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ADVERTISEMENT 


1 HE  Volume  now  presented  to  the  Public  comprises  the  period 
from  the  Accession  of  Queen  Anne  in  the  Year  1702,  to  the  Ac- 
cession of  King  George  the  First  in  the  Year  1714.  For  this 
period,  the  Proceedings  and  Debates  in  both  Houses  have  been, 
principally,  collected  from  the  following  Works : 1 . The  Journals 
of  the  House  of  Lords  ; 2.  The  Journals  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons ; 3.  Timberland’s  History  and  Proceedings  of  the  House 
of  Lords  ; 4.  Chandler’s  History  and  Proceedings  of  the  House 
of  Commons ; 5.  Boyer’s  Annals  of  Queen  Anne’s  Reign  ; 6. 
Boyer’s  History  of  the  Life  and  Reign  of  Queen  Anne ; 7.  The 
Political  State  of  Great  Britain  ; 8.  Burnet’s  History  of  His  Own 
Times;  and,  9.  Th^.  Continuation  of  Rapiu’s  History  of  England, 
published  under  the  name  of  Tindal,  but  principally  written  by 
Dr.  Birch. 

Besides  the  above  Works,  recourse  has  been  had  to  the  His- 
tories of  Oldmixon  and  Somerville ; to  the  political  Writings 
of  Swift,  Steele,  and  Addison  ; the  Works  of  Lord  Orford  ; the 
Memoirs  of  the  Life  and  Administration  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  by 
Mr.  Coxe ; and  other  books  illustrative  of  the  Parliamentary 
History  of  the  times. 

In  the  Appendix  will  be  found  a copious  Account  of  the 
Proceedings  and  Debates  in  the  Parliament  of  Scotland,  from  the 
Meeting  of  the  New  Parliament  in  May  1703,  to  the  Union  with 
England  in  the  Year  1707. 

April  12,  1810. 
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C OBBETT’S 


Parliamentary  History. 


1 ANNE,  A.  D.  1709. 

Accession  op  Queen  Anne.1  ^ March  8, 
ITOl  Upon  the  death  of  King  William,  which 
tppened  this  day,  the  crown,  pursuant  to  the 
Act  of  Succession,  devolved  to  the  princess 
Anar  of  Denmark,  daughter  of  king  James  the 
Second  t'j  the  lady  Anne  Hyde,  daughter  of 
tfc  earl  of  Clarendon.* 


* M She  was  entered  on  the  thirty-eighth 
mrof  her  age,  and  from  her  infancy  had  im- 
bibed strong  prejudices  against  the  Whigs.  She 
til  been  taught  to  look  upon  them  all,  not 
oily  as  republicans,  but  as  enemjes  to  the 
church  of  England.  This  aversion  to  the  whole 
party  had  been  confirmed  by  the  usage  she  had 
art  with  from  her  sister  and  king  William, 
vbich  was  now  to  be  charged  to  the  account  of 
the  Whip.  And  prince  George,  who  had  also 
betn  ill-treated  (as  he  thought)  in  the  late 
rasa,  threw  into  the  scale  his  resentment.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  Tories  had  the  advantage, 
not  odIj  of  the  queen's  early  prepossession  in 
their  tsvour,  hut  of  their  having  assisted  her  ill 
die  sfcirof  her  revenue.  It  was  tudeed  evident, 
that  they  had  done  this,  more  in  opposition  to 
the  kine,  than  from  any  real  respect  to  her. 
Bet  stiff  they  had  served  her ; and,  the  winter 
before  the  long  died,  they  had,  in  prospect  of 
fc  death,  paid  her  more  than  usual  attendance. 
Hence  it  is,  that,  as  soon  as  she  wns  seated  in 
the  throne,  the  Tories  (whom  she  usually  called 
bjthe  agreeable  name  of  the  Church  party)  be- 
tame  the  distinguished  objects  of  her  favour,  as 
•ill  presently  be  seen."  Tindal. 

“ U is  certain  that  all  the  late  king's  hearty 
friends  were  under  great  apprehensions  of  ill 
tinweqoences  from  queen  Anne’s  accession  to 
the  throne,  on  account  of  her  known  attach- 
ment to  that  interest,  yvhich,  under  the  disguise 
tfCtacb,  hud  imposed  on  many  minds, othcr- 
well  inteotioaed.  And  it  was  a most 
patetul  surprize  to  them,  when  after  a conti- 
mmlptberme  of  clouds  over  their  heads  in  the 
bepiimnsof  her  reign,  a glorious  sunshine  broke 
and  warmed  them,  and  cheered  them  for 
•eon  years  together.”  Oldmisoti. 
tOLU 


The  Queen's  Speech  to  the  Privy  Council.] 

On  the  evening  ul  the  same  day  the  I’rivy  Coun- 
cil catnc  in  a body  to  wait  upon  the  new  queen, 
who  received  them  with  the  following  Speech: 

“ My  Lords ; 

“ I am  extremely  sensible  of  tlie  general 
misfortune  to  these  kingdoms,  in  the  un- 
speakable loss  of  the  king,  and  the  great 
weight  and  burden  it  brings  in  particular 
on  myself ; which  nothing  could  encourage 
me  to  undergo,  but  the  great  concern  I have 
for  the  preservation  of  our  religion,  and 
laws  aud  liberties  of  my  country.  All  these, 
being  as  dear  to  me,  as  tliev  can  be  to  any  per- 
sou  whatsoever,  you  may  depend  upon  it,  that 
no  pains  nor  diligence  shall  ever  he  wanting  on 
my  part,  to  preserve  amt  support  them  ; to 
maintain  the  succession  in  the  Protestant  line, 
and  the  government  in  church  aud  state  as  it  is 
by  law  established.  I thick  it  proper,  upon 
this  occasion  of  my  first  speaking  to  you,  to  de- 
clare my  own  opinion  of.the  importance  of  car- 
rying on  all  the  preparations  we  are  making  to 
oppose  the  great  power  of  France  ; and  I shall 
lose  no  time  in  giving  our  allies  all  assurances, 
that  nothing  shall  be  wanting  or.  my  part,  to 
pursue  the  true  interest  of  England,  together 
with  theirs,  for  the  support  of  the  common 
cause.  In  order  to  these  ends,  I shall  always 
he  ready  to  ask  the  advice  of  my  council,  and 
of  both  houses  of  parliament,  and  desirous  to 
countenance  and  employ  all  those,  who  shall 
heartily  concur  and  join  w ith  rne,  in  supporting 
and  maintaining  the  present  establishment  and 
constitution  against  all  enemies  and  opposeri 
whatsoever”* 

After  this  declaration,  she  caused  all  the 
lords,  and  others  of  the  late  king's  privy-couo- 

* “ The  queen  pronounced  this,  os  she  did 
all  her  other  speeches,  *itb  great  weight  and 
authority,  und  with  a softness  of  voice,  and 
sweetness  in  the  pronunciation,  that  added 
much  life  to  all  she  spoke  ; and  these,  her  first 
expressions,  were  heard  with  great  and  just  ac- 
knowledgments/' Burnet. 

B 
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cH.  to  take  the  oaths  to  her  in  the  same  quality, 
and  ordered  a proclamation  to  he  published  im- 
mediately, signifying  her  treasure,  that  all  per- 
sons being  in  office  of  authority  or  government, 
at  the  decease  of  the  Into  ,kitig,  should  so  con- 
tinue (ill  further  directions.  As,  by  the  act 
made  five  years  before,  the  parliament,  notwith- 
standing the  king’s  death,  was  now  continued  to 
sit;  both  bouses  met  (he  same  day,  and  unani- 
mously voted  to  address  the  queen  to  condole 
with  her  on  this  sad  occasion,  and  to  congratu- 
late her  lmppy  accession  to  the  throne.  Then 
the  lords  iu  a conference  acquainted  the  com- 
mons, that  orders  were  given  for  proclaiming 
her  majesty  that  afternoon  ; which  was  accord- 
ingly done  with  the  usual  solemnity,  and  the 
loud  acclamations  of  the  people : Though  it  is 
remarkable,  that  this  day  afforded  a visible  mix- 
ture of  sorrow  and  joy ; many  being  apprehen- 
sive, that  the  death  of  king  William,  nt  so  criti- 
cal a juncture,  might  be  intended  with  conse- 
quences  fatal  to  Europe  in  general,  and  to  the 
Protestant  succession  of  these  kingdoms  in  par- 
ticular. 

' The  Lord*  Address  to  the  CJween.]  March  9. 
The  Lords,  pursuant  to  vote,atteuded  the  Queen 
with  (be  following  Address  : 

“We,  your  majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal  in  p*ar- 
liaiuent  assembled,  though  deeply  sensible  of 
the  unspeakable  loss  this  nation  hath  sustained 
by  the  decease  of  his  late  majesty,  of  glorious 
memory,  do,  at  the  same  time,  most  heartily 
congratulate  your  majesty’s  happy  accession  to 
the  throne,  nud  with  till  loyalty  and  duty  assure 
your  majesty  df  our  zealous  and  firm  resolu- 
tions to  support  your  undoubted  right  and  title, 
and  the  succession  of  the  Protestant  line,  as  by- 
law established,  against  ull  your  enemies  what- 
soever ; being  sensible  our  great  loss  is  no  other- 
wise to  be  repaired,  to  ourselves  or  our  confe- ; 
derates,  but  by  a most  sincere  and  vigorous  ad- 
herence to  your  majesty  and  your  allies,  in  the 
prosecution  of  those  measures  already  entered 
into,  to  reduce  the  exorbitant  power  of  Trance  : 
And  we  will  ever  make  it  appear  to  your  ma- 
jesty and  the  wprld,  that  our  zeal  and  affection 
lbr  your  majesty’s  service,  and  the  care  we  have 
of  the  public  safety,  engage  us  to  exert  ourselves 
with  the  utmost  vigour  and  union,  for  obtain- 
ing, under  your  majesty’s  reign,  such  a balance 
of  power  and.  interest,  us  may  effectually  secure 
the  liberties  of  Europe  — And  we  further  hum- 
bly doire,  that,  for  the  encouragement  of  your 
majesty’s  allies,  no  time  may  he  lost  in  com- 
municating to  them  your  majesty’s  resolutions 
of  adhering  firmly  to  the  alliances  already 
made : And  we  shall  never  be  wauling,  to  the 
utmost  of  our  power,  to  enable  your  majesty  to 
maintain  the  same.” 

The  Queen's  Answer .]  Her  majesty  returned 
ibis  Answer: 

u My  lords;  It  is  with  great  satisfaction  that 
I receive  the  assurances  you  give  me  in  your 
Address.  Aly  endeayqurs  shall  always  be  very 


-The  Queen's  first  Speech  to  both  Hotfcu  [4 

sincere,  to  promote  the  true  interest  of  Eng- 
land, and  support  our  common  cause.” 

The  Commons’  Address .]  The  same  day,  in 
the  evening,  the  Commons  attended  ber  ma- 
jesty with  the  following  Address  : 

“ Most  gracious  sovereign  ; We,  your  ma- 
jesty’s mostdutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Com- 
mons in  parliament  assembled,  having  a deep 
and  true  sense  of  the  great  loss  the  nation  has 
sustained  by  the  death  of  our  late  sovereign 
lord  king  William  the  third,  of  glorious  memoi  v, 
who,  under  God,  was  our  deliverer  from  popery 
and  slavery,  humbly  crave  leave  to  condole 
with  your  majesty,  and  express  our  sorrow, 
upon  this  sad  occasion. — Your  majesty’s  acces- 
sion to  the  throne,  which  we  most  heartily  con- 
gratulate, and  your  known  zeal  for  our  religion, 
and  the  government,  as  by  law  established, 
gives  ns  a certain  prospect  ot  future  happiness; 
moderates  our  grief;  and  engages  us  unani- 
mously to  assure  your  majesty,  That  we  will,  to 
the  utmost,  assist  and  support  your  majesty  ou 
that  throne  wheie  God  has  placed  you,  against 
the  pretended  prince  of  Wales,  and  all  your 
enemies:  And, since  limbing  can  conduce  more 
to  the  honour  and  safety  of  your  majesty,  and 
your  kingdoms,  than  maintaining  inviolable  such 
alliances  as  have  been  made,  or  that  your  ma- 
jesty shall  think  fit  to  make,  with  the  Emperor, 
the  States- General  of  the  United  Provinces, 
aud  other  potentates,  for  preserving  the  liber- 
ties of  Europe,  and  reducing  the  exorbitant 
power  of  Fiance  ; we  do  assure  your  majesty, 
That  we  are  firmly  resolved,  to  the  utmost  of 
our  power,  to  enable  your  majesty  to  prosecute 
that  glorious  design  : And,  that  all  your  sub- 
jects may  rest  in  a full  assurance  of  happiness 
under  your  majesty’s  reign,  we  will  umintaiii 
the  succession  of  the  crowu  in  the  Protestant 
line,  according  to  the  limitation  in  the  several 
acts  of  settlement;  and  effectually  provide  for, 
omf  make  good,  the  public  credit  of  the  nation." 

The  Queen's  Answer .]  Tire  Queen  returned 
this  Answer: 

" Gentlemen ; I return  you  iny  hearty 
thanks  lor  the  kind  assurances  you  give  me  in 
this  Address:  1 hey  cannot  be  anyway  more 
agreeably  confirmed  to  me,  than  by  vour  giving 
dispatch  to  all  your  preparations  for  the  public 
service,  and  the  support  of  our  allies."0 

The  Queen's  first  Speech  to  both  Houses.] 

* This  good  harmony  between  the  queen 
and  her  parliament,  together  with  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  Commons  about  public  credit,  im- 
mediately raised  the  national  funds  above  their 
lonner  value,  which  upon  king  William’s  death 
had  fallen  above  fifteen  per  cent.  The  queen 
not  only  answered  the  addretses  of  bqtlt  houses 
in  tlu-j  favourable  manner,  but  moreover  she 
received  ail  that  came  to  her  so  graciously,  that 
they  went  lion*  her  highly  satisfied  with  her 
goodness  and  her  obliging  deportment ; for  sire 
hearkened  with  attention  to  every  thing  that 
was  said  to  Jjpdnl. 
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March  11.  The  queen  went  to  the  boose  of 
Peers  wiih  the  usual  solemuity,  and  addressed 
bndfto  both  Houses  in  the  following  Speech  : 

“ My  Lords  and  Gcntiemeu  ; 

" I cannot  too  much  lament  my  own  unhap- 
jiixss,  in  succeeding  to  the  crown  so  iminedi- 

after  the  loss  of'  a king,  who  was  ths  great 
rapport,  not  only  of  these  kingdoms,  hut  of  all 
Europe;  and  l am  extremely  sensible  of  the 
"agbt  and  difficulty  it  brings  upon  me. — But 
the  true  coocern  I have  for  our  re  ligion,  for 
tie  laws  and  liberties  of  England,  for  the  main- 
taiaiog  the  succession  to  the  crown  in  the  Pro- 
tf'Uut  line,  and  the  government  in  church  and 
**te  as  by  law  established,  encourages  roe  in 
das  great  undertaking ; which,  I promise  ray- 
rdf,  »iil  he  successful,  by  the  blessing  of  God, 
a»d  the  continuance  of  that  fidelity  and  atfec- 
ton  of  which  you  have  civet)  me  so  full  as- 
wmc*. — The  present  conjuncture  of  affairs 
requires  the  greatest  application  and  dispatch  ; 
■M  I am  very  glad  to  hnd,  in  your  several  ad- 
dresses,  so  unanimous  a concurrence  in  the 
MtLe  opinion  with  me,  that  too  much  cannot 
•«done  for  the  encouragement  of  our  allies,  to 
reduce  the  exorbitant  power  of  France. — I can- 
not bat  think  it  very  necessary,  upon  this  occa- 
» m,  to  desire  you  to  consider  of  proper  me- 
thods towards  attaining  of  an  Union  between 
England  and  .Scotland ; which  has  been  so 
Uidy  recommended  to  you  as  a matter  that 
*«ry  nearly  concerns  the  peace  and  security  of 
toth  kingdoms. — Gentlemen  of  the  house  of 
'■"lamons;  1 need  not  put  you  in  mind,  that 
tie  revenue  for  defraying  the  expenccs  of  the 
*ml  government  is  expired  : I rely  entirely 
«pon  your  affections,  for  the  supplying  it  in 
manner  ns  shall  be  most  suitable  for  the 
honor  and  dignity  of  the  crown. — My  lords 
*ad  gentlemen ; It  shall  be  roy  constant  en- 
^wwr,  to  make  you  the  best  return  for  that 
taty  ami  affection  you  have  expressed  to  me, 
hjactreful  and  diligent  administration  for  the 
f ed  of  all  my  subjects : And,  as  I know  ray 
heart  to  be 'entirely  English,  1 can  very 
uoctrdy  aisure  you,  there  is  not  any  thing  you 
^ ttpect,  or  desire  from  me,  which  I shall  not 
he  ready  to  do  for  the  happiness  and  pros- 
perity of  England  ; and  you  shall  always  find 
n*  a it  net  and  rehgious  observer  of  my 
word*." 


* “ There  were  two  passages  in  this  speech, 
lUt  were  thought  not  so  well  considered  : She 
aarntd  tbtni,  her  heart  was  4 entirely  English  :* 
Tlus  looked  on,  as  a reflection  ou  the  late 
Liif : she  also  added,  thni  they  might  4 depend 
* 08  krr  word ;'  both  these  expressions  had 
ieetiui  her  father's  first  speech,  how  little  »o- 
*vw  were  afterwards  minded  by  him." 
unmet. 

“ It  mast  be  confcst,  that  though  the  queen's 
m w chearfolly  with  her  royal  predeces- 
10,1  measures,  as  site  expressed  herself  in  her 
to  the  privy-council  and  parliament, 
very  much  to  suppoit  all  good  Britous 


March  12.  The  Commons  having,  by  such 
members  of  their  house  as  were  of  the  privy* 
council,  returned  their  humble  thanks  to  tt.e 
queen  for  her  gracious  speech,  she  gave  the 
message  a very  gracious  reception,  and  wag 
pleased  to  command  sir  Charles  Hedges  to  as- 
sure them,  41  That  nothing  should  be  wanting, 
that  might  contribute  to  their  safety  and  wel- 
fare." x 

The  Lords*  Address  upon  the  Queen*s  Speech.! 
March  13.  The  House  of  l ords  attended  her 
Majesty  with  the  following  Address: 

“ We,  your  majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal  in 
parliament  assembled,  cannot  sufficiently  ex- 
press the  great  satisfaction  we  receive  from 
your  majesty’s  most  gracious  speech  ; trusting 
in  God  it  will  have  the  same  effect  abroad  a* 
at  home,  equally  reviving  the  hearts  of  your 
allies  and  subjects,  uniting  all  people,  aud 
encouraging  their  utmost  endeavours  in  the 
common  cause. — The  sincere  concern  your 
majesty  hath  shewed  for  our  religion,  the  go- 
vernment in  church  and  state  as  by  law  esta- 
blished, and  the  succession  to  the  crown  in  the 
Protestant  line ; the  hazards  you  have  exposed 
yourself  to,  in  concert  with  his  late  glorious 
majesty,  for  maintaining  our  laws  and  liberties, 
as  well  as  your  most  gracious  assurance  at  this 
time,  give  your  subjects  such  a confidence  in 
your  promises,  such  a dutiful  affection  to  your 
person,  such  a zeal  for  your  service,  ns  will 
oblige  tliem  to  make  the  utmost  efforts  to  sup- 
port your  majesty  under  the  weight  and  diffi- 
culties of  the  present  conjuncture. — The  con- 
cern your  majesty  expresses  for  your  allies  is  a 
further  obligation  laid  upon  us;  who  are  sensi- 
ble their  preservation  is  necessary  to  our  own, 
and  who  are  as  desirous  us  ever  to  support  tlie 
character  of  the  crown  of  England,  in  enabling 
your  majesty  to  maintain  the  balance  of  Eu- 

under  so  great  a loss  and  affliction,  as  the 
king’s  death  was  to  them;  yet  her  majesty'* 
saying  that  to  the  two  houses  of  parliament, 

4 her  heart  was  entirely*  English,  seeming  to  be 
a reflection  on  the  late  king  for  being  a fo- 
reigner, it  occasioned  much  specula  (ion  and 
discourse,  and  not  a little  discontent.  Every 
one  knew  that  her  majesty’s  speeches  were 
drawn  up  by  those  of  her  counsellors  in  whom 
she  most  confided  ; and  it  was  matter  of  con- 
cern that  any  of  them  should  presume  so  much 
on  the  influence  they  had  over  her,  as  to  put 
words  in  her  royal  mouth  so  unworthy  of  king 
William’s  glorious  memory,  and  so  inconsistent 
with  what  she  was  pleased  to  say  in  her  letter 
to  the  parliament  of  Scotland  two  months  af- 
ter ; 4 ft  pleased  God  to  make  the  late  king  the 
great  instrument  of  delivering  our  people  from 
Popery  and  Arbitrary  Power,  and  of  restoring 
to  them  their  ancient  rights  and  privileges  ; 
and  through  the  same  divine  grace  we  shall  in 
the  whole  course  of  our  reign  aim  at  notUng 
more  than  the  preserving  to  them  these  advan- 
tages.' n Oklmixon* 
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rope. — We  cannot  make  suitable  returns  to 
your  majesty,  for  your  most  gracious  promises 
of  a carclul  and  diligent  administration  for  tlw? 
public  good  ; which  we  think  ourselves  sutlici- 
ently  secured  of,  by  so  solemn  an  engagement 
under  your  sacred  word.— Your  majesty  hath 
been  pleased  to  assure  us  of  all  we  could  wish, 
and  recommend  to  us  what  we  ought  to  de- 
sire ; and,  we  doubt  not,  your  pious  intentions 
will  procure  a blessing  from  heaven  : Aud  your 
majesty  may  be  assured,  that  resolutions  so  be- 
coming a queen  of  England  cannot  but  make 
the  deepest  impres.ion  upon  ail  hearts  that  are 
true  to  the  interest  of  their  country.*' 

lhe  Quctn's  Answer, .]  To  this,  her  majesty 
was  pleased  to  answer: 


My  Lords;  It  is  a great  .satisfaction  to  me, 
to  find,  that  wlml  1 have  s aid  has  your  concur- 
rence and  approbation ; anil  1 mn  willing  to 
repeat  to  you,  upon  this  occasion,  Thai  I shall 
always  hold  very  exactly  to  the  assurances  I 
have  given  you.”  * 


* u The  Address  of  condolence  and  congra- 
tulation of  the  bishops  and  clergy  of  London 
having  the  same  day  been  presented  to  the 
queen  by  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  the 
bishop  ot  London  being  indisposed,  her  ma- 
jesty made  answer,  That  she  was  very  well 
pleased  with  the  marks  of  their  good-will,  and 
they  might  be  sure  she  should  always  have  a 
particular  care  of  the  church.  The  Dissenter* 
in  and  about  London,  presented  also  an  ad- 
dress, which  was  the  more  remarkable,  because 
all  the  non-conformists,  except  the  Quakers 
joined  in  it.  The  queen,  in  her  answer,  as- 
sured  them  ot  her  protection,  and  that  she 
Should  do  nothing  to  forfeit  her  interest  in 
their  affections.  Which  words  were  afterwards 
remembered,  when  the  royal  assent  was  given 
to  the  Schism  and  Occasional  bills.  The  city 
of  London,  and  all  the  counties,  cities,  anil 
even  the  subaltern  bodies  of  cities,  mine  up 
with  addresses.  In  these,  a very  great  diver- 
sitv  of  stile  was  observed ; some  mentioned 
the  late  king  in  terms  full  of  respect  aud  gra- 
titude; others  named  him  very  coldly  : some 
took  no  notice  of  him,  nor  of  his  death,  and 
*,raply  congratulated  her  accession  to  the 
crown ; and  some  insinuated  reflections  on  Ins 
memory,  as  if  the  queen  had  been  ill  used  by 
him.  Her  majesty  received  all  civilly;  to  most 
she  stud  nothing,  to  others  she  expressed  her- 
self III  general  words,  mid  some  things  were 
given  out  in  her  name,  which  she  disowned 
« Hie  consternation  at  the  Hague  for  king 
, lUl?n> 9 was  exceedingly  great.  Upon 

the  first  news  of  it,  the  States-general  and 
those  of  Holland  assembled  immediately : they 
looked  upon  one  another  as  men  amazed  : 
they  embraced  each  other,  and  promised  to 
io  i together,  and  adhere  to  lhe  interests  of 
their  country:  they  sat  up  most  part  of  the 
night,  mid  sent  out  all  orders  that  were  neces- 


The  Civil  List  settled.']  The  House  of  Coni' 
mons  pursued  the  affairs  recommended  to  ibei 


cities  of  Holland,  to  acquaint  them  with  th. 
news,  and  to  exhort  to  union,  and  a'perseve 
rauce  in  the  alliances  and  concerted  designs 
The  Imperial,  Prussian,  and  Danish  minister 
sent  also  expresses  to  their  respective  court 
oil  this  occasion,  nnd  went  all  to  the  En*lis! 
envoy’s.  Count  Goez  encouraged  them,9  b 
assuring  them,  ibis  accident  would  not  cau* 
the  least  alteration  in  the  resolutions  of  the  era 
peror,  and  that  he  had  ju*»t  received  the  itn 
porutut  news  IrDw  \ Jenna  that  the  king  of  tb 
Homans  would  in  person  uiake  the  cumpuigi 
on  the  Rhine.  As  the  express  from  Engl.iui 
had  brought  the  queen's  speech  to  her  privy 
council,  it  was  agreed  by  these  ministers,  tha 
it  should  be  translated  iulo  French  and  Dutch 
in  order  to  revive  the  drooping  spmis  of  tlx 
people,  winch  had  n very  good  etlect.  *] m 
next  day,  the  States -general  met  early  in  tbi 
morning  and  again  in  the  evening,  l b*  Siatej 
ot  Holland  being  likewise  assembled,  pensionary 
Fagel  made  them  a moving,  but  w ithal  an  em 
cotiraging  speech.  He  imparted  to  them  a 
letter  he  had  received  from  the  earl  of  Mari- 
borough  in  the  queen’s  name,  with  very  express 
assurances  of  union,  assistance,  and  vigour. 
Upon  this,  the  states  of  Holland  went  in  a b-idy 
to  the  assembly  of  the  States- general,  where, 
having  condoled  their  irreparable  loss,  tier 
represented,  1 That,  in  this  dangerous  conjunc- 
ture, nothing  could  prove  more  effectual  for 
their  preservation,  than  a perfect  unity,  mutual 
confidence,  and  a vigorous  resolution  for  the 
defence  of  their  country,  and  by  adhering  firm- 
ly  to  those  measures  already  entered  into,  and 
such  ns  should  be  judged  farther  expedient  for 
the  good  of  the  common  cause ; declaring  withal, 
that  they  were  ready  to  perform  their  part,  and 
rather  to  sacrifice  all  their  blood  and  treasure 


------- «wwh  aim  treasure 

than  to  see  their  State,  their  Tibet  ty,  and  then 
Ue  tgton  destroyed.’  This  representation  wai 
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sary,  upon  so  extraordinary  an  emergency,  and 
dispatched  letters  to  the  provinces  and  to  the 


highly  applauded  by  the  States-general,  w |w 
turned  tltanks  to  the  States  of  Holland  for  theii 
zealous  resolutions  in  that  perilouscoit|uiicture 
and  assured  them  of  their  hearty  concurrcnci 
for  the  safety  and  welfare  of  the  State,  and  stre- 
nuously carrying  on  the  common  cause  • nnd 
they  ordered  letters  to  be  seot  to  the  oilier  pro- 
vinces, to  invite  them  to  give  the  same  assu- 
rances The  city,  of  Amsterdam,  to  signalize 
themselves  more  particularly,  on  that  occasion 
stgnibed  to  the  States-general,  that  they  would 
not  only  consent  to  such  resolutions,  assliould 
be  thought  necessary  at  that  time,  hut  would 
advance  money  to  those  provinces,  which  could 
not  so  readily  turnish  out  their  quotas  that 
should  be  granted.  The  Statea-generai,  soon 
alter,  published  their  resolutions  at  large  in  print, 
to  the  same  eflect,  and  concluded,  * That  they 
vyere  resolved  religiously  to  maintain  their  trea- 
ties and  alliances,  entered  into  with  their  con- 
federates; stedfastly  to  pursue  the  conteuts 
thereof;  vigorously  and  cordially  to  pot  them 
ut  execution ; to  persevere  ia  the  measures  al- 


t;  PARL.  HISTORY,  1 Anne, 

castration  from  the  throne.  The  queen, 
icber  first  speech,  having  put  them  in  mind  of 
lie  expiration  of  the  civil  list  rerenue,  a hill 
jseed  both  houses,  to  continue  to  her  for  lde 
tfcfaae  revenue  that  was  payable  to  the  late 
hf,  though  many  seemed  to  apprehend,  that 
s&crcat  a revenue  might  be  applied  to  uses, 
a*  so  profitable  to  the  public,  in  a reign  that 
to  to  be  frugal,  and  probably  would  not  be 
tablet  to  great  accidents. 


1 702. — The  Sheen* » Speech.  „ [ K) 

The  Queen' 6 Speech  on  passing  the  Rerenue 
Hi! Land  the  hill for  taking  the  Fuhlic  Accounts.] 
March  00.  Her  Majesty  came  to  the  House  of 
Peers,  und  made  the  following  Speech: 

u My  lords  and  gentlemen  ; I am  very  well 
pleased  to  have  given  my  assent  to  the  Act  for 
taking  the  Public  Accompts  :•  nothing  is  more 
reasonable  than  to  give  the  kingdom  the  satis- 
faction of  having  those  great  suras  accounted 


rtafr  taken,  and  agree  to  such  other  measures 
wvMjuldbe  thought  convenient;  and  that  no- 
tice should  he  given  of  this  their  true  meaning 
tsc  intention  to  all  their  allies  and  confede- 
racy"1 

“ For  a farther  encouragement  to  the  States, 
tkc  next  post  brought  a letter,  in  French,  from 
fstrt)  Anne,  which  she  liad  writ  pursuant  to 
her  declaration  in  council,  and  the  lords  desire 
ic  tLorbrst  address.  The  letter  was  sent  to  Mr. 
faabope,  with  new  credentials  ns  envoy  extra- 
st4mry  from  England,  both  which,  as  he  was 
ttea  ill  of  the  gout,  he  immediately  delivered  by 
the  hands  of  his  secretary,  to  the  president  of 
tie  *tek. 

uToe»c  assurances  from  the  queen,  and  the 
pnd  disposition  of  both  houses  of  parliament, 
opened  in  their  addresses  (which  were  also 
use  over)  were  a gn  at  comfort  to  the  States 
■the  kiss  of  the  stud t holder ; but  what  revived 
th«n  most,  was  the  arrival  of  the  earl  ot  Marl- 
krood,  with  the  character  of  ambassador  ex- 
traordinary and  plenipotentiary.  The  queen, 
fa  dataller  her  accession,  had  made  him  and 
tic  duke  of  Bedford  knights  of  ihe  Garter  ; and 
the  next  day,  having  declared  the  earl  captaiu- 
tenenlof  her  forces  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
the  tent  him  into  Holland,  to  give  the  States 
hU  assurances  of  her  maintaining  the  alliances, 
tiat  had  been  concluded  by  the  late  kiug,  and 
•fdoilg every  thing  that  the  common  concerns 
o:  Europe  required.  This  the  ambassador  de- 
irewi,  in  a speech  to  the  States,  winch  was 
PfiBUdaod  dispersed  for  the  satisfaction  of  the 
peiple.  hhckvelt,  the  president  of  the  week, 
usveied  tliis  speech  in  the  name  of  the  States 
UpnasiDg  their  great  affliction  for  the  death  of 
tfitUte  kuig;  their  congratulation  of  her  ma- 
y&f*  succession  to  the  throne,  their  hearty 
tteoks  for  the  assurance  of  her  friendship,  and 
tkir  own  resolution  readily  to  concur  with  her 
“meaty  in  a vigorous  persecution  of  the  com- 
interest.  To  w hich  he  added, u That  Ins 
ttcdleucy’s  person  would  he  highly  acceptable 
tolbem,  not  only  for  the  queen’s  choice  of  him, 
*°d  for  the  sake  of  king  William,  w ho  brat  in- 
'ested  turn  with  that  character,  but  for  his  own 
It  observed  that,  when  the  pre- 
ndent  mentioned  the  late  king,  tin*  tears  rau 
ho  cheeks. 

u Hit  news  of  king  William’s  death  was  re- 
ared in  France,  with  such  joy,  that  the  court 
*“*1  people  could  hardly  Contain  themselves, 
•‘Hwk  breaking  out  into  the  most  furious 
^■sports;  as  was  done  at  Rome  to  such  a de- 
extravagance,  that  cardinal  Gritnam, 


the  imperial  minister,  complained  of  it  to  the 
pope,  as  an  affront  to  his  master,  the  emperor, 
who  was  the  deceased  king's  friend,  ally,  And 
confederate.  But  little  notice  w as  taken  of  it. 
They  were  so  afraid  in  France  that  the  news 
would  not  prorc  true,  that  tlie  person  who 
brought  it  first  to  Calais,  was  seized  by  the  go- 
vernor’s order,  and  kept  in  prison  till  it  was 
confirmed.  However,  the  French  king  finding 
that  the  death  of  king  William  would  not  have 
that  effect,  either  in  England  or  Holland*,  as  he 
had  promised  himself,  immediately  sent  instruc- 
tions to  the  sieur  de  B.irr6  (who  was  left  at  the 
Hague  by  count  d’Avaux  as  secretary  to  the 
embassy)  to  renew  negotiations  with  the  States, 
in  hopes  of  separating  them  from  their  allies. 

44  The  earl  of  Marlborough’s  stay  in  Holland, 
though  it  was  hut  a few  days,  was  to  very  good 
purpose.  He  had  confirmed  the  Dutch  in  their 
former  resolutions,  and  settled  several  impor- 
tant affairs  with  the  States,  particularly  for  tlie 
opening  the  campaign,  for  the  siege  of  Keyser- 
swnert  (which  bv  his  advice  was  first  to  be  un- 
dertaken) and  tlie  attack  of  Cadiz.  He  had 
agreed  with  the  States  and  the  Imperial  minister 
that  war  should  he  proclaimed  against  Franca 
the  same  day  nt  Vienna,  London,  and  the  Hague. 
During  his  stay,  the  States  had  entered  into 
such  a confidence  with  the  earl  of  M. triborough, 
that  he  departed  as  well  satisfied  with  them,  As 
they  were  with  him.  He  embarked  on  the  Sd 
of  April,  and  on  the  6th  arrived  in  Englaud.” 
Tindal. 

* *'  The  queen  passed  a bill  for  receiving  and 
examining  the  Public  Accounts;  and  in  iier 
speech,  she  expressed  a particular  approbation 
of  that  bill  : a commission  to  the  some  effect 
had  been  kept  up,  for  six  or  sever*  years,  dur- 
ing the  former  reign,  hut  it  had  been  let  fall  fur 
some  years ; since  the  commissioners  had  never 
been  able  to  make  any  discovery  whatsoever, 
and  so  had  put  the  public  to  u considerable 
charge,  without  reaping  any  sort  of  fruit  from 
it.  Whet  tier  this  flowed  from  the  weakness  or 
corruption  of  the  commissioners,  or  from  the 
integrity  or  cunning  of  those,  w ho  dealt  in  the 
public  money,  cannot  be  determined.  The 
party  that  had  opposed  the  late  king,  had  made 
this  the  chief  subject  of  their  complaints  all 
tlie  nation  over,  that  the  jHibiic  was  robbed, 
and  that  private  men  lived  high,  and  yet  raised 
large  estates  out  of  the  public  treasure  : I hit 
hod  a great  effect  over  England  ; lor  nil  people 
naturally  hearken  to  complaints  of  tins  kind, 
and  very  easily  believe  them  : it  was  also  said, 
to  excuse  the  fruitlessness  of  tlie  former  com* 
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for,  which  were  raised  to  carry  on  the  late  war  ; 
especially  when  it  is  necessary,  lor  our  own 
safety,  and  the  suppo.t  of  our  allies,  to  continue 
great  taxes.— Gentlemen  of  the  house  of  com- 
mons; 1 return  you  my  kind  and  hearty  thanks, 
for  continuing  to  me,  for  my  life,  the  same 
revenue  you  had  granted  to  the  king : 1 will 
take  great  care  it  shall  be  managed  to  the  best 
advantage  ; and,  while  my  subjects  remain 
under  the  burthen  of  such  great  taxes,  I will 
straiten  myself  in  my  own  expenses,  rather 
than  not  contribute  all  I can  to  their  ease  and 
relief,  with  a just  regard  to  the  support  of  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  the  crown.  It  is  pro- 
bable the  revenue  may  fall  very  short  of  what 
'it  has  formerly  produced  : however  1 will  give 
directions  that  100, 000/.*  be  applied  to  the 
public  sendee,  in  this  year,  out  of  the  revenue 
you  have  so  urmniinously  given  me. — My  lords 
and  gentlemen  ; The  present  posture  of  affairs 
abroad,  as  well  as  the  season  of  the  year, 


missious,  that  no  discoveries  could  be  made, 
under  ti  ministry,  that  would  surely  favour 
their  undcr-workraeu,  though  they  were  known 
to  be  guilty.  One  visible  cause  of  men's  rais- 
ing great  estates,  who  were  concerned  in  the 
administration,  was  this,  that  for  some  years 
the  parliament  laid  the  taxes  upon  very  remote 
funds,  so  that,  besides  the  distance  of  the  term 
of  payment,  for  which  interest  was  allowed, 
the  danger  the  government  itself  seemed  to  be 
often  in  (upon  the  continuance  of  which  the 
continuance  and  assignment  of  these  funds  was 
grounded)  made  that  same  tallies  were  sold  at 
a great  discount,  even  of  the  one  half,  to  those 
who  would  employ  their  money  that  way,  by 
which  great  advantages  were  made.  The  gain 
that  was  made,  by  robbing  the  coin,  in  which 
many  goldsmiths  were  believed  to  be  deeply 
concerned,  contributed  not  a little  to  the  rais- 
ing those  vast  estates,  to  which  some  had 
grown,  as  suddeuly  as  unaccnuulably.  All 
these  complaints  were  easily  raised,  and  long 
kept  up,  on  design  to  cast  the  heavier  load  on 
the  former  ministry  : this  made  that  ministry, 
who  were  sensible  of  the  mischief  this  clamour 
did  them,  and  of  their  own  innocence,  promote 
the  bill  with  much  zeal,  and  put  the  strongest 
clauses  in  it,  that  could  be  contrived  to  make 
it  effectual.  The  commissioners  uained  in  the 
bill,  were  the  hottest  men  in  the  house,  who 
had  raised  as  well  as  kept  up  the  clamour, 
with  the  greatest  earnestness.  One  clause  put 
in  the  act,  was  not  very  acceptable  to  the 
commissioners  ; for  they  wrere  rendered  inca- 
pable of  all  employments,  during  the  com- 
mission : the  act  carried  a retrospect  quite 
back  to  the  Revolution  : it  was  given  out,  that 
great  discoveries  would  be  made  by  them,  and 
the  art  .and  industry  with  which  this  w as  spread 
over  England,  had  a great  effect  in  the  elections 
to  the  succeeding  parliament.”  Burner. 

* u This  w-as  received  with  great  applause, 
and  particular  notice  was  taken  of  it,  in  all 
tite  Addresses  that  came  up  afterwards.” 
Burnet. 


02. — Addresses,  Sft.  [1 

obliges  me  to  put  you  in  mind  of  siting  all  po 
silde  dispatch  to  the  public  busmens.” 

The  Lords1  Address  there  on.]  March  S 

The  House  of  Lords  presented  the  follow ii 
Address  to  her  majesty  : 

“ We  your  majesty  « most  dutiful  and  lay 
subjects,  i he  Lords  spiritual  ami  temporal 
parliament  assembled,  wo  Itumbly  beg  leave 
assure  your  majesty,  of  the  unsr  cokable  sat 
faction  we  received,  in  the  tender  c.tre  of  yu 
subjects,  winch  your  majesty  was  .pleased 
express  in  your  most  gracious  speech  ; esp 
cially  in  desiring  to  have  tho-e  great  sums  a 
counted  lor,  which  were  raised  to  £arry  on  t 
late  w ar. — Your  unparalleled  goodness,  insua 
cning  yourself  for  the  ease  of  your  people,  mi 
needs  make  the  deepest  imprcsaiou  of  gra 
tude  iu  the  hearts  ol  all  your  subjects,  a- 
engage  their  utmost  and  most  faitbiul  elide 
vours  for  your  majesty's  service. — Your  in 
jesty  may  be  assured,  that  we  shall  apply  ot 
selves  with  the  utmost  diligence  to  the  disput 
of  what  remains  necessary  to  l>t*  done,  t 
tiie  support  of  your  majesty  and  your  govtr 

raent." 

The  Quccn9s  Answer .]  To  this  her  nmjes 
answered : 

“ My  lords;  1 give  you  many  thanks 
your  address.  I need  not  tell  you,  that  yoi 
approbation  of  what  I do  will  always  be  a gfe; 
satisfaction  to  me.” 

The  Commons'  Address.]  The  Address  of  u 
Commons  was  As  follows  : 

“ Most  gracious  sovereign  ; 

“ We  your  majesty’s  most  loyal  and  dutifi 
subjects,  the  Commons  of  England,  in  pnrlit 
went  assembled,  beg  leave  unanimously  t 
return  our  most  bumble  and  hearty  thanks  lc 
your  majesty’s  most  gracious  speech  from  th 
throne ; Hiid  particularly  for  your  majesty 
unparalleled  grace  and  goodness,  in  declanoj 
that  your  ma  jesty,  out  of  your  own  revemn 
will  contribute  so  largely  to  the  ease  and  relh 
of  your. subjects,  at  a tunc  when  your  majest 
thinks  it  probable  that  the  revenue  may 
very  short  of  w hat  it  lias  formerly  produced 
and  when  your  majesty’s  expences  must,  o 
necessity,  be  greater  than  ordinary. — Nothin 
can  mure  encourage  your  people  to  contri 
bate,  with  alacrity,  to  the  public  occasion* 
tliun  to  have  before  them  so  great  and  gioriou 
an  example,  from  your  uiajestv,  of  zeal  aiu 
affection  for  the  common  good ; and  that  you 
majesty  is  so  well  pleased  to  have  given  tin 
kingdom  the  satisfaction  of  having  thos* 
great  sums  accounted  for,  w hich  were  raiser 
to  carry  on  the  late  war. — We  cannot  omit 
upon  this  occasion,  to  repeat  our  firm  resolu- 
tions to  maintain  and  defend  your  majesty 
and  your  government,  against  the  pretenders 
prince  of  Wales,  and  all  other  your  majesty** 
enemies  whatsoever. — May  God  prolong  yo°* 
majesty’s  auspicious  reign  over  us,  and  bless 
these  kingdoms  with  royal  issue  of  your  ms- 
jesty  to  inherit  the  crowns  of  your  ancestors 
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Tht  Quit u's  Answer.]  The  queen  an- 
gered: 

“Gemietnen  ; It  is  a great  satisfaction  to 
a*  to  tend  you  are  so  well  pleased  with  what  I 
jxrtwid.  1 shall  be  glad,  upon  ail  occasions,  to 
A jwu  sec,  1 desire  nothing  so  much  as  the 
ax  mod  happiness  of  my  people.” 

A Ministry  formed .]  u The  queen,”  says 
bridal, u being  settled  in  the  throne,  began  to 
hni  of  forming  her  Ministry,  wherein  she 
dimly  discovered  her  partiality  to  the  Tories, 
it  fa  four  of  whom  she  had  been  all  along  pre- 
o*«sicd,  us  thinking  them  belter  affected  to 
be  Church  tlian  the  Whigs.  In  vain  did  the 
rranrest  of  Marlborough,  who  was  appointed 
jrvwn  of  die  stole,  and  keeper  of  the  privy 
*rst7*  use  her  endeavours  io  moderate  her 
ml  tor  the  T dries,  and  engage  her  to  a better 
ifnmrm  of  the  opposite  party.  Her  influence 
*tr  ibe  queen,  bow  great  soever  in  other  re- 
jects, was  in  this  case  bht  of  little  effect ; and 
ae  lords  Marlborough  and  Godolpliin  them- 
*eh«  would  not  have  had  so  great  a share  of 
k*r  favour  and  confidence,  if  they  had  not  been 
tabued  in  the  number  of  the  Tories.  The  j 
tail  is,  both  these  lords  had  been  educated  in 
He  persuasion,  that  the  Tory  party  were  tlie 
friends  to  the  constitution  both  of  church 
rod  state ; nor  were  they  perfectly  undeceived,  | 
1st  by  experience. 

“ Dr.  John  Sharp,  archbishop  of  York,  wns 
pd««d  upon  by  tlic  queen  herself  to  preach  the  j 
annuo  at  her  coronation,  (which  was  perform-  > 
•don  Sc  George’s  day,  April  23,  with  the  usual 
e*?aiicence)  and  to  be  her  chief  counsellor  in 
diarch  masters.  The  lute  king  had  sent  a ines- 
***  to  the  earl  of  Rochester,  some  weeks  be- 
tart  ins  death,  to  let  him  know,  that  he  had  put 
•a <»d  to  his  commission  of  lord  lieutenant  of 
brUad ; but  that  was  not  executed  in  form  ; 
to  ikr  commission  still  subsisted  in  his  person, 
l»e  was  now  declared  lord  lieutenuut  of 
litiaad.  The  lord  Godolphin  was,  on  the  6th 
wt  ■•Uy,  declared  lord  Ingb-treasufer.  '1  his  was 
uneasy  to  himself,  for  he  resisted  the  ino- 
***■  long  j hut  the  earl  of  Marlborough,  whose 
cdwidan2hter  wns  married  to  tiiut  lord’s  eldest 
pressed  it  in  so  positive  a manner,  that  he 
***  **  could  not  go  beyond  sea  to  coumiQiid 
tae  aitaie*,  unless  tlie  treasury  was  put  into  his 
tands,  for  then  he  was  sure,  that  remittances 
*wiid  be  punctually  made  to  him.  The  carl 
declared  captain* general,  and  the  prince 
w l^anark,  on  the  17th  of  April,  had  the  title 
04  VtKTaiiwimo  of  all  the  queen’s  forces  by  sen 
LTj  Und ; am]  it  was  for  some  time  given  out, 
l,n!  h1  intended  to  go  beyond  sea,  lo  command 
wuuls  of  the  alliance ; but  this  report  soon 

ladies  of  the  bcd-chamber  were,  the 
u'-kssos  of  Ormond  and  Queettsbury;  the 
"*>4i«nei  of  Scarborough,  Burlington,  and 
Afcnguui;  ibt  marchioness  of  Huntingdon; 
*UUs  llyde,  Spencer,  Frrtchevdle,  Cli>ir- 
* Bettrwert,  and  Harriot  Godolpliin  j and 
of  llamilt.-u. 


fell,  it  being  said,  that  the  Dutch  were  not  will- 
ing to  trust  their  armies  to  the  command  of  a 
pnnee,  who  might  think  it  below  him  to  be  li- 
mited by  their  instructions,  or  to  be  bound  to 
obey  thsir  orders.  The  late  king  had  dissolved 
tlie  commission  for  executing  the  oifice  of  lord 
high  admiral,  and  had  committed  that  great 
trust  to  the  earl  of  Pembroke.  The  secrets  of 
that  board  had  been  so  ill  kept,  and  there  was 
such  a faction  in  it,  that  die  king  resolved  to 
vest  it  in  a single  person.  The  earl  of  Pem- 
broke was  not  easily  brought  to  submit  to  it; 
he  saw  it  would  draw  a heavy  load  upon  him, 
and  was  sensible,  that,  by  his  ignorance  of  sea 
affairs,  he  might  fall  into  errors.  To  avoid 
which,  he  made  use  of  good  officers  to  assist 
him,  and,  resolving  to  command  the  fleet  in 
person,  took  great  pains  to  put  things  in  such 
order,  that  it  might  be  soon  ready.  A land 
army  was  designed  to  go  with  the  fleet,  to  the 
command  of  which  the  duke  of  Ormond  had 
been  named.  But,  upon  new  measures,  the 
earl  of  Pembroke  was  first  ordered  not  to  go  to 
sea  in  person,  and  soon  after  dismissed  from  his 
post,  with  the  offer  of  a great  peusion,  which  he 
generously  refused,  though  the  state  of  his  af- 
fairs and  family  seemed  to  require  it.  Prince 
George,  on  the  21st  of  May,  was  made  lord 
high  admiral,  and  appointed  sir  George  Rooke, 
sir  David  Mitchel,  George  Churchill,  admiral 
of  i be  blue  squadron,  and  Richard  Iliil,  esq.  to 
be  bis  council ; though  the  legality  of  such  a 
council  was  much  questioned,  as  it  was  a new 
court,  which  could  not  be  authorized  to  act  but 
by  an  act  of  parliament;  yet,  out  of  respect. to 
the  queen,  no  public  question  wns  made  of  it, 
and  the  objection  to  it  never  went  beyond  « 
secret  murmur.  On  the  Iflth  of  April,  the  duke 
of  Devonshire  was  appointed  lord  steward,  the 
earl  of  Jersey  lord  chumberlain,  the  earl  of 
Bradford  treasurer,  and  Peiegrine  Bertie  vice- 
chamberlain,  and  sir  Edward  Seymour  comp- 
troller of  the  household,  who,  three  days  after, 
was  likewise  sworn  of  the  privy  council ; and 
the  earl  of  Abingdon,  viscount  Weymouth,  lord 
Dartmouth,  Musgrave,  Green vil,Ilow,*  Gower, 

* u It  vvill  be  seen  by  this  view  of  the  pro- 
motions, that  those  gentlemen  who  were  loudest 
in  the  debate  about  Places,  and  for  uon-adsnis- 
sion  of  those  that  were  in  them  to  be  members 
of  parliament,  when  there  was  no  great  likeli- 
hood of  their  being  courted  to  accept  them  ; 
did  now  very  readily  embrace  the  opportunity  to 
get  into  them,  without  thinking  of  being  ex- 
cluded the  parliament.  Mr.  John  How  hafl 
more  than  once  declared,  he  for  his  part  would 
never  be  drawn  off  from  his  Country  Party  by 
the  temptation  of  u place, ami  when  he  was  up- 
braided with  acting  contrary, it  was  reported  he 
should  say,  * he  had  kept  his  word,  for  he  had 

* not  a place;’  that  of  Paymaster  General  being 
divided  beta  ten  him  and  Mr.  Fox*  A poor 
quibble  for  so  reuowned  a patriot.  It  is  certain 
tliere  ii  a creat  deal  of  tiuih  in  what  Dr.  (,’a* 
Hiny  writes  in  his  abridgement.  ‘ King  William 

* w as  no  sooner  dead,  th&u  the  Dissenters  fel* 
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Harcourt,  with  several  others  who  had,  during 
the  last  reign,  expressed  the  most  violent  and  ! 
um  denting  aversion  to  the  whole  administm-  , 
lion,  were  now  brought  to  the  council-board, 
whilst  die  names  of  the  lord  Sommers  and  Hal- 
lifax,  and  of  several  others  firmly  attached  to  ! 
the  revolution  principles,  were  left  out  of  the 
list.  The  privy  seal,  to  the  admiration  of  all  ; 
men,  was  given  to  die  marquis  of  Nomianby, 
and  to  sir  John  Levison  Gower  the  chancellor- 
ship of  the  dnchy  of  Lancaster.  On  the  2nd  of 
May,  the  earl  of  Nottingham  and  sir  Charles 
Hedges  were  appointed  secretaries  of  state,  in  : 
the  room  of  the  earl  of  Manchester,  and  Mr.  j 
Vernon,  the  lutter  of  whom  wa»  however  made  j 
owe  of  the  teller*  of  the  exchequer.  The  Tories 
would  trust  none  hut  the  earl  of  Nutting  I taut, 
and  he  would  serve  with  none  but  sir  Charles 
Hedges ; and  the  maxim  laid  down  at  court 
was,  to  put  the  direction  of  affairs  in  the  hands 
of  that  party,  who  promised  to  carry  on  the 
war,  and  to  maintain  the  alliances.  If  they 
failed  in  this,  it  was  said,  the  queen  would  put 
her  affairs  into  other  hands,  which  at  that  time 
few  could  believe. 

The  queen  continued  all  the  judges  in  their 

C5ts,  except  Mr.  justice  Turton  and  Mr. 

ron  Hatsell ; and  moit  of  the  lord-lieu  ten  ants 
of  counties;  nor  did  she  make  any  change  in 
foreign  ministers.  It  was  generally  believed, 
that  the  earl  of  Rochester  and  his  party  were 
for  severe  methods,  and  for  a more  entire  change 
quite  through  all  subaltern  employments ; hut 
the  lord  Godolphin  and  the  earl  of  Marlborough 
were  for  more  moderate  proceedings  ; so  that, 
though  no  Whigs  were  put  in  any  posts,  yet 

4 the  effects  of  the  change.  They  that  bore 
* them  ill  will  before,  and  were  ready  to  reflect 
4 upon  them  on  all  occasions,  now  openly  tri- 
* umphed ; and  though  their  hands  were  tied 
4 before,  seemed  now  to  conclude  they  should 
4 have  hill  liberty  to  deal  with  them  as  they 
4 pleased,  and  talked  of  nothing  less  than  sup- 
4 pressing  them.  'Phis  was  common  in  the  city, 

4 and  in  several  parts  of  the  country.  They 
4 talked  of  pulling  down  their  meeting-houses, 

* as  places  not  lit  to  be  suffered  ; and  in  one 
* town,  Newcastle  Under-Line,  a borough  for 
4 which  sir  John  Levison  Gower  was  one  of  the 
4 representatives,  they  actually  went  to  work  as 
4 soon  as  ever  the  tidings  of  the  king’s  death 
4 reached  them.  Several  sermons  were  preached, 

4 and  pamphlets  dispersed  to  blacken  them  ns 
4 much  as  was  possible  ; and  such  a violent 
4 temper  discovered  itself  on  a sudden,  and 
4 such  an  inclination  to  heat  and  fury,  as  plainly 
4 shewed  the  parties  affected  to  have  been  kept 
4 under  an  unnatural  sort  of  restraint.  Some 
4 that  had  taken  the  oaths  to  king  William, 

4 shewed  they  did  not  love  him  by  aspersing  his 
4 memory,  6ic . But  her  majesty  openly  de- 

4 daring  for  the  same  measures  as  had  been 
4 pursued  in  the  last  reign,  and  the  house  of 
4 peers  appearing  zealous  for  the  memory  of 
4 king  William,  it  was  a curb  and  a check  to  1 
1 them.'*  Old  mix  on. 


many  were  kept  into  those,  which  they  hade 
joyed  during  the  former  reign. 

Declaration  of  War  again* t France  ai 
Spam.]  May  4.  The  following  Declaration 
war  against  France  and  Spain  was  solemn 
proclaimed. 

44  Anne  R. 

u Whereas  it  hath  pleased  Almighty  God 
call  us  to  the  government  of  these  realms,  at 
time  when  our  late  dear  brother  William  3, 
glorious  memory,  had,  in  pursuance  of  the  i 
pealed  advices  of  the  parliament  of  this  km 
dom,  entered  into  solemn  treaties  of  aliian 
with  the  emperor  of  Germany,  the  Stan 
General  of  the  United  Provinces,  and  otli 
rinces  and  potentates,  for  preserving  the 
erty  and  balance  of  Europe,  and  for  reducii 
the  exorbitant  power  of  France  ; which  tre 
ties  are  grounded  upon  the  unjust  usurpatio 
and  iucroachinents  of  the  French  king,  w| 
had  taken,  and  still  keeps  possession  of  a gre 
part  of  the  Spanish  dominions,  exercising  j 
absolute  authority  over  all  that  monarch 
having  seized  Milan  and  the  Spanish  Lo 
Countries  by  his  armies,  and  made  him* 
master  of  Cadiz,  of  the  entrance  into  the  Med 
terra uean,  ard  of  the  ports  of  the  Spanish  We. 
Indies  by  his  fleets;  every  tv  here  designing  I 
invade  the  liberties  of  Europe,  and  obstruct  tl 
freedom  of  navigation  and  commerce.  And 
being  provided  by  the  third  and  fourth  articii 
of  the  foFcmeniioned  alliance,  that  if,  in  tb 
space  of  two  months  (which  are  some  lira 
since  expired)  the  injuries  complained  of  wer 
not  remedied,  the  parties  concerned  shoul 
mutually  assist  each  other  with  their  whol 
strength : And  wliereas,  instead  of  giving  tb 
satisfaction  that  ought  justly  to  Le  cxpectec 
the  French  king  has  not  only  proceeded  to  fai 
ther  violence,  but  has  added  thereunto  a grei 
aiTront  and  indignity  to  us  and  our  kingdom* 
in  taking  upon  him  to  declare  the  pretende 
prince  of  Wales  king  of  England,  Scotland, »»' 
Ireland,  and  has  also  influenced  Spain  to  con 
cur  in  the  same  affront  and  indignity  as  »vd 
as  in  his  other  oppressions  : We  find  ourselve 
obliged,  for  maintaining  the  public  faith,  lo 
vindicating  the  honour  of  our  crown,  and  f® 
preventing  the  mischiefs  which  all  Europe* 
threatened  with,  to  declare,  and  we  do  hereby 
accordingly  declare  war  against  France  am 
Spain  ; and  placing  our  entire  confidence  h 
the  help  of  Almighty  God,  and  so  just  and  ne 
cessary  an  undertaking,  we  will  (in  eonjunctk'f 
with  our  allies)  vigorously  prosecute  the  s»tn« 
by  sea  and  laud,  being  assured  of  the  re«dj 
concurrence  and  assistance  of  our  subjects,  if 
a cause  they  have  so  openly  and  heartih 
espoused.  And  we  do  hereby  will  and  re- 
quire our  lord  high-udmiral  of  England,  out 
general  of  our  forces,  our  lieutenants  of  0,11 
several  counties,  governors  of  our  forts  and 
garrisons,  and  all  other  officers  and  ‘Soldiers 
under  them  by  sea  and  land,  to  do  and  oxf* 
cute  all  acts  of  hostility  in  the  prosecution  o* 

this  war,  agaiust  France  and  Spain,  their  va4 5* 
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edi  and  subjects,  and  to  oppose  their  attempts; 
wilkag  and  requiring  all  our  subjects  to  take 
sou*  of the  same,  whom  we  henceforth  strictly 
fcriiid  to  hold  any  correspondence  or  communi- 
cation with  France  or  Spain,  or  their  subjects. 
Bat,  because  there  are  remaining  in  our  king- 
doms many  of  the  subjects  of  France  and  Spain, 
do  declare  our  royal  intention  to  be,  that 
til  the  subjects  of  France  aud  Spain,  who  shall 
demean  themselves  dutifully  towards  us,  shall 
le  sale  in  their  persons  and  estates. — Given  at 
ear  court  at  St.  James’s,  the  4th  day  of  Way 
170$,  in  the  first  year  of  our  reign.” 

Tie  Lords’  Address  therein.]  May  5.  The 
Lords  presented  the  following  Address : 

“ We,  your  majesty’s  most  dutiful  and  loya^ 
subjects,  the  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal  in 
parliament  assembled,  do  return  your  majesty 
our  most  humble  thanks,  for  laying  before  us 
the  k'onveution  made  by  your  majesty  with  the 
Lwperor  and  tl*e  States  General,  in  order  to  a 
concurrent  Decl  irationof  War  against  France 
ind  Spin;  and  ol  your  royal  intention  to  de- 
rive the  war  accordingly ; and  beg  leave  to 
your  majesty,  that  we  shall  never  be 
«*oung,  to  give  your  majesty  our  utmost  as- 
S'lanct  in  the  prosecuting  so  just  and  neces- 
sary a war;  on  tne  good  success  w hereof,  under 
God,  the  welfare  of  these  your  kingdoms,  and 
the  liberties  of  Europe,  do  entirely  depend.” 

The  Queen’s  Answer.]  Her  Majesty  gave  this 
Answer : 

M My  Lords,  I return  you  many  Thanks,  for 
par  Address,  and  the  assurances  of  your  sup- 
port and  assistance  ; which  are  always  very 
tumble  to  me,  and  particularly  upon  this 

occawao.” 


A«  CommorV  Address .]  The  Address  of  the 
CocDQoas  was  as  follows : 


M Most  gracious  sovereign,  We,  your  Majes- 
ty’s most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Com- 
tootu  of  England,  in  parliament  assembled, 
Wing  highly  sensible  of  your  Majesty’s  great 
*»d  tender  care  for  the  safety  and  welfare  of 
tour  people,  do  with  one  voice,  return  your 
Mijestj  our  most  humble  thanks  for  your 
paoous  condescension  in  communicating  to 
« your  royal  intentions  of  declaring  war,  in 
^junction  with  your  Majesty’s  allies,  against 
tl*  French  kiug,  and  his  grandson : and  we 
heart ilj  assure  your  Majesty,  that  we  will, 
to  the  utmost,  enable  your  Majesty  to  carry 
the  «u<l  war.” 


TW  Queen's  Answer.]  The  queen  gave  this 
Anster ; 


“ Gentlemen,  I am  extremely  pleased  with 
**umuces  of  your  resolution  to  assist  and 
Hpportiae  in  this  war:  I make  no  doubt  but 
Pw  unanimity,  upon  this  occasion,  will  have 
1 f(TJ  %ood  etlect,  for  the  encouragement  of 
our  an*,* 


ft*  Lards’  Resolutions  concerning  false  Rc- 
the  deceased  King.]  The  same  day  came 


forth  in  print,  by  order  of  the  hou.ee  of  Lords, 
the  Resolution  and  Proceeding  of  their  lordships 
upon  an  all  air  of  great  moment.  There  was 
a scandalous  story  raised,  wherein,  not  only 
the  laie  king,  but  her  present  Majesty  also  was 
traduced;  viz.  That  the  late  king  James  did, 
before  his  death,  write  a letter  to  the  queen, 
wherein  he  charged  her  not  to  accept  by  any 
means  of  the  crow  n,  upon  the  death  ot  king 
William,  but  make  way  lor  the  succession  of 
his  pretended  son  ; ami  that  the  king  having 
notice  hereof,  and  desiring  to  see  the  letter, 
she  should  refuse  it;  upon  which  lie  should 
concert  measures  for  setting  her  aside;  and 
that  Papers  were  found  in  bis  closet  to  that 
purpose:  wherefore,  the  Lords  having  mnda 
enquiry  into  the  matter,  aud,  as  much  as  in 
them  lay,  to  vindicate  the  honour  of  their  lata 
royal  sovereign,  deceased,  they  came  to  this 
Resolution  : 

“ That  whereas  their  lordships  had  been  in- 
formed, that  there  had  befcn  a report  spread 
abroad,  that,  among  the  late  king’s  papers 
some  Paper  or  Papers  bud  been  found,  tend- 
ing to  the  prejudice  of  her  present  Majesty, 
or  her  succession  to  the  crown  ; and  the  Lord 
President,  the  Loid  Steward,  the  Lord  Cham- 
berlain, the  Earl  of  Marlborough,  and  the 
Earl  of  Albemarle,  who  were  the  persons  ap- 
pointed by  her  majesty  to  inspect  the  said 
papers,  having,  at  the  desire  of  the  house,  se- 
verally declared,  that  amongst  the  late  Ling’s 
papers,  they  did  not  see  or  find  any  paper  or 
papers,  in  tfie  least  tending  to  the  prejudice  of 
her  Majesty  or  her  succession  to  the  crown; 
or  to  her  prejudice  in  any  respect  whatsoevei, 
or  which  might  give  any  ground  or  colour  for 
such  report : It  is  thereupon  resolved  by  the 
Lords  spiritual  nnd  temporal  iu  parliament 
assembled,  that  the  said  report  is  groundless, 
false,  villainous  and  scandalous,  to  the  disho- 
nour of  the  late  king’s  memory,  and  highly 
tending  to  the  disservice  of  her  present  Ma- 
jesty.” 

“ It  is  ordered  by  the  Lords  spiritual  and 
temporal  in  parliament  assembled,  That  the 
matter  of  fact  aforesaid,  and  the  resolution  of 
this  house  thereupon,  be  laid  before  her  ma- 
jesty by  his  grace  the  duke  of  Bolton,  the 
earl  Marshal,  the  earl  of  Rnduor,  the  earl  of 
Stamford,  the  earl  of  Scarborough,  and  the 
lord  Ferrers  : and  that  they  do  humbly  desire 
her  Majesty,  from  this  bouse,  that  her  Majesty 
will  give  order  to  Mr.  Attorney  General  to 
prosecute,  with  the  utmost  severity  of  law',  the 
authors  or  publishers  of  the  above  mentioned, 
or  such  like  scandalous  reports.” 

The  Queen’s  Answer.]  In  pursuance  of  this 
Resolution,  and  proceeding  of  their  lordships, 
the  duke  of  Bolton  acquainted  the  house,  that 
himself,  and  the  other  lords,  attended  and  pre- 
sented their  lordships'  resolution  to  her  Ma- 
jesty ; in  answer  thereunto,  she  was  graciously 
pleased  to  say : * 

u I ain  very  ready  to  do  any  thing  of  this 
kind : I will  give  directions  to  Mr.  Attorney 

c 
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General,  effectually  to  prosecute  the  authors 
and  publishers  of  such  false  reports/’ 

Proceedings  in  respect  to  Dr.  Drake's  4 His - 
tor y of  the  late  Parliament /]  Besides  the  above 
censure,  the  Lords  had  under  their  consideration 
a complaint  made  of  a passage  in  the  preface 
of  a printed  book,  entitled,  ‘ The  History  of  the 
4 last  Parliament,  begun  at  Westminster  in  the 
4 reign  of  king  William,  anno  1700/  The  pas- 
sage was  read  to  the  house,  and  is  as  follows, 
▼iz.  ‘And  perhaps,  there  was  a third  thing  in 
f prospectof  deeper  reach  than  all  these;  which 
f was,  tliat,  should  it  have  pleased  God,  for  our 
4 sins,  to  have  snatched  from  us  the  king,  on  the 
4 sudden,  by  chance  of  war,  or  other  fatal  acci- 
4 dent,  during  the  tumult  of  arms  abroad,  and 
4 the  civil  disorders  they  had  raised  among  us  at 
4 home,  and  a numerous,  corrupt,  licentious 
4 party  throughout  the  nation,  from  which  the 

* house  of  commons  was  sometimes  not  free; 

4 they  might  entertain  hopes  from  the  advantage 
4 of  being  at  the  helm,  and  the  assistance  of  their 
4 rabble,  to  hove  put  in  practice  their  own 
4 schemes,  and  to  have  given  us  a new  model  of 
4 government  of  their  own  projection,  and  so  to 
4 have  procured  to  themselves  a lasting  impunity, 
4 and  to  have  mounted  their  own  beast,  the  rab- 
4 ble,  and  driven  the  sober  part  of  the  nation 
4 iikecattlc  before  them. — That  this  is  no  ground- 
4 less  conjecture,  will  readily  appear  to  any  con- 
4 sidering  persons,  from  the  treatment  her  royal 
4 highness  the  princess  of  Denmark,  the  heiress 
‘ apparent  to  the  crown,  met  with  all  along  from 
4 them  and  all  their  party.  They  were  not  con- 
4 tented  to  shew  her  constant  neglect  and  slight 
4 themselves,  but  their  whole  party  were  in- 
4 structed  not  only  to  treat  her  with  disrespect, 
4 but  spite  ; they  were  busy  tp  traduce  her  with 
4 false  and  scandalous  aspersions  ; and  so  far 
4 thejrcarried  the  affront,  asio  make  her,  at  one 
4 time,  the  common  subject  of  the  lutle-tnttlc  of 
4 almost  every  coffee-house  and  drawing-room  ; 
4 which  they  promoted  with  as  much  zeal,  appli- 
cation and  venom,  as  if  a bill  of  exclusion  had 

* then  been  on  the  anvil,  and  these  were  the  iu- 
4 troductory  ceremonies.' 

The  passage  being  thus  read,  it  was  there- 
upon ordered  by  tlie  Lords  spiritual  and  tem- 
poral in  parliament  assembled,  That  Francis 
Coggau,  Robert  Gibson,  and  Thomas  Hodgson, 
for  whom  the  said  book  was  mentioned  to  be 
printed,  should,  and  were  thereby  required 
to  attend  that  house,  on  the  Saturday  following 
at  eleven  o'clock : but  their  lordships,  in  the 
mean  time,  being  informed,  that  Dr.  Drake 
owned  himself  to  be  the  Author  pf  the  book, 
and  that  he  desired  he  might  be  appointed  to 
attend  at  the  same  time  : thereupon  it  was  or- 
dered, That  he  should  attend  that  house  on  Sa- 
turday, the  same  hour ; when  after  reading  the 
order  made  the  6th,  at  the  desire  of  Dr.  Drake, 
for  his  attendance  that  day,  the  house  took 
into  their  consideration  the  above-mentioned 
paragraph.  A fter  the  reading  whereof,  Dr.  Drake 
was  called  in,  and  the  order  being  read  to  him, 
Lord-Keeper  asked  him  what  he  had  to  say 
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concerning  the  said  book  ; and  the  book  am 
tlie  said  paragraph  being  shewed  him,  he  own 
ed  he  writ  the  bonk,  and  that  paragraph  ii 
particular:  and  he  thought  he  had  just  reason 
to  write  it,  he  having  heard  her  highness  talk® 
of  disrespectfully  in  almost  every  coffee- hou* 
Then  he  withdrew : and  after  some  debat 
was  called  in  again ; and  the  Lord  Keeper  toi 
him  the  house  Mas  not  satisfied  with  what  li 
had  said,  but  thought  he  trilled,  and  require 
him  to  acquaint  the  home  with  the  grounds  • 
his  writing  tliat  paragraph.  He  answered,  13 
found  it  mentioned  in  divers  anonyrooi 
pamphlets  published  at  that  time,  and  hope 
it  was  no  hurt  to  answer  those  pamphlets,  nr 
desired  time  to  recollect  what  those  pamphle 
were  : and  then  withdrew. 

After  some  time  he  was  called  again,  an 
asked  the  following  questions,  viz.  It  lie  coul 
charge  any  person  or  perse  ns  in  the  kingdon 
with  the  matters  asserted  by  him  in  that  pan 
graph?  To  which  he  answered,  That  he  di 
not  know  any  such  person. 

Then  he  was  asked,  Whether  he  had  hear 
any  other  person  say,  that  they  could  chmrg 
any  person  whatsoever  with  matters  contain? 
in  that  paragraph?  He  said,  He  did  not  kno< 
of  auy  such  persons. 

Being  fartlier  asked,  If  he  had  any  oibe 
grounds  besides  the  pamphlets,  and  wba 
these  pamphlets  were  ? He  said,  he  had  n 
oilier  grounds  besides  the  pamphlets ; an< 
named  the  several  pamphlets  follow  iug,  a 
his  reason  for  writing  the  said  paragraph 
viz.  The  two  Legi*n  Letters;  the  BUd 
List;  the  4 Jura  Populi  Anghcani;*  and  .To 
land's  4 Reasons  for  inviting  over  the  princes 
‘ of  Hanover/  And  being  asked,  If  in  any  odi 
of  these  Pamphlets  there  was  any  thing  sait 
about  setting  aside  the  present  Queen  ? H< 
answered,  he  did  not  remember  there  was. 

Then  lie  beiug  withdrawn,  the  said  Para 
graph  was  taken  into  consideration,  and  it  wa 
propo-ed  to  pass  h censure  thereupon.  Anc 
after  debate,  this  qutstion  was  put,  That  a ceu 
sure  should  he  then  put  upon  the  said  para 
graph  ? It  was  resolved  in  the  Affirmative. 

Then  this  question  was  put,  That  in  the  Pre- 
face of  the  Book,  entitled.  The4  History  oftht 
4 last  parliament,  be guu  at  Westminster  ihe  toil 
4 duy  of  February,  in  the  12th  year  of  the 
4 reign  of  king  William,  Anno  Dom.  17 00, 
there  weoe  several  expressions  which  were 
groundless,  false  and  scandalous,  tending  to 
create  jealousies  in  her  Majesty  of  her  people 
and  to  cause  great  misunderstandings,  fear?, 
and  disputes  amongst  the  queen's  subjects,  and 
to  disturb  the  peace  ami  quiet  of  the  king* 
dom. 

It  was  resolved  in  the  Affirmative,  in  these 
words,  44  It  is  resolved  and  declared  by  the 
Lords  spiritual  aud  temporal  in  parliament  as- 
sembled, that  in  the  prelace  of  a hook  entitle 
4 The  History  of  the  last  Parliament*  begun  at 
4 Westminster  the  10th  day  of  February,  in  th« 
4 twelfth  year  of  the  reign  of  king  William 
4 1700’  (written  by  Dr.  Drake,  as  he  owned  *! 
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m bar)  there  are  several  expressions,  which  are 
rrowxlles,  false,  and  scandalous,  lending  to 
•rate  jealousies  in  her  Majesty  of  her  people, 
awl  to  cause  great  misunderstandings,  fears,  and 
(iapa:es  amongst  the  queen’s  subjects,  and  to 
ht arb  tbe  peace  and  quir  t of  the  kingdom.” 
After  «hich  they  ordered  her  Majesty’s  Attor- 
*rv-Gener»l  forthwith  effectually  to  prosecute 
iscsifd  doctor  Drake,  for  having  writ  the  said 

Paraph- 

Prortedingt  in  respect  to  1 Torn  Double' ] 
May  12th.  The  orjer  being  read  for  the  master 
■ad  na'deus  of  the  Stationers ’-Company,  and 
John  Nutt,  to  attend  to  give  an  account  of 

t*.ey  ha*J  donf , in  order  to  find  out  the 
xtttor  aud  printers  of  the  book  entitled,  ‘Tom 
‘ Duuh!rf  returned  out  of  the  country : Or  the 
*tr«  Picture  of  a modem  Whig,  set  out  in  a 

* wroi*d  Di  ilogue  between  Mr.  Whiglove,  and 

* Mr.  Double,  at  tlie  Rummer-Tavern  in  Queen- 
‘ Street/  They  were  called  in,  and  Mr.  Nutt 
wd  tint  Mr.  JBa>  her,  the  printer,  gave  him  the 

to  publish,  and  they  withdrew.  Then  the 
house  vent  mio  consideration  of  the  paragraphs 
n tie  89  a d <H>  pages  of  the  said  book,  which 

read  as  f dlovtetb,  viz. 

4 Wk^/tfiu  I find  we  have  miscarried  in  one 
'freatdcvjrn.  tbe  train  would  uot  take,  we  were 
‘▼cry  but  rptmit  just  kfore  tlie  parliament  met, 
'ali  th^  \\  hig  endit-e- houses  lung  how  necessary 
‘n»asto  break  into  the  Acts  of  Settlement, 

* and  u>  exclude— — 

* D-juble  Mura,  Whiglove,  talk  no  more 
opuu  that  subject,  I beseech  you  ; fresh  orders 
1 1»  i*ued  out,  and  since  we  are  not  strong 
' eiu>ogh  to  make  it  go,  and  that  on  the  con- 
‘ tun.  jt  has  alarmed  and  provoked  all  sorts  of 
1 we  are  now  directed  to  say,  that  never 
‘ »nv  inch  thing  was  intended  by  our  Party, 

1 though,  (Jod  knows,  it  was  the  whole  dis- 
‘ course  of  all  our  clubs.  Under  die  rose,  this 
4 wxs  one  of  those  erabrio’s  that  proved  abor- 
1 tot  upon  tbe  30th  of  December  last ; but 
’ Unagti  it  he  not  seasonable  to  stir  in  it  now, 
‘ftertrfear  our  abandoning  a wicked  design; 

‘ *e  sever  quite  lay  aside  any  mischief;  hovr* 
‘ wer,  since  it  has  really  opened  the  eyes  of  a 
f treat  many,  and  weakened  our  interest  among 
‘ *etrr*|  of  our  own  side,  whom,  (with  grief  of 
‘ ntftd  I speak  it)  we  cannot  work  up  to  be 
S*dtj  nf  so  much  injustice,  let  us  take  ail  oc- 
‘ Cfliooi  of  declaring,  that  we  will  not  violate 
‘ die*  acu,  upon  any  account  .whatsoever ; 
‘ *hich  we  may  the  more  safely  do,  because 
? **  know  it  is  our  principle  not  to  think  that 
v,«  arc  Loaud  hy  any  protestations  we  make 
«thcr  in  private  or  in  public;  and  it  is  one 
1 peat  advantages  we  have  over  the  rest 
’‘Ur  f»  How-subjects,  and  we  can  fetter  the 
eonicierc**  of  others,  while  our  own  arc  at 
‘ Mm  liberty / 

Tlieo  it  was'proposed  to  pass  the  same  cenr 
»ue  i^i  these  passages,  as  was  passed  on  part 
“ ihf  preface  of  Dr.  Drake’s  book. 

Alter  debate  the  question  was  put,  Whether 
^ should  be  then  adjourned  ? It 

m iht  negative.  Then  ibis  question 


was  proposed,  That  in  the  paragraphs  which 
have  been  read,  contained  in  tlie  89th  nnd  90th 
pages  of  the  book  entitled,  ‘ Tom  Double  rc- 
* turned  out  of  the  country,  &c/  there  were  se- 
veral expressions,  which  were  groundless,  false, 
and  scandalous,  tending  to  create  jealousies  in 
her  Majesty  of  her  people,  ami  to  cause  great 
misunderstandings,  fears,  and  disputes  amongst 
the  queen's  subjtcts,  and  to  disturb  tlie  peace 
and  quiet  of  the  kingdom. 

Then  the  question  was  put,  Whether  the 
words,  * groundless,  false  aud  scandalous/ 
should  be  left  out  of  the  question  ? 

It  was  resolved  in  the  negative : After  which 
the  main  question  was  put,  That  in  the  para- 
graphs which  had  been  read,  as  aforesaid, 
there  were  several  expressions  which  were 
groundless,  false,  and  scandalous,  tending  to 
create  jealousies  in  her  Majesty  of  her  peo- 
ple, and  to  cause  great  misunderstandings,  fears, 
aud  disputes  amongst  the  queeo’s  subjects,  and 
to  disturb  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  kingdom. 
It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative,  in  these 
words ; It  is  resolved  and  declared  hy  the  Lords 
spiritual  aud  temporal  in  parliament  assembled, 
that  in  tha  paragraphs  which  have  been  read, 
contained  in  the  89th  and  90th  pages  of  the 
book,  entitled,  ‘ Tom  Double  returned  out  of 
‘ the  country  : or  the  true  Picture  of  a modem 
‘ Whig  set  forth,  in  a second  dialogue  between 
1 Mr.  Whiglove  and  Mr.  Double,  at  the  Rum- 
‘ mer  tavern  in  Queen’s-strcet,’  there  are  se- 
veral expressions  which  are  groundless,  false, 
and  scandalous,  tending  In  cause  great  misun- 
derstandings, fears  and  disputes  amongst  tba 
queen’s  subjects,  and  to  disturb  tlie  peace  and 
quiet  of  tbe  kingdom. 

Animathcrsions  upon  Sermons  on  the  30 th  of 
January,  ordered  to  he  burnt  by  the  Hang- 
man.] This  being  over,  and  complaint  being 
made  to  the  bouse,  on  tbe  16th,  of  a bo^k  en- 
titled, ‘ Animadversions  upon  the  two  last  30th 
‘ of  January  Sermons.  One  preached  to  the 
‘ honourable  House  of  Commons  :The  other  to 
‘ the  Lower  House  of  Convocation.  InaLetter:’ 
after  reading  and  considering  the  several  para- 
graphs and  places  therein,  and  debate  there- 
upon : It  was  resolved  and  declared  by  their 
lordships,  That  the  book  or  pamphlet,  aforesaid, 
was  a malicious,  villainous  libel,  containing 
very  many  reflections  on  king  Charles  1,  of 
ever-blessed  memory,  and  teuding  to  tbe  sub- 
version of  the  monarchy:  And  (hereupon  it 
was  ordered  by  tbe  lords  spiritual  and  temporal 
in  parliament  assembled,  that  the  pamphlet 
should  be  burnt  by  the  hands  of  the  common 
hangman  at  Westminster,  on  t'riday,  tlie  52nd 
day  of  this  instant,  between  the  hours  of  one 
and  two  of  tbe  clock  in  the  afternoon  of  th* 
said  day. 

Hr.  Bincke's  Sermon  censured .J  Then  th# 
house  took  into  their  consideration  a book,  en- 
tituled,  “ A Sermon  preached  on  January  th# 
30th,  1701,  in  king  Henry  7’s  chapel  before  tb# 
reverend  clergy  of  tbe  Lower  House  of  Convoca- 
tion. By  W.  Binc.es,  D.  D.  a Proctor  for  tb# 
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diocess  of  Lichfield  mid  Coventry.”  And  some 
parts  or  paragraphs  out  of  the  ninth,  tenth,  and 
fifteenth  pages  of  the  said  book  being  read  as 
folio  wet  h,  viz. 

4 Ami  1st,  As  to  the  near  resemblance  he- 
4 tween  the  parties  concerned,  as  well  the 
4 actors  as  the  sufferers,  comparing  those  in  the 
4 text  with  those  of  the  day. — And  here  one 
4 would  imagine,  the  Utter  were  resolved  to 

* take  St.  Paul’s  expression  in  the  most  literal 
4 sense  the  words  will  bear,  ‘ and  crucify  to 
4 themselves  the  Lord  afresh,’  and  iu  the 

* nearest  likeness  that  could  be,  put  him  to  an 
4 open  shame.  If,  with  respect  to  the  dignity 
4 of  the  person,  to  have  been  born  King  of  the 
4 Jews,  was  what  ought  to  have  screened  our 
4 Saviour  from  violence,  here  is  also  one,  not 
4 only  bom  to  a crown,  but  actually  possessed 
4 of  it.  He  was  not  only  called  king  by  some, 

4 and  at  the  same  time  derided  by  others  for 
4 being  so  called,  but  he  was  acknowledged  by 

* all  to  be  a king  ; he  was  not  just  dressed  up 
4 for  an  hour'  or  two  in  4 Purple  Robes,’  anil 
4 saluted  with  a < Hail  King/  but  the  usual 
4 ornaments  of  majesty  were  his  customary  ap- 
4 parti ; his  subjects  owned  him  to  be  their 
4 Ling,  and  yet  they  brought  him  before  a tri- 
4 bunal,  they  judged  him,  they  condemned  him: 

4 and  that  they  might  not  be  wanting  in  any 
4 thing  to  set  him  at  naught,  they  spit  upon 
4 him,  and  treated  him  with  the  utmost  con- 
4 tempt.  Our  Saviour's  declaring,  * that  his 
4 kingdom  was  not  of  this  world/  might  look 
4 like  a sort  of  renunciation  of  hi''  temporal  so- 
4 vereignty,  for  the  present  desiring  only  to 
4 reign  in  the  hearts  of  men:  hut  here  was 
4 nothing  of  this  in  the  case  before  us  ; here 
4 was  an  indisputable  right  of  Sovereignty,  both 
4 by  the  laws  of  God  and  man ; he  was  the 
4 reigning  prince,  und  the  Lord’s  anointed ; and 
4 yet,  in  despight  of  all  law,  both  human  and 
4 divine,  he  was  by  direct  force  of  arms,  and 
4 the  most  dariug  methods,  of  a flagrant  rebel- 
4 lion  und  violence,  deprived  at  once  of  his  iui- 
4 perial  crown  and  life. — The  fact  of  this  day 
4 was  Such  a vying  with  the  first  arch-rebeJ,  the 
4 apostate  angel  Lucifer : It  was  such  a going 
4 beyond  the  old  serpent  in  his  own  way  of  in- 
4 solence  and  pride,  that  it  is  no  wonder  if  he 
4 began  to  raise  his  head,  and  set  up  for  domi- 
4 niou  in  this  world,  when  thus  warmed  and 
4 enlivened  by  a fiery  zeal  in  some,  and  rage  in 
4 others,  to  the  degree  of  drunkenness,  thirsting 
4 after  and  satiating  themselves  iu  royal  blood  ; 

4 and  in  which  respect  only,  heated  to  the  de- 
4 gree  of  phrenzy  and  madness,  the  plea  in  my 
4 text  may  seem  to  have  some  bold  of  them. 

4 4 Father,  forgive  them,  for  they  know  not  j 

* what  they  do.’  ’ 

After  debate  thereupon,  it  being  proposed  to 
censure  these  paragraphs,  the  house  came  to 
the  following  resolution : 

44  It  was  resolved  and  declared  by  the  Lords 
spiritual  und  temporal  in  parliament  a>sembled, 
That  in  the  book  entitled,  4 A Sermon  preacb- 
4 ed  on  January  the  30th,  1701,  in  krng  Henry 
4 7’i  chapel,  before  tbs  r«vereud  Clergy  of  the 
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4 Lower  House  of  Convocation,  by  W.  Bind* 
4 D.  D.  a Proctor  for  the  Diocess  of  Liichfie 
1 and  Coventry ;’  there  are  several  expresslo 
that  give  just  .scandal  and  offence  to  ail  Chr 
tian  people.”  Then  it  being  proposed  to  bu 
the  Sermon ; it  was  resolved  in  the  negath 
But  at  the  same  time  their  lordship9  order* 
That  the  resolution  above-recited,  should 
communicated  to  the  lord  bishop  ol  Litclifa 
and  Coventry,  his  ordinary,  whom  they  left 
censure  him  as  he  thought  fit,  according  to  t 
rules  of  those  courts. 

A Book  inviting  over  the  Elector  of  Ti 
norer  censured .]  In  the  next  place,  co 
plaint  being  made  to  the  house,  of  two  p; 
sages  in  the  pamphlet,  entitled,  1.  44  Reav 
for  addressing  his  majesty  to  invite  into  Ec 
land  their  highnesses  the  electoress  dowag> 
and  the  electoral  prince  of  Hanover.”  A 
likewise  2.  “ Reasons  for  attainting  and  abjt 
ing  the  pretended  prince  of  Wales,  and 
oiliers  pretending  auy  claim,  right  or  title  fre 
the  late  king  James  and  Queen  Alary,  with  i 
guments  for  mukiug  a vigorous  war  ag*i:i 
France.”  The  passages  were  read  to  l 
house : 

4 It  appears  from  history,  that  all  free  pe 
4 pie  have  set  aside  the  children  of  tyrants,  f 
4 reasons  of  external  and  universal  force,  as  i 
4 heritiug  (lie  principles  and  designs  of  the 
4 parents,  bearing  an  affection  to  their  friend 
4 and  owing  a revenge  to  their  enemies ; ; 
4 more  likely  to  grasp  at  a greater  power  thi 
4 even  their  parents,  the  better  to  secure  then 
4 selves  from  their  disgrace,  and  being  und 
4 extraordinary  obligations  to  those  forest 
4 potentates,  who  protected  or  restored  them. 

4 Ir.  fine,  whether  abjuration  be  penal  orvi 
4 luutary,  (for  I cannot  doubt  of  one  or  tf 
4 other)  I hope  care  will  be  taken  that  it  fc 
4 tendered,  as  I said  before,  to  ail  manner  i 
4 persons,  not  excepting  the  king’s  majesty,  < 
4 her  royal  highness  the  princess  of  Denmarl 
4 For  all  the  securities  we  give  to  them,  the 
4 owe  this  security  to  us.  Not  that  I doul 
4 either  of  them,  from  which  I am  the  fart  he; 
4 of, any  man  in  the  world  ; but  they  both  c 
4 them  very  well  know',  what  stories  and  sui 
4 mises  our  enemies  have  been  actually  spread 
4 ing  to  amuse  and  intimidate  the  people  : The 
4 have  w hispered  humble  thiugs  of  blind  an 
4 clandestine  bargains ; but  Cicsar’s  w ife  ougl 
4 to  be  unsuspected,  as  well  as  innocent/ 

After  which,  it  was  resolved  and  declared  b 
the  Lords  spiritual  and  temporul  in  parliaircn 
assembled,  That  there  were  in  that  pampkle 
assertions  and  insinuations,  scandalous  am 
dangerous,  tending  to  alienate  the  affections  o 
the  subjects  of  this  kingdom  from  her  majesty 
and  to  disturb  the  peace  niid  quiet  of  the  king 
dom. 

A Bill  for  the  Union  of  the  two  Kingdom*.. 
As  the  queen,  in  her  first  speech  to  the  parlia- 
ment, had  renewed  the  motion  made  by  th* 
late  king,  for  the  Union  of  England  und  Scot* 
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mi  s bill  wsv  brought  in  for  that  purpose. 
Mur  of  those,  who  seemed  now  to  have  the 
,mtts  share  of  her  favour  and  confidence, 
.s,«cd  ibis  bid  with  much  heat,  and  not  with- 
er udecent  reflections  on  the  Scots  nation ; 
nt  it  was  earned  by  a great  majority,  that  the 
jirto  should  be  irapowered  to  name  cominis- 
iweri  fiir  treating  of  an  Union.  It  was  so  vi- 
ibrihe  interest  of  England,  and  of  the  pre- 
r.  government,  to  shut  that  back-door  against 
it  practices  of  France,  and  the  attempts  of  the 
retwded  prince  of  Wale«,  that  the  opposition 
i tka  first  step  towards  an  Union,  and  the  in- 
fant jeorn  with  which  Seymour  and  others 
reared  the  Scots,  were  clear  indications,  that 
fee  posts,  they  were  brought  into,  had  not 
beged  their  tempers  : But  that,  instead  of 
eaJjcg  matters,  they  intended  to  irritate  them 
ether  by  reproachful  speeches ; the  bill  went 
both  houses,  notwithstanding  the  rough 
I® ’-men!  iimet  with  at  first;  and,  on  the  6th 
l May,  received  the  royal  assent. 

I'hQueeu's  Speech  at  the  Close  of  the  Session.] 
Ifayii.  The  queen  came  to  the  house  of 
and,  after  passing  se  veral  bills,  put  an 
ac  iu  the  session  tflcli  the  following  Speech  : 

“ My  lords  and  gentlemen  ; I cannot  con- 
&c  this  session  without  repeating  my  hearty 
to  you  all,  for  your  great  care  of  the 
fcfehe,  and  the  many  marks  you  have  given  of 
par  duty  and  affection  tome.  And  I must 
•bait  you,  gentlemen  of  the  house  of  com- 
io  particular,  both  for  the  supplies  you 
hie  given  to  support  me  in  this  necessary 
the  provisions  you  have  made  for  the 
kta contracted  in  the  former:  Your  great 

f*ice  m making  good  those  deficiencies  will 
k * Jilting  honour  and  credit  to  the  nation  : I 
the  dithculties  they  have  brought  upon  us, 
be  * warning  to  prevent  such  iticonveni- 
«c£»tor  the  future. — 1 must  recommend  to 
ywttt,  in  your  several  counties,  the  preserva- 
^ ol  the  public  peace,  and  a due  execution 
dike  !*»».. — I shall  always  wish  that  no  diflfe- 
t«wf5  of  opinion  among  those  that  are  equally 
swcifd  to  my  service  may  fie  the  occasion  of 
*°d  animosities  among  themselves.  I 
•bail  be  Tery  careful  to  presene  and  maintain 
u*  act  of  toleration,  and  to  set  the  minds  of  all 
^ people  at  quiet ; my  own  principles  must 
•^fysketp  me  entirely  firm  to  the  interests 
3 religion  of  the  church  of  Euglnnd,  and  will 
ttdmeme  to  countenance  those  who  have  the 
real  to  support  it.” 

ft*  P*r foment  prorogued.]  And  then  the 

“^Keeper,  by  her  majesty’s  command,  pro- 
n,?iedtbe  parliament  till  the  7th  day  of  July 

text. 


PiIMCIPaL  Occt'BBENCES  DURING  TUB  Re- 
Iterations  in  England  and 
, *tM^~~^omviu\u)ners  to  treat  of  an 
>m%—Afntrt  in  Ireland — Siege  of  Key- 
tempt  upon  Nimeguen — Landau 
ti—Tkt  Karl  of  Marlborough  sets  out  to 
the  Army — Vmto  and  Fort  St.  AJi- 
^^—Ruranond  surrenders — Liege  ca- 


pitulates— The  English  Fleet  sent  to  Cadis — 
The  Galleons  taken  and  burnt  at  Vigo.]-— 
“ The  naval  preparations  in  England  and  Hol- 
land,” says  Tindal,  “ were  now  carried  on 
with  all  possible  speed ; and,  as  they  raised  the 
spirits  of  the  confederates,  so  they  gave  no 
small  alarms  to  France,  Spain,  and  even  Por- 
tugal ; the  design  of  the  expedition  having  been 
kept  so  secret,  that  it  was  uncertain  which  of 
those  three  kingdoms  was  most  threatened. 
France,  having  sent  a strong  squadron  of  men 
of  war  into  the  West-Indies,  both  to  attack  the 
English  plantations,  and  to  bring  home  the 
Spanish  galleons,  had  no  sufficient  number  of 
ships  left  to  defend  her  own  coasts,  much  less 
to  protect  those  of  Spain,  whose  king,  in  tho 
beginning  of  the  spring,  was  gone  into  Italy, 
both  to  appease  the  tumults  in  the  kingdom  of 
Naples,  and  to  share  with  (he  duke  of  Ven- 
dosme,  the  expected  honour  of  forcing  prince 
Eugene  to  repass  the  mountains  of  Tirol. 

“ And  though  the  king  of  Portugal  gave  fair 
words  to  the  imperial  ministers,  and  to  JVlr. 
Methuen,  the  English  envey,  yet  he  began  to 
be  apprehensive,  that  the  allies,  having  a for- 
midable power  at  sea,  would  use  more  prevail* 
ing  means  than  a negotiation  to  make  him 
break  his  late  engagements  with  France.  On 
the  30th  of  May,  sir  George  Rooke,  admiral  of 
the  English  fleet,  having  hoisted  the  union  flag 
on  board  the  Royal  Sovereign,  came  to  Spit- 
head  with  sir  Cloudesly  Shovel,  on  board  the 
Queen,  and  the  great  ships  that  lay  at  the 
Nore:  And,  at  the  same  time,  rear-admiral 
Fnirbome  arrived  there  from  Ireland,  with  a 
squadron  of  men  of  war,  having  on  board  four 
regiments  of  foot,  that  were  to  be  part  of  the 
land  forces,  to  be  commanded  by  the  duke  of 
Ormond,  who,  on  the  first  of  June,  arrived  at 
Portsmouth,  accompanied  by  sir  Henry  Bclla- 
sis,  who  was  to  serve  under  him,  and  by  admi- 
ral Churchill  ; and,  the  next  day,  prince  George 
likewise  set  out  for  that  sea-port. 

“ The  same  day,  the  queen  went  from  St. 
James’s  to  Windsor,  having  appointed  Simon 
Harcourt,  esq.  to  be  her  Solicitor-General,  and 
conferred  the  honour  of  knighthood  both  upon 
him  and  on  Edward  Northey,esq.  the  Attorney- 
General.  The  day  before,  out  of  a just  regard 
to  the  law  of  nations,  the  queen,  by  proclama- 
tion, ordered  all  ships,  stopped  before  the  de- 
claration of  war,  to  be  discharged,  and  caused 
another  proclamation  to  be  published,  ‘ For 
‘ the  encouragement  of  her  ships  of  war  and 
1 privateers/  And  at  the  same  time  her  ma- 
jesty renewed  the  commission  for  the  manage- 
ment of  the  customs ; and  upon  her  return 
from  Windsor,  appointed  the  lord-lieutenants, 
the  commissioners  of  trade ; for  prizes,  stamp, 
and  salt-duties;  and  generals  of  her  laud-1 
forces ; gave  audience  to  several  foreign  mi- 
nisters, and  disposed  of  many  places  aud  em- 
ployments ; and,  among  the  rest,  the  earl  of 
Marlborough  was  made  master  of  the  ordnance, 
the  hon.  John  Granville,  lieutenant-general, 
William  Bridges,  master  surveyor,  Christopher 
Musgrave,  clerk  of  the  same;  and  Edward 
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Southwell  was  appointed  secretary  of  statein 
Ireland,  on  tlie  resignation  of  bis  father  sir  Ho- 
bart Southwell. 

“ The  queen,  pursuant  to  the  power  given 
her  by  acts  of  parliament  of  both  kingdoms, 
appointed  commissioners  for  treating  about  an 
Union  between  England  and  Scotland.  The 
commissioners  met,  for  the  first  time,  on  the 
22d  of  October,  at  the  Cock-pit,  where,  after 
reading  both  commissions,  Lord-Keeper  Wright 
made  a short  speech  on  the  occasion  of  their 
meeting,  und  was  answered  by  the  duke  of 
Queeosberry. 

“ As  there  was  not  a quorum  of  the  Scots 
commissioners  arrived  in  town,  their  meeting 
was  adjourned,  by  a letter  from  the  queen,  to 
the  10th  of  November ; but,  about  tbe  20th  of 
the  same  month,  they  met  again  ; and,  not- 
withstanding some  previous  objections  made 
by  the  Lord-Keeper  to  the  validity  of  tbe 
Scots  commission,  they  fully  adjusted  the  pre- 
liminaries, of  which  this  was  one  of  the  most 
considerable,  ‘ That  nothing  agreed  on  amongst 
‘ themselves  should  be  binding,  except  it  be  ra- 
‘ lifted  by  her  majesty,  and  the  respective  par- 

* liaments  of  both  nations ; and  that,  except 
‘ all  the  heads  proposed  for  the  treaty  w ere 
‘ agreed  to,  no  particular  thing  agreed  on 

* should  be  binding.’  The  Lord-Keeper  then 
proposed  on  the  part  of  the  English,  ‘ That 
‘ tbe  two  kingdoms  should  be  inseparably 
‘ united  into  one  monarchy  under  her  majesty 

* and  tier  heiri  and  successors,  and  under  the 

* same  limitations,  nccording  to  the  acts  of  set- 
‘ tlement.’  And  the  duke  of  Queensbury  pro- 
posed on  the  part  of  the  Scots,  ‘ That  both 
‘ nations  should  be  united  in  one  monarchy, 

< and  one  parliament,  with  a mutual  communi- 
‘ cation  of  trade  and  privileges.’  The  proposal 
of  the  English  was  readily  agreed  to ; and  the 
queen,  to  quicken  matters,  came  on  the  14th  of 
December,  and  made  a speech  to  them.  The 
Scots  commissioners  had  given  in  six  proposals, 
on  which  some  considerations,  as  a subject- 
matter  of  debate,  were  delivered  by  the  Eng- 
lish commissioners.  But,  when  the  Scots  com- 
missioners gave  in  their  proposals  for  preserv- 
ing the  rights  and  privileges  of  their  company 
trading  to  Africa  and  the  Indies,  such  difficul- 
ties arose,  as  put  a stop  to  all  farther  progress, 
and  nothing  more  was  done  upon  this  commis- 
sion, which  was  annulled  by  the  new  Scottish 
parliament  called  by  the  queen,  us  will  hereafter 
be  seen. 

“ Ireland  was  now  put  under  lords  justices, 
named  by  the  earl  of  Rochester.  The  earl  of 
Mount-Alexandcr,  major-general  Erie,  and 
Thomas  Knightly,  were  appointed  lordsjustice*, 
in  the  room  of  the  archbishop  of  Dublin  and 
tbe  earl  of  Drogheda,  whom  the  lord  Roches- 
ter had  left  in  the  government  of  that  kingdom. 
Mean  time,  the  trustees  for  the  forfeited  es- 
tates continued  still  in  their  former  authority. 

“ Tbe  first  step  of  the  war  was  to  be  made 
in  the  name  of  the  elector  Palatine,  in  the 
siege  of  Keyserswaert,  which  had  been  put  into 
the  bands  of  the  French  by  the  elector  of  Co- 
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logne,  and  which,  whilst  in  their  hands,  exp! 
both  the  circle  of  Westphalia  and  the  d< 
nions  of  the  States ; lor  their  places  on 
Whall,  being  in  no  good  condition,  lay  ope 
the  excursions  of  that  garrison.  Tbe  tren, 
had  been  opened  before  this  town  on  the 
of  April ; and  tbe  care  of  the  siege  cotnirn 
to  the  prince  of  Nassau  Saarbrugh  (deck 
the  emperor’s  marshal  de  camp)  under  w 
the  Dutch  served  as  auxiliaries  to  the  empt 
the  States  not  having  declared  war  ngt 
France.  Another  army  of  the  I Jutch 
formed  under  the  earl  of  Athlone,  and  la 
the  dutchy  of  Cleve  to  cover  the  siege  ; a 
third,  commanded  by  general  Cohoro,  hi 
into  Flanders,  forced  and  demolished  the  1 
between  the  two  forts  of  St.  Donat  and  Isab 
which  the  enemy  had  been  many  mouths  : 
ing  with  great  labour  and  expence,  nnd  laid 
greatest  part  of  the  Chatellanie  of  Dr 
under  contribution.  However,  after  these 
cesses,  upon  the  approach  of  the  marqui 
Bedmitr  and  the  count  de  la  Motte,  with 
French  troops  under  their  command,  wl 
were  superior  in  number  to  him.  Coborn 
forced  to  retire  under  the  walls  of  Sluys  ; ( 
to  prevent  the  enemy's  taking  fort  £>onat, 
first  laid  the  country  under  water,  and  for 
the  Spaniards  to  retire  towards  Ghent. 

“ However  on  April  the  24th,  the  besieg 
carried  their  trenches  within  two  hundred  pa 
of  the  town,  and  had  four  batteries  continui 
firing,  with  which  they  had  made  considers 
breaches  in  the  rampart,  so  that  they  intent 
to  make  an  attack  upon  the  counterscai 
for  which  purpose  a good  number  of  tascu 
and  wool-packs  were  prepared,  it  be, 
thought,  that  by  those  proceedings  the  to 
would  soon  surrender.  However,  the  con 
derates  were  very  much  mistaken  in  tbeirc 
dilation  : for,  though  they  proposed  to  he  ni 
tors  of  that  place  in  three  weeks,  they  fount 
held  out  near  two  months,  and  bad  like 
have  proved  a bad  beginning  of  a new  vt. 
For  count  Tallard,  having  posted  himself  « 
his  flying  camp,  o:i  the  other  side  of  the  Bhu 
fired  from  thence  with  so  much  success,  tl 
the  besiegers,  notwithstanding  their  intrenc 
ments,  were  very  much  incommoded,  and  hi 
besides,  the  mortification  to  sea  the  besieg 
succoured  from  that  camp  with  troops,  arum 
nition,  and  all  necessary  refreshment,  whic 
with  the  excessive  rains  that  swelled  the  Rhin 
to  the  great  prejudice  of  the  assailants,  occ 
sioned  the  length  of  the  siege.  However,  i 
this  while  the  besiegers  cannonaded  the  tow 
and  haltered  the  outward  fortifications  wi 
forty-eight  great  guns,  and  thirty  mortars  : i 
that  it  was  almost  reduced  to  ashes,  when  tlx 
resolved  to  make  a general  attack  on  the  com 
terscarp  and  ravelin.  This  they  execute 
with  unparalleled  bravery.  The  conflict  tn 
obstinate  and  bloody,  for  nothing  was  tn  b 
seen  for  two  hours,  but  flame  and  smoke : Be 
at  length  tbe  besieged  were  constrained  to  air 
ground,  and  leave  tbe  besiegers  masters  both  c 
the  ravclia  and  the  counterscarp,  upon  wluc 
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it!  immediately  lodged  themselves.  The  allies,  as  if  they  intended  to  attack  them  ; but 
race  of  Nassau  Saarburgb  performed  prodi-  this  they  did  only  to  cover  the  march  of  their 
*=  of  valour,  giving  bis  orders  vriih  great  con-  own  army,  which  tiled  off  towards  Cleve,  veat- 
(xpt af  the  danger,  and  admirable  presence  nig  their  rage  at  their  disappointment  upon  the 
is-  i \ and  all  the  other  officers  and  soldiers  defenceless  country,  which  they  rifled  and  laid 
Amd  themselves  in  this  action  beyond  ex-  waste,  destroying  the  park  of  Cleve,  and  all 
Kata*.  Tliis  advantage,  however,  cost  the  the  delicious  walks  and  avenues  of  that  charm- 

Kfekxates  very  dear  ; for  they  had  six  bun-  ing  place.  Thus  was  marshal  Bouffiers  din- 

ts and  eighty  men  killed,  and'  one  thousand  appointed  in  bis  design  upon  Nimeguen,  which, 
u hundred  and  two  wounded  in  the  action  ; if  taken,  must  have  been  lollowed  with  very 
It  it  likewise  so  much  weakened  the  garrison,  fatal  consequences,  for  the  French  would  have 
It  trey  were  forced  to  capitulate,  and  ob-  penetrated  into  the  very  heart  of  the  United 
bed  honourable  terms.  The  fortifications  Provinces:  It  was  but  indifferently  provided 

tR  rued  according  to  agreement.  for  an  attack,  and  the  scheme  was  well  laid 

“On  the  10th  of  Jnne,  N.  S.  the  marshal  against  it, and  wanted  but  little  of  being  punctu- 

i iktrtdtrs  decamped  from  Zanten,  and  di-  ally  executed,  the  enemy  missing  but  half  an 

tted  he  march,  without  sound  of  trumpet  or  hour  of  arriving  in  the  outworks  before  the  con- 
cur drum,  through  the  plains  of  Goch  to-  federates,.  Tne  earl  of  Athlons’s  conduct  on 

Ws  Mooker-Hyde,  close  by  Nimeguen,  with  this  occasion  raised  his  credit,  as  much  as  it 

new  to  get  between  the  confederate  army  sunk  marshal  Bouffiers,  who,  though  he  had  a 

dint  city,  and  so  to  cut  them  off  from  iheir  superior  army,  animated  by  the  presence  of  so 
onruma,  ammunition,  and  forage.  Upon  great  a prince  as  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  was 
ntbeearlof  Athlone,  having  early  informa-  able  to  do  nothing,  but  was  unsuccessful  in 
mot  ike  enemy’s  inotiou,  and  discovering  everything  that  he  designed  ; and  bis  parties, 
Mr  daign,  called  a council  of  general  officers,  that  at  any  time  were  engaged  with  those  of 
ktroo  it  was  unanimously  resolved,  that  t ho  the  earl,  were  defeated  in  almost  every  action, 
nfiderates  should  begiu  their  march  that  “ The  unsuccessful  attempt  upon  Nimeguen, 
iBag.  The  baggage  was  accordingly  sent  and  the  reduction  of  Keyserswaert,  were  not 
i Nireeguen,  and,  after  several  marches  and  the  only  mortifications  which  the  French  suf- 
Ssations,  the  earl  about  break  nf  day  re-  fered  ; for,  their  army  in  Germany  being  but 
Rwd  particular  intelligence  of  the  strength  of  weak,  and  drawing  together  hut  slowly  under  , 
it  enemy,  aod  caused  the  cavalry  to  be  the  command  of  imirshai  de  Catinat,  the  Uer- 
up  in  order  of  battle  to  cover  the  march  mans  had  an  opportunity  of  laying  siege  to 
• tie  infantry.  About  eleven  in  ibe  morning,  Landau.  This  strong  and  important  place  was 
kfreacb  horse  advanced  in  great  numbers,  invested  on  the  16th  of  June,  N.  S.  by  prince 
ij  tie  huuseliold-troups  at  their  head,  and  Lewis  of  Baden,  who  spent  the  rest  of  the 
•“♦dopon  the  earl,  who  behaved  himself  month  in  raising  batteries,  and  making  his  np- 
treat  resolution.  However,  as  the  cou-  preaches  ; and,  on  the  27th  of  July,  the  king 
attnie  squadrons  were  wheeling,  the  French  of  the  Romans  arrived  in  the  confederate 
TO1i'P“*lied  them  upon  the  font,  and  put  two  camp,  in  order  to  have  the  honour  of  taking 
*<iree  battalions  into  confusion  ; but,  by  the  the  city  : his  train  was  so  large,  and  Ins  equi- 
staaa  of  the  general  otficers,  the  enemy  was  page  so  splendid,  that  the  expence  of  it  put 
m rt|Hi!sed.  On  the  other  side  there  hap-  all  the  emperor’s  affairs  in  great  disorder ; the 
Wed  «a  encounter  between  some  of  the  squad-  most  necessary  things  being  neglected,  while  a 
“r  i of  the  French  king’s  household,  some  needless  piece  of  pomp  consumed  so  great  a 
itash  squadrons,  and  some  of  the  earl  of  part  of  their  treasure.  The  siege  was  stopped 
dtbkoe's  carabineers,  whoso  remarkably  dis-  for  some  weeks  for  want  of  ammunition;  but 
‘ ’euwad  themselves  on  this  occasion,  that  the  at  last  the  citadel  was  taken  by  storm  on 
Frencb  were  repulsed,  though  with  considerable  the  9th  of  September,  and,  on  the  IStb,  the 
“•i' oo  both  sides.  By  this  time  the  confrde-  city  surrendered. 

mrs  got  under  the  cannon  nf  Nimeguen,  “This  was  the  state  of  the  campaign,  before 
"oich,  soon  after,  began  to  play  upon  the  ene-  the  earl  of  Marlborough  left  England,  from 
*!i*odlbe  burghers  signalized  thermal i es  on  whence  he  set  out  on  the  12tb  of  May,  and, 

' orcaston  in  an  extraordinary  manner ; for,  upon  his  arrival  at  the  Hague,  having  the  cha- 
• *gb they  had  not  a gamier  in  the  town,  they  racter  of  ambassador  as  well  as  captain- 
Jooapd  their  artillery  with  great  success.  The  general,  he  had  several  conferences  with  the 
“tl«h,wbo had  the  honour  to  close  there-  States,  in  which  he  gave  them  all  possible  as- 
“H'i«auitiined  their  post  in  excellent  order,  surauces  of  the  queen’s  affection  and  resolution 
a-wisted  by  the  prince  of  VVirtemhcrg,  to  support  them  in  all  emergencies.  The  earl 
'"OftttKop  to  the  houshold-troops,  winch  of  Athlone  was  set  on  by  the  other  Dutch  ge- 
*w  advanced  very  near  them,  and  preparing  nerals,  to  insist  on  his  quality  of  velt-marshal, 
attune  them  towards  the  end  of  their  march,  and  to  have  the  command  with  the  earl  of 
*“*7  battalions  of  foot  were  posted  in  the  Marlborough  by  turns.  But,  though  he  was 
***«ks  of  N tmeguea,  and  the  whole  army  now  in  high  reputation  by  his  late  conduct, 

*»  unto  wins  all  that  night,  as  was  the  ene-  the  States  obliged  him  to  yield  this  point  to  th« 
*!.>«wiie,  The  next  morning  a great  body  earl  of  Marlborough,  whom  they  declared  ge- 
ttschboise  and  foot  advanced  towards  the  neralissimo  of  all  their  forces,  and  sent  orders 
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to  all  their  generals  and  other  officers  to  obey 
him.  The  earl,  on  his  part,  made  so  modest 
and  becoming  a use  of  the  power  put  into  his 
hands,  os  soon  gained  him  the  hearts  of  all  the 
general  officers  under  him  ; and,  to  the  earl  of 
Athione  in  particular,  he  behaved  iu  so  oblig- 
ing a manner,  that  the  command  seemed  to  be 
equal  between  them. 

“ All  things  being  now  regulated  with  the 
deputies  of  the  States,  the  earl  left  the  Hague 
on  the  30th  of  June,  N.S.  and  went  to  Breda; 
from  whence  he  sent  what  detachments  could 
be  spared  from  that  place  and  other  garrisons, 
to  the  camp  at  Nimegueu.  lie  followed- 
thither  himself  on  the  lid  of  July,  where,  the 
next  day,  the  earl  of  Athione,  lieutenant- 
general  Dopff,  and  the  other  general  officers, 
made  him  a visit ; and,  at  an  interview  with 
them,  he  gave  the  necessary  orders  for  drawing 
the  army  together.  Nineteen  battalions  of  the 
troops,  which  hud  been  employed  at  the  siege 
of  Keyserswaert ; the  troops  of  Hesse  and 
Luneuburgh ; the  English  forces  from  Breda 
under  major-general  Lumley,  and  other  troops, 
Jiaving  joined  the  army,  a camp  was  formed 
at  Duckemberg  and  Budweick,  consisting  of  j 
seventy-six  battalions  of  foot,  and  one  hundred 
and  twenty  squadrons  of  horse  and  dragoons,  ; 
amounting  together  to  about  sixty  tliousand  1 
men,  with  sixty-two  cannon,  eight  mortars  and 
hawbitz,  and  four  and  twenty  pontoons.  Thi- 
ther the  earl  went  likewise,  anti,  on  the  8th, 
called  n council  of  war  of  all  the  general 
officers,  to  concert  the  further  operations  of 
the  campaign. 

t(  The  earl  of  Athione  was  always  inclined  to 
cautious  and  sure,  but  withal  feeble,  counsels ; 
but  the  earl  of  Marlborough,  w hen  the  army 
was  thus  brought  together,  finding  his  force 
^superior  to  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  on  the  10th 
passed  the  Maese,  and  encamped  at  Over* 
Asselt  near  Grave,  within  two  leagues  and  a 
half  of  the  enemy,  who  had  intrenched  them- 
selves between  Gocb  and  Gennep.  On  the 
26th,  the  confederate  army  repassed  the  Maese 
below  the  Grave;  and,  on  the  ‘28th, encamped 
at  Geldorp,  upon  which  motion  the  French 
passed  the  same  river  about  Venlo.  Two  days 
after,  the  allies  removed  from  Geldorp  to  Gra- 
veobroeck,  where  findiug  a French  garrison  in 
Che  castle,  seated  in  a morass,  and  surrounded 
by  a double  ditch  and  good  pallisadoes,  n de- 
tachment, under  the  command  of  the  lord 
Cutts,  briskly  attacked  it,  and,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  four  cannon  and  two  hawbitz,  after  a 
short  resistance  obliged  the  garrison,  consisting 
of  a captain  and  an  hundred  men,  to  surrender 
at  discretion.  The  same  day,  the  British  ar- 
tillery arrived  in  the  camp  from  Holland,  under 
convoy  of  two  English  regiments  of  horse  and 
two  of  foot,  which  had  left  England  in  the  be- 
ginning of  June.  On  the  2d  of  August,  N.  S. 
they  advanced  to  Petit- Brugel,  following  the 
French,  who  retreated  as  they  advanced,  so 
close,  that  they  were  obliged  to  abaudon  the 
Spanish  Guelderiand,  which  was  left  to  the 
discretion  of  the  confederates.  The  earl  ©f 


/ Marlborough  was  for  venturing  upon  ac 
[ sive  action,  for  which  end,  the  whole  army 
ordered  to  their  arms  the  next  morning  e; 
! But  the  Dutch  were  afraid  co  put  things  to 
an  hazard,  and  would  not  consent  to  it.  J 
sionary  FageJ,  and  those  who  had  tire  m 
nist ration  of  alfairs  at  (he  Hague,  procei 
with  the  more  caution,  because,  upon  tbe 
king’s  death,  those,  who  had  always  opp 
him,  began  to  form  parties  in  several  of  i 
towns,  and  were  designing  a change  ofgci 
merit ; so  that  any  public  misfortune,  in  i 
conduct,  would  have  given  great  advaat 
to  those,  who  lay  upon  the  watch  for  ti 
The  pensionary  was  more-  particularly  ni 
at ; and  that  made  him  the  more  uuwillit 
run  any  risque.  Those,  who  pretended  t 
judges,  thought,  that,  if  the  earl  of  Mai 
rough's  advice  had  been  followed,  mi 
might  have  been  brought  to  u happy  decis 
and  the  rather,  os  it  aiterwards  appeared, 
the  French  army  w as  riot  above  half  got  to  t 
camp,  greatly  fatigued  by  an  almost  conn 
march  of  two  days  and  two  nights,  and  in 
greatest  consteruai ion.  But,  as  the  earl 
prudent  in  his  conduct  of  the  array,  so  wa 
careful  not  to  take  too  much  upon  himself. 

“ The  duke  of  Buiguudy,  finding  hm 
obliged  to  retreat  as  the  confederate  a 
advanced,  thought  this  was  not  suitable  to 
dignity  ; and  therefore  left  marshal  Boufi 
to  command,  ending  his  first  campaign  t 
inglonously ; and  it  appears,  that  the  Fre 
king  was  dissatisfied  with  the  conduct  ol 
marshal,  for  he  never  after  reposed  any  c 
fidcnce  in  him. 

u The  Dutch,  who  were  so  lately  in 
deepest  consternation  upon  the  retreat  oftl 
army  under  the  cannon  of  Nimeguen,  be! 
the  carl  of  Marlborough’s  arrival,  had  non- 
pleasure  to  see  the  French  fly  in  their  tui 
and  thus  were  the  United  Provinces  preser 
by  the  earl's  prudeuceaud  vigilance,  whilst 
duke  of  Burgundy,  who  caine  to  the  army  to 
taught  howto  fight,  learned  nothing  but  how 
avoid  an  engagement. 

“ The  earl  of  Marlborough  went  on,  tak; 
several  places,  which  made  little  or  no  rei 
tance  ; and  finding  at  length,  that  the  Free 
were  not  to  be  brought  to  an  engagement 
equal  terms,  and  the  deputies  of  the  Star 
general,  who  followed  the  army,  having  repi 
seated  to  him,  that  it  was  much  more  for  l 
advantage  of  Holland  to  dispossess  the  enet 
of  the  places  they  held  in  the  Spanish  Go 
derland,  whereby  tbe  free  navigation  of  t 
Maese  was  interrupted,  and  the  important  to» 
of  Maestrichtin  a manner  blocked  up,  he  tl“ 
fore  disposed  all  tilings  for  the  siege  ol  Vt«l 
In  the  mean  time,  general  Schultz  was  order' 
to  reduce  the  town  and  castle  of  Wertz,  win- 
capitulated  after  a short  resistance. 

“ On  the  7th  of  September,  the  trenches  we 
opened  on  both  sides  the  Maese,  and  the  to* 
of  Venlo  surrendered  on  the  23th  of  the**0 
month,  after,  fort  St.  Michael  had  beenstormt 
and  taken  by  the  English  uudtr  the  cotnmtr 


33] 

of  the  lord  Cults,  who,  with  several  other 
■*£cers  o t the  same  nation,  particularly  the 
Tonus'  earl  of  Huntingdon,  shewed  an  incre- 
<L"!<  bravery  on  that  hazardous  occasion. 

“ The  earl  proceeded  with  the  army  under 
has  cjtnmand  to  sit  down  before  lturemond, 
the  second  city  of  Guelder  s,  standing  upon 
tic  Maese,  at  thcconllucnce  of  that  river  and 
ti;  Itoer;  which,  after  a very  vigorous  siege, 
fceat  a parly  on  the  6th  of  October,  and  the 
am  day  surrendered  upon  articles.  The  same 
i-iae  Sterenswsrt,  a fortified  place,  seated  on 
die  Maese,  about  five  miles  from  Hurcmoud  to 
the  south,  capitulated  likewise.  Upon  the 
wtwe*  of  the  confederates,  marshal  Bouf- 
&en  thought  it  high  time  to  provide  for  the 
Mcuritjof  Liege  which  he  justly  apprehended 
to  be-  in  no  small  danger,  Being  accompanied 
cbeofore  with  the  duke  of  Mayuc,  ajid  taking 
».!b  him  some  Engineers,  he  went  to  view  the 
hrtiicatioas  of  the  citadel,  and,  after  that,  the 
cc ost considerable  posts  between  that  city  and 
lUrtricnt,  as  if  he  intended  to  incainp  there  ; 
fcu,  acding  it  nnpracticahie  by  tiie  approach 
of tbe  confederates,  who  were  marching  towards 
Legr,  he  retreated  to  Tongeren  with  great 
precipitation,  and  went  towards  Brabant,  to 
dcte-id  such  places,  as  at  that  time  were  not 
attended  to  be  attacked. 

u When  the  confederate  army  came  before 
Le^e,  they  found  the  suburbs  of  St.  Walburgh 
•ft  cn  tire  Ly  the  French  garrison,  who  were 
fitted,  part  into  the  citadel,  and  part  into  the 
(I  -rtreuic,  after  which  the  city  was  delivered 
*p  to  the  l»t'iegers,  by  a treaty  between  the 
wr-uf  Marlborough,  the  deputies  of  the  States-  | 
pr.tril,  and  commissioners  from  the  chapter 
rastgi-iOacy.  Six  days  after,  the  trenches 
**rr  opened  against  the  great  citadel,  which  was 
hk*a  by  storm,  notwithstanding  de  Violaine, 
rtc  governor,  five  days  before, upon  a summons 
to  surrender,  sent  the  carl  of  Mari’  orougli 
That  it  would  he  time  enough  10  think 
six  weeks  hence.”  The  assailants  having 
‘r-eried  an  amazing  courage  in  this  nttack, 
r • put  taos»  of  the  garrison  to  the  sword, 
paied  a considerable  booty,  besides  honour  ; 
tor.  m tbc  cash  of  treasure  p.lone,  there  were 
Uree  hundred  thousand  florins  m gold  and 
^Ter,  and  notes  for  one  million  two  hundred 
thousand  florins  upon  substantial  merchants 
ti  Lege,  which  were  all  accepted,  and  turned 
irto  ready  money.  This  victory  was  soon  after 
f'vnpteattd  by  the  surrender  of  the  Char- 
tra,«*  the  garrison  of  wliich  place,  having 
cxpitalaied,  were  conducted  to  Antwerp. 

“ Thus  ended  the  campaign  w ith  great  suc- 
many  places  having  been  taken  with 
**■’*■*  resistance,  and  an  inconsiderable  loss 
*-dcr  of  tune  or  of  men.  The  earl  of  Mari- 
ka rough's  conduct  gained  him  the  hearts  of  the 
V’Bj,  aad  the  States-gcnend  were  highly  satis- 
with  every  thiug  he  did  ; ami  the  carl  of 
Atkkxiedid  him  the  justice  to  own,  that  he  had 
'uTcred  in  opinion  from  him  in  every  thing 
1.1!  «*£  done,  and  that  therefore  the  honour 
their  access  was  intirelv  owing  to  biin. 
ft. 
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“ Whilst  there  things  were  transacting  on 
the  continent,  the  confederate  fleet  was  not 
idle.  It  consisted  of  fifty  ships  of  the  line, 
thiity  English  and  twenty  Dutch  ; the  English 
commanded  by  sir  George  Rooke,  having 
under  him  vice-admiral  Hopson,  and  the  rear- 
admirals  Fairborue  mid  Graydon  ; the  Dutch 
under  tlie  command  of  lieutenant-admiral  Allt- 
mond,  admiral  Cnllemburgh,  the  vice-admirals 
Vandergoes  and  Pieterson,  and  the  rear-ad- 
miral Wnssanaer:  with  about  14,000  land 
forces  on  board  the  transports,  9,663  English, 
and  3,924  Dutch : The  English  commanded 
by  sir  Henry  Belhisis,  lirutennnt-general  ; sir 
Charles  O’Hara  ami  lord  Portmore,  tnajors- 
general ; and  the  colonels  Seymour,  Hamilton, 
and  Matthews,  brigadiers : And  the  Dutch, 
by  major-general  Sparre  and  brigadier  Laron 
Palnndt : The  duke  r»f  Ormond  hnd  the  supreme 
command  of  the  whole.  Sir  George  Rooke 
spoke  so  coldly  of  the  design,  which  he  went 
upon,  before  lie  sailed,  that  those  who  conversed 
w ith  him,  were  apt  to  infer,  that  he  intended 
to  do  the  enemy  as  little  harm  as  possible.  On 
the  19th  of  June,  the  fleet  weighed  front  Spit- 
head,  and  came  to  anchor  at  St.  Helen’s,  in 
order  to  sail  with  the  next  fair  wind.  Three 
days  after,  the  rear-admirals  Fairborue  and 
Graydon  were  detached  from  thence  with  six- 
teen men  of  war  and  two  fireships,  English, 
mid  a squadron  of  the  Dutch,  in  ail  thirty  sail, 
upon  a secret  expedition;  and,  on  the  23d,  the 
prince  of  Hesse  d’ A rmstadl  sailed  in  the  Ad- 
venture frigate  for  Lisbon.  Advice  had  been 
sent  over  from  Holland  of  a fleet,  that  sailed 
from  France  under  monsieur  de  C'asse,  and  «a» 
ordered  to  call  in  ut  the  Groyne.  Sir  John 
Munden  was  recommended  hy  sir  George 
Hooke  to  be  sent  against  this  fleet ; and,  though 
he  caine  up  with  them  with  a superior  force, 
yet  he  did  not  hinder  the  French  from  getting 
into  the  Groyne,  nor  fight  them  there. 

M Upon  Ins  return  therefore  to  St.  Helen’s, 
where  he  arrived  on  the  25th  of  June,  a court- 
martial,. of  which  sir  Cloudesley  Shovel  was 
president,  was  appointed  to  try  him.  He  was 
acquitted,  some  excusing  themselves  for  their 
lenity  to  him,  by  alledging,  that,  if  they 
had  condemned  him,  the  punishment  was 
death ; whereas  they  thought  his  errors  flowed 
from  a want  of  sense;  so  that  it  would  have 
been  hard  to  condemn  him  for  a defect  of  that 
which  nature  had  not  given  him.  But  this  ac- 
quittal raised  such  a public  clamour,  that  the 
queen  ordered  him  to  he  broke. 

u Sir  George  Rooke,  to  divert  the  design, 
w hich  he  hunself  was  to  go  upon,  w rote  from 
St.  Helen’s,  that  the  Dutch  fleet  was  victualled 
only  to  the  middle  of  September;  so  that  no  * 
great  design  could  he  undertaken,  when  so 
large  a part  of  the  fleet  was  so  ill  provided. 
When  the  Dutch  admiral  heard  of  this,  he  sent 
to  their  ambassador  to  complain  to  the  queen 
of  this  misinformation,  for  ho  was  victualled  to 
the  middle  of  December.  On  the  1st  of  July, 
the  confederate  fleet  set  sail  from  St.  Helen’s, 
steering  th«ii  course  for  Cadiz  ; but  they  ware 
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for  some  time  stopped  by  contrary  winds,  ac-  him,  ‘ That  the  point  of  the  greatest  importance 
cidrnts,  and  pretences,  many  of  which  were  4 was  to  insinuate  to  the  Spaniards,  and  shew 
thought  to  he  strained  and  sought  for;  how-  ‘ by  liis  proceedings,  that  he  came  not  as  an 
ever,  at  last,  on  the  12th  of  August,  they  came  ‘ enemy  to  Spain,  but  only  to  free  them  from 
to  anchor  in  the  bay  of  Cadiz,  about  two  leagues  4 France,  and  give  them  assistance  to  establish 
from  that  city.  Sir  George  Rooke  had  laid  no  1 themselves  under  the  government  of  the  house 
disposition  beforehand  how  to  proceed  upon  ‘of  Austria.’  However,  the  land-forces  beina 
bis  coming  thither,  and  some  days  were  lost  on  set  ashore  in  the  bay  of  Bulls,  made  themselvc* 
pretence  of  seeking  for  intelligence.  It  is  cer-  masters  of  llotn,  Fort  St.  Katharine,  and  Port 
tain,  that  our  court  had  false  accounts  of  the  St.  Mary,  which  they  found  deserted,  but  full  ol 
state  of  the  place,  with  regard  both  to  the  gar-  riches,  which  were  immediately  plundered 
rison  and  the  fortifications ; the  garrison  being  some  of  the  general  officers  setting  a very  ill 
much  stronger  and  the  fortifications  in  a much  example  to  all  the  rest,  especially  O Hara  anc 
better  condition,  than  had  been  represented.  Heliosis.  The  duke  of  Ormond  tried  to  hindei 
The  French  men  of  war  and  the  gullies,  that  this,  hut  did  uot  exert  his  authority  ; for  if  hi 
lay  in  the  bay,  retired  within  the  puntals.  In  had  made  some  examples  at  first,  lie  might  fail 
the  first  surprize,  it  had  been  easy  to  have  fol-  prevented  the  mischief  that  was  done.  But 
lowed  them,  and  to  have  takeu  or  burnt  them,  the  whole  army  running  so  violently  on  th« 
which  sir  Stafford  Fairbotne  offered  to  execute;  spoil,  he  either  was  not  able,  or,  through  a 
but  sir  George  Rooke  and  the  rest  of  his  gentleness  of  temper, not  willing  to  proceed  to  ei- 
creatures  did  not  approve  of  it.  Some  days  trcinities.  lie  had  published  a manifesto,  accord- 
were  lost  before  a council  of  war  was  called,  tog  to  bis  instructions,  by  which  the  Spaniard! 
In  the  mean  while,  the  duke  of  Ormond  sent  were  invited  to  submit  to  the  emperor;  and  fc 
some  engineers  and  pilots  to  sound  the  south  offered  his  protection  to  nil  that  came  in  to  turn 
side  of  Cadiz  near  the  island  of  St.  Pedro ; but,  Bui  the  plundering  of  St.  Mary’s  was  thought 
while  this  was  doing,  the  officers,  by  the  taking  an  ill  commentary  on  that  text.  After  souk: 
of  some  boats,  caine  to  know,  that  the  in-  days  of  unsuccessful  attempts  on  the  forrs  ol 
habitants  of  Cadiz  had  sent  over  the  best  of  that  side,  particularly  Matagorda,  it  appeared, 
their  goods  ami  other  effects  to  Port  St.  Mary’s,  that  nothing  could  be  done;  and,  provisions 
an  open  village  over  against  it,  on  the  conti-  now  growing  scarce,  and  the  sea  officers  repre* 
nent  of  Spain ; so  that  there  was  good  plunder  settling  the  danger  of  staying  any  longer  in  those 
lo  be  had  easily:  whereas  the  landing  on  the  seas,  the  duke  of  Ormond,  though  not  without 
isle  of  Cadiz  was  like  to  prove  dangerous,  and,  great  reluctance,  consented  to  the  re-embarking 
ns  ^orae  made  them  believe,  impracticable.  In  of  the  land-forces.  Some  of  the  ships  crews 
the  council  of  war  in  which  their  instructions  were  so  employed  in  bringing  off  and  bestow- 
were  read,  it  was  proposed  lo  consider,  how  ing  the  plunder,  that  they  took  not  the  nects- 
they  should  put  them  in  execution.  General  *nry  care  to  furnish  themselves  with  fre  h 
O Ilara  made  a long  speech  against  landing;  water.  Sir  George  Uooke,  without  prosecuting 
shewing,  how  desperate  an  attempt  it  would  his  other  instructions,  in  case  the  design  on 
prove,  and  how  different  they  found  the  state  Cadiz  failed,  gave  orders  only  for  a squadrou  to 
of  the  place  from  the  representations  made  of  sail  to  the  West-Indics,  with  some  land-forces, 
it  in  England.  The  greater  number  agreed  with  arid  though  be  had  a fleet  of  vic  tuallers,  that 
him,  and  all  that  the  duke  of  Ormond  could  say  had  provisions  to  the  middle  of  December,  be 
tci  the  contrary  was  of  no  effect.  Sir  George  ordered  them  to  sail  home;  by  which  mean* 
seemed  to  be  of  the  same  m»nd  with  the  duke,  the  men  of  w ar  w ere  so  scantily  furnished, 
but  nil  bis  dependants  were  of  another  opinion : that  they  were  soon  forced  to  be  put  on  short 

s;i  that  tins  was  thought  a piece  of  cratt  in  allowance.  Nor  did  lie  send  advice-boati. 
him.  In  conclusion,  the  council  of  war  came  either  to  the  ports  of  Algarve  or  to  Lisbon,  t« 
to  a resolution  not  to  make  a descent  nn  the  see  what  orders  or  mi  vires  might  be  lying  there 
island  of  Cadiz;  but,  before  they  broke  up,  for  him,  but  sailed  in  a direct  course  for  Eu§* 
those  whom  the  duke  had  sent  to  sound  the  land. 

landing-places  on  the  smith  side,  came  and  Some  time  before  this,  the  news  of  the 
told  them,  that,  as  they  might  land  safely,  so  arrival  of  the  French  squadron,  under  M.  C ba- 
the ships  might  ride  securely  on  that  side.  Yet  teau-Rcinult,  with  the  Spanish  Galleons,  in  tlx 
they  had  no  record  to  this,  but  adhered  to  their  harbour  of  Vigo,  being  brought  to  England,  or- 
former  resolution,  nor  were  there  any  orders  ders  were  immediately  dispatched  to  sir  George 
given  for  bombarding  the  town.  The*  sea  was  Rooke,  to  attempt  the  taking  or  destroying 
for  the  roost  part  very  high,  while  they  lay  them;  and  sir  Cloud* sly  Shovel  was  ordered 
there;  but  it  was  so  enhu  for  one  day,  that  the  upon  the  same  design,  with  another  squadron 
engineers  believed  they  could  have  done  much  of  men  of  war.  Bur,  before  these  orders  coo'd 
mischief,  but  they  had  no  orders  for  it ; and  in-  reach  the  grand  fleet,  sir  George  Rooke,  in  hi* 
deed  if.  appeared  very  evidently,  that  they  in-  return  towards  England,  having,  on  the  22d 
tended  to  do  nothing  but  plunder  Port  St. Mary’s;  September,  sent  the  Eagle,  Sterling-Castle,  »nd 
a design,  which  was  directly  contrary  to  the  - Pembroke,  to  water  in  Tangos -bay,  Mr.  Beau- 
advice  of  Mr.  Methuen,  the  English  envoy  in  i voir,  the  chaplain  of  the  Pembroke,  *xnt 
Portugal,  who,  in  a letter  to  the  duke  of  Or-  ashore  in  the  town  of  I.ngos,  and  me&ing  n,t* 
mond  from  Lisbon  of  the  first  of  August,  told  a gt  ntlcman  in  the  street,  whom,  by  several  cir- 
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Constances,  he  judged  to  be  no  Portuguese,  lie 
sccchted  him  in  French:  which  the  other,  who 
proved  to  be  the  Preach  consul,  returning  in  a 
leryobbguig  manner,  invited  bun  to  his  house. 
Mr.  Beauvoir,  extremely  willing  to  embrace  this 
osier,  cunt umed  there  twooighla;  during  which, 
tie  cou&ul,  in  titeir  several  conversations,  could 
boi  forbear  to  boast  of  his  master's  strength  at 
tax,  and  nl  last  gave  some  hints  of  the  arrival 
« the  gelleont  on  that  coast.  On  the  24th, 
3Jr.  Beauvoir  being  ready  to  embark,  and 
understanding  that  a gentleman  was  arrived  in 
that  town  bound  for  the  fleet,  with  letters  to 
ibe  prince  of  Hesse  and  Mr.  Methuen  (who 
nere  gone  from  the  fleet  to  Lisbon  some  time 
Imre)  he  invited  him  to  go  aboard  the  Pem- 
broke, without  taking  the  least  notice  of  their 
departure.  The  gentleman  having  gladly  ac- 
cepted this  invitation,  and  told  him  just  us 
they  were  leaving  the  shore,  that  M.  Chnteau- 
”-:oauii  was  arrived  at  Vigo  with  thirty  men  of 
w,  ami  twenty-two  gM Icons,  and  that  he 
was  sent  by  L he  imperial  minister  to  the  grand 
fleet,  they  went  together  on  board  the  Pem- 
broke, where  captain  Hardy,  her  commander, 
ieiog  informed,  as  well  by  Mr.  Beauvoir  of 
•bathe  had  gathered  from  the  French  consul, 
by  the  other  gentleman,  concerning  what  he 
iatw  of  the  matter,  he  set  sail  the  next  morn- 
ing in  qocst  of  the  grand  fleet,  which  at  last  he 
Me:  with  on  the  6th  of  October.  Having  im- 
puted his  intelligence  to  the  English  admiral, 
ut  George  communicated  the  same  to  the 
Butch ; and  it  was  resolved  to  attempt  the 
'destroying  of  the  French  and  Spanish  ships  at 
Vigo.  Accordingly,  the  fleet  came  to  an  anchor 
ou  the  11th,  against  that  place,  almost  unper- 
terved  by  the  enemy,  by  reasons  of  the  hazy 
weather:  and,  .finding  ihat  the  French  and 
Spanish  ships  were  carried  up  beyond  a nar- 
row streight,  defended  by  a castle,  besides  a 
strong  boom  about  it,  made  with  masts,  cables, 
*ort  chains,  it  was  resolved  in  a council  of  war, 
That,  jmee  the  whole  fleet  could  not  safely  go 
up  to  the  place,  where  the  enemy's  ships  lay,  a 
Attachment  of  15  English  and  10  Dutch  men  of 
*ir,  with  all  the  fire-ships,  frigates,  and  bomb- 
teads,  should  go  upon  that  service,  with  all 
flag- officers  aboard  them,  whilst  part  of  the 
land-forces  were  to  make  a descent,  and  to 
stock  the  fort  on  the  south  side  of  Rodondcla, 
s ‘mall  fishing-town. 

* Pursuant  to  this  resolution,  the  duke  of  Or- 
tnond,  having,  on  the  12th  of  October,  landed 
*300  men  two  leagues  from  Vigo  on  the  south 
of  the  river,  without  the  least  opposition, 
1*  ordered  the  grenadiers  to  advance  to  the  fort 
st  the  entrance  of  the  harbour;  which  they  did 
*iUi  wch  chearfuiness  and  resolution,  that  hav- 
»og  aiade  themselves  masters  of  a platform  of 
tiurti-eigbt  pieces  of  cannon,  they  pursued 
fhe  French  to  the  very  gates  of  the  castle  or 
«oae  tower,  and  attacked  them  so  vigorously, 
M.  SoreJ,  their  commander,  despairing  of 
hiding  the  place,  attempted  to  fight  his  way 
the  English  sword  in  hand.  But  no 
•wocr  had  ihty  opened  the  gate,  than  the  gre- 
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nadiers  rushing  in  made  themselves  masters  of 
the  castle,  and  took  500  French  seamen  and  50 
Spaniards  prisoners.  Whilst  these  tilings  were 
transacting  ashore,  the  squadron  designed  for 
this  expedition  advanced  briskly  towards  tlffe 
boom,  and,  after  a little  stop  by  a culm,  vice- 
admiral  Hopson,  in  the  Torbay,  broke,  amidst 
the  enemy’s  fire,  through  the  boom,  where  he 
received  several  broad  sides  from  the  Bourbon 
and  l'Esperance,two  French  men  of  war  placed 
within  the  boom.  The  rest  of  vice-admiral 
Hopson's  division,  and  that  of  the  Dutch  vice- 
admiral  V undergoes,  bearing  at  the  same  time 
upon  the  bottom,  were  becalmed,  and  conse- 
quently struck,  so  that  they  were  forced  to  cut 
their  way  through  it,  except  their  admiral,  who 
hit  the  same  passage  by  which  vice-admiral 
Hopson  had  entered  before.  Hopsun,  in  tiie 
mean  time,  being  boarded  by  h fire-ship,  was  ju 
great  danger  of  being  burnt,  had  not  the  fire- 
ship been  blown  up  too  soon ; uotw  ithstandiug 
which,  he  received  considerable  damage  in  hit 
rigging,  and  many  of  his  men,  during  the  first 
consternation,  threw  themselves  overboard,  hi 
hopes  to  save  themselves,  but  were  most,  of 
them  drowned,  whilst  the  rest  behaved  so  well 
as  to  preserve  the  ship.  The  French  admiral 
seeing  the  boom  cut  to  pieces,  the  platform  and 
castle  in  the  enemy’s  hands,  the  Bourbon  taken, 
and  the  whole  confederate  squadron  ready  to 
fall  in  among  them,  ordered  his  own  ship  to  be 
set  on  fire;  and  his  example  being  followed  by 
all  the  rest,  afforded  a most  dreadful  spectacle 
to  the  Spaniards  a#  well  as  to  the  French. 
Whilst  they  were  thus  busied  in  the  destruction 
of  their  own  fleet,  the  English  were  as  carefu 
in  preserving  it,  not  without  some  success; 
several,  as  well  of  the  men  of  war  as  of  the 
galleons,  being  taken,  four  by  the  English,  and 
five  by  the  Dutch;  but  the  rest  were  burnt, 
with  seven  French  men  of  war.  What  made 
this  victory  the  more  considerable,  was  its 
being  gained  with  inconsiderable  loss  ; there 
being  not  above  forty  men  killed,  and  ten 
wounded,  of  the  landincn  in  this  action,  and 
very  few  of  the  seamen,  except  those  that  were 
drowned  of  vice-admiral  Hopson’s  ship.  As 
to  the  cargo  aboard  this  fleet,  which  was  com- 
puted at  twenty  millions  of  pieces  of  eight  in 
told  and  silver,  hesides  merchandizes,  about 
fourteen  millions  of  it  were  taken  out  before  by 
the  enemy;  the  rest  was  either  taken  by  the 
English  or  Dutch,  or  left  in  the  galleons,  that 
« ere  sunk  or  burnt.  The  goods  were  valued 
at  twenty  millions  of  pieces  of  eight  more,  of 
which  one  fourth  part  only  was  saved  by  the 
enemy,  near  two  fourths  destroyed,  and  the  rest 
taken  by  the  confederates,  besides  a great  quan- 
tity of  plate,  and  other  rich  commodities,  con- 
cealed for  the  use  of  private  persons  in  the  gal- 
leons, and  a great  deal  of  other  plate  belonging 
to  the  French  officers  found  at  ilodondela,  of 
which  the  duke  of  Ormond  took  possession  the 
next  morning,  and  in  which  much  other  plun- 
der was  found.  The  French  seamen  and  sol- 
diers escaped,  for  the  English,  having  no  hor»e, 
could  not  pursue  them.  The  Spaniards  up- 
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peered  at  some  distance  iu  a great  body,  but 
they  did  not  offer  to  enter  into  any  action  with 
ti«e  duke  of  Ormond  : And  it  appeared,  that 
the  resentment  of  that  proud  nation,  which  was 
now  governed  by  French  counsels,  was  so  high, 
that  they  would  not  put  themselves  in  nny  dan- 
cer, or  to  any  trouble,  even  to  save  their  pwn 
fleet,  when  it  was  in  such  hands. 

**  After  this  great  success,  it  came  under  con- 
sultation, whether  it  was  not  ndviseahle  to  leave 
a good  squadron  of  ships  with  the  land-forces, 
to  w inter  at  Vigo,  since  the  neighbourhood  of 
Portugal  could  supply  them  with  provisions  and 
all  other  necessaries,  and  this  might  encourage 
that  king  to  declare  himself,  when  there  was 
such  n force  and  fleet  lying  so  near  him  ; and  it 
might  likewise  encourage  such  Spaniards  as  fa- 
voured the  emperor,  to  declare  themselves, 
when  they  saw  a safe  place  of  retreat,  and  a 
force  to  protect  them.  Upon  these  considera- 
tions, the  duke  of  Ormond  offered  to  stay,  if  sir 
George  Ruoke  would  have  consented ; but  be 
excused  it,  allcdging,  that  he  had  sent  home  the 
victuallers  with  the  stores,  and  therefore  could 
not  spare  what  was  necessary  for  such  as  should 
stay  there.  And  indeed  he  had  so  ordered  the 
matter,  that  he  could  not  stay  long  enough  to 
try  whether  they  could  raise  and  search  the  men 
of  war  and  guiieons  that  were  sunk;  and  he 
was  obliged  to  make  all  possible  haste  home, 
for,  if  the  wind  had  turned  to  the  east,  which 
was  usual  in  that  season,  a great  part  of  the 
•hips  crews  must  have  perished  with  hunger. 

“On  the  16th  of  October,  sir  Cloudesly 
Shovel  having  joined  the  confederate  fleet  with 
twenty-nine  sail,  the  land-forces  rc-imbarked 
the  next  day;  and,  on  the  19th,  sir  George 
Jtooke  and  vice-admiral  llopson,  with  ten  men 
of  war,  yet  sail  for  England,  leaving  sir  Clou- 
desly  Shovel  with  the  rest  near  Vigo,  to  destroy 
the  enemy’s  ships  that  were  rati  ushore;  which 
being  effected,  he  also  steered  his  course  for 
[England,  where  the  fleet  arrived  (after  being 
separated  by  a 6tonn  at  the  entrance  of  the 
channel)  on  the  17th  of  November.  Ten  days 
before,  sir  George  Rooke,  with  his  squadron, 
came  into  the  Downs,  and  the  same  day,  at 
four  in  the  afternoon,  the  duke  of  Ormond 
landed  at  Deni,  and  having  given  the  necessary 
orders  for  the  landing  and  quartering  the  forces, 
went  that  night  to  Canterbury,  and  arrived  at 
London  the  next  day,  being  received  with  great 
marks  of  favour  by  the  queen,  and  with  the 
loud  acclamations  of  the  people;  the  success 
at  Vigo,  having  silenced  (he  clamours  about  the 
miscarriages  before  Cadi/.  The  queen  gave 
likewise  a noble  gratuity  to  the  lord  Shannon 
and  captain  Thomas  Hardy,  jvfp  were  sent  ex- 
press by  the  general  and  mhnirnl  with  the  first 
account  of  their  prosperous  attempt;  and  the 
captain,  besides  a present  of  a thousand  guineas, 
had  the  honour  of  kuightla  >d.  On  the  other 
h-ind,  sir  Henry  Beilasis  and  sir  Charles  O Hara 
were,  by  her  majesty’s  orders,  put  under  arrest, 
for  having  by  their  example,  promoted  and  en- 
couraged the  plundering  of  Port  St.  Mary’s ; 
but,  upon  the  report  of  the  generals  appointed 


to  examine  into  that  matter,  Btliasis  only  w® 
found  guilty,  and  dismissed  from  her  majesty1^ 
service;  and  sir  Charles  Ollara  was  cleared 
and  his  suspension  taken  off.  A proclamauo* 
was  also  issued  out,  some  time  before,  for  di* 
coverv  and  recovery  of  all  such  goods,  plate 
and  other  effects,  as,  contrary  to  her  majesty*! 
ami  the  duke  of  Ormond's  express  command* 
were  plundered  or  embezzled  at  Port  St.  Mnry’f 
and  from  the  galleons  taken  ut  Vigo,  and  put 
on  board  her  majesty’s  men  of  war  and  otha 
vessels.  But  this  proclamation  had  little  or  nc 
effect,  so  that  the  public  was  not  much  enrich- 
ed by  this  extraordinary  capture,  though  the 
loss  which  the  enemy  sustained  by  it  w as  a van 
one;  and,  to  complent  the  ruin  of  the  Spnnwl 
merchants,  their  king  seized  on  the  plate  wind 
was  taken  out  of  the  ships  upon  their  first  ar- 
rival at  Vigo. 

“ Thus  ended  the  campaign  very  happily  f« 
the  allies,  and  most  gloriously  for  the  queen; 
whose  first  rear,  being  such  a continued  coursi 
of  success,  gave  a hopeful  presage  of  what 
might  be  hereafter  expected.” 

The  Parliament  dissolved  and  a nerto  dne  call- 
ed.]  The  parliament  of  England  was  in  course 
to  determine  six  months  after  the  death  of  tb« 
late  king;  but,  before  that  time  expired,  the 
queen  thought  fit  to  exert  her  royal  prerogative, 
and  to  issue  out  a proclamation,  on  the  2nd  of 
July,  for  dissolving  this  present  parliament,  and 
declaring  the  speedy  railing  another  to  be  bol- 
den  at  Westminster,  the  20th  of  August  next ; 
but  afterwards  prorogued  to  the  8th  of  October, 
and  at  last,  to  the  23d  of  that  month. 


FIRST  SESSION  of  the  FIRST  PARLIA- 
MENT of  QUEEN  ANNE. 

List  of  the  House  vf  Commons.]  October  20, 
1702.  This  day,  the  New  Parliament  * met. 
The  following  is  a List  of  the  Members  of  die 
House  of  Commons : 

A List  of  the  House*  of  Commons  in  the  First 
Parliament  summoned  by  Queen  Anne, 
October  20, 1702. 

Bedfordshire.  Bedford  Tozen, 

Lord  Russel,  William  Spencer, 

Sir  William  Gostwick.  Edward  Carteret. 


* u I he  Queen  Hid  not  openly  int<  rposc  in 
the  Elections,  but  her  inclinations  to  the  Tories 
appearing  plainly,  all  people  took  it  for  granted, 
that  she  wished  they  might  be  the  majority : 
This  wrought  on  the  inconstancy  and  servility, 
that  is  natural  to  multitudes  : and  the  conceits 
which  had  been  infused  and  propagated  with 
much  industry,  that  the  Whigs  had  charged  the 
nation  with  great  taxes,  of  which  a large  share 
had  been  devoured  by  themselves,  had  so  far 
turned  the  tide,  that  the  Tories  in  the  House  of 
Commons  were  at  least  double  the  number  of 
the  Whigs.  They  met  full  of  fury  against  the 
memory  of  the  late  king,  and  against  those, 
who  bail  been  employed  by  him.”  Burost. 
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Berkshire, 

Juta  StonehotLse, 
bcosrd  Nerill. 
kTndtvr, 

lor!  Ft/barding, 

£ chard  T'tphain. 

Heading, 

Sr  0*en  Buckingham, 
TjciifW  YacbtJI. 

Wallin?  ford, 

Vflnm  Jennings, 

Tb;o*s  Rend*. 

AUn&on, 

air  5 (hoo  Harcourt. 

Buckinghamshire, 
tad  Owyrar, 

Gouhria  ’A' arton. 

tit  kin^kam  Town, 
5>r  r tmuoi  Denton, 
top*r  Pth-c. 

C * .’tying-  tVt com  !> , 
Ckrle*  Godfrey, 

!*:.(<*]  Qormer. 

hlnb-  ry, 

t*ss*  Harcourt, 

J»Qo  Herbert. 

dgm  'ndesham, 
fcr.sanel  Garrard, 

)*Jw  I)r»ke. 

kf’ cadaver, 
ic  jni  Hampden, 
iiCMfd  Crawley. 
Marlow, 

5r  ianw-s  Kxheridge, 
Ison  Ch\M*. 

( rmbr.rlgesh&O, 
cr  Roafcoul  Cullen, 
feta4o  Pirot 
C tmlndge  University, 
-Hrrty  Boyle, 

Idhar  Annesley. 

Cem bridge  Town, 
H**ry  Pieker.ng, 

AUaocy  Thompson. 

(.'its  hire, 

ft  Rrger  Mostyn, 

Sj  Gttrye  Wsrburtoa. 

I 'ksler  City, 

Henry  Kunbury, 

IV5er  Shackerly. 
Cte-rzeU, 

Sr  Richard  Viriao, 

Wi  Bullet. 

lacnton. 

I«rd  Hyde, 

^ ilia®  Cary. 

Leskard, 

tf'tUam  Bridge*, 

Ti»>oia*  Dndtcti. 

Lriti  tlku  l, 

P.awl  Roberts, 

Sir  Jobo  Vhdesworth. 

Truro, 

!^T  Vairent, 

^r  Philip  Meadows. 
fMwrn, 

Roberts, 

H bJin. 

Htlitan, 

G»*k4|dmi, 
*««  Godolpbin. 

Plinth 

*WalcUt/ 


Thomas  Carcw. 

Camelford , 

Deunis  Glynn. 

West  low, 

Charles  Seymour, 
Henry  Poley. 

Grampound , 
Francis  Scobell, 

Jame*.  Cmgge. 

Fast  lou;. 

Sir  John  Pole, 

Sir  Henry'  Sej  moor, 
Penryn, 

Samuel  Trefnsis, 
Alexander  Pendarris. 

Tregony, 

Hugh  Fcxrawen, 

Joseph  Sawlc. 

Bossiney, 

John  Manley, 

William  Hooker. 

Ives,  (St.) 

James  Praed, 

John  Pitt. 

Emcay, 

John  Hicks, 

George  Granville. 

Germans  fSt.) 
Henry  Fleming, 

Johu  Austria. 

Michael  (St.) 
Renntus  Bet  lot, 

Francis  Basset. 
Newport, 

Sir  Nicholas  Morricc, 
John  Spark. 

Aloises,  {St.) 

Sir  Joseph  Tredenham, 
John  Tredonham. 

Callington, 

Sir  William  Coryton, 
Samuel  Rolle. 

Cumberland, 
Gilfrcd  Iawson, 

— ■ Mu-grave. 
Carlisle , 

Christopher  Musgrave, 
■ ■ — Stanwtcks. 

Cockermeutk, 
Thomas  Lamplugh, 
James  Stanhope. 

Derbyshire, 
Thomas  Coke, 

John  Curzon. 

Derby  Town, 
John  Harper, 

Thomas  Stanhope. 

Devonshire , 
William  Courtenay, 
Robert  Rolle. 

Exeter, 

Sir  Edward  Seymour, 
John  Snell. 

Telnets , 

William  Seymour, 
Thomas  Coulson. 

Plymouth, 

Charles  Trelawney, 
John  Wool  comb. 

Okehampton, 

Sir  Simon  Leech, 

John  North  more. 
Barnstaple, 


Nicholas  Hooper, 

Arthur  Champneys. 
Plymton , 

Richard  Kdgecuml«c, 
Richard  Hele. 

IIo  niton. 

Sir  Wiiiiatn  Drake, 

Sir  Walter  Yonge. 

Tavistock , 

Henrv  Manaton, 

James  Bultcel. 

Ashburton , 

Sir  Thomas  Lea  re, 
Richard  Reynell. 

Clifton , 

Nathaniel  Horne, 
Frederick  Horne. 

Burafilon , 

Peter  King, 

William  Cooper. 

7 iverton , 

Robert  Burtidge, 
Thomas  Here. 

Dorsetshire , 
Thomas  St  rangeway  b, 
Thomas  'Chaffin. 

Pool, 

Sir  William  Phippard, 
William  JollilT. 

Dorchester, 

Sir  Nathaniel  Napier, 
Nathaniel  Napier. 

Lyme- Regis, 

Henry  Henley, 

John  Burridge. 

Weymouth, 
Anthony  lleniy, 

Henry  Thymic. 

Melcomb-  Regis , 
Charles  Churchil, 
George  Si.  Loe. 
Bridport, 

Richard  Bingham, 
Alexander  Pitfieki. 

Shaftsbury , 

Sir  John  Cropley, 
Edward  Nicholas. 

W nr  eh  am , 

Sir  Josias  Child, 
Thomas  Erie. 

Corfrastle, 

John  Banks, 

Richard  Fownes. 

Durham  County, 
Sir  William  Bowes, 

Sir  Robert  Eden. 

Durham  City, 

Sir  Henry  Bellesis, 
Thomas  Conyers. 
Essex, 

Sir  Charles  Barrington, 
Sir  Frr.ncis  Masham. 

Colchester , 

Sir  Ifaac  Rebow, 

Sir  Thomas  Cook. 
Malden , 

William  Fytche, 

John  Comyn*. 

Harwich, 

SirThomos  Daral, 

John  Ellis. 

Gloucestershire, 
John  Howe, 


Maynard  Colchester. 

Gloucester  City, 

John  IJanbury, 

John  Try  re. 

Cirencester, 

William  Masters, 

Charles  Cox. 

Tewksbury , 

Richard  Dowdeswel), 

Edmund  Bray. 

Herefordshire, 

Sir  John  Williams, 

Henry  Gorges. 

Hereford  City , 

Thomas  Foley, 

Janies  Bridges. 

Leominster, 

I/>rd  Coningesby, 

Edward  Harley. 

Uenhly, 

Henry  Comwal, 

Thomas  Price. 

Hertfoidshire, 

Thomas  Halsey, 

Ralph  Freeman. 

Si.  Albans, 

George  Churchill, 

John  Gape. 

Hertford  Town , 

Charles  Capsar, 

Richard  Gulslon. 

Huntingtonshire, 

John  Dryden, 

William  Naylor. 

Huntington  Town . 

Anthony  Hammond, 

Lord  Orrery.  • 

Kent, 

Sir  Thomas  Hales, 

Sir  Francis  Lee. 

Canterbury , 

George  Sayer, 

Henry  Lee. 

Rochester , 

Edward  Knatchbull, 

William  Cage. 

Maidstone, 

Heneage  Finch, 

Sir  Robert  Marsham. 

liueen  borough, 

Robert  Crawford j 
Thomas  King. 

Lancashire, 

Richard  Ashton, 

Richard  Bold. 

Preston, 

Sir  Cyril  Wycbe, 

Charles  Stanley. 

Lancaster, 

Sir  William  Lowther, 

Robert  Heysham. 

Newton, 

Tli  on  i a<*  Leigh, 

John  Ward. 

Wygan, 

Sir  Roger  Bradshaigh, 

Orlando  Bridgman. 

Clithero, 

Thomas  Stringer, 

Ambrose  Pudsey. 

Liverpool, 

William  Clayton, 

Thomas  Johnson.  * 
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I Leicestershire , 

John  Verney, 

John  Wilkins. 

Leicester  Town , 

Sir  Georye  Beaumont, 
James  Winstanley. 

Lincolnshire  , 

Lewis  Dy  nock, 

Sir  John  Thorold. 

Lincoln  City , 

Sir  John  Thorold, 

Sir  Thomas  Meres. 

Boston, 

Peregrine  Bertie, 
Ldward  Irby. 

( treat  Grimsby, 
Arthur  Moore, 

John  Chaplin. 

Stamford , 

William  Cecil, 

Charles  Bertie. 

Grantham , 

Sir  William  Ellyt, 
Richard  Ellys. 

Middlesex , 
Warwick  Lake, 

Hugh  Smithson. 

Westminster, 

Sir  Walter  Clarges, 
Thomas  Cross. 

London, 

Sir  John  Fleet, 

Sir  William  Pritchard, 
Sir  Francis  Child, 

Sir  Gilbert  Heathcote. 

Monmouthshire , 
John  Morgan, 

Sir  John  Williams. 

Monmouth  Town, 
Johu  Williams. 

Norfolk . 

Sir  John  Holland, 

Sir  Jacob  Astley. 

Norwich, 

Thoom  Blofield. 

Tyn  Regis, 

Sir  Charles  Turner, 
Robert  Walpole. 

Great  Yarmouth , 
Benjamin  England, 

John  Nicholson. 

Thetford , 

Edmund  Soamc, 

Robert  Benson. 

Castle  Rising, 

Sir  Thomas  Littleton, 
Horatio  Walpole. 

Northampto  nsh  ire, 
Sir  Justinian  Isham, 
Thomas  Cartwright. 

Peterborough , 
Sidney  Wortley, 

Gilbert  Dolbeo. 

Northampton  Town, 
Sir  Matthew  Dudley, 
Barth.  Tate. 

Brackley, 

Charles  Egerton, 

John  James. 

Higham  Ferrers, 
Tlkomas  Wentworth. 

Northumberland, 

Sir  Francis  Blake, 


Bertram  Stote. 

Newcastle  upon  Tine, 
Sir  Henry  Liddel, 
William  Carr. 

Morpeth, 

Sir  John  Delaval, 
Emanuel  Scroop  How. 

Berwick  upon  Tweed, 
Samuel  Ogle, 

Jonathan  Hutchinson. 

Nottinghamshire, 
Sir  Francis  Moliucux, 
Jervas  Eyre. 

Nottingham  Town, 
William  Pierrepoint, 
George  Gregory. 

Fast  Retford , 

Sir  Willougb.  Hickman, 
Will.  Levinz. 

Newark, 

Sir  Matthew  Jennison, 
James  Saunderson. 

Oxfordshire , 

Sir  Robert  Jcnkinson, 

Sir  Edward  Norreys. 

Oxford  University, 
Sir  William  Whitlock, 
Will.  Bromley. 

Oxford  City, 
Thomas  Rowney, 
Frauds  Norreys. 

Woodstock, 

James  Bertie, 

Sir  William  Glynn. 

Banbury, 

Charles  North. 

Rutlandshire , 

Sir  Thomas  Mackwortb, 
Richard  Halford* 

Si  lop  County, 
Richard  Corbet, 

Roger  Owen. 

Salop  Town, 

John  Kynaston, 

Richard  Myllon. 

Bridgnorth , 

Sir  Humphrey  Briggs, 
Sir  Edward  Acton. 
Ludlow, 

Sir  Thomas  Powys, 
Francis  Herbert. 

Wen  lock. 

Sir  William  Forester, 
George  Weld. 

Bishop's  Castle , 
Henry  Bret, 

Charles  Mason. 

Somersetshire , 

Sir  Philip  Sydenham, 
Nathaniel  Palmer. 
Bristol, 

Sir  William  Daines, 
Robert  Yate. 

Bath, 

William  Blaitbwait, 
Alexander  Popham. 
Wells, 

William  Coward, 

Henry  Portman. 
Taunton, 

Sir  Francis  Warre, 
Edward  Clarke. 
BnJgwaler , 


Sir  Thomas  Wroth, 
George  Balch. 

Mine  head. 
Alexander  Lutterell, 

Sir  Jacob  Bancks. 

Ilcester,' 

Sir  Francis  Wyndham, 
James  Andcrton. 

Miltbourn, 

Sir  Thomas  Travel  1, 
John  Hunt. 

■ Southampton  County, 
George  Pitt, 

Richard  Norton. 

Winchester, 
William  Powlet, 

Geo.  Rodney  Bridges. 

Southampton  Town, 
Adam  Cardonnel, 
Frederick  TUney. 

Portsmouth, 

Sir  George  Rook, 
William  Gifford. 

Yarmouth, 

Henry  Holmes, 

Anthony  Morgan. 

Petersfield , 

Robert  Mitchell, 
Richard  Marks. 

Newport , 

Lord  Cults, 

William  Stephens. 

Stockbridge, 
Anthony  Barnaby, 
Henry  Killegrew, 

Newton, 

John  Leigh, 

Thomas  Hopson. 

Christ's  Church, 
William  Ettricke, 
Francis  Gwyno. 

Limyngton , 
i Thomas  Dore, 

I Paul  Burrard. 

Whitchu  rch, 
Richard  Woollaston, 
John  Shrimpton. 

Andover , 

John  Smith, 

Francis  Shepheard. 

Staffordshire, 

Henry  Paget, 

Edward  Bagot. 

Litchfield , 

Sir  Michael  Biddulph, 
Richard  Dyot. 

Stafford  Town, 
Walter  Chetwyn, 
Thomas  Foley. 

Newcastle  under  Line, 
John  Crew  Offlcy, 
Rowland  Cotton. 

Tamworth, 

John  Ginller, 

Thomas  Guy. 

Suffolk , 

Lord  Dysert, 

Sir  Dudley  Cullum. 

Ipswich, 

John  Bence, 

Charles  Whitaker. 

Dunwich, 

Sir  Charles  Bloys, 


Robt-rt  Kemp. 
Orford, 

Sir  Edmund  Baoos 
Sir  Edward  Turner. 

Aldborough, 
Sir  Henry  Johnson, 
William  Johoaon. 

Sudbury, 

Sir  Jervas  Elwjv, 
George  Dashwood. 
Eye, 

Spencer  Compton, 
Sir  Joseph  Jekyll. 

Edmund's  Bu. 
Sir  Thomas  Felton 
Sir  Robert  Davers. 
Surrey, 

Sir  Richard  O union 
Leonard  Wessel. 

Southwark, 
Charles  Cox, 

John  Cholmondelr 
Blelchmgly , 
Sir  Robert  Clayton 
John  Ward. 

Hytf.lt, 

Sir  John  Parsons, 
Stephen  Harvey. 

Guilford, 
Denzil  Onslow, 
Morgan  Randy  II. 
Cation , 

Maurice  Thompsot 
Thomas  Onslow. 

Haxtemere , 
George  Vernon, 
Lewis  OgU  thorp. 
Susie  x, 

Henry  Lumley, 
'Thomas  Pelham- 
Chichester, 
John  Miller, 
William  Elmo* 

Horsham , 
Henry  Cow  per, 
John  Wicker. 

Midhurst 
John  Lukener, 
Laurence  Aioock. 
Lewes, 

Sir  Nicholas  Pelter 
Richard  Payne. 

Shoreham , 
Nathaniel  Gould, 
John  Perry. 

Br  amber, 

John  Asgill- 
Steyning, 
Charles  Goring, 

Sir  Edward  Hunger 
Grinstead, 
John  Conyers, 

John  Tokc. 

Arundel, 
Edmund 
Carew  Weekes. 

Warwickshire, 
Sir  John  Monlaunt, 
Sir  Charles  Shocks 
Coventry, 

Sir  Christopher  Ha» 
Thomas  Grey. 
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»] 

nsas  Grerilte, 

Jpnwoe  Greville. 

U rrtvu  reUr.d, 
tr  Cans.  Musgraee, 
kart  Gnbme. 

Appdhy, 

ffti,  Pierrepuint, 
mt>  (j  rah  me. 

Wiltshire, 
khtrd  Howe, 
iabert  Hyde. 

Xr»  Sajum, 
torics  Fca, 
obot  Ejrre. 

Wiltov, 

fjaho  Hawks, 

Jtn  Gauntlet. 

bmrnhtn, 
r ’uses  A*h, 
r 0»rle»  Duncomb. 

timdtm, 
v J*mei  Howe. 

Hytejbury, 
rjlaa  Monson, 
ifiaird  Asb. 

Watbury, 

Ichat  Bertie, 
bon  Bertie. 
i<lee, 

irOurVs  Hrdce«, 

bory  Chrtere. 

Deznes, 
fa  Mrtbuen. 

< ii^penham, 
lari  Mordaui.l. 
ta?»-  Montagu. 

Malvub  try, 

Ifranl  Pauucefbrt, 
IV>ma*  Boucher. 

( ntklade. 
tV.siitt  Webb, 

$t»ael  Barker. 

Urdun, 

U&&  Bruce, 
fcav-a  <U4*house. 

btzztnhdl, 
fc-n*l  Webb, 

V-t  WeKi^ 

Otd  Sar  urn, 
Vtixtn  Harvey, 
Qarlet  Muaq  cssoo. 

Basset , 

I3  Try  9t  JoVn, 

Henry  Pioael. 

.tt,ugh9 

‘jbert  Bruce, 
tJvani  Jttfrey«. 

W ere  ester  shire, 
Mui  Packington, 
^‘uiam  WaUb. 

Her  cater  City, 
Samuel 

J>j«as  Wyld. 

Drmtu'rchf 
^ Varies  Coclu, 

Lslwar.1  Foley. 

irerJtuut , 

H««k  Parker, 
balje. 

lie?  airy, 

Winningloa, 
) vidurr, 

1 si  Hariin-v,ut 


, 1 Anne,  1702. — The  Queen's  Speech. 


Sr  John  Kaye. 

York  City, 

Tobias  Jenkins, 

Sir  William  Robinson. 
Kingston, 

Sir  William  St  Quiutio, 
William  Masters. 

Knurtsborough, 

Robert  Byerly, 
Christopher  Stockdale. 

Scarborough , 

John  Hungerfurd, 
William  Thompson. 
Rippvn, 

Sir  William  Hustler, 
John  Sharpe. 

Richmond, 

Thomas  Yorkc, 

James  Darcy. 

} ley  do  i , 

Henry  Guy, 

Anthony  Duucomh. 

Boron  ghb  ridge. 

Sir  Henry  Goodricke, 

Sir  Bryan  Stapleton. 
Mol  ton. 

Sir  William  Strickland, 
William  Pa  lines. 

Thirsk , 

Sir  Godfrey  Copley, 

Sir  Thomas  Frankland. 

Aldborough. 

Robert  Monektnn, 
William  Jessup. 

Beverly , 

Sir  Charles  Hothnm, 
William  Gee. 

North- Aller  ton, 
Robert  Dormer, 

John  Aislaby. 

Pontefract, 

Sir  John  Bland, 
William  Lowther. 

CINQUE- PORTS. 
Hastings, 

William  Ash  burn  bam, 
John  Pattern  y. 

Dover , 

Matthew  Aylmer, 
Philip  Papillon. 

Sandwich, 

Sir  Henry  Furness, 
John  Michell. 

Hythe, 

Sir  Philip  Bottler, 

John  Boteier. 

New  Romney, 

Sir  Benjamin  Bathurst, 
John  Brewer. 

Lyt. 

Thomas  Fagge, 
Edward  Southwell. 

Hinchrlsea, 
George  Clark, 

John  Hayes. 

Seaford, 

Sir  William  Thomas, 
William  Iaiwndcs. 

WALES. 

A tighten. 

Lord  Bulkcley. 


Beaumaris , 
Coningcsby  Williams. 

Brecon  County, 
John  Jeffreys. 

Brecon  Town, 

Sir  Jeffrey  Jeffreys. 

Cardiganshire, 

Sir  Humph.  Mackworth, 

Cardigan  Town, 
Henry  Lloyd. 

Cat  niarthcnshue, 
Griffith  Rice 

Carmarthen  Town , 
Richard  Vaughan. 

Carnarvonshire, 
Thomas  Bulkeley. 

Carnarvon  Town. 
Sir  John  Wynn. 

Denbighshire, 

Sir  Richard  Middleton. 

Denbigh  Town, 
Edward  Beretou. 


Flintshire, 

Sir  Thomas  Hanmore. 

Flint  Town , 
Thomas  Mostyn. 

Glamorgan, 

Thomas  Manse).  , 
Merioneth, 

Richard  Vaughan. 

Montgomeryshire, 
Edward  Vaughan. 

Montgomery  Town, 
John  Vaughan. 

Pembrokeshire, 

Sir  Arthur  Owen. 

Pembroke  Tuan, 
John  Mcyrick. 

Ilaverfurd  west, 
John  Laughcrn. 

Radnor  County, 
Thomas  Harley 
Radnor  Tou  n, 
Robert  Hailey. 


Robert  Harley,  Speaker. 


Jlfr.  Harley  chosen  Speaker. ] Oct.  21.  Her 
majesty,  being  seated  on  the  throne,  attended 
with  her  officers  of  state,  commanded  the  Usher 
of  the  lilnck  Rod  to  let  the  Commons  know,  It 
was  her  nmjesty’spieasure,  that  they  attend  her 
presently,  in  the  house  of  peers. — Who  being 
come,  they  presented  Robert  Harley*,  esq. 
whom  they  had  chosen  to  be  their  Speaker,  for 
her  majesty’s  approbation.  And,  after  a short 
speech  made  by  lain  to  her  majesty,  desiring 
her  majesty  to  excuse  him  from  that  service,  the 
Lord  Keeper,  by  her  majesty’s  command,  ac- 
quainted the  liouse  of  commons,  That  her  ma- 
jesty was  pleased  to  approve  of  the  choice  they 
had  made,  and  did  allow  of  Mr.  Harley  to  bo 
their  Speaker. 

The  Queen's  Speech  on  opening  the  .Session  ] 
Then  her  majesty  made  the  following  Speech  to 
both  houses : 

" My  lords  and  gentlemen  ; It  is  with  great 
i satisfaction  I meet  this  parliament,  which  i 
have  summoned  to  assist  me  in  carrying  on  the 
just  and  necessary  war,  in  which  we  are  en- 
gaged. I have  called  you  together  as  early  as 
was  consistent  with  your  convenience  in  coming 
out  of  your  several  countries;  and  I assure  my- 
self of  such  evidences  of  your  affection  to  me, 
and  of  your  zeal  for  our  common  enuse,  os  will 
not  only  give  spirit  and  forwardness  to  our  own 
preparations,  but  such  example  and  encourage- 
ment to  our  allies,  as,  by  God’s  blessing,  cannot 
foil  of  a good  effect,  for  the  advantage  of  the 
whole  confederacy.— I have  met  with  so  man? 
expression^  of  joy  and  satisfaction  in  all  the 
countries  through  which  I have  lately  had  occa- 
sion to  pass,  that  I cannot  but  look  upon  them 
as  true  measures  of  the  duty  and  affection  of 
the  rest  of  my  subjects. 

u Gentlemen  of  the  house  of  commons ; I 
must  desire  you  to  grant  me  such  Supplies,  as 
will  enable  me  to  comply  both  ujth  our  partt- 

* Mr.  Iluflcy  had  been  Speaker  to  the  last 
Parliament.  See  voL  5,  p.  1232  note. 
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cular  Treaties  and  Engagements,  already  made, 
and  such  others  as  may  be  necessary  Tor  ihe 
encouragement  of  our  allies,  and  the  prosecut- 
ing  the  war,  where  il  shall  most  sensibly  affect 
our  enemies,  and  be  most  effectual  for  disap- 
pointing the  boundless  ambition  of  Trance.— 
..And,  that  my  subjects  may  the  more  cheerfully 
bear  the  necessary  taxes,  1 desire  you  to  inspect 
the  Accounts  of  all  the  public  Receipts  and 
Payments;  and,  if  there  have  been  any  Abuses 
or  Mismanagements,  I hope  you  will  detect 
them;  that  the  offenders  may  be  punished,  and 
others  be  deterred  by  such  examples  from  the 
like  practices. — I must  observe  to  you,  with 
some  concern,  that  the  funds  given  by  the  last 
parliament  have,  in  some  measure,  fallen  snort 
of  the  sums  proposed  to  he  raised  by  them ; 
oud  though  I have  already  paid,  and  applied  to 
the  public  service,  the  100,000/.  which  I pro- 
mised to  the  last  parliament,  yet  it  has  not  sup- 
plied that  deficiency. 

u My  lords  und  gentlemen  ; I cannot,  with- 
out much  trouble,  take  notice  to  you  of  the  dis- 
appointment we  have  had  at  Cadiz:  I have  not 
yet  had  a particular  account  of  that  euterprize, 
nor  of  sdl  the  difficulties  our  forces  may  have 
met  with  there ; hut  I have  had  such  a repre- 
sentation of  dUordei » and  abuses  committed  at 
Port  St.  Marie’s,  us  hath  obliged  me  to  give  di- 
rections for  the  strictest  examination  of  that 
matter. — I am  earnestly  desirous,  for  all  our 
»akes,  that  this  may  prove  n short  session  : how- 
ever, L hope  you  will  find  time  to  consider  of 
some  better  and  more  effectual  method  to  pre- 
vent the  exportation  of  Wool,  and  to  improve 
that  manufacture,  which  is  of  great  consequence 
to  the  whole  kingdom  ; on  my  part,  nothing 
shrdl  be  omitted  for  its  encouragement. — I am 
firmly  persuaded,  that  the  love  and  good  affec- 
tion of  my  subjects  is  the  surest  pledge  of  their 
duty  and  obedience,  and  the  truest  and  justest 
support  of  the  throne  : And  as  1 am  resolved 
to  defend  and  maiutain  Ihe  Church  as  by  law 
established,  and  to  prorect  you  in  the  full  en- 
joyment of  nil  your  rights  and  liberties  ; so  ! 
rely  upon  your  care  of  me.  My  interests  and 
yours  are  inseparable;  and  my  endeavours  shall 
never  he  wanting,  to  make  you  all  safe  and 
liappy.” 

The  Lord*'  Address  thereon .]  The  Lords  pre- 
sented her  majesty  with  the  following  Address. 

**  We,  your  majesty’s  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal  in  par- 
liament assembled,  do,  with  all  dutiful  acknow- 
ledgments, return  your  majesty  our  most  hum- 
ble thanks,  for  your  gracious  speech  to  both 
houses  of  parliament ; and  take  leave,  on  this 
occasion,  to  congratulate  the  prosperous  and 
glorious  success  with  which  it  lias  pleased  God 
to  bless  your  majesty’s  arms,  in  conjunction 
witli  your  allies,  under  the  command  of  the  earl 
of  Marlborough;  as  also  for  the  other  successes 
of  your  majesty’s  allies  in  Germany  and  Italy  ; 
and  for  the  prosperous  condition  the  trade  of 
file  nation  is  now  in,  which  we  ark  now  ledge  is 
chiefly  owing  to  your  majesty’s  great  wi&uow 
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and  conduct.  We  humbly  take  leave  to  ass 
your  majesty,  that  we  shall  always  he  read} 
assist  you,  to  our  utmost,  in  the  pro>ecuiim 
this  just  and  necessary’  war. — We  likewise 
turn  your  majesty  our  most  humble  thanks, 
the  resolution  you  are  pleased  to  expref* 
maintain  and  defend  the  Church  as  by  law 
tablished,  and  to  protect  us  in  the  full  enj 
mem  of  our  rights  and  liberties  : And  wc 
ther  presume  to  assure  your  majesty,  that 
shall  be  ready,  on  all  occasions,  to  support 
defend  your  royal  person  and  government,! 
all  possible  zeal  and  duty.” 

The  Queen's  Answer .]  Her  majesty  g 

this  Answer : 

“ My  lords ; Your  Address  is  very  aco 
able  to  me:  I thank  you  kindly  for  your < 
gratulations  ; und  l hope  you  will  have  freqt 
occasions  of  renewing  them.” 

The  Commons * Address  A The  Comm 
agreed  upon  the  following  Address: 

“ Most  gracious  sovereign  ; We,  your  i 
jesty’s  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects, 
commons  in  parliament  asssembled,  do 
leave  to  lay  before  your  majesty  our  most  hi 
ble  and  hearty  thanks,  for  your  most  graa 
speech  from  the  throne;  which  gives  us  $ 
instances  of  your  majesty’s  tender  concern 
your  people,  find  of  your  iutire  confidence 
their  affections,  as  must  engage  them  to  in. 
your  majesty  the  utmost  returns  of  duty  1 
gratitude. — It  is  great  condescension  in  \ 
majesty,  to  take  notice,  in  so  public  a mam 
of  the  expressions  of  joy  and  satisfaction, « 
which  your  majesty  was  received  in  all 
countries,  through  which  you  had  occas 
lately  to  puss:  all  your  subjects  .have  alrei 
received  so  innny  benefits  under  the  influe 
of  your  majesty’s  happy  government,  that 
majesty  must  have  met  with  the  like  in  l 
other  part  of  your  dominions,  that  you  had 
noured  with  your  royal  presence.— The  1 
disappointment  at  Cadiz  doe>  ihe  more 
us,  because  it  gives  your  majesty  so  mi 
trouble;  but  this  misfortune  cannot  make 
forget  that  the  protection  and  security  oi  < 
trade,  the  vigorous  support  of  your  roajcsl 
allies,  and  the  wonderful  progress  of  your  o 
jesty’s  arms,  under  the  conduct  of  the  earl 
Mvri borough,  have  sicnalty  retrieved  * the  l 

* “ The  word  ‘ retrieved,’  in  this  Addrt 
implying,  that  the  honour  of  the  nation  h 
been  lost,  occasioned  a warm  donate.  r 
who  had  a jusr  regard  for  king  William,  n»**| 
upon  the  word  * maintained’  instead  of  'tv 
lodging,  that  ‘ retrieved’  was  a refit-11 
on  the  late  king’s  memory,  who,  instead 
losing,  had  carried  the  honour  of  the  natf 
farther  than  had  been  done  in  any  rtifin  l*K 
bis  : that  to  him  they  owed  their  preserv  ing 
their  safety,  and  even  the  queen’s  being  on  1 
throne  : that  he  had  design'd  and  funned  H 
great  confederacy,  at  the  head  of  which  1 
majesty  was  now  set.  In  opposition  to  tutf 
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oent  honour  and  glory  of  the  English  nation. — 
After  your  majesty’s  repeated  assurances  we 
rather  doubt  of  the  full  enjoyment  of  all  our 
n§hts  and  liberties,  nor  of  your  majesty’s  de- 
i coding  and  maintaining  the  church,  ns  by  law 
cfoblahed.  Your  majesty  has  been  always  a 
nost  illustrious  ornament  to  this  church,  and 

* •-  been  exposed  to  great  hazards  for  it ; 
*aJ  therefore  we  promise  ourselves,  that,  in 
J**r  majesty's  reign,  we  shall  see  it  perfectly 
restored  to  its  due  rights  mid  privileges,  and  se- 
cured in  the  same  to  posterity,  which  is  only  to 
t*  done,  by  divesting  those  men  of  the  power, 
•Ha  hare  shewn,  they  waut  not  the  will,  to  de- 
urof  it. — The  prospect  of  these  blessings,  and 
?ocr  majesty’s  desire,  to  have  the  accounts  of 
lie  public  receipts,  and  payments,  inspected, 

10  have  any  abuses  and  mismanagements 
octof  punished,  will  very  much  endear  your 
cajesty  to  your  people,  and  encourage  us  most 
chrirfuJIy  to  assist  your  majesty  with  those  sup- 
ples, that  may  effectually  enable  your  majesty 
to  make  good  such  alliances,  as  shall  be  neces- 
»n  to  prosecute  the  war,  where  it  shall  most 
sensibly  affect  your  enemies,  and  tlieie by  dis- 
tppou4  the  boundless  ambition  of  France. 

•as  urged,  that,  during  his  reign,  things  had 
tea  conducted  by  strangers,  and  trusted  to 
frem;  and  that  a vast  treasure  had  been  spent 
in  ^profitable  campaigns  in  Flanders.  The 
jnriuon  Treaty,  and  every  thing  else,  with 
his  reign  could  be  loaded,  was  brought 
■*'>»  tf«e  account ; and  the  keeping  of  the  word 
'retrieved,*  in  the  address,  was  carried  by  a 
■ajirity  of  180  voices  against  80  ; all  who  had 
tty  favour  at  court,  or  hoped  for  any,  voting 
*»«. 

• Mr.  Walsh,  at  that  time  knight  of  the 
ikie  for  Worcestershire  (called  bjr  Dryden 
<l*j;rt»test  critic  of  the  age)  composed,  on  this 
muuoo,  the  following  verses,  in  a poem,  called 
' T.«  Golden  Age,’  in  allusion  to  Virgil's  fourth 
«dogoe: 

»!1  our  factions,  all  onr  fears  shall  cease, 

A»J  Tories  rule  the  promis’d  land  in  peace  j 
’ AAalioe  (ball  die,  awl  noxious  poison  fail ; frail, 

* Hariry  shall  erase  to  trick,  and  Seymour  cease  to 
JTl*  UcqU  shall  with  the  lions  walk  unhurt, 

| W Halifax  with  How  meet  civilly  at  court. 
Tice-roys  f,  like  providence,  with  distant  care, 
^all  govern  kingdoms,  where  they  ne’er  appear. 

* Profit*  admirals,  to  save  the  fleet, 

^S&allfly  from  conquest,  and  shall  conquest  meet. 

* Creunaaders  shall  be  praised  at  William's  cost, 
tod  kasonr  be  retriev’d  before  ’tie  lost.1 


“Vbt  strength  of  the  Tory-party,  in  the 
lw«ac  of  commons,  appeared  not  only  from 
^Ql  *ho  from  all  the  controverted  elections 
determined  in  their  favour,  with  such  i 
open  partiality,  that  it  shewed  the  party  to  be 
upon  every  thing  that  might  serve 
breads.  Of  this  there  were  two  remarkable 
^stance?.  The  one  was  of  the  borough  of 
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ne*r  Salisbury ; in  which,  upon  a com- 


f Earl  of  Rochester. 


“Your  majesty  may  safely  rely  upon  the  care 
of  your  faithful  commons.  The  value,  you  are 
pleased  to  set  upon  the  iove  and  affection  of 
your  subjects,  is  the  highest  obligation,  that 
can  be  laid  on  them,  to  give  your  majesty 
pledges  thereof,  in  their  duty  and  obeditucc.- 
they  are,  and  shall  always  be,  sensible,  that 
your  majesty’s  interests,  and  theirs,  arc  inse- 
parable; and,  as  they  gratefully  acknowledge 
your  majesty's  great  designs,  to  make  them 
safe  and  happy,  so  their  piayers,  ami  sincere0 
endeavours,  shall  never  be  wanting,  to  make 
your  raajesiy's  reign  more  prosperous,  and  mo" 
glorious,  than  any  of  your  majesty's  royal  pu*- 
decessors." 

The  Queen's  Answer .]  To  which  her  majes- 
ty, at  the  same  time,  returned  her  Answep,  a., 
follows : 

“ Gentlemen,  I thank  you  very  kindly  for 
the  many  marks  ol  your  duty  and  affection  ex 
pressed  in  this  address.  Nothing  cun  be  n 
greater  satisfaction  to  me  than  yn  entire  con 
lidence  between  me  and  my  subjects." 

Sir  John  Packing/ on's  Complaint  against  ih 
Bishop  of  Worcester.]  November  18.  Sir  Join 

plaint  of  bribery,  the  proof  was  so  full  uni 
clear,  that  they  ordered  a bill  to  disfranchize 
the  town  for  that  bribery;  and  yet,  because  lb  * 
bribes  were  given  by  a man  of  their  party,  they 
would  not  pass  a vote  on  him  ns  guilty  of  ii . 
so  that  a borough  was  voted  to  lose  its  right  <•: 
electing,  because  many  in  it  were  guilty  of  < 
corruption,  in  which  no  man  appeared  to  be  «:» 
actor.  The  other  was  of  more  important  . 
Mr.  John  How  stood  for  knight  of  the  shire  for 
Gloucestershire,  and  had  drawn  a party  in  th  • 
county  to  join  with  him  in  an  Address  to  ti 
queen,  in  which  reflections  were  made  on  ti. 
danger  and  ill  usage,  w hich  her  Majesty  h . ! 
gone  through  in  the  former  reign.  This  Addr< 
was  received  by  the  queen  in  so  particular  • 
manner,  that  it  looked  like  owning  the  c 
tents  thereof  to  be  true ; but  she  made  such  n . 
excuse  for  this,  when  the  offence  it  gave  -w  • 
laid  before  her,  that  probably  she  was  not  s. 
quuiuted  with  the  matter  of  the  Address,  wlr 
she  so  received  it.  Upon  this,  great  opposit: 
was  made  to  Mr.  How's  election;  and,  wl, 
it  came  to  the  poll,  it  appeared  that  he  had  i 
it.  The  sheriff  was  then  moved  for  a scroti 
to  examine  whether  all  those,  who  hud  swo 
that  they  were  freeholders  of  forty  shilling 
scar,  bad  sworn  true.  By  the  act  of  parlian 
the  matter  was  referred  to  the  parties  oath,  a 
their  swearing  falsely  was  declared  perji- 
therefore  such,  ns  bad  sworn  falsely,  were  lijt 
ton  persecution ; but,  by  nil  laws, an  oath  islo 
ed  upon  as  an  end  of  controversy,  till  he,  v 
swore,  is  convicted  of  perjury  ; and  the  sir 
being  an  officer  named  by  the  court,  if  he  h 
power  to  review  the  poll,  this  put  the  elec 
of  counties  wholly  in  the  power  of  the  cro 
Yet,  upon  this  occasion,  the  heat  of  a p 
prevailed  so  far,  that  they  voted  Mr.  How  u-  . 
elected."  Tiudal. 
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Packington  exhibited  a Complaint  against  the 
bishop  of  Worcester,  and  Mr.  Lloyd  his  son, 
svhicn  he  reduced  to  the  following  Leads : 

I.  “ Tlmt  soon  after  the  last  parliament  rose, 
the  bishop  of  Worcester  took  upon  him  to  send 
to  me  to  desist  from  standing  to  be  elected 
knight  for  tlmt  county,  and  to  threaten  me, 
that  ifl  would  not  desist,  he  should  think  him- 
self obliged  to  speak  against  me  to  his  clergy. 

II.  “ lie  sent  some  letters  hiinselr,  and  las 
secretary  sent  others  to  several  of  his  clergy, 
with  directions  to  make  what  interest  they  could 
against  me  in  their  several  parishes,  and  where 
they  could  not  prevail  with  such  who  voted 
singly  for  me  in  the  last  election,  to  give  a vote 
for  one  or  both  the  other  candidates,  they 
should  desire  them  to  stay  at  home;  and  in 
order  to  this,  his  lordship  sent  them  copits  of 
the  poll  of  their  respective  parishes. 

III.  “ He  aspersed  me  to  his  clergy,  brand- 
ing me  and  my  ancestors  with  several  vices ; 
and  at  his  confirmation  and  visitations  solicit- 
ed his  clergy  to  vote  against  me,  representing 
me  as  very  unfit  to  serve  in  parliament,  and 
threatening  them  with  his  displeasure,  if  they 
did  not  vote  against  me. 

IV.  *4  lie  aspersed  me  and  my  ancestors  to 
several  of  i he  laity,  who  were  his  tenants,  and 
threatened  them,  that  if  they  would  not  vote 
agains:  me,  they  should  never  renew  any  estate 
under  him,  and  that  he  would  set  such  marks 
upon  them,  that  his  successor*  should  not  suffer 
them  nor  their  children  to  renew  any  more. 

V.  “ Mr.  Lloyd,  the  bishop's  son,  aspersed 
me,  and  gave  scandalous  characters  of  me  to 
several  freeholders,  whom  he  solicited  to  vote 
against  me,  and  told  them  I voted  for  bringing 
in  a French  government. 

VI.  “ The  bishop’s  secretary  aspersed  ine  to 
several  freeholders  in  the  like  manner, represent- 
ing me  as  unfit  to  sit  in  the  House,  threatening 
them  with  the  bishop’s  displeasure  ; and  said, 
they  might  as  well  vote  for  the  priuce  of  Wales 
as  for  me.*' 

All  these  Particulars  were  supported  by 
Evidence  ut  the  bar  of  the  House,  and  by 
the  following  Letters  under  the  bishop’s  own 
hand  : 

“Sir;  Hartlebun/,  July  29,  1702. 

“ I think  I have  more  reason  to  hope  for 
something  of  consideration  from  you, . than 
from  most  others  of  the  clerg)  of  this  diocese, 
and  something  also  more  from  the  freeholders 
in  your  parish,  than  in  most  other  parts  of  the 
county ; and  therefore  I thought  I nad  reason 
to  take  it  ill  of  your  neighbours,  that  they 
should  give  their  votes  as  they  did,  for  the 
chusing  *»f  sir  John  Packington  to  be  knight 
of  the  shire,  when,  in  order  to  that  very  elec- 
tion, he  had  published  two  libels,  full  of  hor- 
rible lyes,  ngauist  inyself,  and  several  others  of 
the  bishops,  that  had  never  given  hitn  the  least 

rovneation.  This  grieved  me  much,  but  yet 

had  wherewith  to  comfort  myself,  in  believing 
that  those  libels  might  not  have  come  to  their 
knowledge  ; though  as  I since  understand  great 
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care  was  taken  by  sir  John’s  agents  to  public 
them  all  over  your  neighbourhood.  Rut  nm 
since  I understand  there  is  a third  libel  run 
abroad,  which  is  w ritten  against  me  in  particuh 
The  declared  cause  of  it  is  not  only  my  o| 
poking  sir  John  Packington’s  election,  whit 
after  my  coming  into  the  country,  and  findii 
libels  published  among  my  tenants  by  his  se 
vants,  1 sent  him  word  I thought  myself  ohligi 
to  do,  unless  he  would  bo  pleased  to  desist  fro 
standing,  as  I earnestly  desired  him  to  do  mo 
than  once:  But  this  author  hath  found,  that 
was  the  writer  of  a printed  half-sheet,  calli 
‘ The  Character  of  a Churchman,’  and  that  tl 
was  written  against  sir  John  Packington  f 
hindering  his  election;  and  for  this  he  scourg 
ine  most  unmercifully,  with  such  a tongue, 
that  St.  Jniues  describes.  For  that  * Charact 
* of  a Churchman/  I do  declare  to  you  in  tl 
presence  of  God,  that  I neither  writ  it  » 
know  the  author  of  it;  but  I certainly  kno> 
that  sir  John  Packington  is  not  once  mention 
in  it,  nor  had  I at  the  time  when  that  « 
printed  any  breach  with  sir  John  Packings 
nor  occasion  to  do  this  with  rt-«pect  to  tl 
election,  for  it  was  printed  before  I came 
London,  and  that  was  before  the  dissolution 
the  former  parliament,  which  if  I had  foresee! 
I had  certainly  staid  longer  in  the  countr 
Alter  all  this,  it  is  true  that  I sent  a great  uun 
her  of  those  half-sheets  into  the  country,  tu 
did  of  such  other  small  things,  upon  sever, 
accounts.  They  were  sent  chiefly  on  the  a< 
count  of  our  unhappy  differences  in  convex* 
tion,  and  lor  promoting  the  most  pious  desi^r 
of  reformation.  On  this  last  account  it  wa 
that  I sent  this  1 Character  of  a Churchman 
without  making  any  reflection  upon  any  pai 
ticular  person.  I did  indeed  know,  that  tb 
devil  would  be  mad  at  me  for  it,  and  no" 
have  fouud  the  effects  of  his  wrath  : he  hat 
set  a son  of  his  to  write  against  me,  which 
thank  God  is  the  worst  he  can  do.  This  ac 
count  I have  given  you  of  this  third  libel,  i> 
hopes  it  may  have  some  effect  upon  you  ant 
your  neighbour  Mr.  Hodge,  to  whom  I derin 
you  to  shew  w hat  I have  written.  1 hope  J0» 
will  both  of  you  consider,  whether  any 
promise  as  that  you  have  made  to  that  gentle 
man,  to  make  him  your  representative  in  p^r 
liament,  can  oblige  you  to  any  thing  else  bn1 
repentance  of  your  having  made  such  a pro- 
mise, and  to  bring  forth  fruits  meet  for  repent 
ance.  For  ray  part,  I leave  this  upon  yow 
souls,  desiring  you  both  to  do  in  this  matter  ai 
you  think  you  can  best  answer  it  to  God  at  the 
great  day,  which  1 doubt  not  you  believe,  and 
expect  ns  well  ns  I.  I pray  God  direct 
I am,  your  faithful  friend  and  diocesan, 

W.  Worcester/’ 

“ Sir,  July  27,  1702. 

u You  cannot  but  have  heard,  and  proto* 
bly  have  seen  bow  the  bishops  of  this  church  in 
general,  and  5 or  6 of  them  in  particular,  have 
been  abused  with  impudent  lyes  in  two  libel* 
that  were  published  by  sir  John  Packington 
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i rear  since,  in  order  to  his  last  election. 
At  that  tide  I had  not  given  him  the  least  pro* 
vocition;  and  for  the  other  abused  bishops, 
few  cf  them  knew  his  face.  Since  that  time, 
troths*  at  m y return  from  London,  where  I was 
i!l  the  while,  he  was  libelling  me  in  the  coun- 
try that  he  had  published  these  libels,  some  of 
then  w/th  his  own  hand*,  and  the  rest  by  his 
Rent*,  I could  not  but  think  myself  obliged  by 
all  hemest  ways  to  oppose  his  election,  if  he 
wcey  stand  ; which  I sent  to  him  8 limes  to  ] 
fct  Mm  know,  and  to  desire  he  would  forbear. 
—Hereupon  there  comes  out  n third  libel 
apicft  me,  which  I have  only  seen,  but, could 
set  *«  a copy  of  it.  I never  saw  any  thing  wrote 
•n?:  »atb a furious  rage  of  railing,  and  scoffing, 
ted  lying;  which  I thank  God,  can  do  me  no 
kirt,  nor  will  it  do  him  service,  if  I may  so 
Cali  it,  in  promoting  his  election,  which  I think  j 
wsaid  be  the  greatest  hurt  that  could  happen 
to  Mm.— It  is  fur  the  preventing  of  this  that  I 
•Tit  to  my  friends,  earnestly  to  desire  them  to 
tet  what  votes  they  can  for  Air.  Dromley  and 
Mr.  Wakb ; and  to  keep  away  as  many  as 
Her  can  of  them  that  will  vote  fur  sir  John 
Partington. — Your  diligence  in  this  matter  will 
fti  a very  gTeat  obligation  upon,  Sir, 

Your  faithful  friend,  and  Diocesan, 

\Y.  Worcester.’' 

I pon  a full  hearing  of  the  whole  matter, 
& boose  catne  to  the  following  Resolutions  : 

*■  Resolved,  new.  con.  That  Sir  John  Packing- 
fcclmsby  Evidence  fully  made  out  the  charge 
•Met  he  exhibited  again K the  lord  bishop  of 
Worcester. 

* Resolved,  nrm.  con.  That  Sir  John  Pack- 
man has  by  Evidence  fully  made  out  the 
tWje  against  Mr.  Lloyd,  the  ~.iid  lord  bishop’s 
u 

“ Resolved,  That  it  appears  to  tin's  house, 
the  proceedings  of  William  lord  bishop 
^Worcester,  his  son,  and  his  agents,  in  order 
the  hindering  the  election  of  a member  for 

* county  of  Worcester,  has  been  malicious, 
•driiuao,  and  arbitrary,  in  high  violation  of 

l!*  liberties  and  Privileges  of  the  Commons  of 
bglnt* 

u Resolved,  That  an  humble  Address  he 
lilted  to  her  Majesty,  that  she  will  be  grn- 
^ly  pleased  to  remove  William  lord  bishop 
; "orctMer  from  being  Lord  Almoner  to  her 

Mygy.** 

‘ Ordered,  That  the  said  Resolution,  and 
Address,  be  presented  to  her  Majesty  by  such 
‘fibers  of  this  house  as  are  of  her  Majesty’s 
honourable  privy-council.  2.  That  the  fur- 
'hr  consideration  of  the  matter  relating  to  the  j 
•ard bishop  of  Worcester,  be  adjourned  till  this  j 
sennight.  3.  That  Air.  Attorney-General  J 
ptosecute  Mr.  Lloyd,  the  lord  bishop  of  Wor-  j 
son,  for  the  said  offences,  after  his  pri-  ( 

; as  a member  of  the  lower  house  of  con- 
dition is  out. 

20.  Mr.  Comptroller  reporter!  to  the 
that  tlicir  Resolution  and  Address  to 
for  the  amoving  Willliain  lord 
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bishop  of  Worcester,  from  being  Lord  Almoner 
to  her  Majesty,  hud  been  presented  to  her  Ala- 
jesty  ; and  that  her  Majesty  was  pleased  to 
give  this  most  gracious  Answer  : 

**  I am  very  sorry  that  there  is  occasion  for 
this  Address  against  the  bishop  of  Worcester  : 
I shall  order  mid  direct,  that  he  shall  no  longer 
continue  to  supply  the  place  of  Almoner,  but 
I will  put  another  in  Ins  room  to  perform  iliac 
office.” 

Resolved,  That  the  most  humble  Thanks  of 
this  house  he  returned  to  her  Majesty,  for  her 
Majesty’s  most  gracious  Answer  to  their  Address 
relating  to  William  lord  bishop  of  Worcester. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Comptroller  of  her  Ma- 
jesty’s household,  do  return  the  said  most 
humble  thanks  of  ibis  house  to  her  Majesty. 

Nov.  21.  The  Speaker  acquainted  the  house, 
that  there  had  hern  with  him  that  morning,  the 
prolocutor  of  the  lower  house  of  convocation, 
and  also  the  dean  of  Canterbury,  arch-deucoii 
Ottlcv,  and  Mr.  Moor,  and  had  brought  him 
the  following  order: 

Nov.  20,  Ordered,  “That  the  prolocutor,  the 
dtan  of  Canterbury,  arch-deacon  Ottley,  and 
Mr.  Moor,  do  attend  Mr.  Speaker  of  the 
honourable  house  of  Commons,  and  return 
our  most  humble  thanks  to  him,  and  to 
that  honourable  house,  for  the  great  favour  to- 
the  Church  ami  Convocation,  which  they  had  on 
all  occasions  been  pleased  to  express;  and  par- 
ticularly for  that  late  regard  which  they  of  them- 
selves, without  suggestion,  were  pleased  to  have 
to  the  privilege  of  this  house,  in  the  case  of  one 
of  our  members,  who  had  the  misfortune  to  fall 
under  their  displeasure.” 

Upon  this,  the  house  passed  a Resolution, 
Thai  they  would  upon  all  occasions,  assert  the 
just  rights  of  the  Lower  House  of  Convocation. 

The  Lords,  alarmed  at  these  proceedings  of 
the  Commons,  against  a member  of  their  house, 
agreed  upon  the  following  Address  to  the  queen, 

* That  it  was  the  undoobted  right  of  every  lord 
4 of  parliament;  and  of  every  subject  of  Eng- 

1 4 land,  to  have  an  opportunity  of  making  his 
| 4 defence,  before  he  suffers  any  sort  of  pumsh- 
j * ment;  and  therefore  humbly  desired  her  ma- 
jesty, that  she  would  be  pleased  not  to  re- 

* move  the  lord  bishop  of  Worcester  from  the 
4 place  of  Lord  Almoner,  nor  to  show  any  mark 

* of  her  displeasure  towards  him,  till  he  he 

* found  guilty  of  some  crime  by  due  course  of 
4 law.*  This  Address  being  presented  to  the 
queen,  she  returned  answer,  4 Thai  she  agreed, 

i 4 that  every  peer  and  lord  of  parliament,  and 
4 indeed  every  other  person,  ought  to  have  an 
4 opportunity  of  being  heard  to  any  matters  ob- 
jected against  him,  before  be  be  punished. 

4 That  she  had  not  vet  received  any  qomplaint 
4 of  the  bishop  of  Worcester,  hut  she  looked 
4 upon  it  as  her  undoubted  right  to  continue 
4 or  displace  any  servant  attending  upon  her 
4 own  person,  when  she  should  think  it  proper.* 
The  Lords,  upon  this  Answer,  resolved  the  same 
day  unanimously,  4 That  no  lord  of  their  house 
f ought  to  suffer  any  son  of  punishment  by  any 
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* proceedings  of  the  house  of  Commons,  other- 

* wi'C  than  according  to  tlx.  known  and  undent 

* rules  mid  methods  of  parliament.’ 

A Bill  fir 'a  Provision  for  Prince  George.] 
Nov.  21.  Mr.  Secretary  Hedges  delivered  to 
the  Commons  a Message  signed  by  the  queen, 
importing, 4 That  her  majesty  considering,  that 

* there  was  hut  a veiy  small  provision  made  for 
1 the  prince  her  husband, if  he  should  survive  her, 

* and  that  she  Wat’s  restrained  from  increasing 

* the  same  by  the  late  act  of  parliament  for 

* settling  her  revenue,  thought  it  necessary  to 

* iccomine.nl  the  making  a further  provision  for 
4 the  prince  to  their  consideration.’  The  prince 
was  many  vears  older  than  the  queen,  and  was 
troubled  with  an  asthma,  that  every  year  had 
ill  effects  upon  his  health,  and  had  brought  him 
inio  great  danger  this  winter;  yet  the  queen 
thought  it  became  her  to  provide  for  all  events. 
The  Commons  having  taken  her  message  into 
consideration,  Mr.  How  moved,  That  the  yearly 
sum  of  100,000/.,  should  he  settled  on  the 
prince,  in  cas-c  he  should  survive  the  quetn ; 
and  tins  was  seconded  by  those  who  knew  how 
acceptable  the  motion  would  he  to  the  queen, 
though  it  was  double  of  what  uny  queen  of 
England  ever  had  in  jointure;  so  that  it  passed 
without  any  opposition.  But,  while  it  was 
passing,  a inotfxi  was  made  upon  a clause  in 
the  art,  that  limited  the  succession  to  the 
house  of  Hanover,  which  provided  against 
strangers,  though  naturalized,  being  capable  to 
hold  any  employ  men  is.  Tins  plainly  related 
only  to  those,  who  should  be  naturalized  in  a 
future  reign,  and  had  no  respect  to  such  as  w ere 
already  naturalized,  or  should  he  naturalized, 
during  the  present  reign.  It  was,  however,  pro-  j 
posed  ns  doubtful,  whether,  when  that  family  j 
might  reign,  nil,  who  were  naturalized  before, 
should  not  be  incapacitated  by  that  clause  from 
sitting  in  parliament,  or  holding  employments; 
and  a clause  was  oflVred  to  exempt  the  prince 
fioin  being  comprehended  in  that  incapacity. 
Against  this  two  objections  lay  ; one  was,  that 
the  Lords  had  resolved  by  a Vote  (as  will  here- 
after appear)  to  which  t he  greater  number  had 
set 'heir  hands,  that  they  would  never  pass  any 
money-bill  sent  up  to  i hem  by  the  Commons, 
to  which  any  clause  was  tacked,  that  was 
foreign  to  the  kill.  They  had  clone  this,  to  pre- 
vent the  Commons  from  joining  matters  of  a 
different  nature  to  a money-bill,  and  then  pre- 
tending that  the  Lords  could  not  meddle  with 
it;  for  this  was  a method  to  alter  the  govern- 
ment, and  bring  it  inti  rely  into  their  own  hands; 
by  this  means,  when  money  was  necessary  for 
preserving  the  nation,  they  might  force,'  not 
only  the  lords,  but  even  the  crown  itself,  to 
consent  to  every  thing  they  proposed,  by  luck- 
ing it  to  a money-bill.  It  was  said,  that  an 
incapacity  for  holding  employments,  and  for 
sitting  in  the  house  of  lords,  were  things  of  a 
different  nature  from  money ; so  that  this  clause 
seemed  to  many  to  be  a tack  : while  others, 
thought  it  was  no  tack,  because  both  parts  of 
the  act  related  to  the  same  person.  The  other 
objection  was,  That  this  clause  seemed  to  im- 
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ply,  that  persons  already  naturalized,  and  ii 
possession  of  the  right  ol  natural- boro  sul  jecti 
were  to  be  excluded  in  the  next  reign;  thougl 
all  people  knew,  that  no  such  thing  was  intend 
ed,  when  the  act  of  succession  passed.  Grea 
opposition  was  made,  for  both  these  reasons,  t 
the  passing  this  clause;  hut  the  queen  presse 
it  w ith  the  greatest  earnestness,tbatshe  had  cn 
yet  shewn  in  any  thing  whatever.  She  thougl 
it  became  her  as  a good  wile,  to  have  the  ai 
passed,  in  which  she  might  be  the  more  xealoa 
because  it  was  not  thought  ad  viscatle  to  iuoi 
for  an  act,  that  should  take  prince  George  ini 
a partnership  of  the  re  gal  dignity.  This  matt] 
raised  a great  heat  in  the  house  of  lords.  Tboa 
who  had  been  advanced  by  the  late  king,  an 
were  in  liis  interests,  did  not  iliiuk  it  becan 
them  to  content  to  this,  which  seemed  to  be 
prejudice,  or,  at  least,  a disgrace  to  thos 
whom  he  had  raised.* 

Protest  thereon .]  But  the  court  manage 
the  affair  so  dexterously,  that  the  bill  passe 
with  the  clause,  though  it  was  protested  again 
by  several  lords. 

January  19.  Upon  a Report  from  the  Con 
miuee  of  the  whole  house,  on  the  bill*  to  eat 
‘ hie  her  majesty  to  settle  a Revenue  upouih 
* prince  of  Denmark,  in  case  he  survived  her 
that  they  hud  gone  through  the  bill,  and  ha 
left  out  one  clause,  which  enacted,  that,  incas 
of  the  prince’s  surviving,  he  might  he  enpab! 
i to  he  of  the  privy-council,  a member  of  thi 
house,  or  to  enjoy  any  office,  the  grants  he:ti 
mentioned,  or  any  oilier,  notwithstanding tb 
act  of  succession  in  the  12th  of  the  late  Ling 
And  the  question  being  put,  Whether  to  agrei 
with  the  committee  in  leaving  out  this  clause 
It  wns  resolved  in  the  negative. 

“ Dissentient.’* 

u 1.  We  do  dissent  from  this  clause,  be 
cause  we  conceive  this  is  a bill  of  aid  and  sup 
ply;  and  that  this  clause  is  altogether  foreign 
to,  and  different  from  the  matter  of  the  said 
bill : and  that  the  passing  of  such  a clause  ii 
therefore  unparliamentary,  and  tends  to  the 
destruction  of  the  constitution  of  this  govern- 
ment. 

4‘  2.  Because  wc  conceive, tliat  a parliamcntarj 
expedient  might  liavo  been  found,  whereby  bis 
royal  highness  might,  by  au  unanimous  consent, 
hove  all  the  advantages  designed  him  by  this  bill, 
without  the  lords  being  obliged  to  depart 
from  what  we  conceive  to  be  their  undoubted 
right. 

u 3.  Because  we  conceive,  that  this  clause 
was  not  necessary  to  entitle  his  royal  highne** 
to  enjoy  the  benefits  of  the  said  grams. 

“ 4.  Because  tiiat  the  clause,  which  pr€' 
tends  to  capacitate  his  royal  highness  to  enjoy 
his  peerage,  * Notwithstanding  the  act  for  li* 
‘ further  limitation  of  the  crowu  and  better  sc* 
1 curing  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  sulx 
‘ ject,’  ami  which  makes  no  provision  for  other 
peers,  under  the  same  circumstances,  may  tend 
much  to  their  prejudice.  (Signed.)  Torrid" 


* Burnet,  Tindal. 
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a*,  Say  and  Stal,  Sommers,  Portland,  Mnn- 
cftottr,  Kings tou,  Jo.  Litcb.  and  Coven.  Os- 
Minnoc.'’ 

We  dissent  from  tlic  clauses  relating  to  the 

jrciuj: 

" 1.  because  the  said  grams  are  not  laid  1k- 
fiirtil* house  (tliouch desired),  by  which  we  are 
^baiant  upon  nrhat  considerations  the  same 
■k.t  granted. 

"8.  Because  »e  conceive,  that  the  saving 
dunes  are  so  far  from  having  any  relation  to 
haruyai  highness,  that  if  they  signify  any  thing 
isuboot  any  respect  to  him)  they  prefer  tlieir 
[wnn.Dt  l«fure  his.  (Signed.)  Somerset, 
Devonshire,  Thn.  Cantuar.  Huntingdon,  Say 
i»J  Seal,  VV.  Worcester,  iticb.  Peterborg, 
Gs.  Sanim,  Radnor,  Jo.  Chichester,  Jo.  Bau- 
p:,  Sunderland,  Oxford,  Bolton,  Mahon,  Ber- 
pvmny,  Berkeley  of  Stratton,  Jo.  Litch.  and 
L.ven.  E;vers,  Lovelace.  Tovvnshend, Herbert, 
•-iriide,  F-.  M.  Tho.  Wharton,  Essex,  Potvlet, 
X.  ogham,  Skim  lord.” 

VxQuteu’i  Metsage  relating  to  the  Earl  if 
Uarlmimgti.]  Dec.  10.  The  following  mes- 
myeva*  briatglit  to  the  liouse  by  Mr.  Secre- 
tary liedge*,  signed  by  the  queen  herself. 

“ Axse  R,  The  earl  of  Marlborough’s  ser- 
vers to  her  majesty,  and  to  tho  public,  have 
hem  » eminent,  both  in  bis  command  of  the 
Bier,  *ud  in  bis  having  established  nn  entire 
credence  and  good  correspondence  between 
he  majesty  and  the  Slates-Gcneral,  that  she 
h>  thought  fit  to  grant  the  title  of  a duke  of 
&i » lucgflom  lo  him,  and  to  the  heirs  male  of 
bhody,  and  also  a pension  of  5,000/.  per  an- 
upon  the  rc  venue  of  the  Post  Oluce,  for 
3*  support  of  this  honour,  during  her  majes- 
ty* natural  life.  If  it  had  been  in  her  umjes- 
tf  b power,  she  would  have  granted  the  same 
ter®  in  the  pension  as  in  the  honour;  and 
•Hr  hopes  you  will  think  it  so  reasonable  in  this 
caw,  at  to  find  some  proper  methods  for  doing 
Jt.* 

The  Commons,  after  the  reading  of  the  mes- 
1'£«,  retried  for  some  time  to  be  in  amaze,  and 
Upt  so  tong  silent,  that  (it  was  said)  the  Speak- 
s’ r.eod  up,  and  looked  round,  to  see  if  any 
My  woo  Id  speak  to  it:  Ami  at  length  Mr. 

S— - having  broke  the  ice,  the  debate 

f*n  very  high  on  the  occasion  ; and  amongst 
,’d*en,  turn  i’On  fa  me  gave  out,  that  an'old  mein* 
Ur  should  say, 4 That  though  he  had  accepted 
<f  in  employment  at  court,  yet,  he  never  did 
a with  a design  that  his  mouth  should  be  sewed 
•S  m that  house,  when  any  thing  was  offered 
tot  be  thought  detrimental  fo  hi*  country’.* 
Tkr  Commons  Address  l hr  non .]  Dec.  21, 
Tathuuse  at  length  having  weighed  this  iinpor. 
Sat  affair,  instead  of  complying  with  the  men. 


* Sir  Christopher  Musgrave  did  not  stick  to 
^v*  I will  not  derogate  from  the  duke’s  cmi- 
‘ HsiKTvices,  but  I think  he  is  very  well  paid 
‘ fetthoB ;’  and  then  in  nn  invidious  manner 
up  the  profitable  enplovinents  en- 
.Jytdky  him  aud  his  dutchsss."  Oiumisvn. 


sage,  presented  the  following  Address  to  her 
mnjesty  : 

44  Must  graciuus  sovereign  ; We  your  majes- 
ty’s most  dutiful  aud  loyal  subjects  theCommons 
in  parliament  assembled, humbly  beg  leave  to  de- 
clare our  unanimous  satisfaction  in  the  just  es- 
teem your  majesty  has  been  pleased  to  express  of 
the  cmiuent  services  periortned  by  the  duke  of 
Marlborough,  w ho  has  nut  only,  by  his  con- 
duct of  the  army,  retrieved  the  ancient  honour 
and  glory  of  the  English  nation,  but  by  his 
negotiation  established  an  entire  confidence 
and  good  correspondence  between  your  ma- 
jesty, and  theStates-General.and  therein  vindi- 
cated the  gentlemen  of  England,  who  had,  by 
the  vile  practices  of  designing  men,  been  tra- 
duced, and  industriously  represented  as  false 
to  your  majesty’s  allies,  because  they  were 
true  to  the  interest  of  their  country. — It  is  to 
their  inexpressible  grief,  that  your  majesty’s 
mostdutifulCominons  find  any  instances,  where 
they  are  unable  to  comply  with  wbat  your  ma- 
jesty proposes  to  them  ; but  they  beg  leave 
humbly  to  lay  before  your  majesty  the  appre- 
hensions they  have  of  making  a precedent  for 
the  future  alienations  of  the  Revenue  of  the 
crown,  which  has  been  so  much  reduced  by  the 
exorbitant  giants  of  the  last  reign,  and  which 
has  been  so  lately  settled  aud  secured  by  your 
majesty’s  unparalleled  grace  and  goodness. — 
We  are  infinitely  pleased  to  observe  by  your 
majesty’s  late  gracious  acceptance  of  the  duke 
of  Marlborough’s  services,  that  the  only  way 
to  obtain  vour  majesty’s  favour,  is  to  deserve 
well  from  the  public ; and  we  beg  leave  to  as- 
sure your  majesty,  that  whenever  you  shall 
think  fit  to  reward  such  merit,  it  will  be  to  the 
entire  satisfaction  of  your  people.” 

The  Queen's  Answer .]  To  which  her  ma- 
jesty returned  the  following  Answer  : 

“ I shall  always  think  myself  much  concerned 
to  reward  those  who  deserve  well  of  me,  and 
of  the  public  : On  this  account,  I bestowed 
some  favours  on  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  and 
I am  glad  to  find  you  think  they  are  well 
placed.”* 


• “ Great  liberty  was  taken  of  reflecting 
upon  the  queen,  as  well  as  the  duke,  for  this 
transaction  ; and  a satirical  piece  was  handed 
I about,  wherein,  Among  other  things,  it  was  af- 
firmed, 4 That  her  majesty  designed  to  give  one 

* duke  all  the  gold,  which  the  other  (Ormond) 

* had  brought  home  from  Vigo.’  ” Tindal. 

“ As  the  queen  had  reuson  not  to  be  pleased 
■ with  this  balk,  so  had  all  good  Britons  to  be  of- 
' fended  at  the  aspersion  thrown  upon  the  reign 
of  king  William.  If  there  were  more  Grant* 
in  his  time  than  before  it,  there  were  more  per- 
sons who  deserved  them,  and  more  good  tilings 
to  be  granted  : Whereas  it  cannot  be  said  that 
one  mortal,  from  the  Restoration  to  the  Abdi- 
cation, did  deserve  the  grant  of  a Brickkiln 
for  his  services  to  his  country,  as  it  included 
the  Protestant  religion,  liberty  and  property.” 
Oldnaixon. 
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TheCon  trovers  y between  the  twoIIouses 

RELATING  TO  THE  BlLL  FOR  PREVENTIKOOCCA- 
sional  Conformity0.]  There  had  been  a 
Bill  brought  in  early  this  session  by  the  Com- 

• “ When  those  matters  were  settled,  a Bill 
was  brought  in  by  the  Tories,  against  Occa- 
sional Conformity,  which  produced  great  and 
long  debates : By  this  Bill,  all  those  who  took 
the  sacrament  and  test  (which  by  the  act  passed 
in  the  year  1672,  was  made  necessary  to  those, 
who  held  offices  of  trust,  or  were  magistrates 
in  corporations,  but  was  only  to  be  taken  once 
by  them)  and  did  after  that,  go  to  the  meetings 
of  dissenters,  or  any  meeting  for  religious  w or- 
ship, that  was  not  according  to  the  liturgy  or 
practice  of  the  church  of  England,  where  five  per- 
sons were  present,  more  than  the  family,  were 
disabled  from  holding  their  employments,  and 
were  to  be  lined  in  100/.,  and  in  5 /.  a day  for 
every  day,  which  they  continued  to  act  in  their 
employments,  after  their  having  been  at  any 
such  meeting:  They  were  also  made  incapable 
to  hold  any  other  employment,  till  after  one 
whole  year’s  Conformity  to  the  church,  which 
was  to  be  proved  at  the  quarter  session  : upon  a 
relapse  the  penalty  and  the  time  of  incapacity 
were  doubled  : no  limitation  of  time  was  put  in 
the  bill,  nor  of  the  way,  in  which  the  offence  was 
to  be  proved ; But  whereas,  the  act  of  the  test 
only  included  the  magistrates  in  corporations, 
all  the  inferior  officers  or  freemen  in  corpora- 
tions, who  were  found  to  have  some  interest  in 
the  elections,  were  now  comprehended  within 
this  bill.  The  preamble  of  the  bill  asserted  the 
Toleration,  and  condemned  all  persecution  for 
conscience  sake,  io  a high  strain.  Some  thought 
the  bill  was  of  no  consequence,  and  that,  if  it 
should  pass  into  a law,  it  would  be  of  no  eifect; 
but  that  the  Occasional  Conformists  would  be- 
come constant  ones.  Others  thought,  that  this 
was  such  a breaking  in  upon  the  Toleration,  as 
would  undermiue  it,  and  that  it  would  have  a 
great  effect  on  corporations ; as  indeed,  the 
intent  of  it  was  believed  to  be,  the  modelling 
elections,  and  by  consequence  of  the  House  of 
Commons. 

**  On  behalf  of  the  bill,  it  was  said,  the  de- 
sign of  the  test  act  was,  that  all  in  office  should 
continue  in  the  communion  of  the  church ; that 
coming  only  once  to  the  sacrament  for  an  of- 
fice, and  going  afterwards  to  the  meetings  of 
dissenters,  was  both  an  eluding  the  intent  of 
the  law  and  a profanation  of  the  sacrament, 
which  gave  great  scandal,  and  was  abhorred 
by  the  better  sort  of  dissenters.  Those  who 
were  against  the  bill,  said,  the  nation  had  been 
quiet  ever  since  the  Toleration,  the  dissenters 
had  lost  more  ground  and  strength  by  it,  than 
the  church  ; the  nation  was  now  engaged  in  a 
great  war ; it  seemed  therefore  unreasonable, 
to  raise  animosities  at  home,  in  matters  of  reli- 
gion, at  such  a time;  and  to  encourage  a tribe 
of  informers,  who  were  the  worst  sort  of  men : 
The  fines  were  excessive  ; higher  than  any  laid 
on  Papists  by  law  ; and  since  no  limitation  of 
Ptne,  nor  toncurrence  of  w itnesses;  w as  pro- 


mons,  for  preventing  Occasional  Conform  it 
and  though  there  w as  a good  deal  of  oppositi 
made  to  the  Bill  by  some  gentlemen  of  tl 
house,  yet  it  was  carried  thefe  by  a grenc  n 

vided  for  in  the  bill,  men  would  be  for  c*i 
exposed  to  the  malice  of  a bold  swearer, 
wicket!  servant:  It  was  moved,  that  since  t 
greatest  danger  of  all  was  from  atheists  a 
papists,  that  all  such  as  received  the  sac 
iueot  for  an  otiice,  should  be  obliged  to  rece 
it  three  times  a year,  which  all  were  by  1 
required  to  do;  and  to  keep  to  their  par 
church,  at  least  one  Sunday  a month  ; but  t 
was  not  admitted.  All,  who  pleaded  for  t 
bill,  did  iu  words  declare  for  the  continual: 
of  the  Toleration,  yet  the  sharpness,  with  whi 
they  treated  tlte  disseniers  in  all  their  speech 
shewed  as  if  they  designed  their  extirpate 
The  bill  was  earned  in  the  House  of  (Jomtno 
by  a great  majority.  The  debates  held  Ions 
in  the  House  of  Lords  : Many  were  against 
because  of  the  high  penalties.  Some  rente 
bered  the  practice  of  informers,  in  the  end 
king  Charles's  reign,  and  would  not  consent 
the  reviving  such  infamous  methods  ; All  l 
lieved,  that  the  chief  design  of  tins  lull  was, 
model  corporations,  and  to  cast  out  of  them  i 
those,  who  would  not  vote  in  elections  i 
Tories;  The  Toleration  itself  was  visibly  aim 
at,  and  this  was  only  a step  to  break  iu  upi 
it.  Some  thought,  the  design  wrnt  vet  furth* 
to  raise  such  quarrels  and  distractions  unicx 
us,  as  would  so  embroil  us  at  home,  that  a 
allies  might  see,  they  could  not  depend  up< 
us;  and  that  we,  being  weakened  by  the  di 
orders,  occasioned  by  those  prosecutions,  mig 
be  disabled  from  carrying  on  the  war,  whn 
was  the  chief  thing  driven  at  by  the  promote 
of  the  bill.  So  that  many  of  the  lords, 
well  as  the  bishops,  agreed  in  opposing  ti 
bill,  though  upon  different  views ; yet  ch< 
consented  to  son  e parts  of  it ; chiefly,  that  sue 
as  went  to  meetings,  after  they  had  received  tl 
sacrament,  should  be  disabled  from  holdir 
any  employments,  and  be  fined  in  20/. ; mar 
went  into  this,  though  they  were  again 
every  part  of  the  bill,  because  they  thought  tl. 
the  most  plausible  way  of  losing  it ; since  tl 
House  of  Commons  had  of  late  set  it  up  for 
maxim,  that  the  Lords  could  not  alter  the  fine 
that  they  should  fix  in  a bill,  this  being  a nice 
dling  with  money,  which  they  thought  was  s 
peculiar  to  them,  that  they  would  not  let  tli 
Lords,  on  any  pretence,  break  pi  upon  it. 

41  The  lords  hereupon  appointed  a very  ci 
act  search  to  be  made  into  nil  the  rolls,  tlia 
lay  in  the  clerk  of  the  parliament’s  office,  fror 
the  middle  of  king  Hcury  7’s  reign,  down  ti 
the  present  time : and  they  found,  by  son;' 
hundreds  of  precedents,  that  in  some  bills  th< 
lords  began  the  clauses,  that  set  the  fines  : ant 
that  when  fines  were  set  by  the  commons,  some 
times  they  altered  the  fines,  a<  d at  other  times 
they  changed  the  use  which  they  were  ap 
plied  : The  report  much  o>  t is  was  so  full  »nc 
dear,  tliat  there  was  yo  possibility  of  replying 
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pr.ti;  and  on  tbe  2nd  of  December  sent  to  the  Privilege  of  their  house.”  When  the  Bill 
tie  Lords  for  their  concurrence.  The  Lords  came  to  be  considered  by  the  Lords,  they  were 
acre  so  little  loud  of  this  bill,  that  apprehend-  pleased  to  make  several  Amendments  to  itf 
<■£  it,  or  some  other  bill  they  did  not  wholly  which  occasioned  several  Conferences  between 
lie.  Hu  flit  one  tune  or  other  be  tacked  to  a the  two  houses;  as  follow  after  the  bill,  which  it 
Monev-Biil  by  the  Commons,  they  passed  a is  thought  expedient  to  annex,  as  necessary  for 
rotr,  “ That  it  would  be  an  infringement  of  the  right  understanding  the  matter  in  question. 

The  ACT  for  preventing  OCCASIONAL  CONFORMITY. 

The  BILL  am>  AMENDMENTS. 


Tbe  Commons 
Agreement  and 
Disagreement, 
i)  ifce  Amend - 
■seats  made  by 
l.  Lords  tu  the 
0 for  Pre- 
innng  Occa- 

wad  C onfor-  December  2,  1702. 

&i:t,  with  the 


The  Amendments  made  by  the 
Lords  to  the  Bill  fur  preventing 
Occasional  Conformity. 


I caissons  A-  AS  nothing  is  more  contrary  to  the  pro-  / 

atrdnents  to  fession  of  the  Christian  religiou,  and  parti- 
II:  Lordj  A-  cularly  to  thedoctrine  of  the  church  of  Eng- 
fttudaents.  land,  than  persecution  for  conscience  only  ; 

t ^ in  due  consideration  whereof,  an  act  passed 

in  the  first  year  of  the  reign  of  the  late  king 

Ay?ed  to  by  William  and  queen  Mary,  intitled,  * An  line  7.  After  [Mary]  add  [of 
fa  Commons.  * Act  for  exempting  their  majesties  protes-  glorious  memory]. 

4 tant  subjects,  dissenting  Irom  the  church 
4 of  England,  from  the  penalties  of  certain 
4 laws  ;*  which  act  ought  inviolably  to  be 
observed,  and  ease  given  to  all  conscience* 


ton,  and  the  lords  ordered  it  to  be  entered  in 
tW\r  books.  But  the  commons  were  resolved 


to  sum  tain  their  point,  without  entering  into 
asv  debate  upon  it.  The  lords  also  added 
theses,  requiring  proof  to  be  made  by  two  wit- 
***»,  and  that  the  information  should  be 
(Ptii  in  within  10  days,  und  tbe  prosecution 
c^uneaced  within  three  months  after  the  fact. 
Tbe  common*  agreed  to  this,  but  would  not 
tbe  penalties  that  they  had  ser.  The 
depended  long  between  the  two  houses  ; 
both  sides  took  pains  to  bring  up  the  lords  that 
*<*14  vole  with  them,  so  that  there  were 
*bort  130  lords  in  the  house ; the  greatest 
fcsober  that  had  ever  been  together. 

*'  The  court  put  their  whole  strength  to  carry 
bill ; Prmce  George,  who  had  received  the 
^^nxmeot,  as  lord  high  admiral,  and  yet  kept 
chapH  in  the  Luthers n v ay,  so  that  he 
**  an  occasional  communicant,  came  and 
Tl*e4  for  the  bill : After  some  conferences, 
wWren  each  bouse  had  yielded  some  smnllcr 
i fierefices  to  the  other,  it  came  to  a Free  Con- 
in  the  Paiuted  Chamber,  which  was 
tbe  most  crowded  upon  that  occasion,  that  had 
^erbetn  kaown  ; so  much  weight  w as  luid  on 
**■  matter  on  both  sides. 


“ When  tbe  lords  retired,  and  it  came  to 
to*  kail  rote  of  adhering,  the  lords  were  so 
divided,  that  in  three  questions,  put  on 


different  heads,  the  adhering  was  carried  but 
by  one  voice  in  every  one  of  them  ; and  it  was 
a different  person  that  gave  it  in  all  the  three 
divisions.  The  common*  likewise  adhered,  so 
the  bill  was  lost.  This  bill  seemed  to  favour 
the  interests  of  the  church,  so  hot  tneu  were  for 
it : and  the  greater  number  of  the  tiislnps  be- 
ing against  it,  they  were  censured,  as  cold  and 
slack  in  tbe  concerns  of  the  church  ; a reproach, 
that  all  moderate  nn  n must  expect,  when  they 
oppose  violent  motions.  A grcai  part  ot  tins 
fell  on  myself:  for  I bore  a large  share  in  the 
debates,  both  in  the  h use  of  lords,  and  at  the 
free  conference.  Angry  men  took  occasion 
from  hence,  to  charge  the  bishops  as  tt  emies 
to  the  church,  and  betrayers  of  its  interests, 
because  we  would  not  run  blindfold  into  the 
passions  and  designs  of  ill  tempered  men  : 
though  we  can  appeal  to  all  the  world,  and 
which  is  more,  to  God  himself,  that  we  did 
faithfully  and  zealously  pursue  the  true  interests 
of  the  church,  the  promoting  religion  and 
learning,  the  encouraging  of  all  good  m n.  and 
good  designs;  and  that  we  did  nj  ply  ourseoes 
to  the  duties  of  our  function,  and  to  the  work 
of  the  gospel.  Having  t'  is  quiet  w ithin  our- 
selves, we  must  hear  the  cr  *s,  and  submit  to 
the  w ill  of  God  ; The  less  of  our  reward  that 
we  receive  from  men,  we  have  s»  much  the 
more  to  look  for  from  him.”  Burnet. 
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Disagreed  to  by 
(bo  Commons. 
Disagreed  to  by 
the  Commons. 


Disagreed  to  by 
die  Commons. 


Distorted  to  by 
the  Commons. 


Agreed  to  by 
the  Commons. 


truly  scrupulous;  nevertheless,  whereas  the 
laws  do  provide  that  every  person  to  he  ad- 
mitted into  any  office  or  employment  should 
be  conformable  to  the  church,  as  it  is  by 
law  established,  by  enacting,  that  every 
such  person,  so  to  he  admitted,  should  re- 
ceive the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  Suuper, 
according  to  the  rites  and  usage  of  the 
church  of  England ; yet  several  persons  dis- 
senting from  the  church,  as  it  is  by  law  es- 
tablished, do  join  with  the  members  thereof 
in  receiving  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's 
Supper,  to  qualify  themselves  to  have  and 
enjoy  such  offices  and  employments,  and  do 
afterwards  resurt  to  conventicles  or  meet- 
ings for  the  exercise  of  religion  in  other 
manner  than  according  to  the  liturgy  and 
practice  of  the  church  of  England,  which  is 
esntrary  to  the  iutent  and  meaning  of  the 
laws  already  made  : Be  it  therefore  enacted 
by  the  queen’s  most  excellent  majesty,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons 
in  parliament  assembled,  and  by  authority 
of  the  same,  that  if  any  person  or  persons 
after  the  1st  day  of  March,  which  shall  be 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1 7 02,  either  peers 
or  commoners,  who  have  or  shall  have  any 
office  or  offices,  civil  or  military,  or  receive 
nuy  pay,  salary,  fee,  or  wages,  by  reason  of 
any  patent  or  grant  from  her  majesty,  or 
shall  hove  any  command  or  place  of  trust 
from  or  under  her  majesty,  or  from  any  of 
her  majesty's  predecessors,  or  by  her  or 
their  authority,  or  by  authority  derived  from 
her  or  them,  within  the  kingdom  of  Eng- 
land, dominion  of  Wales,  or  town  of  Ber- 
wick tipon  Tweed,  or  in  her  majesty’s  navy, 
or  in  the  several  islands  of  Jersey  and 
Guernsey,  or  shall  be  admitted  into  any 
service  or  employment  in  her  majesty's 
hooshold  or  family  ; or  if  any  mayor,  alder- 
man, recorder,  bailiff,  town  clerk,  common- 
council-man,  or  other  person  hearing  any  of- 
fice of  magistracy  or  place  of  trust,  or  other 
employment  relating  to  or  concerning  the 
government  of  the  respective  cities,  corpora- 
tions, boroughs,  cinque-ports,  and  their 
members,  and  other  port-towns  within  the 
kingdom  of  England,  dominion  of  Wales, 
and  town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed,  who  by 
the  laws  are  obliged  to  receive  the  sacra- 
ment of  the  Lord's  supper,  according  to  the 
rites  and  usage  of  the  church  of  England, 
shall  at  any  time  after  their  admission  into 
their  respective  offices  or  employments,  or 
after  having  such  grant,  as  aforesaid,  during 
bis  or  their  continuance  in  such  office  or 
offices,  employment  or  employments,  or  the 
enjoyment  of  any  profit  or  advantage  from 
the  same,  shall  resort  to  or  be  present  at 
any  conventicle,  assembly  or  meeting,  un- 
der colour  or  pretence  of  any  exercise  of 
religion,  in  other  manner  than  according  to 
the  liturgy  and  practice  of  the  church  of 
England,  in  any  place  within  the  kingdom 
of  England,  dominion  of  Whies,  and  town 


line  1.  After  [scrupulous]  a 

line  1.  Leave  out  from  [»hei 
as]  to  [several]  in  the  9tb  lit 


line  14.  Leave  out  [such]. 


i 

i 


line  42.  Leave  out  from  [fatoi 
to  [shall]  in  the  55th  line. 


line  61.  Leave  out  [shall]* 
read  [knowingly  and  willingly 
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of  Berwick  upon  Tweed,  at  wliich  conven- 
ticle, assembly  or  meeting,  there  shall  be 
five  persons  or  more  assembled  together, 
over  and  besides  those  of  the  satn^  lious- 
hold,  if  it  be  in  any  house  where  there  is  a 
family  inhabiting,  or  if  it  be  in  an  house  or 
place  where  there  is  no  family  inhabiting, 
then  where  any  five  persons  or  more  nre 
so  assembled,  as  aforesaid,  shall  forfeit 


Arretd  to  by 
Vx  Commons 
vith  the  Amendments  following,  viz. 

1.  Alter  the  word  [or]  add  [shall  knowingly 
ud  wiliingly  be  present]. 

After  the  word  [anv]  add  [such]. 

After  the  word  [meeting]  leave  out  [where] 
asd  insert  [in  such  house  or  place,  as  aforesaid, 
although]. 


line  9. 
[oi  at 


After  [aforesaid]  add 
nity  meeting  where  her 
liturgy  is  used,  and  where  her  majesty  and 
the  princess  Sophia  shall  not  he  prayed  for  in 
express  words,  according  to  the  liturgy  of  the 
church  of  England.] 


1.  To  which  Amendments  of  the  Commons 
„ (to  the  Lords  Amendment)  as  entered  on  the 

After  [liturgy]  leave  out  [is]  and  insert  [be  other  side,  the  Lords  agreed,  with  the  Addition 
there],  following : 


Alter 
[a  case] 
After 


used]  Itave  out  [and  where]  and  insert 

9.  After  the  words  [prayed  for]  in  the  Com- 
aiajesty]  add  [whom  God  long  pre-  tnous  Amendment,  add  [in  pursuance  of  an  act 
(eve,  Catherine  the  queen  dowager].  passed  in  the  first  year  of  king  William  and 

t tier  [Sophia]  add  lor  such  others  as  shall  queen  Mary,  intitled,  * An  Act  declaring  the 
fan  time  to  time  be  lawfully  appointed  to  be  * Rights  and  Liberties  of  tbe  Sul  ject,  and  set- 

‘ tling  the  Succession  of  the  Crown;’  and  the 
act  passed  in  the  twelfth  and  thirteenth  of  king 
William  the  third,  intitled,  ‘ An  Act  for  the 
‘ further  Lini  tation  of  the  Crown,  and  better 


ptiwd  for]. 

After  [be]  add  [there], 

2.  To  which  Addition  of  the  Lords  (to  the 
Amendments  made  bv  the  Commons  to  the 


lords  Amendment)  as  entered  on  tbe  other  ‘ securing  the  Rights  and  Liberties  of  the  Sub 
side,  the  Commons  agreed.  « ject.’] 


H. curved  to  by 
tbe  Commons. 


Dsajrted  to  by 
tfce  Commons. 


Cluae  [A]  a- 
to  by  the 
Commons. 


vi. 


the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds,  and 
five  pounds  fur  every  day,  that  any  such 
person  or  persons  shall  continue  in  the  ex- 
ecution of  such  office  or  employment,  after 
he  or  they  shall  have  resorted  to  or  been 
present  at  any  such  conventicle,  assembly 
or  meeting  as  aforesaid,  to  he  recovered 
by  him  or  them  that  sh;dl  sue  for  the  same, 
h?  any  action  of  debt,  bill,  plaint  or  infor- 
mation ; in  any  of  her  majesty’s  courts  at 
Westminster,  wherein  no  essoign,  protec- 
tion or  wager  of  law  shall  be  allowed,  and 
no  more  than  one  imparlance. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  every 
person  convicted  in  any  action  to  be 
brought,  as  aforesaid,  or  upon  any  informa- 
tion, presentment  or  indictment  in  any  of 
her  majesty’s  courts  at  Westminster,  or  at 
the  assizes,  shall  be  disabled  from  thence- 
forth to  hold  such  office  or  offices,  employ- 
ment or  'employments,  or  to  receive  any 
protit  or  advantage  by  reason  of  them,  or  of 
any  grant,  as  aforesaid,  and  shall  he  ad- 
judgt  d incapable  to  bear  any  office  or  cm- 
ploymei  t whatsoever,  within  the  kingdom 
of  England,  dominion  of  Wales,  or  town  of 
Berwick  upon  Tweed. 

Provided  always,  and  be  it  farther  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  if  any 
person  or  persons  who  shall  have  been  con- 
victed, as  aforesaid,  and  thereby  made  in- 
capable to  hold  any  office  or  employment, 
shall,  after  such  conviction,  conform  to  the 
church  of  England  for  the  space  of  one 
year,  without  having  been  present  at  any 


line  10.  Leave  out  [one  hundred 
pounds,  and  five  pounds  for  every 
day  that  such  person  or  persons 
shall  continue  in  the  execution 
of  such  office  or  employment] 
and  instead  thereof  insert  [twen- 
ty pounds,  to  be  divided  into 
three  parts,  whereof  one  third 
pnrt  to  the  queen,  one  other  to 
the  poor  of  the  parish  where  the 
offence  shall  be  committed,  and 
one  third  part  to  the  informer]. 


line  32.  Leave  out  from  [afore- 
said] to  the  end  of  the  bill. 

And  add  the  clauses  A,  B,  C, 
D,  E. 

[A]..  Provided,  that  no  per- 
son shall  suffer  any  punishment 
for  any  offence  committed  against 
this  act,  unless  oath  be  made  of 
such  offence  before  some  judge 
or  justice  of  the  peace  (who  is 
hereby  empowered  and  required 
to  take  the  said  oath)  within  ten 
days  after  the  said  offeuce  com- 
mitted, and  unless  the  said  of- 
fender be  prosecuted  for  th* 
same  within  three  months  after 
the  said  offence  committed  ; nor 
shall  any  person  be  convicted  for 
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conventicle,  assembly  or  meeting,  as  afore-  any  such  offence,  unless  upoi 
said,  and  receive  the  sacrament  of  the  the  oaths  of  two  credible  ail 
Lord’s  supper  nt  least  three  limes  in  the  nesses  at  the  least. 

Clause  [B]  dis-  year;  every  such  person  or  persons  shall  rm  Provided always,and b 
agi eed  to  by  the  be  capable  of  a grant  of  any  oflicc  or  ein-  it  enacted,  that  from  ami  afh 
Commons.  plnymcnt,  or  of  being  elected  into  or  hold-  t[)f.  sa;,i  jjt  ,)ay  0f  March,  a 

ing  of  any  the  offices  or  employments  afore-  pr0iestant  dissenter  shall  t 

. compelled  or  compeliable  I 

Provided  also,  and  be  it  enacted,  that  ,ate>  5trvCi  |,„ld  or  t,ear  anv  o 
every  person  so  convicted,  and  afterwards  fjr.e  or  p|ace  „ hatsoever,  fur  tl 
conlovining  in  manner,  as  aforesaid,  shall  taking,  serving  or  holding wher 
at  the  next  term  alter  his  admission  into  0f  he  cannot  be  dnlyqualifie.il 
any  such  office  or  employment,  make  oath  |.IW>  without  receiving  the  Ho 
m writing,  in  any  of  her  majesty’s  courts  at  Sacrament  according  to  the  usu 
Westminster,  m public  and  open  court,  be-  of  thc  churcl,  of  England, ,ai 
tween  the  hours  of  nine  of  the  cluck  and  a|so  ani|  subscribing  tl 

twelve  in  thc  forenoon,  or  at  the  next. piar-  Declaration  mentioned  in  tl 
ter-sessions  for  that  county  or  place  where  statutCi  m!ule  25  Car.  2,  intitle 
he  shah  reside,  that  he  lias  conformed  to  < An  Act  fur  preventing Dange 
the  church  of  England  fur  thc  space  of  one  , whic|,  mav  happen  from  Popi 
year  before  such  his  admission,  without  • Recusants,’  any  statute,  fa' 
having  been  present  at  any  Conventicle,  as-  u„„e>  or  nther  thing  to  the  co 
scmbly  or  meeting,  as  aforesaid,  and  that  t”  notwithstanding. 

Clause  I Cl  dis-  he  has  received  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  ,, 

Agreed  to  by  thc  supper  at  least  three  times  in  the  year,  which  L^J*  Provided  nevertbelff 

Goaituous.  oath  shall  be  there  enrolled  and  kept  upon  1 1 l*a.8  act.  , lloJ  ext?n  . 

record.  the  university  churches  in  U 

Provided  also,  and  be  it  further  enacted  universities  of  this  realm,  or < 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  if  any  per-  l!ier  °*  tae,11»  when,  or  at  sui 
sou  after  such  his  admission,  ns  afortnaid,  flincs  23  an)  sermon  or  lecta 
into  any  office  or  employment,  shall  a se-  preached  or  read  in  the  sao 
cond  lane  offend,  in  manner  aforesaid,  and  churches,  or  any  of  them,  tor, 
shail  be  thereof  lawfully  convicted,  he  shall  as  PuMic  university  seroK 
for  such  offence  incur  double  the  penalties  or  lccture>  ^ 

Lefoi  omentioned,  to  he  recovered  in  man-  sermons  and  lectures  may 

ner,  as  aforesaid,  and  shall  forfeit  such  of-  preached  or  read,  10  such  sort* 

Clause  [D]  dis-  tice  or  employment,  until  he  shall  have  jnanuer,  as  the  same  have 
agreed  to  by  the  conformed  for  the  space  of  three  years,  in  heretofore  preached  or  rt*a< 

Commons.  manner  aforesaid,  whereof  oath  shall  be  tais  act,  or  any  thing  tnere 

Clause  [E]  dis-  made  in  writing  in  one  of  her  majesty's  contained  to  the  contrary,  mai 
agreed  to  by  the  courts  at  Westminster,  or  at  the  quarter-  wise  notwithstanding. 
Commons.  sessions  of  the  county  where  he  resides.  [D].  Provided,  that  no  pe 

sou  shall  incur  any  the  penalti 

in  this  act,  by  resorting  to,  or  being  present  at  the  religious  exercises  used  in  the  Dutch  ai 
French  languages,  in  churches  established  in  this  realm,  in  the  reigns  of  king  Edward  the  Sin 
or  of  queen  Elizabeth,  or  of  any  other  king  or  queen  of  this  realm. 

[E].  Provided  always,  and  he  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  nothing  in  this  a* 
shall  extend,  or  be  construed  to  extend  to  any  governor  orgovernors  of  any  hospital  or  hospital 
nr  to  any  assistants  of  any  corporation  or  corporations,  \vot  k house  or  work -houses,  con?  ti.u 
ed,  erected  or  employed  for  the  relief,  and  setting  of  the;  poor  on  work,  and  for  punishing  ' 
vagrants  and  beggars;  ail  which  said  persons,  and  every  of*  them,  shall  he,  and  are  hereby  e 
empted  from  all  the  penalties  mentioned  in  this  act,  and  are  hereby  adjudged  r.nd  declared  ni 
to  be  subject  or  liable  to  any  of  the  penalties  or  forfeitures  mentioned  in  one  act  jf  parliamei 
made  in  the  25th  year  of  the  reign  of  king  Charles  the  Second,  * For  preventing  Dangers  whit 
4 may  happen  from  Popish  Recusants/  for  or  by  reason  of  any  of  the  aforesaid  offices  or  en 
ploy  men  ts. 

First  Conference .]  Dec.  17.  The  managers 
appointed  by  the  two  houses  had  their  lust 
Conference,  ns  follows : 

To  the  first  Amendment  the  Commons  do 
agree. 

To  die  second  and  third  Amendments,  line 
10,  and  11,  the  Commons  disjgree.  1.  Be- 
cause (hat  the  recital,  that  every  person  to  be 
admitted  into  any  office  or  employ  uient,  should 
be  conformable  to  the  church,  as  it  is  by  law 


?le 


established,  is  confined  to  such  laws  as  enac 
that  every  such  person  shall  receive  the  Sacn 
moot  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  Recording  to  tli 
rights  and  usage  cf  the  church  of  England.  I 
B;  cause  the  Corporation  and  the  Test-Act 
which  have  been  frequently  evaded,  and  ore  b 
this  bill  intended  to  be  made  effectual,  do  pr< 
vide,  that  all  persons  to  be  admitted  into  nn 
office  or  employment,  in  pursuance  of  thus 
nets,  should  receive  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord 
Supper,  according  to  the  rites  and  usage  ot 
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cbnreb  of  England  ; and  all  persons  under  j rnent,  and  see  no  reason  for  the  distinction 
»ucb  obligation  to  receive  the  Sacrament,  made  thereby. 


die  Commons  conceive  are  obliged  to  be  con- 
tnrraable  to  the  church,  as  it  is  by  law  esta- 
blished. 

In  the  -4th  Amendment,  line  20th,  the  Com- 
mies disagree,  because  it  depends  upon  the 
tamer. 

To  the  fifth  Amendment,  2nd  skin,  line  the 
4th,  the  Commons  disagree ; because  your 
lordships  admit  this  bill  to  be  reasonable  as  to 
the  officers  and  persons  described  in  the  former 
fort  of  this  clause,  and  the  Commons  see  no 
reason  why  this  bill  should  not  equally  extend 
to  the  persons  and  officers  described  in  the  lat- 
ter part  thereof,  left  out  by  your  lordships  in 
tin.  Amendment.  2.  Your  lordsLips  leaving 
ost,  in  this  Amendment,  these  words,  (viz.) 

• Who  by  the  laws  are  obliged  to  receive  the 
1 Sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  Supper,  according  to 
‘ the  rites  and  usage  of  the  church  of  England/ 
cut  countenance  an  opinion,  that  the  persons 
described  in  tl»e  words  left  out  by  your  lord- 

are  not  obliged  to  receive  the  Sacrament. 
X Those  words  do  equally  refer  to  the  persons 
described  in  the  former  part  of  this  clause,  to 

• hicb  your  lordships  have  agreed,  as  to  the  per- 
sons described  in  your  lordships'  Amendment, 
tnd  the  Commons  take  it  to  be  very  evident, 
that  every  person  described  in  this  clause,  as 
lent  up  to  your  lordships,  is  obliged  to  receive 
the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  Supper,  according 
to  ibe  rites  and  usage  of  the  church  of  Eng- 
land. 

To  the  sixth  Amendment,  line  20th,  the  Com- 
mons do  agree. 

To  the  7th  Amendment,  line  30th,  the  Coin* 
boqs  have  agreed,  with  some  Amendments. 

To  the  8th  Amendment,  line  34th,  the  Com- 
nons  have  disagreed, because(thoughm my  other 
reasons  might  be  offered,  from  which  the  Coni- 
lUrts  can  never  depart,  yet,  at  this  time,  they 
think  it  sufficient  to  say)  that  the  penalties, 
left  out  by  your  lordships  in  this  Amendment, 
are  reasonable,  and  no  more  than  what  is  ne- 
cessary to  make  this  bill  effectual. 

To  ibe  9th  Amendment,  3rd  skin,  line  9th, 
the  Commons  disagree,  because  they  think  the 
penalty  of  incapacity,  as  qualified  by  the  sub- 
leqoeot  provisoes,  is  a proper  punishment  for 
tbs  offence  ; and  the  Commons  rouceive  it  ue* 
fewary  to  encrease  the  penalty  upon  a second 
oface^  as  has  been  practised  in  many  other 
cases. 

To  clause  [A.l  the  Commons  agree. 

To  clause  [ fi.  J the  Commons  disagree,  be- 
as  this  bill  takes  away  no  one  privilege 
that  the  d.ssenters  have  by  law,  so  the  Com- 
moos  cannot  thiuk  it  fit  to  give  them  any  new 
privilege  by  it. 

To  clause  [C.]  the  Commons  disagree,  be- 
cause the  Commons  conceive  there  is  no  occa- 
sion for  it. 

To  clause  [D.]  die  Commons  disagree,  be- 
cause the  Commons  think  it  necessary  that  the 
•'ll  should  equally  extend  to  all  persons,  be- 
fot  recited,  os  obliged  to  receive  the  Sacra- 


To  clause  (E.)  the  Commons  disagree,  be- 
cause, if  such  persons  are  obliged  to  receive  the 
Sacrament,  there  is  no  reason  to  exempt  them 
out  of  this  bill,  and  if  they  are  nut  obliged,  tire 
clause  is  unnecessary. 

Second  Conference.]  To  these  reasons  of  the 
Commons  the  Lords  replied,  at  a second  Confe- 
rence, Jan.  9,  as  follows  : 

“ The  Lord>  insist  on  the  2nd  and  3rd  Amend- 
ments in  the  preamble  of  the  bill : Because  the 
words  left  out  by  this  Amendment  are  intro- 
duced to  the  clause  left  out  by  their  lordships 
iu  the  fifth  Amendment.  Besides,  as  the  law 
now  stands,  there  are  many  offices  and  employ- 
ments to  which  persons  may  be  admitted,  with- 
out being  under  on  obligation  to  receive  the 
Sacrament  on  that  account ; and  therefore  they 
cannot  agree  to  Jet  a clause  stand,  wherein  a 
matter  of  fact  is  positively  affirmed,  which  they 
take  to  be  otherwise. 

“The  Lords  insist  on  the  4th  Amendment,  be- 
cause it  depends  on  the  former. 

“ The  Lords  insist  on  their  fifth  Amendment: 
Because  the  Act  of  the  25th  of  king  Charles  the 
Second,  called  1 The  Test  Act,’  which  has  been 
found  by  experience  to  have  been  an  effectual 
security  against  Popery,  and  which  their  lord- 
ships  are  willing  to  enforce  yet  further  by  this 
bill  as  to  the  Dissenters,  is  known  to  every  body ; 
and  it  is  generally  understood  to  what  employ- 
ments it  does  extend  : and  therefore  their  lord- 
ships  think  it  reasonable  to  rest  there,  and  not 
to  subject  men  to  the  penalties  of  this  bill  upon 
general  or  uncertain  words. — The  L >rds  do  not 
go  about  to  take  away  the  force  of  the  Corpo- 
ration Act,  or  to  lessen  any  security  the  church 
of  England  has  by  it;  but  cannot  agree  to  ex- 
tend the  penalties  of  this  bill  to  the  g<  neral 
words  of  that  act,  which,  by  constructiouAicre- 
after  may  serve  purposes  which  are  not  owned 
at  present  to  be  the  intent  of  this  bill. 

* The  Lords  insist  on  their  8th  Amendment, 
which  relates  to  the  punishments  ns  they  stood 
when  the  bill  tvns  sent  up  from  the  house  of 
commons.  —Whatever  regard  their  lordships 
may  have  to  .reasons  which  the  house  of  com- 
mons are  resolved  never  to  depart  from  : they 
hope  it  will  not  seem  strange,  that  they  are  not 
convinced  by  such  reasons  as  arc  not  thought 
fit  to  be  offered : but,  in  justification  of  their 
Amendment,  their  lordships  think  fit  to  say, 
that  as  they  have  an  undoubted  right  to  begin 
bills  with  pecuniary  penalties,  and  to  alter  and 
distribute  pecuniary  penalties  in  bills  sent  up 
to  them  by  the  house  of  commons  (which  right 
their  ancestors  have  always  enjoyed,  and  from 
w hich  their  lordships  can  never  depat t),  so,  they 
are  convinced,  there  never  was  a more  just  oc- 
casion of  mukiug  use  of  that  right  than  in  the 
present  case. — They  conceive,  the  penalty  of 
100/.  and  5l.  a day  for  every  day  after  the  of- 
fence committed,  to  be  exetssive  ; and  the 
whole  being  given  to  the  informer,  would  prove 
a dangerous  temptation  to  perjury,  and  n per- 
nicious encouragement  to  informers,  the  most 
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odious  sort  of  persons,  which  would  be  a ble- 
mish on  the  best  reign. — Their  lordships  have 
given  a sufficient  proof  of  their  willingness  to 
make  this  bill  as  effectual  as  will  consist  with 
reason,  by  agreeing  to  such  a pecuniary  penalty 
(besides  the  loss  of  office),  as  may  be  a proper 
encouragement  to  informers  to  swear  the  truth, 
though  not  perhaps  a sufficient  temptation  to 
go  further. 

u As  to  the  9th  Amendment ; the  Commons 
say  they  disagree,  because  they  think  incapa- 
city n proper  punishment  for  this  offence.  1. 
The  Lords  insist  upon  their  Amendment,  be- 
cause they  think  directly  the  contrary.  2. 
'I  heir  lordships  observe,  that,  as  the  law  now 
stands,  any  person  having  an  office  may  be  pre- 
sent at  mass  upon  much  easier  terms,  than  he 
might  be  present  at  a conventicle  if  the  Lords 
should  depart  from  this  Amendment.  3.  The 
Lords  think  an  Englishman  cannot  be  reduced 
to  a more  unhappy  condition,  than  to  he  put, 
by  law,  under  an  incapacity  of  serving  his  prince 
and  country ; and  therefore  nothing  but  a 
crime  ol  the  most  detestable  nature  ought 
to  put  him  under  such  a disability : they 
who  think  the  being  present  at  a meeting 
to  be  so  high  a crime,  con  hardly  think 
that  a toleration  of  such  meetings  ought  to  con- 
tinue long  ; and  yet  the  hill  says,  ‘ The  Act  of 

* Toleration  ought  to  be  kept  inviolable/  The 
Lords  do  not  think  it  at  all  necessary  to  make 
an  increase  of  punishment  for  a second  offence, 
because  the  first  offence  is  made  forfeiture  of 
office  ; and  when  the  office  is  gone,  the  person 
muy  go  to  a meeting,  without'  breach  of  any 
Jaw,  while  the  Act  of  Toleration  continues; 
and  if  he  shall  afterwards  get  another  office,  he 
will  forfeit  the  samfe,  and  incur  the  penalties  in 
this  act,  if  lie  shall  ever  after  be  present  at  a 
conventicle  ; which  their  lordships  think  suffi- 
cient punishment  for  a second  offence. 

**  2nd  Skin,  33  line.  The  Lords  agree  to  the 
Commons  Amendments  to  their  lordships 
Amendment,  with  the  addition  of  the  words 
following,  after  the  words  [‘  prayed  for’];  (vi- 
delicet,) [*  in  pursuance  ol  the  act  passed  in  the 

* year  of  ting  William  and  queen  Mary,  in- 

* tituled,  * An  Act  declaring  the  rights  and  li- 

* ‘ berties  of  the  subject,  and  settling  the  suc- 

* * cession  of  the  crown  ;’  and  the  act  passed  in  , 

* the  12tli  and  13th  of  king  William  the  Third,  | 

* intituled,  * An  Act  for  the  further  limitation  j 

* 1 of  the  crown,  and  better  securing  the  rights  j 

* 1 and  liberties  of  the  subject.’].* 

**  The  Lords  insist  on  the  clause  (B.):  Be- 
cause, to  leave  Protestant  dissenters  subject  to 
penalties  if  they  do  not  accept  of  offices,  and  at 
the  same  time  to  restrain  them,  if  they  accept 
of  diem  upon  the  penalties  of  this  bill,  from 
doing  what  they  think  themselves  obliged  to  in 
conscience,  is  persecution  for  conscience,  and 
does  not  agree  with  what  is  set  forth  in  the  pre- 
amble of  the  bill. 

u The  Lords  insist  on  clause  (C.)  : Because 
they  sec  no  reason  why  being  present  at  ser- 
mons or  lectures  preached  or  read  in  the  uni- 
versities, and  established  by  ancient  custom, 


and  with  very  good  intentions,  should  subject 
men  to  the  danger  of  incurring  the  penalties  of 
this  law  : and  the  same  clause  was  thought  ne- 
cessary in  the  Act  of  Uniformity. 

i(  The  Lords  insist  on  clause  (D.):  Because 
the  foreign  reformed  churches  allowed,  or  to  be 
i allowed,  were  by  the  Act  of  Uniformity  ex- 
empted from  the  penalties  of  that  law ; and 
other  foreign  Protestants,  who  have  been  forced 
out  of  their  own  country  by  a cruel  persecu- 
tion, have  settled  here  in  England,  by  encou- 
ragement from  parliaments,  as  well  as  from  the 
' crown  : it  would  have  a strange  appearance,  it 
it  should  be  thought  so  high  an  offence  for  an? 
of  her  majesty's  subjects  in  office  but  once  to 
be  present  at  their  way  of  worship. — This  would 
give  such  a discountenance  to  those  of  the  same 
religion  abroad,  as  would  no  way  suit  with  ber 
majesty’s  character  of  head  of  the  Protestant 
interest  in  Europe. 

“ The  Lords  insist  on  clause  (E  ):  Became 
the  persons  concerned  in  it  have  no  profit,  nor 
any  trust  but  what  relates  to  the  poor;  and, 
without  this  clause,  charitable  foundations,  os 
hospitals,  public  workhouses,  and  the  like, 
would  meet  with  discouragement,  and  the  nutn- 
j her  of  them  might  be  lessened.” 

Free  Conference.]  The  16th,  The  Commit- 
tee of  both  houses  met  at  the  Free  Conference,* 
which  was  managed  for  the  Lords,  by  tie 
duke  of  Devonshire,  the  earl  of  Peterborough, 
i the  lord  bishop  of  Salisbury,  the  lord  Somers, 
and  the  lord  Halifax.  And  for  the  Commons, 
by  Mr.  Bromley,  Mr.  St.  John,  Mr.  Finch, 
Mr.  Solicitor-General,  and  sir  Thomas  Powis. 

“ They  acquainted  the  managers  for  the 
Louis,  That  the  Commons  had  agreed  to  the 
addition  of  Words  their  lordships  had  made  to 
the  Commons  amendments  to  the  Lords  amend- 
ment in  the  2d  Skin,  line  23 ; but  insisted  on 
their  disagreement  to  the  Lords  other  amend- 
ments, and  to  their  Lordships’  clauses  marked 
B.  C.  D,  and  E.;  and  therefore  Imd  desired 
this  Free  Conference  with  the  Lords,  in  order 
to  preserve  a good  correspondence  between  the 
two  Houses. 

“ That  the  interests  of  the  church  and  slate 
were  not  to  lie  supported  without  it ; and,  that 

* li  The  court  put  their  whole  strength  to 
carry  this  bill : prince  George  came  ond  voted 
for  ir,  though  he  was  himself  an  occasional 
Conformist.  For  he  had  received  the  sacra- 
ment as  lord  high-admiral,  and  vet  kept  his 
chapel  in  the  Lutheran  wav.  It  was  reported, 
the  prince  should  say  to  the  lord  Wharton, 
when  he  was  about  to  divide  against  him, 

‘ my  heart  is  vid  you.*  The  earl  of  Marlbo- 
rough and  the  lord  Godolphin  also  were  for 
the  bill.  Alter  some  conferences  " herein  rich 
house  had  yielded  some  smaller  differences  to 
the  other,  it  came  to  a Free  Conference,  on  the 
16th  of  January,  in  the  Painted  Oamber, 
which  was  the  more  crowded  upon  that  occa- 
sion than  had  ever  been  known  ; so  much 
weight  was  laid  on  this  matter  on  both  sides.*’ 
Tin  dal, 
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tbe  Commons  might  omit  nothing  to  maintain  i 
»&ood  correspondence,  they  had  takeu  tins 
*tf,  which  had  b»*en  practised  with  so  good 
scrctts  by  their  ancestors. 

* That  tne  intent  of  this  bill  for  preventing 
Occasional  Conformity  is  only  to  restrain,  to 
pot  a stop  to  a very  scandalous  practice,  which 
» a reproach  to  religion,  gives  offence  to  all 
good  Christians,  and  to  the  best  among  the 
Dfcwaters  themselves. 

“ That  this  bill  enacts  nothing  new ; that 
it  ii  loreoded  to  make  the  laws  in  being  more 
cftctnL 

“ That  those  laws  were  thought  sufficient 

secure  oar  establishment;  but,  since  the 
cirniuou,  since  the  iniquity,  of  men  had  found 
out  way*  to  evade  and  elude  them,  the  Com- 
3*»ns  would  never  d >ubt  hut  the  Lords  would 
ht  these  m<  n *ee  they  would  not  be  wanting  on 
their  pin,  to  maintain  and  support  it. 

u That  this  bill  appear*  to  the  Commons 
tUoItKtdy  ner.r*«ary,  for  preventing  those  mi*- 
tfcieij  which  must  prove  destructive  to  the 
tWci»  and  the  monarchy. 

“ That  the  Commons  were  incapable  of 
fotmg  any  designs  they  were  ashamed  to  own  : 
Ttsat  they  designed  nothing  but  the  preserva- 
tna  o!  the  church  of  England  and  the  uionar- 
chy ; and  doubted  not  to  meet  with  a ready 
concurrence  from  the  Lords  in  their  designs. 

“ That  an  established  religion  and  a national 
diorch  are  absolutely  necessary,  when  so  many 
d'  men  pretend  to  inspiration,  und  when  there 
*re  so  many  weak  men  to  follow  them. 

“That,  »f  a national  church  be  necessary, 
tta  only  effectual  way  to  preserve  it,  is  by 
kiepuig  the  civil  power  in  the  hand*  of  those, 
"tj*e  practice  and  principles  are  conformable 
to  tt. 

‘•That,  when  the  Corp- ration  Act  was 
trie,  tl*  parliament  had  fresh  in  their  minds  the 
wniusions  and  calamities  that  had  been  brought 
op  e the  nation  by  such  ns  pretended  to  be  at 
the  same  lime  in  the  true  interest  of  religion 
lad  their  country  : That  the  parliament  by  that 
set,  and  aftprwards  by  the  Test  Act,  thought 
they  had  secured  our  establishment  both  in 
church  and  state  ; and  that  they  had  provided 
autJinmt  barrier, to  defeat  and  disappoint  any 
utMBpts  against  them,  by  enacting,  that  all  in 
®®cts  should  receive  the  Sacrament  of  the 
lord's  supper,  according  to  the  rites  and  usage 
of  die  church  of  England  ; and  never  imagined 
n of  men  would,  at  any  time,  rise  up, 
"hole  consciences  were  too  tender  to  obey  the 
h*i,  but  hardened  enough  to  break  through 
m. 

“ Thit  as,  upon  the  Revolution,  the  last 
mga  began  with  an  act  in  favour  of  the  dis- 
^ters;  so  the  Commons  do  desire,  in  the 
beginning  of  her  majesty’s  auspicious  reign,  an 
*ct  may  pass  in  favour  of  the  church  of  Ena- 
hod  ; that  the  laws,  which  have  been  invaded, 
®*y  now  be  effectually  enforced  ; and  that 
those  men  may  be  kept  out  of  offices,  who  have 
*lewn  they  nerer  wanted  the  will,  when  they 
Ltd  the  power,  to  destroy  the  church. 


44  That  nothing  had  been  more  misrepresent- 
ed than  this  bill. 

“ That  this  bill  does  not  intrench  on  the  act 
of  Toleration,  and  in  no  respect  affects  what  is 
enacted  by  it. 

“ That  this  bill  takes  not  from  the  Dissenters 
any  one  privilege  they  have  by  law. 

44  That  this  bill  give*  not  any  one  privilege 
to  the  church  of  England,  which  is  not  (at 
least)  intended  her  by  the  laws  as  they  now 
stand. 

4‘  Their  managers  then  acquainted  the  Lords, 
that  the  Commons  insisted  on  their  disagree- 
ment to  the  second  and  third  amendments 
made  by  the  Lords  in  the  preamble  of  the  bill, 
and  on  their  disagreement  to  the  fourth  amend- 
ment ; and  argued, 

44  That  a preamble  is  to  declare  the  occa- 
sion of  making  a law  ; it  makes  no  law  ; and 
if  it  be  proper  to  the  enacting  clause,  it  is  a 
proper  preamble. 

4*  Tint  the  propositions  advanced  in  this 
preamble  are  tlie-e:  That  whatsoever  persons 
are  enacted  «o  qualify  themselves,  Uie  laws 
intend  should  be  cot  formable  to  the  Church. 

44  That  if  the  laws  provide  they  should  re- 
ceive the  sacrament,  and  hv  that  intend  a 
conformity ; then  whosoever  breaks  the  inten- 
tion of  the  laws,  breaks  the  law,  or  at  least 
evades  the  law ; and  it  is  fit  to  secure  us  against 
such  practices. 

44  That,  if  it  he  fit  the  Corporation  Clause 
should  stand  in  the  body,  the  Lords  reasons  for 
the  amendments  in  the  preamble  will  not  be  of 
weight. 

That  the  preamble  mentions  such  person* 
and  *ucli  oifices ; which  must  be  the  person* 
and  the  offices  the  act  relates  to;  and  can  be 
no  other. 

*4  Tliat  the  word  4 enacting’  can  only  be  un- 
derstood of  the  laws  that  do  s>  enact;  being 
relative,  is  Mill  more  plain  and  necessary. 

44  That,  however,  and  if  the  Lords  had  pleas- 
ed. they  might,  by  a very  little  amendment, 
have  obviated  the  objection  they  make  to  these 
words,  by  changing  [•  every  person’]  into 
[•  several  persons’]  which  would  have  recon- 
ciled them  to  the  most  rigid  construction. 

*•  Then  their  managers  acquainted  the  Lords, 
that  they  insisted  on  their  disagreeing  to  the 
Fifth  Amendment ; and  argued, 

44  That  the  words  in  the  Test  Act  are  more 
general  and  uncertain  than  those  in  the  Corpo- 
ration Act,  which  their  managers  cited  and 
compared. 

4‘  That  the  words  in  the  Corporation  Act 
have  ln*en  tlu*re  more  than  forty  years,  with- 
out any  inconveniency  from  them,  or  any  com- 
plaint acainst  them,  for  their  being  too  general 
ami  uncertain. 

4*  That  the  inducements  for  passing  the  Cor- 
poration Act,  according  to  the  preamble,  were. 
That  a succession  in  corporations  might  be  per- 
petuated in  the  hands  of  persons  well  affected 
to  the  king  and  the  established  government, 

: and  for  the  preservation  of  the  public  peace 
i both  in  church  and  state. 
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44  That  these  were  the 
designed  in  the  puling  t 

“ That  these  purposes,  tbeCommons  know,  the 
Lords  will  with  them  own,  are  very  proper  to  be 
aitamcd;  and  that  the  Commons  cannot  at 
any  time  disown,  because  they  can  ut  no  lime 
have  any  other. 

“ That  the  Lords  agree,  this  hill  should  re- 
late to  officers  in  the  Test  Act ; because  die 
law  intends  those  officers  should  he  con- 
formable: And  it*  the  intention  of  that  law  be 
the  reason  to  provide  against  such  evaders  of  it, 
the  like  intention  in  the  Corporation  Act  will 
serve  for  a reason  to  provide  against  the 
eiaders  of  the  Coiporation  Act. 

“ That,  by  Occasional  Conformity,  the  Dis- 
senters may  let  themsclres  into  the  government  j 
of  all  the  corporations;  And  it  is  obvious  how  far  ! 
that  would  influence  the  government  of  the  king- 
dom. 

44  That  to  separate  from  a church,  which  has 
nothing  in  it  against  a man’s  conscience  to  con- 
form to,  is  schism. 

44  That  Schism  is  certainly  a spiritual  sin, 
without  the  superadding  of  u temj>orai  law  to 
make  it  an  offence. 

“ This  Occasional  Conformity  declares  a 
man’s  conscience  will  let  him  conform  ; aud  in 
such  a man  uon-conformity  is  a willful  sin:  and 
why  should  occasional  conformity  be  allowed  in 
corporations,  when  the  Lords  agree  that  out  of 
corporations  it  ought  not  to  be  allowed  ? 

44  That,  if  it  be  reasonable,  as  the  Lords  allow 
it  is,  that  he  who  hath  an  office  out  of  a cor- 
poration, though  it  entitles  him  perhaps  to  very 
little  profit  or  trust,  should  be  conformable  ; it 
is  certainly  much  more  reasonable,  that  ano- 
ther, who  is  trusted  with  magistracy  and  power 
in  a corporation,  and  has  thereby  a greater  in- 
fluence, should  be  conformable. 

“ The  managers  for  the  Commons  insisted  on 
their  disagreeing  to  the  Lords’  Eighth  Amend- 
ment ; and  argued, 

u That,  if  the  Lords  were  pleased  to  consider 
how  much  greater  the  penalties  and  other  penal 
laws  were  in  many  instances  than  in  this  bill ; 
they  presumed,  the  Lords  would  not  think  those 
in  this  hill  excessive. 

44  That,  in  laying  penalties,  the  Commons 
shall  ul ways  endeavour  to  make  them  such,  as 
shall  neither  tempt  to  perjury,  nor  totally  dis- 
courage information  and  prosecutions ; which 
they  thought  this  Amendment  of  the  Lords 
would  do,  should  the  Commons  agree  to  it. 

“ Their  managers  insisting  on  their  disagree- 
ment to  the  Lords’  Ninth  Amendment ; and 
argued, 

44  That  the  punishment  of  incapacity,  the  re- 
capacitating,  and  (he  increase  of  punishment 
for  a second  offence,  are  warranted  bv  many 
recedents  of  the  like  nature  in  other  penal 
»w s. 

**  That  an  incapacity,  as  qualified  by  the 
subsequent  proviso,  is  a very  proper  punish- 
ment : That  a second  offence  is  a relapse  and 
an  apostacy,  which  are  circumstances  that 
aggravate  aud  make  it  more  heinous  than  the 


first  offence,  and  therefore  deserve  an  wereu 
of  punishment. 

44  That  he  is  indeed  reduced  to  a very  un 
happy  condition,  who  is  made  incapable  i; 
serving  his  priuce  and  country;  but,  in  tit 
present  case,  our  priuce  and  country  would  b 
in  a more  unhappy  condition,  to  be  semd  t 
such  whose  principles  are  inconsistent  with  tl 
good  and  welfare  of  our  establishment. 

44  That  the  Commons  could  never  imatin 
the  Lord*  could  infer,  from  this  incapacity,  tl 
taking  away  the  Toleration. 

44  That  the  Toleration  was  intended  only  fi 
the  case  of  tender  and  scrupulous  coiisckmu* 
and  not  to  give  a license  for  Occasional  Coi 
fortuity. 

44  I bat  conforming  aud  non-conforming  a: 
contradictions;  nothing  hut  a firm  pcrsm.»w 
that  our  terms  of  communion  arc  sinful  and  w 
lawful  can  justify  the  one,  and  that  plainly  co 
deinns  the  other, 

44  For  their  insisting  on  their  disagreeing 
the  clauses  marked  B.  C.  D.  and  E.  ti* 
managers  offered  these  reasons: 

44  That  the  exempting  Protestant  Dissent? 
from  serviug  offices  w ould  rather  establish  o 
caMonal  non-conformity,  than  prevent  ocr; 
sional  conformity;  and  therefore  increase, ui 
cure,  the  evil  the  bill  was  intended  to  remedy 

4‘  That  tlie  Act  of  Uniformity,  which  e»ul 
libhed  the  liturgy  and  practice  of  the  church  < 
England,  has  provided  for  the  sermons  or  le< 
lure.*,  preached  or  read  in  the  universities. 

44  That,  these  sermons  and  lectures  havii 
been  in  such  manner  provided  for,  it  wra«  in 
thought  necessary,  when  the  net  passed  in  tl 
16th  and  in  the  29d  Car.  2,  to  prevent  ao 
suppress  seditious  conventicles  (in  both  wbic 
acts  conventicles  are  described  us  in  this  bill 
to  have  any  particular  exceptions  for  them ; an 
yet  they  were  never,  by  any  construction 
taken  to  lie  conventicles. 

44  That  the  allowing  an  exemption  to  such  \ 
should  be  present  at  the  excu  i-.es  in  theforeig 
reformed  churches,  would  be  to  open  a dot 
for  the  evading  this  law. 

44  That  the  places  of  governors  of  sort 
hospitals  arc  sury  considerable  prefer  meats,  an 
given  as  such  to  the  clergy  of  the  church  « 
England;  and  the  Commons  can  never  cot 
sent,  by  any  law,  to  let  in  the  Dissenters  loth 
enjoyment  of  them.” 

44  The  manngers  for  the  Lords  did  niaintai 
the  Alterations  made  in  the  Bill,  and  th 
clauses  added  to  it. 

44  The  substance  of  what  was  said  by  tl> 
Lords’  Managers  was,  That  the  Lords  wire  t 
desirous  as  the  Commons,  to  preserve  a goo 
correspondence  betwixt  the  two  Houses. 

44  That,  by  their  agreeing  so  far  as  they  h*v 
done  to  this  hill,  they  have  gone  a great  wa 
for  the  preventing  the  evil  this  bill  is  intended  t 
remedy;  and  own  it  to  be  a scandal  to  rehgi'>r 
that  persons  should  conform  onlj  for  a plac< 

44 1 hat  the  Lordsdo  not  take,  going  to  a mcel 
ing  to  be  muhitn  in  sc ,-  for  that  the  Dissents 
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ut  Protestants,  and  differ  from  the  Church  of 
EugUnd  only  in  some  little  forms ; and  there- 
to^ the  Lords  think,  loss  of  office  a sufficient 
punishment,  without  an  incapacity. 

“ That  it  can  never  be  thoughr,  those  of 
the  better  sort  w ill  be  guilty  of  this  offence  ; 
i/  they  are,  they  lose  their  offices : and  loss  of 
otete  a a severe  penalty  in  inferior  offices  of 
the  customs  and  excise,  and  who  have  little 
doe  to  subsist  on  : In  short,  they  will  be  undone 
by  the  ius  of  their  office;  and  this  the  Lords 
think  severe  enough  without  carrying  it  much 
farther : This  is  yet  more  considerable  in  patent 
which,  by  a common  custom,  are 
and  sold,  and  are  of  the  nature  of 
freeholds. 

* That  incapacity  is  too  great  a penalty  ; 
and  that  it  is  hard  to  - imagine  any  offence, 
tint  is  not  capital,  can  deserve  it. 

u That  there  is  no  more  reason  to  punish  this 
aimer  with  incapacity,  than  to  make  it  felony. 

“That  the  Dissenters  are  not  obnoxious  to 
the  government,  as  when  the  Corporation  Act 
was  role. 

" That  the  most  considerable  persons  of  the 
IKsseoters  arc  well  affected  to  the  present  con- 
stitution, and  are  hearty  enemies  to  the  queen’s 
sad  kingdom’s  enemies. 

**  That  in  tome  corporations,  the  Lords  take 
the  election  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament 
to  be  only  in  such  as  are  concerned  in  the  go- 
vernment of  them,  as  at  Buckingham,  &c. ; 
and  the  Lords  would  not,  by  this  bill,  dcpri«e 
nen  nf  their  birth- rights. 

“ That  the  Lords  do  not  think  fit  to  bring  any 
greater  hardships  upon  the  Dissenters,  since 
peat  advantages  have  accrued  from  the  Act 
« Toleration. 

*•  That  the  Dissenters  had  formerly  been 
wihioos  and  had  appeared  in  open  rebellion; 
Lict  then  declared  both  against  church  and 
saie. 

“ But  of  latejn  the  greatest  extremity  of  the 
cisuicb,  they  joined  with  her  ; when  the  bishops 
*ere  in  cite  Tower,  the  Dissenters  shewed  they 
fee  »o  prejudice  to  the  church  , and  so  they 
love  continued  to  behave  themselves. 

“ That  the  Lords  did  equally  desire  a good 
mrmpiiodence  betwixt  the  two  houses;  and 
*«te  y>  satisfied  of  the  necessity  of  union  at 
tic*,  time,  that  they  thought  all  measures  fatal, 
list  mi«ht  create  any  divisions  amongst  Pro- 
testants at  home,  or  give  any  check  to  the  ne- 
ttwary  union  amongst  our  allies  abroad,  of  the 
rettrmed  religion. 

“ For  u Licit  Reasons,  in  a time  of  war,  they 
tlfcoght  alterations  unnecessary  and  dangerous  ; 
fcdwere  unwilling  to  bring  any  real  hardsh  p$ 
•pen  ihe  Dissenters  at  this  time,  or  give  them 
lay  nose  of  jealousies  or  fears. 

“That  the  Toleration  hath  had  such  visible 
md  good  effects,  hath  contributed  so  much  to 
tW  *eciinty  and  reputation  of  the  Church  of 
Fj-jbi'd,  and  produced  so  good  a tenij  er 
• wnsst  the  Di'Senters,  that  the  I/irds  are  un- 
•jkng  to  give  ti»e  least  discredit  to  that  act ; 
boaj  »eir*iljle,  that  liberty  of  cot  science  and 
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gentle  measures  are  most  proper,  ami  have 
been  found  most  effectual,  toward  increasing 
the  Church,  and  diminishing  the  number  of 
Dissenters. 

“ That  the  Lords  apprehend,  that  some  parts 
of  tiiis  bill  by  them  nmended  have  on  air  of 
severity  improper  for  this  season ; that,  though 
there  may  be  some  things  to  be  found  fault  with, 
yet  a proper  time  ought  to  betaken  to  apply  re- 
medies; that  the  attempting  too  hasty  cures 
have  often  proved  fatal. 

“ That  the  Lords  could  not  conceive  the  in- 
terest of  the  church  and  state  were  not  to  be 
supported  without  this  bill ; since,  in  case  of 
such  danger  and  necessity,  this  remedy  must 
have  been  proposed  before  now,  by  some  of 
those  worthy  members  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, who,  in  so  many  parliaments,  since  the 
Toleration,  have  shewn  so  much  zeal  for  the 
national  church  and  government. 

“ That  the  Lords  think  they  have  sufficiently 
shewn  their  dislike  to  the  practice  of  occasional 
conformity,  on  which  they  inflict  no  less  a 
punishment  than  loss  of  place;  and  have  con- 
sented likewise  to  a reasonable  fine  to  he  laid 
on  those  who  arc  proved  guilty  of  this  crime. 

“ The  Lords  cannot  but  conceive  that,  if  this 
bill  did  enact  nothing  new,  there  would  not  be 
such  a contest  about  it;  that  it  is  plain,  though 
occasional  conformity  ought  always  to  have 
been  esteemed  a crime,  that  the  practice  was 
new,  and  the  punishment  provided  by  this  law 
new  likewise : the  Lords  consent  to  a punish- 
ment ; but  would  proportion  the  penalty  to  the 
offence. 

“ That  the  Commons  give  up  this  argument, 
when  they  propose,  for  new  invented  crimes, 
new  invented  punishments. 

“ That, as  the  Commons  need  not  be  ashamed 
of  designs  so  laudable  as  the  preservation  of 
the  Church  of  England  and  monarchy;  so,  the 
Lords  conclude,  their  desires  of  securing  the 
Toleration  Act,  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  king- 
dom at  home,  and  the  interest  of  the  nation 
abroad,  will  meet  with  a fair  const!  uction  ; 
especially  when  they  hope  the  church  is  so  well 
secured,  by  her  doctrine,  by  the  good  laws  of 
the  realm,  and  the  protection  of  so  pious  a 
queen,  assisted  by  a parliament  so  well  affected 
to  the  church  and  state. 

“ That  the  Ixirds  not  only  allow  the  neces- 
sity of  an  established  religion  and  a national 
church ; but,  being  likewise  of  that  national 
church,  they  can  never  be  wanting  to  those 
measures  they  think  proper  to  secure  it : and 
though,  by  the  first  appearance,  the  members 
of  the  house  of  commons  may  seem  upon  this 
occasion  the  most  zealous  champions  to  the 
national  establishment ; yet  the  Lords  think  the 
only  contest  between  them  is,  which  shall  most 
befriend  and  take  care  of  the  church  ; the  one 
would  procure  a hasty  settled  submission,  not 
so  much  to  be  depended  upon ; the  oilier  would 
ohtnio  for  her  a more  gradual,  but  a safer,  ad- 
vantage over  those  that  dissent  from  her;  the 
same  end  being  designed  by  both,  and  only 
•••me  difference  in  the  meaus  to  attain  it. 
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« That  the  Lords  do  not  well  understand  the 
inference,  that  as,  upon  the  Revolution,  the 
last  reign  began  with  an  act  in  favour  of  the 
Dissenters ; so  the  Commons  do  desire,  in  the 
beginning  of  her  majesty’s  reign,  an  act  may 
pass  in  favour  of  the  Church. 

u The  Lords  conceive,  that  both  reigns  began 
upon  the  same  bottom  and  foundation ; and 
that,  as  in  this  reign  her  majesty  hath  been 
pleased  to  give  gracious  assurances  as  to  liberty 
of  conscience,  so  in  the  last,  the  Church  ever 
met  with  protection  and  support. 

“ That  the  inrerest  of  both  princes  is,  to 
support  the  Church  against  her  enemies:  That 
it  is  hard,  as  well  as  untrue,  to  say  of  the  Dis- 
senters, they  never  wanted  the.  will,  when  they 
had  the  power,  to  destroy  the  church  and 
state  ; since  in  the  last  and  greatest  danger  the 
church  w as  exposed  to,  they  joined  with  her, 
with  all  imaginable  zeal  and  sincerity,  against 
the  Papists,  their  common  enemies;  shewing 
no  prejudice  to  the  church,  hut  the  utmost  re- 
spect to  her  bishops  when  sent  to  the  Tower; 
and  that  ever  since  they  have  continued  to 
shew  all  the  sigus  of  friendship  and  submission 
to  the  government  of  church  and  state. 

M That,  in  truth,  formerly  the  Dissenters  had 
been  seditious,  and  in  arras  and  opposition  to 
the  state  and  church;  hut  it  was  die  effect  of 
persecution ; and  that,  even  then,  they  were 
open  and  avowed  enemies;  hut  that  toleration 
and  tenderness  had  never  missed  of  procuring 
peace  and  union,  as  persecution  had  never 
tailed  producing  the  contrary  effects. 

“ That  the  Lords  cannot  think  the  Dissenters 
can  properly  he  called  schismatics,  at  least  that 
differ  iu  no  essential  point ; that  such  an  opi- 
nion allowed  w ould  bring  a heavy  charge  upon 
the  church  of  England,  who,  by  a law,  have  to- 
lerated such  a schism ; that  connivance  hath 
been  used  to  schismatics;  that  public  allowance 
was  never  given  to  such ; and  the  churchmen 
having  allowed  communion  with  the  reformed 
churches  abroad  professing  Calvinism,  it  must 
follow,  they  hold  them  not  guilty  of  schism, 
or  could  not  allow  communion  with  them. 

“ That  this  Bill  inflicts  a second  punishment 
on  those  who  fled  from  France  for  their  reli- 
gion, that  they  sought  a very  improper  refuge, 
amongst  those  that  must  think  them  guilty  of 
schism,  and  must  use  them  accordingly ; that 
this  may  be  used  as  au  argument  to  justify 
even  the  persecution  in  France.  Why  may 
not  the  Roman  Catholics,  with  reason,  banish 
those,  that  even  Protestants  can  hardly  endure 
amongst  them;  and  for  whose  doctrine  and 
practice  they  shew  such  an  aversion,  that  a 
man  must  forfeit  his  place,  and  undergo  a hard 
penalty,  but  for  entering  once  into  their  con- 
gregation ? 

“ That  the  Lords  cannot  depart  from  the 
clause  relating  to  the  Dutch  and  Walloon 
churches  so  long  established  amongst  us,  lest 
it  should  give  great  disgust  and  offence  to  our 
allies  abroad,  and  at  the  same  time  forfeit  the 
greatest  character  can  be  given  a church,  that 
of  tenderness  and  charity  to  fellow  Christians ; 


02. — l*rocccdings  on  tht  liill  for  [SO 

the  contrary  practice  being  what  is  so  much 
abhorred  amongst  Roman  Catholics. 

“ That,  though  the  Lords  allow,  that  no  maa 
hath  a place  by  birth-right,  or  but  few  such 
examples  in  our  government ; yet  that  giving  a 
vote  for  a representative  in  parliament  is  the 
csseutial  privilege  whereby  every  Englishman 
preserves  his  property,  and  that  whatsoever 
deprives  him  of  such  vote,  deprives  him  of  Lis 
birth-right. 

“ The  Lords  are  of  opinion,  the  Dissenters 
should  have  liberty  of  conscience  ; but  agree  to 
the  l urther  measures  proposed  by  tlie  Commons, 
to  allow  neither  Dissenters  nor  occasional  con. 
formists  any  share  in  the  government : but  the) 
take  this  to  be  the  great  security  for  the  estab- 
lished religion,  that  all  who  sit  in  the  house  o 
commons  must  he  churchmtn ; and  the  differ- 
ence between  a churchman  chose  by  churck 
men,  and  chose  by  Dissenters,  is  only  this,  tha. 
the  former  will  he  for  using  severer,  the  otbei 
gender  means,  for  bringing  the  Dissenters  intf 
the  church. 

“ That  the  disagreeing  to  the  clause  relating 
to  workhouses  where  thepoor  were  employed  an< 
relieved,  seems  very  hard  ; since  it  could  neve 
be  conceived,  that  the  distribution  of  some 
Presbyterian  bread  to  the  poor,  and  Dissenting 
water-gruel  to  the  sick,  could  ever  bring  any 
prejudice  to  the  church  of  England  ; especially 
by  such  that,  having  no  authority  in  the  govern- 
ment, or  profit  by  die  administration  of  such 
charities,  gave  them  indifferently  to  those  of 
all  persuasions. 

“ Allow  them  charity  to  cover  their  sins, 
which  God  allows  and  commands. 

“ That  the  Lords  conceived  the  Act  of  Tole- 
ration visibly  proved,  to  the  advantage  of 
the  church,  that  even  the  practice  of  occasional 
conformity  in  a few,  as  it  had  done  great  pre- 
judice to  the  Dissenters,  so  had  it  added  to  the 
reputation  and  authority  of  the  church ; the 
Dissenters  having  determined  the  point  against 
themselves  by  this  practice:  for,  if  they  can 
conform  for  a place,  much  more  ought  they  to 
do  so  in  compliance  with  the  law,  and  for  the 
sake  of  unity  : but  one  or  two  instances  of  this 
in  so  long  a time. 

“ That  the  Lords  are  of  opinion,  the  Dissen- 
ters are  coming  into  the  church,  and  that  no- 
thing hut  terrifying  measures  and  severity  can 
prevent  the  happy  union. 

u The  main  design  of  this  bill  is,  to  secure 
the  church  of  England  ; and  in  this  the  Lords 
do  perfectly  agree  with  the  Commons ; both 
sides  of  the  house  join  in  it  with  equal  zeal  : 
and  the  main  point  of  this  bill  being  the  ex- 
cluding all  persous  from  employments  of  trust, 
who  join  themselves  to  any  other  bodies  for 
religious  worship,  besides  the  church  of  Eng- 
land ; the  Lords  do  agree  entirely  with  them 
likewise  in  this;  all  the  difference  is,  what  fur- 
ther penalties  should  be  laid,  besides  the  for- 
feiture of  the  employment,  on  persons  so  of- 
fending. 

u The  Lords  look  on  the  fixing  of  qualifica- 
tions for  places  of  trust  to  be  a thing  so  entirely 
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HgetJ  wirh  tbe  legislature,  that,  without  giving 
ev  reason  for  it,  upon  any  apprehension  of 
durer,  how  remote  soever,  every  government 
any  pet  such  rules,  restraints,  or  conditions, 

©o  all  ■ bo  serve  in  any  place  of  trust,  ns  they 
shall  sec  caase  for;  but  penalties  and  punish- 
ssentj  are  of  ano;her  nature. — Draco's  laws, 
by  reason  of  their  extreme  severity,  are  said 
t5  Ime  been  writ  in  blood;  if  petty  larceny 
*m  made  capital,  here  would  be  just  occasion 
fcr  censure. — There  ought  to  be  a proportion 
obsfrted  between  the  otti  nee  and  the  punish* 
meet;  and  offences  of  a lower  nature  ought 
e«  to  be  punished  more  severely  than  offences 
of  a fci§her  nature. — Popery  has  been  ever  look- 
ed ae,  ailbat  which  we  ought  to  nppjehend  and 
Je.tr  the  most,  and  guard  chieflv  against  it, 
be*  5 our  must  inveterate,  most  restless,  and  I 
at*:  formidable  enemy;  and  therefore  there 
be  been  always  a great  difference  put  between 
papist  and  pmestam  dissenters,  how  bad  and 
feverous  soever  they  may  be. 

**  Ihere  ha>  been  a spirit  of  moderation  cmi- 
BKtiy  conspicuous  in  tbe  whole  progress  of 
acr  legislation,  with  relation  to.  that  religion, 
salable  both  to  the  natural  gentleness  of  this 
fwerameut,  aud  to  tbe  chanty  which  onr  re- 
teaches. 

u!n  the  first  beginning  of  our  Reformation, 
erxler  Edward  0,  the  Act  of  Uniformity  was  con- 
^aved  in  terms  suitable  to  that  moderation. 

3 Ed.  6.  cap.  1)  Any  clergyman,  that 
ioa'd  use  auy  other  manner  of  mas**,  wilfully 
in  the  same,  or  that  should  preach 
*ta;ost  the  book  of  Common  Prayer,  for  the 
Hi  offence  was  only  to  forfeit  one  year's  profits 
«aar  one  of  bis  spiritual  preferments,  with  six 
**®»*  imprisonment.  Here  was  a mild  pu- 
Bohment,  even  of  a clergyman  offending;  nnd 
Jttthatwas  not  inflicted,  unless  be  continued 
eb$doate. — By  tbe  same  act.  if  any  of  tbe  laity 
•bald  procuie  or  compel  any  to  use  any  other  I 
i*3»ot  sorship  in  a cathedral  or  parish  church, 
***&  torso  public  an  affront  to  the  estabhdied 
rjbjioa,  was  only  to  be  fined  in  ten  pounds, 
to  suffer  three  months  imprisonment. — With 
gentleness  was  our  Reformation  at  first  set 
and  though  perhaps  it  may  be  suggest cd 
^ by  this  mildness,  Papists  were  so  favoura- 
hle  Dseti,  that  they  had  it  soon  in  their  power 
lay  that  work  in  the  dust,  nnd  to  burn  those 
*bo  had  used  them  so  mercifully;  yet,  when 
lbin;s  were  happily  re-established  by  queen 
U iabeth,  ihotign  tbe  penalties  were  a little 
Wifhteued,  still  the  moderation  of  that  time 
eminent. 

“ A Clerevman,  that  before  for  his  first  of- 
fcacebad  forfeited  one  year’s  profits  of  any  one 
: '<fftTm«nt,  did,  by  the  act  of  the  queen,  for- 
year  of  all  his  preferments ; nnd  the 
procure rs  or  compellers  of  using  another  form 
w *orciup,  even  in  a Catlicdral,  were  fined  in 
& hundred  marks. 

“With  such  gentle  methods  was  our  Rcfor- 
na**°®  at  first  cstal  lished.  And  when  the 
conspiracies  against  the  life  of  that  queen 
ihe  government  to  greater  severities, 

▼ol  vi. 
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yet,  in  the  statute  of  the  twenty-third  of  the 
qnecn,  the  hearing  of  Mass  was  indeed  made 
more  penal ; one  hundred  marks  was  set  for  the 
fine  with  a year's  imprisonment;  but  with  this 
temper,  that  if  the  person  accused  did,  before 
judgment,  submit  and  conform,  he  was  to  le 
discharged.  This  is  the  highest  severity  to 
which  our  laws  have  carried  the  hearing  of 
Mass;  and  here  is  an  easy  way  provided  to  es- 
cape it.  I need  not  obstrve,  that  the  penalty 
of  this  bill  goes  higher,  and  is  not  so  easily 
avoided. 

“ A Papist  convict,  ns  soon  ns  lie  conforms 
himself,  and  receives  the  Sact ament,  is  imme- 
diately cleared;  no  incapacity  lies  upou  him  : 
But  ibis  Act  carries  that  matter  further,  to  a 
year's  incapacity.  A Papist,  thatsliall  rt  lapse, 
and  fall  under  a second  conviction,  is  only  con- 
victed over  again,  without  any  aggravation  of 
the  ccnsnre;  which  by  this  bill  is  much  height- 
ened upon  a second  offence:  So  that  the  penal- 
ties of  this  bill  are  higher  than  any  the  law  has 
laid  on  Papists  for  assisting  at  the  solemnest 
acts  of  their  religion.  It  is  true,  if  ft  Papist 
shall  hear  Mass  with  five  persons  more  than 
those  of  his  own  family,  l.e  lulls  under  the 
penalties  of  this  bill;  but  all  that  have  been 
abroad,  and  are  acquainted  with  the  methods 
of  that  religion,  even  where  it  acts  in  a full 
freedom,  know  that  the  practice  of  solitary 
Masses  among  them  is  so  common,  that  no 
man  of  that  church  is  in  danger  of  falling  under 
any  penalty,  for  having  any  number  about  him 
in  the  acts  of  their  worship. 

“ When  the  first  act  against  Conventicle* 
passed,  which  is  the  foundation  uf  a great  part 
of  this  bill,  the  fines  set  w ere  six  mouths  impri- 
sonment, to  be  redeemable  by  5l.  for  the  first 
offence ; a year’s  imprisonment,  to  be  redeema- 
ble by  10/.,  for  the  second  offence ; and  ba- 
nishment was  the  punishment  for  the  third 
offence. 

“ The  Loids,  disliking  that  severity,  added  a 
clause  for  redeeming  that  by  1U0/.,  and  uppro- 
priftted  the  fine.  The  severity  of  these  pains 
did  not  agree  with  the  temper  of  Englishmen, 
aud  the  act  was  not  much  executed.  Some 
years  after  that,  a gentler  act  was  made ; the 
fines  were  then  set  at  5s.  and  10«.  f r the  first 
and  second  offence;  but  no  man  c-uld  be  fined 
above  10/.  for  any  offence  against  that  act,  ex- 
cept the  master  ol  the  house  where  the  conven- 
ticle was  held,  who  was  to  be  fined  in  twenty 
pounds. 

“ Tbe  severity  of  this  was  intended  to  force 
the  Dissenters  to  petition  for  the  Toleration, 
tlmt  was  then  designed,  aud  followed  not  long 
after;  this  act  was  executed  in  Starling's 
mayoralty  with  the  greatest  severity,  at  the  time 
that  Madam  was  at  Dover;  soon  alter,  that 
prosecution  was  slackened.  But,  after  the  at- 
teinj  t made  for  the  exclusion,  these  laws  were 
again  executed  for  some  years  wiih  great  seve- 
rity, by  a Popish  management;  after  they  had 
set  the  Church  against  the  Dissenters,  then,  ac- 
cording to  their  wonted  arts,  they  studied  to  set 
the  Dissenters  as  much  against  the  Church. 
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41  When,  by  such  methods,  we  were  reduced 
to  the  hint  extremities,  then  was  the  late  king 
invited  to  come  and  deliver  us;  and,  after  he 
had  secured  onr  religion,  our  laws,  and  our  li- 
beitirs,  he,  by  the  Act  of  Toleration,  which  he 
passed,  quieted  those  heats  that  had  almost 
consumed  us. 

44  Whatever  some  may  think,  he  will  be 
stdl  reckoned  among  the  greatest  of  our  kings : 
To  him  we  owed  a long  continuance  of  a flou- 
rishing  time,  even  during  a great  war  ; and  it  is 
to  him,  that  we  owe  the  great  happiness  of  her 
majesty’s  being  now  on  the  throne. 

44  The  church  has  no  reason  to  complain  of  j 
the  effects  of  the  Toleration  ; for,  as  the  num- 
bers of  those  who  divide  from  us  do  visibly 
aibate  all  over  the  nation ; so  the  heat  and  fer- 
mentation, which  w as  raised  by  those  divisions, 
is  almost  entirely  laid,  and  we  cannot  but  look 
on  that  ns  a happy  step  towards  the  healing  of 
*>ur  wouuds. 

*•  But  what  may  we  not  look  for  under  the 
reign  of  such  a queen  ; whose  example,  whose 
viitues,  and  zeal,  give  us  reason  to  hope  for  a 
happy  state  of  matters  in  the  church,  if  undue 
seventies  do  not  again  raise  new  flames,  and 
pet  a new  edge  on  men’s  spirits,  which  may 
blast  these  hopes,  and  defeat  the  success  that 
we  might  otherwise  expect  under  such  an  aus- 
picious reign  ! 

“ Before  the  Act  of  Toleration  passed,  while 
conventicles  were  illegal  and  criininul  assem- 
blies ; yet  even  then  a man  in  office,  that  was 
present  at  them,  was  only  liable  to  a fine  of 
JO/.  ; whereas,  by  this  hill,  he  is  liable  to  a fine 
of  100/.  for  being  present  at  them,  though  they 
have  now  an  impunity  by  law  : It  does  not 
seem  so  very  suitable,  that  the  same  action 
shall  he  made  ten  times  more  penal  after  such 
an  impunity  is  granted,  than  it  was  before  the 
passing  that  law,  while  such  assemblies  were 
illegal. 

44  This  is  yet  more  extraordinary  with  relation 
to  the  churches  ul  the  foreign  Protestants,  that 
were  taken  care  ol  even  in  the  Act  of  Unifor- 
mity; so  that  these  are  legal  assemblies,  not 
only  tolerated,  hut  allowed.  Now,  how  un- 
limited soever  the  legislature  is  as  to  the  quali- 
fications necessary  for  all  that  hold  any  place 
of  trust  ; yet  it  seems  contrary  to  all  known 
rules,  io  lay  a very  heavy  penalty  on  any  ac- 
tion that  is  allowed  by  law. 

44  A known  maxim,  with  relation  to  all  laws 
that  arc  highly  penal,  is,  that  the  words  ex- 
pressing the  crime  ought  to  be  clear,  and  of 
a determinate  sense,  not  liable  to  constructions 
and  stretches  ; since  the  greatness  of  the  pe- 
nalty may  prove  an  inducement  to  make  those 
stretches,  and  to  carry  them  far  beyond  what 
is  intended.  The  crime  so  penal  by  this  bill 
is,  to  be  in  a meeting,  with  five  more  than  the 
family,  under  the  pretence  of  religious  worship, 
other  than  according  to  the  Liturgy  and  prac- 
tice of  the  church  of  England.  Now  we  know 
indeed  what  the  Liturgy  is ; but  it  is  not  so 
e*iy  to  tell  what  the  importance  of  the  word 
practice  may  be,  or  how  far  that  may  be  car- 


ried ; whether  it  is  the  practice  of  cathedral,  o 
parochial  churches ; and  whether  practice  ska! 
govern  the  liturgy,  as  in  the  not  saving  tb 
second  service  at  the  altar,  or  christening  afti 
the  secoud  lesson  ? and  whether  all  fan.il 
prayer,  if  not  by  the  form  of  the  Liturgy  is  no 
condemned  ; though  many  books  lor  farm 
prayers  have  been  much  recommended,  at 
commonly  made  use  of? 

44  In  the  country,  few  persons  of  condiut 
are  so  retired,  ns  not  to  have  often  five  mo 
than  their  family  within  their  houses:  inu 
these  be  excluded  from  family  prayer,  it  it 
not  according  to  the  Liturgy  ? aud  may  not  evi 
the  liturgy  prayers,  without  psalms  and  lessoi 
be  likewise  included  within  these  words,  or 
least  be  carried  to  that  by  vexatious  informei 
and  be  so  given  by  easy  juries  and  part: 
judges  : It  therefore  seems  ensnaring,  and  u 
becoming  so  mild  a government  as  ours  ha 
pily  is,  especially  when  it  is  in  such  hands, 
lay  so  heavy  a penalty  upon  an  offence  sod 
biously  expressed. 

44  But,  us  the  penalty  seems  excessive  ,ai 
the  words  are  of  uncertain  signification; 
the  Lords  do  not  approve  of  the  application 
the  sums  to  be  raised  by  this  bill,  that  th 
should  all  go  to  the  informer.  The  ancie 
method  was  to  give  therrt  to  the  crown,  and 
leave  the  encouraging  informers  to  the  crowl 
it  was  one  of  those  trusts  that  were  lodg 
with  the  sovereign,  and  so  t he  laws  were  to 
executed  severely  or  more  remissly  as  the  pu 
lie  occasions  required . hut,  by  this  bill,  ail 
given  to  the  informer,  100/.  for  the  offence,  ai 
5/.  a day  for  three  months,  both  which  in 
amount  to  550/. 

44  For,  though  an  oath  must  be  made  with 
ten  days,  yet,  this  not  being  to  be  done 
open  court,  the  party  may  not  hear  of  it;  a 
if  he  knows  it  to  be  fulse,  he  may  have 
regard  to  it,  so  he  may  let  it  run  to  the  tei 
limited  by  the  bill. 

44  This  nation  has  been  groaning  long  und 
false  swearing,  that  has  been  in  every  corne 
all  sides  have  had  their  share  in  it.  Till  G‘ 
pours  out  another  spirit  upon  us,  one  «f  C 
I chief  securities  against  false  witnessing 
[ that  such  an  infamy  follows,  especially  wo 
| servants  swear  against  their  masters,  that 
! small  matter  cannot  tempt  even  a had  man 
so  base  a practice  ; but,  if  so  great  a sum  we 
to  be  the  reward  of  such  villainy,  it  is  hard 
tell  where  it  would  stop. 

44  A couple  of  bad  servants,  dismissed  f 
ill  practices,  might  be  tempted  in  interest, 
well  as  revenge,  to  lay  a probable  story, 
to  carry  it  through  by  bold  swearing : a lire 
deal  of  this  sort  was  hut  too  much  practise 
among  us  twenty  years  ago;  and  it  is  t«»  I 
feared  that  such  a bill  as  this  would  set  tl 
same  things  again  on  foot. 

44  Those  who  acquaint  themselves  with  tl 
Roman  Historians,  see  in  them  what  a sort  * 
people  the  Delatores  were;  the  encourage 
them,  especially  servants  against  their  master 
j was  reckoned  amongst  the  greatest  reproach 
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alike  worst  emperors  : but,  though  Domitian 
rude  use  of  such  vermin,  it  n set  out  with 
great  pomp,  and  iu  very  lively  expressions,  ns 
the  glory  of  Trajan's  reign,  that  he  freed  Rome 
from  ihit  plague,  and  banished  all  those  in- 
famous  betrayers  of  their  masters.  It  is  to  he 
hoped,  that  a reign,  which  God  delights  to 
taocr,  shall  have  no  such  blemish  cast  on  it : 
and  that  no  encouragement  shall  be  given  to 
tabe  accusations  and  perjury,  which,  the  Lords 
tpprebeQd,  might  follow,  if  so  great  n reward 
were  ottered  as  this  bill  proposes  : they  think 
the  reward  they  offer  is  enough  to  encourage 
honest  and  well-minded  men  to  discover  what 
they  may  know ; and  do  not  think  fit  to  lay 
belbre  them  temptations,  that  may  be  too 
strong  id  so  corrupt  an  age. 

“ As  for  this  Occasional  Conformity,  the 
Lords  do  not  go  about  to  excuse  or  to  defend 
it;  bat  they,  who  have  observed  the  progress 
of  those  matters,  and  have  borne  a large  share 
in  these  controversies,  must  acquaint  the  Com- 
nuns,  that  it  is  no  new  practice  invented  to 
wide  a law ; it  has  been  both  the  principle 
sui  practice  of  some  of  the  most  eminent 
■Hag  the  Dissenters,  ever  since  St.  Bartholo- 
mews in  the  year  1669  ; it  is  known  that 
Buter  and  Bates  did  still  maintain  it,  and 
that  several  books  have  been  writ  about  it: 
•ad  as  the  fiercest  of  the  Dissenters,  who  in- 
tended to  keep  up  a wall  of  partition  between 
Aem  sod  the  church,  have  opposed  it  much  : 
si  the  party  of  all  the  Dissenters  that  came 
•etrest  the  church,  and  of  whom  the  greatest 
timbers  have  come  over  to  it,  were  those  that 
pk-ided  fur  it.  Nor  is  it  a certain  inference, 
dot,  because  a man  receives  the  Sacrament  in 
tbe  church,  lie  can  therefore  conform  in  every 
VLt:  particular;  the  office  of  the  Communion 
» certainly  oue  of  the  brightest  and  best  com- 
pfccdofauy  that  rver  was  in  the  chnrch  of 
bod;  the  little  exceptions  that  lay  to  the 
pasture  were  so  fully  cleared  by  the  rubric 
hat  is  added,  that  it  is  indeed  a wonder  how 
•ay  person  should  except  to  any  thing  in  the 
•hole  office  ; but  it  does  not  necessarily  follow 
rtut  therefore  every  man,  who  is  satisfied  with 
toa,  should  be  likewise  satisfied  with  every 
other  part  of  conformity.  There  was  a very 
Earned  and  famous  man,  that  lived  at  Salis- 
^■7,  Mr.  Tombs,  who  was  a very  zealous 
■.mfon&ftt  in  all  points,  but  in  one,  Infant  Bup- 
£*n;  so  that  the  receiving  the  Sacrament  does 
W necessarily  import  an  entire  conformity 
every  other  particular,  no  more  than  a man 
*bo  can  subscribe  to  the  two  first  articles  of 
wr  religion,  that  are  indeed  the  main  ones, 
®*d  contain  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  and 
ibe  incarnation  and  satisfaction  of  Christ,  is 
by  that  concluded  to  assent  to  the  rest  of  the 
39;  the  Dissenters  agree  to  the  first,  but  refuse 
***  of  the  last.  This  is  likewise  to  be  re- 
^enbered,  that,  after  Saint  Bartholomew  in 
MG2,  Occasional  Conformity  was  a step  that 
(*med  many  much  further;  from  occasional 
°»fen&it?,  it  grew  to  a constant  conformity, 
***  in  the  persons  themselves,  yet  in  their 


children ; so  the  Lords  now  see  some,  descended 
from  occasional  conformists,  espouse  the  cause 
of  the  church  with  much  zeal. 

u For  these  Reasons,  the  Lords  do  conceive 
the  penalties  in  this  bill  to  be  excessive  and 
im  reasonable. 

“ As  to  the  Amendment  in  the  Preamble:  The 
Lords  have  reason  to  insist  on  it ; because  the 
words  left  out  by  them  relate  to  another  clause, 
which  they  think  ought  not  to  stand  iu  the  bill. 
But  that  is  not  all. — The  words  left  out  by  (hit 
Amendment  contain  a proposition,  which  they 
cannot  assent  to  as  true;  for, as  the  law  stands, 
every  person  to  be  admitted  to  any  office,  is 
not  obliged  to  be  conformable  or  receive  the 
Sacrament ; officers  of  inheritance,  forest  of- 
ficers, non-commission  officers  in  the  fleet,  and 
many  others,  are  under  no  such  obligations. 

“ The  managers  of  the  House  of  Commons 
themselves  seein  to  admit  the  words  too  general, 
to  he  maintained  in  strictness:  and  therefor# 
they  have  laboured  to  qualify  them  by  construc- 
tion. That  is  an  expedient  which  must  be  re 
sorted  to  when  untrue  or  improper  words  hap- 
pen to  be  found  in  n law  already  made;  But, 
when  a law  is  making,  it  has  not  been  usual  to 
contend  for  keeping  iu  words  which  are  plainly 
liable  to  exception;  especially  in  a case  where 
the  clause  is  unnecessary,  and,  the  preamble 
sufficiently  expresses  the  design  of  the  law 
without  it. 

“ The  Lords  insist  on  their  Amendment 
which  leaves  out  the  words  telating  to  tha 
Corporation  Act.  They  say,  it  cannot  be  dis- 
puted, but  that  the  Test  Act  extends  to  all  the 
considerable  offices  and  employments  in  which 
the  security  of  the  government  may  be  con- 
cerned. That  law  was  made  when  the  king- 
dom was  under  a just  apprehension  of  danger 
to  the  church ; and  the  expedient  agreed  upon 
as  most  like  to  secure  her  was,  the  placing  alt 
the  considerable  offices  in  the  hands  of  her 
members:  so  that  the  design  of  the  Test  Act  i» 
the  same  with  that  of  this  bill. 

“ Experience  has  justified  the  measures  taken 
by  that  law;  and  there  has  been  no  complaint 
that  it  was  not  extensive  enough  as  to  the  seve- 
ral sorts  of  offices. — To  encounter  a practice, 
which  it  is  supposed  may  be  made  use  of  to 
elude  the  true  design  of  the  Test  Act ; the  Com- 
mons have  proposed  by  this  bill  to  restrain  ab- 
solute persons  in  office  from  going  to  meetings; 
and  the  Lords  agree  with  them,  so  far  ns  re- 
lates to  all  manner  of  offices  comprehended  in 
the  Test  Act,  which  the  Lords  think  is  the  right 
measure  to  go  by. 

“ All  offices  which  relate  to  magistracy  (ar 
well  within  corporations  as  without)  are  mani- 
festly comprehended  in  the  Test  Act;  and  there- 
fore the  Lords  have  wondered  to  hear  the 
managers  of  the  House  of  Commons  argue, 
that  it  is  of  consequence  to  secure  the  magis-* 
tracy  of  the  corporations  in  the  hands  of  the 
churchmen  ; or  to  affirm,  that,  if  this  Amend- 
ment was  agreed,  dissenters  may  let  themselves 
into  the  government  of  corporations,  since  it 
is  directly  otherwise. 
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“ The  Corporation  Act  was  made  when  the 
kingdom  was  just  delivered  from  a long  usurpa- 
tion; and  was  principally  founded  on  reasons 
peculiar  to  that  time. — indeed,  nothing  but  to 
extraordinary  a juncture  could  have  excused  the 
placing  su^h  extravagant  powers  in  the  hands 
of  tire  commissioners  appointed  by  that  Act. — 
Pan  of  the  Act  lias  been  repealed  ; and  there 
was  no  great  regard  had  to  it,  at  the  time  when 
a mme  edectual  security  was  given  to  the 
church  by  the  Test : The  Lords  go  not  about  to 
weaken  the  force  of  the  Corporation  Act ; hut 
think  it  not  reasonable  to  extend  the  penalties 
of  this  .dll  to  the  general  and  uncertain  words 
of  that  law. 

u The  Managers  for  the  Commons  say,  the 
words  of  the  Test  Act  are  as  general  as  those  of 
the  Corporation  Act : If  so,  we  seem  to  be 
contending  about  nothing;  since  how  general 
soever  the  words  of  the  Test  Act  are,  the  Lords 
have. agreed  they  shall  stand  io  the  bill. 

ts  The  words  in  the  Test  Act  are  universally 
understood;  no  doubt  remains  to  what  offices 
and  persons  it  extends.  It  is  not  so  as  to  the 
Corporation  Act;  the  uncertainty  of  the  words 
in  that  law  determines  the  Lords  to  think  they 
ought  not  to  be  the  description  of  the  persons 
to  whom  the  bill  should  reach. 

“ They  tliiuk  themselves  obliged  to  be  more 
cautious  in  this  mutter,  because  the  bill  now 
depending  does  not  only  concern  those  who 
shall  for  the  future  come  into  offices,  but  such 
a3  are  at  present  possessed  of  them. 

“ In  Corporations  there  are  many  offices  of 
11  private  and  inferior  nature ; some  have  been 
obtained  by  purchase,  some  by  long  services, 
and  men  have  attained  to  others  111  course; 
some  of  these  are  freeholds,  many  of  them  the 
whole  suhsistance  of  families,  and  perhaps 
have  been  enjoyed  many  yenrs  under  an  obedi- 
ence to  all  such  terms  as  the  law  now  in  being 
has  prescribed : And  the  Lords  think  it  hard  to 
disturb  men  in  their  freeholds  and  possessions 
by  new  laws,  unless  the  case  be  such,  that  the 
security  of  the  government  docs  appear  to  be 
manifestly  concerned ; where  that  does  appear, 
the  Lords  can  satisfy  themselves  to  dispense 
with  private  considerations  (ns  is  seen  by  what 
they  have  agreed  to  in  this  bill) ; but  they  can- 
not go  further. 

“ The  Lordslook  on  the  penalties  in  this  bill, 
as  it  was  framed  by  the  House  of  Commons,  to 
be  very  excessive,  and  such  as  bear  no  propor- 
tion to  the  o Hence,  and  therefore  they  cannot 
agree  to  them. 

“ The  practice  of  occasional  conformity  is 
not  new ; it  is  almost  of  the  same  date  with 
the  Act  of  Uniformity  ; it  hath  been  a known 
dispute  among  the  Dissenters,  and  vindicated 
in  print  by  some  of  them,  and  practised  by 
many  of  them,  who  had  no  thoughts  of  offices, 
and  has  been  a means  of  hiiuging  several  per- 
sons entirely  from  meetings  : the  objection  to 
this  practice  by  those  of  the  church  of  Eng- 
land has  been  but  of  lute. 

u T-.e  Lords  do  not  no  about  to  justify  men 
who  can  come  so  far  towards  uniting  with  the 


church,  and  yet  will  stop  there,  any  moretha 
they  do  to  justify  any  other  of  the  points  upo 
which  the  Dissenters  continue  their  separate 

“ And  since  there  is  reason  to  apprehtm 
that  such  a liberty  as  this  may  be  penertei 
to  tlie  eluding  the  law  ; the  Lords  have  agree 
to  restrain  it. 

u They  ate  willing  to  make  it  impossible  fi 
such  men  to  keep  in  offices,  because  bypocrit 
would  make  useof  such  a liberty  ; buttbevs 
not  willing  to  ruin  persons  utterly,  on  acorn 
of  a practice  that  many  well  meaning  m 
have  been,  and  may  be,  led  into,  and  win 
they  think  tends  naturally  to  bring  them  ov 
entirely  to  the  church. 

“ The  penalty  of  100/.  and  5l.  a day,  a 
that  whole  sum  given  to  the  informer,  the  lot 
think  a dangerous  temptation  to  perjury. 

“ Our  law  has  branded  informers  with  t 
hardest  character  ; troublesome  persons,  n 
grievously  charge,  vex,  and  disturb  the  coi 
minis  ; this  is  the  description  the  law  has  giv 
of  them, 

“ Judges  must  encourage  these  sort  of  m< 
according  to  the  terms  of  the  laws,  «li 
made;  but  legislators,  when  they  are  considi 
ing  of  laws  to  be  made,  must  speak  of  th< 
men  as  they  are.  So  great  ?».  temptation  « 
I make  the  innocent  almost  as  insecure  as  t 
guilty.  Experience  aliened  this,  in  the  irons 
ces  of  some  of  the  most  active  informer*, 
prosecuting  Dissenters  011  the  acts  ngaimt  a 1 
venticles,  who  were  convicted  of  peijuri 
against  many  persons  ; though  there  the  tens 
tation  was  nothing,  comparable  to  what 
would  be  if  these  penalties  should  stand. 
And  though  tie  Commons  have  yielded  tot 
Lord's  Amendments,  that  two  witnesses  sb 
be  necessary,  and  that  tlie  time  of  prosccotii 
shnil  not  be  left  indefinite;  yet  that  will  not 
sufficient;  for  both  those  things  were  provid 
for  in  the  Conventicle  Act. 

“ And  though  the  Commons  have  also  yiel 
ed  to  shorten  the  time  for  the  prosecution  ; y 
the  penalty  may  still  amount  to  a very  grt 
sum,  for  tlie  6vc  pounds  a day  may  go  on  i 
three  months. 

“ The  punishment  of  a total  incapacity 
the  heaviest,  next  the  toss  of  life;  and  ytt 
is  Jo  he  in  dieted  for  the  first  offence. 

“ The  word  employment  is  more  gcnei 
than  any  w ord  the  Test  Act  has.  Much  puni* 
rr.ent  ought  only  to  be  for  a crime  of  the  big 
est  nature  ; and  yet,  going  to.  a meeting  is  1 
crime  ms  the  law  now  stands ; nor  will  it  be 
crime  in  any  man  who  is  not  in  office,  when  tl 
bill  is  passed  into  a law. 

“ Tire  Lords  agree  to  that  part  of  the  penal 
which  answers  the  visible  design  of  the  bill,  I 
making  the  going  to  a conventicle  to  be  fo 
frit  tire  of  office.  To  go  further,  to  ruin  ns  rr 
estates,  to  make  them  infamous  (for  wbatci 
be  mote  infamous  than  such  a disability! 
they  think  is  to  exceed  ail  bounds. 

“ The  managers  for  the  Commons  sny,thci 
are  greater  penalties  in  other  laws;  it  does  di 
appear  by  any  instances  w hich  have  beengi*® 
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Ibae  penalties  are  much  heavier  than  hi  most 
of  the  iaws  about  religion  ; but  if  that  were 
ate.  *hat n to  be  inferred  from  thence;  if  the 
crimes  ^ not  the  same  in  the  heinousness  of 
their  natures  ? Justice  ami  good  policy  re- 
quires there  should  be  some  proportion  be- 
tween the  offence  and  the  punishment. 

“ The  Lords  have  quite  another  considera- 
ble of  the  penalties  in  this  bill,  and  those  of 
the  Test  Act. 

“ in  the  present  case,  an  innocent  man  ha9 
tclya  sort  of  negative  proof,  to  defend  him 
Iran  false  witnesses ; who  may  chuse  to  as- 
ligssuch  a time  and  place  lor  the  fact,  ns  they 
Lm«s  the  party  can  be  least  likely  to  defend 
loamif. 

u Whereas,  in  the  case  of  the  Test  Act,  the 
oao  who  resolves  to  obey  the  law,  which  is  to 
wbenbe  the  declaration,  and  receive  the  Sa- 
crament, has  not  only  the  liberty  to  choose  Ins 
<nra  mtnesses  of  his  receiving  the  Sacrament, 
M the  attestation  of  the  minister  who  offici- 
stta;  but  the  whole  is  put  upon  record;  so 
tktwben  a man  has  complied  with  the  law, 
he  f»  beyond  all  possibility  of  suffering  by  a 
fast  accusation. 

* There  seems  to  be  no  occasion  here  to  in- 
B»w  the  punishment  upon  a second  offence  ; 
fa  t does  not  depend  upon  the  former,  as  in 
■nit  ewes  where  the  penalty  is  increased  for 
sbe  second  offence  ; for,  when  the  office  is 
font  tne  person  is  under  no  legal  restraint 
tfrui  eointj  to  conventicles. 

u If  he  obtains  n new  office,  he  brings  him- 
■b"  at  the  same  time  under  the  reach  of  this 
fa.apon  a new  account ; and  if  he  offends 
ipsa,  he  will  lose  that  office,  besides  incurring 
fct  pecuniary  penalty. 

" Hie  Proviso  which  is  to  qualify  the  inenpa- 
•ty  b made  so  very  hard,  that  it  is  a new  in* 
w«e  of  the  great  severity  of  the  hill.  A man, 
b himself  right  again,  must  take  more  pnb- 
heii&ffleto  himself  than  the  severest  laws 
•pmii  Papists  require  to  discharge  all  the  pe- 
■fac*  and  incapacities  of  a popish  recusant 
cornet,  as  appears  plainly,  by  perusing  the 
^emlaets  relating  to  that  matter  ; and  the 
Lords  will  always  be  tender  of  putting  greater 
Wrhbipioa  Protc-tnm  Dissenters  than  Papists. 

* That  no  comparison  ought  to  be  made  be- 
twfto  the  penalties  the  law*  had  laid  upon 
f'vfmts  for  holding  of  offices  of  trust,  w ithout 

die  Test  and  receiving  the  Sacrament, 
“d  the  penalties  to  be  laid  upon  Occasional 
taibnnjty,  for  holding  their  office  after  they 
■**  ut  a conventicle. 

“ This  difference  of  punishment,  that  ought 
’■*  observed  between  these  two,  is  not  upon 
*1*  Socotra  t that  the  errors  of  the  onearemuch 
than  the  errors  of  the  other,  how  true 
fcwif  that  is,  but  because  the  one  depend  upon 
fcwagij  power,  and  arc^ubjcct  to  it  ; so  {ho 
•***1 h really  ia  danger  if  su~h  men  should 
' eaipioyments,  who  must  be  looked  oh  as 
e.-icmies,  and  as  persons  who  receive 
•**oai  from  an  authority  that  we  ore  sure 

* rstrcciDinvmg  our  ruio  ; but  no  such  dan- 


ger can  be  apprehended  from  men  wlio  have 
no  other  strength  than  what  they  have  among 
ourselves,  which  we  are  sore  can  no  way  be 
compared  ta  the  strength  of  the  established 
church. 

u As  to  the  Occasional  Conformity ; it  will 
appear  no  such  formidable  thing,  if  we  consider 
what  the  sense  both  of  the  church  of  England 
and  of  the  church  of  Rome  was  of  this  matter 
upon  other  occasions. 

“ In  the  beginning  of  queen  Elizabeth's  reign, 
the  Reformation  and  the  Liturgy  were  put  on 
a foot,  to  bring  over  the  whole  nation  that  had 
then  a leaven  of  popery  to  concur  in  it : it  had 
this  effect,  all  the  Papists  of  England  came  to 
church,  and  were  occasional  conformists  ; yet 
the  church  of  England  was  not  uneasy  ut  this ; 
they  complained  of  no  danger  from  it.  * But 
who  was  sensible  of  it?  it  was  the  pope;  and 
ne  was  in  the  right  as  to  his  own  interest ; for 
he  saw  what  in  time  that  occasional  conformity 
would  grow  to  ; and  therefore  he  put  a stop  to 
it,  and  by  a bull  condemned  it. 

“ And  indeed  the  church  of  Rome  has  shew- 
ed, by  the  methods  of  all  their  missions,  that 
they  apprehend  no  danger,  but  great  advantage, 
from  any  step  of  the  occasional  conformity  of 
protestants. 

“ They  accept  of  nny  thing  and  encourage 
every  thing  of  that  kind;  and  we  have  all  seen^ 
by  the  fatal  effects  of  their  practice,  that  they 
are  in  the  right,  and  gain  their  ends  by  it. 

*l  As  for  the  clauses  about  foreign  protest- 
ants;  there  is  great  reason  to  give  them  all  just 
encouragement  ; for,  as  they  have  brought, 
among  us  many  new  manufactures, so  they  have 
carried  them  so  far,  that  of  late  years  we  have 
exported  to  the  value  of  a million  of  woollen 
manufactures  more  than  was  done  iu  king 
Charles’s  reign  before  they  came  among  us; 
and  the  putting  them  under  apprehensions  or 
discouragements  may  be  a means  to  drive  them 
to  a country  where  they  will  be  sure  of  an  en- 
tire liberty. 

*“  The  book  that  goe*  under  the  name  of  Mr. 
De  Wit  shews,  the  Dutch  reckon  that  the 
woollen  manufactures  can  never  have  such  a 
settlement  among  us  as  with  them,  because 
they  who  must  work  them  cannot  have  so  en- 
tire a liberty  of  conscience  here  as  there:  we 
have  felt  the  happy  effects  of  the  liberty  granted 
them  in  the  l ist  reign  ; mid  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
that  nothing  will  be  done  in  this,  to  impeach 
that,  or  to  raise  apprehensions  and  fears  in  the 
minds  of  men  that  are  so  useful  to  us  in  the 
most  important  article  of  our  trade. 

M As  to  the  clause  concerning  universities ; 
we  are  not  to  consider  the  danger  t li ey  may  be 
in  tinder  our  present  circumstances,  but  whaf 
may  happen  in  another  state  of  things;  it  is  not 
so  long  since  we  saw  what  advantages  were  like 
to  be  taken  against  those  learned  bodies,  if 
there  had  been  such  a law, to  furnish  those  that 
were  troubling  them  without  any  reason  or  pre- 
tence, with  the  handle  that  th's  bill  might  have 
given  them  without  this  clause  ; and  therefore, 
the  Lords  think,  they  are  too  much  beholden  to 
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those  great  foundations,  not  to  take  care  of 
them,  and  think  themselves  bound  to  secure 
them  even  from  remote  and  possible  dangers ; 
besides  that  the  rice-chan  ceil  or  and  heads  of 
houses,  being  men  often  of  great  dignities  and 
preferments,  tnay  by  a severe  prosecution  be 
rained,  unless  secured  by  a clause. 

14  As  for  the  clause  concerning  those  societies 
that  are  engaged  in  taking  care  of  the  poor  ; 
(he  nation,  and -this  city  in  particular,  has  seen 
such  good  effects  of  their  care  and  industry,  that 
it  cannot  seem  reasonable  to  put  any  discou- 
ragement upon  them.  How  many  poor  chil- 
dren do  they  take  care  of!  They  are  by  their 
means  clothed  and  taught,  and  hound  out  to 
trades ; and  if  some  misled  people  join  their 
assistance  and  charity  taso  great  a work,  shall 
they  be  hindered  from  it,  or  punished  for  it,  if 
they  have  been  so  far  mistaken  as  to  be  at  a 
conventicle;  but  this  clause  has  no  relation  to 
endowed  hospitals,  which  are  under  peculiar 
statutes,  and  to  which  none  of  these  people 
have  any  access;  the  law  has  taken  care  of 
these,  and  secured  them;  and  this  clause  re- 
lates only  to  free  and  voluntary  societies  for 
•uch  charities,  w hich  the  Lords  do  not  think  fit 
to  put  any  restraints,  or  to  bar  any  from  coining 
luto  them.” 

The  Managers  for  the  Commons,  by  way  of 
reply  to  these  Arguments  urged  by  the  Lords’ 
Managers,  said, 

44  That  several  of  the  Lords’  Arguments  were 
•gainst  the  hill. 

44  That  the  Lords  Had  agreed  to  the  greater 
part  of  this  hill;  and  therefore  should  confine 
themselves,  and  speak  only  to  their  own 
Amendments. 

“ That  no  time  could  be  more  seasonable  for 
this  bill  than  the  present ; because  the  church 
wns  now  in  no  danger  of  popery,  or  of  fanati- 
cism ; but  good  laws  are  to  be  made  lor  poste- 
rity, and  may  he  obtained  most  easily  in  the 
best  reigns. 

44  That  the  right  of  election  of  members  to 
sen  e in  parliament  is  in  those  that  are  concern- 
ed in  the  government  of  corporations;  and  if 
they  should,  by  this  bill,  be  turned  out  of  their 
employments,  and  consequently  lose  their  votes 
in  the  elections;  yet  it  cannot  be  said  they  lose 
rheir  birth-rights,  because  no  man  is  born  a ma- 
gistrate. 

“ That  tlie  Commons  penal ry  bears  a just  pro- 
portion to  the  offence;  and  that  all  above  100/. 
is  for  an  obstinate  persisting  in  the  crime. 

44  That  the  offender  cannot  be  guilty  through 
inadvertency  ; he  must  offend  knowingly  and 
willingly. 

44  That  the  Test  Act  gives  500/.  a much 
greater  penalty  than  that  in  this  Act,  to  the  in- 
former ; besides,  that  Act  brings  the  offender 
under  very  great  disabilities. 

“ That  an  innocent  man  is  no  more  secure 
under  the  Test  Act,  than  under  this  bill : the 
question  must  he  always  upon  bis  acting  or  not 
acting,  which  does  not  depend  upon  the  record  ; 
and  a very  violent  prosecution  has  been  known 


within  few  years  against  an  alderman  of  Wo 
center,  a constant  conformist,  only  upon  a uic 
ty,  and  where  there  has  been  no  fault  in  tl 
party. 

u That  the  trial  must  be  by  a jury,  not  in 
summary  way  before  a justice  of  the  peace, 
iu  some  of  our  penal  laws. 

“ That  it  was  very  plain,  good  protests! 
might  be  uffccted  by  prosecutions  upon  i 
Test  Act.” 

Then  their  Managers  left  the  hill  with  t 
Lords;  and  said,  44  They  hoped  the  Lords  viot 
not  let  the  public  lose  the  benefit  of  so  gooc 
law.” 

Then  the  Managers  returned  to  their  respi 
tive  houses.  When  it  came  to  the  final  vote 
4 adhering,’  the  Lords  were  so  equally  dividi 
that  in  three  questions  put  upon  different  iiei 
the  4 adhering  ’ was  carried  but  by  one  vote 
every  one  of  them,  and  it  was  a different  p 
son  that  gave  it  mall  the  three  tlivisiuus.  Up 
this,  the  hill  was  delivered  to  the  Commons ; 
cording  to  form,  at  a Free  Conference,  and  tb 
were  told,  that  the  Lords  adhered  to  th 
Amendments.  As  the  Commons  likew  ise  i 
hered  to  their  disagreement  with  the  Lot 
Amendments,  the  bill  was  lost  for  this  tu»< 

• ‘4  While  the  Occasional  Conformity- bill  a 
depending,  Daniel  de  Foe,  who  hud  been  a I; 
sier  iu  the  city  of  London,  and  had,  some  yet 
before,  published  a severe  satire,  intituled, ' T 
4 True  born  Englishman,’  now  undertook  to 
dicule  the  immoderate  zeal  of  the  church- pari 
in  a pamphlet  called,  4 The  Shoileat  Way  wi 
4 the  Dissenters:  Or,  Proposals  tor  the  Esiablii 
4 merit  of  the  Church.’  Some,  on  both  sid< 
were  at  first  amused  with  it,  as  question: 
w hat  was  the  design  of  it ; hut  it  was  not  lo 
before  the  author's  real  intention  wns  discovi 
cd.  He  began  with  such  bitter  reflections 
the  dissenters,  nml  their  principles,  that  it  * 
taken  for  the  work  of  a violent  chusch-tnan  i 
some  time,  and  met  with  applause  from  sot 
of  that  party  iu  the  two  universities.  The  a 
tbor,  after  his  reflections,  proceeds  to  tell  t 
world,  that  the  representatives  of  the  nati< 
had  now  an  opportunity,  and  perhaps  the  on 
one  they  should  ever  have,  to  secure  the  ebur 
of  England,  and  destroy  her  enemies,  under  ti 
favour  nnd  protection  of  a * true  Engli 
4 queen  That  this  was  the  time  to  pull  up  tl 
heretical  weed  of  sedition,  that  had  so  longdi 
turbed  the  peace  of  the  church,  and  poisow 
the  good  corn  : That,  if  it  should  be  ohjecte 
that  this  renewing  fire  and  faggot  would  I 
cruelty,  and  accounted  barbarous,  lie  answere 
that  it  is  cruelty  to  kill  a snake  or  a toad 
cold  blood ; but  the  poison  of  their  natun 
makes  it  a charity  to  our  neighbours  to  destre 
those  creatures,  not  for  any  personal  injury  n 
ceived,  but  for  prevention  : Not  for  the 
they  have  done,  but  the  evil  they  may  do.  An 
that,  as  serpents,  loads,  and  vipers,  are  noxioi 
to  the  body,  and  poison  the  sensitive  life,  s 
(be  dissenters  poi>  u the  soul,  corrupt  ojrpw 
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BM  fur  the  farther  Security  if  the  Prot et- 
test  .Seccmian.]  The  Commons  had  now  pass- 
id  a bill  io  favour  of  those,  who  had  not  taken 
tki  oath  abjuring  the  pretended  prince  of 
Wales,  by  the  day  that  was  named  ; granting 
tbem a year  longer  to  consider  of  it;  for  it  was 
Bhilai  the  whole  party  was  now  come  eu- 
tsefy  into  the  queens  interests ; though,  on 
The  other  hsn>J,  it  was  given  our,  that  agents 
■ereco;ne  front  France,  on  design  to  persuade 
a£  peisons  to  lake  the  abjuration,  that  they 
wgM  become  capable  of  employments,  and  so 
ftigbt  in  time  be  a majority  in  parliament ; and 
in  tbit  means  the  Act  of  Succession,  and  the 
wth  imposed  by  it,  might  be  repealed.  When 
the  UU  for  thus  prolonging  the  time  was  brought 
«p  to  the  Lords,  a clause  was  added,  qualifying 
tW  persons,  who  should, in  the  new  extent  of 
tme,  take  the  oaths,  to  return  to  their  benc- 
Icfior  employments,  unless  they  were  already 
fcjilly  filled.  When  this  was  agreed,  two 
daesrs  of  much  greater  consequence  were  added 
tetbr  bill.  One  vras,  declaring  it  high-treason 
to  endeavour  to  defeat  the  succession  to  the 
cram,  as  it  was  now  limited  by  law,  or  to  set 
the  next  succession.  This  had  a prece- 
des m the  former  reign,  and  therefore  it  could 
>otbe  denied  now.  It  seemed  the  more  ne- 
ttsurv,  because  there  was  another  person  who 
tpfnlr  claimed  the  crown  ; so  that  a further 
■nntj  might  well  be  insisted  upon.  This  was 
ifeat  wrprize  to  many,  who  vyere  visibly  lin- 
es; at  the  motion,  but  were  not  prepared  for 
t,  tad  did  not  see  how  it  could  be  resisted.  The 
*kr  clause  was,  for  sending  the  abjuration  to 
Itliad,  and  obliging  all  there  (in  the  same 
E»ftoer  as  in  England)  to  take  it.  This  seemed 
Ac  more  reasonable,  considering  the  strength 
d the  Popish  interest  there.  Both  clauses 
J»«td  in  the  house  of  Lords,  without  any  op- 
:oo;  but  it  was  apprehended,  that  the 
moos  would  not  be  so  easy  ; yet,  when  !t 
***  «eot  to  them,  they  struggled  only  against 
Ae  first  clause,  that  barred  the  return  of  per- 
upon  the  taking  the  oaths,  into  places, 
thu  were  already  filled.  The  party  tried  their 

knty,  ensnare  our  children,  destroy  the  vitals 
.i  oar  happiness,  our  future  felicity,  and  con- 
‘iscnste  the  whole  mass;  and  therefore  they 
sit  to  be  rooted  out  of  this  nation,  if  ever  we 
•ecld  live  in  peace,  serve  God,  and  enjoy  our 
The  Commons,  after  the  author  and  his 
acre  discovered,  ordered  the  pamphlet 
tabe  burnt  by  the  common  hangman,  and  de 
F«  to  be  prosecuted.  He  pleaded  for  him- 
*-'•  that  be  gave  the  violent  churcli-tnen  hut 
Lmguage,  or,  at  least,  the  sense  of  their 
^ expressions,  when  they  tailed  of  ‘ hanging 
1 cut  bluod?  colours  and  banners  of  defiance  :* 
what  many  of  their  pamphlets  and 
^rnons,  as  well  as  their  conversation  tended 
* Bui  de  Fc*e  was  hoed  200/ , and  put  iu  the 
fionr  The  earl  of  Nottingham  is  said  to 
bun  mercy,  whilst  in  Newgate,  if  he 
m discover  w ho  set  him  to  write  this  pamph- 
«■'  Tindab 
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Thanks  to  the  Earl  ef  Marlborough,  be.  [i)4 

strength  upon  this,  and,  upon  their  success  in 
it,  they  seemed  resolved  to  dispute  the  other 
clause ; but  it  was  carried,  though  only  by  one 
voice,  to  agree  with  the  Lords.  When  the 
clause  relating  to  the  succession  was  rend,  sir 
Christopher  Musgmve  tried,  if  it  might  not  be 
made  a bill  by  itself,  and  not  put  a»  u clause  in 
another  bill ; but  seeing  the  house  was  resolr- 
ed  to  receive  both  clauses,  he  did  not  insist  on 
his  motion.  Every  body  was  surprized  to  see  a 
bill,  that  was  begun  in  favour  of  the  Jacobites, 
turned  so  terribly  upon  them;  since  by  it  a 
new  security  was  given,  both  in  Englaud  and 
Ireland,  for  a Protestant  successor. 

T/ianks  of  the  House  given  to  the  Duke  of 
Ormond , the  Ehrl  of  Marlborough,  and  Sir 
George  Hooke .]  During  this  interval  the  House 
resolved  now.  con.  to  give  their  Thanks  to  the 
duke  ol  Ormond, sir  George  Rooke,  and  the  carl 
of  Marlborough.  W Inch  was  done  accordingly : 
To  the  lords  Ormond  and  Marlborough,  by  a 
Committee  appointed  for  that  purpose  : and 
to  sir  George  Rooke  from  the  chair,  he  being  in 
his  place.  The  Answer  of  the  duke  of  Ormond 
was  to  this  purpose  : 

“ That  it  was  the  greatest  honour  which 
could  be  given  a subject : that  as  for  his  part, 
he  had  done  nothing,  but  what  was  his  duty  : 
that  all  the  troops  under  his  command  behaved 
themselves  very  gallantly ; and  he  desired  to 
express  his  utmost  thanks  for  the  honour  the- 
house  had  done  him." 

The  Earl  of  Marlborough  expressed  himself 
on  the  same  occasion  as  follows : 

“ That  nothing  could  add  to  the  satisfaction 
he  took  in  the  queen's  most  gracious  service, 
but  the  obliging  and  favourable  sense  which 
ihnt  bouse  whs  pleased  to  express  of  them,  (his 
endeavours  perhaps)  of  whicn  honour,  no  man 
could  he  more  truly  sensible  than  himself.  That, 
our  success  was  chiefly  to  be  imputed  to  God’s 
blessing  upon  her  majesty's  happy  conduct,  and 
the  great  bravery  of  her  own  troops,  and  those 
of  her  allies." 

The  Speaker's  Speech  to  sir  George  Rooke, 
and  his  reply,  are  a»  follow  : 

“ Sir  George  Hooke,  you  are  now  returned 
to  this  house,  after  a most  glorious  expedition  ; 
her  majesty  began  her  reign  with  a declaration 
that  her  heart  was  entirely  English,  and  heaven 
hath  made  her  triumph  over  the  enemies  of 
England  : For  this,  thanks  have  been  returned, 
in  a most  solemn  manner,  to  Almighty  God  ; 
there  remains  yet  a debt  of  gratitude  to  those 
who  have  been  the  instruments  of  so  wonderful 
a victory,  (the  duke  of  Ormond,  and  yourself, 
who  had  the  command  of  the  sea  and  land- 
forces.)  In  former  times,  admirals  and*  gene- 
rals have  had  success  against  France  aud  Spain 
alone,  hut  this  action  at  Vigo  hath  been  a vic- 
tory over  them  confederated  together : Yoti 
have  not  only  spoiled  the  enemy,  but  you  have 
enriched  your  own  country  ; common  victories 
bring  terror  to  the  conquered,  but  you  brought 
destruction  upon  them,  and  additional  strength 
to  England  : France  had  endeavoured  to  sup- 
port its  ambition  by  the  riches  of  India;  your 
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success,  Sir,  halli  only  left  them  the  burden  of 
Spain,  and  stript  them  of  the  assistance  of  it ; 
the  wealth  of  Spain  and  ships  of  France,  are  by 
this  victory  brought  over  to  our  ju&ter  cause. 
This  is  an  action  so  glorious  in  the  performance, 
and  so  extensive  in  its  consequence,  that  us  oil 
times  will  preserve  lire  memory  of  it,  so  every 
day  will  inform  us  of  the  benefit. — No  doubt, 
Sir,  but  in  France  you  are  written  in  remarka- 
ble characters  in  tire  black  list  of  those  who 
have  taken  French  gold;  and  it  is  justice  done 
to  the  duke  of  Onuond,  and  your  merit,  that 
ou  should  stand  recorded  in  the  registers  of  this 
ouse,  as  the  sole  instruments  of  this  glorious 
victory ; therefore  the  house  came  to  the  fol- 
lowing resolution.  Resolved,  neni.  con .,  That 
tire  thanks  of  this  house  he  gtven  to  the  duke  of 
Ormond,  and  sir  George  Rooke,  for  the  great 
and  signal  service  performed  lor  the  nation  at  sea 
and  land  : Which  thanks  1 now  return  you." 

To  which  sir  George  Rooke  answered  in  the 
following  terms : 

“ Mr.  Speaker,  I am  now  under  a great  dif- 
ficulty how  to  express  myself  upon  this  very 
great  occasion  ; 1 think  mystlf  very  happy,  that 
in  zeal  and  duty  to  your  service,  it  hath  been 
my  good  fortune  to  be  the  instrument  of  that 
which  may  deserve  your  notice,  and  much 
more  the  return  of  your  thanks.  1 am  extreme- 
ly sensible  of  this  great  honour,  and  shall  lake 
all  the  care  I can  to  preserve  it  to  my  grave, 
and  convey  it  to  my  posterity  without  spot  or 
blemish,  by  a constant  affection  and  zealous 
perseverance  in  the  queen’s  and  your  service. 
Sir,  no  man  hath  the  command  of  fortune,  hut 
every  man  hath  virtue  at  his  will ; and  though 
I may  not  always  be  successful  in  your  service, 
as  upon  this  expedition,  yet  1 may  presume  to 
assure  you,  I shall  never  be  the  more  faulty. — 
1 must  repeat  my  inability  to  express  myself  on 
this  occasion;  but  ns  I have  a due  sense  of  the 
honour  this  house  hath  been  pie  »sed  to  do  me, 
so  I shall  always  retain  a due  and  grateful  me- 
mory of  it;  and  though  my  duty  and  ullegiance 
are  strong  obligations  upon  ine,  to  do  my  best 
iu  the  service  of  my  country,  yet  I shall  always 
take  this  us  a particular  tye  upon  me,  to  do 
right  and  justice  to  your  service  upon  all  occa- 
sions." 

Mr.  Colepepper's  Petition.]  During  this  in- 
terval, likew  ise,  Mr.  Colepepper,  who  delivered 
the  famous  Keutish  Petition,*  and  was  under 
prosecution  for  the  same,  petitioned  the  house, 
that  proceedings  might  he  stopped ; upon  which 
lie  was  called  before  the  house,  and  being  ask- 
ed, Whether  he  was  sorry  for  the  several  scan- 
dalous and  seditious  practices  by  him  acted 
against  the  honour  and  privileges  of  that  house, 
against  the  pence  of  ihe  kingdom  in  general, 
and  the  quiet  of  his  own  country  in  particular: 
He  replied,  he  was  sorry.  Upon  which,  a re- 
solution passed  to  address  the  queen  to  stop 
proceedings,  according  to  the  prayer  of  the  said 
petition. 


03. — Augmentation  qf  the  Forets.  {S( 

The  Queen  $ Message  to  the  Commons,  for  at 
Augmentation  of  li*e  forces  A January  4 
1703.  The  Queen  sent  the  following  Meuifl 
to  the  House  of  Commons  : 

“ Her  Majesty,  having  received  several  let 
ters  from  the  States  General  of  the  United  Pru 
vinccs,  as  also  several  memorials  from  their  am 
bassadors,  setting  forth  the  great  apprehension 
they  lie  under,  from  the  extraordinary  prepan 
tions  of  France  to  attack  them  early  in  ti 
spring,  and  the  necessity,  as  they  conceived,! 
making  an  augmentation  of  the  forces  of  Enj 
land  and  Holhiud,  as  the  only  means  to  prcrci 
the  immediate  ruin,  which  threatened  the 
country,  was  pleased  thereupon  to  propose  son 
expedients  to  the  States  General,  which,  si 
hoped,  might  have  been  of  advantage  to  :l 
common  interest,  and  relieved  them,  in  son 
measure,  from  their  just  apprehensions,  witlio 
having  recourse  to  her  parliament:  But  tho 
expedients,  proposed  by  her  majesty  to  tl 
States  General,  not  having  pioduced  the  effvt 
she  hoped  for;  and  the  Stales  having  again  r 
netted  their  applications  to  her  majesty,  El- 
more earnestness  than  before,  to  assist  them, 
this  time  of  their  danger,  with  an  augmenUOt 
of  her  forces,  ax  the  only  means  to  disr*pjx^ 
ti  e effect  of  these  great  ana  early  preparation 
which  the  French  are  making  against  then 
her  majesty  has  commanded  the  several  lettft 
and  representations,  which  have  passed  b 
tween  her  majesty  and  the  Slates  Genera 
upon  this  subject,  to  be  herewith  transmit!! 
to  you,  that  you  may  the  better  judge  of  d 
danger,  which  threatens  them. 

“ Her  Majesty  conceives  this  matter  to  bt 
such  great  consequence,  as  indispensably  ol 
liges  her  to  acquaint  you  with  the  present  st*t 
of  it,  that  sl»e  may  have  \our  advice  upon  i 
not  doubting,  hut  you  will  t ike  such  measan 
upon  this  occasion,  as  may  he  most  for  ll 
honour  and  advantage  of  her  Majesty,  tl 
safety  of  her  kingdoms,  and  the  necessary  >uj 
port  of  her  allies." 

The  Commons'  Address  to  the  Queen  thereof 
In  compliance  with  this  Message,  the  Cowinm 
presented  the  following  Address: 

“ Most  gracious  sovereign  ; We  your 
tv’s  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Con 
mons  in  parliament  assembled,  do  beg  have  I 
return  your  majesty  our  humble  thunks  for  yet 
majesty’s  most  gracious  condescension,  in  cofl 
mtinicating  to  your  Commons  the  several  tn< 
monels,  transactions  and  lei  ters  that  hat 
passed  between  your  majesty  and  the  States-g* 
neral,  for  the  augmentation  of  your  mnjf*/ 
forces,  which  are  to  act  in  conjunction  with  lb 
forces jof  the  States-general ; by  all  which,  .T®0 
Commons  are  entirely  convinced  of  your  oi®J® 
ty’s  great  tenderness  for  your  subjects,  *n  nr 
laying  a greater  burthen  upon  them  than  then* 
ccssity  of  affairs  does  absolutely  require.— '■A0' 
your  Commons  do  humbly  assure  your  majest) 
that  in  case  your  majesty  shall  think  it  necess&r 
to  enter  into  any  further  negociation  li>r 
creasing  the  forces,  which  aie  to  act  in  c°n 


• See  vol.  5,  p.  1850. 
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fjoctwo  with  the  forces  of  the  States-general 
(£>:  whose  interest  and  preservation  we  shall 
ilw»ys  bare  the  greatest  regard)  your  Com- 
moos  will  enable  your  majesty  to  make  good 
tae  suae. — And  your  Commons  do  further 
ime  leave  humbly  to  beseech  your  majesty, 
thatjroa  will  be  pleased  to  insist  upon  it  with 
(he  Sutes-geueral,  that  there  be  an  immediate 
jKup  oi  all  posts,  and  of  all  letters,  bills,  and 
ill  other  correspondence,  trade  and  commerce 
pith  France  and  Spain,  whiih  your  Commons 
are  humbly  of  opinion  is  so  absolutely  neces- 
itrj  for  earning  on  the  just  and  necessary  war, 
pkeresn  your  majesty  is  engaged,  to  the  inter- 
rupt^ tbe  trade  of  your  enemies,  and  reducing 
them  to  the  greatest  streights ; that  your  Corn- 
Kom  do  humbly  desire,  that  England  may  not 
te  charged  with  the  pay  of  such  additional 
.troups,  but  from* the  day  4vht.11  such  stop  shall 
he  made  by  the  States  general.” 

The  Queen’s  Answer.*)  To  this  Address  of 
the  L oromons,  her  majesty  was  pleased  to  make 
the  tbUownig  Answer : 

"Gentlemen;  It  is  with  great  satisfaction, 
till  I receive  this  Address,  which  enables  me 
$9j0ui  with  the  States  general,  in  augmenting 
Mi  ibrccs,  according  to  their  desire.  1 make 
doubt,  but  the  condition,  you  mention,  will 
ie  approved,  since  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
hr  die  good  of  the  whole  alliance  ; and  I shall 
tta  nignt  send  direc'ions  to  my  minister  in 
HoilAud,  to  concur  with  the  States- general  in 
pnidiiig  the  troops  accordingly.” 

Xarrotirc  of  the  Commissioners  for  taking 

Public  Accmints,  in  relation  lo  the  Ac - 
ftwrt  of  the  Earl  of  Ranelagh.]  The  re- 
fer? of  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  take 
tie  Public  Account*,  was  a business  that  took 
up  much  time  this  Session.  They  began  with 
tic  Earl  of  Ranelagh  as  Paymaster-general  of 
theAnny,  and  drew  up  the  follow  ing  Ntfrrn- 

or  Report  of  their  Proceedings  ; which  Mr. 
Hfimley  presented  to  the  House  of  Commons 
on  the  11th  of  November,  viz. 

“ When  your  commissioners  entered  upon 
die  execution  of  the  trust,  lodged  in  them  by 
Act  ot  parliament,  they  applied  themselves,  in 
tie  first  place,  to  the  examination  of  ihe  general 
iw*;pb  and  issues  of  the  public  revenue,  for 
uljog  uaie  past,  as,  they  supposed,  their  com- 
mission would  'allow,  and  to  the  inspection  of 
fe  particular  management  of  those  offices, 
ttT'jugh  which  the  treasure  of  the  nation  is  con- 
ned into  the  Exchequer ; and  though  it  is 
Utle  more  than  seven  mouths,  ?ince  they  were 
constituted,  and  some  time  was  necessa- 
*i»;  »pcat  in  many  previous  preparations,  be- 
ta they  could  enter  upon  business,  as  well  as 
ktt  afterwards  by  that  interruption,  which  the 
of  a new  parliament  occasioned,  yet 
toej  will  in  few  days  be  ready  to  make  you  n 
•’tput  of  their  proceedings  upon  these  matters. 

“They  resolved  also  to  enquire  iuto  the 
»«ttg«nent  of  the  receipts  at  the  Exchequer, 
id  the  distribution  of  the  money  afterwards ; 

vol  vi. 


but  this  being  a large  field,  and  a work  of 
great  extent,  they  chose  chiefly  to  apply  them- 
selves to  the  two  great  branches,  the  Army,  anti 
Nary  ; for  the  services  of  which  47,074,089/. 
If.  3J</.  have  been  paid  to  the  several  Trea- 
surers and  Paymasters,  between  the  5th  of 
November,  1688,  and  Michaelmas  last;  of 
which  the  greatest  part  has  not  teen  at  all  ac- 
counted for.— Of  this  sum  Uie  earl  of  liaoe- 
lagfa,  Paymaster  of  the  Army,  has  received 
19,5 18,452/.  4s.  Id. 

“ Your  commissioners  began,  as  early  as 
they  could,  to  call  upon  his  lordship,  and  the 
other . officers  concerned  with  the  army,  for 
those  materials,  they  thought  necessary,  in  order 
to  the  examining  and  stating  his  account* ; and 
being  very  sensible  of  bis  lung  experience,  and 
great  abilities,  as  well  as  of  their  own  little  prac- 
tice in  things  of  this  nature,  they  endeavoured 
to  collect  such  papers,  and  ask  such  plain  ques- 
tions, us  must,  if  fairly  complied  with  and  punc- 
tually answered,  lay  all  open  to  their  view. 

il  That  your  commissioners  might  the  better 
judge  what  was  proper  for  them  to  ask  of  his 
lordship,  they  writ  to  him/ April  the  15th,  for 
a true  copy  of  his  commission,  together  with 
such  instructions,  ns  he  had  at  any  time  receiv- 
ed, for  the  execution  thereof. 

“ May  the  15th,  your  commissioners  issued 
a precept  to  his  lordship,  for  accounts  to  be 
exhibited,  on  Thursday,  the  25th  of  June,  accord- 
ing to  the  schemes  they  pi  escribed  him,  of  the 
balance  remaining  in  his  bands  on  the  5th  of 
November,  1688 ; of  all  money  lie  had  received, 
between  that  tune,  and  the  25lh  of  December, 
1701;  of  all  deductions  made  from  the  regi- 
ments; and  also  of  all  his  payments  whatso- 
ever. 

u His  lordship,  in  return  to  this  precept, 
brought  to  your  commissioners  general  abstracts 
of  accounts  with  gross  items  of  his  payments, 
and  such  us  were  in  no  respect  conformable  lo 
the  method,  they  prescribed ; and,  among 
oilier  things,  his  lordship  urging  the  great  pains 
and  expence  of  time,  it  would  require,  to  be  so 
particular  as  they  desired,  that  therefore  the 
least  trouble  possible  might  be  given  him,  your 
commissioners  only  insisted,  that  he  should 
make  up  for  them  such  regimental  accounts, 
to  the  last  of  March,  1692,  inclusive,  as  from 
that  time  he  bad  been  obliged  to  do  by  act 
of  parliament.  With  this  his  lordship  was 
sometimes  pleased  to  say,  he  would  comply, 
and  immediately  afterwards  to  affirm  it  to  be 
impracticable.  They  argued,  that  it  was  im- 
possible for  him  to  make  out  debentures,  for 
clearing  the  regiments  to  this  time,  if  he  had 
not  had  all  his  payments  upon  account  to  them 
before  him;  and  that  the  gross  sums,  delivered 
in  to  your  Commissioners,  must  arise  from 
particulars.  At  last  his  lordship  owned,  that 
in  the  books  of  his  office  they  were  continued, 
with  all  his  payments  to,  and  for  the  use  of,  the 
forces,  digested  legimentally.  Much  time 
having  been  unprofitably  spent  in  conference* 
and  letters,  that  no  more  might  be  lost,  nor  his 
lordship  put  to  the  trouble  of  picking,  as  be 
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called  it,  these  payments  out  of  his  ledger, 
they  desired,  he  would  please  to  let  them  have 
the  originals,  and  promised  to  take  that  labour 
vff  his  hands. 

“ His  lordshio  then  began  to  dispute  their 
authority  to  require  any  of  these  accounts, 
which  had  been  laid  before  former  commis- 
sioners, and  some  of  which  had  been  pnssed  by 
the  auditors  : Though  your  commissioners  must 
beg  leave  to  observe,  that  his  lordship  had  al- 
ready brought  them  abstracts  of  these  accounts 
and  never  disputed  their  authority,  till  they 
called  upon  him  to  lay  before  them  such  fur- 
ther particulars,  as  they  thought  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  perfect  examining  and  true 
statiug,  of  them  ; and  that  his  lust  account,  for 
15  months,  ending  the  31st  of  March,  169'2, 
was  not  declared  tdl  after  they  had  sent  to  him 
tor  his  accounts,  and  very  few  days  before  he 
made  his  return. 

“ That  your  commissioners  might  be  able  to 
judge,  whether  the  ledgers,  in  his  lordship’s 
office,  would  answer,  what  was  expected  from 
them,  they  sent,  July  the  '2nd,  a member  of  this 
commission,  with  one  of  the  accomptauts,  to 
inspect  them  ; but  his  lordship  refused  to  sof- 
ter it,  and,  after  taking  more  than  7 weeks,  to 
cou.i'ut  !.is  counsel  (which  he  had  promised  to 
do  in  C a j nr  three  days)  whether,  by  law,  he 
w '.bilged  to  comply  with  what  your  cuinrnis- 
ti'-no's  li  id  desired,  at  last,  August  the  19th, 
he  -ent  them  two  books,  but  at  the  same  time 
acquainted  them  by  letter,  that  he  thought  it 
both  re  tollable,  and  necessary,  to  take  such 
abstracts,  as  might  readily  inform  him,  what 
they  Contained,  should  any  misfortune  happen 
to  thorn  : Upon  which,  your  commissioners, 

taking  into  consideration  his  lordship’s  great 
care  and  caution,  and  the  jealousies,  he  seemed 
to  have  of  them,  directed  the  hooks  to  be  seal- 
ed i p,  and  no  use  to  be  made  of  them*  till  the 
abstracts  had  been  examined  and  compared. 

“ His  lordship’s  clerks  were  so  uncertain  in 
their  attendance,  and  so  often  ill,  or  out  of 
town,  that  three  weeks  passed,  before  this  could 
be  finished ; and  then,  upon  your  commis- 
sioners looking  into  them,  it  soon  appeared, 
they  were  in  no  sort  what  they  expected,  or 
what  his  lordship  had  given  them  reason  to  be- 
lieve they  were. 

“ These  disappointments  discouraged  not 
your  commissioners,  who  desired  his  lordship 
once  more  to  give  himself  the  trouble  of  com- 
ing to  them.  With  this  he  was  pleased  to 
comply  ; anrl  they  acquainted  him,  that  they 
thought  it  impossible  for  them  to  discharge 
their  duty  faithfully,  and  to  your  satisfaction, 
unless  they  had  the  credits  of  the  several  regi- 
ments more  particularly  stated  ; and  unless  lie 
was  pleased  to  distinguish,  what  he  paid  in 
cash,  and  what  he  had  deducted  for  poundage, 
hospital,  arms,  ammunition,  transportation, 
bread,  Ac.  His  lordship  said,  that,  if  your 
commissioners  would  name  any  regiment,  he 
could  soon  give  them  such  an  account  of  it  ; 
They  then  replied,  if  his  lordship  could  do  it  in 
one  instance,  he  uiuit  be  able,  in  a little  more 


time,  to  do  it  in  all  the  rest ; and  pressing  hit 
for  such  accounts,  he  thought  fit  again  to  lusis 
that  he  was  not  obliged  to  give  them  any  ft 
this  time  ; but  being  asked,  if  that  was  his  fin: 
resolution,  he  said,  he  would  look  for  tho: 
scraps  of  paper,  to  use  his  own  expre^.u 
which  Mr.  Abbot  perhaps  might  have  left  b 
hind  him,  and  endeavour  to  give  them  satisfa 
tion.  They  let  his  lordship  know,  heshou 
have  immediately  a precept,  to  this  effect,  fro 
them  ; and  accordingly,  as  soon  as  it  could  I 
dictated,  ami  writ,  it  was  dispatched  to  I 
lordship’s  office;  but  he  had  just  before  tab 
coach,  and  was  goue  to  Crauborne  ; and  fro 
that  time  they  have  bad  no  such  accouot  fre 
hrm. 

“ Notwithstanding  all  these  difficulties,  tl 
your  commissioners  have  laboured  under,  fre 
the  delays,  neglects,  and  imperfect  accoun 
they  have  received  from  the  paymaster  oft 
army,  and  the  little  satisfaction  they  haven 
wuh,  in  i heir  enquiries,  from  those  other  offio 
that  were  chiefly  instituted,  us  checks  and  ca 
trolls  upon  the  paymaster  ; yet,  that  noth! 
might  he  wanting,  on  their  part,  to  discbtu 
the  trust  reposed  in  them,  they  have  exaiui 
ed,  as  well  as  they  have  been  able,  the-  pn 
master's  accounts  between  the  1st  of  Janua: 
168r,and  the  last  of  Match,  1092  ; and  thon 
they  cannot  pretend  (to  present)  you  will 
perfect  state  of  them,  yet  they  shall  lioml 
lay  before  you,  what  method  they  have  take 
and  what  observations  have  occurred  to  the 
upon  the  said  accounts. 

“ They  have  examined  the  earl  of  Ranelng 
Charge,  which  appears  to  consist  of  the  fi 
lowing  particulars : 


Balance  due  from  the  Ac-  t£.  s.  • 
comptaut  at  the  foot  of 
the  preceding  Account.  - - 3,985  IS 
The  Exchequer  Charge  - - 3,838,540  18' 
What  his  Lordship  volunta- 
rily charges  -----  64,359  6 
Interest  received  on  Tallies, 
more  than  what  his  lord- 
ship brings  to  account  - - - 4,314  8 


“ Ills  lordship’s  Answer  to  the  charge  ofi 
tcrest,  received  on  tallies,  is,  that  these  talli 
were  assigned  over  to  several  persons,  "ho  i 
ceived  the  interest;  and  therefore  he  ought  n 
to  be  charged  with  it.  He  aliedges,  that  it  h 
been  his  constant  course,  to  write  his  name  u 
on  the  back  of  the  orders,  without  any  form 
assignment ; that  these  orders  were  then  d 
livered  to  such,  as  had  a fight  to  receive  the* 
with  all  the  intere  due  from  the  date  of  then 
and  that  upon  examination,  it  appears,  th 
when  the  money,  due  on  such  orders,  has  be* 
received  at  the  Exchequer,  acquittances  ha' 
been  written  over  the  paymaster’s  name,  as 
he  had  received  both  principal  and  interes 
Upon  which,  your  commissioners  observic 
whit  his  lordship  affirmed,  they  thought  it  pr< 
per  to  write  to  him,  to  come  prepared  with  ev 
dence.  to  justify  this  answer  to  their  charge  < 
•‘•ter ext ; m return  to  which  In*  loirixhip 
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<joaiiited  the®,  that  Mr.  pigeon,  his  clerk,  be* 
mg  oat  of  town,  he  could  not  so  soon  be 
ready:  And  since  that  tiuac  they  have  never 
Ward  fro®  him. 

“ Your  commissioners  have  still  charged  him 
this  interest ; and  they  beg  leave  to  take 
oxice,  that  the  method  his  lord' hip  uses  in 
his  Ass-gnrutnts  of  tallies,  appears  to  then}  a 
practice  very  liable  to  fraud,  and  capable  of 
c&renng  any;  and  since  no  date  of  assign* 
»em  appears,  nor  other  name,  but  his  lord- 
*bip  s,  or  bis  agents,  your  commissioners- con- 
cent it  their  duty  to  charge  him  with  all  inter- 
est received  upon  the  same. — If  they  are  right 
m these  particulars,  then  his  lordship’s  charge 
for  this  time,  as  far  as  it  has  been  in  their 
power  to  state  it,  amounts  to  4,344/.  8*.  3d. 
more,  than  be  has  made  it. 

44  As  to  his  lordship’s  discharge,  they  have  nt 
present,  for  the  reasons  before  mentioned, 
ooij  these  following  observations  to  lay  before 
yw:  1.  That  all  the  regiments,  troops  and 
companies,  which  were  in  the  service  of  the 
ke  king  James,  and  which  it  is  notorious,  had 
Ota;  Popish  officers  and  soldiers  in  them,  and 
•He  broke,  and  dispersed,  upon  the  earl  of 
Ffursham’s  disbanding  the  army  on  the  13th 
ef  December  1680,  nre,  by  warrant  upon  bis 
bnhlip's  certificate  of  debentures, paid  compleat 
to  several  days  in  January,  February,  March, 
12J  April,  following.  2.  That  the  warrants, 
if  several  such  payments,  bear  <late,  some  a 
tear,  others  two  years,  after  the  •e.’d  regi- 
ments, troops,  and  companies,  were  disbanded. 
$.  That  there  are  several  warrants,  for  paying 
compleat  numbers  allowed  on  the  eslabitth- 
a«»t,  notwithstanding  any  defect  in,  or  want 
w,  master-rolls.  4.  That  there  is  a warrant, 
iked  the  17 ih  of  October,  1689,  to  the  audi- 
tors of  the  Imprests,  to  allow  his  lordship  the 
w*  of  172,340/.  which  he  had  direction  from 
ha  majesty  to  pay  to  several  persons,  without 
liednctions.  The  auditors  are  not  to  charge 
tlx- persons  aforesaid  with  these  sums  or  any 
jar.  thereof;  his  majesty  reserving  the  exami- 
nation of  the  particular  disbursements  to  him- 
fcif,  or  to  such,  as  be  shall  appoint  for  that 
purpose.  5.  That  his  lordship  discharges  him* 
*n  of  several  sums,  paid  for  levying  the  lord 
Mordaunt’s  (now  carl  of  Peterborough)  and 

John  Guise’s  regiments,  although  your 
comskioners  find,  one  of  the  articles  in 
u*  account,  laid  before  this  house,  of  the 
dargp,  the  Stales  General  bad  been  at  in  the 
Moiution.  and  upon  which  you  paid  them 
600,000/.  is  for  raising  the  regiments  of  the 
ford  Mcrdaunt,  sir  Robert  Peyton,  sir  John 
Guise,  and  others.  And  here  your  commis- 
^ters  must  observe,  that  the  earl  of  Levan's 
Kliment  is  paid  from  the  5tb  of  November, 
W88,  the  earl  of  Monmouth’s  from  the  10th, 
«yi  that  of  colonel  Lu  iter  ell’s,  from  the  23d, 
d the  said  mouth,  though  his  late  majesty 
kded  in  England  on  the  5th  of  November, 
in  days  before  the  second,  and  nineteen  days 
■dbfe  the  last.  Besides,  as  to  the  payment 
0J  1582 L 2i.  to  the  earl  of  Monmouth,  yoilr 


I commissioners  find  the  vouchers  signed,  and, 
they  believe,  unit,  by  the  said  earl  himself; 
in  which  it  is  expressed,  that  part  of  this  sum 
was  received  from  Mr.  Row,  part  from  the 
Dutch  paymaster,  and  the  rest  from  the  earl 
Kanelagh : Now  his  lordship  hath  surcharged 
himself  with  what  was  paid  by  Mr.  Row,  but 
not  (us  he  ought  to  have  done)  with  w hat  was 
paid  by  the  Dutch  paymaster.  6.  Tha% 
whereas  his  lordship  discharges  himself  of  seve- 
ral sums,  paid  by  warrant  to  captain  Matthew 
Smith,  captain  Anthony  Power*  and  captain 
Henry  Davies,  and  bus  passed  his  account  for 
the  same,  by  vouchers  under  their  hands,  the 
said  captains  Smith  and  Davies  have  made 
positive  oaths,  that  their  hands  nre  forged  ; 
and  your  commissioners  have  reason  to  suspect, 
that  captain  Powers’s  hand  is  so  too  ; and,  as 
ail  undeniable  evidence  of  this  fact,  in  what 
concerns  captain  Smith  it  appears  to  your  com- 
missioners, that,  after  his  lordship  had  made 
use  of  the  voucher,  in  order  to  stop  a com- 
plaint, which  was  coming  into  this  house,  he 
made  up  captain  Smiths  account,  and  paid 
him  the  balance.  7.  That  some  of  his  lord- 
ship's  vouchers  for  payments  arc  only  loos# 
papers,  put  into  warrants,  wills  a uanie,  and 
nothing  more,  writ  on  them.  8.  That  the 
payments  differ  very  much,  in  many  particu- 
lars, Irom  the  establishments:  That  there  are 
rastues  in  some  warrants,  and  very  extraordi- 
nary payments  directed  in  others ; of  which 
your  commissioneis  will  give  you  the  instances, 
when  you  please  to  require  them.  9.  That 
his  lordship  charges  himself,  for  interest  re- 
ceived 916/.  due  intermediately  upon  tallies, 
transferred  over  to  sir  Joseph  Herne:  your 
commissioners  find  a warrant,  signed  by  the 
late  king,  for  allowing  the  earl  of  Ranclagh 
this  sum,  ns  {paid  to  George  Clark,  esq.  for 
secret  service,  together  with  another  sum, 
paid  to  Rudolph  Kien,  of  two  thousand  pounds, 
without  account ; and  also  a privy  seal,  dated 
the  18th  of  June  last,  for  the  auditor  to  allow 
his  lordship  the  same,  upon  his  accounts : 
And,  upon  further  enquiry,  it  appears  to  your 
commissioners,  that  the  said  sum  of  916/.  (the 
only  interest  his  lordship  brings  to  account)  was 
never  paid,  as  is  pretended,  to  George  Clark, 
esq.  but  his  name  was  only  used  in  trust  lor 
his  lordship,  who  had  the  same  to  his  own 
proper  life.  30  That,  whereas  his  lordship 
discharges  himself  by  payments  to  colonel  Cun- 
ningham, and  to  lieutenant-colonel  St.  John, 
each  2,000/.  your  commissioners  are  not  very 
well  satisfied  with  his  lordship’s  vouchers  for 
the  same,  and  are  making  further  inquiry  into 
that  matter ; but,  in  the  mean  lime,  they  think 
themselves  obliged  to  acquaint  you,  that  col. 
Cunningham  l ath  made  oath,  that  he  repaid 
to  the  earl  of  Kanelagh  1,500/.  or  thereabouts, 
in  part  of  the  2,000/.  which  had  been  imprested 
to  him ; and  this,  your  commissioners  con- 
ceive. his  lordship  ought  to  have  surcharged 
himself  with. 

“ To  their  observations,  upon  these  ac- 
counts, your  commissioners  have  only  tluf 
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further  to  add,  that  the  earl  of  Ranelagh 
makes  the  balance  of  his  accofint,  due  to  him- 
feelf,  185,268/.  14#.  0 d, 

“ 'Hie  army  was  cleared  to  the  last  of  March, 
1692;  and  therefore  your  commissioners  made 
tills  the  first  period  ul  time  for  their  examining 
the  paymasters  accounts.  They  have  not  been 
able  to  proceed  much  further  upon  those, 
winch  follow,  and  which  seem  to  be  laid  before 
them  very  confused  and  imperfect ; for,  upon 
the  little  inspection  they  have  made  into  them, 
they  observe,  his  lordship’s  discharges  are  ge- 
nerally by  payments  of  gross  sums,  upon  ac- 
count : Others  by  pay  men  is  to  several  per- 

sons, for  several  services,  and  on  several  oc- 
casions, without  specifying  the  services,  or 
occasions.  Particularly,  he  discharges  himself, 
in  some  instances  thus : 


Paid  to  several  persons,  for 
especial  services,  and  for 
sundry  disbursements  for 
especial  services,  relating  to  j£.  #.  d. 

the  forces  -----  $7,150  16  3 

Paid  to  several  persons,  for 
contingencies  of  divers  na- 
tures   50,929  17  3} 

To  Monsieur  Schuylenburg, 
for  several  sums  advanced 
by  him,  for  several  services 
relating  to  the  forces  - - 76,177  8 0$ 


“ There  are  several  other  very  great  sums, 
charged  for  loss  by  remittances,  and  for  secret 
services,  without  account ; but  with  these,  and 
others  of  the  like  nature,  your  commissioners 
will  not  at  present  trouble  you  : They  only  b<*g 
leave  frnthcr  to  observe,  that  his  lordship  has 
forgot  to  carry  a balance,  due  from  him,  of 


20,792/.  7s.  Id. 

.And  that,  in  another  account, 

he  makes  the  balance,  due  j£.  s.  d. 

to  himself 58  886  12  0 

But  has  carried  to  the  follow- 
ing account  -----  98,420  13  11 
Which,  according  to  his  own 
calculation,  is  more  ihau  it 
ought  to  be  -----  39,543  1 11 


“As  your  commissioners,  from  these,  and 
other  the  like,  instances,  Bee,  that  these  sub- 
sequent accounts  are  ns  extraordinary,  and  no 
less  imperfect,  than  the  former;  so  they  have 
great  reason  to  apprehend,  that,  when  they 
shall  call  upon  his  lordship,  to  lay’ others  be- 
fore them,  in  such  n method,  as  they  conceive 
most  necessary,  for  their  due  examining  and 
stating  of  them,  it  cannot  be  complied  with  ; 
because,  when  they  sent  two  of  their  own 
members  with  a precept  to  his  lordship,  to  see 
whether  he  had  kept  such  a register  of  his 
regimental  account*,  as  he  was  required  to  do 
by  a clause  in  an  act,  passed  in  the  4th  and  5th 
of  the  late  king  ami  queen  (for  punching  of- 
ficers, ttud  soldiers,  who  shall  mutiny,  oi 
desert)  and  continued,  by  several  other  acts, 
till  the  10th  of  April,  1698,  they  reported, 
that  there  was  no  such  register  kept ; that 


neither  his  lordship,  nor  those  he  employed, 
owned  they  knew  of  the  clause;  hut  that  his  lord- 
ship  desired  to  know,  where  it  was  to  be  found, 
and  said,  he  would  read  it,  before  he  slept 
They  reported  also,  that  his  lordship  seenset 
as  ignorant  of  the  like  clause,  passed  in  auo 
ther  act  of  the  last  session,  against  mutiny  am 
desertion  ; and  that  he  has  kept  no  such  regis 
ter  in  his  office. 

u This  Narrative,  and  these  Observation 
your  commissioners  humbly  submit  to  the  cuu 
sideration  of  the  house. 

W.  Bromley.  Godf.  Copley. 

11.  St.  John.  J.  Brydges. 

T.  Coke.  It.  Byerley. 

Fa.  Scobell. 

The  Earl  of  Ranclugh’s  Answer  to  the  sai 
Narrative.]  On  the  30th  of  Novemb* 
the  earl  of  Ranelagh  presented  to  the  Hod 
of  Commons  his  Answer  to  the  Narrative,  an 
Objections,  of  the  Commissioners  for  takin 
the  Public  Accounts,  relating  to  his  Account! 
and  the  same  was  read,  and  is  as  followed] 
viz. 

The  Answer  of  Richard  earl  of  Rnnelagl 
Paymaster  General  of  her  Majesty’s  Force 
&c.  To  the  Narrative,  and  Object  ion 
relating  to  his  Accounts,  contained  in 
Paper,  under  the  hands  and  seals  of  til 
seven  Commisdoners  of  Accounts,  and  h 
them  delivered  to  this  honourable  Iious 
on  Wednesday,  the  11th  day  of  this  ii 
stant  November,  1702. 

“ The  said  Paymaster,  in  the  first  plan 
returns  his  humble  thanks  to  this  house,  ft 
their  having  ordered  him  a copy  of  the  sal 
Narrative,  &c.  and  a time  to  answer  it. 

u In  the  next  place,  he  must  say,  that  f 
cannot  but  think  himself  very  unhappy,  to  fa 
under  so  severe  animadversions,  as  are  cot 
tained  in  the  said  Narrative,  after  his  havid 
been  17  years  in  his  office,  without  any  materi; 
objection  made  to  bis  management,  either  l 
the  six  former  commissions  of  accounts,  or  fc 
any  other  person  whatsoever. 

“In  the  3d  place,  he  must  observe  to  ih 
honourable  house,  that  his  office  of  Pnymash 
is  altogether  ministerial  : that,  though.  1 
virtue  of  it,  he  hath  received  vast  sums  of  d 
public  revenue,  no  less  than  one-and-tweu! 
millions,  and  upwards,  between  the  1st  < 
January,  1685,  and  this  day,  yet  he  bathe 
power  to  issue  the  same,  but  according  to  e 
tablishtnents,  regulations  of  subsistence,  an 
warrants  signed  by  the  crown,  or  according  1 
the  directions  of  the  Lord  High  Treasurer,  < 
Commissioners  of  the  Treasury : that  he  new 
receives  any  money  from  the  Exchequer,  hi 
by  orders  of  the  Treasury;  and  most  con 
monly,  if  not  always,  the  uses,  to  which  tl» 
sum,  so  ordered,  is  to  be  applied,  are  partirt 
larly  set  down  and  expressed  in  the  same  ordei 

“ In  the  4th  place,  be  must  observe,  that 
during  the  said  17  years  of  his  management 
he  hath  had  the  misfortune  to  bury  three  depu 
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us.  2nd  all  other  the  officers,  which  he  found 
a hs oficr,  when  he  first  entered  upon  it ; by 
t!saA  ntesns  bn  books  are  not  in  to  good  order, 
s he  temily  wishes  they  were  ; but,  »hat- 
■*m  trouble  this  creates  to  him,  he  will  use 
he  utmost  care,  that  the  public  shall  not  suffer 
by  it. 

“ Is  tbe  5th  place,  he  must  obserre,  that 
aitttl  millions  of  the  aforesaid  sum,  received 
h t'liaj,  were  issued  and  paid  out  by  his  depu- 
ties m Holland,  Flanders,  Germany,  and  the 
West  ladies : that  this  variety  of  payments,  in 
si  many  places,  hath,  as  may  easily  be  be- 
fell, oe^ot  some  confusion  io  his  vouchers ; 
vfcch,  howsoever,  he  doth  not  doubt  to  set 
though  with  great  trouble. 

41  What  the  said  Paymaster  hath  next  to  ob- 
*r\r,  is,  that  the  paper,  to  which  he  is  to  an- 
•**r.  contains,  first,  a narrative  of  proceedings 
between  the  seven  commissioners,  and  him  : 
■cordly,  ten  observations  of  theirs  upon  his 
fcccjnts,  parsed,  and  declared  : thirdly,  some 
isinsddversions,  not  numbered,  on  his  accounts, 
Wt  jet  passed. 

“As  to  the  Narrative,  the  said  Paymaster 
iKS**rs,  that,  pursuant  to  a letter  of  theirs, 
the  15th  of  April  last,  desiring  a true 
frprofhis  commission,  be  sent  them  his  two 
filial  patents,  under  the  Great  Seal  of  Eng- 
hsJ ; the  one,  from  the  lute  king  James  ; the 
from  the  late  king  William. 

“ He  owns,  that  he  received  a precept  from 
Aea,  dated  the  15th  of  May  last,  requiring 
Unto  exhibit  to  them,  on  Thursday,  the  25th 
af June  following,  according  to  tlie  schemes 
therein  prescribed,  the  balance  remaining  in 
fe  hands  on  the  5th  of  Nov.  1633,  and  ac- 
toac'.s  of  all  his  receipts,  and  payments  be- 
t»cen  tint  time,  and  the  25th  of  Dec.  1701. 

u He  saith,  that,  in  pursuance  of  his  precept, 
Attended  the  said  commissioners  oil  the  day 
fc»med,  and  then  delivered  to  them  a 
jjper,  intituled,  A State  of  the  Accounts  of 
fcdhrd  earl  of  Ranclaiih,  Paymaster-general  of 
brraajrsty’s  forces,  &c.  from  the  1st  of  Ja- 
■Mry,  16S5  (on  which  day  he  first  entered 
Joo  the  execution  of  that  office)  to  the  last  of 
March,  1692,  inclusive,  being  six  years  and 
ffrt* months  ; as  also  a state  of  the  poundage, 
Started  by  him  within  the  same  time  : the 
paper  telling  them,  that,  by  that  State, 
they  tai^ht  see,  at  one  view,  the  whole  of  his 
■wills,  and  payments,  within  that  time ; 

could  not  be  clear  to  them  by  any  State, 
^pwriag  from  the  5th  of  November  1638,  as 
desired ; since  the  balances  of  his  ac- 
coonri,  preceding  that  period,  would  not  ap- 
f*sr.  He  likewise  told  them,  that  his  ac- 
coanu,  for  the  said  six  years  and  three  months, 
*5re,  m number,  seven,  and  were  all  actually 
and  declared  ; nnd  that  he  had  a qui~ 
upon  each  of  them  : and  he  then  de- 
to  them  true  copies  of  the  said  seven 
*cwnts  ; as  also  an  abstract  of  his  account, 
before  Mr.  Auditor  Bridges,  from  the  1st 
f April,  1692,  (being  the  next  day  after  his 
-’account,  declared,  ended,  as  aforesaid)  to 


the  last  of  September,  1695,  inclusive  ; and  an 
abstract  of  his  account,  lying  before  Mr. 
Auditor  Done,  from  the  1st  of  October,  1695, 
to  the  25th  of  March,  1699,  inclusive  ; each  of 
the  said  two  accounts  being  for  three  years 
and  an  half,  in  all,  seven  years ; his  receipts, 
and  payments,  for  that  time,  being  divided 
into  the  said  two  accounts,  by  order  of  the 
then  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury,  thnt 
so  both  the  auditors  might  proceed  to  examine, 
and  state,  the  said  two  accounts,  at  one  and 
the  same  time,  for  the  more  speedy  dispatch  of 
them.  He  also  then  told  them,  that  he  was 
making  ready  three  further  accounts,  which 
should  contain  all  his  receipts,  and  payments, 
from  the  said  25tli  of  March,  1699,  to  the 
25th  of  December,  1701,  being  two  years  and 
three  quarters  : so  that,  by  these  twelve  ac- 
counts, viz.  the  said  seven  declared  accounts, 
the  said  two  acconnts,  lying  before  the  two 
auditors,  and  the  said  three  accounts,  pre- 
paring, they  might  see  all  his  receipts,  and  pay- 
ments, from  the  1st  of  January,  1G85,  to  the 
25th  of  December,  1701,  being  16  years  he 
desiring  nothing  more,  than  to  lay  all  his  public 
transactions  plainly  before  them:  and  at  the 
same  time  he  delivered  to  them  a current  ac- 
count of  his  receipts,  and  payments,  from  the 
said  25th  of  December.  1701,  to  the  24th  of 
June,  1702;  he  being  required  so  to  do  by 
two  precepts  of  theirs : and,  on  the  29th  of 
June  lost,  he  sent  them,  ns  they  desired,  the 
original  parchment  duplicates  of  the  said 
seven  declared  accounts,  which  the  said  Com- 
missioners, however,  are  pleased  to  call  ge- 
neral abstracts  of  accounts,  with  gross  items  of 
his  payments. 

“ On  the  26th  of  Septemher  last  lie  sent  to 
them  the  three  accounts,  which,  he  told  them 
on  the  25th  of  June,  he  was  making  ready  ; 
which  contained  his  receipts,  and  payments, 
from  the  said  25th  of  March,  1699,  to  the  25th 
ofDeccniber,  1701  ; and  which  he  could  not 
possibly  make  ready  sooner,  by  reason  of  the 
multiplicity  of  his  other  public  business  ; p&r- 
I ticularly,  by  his  being  obliged,  by  act  of  par- 
I liament,  to  make  out  all  the  debentures,  payn- 
| l>le  out  of  the  forfeited  lands  in  Ireland,  by 
the  noth  of  September  lust  ; which  was  a very 
tedious,  troublesome,  and  voluminous  work  : 
and  on  the  said  26th  of  September  last  he  like- 
wise sent  them  a current  account  of  his  re- 
ceipts, and  payments,  from  the  24th  of  June 
last,  to  the  1st  of  September  last  : so  that  he 
can  safely  say,  he  made  as  much  haste,  as  pos- 
sibly he  conld,  to  comply  frith  their  several 
precepts  ; and  he  did  then  think,  that,  having 
thus  laid  all  his  accounts  before  them,  they 
would  have  applied  themselves  to  examine, 
and  state,  such  of  his  accounts,  as  were  not 
passed,  and  declared  ; which  were  five  in 
number,  and  contained,  as  aforesaid,  all  his 
receipt*,  and  payments,  from  the  1st  of  April, 
1692,  to  the  25th  of  December  last,  being  nine 
years  and  three  quarters  ; his  receipts,  for  that 
time,  amounting  [to]  14,798,215/.  0*.  5d.  But 
the  said  Paymaster  soon  found,  that  the  Com- 
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missioners,  instead  of  proceeding  upon  his  said 
five  accounts,  not  yet  passed,  were  resolved 
to  lay  open  and  unravel  four  of  his  seven  ac- 
counts, passed,  and  declared,  and  upon  each 
of  which  he  had  a quietus  est  ; the  said  four 
accounts  beginning  from  the  1st  of  January, 
1687,  and  ending  the  last  of  March,  1692 ; 
for,  on  the  27th  of  June  last,  being  but  two 
days  after  he  had  delivered  them  so  many  of 
his  accounts,  as  aforesaid,  they  sent  him  a 
precept,  to  make  up  regimental  accounts,  for 
the  time  of  the  said  four  accounts,  in  the  same 
manner,  as  he  was  required  to  do  by  act  of 
parliament,  and  had  done  from  the  l*t  of  April, 
1692,  to  the  25th  of  March,  1699;  and  the 
next  day,  when,  by  summons  he  waited  on  them 
in  their  office,  they  insisted  upon  this  direc- 
tion : to  which  the  Paymaster  answered,  that 
the  Act,  which  required  regimental  accounts 
for  the  time  aforesaid,  did  not  look  hack  be- 
yond the  1st  of  April,  1692  : that  the  reason  of 
its  requiring  such  accounts  for  that  time,  was, 
because  the  army  bad  not  been  cleared  be- 
tween the  said  1st  of  April,  1692,  and  the  said 
25th  of  March,  1699 ; which  reason  could 
have  no  operation  in  what  they  now  directed, 
since  the  army  was  cleared  to  the  last  of 
March,  1692  : that,  when  he  passed  the  said 
four  accounts  before  the  auditors,  he  had  deli- 
vered up  all  his  vouchers,  relating  to  them ; 
which  made  it  almost  impracticable  for  him  to 
comply  with  their  directions  : that,  though  his 
books  might,  in  some  measure,  guide  his  com- 
pliance, yet,  he  could  not,  in  justice  to  himself, 
and  family,  consent  to  lay  open  his  accounts, 
upon  which  he  had  his  quietus  est.  He  like- 
wise told  them  then,  or  soon  after,  that  he  did 
not  think  (with  great  submission  to  them)  that 
they  had  atiy  authority  to  unravel  passed  and 
declared  accounts;  and  that  none  of  the  six 
former  Commissions  of  Accounts  had  ever  pre- 
tended to  do  it. 

*•  Upon  this  they  required  him  to  send  them 
the  original  ledgers  oi  his  office,  from  the  1st 
of  January,  1687,  to  the  last  of  March,  1692  ; 
that  so  they  might  extract  and  frame  out  of 
them  such  regimental  accounts,  as  they  desired. 
To  this  he  answered,  that  he  had  no  distinct 
ledgers  for  that  particular  time  : that  leidgers 
were  no  public  books,  but  only  helps  to  an 
nccomptaut,  to  settle  accounts  with  his 
cashier : that  they  could  neither  charge,  nor 
discharge,  an  accomptant,  before  an  auditor ; 
and  therefore  they  were  never  offered,  or  ac- 
cepted, as  vouchers:  and  after  many  other  ar- 
guments, of  this  kind,  he  told  them,  that,  since 
it  was  plain,  they  required  them,  in  order  to 
ravel  into,  and  lay  open,  his  said  four  accounts, 
assed,  declared,  and  upon  each  of  which  lie 
ad  a Quiet  us  est , he  could  not  part  with  them  ; 
neither  did  he  think  (with  great  submission) 
they  had  any  authority  to  require  them,  none 
of  the  six  former  Commissions  of  Accounts 
having  ever  demanded  them. 

“ On  July  the  2d  they  sent  one  of  their 
number  to  his  office,  with  a precept,  directing 
the  Paymaster,  and  his  deputy  and  deputies, 
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his  clerk,  or  clerks,  belonging  to  his  sail 
office,  to  permit  and  assist  the  said  commia 
sioucr,  and  Mr.  Cartwright,  their  anuy  aocuinp 
taut,  to  inspect  the  ledgers  and  journals  ofth 
office,  which  contained  the  receipts,  and  pay 
ruen Is,  from  the  said  1st  of  January,  1687,  S 
the  last  of  March,  1692  : to  which  precept  li 
returned  an  answer,  which  the  said  corami: 
sioner writ  down;  the  substance  of  which  wa 
That  he  hoped,  they  would  not  take  it  ill,  if  i 
did  advise  with  counsel,  whether  any  of  r, 
Recounts,  passed  by  the  auditors,  could  be  la 
open  by  their  authority,  especially,  since  U 
said  accounts,  before  declared,  had  beeo  la 
before  former  Commissioners  of  Account 
Notwithstanding  this  answ  er,  they  sent  anotb 
precept  to  him,  dated  the  very  next  day,  r 
quiriug  the  said  books  to  be  laid  before  die 
the  next  morning;  and  by  a letter,  dated  U 
day  follow  ins,  being  a Saturday,  lie  was  sur 
moned  to  attend  them  in  their  office  on  Mouth 
morning,  where  and  when  they  repeated  tht 
earnestness  to  have  the  said  ledgers,  and  I 
still  insisted  to  have  time  to  advise  with  li 
counsel  : upon  which  they  told  him,  thi 
from  that  day,  they  intended  to  make  a r«* 
for  three  weeks,  or  a month  ; that  they  hope 
he  would  advise  with  his  counsel  in  the  met 
lime;  and  that,  if  lie  was  advised  to  defm 
the  said  ledgers,  their  secretary,  Mr.  Kira 
would  be  in  the  way  to  receive  them,  and  l 
give  a receipt  for  them.  To  this  he  answert 
he  would  lose  no  time  in  taking  advice,  nor  i 
delivering  hi»  books,  if  advised  thereto.  At 
cordingly,the  Wednesday  following,  he  cadet 
voured  to  meet  with  two  gentlemen,  who  hat 
always  been  his  counsel,  but  found,  they  wet 
both  gone  out  of  town,  to  attend  their  elet 
lions;  where  they  staid  till  the  beginning) 
August  ; on  the  4th  of  which  the  commissioner 
being  likewise  returned,  sent  him  a precep 
requiring  him,  on  Saturday  following,  to  ei 
hihit  his  said  original  ledgers  to  them,  or  h 
reasons,  in  writing,  why  he  refused  them 
which  order  they  repeated,  in  their  letter  i 
the  10th  of  that  month.  On  the  19th  < 
that  month  he  sent  them  a letter  wiiiti 
told  them,  that  the  reason,  they  had  w 
sooner  heard  from  him,  was,  his  counsel 
being  out  of  tow  n : that,  though,  upon  thei 
return,  they  had  both  agreed  in  opinion,  tta 
the  present  commission  of  accounts  gave  a 
authority  to  lay  open  any  account,  passed,  an 
declared,  which  had  been  before  the  form* 
commissions  of  accounts,  nor  to  demand  tb 
ledgers  of  any  accomptant  (they  being  nc 
public  books) yet,  to  shew  his  readinesss  to  gh 
them  any  satisfaction  he  could,  lie  had  sea 
them  his  two  original  ledgers,  from  the  1st  c 
January,  1685,  to  the  last  of  March,  1692 
and,  that  he  should  have  sent  them  sooner,  ha' 
he  not  thought  it  reasonable  to  take  sod 
abstracts  of  them,  as  might  inform  him,  whs 
they  contained,  should  any  misfortune  liappfi 
to  them  : which  word  “ Misfortune,*'  he  so 
lemnly  avers,  was  not  used  by  him,  out  of  an; 
jealousy  of  the  honourable  commission ers,  be 
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fertile  sake  of  their  army  accornptant,  who 
tathiaostiualiciously  and  scandalously  behaved 
himself  towards  the  said  Paymaster  for  some 
years  past. 

t;  Tbe  foregoing  particulars,  though  many, 
the  said  Paymaster  thinks  necessary  to  lay 
before  this  honourable  house,  that  they  may  he 
thereby  truly  informed,  from  whence  the  dis- 
putes and  differences  huve  arisen  between  the 
n/mrahsioners,  and  him.  As  to  his  part,  lie 
humbly  leaves  it  to  your  judgment  (to  which  he 
will  d*avs  readily  submit)  whether  he  was  in 
he  right,  to  iusist,  that  they  have  no  authority, 
n thtiroLMnmission,  to  lay  open  any  account 
nssed,  ami  declared,  and  which  hath  hereto- 
ore  been  examined  by  any  of  the  six  formor 
ii.ioi  missions  of  accounts  : but,  that  it  may  not 
le  thought,  he  starts  this  question,  in  order  to 
belter  himself  against  answering  the  particular 
injections  in  their  Narrative,  he  will  now 
:xstca  to  return  a particular  answer  to  each 
>f  them. 

44  .is  to  the  charge  of  his  four  declnred  ac- 
u-nts,  which  begin  from  the  1st  of  January, 
1467, and  end  the  last  of  March,  1692,  the  com* 
x® loners  make  it  consist  of  the  following  par- 


iraiars: 

Jabnce,  due  from  the  Ac- 
-fuptant,  of  the  preced- 
ing Account  - - - - 
ft*  Exchequer  Charge  - - 
kh  t hi*  Lordship  volunta- 
rily charges  - - - - 

xtmst,  received  on  Tallies, 
more  than  what  his  Lurd- 
dup  brings  to  Account  - 


£.  *■  d. 

3,905  13  8' 
3,838,540  18  Oj 

04,359  6 3 
4,344  8 3 


“ To  this  the  said  Paymaster  answers,  that 
* makes  no  objection  to  the  first  of the  said- 
oin  sums,  being  3, 9851.  13*.  8J<A  nor  to  the 
Wd  of  the  said  sums,  being  64,359/  6*.  3d. 
iai  to  the  second,  being  3,838,540/.  18s.  0 £d. 
subjects;  and  saith,  that  this  sum,  by  the 
tadiion  charge,  is  but  3,791,080/.  Os.  8$d.  ’ 
vbtcb  M sboit  of  tbe  commissioner*  said  sum 
to  47,400/.  17 t.4d.  The  reason  of  which  differ- 
f»ce  h,  brcao-e  tbe  said  47,460/.  17m  Id. 
toegb  received  from  the  exchequer  in  January, 
Ife7,  yet  it  was  issued  to  him,  to  clear  the 
^ubh«hment  to  the  last  of  December,  1687,  and 
be  h charged  with  it  in  his  account  then  ending ; 
tod  cf  jcqueotly,  lie  ought  not  to  be  charged 
•nil  it  ia  his  account  from  that  day  : and  the 
r<ht  honourable  the  lord  Uallifux,  when  he 
hijurtd  to  Uie  commissioners  his  account  of 
‘Nr  Paymaster's  receipts,  between  the  1st  of 
January,  1687,  and  the  last  of  March,  1692, 
»ol>l  them,  that  this  was  the  truth  of  the  fact ; 
*nd,  fur  a further  con6rmation  of  it,  the  total 
•/the  Paymaster’s  charge,  from  the  exchequer 
between  the  1st  of  January,  1685,  and  the 
tad  last  of  March,  1692,  agree*  to  a farthing, 
•Tth  the  total,  charged  by  the  auditors  fur  that 
which  is  all  taken  into  his  seven  declared 
»"7«ints. 

“To  the  4 lb  sum  he  likewise  objects, being 
f-344h  (U.  3d.  alledgtd  to  be  received  by  him 


for  interest  on  tallies,  more  than  he  hath  ac- 
counted for;  because  he  is  positive,  he  never 
received  that  sum,  nor  any  part  of  it;  but  the 
said  sum  was  received  by  the  several  persons, 
to  whom  these  tallies  were  assigned  by  him ; 
who  had  a right  to  receive  them,  with  all  the 
interest  due  from  the  date  of  them.  He  fur- 
ther saith  (as  the  Commissioners  have  very 
faithfully  reported)  that  his  constant  course 
hath  been,  as  it  always  was  in  the  Pay-Offices 
of  the  army  and  navy,  to  write  his  name  only 
upon  the  back  of  the  orders,  without  any  for- 
mal assignment;  and  that,  upon  examination, 
it  appears,  that  when  the  money,  due  on  such 
orders,  hath  been  received  at  the  Exchequer, 
Acquittances  have  been  written  over  the  Pay- 
master’s name,  as  if  he  had  received  both  prin- 
cipal and  interest.  This  he  hath  discovered 
in  several  orders,  which,  in  part,  make  up  the 
said  4,344/.  8j.  St/,  and  he  is  in  pursuit  of  tbe 
rest.  In  the  mean  time  he  bumoly  conceives, 
he  ought  not  to  be  charged  with  that  sum,  in 
regard  that,  hy  a clause  in  an  act,  for  making 
good  deficiencies,  passed  in  the  last  parliament, 
the  account  of  interest,  received  by  paymasters 
(if  any)  is  to  be  brought  into  their  final  accounts. 

“ And  this  is  all  the  said  Paymaster  hath  to 
offer,  in  answer  to  that  part  of  the  Commission- 
ers narrative,  which  relates  to  the  charge  of 
his  four  declared  accounts,  from  the  1st  of 
January,  1687,  to  the  last  of  March,  1692. 

44  As  to  the  discharge  of  his  said  four  accounts, 
their  Observations,  and  his  Answers  to  them, 
are  here  set  down  in  order,  as  follows : 

First,  that  all  the  regiments,  troops,  and 
companies,  which  were  in  the  service  of  the 
late  king  James,  and  which  it  is  notorious,  had 
many  popish  Officers  and  Soldiers  in  them,  and 
were  broke,  and  dispersed,  upon  the  earl  of 
Fever-Sham’s  disbanding  the  army  onthelStli 
of  December,  1688,  are  by  warrants  upon  his 
lordship’s  certificates  of  debentures,  paid  coin- 
pleat to  several  days  in  January,  February 
March,  and  April,  following. 

“ To  this  observation  the  said  Paymaster 
answers,  and  agrees,  that  there  were  several 
popish  Officers  and  soldiers,  in  the  regiments, 
troops,  and  companies,  which  were  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  late  king  James  : he  likewise  agrees 
that  set  end  ofthe  said  regiments  w ere  dismissed 
by  the  earl  of  Fevershain  on  the  13th  of  De- 
cember, 1688  : but  he  saith,  that  the  late  king, 
the  then  Prince  of  Orange,  did  the  very  next 
day  issue  a declaration,  setting  forth,  that,  he 
being  informed,  that  divers  regiments,  troops, 
and  companies,  had  been  encouraged  to  dis- 
perse themselves  in  an  unusual  and  unwarrant- 
able manner,  whereby  tbe  public  peace  was 
very  much  disturbed,  he  had  thought  fit  there- 
by to  require  all  colonels,  and  commanders  in 
chief,  of  regiments,  &c.  to  call  together  the 
several  Officers,  and  Soldiers,  belonging  to  their 
respective  regiments,  in  such  place?,  as  they 
should  find  most  convenient  for  their  rendez- 
vous, and  there  to  keep  them  in  good  order 
and  discipline. 
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44  That,  in  pursuance  of  this  declaration, 
most  (if  not  all)  of  the  said  regiments,  so  dis- 
missed, did  re-unite,  and  were  kept  in  good 
order  and  discipline  ; and  when  his  late  majes- 
ty did  think  tit,  soon  alter,  to  disband  several 
of  the  late  king  James’s  forces,  none  of  the  said 
disbanded  regiments,  troops,  and  companies, 
were  paid  com  pleat,  but  a deduction  was  made, 
for  u hat  was  due  to  their  popish  Officers,  ac- 
cording to  the  method  prescribed  by  his  said 
late  majesty;  and  the  same  care  wus  taken, 
m paying  the  remainder  of  the  late  king  James's 
forces,  which  his  late  majesty  thought  lit  to 
contiuue  ia  his  service ; none  of  w hich  were 
paid  cotnpleat  (as  this  observation  allcdges) 
there  being  a deduction  made  also,  for  what 
[was]  due  to  their  popish  Officers,  as  by  a list 
of  their  said  deductions  will  appear:  and  all 
the  certificates  of  debentures,  made,  by  the 
said  Paymaster,  for  the  payment  of  the  said 
forces,  contrary  to  the  usual  method  (of  which 
this  observation  seems  to  complain)  were  so 
made  pursuaut  tu  several  warrants  under  his 
late  majesty’s  hand,  positively  directing  them 
to  be  so  ; as  by  copies  of  the  said  warrants  will 
fully  appear,  the  originals  thereof  being  in  tbe 
hands  or  the  said  Commissioners. 

Secondly,  that  the  warrants,  for  several 
such  payments,  bear  date,  some  a year,  others 
two  years,  after  the  said  regiments,  troops,  and 
companies,  were  disbanded. 

44  To  this  the  said  Paymaster  answers,  that 
the  private  soldiers  of  a regiment  always*re- 
ceive,  by  way  of  subsistence,  their  full  pay, 
except  what  reserved  for  their  clothing ; and 
the  clothing,  and  subsistence,  of  tbe  non-com- 
missioned Officer*,  leaves  but  a smalt  matter 
due  to  them  ; which,  if  paid,  as  generally  it  is 
before,  or  upon,  their  disbanding,  there  remains 
only  a debt  due  to  the  commissioned  Officers; 
for  the  payment  of  which,  warrants  are  seldom, 
or  never,  prepared,  till  there  is  money  ready 
to  pay  them ; which  many  times  there  is  not, 
till  a year  or  two  after  the  disbanding : witness 
the  regiments,  disbanded  upon  the  peace  at 
lteswick;  where  only  the  subsistence  was 
cleared  to  the  common  soldiers,  and  a bounty- 
money  given  them ; and  non-commissioned 
Officers  being  cleared,  and  a bounty-money 
given  them  ulso  (which  a small  sum  etfecled) 
tiie  commissioned  Officers  were  left  unpaid ; 
and  so  they  are  to  this  hour,  there  being  no 
warrants  to  clear  them,  although  it  is  full  five 
years,  since  they  were  disbanded. 

Thirdly,  that  there  are  several  warrants,  for 
paying  compleat  numbers  allowed  on  the  es- 
tablishment, notwithstanding  any  defect  in,  or 
want  of,  muster-rolls. 

41  To  this  observation  the  said  Paymaster 
answers,  that  warrants,  for  paying  the  farces, 
are  never  prepared  by  the  Pa}  muster,  that 
bein  the  work  of  the  Secretary  at  War;  and 
if  warrants  are  signed,  directing  the  Paymaster 
to  pay  compleat,  accordingto  the  establishment, 
notwithstanding  defects  in,  or  waut  of,  muster- 
rolls,  it  is  his  duty  to  obey  such  warrants,  and 
to  pay  accordingly. 


Fourthly,  That  there  is  a warrant,  doted  tli 
17  th  of  October,  1689,  to  the  auditors  oitf 
imprests,  to  allow  his  lordship  the  sum  < 
172, 3i0/.  which  lie  had  direction  from  his  is 
majesty  to  pay  to  several  persons,  withoi 
deduction.  The  auditors  are  not  to  charge  t] 
persons  aforesaid  w ith  these  sums,  or  any  pa 
thereof;  his  majesty  reserving  the  exaounatii 
of  the  particulars  to  hunself,  or  to  such,  as  1 
shall  appoint  for  that  purpose. 

4 4 This  observation  seems  to  complain  of  tl 
warrant  mentioned  therein,  and  not  of  tbe  Pa 
roaster  ; who  certainly  paid  all  the  sums,  cot 
t aided  m the  said  warrant,  upon  proper  dire 
tions,  and  delivered  to  tiie  auditor  autUnl 
vouchers  fur  the  same ; i\nd  though  be  net 
say  no  more,  to  justify  himself,  yet,  for  t1 
vindication  of  the  w arrant,  he  begs  leave  to  \ 
down  here  the  particular  sums,  mention 
therein,  which,  together,  make  up  the  u 
172,340/.  and  tbe  nature  thereof.  Tbe  >ui 
are,  as  follow  :** 

To  my  lord  Portland,  by  tbe  name  of  Wi 
Ben  unde,  1,000/. 

44  This  sum  was  paid  to  his  lordship  on  t 
22nd  of  February,  1688,  for  the  use  of  his  til 
jesty’s  privy  purse, by  diiection,  in  writing,  fit 
the  then  Lords  Commissioners  of  theTreasuij 

To  George  lord  Dartmouth,  700/. 

44  This  sum  was  paid  to  his  lordship  on  t 
said  22d  of  February,  1688,  and  by  the  b 
direction,  for  transporting  the  late  kingjame 
horses,  who  had  desired,  they  might  be  sc 
after  him ; which  his  late  majesty  read 
agreed  to.** 

To  Henry  Powle  esq.,  Speaker,  1,140/. 

44  One  thousand  pounds  of  this  sum  wai  pa 
on  the  26th  of  January,  1688,  for  his  equipai 
money  as  Speaker  of  the  then  Convention ; a: 
the  remaining  140/.  was  paid  him  for  bis  I 
lowauce,  as  such,  for  28  days,  at  the  usual  rj 
of  5/.  a day ; the  whole  being  paid  by  din 
tion,  in  writing,  of  tbe  Treasury.” 

To  Peter  Isaac,  6,000/. 

44  This  Peter  Isaac  was  steward  to  bis  I* 
majesty’s  house,  when  prince  of  Orange;  n 
this  sum  was  paid  him,  for  that  use,  by  tbr 
several  pnyments,  in  the  month  of  Januni 
1688;  all  by  direction,  in  writing,  from  t 
then  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury.'’ 

To  Mrs.  Anne  Van^  Gotstein,  1,000/. 

44  This  gentlewoman  was  one  of  die  ki 
queen’s  dressers ; and  this  sum  was  paid  b 
on  tiie  22nd  of  Feb.  1688,  for  her  said  raajetf] 
service,  by  an  order  of  his  late  majesty  in  t 
Treasury  Chamber.” 

To  Jacob  Vender  Escb,  esq.,  162,500/. 

44  This  gentleman,  as  every  body  knows,  w 
Paymaster  to  bis  late  majesty’s  Dutch  b>rc< 
from  the  time  they  first  landed  in  Engl- 
and the  aforesaid  sum  was  paid  to  him  bv  tl 
English  Paymaster,  for  their  use,  at  »erei 
tunes,  between  the  31st  of  December,  168 
and  the  12th  of  April  following,  by  direction 
in  writing,  from  the  Treasury. 

44  So  that  the  sums,  mentioned  iu  this 
rant,  are  six  iu  number.  Tbe  five  first  ("hit 
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male  together  9,840/.)  may  seem  improper  to  three  colonels,  was  n very  inconsiderable  sum,' 
be  paid  oat  of  the  pay-office  ; but  the  reason,  and  not  sufficient  according  to  the  lowest  nl- 
they  were  so,  was,  because  there  w»u  no  privy  lowance,  to  raise  three  companies;  for  whuf 
seal  ia  being,  but  that  of  the  Paymaster's  of  he  charges  in  his  16  months  account,  ending 
the  mbj,  when  these  payments  were  directed;  the  last  of  April,  1689,  to  which  this  observa- 
and  o»  bodjr  can  think,  that  any  of  these  five  lion  refers,  is  in  all  but  300/.  viz.  100/.  to  mv 
stuns  were  proper  to  be  accounted  for  hut  to  lord  Monmouth,  100/.  lo  sir  John  Guise,  and 
bis  late  majesty,  or  such,  as  he  should  appoint  [ 10 Cl.  to  colonel  Francis  Luttrell ; and  his  late 
kx  that  purpose:  And  r.s  to  the  6th  sutn,  being  majesty’s  warrant,  which  directs  the  allowance 
tfce  treat  sum,  paid  to  VanderEsch,  it  is  well  ' of  these  three  sums,  saith,  that  he  was  graci* 
iaown,  that  bis  late  majesty  would  not,  for)  ously  pleased  to  allow  the  said  three  colonel*' 
many  fears  after  bis  accession  to  the  crown,  ' the  said  100/.  each,  as  levy  money,  for  com- 
safer  his  Dutch  forces  either  to  be  mustered,  or  j pitting  their  respective  regiments:  So  that 
paid,  bat  accordiug  to  their  own  method  ; and  , nothing  is  charged  by  the  Paymaster,  for  rais- 
therefure,  not  only  in  this  warrant,  but  in  ing  the  said  three  regiments.  And  as  to  that 
several  subsequent  warrants,  relating  to  the  | part  of  this  observation,  which  saith,  that  my 
payment  of  bis  said  Dutch  forces,  his  said  ma-  lord  Levin’s  regiment  is  paid  from  the  5th  of 
jevty  always  reserved  the  said  Vander  Eaclfs  , November,  1608,  the  carl  of  Monmouth’s  from 
accounts  to  his  own  examination.”  j the  10th,  nnd  that  of  colonel  Luttrell’s  front 

I the  2Urd,  of  the  said  month  ; the  Paymaster  an- 
FifUiir,  That  his  lordship  discharges  himself  swers,  that  he  was  positively  directed,  by  war* 
ofseeral  sums,  paid  for  levying  the  lord  Mor-  rant  under  his  late  majesty’s  hand,  to  compmo 
Want's  (now  earl  of  Peterborough)  and  sir  John  the  said  three  regiments  from  these  respective 
Gj.se'  regiments,  although  your  Commissioners  days,  as  by  the  said  warrant  will  appear.  And 
fed  one,  of  the  articles,  in  the  account,  laid  as  to  the  objection,  which  closes  this  5th  ob- 
Wore  this  house,  of  the  charge,  the  States-  servation,  viz.  That  the  Paymaster  ought  to 
Geoeral  had  been  at  in  the  revolution,  and  have  surcharged  himself  with  what  the  Dutch 
ttpwi  which  you  paid  them  600.000  /.  is  for  Paymaster  puid  my  lord  Monmouth  in  part  of 
fciung  the  regiments  of  the  lord  Mordant,  sir  the  1,582/.  2*.  as  well  as  he  hath  surcharged 
Robert  Peyton,  sir  John  Guise,  and  others,  himself  with  what  paid  by  Mr.  Row,  in  part 
Afid  here  your  Commissioners  must  observe,  of  that  sum;  the  Paymaster  answers,  that  he 
ttat  ti»e  earl  of  Levinz*  regiment  is  paid  from  cannot  imagine,  how  the  Dutch  Paymaster'* 
ttt  5' h of  November,  1688,  the  earl  of  Mon-  name  came  to  be  mentioned  in  the  said  earl’* 
fcojth’s  from  the  10th,  and  that  of  colonel  Lut-  acquittance;  nor  can  the  said  earl  (who  has 
trelfs  from  the  23rd,  of  the  said  month,  though  been  spoke  to  in  this  matter)  recollect,  how 
hi  Use  majesty  landed  in  England  on  the  5th  he  came  to  mention  him  therein  : Besides,  it 
w November,  5 days  before  the  2d,  and  19  appears  by  a certificate,  hereunto  annexed, 
before  the  last.  Besides,  as  to  the  payment  of  under  the  hand  of  Mr.  Sohinus,  w ho  was  deputy 
1482/.  2*.  to  the  earl  of  Monmouth,  your  to  the  Dutch  Paymaster  from  the  5th  of  Nov. 
Conunissioners  6nd  the  vouchers  signed,  and,  1688,  that  the  said  Paymaster  never  paid  my 
tfcev  believe,  writ,  by  the  said  earl  himself;  in  lord  Monmouth  any  money  whatsoever,  for  his 
vbxb  it  is  expressed,  that  part  of  this  sum  was  regiment,  between  the  said  10th  November, 
ivce*ed  from  Mr.  Row,  part  from  the  Dutch  1688,  and  the  last  of  April,  1689.” 

Pa;. master,  and  the  rest  from  the  earl  of  Rane- 

Now  his  lordship  has  surcharged  himself  Sixthly,  That,  whereas  his  lordship  discharges 
v.thwbat  was  paid  by  Mr.  Row,  but  not,  as  he  himself  of  several  sums,  paid  by  warrant  to 
feght  to  have  done,  with  what  was  paid  by  the  captain  Matthew  Smith,  capt.  Andrew  Power, 
Biiicb  Paymaster.  and  captain  Henry  Davis,  and  hath  passed  his 

“To  ibis  observation  the  said  Paymaster  account  for  the  same,  by  vouchers  under  their 
•wwers,  That  he  has  lately  seen  an  account,  hands,  the  said  captains  Smith  and  Davis  have 
bid  before  the  house  of  Commons  on  the  14th  of  made  positive  oaths,  that  their  hands  are 
March  1688,  of  the  charge,  the  States  General  forged;  and  your  Commissioners  have  some 
be*n  at  in  his  late  majesty’s  expedition  for  reason  to  suspect,  that  captain  Power’s  hand 
Eagdaid,  for  which  that  bouse  paid  them  is  so  too;  and,  as  an  undeniable  evidence  of 
(00,000 /.  in  which  account  there  was  this  fol-  this  fact,  in  what  concerns  captain  Smith,  it 
kving article  : •*  Several  charges  to  those,  that  appears  to  your  Commissioners,  that,  after  his 
Ulomed  his  majesty,  and  to  the  forces,  that  lordship  had  made  use  of  the  voucher,  in  order 
catoe  over,  and  also  to  the  raising  the  regi-  to  stop  n complaint,  which  was  coming  into 
swats  of  the  right  honourable  the  lord  Mor-  this  house,  he  made  up  captain  Smith’s  ac- 
tant, sir  Robert  Peyton,  sir  John  Guise,  and  count,  and  paid  him  the  balance. 

«t»m,  250,000/.  guilders.”  “ To  this  observation  the  Paymaster  answers, 

* But  the  Paymaster  never  yet  heard,  nor  That  there  was  a warrant,  signed  by  his  late 
•feed  was  it  any  ways  material  for  him  to  majesty,  dated  the  28th  of  February  1688,  di- 
tw{sire,  what  part  of  that  sum  was  paid  to  the  recting  him  to  pay  to  the  aforesaid  three  cap- 
^ colonels,  mentioned  in  that  article,  for  tains,  for  the  pay  of  themselves,  and  the  three 
their  regiments.  Sure  he  is,  that  what  independent  companies  under  their  command, 
lx  dirges,  as  paid  for  levy  money  to  the  said  from  the  several  days  in  October,  November^ 
'ML  YU  I 
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find  December,  1688,  on  which  they  were 
first  mustered,  to  the  time  of  their  disbanding 
(which  was  on  or  about  the  ?l!i(Ot  January, 
1688)  the  sums  following  ; viz.  j£.  $.  d. 

To  captain  Matth.  Smith  237  13  2 

To  captain  A nth.  Power  221  15  8 

To  captain  llcury  Davis  253  7 4 

In  all  712  16  2 

“That  the  said  sum  of  712/.  16s.  2 d.  is 
charged,  as  paid  to  the  said  three  captains,  ac- 
cording to  their  respective  proportions  afore- 
said, m his  account  for  16  mouths,  w hich  ended 
the  last  of  April,  1689 : That  the  said  sum,  so 
charged,  was  vouched  by  the  original  warrant 
of  his  late  majesty  upon  the  back  of  which  the 
said  three  captains  names  were  endorsed:  That 
the  said  16  mouths  account  has  been  passed, 
and  declared,  many  years  since,  and  none  of  the 
said  th;  ee  captains  ever  complained,  or  pretend- 
ed (o  say  that  tbeir  names,  endorsed  upon  the 
said  warrant,  were  not  their  own  hand-writing, 
till  those,  who  had  been  employed  bv  the  Pay- 
master in  the  management  of  the  business  of 
his  office,  in  the  years  1688,  1689,  and  1690, 
were  all  dead,  but  who,  when  living,  were 
known  to  be  men  of  undoubted  integrity  ; and 
therefore  it  cannot  be  presumed,  either  in  jus- 
tice, or  reason,  that  such  men,  through  whose 
bands  this  warrant  passed  to  the  auditor,  could 
be  guilty  of  counterfeiting  names  upon  the  back 
of  it.  Besides,  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  capt. 
Anth.  Power,  one  of  the  said  three  captains, 
never  made  any  complaint,  that  his  name  was 
counterfeited,  or  that  there  was  any  one  farthing 
unpaid  of  the  221/.  15  s.  8 d.  charged  to  his 
account;  and  that,  when  capt.  Matthew  Smith, 
another  of  the  said  three  captains,  did  preiend, 
in  the  year  1695,  tiiat  his  name  was  counter- 
feited and  that  lie  had  uot  received  the  full  of 
the  said  237/.  13*.  2d.  charged  to  his  account 
he  tlieti  claimed  but  50 /.  5s.  lid.  as  unpaid  of 
that  sum : which  50/.  5i.  1 Id.  the  said  Pay- 
master’s deputy,  Mr.  Mordecai  Abbot  (being 
tired  with  his  clamorous  importunity)  paid  him 
out  of  the  said  Paymaster’s  private  money ; 
telling  Ui'n,  when  he  did  so,  that  he  thought  it 
was  better  for  bis  service,  to  give  that  sum, 
than  to  have  his  name  brought  into  the  House 
of  Commons,  with  a complaint  from  so  scandal- 
ous a man,  us  captain  Smith;  who,  upon  re- 
ceiving that  sum  from  the  said  Mr.  Abbot,  gave 
this  following  acquittance,  ready  to  be  produced: 
44  Received  from  the  right  honorable  Richard 
earl  of  Itanelagh  the  sum  of  50/.  5#.  lid. 
being  the  balance  of  a warrant,  for  my  inde- 
pendent company’s  pay,  dated  the  28th  of  Feb. 
1688  ; his  lordship  having  formerly  paid  it  in 
his  own  wrong,  without  my  acquittuuce,  or  my 
Aengt’s  hut  upon  an  acquittance,  to  which  my 
name  was  set,  but  was  not  my  hand-writing ; 
whereby  both  his  lordship,  and  I,  have  been 
abused.  Witness  my  baud  this  25th  of  March 
1658.  M.Smytre.” 

44  Tliis  is  the  truth,  as  to  captain  Smith;  who 
tteruiniy  confirms  the  ill  character  he  has  in  the 


world,  by  his  complaining  of,  and  siMarin 
against,  the  Pay-office,  alter  he  had  be  en  s 
well  u>ed  there.  As  to  captain  Henry  Davis 
the  third  of  the  said  three  captains,  and  one  c 
the  two  late  swearers,  hi-*  case  is  as  follow;, : h< 
being  made  a captain  of  an  independent  core 
pany  in  October,  1688,  did,  by  o letter  of  at 
torney,  in  the  usual  form,  dated  the  1 7 th  c 
that  month,  constitute  one  Mr.  Roderick  Mac 
keuzic  his  agent;  w tiich  letter  of  attorney  i»ei 
tered  at  large  in  a book  of  the  Pay-office ; uu 
when  the'  said  captain  did,  about  two  yeai 
since,  pretend,  that  his  name,  on  the  back  » 
the  said  warrant,  was  counterfeited,  and  th: 
some  part  of  the  said  253/.  Is.  4 d.  directed  fc 
him  by  the  said  warrant,  was  still  unpaid,  an 
due  to  him,  he  was  shewn  the  entry  of  his  sai 
letter  of  attorney,  and  the  original  receipt,  s?gi 
ed  by  his  said  agent,  Mr.  Roderick  Mackenui 
for  the  said  lull  sum  of  253/.  7».  4 d.  and  at  ibi 
time  there  was  a gentleman  present,  who  h« 
been  his  lieutenant,  who  very  well  knew  tl 
said  Mr.  Mackenzie,  was  acquainted  with  h 
hand,  and  declared,  before  the  said  captai 
Davis,  and  several  others  in  the  office,  thath 
verily  believed  the  body  of  the  acquittance, ait 
name  were  Mr.  Mackenzie's  own  w riting;  to  a 
which  the  said  captain  then  made  no  objects 
This  being  the  matter  of  fact,  which  your  Con 
missioners  might  have  known,  had  they  lee 
pleased  to  have  heard  the  Paymaster  upon  Ui: 
observation,  before  they  made  it,  he  must  r.o( 
humbly  desire  this  house  to  consider,  of  wfes 
fatal  consequence  it  may  be  to  the  public, 
men  be  allowed  to  swear  themselves  into 
claim  of  money,  by  denying  their  bauds  c 
vouchers,  delivered  by  an  accomptant  to  h 
auditor  12  or  13  years  ago,  and  for  which  h 
has  a legal  discharge;  and  how  improbable,* 
rather  incredible  it  is  that  an  office,  w hick  du 
ing  the  said  Paymaster’s  managemc  nt,  has  n 
ccived  and  paid  more  thnd  one-and-twenty  rw 
lions,  without  any  reflections  upon  it,  should  i 
guilty  of  the  forgery  pretended,  for  so  iucoof 
derable  a sum  as  50/.  5*.  lid.  To  which  I 
has  this  only  further  to  add,  that  it  is  neabi 
just  nor  reasonable  to  asperse  any  priucifx 
officer  for  miscarriages,  supposed  to  be  rou 
rnittcd  (nor  indeed,  though  actually  oeoumud 
by  any  of  his  inferior  officers;  since  itcaaiK 
be  presumed  that  any  principal  officer  can  l 
always  inspecting  their  pioceediugs,  nor  t» 
any  Paymaster  pretend  to  judge  of  the  vancl 
of  bauds,  which  go  through  his  office.” 

Seventhly,  That  some  of  his  lordship 
vouchers  for  payments,  are  only  loose  paf* 
put  iuto  warrants,  with  a name  and  uotl'in 
more,  writ  on  them. 

44  To  this  observation  the  Paymaster  attw>« 
That  such  as  are  acquainted  with  button* 
this  nature,  know  it  to  he  no  unusual  thing; 
the  only  signing  the  back  of  u warrantor 
ing  a name  on  a loose  paper,  to  put  into  « 
rant,  hy  a person  who  w nupo*'  cred  to  recen 
the  money,  has  always  been  esteemed  a f00 
voucher,  and  allowed  as  such.” 
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Eighthly,  Thai  (he  payments*  differ  very 
ouxii,  io  man?  particulars  from  the  e*tabli*>h- 
iacnt:  Thai  there  are  r.vsures  1 , >ome  warrants 
and  ^r y extraordinary  payment*  directed  m 
•dws;  of  which  );iur  Commis'ioucre  will  give 
jou  the  mvUiicca,  vben  you  pi  ease  to  require 
lien. 

a To  tins  observation  the  Pay  master  answers, 
Tut  nodu'-u*  iuaoiac  casts  he  has  made  pay- 
hjciib*?... ;!  differ  very  much  from  the  e-talduii- 
; »hitb  ought  not  to  be  reckoned  us  a 
bah  in  hu«t  when  U is  visible  th  it  the  said  dil- 
feffiice  is  occasioned  by  warrants  : for,  tnough 
kt  s obliged  strictly  io  pursue  the  es*abli»h- 
nent,  where  no  warrant  interposes  yet,  where 
* in ruts  direct  him  otherwise,  he  i*  obliged  to 
•bey  die  warrant ; since,  [ask  one  establish* 
*€it  supersede*  aiimher  in  llie  whole,  so  a 
•arwvt,  s:gned  by  the  same  authority,  super- 
ud«i  any  establishment  in  part,  and  hath  ever 
Unaccounted,  for  what  it  contains,  as  autheii* 
•cas  the  establishment  itself:  and  where  there 
•it  warrants,  which  direct  very  extraordinary 
psvncots,  the  Paymaster  is  not  to  be  blamed  : 
*«*  he  has  nothing  to  do, either  u ith  preparing 
wpfucaring  those  warrants.  And  as  to  the 
ftwres,  which,  this  observation  says,  are  in 
«r.e  warrants,  the  Paymaster  knows  nothing 
•fit;  and  he  dares  aver,  that,  if  any  such  be, 
Cfccy  »fic  made  before  they  came  to  his  office ; 
•wido  not,  in  any  material  matter,  niter  the 
iwcotion  of  the  warrant ; for  then  he  should 
taken  notice  of  them  so  far,  as  not  to 
»ile  any  payment  upon  them.’* 

Ninthly,  That  his  lordship  charges  himself, 
hr  internt  received,  916/.  due  intermediately 
•Ehio  tallies,  transferred  over  to  sir  Joseph 
Bertie:  Your  Commissioners  find  a warrant, 
*rr*d  by  the  late  king,  for  allowing  the  earl  of 
lUnehgb  this  sum,  as  paid  to  George  Clark, 
«q.  for  secret  service,  together  with  another 
•at),  paid  to  Rudolph  Kein,  of  2,000/.  without 
■Roftot ; and  also  a privy  seal,  dated  the  18th 
Jane  last,  for  tbe  auditor  to  allow  his  lord- 
dap  the  same,  upon  his  account : and,  upon 
foftker  enquiries,  it  appears  to  your  Coinmis- 
woen,  that  the  said  sum  of  916/.  (the  only  in- 
femt  his  lordship  brings  to  account)  was  never 
as  is  pretended,  to  George  Clark,  esq.  but 
Game  was  only  used  in  trust  for  his  lordship, 
*h>hsd  the  same  to  his  own  proper  use. 

“To  this  observation  the  Paymaster  answers, 
Tint  be  freely  owns  whatsoever  is  said  in  it, 
•*ri»tinjjto  tbe  916/.  particularly,  that  the  said 
»ai  granted  by  bis  late  majesty  to  George 
Cwi,  e*q.  in  trust  for  him  : be  further  saitii, 
the  warrant,  granting  this  sum,  was  dated 
lie  4tk  day  of  March,  1692,  and  countersigned 
*7  the  then  lords  of  the  treasury  : That  his  pe- 
"twa,  desiring  ir,  was  publicly  read  in  tbe 
1 Chamber ; and  the  consideration,  upon 

*hcl»  he  drstred  it,  was  tlie  great  loss  he  had 
t33u*d  hv  the  late  war  in  Ireland;  having  had 
i«t*o  castles  of  Atblone  and  Roscommon  ut- 
^ destroyed,  his  mansion  house  in  Duhliu 
l4l  down,  and  upwards  of  12,000/.  of  his 
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rents  in  that  kingdom  entirely  lost.  And  ns  to 
the  2,000/.  mentioned  in  this  observation,  ns 
paid  io  Mr.  Rudolph  Kein  without  account ; he 
saith,  it  was  for  1m  ia»e  majesty’s  o«n  private 
use;  that  lie,  the  smd  Paymaster,  never  saw 
one  shilling  of  it;  uud  that  the  warrant,  which 
allowed  him  the  payment  of  this  sum  in  his  ac- 
count, was  dated  the  ttth  of  February,  1692, 
and  countersigned  by  the  then  lords  of  ihe  trea- 
sury, who  well  knew,  ihat  his  said  bite  majesty 
had  then  a pressing  occasion  fur  that  sum.” 

Tenthly,  That  whereas  hi*  lordship  discharges 
himself  by  payments  to  colonel  Cun  .mgliain, 
and  to  lieutenant-colonel  St.  John,  each  2 000/. 
your  Commissioners  are  not  very  well  satisfied 
with  his  lordship’s  vouchers  f*r  the  same,  and 
arc  inak'tig  further  enquiry  into  that  matter  ; 
but,  in  the  menu  time,  they  tbiuk  themselves 
obliged  to  acquuint  you,  that  colonel  Cunning- 
ham has  made  oath,  that  he  repaid  to  the  said 
earl  of  llanelagh  1,500/.  or  thereabouts,  in  part 
of  the  2,000/.  winch  had  been  imprested  to 
him  ; and  this,  your  Commissioners  conceive, 
his  lordsliip  ought  to  have  surcharged  himself 
with. 

“ To  this  observation  (lie Paymaster  answers, 
That,  pursuant  to  two  warrants,  signed  by  his 
[late]  majesty,  and  countersigned  by  the  then 
lords  of  the  treasury,  the  one  dated  the  14 ih  ot 
March,  1688,  and  the  other,  the  10th  of  April, 
1689,  he  paid  to  colonel  John  Cunuiogham,  and 
lieut.  col.  Thomas  St.  John,  2,000/.  each,  w ithout 
account,  he  being  directed  by  the  said  warrant 
so  to  do;  that  their  receipts  for  those  sum*  are 
indorsed  on  the  back  of  the  said  warrants,  and 
are  passed  and  allowed  to  him,  in  his  16  months 
account,  ending  the  last  of  April,  1689,  which 
has  been  passed  and  declared  many  years 
since;  and  therefore  he  cannot  well  underfund, 
what  the  Commissioners  mean,  by  saying,  they 
are  not  very  well  satisfied  with  bis  vouchers, 
and  that  they  are  making  further  enquiry  into 
that  matter:  and  as  to  their  saying,  that  colo- 
nel Cunningham  has  made  oath,  that  he  repaid 
the  said  Paymaster  1,500/.  or  thereabouts,  in 
part  oftlie  said  2,000 / the  Paymaster  answers. 
That,  though,  in  the  puying  out  more  than  onc- 
and-twenty  millions  of  money,  he  has  paid 
many  and  great  suras  to  several  persons,  without 
account,  yet  he  never  knew  any  one  of  those, 
who  received  it  so,  return  any  one  farthing  of 
it  agnin  : and  he  furtlier  says.  That  colonel 
Cunningham's  oatli  (who  has  been  for  many 
years  in  great  distress  and  want,  and  is  still  a 
prisoner  tor  debt)  is  not  to  l>e  regarded ; for 
certainly,  if  lie  had  repaid  the  sum  pretended, 
he  would  have  produced  tbe  said  Paymaster's 
acquittance  for  that  sum  ; it  being  altogetl«er 
incredible,  that  such  a suin  ns  1,500/.  or  there- 
abouts, should  he  paid  bv  any  one  man  living 
to  another,  without  a receipt  for  it. 

u And  gow  the  Paymaster,  having  thus 
humbly  offered  to  this  honourable  house,  his 
answers  to  the  ten  Obscrvn turns  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Accounts,  must  l*eg  leave  to  observe 
to  you,  That  all  the  said  un  Observations  relate 
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to  four  of  his  seven  accounts,  which  are  passed 
nod  declared,  and  upon  each  of  which  he  has  a 
Quietus  cst ; and  therefore,  with  great  submis- 
sion, lie  is  humbly  of  opinion,  that  the  said 
Commissioners  had  no  authority  to  unravel 
them,  for  the  reasons  which  he  shall  humbly 
offer  to  vour  consideration  and  judgment  at  the 
end  of  this  paper:  In  the  mean  time  he  will  ap- 
ply himself  to  answer  that  part  of  the  Commis- 
sioners’ Narrative,  which,  though  not  numbered, 
follows  the  said  ten  observations.” 

The  first  paragraph  is,  That  to  their  said  ob- 
servations they  have  only  this  further  to  add, 
I hat  the  earl  of  Ranelagh  makes  a balance, 
clue  to  himself,  of  105,258/.  14*.  0 d. 

“ Jq  this  short  paragraph,  which  seems  to 
imply,  as  il  the  Paymaster  was  rich  enough  to 
credit  the  government  w ith  so  great  a sum,  the 
Paymaster  answers,  That  at  the  foot  of  his  last 
declared  account,  which  ended  the  31st  of 
March,  1692,  there  is  written,  * And  then  the 

* said  accomptant  will  be  in  surplusage  185,268/. 

* 145.’  which,  in  the  language  of  an  auditor,  is 
saying,  that  the  payments,  in  that  account  de- 
clared, do  exceed  the  sum  received  within  the 
time  ot  that  account,  so  much ; and  it  is  the 
auditor  who  always  makes  the  balance,  and 
not  the  accomptnnt : and  when  the  payments 
in  any  declared  account  do  exceed  the  receipts, 
it  is  well  known  that  those  payments  have  been 
made  with  public  money,  received  after  the 
period  of  time  which  ends  the  said  declared  ac- 
count; and  no  accomptant  is  one  penny  the 
richer  for  being  in  surplusage,  nor  one  farthing 
the  poorer,  for  Imviug  a balance  due  from  him, 
except  it  be  bis  last  and  final  account ; for,  in 
the  first  case,  he  makes  his  surplusage  part  of 
his  discharge  in  his  next  succeeding  account ; 
and,  iu  the  other  case,  lie  makes  the  balauce 
due  from  him  part  of  his  charge:  and,  for  proof 
of  this,  the  Paymaster  needs  only  to  observe, 
that,  though  that  great  sum  of  185,268/.  14*. 
was  his  surplusage  on  the  lust  of  March,  1692; 
yet,  in  his  next  succeeding  account,  which  is 
now  under  the  examination  of  Mr.  Auditor 
Bridges,  he  is  debtor,  as  far  as  yet  appears, 
somewhat  above  20,000/.  And  to  this  he  must 
add,  (though  w ith  grief  he  says  it)  that  he  was 
never  yet  in  a condition  to  lend  money,  his  folly 
having  always  Jed  him  to  spend  his  income.” 

The  next  paragraph  saith,  That  the  army  was 
cleared  to  the  last  of  March.  1692;  and  there- 
fore they  made  this  the  first  period  of  time  for 
examining  the  Paymaster’s  accounts : That  they 
have  not  been  able  to  proceed  much  further 
upon  those  which  follow,  and  which  seem  to  be 
laid  before  them  very  confused  and  imperfect ; 
and,  upon  the  little  inspection  they  have  made 
into  them,  they  observe,  the  Paymaster's  dis- 
charges are  generally  by  paymeuts  of  gross 
sums,  upon  account;  others,  by  payments  to 
several  persons  for  services,  and  on  several  oc- 
casions, without  specifying  the  services  ot;  oc- 
casions : Particularly,  he  discharges  himself,  in 
some  instances,  thus ; 


Paid  to  several  persons,  for 
especial  services,  and  for 
sundry  Disbursements  for  J[.  *.  d, 

especial  Services,  relating 
to  the  Forces  - - - - 27,150  16  3 
Paid  several  persons,  for  Con- 
tingencies of  divers  natures  50,929  17  3 
To  M.  Sch uy lei i burg,  for  se- 
veral sums  advanced  by 
him,  for  several  services  re- 
lating to  the  Forces-  - - 76,477  8 fl 

u To  this  paragraph  the  Paymaster  tnswci 
That  the  words,  ‘ very  confused  and  iraperfec 
are  not  commonly  applied  to  accounts,  till  t| 
sa  d accounts  have  been  thoroughly  examine* 
which,  the  Commissioners  are  pleased  to  sa 
they  have  not  yet  been  able  to  do:  That tl 
array  has  not  been  cleared  between  the  1st 
April,  1692  (to  which  day  they  are  cleared)  ai 
the  25th  of  March,  1699,  is  certain  ; and  tliet 
fore,  whatsoever  hath  been  paid  tliew  with 
that  period  of  time  (being  seven  years) « 
paid  them  upon  account,  and  must  cousequei 
iy  be  charged,  as  so  paid,  in  the  Paymaste 
accounts.  And  as  to  the  three  instances  gut 
that  the  Paymaster  charges  payments  to  set ej 
persons,  and  on  several  occasions,  without  >p 
cifying  the  service?,  or  occasions ; the  said  Pa 
master  answers,  That  the  first  sum  instinct 
being  27,150/.  16*.  3d.  is  an  article  in  Ins  a 
count,  which  begins  from  the  1st  of  Octobi 
1695,  nnd  ends  the  25th  of  March,  lG99,n{ 
under  the  examination  of  Mr.  Auditor  Dot 
of  which  he  delivered  an  abstract  to  the  Cot 
missioned  on  the  25th  of  June  last;  a 
though,  in  Lhat  abstract,  this  sum  is  mention 
only  in  general,  to  avoid  perplexity,  yet  in  I 
account,  deluded  to  the  said  Auditor  in  Dt 
1701,  the  particulars,  making  up  that  su 
are  enumerated,  being  qbout  seventy  in  nut 
ber. 

u That  the  two  sums  instanced,  being,  50,93 
17*.  S$d.  and  76,477/.  8*.  0 Id.  are  contain 
in  his  account,  which  begins  the  1st  of  Api 
1692,  and  the  last  of  September,  1695,  w 
under  the  examination  of  Mr.  Auditor  Bridg 
of  which  he  also  delivered  an  abstract  to  t 
Commissioners  on  the  said  25th  of  June  lai 
and  though,  in  that  abstract,  the  said  twosu 
are  only  mentioned  in  general,  to  avoid  pi 
plexity,  yet  in  the  account  itself,  delivered 
the  said  auditor  in  November,  1701,  the  pat 
culars,  making  up  those  two  sums,  are  enun 
rated,  being  210  in  number,  or  thereabouts. 

And  the  Paymaster  further  saith,  that  t 
Commissioners  have  not  only  an  nhstra 
before  them,  of  his  accounts,  delivered  by  lii 
as  aforesaid,  to  Mr.  Auditor  Bridges,  but  th 
have  also  had,  for  some  months  past,  the  ori) 
nal  account  itself,  they  havjpg  sent  to  the  si 
Auditor  for  it;  by  which  they  may  be  eaa 
satisfied  of  what  is  here  averred.” 

The  third  paragraph,  which  speaks  partit 
Inrly,  is,  That  the  Paymaster  has  forgot 
carry  a balance,  due  from  him,  of  20,792/.  1 
Id.  and  tfiat  in  another  account  he  makes  t 
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Wince  due  io  himself,  58,88 6/.  12*.  but  lias 
earned  to  the  following  account  98,429/.  13*.  1 
11^.  which,  according  to  his  own  calculation, 
a more,  than  it  ought  to  be,  09,543 /.  Is.  llfd. 

• To  this  paragraph  the  said  Paymaster  un- 
seen, first  in  general,  That  no  accomptant  can 
wctrtiin  the  balance  of  any  account,  whilst  it 
« vadrr  examination,  since  it  is  the  Auditor,  as 
Ware  lath  been  observed,  who  alone  settles 
lie  balance,  due  either  to,  or  from,  the  ac- 
mptont ; and  it  is  a justice,  which  hath  been 
ifcrayi  tbewn  to  an  accomptant,  to  leave  his 
fco-wnt  open,  for  some  time  after  the  delivery 
of  it  to  i»n  Auditor  (especially  when  the  ac- 
count is  for  great  sums,  and  for  a long  period 
«f  tone)  that  so  the  accomptant  may  have 
(me,  and  liberty,  to  add  any  articles,  omitted 
;n  the  first  delivery,  either  to  his  charge,  or  dis* 
dfcr^e. 

**  He  further  saitb,  That  be  never  yet  knew 
fe  auditor  forget  to  carry  the  balance,  due  at 
fte  foot  of  one  account,  to  the  charge  of  the 
■Ht  incceeding  account ; nor  did  any  Auditor, 
is  he  bath  heard,  ever  allow  a balance  due  to 
s£  iccomptant,  beyond  what  his  discharge,  well 
cached,  made  it.  And  the  Paymaster,  having 
■id  this  in  general,  hastens  to  answer  the  par- 
ticular instances  in  this  paragraph. 

u In  order  to  which,  he  must  first  humbly 
teuaint  this  honourable  house,  that  lie  hath 
Altered  to  the  said  Commissioners  five  ac- 
tents  of  bis  receipts,  and  payments,  from  the 
In  of  April,  1692  (to  which  day  his  seven  de- 
pred  accounts  go  on)  to  the  25lh  of  De- 
eraher  1701,  notic  of  which  are  yet  pass- 
yf  and  declared  ; the  two  first  of  them 
lr pending  before  the  two  auditors,  as  before 
kiib  been  said,  and  the  three  last  not 
being  vert  delivered  them,  by  reason  they  can- 
not properly  take  them  into  their  examination, 
ta  till*  said  two  first  are  ready  for  declaration ; 
wd  the  said  three  last  accounts  were  framed 
penoint  to  the  Commissioners  precepts,  and 
for  their  present  satisfaction,  in  order  to  shew 
then  the  state  of  his  receipts,  and  payments, 
the  23th  of  March,  1699,  to  Christmas, 
1701 ; which,  as  far  as  the  said  Paymaster  can 
Ora  pate,  will  very  near  balance  each  the  other: 
Aad  he  further  suith,  that  the  balance,  due 
from  him,  of  20,792/.  7s.  Id.  (which,  this 
P*n|raph  saith,  he  hath  forgot  to  carry  to 
' s next  succeeding  account)  relates  to  the  first 
flfthe  said  fire  accounts ; that  the  balance,  due 
& huu,  of  58,886/.  12s.  relates  to  the  second 
n*  said  five  accounts;  and  the  increase  of 
tht  balance,  from  58,886/.  12s.  to  98  429/. 

1 If/,  (which,  this  paragraph  saith,  is  an 
addition  to  it  of  39,543/.  Is.  Ilf.  according  to 
taown  calculation)  relates  to  the  third  of  the 
■id  five  accounts:  To  all  which  he  answers, 
that,  when  he  delivered  his  second  account  to 
Mr.  Auditor  Done,  in  Dec.,  1701,  he  then  de- 
nted to  him  an  abstract  of  it,  at  the  bottom 
which  there  was  a memorandum,  acquaint- 
i-4  tiro,  that  he  had  other  articles  to  add  to 
*b  discharge  of  that  account,  which  were  not 
^ascertained, but  which  he  hath  since  added, 


and  make  his  discharge,  upon  the  second  ac- 
count, not  only  sufficient  to  answer  the  charge 
of  it,  hut  also  to  clear  the  said  20,792/.  7s.  Id. 
(said  to  be  forgot,  as  aforesaid)  and  still  to 
leave  a balance,  due  to  him,  of  98,429/.  13s. 

1 ljd.  which  therefore  is  carried  to  the  discharge 
of  his  third  account.  And  this  wlxjle  matter 
was  fully  explained  to  the  Commissioners,  be- 
fore they  delivered  in  their  narrative  to  this 
honourable  house,  by  a letter,  which  the  said 
Paymaster  writ  to  them,  and  of  which  he  hath 
u copy  ready  to  produce.” 

In  the  4th  and  last  paragraph,  the  Commis- 
sioners are  pleased  to  say,  That,  as  they  see, 
from  these,  and  other  the  like,  instances,  that 
the  Paymaster's  subsequent  accounts  are  as 
extraordinary,  and  no  less  imperfect,  than  the 
former;  so  they  have  great  reason  to  appre- 
hend, that,  when  they  shall  call  upon  him,  to 
lay  others  before  them,  in  such  a method,  as 
they  conceive  most  necessary,  for  their  due  exa- 
mining nud  stating  of  them,  it  cannot  be  com- 
plied with;  because,  when  they  sent  two  of 
their  own  members  with  a precept  to  him,  to 
set*,  whether  he  had  kept  such  a register  of  his 
regimental  accounts,  as  he  was  required  to  do 
by  a clause  in  an  act,  passed  in  the  4th  and  5th 
ofthv  late  king  and  queen  (for  punishing  offi- 
cers, and  soldiers,  who  shall  mutiny,  or  desert) 
and  continued,  by  several  other  acts,  till  the 
10th  o/  April,  1698,  they  reported,  that  there 
was  no  such  register  kept ; that  neither  he,  nor 
those  he  employed,  owned,  they  knew  of  the 
clause  ; but  that  he  desired  to  know,  where  it 
was  to  be  found,  and  said,  he  would  read  it, 
before  be  slept:  They  reported  also,  that  he 
seemed  ignorant  of  the  like  clause,  passed  in 
another  act  of  the  last  session,  against  mutiny 
and  desertion;  and  that  he  had  kept  no  such 
register  in  his  office. 

“ To  this  paragraph  he  answers,  That  a 
precept  was  brought  him,  to  his  office,  dated 
the  13th  of  October  last,  by  two  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  Accounts;  by  which  he  was  re- 
quired to  permit  the  said  two  Commissioners  to 
inspect  such  offices,  hooks,  and  papers,  as  they 
should  think  fit.  Upon  sight  of  this  precept,  the 
Paymaster  assured  them  of  his  readiness  to  com* 
ply  with  it.  Lpon  this  they  asked  him,  w hether 
he  had  kept  a register  of  his  regimental  accounts, 
as  he  was  required  to  tin  by  a clause  in  an  act, 
passed  in  the  4th  and  5th  of  the  late  king  and 
queen  (for  punishing  mutiny  and  desertion)  and 
continued,  by  several  other  acts,  to  the  10th  of 
April,  1698.  To  this  he  answered.  That,  pur- 
suant to  the  clause  aforesaid,  he  had,  with 
great  labour  and  pains,  made  up  all  the  said 
regimental  accounts,  belonging  to  his  office, 
from  the  1st  of  April,  1692,  to  the  25th  of 
March,  1699 ; that  he  had  given  out  the  said 
regimental  accounts,  so  made  up,  to  the  several 
colonels,  or  their  agents ; and  that,  before  he 
did  so,  he  had  caused  them  all  to  he  fairly  en- 
cered,  or  registered,  in  large  books,  prepared 
for  that  purpose.  Whereupon  they  desired  to 
see  those  books,  which  were  immediately  laid 
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before  them;  and  after  they  had  inspected  diem 
some  time,  and  taken  notice,  how  fairly  thev 
were  catered,  ihey  told  him,  that  he  was  obliged, 
by  the  clause  aforesaid,  to  attest,  under  hU  own 
hand,  or  that  of  his  deputies,  that  each  regH 
mental  account,  so  entered,  was  a true  account. 
To  this  the  Paymaster  answered,  that  he,  or  his 
deputy,  had  signed  all  the  original  accounts, 
delivered,  ns  aturesaid,  to  the  several  colonels, 
or  dieir  agents  ; and  that,  having  done  so,  he 
thought,  there  was  very  little  need  of  signing 
the  copies  of  them,  enteredin  those  books:  And 
when  they  replied  to  this,  that  the  aforesaid 
clause  required  such  signing,  he  told  them,  that 
he  lutd  not  read  that  clause  of  a long  tune, 
but  that  he  would  read  it,  before  he  slept;  and 
that  he  thought,  he  had  fully  complied  with  the 
intention  of  it,  hy  signing  the  original  account*, 
given  out  to  the  colonels,  on  agents  ; and,  if  it 
were  thought  necessary,  he  would  have  the 
several  entries  of  them  signed  by  such  of  his 
clerks,  as  had  both  entered,  and  examined 
them;  adding,  that,  though  he  entered  all  Ins 
letters  of  business  in  books,  yet  he  never 
thought  it  necessary  to  attest,  or  sign,  those  im- 
tries.  After  this  they  asked  him,  whether  he 
bad  made  up  such  n g mental  accounts,  pur- 
suant to  the  like  causes,  passed  in  another  act, 
of  the  lost  sessions,  against  mutiny  and  'Jeser- 
tions  To  which  he  answered,  That  lie  bad  not 
ai  yet  much  muided  that  clause,  thinkin  g,  there 
was  no  great  rived  of  it,  *»ucc  the  forces,  under 
bis  care,  were  now  paid  regularly,  as  soon  as 
the  rolls  for  any  muster  were  brought  into  his 
othce ; and  that,  though  the  letter  of  this  last 
clause  had  not  been,  as  yet,  exactly  complied 
with,  yet  he  had  the  vouchers  arid  warrants, 
belonging  to  each  regiment,  fair  a Christmas 
last,  ready  to  shew  them,  though  that  last 
clause  was  to  take  effect  only  fn an  the  1st  of 
March  Inst. 

“This  is  a true  Narrative  of  what  passed 
betweed  the  said  two  Comrais  donors,  and  him, 
on  the  day  aforesaid;  and  therefore  the  Pay- 
master cannot  but  wonder,  tl#at  this  paragraph 
should  so  positively  suggest  Vhnt  he  had  kept  no 
register  of  the  regimental  accounts,  required 
by  the  aforesaid  first  clau«*c,  and  that  even  he 
bad  forgot,  there  was  sue*  j a clause  : though  he 
can  safely  say,  that  it  cost  him  very  near  two 
years  constant  trouble,  i n making  up,  and  en- 
tering , the  said  account 3 ; which  were  made  up 
with  that  exactness,  tin/ it  the  five  commissioners 
of  accounts  have  grounded  ail  their  certificates 
for  Debentures  upo4i  them;  and  as  to  the 
last  clause,  now  in  b>eing,  he  hath  since  punc- 
tually complied  ever*  with  the  very  letter  of  it, 
from  Christmas  last  , 

44  These  are  the  s Answers,  which  the  said 
Paymaster  humbly,  offers  to  all  the  material  ob- 
servations, contH  med  in  the  narrative  of  the 
Commissioners  0 f Accounts ; to  which  he  begs 
leave  now  to  ad<  1 the  reasons,  why  he  hath,  and 
still  doth  insist  , that  the  said  Commissioners 
have  no  author  jty  to  ravel  into,  or  lay  open, 
any  of  his  acco  <jnts,  passed  and  declared,  upon 
which  lie  hath  bis  quietus  at  in  due  form  of 
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law,  and  which  have  been  heretofore  under 
the  examination  of  any  uf  the  former  Couuub- 
sioners  of  Accounts. 

44  The  first  Lc*t  appointing  Commissioners  of 
Accounts,  passed  111  the  2d  year  of  the  laie 
king  and  queen  : The  Commissioners,  thereby 
appointed,  had  a general  power  and  authority 
to  examine  all  accounts  of  public  money,  be- 
tween the  5th  day  of  N 01  ember,  1(388,  and  the 
25th  of  January,  1691 : Which  act  was  reviled 
to  the  25th  of  April,  1693,  by  the  last  clause  ia 
the  act,  granting  a quarterly  poll  to  their  majes- 
ty’*, in  the  Sri  year  of  tiieir  reign. 

44  The  iiixt  act,  appointing  Com  v/iissioners  a 
Accounts,  passed  in 'the  4th  arvd  5th  year^a 
their  said  late  majesty’s  re.gn.  The  puriis 
incut,  thinking,  that  it  was  no  ways  reasonable 
to  give  such  persons,  n>  had  delivered  in  tbei 
accounts  to  the  Commissioners,  appointed  b 
’die  said  first-recited  act,  the  trouble  of  account 
iug  over  again,  for  the  same  matters,  betas 
the  Commissioners  uppoiuted  by  tins  act.  <fi 
not  give  them  a general  power,  as  in  the  fin 
act,  but  confined  and  limited  their  power,  I 
take  accounts  of  all  monies,  issued  between  tb 
said  5th  of  November,  1683,  and  the  24th  1 
April,  1694,  not  accounted  for  by  virtue,  or  i 
pursuance,  of  the  said  first-recited  act,  or  tb 
last  clause,  touching  public  accounts,  enacte 
in  the  aforesaid  act,  granting  a quarterly  poll. 

44  And  the  powers  of  the  Commissioners  t 
Accounts,  appointed  by  an  act,  made  in  the  51 
and  6»h  years  of  their  said  late  majesty’s  reigji 
and  of  those  appointed  hy  another  Act,  mad 
in  the  6th  and  7tb  years  of  bis  said  late  majflji 
ly’s  reign,  and  of  those  appointed  by  anotbt 
act,  made  in  the  7ih  and  8th  years  of  his  sri 
late  iniyestv’s  reign,  are  all,  for  the  same  reasot 
limited  and  confined  to  the  taking  the  account 
of  the  public  money,  not  accounted  for  by  vfi 
tue,  or  in  pursuance,  of  any  of  the  former  acH 
and  therefore  the  respective  Commissioners,! 
the  said  acts  named,  did  never  require  an  at 
count  of  any  money  from  any  Paymaster, « 
account  of  which  had  been  laid  before  an 
former  Commissioners. 

44  And  since  the  power  of  the  present  Con 
missioners  isgiven  them  in  the  very  same  word 
in  the  lute  act,  as  was  given  to  the  respecti* 
Commissioners  in  the  said  former  acts;  viz.  t 
take  accounts  of  a11  public  monies,  due  or  pays 
blc  on  the  5th  day  of  November,  1688,  or* 
any  time  between  the  said  5th  day  of  Novetn 
her,  1688,  and  the  25th  day  of  March,  1703 
not  accounted  for  by  virtue,  or  in  pursuance,  a 
tlic  said  former  acts,  or  any  of  them  ; and  the 
the  public  money,  paid  to  the  Paymaster  of  tb 
forces,  between  tire  said  5th  of  November 
1688,  and  the  said  last  day  of  March,  169fi 
hath  been  accounted  for  by  the  said  Paymaste 
to  former  Commissioners  of  Accounts,  by  virtue 
and  in  pursuance,  of  the  said  former  acts ; til 
said  Paymaster  did,  and  still  doth,  humbly  con 
ceive,  that  the  present  Commissioners  had  no 
a power  to  require  an  account  of  the  same  fr or 
him,  much  less  to  ravel  into,  and  lay  open,  hi 
said  four  accounts,  passed  and  declared,  Trop 
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ibe  M of  January,  1G87,  to  tbe  said  last  of 
Jlircb,  1692,  upon  nliicli  their  ten  observations, 
sod  die  iddmonal  clause  to  them,  are  entirely 
jnwndeJ. 

“ And  tbe  said  Paymaster  most  further  add, 
T'retin  tbe  first  act,  appointing  Commissioners 
tK  Accounts,  which  passed,  as  before  hath  been 
led,  is  tbe  fid  year  of  their  late  majesty’s  reign, 
inter  is  a cbmse,  which  saitb,  ‘ Provided  al- 
' tuts,  and  it  is  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of 
'this  present  act,  that  ail  accouiptants  to  their 
' wjesues,  of  all  such  sum  or  sums  of  money, 

* * by  them  received,  and  issued,  or  to  be  re- 
‘ reived  and  issued,  as  aforesaid,  shall  render 
1 tad  mafic  their  respective  accounts,  in  their 
' mijesties  Court  of  Exchequer,  according  to 
d (be  usual  course  of  the  said  Court ; any  thiug 
' ciuumed  in  tlus  act  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
'Ssading;’  Which  clause  is  revived  in  all  tbe 
five  nice  reding  acts,  and  in  the  present  act : — 
And  Hint,  though  this  clause  was  certainly  in- 
•aded  for  the  ease  and  quiet  of  accomptauts, 
Jet  a will  prove  altogether  useless  to  them,  if 
*iw  accounts,  when  passed,  and  declared,  ac- 
Wn:a*  to  die  direction  of  this  clause,  shall  be 
.iwiupcfi,  and  unravelled. 

“AM  which  die  said  Favrr^ster  humbly  sub- 
ton  in  llie  judgment  of  this  honourable  Louse. 
Set.  30,  1703.  Ra*elagii.m 

On  tbe  5th  of  December,  tbe  house  resolved, 
* That  it  appears  to  this  house,  that  the  Pay- 
Ka>ftr  general  of  the  army  has  given  great  and 
jtooecessary  delays,  in  his  proceedings  before 
C*  Commissioners,  for  taking,  examining,  and 
$afing,  tli*  Public  Accounts  of  the  kingdom. 
jLThat  this  bouse  will,  to-morrow  morning, 
JMhttd  to  receive  tlie  proofs  of  the  Commis- 
jpiatn  of  .Accounts  to  the  several  articles  of 
•bur  Narrative,  or  representation,  and  of  the 
.ton  if  IUnelagh’s  Answer  il^o  to  the  same/’ 
Rtmlut inns  against  the  Earl.]  On  the  7th 
•f  December,  the  house  proceeded  to  receive 
d*  Proofs  of  the  Commissioners  of  Accounts 
V>tU  remaining  Articles  in  their  Narrative  or 
Bepmentation,  and  of  die  Answer  of  the  earl 
UancUgh  also  to  the  same. 

And  the  remaining  Articles  of  tbe  said  Coin- 
fta*ioncrv  were  severally  read,  and  the  earl  of 
EjineUgh’*  Answer  to  them  ; and  the  Com- 
•nsiootrs,  and  the  earl  of  Rant.  I ugh,  were 
brvd  Uiereunlo. 

Resolved,  nem.  con.  1.  “ That  it  appears  to 
Wi  boose,  tluit  tlie  Seven  Commissioners,  ap- 
pointed by  Act  of  Parliament,  for  taking,  exa- 
towiugf  and  stating,  the  public  Accounts  of  the 
ktfegdoin  , hare  l>nd  very  good  grounds  fur  inak- 

their  Observations  in  their  Narrative,  or  Re- 
prcneDUiain,  laid  before  this  house.  3.  That 
dl  monies,  issued  to  the  Puyraaster-geueral  of 
e army,  ought  to  he  applied  to  the  use  of  the 
•nay  and  forces  only,  and  to  no  other  use  or 
JNpose  whatsoever.  3.  '1  hat  all  privy  seals, 
Thiers  of  tbe  Treasury,  or  other  Warrants,  to 
P.iyin't>ter-gri»cral  of  the  army,  to  apply 
***  Money,  in  hi»  hands,  to  other,  than  the  me 
army  aad  forces,  are  illegal  and  void.  4. 


That  nil  privy  seals,  or  warrants,  to  the  audi- 
tors of  the  Imprest,  to  pass  accounts,  without 
proper  vouchers,  or  to  make  any  allowances, 
other  than  according  to  the  law  nnd  course  of 
the  Exchequer,  are  illegal,  and  void.  5.  That 
the  Seven  Commissioners,  for  taking,  exa- 
mining, and  stating,  the  Public  Accounts  of  the 
Kingdom,  have  made  good  the  allegations  in 
their  Narrative,  or  representation,  laid  before 
this  house." 

Resolved,  * That  it  appears  to  this  house, 
that  the  Earl  ofRanelagh,  Paymaster-general  of 
the  Army,*  hath  misapplied  several  sums  of  tbe 
public  money." 

• “ The  earl  had  been  Paymaster  of  the 
Army  in  king  James's  time;  and  beiug  very  fit 
for  the  post,  he  had  been  continued  all  the 
last  reign  : he  had  lived  high,  and  so  it  was  be- 
lieved, his  appointments  could  not  support  so 
great  an  expence : He  hod  an  accr.unt  of  one 
and  twenty  millions  lay  upon  him.  It  was 
given  out,  that  a great  deal  of  the  money, 
lodged  in  his  office,  for  the  pay  of  the  army, 
was  diverted  to  other  uses,  distributed  among 
favourites,  or  given  to  corrupt  members  of 
parliament ; and  that  some  millions  had  been 
sent  over  to  Holland  : it  had  been  often  said 
that  great  discoveries  would  be  marie,  when- 
soever his  accounts  were  looked  into  : and  that 
he,  to  save  himself,  would  lay  open  tbe  ill  prac- 
tices of  the  former  rtign.  But  now,  when  all 
was  brought  under  a strict  examination,  a few 
inconsiderable  articles  of  some  hundreds  of 
pound*,  was  ail  that  could  be  fouud  to  he  ob- 
jected to  him  ; and,  eveu  to  these  be  gave  clear 
aud  full  answers.  At  last  they  found,  that, 
upon  the  breaking  of  a regiment,  a sum,  which 
he  had  issued  out  for  its  pay,  had  been  return- 
ed to  his  office,  the  regiment  being  brok« 
sooner  than  that  pay  was  exhausted  ; And  that 
no  eutry  of  this  was  made  in  his  accounts.  To 
this  he  answered,  that  his  officer,  who  received 
the  money,  >vus,  within  three  days  after,  taken 
& ill  of  a confirmed  stone,  that  he  never  came 
again  to  the  office,  but  died  in  great  misery ; 
And,  during  those  three  days,  he  had  not  en- 
tered that  sum  in  the  books.  Lord  Ranelagh 
acknowledged,  that  he  was  liable  to  account 
for  all  the  money  that  was  received  by  his  un- 
der-officers ; but  here  was  no  crime  or  fraud 
designed  ; yet  this  wns  so  aggravated,  that  he 
saw  his  good  post  was  his  greatest  guilt : He 
therefore  quitted  his  place,  which  being  divided, 
Mr.  Howe  was  appointed  pay-inaster  of  the 
guards  and  garrisons  at  home,  as  being  the 
more  lasting  post ; and  sir  Stephen  Fox,  pay- 
master of  the  forces  beyond  sea.  Upon  this, 
all  the  clamour  raised  against  the  enr)  of  Rane- 
lagh ceased  ; however,  the  Commous  vindicated 
the  report  of  the  commissioners  by  a vote,  and, 
to  make  a shew  of  severity,  expeUeti  the  earl 
the  house,  on  the  7th  of  February,  * for  a high 

* crime  and  misdemeanor,  in  misapplying  several 

* sums  of  the  public  money.'  But,  upon  all  this 
canvassing,  he  appeared  much  more  innocent 
than  even  his  friends  had  behevedhim.”  Tmdai. 
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The  Earl  of  Ranelagh  expelled.]  On  the  ] 
1st  of  February,  the  House  resolved.  That  Ri- 
chard earl  of  Ranelngh,  late  paymaster  of  the 
forces,  is  guilty  of  a high  crime  and  misdemea- 
nor, in  misapplying  several  sums  of  the  pub- 
lic money.  2.  That  Richard  earl  of  Rauelugb, 
for  his  said  offences,  be  expelled  this  house. 

Proceedings  of  the  Commons  against  Lord 
Halifax.]  On  the  18th  of  January,  Mr.  St. 
John,  from  the  Commissioners  of  the  Public  Ac- 
counts, presented  to  the  House  of  Commons  a 
general  state  of  Receipt  and  Issues  of  the  public 
revenue,  between  the  feast  of  St.  Michael, 
1700,  1701,  and  1702,  with  observations  there- 
upon. This  having  been  taken  into  considera- 
tion the  following  days,  and,  Mr.  Bridges,  one 
of  the  commissioners,  having,  on  the  25th,  pre- 
sented to  the  house  an  account  of  both  the  loans 
and  payments  on  the  votes  of  that  house,  in 
February  1700,  and  of  the  produce  of  25  per 
cent,  on  Freuch  goods,  and  the  application  of 
the  same,  it  was  then  resolved, 

“ That  the  borrowing  of  money,  and  striking 
tallies  with  interest  unnecessary,  before  the 
public  occasions  required  the  same,  had  been 
one  reason  of  the  great  debt,  which  lay  upon 
the  nation  : and  that  the  applying  of  the  public 
mouey  to  the  use  of  the  civil  list,  which  was 
otherwise  provided  for,  was  another  cause  of 
that  great  debt.” 

The  next  day,  colonel  Bierley,  from  the 
Commissioners,  presented  to  the  house  their 
Report,  pursuant  to  an  order  of  the  house,  by 
which  they  were  directed  to  examine  the  audi- 
tor and  other  officers  of  the  exchequer,  relating 
to  the  passing  of  the  accounts  of  the  public 
money,  and  to  lay  before  the  House  what  they 
should  And  to  be  the  cause,  that  the  accounts 
were  not  annually  and  duly  passed,  according 
to  the  laws  in  that  case,  and  through  whose 
default  it  had  happened.  This  report,  and 
several  paragraphs  of  the  Commissioners  obser- 
vations, being  read,  the  bouse  resolved, 

11 1.  That  Charles  lord  Halifax,  auditor  of  the 
receipt  of  the  exchequer,  had  neglected  his 
duty,  and  was  guilty  of  a breach  of  trust,  in  not 
transmitting  the  imprest  rolls  half-yearly  to  the 
king’s  remembrancer,  according  to  the  act  made 
in  the  session  of  parliament,  held  in  the  8th  and 
9th  years  of  his  late  majesty’s  reign,  intitled, 

“ An  act  for  the  better  observation  of  the  course 
anciently  used  in  the  receipt  of  exchequer.”  2. 
That  the  allowing  accountants  the  charges  of 
lawsuits,  to  determine  the  right  of  their  officers, 
was  a misapplication  of  the  public  money.  3. 
That  the  auditors  of  the  imprest  had  been 
guilty  of  a great  neglect  of  their  duty,  in  not 
certifying  to  the  king’s  remembrancer  the  neg- 
lect of  the  several  annual  accounts,  lh»t  the 
process  might  go  out  against  them.  And,  4. 
that  there  had  been  a general  mismanagement 
of  the  public  money,  by  not  obliging  accouu-  ' 
tants  to  make  up  their  accounts,  and  by  con- 
tinuing receivers  in  several  counties,  contrary 
to  law,  who  had  neglected  to  make  up  their  ac- 
counts in  due  time,  which  had  been  a great  , 
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I abuse  of  the  public,  and  another  cause  of  t 
great  debt  that  lay  upon  the  nation.” 

“ On  the  27th,  the  Commons,  having  pi 
ceeded  in  the  further  consideration  of  the  « 
servntion  of  the  Commissioners  of  Public  ? 
counts,  resolved,  1.  “That  the  money,  impr 
out  of  the  exchequer  for  the  service  oi  the  pi 
lie,  ought  to  be  kept  by  the  respective  oGic 
in  their  own  custody,  until  the  same  shall 
paid  to  tlic  uses,  for  which  it  was  directed. 
That  Charles  lord  H alii  fax,  auditor  of  the 
ceipt  of  exchequer,  had  been  guilty  of  a brt< 
of  trust,  in  not  examining,  every  three  moot 
the  tellers  vouchers  for  the  payments  upou 
annuities,  which  he  allowed  in  his  weekly  c 
dficates,  according  to  the  foretnentioned  ac 
parliament.  3.  That  the  resolutions  relating 
the  lord  Haliifax  be  laid  before  her  maj a 
And,  4.  That  an  Address  be  presented  to 
majesty,  that  she  would  be  pleased  to  give 
rectiona  to  the  attorney-general  to  prosec 
him  for  the  said  offences.”  On  the  7tb  of] 
bruary,  colonel  Granville  acquainted  the  Ik) 
that  the  queen  had  been  pleased  to  say,  “ 1 
she  would  send  to  the  attorney-general,  and  e 
him  her  directions  pursuant  to  this  Address- 

Lord  Halifax  cleared  by  the  Lords.]  On 
other  hand,  the  Lords,  before  whom  Mr.  C 
gory  King,  secretary  to  die  Commissioners 
Accounts,  had,  on  the  15th  of  January,  laid 
Account  of  the  general  state  of  the  receipts  a 
isnues  of  the  public  revenue,  from  the  least 
•St.  .Michael  1700,  to  the  same  feast  in  17‘ 
with  their  observations  thereupon,  ordered, 
the  1st  of  February,  that  the  Commissioner! 
Accounts  should  lay  before  their  lordships  » 
further  observations  they  had  made  in  retail 
to  the  said  accounts.  The  next  day  the  to 
took  the  book  of  public  accounts  into  consii 
ration,  and  read  the  first  paragraph  of  thcco 
missioners  observations  ; which  relating  to  I 
lord  Haliifax  his  lordship  was  heard  then 
Then  Mr.  King  delivered  at  the  bar  die  Co 
missioners  of  Accounts  farther  observatiol 
und  at  the  same  time  the  queen’s  remenibrnn< 
laid  before  their  lordships  the  imprests 
transmitted  to  him  since  November  1699-  1 
being  done,  a committee  was  appointed  toff 
sider  ot  the  observations  delivered  first  to  tb 
lordships  from  the  Commissioners  of  Accouu 
and  it  was  ordered,  “ That  the  queen’s  remr 
brancer  should,  the  next  day,  bring  before  t 
said  committee  the  imprest- rolls  transmitted 
him  since  the  20th  of  April  1697,  being  lb*1” 
from  which  the  act  commenced  : And  second 
That  the  Commissioners  for  Public  Accoui 
should  have  notice,  that  their  lordships  had  » 
pointed  a committee  to  consider  of  their  o 
servadom.  Ou  the  3d  of  February,  Mr- 
ker,  deputy  to  her  majesty’s  remenibranff 
brought  the  other  imprest-rolls,  as  ordered  t 
day  before  ; which  were  delivered  to  the  eoi 
nutter,  nnd  the  duke  of  Somerset  reported  fw 
the  said  committee,  that  they  had  taken  t 
first  observation  into' consideration,  in  rel*01 
to  the  auditor  of  the  exchequer;  That,  thou 
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uSeCotDmi'sionersof  Accounts  had  notice  of  the 
craonttce*  fitting,  yet  none  of  them  attended; 
uxj  tnen-fure  the  committee  was  of  opinion, 
ffiat  a me?Kgc  he  sent  to  the  House  of  Coin- 
■was,  that  they  might  have  leave  to  attend ; 
•incn  message  w as,  on  the  4th  of  February, 
scut  accordingly. 

0<uhe5th,  the  Commons,  having  taken  the 
sud  raeisage  into  consideration,  appointed  a 
rnumttee  to  inspect  the  journals,  and  to  search 
precedent*  relating  to  what  laid  been  done 
MM  the  Lords  desiring  members  of  the  House 
M Commons  to  attend  (lie  house  of  Lords,  and 
in  ralation  to  the  Lords  inspecting  and  exumi- 
&&*;  accounts.  And  tlie  same  day  the  duke  of 
Js-raerset  made  the  following  reuort : 
u The  committee  appointed  to  consider  of 
ti*  observations  in  the  book  ol  accounts  deli- 
vered into  this  House,  have^iuade  some  progress 
ra  considering  the  said  observations,  and  take 
kart  to  acquaint  this  House,  that  they  have  ex- 
ttuart  into  the  first  of  these  observations; 
ud  »i$o  the  further  observations  delivered  into 
tbf?  House,  tbe  2nd  instant,  relating  to  the 
feaattittiiig  the  ordinary  imprest  rolls  to  the 
t^ceo's  remembrancer.  They  have  inspected 
krenl  of  the  original  imprest-rolls  delivered 
tain  the  house  by  Mr.  Barker,  deputy  to  her 
Eajesty’s  remembrancer.  They  also  examined  di- 
vert officers  of  the  Exchequer,  and  others,  upon 
Hth,  and  do  find,  that,  by  the  ancient  and 
potempted  course  of  the  Exchequer,  two 
*fast  rolls  are  to  be  made  out  for  each  year  ; 
tfrtone  comprehending  all  such  sums  imprest 
fom  the  end  of  Trinity- term  to  the  end  of 
Ikbnr-tenn ; the  other  containing  all  such 
from  that  time  to  the  end  ofTrinity-term ; 
»hich  rolls  are  commonly  called  half  yearly 
lolls,  though  improperly.  They ‘find,  that, 
Iwtbe ancient  course  of  the  Exchequer,  thc*T 
“preit-roils,  being  made  oat  by  the  auditor  of 
the  receipt,  are  to  he  delivered  by  him  to  the 
berk  of  the  pells,  w hose  duty  it  is  to  examine 
std sign  them  ; and  this  being  done,  the  clerk 
die  pells  delivers  them  to  the  remembrancer. 
This  Mage  was  by  degrees  discontinued  in  the 
R>Caof  king  Charles  the  second  ; and  the  re- 
membrancer, or  his  agent,  used  to  come  to 
tie  office  of  the  auditor  of  the  receipt,  aad 
kheanay  the  imprest-rolls  from  thence  ira- 
fcfckately.  But,  iu  the  tune  when  the  earl  of 
WatfrwM  treasurer,  the  ancient  usage  was 
stored,  and  he  did  order,  that  the  imprest- 
*o!is  vho'ild  he  carefully  examined  and  signet! 
by  the  deck  of  the  pells,  before  they  should 
U traatinittvd  to  the  remembrancer  ; and  nc- 
cordmg|y>Wnce  that  time,  the  ancient  custom 
been  observed,  as  well  before  as  since  the 
**  of  parli ament  made  in  the  8ih  and  9th 
}«»r»  of  his  late  majesty,  * For  tlie  better  ob- 
1 serration  of  tbe  course  anciently  u*ed  in  the 
rcceipt  of  the  Exohequer  ;*  that  is  to  say,  the 
^half-yearly  rolls,  when  made  out,  and 
by  the  auditor,  have  been  by  him  truns- 
®JQ;ed  to  the  clerk  of  the  pells  ; and  when  tlie 
r*rsof  the  pells  has  examined  and  signed 
^**1  he,  or  his  deputy,  has  delivered  them  to 
*01.  vu 


the  remembrancer;  and  this  appears  by  the 
remembrancer's  indorsement  upon  the  rolls. 
The  committee  finds,  that  Charles  lord  Halifax 
has  been  auditor  of  the  receipt  from  the  end  of, 
November  1099,  since  which  time  six  imprest 
rolls  have  been  transmitted  to  tlie  remembran- 
cer ; and  there  is  a seventh  roll  now  under  ex- 
amination of  the  office  of  the  pells,  nod  no 
other  roll  can  be  prepared  till  after  the  12th  of 
this  instant  February.  Upon  the  whole  matter, 
the  committee  are  humbly  of  opinion,  that 
Charles  lord  Halifux,  auditor  of  the  receipt  of 
the  Exchequer,  hath  performed  the  duty  of  his 
office,  in  transmitting  the  ordinary  imprest 
rolls  to  the  queen’s  remembrancer,  according  to 
the  ancient  custom  of  (he  Exchequer,  and  the 
directions  of  the  act  of  the  8th  and  9th  Gulielm. 
3.  and  that  he  hath  not  been  guilty  of  any 
neglect  or  breach  of  trust  upon  that  account. 

This  report  being  read,  as  also  the  exami- 
nation taken  upon  oath  by  the  committee,  and 
the  dates  and  indorstnents  of  the  several  imprest- 
rolls,  delivered  by  Mr.  Barker,  the  question  was 
put  * Whether  this  house  would  agree  to  the 
1 opinion  of  the  committee  in  this  report  ?’ 
Which  being  carried  in  the  affirmative,  it  was 
resolved  and  declared  by  the  lords  spiritual  and 
temporal  in  parliament  assembled,  That 
Charles  lord  Halifax,  auditor  of  the  receipt  of 
the  Exchequer,  hath  performed  the  duty  of  his 
office  in  transmitting  the  ordinary  imprest- 
rolls  to  the  queen’s  remembrancer,  according 
to  the  ancient  custom  of  the  Ex»  hequer,  and 
the  direction  of  the  act  8 and  9 Guliehni  3, 
regis,  entitled,  **  An  act  for  tbe  better  obser- 
vation of  the  course  anciently  used  in  the 
receipt  of  the  exchequer and  that  lie 
hath  not  been  guilty  of  any  neglect  or'brcnch 
of  trust  upon  that  account.  At  the  same  lima 
the  Lords  ordered  their  proceedings  in  this  af- 
fair to  be  immediately  printed  and  published. 

Difference  between  the  two  Houses  respecting 
the  Public  Accounts .]  This  vindication  of  the 
lord  Halifax  gave  great  offence  to  the  House 
of  Commons,  who,  on  the  12th  of  February, 
ordered  their  committee  to  search  the  journals 
of  the  House  of  Lords,  and  report  their  lord- 
ships proceedings  in  relation  to  the  observa- 
tions of  the  commissioners  of  accounts.  Pur- 
suant to  this  order,  col.  Granville  the  next  day 
reported  to  the  house,  what  the  committee  had 
found  both  in  the  Lords  journals  relating  to  this 
affair,  and  in  the  journals  of  tbe  House  of  Com- 
mons relating  to  what  had  been  done  upon 
the  Lords  desiring  members  of  the  said  house 
to  attend  the  House  of  Lords  ; and  in  relation 
to  the  Lords  inspecting  and  examining  public 
accounts. 

This  Report  being  read,  tbe  Commons  or- 
dered the  same  Committee  to  draw  up  what 
was  proper  to  be  offered  to  the  Lords,  at  n Con- 
ference upon  the  subject  matter  of  their  lord- 
ships  message  of  the  4th  instant,  which  the 
Committee  did  accordingly  in  this  manner: 

+*  The  Commons  cannot  comply  with  your 
lordships  desires  contained  in  your  message  of 
tlie  4th  instant,  because  the  Comment  art  »tiU 
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of  the  same  opinion,  as  was  delivered  to  your 
lordships  in  February  1691,  at  a free  confereuce 
upon  the  subject  matter  of  the  amendments 
tuadc  by  the  Lords  to  the  additional  bill,  for 
the  appointing  and  enabling  commissioners  to 
examine,  take,  and  slate  the  public  accounts, 
of  the  kingdom,  when  they  desired  to  know  the 
end  your  lordships  would  propose  to  yourselves 
by  on  enquiry  into  the  public  accounts.  For, 
should  any  misapplication  of  money,  or  de- 
fault of  distribution,  appear  iu  the  accounts, 
your  lordships  cannot  take  cognizance  thereof 
originally,  or  otherwise,  even  in  your  judicial 
capacity,  than  at  the  complaint  of  the  Com- 
mons. And,  should  a failure  or  want  of 
money  appear,  it  is  not  in  your  lordships’  power 
to  redress  it,  for  the  grant  of  ail  aids  is  iu  the 
Commons  only;  or,  if  there  be  uny  surplusage, 
the  Commons  only  can  apply  it  to  the  charge 
of  the  ensuing  year.  But,  should  the  Commons 
give  leave  to  the  Commissioners  to  attend  your 
lordships,  no  information  they  can  give  against 
any  person  whatsoever,  can  entitle  your  lord- 
ships  cither  to  acquit  or  condemn.  Vet,  since 
this  message,  the  Commons  find  in  your  lord- 
ships  journals  a resolution,  declaring.  * That 

* Charles  lord  llallifax,  auditor  of  the  receipt  of 

* the  Exchequer,  has  performed  the  duty  of  his 

* office,  ike.’  Which  looks  to  the  Commons, 
as  if  your  lordships  pretended  to  give  a judg- 
ment of  acquittal,  without  any  accusation 
brought  before  your  lordships,  and  consequently 
without  any  trial.  And  that,  which  makes 
your  lordships  proceeding  yet  more  irregular, 
it  tends  to  prejudging  a cause  which  might  re- 
gularly have  come  before  you,  either  originally 
by  impeachment,  or  by  writ  of  error  from  the 
courts  below.  And  therefore  the  Commons 
can  see  no  use  of  their  resolution,  unless  it  be 
either  to  intimidate  the  judges,  or  prepossess  a 
jury.  But,  if  your  lordships  could  have  judged 
in  this  matter,  it  docs  not  appear  by  your 
lordships  journals,  that  you  have  had  under 
your  examination  the  respective  times  of  trans- 
mitting the  several  imprest  rolls  to  the  queen’s 
remembrancer;  without  which  it  is  impossible 
to  know,  whether  the  auditor  of  the  receipt 
has  done  his  duty  according  to  the  late  act  of 
parliament.” 

These  Reasons  being  reported,  on  the  16th 
of  February,  by  colonel  Granville,  and  after- 
wards read  and  approved  by  the  house,  a 
Message  was  immediately  sent  to  the  Lords,  to 
desire  a Conference;  to  which  the  Lords  having 
the  next  day  agreed,  the  managers  for  tl»e 
Commons  delivered  the  said  Reasons  to  their 
lordships. 

The  Lords,  upon  this,  on  the  18th,  came  to 
the  following  Resolutions  : first,  “ That  the 
Lords  have an  undoubted  right  (which  they  can 
never  suffer  to  be  contested)  to  take  cogni- 
zance originally  of  all  public  accounts) ; and  to 
enquire  into  any  misapplication  or  default  in 
the  distribution  of  public  numies,  or  into  any 
other  mismanagement  whatsoever;  secondly, 
That  the  Lords,  in  their  inquiry  into,  and  exa- 
mination of  the  observations  of  the  commis- 
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sioners  of  accounts,  in  relation  to  Charles  lord 
Halifax,  and  in  their  resolution  thereupon, 
had  proceeded  according  to  the  rules  of  justice, 
and  the  evidence,  that  was  before  them.  And, 
thirdly,  that  the  Commons,  in  their  reasons  de- 
livered at  the  last  confereuce,  had  used  several 
expressions  and  arguments  highly  reflecting, 
and  ahogfther  unparliamentary,  tending  to  de- 
destroy  all  good  correspondence  between  tl»e 
two  Houses,  and  to  the  subversicu  of  the  con- 
stitution.” 

The  queen,  being  apprehensive  of  the  con- 
sequences of  these  differences  between  the  tun 
Houses,  sent  a message  to  the  Lords,  on  the  22d 
of  February,  by  the  earl  of  Nottingham,  to 
make  a quick  dispatch  with  ihe  business  before 
them  ; and  the  same  day  their  lordships  com- 
municated the  nhove-mentioned  resolution  to 
the  Commons  at  a Conference,  which  their  hud- 
ships  had  desired  and  appointed.  The  Com- 
mons. having  the  next  day  taken  the  same  into 
consideration,  resolved,  That  a free  Confereuce 
be  desired  with  the  Lords  upon  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  two  Inst  Conferences ; and  or- 
dered their  manage  rs  to  consider  of  what  heads 
were  fit  to  be  urged  at  the  said  Free  Confer- 
ence, which  they  accordingly  dal,  and  the  Mid 
heads  were  as  follow  : 

1.  “ That  no  cognizance,  the  Lords  can  tale 
of  the  public  accounts,  can  enable  them  to 
supply  any  deficiency,  or  apply  any  surplu- 
sage of  the  public  money.  2.  That  the  Lore's 
can  neither  acquit  or  condemn  any  person 
whatsoever,  upon  any  inquiry  urisiug  originally 
in  their  own  house.  3.  That  the  attempt  the 
Lords  have  made,  to  acquit  Charles  lord  Hal- 
lilax,  auditor  of  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer, 
is  unparliamentary,  and  not  warranted  by 
woy  precedent : and  the  resolution  thereupon 
plainly  contrary  to  what  appears  on  the  record 
themselves.  4.  That  the  Conference,  desired 
by  the  Commons,  was  in  order  to  preserve  a 
good  correspondence  between  both  Houses,  by 
offering  reasons  to  prevent  the  Lords  from  pro- 
ceeding in  a case,  which  they  had  no  precedent 
to  warrant ; and  the  Commons  exposing  the 
consequences  they  apprehend  might  follow  fiom 
that  resolution,  was  neither  reflecting  nor  un- 
parliamentary, nor  tending  to  destroy  the  good 
correspondence  between  the  two  Houses;  and 
much  less  to  the  subversion  of  the  constitution: 
and,  5.  That  the  Lords  delivering  at  a Confer- 
ence their  resolutions,  instead  of  reasons, in 
answer  to  the  reasons  of  the  Commons,  is  not 
agreeable  to  ihe  ancient  rules  and  methods  of 
parliament  observed  in  the  conferences  bet  ween 
the  two  houses. 

These  heads  being  reported  by  colonel  Gran- 
ville on  the  25th,  and  then  read,  and  approved 
by  the  Home,  a mosuire  was  sent  to  the  Lords, 
to  desire  a Free  Conference  with  tbeir  lord- 
ships,  who  appointed  the  same  immediately  in 
ihe  Painted  Chamber,  and  named  tiie  lord 
Steward,  the  carl  of  Carlisle,  and  the  lords 
Herbert,  iialiifux,  and  Ferrers,  to.  be  their  u>a* 
nagers. 


by  Googh 
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The  managers  for  the  Commons,  at  the  head 
of  whom  was  Mr.  Finch,  opened  the  pnrti- 
ciirs,  which  they  had  in  direction  to  iosUt  on ; 
jridme,  u That,  when  they  acquainted  their 
bnhfcjpt*  that  the  expressing  the  consequences, 
whidi  they  apprehended  might  follow  from 
tier  lordships  resolutions,  it  was  not  a charge 
ipuo  their  lordships,  that  they  intended  that 
cca*equence,  but  that  they  wouid  have  been 
T«y  glad  their  lordships  would  have  been 
phased  to  Lave  let  them  know,  what  use  was  to 
be  made  of  it,  or  what  they  intended  by  it : 
tai  coocluded,  that,  if  their  lordships  did 
controvert  any  of  these  poiuts,  they  were  ready 
to  maintain  them.” 

The  Lords  made  no  answer  to  any  of  these 
particulars,  except  to  the  matter  of  the  tesolu- 
uto  rehting  to  the  lord  Halifax,  upon  which 
tl*?  acknowledged,  That  they  were  no  court 
W inquiry  to  form  any  accusation  : that  their 
proceeding  in  relatiou  to  that  lord  was  no  trial, 
aw  * as  their  resolution  any  judgment  or  ac- 
; but  that  he  might  still  be  prosecuted 
a before.  Rut  that,  which  gave  occasion  to 
that  proceeding,  was  the  resolution  of  the 
Hcuse  of  Commons,  which  they  found  in  the 
prated  votes,  reflecting  upon  a member  of  their 
hme  ; and  thereupon  thev  thought  fit  to  give 
thee  epmion,  which  they  did  in  the  legislative 
ttihorhy.” 

The  managers  for  the  Commons  replied, 
4 That  their  lordships  having  in  their  rvsolu- 
tous  declared,  that  lliey  had  proceeded  acrord- 
•g  to  the  rules  of  justice,  and  the  evidence 
that  was  before  them,  the  Commons  could  put 
W ither  interpretation  upon  it,  than  that  it 
•w  intended  sis  a judgment : and  no  judgment 
crxiid  be  made,  where  there  was  no  accusa- 
and,  if  it  w as  not  a judgment,  they  could 
^•nagine  what  it  did  tend  to.  As  to  their 
■nhhip*  delivering  their  opinion,  that  it  was 
tpioitthe  rules  of  any  court,  that  any  judge 
aiataoerer  should  deliver  his  opinion  in  a 
c-ase,  that  might  come  before  him  ; and  that 
th»  matter  might  hereafter  come  judicially 
Ufore  their  lordships.  That  there  was  a great 
wirrtoce  between  the  vote  of  the  Commons 
ia<J  the  resolution  of  the  Lords.  That  the  vote 
cf  the  House  of  Commons  was  but  in  order  to 
i prosecution,  which  they  can  never  vote 
witboat  declaring  the  crime,  and  they  can 
^ver  come  to  be  judges  of  if.  That  the 
House  of  Commons  is  the  grand  inqurst  of  tlie 
tattoo,  and  every  grand-jury,  that  finds  Riila 
Wra  upon  an  indictment,  does  by  that  declare 
tbeman  guilty.  But  that  the  lords  have  a ju- 
<hctal  capacity,  and  their  resolution,  before  an 
iccusauon  brought,  i*  prejudging  the  cause, 
that  may  pome  regularly  before  them.  As  to 
the  observation  the  Commons  made,  that  the 
birds  had  not  examined  the  respective  times  of 
ttttsnutnng  the  imprest-rolls  to  the  queen’s  re- 
membrancer, the  Commons’  managers  said, 
Tt<  as  their  lordships  resolution  was  no  judg- 
*o  this  Conference  was  no  trial.  Rut,  to 
tfcv  the  mistake  of  their  lordships  resolution, 


they  observed,  the  date  upon  the  several  im- 
prest-rolls, that  had  been  transmitted  to  the 
remembrancer  ; and  that  they  apprehend  there 
were  still  two  wanting  : that  the  three  last, 
that  were  transmitted,  came  not  to  the  re- 
membrancer till  January  last  ; the  two  first  on 
the  23d,  the  last  on  the  27th  ; and  that  the  first 
of  these  three  imprest-rolls  was  money  imprest 
to  the  21st  of  February  17C0,  and  said  to  be  in 
the  first  year  of  queen  Anne;  which  shewed, 
that  the  roll  wns  so  far  from  being  examined  or 
transmitted  in  time,  that  it  was  not  made  up 
till  since  her  majesty  came  to  the  crown. 
That,  as  the  custom  formerly  hud  been  to  set 
down  the  time  of  the  examination  of  those 
rolls,  since  Mr.  Charles  Montagu  came  in  to  he 
auditor,  he  set  down  the  month,  but  not  the 
day  : and,  since  the  lord  Hnllifax  was  auditor, 
lie  hgd  set  down  neither  month  nor  day  ; and 
that,  hy  his  example,  on  the  three  last  imprest- 
rolls,  the  clerk  of  the  pells  hud  put  no  time 
at  all.” 

To  this  the  lord  TTallifax,  in  his  own  defence, 
replied,  **  that  the  Lords’  Resolution  was  well 
founded,  since  they  had  the  rolls  themselves 
before  them,  and  proof  upon  oath.  That,  by 
the  words  of  the  act,  the  auditor  was  to  transmit 
the  imprest-rolls  to  the  remembrancer  half- 
yearly,  according  to  the  usual  course  of  the 
exchequer  ; which  is  eight  mouths  mid  four 
months.  That  it  was  not  his  duty  to  transmit 
them  immediately  to  (he remembrancer,  because 
he  was  to  send  them  to  the  clerk  of  the  pells, 
who  is  to  examine  and  sign  them.  That  it 
could  not  be  imagined,  that  the  auditor  should 
be  tied  to  a certain  time  to  transmit  the  rolls  to 
the  remembrancer,  because  they  must  first  go 
through  another  hand  ; and  he  never  took  it, 
there  was  any  occasion  to  put  down  the  time  be 
examined  them,  for  that  would  appear  from 
the  time  of  the  delivery  and  date  of  the  roll. 
That  there  wns  one  examined  by  the  clerk  of 
the  rolls,  the  4th  of  July,  which  he  did  not  tale 
to  be  the  auditor’s  fault,  but  to  be  the  duty  of 
the  clerk  of  the  pells  to  deliver  them.  That 
every  body  knew  the  great  trouble,  that  had 
been  given  in  his,  ns  well  ns  other  offices,  by  the 
commissioners  of  accounts  ; and  that  no  loss 
had  happened  by  not  transmitting  these  rolls, 
no  process  having  been  issued  forth  for  hi  any 
years  upon  them.” 

The  managers  for  the  Commons  said,  11  that 
though  half-yearly  should  he  taken  for  eight 
months  and  four  months,  yet  by  that  they  must 
be  transmitted  twice  a year  ; and  so  he  had 
failed  in  his  duty  in  that  respect.  That  to 
construe  the  ancient  course  of  the  exchequer 
in  the  act  of  parliament,  to  be  meant,  that  the 
clerk  of  the  pells  should  transmit  the  rolls,  was 
a direct  contradiction  to  the  act,  that  says,  the 
auditor  shall  do  it.”  That  the  ancient  course 
of  the  exchequer  having  not  been  observed,  wcl 
the  occasion  of  making  that  law  ; and  that 
they  though:  laws  were  to  be  observed.  That 
indeed  no  process  could  issue  till  the  rolls  were 
transmitted,  njid  possibly  might  be  the  ground 
the  accounts  had  beon  to  long  unp*sscd,to  the 
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prejudice  of  the  public.  And  that,  in  his 
lordship's  apprehension,  there  was  no  loss  to 
the  public  by  not  transmitting  the  rolls,  might 
probably  be  the  reason  of  his  lordship’s  neglect- 
ing his  duty." 

Here  the  Free  Conference  broke  up  : and 
the  members  being  returned  to  their  respective 
Houses,  th*  Commons  ordered  their  managers  to 
draw  up  a Report  of  the  said  Free  Conference  ; 
and  then  a motion  was  made,  **  That  the  votes 
of  the. I louse  should  not  be  printed;  and  that 
this  might  be  a stnndiug  order  which  was 
carried  hi  the  affirmative. 

The  Lords,  on  the  contrary,  ordered  their 
proceedings,  in  relation  to  the  Public  Accounts, 
to  he  immediately  printed  ; whereupon  the 
Commons  resolved  to  publish  tlieir  proceedings 
likewise. 

The  Commons  Address  to  the  Queen  concerning 
the  public  Accounts,  public  Delinquents , AfC."\  On 
the  11th  of  February  the  House  of  Commons 
laid  the  following  Representation  before  her 
majesty  : 

“ Most  gracious  Sovereign  ; 

“ We  your  majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  Commons  in  parliament  assembled 
(being  deeply  sensible,  that  notwithstanding 
the  immense  sums  which  have  been  raised  for 
the  service  of  the  late  war,  the  nation  still 
labours  under  a vast  debt  of  many  millions  of 
money)  do  think  it  our  indispensible  duty  to 
lay  before  your  majosty  the  unhappy  causes 
and  instruments,  which  appear  to  us,  to  have 
brought  this  heavy  burden  upon  your  people, 
not  doubting  but  your  majesty  will  be  graciously 
pleased,  in  your  great  wisdom  and  goodness, 
to  give  such  effectual  orders,  that  neither  any 
indirect  practices  shall  he  suffered,  nor  any 
persons  entrusted  with  the  administration  of 
the  public  affairs,  who  have  been  the  authors  of 
all  our  miseries. 

“ We  therefore  humbly  crave  leave  to  repre- 
sent to  your  majesty,  that  during  the  said  war, 
which  was  carried  on  in  defe  nce  of  the  protes- 
tant  religion,  and  the  liberties  of  Europe, 
against  the  common  enemy  of  both,  and  there- 
fore chearfully  supported  by  the  people  of 
England  ; yet,  even  then,  when  the  great 
necessities  of  ti  e kingdom  did  require  a more 
khan  ordinary  frugality,  there  appears  to  have 
been  a genera)  mismanagement  of  the  public 
revenue,  which  was  principally  owing  to  some 
of  tlfbse  great  officers  of  the  Treasury,  who, 
being  more  intent  on  their  own  private  profit 
than  the  due  execution  of  their  public  trusts, 
did  neither  discharge  the  duty  of  their  own 
places,  nor  take  care  that  the  sub-ordinate 
officers  should  discharge  theirs. 

° And  we  cun  attribute  it  to  no  other  cause 
than  this  reiuissness  in  the  Treasury,  that  many 
receivers  in  the  several  counties  of  England  and 
Wales,  made  so  long  and  unnecessary  delays  in 
ilu.ii'  respective  payments  into  the  exchequer, 
of  the  taxes  given  by  parliament,  and  levied  on 
your  majesty’s  g<vod  subjects,  by  which  means 


they  made  unreasonable  advantages  to  them- 
selves, whilst  the  public  whs  forced  to  pat 
great  interest  and  large  premiums,  not  onij 
for  the  want  of  their  own  money,  but,  as  wn 
have  great  reason  to  believe,  many  times  fa 
the  loan  of  it  ; and  several  receivers  in  sue 
intermediate  time  have  failed  with  comiderabl 
sums  in  their  hands,  to  the  great  loss  an 
damage  of  the  public. 

“ Your  dutiful  Commons  do  further  humbl 
representto  your  majesty,  that  great  sums  \ 
money  have  been  borrowed,  and  divers  tallit 
with  interest  struck  unnecessarily  upon  the  a 
scssments  and  other  parliamentary  aids,  bcfoi 
the  public  occasions  have  required  them  ; or 
this  practice  hath  been  pursued,  when  votes 
credit  have  been  obtained,  upon  represent 
tions  made  to  your  Commons  of  very  pressii 
necessities  for  the  same  : whereby  many  office 
of  the  revenue,  and  their  friends,  have  bad  i 
opportunity  to  receive  great  sums  for  intent 
which  did  incur  on  such  tnllics  before  th< 
money  was  paid  in,  to  the  use  of  the  publit 
for  the  advantage 'of  w hich  interest,  we  ba 
also  reason  to  believe,  that  many  accomptar 
(who  have  received  from  the  Exchequer  gre 
sums  of  money  for  the  use  of  the  public)  d 
industriously  delay  the  payment  thereof  to  ti 
seamen  and  soldiers,  to  whom  it  was  du 
And  this  seems  to  be  die  great  induceniei 
that  made  such  accomptanU  trust  great  sut 
of  the  public  money  in  the  hands  of  gol 
smiths  and  other  persons,  in  order  to  ronl 
private  advantages  of  it,  and  lend  it  hack 
the  Exchequer  in  other  persons  names:  i 
which  tended  to  the  great  damage  of  yo 
majesty's  good  subjects,  to  the  manifest  wroi 
and  discouragement  of  the  seamen  and  si 
diers,  and  to  the  great  dishonour  of  the  Engli 
nation. 

“ This  evil  practice  of  striking  tallies  wi 
interest,  before  the  money  was  paid  in,  w 
also  attended  with  another  very  great  in  cony 
nience  to  the  public,  that  whenever  the  nam 
had  occasion  for  ready- money  to  answer  t 
present  necessities  of  the  kingdom,  many  p* 
sons  Vvho  advanced  their  money  upon  lo* 
knowing  they  should  have  the  same  advnntng 
by  delay,  as  by  prompt -payment,  would  n 
bring  their  money  into  the  Exchequer  for  sev 
ral  months  after  the  tallies  were  struck;  "her 
by  the  government  was  forced,  in  the  me.' 
time,  to  pay  excessive  rates  for  stores  and  pr 
visions  for  the  army  and  navy,  in  regard  tl 
merchants  and  tradesmen  could  have  no  read 
money  for  their  goods,  but  i emote  tallies  ‘’I* 
a large  discount. 

**  And  by  these  and  other  undue  means, 
very  great  part  of  all  the  public  aids 
squandered  away  in  extravagant  interest,  lar| 
premiums,  and  in  excessive  rates  for  stores  a1 
provisions,  which  has  been  one  of  the  grt' 
causes  that  hath  brought  so  heavy  a debt  upt 
this  nation. 

u But  here  we  cannot,  in  justice, omit  m a' 
knowledge  the  present  good  management 
the  Treasury,  w hereby,  for  the  honour  of  1°' 
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government,  and  the  advantage  of  the  whole 
Bitioo,  no  unnecessary  tallies  w ith  interest  are 
permitted  to  be  struck,  nor  mere  money  at  any 
tnie  borrowed,  than  the  necessities  of  the  na- 
tion do  require ; and  care  is  taken  to  support 
the  credit  of  the  navy,  victualling,  'and  other 
public  offices ; and  that  stores  and  provisions 
are  in  good  measure  provided,  with  asgreat  ad- 
nctage  to  the  public,  as  if  the  same  were  pur- 
chssed  with  ready-money  ; which  frugality  and 
gaod  management  will  be  found  to  be  one  of 
is  most  effectual  means,  to  make  your  majes- 
ty’s government  easy  at  home,  and  to  carry  on 
a v-gorms  war  against  the  common  enemy 
abroad. 

44  And  we  humbly  crave  leave  farther  to  re- 
present to  your  majesty,  that  though  your  Com- 
mons, who  are  always  ready  to  support  the  dig- 
nity of  the  crown,  had  amply  provided  all  those 
which,  according  to  the  largest  estimates 
k-d  before  them,  were  thought  necessary  for 
lr.t  occasions  of  the  civil-list,  yet,  over  and 
above  the  said  sum*,  and  out  of  the  aids  given 
by  parliament,  (which  by  the  law  of  England 
are  appropriated,  and  ought  to  have  been  em- 
ployed in  the  common  profit  of  the  whole  realm) 
■a 'if  large  suras  of  money,  during  the  time  of 
■eh  heavy  taxe%  upon  the  people,  have  been 
livened  under  the  head  of  secret  services,  and 
kr  salaries,  bounties  nnd  pensions  to  private 
persons,  which,  if  proper  to  he  paid  at  all, 
roght  to  have  been  supplied  out  of  the  civil- 
list  : Nay,  to  so  great  a degree  did  this  profuse- 
*e-s  extend,  that  several  thousand  pounds  were 
jai'l  out  of  public  aids,  to  purchase  great  plnces 
fcr  the  late  carl  of  Sunderland,  and  the  present 
of  Albemarle  ; so  little  could  your  Com- 
mons depend  upon  the  integrity  of  the  public 
•Geers,  so  little  regard  was  had  by  them  to 
heavy  taxes  the  people  lay  under,  that 
Ratting  less  could  secure  the  public  money 
front  misapplications,  than  an  express  clause  of 
appropriation ; whicV  though  not  at  all  neces- 
cejsary  for  the  security  of  the  public  money  in 
feM«ral,  but  only  to  direct  the  application  of  it 
,rt  some  particular  cases,  yet  whenever  your 
tomums  trade  no  such  particular  appropria- 
tao,  thry  seldom  failed  to  misapply  the  puh- 
U money  ; which  has  been  another  great  cause 
the  heavy  debt  that  lie*  upon  the  nation. 

“ And  your  Commons  humbly  crave  leave 
hrtker  to  represent  to  your  majesty,  that  the 
“cirot  nnd  established  method  of  accounting 
■*  your  majesty’s  Exchequer,  hath  been  in 
manner  following:  that  is  to  say,  the  auditor 
®f  the  receipt  i*to  make  out  nnd  transmit  the 
rolls  half-yearly  to  your  majesty’s  re- 
°*inhrancer,  io  order  to  the  charging  and  pro- 
moting the  neemnprants  ; which  being  roin- 
Aaoicvred  to  the  auditors  of  the  imprest,  they  I 
to  certify  to  the  said  remembrancer  what' 
^coqjptants  have  not  brought  in,  or  pr  >*criif- 
♦d  tlurir  ncctmnts,  and  thereupon  the  reu«e:n- 
Wcer  is  obliged,  every  issuable  term,  to  isme 
^prnctss  against  them,  so  that  the  auditor  of 
fr* receipt  i*  the  main  wheel  that  sets  ail  the 
a-going ; and  when  that  great  officer  is  de- 


ficient in  his  duty,  it  is  not  regular,  nor  indeed 
possible,  for  the  rest  to  proceed/ but  all  process 
against  accomptants  must  be  at  a stand,  and 
your  majesty,  and  all  your  loyal  subjects  must 
extremely  suffer  by  it.  And  as  to  the  clerk  of 
the  pells,  he  is  to  examine  the  imprest  rolls,  but 
the  auditor  is  obliged  to  transmit  them  to  th* 
remembrancer  ; nnd  when,  through  the  neglect 
or  corruption  of  the  said  officers,  this  ancient 
method  nnd  course  of  the  Exchequer,  was  not 
so  strictly  observed  as  it  ought  to  hafe  been,  it 
was  expressly  provided  by  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment, so  lately  made  as  in  the  eighth  and  ninth 
year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  mqjesty  king  Wil- 
liam of  glorious  memory,  and  entitled,  * An 
1 Act  for  the  better  Observation  of  the  Course 

* anciently  used  in  the  Receipt  of  the  Exche- 
quer/ in  these  words  following:  that  is  to 

sav,  4 That  the  auditor  of  the  receipt  shall 
4 transmit  the  ordinary  imprest  rolls  half-yearly 

* to  the  king’s  remembrancer,  in  order  to  the 
4 charging  or  prosecuting  of  accomptants ; and 
4 shall  half-yearly,  to  wit,  at  Easter  and  Mi- 

* chaehuas,  make  out  and  transmit  to  the  said 

* commissioners  of  the  Treasury,  or  the  trea- 

* surer  for  the  time  being,  the  declaration  of 
4 the  leceipt,  issues  and  remains  at  the  Exche- 

* quer  for  every  half-year  successively ; all 
4 which  matters  nnd  things,  nnd  all*  other 

* matters  and  things  belonging  to  the  office  nnd 
4 duty  of  the  auditor  of  the  receipt,  shall  be 

* faithfully  nnd  carefully  done  nnd  performed 
4 by  the  auditor  of  the  receipt  for  the  time  be- 

* ing,  in  such  manner  as  hath  been  anciently 

* accustomed.  And  it  is  hereby  farther  pro- 
4 vided,  that  the  said  auditor  do,  ns  frequently 
4 as  he  thinks  fit,  but  at  least  once  in  every 
4 three  months,  carefully  examine  the  teller’s 
4 vouchers,  for  the  payments  which  he  allows  in 
4 his  weekly  certificates/  But  so  it  is,  most 
gracious  sovereign,  that  notwithstanding  the 
plain  and  express  words  of  the  said  statute  so 
iutely  made,  Charles  lord  Iiallifax,  the  present 
auditor  of  the  receipt,  though  he  was  himself  a 
member  of  that  parliament,  yet  he  hath  taken 
so  little  care  to  discharge  the  duty  of  his  office, 
for  the  interest  of  your  majesty  and  the  securi- 
ty of  the  public,  that  he  hath  not  duly  perform- 
ed any  one  of  the  particulars  above-mentioned ; 
and  for  want  of  examining  the  tellers  legal 
vouchers,  the  said  auditor  manifestly  deceived 
your  majesty  and  the  public,  by  inserting  into 
the  weekly  certificates  of  the  receipts,  issues, 
nnd  remains  of  the  Exchequer,  such  sums  of 
money  as  were  never  actually  and  bonu  fide 
paid  to  the  proper  parties,  nor  the  crown  legal- 
ly discharged  thereof:  And  ns  to  the  imprest- 
rolls,  your  Commons  cannot  without  grief  ob- 
serve . to  your  majesty,  that  notwithstanding 
there  may  he  six  imprest-rolls  now  transmitted 
to  the  remembrancer, yet  it  is  well  known  iu  the 
said  office,  that  none  of  the  said  rolls  from  the 
78th  of  June,  1700,  exclusive,  were  so  trans- 
mitted, till  very  lately  after  the  22nd  of  January 
last,  ami  after  the  said  Commissioners  of  Ac- 
counts had  made  their  enquiries  into  that  neg- 
lect by  order  of  your  Commons  ; whiefi  being 
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long  after  the  time  they  ought  to  have  been 
transmitted,  the  said  auditor  was  very  tier  from 
doing  his  duty  iu  this  particular ; anil  by  rea- 
son of  this  neglect,  no  charge  could  he  made  in 
the  mean  time  upon  the  respective  nccompt- 
ants,  who  have  received  vast  sums  of  the  pub- 
lic money,  which  are  unaccounted  for  to  this 
day  ; and  by  this  means,  notwithstanding  the 
imprest  accomptants  ought  annually  to  account 
within  three  months  after  the  end  of  each  year, 
vet  due  process  hath  not,  nor  indeed  could  he 
Issued  out  against  them ; and  many  persons 
who  have  received  great  sums  by  way  of  im- 
prest, from  the  treasurer  of  the  navy,  and  pay 
master  of  the  army,  are  screened  from  prose- 
cution, and  not  being  set  insuper  in  the  Ex- 
chequer, cannot  he  regularly  called  to  an  ac- 
count far  the  munics  by  them  received  : And 

we  have  great  reason  to  believe,  that  the  da- 
mage to  the  public  by  this  neglect  in  the  said 
auditor  and  his  predecessor,  may  amount  to 
several  millions  of  money,  since  by  length  of 
time  (during  which  the  principal  accounts  have 
been  neglected)  many  of  the  persons  who  re- 
ceived the  said  public  monies,  are  either  dead, 
or  become  insolvent;  and  the  greater  the  neg- 
lect of  the  former  auditor  was,  before  the  mak- 
ing the  said  statute,  and  before  the  present  au- 
ditor came  into  his  office,  the  greater  ought  to 
have  been  his  care  to  discharge  his  duty,  pur- 
suant to  that  law,  which  he  himself  was  present 
at  the  making  of,  and  which  he  has  so  highly 
neglected  for  the  space  of  three  years  and  up- 
wards, ever  since  he  came  into  the  said  office, 
to  the  great  detriment  of  your  majesty,  and  all 
your  loyal  subjects. 

4t  And  notwithstanding  it  was  also  provided 
by  another  act  in  the  fourth  year  of  the  late 
king  William  and  queen  Mary,  chap.  3,  that  in 
case  any  officer  of  the  Exchequer  should  de- 
mand or  take  any  fee,  gratuity  or  reward,  or 
misapply  any  of  the  weekly  sums  therein  men- 
tioned, or  should  not  perform  other  things 
which  by 'the  said  act  they  are  required  to  per- 
form, they  shall  forfeit  their  offices,  and  be  iu- 
capablc  of  any  office  or  place  of  trust,  yet  the 
said  auditor  hath  acted  contrary  to  the  said 
statute,  and  hath  received  several  sums  of  mo- 
ney to  his  own  use,  contrary  to  law  and  the 
trust  reposed  in  him  : for  all  which,  or  any 

other  breaches  of  his  duty,  as  well  as  for  those 
formerly  laid  before  your  majesty,  (for  whose 
gracious  answer  to  our  humble  address  on  that 
occasion,  we  return  your  majesty  our  most 
humble  and  hearty  thanks)  we  earnestly  desire 
your  majesty  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  order 
your  Attorney- General,  effectually  to  prose- 
cute at  law  the  said  auditor  of  the  receipt : 
And  thus,  as  we  have  seen  great  and  good  ac- 
tions rewarded  by  your  majesty,  we  doubt  not 
but  to  see  all  deceits  and  mismanagements 
duly  punished  ; since  your  Commons  can  pro- 
pose no  benefit  to  themselves  by  all  their  en- 
quiries, unless  the  laws  are  put  in  due  execu- 
tion, and  those  who  have  lived  so  long  in  defi- 
ance of  them,  come  at  last  to  feel  their  weight. 

“ And  by  the  neglect  of  the  said  auditor  and 
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his  predecessor,  the  auditors  of  tlve  impres 
and  the  remembrancer,  and  other  officers* 
the  Exchequer,  have  not  been  able  to  procec 
m their  duty,  according  to  the  law  and  coon 
of  the  Exchequer ; several  of  which  office 
have  beeu  also  negligent  therein,  whereby  1 
the  public  accounts  of  the  nation  ate  tar  b 
hind.  The  state  whereof  (as  delivered  in 
the  said  commissioners  of  accounts)  in  the  pa 
ticulars  hereafter  mentioned,  is  as  lolloweth : 

“ The  earl  of  Rnnelagh,  late  l’ ay  mask  r 
your  majesty’s  forces,  of  one  and  twenty  ini 
lions  and  upwards,  received  in  fourteen  yea 
time,  hath  passed  no  accouut  during  all  the  la 
reign,  farther  than  the  last  of  December,  169 
nor  any  other  account  farther  than  Man 
1692,  which  was  not  declared  before  the  2U 
of  June  la>t,  and  eveu  that  upon  voucbt-i 
which  were  not  sufficient  tor  a legal  dUcluirgt 

“ The  Commission*  rs  for  theSick  undWouo 
ed  have  brought  in  no  account  during  ail  tl 
late  reign,  nud  none  since,  any  farther  thau  d 
31st  of  December,  1690. 

“ The  late  Treasurer  of  the  Chamber,  s 
Rowland  Gwyn,  the  late  Master  of  the  Kobe 
the  earl  of  Albemarle,  and  Mr.  Parkhur.>t,  M 
Paschall,  and  others,  Commissioners  of  tl 
Prize-Office,  have  delivered  in  no  accountant  a 
to  the  auditors  of  the  imprest. 

“ Jacob  Vanderesche,  esq.  Paymaster  of  h 
late  majesty’s  Dutch  forces,  hath  receive 
3,023,753/.  9f.  Od.  which  by  computation 
52,907 /.  6s.  Old.,  more  than  the  pay  of  that 
troups  could  lmvc  amounted  to,  if  they  ha 
been  always  compleat ; no  deductions  mad 
from  them,  and  upon  an  English  estabhshuiet 
which  all  of  them  were  not;  and  yet  the  sol 
V anderesche  hath  pushed  no  account  at  ail 
aud  though  often  summoned,  hath  never  a) 
peared  before  the  said  Commissioners  01  ti 
public  accounts,  hut  stands  indebted  tothesai 
troops  iu  112,229/.  9*.  tid. ; which  is  now  »1< 
mnnded  as  an  urrear  du$  to  them,  your  niajei 
ty  and  the  public. 

“ The  late  Treasurer  of  the  Navy,  of  sever 
teen  millions  and  upwards  received,  i»at 
brought  iu  several  accounts,  to  the  last  of 
cember,  1698.  ii  is  account  fur  the  year  3695 
was  declared  live  3d  day  of  July  last;  sif*o 
which  the  accounts  of  the  three  follow  in 
years  only  have  been  declared. 

“ The  said  Treasurer,  by  Mr.  Papilla*1 
cashier  of  the  Victualling  Office,  hath  passei 
no  account  duriug  ali  the  late  reign,  lurtte 
than  the  31st  of  December,  1696,  winch  vva 
not  declared  till  the  19th  of  May,  1701 
ami  on  the  foot  of  that  account  lie  rcuuunet 
indebted  534,027/.  3s.  od. 

**  And  many  other  accomptants,  whom  1 
would  he  too  tedious  to  enumerate  to  your  wa* 
jesty,  are  either  far  behind  iu  their  accounts,  01 
have  never  brought  in  any  accounts  at  ull;  if 
somuch  that  although  45,568,7*5 /.  19f. 

(u  sum  never  known  to  he  raUed  111  verj 
many  reigns  before)  hath  been  levied  nli 
your  majesty’s  good  subjects,  and  issued  out  oi 
the  Exchequer  to  the  several  Paymasters  and 
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"rf-asurers  of  the  navy,  army  and  ordnance,  for 
be  service  of  die  late  war,  between  the  5th 
£ -\  umber,  1688,  and  the  8th  of  March  last 
•ast,  (besides  the  several  mil  lions  of  money  raised 
Jt  uiher  public  uses)  yet  the  far  greatest  part 
jgp,(  hub  not  been  accounted  for  to  this 
-**,  to  the  great  dissatisfaction  of  your  people, 
ail  the  great  dishonour  of  the  nation. 

M By  these  neglects  and  delays,  oil  accounts 
a««  Urea  rendered  so  intricate  and  confuted, 
ax  the  several  accomptants  have  had  great 
ppartumties  of  defrauding  the  public,  the  dis- 
Qvcrj  of  their  frauds  has  been  made  very  dif- 
cslt,  and  a hindrance  thereby  is  given  to  the 
•aiag  all  succeeding  accounts. 

“ Hence  it  is  that  so  many  public  officers 
nd  accomptants  have  raised  groat  estates  to 
MAsdvc*,  at  the  expence  of  the  public,  when 
m evident  they  have  hnd  no  lawful  means  to 
ttaiuthem;  and  several  persons,  whose  duty 
• as  to  hinder  such  exorbitances,  measuring 
jeir  requests  rather  by  tbeir  own  avarice  than 
mr  merit,  have  obtained  for  themselves  grants 
i titcb  a value, as  in  foregoing  reigns  have  been 
ftremed  large  supplies  towards  great  and  pub- 
c services;  which  has  been  another  great 
icte  of  the  debt  that  lies  upon  the  nation. 

44  And  )our  Commons  do  farther  humbly  re- 
"oent  t»  your  majesty,  that  notwithstanding 
id.  vast  sums  issued  out  to  the  said  Inte  Pay- 
asicr  and  Treasurer,  whereby  yotw  Com- 
er? bad  amply  provided  for  all  those  services, 
id  for  the  effectual  carrying  on  the  war  agninst 
ranee;  yet  they  find,  io  their  great  sorrow, 
oat  only  the  officers,  but  the  seamen  and 
mt.cn,  who  on  all  occasions  have  behaved 
Baulin  bravely  in  defence  of  their  country, 
»nr  not  teen  paid  during  the  late  war,  and 
su  great  sums  are  still  owing  to  many  of  them : 
if  the  public  money  had  been  duly  ap- 
bedto  the  uses  for  which  it  was  given  by  your 
'trnnons,  instead  of  those  many  hardships  that 
ere  endured  by  your  majesty’s  most  faithful 
ibiecta  and  their  families,  who  served  so  well 
i your  fltets  and  armies,  they  would  have  had 
tsuce  done  them  during  the  Ia9t  war,  and  been 
Bomraged  more  cheartbUy  to  engage  them- 
rhe*  in  this. 

**  Bjt,  instead  of  justice,  we  have  too  much 
ri'ua  to  believe,  that  those  very  persons,  who 
7 bag  and  unnecessary  delays  have  compelled 
hem  to  accept  of  remote  tallies  and  paper* 
eturines,  lone  (amongst  others)  taken  ndvan- 
*ge  of  their  necessities,  and  employing  brokers 
i'uwitp  those  tallies  and  securities  at  a low 
ste, have  after* aids  paid  themselves  with  that 
*»dt  money  which  they  should  at  first  have 
latri'joted  to  the  seamen  and  sold  it  is. 

“*  And  such  was  the  mysterious  trade  upon 
allies  and  Exchequer- Bills,  which  was  formerly 
arned  on  by  common  brokers,  betwixt  the  Ex- 
-•nge  and  the  Exchequer,  «nd  which  did,  as 
* "ere,  prey  upon  the  very  vitals  of  the  govem- 
::*»t;  and  so  great  gain  was  made  thereby,  at 
vxpeuee  of  the  public,  that  vast  sums  of 
were  employed  in  it,  which  did  very 
uack  lessen  the  true  trading  stock  of  the  na- 


tion, whereby  both  the  exportation  of  the 
woollen  and  other  manufactures  of  this  king- 
dom, and  the  importation  of  bullion,  and  othef 
commodities  of  foreign  countries,  to  be  manu- 
factored  in  England,  have  been  very  much  ob*. 
structed,  to  the  great  prejudice  of your  majesty  Y 
customs,  the  loss  of  the  balance  of  trade,  and 
the  great  impoverishment  of  the  whole  kingdom. 

44  And  though  the  late  Paymaster  and  Trea- 
surer, by  long  and  unnecessary  delays  in  set- 
tling their  accounts,  have  in  great  measure 
prevented  any  discovery  of  their  uudue  pro- 
ceedings, and  have  endeavoured  to  protect 
themselves  from  a just  and  fair  account  to  the 
nation,  by  privy-seals  and  other  unjustifiable 
warrants,  surreptitiously  obtained  for  passing 
their  accounts,  without  proper  voucher*,  con- 
trary to  the  law  and  course  of  the  Exchequer; 
yet  your  Commons,  by  the  great  fidelity  and 
diligence  of  the  same  Commissioners  for  the 
taking,  examining  and  stating  the  public  ac- 
counts of  the  kingdom,  have  not  only  discover- 
ed the  several  mismanagements  above-men- 
tioned, but  also  some  of  the  unwarrantable 
proceedings  used  by  the  said  late  Paymaster  of 
your  majesty’s  forces,  by  whom  a considerable 
part  of  the  money  which  came  to  his  hands,  and 
which  ought  not  to  have  been  applied  to  any 
other  purpose  than  the  payment  of  the  army, 
hath  been  diverted  to  his  own  and  to  other  pri- 
vate uses;  for  all  which,  upon  a full  and  fair 
hearing  in  his  own  defence,  ne  hath  justly  incur- 
red the  censure  of  this  house,  and  been  de- 
clared guilty  of  a high  crime  and  misdemeanor. 

“ And  we  find,  to  our  unspeakable  grief, 
whilst  his  late  majesty  was  eugaged  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  glorious  design  of  preserving 
the  protestant  religion,  and  the  liberties  of 
Europe,  and  was  thereby  necessitated  to  com- 
mit the  care  of  the  public  affairs  in  this  king- 
dom to  particular  ministers,  (whereof  none 
were  more^articularly  entrusted  in  die  chief 
administration  than  those  who  have  been  the 
great  causis  of  the  unhappy  differences  among 
us :)  this  general  mismanagement  of  the  public 
affairs  did  actually  spread  itself  over  the  whole 
kingdom,  and  seems  to  bo  owing  (amongst 
other  things)  to  a disposition  of  offices  and 
places,  where  men  were  rather  chosen  for  their 
inclin&rious  to  serve  a party,  than  for  their 
qualifications  to  serve  the  public. 

44  And  these  men  being  conscious  to  them* 
sel  ves  of  the  many  frauds  and  offences  com- 
mitted against  the  public,  have  no  other  hopes 
to  shelter  themselves  from  justice,  than  by 
taking  away  the  reputation  of  those  who  desire 
to  do  right  to  their  country,  by  detecting  their 
iniquities  ; and  being  united  in  guilt  and  interest 
they  endenver  to  amuse  and  impose  upon  those, 
whose  posterity*  wc  have  too  much  reason  to 
fear,  will  groaii  under  the  sad  effects  of  the 
wickedness  of  the  one,  and  the  too  great 
credulity  of  the  other. 

44  These,  dread  sovereign,  are  divers  of  the 
causes  of  those  mischiefs  your  kingdom  suffer- 
eth  by  the  late  mismanagements,  and  which 
your  loyal  Commons  could  not  omit  thus  burn- 


143]  PARL.  HISTORY,  1 Anne,  1703. — Queen’s  Speech  at  the  Clou  of  the  Session.  [144 


bly  to  represent  in  all  duti&il  manner,  without 
being  unfaithful  to  your  majesty,  and  to  the 
country  by  whom  they  are  entrusted. 

“ From  hence  your  majesty  will  be  graciously 
pleased  to  tuke  notice,  that  the  great  debt 
which  lies  upou  the  nation,  and  all  the  arrears 
which  are  owing  to  your  majesty’s  forces,  do 
not  arise  so  much  from  the  deficiencies  of  the 
funds,  as  for  want  of  care  in  the  management, 
and  fidelity  in  the  application  of  them. 

“ But  siuce  it  hath  pleased  Almighty  God  to 
place  your  sacred  majesty  on  the  royal  throne 
of  your  ancestors,  we  have  so  entire  a confi- 
dence in  your  majesty's  goodness,  that  we  can 
uo  longer  fear  to  see  the  public  revenue  mis- 
managed or  misapplied,  the  accounts  neglected, 
or  the  forces  unpaid  : and  wc  chcarfully  de- 
pend on  your  majesty's  wisdom,  that  all  our 
rievunces,  by  your  grace  and  favour,  will  in 
ue  time  be  redressed  and  removed,  by  punish-  j 
ing  those  who  have  been  the  causes  of  them, 
and  by  entrusting  none  in  the  administration 
of  the  public  affairs,  who,  for  their  own  private 
advantage,  have  manifestly  contributed  to  the 
calamity  of  their  country. 

“ Tins  (most  gracious  sovereign)  w ill  be  the 
only  effectual  means  to  prevent  the  like  misma- 
nagement for  the  future  ; and  thereby  to  make 
your  majesty's  reign  happy  at  home  and  pros- 
perous abroad.  * 

“ This  will  he  the  best  means  to  enable  and 
encourage  your  dutiful  Commons  to  raise  those 
supplies  which  shall  he  necessary  to  support 
your  majesty  against  all  your  enemies. 

“Thus  we  humbly  crave  leave,  upon  this 
occasion,  to  repeat  our  assurances  to  your  ma- 
jesty, that  we  will  always  stand  by  and  assist 
your  majesty  to  the  utmost  of  our  power,  in 
preserving  the  established  government  both  iu 
church  anJ  state,  maintaining  the  ancient 
glory  of  the  English  nation,  and  defending  the 
liberties  of  Europe  against  the  boundless  am- 
bition of  Frnuce." 

The  Queen's  Answer .]  To  this  address  her 
majesty  made  answer: 

" Gentlemen,  the  repetition  of  these  assur- 
ances you  give  me  in  this  address,  of  your  zeal 
for  my  sendee,  and  the  good  of  the  kingdom,  is 
very  acceptable  to  me.  I shall  consider  the 
several  particulars  of  it,  and  always  have  great 
regard  to  the  representations  of  the  house  of 
commons,  and  the  true  interest  of  England." 

Several  Bills  moved  this  Sessiont  but  not  fi- 
nished.]  Several  bills  bad  been  moved  this 
session  (some  of  which  passed  the  Commons) 
but  were  not  finished.  On  the  23d  of  Decem- 
ber, sir  Edward  Seymour  moved  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a bill  c to  resume  all  the  grants  made 

# in  king  William's  reign,  and  applying  them  to 
1 the  use  of  the  public.'  This  was  carried  by 
a majority  of  180  against  78,  though  the  bill 
was  afterwards  dropped  by  the  Commons  them- 
selves. At  the  same  time  it  was  moved  by  Mr. 
Walpole,  ‘ That  all  the  Grants,  made  in  the 
< reign  of  the  late  king  Jam°s,  should  also  be 

* resumed.’  But  this  by  the  same  Commons 


was  passed  in  the  negative.  Sir  John  Holland 
then  made  a motion  to  bring  in  a bill  1 tor  the 

* more  free  and  impartial  proceedings  iu  par- 

* hament,  by  providing;  that  no  person  «hat- 
‘ soever  hi  oiiice  or  employment  should  be  ca- 
1 pable  of  sitting  in  parliament,*  which  also 
passed  in  the  negative.  How,  Mu sgrave,  Sey- 
mour, & c.  who  had  so  vehemently  pushed  die 
like  bill  in  king  William's  reign,  were  now  at 
warm  in  opposing  this,  and  instead  of  it  car- 
ried a hill  * for  the  more  free  and  impartial 

* proceedings  in  parliament,  by  providing,  that 

* no  person  shall  be  chosen  a member,  but  such 

1 as  have  a sufficient  real  estate.’  This  bill 
was  rejected  by  the  Lords,  on  the  22d  of  Fe- 
bruary. * 

The  Queen's  Speech  at  the  Close  of  the  Se* 
iron.]  Feb.  27.  While  the  disputes  between 
the  two  Houses4  were  in  agitation,  her  majesty 
being  desirous  to  have  an  end  put  to  thetf 
sitting,  ordered  Mr.  Secretary  Hedges  to  ac- 
quaint live  Commons,  that  she  desired  they 
would  give  all  possible  diligence  to  the  business 
depending,  her  majesty  finding  it  necessary  lor 
the  public  affairs,  to  put  an  end  to  that  session; 
upon  which  they  resolved  on  an  Addre-i  to  tier 
majesty,  humbly  to  lay  before  her,  That  they 
had  already  dispatched  all  the  necessary  bus*- 

* “ During  this  session  the  Lords  had  ren- 
dered themselves  very  considerable,  and  had 
gained  an  universal  reputation  over  the  whole 
nation : it  is  true,  those  w ho  had  opposed 
the  person?,  that  had  carried  matters  before 
them  in  this  session,  were  so  near  them  in 
number,  that  things  of  the  greatest  con*e- 
quence  were  carried  only  by  one  or  two  voices; 
therefore  ns  they  intended  to  have  a clear 
majority  in  both  houses,  in  the  next  session, 
they  prevailed  with  the  queen,  soon  after  the 
prorogation,  to  create  four  new  peers,  who  bad 
been  the  violentest  of  the  whole  party  ; Finch, 
Gower,  Granvil,  and  young  Seymour,  were 
made  barons.  Great  reflections  were  made 
upon  this  promotion  ; when  some  severe  things 
had  been  thrown  out  in  the  House  of  Commons 
upon  the  opposition,  that  they  met  with  from 
the  Lords,  it  was  insinuated,  that  it  would  be 
easy  to  find  men  of  merit  and  estate  to  make  a 
clear  majority  in  that  house:  this  was  an  open 
declaration  of  a design,  to  put  every  thing  in 
the  hands  and  power  of  that  party  : It 
also  an  encroachment  on  one  of  the  tendered 
points  of  the  prerogative,  to  make  motion*  of 
creating  peers  in  the  House  of  Commons.  Her* 
vey,  though  of  the  other  side,  was  at  the 
time  made  a baron,  by  private  favour.  Thus 
the  session  of  parliament  was  brought  to  * 
much  better  conclusion,  than  could  have  been 
reasonably  expected  by  those,  who  hoc* 
whom  it  was  constituted,  and  how  it  had  begun. 
No  harm  was  done  in  it : the  succession  nos 
fortified  by  a new  security,  and  the  popular 
clamours  of  corruption  and  peculate,  w® 
w hich  the  nation  had  been  so  much  possessed, 
were  in  a great  measure  dissipated."  Burnet- 
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n«s  before  them.  The  concluding  day  at 
length  came,  when  her  majesty  went  to  the 
House  of  Lords,  and  sending  for  the  Commons, 
was  pleased  to  give  her  royal  nstcnt  to  several 
public  and  private  Bills.  Which  done,  her 
majesty  made  the  following  Speech  to  both 
Hour's : 

“My  lords  and  gentlemen;  I return  you 
m y hearty  thanks,  for  the  great  dispatch  you 
have  given  to  the  public  affairs  in  this  session  ; 
which  is  an  advantage  extremely  material  at 
ail  tunes  ; and  1 hope  we  shall  hud  the  fruit  of 
h this  year,  in  the  forwardness  of  our  prepa- 
rations.— I am  to  thank  you,  gentlemen  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  in  particular,  for  the  great 
supplies  with  which  you  enable  me  to  carry  on 
tiiewir:  It  shall  he  ray  care,  to  have  them 
strictly  applied  to  the  uses  for  which  you  have 
designed  them,  and  to  the  best  advantage  for 
the  public  service.  You  have  reposed  great 
confidence  in  inc,  by  allowing  so  unusual  a lati- 
tude as  you  have  done,  in  the  clause  of  appro- 
priation : I shall  improve  all  opportunities,  in 
the  use  of  it,  for  the  honour  and  true  interest  of 
die  nation. — I must  further  take  notice  to  you 
that  the  readiness  you  have  shewn  in  the  pro- 
viiioo  made  for  the  prince  is  a very  st  nsible 
obligation  to  me. 

u My  lords  and  gentlemen ; I desire  and 
expect  from  you,  that  you  make  it  your  busi- 
ness, in  your  several  countries,  to  continue  and 
preserve  the  <}uiet  and  satisfaction  of  all  my 
subjects:  I hope,  that  such  of  them  os  have  the 
misfortune  to  dissent  from  the  church  of  England 
wul  rest  secure  and  satisfied  in  the  Act  of  Tole- 
ration, which  I am  lirmly  resolved  to  maintain, 
and  that  all  those  who  have  the  happiness  and 
advantage  to  he  of  oar  church  will  consider, 
dui  I have  had  my  education  in  it,  and  that  I 
km  been  willing  to  run  great  hazards  for  its 
preservation : and  therefore  they  inay  be 
ten-  sure  I shall  always  make  it  my  own  par- 
ticular care,  to  encourage  and  maintain  this 
chrch,  as  by  law  established,  and  every  the 
least  member  of  it,  in  all  their  just  rights  and 
privileges  ; and,  upon  all  occasions  of  promo- 
tions to  any  ecclesiastical  dignity,  I shall  havo 
» very  just  regard  to  such  as  are  eminent  and 
remarkable  for  their  piety,  learning,  and  con- 
stant zeal  for  the  church ; that,  by  this  and 
all  other  methods  which  shall  be  thought  proper 
1 msy  transmit  it  securely  settled  to  posterity. 
—I  think  it  miglrt  have  been  for  the  public 
lenrice,  to  iwve  had  some  further  laws  for  rc- 
tinuoing  the  great  license,  which  is  assumed,  of 
publishing  and  spreading  scandalous  pamphlets 
and  libels  ; but,  as  far  as  the  present  laws  will 
extend,  l hope  you  will  ail  <io  your  duty,  in 
v >or  respective  siations,  to  prevent  and  punish 
•uch  pernicious  practices. — Above  all  other 
th tags,  I do  recommend  to  you  peace  and 
onion  among  ourselves ; os  the  mo*t  effectual 
torsos,  that  can  be  devised,  to  discourage  and 
defeat  the  designs  of  our  enemies. — I must 
M conclude  without  acquainting  you,  I have 
directions  that  my  part  of  ull  the  prizes, 
*hch  have  been  or  shall  be  taken  during 
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this  war,  be  applied  entirely  to  the  public  ser- 
vice ; and  I hope  my  own  revenue  will  not 
full  so  short,  but  that  I may  he  able,  as  I 
desire,  to  contribute  yet  further  to  the  ease  of 
my  people." 

After  which  the  Lord  Keeper,  by  her  ma- 
jesty’s command  prorogued  the  parliament  to 
Thursday  the  22d  of  April  next. 


The  SECOND  SESSION  or  the  FIRST 
PARLIAMENT  or  QUEEN  ANNE. 

List  of  the  House  of  Peers.]  Roth  Houses 

met  on  the  9lb  of  November.  The  following  is 

A correct  List  of, the  Lords  Spiritual  and 
Temporal  of  the  Parliament,  which  met  ut 
Westminster,  by  Prorogation,  the  0th  of 
November,  1703. 

The  right  honourable  sir  Nathan  YVrighte, 
knight,  Lord-Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal  of 
England,  Speaker. 

Prince  George  of  Denmark,  duke  of  Cumber- 
land, Lord  High  Admiral  of  England,  &c. 

Sidney  Godolphiu,  lord  Godolphm,  Lord  High 
Treasurer. 

Thomas  Herbert,  earl  of  Pembroke  and  Mont- 
gomery, Lord  President  of  the  Council. 

John  Sheffield,  duke  of  Buckingham  and  Nor- 
manby,  Lord  Privy  Seal. 

William  Cavendish,  duke  of  Devonshire,  Lord 
Steward  of  the  Housbold. 

t Thomas  Howard,  duke  of  Norfolk,  Heredi- 
tary Earl  Marshal  of  England. 

Charles  Seymour,  duke  of  Somerset. 

Charles  Lenox,  duke  of  Richmond, 

Charles  Fitz-Roy,  duke  of  Southampton. 

**  Charles  Fitz-Koy,  duke  of  Grafton. 

James  Butler,  duke  of  Ormond. 

* Henry  Somerset,  dnke  of  Beaufort. 

George  Fitz-Roy,  duke  of  Northumberland. 

Charles  Beauclair,  duke  of  St.  Albans. 

James  Fitz-James,  duke  of  Berwick.  Out- 
lawed. 

Charles  Paulet,  dnke  of  Bolton. 

Meinhard  Schomberg,  duke  of  Schoroberg. 

Charles  Talbot,  duke  of  Shrewsbury. 

Thomas  Osborne,  duke  of  Leeds. 

Wriothesley  Russel,  duke  of  Bedford. 

John  Hollis,  duke  of  Newcastle. 

John  Churchill,  duke  of  Marlborough. 

John  Manners,  duke  of  Rutland. 

Marquis. 

William  Herbert,  marquis  of  Powys.  Out- 
lawed. 

Earls. 

Robert  Bertie,  earl  of  Lindsay,  Lord  Great- 
Chainberlain  of  England. 

Charles  Howard,  ear!  of  Carlisle,  Earl-Marshal 
of  England,  during  the  minority  of  Thomas, 
duke  of  Norfolk,  Hereditary  Earl-Marshal 
of  England. 

Edward  Y;illiers,  earl  of  Jersey,  Lord  Cham- 
berlain of  the  Housbold. 

Henry  Grey,  earl  of  Kent. 

James  Stanley,  earl  of  Derby. 
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George  Hastings,  earl  of  Huntington. 

* Henry  Clinton,  earl  of  Lincoln. 

Henry  Howard,  earl  of  Suffolk. 

diaries  Sackville,  earl  of  Dorset  and  Mid- 
dlesex. 

* James  Cecil,  earl  of  Exeter. 

Scroop  Egerton,  earl  of  Bridgwater. 

Philip  Sidney,  earl  of  Leicesrer. 

George  Compton,  earl  of  Northampton. 

* Edward  Henry  Rich,  earl  of  Warwick  and 
Holland. 

Basil  Fielding,  earl  of  Denbigh.  • 

Powlet  St.  John,  earl  of  Bolingbroke. 

* Thomas  Fane,  earl  of  Westmoreland. 
Charles  Montagu,  earl  of  Manchester. 

Thomas  Howard,  earl  of  Berkshire. 

Richard  Savage,  earl  Rivers. 

Ciiarles  Mordaunt,  earl  of  Peterborough  and 
Monmouth. 

Thomas  Grey,  earl  of  Stamford. 

Charles  Finch,  earl  of  Wiuchelsea. 

Evelyn  Pierrepoint,  earl  of  Kingston. 

Charles  Dormer,  earl  of  Carnarvon. 

Philip  Stanhope,  earl  of  Chesterfield. 

Thomas  Tufton,  earl  of  Thanet. 

Charles  Spencer,  curl  of  Sunderland. 

Robert  Leke,  earl  of  Scarsdale.  , 

Edward  Montagu,  earl  of  Sandwich. 

Henry  Hyde,  earl  of  Clarendon. 

Algernon  Capell,  earl  of  Essex, 
t George  Brudenell,  carJ  of  Cardigan. 

John  Annesley,  earl  of  Annesley. 

* William  Henry  Granville,  earl  of  Bath. 
Thomas  Bruce,  earl  of  AiJesbury.  Extra 

Kcgnum. 

Charles  Boyle,  carl  of  Burlington. 
Anthony-Ashley  Cooper,  earl  of  Shaftesbury. 
Ed  ward -Henry  Lee,  earl  of  Litchfield. 

Thomas  Lennard,  earl  of  Sussex. 

Lewis  de  Dura?,  earl  of  Feversham. 

Charles  Bodvile  Roberts,  earl  of  Radnor. 
William  Paston,  earl  of  Yarmouth. 

Charles  Berkeley,  earl  of  Berkeley. 

Daniel  Finch,  earl  of  Nottingham. 

Laurence  Hyde,  earl  of  Rochester. 

Montague- Venables  Bertie,  earl  of  Abingdon. 

* Baptist  Noel,  earl  of  Gainsborough. 

Robert  D'arcy,  earl  of  Holderness. 

* Other  Windsor,  earl  of  Plymouth. 

t Edward  Radclyffe,  earl  of  Derweulwater. 
t Henry-Stafford  Howard,  earl  of  Stafford. 
William  Bentinck,  earl  of  Portland. 

Ralph  Montagu,  earl  of  Montagu. 

Arthur  Herbert,  earl  of  Torrington. 

Richard  Lumley,  earl  of  Scarborough. 

George  Booth,  earl  of  Warrington. 

Francis  Newport,  carl  of  Bradford. 

Henry  Sidney,  earl  of  Romney. 

William  Zulcstein,  earl  of  Rochford. 

Arnold  Joust  van  Keppell,  earl  of  Albemarle. 
Thomas  Coventry,  earl  of  Coventry. 

Edward  Russel,  earl  of  Orford. 

Henry  d’Auverquerque,  earl  of  Grantham. 

Viscounts. 

Price  Devereux,  viscount  Hereford. 

Francis  Brown,  viscount  MouUcute. 


Nathaniel  Fiennes,  viscount  Say  and  Seal, 
f Thomas  Belasyse,  viscount  Falconberg. 
Charles  Townsend,  viscount  Townsend. 
Thomas  Thynne,  viscount  Weymouth. 
Christopher  Hatton,  viscount  Hatton. 

Henry  Yelverton,  viscount  Longueville. 

* Richard  Lowther,  viscount  Lonsdale. 

Barons. 

George  Neville,  lord  Bergeveny. 

* James  Touchet,  lord  Audley. 

John  West,  lord  De  La  War. 

Robert  Shirley,  lord  Ferrers. 

Charles  Mildmay,  lord  Fitz-walter. 

* Edward  Ward,  lord  Dudley  and  Ward, 
f Edward  Stourton,  lord  Stourton. 

Richard  Verne v,  lord  Willoughby  of  Broke. 
Ralph  Eure,  lord  Eure. 

Thomas  Wharton,  lord  Wlmrton. 

Hugh  Willoughby,  lord  Willoughby  of  P*r 

bain.  r* 

William  Paget,  lord  Paeet. 

Thomas  Howard,  lord  Howard  of  Effingham, 
William  North,  lord  North  and  Grey  < 
Holies  ton. 

James  Brydges,  lord  Chandos. 
f William  Cary,  lord  Hunsdon.  Extra  Reg 
num. 

t Thomas  Petre,  lord  Petre. 
f Charles  Gerard,  lord  Gerard  of  Gerard' 
Bromley. 

t Thomas  Arundel,  lord  Arundel  of  WardoyJ 
+ Henry  Roper,  lord  Tenham. 

Foulk  Greville,  lord  Brooke. 

Ralph  Gray,  lord  Gray. 

John  Lovelace,  lord  Lovelace. 

| John  Poulet,  lord  Poulet. 

Banaster  Maynard,  lord  Mayuard. 

, Charles  Howard,  lord  Howard  of  Escrick. 
Charles  Mohun,  lord  Mohun. 

Thomas  Wentworth,  lord  Raby. 

Thomas  Leigh,  lord  Leigh, 
f Henry  Jcrmyn,  lord  Jcnuyn  and  lor 
Dover. 

, William  Byron,  lord  Byron. 

John  Vaughan,  lord  Vaughan, 
t Charles  Smith,  lord  Carrington. 

William  Widdrington,  lord  Widdrington. 
John  Culpeper,  lord  Culpeper. 

Robert  Lucas,  lord  Lucas. 

Lewis  Watson,  lord  Rockingham. 

Robert  Sutton,  lord  Lexington, 
t Marnteduke  Laugdale,  lord  Lnngdale. 
William  Berkeley,  lord  Berkeley  of  Stratton. 
Charles  Cornwallis,  lord  Cornwallis. 

Dr.  Nathaniel  Crew,  lord  Crew  and  lord  bisbo 
of  Durham. 

John  Arundel,  lord  Arundel  of  Treryse. 
William  Craven,  lord  Craven, 
f Hugh  Clifford,  lord  Clifford. 

Peregrine  Osborn,  lord  Osborn. 

John  Carteret,  lord  Carteret. 

Charles  Bennet,  lord  Ossulstone. 

William  Legge,  lord  Dartmouth. 

William  Stawell,  lord  Stawell. 

Francis  North,  lord  Guilford, 
f Juraes  Waldegrave,lord  Waldegrave. 
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Fiward  Griffin,  lord  Griffin.  Outlawed. 

Hugh  Cholmondeley,  lord  Cholmondeley. 

Jobu  Ashburnham,  lord  Ashbumham. 

William  Farmer,  lord  Lempster. 

Charles  Butler,  lord  (Butler  of)  Weston. 

Heary  Herbert,  lord  Herbert. 

John  Thompson,  lord  Havereham. 

John  Somers,  lord  Somers. 

Christopher  Vane,  lord  Bxrnard, 

Charles  Montagu,  lord  Hallifax. 
t John  Granville,  lord  Granville, 

I Readme*  Finch,  lord  Guernsey. 

1 John- Lev e son  Gower,  lord  Gower. 

1 Francis  Seymour  Conway,  lord  Conway. 

1 John  Hervey,  lord  Hervey. 

i?  Note,  Those  marked  f are  Roman  Catho- 
lic, and  those  with  * prefixed,  are  all  under 
age.  The  last  five  { created  by  quet‘n 
Anne,  and  lord  Hervey  at  the  instance  of 
the  then  reigning  favourite,  Sarah  Duchess 
of  Marlborough. 

Archbishops  and  Bishops. 

Dr.  Thomas  Tennison,  lord  archbishop  of  Can- 
terbury. 

Dr.  John  Sharp,  lord  archbishop  of  York. 

Dr.  Henry  Compton,  lord  bishop  of  London. 

Dr.  Nathaniel  Crewe,  lord  bishop  of  Durham, 
and  lord  Crewe. 

Dr.  Peter  Mew,  lord  bishop  of  Winchester. 

Dr.  William  Beaw,  lord  bishop  of  LandalT. 

Dr.  William  Lloyd,  lord  bishop  of  Worcester. 
Dr.  Thomas  Sprat,  lord  bishop  of  Rochester. 

Sir  Jonathan  Irelawny,  bait.  D.D.  lord  bishop 
of  Exeter. 

D:.  Gilbert  Burnet, lord  bishop  of  Salisbury. 

Dr.  Humphrey  Humphreys,  lord  bishop  of 
Hereford. 

Dr.  Nicholas  Stratford,  ford  bishop  of  Chester. 
Dr.  Sjidod  Patrick,  lord  bishop  of  Ely. 

Dr  John  Hough,  lord  bishop  of  Coventry  and 
Litchfield. 

Dr.  John  Moore,  lord  bishop  of  Norwich. 

Dr.  Richard  Cumberland,  lord  bishop  of  Peter  i 
borough. 

Dr.  Edward  Fowler,  lord  bishop  of  Gloucester. 
Dr.  John  Hall,  lord  bishop  of  Bristol. 

Dr.  James  Gardner,  lord  bishop  of  Lincoln. 

Dr.  John  Williams,  lord  bishop  of  Chichester. 
Dr.  Willirun  Talbot,  lord  bishop  of  Oxford. 

Dr.  John  Evans,  lord  bishop  of  Bangor. 

Dr.  William  Nicolson,  lord  bishop  of  Carlisle. 
Dr.  George  Ilooocr,  lord  bishop  of  Bath  and 
Wdk 

Dr.  William  Beveridge,  lord  bishop  of  St. 
Asaph. 

The  Queen* s Speech  on  opening  the  Session.'] 
November  9.  The  Queen  opened  the  Session 
•itli  the  following  Speech  to  both  Houses: 

u My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ; I have  call- 
ed jou  together  as  soon  as  I thought  you 
coold  conveniently  come  out  of  your  countries, 
tbotno  time  might  be  lost  in  making  our  pre- 
parations for  carrying  on  the  present  war,  in 
*h*cb  I do  not  doubt  of  your  chearfui  con- 
tttrtjvce;  since  w«  cannot  but  be  sen- 
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sible,  that  on  the  success  of  it  depends  our 
own  safety  and  happiness,  and  that  of  all 
Europe. — I hope  i have  improved  the  confi- 
dence you  reposed  in  me  last  year,  to  your  sa- 
tisfaction and  the  advantage  of  us,  and  our 
allies,  by  i lie  treaty  with  the  king  of  Portugal, 
and  the  declaration  of  the  duke  of  Savoy, 
which  in  a great  measure  may  he  imputed  to 
the  chearfuluess  with  which  you  supported  mein 
this  war, and  the  assurance  wulrwbich you  trusted 
me  in  the  conduct  of  it : And  « c cannot  suffici- 
ently acknowledge  the  goodness  of  Almighty 
God,  who  is  pleased  toafford  us  so  fair  a prospect 
as  we  have  now,  of  bringing  it  to  a glorious  amt 
speedy  conclusion. — I must  therefore  desire 
you,  gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons,  to 
grant  me  such  supplies  ns  shall  be  requisite  to 
defray  the  charge  of  the  war  in  the  next  year, 
with  regard  not  only  to  all  our  former  engage- 
ments, hut  particularly  to  our  alliance  lately 
made  w ith  the  king  of  Portugal,  for  recovering 
the  monarchy  of  Spain  from  the  House  of  Bour- 
bon, and  restoring  it  to  the  House  of  Austria: 
which  treaty  being  in  itself  of  the  highest  im- 
portance imaginable,  and  requiring  all  possible 
dispatch  in  the  execution  of  it,  has  necessarily 
occasioned  n great  expence  even  in  this  present 
year,  though  not  so  much  as  it  will  require,  and 
for  which,  I hope,  we  shall  he  amply  recom- 
pensed in  the  next. — I he  subsidies  which  will 
now  he  immediately  required  for  the  assistance 
of  the  duke  of  Savoy,  will  likewise  occasion  a 
farther  necessary  charge.— I must  t*ke  notice 
to  you,  That  though  no  particular  provision 
was  made  in  the  last  session,  cither  for  the 
chnrge  of  our  present  expedition  to  Portugal,  or 
for  that  of  the  augmentation-troops  desired  by 
the  Stntrs-general,  yet  the  funds  given  by  par- 
liament, have  held  out  so  well,  and  the  produce 
of  the  prizes  has  proved  so  considerable,  that 
you  will  find  the  public  will  not  be  in  debt  by 
reason  of  cither  of  these  additional  services.— 
I may  further  observe  to  you,  That  though  the 
funds  for  civil  government  are  diminished  hy 
the  war,  I have,  in  conjunction  with  the  States- 
general,  contributed  out  of  my  own  revenue  to- 
wards some  public  services,  mid  particularly  the 
support  of  the  circle  of  Swabia,  whose  firm  ad- 
herence to  the  interest  of  the  allies,  under  the 
greatest  pressures,  did  very  well  deserve  our 
seasonable  assistance:  And  1 shall  still  he  care- 
ful not  to  engage  myself  in  any  unnecessary  ex- 
pence of  my  own,  that  I may  have  the  more 
to  spare  towards  the  ease  of  iny  subjects. 

**  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ; I heartily  wish 
some  easy  and  less  chargeable  method  could  be 
found  for  the  speedy  and  effectual  manning  of 
the  fleet. — I must  also  recommend  to  you,  to 
make  some  regulation  for  preventing  the  exces- 
sive price  of  coals.  I have  examined  this  matter, 
and  taken  particular  care  to  appoint  convoys 
for  that  service;  hut  the  price  has  not  been  in 
the  least  abated,  notwithstanding  a very  conside- 
rable quantity  has  been  imported  since  that 
time ; This  gives  great  ground  of  suspicion  there 
may  be  a combination  of  some  persons  to  en- 
rich themselves  by  a general  oppression  of 
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others,  and  particularly  the  poor.  It  will  de- 
serve your  consideration  how  to  remedy  litis 
great  inconvenience. — And  in  all  affairs  I must 
recommend  to  you  as  much  dispatch  as  the  na- 
ture of  them  will  admit;  This  is  necessary  to 
make  our  preparations  early,  on  which  in  great 
measure  depends  the  good  success  of  all  our  en- 
terprises.— I want  words  to  express  to  you  my 
earnest  desire  of  seeing  ail  my  subjects  in  per- 
fect peace  and  union  among  themselves;  1 
have  nothing  so  much  at  heart  as  their  welfare 
and  happiness:  Let  me  therefore  desire  you  all 
that  you  would  carefully  avoid  any  heats  or  di- 
visions that  may  disappoint  me  of  that  satis- 
faction, and  give  encouragement  to  the  com- 
mon enemies  of  our  church  and  state.” 

The  iAtrds'  Address  Mcrcnn.]  Nov.  10.  The 
Lords  presented  the  following  Address  to  her 
Majesty : 

“ We  your  majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal  m 
parliament  assembled,  do  offer  up  our  hearty 
acknowledgements  to  Almighty  God,  for  the 
preservation  of  your  royal  person,  so  essential 
to  the  happiness  of  your  people,  and  the  safety 
of  Europe. — We  see,  with  the  greatest  satis- 
faction, the  zeal  with  which  your  majesty  es- 
pouses the  public  interest;  which  carries  you 
even  beyond  the  obligations  of  your  treaties,  in 
defence  of  the  house  of  Austria,  against  the 
usurpations  of  the  house  of  Bourbon  ; and  the 
glorious  restitution  of  that  family  to  the  monar- 
chy of  Spain,  which  we  liave  great  reason  to 
expect,  from  the  late  alliance  with  the  king  of 
Portugal,  will  be  chiefly  owing  to  your  ma- 
jestyis  arms  and  assistance. — Your  majesty 
mav  depend  upon  security  at  home,  in  the  love 
of  your  people.  Our  persons  and  fortunes  shall 
ever  be  ready  to  defend  you  upon  all  occasions ; 
and  your  majesty  may  therefore,  with  the 
greater  safety  and  glory,  send  your  fleets  and 
armies  abroad,  in  the  defence  of  your  allies. — 
The  happy  Declaration  of  the  duke  of  Savoy, 
for  the  common  interest,  gives  your  majesty  a 
seasonable  opportunity  to  shew  vour  compas- 
sion and  concern  for  those  Protestants  in  the 
South  of  France,  who  lie  under  the  heaviest 
persecution  and  oppression. — We  lament,  for 
ourselves  and  others,  the  unavoidable  t xpences 
of  war ; but  have  reason  to  thank  God,  and 
your  majesty,  that  we  arc  free  from  nil  the 
other  calamities  of  it,  having  almost  nothing 
else  to  wish  for  (being  seem  ed  of  a Protestant 
succession)  hut  your  long  and  happy  reign  over 
ns:  And  we  shall  most  willingly  pay  our  pro- 
portion of  taxes,  encouraged  by  your  royal  ge- 
nerosity for  the  case  of  your  people,  and  by  the 
frugal  management  of  what  is  given;  being 
sensible  there  is  no  better  way  to  save  the 
wealth  of  the  nation,  than  by  carrying  on  the 
war  at  this  time  with  the  utmost  vigour. — 
Your  majesty  may  expect  from  us  a most  ready 
compliance  with  all  your  desires,  so  justly  me- 
rited by  your  care  of  the  general  welfare  and 
happiness  of  your  people,  extended  even  to  the 
poorest  and  meanest  t>f|  your  subjects. — This 


appears  yet  more  eminently,  in  that  earnest  and 
pressing  recommendation  to  your  parliament, 
of  union  and  peace  amongst  themselves;  and 
we,  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  assure  your 
majesty,  that  we  will  not  oniy  avoid,  but  op- 
pose, whatsoever  may  tend  to  create  any  dis- 
quiet or  disunion  amongst  your  subjects. — We 
shall  never  be  wanting  in  any  part  of  our  duty, 
towards  the  supporting  your  majesty's  honour 
and  your  allies;  not  donbting  but  Almighty 
God  will  prosper  your  majesty's  arms,  so  glo- 
riously employed  to  protect  all  those  whom  the 
ambition  of  the  French  king  would  oppress.” 

The  Queen's  Answer. ] To  which  her  Ma- 
jesty answered  : 

u I am  extremely  sensible  of  the  particular 
concern  you  express  for  ine  in  this  address,  aud 
of  your  great  zeal  for  the  common  cause  of 
, Europe. — f rely  very  much  upon  the  assurances 
you  give  me  of  vour  duty  and  affection ; and 
shall  always  use  my  best  endeavours  to  estab- 
lish the  safety  aud  happiness  of  the  kingdom.” 

The  Commons'  Address.]  Nov.  11.  The  fol- 
lowing Address  of  the  Commons  was  presented 
to  her  Majesty : 

**  Most  gracious  Sovereign  ; 

il  We  your  majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects  the  Commons  in  Parliament  assembled, 
do  humbly  return  your  majesty  our  most  hearty 
thanks  for  your  majesty’s  most  gracious  speech 
from  the  throne. — We  are  truly  sensible  of  your 
majesty’s  earnest  endeavours  to  bring  the  w ar  to 
a glorious  and  speedy  conclusion,  of  which  your 
majesty  has  given  us  so  fair  a prospect  by  vonr 
great  wisdom  aud  conduct,  in  engaging  th« 
king  of  Portugal  and  duke  of  Savoy  in  your 
alliance,  for  recovering  the  monarchy  of  Spain 
from  the  house  of  Bourbon,  and  restoring  it  to 
the  house  of  Austria. — We  do  most  gratefully 
acknowledge  your  majesty's  singular  care  iu 
the  good  management  and  application  of  the 
public  money,  whereby  your  majesty's  Exche- 
quer hath  greater  credit  in  this  so  expensive  a 
war  than  was  ever  known  in  the  most  flourish- 
ing times  of  pence  ; and  your  most  signal  and 
unparalleled  grace  and  goodness  to  vour  peo- 
ple, in  contributing  out  of  your  own  revenue 
towards  the  public  service,  particularly  y*»ar 
majesty's  ino*t  seasonable  assistance  to  the 
circle  of  Swabia. — The  many  blessings  we  en- 
joy under  your  majesty’s  most  auspicious  reign, 
and  vour  tender  regard  to  the  general  welfare 
and  happiness  of  your  subjects,  justly  require 
our  utmost  returns  of  duty  and  gratitude.  And 
your  majesty  may  be  assured,  that  your  faithful 
Commons  will  support  your  majesty  in  your 
us  ances,  and  effectually  enable  vour  majesty 
to  carry  on  the  war  with  vigour,  to  which  no- 
thing can  more  contribute  than  a firm  nnion 
among  ourselves  : we  therefore  crave  le*r< 
further  to  assure  your  majesty,  That  we  will, 
according  to  your  majesty’s  desire,  carefully 
avoid  any  heats  or  divisions  that  may  give  en- 
couragement to  the  common  enemies  of  the 
church  and  state.” 
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r«  Owen's  Anstter.]  To  which  her  ma- . government?  "hose  principle  of  hatred  mid 
itslj  xinwcred:  malice  to  the  family  of  the  Stuarts  descends  to 

“ I *m  well  pleased  with  tour  assurances  of  | em  In-icntnn‘'-'  men,  sir,  that  utfered 

seiooning  me  m the  present  war,  ami  vnur  npen  vm  t :kc  to  u majesty  S royal  grand" 
kanj  acknovv  ledginents  of  ray  endeavour's  to1  » 'ther ; men  that  have  not  only  the  impudence 
trjjg  it  to  a hippy  conclusion, — You  may  at- 1 '}  J Kj-li'nt  lo  justify  that  fact,  hut  to  turn  the 
■ •»  fourreives  I shall  alwavs  pursue  the  true  I 1 0 , tnurrfer  into  ridicule,  aud  keep  a 

i urest  of  the  kingikim,  and  omit  nothing  that ! 0,1  ( S'hcad-ttast  in  the  city.  And  cau  vve 
say  promote  the  general  welfare  of  my  people.”  I !",nS‘ne  U,,“  tll0se  « "re  euenm  s to  her  raa- 

l jesty  s person  and  office,  and  that  were  for  hin- 
rra-triiingi  in  the  Commons  on  the  Bill  ■ dering  her  from  coming  to  the  throne,  would 
Occasional  Conformity.]  November  25.  | not  be  glad  of  any  opportunity  to  shoveller 
A Cl  -troll  »as  made  in  the  Commons,  for  out  of  it  ?— Are  those  the  men  to  be  connte- 
ixwgeg  in  the  lull  agaiust  Occasional  Con  for-  nanced  and  encouraged?  this  in  plain  English 
uuti : rest  of> position  was  made  to  it ; the  makes  roe  believe  this  ministry  lias  too  great  » 

coart  was  against  it,  but  it  was  carried  by  a resemblance  of  the  last ; that  ray  lord  S d 

Smat  majority,  that  such  a bill  should  be  is  risen  frorathe  dead,  and  uuw  become  prime 
taw^t  m.  So  a new  draught  was  lormed.  | minister  of  Mate.— And  now  I am  upon  this 
!'■  it,  the  preamble,  that  was  in  the  former  hill,  j subject,  give  me  leave  to  tell  some  gentlemen 
»av  left  out.  The  number,  besides  the  family,  here,  who  have  been  hellowing  and  roanne 
io-t  made  a conventicle,  was  enlarged  from  j against  persons  for  taking  places  in  the  late 
tve  to  twelve  : nod  the  fine  set  on  tcose  who  reign,  ,|„u  it  i,  a reflection  upon  them  to  hold 
»rat  to  conventicles,  after  they  had  received  | a,1(J  continue  their  places,  in  the  company  of 
::,r  -acrameot,  besides  the  loss  of  their  employ-  j ,|.ose  that  they  have  been  exclaiming  aguiust. 
cmr,  was  brought  down  to  fifty  pound.  | —They  may  remember,  if  they  please  in  rc- 

Sir  Join  Packingtuni  Spfech  thereon.]  The  collect  the  language  in  the  late  reign— — sir, 
fallowing  Speech  was  made  by  sir  John  Pack-  I yen  must  turn  this  gentleman  out,  or  else  X 
avgton  on  that  occasion,  and  seems  to  contain  cannot  serve  you.  —And  ifauy  gentleman 
tie  sense  of  the  majority  of  that  house:  f 111  fn  interest  of  the  church  ol  England, 

’tvvas  a sn.licient  exception  against  his  being 
“Mr.  Speaker,  her  majesty  has  been  pleased  employed'.  No  gcnUeman  of  that  principle 
x ail  her  speeches,  lo  give  us  so  many  as-  w;is  t|ien  thought  fit  to  he  a deputy-lieutenant 
•-ranees  of  support  mg  the  church  of  England  or  a justice  of  peuco.  If  w e would  take  the 
a bylaw  established;  ami  also  such  instances  same  resolution,  and  the  same  spirit,  things 
« being  punctual  to  her  promise  in  this  par-  might  he  better  managed  than  they  are.— I did 
Cellar,  that  I think  she  very  justly  deserves  „0nder  to  hear  so  many  Bishops  against  this 
t«  title  of  Defender  of  the  Faith.  Her  desire  bill,  but  that  wonder  ceased,  when  I cousider- 
1 • He  this  hill  succeed  the  last  sessions  of  par-  e(|  „houi  they  owed  their  preferment  to.  The 
-:me»t,  was  sufficiently  shewn  by  the  prmcc  Archbishop  of  C v,  I think,  was  | ro- 
ot Denmark's  constant  attendance  upon  it;  muted  to  that  see  by  my  Lord  S d's  interest; 

*»d  I believe  the  reason  why  some  persons  and  being  asked  what  reasons  he  hail  against 
because  the  queen  seemed  to  . tI,i»  loll,  replied,  he  had  not  well  considered 

apiuse  it.— But  pray,  gentlemen,  let  us  con-  . t|)e  bill,  hut  that  my  Lord  8 d told  him 

Oder,  how  this  hill  came  to  be  lost?  why,  jt  ou„|u  „ot  to  pass. This  was  a very 

t»»(ir  three  nobie  lords  were  by  turns  to  he  j „eigluy  venson  for  the  head  of  our  Church  to 
-hwini?  the  miscarriage  ol  the  hill  was  imputed  ! Kj,p  ; aiul  yetj  I dure  sav,  none  of  the  rest  of 
tUrr  want  of  aitrndancc,  when  at  the  same  ,|ltm  rould  gjvt  a l etter."  One  would  be  pro- 
^e  ltievwcre  desirevl  to  be  out  of  the  way.  vokecl,  by  the  hue  liehaviour  of  tlie  Bishops, 
■v  ■•!  :s  it  not  a shame,  that  w e,  vv  ho  have  given  |u  move  lor  leave  to  bring  in  a bill  for  the  tole- 
“»seore  millions  of  money  for  the  preservation  riI(j0l,  of  Episcopacy;  for,  since  they  are  of 
u the  Protestant  Religion,  should  have  trim-  ,|lc  s;une  principles  with  the  dissenters,  it  is 
ballast  in  a bill  to  prevent  hypocrisy?— It  but  just,  I ihmk,  that  they  should  stand  on  the 
>»* among  ihe  Athenians,  that  when  any  same  foot.— Now,  Sir,  give  me  leave  to  answer 
e*»y  or  difference  arose  in  the  ciiy  of  Athens  some  objections  made  against  this  hill.  I he 
‘ae  inhabitants  should  tnke  one  side  or  oilier,  first  is,  that  it  is  unseasonable  at  this  time. 
«dse  they  banished  them  the  city:  mid  truly  Why  unseasonable  ; is  it  not  as  seasonable  lor 
c,  when  members  ol  parliament,  and  minis-  u s to  pass  a law,  for  the  further  defence  of  the 
t»nui  rtate  stand  neuter  in  matters  that  nearly  church  of  England  here,  ns  a was  for  Scotland 
eciceoi  the  interest  ol  the  church  ol  England,  ; to  pass  an  act  lest  sessions  lor  the  security  of  the 
W4  have  not  courage  to  own  their  opinion,  I j kirk  there  ? why  unseasonable?  does  the  success 
they  vt  nr  well  deserve  to  be  turned  out.  of  oar  aruis  abroad, or  the  levying  money  at  home 
trtry  gentleman  here  is  scut  up  to  give  hi-*  depend  upon  it?  no  gentleman  can  say,  that 
and  when  he  declines  that,  he  cannot  be  either  of  them  do;  and  since  there  can  be  no 
T*rlv  said  to  serve  the  place  he  represent*,  objection  made  ag-iinst  the  goodness  of  the  bill, 
ta^C  t0  k*  the  worst  sort  of  cowardice,  why  should  we  defer  the  putting  kin  ex ecu* 
-^Bat  pray,  sir,  let  us  inquire  into  the  meaning  tioa? — Another  arguuu  nt  against  this  bill,  it, 
tfail  this  trimming.  Are  we  afraid  to  disoblige  that  it  will  create  divisions.  Are  we  to  allow 
a putj  ot  men,  that  are  against  the  church  and  { a schism  to  avoid  division?  the  Dissenters 
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hold  it  lawful  to  communicate  sometimes,  and 
if  so,  why  unlawful  to  communicate  at  other 
times  ? But  oh ! the  fear  of  offending  dissenters 
is  to  be  urged  as  an  argument,  and  not  provok- 
ing the  church  of  England ; Either  the  minis- 
try must  think  we  nre  so  good- tint ured,  as  not 
to  be  displeased  at  any  tiling  they  do,  or  else 
that  our  number  is  so  inconsiderable,  that  they 
do  not  value  it  if  we  are  displeased. — Another 
argument  against  this  bill  proceeds  from  the 
number  and  strength  of  the  dissenters.  This  I 
take  to  be  an  excellent  nrgument  for  the  bill;  1 
for,  if  they  are  so  strong  and  numerous,  it  is 
high  time  for  us  to  guard  ourselves  against 
them,  and  I appeal  to  every  gentleman  here, 
whether  one  dissenter  in  place  is  not  capable 
of  doing  inure  mischief  to  the  church  of  Eng- 
land, than  ten  out  of  it  ? Suppose,  Mr.  Speaker, 
the  dissenters  had  the  power  iu  their  own  hands 
(as  they  will  certainly  in  a short  time,  if  not 
restrained)  would  they  admit  the  church  of 
England  into  places  ot  trust,  ami  into  the  le- 
gislature, upon  occasional  conformity  ? — Uer 
majesty  lias  been  so  generous  as  to  offer  what 
further  security  they  think  fit  for  the  religion  in 
Scotland  ; how  comes  it,  that  some  gentlemen 
should  represent  her  majesty  so  much  concern- 
ed to  preserve  a religion  she  is  not  of,  and  so 
unwilling  to  grant  a security  for  the  church  in 
which  she  expects  to  be  saved  ? According  to 
this  method,  one  might  expect  the  Scotch  co- 
venant to  be  brought  again  into  England,  and 
that  the  Prcsbytermn-party  of  that  kingdom, 
should  remonstrate  (as  they  did  to  her  royal 
grandfather)  the  necessity  of  having  one  reli- 
gion, and  one  worship  in  both  kingdoms. — We 
have  been  under  great  ex  ponces  in  keeping  these 
gentlemen  out,  aud  have  been  traduced  as  per- 
sons designing  a French  government ; and  all  the 
return  we  are  like  to  have  for  our  services  and 
sufferings,  in  our  purses  and  reputations,  is, that 
these  persons  nre  like  at  last  to  become  our  mas- 
ters, which  isavery  great  discouragement. — Mr. 
Speaker,  I take  this  practice  of  Occasional 
Conformity,  to  elude  the  force  of  one  of  the 
best  laws  made  in  the  church  of  England's  de- 
fence, that  it  is  scandalous  and  knavish  in  it- 
self, and  I will  pretend  to  foretel  this  ; that, 
by  the  benefit  of  this  Occasional  Conformity,  . 
the  dissenters  will  come  to  he  the  majority  of  j 
this  house;  and  then  I will  venture  to  pro-  i 
nounce  the  days  of  the  church  of  England  few,  ! 
That  I may  not  see  such  dismal  effects  of  our 
pretended  moderation,  I heartily  wish  success 
to  this  bill.** 

The  Btlt  parses  the  Commons.]  Dec.  7. 
The  Bill  passed  by  n majority  of  223to  140  •. 

* “ Notwithstanding  the  queen,  who  had  been 
informed  that  the  Occasional  Conformity  Bill 
'had  alarmed  a great  part  of  her  subjects,  who 
were  otherwise  well  affected  to  her  guverment, 
and  no  less  able  and  zeulou9  to  assist  her  in 
carrying  on  the  war,  had  endeavoured,  by  the 

warmest  expressions,  to  dissuade ‘the  parlia- 
ment from  this  measure,  yet  that  bill  was  again 
revived.  As  this  had  been  foreseen  by  the  mo* 


Debates  in  the  Lords  on  the  Bill  against  Of- 
cnsionnl  Conformity,]  In  the  beginning  of  De- 
cember ihc  Occasional  Conformity-bill  was 
again  senr  up  to  the  Lords,  where  it  occasioned 

derate  party,  Dr.  Davenant,  who  now  seemed 
to  have  forsaken  hi*  party,  by  the  encourage- 
ment, and  with  the  approbation  of  the  lo.d 
Hallifax,  published  a book,  entitled,  4 Essays 
‘ upon  peace  at  home  and  war  abroad/  where- 
in he  inforced  what  her  majesty  had  lately  re- 
commended from  the  throne ; and  endeavoured 
to  l*ring  all  sorts  of  men  to  luy  aside  their  heats 
and  animosities,  and  to  unite  iu  their  own  de- 
fence, against  the  common  danger,  with  design 
to  dissuade  the  bringing  in  of  the  Occasional  Bill. 
At  th*  same  timesir  Humphry  Mackworth  pub- 
lished a small  treatise,  4 in  defence  of  the  Com- 
* mons  in  relation  to  the  Conformity  Bill;  whfcii 
pamphlet,  however,  contained  little  besides  the 
arguments  used  a year  before  on  the  same  sub- 
ject. At  length,  about  a fortnight  after  the 
meet  ini*  of  the  parliament,  a motion  was  made 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  for  bringing  in  4 a 
4 Bill  against  Occasional  Conformity.*  Great 
opposition  was  made  to  it ; the  court  was 
against  it ; bat  it  was  carried  by  n great  majo- 
rity, that  such  a bill  should  be  brought  in.  A 
new  draught  was  accordingly  formed.  Though 
it  was  the  same  in  substance  wit h the  preamble, 
which  was  in  the  former  bill,  yet  in  several 
things  it  differed.  The  preamble  against  4 per- 
4 sedition  for  conscience  only/  was  now  |gt 
out.  The  former  bill  began,  with  mentioning 
the  4 act  of  indulgence/  saying.  That  4 that 
4 Act  ought  inviolably  to  be  observed  where- 
as, this  takes  not  the  least  notice  of  it.  Tbit 
bill  began  with  mentioning  I he  corporation  and 
test-acts,  which  it  say*,  1 manifestly  iuteuded 
4 that  all  persons  to  be  admitted  into  such  f- 
4 fices  and  employments,  should  be,  and  always 
4 remain  conformable  to  the  church  of  England, 
4 as  by  law  established;  which  acts,  it  says, 
4 have  been  notoriously  eluded,  &c/  And  in 
the  4 enacting  part/  whereas  the  former  bill 
allowed  but  four  besides  the  family  where  s 
conventicle  was  held,  this  allowed  nine,  and  in- 
flicted no  punishment,  unless  there  were  ten  at 
more,  besides  the  family.  The  penalty  in  the 
former  bill  was  105/.  for  every  day  that  the 
persons  concerned  continued  afterwards  i® 
office  ; But  now  it  was  brought  down  to  a for- 
feiture of  50/.  There  were  also  some  other 
differences.  These  were  artifices,  by  which  it 
was  hoped,  upon  such  softenings,  to  carry  the 
bill  on  any  terms;  and  when  that  point  w* 
gained,  it  would  he  easy  afterwards  to  curry 
other  hills  of  greater  severity.  There  was 
now  such  a division  upon  this  matter,  that  it 
was  fairly  debated  in  the  House  of  Common*; 
whereas  before  it  went  there  with  such  a ,or* 
rent,  that  no  opposition  to  it  could  be  hearken- 
ed to.  Those  who  opposed  the  bill, 
chiefly  upon  the  ground,  that  the  bill  put  the 
dissenters  in  a worse  condition  than  they  werf 
in  before;  and  that  it  was  a breach  upon  th* 
Toleration,  which  ought  not  to  be  made,  since 
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Ti*  bidiop  of  Salisbury*  (Dr.  Buruet)  said  : 
u My  Lords;  I am  very  glad  to  find,  lh.«t 
fow  much  heat  soever  tins  matter  luis  raised 
admd,  yet  none  of  that  has  appeared  in  nil 
ti& debate:  if  a heat  of  zeal  lias  appeared  in 
tome,  jet  nothing  ha*  been  mixed  with  it  un- 


tier  had  not  dt  served  it  by  any  ill  behaviour  of 
their »,  by  which  it  could  be  pretended,  that 
titer  had  forfeited  any  of  their  benefits  design- 
ed by  taut  act.  That  things  of  this  kind  could 
hate  no  effect,  but  to  embroil  the  nation  with 
sc*  distraction*,  and  to  disgust  persons  well- 
itffCted  to  the  queenfnnd  her  government.  That 
it  «u  necessary  to  continue  the  happy  quiet, 
(hat  the  nation  now  enjoyed,  especially  in  this 
hoe  of  war,  in  which  even  the  severest  of  per- 
■rcatioot  made  their  stops,  for  fear  of  irritating 
ill  humours  too  much.  The  old  topics  of  hy- 
pocrisy, and  of  the  danger  the  church  was  m, 
brought  up  again  on  behalf  of  the  bill, 
vtiidi  passed  the  Commons  on  the  7th  of  De- 
cember, by  a great  majority,  and  was  sent  up 
to  the  House  of  Lords;  where  it  occasioned  a de- 
bite of  many  hours,  whether  the  bill  should  he 
entertained  or  read  a second  time,  or  thrown 
•ct.  The  prince  of  Denmark  appeared  no  | 
wore  for  it,  nor  did  lie  come  to  the  house  upon 
tos  occasion.  Some  who  had  voted  for  it  in 
tbe  former  session,  kept  out  of  the  house  ; and 
<*ber$  owned,  that  they  saw  farther  into  the 
design  of  the  bill,  and  so  voted  against  it.  The 
bishops  were  almost  equally  divided  : There 
*ere  two  more  against  it  than  for  it.  Bishop 
Burnet  distinguished  himself  by  his  speech 
liimstthe  hill.  lie  gave  the  Lords  an  account 
fow  the  Test-Act  had  been  carried,  and  men- 
tooed  the  many  practices  of  the  Papists,  in 
order  to  set  ibe  church  against  the  disseoters, 
*»d  foe  dissenters  against  the  church,  by  turns, 
wit  might  serve  their  eods.  lie  ventured  to 
that  a man  might  lawfully  communicate 
■db  a church  which  he  thought  had  a doctrine 
®d  » worship  uncorrupted,  and  yet  communi- 
r-ue  more  frequently  with  a church,  which  he 
fonigbt  more  perfect;  and  that  he  himself  had 
ttxinunicated  with  the  churches  of  Geneva  and 
Holland,  and  yet  at  the  same  time  communicated 
**fo  foe  church  of  England  ; So  that,  though 
dissenters  were  in  a mistake  as  to  their  opi- 
“iw,  which  was  the  more  perfect  church,  yet, 
blowing  them  a Toleration  in  that  error,  this 
practice  might  be  justified.  Several  of  the  tem- 
fo«l  fords  spoke  also  against  tbe  bill,  particu- 
Wy  the  lord  Haversham,  tbe  duke  of  Devon- 
foe  earl  of  Pembroke,  the  lord  Mohun, 
the  lord  Ferrars,  and  the  lord  Wharton.  The 
kst  of  these,  to  shew  the  unseasonableness  of 
a»y  thing,  that  led  to  persecuting  their  Protes- 
ts brethren,  took  notice  of  the  distracted 
of  Scotland,  and  of  the  insolence  of  the 
inputs  in  Ireland;  adding,  that  the  hoi^e 
^Kt  rather  to  imitate  the  parliament  of  Ire- 
^ to  their  seal  agaiust  popery,  than  to  frame 
ki»i  to  increase  divisions  here.  Nor  did  the 
krdMobui  stick  to  say,  “ That  if  they  passed 
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becoming  the  dignity  of  this  house,  and  the 
solemnity  of  a great  council : it  is  a disad- 
vantage, especially  to  one  of  this  bench,  to 
speak  agaiust  any  thing,  that,  in  the  sound,  and 
first  appearance,  seems  to  be  intended  for  the 
service  of  the  church;  and,  I am  sure,  if  I were 
not  fully  convinced  ihat  it  is  not  so,  but  that, 

this  bill,  they  had  as  good  tack  the  pretended 
prince  of  Wales  to  it/’  Upon  the  whole  mat- 
ter, it  was  earned  by  a majoiity  of  12  not  to 
give  it  a second  reading,  but  to  reject  it.  The 
clergy  over  England,  who  were  generally  in- 
flamed in  this  matter,  could  hardly  forgivV  the 
queen  and  the  prince  the  coking,  which  they 
expressed  on  this  occasion.  The  lord  Go  lot- 
pbin  did  so  positively  declare,  he  thought  the  bill 
unseasonable,  and  had  done  all  he  could  to 
hinder  its  being  brought  in,  that,  though  he  (at 
well  as  the  duke  of  Marlborough)  not  only 
voted  for  a second  reading,  but  also  entered 
their  dissent  against  the  rejecting  it ; die  party 
were  exasperated  against  him,  and  set  up  tha 
earl  of  Rochester,  as  the  only  man  to  be  de- 
pended on,  and  who  deserved  to  be  tbe  prime 
minister."  TindlL 

* “ The  Bishops  were  almost  equally  di- 
vided. There  were  two  more  agaiust  the  Bill 
than  for  it.  Among  these  I had  the  largest 
share  of  censure  on  me,  because  I spoke  much 
against  it:  1 knew  how  the  Act  of  Test  was 
carried,  ns  has  been  already  shewn  in  its 
proper  place ; I related  that  in  the  House, 
and  tlio  many  practices  of  the  Papists,  of 
setting  us  of  the  church  against  the  dissenters, 
and  the  dissenters  against  us  by  turns,  as  ic 
might  serve  their  ends;  I ventured  to  say,  that 
a man  might  lawfully  communicate  with  a 
church,  that  be  thought  had  a worship  and  a 
doctrine  uncorrupted,  and  yet  communicate 
more  frequently  with  a church,  that  he  though* 
more  perfect : I myself  had  communicated 
w ith  the  churches  of  Geneva  and  Holland  ; and 
yet  at  the  same  time  communicated  with  the 
church  of  England  ; So,  though  the  dissenters 
were  in  a mistake,  as  to  their  opinion,  which 
was  the  more  perfect  church,  yet  allowing  them 
a Toleration  in  that  error,  this  practice  might 
be  justified.  I was  desired  to  print  what  I said 
upon  that  occasion,  which  drew  many  virulent 
pamphlets  upon  me,  but  I answered  none  of 
them ; I saw  the  Jacobites  designed  to  raise 
such  a flame  among  us,  as  might  make  it  scarce 
possible  to  carry  on  the  war;  those  who  went 
not  so  deep,  yet  designed  to  make  a breach  on 
the  Toleration  by  gaining  this  point : And  I 
was  resolved  never  iq  be  silent,  when  that 
should  be  brought  into  debate ; For  I have 
long  looked  on  liberty  of  conscience,  as  one  of 
the  rights  of  human  nature,  antecedent  to  so- 
ciety, which  no  man,  could  give  up,  because  it 
was  not  in  his  own  power;  And  our  Saviour's 
rule,  of  doing  as  we  would  be  done  by,  seemed 
to  be  a very  express  decision  to  all  men,  w ho 
would  lay  the  matter  home  to  their  own  con- 
science, and  judge  as  they  would  willingly  ha 
judged  by  others. v Burnet. 
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how  well  soever  it  inny  he  intended  by  some, 
die  effects  of  it  will  tie  quite  contrary,  I could 
not  have  a heart,  or  a face  to  speak  against  it, 
hut  should  promote  it  with  nil  possible  zc;ri. — 
1 confess,  I am  already  bound  up,  as  to  this 
particular,  and  determined  by  a promise  so* 
lc m uly  made  to  the  queen.  Her  majesty  re- 
commended union  to  us,  with  a particular  ve- 
hemence of  style,  when  she  said,  she  wanted 
words  to  impress  how  earnestly  she  desired  to 
see  union  and  a good  agreement  among  her 
subjects.  I am  sure,  w*c  most  all  want  words 
to  express  a due  sense  of  that  royal  tender- 
ness and  care  of  us.  In  our  Address  to  her 
majesty  we  promised,  not  only  to  avoid,  but 
to  oppose  every  thing  that  might  tend  to 
create  disunion  and  disorder : and  I do  freely 
owu,  that  I had  then  this  very  thing  in  my 
thoughts,  as  I believe  a great  many  others  had, 
and  therefore  I look  on  myself  us  under  an  ob- 
ligation now,  to  perform  what  I then  promised. 
I know,  some  of  our  order,  as  well  as  myself,  in 
particular,  have  been  very  indecently,  and  1 
hope,  very  unjustly  too,  treated  in  many  printed 
libels  upon  this  very  account ; as  if  we  were 
the  enemies  to  the  church,  because  we  cannot 
think  this  bill  for  its  service.  The  station  we 
are  in  sets  us  above  the  answering  every  spite- 
ful writer.  But,  next  to  the  queen,  we  owe  it 
to  your  lordships  to  satisfy  you,  if  any  thing 
sticks  with  you.  We  hope  we  may  appeal  to 
tlie  world,  and  to  our  dioccsses  in  every  par- 
ticular, whether  our  labours  do  not  shew  a 
true  zeal  for  the  church,  in  nil  its  concerns  i 
We  are  die  disciples  of  the  cross,  and  must  go 
through  good  report,  and  ill  report  ; but  we 
hope,  we  are  so  well  known,  and  have  acted 
so  long  in  a public  scene  and  have  acted 
such  a part  on  it,  that  we  mny  reckon  ourselves 
above  such  oaiumuies. — Even  St.  Paul  said, 
he  beenme  a fool  in  glorying,  but  it  was  when 
others  compelled  him  to  it,  we  must  freely  own, 
that  there  have  been  such  severities  among  us 
in  every  reign,  since  the  reformation,  that  these 
are  blemishes  not  easily  wiped  off.  The  burn- 
ings in  king  Edward’s  reign  is  the  reproach  of 
that  time.  The  capital  proceedings  in  queen 
Elizabeth’s  reign,  and  the  severe  act  of  the  25th 
year  of  it,  that  punishes  meetings  with  impri- 
liuwneut,  banishment  and  death,  is  a blemish, 
even  on  that  long  and  glorious  reign.  The  re- 
.peal  of  that  act  past  in  both  houses  ; and  it  is 
known  by  what  management  it  was,  that  it  wus 
not  tendered  to  the  royal  assent.  The  mention 
ofqueen  Elizabeth’s  reign  leads  me  to  take  no- 
tice of  whnt  has  been  said  in  relation  to  the 
maxims,  by  which  she  governed  herself,  as  if 
the  had  been  inflexibly  steady  in  the  observa- 
tion of  the  laws  in  matters  of  religion.  It  is 
certain,  that  she  treated  the  papists,  all  along, 
with  very  particular  indulgence ; she  would 
have  the  peers  excused  from  the  obligations  to 
take  the  oath  of  supremacy  ; she  employed  pa- 
pists in  all  her  affairs ; they  were  privy  counsel- 
lors, and  lord  lieutenants;  her  lord-treasurer 
protested  against  all  acts  for  the  reformation, 
and  was  known  to  he  a church-papist,  or  au 


"occasional  conformist;  and  yet  he  continued  in 
that  great  post  14  years,  till  he  died ; she  en- 
couraged die  occasional  conformity  of  papists, 
and  apprehended  no  danger  in  that,  even  from 
them  ; and  yet,  1 hope,  it  will  be  acknowledged 
that  there  was  more  reason  to  be  afraid  o: 
them,  considering  both  their  numbers,  and  the 
hopes  of  a popish  successor,  than  we  have  now 
to  be  afraid  of  the  Dissenters.  She  encoumged 
occasional  conformity,  and  no  body  was  uneasy 
at  it  *.  but  the  Pope  saw  what  it  was  like  to  end 
iu,  and  therefore  lie  took  care  to  put  a stop  to 
it. — The  severirics  in  king  James’s  reign  ca^ta 
blot  on  it ; and  the  proceedings  iu  the  Star- 
Chamber,  and  the  High-Com mission,  are  let 
forth  by  a noble  Historian,  as  things  that  did 
not  a little  contribute  to  bring  on  us  the  mise- 
ries of  a Civil  War.  The  proceedings  in  kin? 
Charles  the  second’s  reign  were  severe,  and  >« 
on  with  bad  designs.  That  in  a time,  both  at 
war  ami  of  plague,  sucli  an  act  as  the  Five-Mile 
act  should  have  passed,  will  amaze  all  that 
know  the  secret  of  that  time.  Soon  after  the 
restoration,  it  had  been  a very  easy  thing  to 
have  made  up  all  differences  among  us,  but 
the  design  was  to  enflamc  them  : and  that  mat- 
ter was  far  driven,  as  we  all  know.  The  ear! 
of  Bristol  calk'd  together  a meeting  of  the  chief 
of  the  papists,  and  tendered  them  an  oath  of 
secrecy,  as  the  lord  Stafford  told  me  in  the 
Tower,  and  told  it  likewise  at  the  bar  of  tbe 
House;  he  told  them,  tiiat  the  breach  betwea 
the  church  and  the  Dissenters  was  now’  tixed, 
and  would  be  carried  further;  it  was  therefore 
their  interest  to  make  use  of  all  the  provoca* 
lions  the  Dissenters  might  meet  with,  oad  to 
offer  their  assistance  to  them,  in  order  to 
the  engaging  them  to  petition  for  a general 
Toleration : yet  they  could  never  be  brought 
to  it.  When  the  declaration  for  a general 
Toleration,  in  1672,  was  questioned  in  par- 
liament, which  brought  on  the  act  of  the 
Test,  set  forth  in  the  preamble  of  this  bill,tt* 
lord  Clifford  got  some  to  move  in  favour  of  the 
Dissenters,  hoping  that  would  have  provoked 
cither  the  one  side  or  tl»e  other,  and  that  either 
the  Church  party  might  be  offended  with  tbe 
motion,  or  the  Dissenters  with  the  refusing  it. 
That  was  stopt  by  alderman  Love,  who  desired, 
though  his  own  persuasion  was  wdl  hno*&, 
that  nothing  with  relation  to  them  might  inter- 
vene to  stop  the  security,  that  die  nation,  end 
the  Protestant  religion  would  have  by  that  act: 
in  this  be  was  seconded  by  most  of  that  party, 
so  that  the  act  was  obtained,  in  some  measure, 
by  their  assistance,  and  therefore  it  would  b* 
hard  to  turn  it  n gainst  them  ; for  the  king  *as 
then  highly  offended  with  them,  for  the  ginag 
up  his  Declaration.  This  wrought  so  much  on 
that  House,  that  was  so  zealous  for  the  Cburcb, 
that  they  ordered  a Bill  to  he  brought  in  f°r 
tbe  Ease  of  Protestant  Dissenters,  in  whirh 
little  progress  was  indeed  made,  yet  to  the  em 
of  that  parliament  the  Conventicles  were  held 
very  publicly,  and  they  never  passed  a vote, 
made  an  address  against  them.  In  the  end  o# 
king  Charles’s  reign  we  all  remember  * 
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new  prosecution  of  them  was  sat  on  foot ; and 
even  then,  when  the  severities  against  them 
were  r cry  hard,  they  were  solicited  by  the 
agents  ot  the  court  to  petirion  for  a general  To- 
leration, but  they  could  not  be  prevailed  on. 
What  some  of  them  did  iu  king  James's  reign 
is  veil  known,  and  cannot  be  excused.  Iiy  all 
rim  we  see,  that  the  whole  management,  with 
relation  to  Dissenters,  was  an  artifice  to  ad- 
vance a Popish  interest,  which  must  needs  give 
2 jast  jealousy  of  every  tiling  that  looks  that 
war.  After  the  late  king  had  delivered  us  from 
ail  our  fears  and  dangers,  to  whom  (let  ungrate- 
ful and  malicious  men  treat  his  memory  as  they 
please)  we  owe  our  present  happiness,  and  ihut 
we  are  now  sitting  here,  his  next  care  was  to 
secure  the  Charch  of  England  by  the  Act  of 
Toleration,  which  lias  not  only  set  the  Dis- 
senters at  ease,  but  has  made  the  Church 
both  stronger  and  safer,  since  God  has  so  bless- 
es our  labours,  that  we  see  the  Dissenters  lose 
as  much  strength  as  we  gain  by  it.  The  heat 
n»ed  by  those  dissentions  is  much  allayed, 
tad  their  numbers  are  abated  by  a moderate 
computation  at  least  a fourth  part,  if  not  n 
tfcrd.  But  now  they  are  alarmed  and  begin 
to  put  ou  more  zeal,  for  they  apprehend  the 
Toleration  n aimed  at,  and  that  how  little  so- 
•fcr  seems  to  be  in  this  bill,  it  is  a step,  and 
•ill  be  followed  by  more,  that  are  kept  in  re- 
serve till  tht»  point  is  once  gained.  The  next 
step  mav  be  for  their  wives  and  children, 
and  so  the  matter  may  be  carried  on  till  the 
woole  Toleration  is  broke  through.  If  one 
fcits  at  a great  dyke  that  keeps  out  the 
aa,  it  will  be  thought,  how  small  a breach  so- 
ever he  makes  at  first,  that  he  designs  a total 
msodatioo.  This  seems  to  weaken  and  shake 
the  Toleration ; so  men  will  grow  jealous,  and 
he  on  their  guard,  and  by  this  means  we  of  the 
Chorch  shall  not  have  so  free  and  unexcepted 
an  access  to  work  on  their  reasons,  which  we 
aow  do  with  so  much  success,  when  once  their 
passions  are  kindled  against  us.  The  present 
state  of  our  affairs  makes  this  yet  more  unsea- 
sonable. It  is  a common  maxim,  followed 
even  by  persecutors,  to  keep  things  quiet  at 
home,  when  nations  are  engaged  in  war;  (-spe- 
cially m such  a war  as  this,  which  is  for  uni- 
versal monarchy,  where  all  is  at  stake.  There 
■ay  happen  great  accidents  in  war,  and  it  is 
so  way  advisable  to  raise  discontents  or  ap- 
f-retiensioos  in  great  numbers,  at  home,  which 
•ay  come  to  have  very  ill  effects,  when  we  are 
a no  good  condition  to  deal  with  them. — I 
knew  somewhat  of  Foreign  affairs  : during  the 
wh  six  or  seven  years  of  the  last  reign,  it  was 
the  common  topic  of  the  agents  of  France,  in 
ike  courts  of  our  allies,  that  England  was  so 
a. -jointed  by  factions  at  home,  that  there  was 
w trusting  to  it ; no  doubt  the  same  arts  are 
practised.  Portugal  and  Savoy  are  two 
of  the  greatest  consequence  lo  us,  who 
**t  no  strength  to  resist  the  force  that  will  be 
in  upon  them,  but  as  they  hope  to  be 
supported  by  the  treasure,  the  fleet,  and  the 
**stince  of  England.  Any  thing  that  divides 
tol  T I. 


03. — Occasional  Conformity  Bill,  [162 

and  weakens  us  must  give  them  a melancholy 
prospect,  and  may  make  very  dangerous  im- 
pressions on  them  ; whereas  our  union  at  home, 
and  the  maintaining  the  happy  calm  the  nation 
is  now  in,  will  incline  them  to  depend  more 
firmly  on  our  treaties  with  them. 

“ Some  things  give  a just  suspicion,  when  the 
men  who  promote  them,  and  write  for  them 
without  doors,  are  the  known  and  avowed  ene- 
mies of  the  government,  who  deny  the  queen's 
title,  and  are  looking  to  one  beyond  sea.  Can 
we  think  that  those  who  separate  from  our 
churches,  and  have  raised  a schism  in  it,  can 
be  zealous  for  the  peace  and  order  of  the 
church  ? They  are  zealous  for  somewhat  else, 
and  therefore  we  may  well  believe  their  zeal  in 
this  particular,  is  with  a view  to  that  to  which 
they  are  driving.  One  author,  who  has  writ 
two  hooks  in  behalf  of  this  bill,  is  known  to  be 
the  furimisest  Jacobite  in  England,  and  does  not 
conceal  it  even  in  those  books.  In  one  of  these 
he  says,  lie  is  one  called  an  high  church- man. 
These  are  new  terms  of  distinction,  raised  on 
design  to  distract  us  yet  more.  I know  no 
high  church,  but  the  church  of  Rome;  and 
that  author  L has  in  another  book  shew- 

ed us  how  near  he  comes  to  that  Church,  when 
he  proposes,  that  a Treaty  may  be  set  on  foot 
between  our  convocation,  and  the  assembly  of 
the  Clergy  of  France ; and  that  we  should 
abate  the  regal  supremacy,  and  they  the  papal, 
and  then  he  fancies,  all  other  matters  could  be 
easily  adjusted:  So  here  we  see  who  are  to  be 
called  High  Church.  Our  legal  establishment, 
founded  upon  the  primitive  pattern,  is  the  true 
measure  of  our  Church ; and  those  w ho  rise 
above  it,  are  as  much  out  of  the  way,  ns  those 
who  fall  below  it.  But  I knew  one  of  the  emi- 
nentest  papists  of  the  age,  who  used  often  lo 
say,  He  was  for  the  Church  of  England  as  by 
law  established  : I took  the  liberty  to  ask  him 
how  such  a profession  did  agree  with  his  since- 
rity? He  answered,  He  looked  upon  the  laws 
of  queen  Mary  as  yet  in  full  force,  for  he 
thought  queen  Elizabeth,  who  repealed  them, 
bud  no  more  right  to  the  Crown  than  Oliver 
Cromwell  had,  so  that  her  laws  were  no  laws. 

I confess,  ever  since  that  time,  I have  been 
jealous  when  I hear  some  persons  pretend  so 
much  zeal  for  the  Church  of  England.  The  fury 
with  which  this  matter  is  driven,  does  heighten 
the  jealousy.  What  great  matters  could  this  bill 
produce,  if  there  were  not  somewhat  undent?— 
How  comes  it  that  our  bench  should  be  inde- 
cently treated,  because  we  cannot  all  of  us  think 
it  seasonable,  and  do  not  apprehend  that  we 
need  it  ? We  have,  iu  the  whole  course  of  oar 
lives,  fedhered  to  the  interest  of  the  church  at 
all  perils,  and  in  all  times,  without  ever  once  in 
any  particular  leaning  to  the  Dissenters : and 
yet  we,  who  have  been  our  whole  life  long,  by 
our  labours  and  writings,  building  up  the 
church,  must  now  be  defamed  as  the  under- 
miners, because  we  cannot  comply  with  other 
mens  notions.  The  head  of  our  order  is  mis- 
represented with  as  much  injustice  as  virulence, 
though  he  stood  as  in  the  front  of  the  church  im 
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the  most  dangerous  times;  ami  false  stories  are 
iimde,  and  publicly  reported  of  him.  I love 
not  to  use  harder  words,  but  this  could  be  the 
better  borne,  if  it  were  not  tor  the  relations 
nod  dependencies  of  those  who  vent  them.  I 
myself  have  met  with  a large  share  of  such 
treatment,  though  in  uo  step  or  part  of  my  life, 
I ever  gave  the  least  occasion  for  it.  When  I 
wrote  the  History  of  the  Reformation,  for  which 
1 had  the  thanks  of  this  house,  I was  then 
under  no  bias  ; I lmd  neither  favour  nor  in* 
terest  to  tie  me,  so  that  I wrote  purely  what 
was  my  own  sense  of  things ; and  yet  I took 
care  to  mark  all  the  first  beginnings  of  non- 
conformity, all  die  grounds  they  went  on,  and 
all  the  colours  (hat  imposed  on  them,  and  have 
shewed  the  mistakes  and  weaknesses  of  every 
one  of  them  with  an  honesty  and  zeal  that  ought 
to  set  me  beyond  suspicion.  But  I own  I 
begun  the  world  on  a principle  of  moderation, 
winch  1 have  carried  down  through  my  whole 
life,  and  in  which  I hope  £ shall  continue  to 
my  life’s  end.  There  was  a time  when  those 
who  are  now  so  furious,  und  perhaps  so  full  of 
hopes, needed  my  service,  and  1 had  somecredir, 
which  for  some  yoais  was  chiefly  employed 
in  their  behalf.  Your  lordships  tnoy  remember 
with  what  vehemence  I pleaded,  for  excusing 
the  deprived  bishops  from  the  oaths.  Others 
were  then,  and  are  now  in  great  posts,  who,  I 
am  coutident,  will  do  me  the  justice  to  own, 
that  I was  the  common  agent  both  for  papists 
and  jacobites  in  distress  ; for  which  we  are  now 
so  ill  rewarded.  But  now  to  speak  to  the  title 
of  the  bill,  Occasional  Conformity,  I cannot  in 
the  general  cotult urn  this,  but  as  it  is  accom- 
panied witii  error  and  mistake.  l-'or  a parti- 
cular instance,!  myself  was  an  Occasional  Con- 
formist in  Geneva  and  Holland.  I thought  their 
churches  were  irregularly  formed,  under  great 
defects  in  their  constitution,  yi  1 1 thought  com- 
munion with  them  was  lawful,  for  their  worship 
was  not  corrupted  ; but  at  the  same  time  I con- 
tinued my  communion  with  our  own  church, 
according  to  the  Liturgy  of  this  church,  w ith  all 
that  came  about  me.  And  if  the  designs  of 
some  of  the  promoters  of  this  bill  should  be 
brought  about,  and  I driven  beyond  sea,  (unless 
among  other  unpardonable  people,  I should  be 
at  first  knocker!  ou  the  head)  I,  in  that  case, 
would  communicate  with  the  foreign  churches, 
but  would  likewise  gather  all  of  this  church  about 
me,  nud  still  continue  to  worship  God,  accord- 
ing to  the  Liturgy,  to  my  life’s  end.  So  I think 
Occasional  Conformity,  with  n le3s  perfect 
church,  may  well  consist  with  the  continuing 
to  worship  God  in  a inure  perfect  one.  it  re- 
mains then  n point  of  opinion  which  church  or 
society  is  ti  e less  perfect.  In  this  I urn  sure  our 
church  is  the  more  perfect  and  regular,  and 
that  the  separation  is  founded  upon  error  and 
mistake  ; nud  that  true  edifleatiou  is  among  us, 
•ud  not  among  them;  hut  some  of  them,  by 
unhappy  education,  think  otherwise,  and  in 
titis  they  are  certuiuly  tn  blame,  as  they  are 
in  every  part  of  the  separation.  But  if  it  is 
intended  to  tolerate  them  uuder  thfir  other 
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mistakes,  l do  not  see  why  this  should  not  l 
tolerated  likewise,  since  it  is  much  less  dunge 
ous  than  the  other  practices,  which  are  i> 
at  present  complained  of. — The  noble  histonci 
whom  ye  are  now  all  reading  with  plensur 
finds  great  fault  with  those  who  did  not  go 
the  French  churches,  even  where  they  had  s 
Ambassador's  chapel  to  resort  to,  though  tk 
was  certainly  an  Occasional  Conformity  wi 
a les3  perfect  church,  where  there  was  i 
obligation  to  go  to  it;  and  when  they  bad 
mote  perfect  one  at  hand.  It  has  been  a toj, 
insisted  on  by  all  who  have  writ  against  t 
Dissenters,  from  the  first  beginning  of  the  d 
utes  down  to  the  present  limes ; they  ha 
ceu  always  called  on  to  come  as  near  ti 
church  as  they  could,  and  to  do  all  that  ib 
could  do  with  a good  conscience,  and  thrrefoi 
before  the  wars,  great  differeuce  was  made  fa 
tween  the  Puritans  und  the  Brownists  or  set 
rutists,  on  this  very  account : But  now  all  tfi 
is  reversed  ; the  separates  are  well  looked  fl 
whereas  those  who  come  much  nearer  us  a 
discouraged,  though  we  all  see,  that  this  u 
step,  by  which  many  come  over  entirely  to  i 
and  the  children  of  others  do  fitter  into  a co 
stnnt  comniuuiou  with  us;  und  wc  shall  go 
cast  a scandal  on  this  to  discourage  it  ? — lu  a 
diocese,  those  who  are  Occasional  Co nl'o tint! 
out  of  principle,  who  sometimes  go  to  churc 
and  go  sometimes  to  meetings,  are  withu 
number;  who  yet  have  uo  nthce,  and  seem 
pretend  to  noue ; 1 confess  I do  not  desire 
press  it  too  hard  upon  them,  that  they  may  n> 
do  both,  lest  this,  instead  of  keeping  them  fro 
meetings,  hinder  them  from  coming  to  churc 
I have  heard  but  of  one  in  my  diocese,  who  go 
to  meetings,  ami  thut  is  only  to  a weekly  le 
ture. — Therefore,  since  Occasional  Conform! 
is  only  to  be  blamed,  when  it  goes  upoo  i 
error  and  u mistaken  principle*,  I do  not  st 
why  it  should  be  worse  treated  than  the  erro 
that  are  now  tolerated,  for  it  is,  of  all  theerroi 
that  which  has  done  the  greatest  service  to  tl 
church. — I now  come  to  the  bill  itself:  1 mi 
a preamble  here,  that  was  in  the  former  hi 
in  fuvour  of  Toleration,  which  is  now  left  oui 
I confess  I don’t  know  how  it  came  to  I 
there ; for  it  did  not  very  well  agree  with  ti 
bill,  especially  as  it  was  first  sent  op  to  us. 
put  me  in  mind  of  a clause  in  the  sentence 
the  impiisitors ; when  a heretic  is  oondernne 
and  delivered  to  the  secular  arm,  they  conju 
the  magistrate  by  the  mercies  of  God,  and  tl 
bowek  of  Jesus  Christ,  that  no  harm  lie  dot 
to  the  ultimate  heretic,  neither  in  life  in 
limb;  but  all  this  is  but  farce,  for  he  is 
be  burnt  immediately:  Yet,  oiler  all,  the: 
words  were  u solemn  declaration  that  coal 
not  have  been  forgot,  if  other  matters  ho 
been  afterwards  o tie  red  at:  They  are  »• 
left  out  with  great  sincerity,  no  doubt,  1 
those  who  do  not  intend  to  maintain  tl 
Toleration- Act;  a very  honest  part  when  tin 
will  not  profess  it ! I know  it  may  be  said,  h 
us  put  in  these  words,  and  stand  to  them.  B< 
still  this  will  not  lay  the  apprehensions,  ibi 
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ibe  ieavinj  out  these  words  roust  raise,  as  if 
aw  original  design  of  this  bill  was  to  strike  ut 
the  Toleration ; and  that  therefore  those  who 
We  connived  it,  would  not  limit  themselves 
ky  of  their  own  framing,  so  they  may,  to 
carry  their- point,  consent  to  their  hem"  put  in 
by  others,  to  which  they  do  only  give  way, 
which  they  will  not  think  to  be  such  a tye  on 
*han, as  if  they  had,  of  one  accord,  put  them 
fa  the  tir*t  draught  of  the  bill.  There  are  oi her 
ronfa  in  rt*e  preamble,  that  do  not  appear  to 
im  to  be  well  grounded  after  the  two  acts,  the 
Corporation-Act  nnd  the  'Test*  Act  arc  set  forth. 
It  a uiferrcd,  that  it  was  intended,  that  all  men 
comprehended  in  them  should  be,  and  always 
toatotoe  to  he  of  the  Communiou  of  the  church 
•f  England.  I5y  the  first  of  these  acts,  no  man 
cnuld  bear  office  in  a corporation,  unless  he 
fci  received  the  Sacrament  within  three 
■tenths  after  ; so  by  the  other,  he  who  had  a 
fbxv  of  trust  was  to  receive  the  Sacrament 
Pntfao  three  months  after,  so  by  these  acts,  it  is 
■By  true,  thai  no  man  might  he  in  any  employ- 
IBM,  who  eit Iter  had  not  been,  or  was  not  the n 
at  the  Communion  of  the  church;  but  there  is 
•w  a clause,  nor  a word  in  either  of  these  acts, 
Oat  imports,  that  he  should  always  continue  to 
Wk>.  If  the  clause  once  offered  had  been  rc- 
IfcTtd,  obliging  such  pcisonsto  come  to  church 
aic*.  a mouth,  and  to  receive  the  Sacrament 
eace  a year,  when  this  intention  should  have 
leto  burly  declared : hut,  as  it  is,  since  no 
•mi  clause  appears,  I don’t  see  how,  in  a re- 
■ul,  we  can  affirm  a thing  that  has  no  foundn- 
toc,  for  how  unlimited  soever  our  enacting 
lp*er  may  be,  yet  in  a recital  a thing  must 
•crier  be  as  it  is  set  forth  to  be,  or  all  the  au- 

viiy  on  earth  cannot  make  it  to  be  otherwise 
■to  it  is.  As  for  the  enacting  part,  when  in  a 
proper  time  a bill  shall  be  brought  in,  disabling 
w to  hold  any  employment,  but  those  who  con- 
tone to  be  in  ibe  Communion  of  the  church  of 
£<*Ud,  I shall  concur  in  it  heartily  ; but  fur  a 
fcw  or' 40/.  I cannot  agree  to  it;  that  punish- 
»■-«  goes  further  than  disabling;  I cannot 
*5«*  to  an,  such  clause:  Nor  is  it  consistent 
**i>  the  Act  of  Toleration,  to  lav  a heavy  fine 
l»  pang  to  a meeting  tolerated  by  law  : Nor 
or  I consent  to  the  reckoning  the  foreign 
dutches  tolerated  among  us,  which  are  by 
•Mieescepted  in  the  Act  of  Uniformity,  among 
i : iwtiogs  of  the  separatists  from  our  church, 
tin  will  have  a strange  sound  all  the  world 
•*»»  and  will  be  a mighty  discouragement  to 
•fl  abroad,  w ho  expect  deliverance  and  protec- 
ts 6m  lienee,  when  they  understand  that  it 
» made  so  criminal  a thing  to  worship  God 
•*h  them,  and  according  to  their  way : For 
these  reasons,  I think  this  bill  ought  not  to  be 
io«  entertained,  but  that  the  subject-matter  of 
d*  bdl  ought  to  be  left  to  be  considered  at  a 
|np*tiaK.” 

Lord  Barer ilium  said  : 

M My  lords  ; I am  very  little  personally  con- 
•'ettttd  in  this  bill ; I have  no  othce,  1 expect 
h'**t  »or  do  I desire  any ; and  yet  I pay  as 


much  duty  to  her  majesty,  and  wish  us  well  to 
her  government,  us  those  that  have  half  a 
dmen. — I shall  not,  my  lords,  enter  into  the 
consideration  of  the  justice  or  injustice  of  this 
bill,  whether  a man  may  be  deprived  of  what 
he  has  a legal  right,  to,  without  tiny  forfeiture 
on  his  part;  though,  in  ir.y  opinion,  he  may ; 
because  private  right  is  always  to  give  place  to 
public  safety;  and  nothing  else  can  justify  one 
of  the  best  hills  that  ever  was  made  for  the  se- 
curity of  the  Fro  test  ant  Religion,  1 mean  the 
Test-Act : But  this  is  not  the  case  here;  tlie 
persons  affected  by  this  bill  are  such  as  have 
always  been  serviceable  to  the  government,  and 
are  some  of  the  best  friends  to  it. — Nor  shall  l 
trouble  your  lordships  to  shew,  that  the  great 
enemies  of  the  State  do  not  so  much  consider 
you  as  you  nro  three  different  nations,  Imt  as 
you  are  nn  embodied  people  under  one  sove- 
reign. Neither  does  the  church  of  Rmue  so 
much  oppose  you,  sis  considered  under  the  no- 
tion of  church  of  England,  occasional  con- 
formist, or  Dissenter ; but  as  you  are  part  of 
the  northern  heresy,  as  yon  deny  the  supie- 
macy,  infallibility,  and  assert  the  idolatry  of 
their  church  : They  have  no  more  affection  for 
any  one  of  these  persuasions,  than  for  another, 
and  equally  design  the  ruin  of  us  nil. — But,  my 
Lords,  that  which  I shall  strictly  speak  to,  is  the 
point  of  time  in  which  this  Bill  visits  you ; and, 
in  my  opinion,  it  could  never  have  come  in  a 
more  unseasonable  nnd  more  dangerous  junc- 
ture : I hope  your  lordships  will  not  think  l 
wander  from  the  subject  of  the  debate,  if  I shew 
you  a little  the  present  posture  of  our  affairs,  as 
to  many  arguments,  that  at  least  will,  I hope, 
justify  me  for  giving  my  vote  against  u second 
reading  of  this  bill. — First,  my  Lords,  if  we 
consider  what  a potent,  what  a vigilant  adver- 
sary we  have  to  struggle  with,  the  French  king, 
a prince  whose  designs  are  laid  upon  the  great- 
est maturity  of  deliberation,  carried  on  with 
the  greatest  secrecy,  nnd  executed  with  the 
greatest  dispatch  : There  is  no  unsteadiness  in 
his  councils,  his  troops  are  never  surprised,  his 
designs  are  never  betrayed,  his  attempts  never 
disappointed  by  either  the  emulation,  envy,  or 
private  piques  of  his  great  generals : He  can 
bring  his  armies  sooner  into  the  field,  nnd  keep 
them  longer  there  titan  we  can ; nay,  can  do 
more  w ith  a small  part,  after  we  are  gone  into 
winter-quarters,  than  we  can  with  the  main 
body  of  ours  in  a wliole  campaign,  and  that  too, 
when  they  are  commanded  by  a general  that 
has  retrieved  the  glory  of  the  English  nation. 
Sure,  my  Lords,  all  ltcuds,  ail  hearts,  all  hands, 
are  little  enough  against  such  an  enemy. — In 
the  next  place,  my  Lords,  what  heavy  taxes  lie 
upon  us  here  at  home,  without  any  hope  of 
ease,  and  very  little  expectation  of  advantage  ? 
The  reason  why  men  chearfully  undergo  such 
burthens,  is  because  they  expect  some  public 
advantage  by  them,  or,  at  least,  that  they  may 
enjoy  the  remainder  with  security  : But,  when 
they  have  no  prospect  from  wlmt  is  given,  titid 
are  not  secure  of  enjoying  what  is  left,  it.  will 
coine  very  liard.  We  have,  uiy  Lords,  given 
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great  9ums  the  la9t  year  for  the  army ; hut 
what  great  matter  have  we  done?  For  my  own 
part,  I think  no  man  can  reasonably  expect 
more  from  what  we  are  now  raising  this  year, 
than  to  meet  again  next  winter,  and  give  wore, 
and  so  on. — And  as  to  our  Navy,  what  a vast 
and  fruitless  expence  have  we  been  at  ? I con- 
less  to  your  lordships,  when  I consider  these 
two  heads,  it  puts  iue  in  mind  of  old  Jacob’s 
prophecy  of  his  son  Issachar,  in  the  29th  chap- 
ter of  Genesis ; Issachar  * is  a strong  ass,  couch- 
‘ ing  under  two  burdens,  he  bowed  his  shoulders 
4 to  bear,  and  became  a servant  to  tribute/  I 
believe  this  prophecy  has  been  fulfilled  else- 
where.— Was  there  ever  such  an  expedition 
undertaken  as  that  into  the  Straights,  last  sum- 
mer ? I could  never  yet  meet  with  that  man  who 
could  give  a reasonable  account  of  it:  Sure,  no 
man  will  say  that  it  was  to  carry  on  your  trade; 
that  was  to  put  the  nation  to  a million  expence 
to  carry  out  3 or  400, (XX)/.  and  make  a kind  of 
necessity  of  as  much  more  to  bring  it  home: 
Nor  will  any  man,  I think,  own,  that  so  great  a 
force  was  sent  thither  to  make  the  Italian 
princes  declare  for  the  Emperor,  and  then 
leave  them  to  the  mercy  of  the  French  : It  is 
very  true,  so  vast  a fleet  plainly  shewed  how 
formidable  a power  the  confederates  were  by 
sea;  but  sure,  it  shewed  also  the  weakness  of 
our  conduct,  that  knew  so  little  what  to  do  with 
it. — But  there  is  one  thing,  my  lords,  that  above 
all  amazes  me:  every  body  knows,  that  the 
foundation  of  all  our  expectations  and  desigus 
of  placing  the  house  of  Austria  on  the  throne  of 
Spain,  is  laid  on  the  assistance  we  expected 
from  Portugal ; we  know  too,  by  the  manner 
of  that  prince's  conduct  and  treatment  with  us, 
that  no  prince  is  governed  more  by  interest. 
Why  then  was  not  a greater  part  of  so  vast  a 
fleet  left  there  to  countenance  or  secure  him  ? 
sure,  it  is  unaccountable  that  he  should  have  any 
just  cause  to  apprehend  himself  either  forgotten 
or  neglected.  No  man  knows  wh:it  difficulties 
or  delays  may  force  him  to.— A noble  lord,  with 
a white  staff,  gave  it  as  a reason,  who,  i hough 
he  was  against  the  bringing  in  of  this  bill,  yet, 
•ince  it  had  passed  anoihcr  place,  he  was  for 
it;  because  the  not  passing  of  it  now  , he  feared, 
would  create  a great  disturbance  in  our  affairs; 
which  I take  to  be  a great  reason  against  tliis 
bill ; For  it  is  very  well  known,  the  leading 
part  of  the  nation  are  most  concerned  in  it ; 
and,  if  this  bill  should  pass,  the  sad  effects  of  it 
would  soon  be  found  in  the  Exchequer. — Be- 
sides all  tliis,  my  lords,  what  great  and  irrepa- 
rable losses  have  we  had  ? The  parliament  may 
vote  money,  and  money  may  build  ships  ; hut 
it  is  impossible  to  recover  our  seamen,  nor  is 
there  any  encouragement  to  them,  or  nursery 
for  them.— There  is  one  thing  more,  my  lords, 
which  I will  at  present  but  name ; because, 
upon  some  other  occasion  I intend  to  speak 
more  of  that  point.  It  may  perhaps  seem  too 
big  to  be  named,  but  I shall  never  think  any 
tiling  so,  that  may  prove  dangerous  to  the  crown 
or  government : it  is  the  extraordinary  favour 
one  or  two  persons.  A thing  that  has  been 


very  fatal  to  the  royal  family,  and  what  has  leei 
may  be.  I will  only  in  short  say,  when  all  th 
favour  is  bestowed  upon  one  or  two  person! 
when  all  the  power  by  sea  and  land  iseitlw 
virtually  or  openly  in  one  hand  ; when  all  th 
offices,  like  a set  of  locks,  are  commanded  b 
one  master  key ; I pray  God  it  never  may  a*ai 
prove  fatal  both  lo  crown  and  country. — Giv 
me  leave  only  to  recapitulate  and  say,  whetiH 
your  lordships  consider  the  present  posture  i 
our  affairs,  either  at  home  or  abroad,  by  sea  < 
land,  in  a court  or  camp,  I can  uever  think  lb 
a proper  time  for  such  a bill.” 

These  two  lords  were  supported  by  the  do! 
of  Devonshire,  the  earl  of  Peterborough,  il 
lord  Moliun,  the  lord  Ferrers,  and  the  loi 
Wharton.  The  last  of  these,  to  sl  ew  the  ui 
seaaonableness  of  any  thing  that  might  seem 
lead  to  persecution,  took  notice  of  the  di 
traded  state  of  Scotland,  and  of  the  insolent 
of  the  papists  in  Ireland;  adding,  they  oug; 
rather  to  imitate  the  parliament  of  the  hut 
kingdom,  in  their  zeal  against  popery,  than 
frame  laws  to  increase  their  divisions  here.  Ai 
the  lord  Moliun,  a peer  eminently  conspicuo 
for  his  parts,  and  his  affection  to  the  protests 
succession,  did  not  stick  to  say,  that  if  th 
passed  this  bill,  they  had  as  good  tack  ihepr 
tended  prince  of  Wales  to  it. 

The  Bill  rejected .]  Upon  the  whole  matt* 
the  bill,  after  a second  reading,  was  reject! 
by  a majority  of  12  voices. 

Abstract  iff  the  Occasional  Conformity  Bil i 
As  there  is  some  difference,  especially  in  tJ 
preamble,  between  this  and  the  Bill  of  the  pr 
ceding  year,  it  will  not  be  improper  to  insert  i 
Abstract  of  it  in  this  place  : 

“ Whereas  by  an  net  made  in  the  13th  ye 
of  the  reign  of  king  Charles  2,  entitled,  An  A 
for  the  well-governing  and  regulating  of  Corp 
rations,  it  is,  among  other  things  therein  co 
tained,  enacted,  That  from  and  after  the  24 
day  of  March,  I6ff3,  no  person  or  persa 
should  for  ever  be  placed,  elected,  or  chos 
in  or  to  any  office  or  place  of  mayor,  aWemw 
recorder,  bailiff,  town-clerk,  conmton-comic 
man,  or  any  office  or  offices  of  magistracy, 
place,  trust,  or  other  employment  relating  t 
or  concerning  the  government  of  any  city  ai 
corporation,  within  the  kingdom  of  Englan 
dominion  of  Wales,  or  town  of  Berwick  up< 
Tweed,  who  should  not  within  one  year  ne 
before  such  election  or  choice,  have  taken  tl 
Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  according 
the  rites  of  the  church  of  England  ; and  in  d 
fault  thereof  every  such  placing,  election  at 
choice,  was  thereby  enacted  and  declared  to  I 
void. 

“ And  whereas,  by  another  Act  made  in  d 
25th  year  of  the  reign  of  the  said  king  Chad' 
2,  entitled,  An  Act  for  preventing  dangers  w hie 
may  happen  from  popish  recusants,  it  is  enac 
ed,  among  other  things  therein  contained,  Tin 
all  persons,  who  shonld  be  admitted  into  an 
office,  civil  or  military,  after  the  first  day  < 
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laser  torn,  in  the  year  1678,  should  receive 
be  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  according 
a>  the  usage  of  the  church  of  England,  within 
dm  months  after  their  admittance,  in  some 
fufctic  ctarcb,  upon  some  Lord's  day  ; and  that 
ali  persons,  who  should  neglect  or  refuse  to  take 
tk  Sacrament,  as  aforesaid,  should  be,  ipso 
Jkle,  adjudged  incapable,  and  disabled  in  law 
■ ill  intents  and  purposes  whatsoever,  to  have 
ct  enjoy  the  said  o dices  or  employments.  By 
vises  said  several  acts  it  w as  manifestly  in- 
auied,  that  all  persons  to  be  admilted  into 
ulS  offices  and  employments  should  be, 
■id  always  remain  conformable  to  the  church 
if  England,  as  by  law  established  ; yet  the 
ttid  acti  have  been  most  notoriously  and 
traadiloosly  eluded  by  many  Dissenters  from 
the  church  of  England,  who  nave  received  the 
Sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  Supper,  in  order  unly 
to  have  or  retain  such  offices  and  employments, 
to  evade  the  penalties  of  the  said  laws,  and 
live  afterwards  withdrawn  themselves  from  the 
cwcmuiuon  of  the  church  of  England,  and  re- 
ported  to  conventicles  for  the  exercise  of  re- 
B|iM,  in  other  manner  than  according  to  the 
usqj  and  practice  of  the  church  of  Eugiand. 

M For  the  preventing  thtrefoie  such  a scan- 
pom  and  irreligious  practice  for  the  future) 
to d the  evil  consequences  thereof, 
a Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  if  an y person  or 
fenoas,  after  the  24th  day  of  March,  1704, 
eilicr  peers  nr  commoners,  who  have,  or  shall 
h.t  any  offices,  civil  or  military,  or  shall  have 
r r command  or  place  of  trust,  from  under  her 
toijwtj,  her  heirs  or  successors,  or  from  any  of 
Itr  majesty's  predecessors,  within  the  kingdom 
tf  Eu$land,  &c.  or  in  the  navy,  or  in  the  seve- 
n!  islands  of  Jersey  and  Guernsey,  or  shall  be 
lotted  into  any  service  or  employment  in  the 
Wsehald  or  family  of  her  majesty,  her  heirs  or 
accessors,  or  if  any  mayor,  alderman,  or  other 
person,  bearing  any  office  of  magistracy,  or 
M or  trust,  or  other  employment,  relating 
to.  or  concerning  the  government  of  any  of  the 
rtspettive  cities,  corporations,  &c.  who  by  the 
t*fil  recited  acts,  or  either  of  them,  were,  or  are 
w>!fed  to  receive  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord’s 
according  to  the  rites  or  usage  of  the 
bSsrchnf  England,  shall  at  any  time  after  their 
*hnwwn  into  their  respective  offices  or  etn- 
pjtottts,  or  after  having  such  patent  or  grunt, 
cwaaaod  or  place,  or  trust,  during  their  conti- 
nence m their  offices  or  employments,  know- 
or  wtHingly  resort  to,  or  he  present  af  any 
®o*«ticle  or  meetings,  under  pretence  of  any 
ftemsc  of  religion,  in  other  manner  than  no- 
Gtfdiog  to  the  liturgy  and  practice  of  the  church 
wEitgUnd,  in  any  olace  within  the  kingdom  of 
&c.  at  winch  conventicle  there  shall 
**  lcn  persons  or  more  assembled  together, 
■*  forfeit  50 1.  to  be  recovered  by  him  or  them 
tint  shall  wie  for  the  same,  by  any  action  of 
Wl,  plaint,  or  information,  in  any  of  her 
courts  at  Westminster;  wherein  no 
or  protection,  or  wager  of  law  shall  be 
waved,  or  any  more  tlian  one  imparlance/* 

* And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  per- 


son convicted  in  any  action,  or  upon  any  in- 
formation, in  any  of  her  majesty’s  courts  at 
Westminster,  or  at  the  assizes,  shall  be  disabled 
from  thenceforth  to  hold  such  office  or  employ- 
ment, and  shall  be  adjudged  incapable  to  bear 
any  office  or  employment  whatsoever,  within 
the  kingdom  of  England,  6cc. 

“ Provided  always,  That  if  any  persons,  who 
shall  have  been  convicted,  and  thereby  made 
incapable  to  hold  any  office,  shall,  after  such 
conviction,  conform  to  the  church  of  England 
for  the  space  of  one  year,  without  having  been 
present  at  any  conventicle  or  meeting,  and  re- 
ceive the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  Supper,  ac- 
cording to  the  rites  and  usage  of  the  church  of 
Englaud,  at  least  three  times  in  the  year,  such 
persons  shall  he  capable  of  the  grant  of  any  the 
offices  or  employments  aforesaid. 

u Provided  also,  and  be  it  further  enacted, 
That  every  such  person  so  convicted,  and  af- 
terwards conforming  in  manner  aloresaid,  shall 
at  the  next  term  after  his  admission  into  any 
such  office  or  employment,  make  oath  in  wri- 
ting in  any  of  her  majesty’s  Courts  at  West- 
minster, or  at  the  next  quarter- sessions  for  that 
county  or  place  where  he  shall  reside,  that  he 
has  conformed  to  the  church  of  England  for 
tlie  space  of  one  year,  be  tore  such  his  ad- 
mission, and  that  he  hath  received  the  Sacra- 
ment of  the  Lord’s  Supper  at  least  three  times 
in  the  year,  provided  that  no  person  shall  suf- 
fer any  punishment  for  any  offence  committed 
against  this  act,  unle3s  oath  be  made  of  such 
offence,  before  some  judge  or  justice  of  the 
peace,  within  ten  days  after  the  said  offence 
committed  ; and  unless  the  said  offender  be 
prosecuted  for  the  same  within  three  months 
after  the  said  offence  committed  ; nor  shall  any 
person  be  committed  for  any  such  offence,  un- 
less upon  the  oaths  of  two  credible  witnesses 
at  the  least. 

“ Provided  always,  That  this  act,  nor  any 
thing  therein  contained,  shall  not  extend,  or 
be  judged  to  take  away,  or  make  void  any 
office  of  inheritance ; nevertheless,  so  ns  such 
persons  having  or  enjoying  any  such  office  of 
inheritance  do,  or  shall  substitute  and  appoint 
his  sufficient  deputy,  to  exercise  the  said  office, 
until  such  time  as  such  person  having  such 
office  shall  conform,  as  aforesaid/’ 

List  of  the  J.ords  who  voted  jor  and  against 
the  Bill.]  The  following  is  a List  of  ihe  Lords 
spiritual  and  temporal,  who  voted  for  or  against 
the  Bill : 

FOR  THE  BILL. 

Lord  Treasurer,  earl  of  Godolphin  ; Lord 
President,  carl  of  Pembroke  ; Lord  Privy  Seal, 
duke  of  Buckingham. 

Duket — Of  Leeds,  Bedford,  Marlborough 
Captain  General. 

EarU—  Of  Jersey,  Lord  Chamberlain,  Kent, 
Bridgewater,  Northampton,  Denbigh,  Winchel- 
sea.  Carnarvon,  Thauer,  Scursdale,  A ogle  sea, 
Sussex,  Nottingham,  Secietary  of  State,  Ro- 
chester, Abingdon,  Plymouth. 

Kucoanu — Weymouth,  De  Longueville. 
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Barons — La  Warr,  Chandois,  Pawlet,  By- 
ron,  Osborn,  Dartmouth,  Stawell,  Guilford, 
Ashburnham,  Barnard,  Weston,  Grenville, 
Guernsey. 

Bishops— Of  York,  London,  Winchester, 
Rochester,  Chester,  St.  Asaph. 

Proxies Northumberland,  Schoinberg, 

Lindsey,  Great  Chamberlain,  Exeter,  Sand- 
wich, bishop  of  Durham,  bishop  of  Laudnff, 
bishop  of  Exeter,  Willoughby  of  Brooke, 
Maynard,  Leigh,  Craven,  Lcmpster,  Gower, 
Cpnway, — In  all  fifty  nine. 

AGAINST  THE  BILE. 

Dukes — Of  Devonshire,  Lord  Steward,  So- 
merset, Master  of  the  Horse,  Richmond, 
Southampton,  St.  Alban?,  Bolton,  Newcastle. 

Earls — Of  Derby,  Leicester,  Bolinbroke, 
Manchester,  Rivers,  Peterborough,!  Stamford, 
Suuderland,  Essex,  Feversham,  Radnor,  Berk- 
ley, Portland,  Torriugtou,  Scarborough,  Brad- 
ford, Rumney,  Orford. 

Viscounts — Say  and  Seal,  Townshend. 

Barons — Abergavenny,  Ferrers,  Wharton, 
Paget,  Howard  ofE^crick,  and  Grey  of  Wark, 
Lovelace,  Mohun,  Vaughan,  Culpeper,  Lucas, 
Rockingham,  Berkeley,  Cornwallis,  Oasul- 
stone,  Herbert,  Haversham,  Somers,  llallifax, 

Bishps — Of  Canterbury,  Worcester,  Salis- 
bury, Ely,  Litchfield,  Norwich,  Peterborough, 
Lincoln,  Chichester,  Oxford,  Bangor. 

Proxies — Suffolk,  Carlisle,  Earl  Marshal, 
Dorset,  Burlington,  Montague,  Coventry,  Fitz- 
wnlter,  Eure,  Willoughby  of  Parham,  bishop 
of  Hereford,  bishop  of  Gloucester,  bishop  of 
Bristol.  In  all  seventy  one. 

The  question  being  carried  for  rejecting 
the  Bill,  the  following  peers  entered  their  dis- 
sent ; Godolpbin,  Rochester,  Buckingham, 
La  Warr,  Tiianet,  Northampton,  Marlborough, 
WincheUen,  Nottingham,  Abingdon,  Longune- 
ville,  Weymouth,  Guilford,  Granville,  Guern- 
sey, Weston,  Carnarvon,  Carmarthen,  Stnw- 
eli,  H.  London,  G.  St.  Asaph,  Tho.  Rotten.  N. 
Cestnen. 

Supplies  granted.]  Notwithstanding  these 
differences,  the  Commons  voted  *10,000  men 
to  act  in  conjunction  with  the  Allies,  10,000 
augmentation  troous  for  the  next  year’s  service, 
1704  : and  7,000  boot,  and  1,000  horse  and 
dragoons  for  Portugal ; And  that  1,801,000/. 
be  granted  for  these  forces,  guards  and  garri- 
sons, and  payments  to  the  allies.  Two  days 
after,  they  voted  *10,000  seamen,  including 
5,000  marines,  for  the  sea  service,  1704.  Mr. 
Secretary  Hedges  acquainted  the  house,  the 
30th,  that  her  majesty  had  been  pleased  to 
give  ibis  answer  to  their  address  about  slop- 
ping all  correspondence  with  France,  * That  she 

* thought  the  continuance  of  the  stop  of  all 
‘ postletters, 'trade,  and  all  other  correspon- 

* deuce  with  the  euemies,  so  necessary  for  the 

* public  good,  that  she  would  forthwith  give 

* orders  to  her  minister  at  the  Hague,  to  insist 
‘ upon  it  with  the  States  General,  as  the  Com- 

* mons  desired/  The  same  day  the  bouse  voted 

\ 


an  Address  to  her  majesty,  assuring  her,  they 
would  provide  for  the  making  good  such  allian- 
ces us  her  majesty  had  made,  or  should  nuke, 
with  (lie  duke  of  Savoy. 

Vole  occasioned  by  the  Great  Storm.] 
Several  men  of  war  having  been  lost  in  the 
great  storm*  which  happened  about  this  t’tne, 
they  unanimously  resolved,  “ That  an  Addien 
be  presented  to  her  majesty,  expressing  the 
great  sense  the  house  had  of  the  calamity  fallen 
upon  the  kingdom  by  the  late  violent  storm, 
and  that  they  could  not  see  any  diminution  oi 
her  majesty’s  navy,  without  making  provision 
to  repair  the  same  : Wherefore  they  besougbi 
her  majesty,  that  she  would  immediately  gut 
directions  lor  repairing  this  loss,  and  for  bui'd* 
ing  sucli  capital  ships  as  her  majesty  should 
think  fit ; and  to  assure  her  majesty,  lint  t| 
their  next  meeting  the  House  would  cffectualN 
make  good  that  expence  ; and  would  give  div 
patch  in  raising  the  supplies  already  voted, 
for  making  good  her  majesty's  treaties  with 
the  king  of  Portugal,  and  all  her  mnje‘t\‘l 
other  allies,  and  would  consider  of  effectual 
ways  for  promoting  of  trade,  for  managing  he* 
majesty’s  navy  royul,  and  fur  encouraging  the 
seamen.” 

The  Queen's  Speech  respecting  the  Scott  ok 
Plot.]  Dec.  17.  The  queen  came  to  the  house 
of  peers,  and  having  passed  the  Land  lax  Uni, 
made  the  lollowing  speech  to  both  Houses: 

“ My  lords  and  gentlemen  ; 1 think  it  pro- 
per, upon  this  occasion,  to  ncquaiut  you,  dot 
I have  had  unquestionable  informations  ol  very 
ill  practices  and  designs  carried  on  in  Scotland, f 

“ About  the  cud  of  November  the  weatkr 
grew  very  boisterous,  and  broke  out,  on  the 
27 tli,  iu  the  most  violent  storm,  both  by  sea 
and  land,  that  had  ever  been  known  in  ti* 
memory  of  man.  The  city  of  Loudon  was  so 
shaken  with  it,  that  people  were  generally 
afraid  of  being  buried  in  the  ruins  of  dic*r 
houses,  some  of  which  fell  and  crushed  their 
masters  to  death.  Great  hurt  was  done  in  the 
southern  parts  of  England,  little  happening 
the  north,  where  the  storm  was  not  so  vio- 
lent. The  best  part  of  our  navy  was  the° 
at  sea,  which  filled  all  people  with  great 
apprehensions  of  an  irreparable  loss.  And 
indeed,  if  the  storm  had  not  been  at  lts 
height  at  lull  Hood  and  iu  a spring  tide,  the 
loss  might  have  proved  fatal  to  the  nation,  U 
was  so  considerable,  that  fourteen  or  fifteen 
men  of  war  were  cast  away,  in  which 
seamen  perished.  Few  merchant  men  were 
lost ; such  as  were  driven  to  sea  were  saw ; 
some  few  only  were  overset.  Our  squadron, 
which  was  then  in  the  Maese,  suffered  bat 
little,  and  the  ships  were  soon  refitted, 
ready  to  sail.  The  parliament  being  then  sit- 
ting, the  Commons,  on  this  dismal  occasion* 
presented  an  address  to  the  queen,  &c.”  Tiodd. 

t u The  seasonable  discovery  about  this  Uiu< 
of  the  ill  designs  of  the  Jacobites  and  FrtuC" 
emissaries  iu  Scotland,  justified  the  lord  WM 
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bv«nisv»r>es  from  France  ; wliich  might  hare 
prated  rxoemely  dangerous  to  the  peace  of 
tie*  kingdom?,  as  you  will  see  by  the  pnrticu- 
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lar>,  which  shall  be  laid  Lefoie  you  as  soon  as 
the  several  examinations  relating  to  this  matter 
can  be  fully  perfected,  and  made  public  witb- 


tixi’j  taking  notice,  in  his  speech  against  the 
Occasional  Conformity  Hill,  of  the  distracted 
ststeuf  that  kingdom.  The  court  of  Sr.  Ger- 
in-jt fs  percewing  the  divisions  iu  Scotland,  and 
Itepeit  opposition  made  in  the  parliament 
M ti.it  kingdom,  had  been  encouraged  to  set  till 
thrir  agents  ilit  re  at  work,  in  order  to  engage 
tab  li»e  chit!  of  the  nobility,  and  the  several 
tri**sm  the  Highlands,  to  be  ready  to  appear 
friLem.  Siiuou  Fmxer  of  Beaufort,  lord  Lo- 
i*4  Ltd  gone  through  the  Highlands  the  year 
fcefert, and  from  thence  went  to  France,  where 
it  pretended,  that  he  had  authority  from  the 
Hgaianden  to  undertake  to  bnng  together  a 
kwhrof  12,000  men,  if  they  might  be  assisted 
If  *ae  force,  together  with  o dicers,  arms,  am- 
lwn;:iaot  and  money,  from  France.  A tier  he 
lad  delivered  this  message  to  the  queen  at  St. 
Grannis's, she  recommended  him  to  the  French 
ata.verf,  of  whom  he  hud  some  audiences, 
hr  proposed,  that  5.000  men  should  be  sent 
fiviu  Doukuk,  to  land  near  Dundee,  w ith  arms 
t-<-  10,000  men  ; and  tliat  500  should  be  sent 
pa  Brest,  to  seize  on  fort  William,  which 
Moulded  the  great  pass  ill  the  Highlands, 
ti.  french  hearkened  to  uil  this,  but  would 
**•  venture  much  upon  slight  grounds,  and 
frrefore  sent  him  hack,  with  some  others,  in 
skcwD  they  con  tided  more,  to  see  how  much 
Uv  night  depend  on,  and  what  the  strength 
•*  the  Highlanders  was.  They  were  also  or- 
dered to  try,  whether  any  of  the  great  nobility 
•i tkot  kingdom  would  engage  in  the  design. 
Vlwi  there  came  over,  Frazer  grit  himself  se- 
introduced  to  the  duke  of  Queensberry, 
k linn  he  discovered  all  that  had  been  al- 
transacted  ; anrl  undertook  to  discover 
sit  whole  correspondence  between  St.  Ger- 
and  the  Jacobites,  lie  named  also 
tt»v  of  the  lords,  who  opposed  the  duke  most 
■ putiaaent,  and  said,  that  they  were  already 
Ppljt  engaged.  The  duke  hearkened  veiy 
*tiii8|lyio  all  this,  and  gave  him  a pass  to  go 
the  Highlands  again,  \vhere  he  found 
***  were  still  very  forward,  but  others  were 
**>'*  reserved.  At  bis  return,  he  resolved  to 
p hack  to  France,  aud  promised  to  make  a 
*®r«  inure  discovery.  Hu  put  one  letter  into 
d*  duke  of  Queensberry *s  hands,  from  the 
at  St.  Germain's,  directed  on  the  hack, 
hrthy  another  hand,  to  the  marquis  of  Athol. 
The  letter  was  writ  in  such  general  terms,  that 
c tight  have  been  directed  to  any  of  the  great 
tobibtj;  and  probably  he,  who  was  trusted 
it,  bad  power  given  him  to  direct  it  to 
*®y,  to  whom  fie  fnuud  it  would  be  most  nc- 
tspuhle;  for  there  was  nothing  in  the  letter, 
*as  particular  to  any  one  person  or  fa  in  i - 
3;  ft  only  mentioned  the  promises  and  assur- 
“tt’Sieni  in  lier  by  that  lord.  This  Frazer 
^ been  accused  of  a rape,  committed  on  a 
the  marquis  of  Athols,  for  which  he 
**cvnictcd  and  outlawed  ; so  that  it  might 


be  supposed,  Chat  he,  to  he  revenged  on  the 
marquis,  who  prosecuted  him  for  that  crime, 
might  put  his  name  on  the  back  of  the  letter. 
It  is  certain,  that  the  others,  who  were  more 
trusted  than  Frazer,  and  were  sent  over  with 
him,  avoided  his  company,  so  tlmt  he  was  not 
made  acquainted  with  that  proceeding.  He 
came  up  to  Ixindon  in  winter,  and  had  some 
meetings  with  the  practising  Jacobites  about 
the  town,  to  whom  lie  discovered  his  negotia- 
tion. He  continued  still  to  persuade  the  duke 
of  Qoecnsbury  of  his  fidelity  ro  him.  His 
name  was  not  told  the  queen  ; for,  when  the 
duke  wrote  to  her  an  account  of  the  discovery, 
he  added,  that,  unless  she  commanded  it,  he 
had  promised  not  to  name  the  person,  for  he 
was  to  go  hack  to  St.  Germain's  to  coinpleut 
the  discovery.  The  queer?  did  not  ask  his 
name,  but  bud  more  regard  to  what  lie  said, 
because,  in  the  main,  it  agreed  with  the  intelli- 
gence, that  l.er  ministers  had  from  their  spies 
at  Haris.  The  duke  of  Queensberry  procured 
a pass  for  him  to  go  to  Holland,  but  by  another 
name,  for  lie  opened  no  part  of  this  matter  to 
the  carl  of  Nottingham,  who  gave  the  pa>s. 
The  Jacobites  in  London  suspected  Frazer's 
correspondence  with  the  duke  of  Queensberry, 
and  gave  advertisement  to  the  marquis  of 
Athol,  and  by  this  means  the  whole,  mailer 
broke  out.  About  this  time  sir  John  Maclean, 
a papist,  and  head  of  that  tribe  or  clan  in  the 
Highlands,  and  western  isles  of  Scotland,  came 
over  from  France  in  a little  boat,  and  landed 
secretly  at  Folkstone  in  Kent.  He  brought  his 
lady  with  him,  though  she  bad  been  delivered 
of  a child  but  eleven  days  before.  He  was 
taken,  and  sent  up  to  London  ; and  it  seemed, 
by  all  circumstance?,  that  he  came  over  upon 
some  important  design.  1 le  pretended,  at  first, 
that  he  came  only  to  go  through  England  into 
Scotland,  to  take  the  benefit  of  the  qneen's  gene- 
ral pardon  there.  But,  when  he  was  told,  that 
the  pardon  iu  Scotland  was  not  a good  warrant 
to  come  into  England,  and  that  it  was  high  trea- 
son to  come  from  France  without  a pass,  he  was 
not  willing  to  expose  himself  to  the  severity  of 
the  law,  and  was  prevailed  upon  to  give  arf  ao- 
count  of  all  that  he  knew  concerning  the  nego- 
tiations between  France  aud  Scotland.  Some 
others  were  at  the  same  time  taken  up  upon 
his  in cf  rotation,  and  some  upon  suspicion. 
Amongst  those  there  was  one  Keith,  whose  un- 
cle was  trusted  by  the  court  of  St.  Germain's, 
and  whom  they  had  sent  over  with  Frazer,  to 
bring  them  an  account  of  the  temper  the  Scots 
were  in,  upon  which  they  might  depend.  Keith 
had  been  long  at  that  court ; be  had  free  access 
both  to  that  queen  and  the  pretended  prince  of 
Wales,  and  hoped  they  would  have  made  him 
under  secretary  for  Scotland.  For  some  time  he 
denied,  that  he  knew  any  thing  ; but  afterwards 
he  confessed,  that  he  was  made  acquainted  with 
Frazer's  transactions,  and  hv  undertook  to  deal 
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out  prejudice:  In  the  mean  time,  I make  no 

doubt  but,  by  this  seasonable  discovery,  I shall 
be  able  to  give  such  directions  for  our  security, 
as  will  effectually  prevent  any  ill  consequences 

with  his  uucle,  to  come  and  discover  all  he 
knew,  and  pretended  there  was  no  other  design 
among  them,  but  to  lay  matters  so,  that  the 
prince  of  Wales  should  reign  after  the  queen. 
Ferguson  offered  himself  to  make  great  discove- 
ries ; he  said,  that  Frazer  was  employed  by  the 
duke  of  Queensberry,  to  decoy  some  into  a 
plot,  which  he  had  framed  and  intended  to  dis- 
cover, as  soon  as  he  had  drawn  many  into  the 
guilt.  lie  affirmed,  that  there  was  no  plot 
among  the  Jacobites,  who  were  glad  to  see  one 
of  the  race  of  tiie  Stuarts  upon  the  throue ; 
and  they  desigued,  when  the  state  of  the  war 
might  dispose  the  queen  to  a treaty  with  France, 
to  get  such  terms  given  her,  as  king  Stephen 
and  king  Henry  6,  had,  to  reign  during  her  life. 
When  bishop  Burnet  heard  this,  he  recollected 
what  the  marquis  of  Atliol  had  said  to  him 
soon  after  the  queen's  accession  to  the  crown  ; 
when,  upon  the  bishop's  saying,  That  he  hoped 
none  in  Scotland  thought  of  the  prince  of  Wales; 
the  marquis  answered,  He  knew  of  none  that 
thought  of  him,  as  long  as  the  queen  lived. 
The  bishop  replied,  That,  if  any  thought  of  him 
after  that,  he  was  sure  the  queen  would  live  no 
longer,  than  till  they  thought  their  designs  for 
him  were  well  laid.  But  the  marquis  seemed 
to  have  no  apprehension  of  that.  The  bishop 
immediately  told  the  queen  this,  without  nam- 
ing tiie  person ; and  she  answered  him  very 
quick,  There  was  no  doubt  of  that.  But, 
though  the  bishop  could  not  but  reflect  often 
on  that  discourse,  yet,  since  it  was  said  to  him 
in  confidence,  he  never  spoke  of  it  to  any  one 
person,  during  all  the  enquiry  that  was  now  on 
foot.  Ferguson,  ever  since  he  had  left  the 
place  which  bad  been  given  him  at  the  Revolu- 
tion, had  been  the  boldest  and  most  active 
man  of  the  Jacobite  party.  lie  pretended, 
that  he  was  now  for  High-Church,  but  many 
believed  him  a Papist.  There  was  matter  of 
treason  sworn  both  against  him  and  Keith,  but 
there  was  only  one  witness  to  it.-— At  the  same 
time  Lindsey  was  taken  up,  who  had  been 
under-secretary,  first  to  the  *arl  of  Melfort, 
and  then  to  the  earl  of  Middleton.  He  had 
carried  over  from  France  the  letters  and  orders, 
that  gave  rise  to  the  earl  of  Dundee’s  breaking 
out  the  year  after  the  Revolution ; and  he  had 
been  much  trusted  at  St.  Germain’s.  He  had 
a small  estate  in  Scotland,  and  he  pretended, 
that  he  took  the  benefit  of  the  queen’s  pardon, 
and  had  gone  to  Scotland  to  save  his  estate; 
and,  being  secured  by  this  pardon,  he  thought 
be  might  come  from  Scotland  into  England ; 
but  he  could  pretend  no  colour  for  bis  coming 
to  England-;  and,  therefore,  it  was  not  doubt- 
ed, but  that  he  came  hither  to  manage  their 
correspondence  and  intrigues.  He  pretended, 
that  he  knew  of  no  designs  against  the  queen 
and  her  government ; and  that  the  court  of  St. 
Germain’s,  and  the  earl  of  Middleton  in  parti- 


from  these  pernicious  designs. — Gentlemen 
the  House  of  Commons;  1 am  very  sensible 
your  great  readiness  and  affectiou  for  the  pu 
lie  service,  by  presenting  me  so  early  in  the s* 
•ions  with  a considerable  part  of  your  sappli 
I depend  entirely  upon  your  coutmuinc  w 
tiie  same  zeal  to  dispatch  the  remainder 
them,  that  so  we  may  be  prepared  to  give  I 
speediest  assistance  to  our  allies,  and  to  deli 
the  malicious  designs  of  our  enemies ; ii 
cannot  be  more  industrious  to  contrive  tberi 
of  this  kingdom,  and  of  the  Protesta ntrehgi 
than  I shall  always  be  vigilant  and  care! 
both  for  their  present  preservation,  and  tor  fl 
future  security." 

The  Lords  examine  into  the  Plot,  and . 
dress  the  Queen  thereon .]  Upon  which, 

cular,  had  no  design  against  her.  But,  *1 
he  was  shewed  Frazer’s  commission  to  be  a 
looel,  signed  by  the  pretended  king,  aud  co 
tersigued  Middleton,  he  seemed  amazed  at 
He  did  not  pretend  it  was  a forgery,  but 
said,  that  tilings  of  that  kind  were  never  c< 
municated  to  him. — At  the  same  time  t 
these  were  taken  up,  others  were  seized  on 
coast  of  Sussex.  One  of  these,  Boucher.  < 
a chief  officer  in  the  duke  of  Berwick’s  faro 
who  was  then  going  to  Spain  ; but  it  was  i 
pected,  that  this  was  a biind  to  cover  his  g« 
to  Scotlaud. — During  the  height  of  the  deba 
about  die  bill  agaiost  Occasional  Conform; 
the  earl  of  Scarborough  produced  a letter  tr 
his  brother,  acquainting  him,  that  several  * 
pected  persons,  retainers  to  the  duke  of  B 
wick,  w ere  come  over  and  seized.  Upoo  I 
the  carl  of  Nottingham,  secretary  of  state,  t 
the  House,  * That  this  matter  was  already 

* fore  the  queeu,  and  would,  in  few  days, 

* laid  before  both  Houses.’  Nevertheless, 
majority  of  lords,  either  out  of  zeal  for 
safety  of  the  queen’s  person  and  govemrot 
or  because  diey  did  not  think  it  prudent 
leave  the  inquiry  into  so  important  an  a/fim 
the  hands  oi  a person,  whose  affection  to 
Revolution  Settlement  had  been  question 
resolved  to  appoint  a committee  of  seven 
their  own  members  to  examine  into  it, 
dered,  that  sir  John  Maclean  be  brought 
their  house  the  next  day.  The  Lord  Stewi 
having,  on  that  day,  acquainted  the  house, 
her  majesty’s  command,  4 That  the  exaom 
4 tion  relating  to  sir  John  Maclean,  was  a in 
4 ter  of  that  nicety  and  great  importance,  tl 
4 she  thought  it  would  be  inconvenient  to  u 
4 it  out  of  the  method  of  examination  it  } 
4 now  in,  aud  tliat  her  majesty  would,  11 
4 short  time,  communicate  it  to  the  how 
their  lordships  acquiesced,  and  ordered  i 
lords,  with  the  white  staves,  to  attend  l 
queen,  to  desire  her,  that  sir  John  Made 
might  be  committed  to  such  safe  custody, 
that  no  person  be  permitted  to  speak  to  n 
without  her  leave,  and  that  be  neither  ** 
nor  receive  any  letters  or  papers  from  * 
person,  without  the  like  permission  from  * 
majesty : Which  was  complied  with.” 
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Intis  appointed  a Sal  to  l Committee,  to  take 
txasinatians,  ns  to  the  Plot,  and  presented  the 
toUoamg  Address  to  her  majesty; 

“ We,  your  majesty \ most  dutiful  and  loyal 
s- jctu,  the  Lyi-ls  spiritual  nod  temporal  in 
ferkaratm^a'rfruihkm,  return  our  most  bumble 
ickaoniedguients  u yuur  majesty,  for  your 
fBDans  condescension,  in  promising  to  com- 
e.asieate  to  ua  tiiosc  informations  you  have  re- 
newed of  the  ill  practices  of  your  majesty  s and 
mic  cociutc-  in  5 cut.  and ; luid  we  d oubt  not  hut 
the  zeal  tins  House  ha?,  .shewed,  lor  having  the 
persons  secured,  and  tl*eir  designs  hi  ought  to 
light,  has  been  very  acceptable  to  your  mu* 
jnty  : We  rely  upon  your  majesty,  that  you 
Mil  give  such  directions  as  may  etVectuuily  pre- 
•rat  all  pernicious  designs.  And  we  trust  in 
■ God  Almighty's  goodness,  that  that  watchful 
prrmdeace,  which  has  discovered  the  wicked 
rhu  so  seasonably,  will  likewise  prosper  all 
your  majesty’s  counsels  and  good  intentions. 
We  reckon  all  our  concerns,  hut  chiefly  the 
frestest  of  all,  the  Proustant  religion,  to  be 
my  safe  under  your  majesty's  Lender  care  and 
vt*  admmistruj.it >n ; and  we  will,  by  our  nt- 
ffostzeaJ, maintain  the  rights  of  the  crown  and 
| tLe  church  of  England,  in  all  such  ways  as  may 
best  answer  your  majesty’s  pious  designs,  and 
may  most  promote  the  good  and  happiness  of 
i*l  your  subjects.  We  desire  not  to  let  our 
! tSoogbts  go  beyond  your  majesty’s  person,  to 
ttutsre  security,  but  us  it  is  m ce&sary  for  your 
^Majesty's  preservation,  as  well  as  for  settling 
the  minds  of  all  your  good  subjects ; who  look 
eu  the  Protestant  succession  as  your  majesty’s 
best  security,  as  well  as  their  own.” 

TV  Queen's  Answer.]  To  this  her  majesty 
aswered : 

" My  Lords ; I am  very  glad  to  find  that  the 
eraiaamcation  I made  to  this  parliament  has 
leva  so  acceptable  to  you  — l make  no  doulit  of 
the  teal  wf  the  House  of  Lords;  nor  shall  my 
*wifWT  be  wasting,  to  secure  my  people  from 
to  promote  their  good  and  happiness, 
to  establish  the  church  of  England  and  the  Pro- 
testsnt  secession  to  all  posterity.” 

TV  Contmons*  Address  thereon.']  The  Ad- 
dons of  the  Commons  was  as  follows : 
u Mo^t  gracious  Sovereign ; We  yoor  majesty's 
®ast  dm iftd  and  loyal  subjects,  the  C'oiumons, 
1,1  payment  assembled,  do  return  your  ma- 
W our  mo*  humble  and  hearty  thanks,  for 
gtor  Most  gracious  speech  from  the  throne. — 
"*  tit  truly  sensible  of  your  majesty’s  great 
ftodaew,  and  of  the  confidence  you  repose  in 
*h  by  cummuntratiog  the  discovery  of  the  ill 
ftotricw  and  designs  that  hove  been  carried 
® Scotland,  hy  euii-Wiirics  from  France  ; 
toltofeb}  we  have  wo  opportunity  to  repeat  our 
totoaimooj  resolntioits  to  stand  by,  and  support 
yw  majesty, and  the  succession  in  the  Protastant 
****  u Iwatud  by  law,  against  all  pretenders, 
tod  ail  your  majesty’s  enemies  whatsoever. 

want  words  to  express  to  your  majesty, 
'*thto«at4on  we  have  any  conspiracies  and  at- 
▼ol.  ?t. 


■ tempts,  to  disturb  the  peace  and  prosperity  of 
your  hoppy  government ; under  which,  we  must 
thiuk  our  security  sufficiently  provided  for, 
since  your  majesty  has  been  pleased  to  give 
such  directions,  as  may  prevent  all  ill-conse- 
quences from  them. — It  is  a great  satisfaction  to 
us,  Lu  find  thin  the  supplies  vve  have  already 
given,  are  so  acceptable  to  your  majesty  : We 
e.hail  go  on  with  the  same  readiness  and  zeal  to 


dispatch  the  remainder  of  them,  that  we  may 
enable  your  majesty  to  give  the  speedier  assist- 
ance to  your  allies,  and  to  defeat  the  malicious 
designs  of  your  eiietnics. — Your  faithful  Com* 
noons  can  never  have  the  least  distrust  of  vour 
majesty’s  vigilance  and  care,  for  the  preser- 
vation of  the  Protestant  interest  in  general,  of 
the  monarchy,  and  the  chinch  of  England,  as 
by  law  established:  And  we  humbly  beg  leave 
to  assure  your  majesty,  that  we  will  never  be 
di-couiaged,  hut  will  continue  incessant  in  our 
endeavours,  by  nil  proper  methods,  to  transmit 
them  securely  settled  to  posterity.” 


The  Queen's  Answer.]  'Her  majesty  gave  this 
answer ; 

u Gentlemen;  I an-  very  well  pleased  with 
your  assurances  of  dispatching  the  supplies, 
and  with  the  other  parts  of  this  address,  in 
which  you  express  so  much  duty  and  readiness 
to  support,  and  to  trust  me. — You  may  depend 
upon  my  willingness  to  join  my  endeavours  with 
you,  in  securing  to  posterity  the  Protestant  suc- 
cession, in  the  mouarchy,  and  the  church  of 
England,  ns  it  is  established  by  law.” 


Dispute  between  the  two  Houses  concerning 
the  Scottish  Plot.]  Dec.  20.  AJr.  St  John  re- 
ported, that  the  members  appointed  to  search 
the  Lords*  Journals,  ns  to  their  proceedings  in 
relation  to  the  Examination  of  any  persons, 
who  are  discovered  to  have  a Design  against 
her  majesty’s  government,  had  searched  the 
Lords’  Journals  accordingly  : and  he  rend  in 
his  place  wlmt  they  bad  found  therein,  and  de- 
livered the  some  m at  the  table  ; where  the 
same  was  again  rend. 

A motion  being  made,  and  the  question 
being  proposed,  That  an  humble  Address  l*e 
presented  to  her  majesty,  setting  forth  the  great 
concern  this  House  hath  for  lie r majesty’s  royal 
prerogative,  and  the  resolution  of  this  House  In 
support  the  same ; and  that  no  persons  accused 
for  climes, who  are  her  majesty’s  prisoners,  ought 
to  be  taken  out  of  the  custody  of  die  crown, 
without  her  majesty's  leave*,  and  a debate 
arising  in  the  house  thereupon  : 

And  amotion  being  made,  and  the  question 
being  put,  that  the  debate  be  adjourned  ? it 
passed  in  the  negative. 

Then  the  main  question  being  put ; Re- 
solved, “ That  an  humble  Address  be  pre- 
sented to  her  majesty,  setting  forth  the  greut 
concern  this  house  hath  for  her  majesty’s  royal 
prerogative,  and  the  Resolution  of  diis  House 
to  support  the  same;  and  that  no  persons  ac- 
cused for  crimes,  who  are  her  majesty’s  priso- 
ners, ought  to  be  taken  out  of  the  custody  of 
die  crown,  without  her  moiestv’s  leave. w 
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The  Second  Address  of  the  Commons.']  D*c. 
23.  Mr.  Sr.  John  reported,  from  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  it  was  referred  to  draw  up  an 
Address  upon  the  Resolutions  of  yesterday, 
that  they  had  drawn  up  an  Address  accordingly, 
which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the 
house;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  after- 
wards delivered  m at  the  table,  where  the 
same  was  read,  and  agreed  unto  by  the  House, 
as  follows  ; 

“ Most  gracious  sovereign  ; 

*'  We  your  majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  Commous  of  England,  in  parlia- 
ment assembled,  beg  leave  humbly  to  lay 
before  your  majesty  the  great  and  just  concern 
we  are  under,  to  see  any  violation  of  your 
r»Hnl  prerogative. — Your  faithful  Commons  be- 
lieve the  administration  of  the  government  best 
secured,  when  it  is  left  to  your  majesty,  with 
whom  the  law  has  entrusted  it;  and  have  so 
firm  a dependence  upon  your  majesty’s  affec- 
tum to  your  people,  and  vour  great  wisdom, 
that  they  can  never  apprehend  s > little  danger 
from  any  conspiracy,  as  when  the  examination 
thereof  is  under  your  majesty’s  directions. — 
We  are  therefore  surprized  to  find,  that  when 
several  persons,  suspected  of  treasonable  prac- 
tices against  your  majesty,  were  taken  into  cus- 
tody by  your  messengers,  in  order  to  be  exa- 
mined ; the  Lords,  in  violation  of  the  known 
laws  of  the  laud,  have  wrested  them  out  of  your 
majesty’s  hands,  and  without  your  majesty’s 
leave  or  knowledge,  in  a most  extraordinary 
manner,  taken  the  examination  of  them  solely 
to  themselves  ; whereby  a due  enquiry  into  the 
evil  practices  and  designs  against  your  majesty's 
person  and  government,  may  in  a great  mea- 
sure be  obstructs*  l. — Your  loyal  Commons  do 
therefore  most  earnestly  desire  your  majesty, 
to  Miller  no  diminution  of  that  prerogative, 
which,  during  your  majesty’s  reign,  they  are 
confident  will  always  be  exerted  for  the  good 
of  your  people. — And  we  homhly  beg  leave  to 
fissure  your  majesty,  that  as  we  are  resolved, 
by  timely  and  effectual  supplies,  to  enable  your 
majesty  to  carry  on  ti  e war,  which  you  have 
so  gloriously  begun  ; so  wo  will,  to  the  utmost 
ol  our  power,  support  your  majesty  in  the 
exercise  of  your  just  prerogative  at  home,  and 
the  asserting  of  it  against  all  invasions  whatso- 
ever.” 

The  Queen's  Answer.]  January  3,  1704.  To 
this  Address  the  queen  answered: 

u Gentlemen  ; I have  had  the  satisfaction  to 
find,  that  the  matter  which  may  have  occa- 
sioned this  address,  is  now  at  an  end. — I re- 
turn you  many  thanks  for  the  concern  you  ex- 
press for  my  prerogative ; and  for  your  re- 
p<  ated  assurances  of  making  the  supplies  effec- 
tu  d,  which  will  be  greatly  for  the  honour  and 
advantage  of  the  kingdom.— I shall  he  careful 
not  to  give  way  to  any  invasion  of  the  prero- 
gative of  the  crown,  or  of  the  rights  and  liber- 
ties of  the  people.” 

The  lords  declare  their  Right  to  examine 


Persons,  and  order  them  into  Custody,  and  that 
the  Addrtss  of  the  Commons  is  unpurlumc* 
tury , 4$rr.]  Jan.  14.  The  Lords  came  to  tht 
following  Resolutions  : 

“1.  It  is  resolved  and  declared,  by  th 
Lords  spiritual  and  tempura)  in  parliaments 
sum  bled,  that,  by  the  known  Hws  and  custon 
ot  parliament,  tins  House  hath  an  undoubta 
right  to  order  person-,  so  to  be  examined,  0 
be  taken  into  the  custody  of  her  majesty 
sworn  officers  attending  this  house,  durm| 
such  examination  ; or  to  commit  them  to  an; 
other  sale  custody  that  they  shall  think  proper 
and  to  restrain  others,  it  they  see  cause,  tun 
having  access  to,  or  communication  with  them 

“ 2.  It  is  resolved  and  declared,  by  th 
Loids  spintunl  and  temporal  in  parhameut  34 
sernhlcd,  that  the  Address  of  the  House  of  Com 
mons,  presented1  to  her  majesty  the  ?3rdof  \H 
I ci  mber  last,  is  unparliamentary,  groundiey 
and  without  precedent,  and  highly  injurious! 
the  House  of  Leers,  tending  to  interrupt  a gw 
correspondence  between  the  two  houses,  an 
to  create  un  ill  opinion  in  her  majesty  of  tfaj 
House,  and  of  dangerous  consequence  to  til 
liberties  of  the  people,  the  privilege  of  parhi 
mem,  and  constitution  of  this  kingdom.” 

Representation  ,f  the  Lords  to  the  Qua s 
concerning  the  Address  if  the  Commons  co« 
plaining  oj  the.  Lords  examining  Conspired 
i$c.]  Jan.  17.  Upon  the  last  Address  of  dj 
Commons,  the  Lords  drew  up  the  follow iq 
Representation  :* 

*'  May  it  please  your  most  excellent  nn 

* “ The  Address  of  the  Commons  agairu 
the  Lords  was  a proceeding  without  a prtce 
dent  : the  parliamentary  method  was,  *he 
one  House  was  offended  with  any  thing  done  1 
the  other,  conferences  were  demanded,  a 
which  matters  were  freely  debated.  But  c 
begin  an  appeal  to  the  throne  was  new,  m 
might  be  managed  by  an  ill-designing  prince 
so  ns  to  end  in  the  subversion  of  the  whol 
constitution.  And  it  was  an  amazing  thioi 
to  see  an  House  ol  Commons  affirm,  in  soputli 
a manner,  and  so  positively,  that  the  Lurd 
taking  criminals  into  their  own  custody,  i 
order  to  an  examination,  was  without  warran 
or  precedent,  when  there  was  so  many  instance 
fresh  in  every  man’s  memory,  especially  sine 
the  time  of  the  Popish  plot,  of  precedents  >1 
both  Houses,  tliatwent  much  farther,  of  wbici 
a full  search  had  been  made,  and  a long  list  <3 
them  read  in  the  house  of  Lords.  That  d« 
not  n little  confound  those  among  them,  wb 
were  believed  to  be  in  a secret  correspond  tic 
with  the  House  of  Commons ; they  were  force 
to  confess,  that  they  saw  the  Lords  had  dee 
precedents  to  justify  them  in  what  they  hai 
done,  of  which  they  were  in  great  doubt  before 
It  seemed  surprizing  to  many,  that  the  Coo 
mons,  w'hose  proper  province  it  is  to  take  cart 
of  the  liberties  of  tire  subject,  should  now 
appear  such  zealous  assertors  of  the  royal  pre- 
rogative, m opposition  to  the  house  of  Lord 
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jrstj;  We  your  majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal  in 
parliament  assembled,  find  ourselves  under  an 
unhappy  necessity  of  making  this  eur  humble 
application  to  the  throne,  upon  occasion  of  an 
Address  presented  to  your  majesty,  by  the 
House  of  Commons,  the  23d  day  of  December 
bit,  and  since  that  time  published  to  the 
whole  nation  in  print ; by  which  the  House  of 
Lords  is  charged  with  the  violation  of  your 
royJ  prerogative,  and  of  the  known  laws  of  the 
bod;  with  wresting  persons  suspected  of  trea- 
sonable practices,  and  taken  into  custody  by 
aessteigers,  out  of  your  majesty's  bauds  without 
your  leave  or  knowledge,  and  in  a most  extra- 
ordinary manner  taking  the  examination  of 
teem  solely  to  themselves;  whereby  a due 
enqurv  into  the  evil  practices  and  designs 
igaiGit  your  majesty's  person  and  government, 
aught  in  great  measure  be  obstructed.  And 
**>  conclude  tbeir  Address,  by  most  earnestly 
desiring  your  majesty  to  sutler  no  diminution 
6t  your  prerogative,  and  promise  to  support 
Toe  ia  the  ar-erting  it  against  all  invasions 
frhstjoc  vei.  It  is  not  possible  ferus  to  remain 
stat  under  this  heavy  charge,  so  unjustly, 
sad,  without  the  least  ground  or  colour,  en- 
deavoured to  be  fixed  upon  the  whole  body  of 
be  peers;  which  tending  directly  to  create  an 
p opinion  of  us  in  your  majesty,  puts  us  under 
ps  inevitable  necessity,  of  vindicating  both  the 
fcpdity  and  dutiful  manner  of  our  proceeding. 
“The  expressions  in  the  Address  of  the 

into  are  the  natural  defenders  of  it.  But  this 
vis  entirely  owing  to  a party-pique;  the 
Twies,  or  liigh-Church-party,  who  were  the 
ftna^cstin  the  House  of  Commons,  laying  hold 
©fill  opportunities,  both  to  ingratiate  rhern- 
•eirps  with  the  queen,  and  to  oppose  the  Whigs, 
who  had  the  majority  in  the  House  of  Lords. 
Befits,  the  Tories  received  no  small  encou- 
ogrjient  from  some  persons  in  high  stations, 
wbo  were  ready  enough  to  countenance  those 
vbo  endeavoured  to  6tifie  the  Scots  compi- 
ler, whi-h  made  the  Whig  Lords  the  more 
eager  to  examine  into  it. — The  House  of  Lords 
b£Wy  resented  the  reflection  cast  upon  them 
by  the  Commons  in  this  Address ; and  therefore, 
to  vindicate  their  honour,  aud  assert  their  pri- 
ces, they  declared,  “ That,  by  the  known 
and  customs  of  parliaments,  they  had  an 
wxfcubted  right,  whenever  they  conceive  it  to 
k for  the  safety  of  her  majesty  und  the  king- 
dom, to  take  examinations  of  persons  charged 
ski  criminal  matters,  whether  they  be  in  ens- 
or  net ; and  to  order,  that  persons  to  he 
examined  be  taken  into  custody  of  her  ma- 
jesty's sworn  officer  attending  their  house.” 
And  four  days  after,  they  resolved,  “ That  the 
Address  of  the  Commons  is  unparliamentary, 
trotradles?,  without  precedent,  and  highly  in- 
jwiciQs  to  the  House  of  Peers,  tending  to  inter- 
*®pt  the  good  correspondence  between  the  two 
and  create  an  ill  opinion  in  her  majesty 
d tie  House  of  Peers,  and  of  dangerous  conse- 
*®ce  to  the  liberties  of  the  people,  the  con- 


House  of  Commons  are  so  very  harsh  and  inde- 
cent, that  we  may  truly  ntfirrn  the  like  were 
never  used  of  the  House  of  Peers,  in  any  age, 
not  even  by,  that  assembly,  which,  under  the 
name  of  the  House  of  Commons,  took  upon 
them  not  only  to  abolish  the  House  of  Lords, 
but  to  destroy  the  monarchy.  We  shall  care- 
fully avoid  making  returns  of  that  kind:  wo 
consider  too  much  what  we  owe  to  ourselves; 
and  we  know  too  well  the  profound  respect 
due  to  your  royal  person,  to  let  any  provo- 
cation transport  us  so,  as  to  use  words  unfit 
to  be  offered  by  us  to  our  sovereign. 

“ The  matter  of  this  Address  is  no  less  in- 
jurious to  us  tbau  the  terms.  There  was  not 
the  least  occasion  for  a just  objection  to  any 
part  of  our  conduct  in  that  business  to  which 
the  Address  relates;  the  proceeding  was  strictly 
justifiable  by  the  know  n laws  and  customs  of 
parliament,  it  was  curried  on  with  the  utmost 
respect  to  your  majesty,  and  with  true  zeal 
for  the  safety  of  your  person  and  government ; 
all  that  was  done  was  agreed  to  by  the  con- 
current opinion  of  the  House,  without  the  least 
objection  from  any  of  our  members,  w ho  have 
the  honour  of  serving  your  majesty  in  your 
great  offices  and  employments. 

u We  humbly  represent  to  your  majesty, 
that,  by  the  known  laws  and  custom  of  par- 
liaments, the  Houseof  Peers  has  an  undoubted 
right,  in  cases  where  they  conceive  it  to  be  for 
the  good  and  safety  of  your  majesty  and  the 
kingdom,  to  take  examinations  of  persons 

sliiution  of  the  kingdom,  and  privileges  of  par- 
liament.'' This  done,  they  presented,  the  next 
day,  a Representation  to  the  queen,  in  which 
they  complained  of  the  ill  usage  they  had  n et 
with  from  the  House  of  Commons  : they  used, 
none  of  those  hard  words,  that  were  in  the 
Add i c»s  made  against  tin  ul  by  the  House  of 
Commons,  yet  they  justified  every  step  they 
had  taken,  as  founded  on  the  law  aiaj  prac- 
tice of  parliament,  and  no  way  contrary  to  the 
duly  and  respect  they  owed  to  the  queen.  T he 
behaviour  of  the  Commons  was  such,  on  this 
occasion,  as  if  they  had  no  mind  that  plots 
should  be  narrowly  looked  into.  No  house  of 
parliament,  and  indeed  no  court  of  judicature, 
did  examine  any  person,’ without  taking  him 
into  their  own  custody  during  such  examina- 
tion ; and,  if  a person's  being  in  custody  must, 
restrain  an  house  of  parliament  from  examin- 
ing him,  here  was  n maxim  laid  down,  by 
which  bad  ministers  might  cover  themselves 
frum  an  enquiry  into  their  ill  practices,  only  by 
taking  the  persons,  who  could  make  disco- 
veries, into  custody.  The  Lords  also  set  forth 
the  ill  consequences  that  might  follow  upon 
one  house  of  parliament  carrying  their  com- 
plaints of  another  to  the  throne,  w ithout  taking 
first  the  proper  me tliod  of  conferences.  This 
representation  was  drawn  with  the  utmost 
force,  ns  well  as  beauty  and  decency  of  stile, 
and  was  reckoned  oue  of  the  best  pieces  of  its 
kind,  that  were  in  all  the  record*  of  parlia- 
ment.” Tindal. 
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charged  with  criminal  matter*,  whether  such 
persons  be  then  in  custody  or  not,  and  niso  to 
order  the  person*  so  to  be  examined,  to  l>e 
taken  into  custody  of  your  majesty's  sworn 
officers  aiteudiug  the  House,  during  such  exami- 
nation, or  to  commit  them  to  any  other  safe 
custody  that  they  shall  think  proper;  and  to 
restrain  others,  if  they  see  cause,  from  having 
access  to,  or  communication  with  them  : the 
Haute  of  Lords  has  exercised  thisricht  from  lime 
to  time,  us  occasions  have  required',  without 
objection.  Our  records  are  filled  with  prece- 
dents which  warrant  oqr  claim  in  every  part  of 
it,  and  w e presume  to  nftirm  to  your  majesty, 
that  the  drawing  this  right  into  question  at 
any  time,  cannot  but  he  of  dangerous  conse- 
quence to  the  liberties  and  safety  of  the  people, 
and  to  the  constitution  of  the  government,  ns 
tending  to  avoid,  or  render  in  great  measure 
ineffectual  the  enquiries  of  parliaments,  which 
are  so  absolutely  necessary,  especially  where 
many  and  great  pet  sons  are  engaged  in  dan- 
gerous (feigns  against  the  government;  or 
where  ill  ministers  abuse  their  favour  towards 
the  oppressing  or  enslaving  of  the  people. 
Your  majesty's  wisdom  and  goodness  make  us 
secure  at  present  against  all  influences  of  that  ■ 
kind,  and  we  unanimously  and  heartily  pray 
we  may  long  enjoy  the  blessing  of  your  reign. 
But  it  it  happens  in  future  times,  that  ill  men 
should  gain  too  great  a degree  of  favour  with 
our  princes ; how  easy  will  it  be  for  them  to 
stifle  or  defeat  all  parliamentary  enquiries  into 
their  crimes  ; for  if  the  being  in  prison,  or  in 
the  hands  of  a me;sergcr,  w ill  protect  men 
from  being  examined  in  the  House  of  Lords,  or 
from  being  put  into  the  custody  of  the  proper 
officers  of  the  House  during  the  examination,  and 
debarred  from  conversing  with  others;  it  will 
certainly  be  always  in  the  power  of  favourites 
to  cause  those  who  can  he  witnesses  against 
them,  as  well  as  the  accomplices  of  their 
design  •,  to  be  taken  into  custody.  And  if 
persons  in  custody  are  out  of  the  reach  of  the 
House  of  Lords,  who  are  the  hereditary  coun- 
selors of  the  crown,  and  in  whom  a judicial 
power  is  lodged  by  the  constitution,  it  is  not 
to  he  imagined  that  the  Commons  can  pretend 
to  a greater  power  of  examining,  committing, 
or  restraining  them. 

“No  House  of  Commons  till  now*  has  given 
countenance  to  this  dangerous  opinion,  which 
does  »o  directly  tend  to  the  rendering  ill  mi- 
nisters safe  from  the  examination  of  parliaments, 
and  we  are  persuaded  no  House  of  Commons 
hereafter  will  astert  such  a notion,  because 
they  are  not  wont  easily  to  part  with  a power 
they  hare  assumed  ; and  it  is  certain,  that 
they  have  several  times  taken  upon  them  to 
exercise  on  authority  like  that  which  they 
hove  so  severely  reflected  on  in  their  Address. 

“ This  consideration  gave  us  the  greater  • 
astonishment,  to  find  our  proceeding  repre- 
sented in  the  strange  terms  of  wresting  pri- 
soners out  of  your  majesty’s  hands,  and  taking 
the  examination  of  them  solely  to  ourselves. 
We  believe  the  ordering  persons  to  be  exami- 


ned in  that  high  court,  where  your  majestjr 
is  always  present  iu  consideration  of  law,  anci 
in  i hat  great  council  where  you  n»ny  be  present 
in  yoor  royal  person,  as  often  a»  you  please,  will 
never  be  thought  an  exclusion  of  your  mss— 
jesiy  from  the  examinations,  if  that  was  m- 
( ended  to  be  insinuated  by  saying,  we  ka<J 
taken  (he  examinations  solely  to  ourselves. 
Having  thus  laid  before  your  majesty  what  it 
is  we  claim,  and  must  insist  ou,  as  the  indis- 
putable right  of  the  House  of  Peers,  which  was 
never  thought,  in  the  time  of  your  royal  mn- 
test  or*,  to  he  prejudicial  to  the  just  prero- 
gatives of  the  crown,  and  which  is  mamfestiy 
necessary  for  the  securing  the  liberties  of  yon r 
people,  whereof  we  are  assured  your  xnajesry 
w‘ilt  have  nn  equal  care,  we  humbly  beg  leave 
to  lay  before  you  a short  state  of  the  particular 
matter  of  fact  relating  to  these  prisoners  j 
not  doubting,  hut  when  the  whole  proceeding 
i*  known  to  your  majesty,  it  will  be  appromot 
riot  only  as  lawful,  but  every  way  respectful  co 
yoor  majesty. 

, “On  Tuesday  the  14th  of  December,  the 
Howe  of  Lords  was  informed,  that  several 
persons  had  been  seized  by  the  custom  bouse 
i officers  on  the  coast  of  Sussex  as  they  came 
from  France;  and  that  amongst  them  there- 
was  one  Bencher,  who  was  capable  of  making 
considerable  discoveries,  having  been  in  arm* 
in  the  French  service  for  many  years,  and 
gentleman  of  the  horse,  and  aid  de  camp  to 
the  late  duke  of  Berwick,  who  stands  attainted 
of  high  treason;  and  who  had  been  secretly  nr 
Kuglnnd  several  turns  before ; that  it  was 
probable,  if  he  was  strictly  examined,  he  might 
be  brought  to  confess,  since  lie  saw  his  life  ii» 
apparent  danger ; but  that  he  w?s  a bold  ma* 
and  likely  to  attempt  an  escape  on  that  very 
account,  if  he  was  not  carefully  looked  after, 
and  the  House  was  also  told,  that  there  vras  a 
general  remissness  both  in  the  taking,  searching 
and  looking  to  such  prisoners,  which  dkf 
afterwards  appear  very  evidently  ia  the  exa- 
minations that  were  taken.  Upon  this  infor- 
mation the  earl  of  Nottingham,  your  majesty's 
principal  secretary  of  state,  acquainted  the 
house  that  he  had  not  heard  of  Boucher's  name 
particularly,  but  had  sent  messengers  to  bring 
one  Ogilby,  and  the  other  prisoners  who  had 
been  apprehended  by  the  custom  house  officers 
to  town  ; and  that  he  believed  the  messengers 
would  do  their  duty,  but  he  would  not  be 
answerable  for  them. 

“ After  this  account  of  the  prisoners,  and  of 
what  had  been  done  in  order  to  secure  them, 
the  House  thought  themselves  obliged  in  duty 
to  your  majesty,  and  for  the  public  safety,  at  a 
time  when  the  kingdom  is  engaged  in  an  open 
war  with  France,  and  that  there  are  too  just 
grounds  to  apprehend  the  dangerous  prac- 
tices of  French  emissaries,  to  make  an  humble 
Address  to  your  majesty,  that  particular  care 
might  be  taken  for  securing  the  person  of 
Boucher,  and  of  those  who  were  taken  with 
him,  and  that  none  might  be  suffered  to  speak 
with  them  till  they  were  examined. 
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“ The  next  day  ywr  majesty’s  gracious 
Answer  to  this  Adfliyss  was  reported  to  the 
liiit  cane  had  been  taken  to  secure  the 
or  fencers,  tad  that  your  majesty  would  give 
wders  that  nobody  should  speak  with  them  till 
bey  were  examined.  Thereupon  the  Lords 
mter^d  mto  a farther  consideration  of  the 
[•ponance  of  this  matter,  and,  conceiving 
rwiwtig  to  b®  mere  likely  to  bring  prisoners, 
■to  ha-i  forfeited  tlieir  lives,  to  a full  disco- 
of'  the  truth,  than  to  find  themselves 
ti4«rr  the  etPpiry  of  a parliament,  they  thought 
> WfiKStd  be  ot  public  service,  for  them  to  take 
■vami  nations  »>f  these  persons  ; and  accor- 
an  order  was  made  that  no  persons 
ibooid  speak  with  the  prisoners,  till  they  had 
ippeTirrd  at  the  har  of  the  I louse. 

44  0*1  tire  16th  day,  the  earl  of  Nottingham 
-( jvrwmgthc  House  ofLonls,  that  the  prisoners 
rere  brought  to  town  ; the  usher  of  the  hlnck 
ordered  to  take  than  into  his  custody, 
a order  to  their  examination,  and  to  keep 
ibetn  separate,  and  m close  custody,  (as  your 
■wjesrv  bed  before  directed)  and  it  being 
ifowsebt  most  proper,  from  the  nature  of  the 
tog,  that  the  examination  should  he  by  a 
apSMMtret?  of  |x>rds,  rather  than  by  the  whole 
Hoov%  ir  was  resolved  accordingly. 

41  We  be-g  leave  to  mention  to  your  majesty 
i tea/ter  of  fact  which  satisfied  tfie  Lords,  thar 
tor  resolution  to  take  the  examinations  of 
Itodier,  and  the  persons  apprehended  with 
ijmt  was  neither  unknown  not  disagreeable  to 
majesty  : on  the  same  dSly  when  that 
••s ordered,  being  the  15th  of  December,  the 
lords  resolved  to  examine  sir  John  Maclean, 
krrry  dange rows  person,  as  was  represented  to 
Or  House,  w ho  then  stood  committed  in  the 
hands  of  a messenger  ; and  for  that  purpose 
wfcred  him  to  be  brought  to  the  House  the 
•fit  day,  having,  as  they  then  thought,  very 
grounds  to  believe  it  might  Drove  of 
gf**t  service  to  your  majesty.  Sir  John 
Madeira  was  brought  to  the  House  according 
&»  the  order,  but  your  majesty  being  pleased 
© far  to  take  notice  of  this  order,  as  to  signify 
t*  the  House  by  the  lord  steward,  that  sir 
John  Maclean  had  been  in  part  examined 
ahead?,  and  that  your  majesty  thought  it  not 
proper  to  have  that  business  taken  out  of  the 
*•?  of  examination  it  was  then  in,  but  that 
mar  majesty  would  in  a short  time  commu- 
RKfite  it  to  the  House;  the  Lords  imroe- 
fcdy  acquiesced  in  your  majesty’s  opinion, 
■ad  sent  back  sir  John  Maclean  to  the  place 
frnw  whence  he  was  brought.  It  was  with 
to  disposition  of  mind  the  Lords  acted  in  the 
•hole  matter ; and  if  your  majesty,  who  no 
doubt  bad  the  same  not;ce  of  both  orders,  had 
thought  any  other  method  of  the  examination 
*f  Boucher,  and  the  persons  taken  with  him, 
wore  proper  than  of  tlie  Lords  ; they  had  rea- 
lm to  conclude  your  majesty  would  have  inti- 
®*t*d  it  at  the  same  time,  and  most  certainly, 
the  House  would  hare  had  a Jike  deference  for 
tot  ro\al  judgment  in  that  instance  also. 

K Toe  Lords  committees  appointed  to  exa- 


mine the  prisoners,  proceeded  with  all  possible 
dispatch,  and  made  their  report  to  the  blouse  on 
the  21st  of  December.  Upon  consideration  of 
the  report,  the  House  found  it  requisite  to 
commit  Boucher  to  the  prison  of  Newgate 
for  high- treason,  and  the  Lords  commit  fees 
having  submitted  to  the  judgme  nt  of  the  House, 
whether  several  parts  of  the  examinations  re- 
ferred to  in  their  re$  ort,  should  be  laid  open 
to  the  House,  or  put  into  any  oilier  way  oft 
being  farther  enquired  into,  nr  prosecuted  ; 
the  House,  out  of  a full  assurance  they  had, 
that  when  the  matter  of  fact  should  be  laid 
befero  your  majesty,  you  would  certainly  give 
such  owlets  thereupon  39  were  every  way  suit- 
able to  your  royai  prudence,  and  tender  care 
of  the  public  safety,  did  unanimously  resolve, 
without  so  mucli  as  suffering  those  parts  of  the 
report  to  be  laid  open  to  t lie  House,  that  an 
humble  Address  should  be  made  from  the  House 
to  your  majesty,  by  the  Lord  Steward,  and  the* 
dak©  of  Somerset,  (two  of  the  Lords  com- 
mitters to  whom  the  examination  had  been 
referred)  laying  before  your  majesty  the  whole 
report,  with  all  mntterj  relating  thereto,  and 
humbly  desiring  your  majesty  to  give  order, 
that  Houcher  should  be  prosecuted  by  Mr. 
Attorney-General  for  high- treason,  and  that 
as  to  the  commitment,  prosecution  or  dis- 
charge of  the  other  prisoners  mentioned  in 
the  report,  you  would  be  pleased  to  give  such 
directions  as  should  seem  most  proper  to  your 
royal  wisdom.  Thus,  that  as  the  w hole  affair 
was  entered  upon  out  of  zeal  for  your  majesty’s 
preservation,  and  the  safety  of  the  kingdom, 
and  was  carried  on  and  concluded  with  all 
possible  respect  to  you  ; so  we  bad  the  comfort 
to  rest  assured,  that  our  behaviour  was  no  less 
graciously  accepted  by  your  majesty,  from  the 
Answer  you  were  pleased  to  make,  the  same 
day,  to  our  last  Address  on  this  subject,  and 
which  was  reported  to  us  on  ihe  2 ‘id  of  De- 
cember, by  the  duke  of  Somerset,  whereby 
your  majesty  was  pleased  to  signify  to  the 
House,  with  your  accustomed  goodness,  that 
vou  would  give  order  for  every  thing  as  the 
Lords  had  desired. 

li  Madam ; tbit  is  a true  and  just  account  of 
our  proceedings,  which  have  been  so  strangely 
misrepresented,  and  to  w hich  no  exception  can 
possibly  be  taken,  by  any  persons  rightly  in- 
formed. For,  ns  we  had  your  royal  approba- 
tion of  all  that  was  done ; so  the  House  of 
Common*  could  have  had  no  pretence  of  ob- 
jection, if  they  had  taken  the  usual  parliamen- 
tary methods  of  desiring  to  be  informed  of 
what  we  had  done,  and  of  the  grounds  of  our 
proceedings,  before  they  had  approached  your 
majesty  with  such  a representation  of  them. 

€i  Their  carrying  this  unprecedented  Address 
to  your  majesty,  in  so  hasty  a manner,  gives  us 
almost  as  great  trouble  as  the  hard  usage  we 
find  in  it. 

“ The  ancient,  known,  and  indeed  only  ef- 
fectual method  of  preserving  a good  corres- 
ondence  betw  een  the  two  Houses  of  purfiamenr, 
as  been  by  Conferences.  at  any  time,  ei- 
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ther  Hduse  conceived  they  bad  a reasonable 
ground  to  object  against  the  proceedings  of  the 
other,  conferences  have  been  desired,  ami  the 
matter  in  debate  between  them  fairly  discuss- 
ed; and  thereby,  mistakes  have  been  declared 
for  the  most  part,  mid  u good  understanding 
cultivated,  and  a mutual  respect  preserved, 
which  is  always  highly  requisite,  in  the  nature 
of  our  constitution,  but  more  especially  neces- 
sary in  this  time  of  war  ami  danger. 

**  Ilad  the  House  of  Commons  thought  fit  to 
have  pursued  this  method  upon  tins  occasion, 
we  should  have  been  able  to  have  given  them 
entire  satisfa*  tion,  not  only  of  the  lawfulness  of 
all  we  bad  done,  but  of  the  just  and  weighty 
ground  upon  winch  we  took  the  examinations 
of  these  persons  into  our  own  hands  : or  at 
least,  if  they  could  have  convinced  us  of  any 
mistake,  we  should  have  given  them  any  rea- 
sonable satisfaction. 

“ Bur,  without  making  any  such  previous 
step,  the  House  of  Commons  have  made  an  ap- 
peal directly  to  the  throne,  against  the  House 
of  Lords,  and  charged  them,  though  must 
unjustly,  with  attempts  of  the  highest  nature. 
Nothing  like  this  was  ever  done  before,  and 
out  of  our  hearty  concern  for  the  preservation 
of  our  happy  constitution,  we  hope  the  saute 
thing  will  never  be  done  again.  We  know 
your  royal  heart  is  uniuoveabiy  fixed  on  tiie 
preserving  the  liberties  of  your  people,  and 
transmitting  them  entire  to  po^teiity;  but  if,  in 
after  limes,  the  houses  of  parliament  should  he 
appealing  against  one  another  to  die  crown, 
(lor,  if  such  a course  lie  justifiable  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  tlie  same  method  may  he  taken 
by  the  i^irds)  as  your  majesty  is  now  sensible 
how'  great  difficulties  it  necessarily  brings  upon 
a good  prince  ; so  it  is  easy  to  foresee  (and  we 
cannot  think  of  it  without  terror,) how  latul  the 
consequences  may  be,  in  the  reign  of  an  ill-de- 
signing pi  nice,  and  what  advantages  may  be 
takeu  hum  it,  for  utterly  subverting  the  best 
ordered  form  of  government  in  the  world. 
There  are  examples  abroad,  w here  proceedings 
of  this  kind  have  ended  in  the  overthrow  of 
the  liberties  of  the  people,  which  makes  us  the 
more  apprehend  the  beginning  of  them  among 
ourselves.  Your  majesty’s  great  judgment 
cannot  but  readily  discern,  whither  it  does  na- 
turally tend,  for  one  House  of  parliament  to  be 
exciting,  and  earnestly  desiring  the  sovereign  to 
exert  a real  or  supposed  prerogative  against  the 
other  House.  It  is  not  easy  to  imagine  what 
the  Commons  could  expect  of  your  majesty 
from  such  an  application  ; the  Lords  have  ne- 
ver entertained  a thought  of  using  this  dange- 
rous method,  whatever  occHsionx  may  have 
been  given  within  the  compass  of  late  years; 
ami  we  promise  your  majesty,  we  will  always 
endeavour  to  preserve  a good  understanding 
with  the  House  of  Commons,  and  shall  uever 
think  it  too  dear  to  procure  that  union  at  any 
rate,  unless  that  ot  delivering  up  those  tights 
and  powers  which  are  lodged  in  us  by  the  law, 
and  without  which,  the  constitution  cannot 
subsist. 


“ We  shall  never  be  guilty  of  the  presumj 
tion  of  prescribing  to  your  majesty,  when,  < 
against  whom  you  should  exert  your  prerogi 
live;  but  we  will  he  a wavs  ready  to  assist  yc 
io  the  support  of  nil  the  just  rights  of  t) 
1 crown,  os  well  ns  in  the  maintaining  die  libc 
! ties  of  the  subject,  which  wc  know  are  do  ie 
! dear  to  your  majesty. 

“It  may,  with  modesty  and  truth,  be  afiin 
ed  that  the  Lords  have,  m all  times,  been  ti 
surest  and  most  natural  bulwark  of  the  prer 
games  of  the  crown,  they  being  (as  your  rojj 
grandfather,  of  ever  blessed  memory,  wae  plea 
ed  to  express  it)  an  excellent  screen  and  Lai 
between  the  prince  and  the  people,  to  ass 
each  against  any  encroachment  of  il»e  oilier. 

“ We  will  never  contribute,  by  any  act 
nuis,  to  the  diminution  of  the  rights  oft 
crown,  nor,  us  far  ns  we  are  able,  will  sutler 
in  others.  We  cannot  act  otherwise  witbo 
hurling  ourselves  in  the  highest  degree,  bei 
thoroughly  convinced,  that  the  preservation 
die  legal  prerogative  is  not  only  the  surest « 
to  secure  our  own  privileges,  but  of  absola 
necessity  for  the  happy  and  rightful  admin 
tration  of  the  government.  And  we  hope  t 
House  of  Commons  will,  in  uli  times  to  cow 
speak  and  act  with  that  regard  to  the  pret 
gative  which  they  seem  to  have  taken  t 
lately. 

“ There  remains  one  particular  more, 
we  will  only  name  to  your  majesty,  becau 
we  rest  satisfied  it  cannot  have  weight  al 
where;  that  iv;  the  insinuation  in  the  Addrel 
us  if  the  examination  of  these  prisoners,  by  tl 
Lords,  was  in  order  to  obstruct  the  enquiry  il 
to  the  designs  against  your  majesty’s  pe** 
and  government ; or  ut  least,  that  it  was  like 
to  produce  such  an  effect.  Our  dutiful  zeals 
youi  majesty's  government,  and  our  warm  co 
corn  to  discover  all  designs  and  oppose  i 
practices  against  it,  are  too. well  known  toll 
woi Id,  that  any  suggestions  of  that  sort  shad 
make  the  least  impression  to  our  disadvautagi 
and  we  are  very  sure  it  was  no  suspicion 
that  nature  which  gave  the  true  rise  to  ibis  vc 
sharp  Address.  It  is  easy  to  determine,  «b 
tiler  a hearty  and  forward  undertaking  to  scan 
into  the  designs  of  your  cucinies,  or  the  set 
mg  occasions  to  object  to,  and  interrupt  su< 
endeavours,  be  most  likely  to  obstruct  tl 
discovery  of  tne  pernicious  practices  of  tra 
tors. 

“ Most  gracious  sovereign;  we  most  hunib 
ask  pardon  for  presuming  to  give  your  majesi 
the  trouble  ot  this  long  representation,  vvhi< 
h.»s  proceeded  root  the  passionate  concern  w 
have  to  staud,  not  only  acquitted,  but  entire 
approved  in  the  judgment  of  so  excellent 
queen,  and  so  justly  beloved  of  all  bet  wl 
jects.  . . 

“ We  depeud  upon  vour  justice,  »s  edij 
your  goodness,  that  nothing  can  do  us  prej1 
dice,  (from  whatsoever  bauds  it  comes)  in  you 
royal  opinion,  wrhilc  we  continue  to  act  in  ito 
station  where  wc  are  placed  by  the  form  < 
the  English  government,  according  to  tbe  la* 
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i \A  custom  of  parliament,  with  all  imn&in- 
shk- itvprct  and  duty  to  yourself,  and  all  pos- 
jjWc  red  fur  cue  safety  ami  happiness  of  your 
Lcj/.mi. 

‘'(lire  us  leave  to  conclude  this  our  humble 
A ii’rts  with  this  firm  promise,  that  no  danger, 
b»  reproaches,  nor  any  artifices  whatsoever, 
stall  deter  or  divert  us  from  using  our  utmost 
♦adtatours,  from  time  to  time,  in  discovering 
•«d  opposing  all  contrivances  and  attempts 
•pin 'i  your  royal  person  and  government, 
the  Protestant  succession  as  by  law  esta- 
Uiied.” 


Tie  Queens  Answer.]  Her  majesty’s  Answer 
to  tba  Representation  was  : 

“ My  Lords;  I am  very  sorry  for  any  misun- 
gentaodines  that  happen  between  the  two 
Hoiees  of  parliament,  w Inch  are  so  inconveni- 
m in  the  public  sen  ice,  and  so  uueasv  to  me, 
(Me  I cannot  but  take  notice,  with  satisfaction, 
at  tee  assurances  you  give  me,  that  you  will 
artfully  avoid  all  occasions  of  them. — I thunk 
pj  far  the  Concern  you  express  for  the  rights 
hi  the  crown,  and  lor  my  prerogative;  which  I 
itaii  never  exert  so  willingly  as  for  the  good 

®J  subjects,  and  tiie  protection  of  their 
tbc-riie*’* 

The  Common  s’  Aid  rets,  in  answer  to  the  llc- 
pm Mutton  of  the  L»rds.]  Jan.  22.  The  Cuin- 
®or , ordered,  that  some  of  their  members  be 
sp  irited  to  search  the  Journals  of  the  House 
tfL>nl%  touching  their  proceedings  upon  the 
■fe Address  of  this  House  to  her  majesty,  and 
ft*  >'  Representation  thereupon ; and  also  to 
precedents  concerning  commitments  by 
ll*  House  of  Lord*,  in  cases  w ere  the  person 
hs  been  in  the  custody  of  the  crown,  mid  re- 
P-*  the  same  to  the  House  : and  several  mont- 
h's were  appointed  accordingly. 

Ftb.  3.  The  said  Report  of  tbe  Journal  of  the 
fr**  of  Lords,  relating  to  the  Address  of  this 
Ik**,  and  the  Representation  Of  the  House  of 
Laos,  was  read. 

involved,  That  an  humble  Address  be  pre- 
fc*r«l  to  her  majesty,  to  clear  this  home  from 
ttereorepresentation  of  the  house  of  Lords,  in 
ftwu  Representation  presented  to  her  majesty; 
xhich  said  Address  was  conceived  iu  tr»e  fol- 
bs  terms  : 

**  Most  gracious  sovereign ; your  majesty 
hv!ng  with  great  goodness  declared  from  the 
Tbrme  to  your  parliament,  that  divers  ill  prnc- 
designs  had  been  carried  on  in  Scotland, 
^ouauiei  frum  France,  which  might  have 
Wed  extremely  dangerous  to  the  peace  of 
N**  kingdom:* ; and  tliat  you  would  lay  the 
f*1  oculars  before  your  parliament,  us  soon  us 
d*  several  examinations  could  he  fully  perfect- 
ed aroi  made  public,  without  prejudice;  we, 
majesty’s  mostdutiful  and  loyal  Commons, 
r«tjng  secure  and  satisfied  in  your  majesty’s 
wisdom  and  care,  most  thankful .y  ac- 
b»«ledge  the  confidence  you  have  been 
to  repose  in  us. — But  finding  upoo 
'■*  lords'  Journals,  that  their  lordships,  the 
itrj  &me  made  two  orders,  one  to  re- 
»ave  joQt  majesty’s  prisoners  out  of  your  cus- 
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tody  into  their  own,  and  the  other  to  commit 
their  examination  solely  to  a committee  of 
seven  Lords,  chosen  uud  appointed  by  them- 
selves ; by  which  your  majesty  seemed  excluded 
from  any  power  over  the  said  prisoners:— 
Your  loyal  Commons,  justly  sensible  of  the 
dangerous  consequences  of  such  proceedings, 
thought  themselves  obliged  to  declare  their 
concern  at  this  violatioo  of  your  royal  prero- 
gative, and  the  known  laws  of  the  land,  in  an 
humble  Address  presented  to  your  majesty. — 
Your  faithful  Commons  are  well  assured,  when 
this  matter  comes  lobe  rightly  staled  and  under- 
stood, a zeal  so  well  intended, ana  so  well  ground- 
ed, w ill  rather  be  imputed  to  them  as  meritorious 
than  liable  to  exception  ; and  therefore,  since 
their  humble  Address  has  been  so  artfully 
misrepresented  by  the  Lords  in  their  late  Re- 
presentation, presented  to  your  majesty  on 
Tuesday,  the  18rh  of  January,  and  published 
and  spread  with  unusual  industry  through  all 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  they  look  upon  them- 
8c lve»  under  an  indispensiblc  necessity  of  ap- 
pearing before  your  majesty  in  their  own  jus- 
tification.— Their  lordships  think  fit  to  take 
offence  at  the  mamier  and  words  of  our  Ad- 
dress, ami  accompany  this  exception  with  re- 
flexions awl  insinuations,  more  harsh  and  more 
odious  than  the  most  opprobrious  language: 
but,  as  we  made  use  of  no  terms  but  what 
were  suitable  to  the  occasion,  so  it  will  appear 
by  pricedeuts,  that  the  same  have  been  fre- 
quently and  leciprucully  used  by  both  Houses 
to  each  other;  nor  could  the  Commons,  in 
respect  to  your  majesty,  assert  your  royal  pre- 
rogative, iu  words  of  lc:s  force  than  those  in 
winch  they  have  vindicated  their  own  privi- 
leges.— Whatever  expressions  our  seal  for  your 
majesty,  and  the  public,  might  have  inspired, 
we  could  never  have  offered  to  our  sovereign 
so  ungrateful  a remembrance  as  the  destruction 
of  the  monarchy,  by  a detestable  assembly, 
composed  of  members  of  both  houses,  who 
being  nl.ke  jm Tinkers  in  the  guilt, ought  equally 
to  share  the  reproach. — With  much  mure 
reason  might  we  observe,  both  on  behalf  of 
your  majesty  and  the  Commons,  that  their 
Lordships,  nut  contented  with  pieferriug  their 
own  examinations  to  yours,  not  ci interned 
with  excluding  your  majesty  and  the  Commons, 
to  whom  parliamentary  enquiries  must  pro- 
perly belong,  do  appropriate  to  their  House 
only,  even  in  their  application  to  their  sove- 
reign, the  name  of  a parliament ; an  instance 
not  Cat  be  paralleled,  unless  by  that  very  as- 
sembly that  subverted  the  monarchy. — It  is 
not  the  question  at  prevent,  as  stated  by  the 
Lord*,  whether  their  lordships  have  a power  of 
taking  into  custody,  while  under  examination, 
persons  accused  of  criminal  matters,  cognizable 
in  parliament?  but,  that  their  louLhips  have 
a right  to  rake  the  prisoners  of  the  crown,  and 
the  examination  of  tlieni,  solely  into  their  own 
hands,  without  your  majesty’s  consent,  and  in 
such  a manner  as  must  necessarily  prove  an 
exclusion  to  your  majesty,  and  this  bouse,  i§ 
the  proposition  your  Commons  deny,  and  for 
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which  their  lordships  have  produced  no  pre- 
cedent.-— This  unhappy  occasion  has  been,  at 
the  same  time,  accompanied  with  the  most 
surprizing  instances  of  contradiction,  and 
counter-orders  to  your  majesty,  both  pre- 
ceding end  subsequent  to  it,  but  especially  on 
the  29th  of  January  last,  when  your  majes- 
ty, with  your  accustomed  goodness,  communi- 
cated to  the  Lords  the  papers  relating  to  the 
Scotch  conspiracy,  with  an  exception  only  of 
some  matters  not  yet  proper  to  be  made  public, 
without  preventing  a farther  discovery  of  se- 
crets of  greater  importance,  with  which  your 
majesty  assured  their  lordships  they  should 
also  be  acquainted,  as  soon  as  it  could  be  done 
without  prejudice.  However  their  lordships, 
upon  what  provocation,  or  for  what  reason 
no  where  appears,  immediately  addressed  your 
majesty,  pressing  you  to  lay  before  them  the 
whole  matter,  with  all  papers  relating  there- 
unto; by  which  your  majesty  was  put  under  a 
necessity,  either  to  give  their  lordships  a re- 
fusal, or  to  comply  with  their  unexpected  im- 
portunity, to  the  endangering  the  public  ser- 
vice. These  proceedings,  so  extraordinary  in 
their  nature  and  in  their  manner,  could  not  but 
sensibly  affect  your  faithful  Commons,  whose 
earnest  desire  it  is  to  see  both  your  houses  of 
parliament,  and  the  whole  hotly  of  your  people, 
entirely  agreed  to  pay  the  deference  due  to 
your  majesty’s  wisdom,  to  confide  in  your  care, 
and  to  promote  anti  maintain  your  honour  and 
dignity. — Their  lordships,  not  satisfied  with 
assuming  ibis  unprecedented  power,  have  en- 
deavoured, with  a great  deal  of  art,  to  persuade 
your  majesty  of  the  necessity  of  it,  to  prevent 
the  designs  of  ill  princes  and  their  favourites  : 
but  as  it  may  seem  unreasonable  for  their 
lordships  to  begin  to  practise  upon  a good  prince, 
such  methods  as  are  pretended  only  to  be  need- 
ful against  an  ill  one,  so  it  is  our  humble  opi- 
nion, that  the  dangers  might  be  much  greater, 
admitting  this  precedent;  should  the  Lords  com- 
bine to  defend  one  another  from  enquiries  and 
prosecutions,  all  parliamentary  impeachments 
might  he  eluded,  secret  designs  carried  on,  the 
innocent  aspersed  without  reparation,  and  the 
guilty  acquitted  without  trial.  Nor  is  that  in- 
stance mentioned  by  the  Lords  an  unreasonable 
caution,  since  that  revolution  in  a neighbour- 
ing kingdom  alluded  to  by  their  lordships,  was 
occasioned  by  the  encroachments  of  a prevail- 
ing cabal  of  Lords,  who  endeavouring  to  en- 
slave the  people,  and  to  betray  their  king  and 
their  country  to  a foreign  power,  obliged  the 
Church  and  the  Commons  to  unite  in  the  public 
defence. — Your  faithful  Commons  have  found 
themselves  so  happy  nnder  your  majesty’s  ad- 
ministration, that  they  please  themselves  with 
more  agreeable  prospects,  and,  renouncing 
such  examples  of  unseasonable  jealousies  and 
fears,  most  thankfully  receive  the  blessing  of 
your  reign  : nor  could  they  have  made  a more 
grateful  return  for  your  majesty’s  generous  pro- 
tection to  their  liberties,  than  by  a suitable 
concern  for  your  prerogative. — If  their  lord- 
ships  bad  consulted  their  own  Journals,  with 


the  same  care  that  we  always  take  to  be  right 
informed,  they  would  hardly  have  aibraic 
that  a direct  appeal  to  the  throne,  without *| 
previous  desire  of  conference,  had  been  auu 
precedeuted  practice.  Their  books  are  fed 
with  variety  of  instances  to  the  contrary ; h< 
without  examining  their  books,  it  seeius 
surprizing,  that  their  lordships  could  so  sg 
forget  their  Address  presented  to  jour  majei 
the  Inst  sessiou  on  behalf  of  the  ford  bishop 
Worcester,  and  their  address  to  the  late  U 
on  behalf  of  William  earl  of  Portland,  £d*| 
earl  of  Orford,  John  lord  Somers,  and  Chad 
lord  Halifax,  impeached  by  the  Common 
high  crimes  and  misdemeanor*;  and  wheat 
House  formerly  expostulated  with  the  House 
Lords,  for  proceedings  in  the  very  same  n 
ibod  of  whioh  they  now  complain,  their  lot 
ships  made  a most  solemn  declaration  in  th 
words. — 1 That  they  must  e ver  assert  a like 
‘ in  their  House  to  apply  to  the  throne  by  the 
1 selves,  for  the  doing  any  thing  warranted 
i law,  &c.’ — Nor  can  the  Lords,  we  premia 
upon  second  reflection,  deny  the  Commons  I 
same  liberty,  w hich  their  lordships  themseh 
have  so  strongly  usserted,  and  so  frequea 
practised — Your  loyal  Commons  smeer 
concur  with  their  lordships  in  declaring,  tl 
we  will  never  contribute  by  any  act  of  ours 
the  diminution  of  the  rights  of  the  crown,  a 
that  we  will  not  suffer  it  in  others : Your  n 
jesty,  their  lordships,  and  the  whole  woi 
may  judge  from  the  example  we  have  is 
given,  if  their  lordships  do  truly  wish  I 
House  of  Commons  may,  in  all  times  to  con 
speak  and  act  with  that  regard  to  the  prerq 
live,  which  they  aJiow  us  the  honour  to  bi 
now'  taken  up;  we  shall  be  very  unfortunate 
continue  under  their  displeasure,  at  the  sa 
time  when  they  seem  to  hope,  that  those  « 
succeed  us  will  take  pattern  by  us. — We  at 
their  lordships  also  on  their  part  may  contm 
in  all  times  to  come,  to  speak  with  that  rest 
to  parliamentary  impeachments,  which  tl 
seem  so  lately  to  have  taken  up:  since  we  hi 
reason  to  appreheud,  tliat  tiie  inisundersui 
ings  which  have  of  late  years  arisen  beiwi 
the  two  Houses,  have  been  principally  o*; 
to  the  artifices  of  some  particular  per* 
among  tliemselves,  whom  the  Commons  tbuu| 
it  their  duty,  fi»r  the  public  safety,  to  bring 
justice,  llow  much  more  difficult  will  all  * 
endeavours  be  rendered,  should  their  lordsh 
be  once  admitted  sole  examiners  of  aocosat* 
against  each  other,  as  they  are  already  a 
judges? — We  are  accused,  but  most  unjusi 
of  exciting  and  earnestly  desiring  your  tnajfl 
to  exert  your  prerogative  against  the  HouX 
Lords.  We  appeal  to  the  words  of  our  Addn 
if  it  is  possibly  naturally  to  impose  any  s» 
sense  upon  any  expression  that  is  there:  I 
are  sorry  their  lordships  should  descend  sol 
as  to  the  straining  and  wresting  of  words, 
which  tlity  rather  discover  an  unfortunate 
dination,  to  make  us  seem  culpable  upon  a 
terms,  than  that  they  in  truth  helieve  oi 
We  know  how  vain  nnd  how  fruitless  an  afl 
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cjttoa  it  would  be  to  excite  your  majesty  to 
say  abuse  of  your  power,  which  we  are  con- 
vinced you  will  always  exercise  for  the  general 
good;  and  so  far  are  your  Commons  from 
tiKerlainiog  any  such  desire,  that  we  heartily 
•ab  to  see  a good  correspondence  preserved 
between  the  two  Houses ; nor  would  forbear 
it  purchase  it  at  any  rate,  except  giving  up  the 
neUs  of  your  majesty,  by  whom  w e are  pro- 
tected, and  the  liberties  and  properties  of  the 

[people,  by  whom  we  are  entrusted. — These 
few  instances,  so  plain,  and  so  uncontestable, 
we  presume  will  be  sufficient,  without  trespass- 
much  longer  upon  your  majesty's  time,  to 
«bored<t  whatever  else  has  been  alledged,  to 
create  iu  your  majesty,  and  those  we  repie- 
sent,  an  ill  opiuion  of  us;  We  have  been 
careful  and  industrious  to  avoid,  as  far  ns  was 
coasutent  with  our  accessory  justification,  ail 
occasion  of  reviving  animosities,  and,  how  great 
soever  the  provocation  has  been,  your  majesty 
hiving  decla  ed  bow  uneasy  you  are  under  such 
■ttoadersfandings,  we  shall  make  no  difficulty 
to  lay  aside  our  resentments,  who  shall  always 
berrsdy  to  sacrifice  our  lives  aud  fortunes  to 
p«r  quiet  and  sen  ice  : Nor  can  we  doubt  but 
moH  stand  fully  acquitted  to  the  whole 
vodd,  and  especially  to  your  majesty,  since 
thf  real  (bat  we  have  shewn,  and  the  reproaches 
tiw  we  have  borne,  have  been  owing  to  no 
4d#r  cause  but  the  defence  of  an  excellent 
qacea,  io  wix/se  hands  God  Almighty  hath 
fbetd  the  executive  authority  over  these  na- 
tions; which  authority  it  has  bceu  the  only 
endeavour  of  your  faithful  Commons  to  preserve  ; 
b *»  enure  n»  our  laws  and  constitution  allow  : — i 
Ray  it  pleast*  your  majesty,  It  is  with  the 
deepest  concern,  and  a grief  not  to  be  express- 
ed, thst  your  dutiful  and  loyal  Commons  have 
fond  themselves  engaged  in  disputes  of  this 
ssturv,  by  which  they  have  been  so  unseason- 
ably interrupted  in  finishing  the  supplies,  and 
other  matters  of  the  highest  importance.  How 
ttviously  they  have  applied  themselves  to  the 
discharge  of  their  duty,  appears  from  their 
feviog  already  presented  your  majesty  with  the 
greatest  part  of  their  aids,  with  a dispatch  and 
unanimity  beyond  example  : Nor  could  the  few 
kt«ls  vk  depending  have  met  the  least  objection 
«*’  delay,  but  from  the  indispensible  necessity 
•f vindicating  your  majesty's  royal  prerogative, 
ife  privileges  of  our  own  House,  and  the  rights 
*®d  liberties  of  ail  the  Commons  of  Eugl.md,  in 
Hvtfal  instances  invaded  almost  at  the  same 
few;  we  wish  there  may  have  been  more  of 
emukethan  design  in  those  who  have  created 
those  an  happy  differences : However,  we  de- 
are  tbe  remembrance  may  be  henceforth  blot- 
to out,  &nd  that  there  may  remain  no  other 
TOprewion  iu  die  hearts  both  of  Lcrds  and 
C«taa»ons,  than  a sincere  and  passionate  con- 
fefe  for  year  majesty's  welfare  and  glory: 
W any  other  contention  hereafter  arise,  but 
®y*boin  the  public  good  shall  be  best  ad  vane- 
*d|  the  Protestant  succession,  and  the  Church 
**  Inland  best  secured,  and  the  just  rights 
prerogative*  of  the  crown  bait  supported. 
VOL.  Y». 


The  Queens  Answer.]  The  queen's  miswer 
was  this : 

“ Gentlemen;  I return  you  many  thanks  for  the 
great  concern  which  you  express  for  me  and  roy 
just  rights.  Your  dispute!)  of  the  supplies  is  a 
great  advantage  to  the  public  service.  And  I am 
very  well  pleased  with  tne  assurances  you  give  me 
of  your  care  to  avoid  any  occnsiou  of  difference 
between  the  Houses,  especially  at  this  time, 
when  there  is  so  apparent  a necessity  of 
strengthening  ourselves  against  the  malicious 
designs  of  our  enemies. 

Feb.  (24.  Ordered,  That  some  members  be 
appointed  to  search  the  Journals  of  the  House 
of  Lords,  as  to  what  proceedings  have  been 
since  die  last  Report  to  this  House,  upon  the 
Papers  communicated  to  the  Lords  by  her  ma- 
jesty, relating  to  the  Conspiracy ; and  several 
members  were  appointed  accordingly. 

Feb.  20.  Sir  Humphry  Mackworth  report- 
ed, that  the  members  appointed  had  been  to  in- 
spect the  Journals  of  the  House  of  Lords,  what 
proceedings  had  beeu  since  die  last  Report  to 
this  House,  upon  the  Papers  communicated  to 
the  Lords  by  her  majesty,  relating  to  the  Con- 
spiracy; but  that  they  did  not  find  any  proceed- 
ings as  yet  entered  into  their  Journals:  But 
that  out  of  the  papers  for  making  up  the 
same,  they  had  taken  copies  of  the  proceed- 
ings they  found  therein,  which  he  reads  in 
I i-»  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the 
table,  where  the  same  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  the  said 
Report  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
whole  house,  who  are  to  consider  of  the  Papers 
communicated  by  her  majesty  to  this  house, 
relating  to  the  treasonable  correspondence 
carried  on  with  St.  Germains  and  the  court  of 
France. 

Feb.  29-  Mr.  Freeman,  according  to  order, 
reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  consider  of 
the  Papers  communicated  by  her  majesty  to 
this  house,  relating  to  the  treasonable  corres- 
pondence carried  on  with  St.  Germains  and 
die  court  of  France,  the  Resolution  which  they 
had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  house,  whicli 
he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in 
at  the  table,  where  tiie  same  was  read,  and  is  as 
followed! : 

Resolved,  u That  it  is  the  opiuion  of  this 
Committee,  that  the  House  be  moved,  that  an 
humble  Address  bo  presented  to  her  majesty, 
that  she  will  be  pleased  to  re-assume  the  just 
exercise  of  her  prerogative,  and  take  to  herself 
the  examination  of  the  matters  relating  to  the 
Conspiracy,  communicated  to  this  House  by 
her  majesty ; and  to  give  assurance,  that  they 
will  defend  her  majesty’s  sacred  person  and 
government  against  all  persons  concerned  in 
the  said  Conspiracy,  and  all  other  conspirators 
whatsoever : And  to  declare,  that  the  estab- 
lishing of  a Committee  of  seven  Lords,  for  tbs 
sole  examination  of  the  said  Conspiracy,  is  of 
dangerous  consequence,  and  may  tend  to  tho 
subversion  of  the  government.” 

Resolved,  “ That  the  boas*  doth  agrea  with 
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the  Committer,  that  an  humble  Address  be 
presented  to  her  majesty, that  she  will  be  pleased 
to  re-assutne  the  just  exercise  of  her  preroga- 
tive, and  take  to  herself  the  examination  of  the 
matters  relating  to  the  Conspiracy,  communi- 
cated to  tliis  house  by  her  majesty,  and  to  give 
assurance,  that  they  will  defend  her  majesty's  sa- 
cred person  and  government,  against  all  persons 
concerned  in  the  said  Conspiracy,  and  all  other 
conspirators  whatsoever;  and  to  declare,  that 
the  establishing  of  a Committee  of  seven  Lords, 
for  the  sole  examination  of  the  said  Conspiracy, 
is  of  dangerous  consequence,  and  may  tend  to 
the  subversion  of  the  government." 

Resolved,  u That  the  said  Resolution  be  pre- 
sented to  her  majesty  by  the  whole  House; 
which  was  done  according,  and  her  majesty  was 
pleased  to  return  the  following  answer : 

t(  Gentlemen  ; The  great  marks  of  trust  and 
confidence,  which  you  hare  given  ine  in  this  Ad- 
ress,  ore  very  acceptable  to  me. — I thank  you 
for  your  advice,  and  shall  constantly  exercise 
toy  just  prerogative  for  the  secuiity  and  salis- 
. faction  ot  my  subjects." 

Further  Proceedings  respecting  the  Scottish 
Plot. J About  the  end  of  January,  the  earl  of 
Nottingham  acquainted  the  House  of  Lords, 
“ That  the  queen  commanded  him  to  lay  before 
them  the  papers,  which  contained  all  the  mat- 
ters hitherto  discovered  of  the  corspiracy  in 
Scotland  ; but  that  there  was  one  thing,  which 
he  was  also  commanded  to  let  their  lordships 
know*,  was  not  yet  proper  to  be  communicated 
to  the  house:  because  the  making  it  public 
might  prevent  a farther  discovery  of  rrwitteis  of 
greater  importance ; but  that  their  lordships 
should  he  acquainted  with  this  also,  so  soon  as 
it  could  be  done  without  prejudice  to  the  pub- 
lic service."  Upon  this  the  Lords  resolved  to 
Address  her  majesty,  “ That  the  whole  matter, 
and  all  papers  relating  to  the  Scots  plot,  might 
he  laid  before  them  with  all  convenient  dispatch, 
that  this  House  might  not  want  au  opportunity, 
before  the  end  of  this  session,  of  enquiring  into, 
and  discovering  the  wicked  designs  and  con-  ! 
•piracies  of  lier  enemies.”  To  this  Address 
the  queen  answered,  “ That  having  so  lately 
acquainted  them,  that  she  had  communicated 
to  them  all  the  particulars  relating  to  the  de- 
tign  against  .Scotland,  which  could  yet  be  made 
public  without  prejudice  to  the  service,  her  ma- 
jesty did  not  expect  to  be  pressed  upon  that 
matter,  before  it  was  scarcely  possible  that  the 
state  of  it  could  be  altered;  aud  that  her  ma- 
nmjesty  made  no  doubt,  but,  before  the  end  of 
the  session,  there  would  be  a proper  time  to 
communicate  that  which  could  not  now  be 
made  public  without  great  inconveiiiency." 
Two  days  after,  the  earl  of  Nottingham  delive- 
red 10  the  Lords  several  papers  relating  to  the 
Scots  Conspiracy,  which  being  sealed  up  as  the 
former  were,  it  was  ordered,  that  all  the  pa- 
pers should  be  opened  on  Tuesday  the  8<h  of 
February,  and  all  the  Lords  summoned  to  at- 
tend. 

liy  d .is  time,  all  possible  emlaavonro  had 


been  used  to  stifle  the  Plot,  and  to  prepossesi 
the  Queen  and  the  public,  that  the  whole  was  * 
contrivance  of  the  duke  of  Queensberrv,  m ordei 
to  ruin  the  dukes  of  Hamilton  and  Athol.  Tin 
duke  of  of  Atliol  drew  up  a plausible  memoris 
for  that  purpose,  which  he  read  in  the  bcotcl 
council  in  the  presence  of  the  Queen  ; by  tht 
memorial  it  manifestly  appeared,  that  the  dub 
of  Athol,  though  one  of  the  principal  person 
suspected,  had  either  tl»e  perusal  or  inforinatiol 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  of  the  contents  c 
the  letters,  declarations  and  examinations  r< 
lating  to  the  Scots  conspiracy,  before  they  wet 
communicated  to  the  House  of  Lords;  a cos 
vincing  circumstance,  that  the  accused  wer 
more  countenanced  than  the  accusers : so  tiu 
it  was  no  difficult  matter  for  them  to  put  a sis 
upon  the  plot.  There  were  two  other  circuit 
stances  which  seemed  to  reflect  on  the  tail  < 
Nottingham;  his  giving  ear  to  the  informant 
of  Ferguson,  whom  the  suspected  persons  mad 
use  of,  to  clear  them  of  the  treason  they  wei 
in  danger  of  being  charged  with;  and  his  d* 
charging  an  officer  in  king  James's  army,  wk 
had  been  seized  by  the  governor  of  Berwid 
This  being  complained  of  in  the  House  of  Con 
mens,  a long  debate  ensued,  which  ended  i 
last  in  a resolve,  “ That  the  earl  of  Noitmi 
hain,  one  of  her  majesty's  principal  sec  ret  am 
of  state,  for  his  great  ability  and  diligence  in  ik 
execution  of  his  office,  for  his  unquestionabl 
fidelity  to  the  queen  and  her  government,  an 
for  his  steady  adheriug  to  the  church  of  Enj 
land,  as  by  law  established,  had  highly  roerire 
the  trust  bet  majesty  had  reposed  in  him.”  Th 
Commons,  at  the  same  time,  ordered,  that  th 
Speaker  should  lay  this  Resolution  before  hd 
majesty,  when  the  said  Address  should  be  pa 
seated  to  her:  Which  being  done  according 
the  queen  was  pleased  to  say,  “ That  ske 
glad  to  find  they  were  well  satisfied  with  ill 
earl  of  Nottingham,  who  was  trusted  by  her » 
so  considerable  a post.” 

The  examinations  of  the  prisoners  being  ah 
sent  to  the  House  of  Commons,  they  heard  tbci 
read,  but  passed  no  judgment  upon  them,  w 
did  they  oner  any  advice  to  the  queen  upon  thi 
occasion ; they  only  sent  them  back  to  th 
queen,  with  thanks  for  communicating  tbea 
and  for  her  wisdom  and  care  of  the  nation  I 
was  thought  strange,  to  see  a business  uf  th 
nature  treated  so  slightly,  by  a body  that  ha 
looked,  in  former  times,  more  carefully  to  thins 
of  this  kind;  especially,  since  it  had  appear* 
in  many  instances,  how  dexterous  the  Frew 
were  in  raising  distractions  in  their  enen>i< 
country  : It  was  evident,  that  a negociationb* 
begun,  and  had  been  now  carried  on  for  fa® 
time,  for  an  army  that  was  to  be  sent  fr« 
France  to  Scotland  ; upon  this,  which  was  tb 
main  of  the  discovery,  it  was  very  amazing  f 
see,  that  the  Commons  neit  her  offered  the  qu« 
any  advice,  nor  gave  her  a vote  of  credit,  lor 
I extraordinary  expence,  in  which  the  progress  <i 
that  matter  might  engage  her ; a credit  J 
given  might  have  had  a great  effect,  toward 
defeating  the  design,  when  it  appeared  boi 
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the  queen  was  furnished  to  resist  it:  This 
coldness,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  gave  great 
**d  just  ground  of  suspicion,  that  those  who 
die  chief  credit  there,  did  not  act  heartily, 
ia  order  to  the  defeating  all  such  plots,  hut 
were  willing  to  let  them  go  on,  without  check 
or  opposition.  But  the  Lords,  on  the  day  ap- 
pointed, reiolred  to  take  the  plot  into  consi- 
deration, and  examine  the  whole  matter  fully. 
They  began  with  reading  the  papers  laid  before 
diem,  die  most  material  of  which  wns  drawn  up 
by  the  earl  of  Nottingham,  intitled,  “ An  Ac- 
count of  the  Conspiracy  in  Scotland/'  It  was 
sa  abstract  of  all  the  examinations  the  council 
bad  taken.  Some  toiA  great  exceptions  at  it, 
«s  drawn  on  design  to  make  the  affair  appear 
taw*  inconsiderable  than  they  believed  it  to  he. 
Ihe  substance  of  the  whole  wa®,  that  there 
went  many  messages  between  the  courts  of  St. 
Germain  s and  Versailles,  with  relation  to  the 
t£arn  «f  Scotland ; the  court  of  Versailles  w as 
wi.hng  to  send  an  army  to  Scotland,  but  they 
d«.raito  Le  well  assured  of  i lie  assistance  they 
«n*zbt  expect  there ; in  order  to  which,  some  were 
•cut  over,  according  to  whntFronce  had  told 
tfce  duke  of  Queen* Kerry;  some  of  the  papers 
wtre  writ  in  gibberish,  so  the  Lords  moved,  that 
a reward  should  be  offered,  to  any  who  should 
decipher  these.  VVlicn  the  Lords  asked  the 
rul  of  Nottingham,  if  every  thing  was  laid  be- 
fore him,  he  answered,  that  there  was,  only  one 
particular  kept  from  them  ; because  they  were 
la  lopes  of  a discovery,  that  was  like  to  be  of 
*nore  consequence  ibaji  all  the  rest : So,  after 
the  delay  of  a few  days,  to  sec  the  issue  of  it, 
was  Keith’s  endeavours  to  persuade  his 
vnde  (who  knew  every  step  that  had  been  made 
m the  whole  progress  of  this  affair)  to  come  in 
discover  it,  when  they  were  told  there  was 
»>  more  hope  of  that,  the  Lords  ordered  the 
committee,  which  had  examined  Boucher,  to 
ttamtne  into  all  these  discoveries.  Upon  this 
ti*  Commons,  who  expressed  a great  uneasiness 
w every  step  Hie  Lords  made  iu  that  matter, 
*Qtwith  a new  Address  to  the  queen,  insist- 
H « their  former  complaints,  against  the  pro- 
otti;r,£$  Qf  the  Lords,  as  a wresting  the  matter 
of  ibe  queen's  hands,  and  the  taking  it 
wholly  into  their  own;  and  they  prayed  the 
to  resume  her  prerogative,  thus  violated 
the  I/>rds,  whose  proceedings  they  affirmed 
to  1*  without  a precedent. 

Hi*  seven  lords  went  on  with  their  examina- 
*****  Md,  after  some  days,  they  made  a report 
10  the  House;  Maclean's  confession  was  the 
Ban  it  was  full  and  particular  ; lie 

**•*■  the  persons  that  sate  in  the  council  at 
■}■  Germain’s ; he  said,  the  command  was  of- 
'ertd  to  the  duke  of  Berwick,  which  he  declined 
wept,  till  trial  was  made  whether  duke  Ha- 
Mton  would  accept  of  it,  who,  he  thought,  wns 
proper  person;  he  told  likewise,  what  di- 
^tttons  had  been  sent  to  hinder  the  settling 
succession  in  Scotland  ; none  of  which  par- 
*******  herein  the  paper,  that  the  earl  of  Not- 
had  brought  to  the  House  of  his  con- 
*1*00*  It  was  Jurihcr  observed,  that  all  the 


rest,  whose  examinations  amounted  to  litdo, 
were  obliged  to  write  their  own  confessions,  or, 
nt  least,  to  sign  theta : But  Maclean  had  not 
d'»ne  this:  for,  after  he  had  delivered  his  con- 
fession by  word  of  mouth  to  ihe  earl  of  Not- 
tingham, that  lord  wrote  it  all  from  Ins  report, 
and  read  it  to  him  the  next  day;  upon  which 
he  acknowledged,  it  contained  a full  account  of 
all  he  had  said.  Maclean's  discovery  to  the 
Lords  was  a clear  series  of- nil  the  counsels 
and  messages,  and  it  gave  a full  view  of  the 
debates  and  opinions  in  the  council  at  St.  Ger- 
main’s, all  which  was  omitted  in  that,  which 
was  taken  by  the  carl  of  Nottingham,  and  .Itis 
paper  concerning  it  was  both  short  and  dark; 
there  was  an  appearance  of  truth,  in  nil  that 
Maclean  told,  and  a regular  process  was  set 
forth  in  it. 

Upon  these  observations,  those  lords,  who 
were  not  satisfied  with  (he  carl  of  Nottingham's 
Paper,  intended  to  have  passed  a censure  upon 
it,  as  imperfect.  It  was  said,  in  the  debate 
that  followed  this  motion,  cither  Maclean  was 
asked,  who  wns  to  command  the  army  to  be 
sent  into  Scotland,  or  he  was  not.  If  he  was 
asked  the  question,  and  hud  answered  it,  then 
the  earl  ot  Nottingham  had  not  served  the 
queen,  or  used  the  parliament  well,  since  lie 
had  nut  put  it  in  the  paper.  If  it  was  not 
asked,  here  was  great  retnissness  in  a minister, 
when  it  was  confessed,  that  the  sending  over  an 
army  was  in  consultation,  not  to  ask  who  was 
to  command  the  army.  Upon  this  occasion, 
the  earl  of  Torrington  made  some  reflections, 
which  had  too  deep  a venom  iu  them.  He 
said,  That  the*  earl  of  Nottingham  did  prove, 
that  he  had  often  read  over  the  paper,  in  which 
he  had  set  down  Maclean's  confession,  in  his 
hearing,  and  had  asked  him,  if  all  he  had  con- 
fessed to  him  wns  not  fully  set  down  in  that 
paper ; to  which  he  always  answered,  That 
every  thing  he  said  was  contained  in  it.  Upon 
this  the  earl  observed,  that  sir  John  Maclean 
having,  perhaps,  told  his  whole  story  to  the  ear! 
of  Nottingham,  and  finding  afterward*,  that  he 
had  writ  such  a defective  account  of  it,  he  had 
reason  to  conclude,  (for  he  believed,  hud  he 
been  in  his  condition,  lie  should  have  concluded 
so  himself)  that  the  carl  of  Nottingham  had  no 
mind,  that  he  should  mention  any  lilhig,  hut 
what  lie  had  writ  down,  and  that  he  desired, 
that  the  rest  might  he  suppressed.  That  he 
could  not  judge  of  others  but  by  himself;  If 
bis  life  had  been  in  danger,  and  if  he  were  in- 
terrogated by  a minister  of  state,  who  could  do 
him  either  much  good  or  much  hurt,  and  if  he 
had  made  a full  discovery  to  him,  but  had  ob- 
served, that  this  minister,  in  taking  his  con- 
fession in  writing,  had  omitted  many  things,  he 
should  have  understood  that  as  an  intimation, 
that  he  w as  to  speak  of  these  things  no  more ; 
and  so  he  believed  he  should  have  said  U «ui 
all,  though,  at  the  same  time,  be  knew  it  was 
not  all  that  he  Lind  said.  It  was  thereupon 
mused,  That  sir  John  Maclean  might  be  sent 
for  and  interrogated,  hut  die  party  was  not 
strong  enough  to  carry  any  thing  of  that  kind, 


lV9]  PARL*  HISTORY,  3 Anne,  1704. — The  Lord*’ Address  respecting 


and,  by  a previous  vote,  it  was  carried  by  a ma- 
jority of  eleven  voices,  to  put  no  question  con- 
cerning the  earl  of  Nottingham’s  papers. 

The  Lords  were  highly  offended  with  Fergu- 
son’s papers,  and  passed  a severe  vote  aguinst 
those  lords  who  had  receiver!  such  scandalous 
papers,  and  had  not  ordered  him  to  be  prose- 
cuted, which  they  directed  the  Attorney-general 
to  do.  But  Ferguson  never  received  the  least 
punishment. 

It  was  apparent,  that  there  was  a train  of 
dangerous  negotiations,  that  passed  between 
Scotland  nnd  £>t.  Germain’s,  though  the  Lords 
could  not  penetrate  to  the  bottom  of  them. 
And  the  design  of  Keith’s  bringing  in  his  uncle, 
who  knew  every  step,  that  had  been  made,  and 
the  whole  progress  of  the  affair,  to  discover  the 
whole  scheme  of  it,  was  managed  so  remissly, 
that  it  was  generally  concluded . that  it  was  not 
in  earnest  desired  it  should  succeed.  During 
the  debates,  one  very  extraordinary  thing  hap- 
pened ; the  earl  of  Nottingham  affirmed,  upon 
three  or  four  occasions,  that  some  things  had 
been  ordered  in  the  cabinet-council,  which  the 
dukes  of  Somerset  and  Devonshire,  who  were 
likewise  of  that  council,  did  not  agree  with  him 
in.  After  all  these  examinations  and  debates, 
the  Lords  concluded  the  whole  matter  with 
voting,  “ 1 fiat  there  had  been  dangerous  Plots 
between  some  in  Scotland  and  the  courts  of 
France  and  St.  Germain’s;  &nd  that  the  en- 
couragement of  this  plotting  came  from  the  not 
settling  the  succession  to  the  crown  of  Scotland 
in  the  house  of  Hanover.” 


m 


The  Lords'  Address  concerning  the  Represen- 
tation of  the  House  of  Commons,  about  the  Lords 
taking  the  Examinations  oj'  Persons  concerned 
in  the  Scotch  Conspiracy.]— March  28.  In  the 
House  of  Duds  the  duke  of  Somerset  reported 
an  Address,*  drawn  by  the  committee,  upon  the 
Representation  of  the  House  of  Commons  pre- 
sented to  her  majesty ; and  also  the  several 
Precedents  cited  : Which  was  read, and  agreed 
to,  as  foliovveth: 


“May  it  please  your  most  excellent  majes- 
ty; We,  the  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal  in 


.....  UU.UJ  minium  uihi  temporal  in 
J arliament  assembled,  found  ourselves  obliged 
(though  with  great  unwillingness)  to  make  an 
humble  Representation  to  your  majesty,  on  the 
18th  of  January  last,  of  the  injustice  dune  to 
us  by  the  House  of  Commons;  and  it  is  with 
tnc  utmost  reluctance  we  ore  brought  to  give 


I his  Address  was  penned  with  great  care 
and  much  force.  These  addresses  were  drawn 
by  the  lord  Somers,  and  were  read  over  and 
considered,  and  corrected  very  critically,  by  a 
few  lords,  among  whom  I had  the  honour  to  he 
called  for  one.  This,  with  the  other  pnners 
lhat  were  published  by  the  Lords,  made  a great 
impress, ou  on  the  body  of  the  nation:  for  the 
difference  that  was  between  these,  and  those 
published  by  the  House  of  Commons,  was  indeed 
so  visible,  that  it  did  not  admit  of  any  compari- 
son, and  was  confessed  even  by  those  who 
were  the  most  partial  to  them.”  Burnet. 


your  majesty  a second  trouble  upon  the  like  ud- 
happy  occasion.-— This  appears  by  our  silence 
after  the  Address  of  the  House  of  Common 
presented  to  your  majesty  the  21st  of  February 
for,  though  that  paper  he  in  effect  but  one  eon 
tinued  misrepresentation  of  our  words  and  o« 
proceedings;  yet  we  thought  ourseives  secun 
in  your  majesty’s  great  judgment,  which  wouk 
discern  where  the  truth  lay,  through  all  th 
colours  mode  use  of  to  disguise  it:  And  m 
were  willing  to  hope,  that  a moderation,  whid 
was  so  little  deserved,  could  not  but  tone  i 
good  effect  upon  the  House  of  Commons.  Bo 
the  Yrotesof  the  29th  February,  which  they  law 
before  your  majesty,  have  convinced  us  of  cu 
mistake,  and  made  it  impossible  for  us  to  fiat 
ter  ourselves  longer  with  any  such  expectation 
They  continue  to  misrepresent  our  proceedings 
and  to  solicit  the  throne  against  us  ; and  there 
by  put  us  upon  an  absolute  necessity  of  doiq 
ourselves  justice,  in  laying  a true  state  of  thing 
before  your  majesty.  When  we  observe,  tbs 
the  first  Address  of  the  House  of  Common 
was  ordered  the  next  day  after  we  entered  npoi 
the  examination  of  Boucher;  that,  on  the  ‘Sd  o 
February,  when  we  appointed  a day  for  takiui 
the  papers  relating  to  the  Conspiracy  into  con- 
sideration, the  House  of  Commons  appointed  i 
committee  to  draw  up  the  Address  against  ns 
presented  to  your  majesty  on  the  21st,  whir! 
was  the  day  our  committee  reported  Keith*! 
examination  ; and  that  their  votes. of  the  29tl 
came  from  n committee  appointed  to  considei 
of  the  papers  communicated  to  them,  thesanw 
day  we  made  our  Address  to  your  majesty  tc 
issue  out  a proclamation  for  encouraging  the 
discovery  of  tnc  cypher  of  the  gibberish  letter? 
(though  they  had  made  a compliment  to  your 
majesty  on  their  reading  those  papers,  and  had 
laid  aside  all  thoughts  of  them  for  three  weeks 
together)  xve  cannot  without  great  concern  re- 
flect upon  the  un  season  a bleu  ess  of  these  appli- 
cations; what  can  be  more  likely  to  premie 
tiie  discovery  of  this  dangerous  conspiracy, 
than  a disagreement  among  those  who  should 
unite  their  endeavours  in  assisting  your  majesty 
to  search  to  the  bottom  of  it  ? What  can  more 
encourage  offenders  to  an  obstinnte  silence,  than 
the  prospect  of  having  the  examination  inter- 
rupted by  an  unhappy  breach  between  the  two 
Houses  ? And  what  can  give  greater  security  to 
your  majesty’s  enemies,  than  to  see  a founda- 
tion laid  for  such  disputes,  will  for  ever  pat 
an  end  to  all  parliamentary  enquiries  into  their 
designs?  The  gentlemen  ol  the  House  of  Com- 
mons have  carried  this  point  so  far,  that  rather 
than  suffer  us  to  proceed  quietly  in  searching 
into  the  bottom  of  this  dangerous  conspiracy, 
they  do  not  only  reflect  on  us,  but  depart  from 
their  pretences  of  respect  to  your  majesty,  and 
censure  your  conduct  in  assisting  our  exaraina- 
nation,  as  if  you  had  thereby  done  an  injury  to 
your  prerogative.  We  are  therefore  obliged, 
in  duty  to  your  majesty,  as  w ell  as  justice  to 
ourselves,  farther  to  explain  the  grounds  on 
which  we  have  acted,  and  to  produce  prece- 
dents to  shew,  we  have  done  nothing  unwar- 
ranted by  the  practice  of  our  ancestors. 
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a We  cannot  bat  observe  how  the  House  of 
[ ammons  have  varied  tbeir  style;  in  their  first 
Address  they  directly  charged  the  Lords  with 
wresting  prisoners  out  of  your  majesty’s  hands; 
a their  second  paper  they  say  only,  we  seem 
to  exclude  your  majesty  from  any  power  over 
the  prisoners;  but  the  charge  is  alike  unjust  in 
They  continue  to  complain  of  two  of 
sur  Orders,  one  of  which,  they  say,  was  to  re- 
•twe  jour  majesty’s  prisoners  out  of  your  cus- 
tody into  our  own  ; and  the  other  to  commit 
fctr  examination  solely  to  a committee  of 
even  Lords,  chosen  nnd  appointed  by  oor- 
ithei. 

44  We  know  not  by  whom  a committee  of 
he  Lords  can  be  chosen  but  by  (he  House  of 
Lords;  nor  can  there  be  any  thing  more  par- 
umjrtitary,  and  more  proper  for  the  dispatch 
ind  secrecy  of  an  examination,  thao  referring  it 
o a committee.—' This  was 'practised  by  both 
wises  of  parliament  in  the  year  1678  and 
1679,  nor  was  it  objected  to  either,  that  they 
aek  the  examination  solely  to  themselves: 
hough  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
was,  in  the  style  of  their  own  books;  a 
rc^imitiee  of  secrecy. 

" The  Lords,  the  Commons,  and  the  Privy 
['oooctl  hwd  that  pint  under  examination  at 
he  same  time,  yet  there  were  no  interfering  of 
pr.vhctions ; the  papers  and  the  witnesses 
*ert  conveyed  to  one  another  as  there  was  oc- 
a*ion,  without  any  disputes ; none  of  them 
topped  or  delayed  the  enquiries  of  another, 
tor  concurred  in  promoting  them. 

“We  might  have  eapeeted,  that  when  the 
Hwwe  of  Commons  charged  us  a second  time 
vitl  violating  your  royal  prerogative,  and  else 
l&own  Uws  of  the  land,  they  would  have  spe- 
cSed  what  branch  of  the  prerogative  we  had 
■fringed,  or  what  law,  statute  or  usace,  we 
bd  broken ; whenever  they  think  fit  to  be  more 
ftrttf-ular  in  the  charge,  we  shall  be  very  ready 
our  answers. 

* We  shall  always  contend  with  the  House 
•^Commons  in  teal  for  your  majesty’s  honour 
•ad  safety ; but  we  shall  never  pretend  to  be 
^entooous  in  giving  up  what  we  know  to  be 
ogfat  of  parliament:  And  we  are  sure  your 
••jot?  understands  and  loves  the  constitution 
of  the  Kogksh  government  too  well,  to  approve 
^ ®ch  a present:  and  therefore  we  must  ngnin 
kt  leave  to  insist  on  our  former  Kepresenta- 
t*«,  m well  founded  in  every  particular. 

M We  have  no  cause  to  be  sorry  to  hear  it 
h*  been  so  universally  well  received,  since  we 
•re  tuft  n cannot  but  be  for  your  majesty’s 
as  well  as  n full  justification  of  our- 
vlve*.  We  were  very  careful  that  there  should 
w oo  harshness  in  any  expression  of  our  repre- 
^tttwa ; but  if  they  complain  of  reason- 
nS  they  cannot  answer,  or  are  uneasy  to 
truths  they  cannot  deny,  it  is  not  our 
wuh. 


“Tl*  House  of  Commons  were  certainly  in 
*V  right,  in  not  producing  the  precedents, 
'J“rb  they  say  they  have,  of  the  ill  language 
'*  has  passed  between  the  two  Houses,  be- 


cause it  could  not  have  been  agreeable  to  your 
majesty.  r 

44  We  must  own  we  never  searched  our  book 
for  that  purpose ; and  we  believe,  that  if  ever 
the  Commons  used  the  like  before,  our  ances- 
tors thought  it  unbecoming  them  to  return  it; 
and  we  think  it  most  proper  to  be  forgotten. 

44  We  cannot  think  that  any  expressions  (by 
whatever  zeal  inspired)  that  are  not  suitable 
to  the  decency  which  is  due  from  one  House 
of  Parliament  to  another,  can  shew  a respect 
to  your  Majesty,  or  add  any  force  to  tbeir  ar- 
guments. 

44  We  do  not  comprehend  what  is  meant  by 
their  saying,  we  did  appropriate  to  the  House  of 
Lords  only  the  name  of  a parliament.  There  is 
no  foundation  for  that  charge  in  any  word  of 
our  representation ; nor  was  there  any  occasion 
for  such  an  assertion  in  the  controversy  between 
us:  both  IIuu6es  are  alike  interested  in  the 
point  we  mnintain.  Wc  are  sure  the  House  of 
Commons  have  claimed  and  exercised  such  a 
! power  of  examination  and  commitment  as  the 
| Lords  insist  upon ; and  we  are  well  assured, 
tliar,  on  proper  occasions,  every  future  House  of 
I Commons  will  do  the  like  again : so  that  let  the 
I gentlemen  of  the  present  House  of  Commons  be 
as  liberal  as  they  please  in  renouncing  their  owu 
I right,  and  as  much  displeased  as  they  think  fit 
with  the  House  of  Lords  for  not  following  their 
example,  we  lmve  this  comfort,  that  your  ma- 
jesty is  too  equitable  to  think  amiss  of  us  for 
our  parliamentary  rights,  and  we  are  sure  of 
having  every  House  ot  Commons,  that  shall  sit 
hereafter,  of  our  side,  as  well  as  every  English- 
man who  values  the  constitution  of  his  country. 

44  There  is  no  passage  in  our  history  more  no- 
torious, than  that  the  pretended  House  of  Com- 
mons in  the  year  1648,  when  they  could  not 
prevail  w ith  the  House  of  Lords,  then  sitting,  to 
join  with  them  in  the  intended  murder  of  their 
king,  took  upon  them  first  to  abolish  theHiaise 
of  Lords  by  a vote,  nnd  then  to  proceed  to  do 
that  execrable  fact  by  themselves. 

44  It  is  not  therefore  to  be  imagined  what  the 
House  of  Commons  can  mean,  hv  saying,  that 
assembly  was  composed  of  both  houses.  If  all 
other  proof  of  the  contrary  was  wanting,  yet  the 
testimony  of  that  blessed,  though  unfortunate 
king,  is  abundantly  sutficieut,  who  made  it  one 
of  his  exceptions  to  that  detestable  court  at  his 
trial. 

44  We  can  never  call  to  mind  that  fact  with- 
out lmrror,  and  yet  we  arc  obliged  by  law  to 
commemorate  it  every  year;  and  surely  it  can 
never  be  mentioned  more  usefully  than  upon 
such  an  occasion,  when  tlie  strange  usage  of 
one  House  of  Parliament  by  another,  makes  it 
impossible  not  to  reflect  on  the  miserable  con- 
sequences that  lutve  formerly  followed  from 
such  differences. 

44  When  the  gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons act  according  to  the  measures  taken  in 
those  times,  they  ought  not  to  be  offended  if 
they  are  remembered  by  the  Lords.  If  they 
will  take  upon  themselves  to  stop  the  issuing 
out  your  majesty’s  writs  for  filling  up  their 
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house,  and  that  in  several  places,  and  for  a long 
time,  whereby  they  make  themselves  an  imper- 
fect representation,  which  is  a wound  to  the 
constitution,  a wrong  to  the  boroughs  who  have 
• legal  right  to  send  representatives,  and  an  in- 
justice to  your  majesty,  who  hat  an  undoubted 
title  to  the  service  and  attendance  of  all  the 
mean  hers  ; can  they  wonder,  or  ought  they  to 
complain,  if  we  presume  to  tell  your  majesty, 
that  very  few  things  were  less  excusable  in  that 
unhappy  House  of  Commons,  than  their  refusing  ; 
to  fill  up  their  body,  and  cornplcal  the  repre- 
sentation f 

“ These  jeginnings  are  very  dangerous  it  is 
not  easy  to  foresee  how  far  such  a practice  tuny 
he  carried, or  what  effects  it  may  have  upon  the 
boroughs  that  suffer  the  present  wrong,  or  upon 
others  who  may  apprehend  the  like  usage ; and 
who  can  say,  Hut  in  after- times  an  ill  prince 
may  take  advantage  of  such  precedents,  and 
think  himself  just  i tied  in  withholdings  his  writs 
from  some,  by  as  good  law  us  the  Commons  can 
shew,  for  pretending  to  stop  them  from  issuing 
to  others? 

“ The  Commons  have  made  three  Addresses 
to  your  majesty  upon  tiiis  occasion,  yet  have 
not  stated  the  matter  in  dispute  fairly  in  any 
one  of  them.  The  plain  matter  of  fact  is  this; 
Boucher,  Ogleby,  &c.  being  seized  by  the  cus- 
tom-house officers  on  the  coast  of  Sussex,  as  they 
landed  from  France,  were  scut  for  to  be  brought 
to  town  by  messengers:  the  Lords  having  re- 
solved to  examine  these  persons  themselves, 
ordered  tlie  messengers  to  bring  them  to  the 
Hou*e;  and  committed  them  to  the  black  rod, 
In  order  to  their  examination.  The  question  is, 
Whether  this  proceeding  of  the  House  of  Lords 
was  a breach  of  any  law,  or  contrary  to  the  cus- 
tom of  parliament?  we  asserted  it  was  not,  and 
as  we  humbly  apprehend,  we  proved  our  asser- 
tion, by  undeniable  reasons,  and  we  assured 
your  majesty  we  could  justify  it  by  precedents. 

**  It  appears  by  our  tecords,  that  we  havent 
all  times,  when  wo  thought  it  expedient  for  the 
pnblic  good,  not  only  taken  prisoners  out  of  the 
custody  of  messengers  (which  is  but  a tempo- 
rary confinement  in  order  to  the  examining  j>er- 
sons,  or  while  tliey  are  under  examination)  but 
taken  them  out  of  any  other  custody,  and  put 
them  sometime*  into  the  custody  of  your  ma- 
jesty* officers  attending  the  House  of  peers, 
sometimes  removed  them  from  one  prison  to 
another,  as  the  House  thought  inott  safe  and 
proper  for  their  examination. 

u Persons  condemned,  and  under  sentence  of 
death,  may  he  most  properly  called  the  pri- 
soners of  the  crown,  when  their  lives  and  es- 
tates, as  well  as  liberties, are  entirely  at  mercy; 
yet  the  House  of  Lords  sent  for  several  in  those 
circumstances  from  the  farthest  parts  of  Eng- 
land to  be  examined. 

u We  could  produce  precedents  in  oil  times 
when  any  thing  of  this  nature  has  been  before 
the  house;  the  most  aniient  records  furnishing 
the  clearest  and  most  frequent  instances  of  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Lords,  in  examining,  trying, 
and  punishing  all  great  offenders. 


u But  we  shall  at  present  confine  ourselve 
to  the  proceedings  in  respect  to  tlie  PnpH 
Plot,  in  the  reign  of  your  majesty’s  royal  unck 
(except  in  some  few  instances  in  both  boose 
as  well  before  as  after  that  time)  not  only  to 
cause  that  was  the  last  conspiracy  that  it 
under  a parliamentary  examination ; but  b 
cause  both  Houses  of  Parliament  entered  in 
the  enquiry  wiili  equal  zeal.  And  we  beg  lea 
to  annex  to  this  our  humble  Address,  some  e 
tracts  of  the  Proceedings  of  both  Houses  iu  th 
enquiry. 

“ We  desire  to  observe,  that  though  the  kii 
mentioned  that  Pint  in  his  speech,  at  the  ope 
ing  of  the  session,  yet  he  was  so  far  from  eu 
municating  tlie  particulars  to  the  parliament, 
desiring  them  to  look  into  it,  that  lie  dirtc 
told  them,  he  would  leave  the  matter  to  t 
law.-— He  was  riot  very  desirous  of  having  t 
parliament  meddle  with  that  enquiry,  and  thei 
fore  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  fie  would  o 
have  been  silent,  if  their  proceedings  find  be 
a violation  of  the  prerogative,  and  the  knot 
law  s of  the  land. 

“ We  beg  leave  to  make  this  single  remai 
on  such  of  the  precedents  ns  relate  to  the  i 
moral  of  the  popish  priests  after  sentence 
condemnation,  that  this  was  taken  notice  of  I 
the  Commons,  and  several  messages  passed  b 
tween  the  two  Houses  about  them  : The  Cot 


raons  w ere  earnest  that  they  sliould  he  execute 
and  insisted  to  have  them  sent  back  to  fees 
vend  prisons  for  that  purpose;  but  tliey  nev 
pretended  to  deny  that  the  Lords  had  power 
send  for  them,  or  change  the  custody. 

M The  Commons  in  their  second  Address  pr 
tend  to  have  been  sensibly  affected,  and  pr 
voked  to  their  harsh  treatment  of  the  Lords,  I 
what  passed  in  the  Lords’  House  the  29th  of  .fa 
which  was  almost  six  weeks  after  their  Addre 
was  presented.  It  looks  as  if  they  wanted  re 
sons  to  justify  the  ordering  that  Address,  wbi 
they  are  forced  to  defend  it  by  argument  draw 
from  facts  which  happened  so  long  after. 

“ If  the  Commons  had  considered  our  Addre 
of  the  29th  of  January,  or  15th  of  Februnr 
they  would  have  found  in  them  no  contra™ 
tions,  or  counter-orders  to  your  majesty,  »*' 
which  they  charge  us.  We  were  informed' 
several  papers  that  had  not  been  cormnumcau 
to  us;  those  we  desired,  and  we  received  fee 
by  your  majesty’s  command;  and  have,  w 
hope,  made  use  of  them  for  your  majesty  s se 
vice  and  the  public  safety.  We  have  had  tl 
happiness  that  our  zeal  has  been  more  w* 
once  approved  by  your  majesty:  and  we  lea1 
the  Commons  to  justify  their  own  coldness  an 
indifference  in  a point  of  such  high  concern. 

“ If  we  look  back  on  the  steps  the  Coiwnoi 
have  made  iu  this  whole  matter,  they  aresuf 
as  will  hardly  be  believed  hereafter:  And  * 
can  desire  nothing  more  for  our  . justified01 
than  that  our  proceedings  and  theirs  may  b 
compared. 

u When  the  papers  relating  to  this  Cc*1 
spiracy  were  laid  before  them  they  content? 
themselves  with  reading  them,  and  WW101 
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Jena*  any  vLite  or  axs^tunce,  gave  your  ma- 
fttr  Uuuikt  f»*r  lajmg  the  papers  before  them, 
i*i  expressed  their  satisidction  m your  ma- 
B'j'*  wise  conduct  and  great  care  of  your 
e"pir.  lhis  was  certainly  justly  due  to  your 
fesynty  » prudent  administration,  but  was  not 
41  ihut  rrujlst  have  been  expec.ed  from  n House 
if  Coauao.i*,  when  your  majesty  had  laid  be- 
jre  dtriii  the  account  of  such  a dangerous 
Joospirucy. 

“ ILus  the  matter  rested  for  several  weeks; 
;ad  alien  at  last  the  House  of  Commons 
k'-jght  tit  to  take  up  a second  lime  the  con- 
aieratum  of  those  papers,  instead  of  doing 
tint  *e  hoped,  and  the  kingdom  expected  from 
km,  til  they  did  was  to  find  new  cause  of 
te^ieasute  ugaiiut  the  Jxirds,  to  complain  of 
ihcu  umr  majesty  had  done,  to  solicit  you  to 
fr-ftfeione  the  just  exercise  of  your  prerogative, 
>&d  to  desire  you  to  stop  our  proceedings,  ns 
JfiUrigtnus  consequence,  and  what  might  tend 
libe  subversion  of  the  government. 

■*lh»  conduct  seems  very  unaccountable  : 
leu  alien  they  had  not  thought  lit  to  pass  any 
pdgment  on  the  Conspiracy,  it  is  hard  that  the 
IBqiury  into  it  should  be  so  severely  censured. 

“Tee  Commons  confine  what  we  spoke  in 
pend  terms,  of  the  fatal  consequences  that 
p*  happened  in  most  countries  in  Europe, 
tan  the  unhappy  differences  that  have  arisen 
kiwccn  the  estates  of  the  several  kingdoms,  to 
fee  instance  of  one  country  : The  observation 
•w  general,  and  the  overthrow  of  the  liberties 
rfro**t  of  our  neighbours  sprung  from  this  root. 

* But  we  are  surprised,  that  the  House  of 
Lum moos  should  single  out  that  instance  of  a 
fciuljtian  m a neighbouring  country,  where  the 
Ckrzy  and  the  Commons  were  prevailed  upon 
ky  the  management  of  the  court,  to  carry  their 
Kwritroeuts  against  the  Lords  «>  far,  that  they 
fc.irered  up  the  authority  of  the  lairds,  the 
&tedom  of  the  people,  and  made  a total  alter*}- 
two  of  die  government. 

*•  W«  cannot  imagine  what  is  meant  by  cail- 
“t  this  treachery  of  the  Commons  and  Clergy, 
mWtnyaig  the  liberties  of  their  country,  their 
*£*10$  in  ilte  public  defence  ; nor  can  we  con- 
l»ow  this  comes  to  be  mentioned  on  this 
*ccs>iia:  We  hope  there  is  no  danger  of  such 
amongst  ut  for  such  purposes  ; and  we 
*krak  jour  majesty  and  your  people  are  equally 
•“cerard  in  this  insinuation. 

" It  is  wonderful  that  the  Commons  should 
fcsiaUy  ibtir  own  care  in  examining  our  jour- 
*b»,  reflect  on  us  for  not  looking  into  our  own 
bttki,  and  at  the  same  time  cite  two  prece- 
pts* to  which  they  are  entirely  .mistitkeu,  and 
•tub  prove  the  direct  coutrary  to  wbat  is  iu- 
kfr«l  from  them. 

u The  Lords  in  their  Representation  atlirm, 
‘mt  the  Commoos,  by  appealing  directly  »o  the 
l-uoue  against  tlie  House  of  I/>rds,  and  charg- 
**  them  »»tb  attempts  of  the  highest  nature, 

* first  asking  n conference,  had  done  n 
iii$anpr;ctdru:ed.  The  Commons,  to  prove 

•e  eooirarf,  ate  tl»e  Address  presented  to  your 
behalf  of  the  bishop  of  Worcester, 


and  the  Address  of  the  Lords  to  the  late  king 
on  behalf  of  four  lords  npiied  in  their  .Address. 
We  crave  leave  to  state  those  two  cases  : The 
Commons  hud  censured  the  bishop  of  Worces- 
ter without  giving  him  any  opportunity  of  being 
beard  : 1 hey  hud  voted  him  unchristian,  which 
surely  is  aspersing  the  innocent  without  possi- 
biliiy  of  reparation,  as  well  as  it  was  condemn- 
ing him  without  a trial,  and  made  an  Address 
to  your  majesty  to  remove  him  from  being 
almoner.  1 his  proceeding  seemed  very  extra- 
ordinary with  respect  to  your  majesty;  and 
verv  unparliamentary  with  respect  to  the  House 
of  Lords,  of  which  the  Bishop  writs  a member, 
and  yet  no  notice  was  taken  of  them : Upon 
this  the  Lords  made  an  application  to  your 
majesty  on  behuif  of  the  reverend  prelate,  that 
he  might  not  sutler  in  your  majesty’s  opinion, 
before  be  bad  an  opportunity  of  making  hit 
defence. 

“ The  case  of  the  four  Lords  was  this  ; the 
Commons  having  ut  the  bar  of  the  House  of 
Lords  impeached  them  for  high  crimes  and  mis- 
demeanors, the  next  day  made  an  Address  to 
the  late  king  to  remove  them  from  hi»  presence 
nod  councils  for  ever:  The  House  of  Lords 
thought  this  no  nttempt  of  the  highest  nature 
upon  their  judicature,  that  while  the  causes 
were  depending  before  them  in  parliament,  the 
Commons  should  quit  the  part  they  had  taken 
of  nccosers,  and  pretend  to  be  the  judges  them- 
selves, and  solicit  the  king  toput  tiicir  sentence 
in  execution  immediately.  But  yet  lliey  pro- 
ceeded to  act  with  such  a moderation  as  was 
scarce  to  he  justified  ; they  forbore  expostu- 
lating with  the  Commons,  much  less  did  they 
appeal  to  the  throne  against  them;  tliey  only 
desired  the  king  not  to  pass  any  censure  upon 
them  before  they  wera  tried  ; they  took  no 
notice  that  the  Commons  had  made  any  ad- 
dress, and  only  endeavoured  to  prevent  the  in- 
justice and  oppression  which  might  have  been 
done  to  their  own  members,  and  the  affront 
offered  to  their  judicature,  without  making  the 
least  reflection  en  this  proceeding;  and  they 
had  no  other  way  of  acting,  for  no  conference 
could  have  preveuted  the  impression  time  might 
have  hern  made  on  the  king  by  such  an  applir 
cation  of  the  Commons. 

“ Besides,  in  both  these  cases  tlie  Common# 
were  the  aggressors;  they  first  applied  to  the 
throne,  and  made  it  necessary  for  the  Lords  to 
follow  them.  Thus  far  these  instances  may  be 
of  use  to  shew  by  what  steps  the  Commons  rose 
to  this  way  of  addressing  against  the  House  of 
Lords ; they  began  these  attempts  in  the  case 
of  particulnr  lairds,  which  now  they  put  in 
practice  against  the  w hole  body  of  the  peers. 

“ The  Lords  will  think  themselves  concerned 
in  all  times,  to  observe  and  maintain  the  law# 
and  usage  of  parliaments,  in  impeachments, 
and  this  they  did  with  all  possible  exactness 
upon  the  occasion  of  the  impeachments  of  those 
four  Iinrds;  but  tliey  could  not  judge  it  rea- 
sonable to  let  the  uccusers  share  with  them  in 
their  judicature.  And  if  the  Commons  io 
times  to  emr.v  shall  so  far  ibrget  themselves,  as 
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to  endeavour  to  blast  men's  reputation,  by  ex- 
hibiting articles,  when  they  are  nut  able  or  pre- 
pared to  maintain  tbeir  charge,  the  Lords  will 
always  look  upon  themselves  as  bound  to  do 
equal  justice  and  discharge  the  innocent. 
Nothing  can  truly  lessen  or  weaken  the  force 
and  awe  of  impeachments,  but  a partial  use  of 
them:  While  they  continue  to  be  the  equal 
instrument  of  public  justice,  they  will  have 
their  weight  in  all  places;  but  if  once  they  are 
made  use  of  to  defame  men  only  without 
thoughts  of  bringing  them  to  trial,  impeach- 
ments w ill  lose  their  terror  and  the  House  of 
Commons  will  not  increase  their  honour  or 
authority:  And  if  in  that  case  the  House  of 
Lords  could  not  do.justice  to  the  accused,  they 
would  be  the  only  judicature  which  had  the  un- 
happy power  of  condemning,  but  not  of  ac- 
quitting. 

“ The  Lords  are  far  from  pretending  to  be 
the  sole  examiners  of  conspiracies,  if  the  Com- 
mons will  do  their  duly  in  concerning  them- 
selves for  the  public  safety ; but  if  they  will 
shew  so  little  seal  as  the  gentlemen  of  this 
House  of  Commons  have  done;  if,  when  they 
are  told  of  conspiracies  from  the  throue,  they 
will  concern  themselves  so  little  as  to  leave  the 
enquiry  to  others,  the  Lords  must  of  consequence 
be  the  sole  enquirers,  or  else  parliaments  must 
be  totally  excluded  from  such  examinations. 

44  The  Commons  in  their  second  Address 
complain,  that  they  are  accused  most  un- 
justly of  exciting  and  earnestly  desiring  your 
majesty  to  exert  your  prerogative  against  die 
House  of  Lords.  The  words  of  their  first 
Address  are  so  plain,  that  no  other  constuction 
could  be  reasonably  put  upon  them,  and  we 
are  now  very  sure  we  did  not  mistake  their 
meaning,  since  in  the  Votes  which  they  have  ] 
laid  before  your  majesty,  they  have  thought 
fit  to  explain  themselves,  and  m direct  terms 
desire  your  majesty  to  re-assume  the  just  ex- 
ercise of  your  prerogative,  and  take  to  yourself 
the  examination  of  the  matters  relating  to  the 
conspiracy. 

, “ There  needs  no  wresting  or  straining  these 
words,  to  justify  the  interpretation  we  made  of 
their  first  Address,  and  surely  they  had  forgot 
what  they  said  in  their  second,  when  they 
came  to  pass  thoso  Votes,  by  which  the  since- 
rity of  their  professions,  when  they  pretend  to 
desire  that  the  remembrance  of  those  unhappy 
differences  may  be  blotted  out,  does  best  ap- 
pear. But  we  are  still  at  a loss  to  know  what 
they  truly  mean  by  your  majesty’s  re-assuming 
your  just  prerogative. 

“ Your  majesty  was  pleased  to  lay  the  pa- 
pers relating  to  the  Conspiracy  before  us,  aud 
you  have  given  your  royal  approbation  to  the 
method  in  which  we  had  put  the  examination  : 
and  it  seems  a strange  averseness  to  parliamen- 
tary enquiries,  that  they  would  not  leave  it 
possible,  even  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
crown,  for  either  house  of  parliament  to  enquire 
into  conspiracies  ; though  at  the  same  time  we 
must  freely  own,  that  if  this  power  be  not 
lodged  io  us  by  the  constitution,  it  ought  not. 


nor,  indeed,  cannot  be  given  and  delegate 
by  the  crown. 

**  Most  gracious  sovereign,  we  humbly  at 
pardon  for  having  detained  you  so  long,  upc 
a subject  which  cannot  but  be  disagreeable' 
your  majesty. — We  lieg  leave  to  conclud 
with  expressing  the  just  sense  we  have  of  tb 
virtuous  and  truly  royal  moderation,  whii 
your  majesty  has  shewn  upon  this  occasion, 
not  suffering  yourself  to  be  prevailed  upon, 
do  any  thing  to  the  prejudice  ol  the  constitute 
from  whatsoever  hands  the  invitation  come 
It  shall  be  our  daily  prayers  to  Almighty  Go 
that  he  will  long  preserve  and  prosper  your  ni 
jesty  for  the  good  of  this  kingdom  ; and  t h 
your  reign  may  be  ns  glorious  nil  the  wot 
over,  as  it  is  happy  to  all  your  people.” 

Annexed  to  the  above  Address,  was  ti 
following  List  of  Precedents. 

Precedents  out  of  the  Journals  of  the  Hon 
of  Lords. 

May  22,  1675.  A paper  was  presented 
the  House,  being  Examinations  taken  by  sou 
Justices  of  the  Peace  in  the  county  of  Sun 
concerning  some  blasphemous  speeches  spoL 
by  John  Taylor  now  a prisoner  at  the  gaol 
Guilford,  which  paper  being  read,  the  Hou 
ordered  as  follows : 

Ordered,  That  the  serjeant  at  arms  bring 
safe  custody  to  the  bar  of  this  house,  on  Fridj 
next,  at  ten  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon,  tl 
body  of  the  said  John  Taylor. 

Oct.  21,  1678.  His  majesty  acquaints  tl 
Lords  and  Commons  with  a Plot  against  b 
person,  in  a speech,  part  of  which  speec 
so  far  as  relates,  to  the  Plot,  follows,  in  ha 
verba  : 

44  I now  intend  to  acquaint  you,  (ns  I shi 
always  do  with  any  thing  that  concerns  um 
that  I have  been  informed  of  a design  again 
iny  person  by  the  Jesuits;  of  which  I shall  forbe 
my  opinion,  lest  I may  seem  too  say  to  iuuc 
or  too  little,  but  I will  leave  the  matter  to  ti 
law ; and,  in  the  mean  time,  will  take  as  iuu» 
care  as  I can,  to  prevent  all  manner  of  pra 
tices  by  that  sort  of  men  and  of  others  to 
who  having  been  tampering  in  a high  degree  1 
foreigners,  and  contriving  how  to  iotrodu. 
popery  among  us.* 

Whereupon,  the  House  made  the  folio wj. 
Address; 

44  We  your  majesty’s  most  dutiful  and  Joy 
subjects,  the  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal 
arliaroent  assembled^ having  been  acquaint! 
y your  majesty,  that  there  is  information  gm 
of  a horrible  design  against  your  mnjest) 
sacred  life,  (which  God  long  preserve)  a 
humble  suitors  to  your  majesty,  that  you  wcu 
vouchsafe  to  communicate  to  us  (as  far 
our  majesty  shall  think  fit)  such  papers 
ave  any  tendency  to  the  discovery  thereof,  . 
of  any  other  design  against  the  Protestant  r 
lieion,  as  it  is  now  etsablished  in  the  clmn 
of  England,  that  we  may  use  our  utmost  e 
deavours  to  serve  your  majesty,  according 
our  bounden  duty  aud  allegiance. 
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Oct.  23, 1678.  The  papers  concerning  the  | 
plot  were  delivered  to  the  deputy  clerk  of  the  : 
parliaments,  by  one  of  the  clerks  of  tfie  council.  < 
Lords  Committees  were  appointed  to  con-  j 
Her  of  the  papers  transmitted  from  the  coun- 
cil by  his  majesty’s  directions,  concerning  the 
tiscoiery  of  the  horrid  design  against  his  ma- 
jesty's sacred  person,  or  uf  any  other  desigu  j 
«2aiost  bis  majesty,  or  bb  kingdom,  by  intro-  | 
thdog popery,  whose  lordships  have  power  to  | 
•end  for  persons,  papers,  and  records,  as  they  | 
shall  see  cause/  J 

Oct  30,  1678.  Ordered,  That  Nathanial 
Thomson,  who  is  now  in  the  custody  of  Wil- 
ks® Sorocold,  for  printing  popish  hooks  fur 
Jair.es  Thomson,  shall  stand  committed  to  the 
prson  of  the  Gate-house,  at  Westminster,  du- 
ring the  pleasure  of  this  f louse. 

Oct.  31,  1678.  Ordered,  That  the  Lords 
piA  white  staves  do  attend  his  majesty,  h uni- 
ty to  desire  him  from  this  House,  that  the 
*p*pen  of  $lr.  Whitebread  and  Mr.  Micho, 
pferh  I rave  been  read  at  the  Council-Table, 
tar  be  by  his  majesty's  command,  brought 
fctfore  the  Committee  to  examine  papers,  re- 
•htiiig  to  the  horrid  design  against  his  majesty; 

also  that  the  clerks  of  the  Council  may 
br.ng  the  minutes,  taken  by  them,  upon  the 
elimination  of  Titus  Oates,  and  others,  be- 
•fcretfce  Council,  concerning  tins  matter. 

Nov.  4,  1678.  Ordered,  That  the  Lords 
Committees  appointed  to  examine  the  Lords 
afcoare  prisoners  in  the  Tcwer  of  London,  for 
trvnson,  shall  also  examine  sucli  other  persons, 
are  no*  prisone  rs  in  the  Tower  lor  treason, 
as  their  iurd^htps  shall  think  lit,  and  also  sir 
LiJ  > Leighton, now  prisoner  in  Newgate  ; and 
the  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  England  do  as- 
their  lordships  at  such  times  as  they  shall 
Mpotot ; and  that  one  of  the  clerks  of  the 
rrnvj  Council  do  attend  their  lordships. 

Nav.  8,  1678.  Ordered,  That  the  Lords, 
f*®h  white  staves,  do  attend  his  majesty,  h uni- 
ty to  desire  from  this  House,  that  the  letter  of 
Mr.  Coleman,  of  the  29th  of  September,  1675, 
to  fother  Le  Chese,  and  another  of  his  to  father 
le  Chese,  wherein  he  owns  the  seuding  the 
letter,  and  monsieur  Le  Chese 's  letter, 
j •strtbj  he  owns  the  receipt  thereof,  which 
not  been  read  in  this  House,  may,  by  his 
t^e^y’s  Order,  be  brought  hither. 

Tie  Lord  Treasurer  reported  bis  majesty's 
Answer, 

‘ That  his  majesty  will  give  Order,  that  the 
‘fe-d  Letters  shall  be  brought  to  this  House,  as 
* scoq  as  may  be/ 

Nov  18,  1678.  Ordered,  That  Edward 
CoUiaan,  now  a prisoner  in  Newgate  for  trea- 
*■»  le  brought  by  the  keeper  of  Newgate, 
t-.W  the  Lords  Committees  to  peruse  letters 
papm,  to  morrow  at  nine  of  the  clock  in 
fre  forenoon ; and  that  the  duke  of  Monmouth 
b:  desired  to  send  a sufficient  guard  of  soldiers, 
to  amt  the  keeper  of  Newgate,  in  the  service 
0!  ^ong  and  returning  Edward  Coleman. 
Ordered,  That  the  Lords,  wit!/ white  staves, 
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do  humbly  desire  his  majesty,  that  his  majesty 
w ill  please  to  give  Order,  that  the  papers  of 
Mr.  Goodwin,  now  in  the  hands  of  the  clerk* 
of  the  Council,  may  be  brought  before  the 
Lords  Committees  appointed  to  consider  of, 
and  prepare  the  evidences  for  the  trial  of  Mr. 
Coleman. 

Nov.  23,  1678.  Ordered,  That  the  serjeant 
at  arms  attending  this  House,  bis  deputy,  or 
deputies,  do  forthwith  repair  t > Stratford  upon 
Avon  it)  Warwickshire,  and  bring  thence  the 
body  of  Mr.  John  Gerard,  supposed  to  be  a 
priest,  and  one  other  person  mentioned,  hue 
not  named,  (in  a letter  dated  there  the  20th  of 
November)  and  subscribed  Simon  Calc,  mayor, 
John  Woitner  ; in  which  it  is  recited,  that  they 
were  in  custody  there,  for  refusing  the  oath  of 
allegiance,  and  bring  them  in  safe  custody  to 
the  bar  of  this  House. 

Dec.  27,  1678.  Ordered,  That  Dr.  Lower 
and  Dr.  Warner,  be,  and  are  hereby  appointed 
to  visit  Mr.  White,  ulias  Whitebread,  being 
sick  near  Weld  house,  and  give  this  Home  an 
account  to  morrow  morning,  in  what  condition 
of  health  they  find  him. 

Nov.  28,  1673.  Ordered,  That  the  clerk  of 
his  majesty’s  privy  council,  in  whose  custody 
the  depositions  lately  taken  at  l he  Council- 
board  are,  which  concern  the  queen’s  njnjestT* 
be,  and  is  thereby  appointed  to  bring  the  said 
depositions  before  this  house  to  morrow  at  nino 
of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Nov.  29,  1678.  The  House  received  an  ac- 
count, that  Dr.  Lower  and  Dr.  Warner  have 
visited  Whitebread,  and  they  find  that  his  for- 
mer distempers  have  left  him,  ami  he  hath  now 
only  a tertian  ague;  and  their  opiuiou  is,  that 
he  may  be  removed  safely  upon  bis  intermitting 
days:  It  is  ordered,  that  the  Serjeant  at  arms 
attending  this  House,  shall  to  morrow,  attach 
the  bo  ly  of  Mr.  White  alias  Whitebread,  and 
carry  him  forthwith  to  the  prison  of  Newgate, 
there  to  remain  in  safe  custody,  till  he  shall  be 
delivered  hy  due  course  of  law. 

Upon  information  given  to  this  House,  that 
one  Daniel  Maccarty,  a Romish  priest,  is  now 
under  custody  in  Thetford  in  the  county  of 
Norfolk,  It  is  ordered,  That  the  serjeunt  at 
arms  attending  this  House,  his  deputy  or  depu- 
ties,  shall  fortlm  ith  repair  to  Thettord  aforesaid, 
and  bring  thence  the  body  of  the  said  Daniel 
Maccarty,  in  safe  custody  to  the  bar  of  this  house. 

Dec.  20,  1678.  Whereas  Daniel  Maccarty, 
a Romish  priest,  was,  by  Order  of  the  29th  of 
November  last,  brought  from  the  jail  of  Thet- 
ford in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  by  the  serjeaut 
at  arms  attending  this  House,  and  is  now  in  his 
custody  here  ; it  is  this  day  ordered,  by  the 
Lords  spiritual  and  remporai,  in  parliament  as- 
sembled, that  the  Lord*  Committees  for  exa- 
mining persons  and  papers,  for  discovery  of 
the  horrid  design  against  his  majesty's  person 
aud  government,  shall  examine  the  said  Daniel 
Maccarty  And  if  their  lordships  find,  that  he 
is  not  charged  with  any  particulars  relating  to 
the  said  design,  he  is  to  be  remitted  and  left 
to  the  law  ; but  if  otherwise,  their  lordshipi 
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»re  to  report  to  the  House  what  they  Cud  con- 
cern  og  nun* 

Dec.  3,  1678.  Upon  information  given  to 
this  House,  by  the  lord  Windsor,  that  one  Ed- 
ward Whitaker  stands  committed  in  the  city 
of  Worcester,  for  some  unbecoming  words  by 
him  uttered,  as  is  certified  in  a letter  to  hi', 
lordship,  signed  Jo.  Tyas,  mayor : It  is  ordered, 
that  the  said  Mr.  Whitaker  shall  give  bail  before 
the  mayor  of  Worcester,  for  his  appearance 
before  the  Lords  in  parliament,  withm  eight 
days  next  after  such  lull  given. 

Dee.  18,  167B.  Edward  Whitaker  being 
called  for,  to  answer  the  charge  against  him, 
sent  up  from  the  mayor  of  Worcester,  but 
being  not  to  be  found,  It  is  ordered,  that  if  the 
•aid  Edward  Whitaker  come  not,  and  render 
himself  before  the  house  rises,  he  shall  be  at- 
tached; and  he  not  coming,  it  is  ordered  by  the 
Lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  in  parliament 
assembled,  That  the  serjeant  at  arms  attending 
this  House,  or  his  deputy,  do  forthwith  attach 
the  body  of  Edward  Whitaker  of  London, 
gentleman,  and  bring  him  in  safe  custody  to  the 
bar  of  this  house  to-morrow  morning,  to  an- 
swer to  the  informations  put  into  this  house, 
upon  oath,  against  him  : And  this  shall  be  a 
sufficient  warrant  on  that  behalf. 

Dec.  14,1678.  Whereas  Edward  Whitaker 
was  this  day  brought  to  the  bar  by  the  serjeant 
at  arms  attending  this  house,  to  answer  to  the  in- 
formations against  him,  which  he  denies,  alledg- 
ing, that  he  hath  witnesses  to  clear  himself  of 
the  mutters  charged  on  him ; Upon  considera- 
tion had  thereof,  it  is  ordered,  by  the  Lords 
spiritual  and  tern  porn  1,  in  parliament  assembled, 
That  the  said  Edward  Whitaker  mav,and  shall 
have  order  for  summoning  his  said  witnesses, 
to  be  heard  viva  voce,  oil  the  second  day  of  the 
sitting  of  the  parliament,  next  after  Christmas, 
if  he  desires  it;  at  which  lime  also  the  wit- 
nesses, who  have  informed  against  him,  shall  be 
summoned  to  be  heard  vita  voce;  and  that  in 
the  mean  time,  the  said  serjeant  at  arms  shall 
deliver  the  said  Edward  Whitaker,  into  the 
piison  of  Newgate,  there  to  remain  in  safe 
custody  till  further  order:  And  this  shall  be  a 
sufficient  warrant  on  that  behalf. 

Dec.  3,  1078.  Upon  information  given  to 

this  House,  that  one Barnesly,  a 

Romish  priest,  is  now  under  custody  in  the  city 
of  Worcester;  it  is  ordered, That  the  serjenntat 
Arms  attending  to  this  House,  his  deputy,  or 
deputies,  shall  forthwith  repair  to  the  city  of 
Worcester,  and  bring  thence  the  body  of  the 

•aid Barnesly,  in  safe  custody,  to 

this  House. 

Dec.  11,  1678.  Whereas  Ilennr  Bnrnesly, 
who  was  by  order  of  this  House,  sent  for  from 
the  gaol  of  Worcester,  was  this  day  brought  to 
the  bar  by  the  serjeant  nt  amis  attending  this 
House,  and  there  examined,  being  supposed  to 
be  a Popish  priest ; it  is  ordered,  by  the  Lords 
soiritumand  temporal, in  parliament  assembled, 
That  the  said  Henry  Barnesly  shall,  by  the  said 
serjeant  at  arms,  or  his  deputy  or  deputies,  be 
returned  into  the  gaol  in  Worcester,  there  io  re- 


main in  safe  custody,  until  he  shall  be  thenc* 
delivered  by  due  course  of  law  : And  this  dial 
be  a sufficient  warrant  on  that  t>ehalf. 

Dec.  23,  1678.  Upon  reading  the  petitini 
of  Henry  Barnesly,  now  in  the  custody  of  l \a 
serjeant  ut  arms  attending  this  House,  shew 
ing,  that,  being  by  order  of  this  House  brough 
from  Worcester,  and,  by  like  oi der,  to  be  r*! 
turned  t! . it  her  again  ; and  that  being  very  oh 
and  sickly,  he  is  not  able  to  bear  the  journey  ii 
this  hard  season  of  the  year;  and  thereior 
praying,  that  he  may  icmuin  lure  upon  hail:  1 
is  ordered,  by  the  Lords  spiritual  and  tempore 
in  parliament  assembled,  that  the  said  Hear 
Barnesly  (being  charged  to  be  a Popish  Fries! 
shall,  by  the  said  serjeant  at  Arms,  he  dc 
livered  into  the  prison  of  the  King’s  Bend 
tiierc  to  remain  in  safe  custody,  till  he  b 
better  able  to  be  returned  to  Worcester,  i 
order  to  his  trial  there;  and  this  shall  be 
sufficient  warrant  on  that  behalf. 

Dec.  6,  1678.  Upon  report  made  by  th 
earl  of  Clarendon,  from  the  Lords’  commute* 
to  examine  persons,  and  papers,  &c.  that  the 
lordships  think  it  necessary  that  sir  Henry  Tic! 
borne,  a Popish  recusant,  now  prisoner  in  th 
gaol  at  Winchester,  be  brought  up  to  town : 1 
is  ordered,  that  ihe  Serjeant  nt  Arms  nttendia 
this  house,  his  deputy  or  deputies,  shall  ford 
with  repair  to  Winchester,  and  bring  thence  th 
said  sir  Henry  Tichhorne,  and  deliver  him  int 
his  majesty’s  Tower  of  London,  there  to  rema; 
in  safe  custody,  till  farther  order ; and  this  sha. 
be  a sufficient  warrant  in  that  behalf. 

To  sir  George  Charnock,  knight,  serjeant 
at  arms,  attending  this  House,  and  to 
tlie  Keeper  of  the  Gnol  at  Winchester, 
aud  to  the  Constable  of  his  majesty’s 
Tower  of  London,  and  their  respective 
deputies ; as  also,  to  all  his  majesty’# 
officers,  civil  aud  military,  to  be  aiding 
and  assisting  in  this  seivice. 

Dec.  20, 1678.  Upon  information  given  t 
this  House  upon  oath,  that  Thomas  Than 
now,  or  late,  servant  to  Richard  Tasbrouf- 
esq. ; hath  uttered  dangerous  and  treasonaU 
words,  and  that  he  is  at  present  in  the  gaol  i 
Bury  in  Suffolk  : It  is  ordered,  that  the  serjear 
at  arms  attending  this  House,  or  his  deputy  a 
deputies,  shall  forthwith  repair  to  Bury,  ■» 
bring  ll.cnce  the  said  Thomas  Thorn,  in 
custody  to  the  bar  of  this  house,  to  bus** 
thereunto. 

Dec.  21,  1678.  Whereas  Richard  Tat 
brough,  esq. ; was  tills  day  brought  to  the  bin 
by  the  serjeant  at  arms,  and  denied  all  th- 
was  alledged  against  him;  and  whereas  there! 
a warrant  of  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  ol  Fra 
land,  issued  against  him  ; it  is  ordered,  that  rh 
serjeant  nt  arms  deliver  the  said  Richar 
Tasbrough  in  safe  custody,  t«»  such  person  c 
persons  as  the  Lord  Chiet  Justice  of  Englan 
slia'l  direct. 

March  29,  1679.  Upon  information  giTf1 
to  this  house,  tlut  Kichued  Tusbrough, 
who  is  charged  to  be  guilty  of  the  hue  ko/ru 
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conspiracy,  for  which  he  was  committed-  to 
the  prison  of  the  King’s  Bench,  hath  since 
teen  enlarged,  upon  bail,  and  is  now  to  he 
bright  to  bis  trial  at  the  assizes  at  Bury,  iu 
tittcuonty  of  Suffolk:  Upon  consideration  had 
oi  (be  case  of  the  said  Richard  Tasbrough,  it 
u ordered,  by  the  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal, 
ia  parliament  assembled,  that  the  judge  of  assize 
lor  (bat  county  be,  aud  is  hereby  directed,  that 
ti  lordship  proceed  no  further  upon  tlie  trial 
of  the  said  Richard  Tasbrough,  than  to  the 
ladicrrocDt  of  him,  and  the  finding  thereof  by 
the  Grand  Jury;  and  that  the  said  Richard 
Tijbrougii  may  be  safely  sent  up  to  London,  in 
order  to  his  trial,  to  be  had  at  the  liar  of  the 
e&crt  of  King’s  Bench.  And  it  is  further 
ordered,  that  Mr.  Thomas  Beake,  one  of  the 
aesseogers  attending  his  majesty’s  Council* 
leaid,  be,  and  is  hereby  authorized  and  re- 
quired, with  nil  speed,  to  attend  the  said  judge 
w aaaize  for  this  purpose,  and  to  take  care  of 
U*  execution  of  this  order,  as  to  the  bringing 
op  ti*  said  Richard  Tasbrough  in  safe  custody, 
iuorderto  his  intended  trial:  And  for  so  doiug 
lbs  shall  he  a sufficient  warrant. 

December  26,  J678.  Ordered,  That  it  be 
referred  to  the  Lords*  committees  for  examin- 
ing persons  and  papers,  to  examine  Richard 
Tasbrougb  and  Thomas  Thorn. 

Upon  information  to  this  House  by  the  lord 
x-5count  Newport,  that  one  Valentine  Ilar- 
coort,  a Popish  priest,  is  taken,  and  now  in 
ea«odj  in  the  gaol  of  Shrewsbury  : It  is  order- 
«,  that  tiie  Sheriff  for  the  county  of  Salop,  be, 
tal  is  hereby  required,  to  take,  and  give  order 
for  the  sending  of  the  said  Valentine  Harcourt 
in  sale  custody,  to  appear  at  the  bar  of  this 
krase,  and  that  the  charge  of  the  said  Sheriff 
uali  be  allowed  upon  his  account  in  the  Court 
•f  Exchequer.  And  it  is  ordered,  that  the 
Swnffs  of  the  respective  counties,  through 
ytach  the  said  V alentine  Harcourt  shall  pass 
la  fiis  being  sent  up,  as  aforesaid,  be  aiding  and 
*MKing  to  the  furtherance  thereof,  as  occasion 
Ball  require. 

March  21,  1678*9.  Upon  report  made  from 
the  Lords'  committees,  for  examining  matters 
fchhiig  to  the  discovery  of  the  late  horrid  con- 
*P***y,  that  capt.  Francis  Spalding,  deputy  go- 
♦rrnor  of  Chepstow  Castle,  who  was,  by  order 
of  tins  house,  dated  the  21st  day  of  Nov.  last, 
Emitted  to  the  prison  of  the  King’s  Bench, 
f*  matters  wherewith  he  stands  charged,  hath 
Bnc*  that  time  been  enlarged  upou  bail,  and 
hereupon  hail,  commands  still  at  Chepstow 
Cwle,  ns  deputy  governor,  and  hath  mi&he- 
himself,  as  hath  appeared  to  the  said 
lords’  committees:  it  is  thereupon  ordered,  by 

Lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  in  parliament 
•‘’-HinWed,  that  the  serjeant  at  arms  attend- 

this  House,  or  his  deputy  or  deputies,  do 
•^hwidi  attach  the  body  of  the  said  Francis 
Riding,  and  bring  him  in  safe  custody  to  the 
of  this  House : And  this  shall  be  a sufficient 
•wanton  that  behalf. 

March  27,  1679.  Captain  Francis  Spald- 
brought  to  the  bar  by  the  serjeant  at 


anus,  was  asked,  whether  he  is  not  under 
hail?  which  he  acknowledged;  and  that  Sir 
Ralph  Delaval  and  Mr.  Banks  are  his  bail, 
taken  in  the  King’s  Bench ; and  being  asked 
why  he  went  down  to  Chepstow  Castle,  being 
a prisoner  under  bail,  and  by  whose  order?  he 
said,  he  had  no  order  for  it,  but  went  of  hii 
own  head.  Then  the  matter  wherewith  he 
was  charged,  and  for  which  he  was  committed 
on  the  21st  of  November  last,  was  read,  and 
olso  the  deposition  of  Thomas  Crowder,  a sol- 
dier of  that  garrison,  was  read,  5tc. 

Whereas  Captain  Francis  Spalding,  who  was 
on  the  21st  November  last  committed  to  the 
prison  of  the  King’s  Bench,  there  to  remain 
m safe  custody  till  further  order,  hath  since 
procured  his  enlargement  upon  bail,  and  re- 
paired to  Chepstow  Castle,  as  deputy  governor 
thereof,  and  misbehaved  himself  there,  as  ap- 
peareth  by  the  deposition  of  Thomas  Crowder, 
aud  other  matters,  upon  which  lie  was  this  day 
examined  at  the  bar,  being  now  in  custody  of 
the  serjeant  at  arms  attending  this  House:  It 
is  ordered  by  the  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal, 
in  parliament  assembled,  that  the  said  Francis 
Spalding  be  re-committed  to  the  prison  of  th* 
King’s  Bench,  there  to  remain  in  safe  custody, 
till  further  order ; and  that  the  said  serjeant 
at  arms,  or  his  deputy,  take  care  to  convey 
him,  the  said  Francis  Spalding,  to  the  said 
prison : And  this  shall  be  a sufficient  warrant 
on  that  behalf. 

March  25,  1679.  Upon  report  made  by 
the  earl  of  Clarendon,  from  the  Lords*  commit- 
tees for  examining  matters  relating  to  the  disco- 
very of  the  late  horrid  conspiracy,  that  their 
lordships  are  of  opinion,  that  Edward  Turner,  a 
Priest  and  Jesuit,  who  hath  been  examined  be- 
fore them,  aud  is  now  in  the  custody  of  Francis 
Strutt,  a messenger,  should  he  committed  to  pri- 
son : It  is  ordered,  that  the  said  Francis  Strutt 
shall  forthwith  deliver  the  said  Edward  Turner 
into  the  prison  of  the  Gate-house,  at  Westmin- 
ster, there  to  remain  as  a prisoner,  till  he  shall 
be  delivered  by  due  course  of  law. 

To  Francis  Strutt,  messenger,  his  deputy 
or  depur ies,  and  to  the  keeper  of  the 
prison  of  the  Gate-house, 

April  15,1679.  W’hereas,  sir  William  An- 
drews is  seized  on,  and  brought  to  town  in 
custody,  as  an  agent  in  the  late  horrid  conspU 
racy  against  the  king:  It  is  this  day  ordered, 
that  the  officer  in  w hose  custody  Xhe  said  sir 
William  Andrews  is,  shall  forthwith  deliver  the 
said  sir  W illiam  Andrews  into  the  prison  of  the 
Gate-house  at  Westminster,  there  to  remain  a 
prisoner,  till  further  order. 

April  28,  1G79.  Upon  report  from  the 
Lords*  committees  for  examining  matters  re- 
lating to  the  discovery  of  the  late  horrid  con- 
spiracy, that  their  lordships  have  received  in- 
formation made  upon  oath,  that  sir  William 
Andrews,  now  a prisoner  in  the  Gate- house,  at 
Westminster,  is  engaged  in  the  conspiracy 
against  his  majesty’s  person  and  government: 
It  is  thereupon  ordered,  by  tha  Lord*  ipirituai 
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and  temporal,  in  parliament  assembled,  that  , 
the  keeper  of  the  Gate-house  aforesaid,  be,  and 
is  hereby  required  to  take  care,  that  the  said  sir 
William  Andrews  be  forthwith  conveyed  and 
safely  delivered  into  the  Tower  of  London, 
there  to  remain  a prisoner,  till  he  shall  be  dis- 
charged by  due  course  of  law ; and  for  so 
doing  this  shall  he  a sufficient  warrant.  / 

April  21,  1679.  . Upon  report  from  the  com- 
mittee for  examinations,  that  James  Allen, 
who  was  taken  into  custody,  being  charged 
with  encouraging  Elizabeth  Oxley  to  fire  | 
houses,  hath  been  examined  by  your  lordships, 
and  d»  nieih  what  is  charged  upon  liim;  and  in 
regurd  lire  examinations  taken  concerning  a 
house  fired  in  Fetter-lane,  ore  before  a commit- 
tee »>f  Commons:  It  is  ordered,  that  the  ser- 
jeant  at  arms  attending  this  House,  do  forth- 
with carry  the  said  James  Allen  to  the  said 
Committee,  to  be  examined,  and  disposed  of  as 
they  please. 

Upon  report  from  the  committee  of  exami- 
nations, ili.it  their  lordships  think  it  necessary 
that  William  Stur-'e*,  now  a prisoner  in  the 
gaol  at  Chelmsford,  should  be  brought  to  town : 
It  is  ordered,  that  the  scijeant  at  arms  at- 
tending this  House,  do  forthwith  repair  to  the 
gaol  at  Chelmsford,  in  Essex,  and  bring  thence 
the  body  of  tlie  said  William  Sturges,  and  de- 
liver him  into  the  prison  of  the  Gate-house,  at 
Westmiuster,  there  to  remain  a prisoner  till 
further  order. 

April  23,  1679.  Upon  report  from  the 
Lords’  committees  for  examinations,  that  their 
lordships  find  it  requisite,  that  David  Lewis,  | 
who  hath  been  tried  and  condemned  as  a 
Popish  priest,  at  the  assizes  held  for  the  coun- 
ty of  Moumouth,  and  is  now  in  gaol  there,  may 
he  brought  to  town  : It  is  ordered,  that  the 
sheriff  for  the  county  of  Monmouth  be,  and  is 
hereby  required  to  take  care,  and  give  order 
for  the  speedy  conveying  the  said  David  Lewis, 
in  safety,  from  the  said  gaol,  to  be  delivered 
into  the  prison  of  Newgate,  the  charges  of 
which  service  shall  be  allowed  to  the  said  she- 
riff upon  his  account  in  the  Exchequer. 

The  like  order  for  Roger  Haiiahp,  in  the 
gaol  at  Gloucester. 

Tbe  like  order  for  John  Kemple,  in  the  gaol 
at  Hereford. 

The  like  order  for  Francis  Johnson,  alias 
Webb,  in  the  gaol  at  Worcester. 

May  8,  1679.  The  earl  of  Clarendon  re- 
porter! from  the  Lords’  committees  for  exami- 
nations, that  William  Iiurcourt  the  Jesuit  is 
taken,  and  now  in  the  hands  of  the  officer  that 
took  him  : It  is  ordered,  that  tbe  said  William 
Harcourt  be  brought  to  the  bar  presently. 

Eodem  die , p.  n.  William  Harcourt  was 
brought  to  tbe  bar,  and  being  there  charged 
with  treason,  the  House  made  the  following 
Order  : 

u Whereas  William  Harri«on,  alias  Har- 
court, was  this  day  brought  to  the  bar,  and  was 
there  charged  with  High  Treason  : It  is  order- 
ed, that  the  gentleman-usher  of  the  black  rod, 
attending  this  House,  do  take  special  care, 


forthwith  to  convey  the  said  William  Harrison, 
alias  Harcourt,  in  safety  to  Newgate,  there  to 
remain  a prisoner,  till  he  shall  be  discharged 
by  due  course  of  law.” 

To  the  Gentleuian-Usher  of  the  Black- 
Rod,  attending  this  House,  &c. 

May  19,  1679.  Whereas  Richard  Gerrard, 
esq.  ; is  charged  upon  oath  with  treason  : It  is 
ordered  that  the  keeper  of  the  prison  of  the 
Gate-house,  at  Westminster,  (in  whose  custody 
the  said  Richard  Gerrard  now  is)  be,  and  is 
hereby  required  forthwith  to  take  care  for  the 
conveying  of  the  said  Richard  Gerrard  to  the 
prison  of  Newgate,  there  to  remain  a prisoner, 
'till  be  shall  he  discharged  by  due  course  of  law: 
And  this  shall  be  a sufficient  warrant  in  that 
behalf. 

Oct.  30,1680.  It  being  signified  to  this  House, 
that  Oliver  Plunkct,  the  titular  primate  of  Ard- 
magh,  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  if,  by  his 
majesty's  order,  brought  over  hither,  in  order 
I to  his  trial  here,  and  is  now  in  custody  in  the 
| hands  of  a messenger  : It  is  ordered,  that  the 
messenger,  in  whose  hands  the  said  Oliver 
Plunket  now  is,  be,  and  is  hereby  authorized 
and  required,  forthwith  to  convey  and  deliver 
the  body  of  the  said  Oliver  Plunket  into  the 
prison  of  Newgate,  and  that  the  keeper  of  the 
said  prison  do  keep  him  there  in  safety,  until 
he  shall  be  discharged  by  due  course  of  law: 
And  that  the  said  keeper  and  bis  under-officers 
do  take  care,  that  the  said  Oliver  Plunket  be 
kept  a close  prisoner,  till  the  pleasure  of  this 
House  be  farther  signified ; and  this  shall  be  a 
sufficient  warrant  in  that  behalf. 

To  the  Messenger  in  whose  custody 
the  said  Oliver  Plunket  is,  and  also 
to  the  Keeper  of  the  Prison  of 
Newgate,  his  Deputies  and  Under- 
Officers,  and  every  of  them. 

Jan.  4,  1680.  Ordered,  by  the  Lords  spin* 
tual  and  temporal,  in  parliament  assembled, 
that  Mr.  Attorney  General  do  peruse  the  in- 
formation read  this  day,  and  draw  warrants  for 
the  commitments  of  sir  John  Fitzgerald,  col. 
Pierce  Lacy,  and  lieut.  col.  Bradly,  may  he 
available  in  the  law,  and  attend  the  judges  lor 
their  assistance  therein,  and  present  the  same 
to  the  House  to-morrow,  at  teu  o'clock  in  the 
forenoon. 

Ordered,  That  sir  John  Fitzgerald,  col. 
Pierce  Lacy,  and  lieut.  col.  Bradly,  do  remain 
in  the  custody  of  the  pursuivant,  us  now  they 
are,  till  the  House  gives  further  order. 

Jan.  5,  1680.  Ordered,  by  the  Lords  spiri- 
tual and  temporal,  in  parliament  assembled, 
that  sir  John  Fitzgerald  be  committed  to  the 
Gate-house  for  treason,  in  compassing  lue 
king’s  death,  and  in  levying  war,  and  practising 
to  introduce  a foreign  torce  into  the  kingd°ra 
of  Irelaud,  and  to  depose  the  king  lr°m  1 . 
crown  of  Ireland;  and  that  the  messenger,!® 
whose  hands  the  said  sir  John  Fitzgerald  a,  •*> 
and  is  hereby  authorised  and  required,  fortli- 
with  to  deliver  and  convey  the  body  ol  the*81 
sir  John  Fitzgerald  into  tbe  prison  of  tte  Gate- 
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bouse ; aud  that  the  keeper  of  the  said  prison 
do  receive  and  keep  him  there  in  safe  custody, 
till  he  shall  be  discharged  by  due  course  of 
law  : Aud  this  shall  be  a sutlicient  warrant  in 
uac  behalf. 

Ordered,  by  the  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal 
ia  parliament  assembled,  that  Pierce  Lacy, 
esq.  be  committed  to  Newgate  for  Treason,  in 
cuotpasiiug  the  king's  death,  and  in  levying 
war,  and  practising  to  introduce  a foreign  force 
into  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  to  depose  the 
btag  from  his  crown  of  Ireland  ; and  that  the 
messenger,  iu  whose  hands  the  said  Pierce  Lacy 
tow  it,  be,  and  is  hereby  authorised  and  re- 
qoircd,  forthwith  to  cooyey  and  deliver  the 
body  of  the  said  Pierce  Lacy  into  the  prison  of 
Newgate ; and  that  the  keeper  of  the  said  pri- 
son do  receive,  and  keep  him  there  in  safe  cus- 
tody, until  he  shall  be  discharged  by  due  course 
oi  law : And  this  shall  be  a sutlicient  warrant 
ua  dial  behalf. 

The  like  Order  for  col.  William  Bradly. 

Dec.  10,  1639.  Ordered,  by  the  Loras  spi- 
ritual and  temporal  in  parliament  assembled, 
tbit  Mr.  Vcmatti,  now  in  custody,  do  stand 
ccunauUcd  to  the  gentleman-usher  of  the  black 
rod  attending  this  House.  And  it  is  further  or- 
dered, that  the  said  gentleman- usher  go  to  the 
lodgings  of  the  said  Vernatti,  and  secure  his 
pipers,  and  seal  them  up  in  Ids  presence,  and 
tet  a guard  on  Ins  house  or  lodging. 

PllECEDEKTS  OUt  of  the  JOURNALS  of  the 
Hoes*  of  Commons. 

March  24,  14  Car.  2.  Upon  information, 
tint  George  Withers  had  been  the  author  aud 
publisher  of  a scandalous  and  seditious  pamph- 
•tt,  to  enrage  the  people,  and  to  vilify  and  de- 
fine the  members  of  this  House,  aud  to  blcni- 
ho  the  honour  and  justice  of  this  House,  and 
their  proceedings,  aud  was  now  a prisoner  in 
Newgate, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  George  Withers  be 
bought  in  custody  of  the  Serjeant  at  Arms  at- 
tending this  House,  or  his  Deputy,  to  the  bar 
uftha  bouse,  at  four  o'clock  this  afternoon,  to 
W examined  touching  the  matters  objected 
*5sunst  him ; and  the  keeper  of  Newgate,  or 
® deputy,  is  to  cause  him  to  be  brought  ac- 
COfdiogly. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  do  adjourn  'till  3 
o'clock  this  afternoon. 

George  Withers  being  then  brought  in  custo- 
dy to  the  bar  of  this  House,  and  the  scandalous 
ttdiUous  libel,  with  which  he  stands  charged, 
Utag  shewn  unto  him,  the  same  being  in  two 
dwtiect  papers  ; upon  view  of  the  first  of  them, 
he  declared,  That  the  same  might  be  his  hand, 
but  that  it  was  but  parcel  of  what  he  intended  ; 
«*d  the  other  writing  being  shew n to  him,  he 
cwitesied  the  same  to  be  of  his  own  hand- 
•ntiug;  and  two  witnesses  being  called  in,  via. 
R*«rj  Northrop  and  Robert  Heybonie,  and 
u*ry<ne  that  they  took  the  said  papers  from 
Uftder  Mr.  Withers’s  hand,  and  that  be  was 
'■riuog  part  of  them  just  when  they  were  taken 
iroa  km ; and  that  he  did,  upon  examination 


before  Mr.  Attorney  General,  confess  the  said 
papers  to  be  of  his  own  contriving  aud  draw- 
ing. 

Resolved  upon  the  question,  That  George 
Withers,  who  was  this  day  brought  from  the 
prison  of  Newgate  to  die  bar  of  this  House,  be 
sent  prisoner,  and  delivered  into  the  custody  of 
the  Lieutenant  of  the  lower,  there  to  be  kept 
in  close  custody,  and  to  be  denied  pen,  ink, 
and  paper,  and  debarred  from  having  any  com- 
pany to  come  unto  him.  And  it  is  referred 
unto  Mr.  Pryn,  Mr.  Seijeant  Charleton,  Mr. 
Solicitor  General,  Serjeant  Maynard,  Dr.  Birk- 
enhead, Mr.  Thurland,  Mr.  Smyth,  Mr. 
Vaughan,  and  Mr.  Clifford,  or  any  three  of 
them,  to  peruse  the  seditious,  infamous  libel  by 
him  contrived,  and  draw  up  an  impeachment 
against  him,  and  report  it  to  the  house  at  their 
next  meeting. 

Oct.  21,  1678.  Ordered,  that  a committee 
be  appointed  to  examine  concerning  the  murder 
of  sir  Edmundbury  Godfrey,  and  to  enquire 
into  the  manner  and  means  how  he  came  by 
his  death ; and  likewise  to  enquire  into  the 
particulars  of  the  plot  and  conspiracy,  men- 
tioned in  his  majesty's  speech,  against  his  per- 
son and  government ; which  committee  was 
empowered  to  send  for  persons,  papers  and  re- 
cords. 

Ordered,  That  an  Address  be  made  to  his 
majesty,  by  such  members  of  this  House  as  are 
of  his  majesty’s  privy  couucil,  humbly  to  de- 
sire his  majesty,  that  all  papers  which  do  relate 
to  the  plot  and  conspiracy,  mentioned  in  his 
majesty’s  speech,  against  his  person  and  govern- 
ment, may  be  communicated  to  the  said  com- 
mittee. 

Oct.  23,  1678.  Resolved,  &c.  That  the 
matter  concerning  the  plot  aud  conspiracy, 
mentioned  iu  his  majesty’s  speech,  against  his 
person  and  government,  be  heard  at  the  bur  of 
the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Michael  Godfrey  lie 
forthwith  sent  for  to  atteud  with  die  papers  of 
examinations,  taken  by  sir  Edmundbury  God- 
frey, aud  now  remaining  in  his  custody  sealed 
up,  touching  the  plot  and  conspiracy  mention- 
ed in  liis  majesty's  speech. 

Oct.  24, 1678.  The  papers  of  examinations 
taken  by  sir  Edmundbury  Godfrey,  touching 
the  plot  aud  conspiracy,  mentioned  in  his  ma- 
jesty’s speech,  which  were  delivered  in  by  Mr. 
Michael  Godfrey,  were  opened,  and  by  Mr. 
Speaker  read  to  trie  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  chairmen  of  the  com- 
mittee, appointed  to  examine  concerning 
the  murder  of  sir  Edmundbury  Godfrey,  con- 
cerning the  plot,  mentioned  in  his  majesty’s 
Speech. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  White,  nlus  Whitebread, 
and  Mr.  Micho,  be  removed  from  the  House 
where  tliev  are  now,  to  Newgate,  in  case  they 
he  in  a condition  fit  to  bi  removed. 

O'  L 25,  1678.  Mr.  Speaker  acquaints  the 
House,  that  in  pursuance  of  the  order  of  the 
House  yesterday,  he  had  waited  upon  his  nn- 
je>ty#  and  acquainted  him  with  intuitu** 
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tions  the  House  had  yesterday  received,  and 
that  his  majesty  was  pleased  to  acknowledge 
the  great  care  of  this  house,  in  the  preservation 
of  his  person  and  government ; and  that  his 
majesty  was  informed,  that  Mr.  White,  alias 
Whitebread,  and  Mr.  Micho,  were  at  present 
very  sick,  but  tliut  his  majesty  would  send  to 
tec  them;  and  if  they  were  in  a condition  fit 
to  be  removed,  they  should  be  forthwith  sent 
to  Newgate. 

Ordered,  That  the  members  of  this  house, 
who  are  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of 
Middlesex,  do  repair  to  the  lodgings  of  Mr. 
White,  alias  Whitebread,  and  Mr.  Micho,  and 
take  their  examinations  touching  the  plot  and 
conspiracy  mentioned  in  his  majesty’s  speech, 
ngaiust  his  person  and  government ; and  do 
issue  out  their  warrants  for  searching  their 
lodgings,  and  seizing  all  such  papers  and  writ- 
ings relating  thereto,  as  shall  be  there  found. 

Oct.  25,  1678.  p.  m.  Ordered,  That  the  secre- 
taries be  desired  to  move  the  king,  that  the  keys 
of  Mr.  Longhorn's  chamber  may  be  delivered 
by  the  messengers  in  whose  hands  the  same  are, 
to  the  committee  appointed  by  the  House  to 
search  Mr.  Langhorn’s  papers  and  w ritings. 

Oct.  26,  1678.  Ordered,  That  an  humble 
Address  be  made  to  his  majesty,  by  such  mem- 
bers of  this  house  as  are  of  his  majesty’s  most 
honourable  privy-council,  to  desire  his  majesty, 
that  Mr.  Coleman's  Papers  and  all  other  pa- 
pers relating  to  the  plot  and  conspiracy,  men- 
tioned by  Ins  majesty  in  his  speech,  may  be 
communicated  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Secretary  Williamson  informs  the  House, 
that  in  pursuance  of  the  order  yesterday,  he 
had  attended  his  majesty,  and  acquainted  him 
with  the  desires  of  this  House,  that  a com- 
mittee of  this  House  might  have  leave  to  search 
Mr.  Langhoru’s  Papers;  and  that  his  majesty 
was  pleased  to  give  leave  that  the  same  may 
be  searched,  and  had  appointed  two  of  the 
clerks  of  the  council  to  assist  the  Committee 
therein  ; And  that  his  maje^y  was  pleased  to 
deliver  him  some  of  Mr.  Coleman’s  papers 
»caled  up,  and  ordered  him  to  deliver  the  same 
to  the  House ; and  had  also  commanded  him 
to  acquaint  the  House,  that  the  rest  of  Mr. 
Coleman’s  papers  were  at  present  under  exami- 
nation before  the  House  of  Lords ; and  that  so 
soon  as  the  Lords  had  done  with  them,  they 
should  he  communicated  to  this  House;  And 
the  papers  were  accordingly,  by  Mr.  Secretary 
Williamson,  delivered  in,  sealed  up. 

Oct.  29,  1678.  Ordered,  That  his  majesty 
be  humbly  desired,  by  such  members  of  this 
House  as  are  of  his  majesty’s  most  honourable 
privy-council,  that  an  inventory,  or  list  of  nil 
Mr.  Coleman’s  papers,  which  have  been  sorted 
by  the  clerks  of  the  council,  may  be  communi- 
cated to  this  House;  and  that  ail  those  papers 
which  nre  not  sorted,  may  be  delivered  over  to 
a committee  of  this  House. 

Ordered,  That  a committee  be  appointed  to 
examine  Mr.  Coleman,  touching  the  plot  and 
conspiracy  mentioned  in  his  majesty’s  speech. 

Oct.  31,  1678.  This  House  being  informed 


that  the  clerk  of  the  council  was  attending 
without,  with  Mr.  Colemao's  papers; 

Ordered,  That  the  papers  be  delivered  to  the 
clerk  of  the  House,  and  by  him  transmitted 
to  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the 
same. 

Nov.  2,  1678.  Ordered,  That  the  clerk  of 
the  council  now  in  waiting,  do  forthwith  attend 
with  Mr.  Harcourt's  papers  and  writings;  and 
that  all  other  papers  and  writings  relating  to 
the  plot  mentioned  in  his  majesty’s  speech, 
either  in  the  hands  of  the  secretaries  ot  state, 
or  in  the  hands  of  the  clerks  of  the  council,  be 
forthwith  communicated  to  this  House,  ac- 
cording to  the  leave  graciously  given  by  his 
majesty. 

Nov.  22,  1678.  Resolved,  that  an  humble 
address  be  made  to  his  majesty,  by  such 
members  of  this  House  as  are  of  his  majesty’s 
privy-council,  to  desire  his  majesty,  that  such 
letters  and  papers  which  relate  to  the  plot  now 
under  examination,  as  have  not  been  perused  by 
this  House,  may  be  communicated  to  them. 

Nov.  20, 1678.  A message  from  the  Lords 
by  sir  John  Coel  and  sir  Samuel  Clark. 

“ Mr.  Speaker,  the  Lords  iiave  received  in- 
formation, that  there  is  a faculty  under  the  seal 
of  Cardinal  Barherini,  for  dispensing  with  (be 
taking  of  the  oaths,  and  other  things,  in  the 
hands  of  a member  of  this  house,  which  their 
lordships  desire  may  be  communicated  to 
them.” 

Sir  John  Knight  acquaints  the  bouse,  that 
the  paper  mentioned  by  the  Lords  was  found 
among  Mr.  Ireland’s  papers,  and  he  delivered 
the  same  in  at  the  clerk’s  table  ; which  being 
read  by  Mr.  Speaker, 

Ordered.  That  the  said  paper  be  sent  to  the 
Lords,  and  that  Mr.  Speaker  do  acauaint  the 
messengers,  that  when  their  lordships  have 
perused  the  same,  this  House  does  expect  it 
should  be  returned  again,  in  order  to  be  en- 
tered in  the  Journal  of  this  House  : and  thi 
messengers  being  called  in,  the  said  paper  wni 
delivered  them,  and  Mr.  Speaker  acquainted 
them  with  the  pleasure  of  the  House. 

April  26,  1679.  Resolved,  That  an  humble 
Address  be  made  to  his  majesty,  to  desire  his 
majesty  to  give  order  for  the  executing  of  Pick- 
ering ; and  also  to  give  order  to  the  judges,  to 
issue  out  their  warrauts  for  executing  the  se- 
veral popish  priests,  which  they  have  con- 
demned in  their  several  circuits. 

May  5,  1679.  The  lord  Russel  acquaints 
the  house,  that  his  majesty  had  commanded 
him  to  let  the  House  kuow,  that  his  majesty  is 
willing  to  comply  with  the  request  made  to  him 
by  this  house  concerning  Pickering,  and  that 
the  law  shall  pass  upon  him  accordingly. 

As  to  the  condemned  priests,  the  House  of 
Peers  have  sent  for  them,  in  order  (os  his  ma- 
jesty conceives)  to  some  examinations. 

May  9,  1679.  p.  m.  Mr.  Hampden  reports 
from  the  committee  appointed  to  inspect  the 
Lord’s  Journals,  and  see,  inter  alia , upon  what 
grounds  the  condemned  Popish  priests  nre  sent 
for,  that  the  committee  had  inspected  th* 
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Journals,  and  taken  out  copies  of  their  pro- 
cetdinp,  which  he  reported  to  the  house. 

Ms?  20,  1679.  Ordered,  That  a message 
be  sent  to  the  Lords  concerning  the  condemned 
K'fish  priests,  sent  for  up  to  London  from  the 
ittertl  county  gaols,  by  order  of  their  lord- 
dsp. 

Maj 22j  1679.  Sir  William  FranUyn  reports 
fkxo  the  committee  appointed  to  draw  up  and 
prepare  a message  to  be  sent  to  the  Lords,  con- 
CFr.iiag  the  Popish  priests  condemned  in  the 
circuits,  that  the  committee  had  agreed  upon 
a message  to  be  reported  to  the  House,  which 
he  read  m his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered 
tbeaune  in  at  the  clerk’s  table,  where  the 
■axe  was  twice  read,  and  upon  the  question, 
ij-reed,  and  is  as  followetb,  (viz.) 

The  House  of  Commons  having  made  an 
knable  Address  to  his  majesty,  that  he  would 
W pleased  to  give  Order  to  i he  judges,  to  issue 
cut  their  warrants  for  the  executing  the  several 
p>p:»b  priests  condemned  in  the  several  cir- 
rous; and  his  majesty  having  been  graciously 
jtlnsed  to  signify  to  the  House  of  Commons, 
tint  rour  lordships  have  sent  for  them,  in  order  j 
(as  he  conceived)  to  some  examination:  and 
tie  House  of  Commons  being  also  informed, 
dn:  the  said  priests  have,  by  Order  from  your 
bidships,  not  only  been  brought  out  of  the 
•ettral counties,  where  they  were  condemned, 
hit  continued  yet  in  Newgate,  and  other 
fn»a«,  in  or  about  the  cities  of  London  and 
Westminster,  by  reason  whereof  the  execution 
of  the  sentence  pronounced  upon  them  is  still 
driajed,  do  desire  of  your  lordships  that  the 
fcid  priests  may  be  forthwith  remanded  to  the 
fc’crxl  counties  where  they  were  condemned, 
tint  so  they  may  be  executed,  according  to  the 
jsiic-neut  passed  upon  them. 

October  QS.  1 Will.  <5c  Maria,  the  House 
be.nj  informed,  that  several  of  the  prisoners  of 
t-<  lower  were  now  bailing  in  the  court  of 
K»gV  Bench,  being  brought  thither  l»y  the 
fwtraor  of  the  Tower,  by  virtue  of  a Habeas 
torpoi  awarded  for  that  purpose,  particularly 
sir  Thomas  Jenner,  Mr.  Richard  Graham,  and 
kb.  Philip  Burton, 

Ordered,  That  sir  Thomas  Jenner,  Mr. 
kch»rd  Graham,  and  Mr.  Philip  Burton,  be 
Jacaedutely  brought  to  this  House  by  the 
senior  of  the  Tower,  to  answer  to  such 
miters  as  shall  be  objec-ed  against  them. 

Aod  Mr.  Speaker  issued  nis  warrant  nc* 
wdiagjy, and  the  same  was  sent  by  the  serjeaut 
attending  this  House. 

Afterwards,  the  serjeant  acquainted  the 
House,  tbittsir  Thomas  Jenner  was  hailed,  and 
p>ne  out  of  court,  and  that  Mr.  Graham  was 
tahogin  the  court  : and  that  notwithstanding 
k*  Wl  delivered  the  warrant  to  the  governor 
•ttbe  Tower,  and  that  he  was  coining  with  Mr. 
brihatn,  and  Mr.  Burton. 

Ordered,  That  sir  Thomas  Jenner  be  sent 
"fit  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms  attending 
bouse,  to  answer  to  such  matters  as  shall 
i>e objected  against  him. 

T*  house  being  informed,  that  Mr.  Burton 
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and  Mr.  Graham  were  at  the  door,  they  were 
severally  called  into  the  bar  of  the  Hou*e  mid 
charged  with  the  several  matters  mentioned  in 
the  said  report,  and  heard  what  they  could 
say  touching  the  same. 

And  being  withdrawn,  ordered,  That  Mr. 
Kiclutrd  Graham,  and  Mr.  Philip  Burton,  be 
committed  to  the  custody  of  the  serjeant  at 
arms  attending  this  House,  for  several  high 
crimes  and  misdemeanors  objected  against 
them. 

And  it  is  referred  to,  Sec. 

Jan.  4,  1697.  The  House  being  informed, 
that  Mr.  Reginald  Marriot*  had  sent  to  several 
members  of  this  [louse,  letters,  acknowledging 
that  he  had  been  concerned  in  the  irregular 
indorsement  of  exchequer  bills  ; and  therein 
offered  fully  to  relate  how  that  notorious 
practice  had  been  projected  and  carried  on, 
and  in  what  manner  be  had  been  drawn  into 
the  6nme, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Mr.  Reginald 
Marriot  he  summoned  to  attend  this  housa 
immediately,  and  the  said  Mr.'  Marriot  at- 
tending accordingly : he  was  brought  in  by 
the  serjeant  at  arms  attending  this  House  to 
the  bur,  when  he  delivered  an  account  of  hit 
knowledge  of  that  matter  in  writing,  signed  by 
himself,  which  he  read  at  the  bar,  and  afterwards 
delivered  into  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  examinations  taken  before 
the  lords  of  the  treasury,  relating  to  the  irre- 
gular indorsement  of  the  exchequer  bills,  be 
laid  before  this  House. 

A motion  being  made,  that  the  House  will 
order  that  all  prosecutions  at  law  against  the 
said  Mr.  Mariiot  be  stayed  during  the  pleasure 
of  the  House ; and  a debate  arising  thereupon  : 
Resolved, That  the  debate  be  adjourned  till  to- 
morrow morning. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Mr.  Marriot  be 
taken  into  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms 
attending  this  House ; and  that  no  person  be 
permitted  to  converse  with,  or  bring  any 
letters  to  him,  without  leave  of  the  House. 

Jan.  5,  1697.  Mr.  Lowndes,  according  to 
order,  presented  to  the  House  several  papers 
relating  to  the  examinations,  taken  before  the 
lords  of  the  treasury,  touching  the  false  indorse- 
ment of  the  exchequer- bills. 

The  House  resumed  the  adjourned  debate 
of  yesterday  touching  the  ordering  the  stay  of 
any  prosecution  at  law  against  Mr.  Marriot. 

Ordered,  ncm.  con.  That  nil  prosecution* 
at  law  against  Mr.  Reginald  Marriot,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  false  indorsement  of  exchequer- 
bills,  be  stayed,  during  the  pleasure  of  this 
House. 

But  nothing  more  was  done  in  this  business. 

The  Lords'  Address  concerning  the  Scotch 
Conspiracy , and  for  endeavours  to  be  vsed  to 
settle  the  Succession  there  in  the  Princess  So- 


• Mr.  Reginald  Marriot  was  under  prose- 
cution, by  order  of  the  lords  commissioners 
of  the  treasury,  and  was  under  bail. 
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phia.]  March  31.  The  Lords,  after  the  con- 
clusion of  this  affair,  made  the  following  Ad- 
dress to  her  majesty  in  answer  to  that  which 
the  Commons  bad  made  against  them:  (see 
p.  179),  viz. 

“ We,  your  majesty’s  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  tire  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal  in 
parliament  assembled,  humbly  beg  leave  to 
acquaint  your  majesty,  that,  as  soon  as  all  the 
papers  relating  to  the  conspiracy  in  Scotland 
were,  by  your  majesty's  command,  laid  before 
the  House;  according  to  our  duty,  and  with 
that  real  which  we  have  always  shewn,  where 
the  safety  of  your  person,  and  the  security  of 
your  people  may  be  concerned; — We  applied 
ourscl? es  to  search  into  the  designs  of  your 
enemies,  as  well  by  a careful  perusal  and  con- 
sideration of  the  papers,  as  by  appoint ing  a 
committee  to  examine  the  persons  who  had 
been  taken  into  custody  upon  account  of  the 
Conspiracy,  and  others  from  whom  it  might  be 
reasonably  supposed  any  light  might  be  gained 
towards  the  discovery.— Anil  the  committee 
having  made  their  report  to  the  house ; upon 
mature  deliberation  of  the  whole  matter,  we 
came  to  this  unanimous  Resolution:  ‘That  it 
‘ did  nppear  to  us,  there  has  been  n dangerous 

* Conspiracy  carried  on,  fur  the  raising  a rebel- 

* lion  in  Scotland,  and  invading  that  kingdom 

* with  a French  power,  in  order  to  the  sub- 

* verting  of  your  majesty's  government  both  in 

* England  and  Scotland,  and  the  bringing  in 
4 the  pretended  prince  of  Wales.' — We  do  also 
humbly  take  leave  to  offer  to  your  majesty,  ns 
our  concurrent  opinion,  that  nothing  has  given 
so  much  encouragement  to  your  enemies  at 
home  and  abroad,  to  enter  into  this  detestable 
conspiracy;  as  that,  after  your  majesty,  and 
die  heirs  of  your  body,  the  immediate  suc- 
cession to  the  crown  of  Scotland  is  not  declared 
to  be  in  the  princess  Sophia,  and  the  heirs  of 
her  body,  being  Protestants. — Most  gracious 
Sovereign;  We,  being  fully  convinced  of  this  I 
important  truth,  most  humbly  hr  seech  your 
majesty,  in  regard  to  the  safety  of  your  own 
royal  person,  the  quiet  of  your  reign,  and  the 
present  and  future  happiness  and  peace  of  your 
people,  to  use  your  royal  endeavours,  by  nil 
•uch  methods  as  your  majesty  in  your  wisdom 
shall  judge  most  proper,  to  have  the  succession 
of  the  crown  of  Scotland  declared  to  he  settled 
upon  the  princess  Sophia,  and  the  heirs  of  her 
body,  being  Protestants.  And  we  do  also 
humbly  beseech  your  majesty  to  take  all  other 
measures,  which  may  best  and  most  effectually 
condure  to  the  disappointing  and  frustrating  j 
the  designs  of  your  enemies,  and  of  such  of 
your  traitorous  subjects  as  are  engaged  with 
them  in  this  dangerous  conspiracy  fag.unst  your 
majesty,  for  the  utter  subversion  of  your  go- 
vernment. And  we  do  most  heartily  and  unn-  , 
nimouslv  assure  your  majesty,  th  it,  when  our 
wi-e  endeavours  for  the  settling  ' succession  I 
in  Scotland  shall  have  taken  the  devred  etf«  ct,  j 
we  will  do  all  in  our  power  to  oromotc  an  t n-  j 
tire  and  compleat  Union  between  the  two  king-  i 


doms  of  England  and  Scotland,  for  their  mu- 
tual security  and  advantage." 

The  Lords'  Address  fur  the  Commissions  vf 
the  Peace  to  be  reviewed .]  March  31.  Tbe 
Lords  presented  the  following  Address  to  her 
majesty : 

“ We,  your  majesty’s  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
; subjects,  tbe  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal  in  par- 
liament assembled,  having  taken  into  our  con- 
sidemtion  the  great  alterations  that  have  been 
of  late  made  in  the  commissions  of  the  peace, 
! do  most  humbly  beg  leave  to  lay  before  your 
' majesty,  that  it  is  our  opinion,  that  no  person 
that  refused  to  take  the  oaths  to  the  late  king 
is  fit  to  be  in  the  commission  of  the  peace  un- 
der your  majesty:  and  wc  do  further  humbly 
beseech  your  majesty,  that  you  will  be  graci- 
ously pleased  to  order  the  commissions  of  the 
peace  to  he  reviewed ; and  to  give  direction, 
that  no  person  or  persons  be  continued,  or  put 
I into  tbe  commission  of  the  peace,  but  men  of 
| quality  ond  estates,  and  of  known  affection  to 
vour  majesty's  title  and  government,  and  the 
Protestant  succession  and  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, as  they  are  both  established  by  law;  and 
that  your  majesty  will  be  pleased  to  order,  that 
' such  be  restored  who  are  so  qualified,  and  have 
been  turned  out  without  just  cause." 

The  Queen's  Answer  to  the  Address  s of  ike 
Lords.]  To  this  Address,  her  mnjc»ty  gave 
this  Answer : 

41  My  Lords;  1.  I hope, 'none  of  my  sob* 

! jeets  have  any  desire  to  lessen  my  prerogative; 

since  I have  no  thought  of  making  use  of  it  but 
i for  their  protection  and  advantage.— I 1°°^ 

| upon  it  as  a great  misfortune,  when  any  ms* 
understandings  happen  between  the  two  houses 
of  parliament;  winch  cannot  he,  without  to 
much  prejudice  to  the  public,  that  I shall  never 
omit  any  thing  in  my  power  to  prevent  the  oc- 
casions of  them. 

44  My  Lords;  2.  This  Address  consists  of  so 
many  parts,  that  I cannot  take  notice  of  them 
now  but  in  general.  I will  /consider  th* 
seve  ral  particulars,  and  give  such  directions  a* 
shall  be  proper  for  the  safety  and  welfare  of 
the  nation. 

44  My  Lords;  3.  1 have  some  time  since  de- 
clared my  intentions  of  endeavouring  the  set- 
tlement of  the  Protestant  succession  in  Scot- 
land, to  my  servants  of  that  kingdom,  as  the 
most  effectual  means  for  securing  their  quit* 
and  our  own,  and  the  readiest  way  to  an 
entire  Union  betwixt  both  kingdoms;  in  the 
perfecting  of  which,  it  is  very  desirable,  no  lira® 
should  be  tost. 

“ My  Lords ; 4.  I have  always  thought  it 
reasonable,  that  the  commissions  of  the  peace 
should  he  tilled  with  gentlemen  of'  the  be-t  qua- 
lity ond  estates  in  their  country. — And  it  i*09 
fit  they  should  he  of  known  loyalty  and  sf* 
fiction  to  the  government,  to  the  Proliant 
succession,  and  the  Church  of  England  a* 
tibhshed  by  law.  And  I shall  give  direction* 
according  to  this  rule." 
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PROCEEDINGS  of  both  HOUSES  in  the 
Great  Case  of  ASHBV  and  WHITE  .• 

Proceedings  of  the  House  of  Commons.] 
About  this  time  the  Great  Case  of  Ashby 
tad  WiiTEcameon  in  the  House  of  Commons. 


Matthew  Ashby,  having  commenced  and 
prosecuted  an  action  at  common  law  against 
William  White,  mayor  of  Aylesbury,  and  others, 
the  constables  of  that  town,  for  refusing  to  re- 
ceive his  vote  at  un  election  of  burgest-es  to 
serve  in  parliament,  for  the  said  borough;  but 


• *4  These  dulerenccs  between  the  two 
Houses  were  still  heightened  by  the  Lords  in- 
terposing in  an  affair,  the  cognizance  of  which 
the  Commons  pretended  to  belong  solely  to 
themselves.  There  had  been  great  comphiints 
long  made,  and  these  had  increased  within  a 
few  years,  of  great  partiality  and  injustice  in 
the  election  of  parliainent-men,  both  by  sheriffs 
si  counties,  and  by  the  returning  officers  in 
Wrouglis.  In  Aylesbury  in  Buckinghamshire 
tee  return  was  made  by  four  constables ; and 
it  was  believed,  that  they  had  made  a bargain 
with  «ome  of  the  candidates,  and  then  managed 
the  matter  so,  as  to  be  sure,  that  the  majority 
th>old  be  for  the  person,  to  whom  they  had 
eugafed  themselves.  They  canvassed  about 
tie  town,  to  know  how  the  voters  were  set, 
sad  they  resolved  to  find  some  pretence  for 
disabling  those,  wlio  were  engaged  to  vote  for 
other  persons  than  their  friends,  that  they 
might  be  sure  to  have  the  majority  in  their 
own  hands. 

“ /And,  when  these  matters  came  to  be  ex- 
amined by  tbe  House  of  Commons,  they  gave 
the  riectioQ  always  for  him,  who  was  reckoned 
of  the  party  of  the  majority,  in  a manner  so 
barefaced,  that  they  were  scarce  out  of  coun- 
tenance, when  they  were  charged  for  injustice 
ia  judging  elections.  It  was  not  easy  to  find  a 
remedy  against  such  a crying  abuse,  of  which 
sll  sides  in  their  turns,  as  they  happened  to  be 
depressed,  had  made  great  complaints;  but, 
when  they  came  to  be  the  majority,  seemed  to 
fefget  all,  that  they  had  before  exclaimed 
against.  Some  few  excused  this  on  the  topic 
•*  retaliation,  alledging,  that  they  dealt  with 
others  ns  they  dealt  with  them  or  their  friends. 
Altaian  action  was  brought  agninst  William 
White,  and  the  other  constables  of  Aylesbury, 
by  one  Matthew  Ashby,  who  had  been  always 
Emitted  to  vote  in  former  elections,  but  was 
denied  it  in  the  last  election.  This  aetion  was 
toed  at  the  assizes,  and  it  was  found  there  by 
d*  jury,  that  the  constables  had  denied  him  a 
ntht,  of  which  he  was  uudouhtly  in  possesion, 
» that  they  were  cast  with  damages.  But  it 
•as moved  in  tbe  Queen's  Bench  to  quash  all 
the  proceedings  in  that  matter,  since  no  action 
d«d  lie,  or  ever  had  been  brought  upon  that  ac- 
co&ftt.  The  judges  Powel,  Gould,  and  Powis, 
•rreof  opinion,  that  no  hart  was  done  to  Ash- 
by, that  the  judging  of  elections  belonged  to 
*he  House  of  Commons : That,  as  this  action 
***  *be  first  of  its  kind,  so,  if  it  was  allowed,  it 
*oeld  ocrasinn  an  infinite  number  of  soits,  and 
F6*  a’t  the  officers,  concerned  in  that  mutter, 
teder  ^reat  difficulties.  Chief  justice  Holt  alone 
Afored  from  the  rest.  He  thought  this  a mat- 
of  the  greatest  importance,  both  t#  the 
union  in  general,  and  to  every  man  in 
? U 


his  own  particular.  He  made  a great  difference 
between  an  election  of  a member,  and  a right 
to  vote  in  it.  That  the  House  of  Commons  were 
the  only  judges  of  the  former,  whether  it  was 
rightly  managed  or  not,  without  bribery,  fraud, 
or  violence  ; but  the  right  of  voting  in  an  elec- 
tion was  an  original  right  founded  either  on  a 
freehold  of  forty  shillings  a year  in  the  county, 
or  on  hurgnge-land,  or  prescription,  or  by  char- 
ter, in  a borough.  These  were  all  legal  titles, 
and,  as  such  were  triable  in  a court  of  law.  Acts 
of  pailhment  were  made  concerning  them,  and, 
by  reason  of  these,  every  thing  relating  to  those 
acts  was  triable  in  a court  of  law.  He  spoke 
long  and  learnedly,  and  with  some  vehemence, 
upon  the  subject;  but  he  was  one  against  three, 
and  therefore  the  order  of  the  Queen’s  Bench 
was  given  in  favour  of  the  constables.  The  mat- 
ter was  upon  that  brought  before  the  House  of 
IxmJs  by  a Writ  of  Error;  the  case  was  very 
fully  argued  at  the  bar,  and  the  judges  w ere  or- 
dered to  deliver  their  opinion  upon  it,  which 
they  did  very  copiously.  Chief  Justice  Trevor 
insisted  much  on  the  authority,  that  the  House 
of  Commons  had  to  judge  of  all  those  elections. 
From  that  he  inferred,  (hat  the  Commons  only 
could  judge,  who  were  the  electors.  Petitions 
were  often  grounder!  on  this,  that  in  a poll 
some  were  admitted  to  a vote,  who  had  no  right 
to  it,  and  that  others  were  denied  it,  who  had  a 
right ; so  that  in  some  cases  the  Commons 
were  the  proper  judges  of  this  right,  and,  if  they 
had  it  in  some  cases,  they  must  have  it  in  all. 
From  this  he  inferred,  that  every  tiling  relating 
to  this  matter  was  triable  by  them,nnd  by  them 
only.  If  two  independent  jurisdictions  might 
have  the  same  cause  brought  before  them,  they 
might  give  contrary  judgments  in  it;  and  this 
must  breed  great  distraction  in  the  execution  of 
those  judgments. 

“ To  all  this  it  was  answered,  that  a single  man 
who  was  wronged  in  this  matter,  had  no  other 
remedy  but  by  bringing  it  into  a court  of  law  • 
for  the  House  of  Commons  could  not  examine 
the  right  of  every  voter:  If  the  man,  for  whom 
be  would  have  voted,  was  returned,  he  could 
not  be  heard  to  complain  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, though  in  bis  own  particular  he  was  de- 
nied a vote,  since  he  could  not  make  any  ex- 
ceptions to  the  return,  and  therefore  must  bear 
his  wrong  without  remedy,  if  he  could  not  bring 
it  into  a court  of  law.  A right  of  voting  in  an 
election  was  the  greatest  of  all  the  rights  of  an, 
Englishman,  since  by  that  he  was  represented 
in  parliament.  The  House  of  Commons  could 
give  no  relief  to  a man  wronged  in  this  point, 
nor  any  damages ; they  could  only  set  aside  one, 
and  admit  of  another  return.  But  this  was  no 
redress  to  him,  who  suffered  the  wrong;  it 
made  him  the  less  considered  in  kta-boum^h, 
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being  cast,  he  brought  a Writ  of  Error  into  the 
House  of  Lords,  who,  upon  strict  examination 
of  witnesses,  and  upon  mature  deliberation, 
gave  Judgment  in  favour  of  Ashby.  The  Com- 
mons looking  upon  these  Proceedings  as  an  in- 
croachment  on  their  privileges,  proceeded  as 
follows : 


and  that  might  he  a real  damage  to  him  in  his 
trade.  Since  this  was  a rignt  inherent  in  a 
man,  it  seemed  reasonable,  that  it  should  be 
brought,  where  nil  other  rights  were  tried,  into 
a court  of  law.  The  abuse  was  new,  and  was 
daily  growing,  and  it  wns  already  swelled  to  a 
great  height.  When  new  disorders  happen,  new 
actions  must  lie,  otherwise  there  is  a failure  in 
justice,  which  all  laws  abhor.  Practices  of  this 
sort  we  re  enormous  and  crying ; and  if  the  rule 
made  in  the  Queen’s  Bench  was  allirmed,  it 
would  very  much  increase  these  disorders  by 
this  indemnity,  that  seemed  to  be  given  to 
otficers,  who  took  the  poll. 

u After  a long  debate,  it  was  carried  by  a great 
majority  to  set  aside  the  order  of  the  Queen’s 
Bench,  and  to  give  judgment  according  to  the 
verdict  given  at  the  assizes.  This  gave  greut 
offence  to  the  Commons,  who  looking  on  these 
proceedings  as  incroachments  on  their  privileges, 
after  having  inspected  the  Lords’  Journals, 
resolved,  u 1.  That,  according  to  the  known 
laws  and  usage  in  parliament,  it  is  the  sole 
right  of  the  Commons  of  England,  in  parlia- 
ment assembled  (except  in  cases  otherwise  pro- 
vided for  by  act  of  parliament)  to  examine 
and  determine  all  matters  relating  to  the  right 
of  election  of  their  own  members.  2.  That  nei- 
ther the  qualification  of  any  elector,  or  the  right 
of  any  person  elected,  is  cognizable  or  determi- 
nable elsewhere  than  before  the  Commons.  3. 
That  the  examining  and  determining  the  quali- 
fication or  right  of  any  elector,  or  any  person 
elected  to  serve  in  parliament,  in  any  court  of 
law,  or  elsewhere,  than  before  the  Commons, 
will  expose  all  mayors,  bailifls,  and  other 
officers,  who  arc  obliged  to  take  the  poll,  and 
make  a return  thereupon,  to  multiplicity  of 
actions,  vexatious  suits,  and  insupportable  ex- 
pences,  and  will  subject  them  to  different  and 
independent  jurisdictions,  and  inconsistent  de- 
terminations in  the  same  case,  without  relief.  4. 
That  Matthew  Ashby,  having,  in  contempt  of 
the  jurisdiction  of  this  House,  commenced  and 
prosecuted  au  action  at  common  law  against 
William  White  and  others,  the  constables  of 
Aylesbury,  for  not  receiving  bis  vote  at  an  elec- 
tion of  burgesses  to  serve  in  parliament  for  that 
borough,  is  guilty  of  a breach  of  the  privileges 
of  this  House.  5.  That  whoever  shall  presume 
to  commence  or  prosecute  any  action,  indict- 
ment, or  information,  which  shall  bring  the 
rights  of  the  electors,  or  persons  elected  to 
serve  in  parliament,  to  the  determination  of  any 
other  jurisdiction  than  that  of  the  Home  of 
Commons  (except  in  cases  specially  provided 
for  by  act  of  parliament)  such  person  or  per- 
»oo:«,  and  all  attomies,  solicitors,  counsellors, 
*nd  serjeauu  at  law,  soliciting,  prosecuting,  or 
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Delates  in  'the  House  of  Commons , upon  tht 
u Great  Question , Whether  an  Aetion  lu; 
ut  Common  Lazo  for  an  Elector , a ho  it  dt 
nied  his  Vole  for  Members  of  Parliament  ? 
January  17,  1704.  The  House  being  inform 
cd,  That  there  had  been  an  extraordinary  Judg 


pleading  in  any  such  case,  are  guilty  of  a big 
breach  of  the  privilege  of  this  House.”  An 
they  ordered  these  Resolutions  to  be  fixed  upo 
Westminster- Hall-gntc,  signed  by  the  clerk 
However,  they  did  not  think  fit  to  send  for  Ash 
by,  who  had  sued,  or  rather,  in  whose  nameth 
suit  was  carried  on,  but  let  the  matter  fall  as  t 
him,  under  a shew  of  mode  rut  ion  and  pity,  an 
rested  it  upon  the  general  votes.  On  theotlx 
hand,  the  Lords  appointed  a Committee  to  dra1 
up  the  state  of  the  Case  upon  the  Writ  of  Em 
wherein  Ashby  was  plaintiff,  and  William  Whit 
and  otliers  defendants;  which  Committee  havi 
ing  made  their  report,  their  lordships  resobn 
“ 1.  That,  by  the  known  laws  of  this  kingdon 
every  freeholder,  or  other  person  having 
right  to  give  his  vote  at  the  election  of  nies 
hers  to  serve  in  parliament,  and  being  wilfull 
denied  or  hindered  so  to  do  by  the  otbeer  wh 
ought  to  receive  the  same,  may  maintain  an  at 
lion  in  the  queen's  courts  against  such  office 
to  assert  his  right  and  to  recover  damage  fc 
the  injury.  2.  That  the  asserting,  That  a pei 
son  having  a right  to  give  his  vote  at  an  elet 
tiou,  and  being  hindered  so  to  do  by  the  otfic* 
who  ought  to  take  the  same,  is  without  reined 
lor  such  wrong,  by  the  ordinary  course  of  lai 
is  destructive  of  the  property  of  the  subject 
against  the  freedom  of  elections,  and  niaa 
1’eatly  tends  to  encourage  corruption  and  pi 
tiality  in  officers,  who  are  to  make  returns  t 
parliament,  and  to  subject  freeholders,  an 
other  electors,  to  their  arbitrary  will  and  plea 
sure.  3.  That  the  declaring  Matthew  Asbb 
guilty  of  a breach  of  privilege  of  the  House  < 
Commons,  for  prosecuting  nn  action  against  til 
constables  of  Aylesbury,  for  not  receiving  to 
vote  at  an  election,  after  he  had,  in  the  know 
and  proper  methods  of  law,  obtained  a Judg 
ment  in  parliament  for  recovery  of  his  di 
mages,  is  an  unprecedented  attempt  upon  tb 
judicature  of  parliament,  and  is,  in  effect,  t 
subject  the  law  of  England  to  the  votes  of  tb 
House  of  Commons.  And,  4.  That  tbed* 
terring  electors  from  prosecuting  actions  in  tb 
ordinary  course  of  law,  w hen  they  are  deprive 
of  their  right  of  voting,  and  terrifying  attormej 
solicitors,  counsellors,  and  9erjeants  at  la" 
from  soliciting,  prosecuting  and  pleading 
such  cases,  by  voting  their  so  doing  to  be 
breach  of  privilege,  of  the  House  of  Common! 
is  a manifest  assuming  a power  to  controul  tb 
law,  and  hinder  the  course  of  justice,  and  sub 
ject  the  property  of  Englishmen  to  the  arbiter 
votes  of  the  House  of  Commons.”  The  L ord 
likewise  ordered  the  lord-keeper  to  send  a cop; 
of  the  Case,  and  of  their  Resolutions,  to  all  *■ 
sheriffs  of  England,  to  be  communicated  to  a* 

the  boroughs  in  their  counties.  The  Com®011 


Digitized  by  Google 


PARL.  HISTORY,  3 Annf.,  1704.—  Cafe  of  Ashby  and  White,  [230 


itsOTt  given  in  the  House  of  Lord*  upon  a Writ 
of  Error  from  the  court  of  Queen's- ben  eh,  in  a 
Cau>e  between  Matthew  Ashby  and  William 
White,  wherein  the  Privileges  of  the  House 
were  concerned,  appointed  some  of  their  mem- 
hen  to  search  the  Journals  of  the  House  of 
Lords  as  to  tbeir  Proceedings  upon  the  said 
Writ  of  Error,  and  to  report  the  same  to  the 
House.  They  also  ordered  the  same  members 
le  inspect  the  Journals  of  the  House  of  Lords, 
alto  what  they  had  done  formerly  in  the  Case 
of  Soa me  and  Oarnardistnn ; and  likewise  to 
report  that  matter  to  the  House. 

January  !8.  The  House  ordered,  that  the 
nembers  who  were  appointed  to  search  the 
Journals  of  the  House  of  Lords  as  to  their  Pio- 
ceechngs  upon  a Writ  of  Error  from  the  court  of 
{fret oV bench,  in  the  cau>e  between  Ashby 
•ad  VI bite,  should  likewise  starch  the  several 
o&oes  of  tl»e  court  of  QueenVbench,  for  the 
Record  of  the  Judgment,  and  ell  other  Proceed- 
ing there  in  that  Cause,  and  report  the  same 
lo  the  House. 

January  20.  Ordered,  That  the  Report,  with 
wlarioti  to  the  Proceedings  of  the  House  of 
lards  and  Court  of  QueenVbench,  in  the 
Ca>e  of  White  and  Ashby,  should  be  made  on 
dsr  morrow  morning. 

January  21.  Mr.  Freeman  reported,  That 
d*  members  appointed  to  search  the  Lords 
Journals,  touching  the  Proceedings  upon  a 
Wnt  ot  Error  from  the  court  of  QueenVbench, 
a * Case  betwee  n White  and  Ashby,  and  what 
tie  Lords  had  done  in  the  Case  of  Soarnc  and 
fivoardision,  had  searched  the  same  accord- 
f|)j;  and  be  read  in  his  place  wimt  they 
bund  therein,  and  he  delivered  the  same  at 
tine  table,  where  the  same  was  read.  And 
Mr.  lirewer  also  reported.  That  the  members 
^‘jailed  had  also  searched  the  offices  uf  the 
o»rt  of  Queen  V bench,  for  the  Judgment  and 
Proceedings  there  in  the  Case  of  Ashby  and 
white,  and  had  obtained  a copy  of  the  record 
of  (be  Judgment,  which  he  delivered  in  at  the 
table. 

The  Speaker , (Mr.  Harley,  afterwards  earl 
tf  Oxford)  after  the  Reports  were  over,  told 
the  House,  That  he  thought  it  to  he  his  duty 
B pat  them  in  wind  of  the  great  consequence 
•ad  nnpmt ance  of  this  matter,  and  that  it  be- 
loved them  to  take  very  great  caution  in  their 
ptceedings  not  only  that  the  grounds  and 
boadatiuu  be  good,  but  also  that  the  method 
lad  manner  ot  treating  it  be  according  to  an- 
Qeot  usages  and  custom  of  parliament : and  10 

»vre  highly  provoked  with  this,  but  they  could 
at*  larder  it.  The  thmg  was  popular,  and  the 
Lords  got  great  credit  by  the  Judgment  given 
W them,  which  Irt  the  people  of  England  set  , 
“*  they  might  be  redressed  for  the  future,  if 
ckey  •houid  rnftt  with  the  injustice,  the  ptirtia- 
htr,  tad  other  ill  practices,  that  had  appeared 
•f  Lte  in  elections,  even  beyond  the  examples 
•f  former  urnei.”  Tmdal. 


that  end  he  desires  the  House  would  give  him 
leave  to  state  this  matter,  as  it  appeared  to 
him,  and  according’  to  what  occurred  upon  the 
sudden  to  his  memory,  that  the  House  might 
take  proper  methods  upon  this  occasion. 

The  Speaker  then  proceeded  to  give  the 
House  an  account  of  the  state  of  elections  by 
custom  of  common  law,  and  that  the  great  al- 
teration in  point  of  election  was  in  the  becin- 
ning  of  Hen.  4’s  time,  since  whose  reien  the 
rt turns  for  parliament  have  been  made  by  in- 
denture. That  by  the  statute  of  T H.  4,  there 
is  a method  prescribed  of  election  and  return, 
and  the  occasion  lie  took  to  be  this:  11.  4 came 
to  the  succession  of  the  crow  n by  the  deposi- 
tion of  R.  2,  when  the  parliament  was  sitting. 
That  parliament  was  continued  to  H.  4’s  time  : 
tor  though  in  the  rolls  it  was  called  a new  par- 
liament, and  returns  were  made  as  by  the  she- 
riffs of  the  counties,  and  also  by  the  boroughs, 
os  if  it  was  a new  parliament;  yet  it  was  the 
same  patliament,  for  they  were  the  same  men, 
and  there  were  too  few  days  between  one  par- 
liament mid  the  other,  to  have  a new  election. 
Hut  Henry  4,  having  made  such  an  extraordi- 
nary step,  lie  would  not  leave  it  as  a precedent 
to  be  fuund  out.  Afterwards,  when  times 
were  e little  more  settled,  in  his  7th  year,  and 
that  practice  was  necessary  to  he  condemned, 
it  was  provided,  at  the  great  complaint  of  the 
Commons,  that  it  should  he  done  by  indenture, 
that  the  same  or  like  deceit  should  never  he 
put  upon  the  kingdom  afterwards,  and  one 
part  was  to  be  kept  below.  This  continued 
for  about  four  years,  when  there  was  another 
complaint  of  the  proceedings  of  sheriffs  (he 
said  he  need  not  mention  the  regulation  of  40*. 
a year,  and  some  other  things  which  ore  not 
directly  to  this  case) ; und  upon  that  there  was 
a penalty  put  upon  the  sheriffs  of  TOO/,  which 
betook  to  be  the  11th  year;  and  it  was  put 
under  the  inquiry  of  judges  of  assize,  and  so  it 
stood  oil  that  king’s  reign  till  II  5.  And  then 
there  was  another  law  made  for  electors  and 
elected,  that  they  should  heal!  resident.  Some 
of  the  law  books  give  a pretty  construction  of 
it,  that  though  there  was  such  a law,  yet  the 
custom  of  parliament  was  to  he  the  rule.  But 
he  said  he  thought  it  to  be  a better  construc- 
tion, that  it  being  then  reckoned  a service,  and 
a hard  service,  none  but  residems  in  the  I Hi- 
rough  were  compellable.  Thus  it  continued 
till  about  H.  0’s  time,  and  then  if  the  sheriffs 
had  made  a wrong  return,  if  indicted  or  prose- 
cuted at  the  assizes,  there  was  to  be  immediate 
execution  for  this  100/.  without  any  traverse. 
Upon  this  there  was  a statute  to  allow  the  she- 
riff'a traverse  tor  this  100/#  and  that  he  should 
not  he  liable  to  it  till  he  was  legally  convicted; 
so  it  stood  till  about  a year  afterwards,  that  the 
parliament  thought  it  nece-snrv  to  make  another 
act  about  8 H.  6.  and  then  there  was  great 
complaint  again  of  the  ill  proceedings  of  she- 
riff's . And  the  law  was  enforced  again,  and  it 
was  declared  who  should  be  the  electors,  and 
the  sheriff  was  made  liable  to  the  penalty  of 
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lOOl.  and  imprisonment  without  bail  or  main- 
prize, umi  it  was  inquirable  by  the  judges of assize. 
Another  statute  was  made  the  10  11.  6,  winch 
enforceth  the  manner  of  elections,  so  it  stood. 
Then  23  11.  6,  there  are  two  statutes,  one  rela- 
ting to  the  wages  of  knights,  citizens  and  bur- 
gesses, and  how  they  should  be  levied  ; another 
recinng  the  statute  of  ii.  5,  and  11  6.  and  it 
says,  tiiat  there  were  not  sufficient  pi  unities  on 
sheriffs,  who,  besides  that  sometimes  they  sent 
no  writs  to  borough?,  made  insutbeient  returns, 
&c.  And  the  mayors  and  bailiffs  were  guilty 
of  the  same ; and  therefore  over  and  above  the 
first  penally  of  100/.  they  laid  another  penalty 
of  100/.  more,  which  was  to  the  plaintiff, 
with  costs  of  suit ; and  this  was  to  be  tried  be- 
fore the  judges  of  assize,  and  the  courts  at 
Westminster,  and  at  the  sessions,  and  the  action 
is  to  lie  either  for  a knight,  or  burgess,  or  any 
other  person  that  would  bring  the  same,  but 
within  a time  limited,  three  months  from  the 
commencement  of  the  parliament.  Thus  elec- 
tions stood  in  point  of  law,  till  the  modern  al- 
teration within  every  body’s  memory,  and  he 
hoped  whatever  time  gentlemen  took  this  mat- 
ter into  consideration,  they  would  do  it  as  be- 
came the  Ilou-e  of  Commons,  and  examine  all 
particulars,  as  well  as  the  judgments  of  law, 
and  they  would  do  what  became  a House  of 
Commons,  and  that  nobody  would  see  the  dig- 
nity of  the  House  of  Commons  impaired.  And 
however  differences  were  between  them  in 
other  things,  they  would  he  unanimous  in  pre- 
serving the  rights  of  the  Commons,  and  of  doing 
it  in  a right  and  justifiable  manner:  and  offered 
to  their  consideration,  whether  it  would  not  he 
best  to  proceed  in  the  old  method,  by  going 
into  a grand  Committee  for  the  Courts  of  Jus- 
tice to  consider  this  matter,  and  that  by  taking 
this  course,  they  would  walk  in  the  steps  of 
their  predecessors,  and  avoid  many  inconve- 
niences, which  were  easily  to  he  foreseen 
would  happen,  by  taking  another  course. 

But  it  being  moved  and  seconded,  to  con- 
sider of  the  said  Reports  in  a Committee  of  the 
whole  House,  the  question  was  put,  and  car- 
ried, That  the  House  on  Tuesday  then  next 
following,  would  resolve  itself  into  a Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House,  to  consider  of  the 
said  Reports. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  members  do  also 
search  the  officers  of  the  court  ol  Queen’s- bench, 
what  Proceeding  were  there  in  the  Case  of 
BaruardUrnn  and  Soame,  and  for  a copy  of 
the  record  of  the  Judgment  in  that  Case,  and 
report  the  same  to  the  House. 

The  Grand  Debate  thereon. 

January  24.  Mr.  Brewer  reported,  that  the 
members  appointed  to  search  the  offices  of  the 
court  of  Queen's- bench,  ns  to  what  proceedings 
were  there  in  the  Case  of  Barnurdiston  and 
Sonne,  and  fir  a copy  of  the  Judgment  in  tiiat 
Case,  had  searched  the  Mime  accordingly;  and 
be  presented  to  the  House  a Copy  of  the  said 
Judgment,  the  consideration  whereof  was  re- 


, — Proceedings  of  the  Commons  in  the  [23i 

ferred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House 
who  were  appoiuted  to  consider  of  the  Repoi 
relating  to  the  Case  of  Ashby  and  White. 

January  23.  This  day  the  House  resolve 
into  a committee  ol  the  whole  House  to  tak 
into  consideration  the  Report  of  the  Lord 
Journals  touching  their  lordships  proceeding 
on  a Writ  of  Error  in  the  Case  between  Asbb 
and  White,  & al.  and  also  touching  their  lord 
ships  proceedings  in  the  mutter  mentioned  i 
the  Petition  of  Mr.  Bathurst;  in  which  hu 
Case  of  Mr.  Bathurst,  as  it  was  alledged,  the: 
lordships  had  taken  upon  them  au  origins 
Jurisdiction,  in  coutrouling  an  order  mam  b 
the  court  of  evchequer  lof  the  tiling  of  * recoi 
that  had  been  several  years  lodged  in  M 
Granges*  chamber  of  the  Temple  Bin  tb 
.committee  in  the  first  place  agreed  logon 
with  the  business  of  Ashby  and  White;  an 
the  debate  of  that  matter  was  carried  on  wit 
great  order  and  temper,  and  was  to  the  efra 
following. 

Mr.  Freeman  in  the  Chair. 

Air.  brewer.  Sir,  we  are  now  in  a Commute 
of  the  whole  House  upon  the  consideration  «■ 
the  Case  of  Ashby  and  White;  which  I takt  t 
be  a matter  of  the  last  consequence  to  the  pr 
vi  leges  of  the  House  of  Commons,  which  1 Unu 
are  dangerously  iuvudedcky  the  Lords  preteue 
of  Judicature  upon  them.  But,  as  I don’t  d<  at 
every  gentleman  here  thinks  it  his  duty  to  sup 
port  and  maintain  the  just  rights  and  pnvi 
leges  of  this  House,  as  intrusted  by  those  wb 
sent  us  hiiher;  so  we  shall  do  u in  such 
manner,  as  will  consist  with,  aud  maintain 
due  correspondence  with  the  Lo»ds.  J shal 
open  the  true  state  of  the  case,  with  the  Judg 
incut  given  upon  it  in  Westminster- Hal  I,  an> 
some  of  the  reasons,  which,  in  my  opinior 
support  that  Judgment ; and  then  speak  to  tb 
reversal  of  it  by  the  Lords,  (which,  with  suh 
mission,  I take  to  be  a new  attempt  of  thei 
lordships,  to  bring  this,  ami  all  our  privilege 
before  them  in  Judgment)  which  i believe 
neither  this,  nor  any  other  House  of  Common 
will  endure,  or  want  will  or  power  to  rehev 
themselves  against  such  an  usurpation. — Th 
plaintiff  declares  against  the  defendants,  tha 
whereas,  on  the  26th  day  of  December,  n 
ibe  12th  year  of  king  VV  illiam  the  third, ; 
writ  issued  to  the  Sheriff  of  Bucks,  command 
iug  him  to  cause  to  be  elected  two  Burgesse 
for  Aylesbury  ; the  sheriff  directed  his  precep 
accordingly  to  the  Constables,  to  whom  it  be 
longed  to  execute  that  precept ; and  the  bur 
gesses  being  assembled,  and  the  plaintiff  dub 
qualified  to  give  his  vote,  he  offered  to  give  i 
for  sir  Thomas  Lee  and  Mr.  Mayue ; but  tin 
defendants,  faLely  and  maliciously  intending 
to  defeat  him  ol  that  privilege,  did  refuse  tc 
receive  it ; which  lie  lays  to  his  damage,  anc 
issue  being  joined,  that  cause  was  tried  at  the 
assizes,  and  a verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  and  5 1 
damages. — The  fact  beiugthus  tried,  the  maltei 
in  hand  (that  is  to  say,  whether  this  action  ii 
maintainable  by  the  rules  of  law  or  pot)  win 
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often  argued  by  counsel  learned  at  the  bar, 
and  afterwards  consideied  by  the  judges  ill  the 
QueeuVbeuch ; and  upon  their  mature  con- 
sideration, Judgment  was  given  for  die  de- 
fendant*, that  is,  (hat  the  plaintiff  had  no  good 
cause  o(  action. — Now  1 understand  the  chief 
rea»ou  was,  tor  that  the  right  of  voting  in  such 

hath  ever  been,  hihJ  ought  to  be  cogni- 
sable and  determinable  by  the  House  nf  Com- 
mons, turd  not  elsewhere  ; for  by  the  law  ami 
vaate  ol  parliament,  the  House  of  Commons 
have  Iteard  and  determined  the  right  of  their 
o*o  elect ion>,  and  consequently  and  necessa- 
rily tiie  right  of  the  electors  to  vote ; and  for 
this  purpose,  at  the  opening  of  all  parliaments 
a c./ujiiiiitee  ol  elections  is  nominated  of  mem 
hers  of  our  own,  to  hear  and  determine  of  such 
right  of  elections,  to  whom  petitions  (after  pre- 
sented to  ti-e  HoujC)  are  referred  ; and  if  any 
elector  had  been  refused  his  vote  in  the  country 
be  i*,  Qotwiiiistanding,  allowed  his  vote  here 
id  cAs-e  he  had  right  ; and  it  shall  avail  the 
C3»<J*fate  as  much  as  if  the  vote  had  been  re- 
cwied  Idow  : and  the  committee,  alter  judg- 
ownt  upon  the  case,  report  to  the  House  all 
'ae  sp  cid  matter,  and  their  resolution*; 

* ere  re  whole  matter  may  be  afresh  de- 
bited, and  the  House  agree  or  disagree  with 
lae  committee,  as  shall  appear  reasonable.  So 

th ia  determination  and  method  of  trial 
bain  two  digestions,  and  more  likely  to  be  well 
f imded  than  that  of  a common  jury,  who  we 

* -w  are  made  by  Until r-Shenfls,  and  often 
of  pfrsoo*  so  corrupted  or  ignorant,  that  new 
twL  are  often  granted  by  the  judges.  But 

* tn«y  be  objected,  that  no  single  petitioner 
will  te  received  by  the  House:  in  unswtr  to 
tius,  I say  he  may ; and  I have  known  petitions 
touching  elections  preferred  by  very  few  per- 
sona, and  by  the  same  reason  may  by  one  : I 
Mi  sure  we  have  no  order  of  the  Home  against 
it:  wd  if  gentlemen  object,  that  no  single' 
petriou  of  tins  nature  was  ever  received,  if  they 
»ui  shew  me  when  it  was  offered,  1 will  sluw 
tbm  *b*n  it  was  received;  I believe  they  can- 
not shew  me  it  was  ever  refused.  But  I would  ask 
J they  c»u  shew  me  that  such  an  election  as 
tb*  was  ever  brought  against  the  officer,  as  in 
tins  cave.  I am  sure  they  cannot,  and  which, 
ocur  law,  is  allowed  a good  argument,  that  no 
action  lies;  especially  it  being  a case  which 
uanot  be  presumed,  but  may  happen  very 
c-hea,  almost  in  every  election  : And  I believe 
Ueit  never  was  n parliament  called  but  frequent 
ocettaous  might  nave  been  taken  for  such  an 
action,  and  better  founded  than  this  of  the 
Huuitdj  \ who  was  a poor  hostler,  anti  remov- 
ed from  that  parish  by  the  order  of  twojustices, 
to  bong  likely  to  become  chargeable.  But  it 

our  ancestors  reposed  a confidence  in 
tfeir  representatives  to  have  right  dune  them 
tauich  case:  They  sought  not  relief  from  com- 
tMojones.  And  what  is  now  done  by  this  at- 
tempt? Why,  the  judges,  upon  their  oaths  sny, 
tk»t  they  hare  no  cognizance  of  the  cause;  1 
ta  notwithstanding  the  Lords  say  they  have 
10  cognizance,  and  reverse  that  judgment ; 
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and  the  consequence  of  that  is,  the  Lords 
will  judge  of  this  our  undoubted  privilege, 
never  'till  now  drawn  into  question ; and  by 
that  reason  and  law,  the  Lords  may  sit  in  judg- 
ment upon  ail  other  our  privileges,  and  thereby 
we  become  depending  upon  them ; which  soma 
without  doors,  I find,  are  willing  to  submit  to: 
for  that  they  say,  where  one  is  deprived  of  his> 
right  he  ou*ht  to  have  damages,  which  she 
House  of  ( ominous  cannot  give,  i allow, 
where  one*  is  injured  he  shall  have  relief,  by  our 
law,  in  one  place  or  other ; but  we  have  not  one 
shop  to  cure  all  distempers,  i he  Queen’s- 
bench  relieves  chiefly  in  matters  criminal ; the 
Common- Pleas  in  civil  pleas  between  party 
and  party  ; the  Exchequer  in  matters  of  re- 
venue ; Chancery  in  cases  of  fraud  ; and  in  the 
Case  iu  question,  relief  may  be  had  (as  said  be- 
fore) ju  the  House  of  Commons,  l.y  law  and 
usage  of  parliament,  which  all  lawyers  know, 
is  a very  considerable,  known  aud  approved 
part  of  the  laws  of  England.  And  though  no 
damages  are  usually  given  here,  yet  the  officer, 
for  misbehaviour,  and  arhitraniy  refusing  votes 
who  had  right,  may  be,  and  bus  been  punish- 
ed, by  the  power  and  authority  of  the  house, 
and  even  at  Common- Law  ; as  when  an  alder- 
man is  refused  by  the  Mayor,  or  other  person 
who  ought  to  admit  him,  the  remedy  is  by  Man- 
damus, which  though  it  is  chargeable  to  the 
person  injured,  yet  1 do  not  kuow  any  damage* 
are  given  him,  otherwise  tlmn  that  the  party 
injured  is  admitted;  which  is  a relief,  the  al- 
derman having  what  he  complained  for  ! And 
so  the  elector ; Ins  vote  is  allowed  as  good  as 
if  the  constable  had  took  it.  And,  by  the  w ay, 
give  me  leave  to  observe  how  sniull  a relief  the 
new  devised  remedy,  by  damage*,  is : I dare 
affirm  and  demonstrate,  that  the  Plaintiff,  its 
the  case  in  question,  is  above  100/.  out  of 
pocket,  more  than  the  costs  and  damages  re- 
covered, which  1 take  to  be  i rift  I is  tictorin. 
But  if  gentlemen  say,  the  poor  hostler  could 
not  expend  so  much,  1 believe  so  too,  but  if  at 
the  cx pence  of  any  great  man,  1 think  it  lest 
justifiable,  to  make  a tool  of  that  poor  fellow, 
perhaps  in  order  to  eniurge  a jurisdiction. — 

1 must  confess  1 take  ti  e case  of  the  elected  lo 
be  much  stronger  than  that  of  the  electors  ; 
mid  yet,  in  such  cases,  relief  at  Common-Law 
was  always  denied,  as  in  the  case  of  sir  Samuel 
Barnardiston  and  Somne,  there  the  Shcriri  made 
a double  return  ; and  in  the  Case  of  Mr.  On- 
flow*, a false  return ; and  the  persons  injured 

• The  Case  of  Denzil  Onslow,  esq.  was  tried 
at  the  Assizes  holden  for  Surrey  on  Wednesday 
the  20th  of  July,  1681,  at  Kingston  upon 
Thames,  before  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  Eng- 
land, sir  Francis  Pemberton. 

The  Declaration. 

Denzil  Onslow,  esq.  had  brought  hit  ae-1 
tion  on  his  Case  in  the  court  of  Common 
Plea*,  against  William  Rapley,  late  bailiff  of 
the  borough  of  Haselroere  ; thereby  setting 
forth,  that  lioseimere  was  an  ancient  borough* 
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by  those  returns  were  put  to  very  great  charges, 
and  kept  long  from  their  seats  in  the  House, 

that  used  to  send  burgesses  to  parliament,  that 
a writ  issued  to  the  shcritr  of  Surrey,  to  cause 
knights  and  burgeSses  to  be  chosen  tor  the  par- 
liament to  he  held  the  17th  of  October,  anno 
SI  Caroli  rcgis.  The  sheriff  made  a precept 
to  the  borough  of  Hnseltnere,  to  chuse  burgesses. 
That,  August  31,  Anno  31  Caroli  secundi,  the 
Plaintiff  was  duly  elected  one  of  the  buruesses, 
and  returned,  by  indenture,  with  sir  William 
Moore.  That  the  Defendant,  intending  to  de- 
prive the  Plaintiff  of  the  honour  and  benefit  of 
nil  election,  did,  by  another  indenture,  return 
sir  William  Moore,  barl.  and  James  Gresham, 
esq.  as  duly  elected  : whereby  the  Plaintiff  was 
hindered  from  sitting  in  parliament,  and  put  to 
great  charge  to  assert  his  right,  to  his  damage 
of  200/. 

After  Not  Guilty  pleaded,  upon  evidence 
given  on  both  sides,  at  the  trial,  the  Case  ap- 
peared to  be  thus : 

The  Case  and  Evidence. 

At  the  election  in  this  borough  for  the  last 
parliament  at  Westminstei,  there  were  four 
competitors,  viz.  sir  Win.  Moore,  the  Plaintiff, 
Mr.  Dorington  and  Mr.  Gresham.  The  electors 
meeting  and  voting,  the  poll  was  demanded, 
granted,  and  taken  : The  Defendant  took  time 
to  peruse  and  consider  the  poll  until  the  after- 
noon ; and  having  considered  of  it,  came  again 
to  the  place  of  election,  and  declared  the 
Plaintiff  and  sir  William  Moore  had  the  ma- 
jority of  the  ancient  and  lawful  burgesses,  and 
proclaimed  those  two  to  be  duly  elected,  and 
sealed  an  indenture  thereof  accordingly  ; and 
Mr.  Gresham  being  then  present,  opposed  not 
the  same,  but  desired  that  sir  William  Moore 
(with  regard  to  his  title  and  quality)  might  be 
first  named  in  the  indenture,  although  (as  was 
then  admitted)  Mr.  Onslow  had  the  majority 
of  him  ; which  w as  done  accordingly,  Mr.  On- 
slow readily  and  generously  consenting  to  the 
doing  thereof. 

That  about  a week  or  a fortnight  after,  the 
bailiff  was  prevailed  with  to  seal  and  return 
another  indenture,  whereby  sir  William  Moore 
and  Mr.  Gredmm  were  returned  as  elected. 
Whereupon  Mr.  Onslow’s  right  to  sit  was  con- 
troverted, and  lie  suspended  from  silting ; and 
was  put  to  his  Petition  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, who,  upon  hearing  of  the  whole  matter, 
and  consideration  had  of  the  indirect  dealing  of 
the  Defendant  and  others,  declared  Mr./)nslow 
duly  elected,  and  committed  the  Defendunt ; and 
Mr.  Onslow  sate  in  the  last  parliament  at  West- 
minster for  that  borough,  and  that  Mr.  Onslow 
had  been  at  great  charges  to  clear  bis  election. — 
First,  the  Defendant's  counsel  insisted  on  the  sta- 
tute of  1 II.  5,  c.  1,  That  a person  elected  must 
be  free,  resiunt,  and  dwelling  within  the  bo- 
rough ; to  which  it  was  answered,  and  resolved 
by  the  court,  that  little  or  no  regard  was  to  be 
bad  to  that  ancient  statute,  forasmuch  as  the 
common  practice  of  the  kingdom  bad  been, 


and  yet,  at  Common- Law  could  never  obtain 
relief.  The  Judges  were  of  opinion  (as  th* 

ever  since,  the  contrary;  and  it  was  the  way 
fill  the  parliament  house  with  men  below  t 
employment:  and  the  objection  was  disallow!  ! 
Secondly,  it  was  agreed  unto  by  the  parti*  l 
and  by  their  counsel  on  both  sides,  that  1 1 
right  of  choice  of  burgesses  for  this  borough  I 
parliament,  lay  in  the  burgage  freeholders  1 1 
siant,  and  inhabiting  within  the  borough,  an 
none  others. 

Then  the  Plaintiff's  counsel  insisted  an 
proved,  that  there  voted  for  him  13,  having  gon 
and  unquestionable  votes ; unto  one  wberen 
the  Defendant’s  counsel  excepted,  for  that  I* 
before  the  election,  had  mortgaged  his  estat  ? 
which  the  party  himself,  present  in  couit,  de 
nied  upon  oath  : and  the  court  was  of  opiniur 
it  had  not  been  a good  objection,  if  true,  so  lo  i 
ns  the  mortgager  continued  the  possession,  an 
had  the  benefit  of  redemption  in  him. 

The  Defendant’s  counsel  said,  there  rot? 
for  Mr.  Gresham  14,  having  good  votes  : whid 
if  so,  would  have  made  a majority ; but  th 
Plaintiff’s  counsel  excepted  to  six  of  the  H 
as  being  no  good  electors,  for  one  of  them  lire 
not  within  the  borough ; which  was  proved,  !>( 
nncient  reputation  and  perambulation,  that  lb 
house  where  he  lived  was  left  without  the  bound* 
As  to  the  other  five,  the  objection  was,  thi?! 
were  no  real  burgage- tenants  ; and  that,  if  air 
conveyances  had  been  made  to  them  of  burgng 
lands,  they  were  lately  mode,  and  fraudulent^ 
contrived,  to  make  votes  against  an  election 
and  because  the  Defendant's  counsel  could  do 
deny  but  these  conveyances  were  lately  made 
the  Court  put  the  Difendant  to  produce  on« 
prove  them, which  was  done;  and  upon  readin 
of  them,  it  appeared,  tw  o of  the  five  were  mad 
after  the  test  of  the  parliament  writ,  and  thre 
of  them  in  order  to  carry  on  sir  Philip  Floyd’ 
election  in  the  borough,  about  five  years  since 
Two  of  them  were  conveyances  by  one  Valioi 
who  had  a garden  about  30  rods,  and  conveye* 
to  each  of  his  two  sons  a piece  of  it,  conrainioj 
about  ten  rods,  of  which  they  had  made  jointure 
to  their  wives,  each  ••hare  bring  worth,  at  best 
2*.  per  annum.  Another  of  the  five  w as  mad 
by  the  father,  who  hud  a close  containing  tw 
acres,  and  made  a con\ey»nce  to  his  son  c 
about  a quarter  of  an  acre,  which  alwnys  aftc 
lay  undivided,  and  was  constantly  enjoyed  b 
the  father.  Another  conveyance  was  made  b 
a son-in-law  to  bis  father-in-law,  of  a cart 
house.  The  Inst  conveyance  was  to  one  Jack 
son,  of  a little  tenement : but  it  was  proved  tha 
collateral  security  given  to  re-ennvey,  and  tba 
the  grantor  had  repaired.  As  to  all  five,  ther 
appeared  several  badges  of  fraud,  as  a conti 
nued  possestion  in  the  grantors,  Sic.  and  th 
several  confessions  of  the  purpose  and  intent  o 
making  them  for  the  elections. 

The  court  censured  such  proceedings  as  evi 
and  unlawful;  Mr.  W.  (Recorder  of  G.)  one  o 
the  Defendant’s  counsel,  stood  up  to  justifi 
these  proceedings,  and  said,  it  was  part  of  th* 
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aow  are  in  the  case  of  the  elector)  that  it  was  a 
natter  of  parliamentary  cognizance,  of  which 

cowtiturioo  of  our  government  to  do  so.  At 
wfcich  the  Court  seemed  very  angry,  and  won- 
dered that  any  one,  especially  a man  of  the 
gown,  should  say  so,  and  said,  Do  yon  think  our 
government  hath  no  better  constitution?  with 
which  tlw  gentleman  not  being  satisfied,  he  was 
tesd  by  the  Cuurt,  he  deserved  to  be  taken  no- 
nce of  for  saying  so,  and  that  he  seemed  to 
hare  advised  to  have  the  thing  done. 

To  conclude  the  evidence,  the  Plaintiffs 
c&unsel  delivered  into  Court  ten  or  twelve  se- 
veral conveyances,  that  were  proved  by  the 
rim  that  wrote  them,  to  have  been  made  by 
Mr.  G.’s  order,  to  make  so  many  votes  at  a 
traer  election,  wherein  Mr.  Gresham  was  con- 
cerned; and  the  election  being  over,  they  were 
cancelled  and  delivered  up ; concerning  winch, 
Mr.  Greshaui  endeavoured  to  soy  something  by 
way  of  etcuse,  but  was  told  by  the  Court,  it 
was  too  had  to  be  excused  ; and  it  was  well  an 
set  of  general  pardon  had  passed  since  this  was 
d'me,  else  he  should  have  answered  it  in  ano- 
ther place.  During  the  whole  time  of  the 
trial,  the  same  was  managed  with  great  patience 
acd  circumspection  ; for,  so  soon  as  the  cause 
was  opened  by  the  Plaintiff’s  Counsel,  the 
Court  perceiving  the  nature  of  it,  commanded 
ikoee  and  attention  in  the  jury  : The  Court 
dedamg  it  was  of  great  weight,  as  great  as  an^r 
ever  came  there  to  be  tried.  And  the  evi- 
dence being  fully  given  on  both  sides,  the  Court, 
hr  vit  of  direction,  told  the  Jury,  that  the 
fauatiff  need  not,  4s  this  case  is,  prove  any  ex- 
press malice  in  die  Defendant;  for  it  shall  be 
mrcoded  when  a man  shall  do  such  an  evil 
thing  as  this  is,  contrary  to  bis  own  knowledge 
*wi  declaration  made  upon  the  election,  and 
afterwards  also;  (for  it  was  proved  against  him, 
hy «ce  or  two  witnesses,  that  a little  time  be- 
fore this  trial,  he  did  confess  Mr.  Onslow  duly 
dieted,  and  that  he  had  told  Mr.  Gresham 
■hat  would  come  of  it.)  And  the  Court  fur- 
ther told  the  Jury,  that  this  was  a cause  of  mo- 
and  deserved  more  than  ordinary  consi- 
gnation ; and  that  the  making  votes  by  such 
■caos  was  a very  evil  and  unlawful  thing,  and 
**de d to  the  destruction  of  the  government, 
ud  debauching  of  parliaments  ; and  although 
r'**e  of  the  conveyances  were  made  some  time 
htforeUm  election,  to  serve  a turn  at  a former 
thoioe;  yet  that  they  were  fraudulent  and  void 
"their  creation,  and  ought  not  to  be  made  use 
°*  M any  time  against  any  other  person  ; and 
th»t  it  was  senseless  to  think  such  practices 
■we  part  of  the  constitution  of  the  government, 
* to  imagine  that  persons  whom  we  intrust 
■ith  tror  lives  and  fortunes  ought  to  be  made 
•*d  chosen  by  such  evil  devices : and  that  such 
Jtoeti ces  deserve  to  be  severely  punished,  and 
^tted  the  Jury  to  give  signal  damages, 
^lemipon  the  Jury  withdrew,  and  after  a 
J"#tstay,  gave  a Verdict  for  the  Plaintiff,  nnd 
^ 'hniages. 

And  the  Court,  in  the  course  of  the  evidence, 


they  were  not  competent  judges.  And  should 
we  now  admit  this  matter  to  be  determined  by 

liaving  observed  one  Bdlingharet  to  be  much 
concerned  in  the  proof  and  management  of 
their  fraudulent  deeds,  conceived  him  to  he 
privy  to  much  of  the  practice  thereabouts,  and 
commanded  him  to  stay  in  the  court  till  the 
jury  had  given  in  their  verdict;  which  when 
they  had  done,  the  Court  required  hint  to  find 
sureties  to  appear  in  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench 
next  Michaelmas-Term,  to  answer  to  an  infor- 
mation touching  the  said  misdemeanor : and 
in  the  mean  time  to  be  of  good  behaviour, 
which  accordingly  he  did  do ; and  sir  William 
Moore,  and  sir  George  Woodruff,  wtioin  he  had 
served  last  election  at  Haselmere,  were  his  sure- 
ties. And  the  Court  required  the  Plaintiff^ 
Mr.  Onslow,  to  see  that  an  information  be  pre- 
ferred; which  he  promised  to  do:  And  th« 
Court  declared  it  was  a very  great  offence,  and 
should  he  severely  punished. 

I shall  give  a few  instances  of  what  the 
House  of  Commons  have  done  in  former  ages 
to  punish  and  prevent  evils  about  Elections. 

1.  Anno  20  Jacobi,  doctor  Harris,  minister 
of  Blechmgley  in  Surrey,  for  misbehaving  him- 
self by  preaching,  nnd  otherwise,  about  elec- 
tion of  members  of  parliament,  upon  com- 
plaint, was  called  to  to  the  bar  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  there  as  a delinquent,  on  his 
knees,  had  judgment  to  confess  his  fault  theref 
and  in  the  county,  in  the  pulpit  of  his  parish 
church  on  Sunday  hefore  the  sermon. 

2.  Anno  20  Jacobi,  Ingrey,  under-sheriff  of 
Cambridgeshire,  for  refusing  the  poll,  upon  the 
promise  of  sir  Thomas  Steward  to  defend  him 
therein,  kneeling  at  the  bar,  received  his  judg- 
ment, to  stand  committed  to  the  serjeant  at 
arms,  and  to  make  submission  at  the  bar,  and 
acknowledge  his  offence  there,  and  to  make 
a farther  submission  openly  at  the  quarter  ses- 
sions, and  there  also  to  acknowledge  his  fault. 

3.  Anno  20  Jacobi,  the  mayor  of  Arundel, 
for  misbehaving  himself  in  an  election,  by  put- 
ting the  town  to  a great  deal  of  charge,  not 
giving  a due  and  general  warning,  but  packing 
a number  of  electors,  w as  sent  for  by  a war- 
rant, and  after,  ordered  to  pay  nil  the  charge ; 
and  the  House  appointed  certsyn  persons  to  ad- 
just the  charges. 

4.  And  lastly,  3 Cur.  1.  Sir  William  Wrey 
aud  others,  deputy- lieutenants  of  Cornwall,  fur 
assuming  to  themselves  a power  to  make  whom 
they  pleased  knights,  and  defaming  those  gen- 
tlemen that  then  stood  to  be  chosen,  sending 
up  and  down  the  country  letters  for  the  train- 
ed-bands to  appear  at  tho  day  of  election,  and 
menacing  the  country,  under  the  title  of  his 
majesty’s  pleasure ; had  judgment  given  upon 
I hem  to  be  committed  to  die  Tower.  2.  To 
make  a recognition  of  their  offence  at  die 
bar  of  the  House,  upon  their  knees;  which 
was  done.  3.  To  make  a recognition  and 
submision  at  the  assizes  in  Cornwall,  in  a 
form  drawn  by  a committee.  See  this  Case  in 
a folio  pamphlet,  printed  1681. 
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the  courts  below,  what  great  confusion  and  in- 
convenience would  follow?  I presume  no  body 
will  pretend  to  exclude  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  in  his  Case;  and  yet,  if 
they  judge  one  way,  and  the  courts  below  ano- 
ther, and  ueither  have  power  to  supersede  or 
reverse  the  determination  of  the  other,  under 
what  uncertainly  will  the  officers  and  all  parties 
concerned  lie?  Whereas,  in  other  cases,  where 
one  court  errs,  a superior  court  reverses ; but 
here,  both  adjudications  shall  stand  together, 
though  inconsistent  the  one  with  the  other. — 
But  it  is  said,  in  this  Case,  the  action  lies,  be- 
cause the  Defendant  refused  tin;  Plaintiff*! s Vote, 
malicioic  • t fulso.  1 take  those  to  be  words  ol 
course,  and  no  evidence  of  that  is  given  to  the 
jury. — Sir,  to  conclude,  the  House  lattly  passed 
a Resolution,  that  no  Lords  should  intermeddle 
at  any  of  our  elections:  But  if  this  be  allowed 
as  law,  they  may  at  the  last,  judge  and  make 
(for  aught  1 know)  all  our  elections.  But  for 
my  part,  I am  for  continuing  the  possesion  of 
this,  and  all  our  other  just  privileges,  as  derived 
down  to  us  from  our  predecessors,  who  ever  en- 
joyed and  exercised  them  as  now  we  should; 
and  1 hope  before  we  rise  we  shall  think  of 
some  remedies,  and  not  lie  wholly  under  the 
power  or  mercy  of  the  Lords. 

Sir  Thomas  Poeoit.  Mr.  Freeman;  I believe  I 
should  hardly  have  rose  up  in  this  matter,  hut 
that  I think  it  more  particularly  my  duty  to 
speak  to  this  thing,  if  it  were  possible,  than  any 
other;  for  in  truth,  I have  had  a more  particu- 
lar opportunity  of  knowing  the  nature  of  this 
case,  and  the  proceedings  in  it,  and  what  the 
consequences  of  it  wifi  be,  than  many  others 
have  had. — I must  acquaint  you  I was  of  coun- 
sel in  this  cause,  in  the  House  of  Peers,  upon 
the  Writ  of  Error  with  White,  and  the  other 
constables  that  were  prosecuted  in  this  action, 
and  did  to  ray  power  defend  what  I took  to  be 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  this  house. — I would 
stand  right  in  the  opinion  of  every  body ; for 
what  I did  there  for  my  client,  in  the  course  of 
my  profession,  I do  not  think  myself  obliged  to 
maintain  here-:  for  then  it  was  my  duty  to  do 
my  best  for  him  as  his  counsel,  but  now  he  hath 
done  with  me,  and  I have  done  with  him,  in 
this  place. — It  Jptfh  been  to  the  great  honour 
of  some  Judges  in  Westminster- Hall,  who  have 
argued  in  cases  below,  at  the  bar,  and  have 
been  brought  on  the  Bench  before  the  cause 
hath  been  determined,  that  they  have  argued 
•t  the  bar  one  way,  and  when  upon  the  Bench, 
have  given  Judgment  another  way,  against  their 
very  clients,  and  thereby  have  done  their  duly 
in  both  places. — Now,  when  I have  said  this, 

I hope  1 do  stand  fair  and  clear,  that  I do 
bow  speak  as  a member  of  the  House  of 
Commons. — You  are  upon  a point  which  I 
iwsh  had  never  happened,  for  there  is  no- 
thing I enter  upon  with  greater  rclurtancy 
than  what  looks  like  a dispute  with  the 
Other  House ; for  no  man  pays  n greater 
honour  to  the  House  of  Peers,  and  to  every 
peer  there,  than  I do  ; however,  as  X am  insu- 
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tuted,  I shall  endeavour  to  maintain  the  rig! 
of  this  House.  And  I do  say,  if  the  Peers 
England  can  determine  all  our  properties 
law  , upon  Writs  of  Error,  and  all  our  ragV 
in  equity  upon  Appeals ; and  if  they  can  <1 
terinine  our  elections  in  consequence  of  tl 
action,  os  I am  of  opinion  they  may,  if  tl 
action  prevails,  they  have  a greater  pow 
than  ever  that  House  had  in  the  days  of  tin 
noble  ancestors,  when  they  were  in  the  great! 
grandeur.  I will  shew  what  will  be  the  ill  cu 
sequences,  and  I think  it  very  lit  for  you 
take  this  matter  into  consideration,  it  the 
be  any  way  to  come  at  it.  First,  I cann 
deny  but,  generally  speaking,  a man  has  rig 
to  bring  his  action  at  law  ; but  then  I hot 
though  a man  hath  a right  to  bring  an  actio 
yet  he  cannot  bring  it  in  detriment  to  »■ 
other  man's  privilege  ; for  if  a member  of  tl 
House  be  sued  in  time  of  privilege,  though 
person  have  a right  to  such  action,  yet  he  ca 
not  prosecute  it  in  breach  of  the  privilege 
such  person,  much  less  can  a man  prosecute  . 
action  in  breach  of  the  privilege  of  this  Horn 
And  suppose  this  should  come  before  the  Lor 
in  question,  by  Writ  of  Error,  and  they  show 
be  in  possession  of  the  cause,  sure  every  d 
termination  of  the  Lords,  upon  a Writ 
Error,  is  not  without  more  ado  to  be  conclusi 
to  the  Commons  in  their  rights  and  priviiegi 
so -as  that  they  may  not  take  an  alarm,  and 
concerned  if  all  their  privileges  are  about 
he  taken  from  them.  Suppose  any  member 
this  House,  (as  I think  by  the  privileges  of  tl 
House  ho  may,)  should,  in  this  House,  ha' 
just  occasion  to  take  notice  of  some  gre 
misdemeanor  in  any  great  officer  of  tl 
crown,  and  should  assert  matters  high 
intrenching  on  the  honour  of  a peer 
England  ; and  suppose,  when  the  pnrliaine 
was  up,  the  peer  should  bring  his  action 
scundalum  magnatum  against  the  member, 
law,  for  words  that  he  had  spoken  here,  ar 
lay  them  as  spoken  elsewhere,  form  a tr  ansi  to 
action  he  may,  and  he  should  justify  that  tin 
were  spoken  in  tlie  House  of  Commons,  writer 
by  the  privileges  of  the  House,  freedom  * 
speech  is  allowed  ; and  suppose  Judgment  i 
that  case,  as  in  this  it  was,  should  be  give 
against  the  plaintiff,  and  afterwards  this,  by 
W rit  of  Error,  should  lie  brought  before  tl 
the  Peers,  and  they  should  reverse  this  jud< 
ment,  and  give  Judgment  for  the  Plaintiff ; ca 
any  thing  be  more  destructive  to  the  const iti 
lion  of  puiliament,  if  such  a case  as  this  shoul 
happen  ? And  must  the  Commons  in  such  ca< 
sit  down  under  it  ? — Suppose  any  man  sboul 
presume  to  arrest  any  member  as  be  wns  goin 
into  the  House  of  Commons,  uay,  the  Speaks 
himstlf,  and  afterwards  he  is  committed  b 
order  of  the  House,  and  the  person  comm  i tie 
should  bring  his  action  for  taking  him  int 
custody,  and  ihe  serjennt  who  took  him  int 
custody  should  plead  this  matter, and  the jud^t 
give  Judgment  ror  him  as  they  did  for  the  L)c 
fendants  in  this  Case,  and  byWrit  of  Error,  i 
being  brought  into  the  House  of  Peers  the 
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dwild  reverse  this  Judgment,  and  give  the 
PiainutF  his  damages  ; will  any  one  sav,  we 
could  oot  take  notice  of  this  ? Would  it  not 
dtscruy  all  our  rights  and  privileges  ? So  no 
d'wbc  in  tins  Case,  though  tiiey  have  gone  by 
*ajrof  action  at  law,  and  Judgment  in  West- 
muicr-Hidl,  nod  Writ  of  Error  in  the  House 
ui  Peers,  it  cannot  be  said,  hut,  if  it  concerns  our 
rgbts,  we  may  take  notice  of  it.  In  the  Case  of 
u Juun  Elliot,  &c.  the  Commons  declared  the 
Judgment,  5 Car.  1.  illegal,  and  against  the  pri- 
nitre  of  parliament. — It  is  my  poor  opinion,  it 
a our  right  (ami  i think  no  body  can  doubt  it,) 
krveare  in  possession  of  it,  to  determine  our 
4*n  elections;  nnd  1 would  be  glad  to  be  ac- 
tuated when  first  we  began  to  hear  and  de- 
fcrmiuc  our  ow  n elections  : 1 believe  nobody 
ini.  suv  with  certainty  when  we  did  not.— I 
know  we  nave  a turbulent  author,  w ho  genc- 
•Hj  atfircted  to  he  in  the  wroug,  and,  though  a 
Wilber  of  tins  House,  made  it  his  business  to  1 
anteactmi»i  their  privileges,  and  was  always 
Ui  uiig  among  the  records  of  the  Tower,  from 
•lance  he  brought  away  a great  deal  of  dirk 
auf)  Uun,  and  ytt  could  never  pretend  or  pro- 
■w*  Bi.»re  than  two  instances,  where  the  Coin- 
■win resorted  to  any  other  place  fur  the  set- 
liiui;  the  right  of  their  elections:  The  man  I 
n Mr.  lJr v Mil  : he  takes  occasion  to  do 
ftirum  w hut  is  said  by  my  Lord  Chief  Justice 
C*e,  (who,  with  your  favour,  I must  take  no- 
te* so  far.  as  to  say  he  was  not  only  a very 
lira  man  m our  profession,  hut  had  been 
fiwakcrof  the  House  of  Commons  in  his  time) 
■fid  he,  m ins  1 Inst.  tol.  116.  and  4 Inst.  1 
h/l.  14,  15,  and  2d,  asserts,  * That  the  law 
*•*  parliament  is  as  much  part  of  the  law  of 
* kingdom,  as  any  other,  and  indeed  the 
‘behest : lie  calls  it  * Lex  et  consuetude  par- 
imnenti and  says,  this  is  the  law  that 
•wh  H'Hiec  hath  possession  of,  and  judgeth 
L,  ^lideach  House  is  a House  of  Judicature  ; 
Uul  lit  pats  upon  this  a great  tnauy  instances, 
*■*1  wine  of  them  may  seem  strange  to 
tk>*  who  have  run  upon  the  Commons  of  late, 
ht  tells  you  of  a case  8 Elis,  (at  that  time 
Otnkm  whs  Speaker,  and  it  is  in  fol.  19,  of  the 
of  tire  House  of  Commons  of  that  year), 
we  Lmg  was  returned  a member  for  West- 
; aod  it  being  complained  of  that  he  came 
*^>*he  House  by  undue  practices,  it  was  en- 
ured into  hy  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
that  I e had  given  four  pounds  to  the 
Maw  <,i  West !>ury  ; unit  they  having  examined 
wd  tntd  das  matter,  did  not  only  expel  Long, 
they  6netl  and  impiisoned  the  Mayor  of 
wenbury,  1 Secundum  Legem  et  Consuetu- 
dintm  IVlumenh.’  Mr.  Prynn,  the  author  I 
**ntion«d,  suppose! it  there  was  a time  when 
***  k’uoinions  used  to  apply  to  the  king,  in  case 
*rong  was  done  in  the  matter  of  their  elec- 
and  in  his  comment  on  the  4 Instit.  31, 
-"wbtick  to  the  12  Ed.  2,  there  the  king  was 
?iewed  by  commission  to  appoint  several  per-  ; 
“ws  to  Hear  the  matter  ol  an  election.  He  j 
^CTiiistoo,  another  instance,  and  that  is  in 
ttu?  the  fith’t  lime,  in  the  ca9e  uf  lluuting- 
*«L.  VI, 
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ton  ; and  there  was  a Petition  to,  and  a Com- 
mission from  the  king  in  like  manner.  The 
latest  of  these  instances  is  above  200  years 
ago,  and  neither  of  them  make  any  thing  lor  a 
power  in  the  Lords  to  determine  ilie  dictions 
of  the  Cotntnous  ; but,  on  the  contrary,  rather 
for  a power  to  be  delegated  by  the  king;  and 
the  instances  are  hut  two.  Now,  I say,  Sir, 
we  are,  and  have  been  in  possession  of  this 
right  for  u very  great  length  of  time,  and  have 
it  confirmed  to  us  by  act  of  parliament ; lor 
the  late  act  of  7 and  8 of  king  William,  hath, 
in  elfect,  declared,  that  the  determination  of 
the  Right  of  the  electors  is  in  the  House  of 
Commons : for  it  says,  That  the  sherilfs  nud 
officers  of  oil  sorts,  shall  follow  the  last  deter- 
mination of  the  House  of  Commons,  as  their 
rule  and  guide  in  such  cases.  And  surely  no- 
thing is  more  absurd,  than  to  say  this  Iluiise 
shall  examine,  try,  and  dttenniue  who  are 
elected  ; and  yit  Westminster-! lull,  and  ihc 
Lords,  shall  examine  nnd  dete  rmine  the  right 
tffthe  electors.  How  can  any  one  examine 
the  election,  hut  the  first  step  he  takes  must  he 
to  consider  and  determine  w ho  are  the  electors  ? 
And  the  determining  the  one,  is  determining 
the  other. — 1 would  trouble  you  a little  with 
the  Reasons  tiiey  give  why  this  action  should 
lie.  it  hath  been  said,  and  I think  it  is  true, 
for  the  honour  of  England,  and  I believe  it 
hardly  can  be  found  to  fail,  that  where  a man 
hath  a right,  and  a wrong  done  him,  he  is 
somewhere  to  have  a remedy,  but  now  lei  us 
see  the  application  of  this  rule.  Are  they  not 
by  the  same  law  that  settles  the  right,  and  de* 
clares  the  wrong,  to  enquiie  where  the  remedy 
is  to  be  had  ? For,  though  you  have  a remedy, 
you  mistake  that  which  is  the  proper  remedy; 
and  the  same  law  that  settles  the  right,  nnd 
declares  the  wrong,  gives  the  remedy  ; you 
must  therefore  go  to  the  place  where  the  law 
directs,  for  your  remedy,  not  where  yourself 
would  desire  the  remedy.  * Therefore*  says  my 
Lord  Coke,  in  his  Preface  to  bis  4 Instit.  and 
likewise  fol.  14,  and  15,  * we  have  several  juris- 
dictions, some  ecclesiastical,  some  temporal, 
&c.  some  governed  hy  one  law,  and  some  by 
another ; and  all  must  have  their  rules  and 
hounds,  whicli  we  must  observed.*  If  your 
right  be  ecclesiastical,  as  for  instnuce,  before 
the  Statute  of  Tithes,  could  you  in  Westmin- 
stcr-IIall  have  brought  your  action  ? Or  if 
issue  had  been  joined  in  such  an  action,  nud 
the  parties  had  gone  to  trial,  will  any  body 
say  but  that  the  Judges  must  have  arrest etl 
judgment,  and  said  that  it  was  out  of  their  ju- 
risdiction ? If  a lord  of  a manor  should  refuse 
to  admit  a man,  to  whom  a surrender  is  made 
of  a copyhold  estate,  the  lord  has  done  him 
wrong,  and  daiflnge  too  ; but  yet  he  cannot 
bring  his  action  at  law  for  it,  for  it  is  an  equi- 
table righ%  and  he  must  go  to  a court  of 
equity  for  his  remedy:  and  sol  could  put  a 
thousand  instances,  but  I will  not  spend  your 
time.  So  that  I say,  it  is  not  enough  to  say 
you  have  a right,  and  must  have  a remedy, 
and  therefore  you  may  bring  your  action  at 
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the  common  law  ; but  yon  must  seek  it  in  a I as  Henry  4’s  time,  there  were  great  contei 
proper  place,  though  perhaps  costs  and  da-  about  elections,  and  the  sheriffs  in  those  da 
mages,  and  a trial  by  a jury,  may  be  mure  de-  were  opt  to  do  wrong,  as  appears  by  7 H. 
iiruble  to  the  party. — Now,  in  this  Case  I cap.  13.  And  therefore  11  11.  4,  cap.  1,  the 
would  know,  whether  this  is  not  a matter  of  was  imposed  100/.  penalty  to  the  king,  on  t 
parliamentary  jurisdiction,  and  also  a'  parlia-  sheriff  that  did  not  do  Ins  duty,  according 
mentnry  right?  Is  any  thing  more  plain?  He  the  statute  d«»cs  direct : so  that  it  docs  app< 
that  hath  right  to  vote,  hath  a right  to  send  a there  was  occasion  for  these  actions,  it  tb 
person  to  represent  him,  and  sit  in  parliament;  had  lain  by  law  ; and  yet  you  will  find  tl 
therefore  it  is  a parliamentary  right ; where  never,  till  23  II.  6,  did  it  enter  into  the  thougi 
then  must  be  your  remedy  ? In  tbe  House  of  of  any  man,  that  an  action  at  common  I 
Commons,  where  you  have  a right  to  seud  a could  be  brought  for  an  injury  in  an  electio 
person  to  sit  and  represent  you  ; there  you  may  and  therefore  that  act  recites,  that  there  « 
complain,  I was  denied  tny  vote,  or  misused  not  before  that  time,  a sufficient  remedy 
upon  the  election.  This,  by  the  law  of  par-  the  party  grieved,  and  therefore  gives  100/. 
liainent,  shall  be  examined  here,  and  for  this  the  party,  and  costs,  if  a knight,  and  40/.  i 
purpose  you  constantly  appoint  a standing  citizen  or  burgess,  and  that  by  a law  made 
committee  of  elections.  Indeed  I cannot  but  purpose  to  help  the  party  to  an  action,  win 
wonder  at  the  bringing  of  this  new-invented  there  was  no  such  remedy  before.  Thus 
action;  for  if  there  be  any  thing  certain  in  rested  till  the  famous  Case  between  Nevill  a 
the  common  law,  it  is  this,  that  where  you  Strode,  in  2 Siderlin,  fol.  168,  (in  that  lime  d 
claim  a right  to  uuy  thing,  it  must  be  founded  sent  tive  knights  of  the  shire  out  of  Berkshir 
upon  common  usage  in  (hat  case,  or  in  some  Mr.  Nevill  brought  his  action  against  $tr< 
ca>e  that  carries  the  same  reason,  and  is  just  the  sheriff ; and  lie  alledged  that  he  being  Q 
like  it  ; for  tbe  common  law,  generally  speak-  of  the  five  chosen  for  that  county.  Strode  \ 
ing,  is  nothing  else  but  common  usage.  Now  maliciously  and  falsely  refused  to  return  hi 
lei  os  sec  !«»r  the  usage  in  this  case,  and  whe-  &c.  and  the  jury  gave  him  1,500/.  dauiag 
ther  there  has  been  any  tiling  like  this  action  This  action  made  a great  noise,  and  the  Jud| 
before.  Say  they,  how  do  you  know  but  such  looked  upon  it  ns  a great  novelty,  and  thuu; 
actions  have  been  brought  Ik  foie  ? I do  not  fit  to  coosult  the  parliament  in  it  ;*  (they  us 
see  that  there  can  he  a stronger  negative  proof  to  consult  the  parliament *in  former  days, 
in  any  oilier  case  than  in  this ; fur  we  have  matters  relating  to  the  parliament,)  and  I 
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print,  for  300  years,  and  we  have  lmd  parlia-  * bir  Humphry  Mackworth,  in  hi*\i& 
meats  m every  reign  since,  and  in  several  cation  of  the  Fundamental  Right  of  the  Co 
reigns  a great  many  parliaments  : and  let  us  mons  of  England,  p.  27,  suith.  In  the  Case 
consider,  whether  this  case  would  nut  have  Strode  and  Nevill,  a.  l>.  1633,  in  an  action 
happened  frequently  in  500  years,  in  so  many  the  case,  against  the  sheriff  for  a false  reUii 
elections  in  routines,  boroughs,  and  cities  to  the  damage  of  2,000/.  after  a Verdict  fur  t 
where  there  are  such  un  infinite  number  of  Plaintiff  and  1,500/.  Damage.*,  the  Court 
electors?  And  therefore  this  case  must  fre-  the  King's  Bench  adjourned  the  case  into  pi 
quern ly  have  happened  il  such  an  action  lay  liainent,  propter  difficuUaUm%  whether  1 
iu  inw.  [i  it  be  atked,  how  do  l know  that  action  did  l.e  or  not?  Where  it  is  to  be  c 
such  an  action  hath  not  been  brought  before  ; served,  that  it  was  not  adjourned  into  t 
1 answer,  it  is  wonderfully  plain  there  never  House  of  Peers,  but  into  the  House  ot  Coi 
was  such  an  action  brought  before  ; for  ns  we  mons,  as  the  only  proper  judges,  in  all  ca*« 
have  our  acts  of  parliament  in  print,  so  we  have  that  nature  concerning  elections  ; so  caret 
faithful  II<  poits  of  all  our  Law-Cases,  which  were  they  of  the  Rights  of  the  Commons.  A 
we  call  the  Year-Books,  and  which  are  memo*  let  not  the  iniquity  ol  those  times  of  ReU-h 
rials  of  ail  cases  so  long  back  as  from  Ed.  2’s  be  objected  to  this  instance ; the  ArgutfH 
time,  that  is  400  years,  followed  by  a series  of  from  theuce  extremely  confirms  the  Right 
Reports  (id  this  time,  and  are  now  grown  so  the  Commons;  fur  if  it  be  considered  to 
numerous,  that  they  become  a burden  : and  I Cromwell  had  then  created  a new  House 
will  desire  any  gentleman  of  the  law  here,  or  in  Lords,  and  wanted  nothing  but  a House 

Commons  t<>  establish  his  usurpation,  tlwf 
this  purpose  l e had  formed  a new  model  ol  j 
House  of  Commons,  and  overturned  t! 
method  of  elections,  depriving  all  the  boroufi 
of  their  rights,  and  causing  the  choice  a* 
returns  of  members  to  be  made  by  the  count 
yet  the  name  of  a House  of  Couiniow  r 
mnined  ; and  even  that  was  so  revere111'01' 
those  days,  that  none  would  attempt  to  drpn1 
them  of  their  essential  privilege,  of  iudgaifi 
elections:  no  influence  could  bias  ti»ejudgc 
they  thought  it  so  inherent,  that  they 
not  presume  to  uucrmcddlc  iu  it. 


England,  to  shew  me  the  footsteps  iff  any  such 
action  ns  this,  or  of  this  kind  (ill  now,  ever 
brought  before.  We  have  always  said,  our 
fore-fathers  were  wiser  men,  and  greater  law- 
yers than  we  are ; and  so  they  were : but 
such  an  action  ns  this  never  entered  their 
thoughts. — But  it  may  be  said,  how  does  it 
appear  that  there  was  occasion  for  these  kind 
of  uctious  formerly,  for  men  heretofore  were 
unwilling  to  serve  in  parliament,  they  were 
hired,  and  almost  prest  to  it,  and  it  was  hard 
to  get  men  to  coine  up  ? I answer,  it  was  so 
far  wilier  wist  for  many  years  past,  that  so  early 
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Jakes  heretofore,  when  they  were  asked  their 
O^rnton  id  difficult  matters  relating  tu  the  par- 
liament, would  say,  this  is  above  us,  and  there- 
fore to  lie  decided  by  parliament.  And  this 
ae*c  being  referred  to  the  parliament,  they 
kxilted  upon  it  as  so  extraordinary  an  attempt, 
riot  though  Mr.  Nevill  hud  a verdict  for  1,500/. 
Damage*,  yet  he  never  gut  a farthing  of  the 
coney,  or  any  benefit  by  the  verdict : Sed  ibi 
brmtvit.— Alter  this,  came  the  great  Cause, 
that  hath  been  mentioned,  of  Sonme  and  tiar- 
oaruistoo ; and  nielhinks  this  d<  serves  very 
asach  our  consideration,  and  how  far  the  de- 
termination of  the  House  of  Peers  ought  to  be 
* rule  m this  very  case.  That  cause  set  forth 
•ith  great  prospect  of  success ; sir  Samuel  Bar- 
DanJotuo,  iu  that  case,  did  not  slight  the  de- 
termination of  the  House  of  Commons,  but 
fim petitioned  this  House  as  the  proper  place 
to  determine  his  right,  and  had  it  decided  for 
Inin,  that  lie  was  tfie  person  duly  elected,  and 
the  other  return  was  taken  off  the  file;  aud 
then  he  brought  his  action  at  common  law, 
mid  vet  forth  this  whole  matter,  and  that  the 
■kentf  faUly  and  maliciously  returned  another 
with  him,  whereby  he  was  kept  out  of  his 
ljjbt,&c.  a long  time,  and  put  to  very  great 
etpeoce  aud  costs.  This  came  to  be  tried 
« the  bar  of  the  King’s- bench,  and  there 
a verdict  given  for  sir  Samuel  Bar- 
lurdiston  for  600/.  This  was  looked  upon  as  a 
Ftat  case,  and  uiy  lord  chief  justice  Hale 
W all  persons  about  him  take  notice,  that  they 
dd  not  determine  the  right  of  the  tlectiou,  lor 
the  judgment  m that  case  belonged  to  the 
tmiumeut ; but  said,  since  the  House  of 
I .namons  had  determined  the  right,  he  thought 
they  might  follow  their  judgment  to  repair  him 
ii  damages,  and  so  gave  judgment  for  the 
diintges  the  jury  had  given  the  plaintiff. — This 
b**  was  looked  upon  os  so  improper  for  the 
common  law,  that  upon  a Writ  of  Error  brought 
uto  the  Exchequer  Chamber,  that  Judgment 
reversed,  because  the  common  law  could 
lot  nay  way  intermeddle  with  elections  to 
tirluunent,  further  than  was  directed  by  act  of 
tviuiDtnt.  It  might  have  been  said,  and  I 
»®ow  it  was  said,  that  the  reversal  of  this 
Jadgiaeot  was  by  an  extraordinary  high  hand  : | 
ud  therefore  upon  fbe  devolution,  in  the 
*try  beginning  of  king  William's  reign,  sir 
Manuel  Bamardistou  brought  a Writ  of  Error 
•npsrluuneat,  complaining  that  in  the  Exche- 
Chamber,  they  had  reversed  this  Judgment 
unjustly,  and  w ent  upon  these  Hensons,  as  may 
be  observed  from  the  Journal  of  the  House  of 
l*rds, which  were  the  reasons  of  some  very  few 
protecting  Lords  : 1.  Because  it  was  a denying 
w Samuel  Barnardistou  the  benefit  of  the 
i*”,  which  gives  relief  to  all  wrongs  and 
tfjiuies;  and  is  a very  great  damage  to  the 
pkioutf,  aud  there,  tore  he  ought  to  be  repaired. 
*•  Say  they,  if  it  should  he  allowed  that  she- 
r‘®*  tod  bailiffs  may  make  false  returns,  and 
remedy  but  a 100/.  forfeiture,  it  would  be  of 
‘oigerous  consequence,  and  might  tend  to 
**  packing  of  a House  of  Commons,  which 
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may  overturn  the  whole  constitution.  But  the** 
Peers  then  did  not  think  these  Reasons  sufficient 
for  this  new  action  at  common  law,  and  accor- 
dingly the  House  of  Peers  aiiiuncd  the  Judg- 
ment of  reversal  in  tba  Exchequer  Chamber, 
and  said,  the  Judgment  was  well  reversed,  for 
that  no  such  action  did  lie  ut  the  common-law, 
though  the  injury  done  did  tend  to  the  plain- 
tiff’s damage  ; and  all  other  mischiefs  which 
are  now  suggested,  were  insisted  oil ; and 
thus  it  stands  to  this  day.  And  yet  uow 
it  is  said  upon  tl.e  same  reasons,  the  action 
does  lie  for  this  person,  though  he  he  only  an 
elector,  and  must  receive  much  less  damage 
than  the  person  elected  ; and  there  is  no  one 
reason  for  the  elector,  but  holds  more  strongly 
for  the  elected,  The  elected  cannot  main- 
tain nu  action,  and  yet  uow  it  is  clear  that 
one  of  the  electors  may,  though  he  can  have 
no  substantial  damage;  for  if  a man  comes 
and  gives  his  tote,  (us  here  in  this  case)  it  is 
not  in  the  power  of  the  officer  to  hinder  him 
of  the;  benefit  of  it  ; for  his  vote  will  he  as  w ell 
given  as  if  the  officer  had  put  it  down,  aud 
this  with  respect  botli  to  the  person  who  gave 
the  vote,  and  him  for  whom  he  voted  ; and  so 
really  it  is  no  substantial  damage  to  any  man. 
— The  uext  thing  I shall  mention  to  you,  is 
another  case  of  Mr.  Onslow:  he  brought  his 
action  against  the  sheriff  of  Surrey  for  making 
such  a return  upon  him,  (I  believe  l have  the 
gentleman  in  my  eye  who  brought  that  action) 
he  declared  in  the  same  manner,  tint  it  was 
done  falsely  ond  maliciously,  and  had  n trial 
and  a verdict;  and  yet  notwithstanding  tl.e 
court  of  common  pleas,  (being  governed  by 
sir  Samuel  Barnardiston’s  Case)  did  unani- 
mously, 33  Car.  2,  say,  we  must  not  presume 
to  determine  the  merits  of  elections,  or 
returns,  there  is  a proper  jurisdiction  for  it; 
and  they  gave  Judgment  against  the  action, 
and  I think  he  hath  acquiesced  in  it  ever 
since.  I am  sure  I have  heard  no  more  of  it ; 
the  Reasons  given  by  the  court,  appear  in  the 
Report  of  the  Case  in  3 l.evinz,  fid.  29,  and 
30,  and  are  worth  the  reading. — There  was 
a Case  a year  ago  between  I’ndeaux  and  Morris, 
in  the  county  of  Cornwall.  Mr.  Stratford  was 
returned,  and  Mr.  Prideaux  brought  an  action 
iu  the  common  pleas,  in  the  time  of  king 
William,  against  the  Viunder,  for  making  a 
false  return  against  him  to  his  grent  damage, 
and  laid  it  with  all  aggravation.  This  went 
to  a trial  in  Cornwall,  uud  there  was  a special 
verdict  found  ; and  the  question  tv  as,  whether 
this  action  would  lie  before  the  Commons  had 
determined  the  right  of  election  ? Aud  the 
whole  court  unanimously  gave  Judgment,  that 
the  action  could  not  be  brought,  till  the  matter 
had  been  first  brought  before  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  they  had  determined  the  right. 
— Nowhere  is  a total  silence  in  all  hooks  of 
the  law,  that  any  such  action  as  this  is  doth 
lie:  here  are  the  acts  of  11.  (3,  and  king  Wil- 
liam, which  provide  remedies  at  law,  because 
there  was  r ither  provision  before.  Here  are 
not  only  t**r  .solemn  Judgments  in  M extoiin* 


PAUL.  HISTORY,  3 Anne,  170-L— Case  of  Ashby  and  JVhiie. 


S47]  PARL.  HISTORY,  3 Anne,  1 701.— Proceedings  of  the  Commons  in  the  pi 


ster-Hall,  but  the  Judgment  of  tl*e  House  of 
Peers,  in  the  case  most  like  to  this  of  Anv  that 
can  be  thought  of,  that  no  such  action  doth 
he  : and  yet  1 cannot  tell  how,  there  are,  abroad, 
persons  that  endeavour  to  run  upon  the  house 
of  Commons,  and  use  them  ill  on  all  occasions, 
and  are  zealous  for  this  cause,  which  seems 
to  be  set  on  foot  to  undermine  all  our  elections, 
and  bring  them  to  another  judicature. — Now 
nee  the  consequence  : no  man  ought  to  have  a 
foot  against  him,  two  Judgments  at  once  in  two 
several  courts  ; whereby  one  may  punish  him 
at  the  same  time  for  doing  a thing,  and  the 
other  for  not  doing  it.  1 believe  such  pro- 
ceedings would  be  looked  upon  as  barbarous 
even  in  Turkey,  and  yet  that  will  be  just 
our  case : a gentleman  petitions  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  says,  the  right  is  in  such 
a set,  or  sort  of  men ; as  for  example,  in  all 
the  freemen,  or  free  burgesses ; and  that,  ac- 
cording in  that  way  of  election,  he  was  chosen, 
and  not  the  person  that  is  returned  : and  this 
is  determined  by  the  committee  of  elections, 
and  afterwards  by  this  House  against  him  that 
petitioned.  This  man  goes  immediately  and 
brings  an  action  in  YYestmiuster-Iiall  against 
the  officer  that  returned  the  other;  nay,  every 
one  of  these  persons  that  he  affirmed  the  right 
of  election  to  he  in,  bring  their  actions,  and  it 
comes  into  Westminster- Hail  to  be  tried,  and 
the  jury  find  the  right  to  be  in  these  men,  as  he 
has  a Hedged,  contrary  to  the  determination  of  ; 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  judgment  is  given 
against  the  officer  in  every  one  of  these  actions 
for  the  men  you  have  determined  the  right  not 
to  be  in.  You  cannot  set  one  of  these  judg- 
ments against  the  other;  I cannot  defend  my- 
self in  Westminster-Hall,  by  saying,  the  House 
of  Commons  have  determined  that  these  men, 
who  sue  me,  have  no  right  to  vote.  There  is 
nothing  like  this  in  the  world  ; two  independent 
Courts  cannot  controul  one  another,  but  both 
may  go  on  together  in  the  same  cause;  and 
both  having  a right  to  judge,  one  judges  one 
way,  and  ihe  other  the  other,  and  the  officer  is 
crucified  between  them. — Let  it  be  considered 
again,  that  at  this  rate  none  but  knaves,  or 
beggars,  will  be  mayors,  or  bailiffs  in  an  elec- 
tion-year: For  suppose  as  at  Westminster, 
where  I think  there  are  ten  thousand  electors: 
Or  oppose  it  be  as  in  some  towns  near  Wales, 
for  one  of  which  I have  the  honour  to  serve, 
where  the  descendants  of  every  burgess  claim  a 
right  to  vote,  and  by  consequence  they  will 
bring  it  in  li  ne  almost  to  uil  the  sons  of  Adam  : 
for  all  the  son*,  and  all  the  daughters’  husbands, 
and  nil  their  descendants  claim  a right  to  vote. 
No  v what  a miserable  case  must  that  officer 
be  in,  when  persons  'hallcoine  from  east,  west, 
north  and  south,  and  say  their  pedigree  is  so 
and  so,  (for  they  are  good  at  pedigrees  in  those 
countries,)  yet,  what  a condition  is  lie  in?  he  is 
bound  to  determine  whether  they  have  a vote 
or  not ; and  though  he  is  no  lawyer,  or  herald, 
'yet  however  hr*  is  Inland  to  give  judgment  one 
way  or  another  at  the  peril  of  an  action : And 
Suppose  tut  a l.u  idred  men  should  bring  their 


actions  against  the  officer,  what  man  can  static 
hundred  actions,  though  he  be  in  the  rich 
There  are  not  only  these  difficulties  in  the  c* 
but  there  is  revenue  : and  in  popular  elect* 
there  are  those  heats,  and  the  voters  enga 
with  that  animosity,  that  the  losing  side  in 
day  will  be  ready,  perhaps  only  tor  revenge, 

! send  for  a multitude  of  writs,  and  have  l 
j pleasure  of  ruining  the  officer  who  was  agait 
them,  though  he  was  in  the  right ; for  tvt 
j one  has  a right  to  bring  his  action  w hose  t< 
< "as  disallowed,  though  it  should  be  found 
| last  that  lie  had  no  right. — As  to  the  win 
I 1'also  ct  mulUiose  laid  in  this  declaration,  whi 
seem  to  be  a great  ingredient  in  this  acuoa 
; agree,  in  some  cases  where  there  is  a j unset 
tion,  these  words  may  make  a great  aggruvati 
of  the  offence;  but  they  cannot  make  a thi 
unlawful  that  is  lawful,  nor  give  a jurisdicti 
where  there  was  none  before:  For  no  man  a 
say,  if  h person  should  bring  an  action  at  cot 
mon-law  for  n legacy,  and  nlledge,  dial  t 
executor,  though  he  had  sufficient  assets,  yet 
falsoct  ma lit tose,  refused  to  pay  it;  that  won 
give  a jurisdiction  to  the  courts  of  connnon-la 
These  words  are  verba  c/tricorum,  words 
course  for  the  most  part.  Besides,  how  da 
gerous  and  hazardous  would  it  be  for  an  offict 
though  ever  so  innocent,  to  depend  upon  tbe 
words ; when  every  body  knows  that  faisitv  ai 
malice  rest  in  the  mind,  they  are  in  the  imagin 
tion,  and  the  jury  that  are  to  try  this  actio 
are  nt  liberty  to  judge  with  what  mind  the! 
licer  acted  ; that  would  he  the  liardest  thing  i 
the  world  for  an  officer  to  undergo  in  every  ai 
tion.  It  would  be  enough  for  the  jury  to  pit 
sumo  it  was  done  maliciously,  (seeing  fe 
mayors,  or  bailiffs,  hut  have  their  inclination 
and  give  their  votes  themselves  for  their  friends 
because  the  officer  made  an  interest  for  tl 
other  side ; and  the  consequence  of  this  ne 
invented  action,  if  countenanced,  will  be,  tht 
every  triennial  parliament  will  bring  a trienon 
harvest  to  Westminster- hall.  I speak  again 
my  own  private  interest,  if  that  was  to  he  coi 
side  red.  Elections,  without  actions,  keep  u 
animosities  too  long,  so  that  they  are  bard! 
healed  in  three  years  time ; but  tbese  actio* 
will  help  to  vex  and  worry  corporations  trui 
three  years  to  three  years;  and  mayor*  a» 
bailiffs  will  be  the  most  miserable  men  in  th 
kingdom,  and  ought  to  run  their  country  rathe 
than  stand  a popular  election » whereat*  th 
officer  is  accountable  to  you  for  his  behaviou 
at  the  election. — This  is  not  a matter  that  stand 
in  need  of  the  aid  and  assistance  of  Wes* 
minster-hall,  that  they  should  invent  a new  ac 
tion  and  remedy,  as  if  there  was  a failure  •> 
justice.  Has  any  one  come  with  a complain 
against  any  officer  to  this  House,  nod  they  hflV< 
not  been  willing  to  hear  it  ? Have  not  the  Cow* 
tnittec  a right  to  henr  and  report  matters  wirli 
respect  to  ihe  electors,  as  well  as  to  the  elect- 
ed ? And  have  not  we  known  that  the  elector*! 
though  blit  a small  number  of  them  (ns  in  » l*M 
case  of  this  sorry  town  of  Aylesbury)  about 
five,  I think,  of  the  electors  came  and  c®®" 
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plained,  and  tbeir  complaints  were  fully  heard. 
And  if  any  single  elector  should  come  with  a 
petition  and  represent  that  he  was  abused  by 
an  officer,  or  ill-treated  by  any  mayor,  or  bailiff 
at  tbe  derinm,  1 do  not  think  but  the  House 
rooU  be  ready  to  do  him  justice:  And  they 
have  a right  so  to  do,  for  the  officer  is  account- 
able to  tiif'in  tor  Ins  behaviour.  It  is  not  now 
omy  so  practised,  but  always  was  so;  for  in  the 
Mine  treat!-**  of  my  lord  Coke’s  4th  Inst.  Fol, 
4?,  be  says.  That  tl»ey  will  make  him  change 
Iks  very  return;  they  will  make  him  raze  out 
(he  name  of  one,  and  put  hi  the  name  of  the 
other,  ho  that  they  have  a jurisdiction  ade- 
quate m this  case;  and  surely  if  they  can  hear 
(he  complaint  of  several  electors,  they  can  hear 
the  complaint  of  any  one  elector.  I would  not 
trouble  y>u  with  arguments  Hint  may  be  proper 
m Westminster- hall,  because  we  are  here  upon 
matter  of  our  constitution ; hut  I know  no 
actum  more  obnoxious  to  the  true  reason  of 
liar  common-law,  which  abhors  multiplicity  of 
actions : and  a man  sliall  never  have  u particu- 
lar ai  iiuo,  fur  that  which  naturally  draws  on 
multiplicity  of  actions,  and  may  be  reformed  in  a 
more  compendious  manner.  Upon  this  reason 
time  famous  Case  in  5 Hep.  called  1 Bolton** 

* Case/  is  founded : If  a man  builds  a dove  house 
uear  a common  field,  where  men  make  all  their 
profit  by  plowing  and  tillage,  and  therein  keeps 

• treat  number  of  pigeons  that  live  upon  his 
neighbours’  corn,  is  not  this  a great  wrong  and 
injury  fc>  them?  And  yet  no  action  lies  : for,  if 
to*  man  rhat  is  w ronged  thus  may  bring  his 
action,  a great  many  more  may  do  the  like,  and 
m there  will  be  infinite  actions;  therefore  it 
shall  be  presented  in  the  Court-Leet,  us  that 
took  says.  So  there  is  that  Case  of  Williams 
a the  same  book,  where  the  lord  of  a manor 
tod  a chapel  for  himself  and  his  tenants  to  repair 
to,  and  to  hear  divine  service,  within  the  parish 
cf  Aldburv  : he  brought  his  action  against  the 
near,  who  was  obliged  to  officiate,  for  that  he 
tod  neglected,  &c.  though  he  had  used  time  out 
of  miod  to  officiate,  and  had  an  allowance  for 
it.  says  tbe  Case,  if  this  action  should  be  al- 
lied, all  the  tenants  and  servants  of  the  Lord 
outfit  have  the  like  action,  and  so  there  would 
to  a multiplicity  of  actions,  and  therefore  be 
nail  not  have  (his  action  ; but,  if  it  bad  tieen 
to  have  been  performed  in  his  own  private 
toosc  or  ebapei,  he  alone  might  have  had  an 
Ktion.  But  since  it  would  draw  on  a great 
ouioy  action*,  which  may  min  any  man,  tliere^ 
f«re  the  remedy  must  be  taken  in  such  a man- 
ner as  it  iv  given  where  there  is  public  offence, 
in  the  cave  before  us,  every  person  is  chosen 
prokmo  publico  ; for  though  he  be  chosen  for 
a particular  place,  he  serves  for  the  whole  king- 
dom; and  (or  that  reason  you  shall  not  proceed 
by  way  of  action,  hut  in  such  manner  as  it  hath 
to*n  always  used,  where  tbe  whole  thing  shall 
to  examined  at  once,  and  ail  determined  upon 
ose  Prtiiion,  w l it  rein  alt  the  parties  injured 
may  join,  instead  of  a multitude  of  actions. — l 
shall  not  propose  to  you  any  thing,  but  hope 
yuavuiat  least  come  to  some  determination 


that  may  assert  our  right  in  (his  point ; that 
this  door  may  not  be  open  to  bring  a new  ju- 
risdiction, to  examine  and  determine  whether 
any  of  us  sit  here  rightfully  or  not. — It  is  a 
standing  order  of  the  House,  that  no  peer  hatb 
a vote  in  the  election  of  a commoner ; but  iu 
the  next  election,  if  this  be  allowed,  every  peer 
may  vote,  lor  they  are  freeholders,  and  /many 
oft  hem  burgcysei  and  members  of  corporations, 
and  they  may  all  come  and  demand  their  votes, 
and  if  refused,  bring  their  actions.  These  and 
many  more  inconveniencies  are  obvious,  if  this 
action  should  be  allowed,  and  I believe  it  may 
have  a great  effect  upon  our  const  if  ution.  Very 
much  more  might  yet  be  said,  hut  1 have  taken 
up  too  much  time  already.” 

Sir  John  IIuulcs,  (Solicitor-General,  ttmp. 
Will.  3.)  41  Mr.  Freeman,  we  are  jealous  of  our 
privileges,  and  I think  we  have  just  reason  so 
to  he  ; but  we  must  take  enrethat  that  does  not 
carry  us  too  far  out  of  the  way.  1 would  not 
have  it  taken  for  granted,  that  whatsoever  is 
said  against  the  Lords  here,  tends  to  assert  the 
privileges  of  this  House,  or  that  what  is  said 
for  the  Lords  here,  is  against  this  House.  I 
am  as  much  for  the  privileges  of  the  Commons 
of  England  as  any  man,  and  I own  they  have 
lost  a great  deal  of  power;  I think  the  Com- 
mons had  a great  power,  when  the  greatest 
part  of  the  judicature  of  this  government  was 
their  sole  right : Nay,  if  a peer  had  had  a mat- 
ter of  contest  with  another  peer,  or  with  a 
commoner,  and  issue  was  joined,  that  issue 
was  to  he  tried  by  commo tiers,  and  not  by 
peers.  It  is  true,  if  the  prosecution  of  a peer  was 
in  a capital  matter  at  the  king’s  suit,  it  w as  to 
he  tried  part  by  commoners  and  part  by  peers; 
the  bill  of  Indictment  w as  to  be  found  by  com- 
moners, but  the  issue  was  to  be  tried  by  peers; 
But  if  a peer  was  prosecuted  in  a capital  mat- 
ter by  a commoner,  or  peer,  as  by  an  appeal, 
the  issue  was  to  be  tried  by  conmiuners.  I 
must  confess,  as  to  the  Lords  jurisdiction  in 
matters  of  equity,  the  Commons  have  great  rea- 
son to  he  jealous,  because,  there,  all  facts,  as 
well  as  law  and  equity,  come  to  be  tried  and 
judged  by  the  Lords  alone.— Sir,  l say,  when 
all  facts  were  tried,  aud  most  of  the  officers  of 
government  were  chosen  by  the  freeholders  of 
tiic  county,  the  Commons  were  somewhat 
greater  than  now  they  are ; when  they  had  the 
election  of  the  sheriffs  of  the  counties  ; when 
they  had  the  election  of  what  they  called  con* 
senators  of  the  peace,  officers  that  were  the 
same  with  our  now  justices  of  the  peace,  with 
this  differences  only,  those  the  Commons  made, 
these  the  crown  makes.  The  Commons  had  a 
great  power  when  they  were  to  elect  their  cap- 
tains that  led  them  out  to  war,  which  heretofore 
they  did,  and  had  a right  to  do,  till  it  was  taken 
away  from  them  by  the  act  that  settles  the  mi- 
litia, though  I own  it  was  disused  many  years 
before.  T he  making  of  sheriffs  is  now  placed 
in  tbe  crown  : we  have  nothing  left  now,  hut 
matters  of  trials  in  particular  cases,  and  even 
that  is  so  furcrampt,  that  the  jury  is  returned 
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by  an  officer  that  the  crown  puts  upon  tSie 
county. — But  yet  I am  not  for  carrying  things 
farther  than  we  have  a right  to  do ; 1 am  for 
keeping  what  we  have,  and  for  that  reason  I 
am  not  for  encroaching  upon  the  allowed  juris- 
diction of  the  House  of  Lords : we  have  always 
allowed  them  a right  to  hold  plea  of  Writs  of 
Error.  The  parliament  in  Hen.  4th’s  time,  did 
declare  the  right  of  Judicature  to  he  in  the 
House  of  Beers  ; and  I never  found  any  incon- 
venience in  it,  if  the  Peers  kept  only  to  matters 
of  law,  and  left  the  facts  to  be  tried  by  the 
Commons ; nor  did  I ever  know  that  right  of 
the  Lords  questioned  till  now.  A great  deal 
hath  been  said  for,  and  against  the  right  of 
bringing  this  action  ; 1 do  not  think  that  that 
is  now  the  question:  the  question  i*,  Whether 
a Judgment  being  given  in  the  King’s-Bench, 
a Writ  of  Error  docs  not  lie  in  the  House  of 
Lords?  But  whether  the  Lords  did  right,  in 
giving  that  judgment  they  have  now  given  in 
the  case  before  you,  that  is  another  thing.  1 
speak  to  the  right  of  holding  pita  of  thin  parti- 
cular Writ  of  Error:  no  body  hath  denied  but 
that  they  have  a right  to  hold  plea  of  a Writ  of 
Error  in  general,  upon  a judgment  given  in 
Westminster- hall;  but,  say  they,  the  Jxird* 
ought  not  to  have  done  it  iu  this  particular 
case ; and  several  reasons  have  been  given  for 
it. — First,  Here  is  the  privilege  of  the  House  of 
Commons  in  question  in  the  case : That  hath 
been  argued  and  insisted  on,  but  I confess, 
that  argument  does  not  influence  me.  The 
Lords  have  held  pica  of  a Writ  of  Error,  in 
which  the  privilege  of  the  Commons  hath 
been  in  question,  and  the  Lords  have  done 
right  to  the  Commons  in  it,  particularly  in  that 
matter  of  the,  parliament  of  1640,  when  some 
were  supposed  to  have  done  irregular  things  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  were  prosecuted 
for  it  by  information  in  the  King’s- Bench,  and 
were  fined  in  king  Charles  l’stirae ; whereupon 
n Writ  of  Error  was  brought  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  and  that  judgment  reversed  in  die  time 
•of  king  Charles  3.  The  Lords  did  right  to  the 
Commons  in  the  matter  of  privileges  of  the 
Commons,  for  it  was  for  laying  hands  upon  the 
Speaker  in  this  House  ; and  1 think  every  body 
commended  what  was  done  in  that  matter  by 
the  House  of  Lords,  and  no  body  ever  said  but 
that  they  had  a right  so  to  do.  Somethings 
arc  not  to  be  come  at  otherwise,  than  by  a 
Writ  of  Error  in  the  House  of  Lords;  und  l be- 
lieve if  you  look  a little  hack,  there  have  I een 
Judgments  given  in  Wes; minster* hall,  not  only 
in  matters  of,  but  against  the  privilege  ot  the 
Commons:  und  these  Judgments  stand  unre- 
versed,  though  I think  they  are  lit  to  he  revers- 
ed, nnd  I know  no  otlit-r  method  to  do  it  hut 
by  Writ  of  Error  in  the  House  of  Lords.  I 
think  there  is  one  Judgment  upon  an  informa- 
tion against  the  Speaker,  for  licensing  papeis 
to  be  printed,  which  he  did  by  order  ot  the 
ii  nose. — I here  is  another  instance  of  a person 
taken  into  custody  by  order  of  this  House ; it 
was  the  case  of  Mr.  Toplinm  Serjeant  of  this 
House  : The  party  brought'!) is  action ; the  Ser- 


jeant pleaded  his  warrant,  that  it  w as  done  l< 
order  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  Judgmet 
was  given  against  him,  and  this  Judgmei 
stands  mi  reversed.  Now  what  method  has 
you  to  reverse  these  Judgments,  but  by  Wr 
of  Error  ? If  you  think  to  do  it  by  a bill  in  th 
House,  that  must  likewise  pass  the  House  • 
Lords,  and  so  will  be  the  same  thing  as  a Wr 
of  Error.  Another  thing  is  said,  that  this  pe 
son  was  not  damnified  ; or  if  he  w as,  there  ai 
such  a number  of  persons  who  were  then  lib 
wise  damnified,  that  may  bring  their  action 
that  no  body  will  execute  such  an  office, 
think  that  argument  ought  not  to  prevail,  fc 
at  that  rate  you  will  allow  the  oliicer  not  onl 
to  be  a judge,  but  the  supreme  judge,  and  tli 
parties  damnified  shall  be  without  relief;  h 
may  do  what  he  pleases,  and  he  shall  never  b 
questioned  afterwards,  save  in  this  Housi 
which  I will  consider  by  and  by.  It  is  »greec 
you  may  punish  an  officer  that  misbehave 
himself  in  matters  of  elections,  nnd  that  i 
practised  now  very  much;  but  at  the  saw 
time  you  punish  the  officer,  the  person  damni 
fled  hath  no  satisfaction,  though  our  law  allow 
satisfaction,  in  cases  where  he  that  did  tb 
wrong  shall  notTic  punished,  and  allows sntisfic 
faction  in  all  cases  where  a person  is  punish* 
hje,  if  another  hath  received  a particular  da 
mage.  A man  is  liable  to  beflned  to  thekinj 
or  queen,  that  is  a punishment;  but  if  lie  payi 
So  much  to  the  party  damnified,  that  is  sar» 
faction.  If  a man's  horse  breaks  into  another) 
ground,  be  shall  not  he  punished,  but  the  per 
son  damnified  shall  have  satisfaction ; But  io 
this  case  you  allow  the  officer  shall  be  punished, 
but  you  will  not  allow  the  man  injured  any  sa- 
tisfaction for  the  damage  lie  received;  which 
cannot  be  supported  by  reason,  or  by  the  autho- 
rity of  any  particular  case.  In  all  cases  l take 
it  to  lie  true,  w here  a man  is  punished  for  doing 
another  damage,  the  person  damnified  sball 
have  satisfaction.  But  that  ride  docs  not 
hold  true  in  the  contrary. — It  is  said  there  are 
a m eat  many  [persons  concerned,  and  it  y°u 
give  every  one  an  action,  there  will  be  no  end 
of  these  actions,  and  therefore  none  shall  hate 
an  action.  This  is  a strange  argument : If  * 
man  injures  one,  or  two  persons,  each  shall 
have  an  action  for  their  respective  damages; 
hut  if  he  injures  sin  hundred,  none  of  them 
shall  have  an  action:  as  if  when  a rnsn  is 
moderately  injurious,  he  shall  make  satisfac- 
tion; but  if  he  is  extravagantly  injurious,  he 
shall  he  scot-free,  and  make  satisfaction  loiiooe. 
This  rests  to  he  made  good  either  by  reason  or 
authority,  which  hitherto  hath  not  been  done. 
The  case  cited,  I own,  is  true ; but  you  muA 
take  it  with  this  diflerencc,  if  any  thing 
done  which  might  have  been  of  damage  to  a 
hundred  people,  but  was  of  damage  to  none, 
none  shall  bring  their  action,  though  the  crimi- 
nal shall  be  punished;  but  where  there  is  par' 
ticolur  damage  done  10  any  person,  an  action 
will  lie  for  the  damnification  of  that  person. 
If  a man  digs  a pit,  any  man  may  fall  into 
no  pet-sou  shall  bring  an  action  for  thut;  but** 
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sny  person  cloth  fall  into  it,  and  hath  particular 
fcmige  by  it,  he  shall  bring  an  action  and  have 
ncJaction.  And  with  submission,  that  uigu- 
Diem  ail]  not  hold,  that  because  a person 
ou'kt  be  mined,  if  lie  be  obliged  to  make  satis* 
fictioo  for  the  wrong  he  hath  done,  therefore  he 
ifoil  not  make  satisfaction  to  any  particular  per- 
un  he  hath  damnified. — It  hath  been  said,  ad* 
among  ir  to  be  so,  that  the  party  ought  to  huve 
satisfaction, yet  he  ought  to  take  his  remedy  in 
i proper  court ; as  if  a legacy  was  given,  an 
noon  would  not  lie  in  the  Queen Vbe licit  for 
tt;  which  is  true.  But  it  would  have  been 
veil  if  that  gentleman  had  told  us  which  was 
the  proper  court  to  give  satisfaction,  for  the 
•roag  MippoH-d  to  have  been  clone  in  thiscase; 

* tie  Queen’s- beech  be  not  the  proper  court, 
tbatccurt  is?  It  is  said  the  House  of  Ccin- 
rooDi  is  a court,  1 w as  always  of  opinion  it 
so:  It  is  a Court  of  Judicature,  my  lord 
Coke  says,  and  a Court  of  Record.  1 wonder, 
•bevi  ail  this  i 5 allowed,  it  should  be  said  this 
court  hath  not  a power  to  administer  an  oath 
to » witness;  I think  that  was  never  denied  to 
x<*j  oilier  court  whatsoever.  Every  Court  of 
Record  has  power  to  administer  an  oath  ; but 
thiGgh  tins  be  a Court  of  Record,  this  cannot, 

-t  hath  not  that  power.  It  would  have  been 
•ery  well  it  those,  who  are  against  this  action, 
fr'«hl  shew  us  that  this  is  a court  that  can  give 
fctsfactioh ; some  courts  can  punish,  but  can* 
•otgive  satisfaction,  whereof  I think  this  one; 
ftbtiaclioQ  was  never  given  here  that  I know 
•f;  was  it  ever?  or  pretended  to  he  had 
i*re?  Iu  tl»e  first  instance,  it  is  true,  this  House 
huh  ponidied,  and  by  such  punishment  coin- 
jelled  the  delinquent  to  make  satisfaction  to  u 
person,  bv  increasing,  or  remitting  such  punish- 
oeat;  bat  that  is  not  the  case  before  us. — It 
i<*tii  been  said  there  has  been  no  instance  of 
&s  kind  of  action  brought ; and  that  the 
ttwt  of  Queen’s-bench  have  declared  they 
tare  nothing  to  do  with  the  business  of  e!ec- 
far  that  the  right  of  elections  ought  to  he 
determined  here,  aod  for  that  purpose  the  de- 
claration of  the  Lord  Chief-Justice  Hale,  in 
case  of  Barnardistou  ond  Soame,  has  been 
t-'tfd.  I must  confess  I cannot  but  wonder  at 
Gut  case;  we  did  lately  think  that  the  Judg- 
ment giren  in  the  KingVbench  in  that  case,  was 
i^Uly  given  ; and  nfterwurds,  when  it  was  re- 
,erxd,  people  were  astonished  at  the  reasou  of 
X;  and  more  when  that  Judgment  of  reversal 
c*»e  to  be  affirmed  in  the  House  of  Lords. 
Nobody  hath  ever  said  why  that  judgment  was 
averse*!;  I do  not  set*  but,  on  the  same  reason, 
i?*cral  Judgments  within  these  few  years,  nay, 
in  this  reign,  may  be  reversed  likewise; 
kr  the  court  of  KingVbench,  in  that  case,  did 
a*t  pretend  to  a Judicature  of  determining  the 
rtbt  of  elections;  the  mutter  in  that  case  had 
bee*  drertuned  before  in  this  House  ; but 
tie?  only  gave  damages  for  the  w rong  sustained, 
that  »as  ail  tfce  court  did  in  that  case,  and  yet 
Judgment  was  reversed.  I believe  there 
hah  Lecu  some  Judgment  given  by  this  House, 
••ibw  these  twelve  month*,  that  where  the 


House  hath  determined  the  right  of  election* 
the  party  grieved  shall  be  allowed  to  maintain  ail 
action  at  law  for  his  damnification. — But  1 take 
it  there  is  a difference  between  the  case  of 
Barnard  iston  and  Soame,  and  this  present 
case.  Time  was,  when  it  was  doubted,  where 
u man  was  elected  and  the  officer  refused  to 
return  him,  whether  the  person  elected  was 
damnified  or  not.  It  is  very  certain,  hereto- 
fore persons  were  not  so  ambitious  of  sitting 
in  this  House  as  now  they  are ; and  some  per- 
sons’ purchased  charters  of  eieruption,  to  ha 
excused  sitting  in  this  House:  And  so  it  had 
been  practised  in  the  House  of  Lords.  The 
act  that  hath  been  mentioned  before  expressly 
commands,  that  the  person  chosen  shall  come 
and  be  present  in  parliament.  And  alter- 
wauls  there  was  a penalty  put  upon  such  as 
were  chosen,  if  they  did  not  appear  here  ; to 
which  another  punishment  was  added,  which 
was,  that  the  person  elected,  if  he  did  not 
come  hither,  should  lose  his  wages.  It  was  not 
reckoned  a damage  that  any  person  was  not  re- 
turned a burgess  to  sit  here,  but  a kindness; 
but  that  did  not  hold  so  in  the  case  of  au 
elector.  Every  body  agrees,  as  the  electors 
had  a right  to  chusc,  so  there  was  no  statute  to 
compel  them  so  to  do;  but  they  looked  upon 
it  not  only  as  their  right,  but  their  interest,  to 
be  present  at  t he  elections.  And  none  can  say 
but  it  is  n man’s  interest,  to  make  choice  of 
such  a person  to  serve  in  parliament,  (who 
hath  the  power  over  his  estate,  and  life  too  for 
aught  I know,)  as  he  could  trust.  No  body 
ever  doubted  that  a person  who  had  a right  to 
vote,  had  an  interest,  and  might  he  damnified 
if  his  vote  was  refused.  So  that  none  of  the 
cases  that  have  been  put  of  the  right  of  the 
person  elected  to  serve  in  Parliament,  as 
knight  of  (he  shire,  or  as  burgess,  come 
up  to  the  case  iu  question.  — I would  say 
one  thing  as  to  the  damnification  of  the 
persons  elected  ; there  is  a late  act  that  gives 
double  damages  where  the  return  is  Con- 
trary to  the  last  determination.  Now,  I do 
take  it,  that  act  supposes  that  a man  might 
have  been  damnified  before;  and  if  he  was 
damnified  before,  he  wus  so  by  the  common* 
law,  for  no  sintuie  gives  him  any  damages:  It 
is  true,  that  statute  gives  double  damages,  but 
still  that  statute  supposes  there  was  a damage 
before,  and  builds  upon  that  foundation  ; so 
that  with  submission,  that  very  statute  runs 
against  all  the  cases  that  have  been  put  as  to 
i he  persons  elected. — It  is  said,  at  this  rate, 
the  Lords  may  come  to  vote  in  elections.  I 
am  of  opinion  the  Lords  have  no  right  to  vote 
in  elections  for  a knight  of  a shire  or  a burgess; 
and  the  reason  I go  upon  is  this,  every  person 
who  hud  a right  to  vote,  ought  to  have  con- 
tributed to  the  expences  of  him  that  was  elect- 
ed ; if  he  was  a freeholder,  he  was  au  elector 
for  the  county,  if  a burgess,  for  the  bomugh; 
and  the  expences  of  the  knight  of  the  shire 
were  to  he  levied  of  all  t he  freeholders,  and  the 
expences  of  the  burgesses  upon  nil  that  were 
resident  iu  the  borough.  But  the  Lords  were 
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excused  from  that  charge,  they  were  not  to  be 
contributors  to  the  ex peaces  of  u knight  of  the 
shire,  or  burgess,  because  they  were  of  another 
house.  There  was  a law  made  which  says, 
that  for  lands  purchased  by  any  Lords,  such 
lands  should  continue  chargeable  to  the  ex- 
nces  of  knights  of  the  shire,  as  they  were 
fore  such  purchase;  so  that  it  is  plain  before 
that  act,  the  lands  the  Lords  were  seized  of, 
or  purchased,  were  excused  from  the  charge. 
— But,  $>ir,  I think  this  matter  is  not  to  the 
case  in  question.  This  is  nothing  but  a col- 
lateral action  for  damnification,  whereof  the 
consequence  is  not  much,  not  above  five 
pounds:  though  l acknowledge  the  smallness 
of  the  sum  does  not  influence  this  cose.  Nor 
is  the  question,  whether  the  Lords  have  done 
right  or  not,  in  reversing  the  Judgment  given  in 
the  Queen’s-bench : 4 Humanum  est  errarc.’ 
If  they  have  a jurisdiction,  we  cannot  justly 
complain;  though  I ain  of  opiuiou  they  have 
done  right:  I think  the  plaintiff  in  this  case  was 
damnified,  and  the  court  of  Queen Vbench 
ought  to  have  given  Judgment  against  those 
who  did  hiru  the  injury,  for  the  damage  he 
sustained  ; and  the  Lords  have  done  right  in  re- 
versing that  Judgment,  and  in  giving  sneh  as  the 
•ourt  of  Queen’s-bench  ought  to  have  given.” 

Sir  Edward  Seymour.  li  Sir,  It  is  enough 
for  me  that  we  have  the  law  on  our  side,  and 
wc  are  very  much  obliged  to  the  pains  and  un- 
derstanding of  those  learned  gentlemen  that 
opened  this  debate,  in  presenting  us  with  a 
true  state  of  our  disease  ; it  only  remains  now 
for  your  prudence,  to  apply  a remedy.  And 
I cannot  hut  take  notice,  that  this  is  an  action 
without  any  precedent  to  warrant  this  proceed- 
ing ; and  l believe  it  might  have  remained  so 
6till,  (fori  do  not  think  there  was  virtue  enough 
in  the  cohler  of  Aylesbury,  nor  had  he  purse 
^enough)  if  a Lord  had  not  acted  that  pait. — 
For  my  part,  Sir,  1 do  not  think  this  to  be  the 
single  instance  of  the  House  of  Lords,  we  have 
reuson  to  complain  of:  I think  in  n great  mea- 
sure, by  their  proceedings,  they  seem  to  hold 
forth,  That  the  axe  is  laid  to  the  root,  and  that 
they  have  a dislike  of  this  House  of  Commons, 
and  endeavour  to  get  rid  of  them.  1 shall  not 
instance  in  particulars,  hut  I hope  there  is  one 
you  will  not  let  go,  w ithout  applying  some  re- 
medy to;  and  that  is,  that  noble  Representa- 
tion' in  which  they  have  vilified  you  in  the 
highest  degree,  and  lay  all  the  mischiefs  of  the 
last  reign,  and  this,  at  your  door.  I ould 
shew  you,  there  is  nothing  in  it  but  stuff,  j't'pu- 
lum  fallcrc ; and  we  see  the  consequence  of  it, 
and  whnt  pains  and  endeavours  they  have  taken 
care  to  disperse  it  ull  over  the  world,  to  make 
impressions  upon  the  people.  But  that  which 
I would  have  some  resort  to,  is  this,  that  these 
worthy  persons  that  have  spoke  before,  though 
they  have  truly  represented  the  state  of  our 
condition,  yet  they  have  been  very  tender  of 
Applying  a remedy. — It  does,  I think,  con- 


sist of  two  parts;  otic  is  «*hut  relates  to  the 
inferior  courts,  the  other  to  the  Judgment  of  the 
House  of  Lords  upon  this  VV  rit  of  Error.  Now 
there  is  a right  to  briog  a Writ  of  Errcr,  the 
learned  admit;  but  I would  take  away  the 
foundation,  and  make  this  declaration : — That 
no  inferior  court  below  should  presume  to  in* 
ter-roeddle  with  the  elections  of  the  House  of 
Commons  ; mid  I am  sure  then  there  will  be 
no  foundation  for  a Writ  of  Error.  In  the  next 
step,  with  relation  to  the  Judgment  given  the 
House  of  Lords ; it  is  true,  the  Lords  make  a 
great  complaint,  that  in  matters  of  pail  lament 
we  have  addressed,  without  advising  and  con- 
sulting with  them  : I will  not  say  how  far  it  is 
justified  by  their  proceedings;  1 need  not  re- 
mind you  of  the  Address  they  made  without 
you,  when  you  addressed  against  my  Lord  of 
Worcester;  before  you  had  presented  your 
Address,  they  presented  a Counter-Address  to 
yours.  But  1 take  the  distinction  to  fie  here, 
it  is  one  thing  in  matters  of  state,  and  Another 
thing  when  the  matter  depends  between  the 
two  Houses  : w here  it  is  a matter  of  state,  with 
relation  to  the  queen's  prerogative  bring  vio- 
lated and  invaded,  as  you  are  her  great  coun- 
cil, you  are  to  advise  the  queen  in  that  matter, 
and  not  let  any  tiling  of  that  kind  puss  upon 
her. — But  however  I would  go  the  regular  way, 
by  condemning  this  Judgment,  in  relation  to 
the  Home  of  i/irds  ; and,  after  you  lime  made 
that  condemn  at  ion,  I would  apply  to  the  House 
of  Lords,  to  see  if  they  would  recede  horn  this 
Judgment  of  tliens.  But  1 am  afraid  argu- 
ments or  debates  will  help  your  case  but  little* 
you  must  have  recourse  to  rt  medics  that  are  in 
your  own  power.  We  see  whnt  they  did  upon  the 
last  occasion,  when  they  thought  their  privi'egei 
were  concerned;  they  adjourned,  and  all  to 
prepare  the  way  to  make  the  wrorld  believe 
they  wore  injured, and  prepare  them  for  their 
proceedings  afterwards. — And  I say,  tlus  is  not 
n thing  that  falls  out  by  chance,  but  carried  on 
by  all  their  power,  to  represent  you  as  incon- 
siderable, and  to  make  you  useful  for  nothing 
hut  giving  money,  and  then  to  send  you  Irome 
into  the  country.  But  if  you  do  not  keep  the 
power  in  your  ow  n hands,  you  will  be  without 
remedy.  I conclude  with  what  I mentioned  in 
relation  o the  courts  below,  to  declare  tiwt 
they  have  no  power  to  intermeddle  in  matters 
of  our  elections.” 

Marquis  of  Hartinglon,  (afterw  ards  duke  of 
Devonshire).  *f  I shall  not  pretend  lo  follow 
that  lion,  gentlenrnn  near  the  bar,  in  all  the 
steps  he  hath  made,  though  1 think  1 may  be 
as  regular  as  he.  I think  he  hath  only  shewed, 
that  there  is  not  so  much  reason  in  this  ease  to 
find  fault  with  the  Lords,  but  that  it  is  neces- 
sary to  find  fault  with  them  one  way  or  oilier. 
— 1 think  this  is  a matter  of  great  consequence, 
and  as  long  as  I sit  here,  and  as  long  as  I live, 

I shall  be  as  lender  of  the  privileges  of  thii 
house  ns  any  body.  1 think  it  is  upon  the  due 
balance  of  both  houses,  that  the  safety  of  the 
whole  does  consist ; ami  I must  confess,  1 think 


* See  p.  199. 
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lie  liberty  of  ■ cobler  ought  to  be  as  much  re- 
(ifded  as  cf  any  body  else  ; that  is  the  bappi- 
neii  of  our  constitution. — I think  it  was  very 
*ell  observed  by  an  experienced  member,  that 
tins  writ  came  very  regularly  before  the  Lords: 
i;  so,  then  I think  the  question  is  between  us, 
and  the  persons  that  elected  us ; and  I think, 
though  gentlemen  would  not  formerly  allow  of 
•ay  distinction  betw  een  the  privileges  of  the 
House,  and  those  of  the  people  of  England,  yet 
they  must  allow  it  now,  or  they  cannot  coin- 
pluu  that  this  action  is  any  prejudice  to  this 
House,  for  w hen  a person  offers  his  vote  at 
aa  election,  and  is  not  admitted  to  give  it,  and 
upon  inch  refusal  brings  his  action  in  the  courts 
m Wntminuer-haJI,  (which  I take  to  be  the 
present  cate),  if  giving  judgment  upon  it  be 
contrary  to  the  pnvdeges  of  this  House,  then  it 
is  pretty  plain,  that  our  privileges  do  interfere 
»ilh  the  rights  of  the  people  that  elected  us.  1 
linil  plainly  give  you  my  opinion  in  this  case : 
1 cannot  think  this  action  to  be  a breach  of 
the  privilege  of  this  House ; for,  Sir,  the  party 
grieved,  can  be  no  way  relieved,  hut  by  apply- 
ing to  tile  law : and  1 think  the  learned  gen- 
tJtiasn  below,  is  out  in  all  his  instances ; for 
te  hath  given  un  account  of  people  injured  ap- 
plying to  you,  but  they  were  candidates,  and 
irrtaioly  that  was  their  proper  remedy;  but  in 
tie  esse  of  an  elector,  I do  not  see  he  can 
kste  satisfaction  by  applying  to  you  — Gentle- 
men talk  of  tlm  law  of  parliament;  I cannot 
tee  bow  that  can  give  any  interruption  to  the 
!•*  of  the  land,  that  it  shall  not  do  right  to  the 
psny  grieved.  How  shall  a man,  injured  in 
ike  manner  I have  mentioned,  receive  satis- 
faction, by  applying  to  the  parliament?  It  is 
•me,  the  officer  offending  may  be  punished, 
In  the  party  injured  cannot  receive  that  satis- 
faction lie  would  iu  the  courts  below,  by  giving 
1™  bis  damages.— 1 think  this  is  a maiter  of 
great  consideration,  and  it  is  necessary  to  con- 
fer well  of  it,  and  not  to  determine  rashly. 

1 ihink  it  may  be.  of  use  to  us,  since  there  ure 
jsdges  who  nave  been  of  opinion,  that  the  sub- 
Jtn  ought  not  to  have  his  remedy  in  this  case. 
A judge  that  will,  out  of  fear,  or  any  regard 
lo  one  house,  do  contrary  to  his  oath,  I believe 
■i  mother  time  will  be  inffuenced  by  the  other. 

I tbmk  it  is  the  duty  of  a judge  to  act  nccord- 
ug  <o  law,  and  not  he  afraid  of  either.” 

Mr.  Ltmniei.  “ Sir,  there  is  no  doubt  but 
*!  lie  Judges,  (as  hath  been  said)  and  every 
body  else,  arc  obliged  to  behave  themselves 
•cc&rdmg  io  the  laws  of  the  land  : but  the 
<)eetuon  is,  what  is  the  law  of  England  in  tins 
If  the  House  of  Commons  has  an  ori- 
giail  right  tn  determine  all  matters  concerning 
*iecuons  of  their  own  members,  (as  it  hath 
Wo  always  understood  to  have)  and  if  we  have 
•power  to  punish  officers  for  making  false  re- 
or  any  other  misfeazaoces  committed  by 
**•  returning  officers ; then  it  will  not  be  ne- 
rewore,  that  the  judges  in  Westmiiister-lmll 
a.'fcwiirt  have  any  jurisdiction  at  ull,  in  the  mat- 
<*>»  m question ; and  if  they  have  uoue, 
*0U  Tu 


then  by  consequence  the  Lords  will  have  as 
little  by  Writ  of  Error. — Ido  confess,  Sir,  when 
I first  heard  of  this  case,  it  guve  me  some  ap- 
prehension that  it  might  be  of  fatal  conse- 
quence (by  reason  of  the  novelty  of  it),  to  your 
privileges,  which  are  indeed  the  privileges  of 
the  commonalty  of  England,  which  we  repre- 
sent. But  since  I have  thought  of  it  from  time 
to  time,  and  it  hath  been  better  opened  by  tbe 
learned  gentlemen  that  have  spoke  in  this  de- 
bate, I conceive  our  coming  to  some  resolu- 
tions declaratory  of  our  right  in  this  affair,  may 
preserve  the  Liberties  of  this  House,  and  of  all 
the  Commons  of  England,  who  have  entrusted 
us  with  the  preservation  of  their  rights. — I think 
the  learned  gentleman  over-the-wny  took  his 
ground  too  narrow ; I might  yield  him  this 
oint,  that  where  there  is  a Writ  of  Error 
rought  from  a Judgment  in  Westminster- hall, 
in  cases  where  a Writ  of  Error  lies,  and  where 
that  court  ond  the  House  of  Lords  have  a juris- 
diction, there  the  House  of  Lords  are  at  liberty 
to  give  what  judgment  they  please.  But  I have 
read,  The  House  of  Lords  is  not  an  unlimited 
jurisdiction,  but  it  bounded,  as  well  ns  the 
courts  of  Westminster-hall,  by  the  law  of  Eng- 
land. I speak  it  with  the  greatest  reverence, 
that  the  regal  power,  (which  is  the  most  su- 
preme in  England)  is  obliged  to  the  observance 
of  the  laws;  and  it  would  be  absurd  at  the 
same  time  to  say,  that  any  part  of  the  parlia- 
mentary constitution  is  not  limited  by  the 
known  laws  of  the  land,  or  the  laws  and  cus- 
toms of  parliament ; and  I doubt  not  but  it 
will  appear,  a Writ  of  Error  doth  not  lie,  and 
never  did  he  before  the  Lords  in  such  a case  t 
and  so  it  comes  at  last  to  this  point,  what  is 
the  law  of  England  in  this  case?  And  1 will 
tell  you  my  thoughts  of  it.  1 hare  read  and 
learned,  and  I believe  it  is  true,  that  mutters 
of  parliament  are  determined  by  the  laws  and 
customs  of  parliament ; and  I believe  there  is 
as  good  au  authority  for  it  as  there  is  for  Writs 
of  Error,  or  any  tiling  else ; and  that  this  law 
and  custom  of  parliament  is  a principal  part  of 
the  laws  of  England,  and  to  he  learned  by  ex- 
perience and  precedents,  and  I reckon  that  we 
must  come  te  them  at  last.  Now,  Sir,  let  us 
see  what  experience  or  precedents  we  have  to 
found  this  jurisdiction  of  ihe  House  of  Cum- 
moot  upon,  for  examining  ond  determining 
matters  concerning  their  own  elections.  It  is 
true,  we  have  no  Journals  estuut  helore  Edw. 
0’s  time  : and  there  is  a Book  they  call  Sey- 
mour, I think  it  is  a book  of  no  great  autho- 
rity, and  if  be,  there  is  but  a small  matter  in 
it.  I have  read  it  over  carefully  myself  more 
than  once,  and  find  only  titles  of  Bills  de- 

{ lending,  and  when  they  were  read;  and  all  1 
earned  fruni  it  was,  that  sometimes  Bills  in 
those  days  were  read  lour  limes.  And,  Sir, 
there  is  us  little  concerning  eh  ctmnt  in  queen 
Mary’s  reign  ; but  ill  the  beginning  of  queen 
Elizabeth,  you  have  the  matters  of  « lections 
plainly  set  down,  and  so  they  have  been  ever 
since.  And  from  that  time  to  this  it  hath  been 
a standing  Uule  ut  the  House  of  Commons,  in 


S59]  PAUL.  HISTORY,  3 Anse,  170+. — Proceeding)  of  the  Common*  in  the  [2G0 


the  •beginning  of  every  parliament,  and,  as  I 
take  it,  of  every  session,  to  appoint  a Com- 
mittee to  examine  all  matters  concerning  Elec- 
tions. Now,  if  the  right  of  elections  is  not  a 
matter  concerning  the  election,  then  i own 
myself'  under  a mistake  : hat  if  that  be  a ma- 
terial part,  and  comprehended  uithin  the  ge- 
neral words,  and  if  those  column  tees  have  ftom 
time  to  time  proceeded  to  examine  the  right 
of  electors,  and  this  liuusc  hath  proceeded  from 
time  to  time  to  give  judgment  in  such  cases, 
sometimes  according  to  general  qualifications 
settled  and  adjusted  in  the  House,  and  very 
frequently  upon  examining  and  considering  the 
rights  of  particular  votes;  then  I think  we 
have  as  good  authority  for  the  jurisdiction  of 
this  House,  in  the  matter  of  these  elections,  as 
can  be  had  for  any  thing  whatsoever. — I do 
say,  in  this  case,  we  ought  to  take  our  ground 
and  foundation  upon  the  right  which  the  Com- 
mons of  England  have,  and  ever  had  by  law 
and  customs  of  parliament,  to  he  exercised  by 
the  representatives  of  their  own  chusing;  which 
right  is  grounded  upon  mnnifold  precedents 
and  constant  usage,  l'or  if  we  have  a power 
to  hear  nnd  determine  the  right  of  the  electors; 
and  to  punish  otneers  for  abridging  them  of  their 
right,  nnd  give  satisfaction  to  the  party,  which 
most  evidently  appears,  not  only  in  our  Journals 
but  by  a continued  itud  uninterrupted  practice, 
time  out  of  mind ; then  1 think  we  need  look  no 
further. — I do  say,  that  from  time  to  time  there 
has  never  been  n session  of  parliament  but  this 
power  lias  been  exercised ; and  in  your  Commit- 
tees they  have  often  come  to  resolutions  to  de- 
termine the  right  of  all  electors,  and  frequently 
of  particular  electors;  and  for  that  purpose  only 
they  have  examined  whether  persons  had  bur- 
gage-tenures, or  have  paid  scot  and  lot,  or  have 
been  freemen,  and  other  circumstances  neces- 
sary for  the  information  of  the  Committees; 
and  as  matters  have  appeared,  they  have  judged 
them  qualified  or  unquulitied:  And  where  the 
votes  of  persons  having  right  have  been  offered, 
though  refused  at  the  election,  the  Committees 
have  usually  allowed  those  Votes  as  if  they  had 
been  given;  and  upon  their  determination  the 
House  have  agreed  with  the  Committee  very 
frequently,  and  sometimes  have  disagreed  with 
the  Committer,  cs  the  merits  of  the  cause  have 
appeared  to  the  House.  So  that  nothing  is 
plainer  than  that  the  House  of  Commons  have, 
from  time  to  time,  exercised  this  jurisdiction  in 
all  the  pari*  of  it;  and  sometimes  elections 
have  been  tried  at  the  bar,  and  deuriniued  by 
the  House  upon  such  trial. — Then  how  comes 
this  action  to  be  brought  in  Westtninsier-Hajl; 
i have  considered  that  poiut,  and  take  nothing 
to  he  plainer  than  this,  that  Westminster- Hail 
never  had  a power  to  meddle  with  t lections, 
but  where,  by  some  special  act  of  parliameut, 
you  have  given  them  power.  1 know  that  there 
are  some  opinions  that  elections  have  been 
tried  in  Chancery,  and  in  the  House  of  Lords 
but  I cannot  find  any  thing  of  that  nature  ever 
settled,  though  some  attempts  have  formerly 
been  made  that  way.  1 kuow  that  witnesses 


have  been  carried  up  sometimes  to  the  House 
of  Lords  liar  to  he  sworn,  but  the  trial  of  elec- 
tions, and  of 'the  right  of  the  electors  hath  al- 
ways been  in  the  House  of  Commons;  so  that 
here  would  be  iio  defect  of  power  or  justice  if 
nobody  else  meddled  in  this  mutter. — Thee 
consider  what  acts  hnve  altered  this  original 
right ; 1 mink  there  are  two  that  are  most  nie- 
| tcriul  to  he  considered  ; one  is  tiiat  of  23  of  H. 
j 6,  cap.  15.  What  is  the  importance  of  that?  It 
l takes  notice,  that  convenient  remedy  tor  the 
party  grieved  was  not  ordained  in  the  funner 
statutes  against  Sheriffs,  Mayors  and  ifculiih 
offending;  whereby  one  would  infer,  tlitt  the 
parliament  in  those  days  did  not  think  or  know 
any  thing  of  the  remedy  now  endeavoured  to 
be  set  up  in  Westminster-Hall  and  the  House 
of  Lords.  And  this  Statute  provides,  that  u 
i any  Sheriff  do  contrary  to  the  Statutes  about 
elections,  he  shall  incur  the  penalty  of  lb* 
former  Statutes,  viz.  100/.  to  the  k mg,  and  t 
years  imprisonment,  and  shall  forfeit  100/ 
more:  To  whom?  to  the  paity  that  ought  k 
have  been  returned ; ami  if  he  do  not  sue,  then 
is  an  action  given  for  the  same  to  any  body  else 
And  a mayor  or  builiff,  for  a false  or  undue  re 
(urn,  is  to  forfeit  to  the  king  4 U/.,  and  40/.  l( 
the  party  that  should  be  returned  ; and  if  1*  d< 
not  sue,  then  a popular  action  is  given  for  tlx 
last  penalty : So  it  is  plain,  bv  this  statute,  Q( 
action  is  given  to  the  Voter,  who  had  his  reme- 
dy in  the  House  of  Commons.  Your  ancestor.- 
were  so  careful  of  your  liberties,  that  tbrs 
never  trusted  their  elections  to  all  persons;  sue! 
ns  held  in  villunage,  all  customary  tenant*  ubt 
held  at  the  will  of  their  Lords,  and  might  be  in- 
fluenced by  them,  and,  (as  I take  it)  tenants  In 
escuage,  ’(ill  cscungc  was  reduced  io  certainty 
were  excluded,  and  afterwards  all  freeholder? 
under  forty  shillings  u year;  and  when  the  o& 
cers  were  by  law  to  admit  some  Votes  and  re 
jeet  others,  they  were  to  use  the  best  of  thei: 
judgments,  w ithout  being  liable  to  a mdltipliciti 
of  actious,  (unless  in  the  cases  I have  mention- 
ed,) Lut  for  their  Defaults  were  always  respon- 
sible to  the  House  of  Commons. — Ix-t  us  con- 
sider then  the  statute  in  king  William’s  tio*e,  I 
think  it  is  in  the  7th  year  of  his  reign;  there 
the  statute  takes  notice  of  the  injury  dune  to 
gen  tinned  by  double  and  false  returns,  and 
thereby  a double  return  is  made  a false  return; 
and  by  the  statute  it  i>  provided,  that  if  any  re- 
turning officer  return  contrary  to  the  last  deter- 
mination of  the  House  of  Commons,  of  the  right 
of  election  ; such  return  is  thereby  adjudged 
be  a false  return,  and  void. — This  statute  of 
the  7 tli  of  king  William,  admits  the  very  deter- 
mination of  the  right  of  election  to  lie  in  tte 
House  of  Commons;  it  does  not  say  the  deter- 
mination of  the  election,  but  of  the  right  of 
election.  I will  endeavour  to  avoid  repetition. 
— Hut  how  does  this  matter  stand  ? By  the  law 
and  custom  of  parliament,  which  is  a most  ma- 
terial part  of  the  law  of  England,  the  House  of 
Commons  have  the  jurisdiction  in  these  mat- 
ters of  their  elections  ; but,  by  one  or  two  sta- 
tutes, the  House  of  Commous  have  given  poner, 
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in  oi*e  or  two  cases,  to  proceed  in  the  manner 
thrreifi  prescribed ; but  none  of  the  cases  al- 
l-med  lv  tlxjae  statutes,  are  like  the  case  of  this 
man  at  .Aylesbury,  for  he  is  not  a person  who 
la*  so&rvd  because  he  was  not  duly  returned, 
tKirihe  person  mentioned  in  7 Willielmi;  nor 
i*  his  action  founded  upon  any  statute  ; so  that 
thn  case  is  left  out  of  the  statutes,  anti  it  must 
b*  determined  according  to  the  law  and  custom 
of  pari  lament. — As  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Nevi),  it 
errer  came  to  be  determined  in  parliament: 
We  read  it  was  put  off  to  the  parliament  be- 
cause of  the  great  weight  of  it;  and  the  judges 
«^re  of  opinion  that  it  was  a matter  too  high 
tar  them.  And  in  the  case  of  Mr  Onslow, 
•here  the  case  of  Mr.  Nevil  was  cited,  they 
positwelv  said,  it  was  a matter  of  too  great  pre- 
wmptton  for  the  judges  to  meddle  with  it. — 
Then  how  conies  it  to  pnss,  if  this  action  might 
have  been  brought  at  common-law;  I say, 
bow  comes  it  to  pass,  that  this  action  was  never 
Kmght  before?  Certainly  that  is  an  argument 
::  never  lay,  for  there  must  have  been  occasion 
Crsuch  an  action,  if  the  common-law  would 
hare  maintained  it.  But  the  judge**,  who 
knew  best  the  grounds  and  reasons  for  this  pre- 
tended action,  have  refused  meddling  in  this 
matter,  because  it  concerned  the  parliament, 
and  die  parliament  had  not  entrusted  them 
•ith  it.  As  to  the  case  of  Bnninrdiston  and 
tome,  first  adjudged  in  the  King's- Bench,  the 
tei$*owas,  because  it  had  been  adjudged  in 
parliament;  for  sir  Samuel  Barnardiston  had  a 
majority  by  near  100,  and  the  House  of  Com- 
had  tried  the  cause,  and  gave  him  his  right 
cuitru’gin  the  Uouse;  so  that  one  would  have 
ih 'tight  (hat  he  had  hherty  to  have  gone 
Mo  West  in  ins  ter  Hall.  But  afterwards  this 
judgment  was  reversed  m the  Exchequer ; 
aad  judge  Ellis,  in  his  Argument,  says  plain- 
ly. fbat  the  right  of  determining  elections 
kicag*  to  the  House  of  Commons,  and  the 
House  of  Commons  have  determined  it  for 
yrtsamuel  Burnariiistcn,  and  for  that  reason 
you  ought  to  affirm  this  Judgment. — This  fmat- 
trr  ms  brought,  presently  after  the  Revolution, 
the  Hoofee  of  Lords,  and  when,  it  came 
there,  all  hut  five  or  six  lords  were  for  affirming 
the  reversal.  No«v, Sir,  by  reading  the  reasons 
ot  these  five  or  six  h*rdsthat  dissented,  we  may 
feflly  infer  wbat  weie  the  reasons  that  induced 
tbv  »hjle  House  to  affirm  ^he  rettrsal.  Two 
r«i«ons  were  given  ; first,  say  they,  because 
chemise  there  will  he  a defect  of  justice.  One 
Mij  inter,  if  these  five  or  six  lords  were  of  opi- 
nion that  tiiere  would  be  a defect  of  justice,  all 
Mother  lords  were  of  opinion  there  would  be 
to  detect  of  justice.  The  five  or  six  lords  that 
taj'tnted  said,  that  the  plaint  iff’  ought  to  have 
tba  aciiDQ  by  the  common  law  ; certainly  if 
the  other  lords  had  been  of  this  opinion,  they 
*’«iki  have  maintained  the  action,  hut  they 
included  no  such  action  did  lie,  because  no 
abaction  was  given  by  the  common  law. — I 
this  matter  to  he  of  infinite  moment,  and 
Hiunk  there  is  no  degree  or  state  in  this  realm 
W That  is  bound  by  the  known  laws  of  this 
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land,  so  that  they  have  no  jurisdiction  in  this 
case,  then  l do  not  sec  how  a Writ  of  Error  cart 
give  them  jurisdiction.  Sir,  1 appeal  to  you, 
and  ail  the  gentlemen  here,  whether  what  until 
luen  said  on  one  side  hath  been  at  all  answer- 
ed by  the  other:  If  an  action  of  sctindalum 

maguattim  should  he  brought  against  a mem- 
ber, for  what  be  lias  said  in  ibis  house,  no  doubt 
but  that  member  would  plead  the  privilege  of 
this  House,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  judges 
would  allow  it, and  put  the  plaintiff  oft  .sine  die. 
But  notw ii’nstnn ding, n Writ  of  Error,  according 
to  this  doctrine,  might  be  brought,  and  the 
Lords  might  give  judgment  that  this  action 
docs  lie,  and  then  what  would  become  of  youf 
liberty  of  debate?  This  is  an  instance  worth 
your  regard.  It  hath  been  told  you  how  the 
Lords  have  taken  notice  of  the  privileges 
of  this  House,  in  the  Case  of  Hollis  and  Elliot. 
Lot  that  he  set  in  its  true  colours,  and  see 
whether  any  thing  can  be  drawn  from  that  case 
to  fortify  the  Judgment  lately  given  in  the 
Horn*  of  Lords.  There  was  a disorder  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  the  Speaker  wasvio- 
lcnily  forced  back  into  the  chair,  and  scanda- 
lous oords  against  the  king’s  privy  council  and 
judges,  were  uttered  by  Elliot,  Hollis  and 
others,  and  upon  that  a prosecution  was 
brought,  5 Car.  1,  against  those  particular  gen- 
tlemen in  Westminster- hall ; as  well  for  the 
words  spoke  in  the  House  of  Commons  ns  for 
the  force  ; and  fines  were  set  upon  them.  This 
matter,  after  the  Restoration  of  Charles  2,  was 
brought  before  the  Lords,  nt  a conference,  and 
they  took  notice  of  the  privileges  of  this  House, 
not  to  set  them  aside,  but  confirm  them;  and 
lordships  declared  the  Judgment  to  be  il- 
! legal,  and  the  freedom  and  privilege  of  parlia- 
ment, and  desired  the  lord  Hollis  to  bring  the 
roll  before  them  by  Writ  of  Error;  and  so,  by 
agreement,  the  Judgment  was  reversed,  ns  be- 
ing ngninsl  the  freedom  of  speech  in  parlia- 
ment, allowed  by  Strowd’s  act ; which  their 
lordships  acknowledged  to  be  declaratory  of 
the  ancient  and  necessary  rights  and  privileges 
of  parliament.  Their  lordships  then  would  not 
let  any  matter  appear  upon  record,  to  the  de- 
stroying the  Commons' privileges;  and  1 won- 
der how  this  precedent  comes  to  be  cited,  to 
justify  a proceeding  which  tends  directly  to 
tnke  away  your  privilege®. — [ wish  with  nil  my 
| heart  the  House  would  have  appointed  some 
J persons  to  have  searched  Precedents,  and  I am 
[ sure  they  would  have  found  an  infinite  number 
to  be  produced,  to  have  justified  the  power  of 
j the  House  in  this  case,  how  it  hath  been  in  their 
t power,  time  out  of  mini),  how  they  have  a 
I power  to  punit-li  officers,  and  in  some  instances 
they  have  given  damages.  I remember  one  in 
iny  time  ; Mr.  Tankred  caused  a person  to  be 
brought  hither,  and  he  cleared  himself;  and 
the  House  (as  I remember^)  made  an  Order, 
that,  as  he  was  the  occasion  of  the  man's  com- 
ing up,  and  Ifad  done  him  an  injury,  he  should 
make  him  reparation,  and  he  was  forced  to  do 
it  by  paying  him  a sum  of  money. — Not  that  I 
would  go  so  far  as  to  »ny,  thnt  this  House  is  is 
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proper  court  for  imposing  fines  i But  if  they  , 
nre  not  a proper  jurisdiction  for  tlie  business  of 
their  own  elections,  I think  they  have  no  juris- 
diction at  all.  I will  not  say  this  House  has  a 
power  to  fine  : I know  we  read  something  of 
that  iu  your  Journals,  hut  I think,  those  hues 
came  to  nothing,  because  there  was  no  means 
to  estreat  them,  or  cause  them  to  be  levied  ; 
and  so  that  matter  has  slept  ever  since,  and  I 
hope,  will  for  ever. — But  not  only  your  free- 
dom of  debate,  but  right  of  sitting  in  this 
House,  is  concerned  in  this  case : And  if  you 

huvc  not  a power  to  determine  matters  of  elec- 
tions to  this  House,  I wonder  how  any  author 
comes  to  say  this  House  has  any  judicature  at 
■11;  for  if  they  have  not  a jurisdiction  to  this, 
they  have  no  jurisdiction  to  any  purpose  what- 
soever.— If  this  point  be  settled,  that  this 
power  belongs  to  the  House  of  Commons,  the 
next  consideration  will  be  how  to  attain  it ; 
and  in  this,  I hope  gentlemen  will  take  such 
steps  as  are  proper  for  them,  and  for  those  they 
represent  ; for  we  are  sent  here  ad  tract  an-  , 
dum,  &c.  in  the  name  of  those  we  represent  : 
And  we  have  but  a delegated  power,  and  can't 
without  breach  of  trust,  give  up  the  rights  of 
the  commonalty.  For  my  own  part  I have 
taken  an  oath  to  preserve  the  privileges  of  the 
people  that  cho&tne,  but,  without  such  an  oath, 
should  be  of  opinion  that  1 cannot  give  up  this 
rivilegc  which  l am  to  execute  on  their  behalfs ; 
ut  I will  use  all  the  lawful  and  just  methods  1 
can  to  come  at  it,  and  I think  you  may  do 
this  without  interfering  with  the  House  of 
Lords,  or  the  judges.  There  is  no  doubt  but 
the  judges  in  Westmioster-Hall  are  bound  to 
take  no:  ice  judicially  of  your  legal  proceedings 
here*;  and  if  you  come  to  make  a declaration, 
that  the  power  of  hearing  and  determining  all 
natters  concerning  elections,  does  belong  to 
the  House  of  Commons  in  parliament;  I 
doubt  not  but  they  will  take  notice  of  it,  as 
becomes  them.  And  giv6  me  leave  to  say,  no- 
body can  help  bringing  this  action,  us  this  was 
done  ; for  a person  may  take  out  a writ  and 
declare  upon  it,  and  carry  it  down  to  trial, 
without  the  privity  or  knowledge  of  any  court ; 
and  then,  when  the  cause  is  tried,  the  other 
side  comes  and  moves  in  arrest  of  judgment, 
and  the  court  gives  sentence.  But  I wish  the 
defendant  had  demurred,  and  then  that  would 
have  put  it  as  a point  of  law  to  the  judges  ; and 
if  they  had  determined  it  judicially  for  you,  I 
believe  it,would  Imve  gone  no  further.  For  it 
is  one  thing  to  determine  it  upon  demurrer, 
aud  another  thing  when  the  cause  has  been  tri- 
ed and  damages  given,  to  have  the  court’s  opi- 
nion ex  post  facto . — The  judges  determined  the 
action  does  not  lie;  but  as  matters  stand 
now,  perhaps  in  like  cases,  there  will  be  brought 
a Writ  of  Error  before  the  Lords,  aud  they 
will  give  such  a judgment  as  they  have  givcu 
now,  for  aught  i know.  I should  rot  think  it 
proper  to  come  to  any  questiou  now,  by  wliicb 
you  shall  determiue  your  right,  if  you  are  not 
fully  satisfied  about  it ; but  it  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered farther.  The  law  and  custom  of  par- 


liament is  to  be  found  out  by  experience  and 
precedents : But  if  you  are  satisfied,  then  l 

think  the  proper  questiau  is  dm*  by  the  law 
and  custom  of  parliament,  the  hearing,  examin- 
ing and  determining  all  matters  concerning 
elecliou  of  members  to  serve  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  is  io  be  by  the  same  House.  I 
think  that  is  to  be  your  question,  or  to  that  ef- 
fect.—The  consequence  will  be,  if  tins  be  part 
of  the  law  of  England,  as  it  plaiuly  is,  you  may 
as  well  stand  upon  that  declaration,  as  upon 
any  new  law  to  be  made  by  parliament,  if  you 
could  get  it : But  I believe  you  have  no  great 

reason  to  expect  a new  Jaw  in  this  case  to  pass 
iu  the  House  of  Lords.  Then  what  would  you 
do?  If  you  should  try  to  get  a new  law  and 
fail,  it  will  be  construed,  that  you  had  not  this 
power  before,  but  i ndeavoured  to  get  it,  aud 
the  House  of  Lords  denied  it  you.  But  it  is 
plain  and  clear  you  have  this  power  already, 
and  a sufficient  ground  to  stand  upon  ; and  I 
doubt  not  but  Westminster- hall  will  take  no- 
tice of  it,  and  the  House  of  Lords  too  ; If  they 

do  not [Here  Mr.  Lowndes  was  interrupted 

by  a noise  made  by  some  few  of  the  Members, 
who  said,  What  then  ? but  he  proceeded].— I 
say,  if  they  do  nor,  it  will  be  time  enough  to 
confer  with  them  ufterwards : And  give  roe 

leave,  I am  not  afraid  to  say,  if  a private  man, 
much  more  the  House  of  Commons,  have  the 
law  of  England  on  their  sides,  let  them  be  un- 
dermined ever  so  much,  one  way  or  other  they 
will  obtain' their  right  sooner  or  Jatcr.  Ihe 
rights  of  the  people  of  England  nre  safer  in  the 
hands  of  their  representatives  than  any  other; 
if  they  do  not  like  them,  they  can  turn  them 
out  and^fibuse  new  ones;  but  they  cannot  do 
so  in  the  case  of  the  Lords. — I beg  pardon  lor 
my  great  prolixity  : 1 take  it  to  be  of  import- 

ance to  avoid  all  contests  with  the  House  of 
Lords,  aud  with  Westmiuster-hnll,  and  I think 
you  may  do  it,  by  proposing  and  adjusting  * 
plain  Declaration  of  your  right  by  the  law  and 
custom  of  parliament.” 

Mr.  Solicitor  General , (Sir  Simon  Uarcourh 
afterwards  Lord  llarcourt  and  Lord  •Chan- 
cellor). w After  what  hath  been  said  at 
large  concerning  the  law  in  this  case,  especially 
since  it  liath  received  no  contradiction  in  ntty 
instance  whatsoever  ; I will  avoid  the 
tition  of  what  has  been  already  offered,  and 
endeavour  to  shorten  your  debate,  by  bringing 
it  something  toward  a point.  It  bath  been  said 
that  the  question  now  before  you  is,  W bethel* 
Judgment  being  given  in  the  Court  of  Queens* 
bench,  u Writ  of  Error  does  not  lie  in 
House  of  Lords,  to  reverse  that  Judgment  ? I 
cannot  by  any  means,  agree  that  to  be 
question.— But  that  which  I take  to  be  the 
proper  question  before  you  is,  Whether  or  no 
it  be  the  sole  right  of  the  Commons  of  England 
to  determine  their  own  elections  ? If  you  are 
of  that  opinion,  never  let  your  disease  gm*  “ 
such  a head,  as  to  put  you  upon  the  necessity 
of  compluming  of  a Judgment  of  the  Lords, 
but  ruber  check  it  iu  its  infancy.-* It  Pef* 
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sound  harsh,  that  a man  shall  not  be  ad- 
acted  to  make  use,  and  have  the  benefit  of 
the  law  ; and  yet  when  that  thought  is  tho- 
roughly digested,  I believe  no  gentleman  in  this 
house,  but  will  agree,  that  there  may  be  many 
such  instances,  wliere  you  will  not  endure  any 
suit  at  bw.  1 cannot  give  you  any  better  in- 
stances, than  what  have  been  mentioned  to 
100  by  a learned  gentleman  on  the  other  side, 
■bo  approve*  of  this  proceeding  by  Writ  of 
f/ror ; the  prosecutioii  against  sir  Wriliatn 
Muiiiams  tor  publishing  a libel  (ns  it  was 
(ailed)  by  direction  of  this  House,  and  au 
juuob  against  the  Serjeant  for  obeying  your 
commands.  If  such  au  action  should  tie  brought 
Ljaiasl  the  Speaker  or  Serjeant,  should  we  sit 
nil  here  to  see  what  they  would  do  in  the 
Court*  below,  and  afterwards  wait  for  the 
ntnt  in  the  House  of  Lords  by  Writ  of  Error  ? 
—It  is  very  true,  these  Judgments  that  are 
o*Qtioaed  by  that  gentleman  continue  still 
unreversed.  As  to  that  given  against  the 
Speaker,  he  mentioned  it  as  a Precedent  not 
it  to  be  followed  ; indeed,  it  is  a reproach  to 
ike  House  to  mention  it,  since  no  parliament 
bath  reversed  it.  As  to  the  other  action  against 
fbe  Serjeant,  be  says.  Judgment  was  given 
■|*io*t  him,  and  tluit  stand*  in  full  force  ; as 
I remember  that  case,  it  went  off  upon  the  ! 
bon  of  pleading. — But  nothing  of  that  kind 
tafig  the  question  now,  I beg  leave  to  state 
«Ut  this  action  is  that  is  now  before  us  ; for 
gtstlemeu  in  the  country,  who  have  frequently 
twi  with  actions,  prosecuted  without  censure 
for  metiers  relating  to  elections,  may,  perhaps, 
t*  surprized,  till  they  come  to  consider  what 
t!*poiut  is.  This  is  notan  action  grounded 
epoa  aoy  statute  whatsoever.  It  is  agreed  an 
*«wn  may  be  maintained  where  a statute 
a particular  remedy,  but  this  is  an  action 
tooled  upon  the  common-law.  Whatever 
javr  privileges  arc,  if  you  will  consent  to  an 
»a  of  parliament  to  make  other  persons  judges 
cf  ihose  privileges,  so  far  ns  you  consent,  if 
pursue  the  power  given  them  by  act  of 
(Arbament,  there  is  no  wrong  done  you  : but 
»a  action  brought  at  common-law  is  that  which, 

^ think,  interferes,  with  the  inherent  right  of 
teahouse. — We  have,  I think,  attained  to  one 
peceof  knowledge  upon  this  debate,  that  this 
w*s  tbe  first  action  that  was  ever  brought  of 
t&s  kind ; and  gentlemen  will  not  much  won- 
der why  this  is  brought  now,  whentheyron- 
irier  what  endeavours  have  been  used  to  make 
tka  House  contemptible.  I believe  this  may 
U (bought  the  most  probable  method  to  at- 
Uw  that  end. — I would  not  repent  the  prece- 
* nU  that  have  been  quoted,  yet  I cannot  but 
take  notice  of  tbatof  Barnardiston  and  Soame  : 
ihuie  arguments  that  were  made  use  of  for  this 
Judgment,  in  that  case  were  rejected,  and  the 
Judgment  of  the  Lords  was  then  directly  con- 
ll*ry.  I should  be  very  glad  to  hear  how  the 
Judgment  of  reversal  in  that  case,  and 
Ul  Urn,  are  reconcilable.  Tbe  Commons,  at 
uuw,  would  scarce  have  suffered  such  an 
•“•■F  UP°U  their  privileges,  and  I hope  we 
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shall  be  as  careful  and  as  zealous  to  preserve 
ours:  we  have  as  much  power  as  our  prede- 
cessors, we  shall  never  suffer  for  want  of  power, 
if  we  do  not  suffer  for  want  of  will  to  exert  it.— 
1 expect  to  hear  of  the  great  authority  of  oue 
learned  judge,  that  differed  from  them  ; I 
have  the  utmost  esteem  for  his  judgment,  but  I 
am  sorry  to  hear  any  insinuation,  that  those 
judges  who  have  given  their  opinion  otherwise, 
are  guilty  of  a breach  of  their  oaths.  It  hath 
been  touched  upon,  that,  whenever  any  ques- 
tion has  been  asked  the  Judges,  concerniniog 
the  privileges  of  the  Lords,  or  the  privileges  of 
the  Commons,  their  answer  is  recorded  for 
the  instruction  of  all  their  successors,,  and,  to 
the  honour  of  both  houses  of  parliament,  that 
it  was  a matter  above  their  know  ledge : the 
law  of  parliament  is  above  the  judges  of 
the  common-law,  and  is  not  to  be  subject  to 
their  judgment,  it  is  alieni  fori. — And,  Sir,  as  I 
have  been  informed,  this  w as  the  answer  given 
in  the  House  of  Lords  by  one  of  the  present 
Judges,  and  by  what  I have  heard,  it  was  well 
he  escaped  their  censure;  shewing  too  much 
respect  to  this  House  gave  very  great  offence. 
— I beg  gentlemen  to  consider,  (I  shall  not 
enter  into  particulars  that  have  been  men- 
tioned) whether  any  thing  of  this  kind  would 
not  make  you  despicable,  to  the  lowest  degree, 
in  the  world,  and  expose  electors  to  such  mis- 
chiefs that  pone  could  endure?  Upon  every 
election  that  conies  before  you,  it  is  impossible 
to  judge  the  right  of  election,  but  by  (lie 
right  of  the  electors.  If  you  will  endure  any 
person,  after  you  have  said  be  has  no  right,  to 
go  into  Westminster- Hal  I,  and  bring  an  action 
in  the  courts  there,  a jury  may  find  a ver- 
dict, that  the  House  of  Commons  are  mis- 
taken, and  that  this  person  hath  a right,  and 
judgment  shall  be  given  accordingly.  Will  not 
this  proceeding,  that  very  moment,  submit 
your  resolutions  to  the  examination  and  cen- 
sure of  the  inferior  courts?  May  not  they  say, 
they  vote  for  one  another,  we  have  detected 
them  all  ? That  they  are  a parcel  of  people 
packed  together,  and  not  one  of  them  elected 
as  they  should  be  ? — What  condition  the  ma- 
gistrate will  be  in,  hath  been  mentioned  al- 
ready ; when  a multitude  hath  a right,  and 
every  body  may  bring  his  action,  can  any  ma- 
gistrate, (a  constable  as  in  this  case)  bear  the 
expences  of  a hundred  or  a thousand  actions 
at  law  ? There  will  not  be  wanting  some  to 
prosecute  a magistrate  with  all  the  violence 
possible. — Though  I can  by  no  means  agree, 
that  this  matter  is  to  be  determined  according 
to  the  common  rules  and  methods  of  law,  hut 
according  to  the  course  of  parliament ; yet  I 
shall  compare  it  with  some  other  cast  s in  the 
law. — That  which  makes  these  persons  hard- 
ships the  greater,  is,  these  magistrates  are  not 
people  that  officiously  interpose  to  take  a poll 
at  elections,  and  make  a return  ; but  these 
are  men,  who,  by  the  duty  of  their  office,  are 
obliged  to  do  it ; and  if  they  do  not  execute 
their  office,  and  give  you  satisfaction,  yet  if 
you  let  this  be  examined  hi  another  place 
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after  you  have  said  they  have  done  well,  they 
may  he  punished  for  doing  so. — I will  compare 
this  with  one  or  two  common  cases  that  have 
not  been  mentioned  ; suppose  a person  should 
exhibit  an  indictment  against  another  malici- 
ously : he  does  this  wilfully,  and  an  action 
does  lie  against  him  ; hut  if  h Grand-Juryman 
ti nd  a bill  against  a man,  the  law  will  not  admit 
an  averment  that  it  was  done  maliciously, 
because  he  was  obliged  by  his  office  to  do  it : 
so  it  is  in  the  case  of  a witness  because  he  is 
brought  in  by  the  process  #of  the  court  : so  it 
is  in  the  case  ofjudges.  And  is  it  not  equally 
the  duty  of  a magistrate  to  determine  upon  the 
poll,  and  afterwards  to  make  a return?  and  is 
not  that  examinable  before  you  ? — A great  deal 
might  be  said  further  upon  this,  but  I hope  it 
is  pretty  unnecessary  : and  that  no  body  can 
have  any  doubt  but  that  our  privileges  are 
very  much  concerned  in  this  question,  ami 
what  the  consequences  would  be  ; therefore 
I would  humbly  propose  for  the  question  what 
another  gentleman  hath  hinted  at,  which  may 
reduce  this  debate  to  a particular  point. — We 
certainly  have  such  a thing  as  the  law  and 
custom  of  parliament,  and  that  is  very  well 
kuown,and  upon  that  foot  I desire  you  would 
put  a question  to  thisplfect : 

u * That  the  sole  right  of  examining  and  deter- 

* mining  all  matters  relating  to  the  election  of 
4 members  to  serve  in  parliament  except  in  such 
4 cases  as  are  otherwise  provided  for  by  an  act 

* of  parliament,  is  in  the  House  of  Commons  ; 

4 and  that  neither  the  qualification  of  the. 
4 electors,  or  the  right  of  the  persons  elected, 

4 is  elsewhere  cognizable  or  determinable.'  ” 

Members.  “ The  Question,  the  Question  !” 

Mr.  Smith. — " Sir,  I speak  only  to  yourorder, 
that  gentleman  woold  not  interrupt  one 
another  by  calling  for  the  Question,  but  give 
diligent  attention  to  the  debate,  for  this  is  a 
matter  of  great  consequence.” 

Then  Mr.  Freeman  (in  the  chair)  stated  a 
question  on  his  paper  to  the  effect  proposed 
by  Mr.  Solicitor,  and  read  the  same  to  the 
committee. 

Sir  Christopher  Musgrave. — u I am  very 
willing  to  bear  any  gentleman  that  will  stand 
up  and  speak,  and  you  .Imre  had  a very  good 
bint  given  you  by  an  honourable  person,  that , 
this  is  a busiues  of  great  moment ; and  I hope 
we  shall  continue  to  do  as  we  have  done,  that 
is,  to.  hear  gentlemen  patiently  : and  that  we 
may  not  be  guilty  of  any  disorder,  I move  you 
for  candles  to  be  brought  in.” 

Then  the  question  was  put,  and  carried 
for  candle'.  And  they  were  brought  in  accor- 
ding'y. 

Mr.  Dormer , (afterwards  a Judge). — a Mr. 
Freeman,  you  have  now  a question  upon  your  1 
paper,  but  that  which  1 take  to  be  the  question  | 
m,  Whether  a freeholder,  or  a freeman,  who 


hath  a l ight  to  give  his  vote  for  his  repress 
tntives  in  parliament,  may  arbitrarily  ai 
maliciously  be  deprived  of  that  privile* 
without  any  redress  in  any  court  whmsuevi 
— This  I take  to  be  the  case  before  you,  it 
said  to  be  of  great  consequence,  and  l 1 
take  it  to  be  of  as  great  consequence  as  ai 
thing  tlmt-evcr  enme  before  either  house ; a 
I don’t  look  upon  it  only  to  concern  thejur 
diction  of  the  Lords  and  Commons,  but 
affect  every  part  of  the  constitution,  and  t 
queen  the  head  thereof,  in  the  highest  degn 
l or  it  comes  to  this  ; if  the  Lords  have  itoi 
light  to  determine  in  this  matter,  which 
Writ  of  Error  is  regularly  brought  beft 
them,  we  shall  be  turned  into  a state 
villcnnge,  and  the  people  will  be  deprived 
chusing  their*  own  representatives  witbc 
relief,  and  shall  not  have  relief  by  her  majei 
in  the  Court  of  Queen*s-bf  nch,  nor  before/ 
in  the  Court  of  Parliament,  where,  in  con 
deration  of  law,  she  is  always  present, and  wh< 
by  our  law,  is  the  last  appeal  ; and  tb< 
will  he  a failure  and  an  interruption  of  jostit 
and  our  constitution,  in  relation  to  oum*b< 
will  he  so  far  changed,  that  it  will  be  imp 
siblc  there  should  he  any  right  representatu 
of  the  people:  for,  it  will  not  be  the  peoj 
then  that  will  chuse,  but  the  officer  may  arl 
trarily  refuse  and  return  whom  he  thinks  I 
and  the  particular  person  will  be  withe 
remedy.  For,  whatever  gentlemen  apprebe 
if  the  right  of  return  be  not  controvem 
which  way  can  any  particular  man  bring  I 
case  before  you  ? And  what  remedy  sliali  i 
have,  if  not  by  action  ? 1 will  not  say  the 
has  not,  (but  I will  turn  the  argument,  ai 
put  it  upon  them  to  shew  there  has;)  bui 
believe  there  never  was  any  particular  app 
cation  to  the  committee  of  piivilrges, 
the  injury  has  been  done  to  a particular  m 
which  is  the  present  case  : and  this  mail 
is  found  by  a jury  that  was  struck,  ami  u 
one  man  of  the  jury  but  of  quality,  and  a 
proved  on  both  sides  : and  I think,  though 
never  came  before  the  parliament,  nor  tl 
committee  of  privileges,  they  might  com»d 
of  a particular  injury.— And  as  for  the  ont» 
that  hath  been  taken  up,  that  where  thellou 
of  Commons  have  a jurisdiction,  there  ti 
party  is  in  all  cases  without  remedy  in  ai 
other  court  ; sure  that  is  not  according 
triith  : for  in  the  case  of  a false  rctor 
there  is  a public  injury  that  does  not  hind 
the  party  from  obtaining  sntisfaction  as 
his  particular  injury ; and  if  no  action  li 
there  can  he  no  satisfaction ; f<»r  this  Hou' 
hath  not  awarded  damages  in  any  c* 
notwithstanding  the  case  cited, f »r  that  was  oa 
costs  for  the  man’s  trouble  in  coming  up  to  t 
examined  before  this  House.  And,  if  di* 
should  award  damages,  there  is  no  way  of  lev j 
ing  those  damages;  What  writ  can  we 
out  ? And  if  this  person  be  without  remedy  * 
law,  he  must  sit  down  without  any  redress  whal 
soever. — There  may  be  a multitude  oi  east* 
where  tliis  House  hiaih  a jurisdiction  as  *tr  s 
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concerns  tbe  public  and  themselves,  and  the 

C shall  have  bis  action  also.  If  l receive  a 
in  this  House,  it  is  a violation  of  the 
pm  siege  of  this  House,  and  this  House  cun  take 
jurisdiction  of  it,  and  censure  the  person  that 
hath  done  the  injury;  but  will  any  man  say, 
Uut  an  action  of  battery  will  not  lie  at  the 
common-law  in  that  case  ? There  was  the  Case 
of  sir  Thomas  Clarges : At  the  time  of  his 
demon  there  was  one  Roe  speke  words  to  Ins 
{xtjudice:  lie  might  certainly  have  complain- 
ed to  this  House  of  it ; you  had  an  instance,  I 
lijuk,  last  session,  of  one  that  complained,  for 
woe  such  injury,  agaiust  the  lord  bishop  of 
Worcester,  and  the  House  took  it  into  con- 
ii'-ieratiou  ; (which  sir  Thomas  Clarges  might 
lave  done.)  but  he  brought  his  action,  and  re- 
covered considerable  damages:  and  afterwards 
•H  nt  of  Error  was  brought  iu  the  KiugVbencb, 
siid  Judgment  was  athnned. — T here  is  a case 
not  within  any  provision  of  your  law,  and  that 
is,  where  a sheriff  made  a return,  and  he  deli- 
vered tins  to  a private  messenger  t o bring  up 
to  the  Crowe-Office.  Tbe  me>senger  by  the 
thought  nt  to  vilinLe  the  return,  and  make 
mother  return  than  what  he  received  from  the 
dieruT:  For  tliis  an  action  was  brought  and  he 
recovered  at  law  against  this  messenger,  fir  the 
private  damage  he  had  done  him.  Certainly 
/-herwj^e  the  law  would  he  defective. — In  ano- 
ther Case,  the  sheriff  adjourned,  in  prejudice 
to  * candidate,  to  a corn-lkld  : an  action  was 
Irought  against  this  sheriff,  at  law,  for  the 
dances  be  had  done  this  gentleman,  and  it 
maintained,  and  I dare  sny  more  cases 
nay  he  put;  Which  shews  that  your  having  a 
jfcMuicti'iO.bs  to  what  concerns  the  public,  does 
&>t  exclude  tbe  party,  but  he  may  nave  an  ac- 
ton for  his  private  injury. — A great  many 
Patinos  I have  heard,  which  I take  not  to  be 
lrae,p.,r ocularly  tliis,  * T hat  there  is  no  remedy 
* at  law,  hut  in  cases  provided  for  by  the  sta- 
1 tiles:'  That  is  uor  so ; these  statutes  implv  the 
contrary.  The  first  says,  Whereas  there  was 
***  s sufficient  remedy,  therefore,  that  gives  a 
o^re  complete  remedy,  and  so  the  judges  de- 
clared in  the  Case  of  Barnardiston  aud  Soarne . 
—Sir,  they  have  told  us  of  the  Cases  of  Bar- 
tordittoa  and  Soarne,  uud  ofNevil  and  Strode; 
^tb  humble  submission  to  you,  those  Cases  go 
tar  a*  to  prove  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Lords, 
Hi  the  inferior  courts:  That  of  liarnardiston 
and  Soutne,  wa*«  an  action  tried  before  the 
'Qurt  of  KingV  Bench.  and  a set  of  u»  learned 
as  ever  were  before,  or  since* ; ami  three 
them  were  of  opinion  for  the  action,  andiny 
lutd  cluef  justice  11  ale  was  one  of  them  ; who. 
^ term  befote  he  surrendered  his  character, 
tlius  eiprt  «s  himself:  1 He  gave  thanks  to 
* G°d»  that  ne  hid  spared  him  to  that  t.*me,  that 
1 ^ able  to  keep  Ins  cushion,  uud.dt  dare 
‘ to  conscience  in  that  place.'  But  after- 
it  had  its  fate ; a Writ  of  Error  was 
^•'uphr  m the  Exchcquer-Chaitilier;  Mr.  Jus- 
Lrvir.i,  that  reports  it,  says  it  appears 
tbt  those  who  argued  against  the  Judgment  in 
“*KingVbcnch  were  mule  judges,  and  they 


themselves  afterwards  determined  the  Case. 
And  every  body  knows  how  valuable  it  was  at 
that  time,  to  know  the  price  of  an  House  of 
Commons,  aud  an  English  parliament.  Three 
judges  were  made  then  in  the  exchequer,  and  I 
think  two  in  the  Commou- Pleas.  Afterwards 
it  came  into  the  House  of  Lords,  and  there  the 
reversal  in  the  exchequer  was  alfirined,  for  rea- 
sons different  from  what  are  argued  now,  and 
I believe  for  several  good  reasons.  The  sheriff 
in  that  case  had  made  a double  return,  and  the 
sheiiff  might  do  it  for  his  own  indemnity,  for  it 
was  no  more  than  finding  a special  verdict; 
and  therefore  the  saying,  folio  et  mahtiosc, 
being  put  to  a tiling  that  was  in  itself  right, 
would  not  aiicr  the  nature  of  the  thing.  Ano- 
ther reason  they  went  upon  was,  they  said  this 
double  return  was  a void  return,  and  for  that 
reason  the  action  did  not  lie  ; and  upon  these 
reasons  depended  that  Judgment.  T hat  gen- 
tleman who  said  that  only  four  or  live  lords 
(lUsented^is  under  a great  mistake;  lour  or  five 
lords  only  I believe,  entered  their  dissent,  but 
there  was  a great  number,  and  near  no  equality 
agaiust  that  Judgment : and  divers  lords,  now 
iu  that  house,  were  uguinst  tl»at  Judgment,  that 
di<l  notenter  their  dissent. — Then,  Sir,  there  is 
the  Case  of  Nevill  aud  Strode,  and  that  was 
first  a Judgment  in  tbe  Cominon-Eleas,  and 
when  it  hail  taken  its  progress  in  Westimustcr- 
hail,  it  came  be  fort  the  House  of  Lords;  and 
the  Lords  returned  it  hack  again  to  Westrmns- 
ter-hali,  and  ordered  all  the  judges  ot  England 
to  deliver  their  Opinion  in  it.  That  was  found- 
ed upon  an  ordinance  of  th  >se  limes:  Berk- 
shire was  to  seud  five  knights,  and  Nevill  was 
one  of  them  that  were  elected,  but  not  return- 
ed : There  they  said,  in  that  case  that  ordinance 
was  entirely  new,  and  that  case  did  not  recom- 
mend itself  by  the  known  laws  of  the  land,  and 
for  that  reason  they  would  not  give  Judgment, 
for  wages  could  not  be  levied  for  live  such 
knighu.  Aud,  when  afterwiard*  they  were  to 
give  Judgment,  the  right  constitution  had  re- 
covered itself. — Now,  ns  to  the  Lords  right  to 
receive  a Writ  of  Error  in  this  case:  You  have 
addressed  to  them  that  they  would  receive  a 
Writ  of  Error,  at  a time  when  your  privileges 
were  invaded.  That  was  the  case  of  my  lord 
Hollis,  who  with  others  was  informed  against, 
5 Car.  for  having  spoke  words  in  this  House 
that  did  affect  the  government:  And  he  plead- 
ed (o  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court,  (is  there  any 
such  thing  here?  No  they  have  submitted  to 
it  ;)  and  the  court  over-ruled  their  plea  to  the 
jurisdiction,  and  that  Judgment  continued  in 
force,  (as  some  others  which  have  beeu  since 
do  now,  w hich  it  were  well  if  they  were  re- 
versed,) it  is  this  House  took  notice  of  it;  and 
iu  1()G7,  they  desired  a conference  with  the 
llou.se  of  Lords.  The  chairman  was  my  lord 
chiefjustice  Vaughan,  and  this  House  there 
complained  how  they  were  grieved  hy  that 
Judgment;  und,  after  repeated  conferences, 
both  Houses  did  consent  to  this  expedient,  that 
my  lord  Ilollis  being  the  only  survivor,  should 
be  desired  to  bring  a Writ  of  Error  in  the 
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House  of  Lords,  and  he  did  so,  and  the  Lords  brought  in  violation  of  your  privileges ; for, 
in  that  case  did  you  justice,  and  reversed  the  there  be  no  breach  of  privilege  in  it,  I know 
Judgment.  As  to  your  passing  this  Vote,  what  no  authority  we  have  to  stop  the  course  of 
it  will  signify  I cannot  tell.  What  signified  a gal  proceedings.  And  as  to  that,  hut  o 
Vote  you  pnssed  before  about  the  year  eighty,  thing  (as  I conceive)  has  been  said  material 
That  the  putting  the  laws  in  execution  against  which  is  this,  that  this  is  a parliamentary  ca 
Protestant  dissenters,  was  on  injury  to  the  pub-  and  appertains  to  your  jurisdiction;  and! 
lie,  and  a subversion  of  the  government ; and  judges  of  the  common-law,  are  not  judges 
that  those  that  put  them  in  execution,  should  the  law  of  parliament,  nnd  therefore  they  ou| 
be  looked  upon  as  enemies  to  the  king  and  not  to  have  given  the  Plaintiff  his  judgrne 
kingdom  ? The  consequence  was,  that  all  the  (and  it  must  be  admitted  the  Lords  ought  I 
laws,  against  Popery  were  put  in  execution  to  iiave  given  any  judgment,  but  what  I 
against  Protestants  more  than  they  were  be-  judges  ought  to  have  given.)  To  maintain  d 
fore.  The  Judges  in  Westminster-hal!  said,  it  hath  been  said,  and  undoubtedly  it  is  tr 
this  Vote  had  not  passed  into  a luw,  and  they  that  this  House  hath  a right  to  judge  electiot 
could  not  take  notice  of  it.  I hope  we  shall  do  and  it  is  as  true,  that  in  order  to  come  to  tl 
nothing  that  will  lessen  ourselves, nor  any  thing  determination,  it  is  incidently  necessary  tl 
but  what  will  he  effectual  for  the  ends  fur  which  the  House  do  judge  of  the  right  of  electors;  a 
it  is  proposed.”  it  has  been  said,  (but  that  I deny)  that  I 

right  of  the  electors  is  by  tlie  law  of  parliame 
Sir  Joseph  Jckyll,  (afterwards  Master  of  the  — I take  the  right  of  every  elector  in  Eoglu 
Rolls.)  “ Mr.  Freeman,  I consideryou  have  been  to  accrue  to  him  by  the  common-law,  for 
a long  time  in  this  debate,  and  a great  deal  of  is  under  one  or  other  of  these  quaiificalini 
it  has  been  spent,  either  in  suggestions  contrary  Either  he  is  a freeholder,  and  then  lie  ha 
to  what  appears  before  you,  or  else  in  ques-  right  to  vote  for  knights  of  the  shire;  or  he  I 
tions  altogether  improper  for  the  consideration  a right  by  charter,  or  n right  by  prescripts: 
of  the  Committee,  and  therefore  it  is  necessary  which  two  last  rights  take  in  the  right  of  vuti 
to  look  back  to  that  which  gave  occasion  to  the  in  all  cities  and  boroughs.  Now  I would 
present  dispute. — The  Committee  hath  a copy  glad  to  know  whether  the  right  of  a freeholt 
of  the  proceedings  of  this  action  referred  to  is  not  by  the  common-law?  Is  it  not  an  esta 
them,  but  it  hath  not  been  read ; and  I am  with  all  its  privileges  and  services,  created 
confident  if  it  had,  and  had  been  attended  to  that  law?  Whether  a right  by  charter  is  not 
by  gentlemen,  they  would  senree have  said  that  the  common-law?  Is  it  not  that  law  tl 
the  Lords  in  the  Judgment  they  gave,  did  any  enables  the  crown  to  grant  charters,  and  qui 
thing  in  opposition  to  your  Judgment,  or  in  fies  that  power  ? Whether  a right  by  pre>cn 
derogation  to  your  privileges. — Before  the  tion  is  not  by  the  common-law  ? Is  not  pi 
action  was  brought,  there  was  a Resolution  scription,  common-usage  ? And  is  the  cownio 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  That  the  right  law,  any  thing  but  common-usage?  So  til 
of  election  for  the  borough  of  Aylesbury,  was  the  right  of  every  elector  being  by  the  cot 
in  the  inhabitants  not  receiving  alms.  It  is  mon-law,  the  judgment  of  that  right  is  prim 
from  that  Resolution  the  Plaintiff  hath  taken  rily  nnd  originally  in  the  courts  of  law,  Tl 
his  rise,  and  hath  brought  his  action  ; for  by  freeholders  right  of  voting,  is  of  the  essence 
his  declaration  he  makes  his  Case  to  be,  that  his  freehold ; and  you  may  as  well  take  ««' 
he  was  an  inhabitant  of  that  borough,  not  re-  his  freehold,  as  take  away  his  right  to  ml 
eeiving  alms;  and  that  the  constables,  falsly  which  he  lias  by  virtue  of  that  freehold,  m 
and  maliciously,  obstructed  and  hindered  him  then  tell  him  he  must  come  to  the  House 
from  giving  his  Vote  at  the  election  there.  The  Commons  to  recover  it.  And  the  same  mi 
constables  plead,  Not  Guilty,  and  the  matter  be  said  of  those  several  interests,  which  gave 
goes  to  a Jury,  and  they  find  for  the  Plaintiff,  right  of  voting  in  cities  and  boroughs.  At 
and  give  him  51.  damages:  Which  is  in  effect  a thus,  I hope,  I have  made  it  out,  that*  rig 
finding  that  the  Plaintiff  was  an  inhabitant,  not  of  voting  is  not  a parliamentary  right,  butt 
receiving  alms,  and  that  he  was  obstructed  and  ordinary,  legal  one,  and  by  the  coom>on-l*i 
hindered  from  voting  by  those  constables,  and  Judges  have  the  judgment  of  it  originally;  *• 
that  it  was  done  faith  et  malitiosr,  and  to  his  it  is  iricidently  only  that  the  House  has  * p0"1 
damage.  And  this  may  serve  ft  demonstrate,  of  judging  ul  it,  and  that  too  according  to  tl 
that  the  proceeding  at  law  has  not  been  in  op-  rules  of  the  coinmon-law ; which  is  a ftrlbi 

Sosition,  but  in  conformity  to  your  judgment.' — demonstration,  that  it  is  u conitnon-law  right 
low  let  us  consider,  whether  the  bringing  of  for  it  would  be  absurd  to  say,  a man  has  a ngl 
this  action  is  a violation  of  your  privileges:  A by  one  law,  which  is  to  be  judged  by  the 
great  many  things  have  been  said  not  proper  of  another. — Then  wlmt  course  has  the  Pl*!l 
for  you  to  deliberate  upon;  one,  that  this  will  tiff  taken?  He  has  a right  by  the  common-!' 
encourage  a multitude  of  suits;  another,  that  to  chuse  burgesses  for  Ailesbury  : That  rig! 
, this  action  was  never  brought  before,  and  seve-  has  been  invaded,  and  he  bat  gone  to  there11 
ral  other  matters  which  go  to  the  question,  mon-law  for  redress,  and  from  no  oihrr  po** 
whether  the  action  will  lie.  Now  that  is  not  could  he  have  it;  for  tins  House,  dr  the  Com 
the  question  here;  hut  the  true  nnd  only  ques-  mittee  of  Elections,  cannot  give  n remedy." 
tion  before  you,  is,  whether  this  action  was  this  Case,  that  is,  cannot  make  the  peisun  in 
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Jared  reparation  for  the  damages  done  him,  by 
obstructing  him  in  the  exercise  of  his  privilege  : 
And  that  is  the  thing  the  learned  gentlemen, 
who  hare  spoke  in  this  debate,  have  passed  by: 
And  these  are  the  material  points:  That  this  is 
a right  at  common-law,  and  this  Hoase  cannot 
apply  a remedy. — But  it  has  been  said,  that 
the  House  will  examine,  net  only  on  behalf  of 
the  elected  person,  but  of  the  electors.  It*  is 
true,  but  iu  order  to  what?  To  see  whether  you 
hare  a right  member  here,  and  for  no  other 
end  ; for  1 challenge  any  gem  Ionian,  to  shew 
me  one  instance  of  n Single  man  who  came 
hither  and  complained,  that  he  had  a right  to 
vote,  and  was  hindered  from  voting,  and  made 
that  solely  to  be  the  offence  of  the  officer. 
Did  the  House,  or  would  the  House  receive 
such  a complaint?  Ancj  yet  he  may  go  with 
that  complaint  to  the  law:  For  whether  the 
person  be  would  vote  for  be  returned  or  nor, 
die  injury  is  the  hindering  him  from  enjoying 
hb  privilege*.  And  it  cannot  be  made  an  injury 
or  not  tn  injury,  by  matter  ex  post  facto  ; that 
»,  by  the  officers  returning,  or  not  returning 
the  candidates.  And  though  the  officer  should 
repent  him,  and  not  carry  his  injustice  so  far  as 
to  make  a false  return,  yet  it  is  of  use,  that  the 
hiw  will  a dress  the  wrong  done  to  the  Voter, 
and  thereby,  perhaps,  stop  the  first  steps 
or  approaches  towards  a false  return. — But 
if  I should  admit  the  House  would  receive 
the  single  Petition  of  a voter,  who  was  refused, 
and  when  the  person  he  would  have  voted  for 
• as  rtttmet),  yet  the  House  cannot  make  hitn 
reparation ; all  we  can  do,  is  to  censure  the 
oaicer,  but  we  cannot  make  the  person  com- 
plaining whole,  in  point  of  damages.  Indeed 
it  lias  been  said,  the  House  can  give  damages, 
and  there  was  an  instance  given  of  Mr. 
Ttnkred,  who  complained  against  a clergyman, 
*nd  the  House  ordered  Mr.  Tnnkred  to  pay  him 
coib  ; So  was  sir  George  Meggot  ordered  to 
F»y  Costs  to  the  member  be  causelessly  peti- 
tioned against,  • and  the  like  is  provided  for  at 
tie  beginning  of  every  session.  But  are  these 
Sitnoccs  of  any  Petitioner  repaired  in  damages 

* The  Case  of  sir  George  Meggot,  23  Nov. 

8 Willielmi  R. 

A Complaint  being  made  to  the  House,  that 
nr  George  Meggot  had  prosecuted  at  law  seve- 
ral persons,  for  what  they  had  testified  the  last 
Msuoa  at  the  committee  of  privileges  and  elec- 
twos,  upon  hearing  the  matter  touching  the 
dec;»oo  for  the  borough  of  Southwark  ; it  was 
nkmd  to  the  committee  of  privileges  tp  t.xa- 
•aoiethe  matter  of  the  said  complaint,  and  re- 
pert  their  opinion. 

4 Decemb.  8 Willielmi.  A report  was  made 
of  die  matter  of  fact,  and  that  the  committee 
fcid  come  to  this  resolution ; That  sir  George 
Metgot  having  prosecuted,  at  law,  Thomas 
Hm,  and  Joun  Ladd,  for  what  they  testified 
&ttbe  committee  of  privileges  and  elections  the 
jut  session,  upon  hearing  of  the  matter  touch- 
tbe  election  for  the  boroogh  of  Southwark, 
of  a breach  of  privilege, 
m,  ft. 
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f by  this  House  ? No,  these  are  instances  against 
Petitioners,  not  in  favour  of  them  ; nor  are  da- 
mages given  in  those  cases,  but, costs;  all  that 
is  provided  for,  is,  that  persons,  frivolously  com- 
plained against,- shall  not  be  out  of  pocket. 
And  by  a mean  you  Imre  a jurisdiction  in  point 
of  expence*,  but  not  in  point  of  damages  ; for 
you  may  order  the  wrong  doer  into  custody, 
and  mnke  his  payment  of  costs  to  the  injured 
person  the  price  of  his  liberty  ; but  there  is  no 
direct  remedy,  even  for  costs.  But  it  is  appre- 
hended, here  may  be  a clashing  of  jurisdictions, 
and  if  the  party  should  be  allowed  to  go  to 
law,  the  courts  of  law  may  be  of  one  opinion, 
and  this  House  of  another.  This  is  a supposi- 
tion the  law  docs  not  allow  of,  for  this  is  to 
suppose  courts  of  justice  will  not  do  right.  It 
will  be  allowed  to  me  that  your  determination 
will  always  be  just,  and  other  courts  the  law 
supposes  will  do  right  too,  and  then  they  will 
determine  as  you  ; and  your  determination, 
and  that  of  the  law,  as  1 said  betore,  has  been 
the  same  in  this  case.  But  then,  ns  the  suppo- 
sition of  law  is,  that  all  courts  will  do  rinht,  so 
human  frailty  supposes  there  may  be,  an  error 
in  Judgment : And  yet  courts  n\ust  have  juris- 
diction, or  else  there  can  he  no  administration 
of  justice  among  men,  since  there  is  no  judica- 
ture short  of  another  world,  that  can  pretend  to 
an  unerring  judgment.  And  now  I will  shew 
you  the  several  courts  have  different  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  same  fact,  and  the  law  allows  them, 
notwithstanding  ihore  may  be  diversity  of  judg- 
ments. The  court  of  Common-pleas  may  pu- 
nish a person  for  assaulting  an  officer  in  the 
execution  of  their  process,  as  a contempt  to 
that  court;  but  at  the  same  time,  for  the  soma 
matter,  the  offender  may  be  punished  in  the 
King*s-Bench,  ns  it  is  a breach  of  the  public 
peace;  and  the  officer  may,  if  he  pleases,  bring 
nis  action  in  the  court  of  Exchequer  for  the 
damage  done  him.  I would  observe  a little 
upon  the  cases  cited,  and  that  as  short  ns  pos- 
sible; The  first  is  that  of  Nevili  and  Strode:  I 
have  looked  into  the  Journal  of  1659,  and  the 
only  book  of  our  law,  where  that  case  is  re- 

The  House  then  agreed  with  the  committee, 
and  ordered  sir  George  Meggot  to  be  taken 
into  custody  of  the  Serjeant  at  Arms. 

The  Case  of  Mr.  Tnnkred,  20  Jaa.  9 'Wil- 
lielmi K. 

Mr.  Tank  red  complained  to  the  House  of  a 
breach  of  privilege  against  Mr.  Edward  Morris, 
minister  of  Aldborough,  in  the  county  of 
York  ; for  that  the  said  Morris  had  intercepted 
letters  of  Mr.  Tankrcd's  which  were  sent  by 
the  post. 

14  Feb.  10  Willielmi  R.  Mr.  Morris  attend- 
ing, was  brought  in,  and  the  House  having 
heard  him,  and  his  witness,  resolved,  that  there 
was  no  ground  of  complaint  of  breach  of  privi- 
lege, and  ordered  that  Mr.  Morris  should  be 
discharged  from  any  further  alteudauct*,  and 
that  lie  should  be  paid  the  charge  of  his  at- 
tendance by  Mr.  Tunkred. 

T 


1 


f75]  PAUL.  HISTORY,  $ An*e,  1704 

ported,  and  that  is  Syderfin's  second  Reports ; 
and  that  was  upon  wiits  issued  out  by  Crom- 
well, whereby  he  appointed  counties  to  chute 
differently,  some  three,  some  four,  some  five 
mi inters.  Mr.  Nevill  who  was  a member  of  the 
long  parliame  nt,  stood  lor  one  of  the  five  knights 
/or  the  county  of  Berks ; they  chose  him,  but 
he  was  not  relumed,  and  therefore  he  brought 
his  action  in  the'  Common-pleas:  The  action 
depended  there  some  lime,  and  thereupon  the 
justices  brought  the  record  into  this  House -for 
difficulty,  and  desired  the  House  would  come 
to  a determination  in  it,  (and  by  the  way,  there 
was  no  llpusc  of  Lords  in  being  at  that  time; 
for  it  was  in  the  time  of  the  long  parliament, 
who  bad  usurped  the  whole  legislative,  as 
well  as  the  executive  power:)  and  no  won- 
der the  judges-  complimented  them  with  the 
determination  of  that  qutstiou,  since  they  were 
their  creatures,  and  had  tneir  commissions  from 
tliepi.  Well,  but  the  record  being  brought 
in,  the  House  appointed  a day  to  consider 
of  the  matter,  and  when  they  saw  the  plaintiff 
had  proceeded  according  to  the  known  me- 
thods ol  law,  they  gave  no  judgment  iu  it, 
but  scut  it  back  to  Westuiinster-bull,  an<l  there 
it  was  argued,  but  never  adjudged.  Aud  that 
there  was  no  judgment  given,  is  easy  to  account 
for,  if  thej edges  thought  such  an  action  would 
lie ; for  at  (hat  time,  the  Long  Parliament  was 
Upon  the  point  of  bringing  iu  the  king,  and  re- 
storing the  laws:  And  if  they  had  given  judg- 
ment for  the  plaintiff,  they  had  given  a 
Sanction  to  the  highest  usurpation  of  the  Pro- 
tector, and  all  his  w ild  fancies  of  changing  the 
constitution  at  his  will  and  pleasure.  Aud  iu-« 
deed  the  plaintiff  had  disaffirmed  the  authority 
of  the  Long  Parliament,  which  he  had  with 
great  zeal  asserted,  and  of  which  he  was  himself 
a member.  But  if  the  judges  had  thought  such 
an  action  would  not  lie,  they  might,  without 
any  scruple,  have  given  judgment  for  the  de- 
fendant. Aud  this  seems  to  me  a strong  autho- 
rity that  Westminster-hall  thought  such  an  ac- 
tion would  lie  : As  it  is  very  remarkable,  tliat 
when  that  House  of  Commons  (as  they  called 
themselves)  had  usurped  the  exorbitant  power 
I mentioned  before,  they  did  not  proceed  to 
assume  the  jurisdiction  of  the  common  law.— 
The  next  case  is  that  ofSoameand  Barnaruiston, 
in  which  Westininster-hall  was  divided:  My 
bird  Hale  was  of  one  opinion,  and  ray  lord 
North  of  another,  and  there  were  six  and  six 
of  a side,  and  the  mutter  came  by  writ  of  error 
into  the  House  of  Lords,  and  a gentleman  said 
800/.  was  worth  contending  for.  But  I am  apt 
to  think  sir  Samuel  Barnardiston  did  not  hope 
to  recover  one  farthing  of  the  money,  for  Soaine 
was  dead,  and  I believe  without  assets  : For, 
in  all  the  proceedings  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
none  appeared  on  the  behalf  of  his  widow,  she 
had  no  council  there:  But  it  was  argued  against 
sir  Samuel  Barnardhton,  by  Mr.  Montague,  the 
late  Lord  Chief-Baron,  to  vindicate  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Exchequer-Chamber,  and 
judgment  was  given,  at  hath  been  said  in  the 
House  of  Lords. — But  what  happeued  next? 
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The  Commons  were  so  uneasy  under  that  judg- 
ment, and  the  injury  which  might  be  done  to 
the  people,  from  whom  they  derived  their  aa- 
tlionty,  by  double  or  false  returns,  that  the 
next  thing  was  the  interpositionof  the  legisla- 
ture to  apply  a remedy,  and  the  Lords  came 
into  it,  though  it  was  a great  discredit  to  the 
reversal  of  that  judgment ; for  the  act  of  the 
7th  of  the  late  king,  declares  false  returns  to 
be  against  law,  and  provides  an  action  shall  lie 
where  an  officer  makes  a return  falsely  and 
maliciously ; they  never  thought  it  aa  ensnaring 
thing,  but  knew  malice  might  be  tried  in  that 
as  well  as  many  other  cases  : And  I wonder 
to  hear  J'aUo  et  malitiosc  should  be  so  much 
words  of  course.  Men  are  tried  for  their  live* 
every  day  where  malice  is  the  main  point  in 
issue.  It  a man  does  without  any  provocation 
kill  another,  the  law  intends  malice,  and  ths$ 
is  murder : So  here,  if  an  officer  refusetb  the 
vote  of  one,  who  hath  a clear  and  indisputable 
right,  the  law  presumes  it  done  malicious- 
ly; but  if  the  officer  refuses  a man's  vote, 
aud  there  is  any  probable  cause,  or  colour  to 
do  it,  6r  his  right  of  voting  is  doubtful,  the 
judge  will  tell  the  jury  they  ought  to  hud  foe 
the  defendant ; and  therefore  it  is  only  io  a 
plain  and  glaring  case,  that  u man  can  prevail 
in  such  an  action;  and  this  by  the  way,  is  an  an- 
swer to  that  objection,  that  such  actions  as 
these  will  bring  all  your  elections  to  be  deter- 
mined by  the  Lords;  since  an  officer  can  never 
he  found  guilty  by  a jury  upon  this  action, 
where  there  is  a controversy  or  dispute,  much 
less  cau  the  Lords  try  or  determine  any  thing 
of  the  right. — There  is  another  case,  and  that 
is  the  case  of  Mr.  Onslow  against  the  bailiff  of 
Husk  mere  ; that  judgment  was  against  tho 
action ; and  was  given  by  my  Lord  Chief- Jus  tic* 
North,  and  the  rest  of  the  judges  of  the  Com- 
mon-pleas, upon  the  authority  of  the  judgment 
in  die  case  of  Soame  and  Barnnrdiston,in  the  Ei- 
chequen-Chamber : and  no  wonder;  they  would 
not  give  a judgment  contrary  to  what  some  of 
themselves  had  given  in  another  place. — Sir, 
this  quest  ion  hath  been  before  this  I louse  not-loog 
since,  Whether  a candidate  should  be  hindered 
from  proceeding  upon  an  action  at  law , before 
he  had  come  to  this  House  for  their  determina- 
tion, wbetlier  he  wes  chosen  or  no?  And  Uus 
House,  upon  a solemn  debate,  adjudged  that 
lie  might  go  to  law  before  he  had  corae  hither ; 
and  I de»ire  your  clerk  may  read  a word  of 
two  iu  your  Journal,  it  is  Monday,  March  13, 
1698." 

Clerk , reads,  [The  House  being  acquainted, 

1 that  John  Bullcr,  esq..;  who  was  candidate  at 

* the  election  for  choice  of  members  to  serve 

* in  this  present  parliament,  for  the  bo* 

‘ rough  of  Loscard,  in  the  county  of  Cornwall, 

* hath  brought  an  actiou  upon  the  statute 

* made  iu  the  7th  year  of  his  majesty’s  r*ig°\ 

‘ against  Mr.  Richard  Roberts,  mayor  ol 

* the  said  borough,  for  the  sum  of  5 OOl.  sot 
1 making  a fulse  return  of  William  Bridges,  tsq- » 

‘ although  the  saul  Mr.  Bullcr  never  petitions 
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• gainst,  or  questioned  the  said  return  in  this 
4 House,  and  a debate  arising  thereupon,  re- 

* solved  that  the  debate  be  adjourned  until 
' Wednesday  morning  next.*] 

$ir  Joseph  Jckyll.  Now  I desire  you  to  look 
upon  Wednesday  the  15th  day  of  March,  when 
ti_r  debate  was  resumed. 

Clerk  reads.  [4  This  was  the  15th  day  of 
4 .March.  The  nouse  resumed  the  adjourned 
‘(Hate  relating  to  Mr.  Buller;  and  after  a 
‘long debate,  the  same  fell,  without  any  thing 
4 done  thereupon/] 

Members.  Well,  what  then  ? 

Sit  Joseph  Jckyll. — 44 1 take  this  to  he  a plain 
Kitbonty,  that  will  govern  the  case  before  you : 
fer  if  it  was  not  reasonable  to  restrain  a man 
from  proceeding  at  law  upon  the  statute,  before 
lie  had  come  hither  for  a determination,  when 
*«ras  to  controvert  the  very  election,  which 
undoubtedly  proper  for  the  judicature  of 
the  House;  much  less  will  it  be  reasonable  to 
restrain  a proceeding  at  law,  which  is  not  to 
tthtromt  the  election,  and  upon  a case  not 
proper  for  the  judicature  of  the  house;  and  the 
Awe  d ung  nothing  upon  that  complaint,  is  a 
declaration,  that  the  House  could  not  justly  do 
My  thing  upon  it.  For  if  a man  makes  a mo- 
tjocin  any  other  court,  and  the  court  declares 
they  will  do  nothing  upon  it,  I desire  to  know 
whether  that  be  not  a declaration  of  that  court, 
th&t  die  motion  is  unreasonable,  and  it  is  all  the  ’ 
jfdjment  the  court  gives  in  such  a case.  And 
1 hid  the  houour  to  sit  in  parliament  when  that  \ 
ttouon  was  made,  and  very  much  pressed ; and 
that  have  spoke  in  this  debate,  were  then 
of  aa  opinion  contrary  to  what  they  are  now, 
**d  were  not  for  stopping  the  cour»e  of  law. — 

I apprehend  the  action  is  well  founded  in 
th»  case ; this  man  liad  a right  to  vote,  lie  had 
ta  mjary  done  him  in  respect  to  that  right,  he 
kdi  woght  to  be  repaired  in  a proper  way,  and 
h*  coaid  not  be  repaired  in  any  other  : 1 am 
doing  nothing  to  his  prejudice,  and  tbere- 
f*e  sin  against  your  question." 

The  Speaker  (Mr.  Harley.) — 44  Sir,  I shall 
fcHle  you  but  with  a few  words  after  this  long 
bibite;  and  either  to  understand  the  terms  you 
*re  debating  on,  than  to  think  any  thing  I can 
^ to  be  of  aiiy  great  weight,  ^ut  I take  the 
yitttiaa  not  to  be  as  some  have  represented  it, 
wit  to  be  singly  this  in  general,  whether  an  action 
does  be  at  common  law  in  the  case  before  you  ? 
*-Tbere  is  no  need  to  mention  the  particular 
'•joim^ances  of  Aylesbury  election;  for  if  that 
**  die  single  case,  you  might  have  taken  ftno- 
tffcr method.  1 will  not  insist,  that  in  this  very 
a great  number  of  those  inhabitants 
Phoned  this  House  upon  this  point,  that  their 
^tes  were  denied  ? And  after  tins  petition  hod 
r*  10 /be  House  some  time,  it  was  withdrawn 
^tbwr  own  consent;  I do  not  trouble  myself 
*fcttUr  this  particular  man  was  amongst  them, 
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nor  will  I trouble  you  with  what  mny  rensbu- 
ably  he  urged  from  this;  but  leave  that  to  other 
gentlemen. — But  I desire  we  may  understand 
the  terms  upon  which  we  are  debating;  w# 
have  had  maxims  of  the  common  law,  and  the 
rights  of  parliament  mentioned.  The  common 
law  is  the  common  usage  of  the  realm  ; I lake 
the  laws  of  parliament  to  be  the  common  law  of 
the  land,  and  the  usage  of  parliament  to  be  the 
law  of  parliament ; and  the  law  of  parliament  is 
to  he  known  by  usage,  as  the  common  law  is.— 
Then  how  shall  we  know  whether  this  belongs  to 
the  common  law  ? If  there  be  any  other  way,  t 
should  heglud  to  be  informed;  but  I think  there 
is  no  other  way  of  knowing,  whether  an  action 
will  lie  at  common  law,  but  by  reason  or  usage, 
and  precedents.  Now,  if  by  reason;  it  is  to  be 
made  out  by  what  necessarily  attends  this  case, 
or  some  other  cases  like  it.  And  pray  what  do 
they  offer,  that  it  lies  at  common  law  ? do  they 
give  you  any  precedent  ? what  reason  do  they 
offer?  I suppose  that  which  was  read  last  is  no 
precedent  in  this  case ; for  that  was  an  action 
upon  the  statute;  or  that  the  courts  below  take 
upon  them  a legislature  instead  of  a judicature, 
which  must  be,  if  there  be  no  rule  for  them  to 
go  by.  I take  the  question  you  have  read,  to 
consist  of  two  parts  ; one  asserting  your  own 
right,  the  other  is  negative,  that  no  other  courts 
have  any  right,  but  in  cases  particularly  directed 
by  the  statute. — I cannot  think  this  of  elector^ 
and  elected  a privilege,  f take  it  to  be  a service 
both  in  the  electors  and  elected  ; and  formerly 
it  was  reckoned  a hard  service ; I knuw  not 
how  i hey  find  it  now.  It  is  a service,  I take  it, 
because  all  who  arc  electors  are  liable  to  pay 
the  wages,  and  I take  that  to  be  a burden  : and 
not  only  from  that,  but  the  very  towns  that 
were  boroughs,  and  eheted  when  one  paid  fif- 
teenths, the  other  paid  tenths  ; so  that  I laCe  it 
to  he*  a service : and  if  a franchise,  see  the  con- 
sequence, it  will  be  in  the  power  of  the  crown 
to  create  as  many  boroughs  as  they  please. — 
Then  consider,  this  House  is  in  possession  of  tfiif 
power,  as  of  right,  and  I do  not  find  the  com- 
mon law  in  possession  of  any  such  right.  Then 
what  do  they  offer  to  bring  it  in,  but  that  there 
would  be  some  failure  of  justice?  now  I took  it* 
that  the  Judges  are  jus  di cere,  and  notyiri  dare  : 
if  any  thing  want  a provision  to  be  made  for  it, 
it  inu9t  be  done  by  ihe  legislative  power;  and 
if  the  electors  want  it,  provision  mutt  be  made 
for  them,  that  they  slum  have  au  action.  And 
those  gentlemen,  who  think  that  necessary,  mny 
bring  in  a bill  .to  that  purpose,  and  take  the 
sense  of  the  le  gislature  upon  it  in  a regular  way. 
— The  questiou  before  you  now  is,  Whether  the 
examination,  hearing,  and  determination  of  all 
matters  relating  to  elections,  where  some  sta- 
tutes have  not  particularly  directed  otherwise, 
do  not  belong  to  this  House?  There  was  a fa- 
mous ease  of  Goodwin,  that  was  contested  by 
the  crown,  and  the  crown  pretended  to  send 
out  another  writ.  And  there  they  sny,  that  as 
to  members  of  parliament,  their  attendance, 
£<rc.  they  are  the  sole  judge:  and  this  they  laid 
before  king  James  in  the  tint  yetr  of  his  reign. 
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and  claim  it  as  their  sole  right,  and  the  king’s 
second  writ  was  determined  to  be  void. — ( 
Rut  a gentleman  makes  an  argument,  if  one  j 
should  strike  another  in  the  House,  what  reme- 
dy ? Why  there  is  a act  made  for  that  case  in 
Henry  thp  6tb*s  time.  I think  now  the  matter 
will  turn  upon  this  : Say  they,  it  is  true  you 
can  try  elections,  and  who  are  the  electors  ; 
but  here  is  one  thing  remains,  that  is,  to  give 
satisfaction.  Have  they  any  precedents  for 
this  ? 1 believe  the  precedents  are  without ; 

they  have  a power  for  what  is  necessary ; 
nothin'!  less  than  a law  can  give  the  other. — 
Gentlemen  say,  l here  maybe  a difference  in 
judgment  in  courts  below,  but  they  are  subor- 
dinate, and  there  lies  an  appeal : But  in  this 
Case;  all  courts  will  be  co-ordinate  with  you; 
and  therefore  if  that  be  a grievance,  nay  a so- 
lecism in  government,  prevent  it  now. — It  is 
said,  what  will  your  vote  do  ? That  is  pretry 
odd  : If  they  w ould  have  an  act  of  parliament, 
your  vote  must  be  the  ground  of  it. — You  are 
judges  of  the  whole;  hut  soy  some,  you  can- 
not  give  the  pecuniary  satisfaction.  Well,  sup- 
pose so ; but  you  can  restore  all  to  their  right. 
But  let  me  say  this,  if  you  would  not  set  up  a 
co-ordinate  power  with  you  in  matters  of  elec- 
tions, and  w hich  will  he  too  hard  for  you  at  last, 

I hope  it  will  he  a warning  to  you,  to  take 
more  care  in  the  judging  of  your  elections  for 
the  tune  to  come. — It  (lie  judgment  belongs  to 
you,  and  you  are  po^sts-od  of  it  for  so  long  a 
tract  of  tune,  that  nobody  can  offer  anything 
against  it  since  Hen.  4’s  time  ; till  gentlemen 
shew  me  some  reason,  why  the  common  law 
should  lay  hold  of  it,  I must  he  of  opmion, 
that 'it  docs  hi  long  to  you, and  no  Court  can 
take  cognizance  of  it  but  you,  except  where  it 
is  otherwise  provided  for  by  statute.” 

Sir  Thomas  Meres.  u Sir,  I shall  not  enter 
into  u div  ourae,  and  repeat  what  I rememberof 
form*  r times  : I will  say  but  thri,  let  others  an- 
swer it  better  if  they  can.  As  to  the  words 
fofso  ft  mulitiosf , it  seems  one  Chief-Justice 
said,  they  were  words  of  importance,  and 
must  be  provid  ; another  Chief  Justice  said, 
they  were  only  words  of  course,  that  is,  like 
pepper  and  vinegar  to  a »iiee  of  roast  beef:  So 
there  is  one  Chief  Justice,  that  spoke  last  but 
one,  against  another. — As  to  making  satisfac- 
tion, I confess,  I like  very  well  what  that  gen- 
tleman said  on  the  right  hand,  if  there  was 
any  precedent  for  it,  I agree  it  would  do  very 
well,  that  this  House  would  give  damages,  and 
we  will  make  ihe  best  of  it ; hut  most  of  these 
things  have  spite  in  them,  and  these  actions 
are  brought  with  spite.  Now  this  we  can  do, 
we  can  puuiah  the  oflicer,  and  there  is  revenge 
in  that;  and  that  is  a sweet  bit,  ami  some  sa- 
tisfaction. What  further  occurs  to  me,  hath 
bee n spoken  by  other  gentlemen,  heller  than  I 
can  do  it  : aud  I sliali  not  repeat,  it  being  so 
late  in  the  night.” 

Mr.  Cozrper,  (afterwards  earl  Cowper).  **  I 
peifectly  agree  with  that  honourable  and  learned 


gentleman  that  spoke  last  but  one  in  this  dehair, 
in  what  he  laid  down  as  an  undoubted  intiinn 
or  ground  work  for  the  opinion  he  delivered, 
that  the  law  and  custom  of  parliament  is  part 
of  the  law  of  the  land,  and  as  such  ought  to 
be  taken  notice  of  by  all  persons.  And  1 think 
it  is  the  exact  standard  by  which  we  ought  to 
walk  ; and  the  deduction  of  my  poor  judg- 
ment is  apt  to  make  from  that  principle  is  litis, 
that  we  ought  uot,  out  of  2eal  to  our  own  ju- 
risdiction, to  go  one  step  farther  than  that 
known  law  and  custom  of  parliament  will  war- 
rant us  to  do. — Now  I take  it  upon  this  debate, 
that  this  law  and  cu  tom  of  parliament  doth 
not  give  the  subject,  who  is  injured  by  his  vote 
being  denied  liim,  tiny  satisfaction,  or  recom- 
pence-for  that  damage:  And  am  the  rather 
confirmed  in  that  opinion,  because  that  very 
learned  and  honourable  gentleman,  who  « 
particularly  knowing  in  the  laws  end  prece- 
dents of  parliament,  has  not  pleased  to  repre- 
sent to  you  any  one  precedent,  where  thesub- 
ject  so  injured  hath  complained  to  the  parlia- 
ment, and  had  redress  in  that  particular;  but 
all  petitions  have  been  either  from  the  candi- 
dates, or  electors,  complaining  of  an  undue  re- 
turn. So  that  it  cannot  be  shewed,  that  u haib 
been  the  law  aud  custom  of  parliament  to 
give  that  remedy,  or  relief  in  parliament,  which 
is  the  subject-matter,  or  end  of  the  action  now 
in  question. — 1 go  likewise  along  with  him,  und 
every  gentleman  that  hath  spoke  in  tins  debate, 
that  by  the  law  and  custom  of  parliament, 
none  but  yourselves  can  determine  w ho  are 
rightly  elected,  in  order  to  displace,  or  place 
them  here ; and,  incident  to  that  end,  you 
have  the  sole  tight  of  considering  the  n*:ht  ot 
electors ; I say  so  far  forth,  as  it  is  necessarily 
incident  to  deteimine,  who  shall,  and  who 
shall  not  sit  here  ; and  no  other  Court  can  con- 
sider the  right  of  the  electors,  in  order  to  de- 
termine the  right  of  any  to  sit  iii  this  place, 
further  than  you,  by  some  act  of  parliament, 
hayt  given  them  leave.  But  this  matter  bar  mg 
now  been  disputed  a great  while,  you  have  had 
it  fully  represented  to  you,  how  they  came  to 
hold  the  scales  in  this  action  in  Westminster- 
hall,  not  as  in  a Case  where  the  right  of  elec- 
tion, or  the  privileges  of  this  House  was  the 
subject  matter  of  the  question  : The  action 
was  brought  there  only  to  entitle  lire  injured 
subject  to  damages.  And  this  matter  ought  to 
he  considered,  as  it  relates  to  different  ends  and 
purposes,  and  upon  that  itturned  in  the  Cafe  of 
Swrnic,  and  Barnardistcn.  They  w ho  thought 
that  action  In}*,  thought  courts  below  might  try 
the  merits  of  an  election  to  repair  damages,  not 
to  determine  who  should  he  admitted  to  sit  w 
parliament. — And  I w ill  venture  to  say,  that  the 
Judgment  of  the  House  of  Lords  that  confirmed 
that  reversal,  was  in  no  wise,  at  that  time, satis- 
factory to  the  Commons  of  England. — But  the 
act  of  parliament  that  hath  been  mentioned,  *•§ 
built  upon  this,  that  the  reversal  of  the  judg- 
ment between  Barnardislon  and  Soume  w*5 
not  right,  and  so  that  act  was  procured  to  tft 
up  ihe  right  of  the  Commons  of  England,  that 
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ns  thought  to  be  invaded  by  that  reversal,  or 
judgment,  that  the  action  upon  the  case  did 
not  lie.— 1 will  go  a step  farther,  thnt  as  you 
hare  the  sole  power  to  try  the  right  of  election, 
uid  consider  tlie  right  of  the  electors,  to  the 
end  1 mentioned,  to  determine  who  shall  be 
admitted  here  ; so  1 grant  it  hath  been  the  law 
ted  custom  of  parliament,  (how  ancient  I will 
uot  enquire)  to  punish  the  offenders,  particu- 
larly the  officer  and  magistrate  presiding  at  the 
eifettoo,  for  doing  any  wrong,  or  injury  in  his 
office  oil  that  occasion,  in  order  to  make  him  an 
maple ; or  as  an  offender  against  the  public, 
and  :be  constitution  of  parliament:  s6  far  I 
{rant  you  have  just  right  to  go,  and  no  body 
wgbt  to  interfere  with  you. — But  now  •••«  are 
carrying  the  matter  yet  further : the  question 
now  a not,  Whether  we  have  the  sole  right  to 
ponidl  the  officer  as  a public  offender  ; this  ac- 
tion ts  nut  brought  to  that  end,  nor  is  there  a 
*srd  in  the  declaration  who  was,  or  who  was 
Dot  duly  elected,  or  that  the  constitution  or 
pnvdet e of  parliament  was  violated.  But  the 
plaintiff  only  says  he  had  a right  to  vote,  and 
that  he  was  injuriously  denied  it  (whether  the 
fltttor  wrong  member  was  returned,  he  med- 
dle not  with  it)  and  he  submits  it  to  the  court 
acd  to  the  law,  Whether  he  ought  not  to  have 
damages  for  that  wrong?  And  the  question 
now  is,  whether  that  demand  of  damages  was 
sm  well  founded  ? Or  whether  there  is  any 
thmg  in  this,  contrary  to  the  law  and  constitu- 
te of  parliament  * Law  depending  on  custom, 
ctuamly  consists  not  in,  and  is  not  to  be  made 
by  one  act,  but  by  often  re-iterated  acts: 
wd  th-it  must  be  very  far  from  the  law  and 
cmtooi  of  parliament,  which  is  so  far  from 
trio*  a frequent  repetition  of  acts,  or  prece- 
dents, that  in  this  case,  there  is  not  one  in- 
iUnee,  where  an  elector  hath  brought  his  pe- 
Utirra,  without  regard  to  the  return  made,  and 
'-wed  his  particular  right  to  vote  might  he 
taed  and  asserted,  he  having  been  obstructed 
injured  in  eiving  his  vote:  nor  was  ever 
toch  elector  repaired  in  damages  here,  nor  ever 
b*d  b»  particular  right  to  vote  resolved,  or  a1- 
*fted  by  any  judgment,  or  declaration  of  tins 
H me. — The  learned  and  honourable  person, 
upon  whose  reasoning  I am  humbly  offering 
:8t thoughts,  with  great  deference,  was  pleased 
to  instance  in  the  case  of  five  persons,  in  the 
town  of  Aylesbury,  who  exhibited  a petition, 
complained  of  an  injury  done  them  at  an 
flection  for  that  town,  at  which  their  votes 
refused.  And  if  they  complained  of  no- 
Uiin?  farther,  and  did  not  conclude  to  the  right 
fcf  the  return,  and  complain,  that  they  were 
t‘»daly  represented,  I admit  it  had  been  so  far 
instance  to  his  purpose.  But  if  they  had  so 
twnplamed  ouly  of  the  injury  done  the  peti- 
toam  in  denying  their  votes  : ytl  he  is  pleased 
to  tell  you,  this  petition  was  withdrawn,  and 
by  the  consent  of  the  persons  who  presented 
so  came  to  nothing.  1 suppose  this  is 
the  tingle  precedent  to  prove  the  law  and  cus- 
of  parliament,  because  there  is  no  other 
e given.  It  does  not  appear  upou  what 


ground  or' reasons  it  was  withdrawn;  and  I 
having  no  particular  memory  of  that  passage  : 
you  will  pardon  me,  if  I am  mistaken  in  my 
conjecture.  I believe  no  man,  that  seeks  a 
remedy,  would  desist,  if  he  expected  to  suc- 
ceed ; so  I take  the  most  probable  reason, .till 
another  appear,  to  be,  that  they  were  hope- 
less of  doing  any  good  with  it : and  one  peti- 
tion not  prosecuted,  will  hardly  shew,  that  par- 
liaments use  to  give  redress  in  such  cases.  Now, 
if  that  precedent  had  been  successful,  if  the 
petition  had  been  referred  to  a committee,  if 
damages  had  been  given  upon  the  complaint, 
and  a declarative  vote  had  passed  to  assert  the 
peiitioners  right,  (hut  I did  not  observe  there 
were  any  such  proceedings;)  then,  indeed,  I must 
admit,  that  it  was  one  precedent  in  point,  and 
a very  material  one ; and  it  would  have  proved, 
that  we  had  once  held  plea  of  this  matter,  and 
by  consequence,  if  we  had  often  done  so,  that 
no  body  else  had  to  do  with  it.  But  if  that 
precedent  be  defective,  and  none  can  shew, 
that  ever  any  petition  was  exhibited  by  any 
elector,  for  a personal  injury  done  him  in  re- 
jecting his  vote,  though  the  person  he  would 
have  voted  for  was  returned,  this  nction  may 
lie  tor  such  an  injury  done  to  an  elector,  with- 
out interfering  with  anv  law,  or  usage  of  parlia- 
ment, that  hath  yet  been  made  evident;  and 
thnt  brings  me  to  another  matter  of  that  ho- 
nourable person’s  discourse,  and  I acknow- 
ledge lie  entered  into  it  with  a great  deal  of 
candour  and  fairness. — He  was  pleaded  to  say, 
he  thought  it  was  admitted  in  this  debate,  tl.at 
the  like  action  is  not  to  be  found  in  all  the 
reports  or  books  of  law.  1 would  allow  his 
objection  its  due  weight,  and  admit  what  I 
take  his  meaning  to  be,  thnt  this  action,  in  the 
particular  species  of  it,  may  be  new,  though 
it  is  old  in  its  geuus,  or  the  principal  materials 
on  which  it  i>  built;  and  I take  it  if  by  the 
general  rule,  or  reason  of  law  tor  su<  h an  action, 
it  be  warranted,  this  action,  as  a thousand  other 
actions  on  the  case  may,  w ill  lie,  though  in  all 
the  parts  it  is  not  to  be  exactly  paralleled  ; for 
it  the  very  nature  of,  and  implied  in  the 
uame  of  an  action  upon  the  case,  that  every 
man  may  maintain  it  on  his  particular  case,  pro- 
vided it  cairv  in  it  the  general  reason,  or  ingre- 
dients requited  by  law  to  support  such  all  nc- 
tion, though,  iu  many  circumstances,  it  may  he 
perfectly  new.  I srethnt  honourable  person 
understands  clearly  the  necessary  incidents  of 
that  action  ; that  is,  there  are  to  be  damnum  eC 
injuria , which  l take  to  mean  a damage  to  the 
subject,  not  arising  from  a lawful,  but,  which 
is  the  consequence,  of  an  unlawful  act.  Now, 
says  lie,  first  lure  is  no  damage,  because  an- 
ciently the  attendance  was  thought  a service 
and  a burden,  and  the  right  of  electing  was  a 
service  too,  and  in  being  deprived  of  a service, 
there  ran  be  no  damage ; and  therefore  one  of 
the  main  ingredients  of  an  action  of  the  case 
is  wanting.  This  is  clear  reasoning,  and  ei- 
ther to  be  answered  or  submitted  to.— It  is 
said,  the  right  of  electing  was  a service,  hovr 
true,  I doubt  upon  tlie  reason  of  the  thing: 
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A service  was  often  a part  of  the  tenure,  by  brings  it  properly  under  our  consideration  ; yet 
which  a man  held  his  land  till  it  came  up  to  the  I fear  we  are  taking  from  the  subject,  in  effect, 
crown  ; and  the  service  was  originally  created  what  the  law  hath  adjudged  his  right,  and  re- 
by  grant  and  reservation.  Now,  can  any  one  versing  a legal  Judgment  given  iti  the  subject*! 
imagine,  that  where  one  holds  a small  freehold,  favour.  There  are  other  arguments  flung  in,  to 
any  such  tenure  was  created  between  him  and  make  up  the  weight  only,  as  that  which  com* 
his  immediate  Lord,  originally  by  reservation,  paies  the  present  to  the  case  of  a dove-bouse ; 
as  that  he  should  vote  to  send  members  to  par-  in  which  case,  in  regard  of  the  multitude  of 
liament  ? — But  if  it  might  he  considered  as  a actions  that  would  follow,  an  action  will  nut 
service  so  created,  it  will  not  do  the  business  of  lie  for  every  one  that  is  injured  by  ibe  erect  me 
the  argument,  uuless  you  consider  it  also  as  a of  it.  It  is  true,  where  a multitude  are  injured 
service  of  burthen,  without  advantage  or  pri-  by  one  and  the  same  fact,  it  shall  not  t>e  pri- 
vilege ; for  if  it  be  a privilege  too,  (though  msbed  by  a multitude  of  actions;  but  the  public 
in  its  creation  it  might  be  a service)  then  is  to  take  care  of  it,  because  the  injury  is  of  a 
the  depriving  a man  of  it  is  an  injury.  Now  public  nature  ; but  by  the  same  staudard  sod 
no  body  cun  think  but  that  the  right  to  known  laws  of  England,  if  one  man  is  so  rash  as 
elect  a parliament-man,  which  is  a distin-  to  commit  a multitude  of  injuries,  winch  severally 
guishing  character  from  the  vulgar,  and  hath  affect  several  person?,  it  was  never  said,  that  he 
its  weight  in  the  legislature,  is  a privilege  ; aud  became  unpunishable  by  the  multitude  of  hu 
therefore  to  be  deprived  of  ir,  is  to  be  deprived  offeuces,  but  every  one  injured  has  his  action 
not  only  of  a service  and  burdeu,  but  of  a very  against  him.  I have  heard  it  said,  dfft'mhl 
valuable  privilege;  and  I believe  any  English-  tiutnerus,  but  that  is  spoken  as  to  the  number 
man  would  think  we  dealt  hardly  by  him,  to  of  offenders,  not  the  numl»er  of  offences  cura- 
deprive  him  of  it,  though  we  should  tell  him  mitted  by  the  same  man.  And  these  i..juries 
at  the  same  time,  we  deprived  him  only  of  a which  consist  in  denying  the  subject  to  vote, 
service  and  burden,  and  not  of  a valuable  pri-  when  of  right  be  ought,  will  not  be  multiplied 
vilege. — There  is  another  thing  occurs  on  this  (as  is  objected)  by  letting  the  subject  know, 
bead:  YVe  have  been  so  far  from  thinking  the  that  as  they  may  come  into  parliament  to  pu- 
being  elected,  a service  or  burden  only,  that,  in  ni*b  the  officer,  as  a public  offender ■ pguimt  die 
the  nature  x>f  a repeal  of  those  judgment  of  constitution  ; so  the  particular,  person  iijurtii 
Soatne  and  Barnardiston,  by  a positive  law,  we  by  being  denied  his  vote,  may  aUo  have  an  ac- 
have  given  the  elected  double  damages  if  he  be  tion  for  the  private  and  particular  injury  done 
deprived  of  that  service.  Therefore,  by  our  to  him  only. — I would  metinoa  one  thing  mure: 
own  notion,  and  in  our  case,  it  is  a privilege  that  they  who  have  spoke  for  the  ether  opinion, 
ought  to  be  recompensed  even  with  double  da-  seem  to  take  it  tncdgf^ntcd,  (which  I do  not 
mages,  that  is  to  say,  when  it  concerns  our-  take  to  be  a t<p8^vay  of  reasoning)  that  be- 
aches. And  shat!  we  declare  it  a mere  ser-  cause,  in  determining  who  liave  aright  tout 
vice  in  the  case  of  our  electors,  not  to  be  re-  here,  we  do  inVidently,  and  only  can,  in  order 
compensed  even  by  single  damages  and  that  to  that  pnd.  determine  who  liave  a ri-kt  to 
after  the  undoubted  methods  of  theconimnn daw  vote:  therefore  no  other  judicature  can  try  tl* 
have  adjudged  it  their  due  ; for  I do  not  find  same  matter  or  right  to  vote,  UrongUJt  be  to 
any  body  doubt?,  whether  this  man  has  pro-  different  ends  ».♦(}  purposes. — <i«ow  if  you 
ceedcd  in  the  legal  method  throughout,  even  in  consider  the  differebt  j*risdictioi*>.in  the  c®0* 
the  last  resort?  The  Lords  have  not  judged  the  stitution  of  this  kingdom,  there  is  nothing  mote 
fact ; they  are  bound  as  to  the  fact  by  the  vc  r-  common,  and  many  instances  may  be  gh*n  01 
diet,  and  they  are  unquestionably  the  judges  of  it.  There  are  variety  of  jurisdictions  dial  try 
the  law  on  a Writ  of  Error.  And  therefore,  as  the  same  fact,  and  yet  each  Imih  a sole  *nd 
to  what  has  been  said  that  any  fact  of  an  elec-  j separate  jurisdiction  in  that  mutter,  to  dit- 
tion  might  come  to  he  determined  before  the 
Lords,  it  is  a great  mistake,  for  they  judge 
purely  of  the  law  on  Writs  of  Error,  as  every 
one  knows,  that  knows  any  tiling  of  our  con- 
stitution. Give  me  leave  to  say,  we,  upon  this 
occasion,  judge  of  this  matter  only  as  a matter 
of  law,  which  may  affect  our  privileges,  and, 
though  we  have  authority  to  consider  what  is 
law,  as  it  relates  to,  or  may  intrench  upon  our 
privileges,  no  body  that  sits  here  can  think 
that  there  lies  an  appeal  in  this  place,  or  a se- 
cond consideration  ol  this  matter  after  the  Lords* 

Judgment,  as  it  is  a point  of  law  only,  and  as  it 
regards  the  right  of  the  subject.  So  that  an 
objection  in  point  of  law  here,  to  the  Judgment 
of  the  Lords,  will  not  hold  otherwise  than  as  it 
relates  to  our  own  privileges;  for  nobody  will 
say,  that  we  are  the  dernier  resort  in  any  oilier 
respect.  Aud  though  that  is  the  only  point  that 


ferent  ends ; and  these  jurisdictions  arc  mm 
that  respect,  subordinate  to  another : take  ibe 
spiritual  and  temporal  ; the  spiritual  » not 
subordinate,  but  only  restrainable  by  the  tem- 
poral, where  they  intrench  upon  the  tempt*"* 
as  in  the  common  instance  of  matrimony* 
which,  directly,  and  abstracted  from 
purposes,  is  triable  in  the  spiritual  court,  an 
uo  where  else.  But,  yet,  if  that  comes  to  be 
a question  of  fact  in  relation  to  a title  at  w** 
or  to  make  out  a descent.  Why  the  temporal 
courts  every  day  try  it,  though  per  sey  and  tak«a 
by  itself,  it  belongs  to  the  jurisdiction  of* 
spiritual  court ; and  yet  tliese  courts  are  not, 
in  that  respect,  subordinate  one  to  another.-- 
So,  in  the  case  touched  upon,  of  a battery,  rtl’ 
not  triable  in  the  Common-pleas,  as  )*  ,s  * 
offence  against  the  public  pence,  by  indictm^* 
in  ord«i>  ta  a fine,  hat  triable  id  Uwm  cum11 
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«ly  that  hare  a criminal  jurisdiction  ; but  as  it 
a a private  injury,  and  iu  order  to  recompense 
the  injured  iu  damages,  that  is  triable  in  the 
cnuitotX'ommou-pleus,  and  oilier  plairc*  which 
have  cognizance  of  civil  actions  only  ; and  this 
h cot  ui  respect  that  one  court  is  subordinate 
to  the  other,  but  one  holds  plea  of  the  same 
fid,  in  order  to  one  end;  and  the  other 
is  order  to  another  end;  and  there  is  no 
dubiog  of  jurisdictions  in  such  cases. — For 
•hat  hath  been  objected,  that  this  may  create 
variety  of  judgments  concerning  the  same 
ngbt:  this  does  not  weigh,  it  seems,  in  our 
o*o  cases  ; for  we  may  bring  our  actions  for 
dvable  damages  for  a false  return,  and  yet 
tfw  may  produce  the  same  variety  of  judg- 
ments. So  was  the  opinion  of  the  House  in 
dr  case  cited  behind  me  ; and  the  law  is 
pUm.  that  though  the  last  determination  of 
»b.i  House,  where  there  hath  been  any,  6hnll 
(kfenuioe  the  right  of  election,  and  there  the 
ji'ifes  and  jury  shall  be  bound  by  the  last 
d^'ermination,  and  to  act  by  the  same  rule ; 
jet,ia  towns  w here  there  has  been  no  dispute 
« 'the  right  settled  here  one  way  or  other,  the 
c&arihiate  may,  notwithstanding,  bring  his 
action,  and  be,  or  the  people  of  the  place,  may 
•Iw  petition  the  House  of  Commons.  And 
taro  there  is  the  same  objection  ; for  there 
Nay  be  variety  of  judgments  touching  the 
rght  of  election,  one  in  the  House  of  Commons 
I'd  another  in  tlie  courts  below.  And  upon 
dr  trial,  in  order  to  obtain  damages,  a jury, 
i*»ch  cases,  where  the  right  had  never  been 
wtbd  in  parliament  before  the  election  in 
qafltian,  are  not  directed  by  the  judgment  of 
y*r House,  on  the  same  disputed  election: 
»®r « any  jury  bound  to  follow  such  judgment; 
aad  if  you  will  go  upon  a supposition  that  a 
jisdy  and  jury  may  go  contrary  to  law  and 
^ht,  or  the  determinations  of  the  House,  in 
d*  case  before  you,  it  is  an  objection  which 
y*  have  overlooked  in  your  own  cases  ; and 
’^Ttfore  why  should  it  be  an  objection  to 
totwbr  the  person  whom  you  represent  of  his 
rcmedj  for  die  injury  done  him  ? — Upon  the 
•bole,  I am  for  so  much  of  your  question  as 
wrres  only  to  declare,  that  you  have  the  sole 
H*er  of  determining  the  right  of  all  elections 
even  the  elector’s  right  to  vote,  to  the  end 
to  try  who  is  your  member,  or  to  punish  the 
'Acer  as  an  offender  against  the  constitution  : 
K fv  is  agreeable  to  the  constant  law  and 
practice  of  parliament.  But  for  that  part  of 
tW  question  which  relates  to  the  restraining 
tat  electors  from  bringing  their  actions  for  the 
pmonal  i»r  private'  damage  done  to  them,  I 
it  a not  agreeable  to  the  law  or  const  i- 
of  parliament.” 

$»r  Humphry  MacktDorth.—t(  Mr.  Freeman, 
V we  much  obliged  to  the  gentlemen  that 
Ilf*  *rgued  on  both  side's,  who  have  brought 
^ matter  of  this  debate  into  a nairow  coru- 
• the  question  is,  whether  an  elector  bo 
to  to  action  at  common-law  against 
1 iC  Acer,  for  recovery  of  damages,  in  case 


his  vote  which  he  offered,  be  not  taken  down  in 
writing,  and  entered  on  the  poll  ? or,  whether 
the  House  ot  Commons  have  the  sole  privilege 
of  examining  and  determining  the  right  or  qua- 
lification of  every  elector  to  give  his  vote,  and 
to  judge  of  the  behaviour  of  every  sheriff  and 
other  officer,  in  taking  the  poll  on  the  election 
of  Members  to  serve  in  parliament. — I am  of 
opinion,  with  great  submission  to  better  judg- 
ments, that  the  House  of  Commons  have  a sola 
right  of  judicature  in  these  cases,  and  that  the 
elector  is  not  entitled  to  an  action  at  common 
law.  1 shall  endeavour  to  support  this  opinion 
by  answering  the  arguments  that  have  been 
made  use  of  to  prove  the  contrary : and  first* 
1 crave  leave  to  observe,  that  the  gentlemen 
who  have  argued  on  the  other  side,  have  not 
taken  notice  of  a distinction,  which  seems  to 
be  very  material  in  this'  case,  and  that  is  be- 
tween an  actual  force  or  violence  done  by  the 
officer,  and  a bare  omission  in  point  of  duty. 
It  is  agreed,  that,  in  case  the  officer  does  by 
force  or  violence  obstruct,  or  hinder  an  elector 
from  offering  or  pronouncing  his  vote  at  an 
election,  for  which  of  the  candidates  he  pleases, 
the  elector  will  be  entitled  to  an  action  at 
common-law  for  recovery  of  damages,  for  that 
is  personal  wrong,  and  does  not  concern  the 
right  or  qualification  of  an  elector  to  vote  in 
elections  : but,  iu  castf  the  officer  does  permit 
the  elector  quietly  to  offer  or  pronounce  his 
vote,  (os  lie  did  in  the  case  of  Ashby,  who  pro- 
nounced his  vote  for  sir  Thomas  Lee,  and 
Syraon  Mnyne,  esq.)  but  does  not  think  fit  to 
enter  his  vote  upon  the  poll,  the  elector  in  this 
case  is  not  entitled  to  an  action  at  common 
law  for  recovery  of  damages,  because  he  has 
neither  suffered  any  force  or  violence,  nor  is, 
by  such  omission,  deprived  of  his  vote  ; for  a 
vote  being  once  pronounced,  the  law  takes  it 
for  the  benefit  of  the  public,  though  the  officer 
be  wanting  in  his  duty  ; and  none  have  power 
to  determine  whether  the  elector  had  a legal 
vote,  and  whether  the  officer  had  sufficient  reason 
to  refuse  to  enter  the  said  vote  in  the  poll,  but 
the  House  of  Commons.  If  any  other  persons 
should  have  authority  in  this  case,  they  will 
be  able  to  destroy  the  freedom  of  elections,  and 
the  constitution  of  parliament. — It  is  insisted 
by  some  gentlemen,  that  the  electors  have  no 
proper  remedy,  in  this  ca?e,  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  therefore  they  must  have  their 
remedy  at  common-law  : but,  with  great  de- 
ference to  their  judgments,  the  electors  have 
a proper  remedy,  in  this  House,  in  every  re- 
spect ; for  here  their  votes  will  be  allowed,  the 
legal  representatives  restored,  and  the  officer 
will  be  punished  for  any  wilful  default  iu  the 
execution  of  his  office.  This  is  a remedy  that 
answers  the  end  for  which  every  elector  is  en- 
titled to  give  his  vote,  which  is  not  for  a pri- 
vate advantage  to  himself,  but  for  the  general 
advantage  of  the  whole  kingdom.  But  the 
action  at  law  is  no  proper  remedy  in  any  re- 
spect, for  since  a vote  that  is  offered  and  re- 
fused, is  as  good  by  the  law  of  parliament  as  a 
vote  that  is  offered  and  received,  and  is  so 
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adjudged  on  the  trial  of  every  election  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  or  else  they  could  not  fill 
their  House  with  legal  representatives  ; it  is 
not  proper  or  reasonable  that  an  officer  should 
pay  damages  to  au  elector  that  has  not  suffered 
any,  nor  that  a public  offence  -should  be 
punished  by  a private  satisfaction ; which  is 
not  likely  to  prevent  ihe  evil,  preserve  the  vote, 
and  restore  the  representative ; nor  is  the 
same  consistent  with  the  constitution  or  the 
public  safety. — The  qualification  of  electors, 
and  the  behaviour  of  officers,  in  ail  elections, 
are  matters  of  parliament,  and  sucli  matters 
are  not  cognizable  elsewhere,  as  hath  been 
often  declared  by  all  the  judges  of  England:  a 
parliamentary  case  requires  a parliamentary 
remedy.  And  since  votes  have  been  refused 
in  all  elections ; if  electors,  in  tins  case,  bad 
been  entitled  to  an  action  at  law,  it  must  he 
presumed,  that  some  time  or  other  such  an 
action  would  have  been  brought,  which  yet  was 
never  once  attempted  in  any  former  reign  ; 
and  nil  those  acts  of  parliament  that  were  made 
to  give  damages  in  cases  relating  to  elections, 
do  demonstrate  that  no  such  damages  could 
be  recovered  at  common-law  p for  if  they  could, 
there  had  been  no  occasion  for  making  any 
of  those  statutes. — It  is  insisted,  that  every 
right  must  have  a remedy,  but  then  tiie  subject 
must  be  first  deprived  of  that  right,  which  iu 
this  case  he  was  not;  ami,  even  when  he  is,  he 
must  have  his  remedy  in  a proper  manner,  and 
ih  a proper  court.  There  are  several  sorts  of 
rights  and  several  sorts  of  laws  in  England, 
and  there  are  several  courts  of  justice  for  the 
administration  of  those  laws : a man  that  has 
a right  to  a legacy  cannot  bring  an  action  at 
common- Inw',  but  he  has  a proper  remedy  iu 
the  spiritual  court.  Tlie  like  may  be  observed 
of  cases  that  belong  to  the  courts  of  Chan- 
cery, Admiralty,  Stanneries,  ami  of  the  Forest- 
laws.  The  subject  cannot  bring  actions  at 
common-law,  in  cases  that  belong  to  the  juris- 
diction of  other  courts.  And  when  my  lord 
chief  justice  Coke  enumerates  the  several  laws 
in  this  kingdom,  he  gives  the  precedence  to  the 
law  and  custom  of  parliament,  which  he  tells 
us  is  superior  to  the  common-law  in  West- 
minster-llall.  And  as  every  court  at  law  has 
its  customs  and  privileges  peculiar  to  itself,  and 
is  sole  judge  of  them,  so  also  the  high  court 
of  parliament,  ♦ su»s  propriis  legibus  et  consue- 
‘ tudinihus  subsHttl,’  hath  its  own  power,  laws 
and  customs,  and  is  solo  judge  thereof.  And, 
if  an  action  at  common-law  will  not  lie  for  a 
legacy,  where  the  spiritual  court  has  a juris- 
diction, though  the  temporal  courts  have,  iu 
many  respects,  a superior  authority,  such  an 
action  will  much  less  he  in  u case  concerning 
the  parliament,  which  is  the  highest  court  of 
the  kingdom,  and  who  are  sole  judges  in 
all  cases  relating  to  themselves.  But  some 
carry  this  further,  ami  say  that  every  right  must 
have  a remedy  with  damages.  This  may  he 
true  in  most  cases,  where  a man  is  deprived 
of  rights  of  property  and  pos^sion  ; but 
there  arc  many  instances  to  be  given,  where  a 


right  of  franchise  or  privilege  is  not  entitle 
to  any  damage  : us  a person  elected  major  < 
a corporation,  if  rhe  proper  officer  refo«e*  t 
swear  him,  has  no  action  at  law  for  dam&fe 
hut  his  remedy  is  by  Mandamus  out  of  ill 
Queen’s  Bench  ; there  is  a remedy  by  Qtun 
imped  it,  but  not  to  recover  damages.  In 
writ  of  right  you  shall  recover  the  land,  but  n 
damages  : so  in  this  case,  the  proper  rem«j 
is  to  have  the  vote  allowed,  which  can  only  k 
done  by  the  House  of  Commons.  Son 
gentlemen  have  found  out  a new  divlinclio 
which  1 never  heard  before,  that  the  IT-uj 
of  Commons  have  the  sole  privilege  to  judge  < 
the  rights  of  electors,  and  of  the  beliaviov 
of  officers,  to  one  intent,  but  not  to  anothti 
that  is,  in  order  to  determine  who  are  th 
legal  representatives,  hut  not  to  give  damagi 
to  the  party  injured.  But,  with  gieat  sul 
mission,  there  is  no  weight  at  all  in  th«s  dntHti 
lion  ; for,  as  it  is  plain  that  the  elector  is  n: 
in  this  case,  deprived  of  his  vote,  and  then 
fore  suffers  no  damage,  so  it  is  also  ev  idem  thi 
the  judgment  of  the  II  use  of  Commons,  i 
matters  properly  cognizable  before  them,caniu 
be  contradicted  by  any  other  judicatuie;  an 
therefore  their  judgment  of  the  qualification* 
the  elector,  and  of  the  behaviour  of  the  often 
must  he  conclusive  to  all  intents  and  purpo* 
whatsoever.  It  is  contrary  to  the  reason  t 
all  laws,  thal  the  behaviour  of  an  officer  shook 
be  subject  to  the  determination  of  two  mot 
pendent  jurisdictions;  or  that  he  should  b 
innocent  by  the  judgment  of  a superior  court 
and  guilty  by  the  judgment  of  an  inferior;  < 
that  he  should  be  twice  punished  lor  the  am 
offence.  No  man  can  serve  tw  o masters  ; th 
officer,  at  this  rate,  will  be  every  w ay  en-oare 
and  made  liable  to  punishment,  w liett.fr  he  d« 
his  duty  or  not ; if  he  accepts  illegal  votes  ot 
the  poll,  he  will  forfeit  500/.  by  the  sUtuU 
Ibra  false  return  ; if  he  r<  uses  them,  be  ma 
he  ruined  by  a multitude  of  actions;  for  if  on 
may  bring  an  action,  there  may  he  five  Imo 
tired,  since  every  man,  at  this  rate,  may  otfe 
a vote,  and  bring  an  action  for  nor  enteriW 
it  upon  the  poll.  How  is  this  consistent  wit! 
the  treed  mi  of  elections,  in  which  there  ough 
to  be  no  terror  neither  on  the  electors,  norm 
the  officers  ? But  as  the  electors  should  be  frti 
to  offer  their  votes,  so  the  officers  should  he  fre< 
to  judge  whether  they  ought  to  be  entered  oi 
the  poll,  or  not ; and  they  ought  not  to  It 
accountable  to  any  but  the  House  of  Commons 
whose  servants  ihev  are,  ill  all  matters  reiatinj 
to  elections,  and  who  are  entrusted  with  tht 
determination  of  all  matters  and  cases  rclatin| 
thereto;  ami  they  may  as  well  punish  then: 
for  taking  illegal  votes  on  the  poll,  as  for  no! 
taking  those  that  are  legal.  In  neither  o: 
which  cases  have  the  judges  of  the  coxnnio;; 
law*  any  jurisdiction,  though  there  is  thesamt 
reason  in  both,  to  take  cart  that  every  th< 
meanest  subject  may  have  relief  for  anj 
injury  done  him  ; but  we  are  not  to  take  mort 
care  of  the  meanest  sub'ect  than  of  the  where 
House  of  Commons.  The  greatest  subject  is 
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England  ought  to  have  no  relief  hut  what  is 
consistent  with  the  law  of  parliament  and  the 
safety  of  the  constitution.  It'  an  action  lies 
•ud  upon  a judgment  on  that  action  a Writ 
«t  Error  lies  in  the  House  of  Peers,  the  Lords 
will  be  die  sole  judges  at  last,  who  have  votes 
to  chose  a House  of  Commons;  which  is 
directly  contrary  to  the  fundamental  maxim  of 
thslaw  and  custom  of  parliament  that  the 
tvo  Houses  are  mutual  ebeckslo  each  other 
red  sole  judges  of  their  own  privileges. — This 
» an  excellent  constitution  and  admirably 
«tll  contrived  for  the  common  safety  : but 
km  can  this  constitution  be  preserved  if  the 
I^rds  can  punisli  our  otticcrs  and  govern  our 
Sections?  This  will  be  the  way  to  destroy  all 
checks,  and  to  make  the  House  of  Commons 
dependent  on  the  Lords;  and  then  I cannot 
s*  upon  what  foundation  you  can  be  said 
to  sit  here  to  do  any  service  tor  your  country. 
—Others  insist  that  this  is  a right  that  is  incident 
u»  the  freehold  and  freedom  of  electors  ; there- 
tore  it)  their  freeholds  are  cogimablc  at  com- 
mon-law, so  is  every  incident  belonging  to  it. 
Tim  argument  is  plausible  at  first  sight,  hut 
n reality  there  is  nothing  in  it,  for  though  the 
Commons  of  England  have  submitted  their 
private  differences  to  arbitrators,  or  judges,  in- 
differently chosen  and  appointed  by  the  prince, 
life  common  parent  of  the  people;  yet  they 
kue  never  submitted  their  fundamental  .rights 
ud  privileges,  which  they  hold  in  their  public 
and  political  capacities,  as  a free  branch  of  the 
high  court  of  parliament,  to  any  but  their  own 
reuresenta tires,  who  are  chosen  and  appointed 
themselves.  This  is  not  a case,  properly 
speskine,  between  party  and  party,  but  be- 
tween the  Lords  and  Commons ; because  the 
termination  of  this  case  brings  the  whole 
tight  in  question,  who  have  a privilege  to  judge 
« (he  qualification  of  electors,  to  give  their 
»wes  in  election  of  members  to  serve  in  par- 
tameot,  whether  the  Lords  or  the  Commons  ? 

It  » not  now  the  question  who  hath  the  best 
hjtht  io  a freehold  or  freedom,  or  to  any  thing 
fk*t  is  incident  to  it  ; but  whether  the  Com- 
mons of  England  shall  have  any  freeholds  or 
’reedoms  at  all  ? or,  which  is  the  same  thing  in 
whether  they  should  have  any  security 
br those  rights  or  not?  For  if  the  Lords  are 
.odges  of  your  privileges,  you  can  hold  no 
rjgU  hut  during  their  pleasure. — The  Lords 
to  contcud  for  the  right  of  the  subject, 

I wish  it  be  not  for  a power  to  enable 
themselves  to  judge  and  determine,  ns  they 
fit,  of  nil  our  rights  and  liberties  ; for 
than  the  necessary  consequence  of  allowing 
M dector  to  have  u remedy  in  any  other  place 
hu  within  these  walls. — This  is  my  humble 
&f*o»on  ; and  if  I am  mistaken,  other  gentle- 
***0  will  set  me  right.  This  is  certainly  a 
nutter  of  the  highest  importance  to  the  welfare  I 
the  subject,  and  I doubt  not  but  they  will  j 
well  consider  it  before  they  give  way  to  | 
establishing  a precedent  that  tends  to  de-  i 
•trtjy  fi*  prjvdeges  of  this  House,  or  the  liber- 
l‘u°f  their  country.— A great  tenderness  is 
tol.  vi. 
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expressed  for  this  poor  mnn,  whose  vote  has 
been  refused  : but  whether  ho  had  a right  to 
give  his  vote  is  very  much  questioned,  and 
never  yet  determined  by  this  House,  who  has 
the  proper  judicature  thereof.  But  admitting 
lie  had  a rote,  whether  ought  to  be  preferred, 
a private  interest  or  the  public  safety?  Whe- 
ther will  be  most  for  the  honour  of  this  House 
and  the  interest  of  our  electors,  the  care  of  a 
private  person  by  a new-invented  .action,  nei- 
ther warranted  by  reason,  precedent  or  any 
established  law  ; or  the  care  of  the  parliament, 
and  the  constitution,  on  which  depend  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  all  the  Commons  of  England. 
— Sir,  I beg  pardon  for  taking  up  so  much  of 
your  time,  but  I imist  confess  it  seems  to  me, 
that  our  all  depends  upou  a right  determi- 
nation of  this  matter : for  l cannot  see  any 
other  reason  why  this  new  device  is  supported 
by  the  Lords,  but  only  to  render  you  preca- 
rious and  useless.’' 

Sir  Gilbert  Dolben.  “ Mr.  Freeman,  I shall 
not  trouble  you  very  long  at  this  time  of  day  ; I 
think  the  point  in  debate  has  been  truly  stated 
by  the  gentlemen  who  insisted  on  this  question, 
Whether  an  action  will  lie  for  an  elector,  for 
having  been  refused  his  vote  at  the  election  of 
a member  to  serve  in  parliament  ? A learned 
gentleman  would  have  the  question  to  be,  not 
whether  an  action  will  lie,  but  whether  thi9 
House  has  the  sole  right  of  determining  that 
matter,  and  of  giving  remedy  in  it.  I confess  I 
think  it  is  more  properly  stated  the  other  way: 
but  the  thing  is  scarce  worth  a dispute,  since 
which  way  soever  you  turn  the  tables  it  comes 
to  the  same  point,  and  one  of  the  questions  will 
in  consequence  be  resolved  by  the  resolution 
of  the  other.  For  if  that  question  be  put  which 
is  proposed  by  the  gentleman,  and  carried  in 
the  affirmative,  that  this  House  has  the  sole  right 
of  determining  this,  and  all  other  matters  w hat- 
soever that  concern  the  right  of  election  ; then 
it  must  follow,  that  whoever  is  wronged  in  any 
such  respect,  cannot  be  redressed  by  action, 
since  the  right  of  determining  in  cases  of  this 
nature,  is  not  in  the  courts  below,  but  solely  in 
this  House.  1 shall  not  offer  you  any  argu- 
ments to  prove  this  sole  right,  many  having 
been  urged  by  others ; but  I will  consider  some 
things  (without  taking  up  much  of  your  time), 
that  have  been  offered  ns  objections  to  it. 
Some  gentlemen  have  made  a distinction,  in 
this  case,  between  the  right  of  electors  and  of 
the  elected ; and  they  will  have  it,  that  the 
courts  below  may  decide  the  first,  but  not  the 
last ; whereas,  in  my  poor  opinion,  the  decision 
of  the  elector’s  right  must  necessarily,  in  many 
cases,  decide  who  has  a right  to  be  elected.  For 
suppose  a commou  case,  that  one  of  the  candi- 
dates insists  upon  an  election  by  a select  num- 
ber, and  the  other  upon  a popular  election  : If, 
in  this  case  one  of  the  populace  be  refused  his 
vote,  upon  a pretence  that  he  is  not  of  the  se- 
lect number,  whereupon  he  brings  his  action 
against  the  officer  ; w ill  not  the  event  ol  that 
trial  determine  (in  cousequciice)  the  right  of 
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the  candidates  ? Surely  it  must ; since  if  it  go 
fur  the  plaintiff",  he  for  whom  the  plaintiff"  of- 
fered to  vote,  and  who  had  the  popular  inte- 
rest, will  appear  to  have  had  the  right  of  elec- 
tion ; and  so  will  the  other  candidate,  if  it  go 
for  the  defendant.  Several  other  cases  to  the 
same  purpose  might  be  put:  So  that  if  an  ac- 
tion of  this  nature  should  lie,  it  must  (as  1 ap- 
prehend) unavoidably  follow,  that  Westminster- 
had  by  original  action,  aud  by  Writ  of  Error 
the  House  of  Lords,  will  have  power  to  de- 
termine, (at  least  consequentially,)  who  has  a 
right  to  sit  in  this  House,  aud  who  not.  And 
how  consistent  such  a determination  will  be 
with  your  undeniable  right,  (acknowledged  on 
all  sides)  of  determining  the  elections  of  your 
members,  exclusive  of  all  other  jurisdictions,  I 
leave  to  gentlemen  to  consider.  A learned 
person  was  pleased  to  object,  that  right  is 
founded  upon  usage  ; and  if  this  House  had 
the  sole  right  of  judging  in  a cave  of  this  na- 
ture, where  a single  elector  is  wronged,  doubt- 
less there  would  be  some  precedent  of  relief 
given  to  such  an  injured  person.  But,  says  the 
gentleman,  there  is  no  such  precedent,  aud 
therefore  it  must  follow,  that  this  House  lias 
not  i he  Mile  right  of  relieving  in  that  case.  I 
think  l may  safely  deny  his  tirst  proposition,  as 
he  upplirs  it  to  the  rights  of  this  House,  which 
(generally  speaking)  are  uot  founded  upon 
usage.  Sir,  the  rights  of  parliament  are  chiefly 
founded  upon  the  nature  and  constitution  of 
parliaments.  Usage  is  indeed  a corroboration, 
and  an  evidence  of  those  rights;  but  the  foun- 
dation of  them,  is  our  being  a part  of  the  legis- 
lature, whereby  we  necessarily  become  invest- 
ed with  such  rights  and  privileges,  us  enable  us 
to  act,  and  to  discharge  our  duty,  in  that  great 
capacity:  So  that  it  is  not  so  much  what  has 

been  used,  as  what  is  necessary  to  the  support 
of  our  constitution,  that  must  be  the  rule  and 
measure  in  determining  the  rights  of  the  House 
of  Commons,.  But  neither  has  usage  been 
wanting  in  this  case  : For  whereas  the  gentle- 

man averts,  that  there  is  no  precedent  where 
this  House  lias  given  relief  to  a wronged  elec- 
tor, (with  submission,)  several  such  precedents 
appear  upon  your  hooks,  particularly  in  the 
case  of  Banbury,  where  four  or  five  of  the  in- 
habitants complained,  and  the  House  gave  a 
remedy.  And  I cannot  see  why,  if  it  lias  been 
iveu  to  four,  it  may  not  be  given  to  one  ; nay, 
should  think  if  mote  limn  one  have  been  re- 
lieved, t't  fortiori  one  should  he  relie vable.  But 
it  seems  to  me,  that  the  argument  drawn  from 
usage,  goes  much  further  than  the  learned  gen- 
tleman intended  it  should  : for  if  all  right  be 
founded  upon  usage,  all  right  of  action  must 
be  so  founded  ; ami  then  what  becomes  of  this 
action  which  the  gentleman  has  laboured  to 
support  ? If  usage  he  nothing  else  but  the  repe- 
tition of  the  like  acts,  then  this  action  (accord- 
ing to  the  gentleman’s  rule,  that  usage  is  the 
foundation  of  right,)  cannot  be  rightful,  unless 
there  hath  been  n repetition  of  the  like  action. 
Nor  can  it  he  said,  that  this  is  the  fiisttune 
an v -'ch  cause  of  action  has  arisen,  and  that 


therefore  it  could  not  have  been  brought  be- 
fore; for  there  has  scarce  been  a parliament 
called  iu  any  reign,  but  some  or  other  has, 
without  doubt,  been  wrongfully  refused  his 
vote:  So  that  the  cause  having  beeu  frequent, 
it  must  have  hud  the  like  effect  ere  now,  in 
case  such  a wrong  could  have  been  redres-ed 
by  bringiug  such  an  action.  But  no  gentleman 
has  pretended  to  say,  that  any  action  of  this 
nature  was  ever  brought  before;  nod  therefore 
we  may  infer  from  the  learned  gentleman's  own 
position,  as  likewise  from  the  authority  of  Lit- 
tleton's text,  thar,  since  none  has  been  brought, 
noue  can  be  brought.  And  this  has  been  the 
constant  opinion  of  the  courts  in  Westminster* 
ball,  the  judges  having,  upon  every  occasion, 
where  the  rights  of  parliament  have  fid  leu  un- 
der their  consideration,  in  all  times  declared, 
that  untiling  of  that  kind  is  within  their  juris- 
diction; nor  can  they  judge  of  any  such  mut- 
ter, fm  tiicr  than  as  they  are  empowered  by  par- 
ticular statutes.  Aud  this  was  the  reason  why 
the  Judgment  in  Barnard iston’s  Case,  given  in 
the  Queen's- bench,  w as  reversed  in  the  Exche- 
quer Chamber,  because  it  was  a thing  purely  of 
parliamentary  cognizance  ; the  House  of  Com- 
mons having  the  sole  power  of  determining  all 
matters  relating  to  elections  and  returns,  ex- 
cept in  statute -cases.  Nay,  the  court  of  King's* 
bench  had  declared,  they  would  not  have  pro- 
ceeded in  that  action  of  Barnordiston,  had  it  not 
been  grounded  by  a precedent  J udgmenr  given  in 
the  House  of  Commons.  But  the  judges  in  the 
Exchequer  Chamber  thought,  that  even  the  de- 
termination of  the  House  was  not  a sufficient 
authority  ta  the  courts  below,  to  hold  plot  « 
au  action  relating  to  the  rights  of  parhameot, 
though  the  action  was  grounded  upon  that  de- 
termination ; and  therefore  they  reversed  tb* 
Judgment  given  in  that  action,  and  (which is* 
mighty  strung  circumstance  in  that  case)  Hurt 
reversal  was  alter  wards  affirmed  in  the  House 
of  Lords.  So  that  it  is  plain,  even  the  L>rds 
themselves  were,  at  that  tune,  of  the  same  opi- 
nion of  the  judges,  that  nothing  which  concern- 
ed elections  was  cognizable  in  Westminster* 
hull:  For  otherwise  they  could  not  ha** •** 

firmed  the  Judgment  given  in  the  Kxcheq«r 
Chamber,  which  was  grounded  entirely  upoa 
that  maxim.  This  appears  farther,  by  "hat 
their  lordships  did  in  the  Case  of  Hollis  ond 
Elliot,  against  whom  Judgment  hud  been  Ei*** 
in  the  UmgVhoncb,  for  what  they  had  said  and 
done  in  this  House.  In  the  year  1 66?»  die 
House  of  Commons  voted,  that  the  Judgni*nt 
given  in  the  King's- be  neb  against  tho»e  person* 
was  illegal,  ns  being  against  the  privilege  o» 
parliament.  And  this  vote  was  (as  I recueiaber) 
delivered  to  the  Lords  at  a conference,  *£»• 
desire  of  their  concurrence  to  it : According*?* 
the  Lords  sent  a message,  that  they  did  ceoeon 
Nay,  they  were  so  zealous,*  as  to  desire  the  lord 
Hollis  to  bring  a Writ  of  Error  upon  that 
molt,  which  was  done,  and  the  Judgment  ^ 
reversed.  From  whence  it  must  be  inferred, 
that  their  lordships  w ere  then  of  opinioo,  w* 
whatever  Judgment  is  agaiusl  tit  priT,‘‘$e 
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of  Parliament  (that  is,  of  cither  House  of 
Parliament,)  is  an  illegal  Judgment. — Now 
to  fay  these  two  opinions  of  the  Lords  to- 
gether : if  the  House  of  Commons  has  the 
vile  privilege  of  judging  all  matters  relating  to 
elections,  (upon  which  ground  their  lordships 
affirmed  the  reversal  of  the  Judgment  in  Bar- 
ranhst/io*  Case)  and  if  every  Judgment  given 
against  die  privilege  of  parliament  be  illegal 
(as  thesr  lordships  both  resolved,  and  judged  in 
the  Case  of  lloihs  and  Elliot,  J how  comes  it  to 
pass,  that  the  Lords  have  lately  thought  fit  to 
reverse  the  Judgment  given  m this  Case  of 
Ashby  and  White,  which  was  grounded  upon 
that  very  opinion,  established  by  their  Loid- 
ships  in  the  Case  of  Bamardiston,  that  nil  mat- 
ters concerning  elections  are  determinable  only 
in  the  House  of  Commons  ? And  consequently, 
how  can  we  avoid  saying,  (pursuant  to  the 
other  opinion,  and  to  the  Judgment  they  gave 
in  the  Case  of  Hollis)  that  their  lordships  Judg- 
ment of  reversal  given  upon  the  Writ  of  Error 
m Ashby’s  Case,  being  against  what  themselves 
have  owned  to  be  the  privilege  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  is  an  erroneous,  (not  to  say  au ille- 
gal) Judgment? — I confess  I cannot  much  won- 
der at  its  being  so,  when  I consider,  that  the 
steps  their  lordships  roadt  in  proceeding  to  this 
Judgment  of  reversal,  were  so  very  hasty,  as 
not  to  afford  them  sufficient  time  to  weigh  and 
to  deliberate  upon  a matter  of  such  import- 
ance. This  cause  had  depended  near  n twelve- 
month in  the  King’s- bench,  it  had  been  argued 
several  times  at  the  bar,  and  at  length  seriatim 
by  the  justices,  three  of  whom,  upon  the  ren* 
wo  of  former  resolutions,  gave  Judgment 
against  the  plaintiff,  that  the  action  d<ies  not 
be;  And  yet  no  sooner  was  this  Writ  of  Error 
brought,  but  the  errors  arc  immediately  nr- 
gaad;  and  upon  the  first  argument  the  opinion 
of  the  judges  are  required;  and  notwithstand- 
ing they  desired  time  but  till  the  next  day  to 
consider  of  the  Cose,  the  Lords  (as  I am  very 
vrii  assured)  would  not  allow  them  an  hour ; 
tut  obliged  them  to  deliver  their  present 
thoughts,  which  though  several  of  them  ex- 
pressed very  doubtfully,  and  several  others 
for  affirming  the  Judgment;  yet  their 
lordships  were  so  very  clear,  and  so  determi- 
nate in  the  point,  that,  without  any  farther 
f moderation,  the  Judgment  was  reversed.— 
And  qow  I desire  gentlemen  to  judge,  whether, 
a this  instance,  the  Lords  have  shewn  that 
•tgtfd  either  to  the  privileges,  or  to  the  dignity 
ofthb  House,  which  their  ancestors, and  thern- 
*dves,  had  formerly  expressed  upon  the  occa- 
tions  before  mentioned. — I will  take  notice  but 
of  one  thing  more,  which  fell  from  a learned 
teiitieokan,  who  insisted,  that  the  election  to 
t irhament  is  not  a service,  but  a privilege, 
became  double  damages  are  given  by  the  late 
*ct  concerning  returns.  I have  cast  my  eye 
upon  that  act,  and  I think,  if  the  preamble  be 
ic  will  appear,  that  gentleman  was  some- 
what unfortunate  iu  appealing  to  it;  for  the 
preamble  calls  the  election  to  parliament,  a 
•Grice,  in  express  terms,  and  certainly  with 


good  reason  ; if  the  House  will  give  me  leave, 
i will  read  it. — “ Whereas  false  and  double  re- 
turns, of  members  to  serve  in  parliament,  are 
an  abuse  of  trust  in  a matter  of  the  greatest 
consequence  to  the  kingdom,  and  not  only  an 
injury  co  the  person  duly  chosen,  by  keeping 
them  from  their  service  in- the  House  of  Com- 
mons and  putting  them  to  great  expence  to 
make  their  elections  appear;  but  also  to  the 
counties,  cities,  boroughs,  and  cinque-ports  by 
which  they  arc  chosen,  and  the  business  of 
parliament  disturbed  and  delayed  thereby;  be  it 

therefore  enacted.’’ Sir,  not  to  trouble  you 

any  longer,  I am  entirely  for  the  question,  as  it 
is  stated.” 

Mr.  King,  (afterwards  Lord  King,  and  Lord 
Chancellor.)  “That  which  calls  me  up,  in 
the  first  place,  is  what  that  honourable  gentle- 
man, just  against  me,  was  pleased  to  intimate, 
as  if  the  right  of  electing  was  only  a service, 
and  not  a liberty,  or  privilege ; and  I find  a 
worthy  member,  that  suoke  last,  is  of  the  same 
opinion.  Truly,  I am  loth  to  tell  you  my  own, 
without  desiring  the  act  25  Car.  2.  9 cap.  may 
be  read.  ( Members.  No  ! no  !)  It  is  an  act 
to  enable  the  county-palatine  of  Durham  to 
send  members  to  parliament,  and  it  recites, 
that  they  had  not,  before  that  time,  hod  the 
liberty  and  privilege  of  elective  and  sending 
any  members  to  parliament:  Where  you  seo 
the  legislature  call  it  a liberty  and  privileges 
nod  if  the  legislature  call  it  so,  I think  I may 
venture  to  cnll  it  so  too.  And  if  it  be  a liberty 
and  privilege,  then  the  question  will  be,  whe- 
ther 4t  does  not  stand  on  the  same  bottom  with 
our  liberties  and  privileges  ? In  case  of  any 
other  franchise  or  liberty,  an  action  lies  at 
common-law  for  the  breach  thereof;  and  why 
an  action  should  not  lie  at  common-law  for  the 
breach  of  this  franchise,  os  well  as  for  the 
breach  of  every  other  franchise,  is  to  me  very 
strange.  Gentlemen  take  it  for  granted,  this 
is  purely  an  action  at  common-law,  and  no 
statute  hath  any  influence  on  it.  Now  there 
is  a statute  which  both  not  been  mentioned, 
only  I must  first  premise  that  which,  I think,  no 
body  will  deny,  viz.  That  wherever  an  act  of 
parliament  does  forbid  any  thing,  if  any  body 
be  injured  by  the  doing  of  the  thing  so  prohi- 
bited by  that  act,  in  consequence  of  law',  the 
person  injured  hath  an  action:  I say,  there  is 
astotutethnt  forbids  disturbances  or  hindrances 
in  matters  of  elections;  and,  by  consequence 
of  law,  the  statute  gives  an  action  to  the  party 
injured,  against  the  person  disturbing  or  hin- 
dering him  in  his  election.  The  statute  I mean 
is  the  S Ed.  1.  5 cap.  That  is  a positive  law 
whereby  all  disturbances  in  elections  are 
forbid : every  man  is  forbid  to  hinder  or 
disturb  by  force  of  arms,  by  malice,  or 
menacing  any  man,  to  make  a free  election. — 
l shall  only  instance  in  one  parallel  case,  though 
1 could  in  many  more,  the  statute  in  Rich.  2’a 
time,  de  Scand.  Mag.  winch  only  forbids  tho 
speaking  evil  of  great  men;  there  is  not  one  word 
of  an  action ; yet,  by  operation  of  law,  it  wu 
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always  held,  that  an  action  would  lie  upon  that 
statute  for  a scandal  of  a gre^t  man,  because 
it  was  prohibited  by  tliat  statute.  So  here,  die 
statute  forbids  the  disturbing  of  any  man  by 
force  or  malice  to  make  free  election ; the  Jury 
have  found,  that  the  defendants  did  hi  this  case 
maliciously  disturb  and  hinder  the  plaintiff  from 
i oting  at  the  election  ; and,  by  a like  conse- 
quence anti  operation  of  law,  this  action  is 
maintainable. — Gentlemen  say,  this  is  a new 
action  never  heard  of  before;  It  is  true,  this 
particular  action  was  never  brought  before ; but 
actions  of  the  same  kind  and  nature,  and 
grounded  on  the  same  principles  and  reasons  of 
law,  have  been  brought  before  ‘ Et  ubi  eadern 
* est  ratio,  idem  jus/  I could  give  you  many 
instances  of  this  kind.  Was  it  ever  heard,  'till 
the  20th  or  21st  Car.  2,  that  an  action  lay 
against  an  officer,  for  denying  a poll  to  one 
who  stood  candidate  for  a bridge-master?  The 
mayor  denved  the  poll,  and  said,  he  was  judge 
of  the  election ; and  upon  this  the  person  inju- 
red brought  bis  action,  and  recovered.  At  tite 
same  tune  it  was  said,  there  was  uo  such  action 
heard  of  be  fore;  ;tis  true,  not  that  species,  but 
the  genus  was  heard  of.  Another  action  whs 
brought  30  Car.  2,  (which  was  never  heard  of 
before)  against  a mayor,  for  refusing  the  plain- 
tiff’s vote  for  a succeeding  mayor. — I believe 
every  body  knows  that  all  the  law  books  for 
400  years  say,  that  the  Reversioner  has  liberty 
to  go  into  an  estate  of  a tenant  for  life,  to  see  if 
he  commit  waste.  And  no  action  was  ever 
brought  till  10  Jac.  1,  by  a reversioner  against 
a tenant  for  life,  for  refusing  to  let  him  in  to  see 
whether  waste  was  committed.  No  action  was 
ever  brought  against  a master  of  a ship,  for  the 
negligent  keeping,  and  loss  of  goods  on  board 
his  ship,  till  about  the  24  Car.  2,  and  yet  the 
action  lay. — There  was  another  action,  in  k. 
Car.  lst's  time,  brought  for  a false  and  mali- 
cious prosecution  of  an  indictment  of  a inan 
for  treason  . There  was  the  same  objection ; and 
it  was  said,  that  this  would  deter  people  from 
prosecuting.  And  no  body  ever  dreamt  of  it 
before,  it  is  true,  but  it  stood  upon  the  general 
reason  of  the  law ; if  you  do  me  a w rong,  I 
must  have  a remedy.  And  as  to  what  a wor- 
thy gentleman  hath  said,  that  there  are  in- 
stances at  common-law,  where  a man  shall  re- 
cover, and  yet  have  no  damages  ; it  is  true  in 
ical  actions,  but  let  him  give  me  an  instance 
cl  that  in  an  action  of  the  case.  He  recovers 
nothing  there  : if  he  does  not  recover  damages 
in  real  actions,  he  recovers  the  land  itself.” 

Members.  •*  The  question,  the  question.” 

Mr.  King.  “ I find  gentlemen  are  very  un- 
easy, 1 will  trouble  you  no  further.” 

Members.  “ Go  on,  go  on.” 

Mr.  King.  “ I agree  the  determining  the 
right  of  election  belongs  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons ; and  they  ought  to  apply  to  the  House 
of  Commons  in  that  case : and  I shall  not  dc- 
r%  ' ri]Qm  that,  I think  I cannot,  without  ruiu- 
Hiislituiiou ; but  that  which  I say  is, 


that  this  action  does  not  at  all  relate  to  the 
right  of  election.  This  action  is  brought  Ij  a 
man  that  bath  an  undoubted  right  of  voting, 
against  ;ui  officer  for  maliciously  refusing  ins 
vote.  Put  the  case  this  had  happened  in  a 
county,  (for  the  Jaw  would  have  been  the 
same)  that  a freeholder,  who  had  a right  to 
vote,  had  tendered  his  vote  to  the  sheriff ; and 
though  he  knew  lie  was  a freeholder,  yet,  the 
sheriff  should  maliciously  refuse  his  vote:  hath 
the  sheriff  done  this  man  an  injury,  ur  no? 
This  man  does  not  bring  his  action,  because 
the  person  he  would  have  voted  for  is  not  re- 
turned, but  it  is  because  there  is  an  injury 
done  to  bis  franchise.  If  I thought  the  right 
of  election  was  concerned  in  tfri*  case,  I wou.d 
go  os  far  as  any,  for  I think  that  does  belong  to 
the  House,  but  I do  not  thiuk  this  is  concerned 
in  the  present  case.” 

Sir  Thomas  Littleton.  u I shall  be  shorter 
than  some  imagine.  It  has  been  discoursed, 
whether  this  be  a privilege,  or  a burden,  Ac. 
Let  them  thiuk  it  a burden  that  call  it  so  : if  it 
he  a burden  it  is  such  a burden  as  some  men 
spend  a great  part  of  their  estate  for,  as  if  it 
was  a privilege.  I think  this  resolution  which 
is  proposed,  tends  to  the  encouraging  one  uiaa 
to  injure  another  man’s  franchise  witiioutaiy 
reparation,  which  I b'lieve  is  not  very  con- 
sistent with  law  or  ren&on.  You  have  no  doubt 
a power  of  punishing  the  offenders,  but  yu« 
cannot  give  damages  : 1 dunk  this  is  a phno 
case  ; here  was  a man  who  had  a right  to  vote, 
and  was  not  admitted.” 

Members.  li  No,  no.” 

Sir  Thomas  Littleton.  “ That  is  admitted  upon 
the  judgment:  for  the  case  is  made  upon  the 
right ; and  if  he  had  uot  proved  his  right,  he 
Could  not  have  recovered  : then  if  he  was  de- 
nied his  right,  no  body  will  say,  we  can  give 
him  damages.  What  would  you  have  a poor 
man  do,  come  with  a petition,  and  fee  council, 
and  attend  the  parliament  fora  month  together? 
The  man  it  seems  thought  it  better  to  go  this 
way.  I think  if  he  had  complained,  we  might 
have  punished  the  officer ; but  for  damages,  he 
could  have  them  no  way  but  this. — Suppose 
the  judges  in  Westminster-hall  had  been  of 
opinion,  that  this  action  did  lie,  and  the  con- 
stables had  brought  a Writ  of  Error;  what 
would  you  have  said  in  a case  where  a man 
had  been  denied  his  privilege  of  voting,  and 
the  law  lmd  given  damages,  if  the  Lords  hud 
said  no,  there  shall  be  no  action  ? I think  the 
Lords  have  done  what  is  right,  I think  they 
have  relieved  the  persons  injured  acccording  to 
justice ; and  it  docs  uot  interfere  with  your 
rights,  for  he  founds  his  actions  upon  your  de- 
termination.” 

Members . u No,  no.” 

Mr.  Walpole.  u Mr.  Freeman,  I desire  to  have 
the  questiou  read.” 

Accordingly  Mr.  Freeman  in  the  chair  read 
the  questiou  again. 
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Mr.  Serjeant  Hooper.  “ A gentleman  that  present.  As  one  arc  the  privileges  of  this  house, 
•poke  last  hut  one,  was  pleased  to  say,  that  if  so  the  other  concerns  die  libe  rties  of  the  peo- 
be  tbooght  the  right  of  electing  members  was  pie  of  England,  who  cannot  otherwise  come  to  a 
any  way  concerned  in  this  question,  lie  would  remedy  when  they  are  abused  in  this  manner, 
come  heartily  into  it:  I know  not  w lint  that  The  gentleman  that  called  it  it  hard  service,  if 
grntieman  means  by  it ; but  believe  all  future  he  would  tell  his  country  so,  I believe  he  might 
reciMHis  will  depend  much  upon  the  determi-  be  excused,  and  they  would  send  another  in 
nation  you  make  now.  If  you  give  the  Lords  his  room.” 
tbii  jurisdiction  to  take  cognizance  of  matters 

rrUttng  to  elections,  we  must  come  to  them  to  Mr.  Walpole , (afterwards  Sir  Robert,  and 
know  whether  we  have  a right  to  sit  here.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.)  **  I will  trou- 
ts gentleman  said,  he  could  not  tell  whether  | ble  you  very  little  at  this  time:  I think 

the  sitting  here  was  a burden,  or  a privilege  : the  point  of  learning  and  law  hath  been 

I Icheve  it  is  a privilege  to  some,  who  by  sit-  ! so  well  spoken  to,  by  those  learned  gentle- 
tia»  here  obtniu  a good  place;  but  I think  as  I men  that  have  been  against  the  question,  that, 
to  others,  it  may  be  looked  upon  as  a great  i it  I was  able,  I should  say  nothing  more  to 

bc.'den,  to  come  up  and  spend  a great  deal  of  , that.  But  I think  the  question  as  it  is  going 

money  for  the  public  service ; and  all  the  pri-  to  be  pur,  is  not  right;  for  as  the  question 

tilege  that  I know  they  have,  is  to  protect  stands,  though  1 can’t  give  my  negative  to  one 
their  estates,  and  serve  their  country. — There  part,  I think  ’tis  impossible  to  give  my  affinna- 
is  no  extravagniit  thing  that  may  l»e  brought  1 tive  to  the  other.  The  matter  before  you  comes 
into  the  House  of  Lords,  if  you  countenance  to  this  single  question,  whether  you  will  encou- 
ihein  m the  jurisdiction  they  have  now  taken  r rage,  and  give  a power  to  uu  oiBcer,  be  he  whom 
epootbem.  Any  action  whatsoever,  lei  it  be-  : he  will,  to  act  arbritarily;  or  rather  ciiuse,  in 
h>o»  to  any  temporal  jurisdiction, may  be  there  such  case,  to  do  something  in  favour  of  the 
determined.  I will  still  suppose,  notwithstaud-  electors?  lam  sure  if  I desire  to  be  elected 
ia»  what  is  objected  against  the  judges,  that  by  tho^c  that  had  the  right,  I would  never  give 
they  will  do  their  duty  ; but  Wcstminster-hall  the  othcer  an  authority  lo  the  prejudice  of  the 
isnow  no  barrier;  for  whatever* is  there  deter-  electors.  Where  you  come  to  say,  that  the 
!ti.r.cd,  may  be  brought  by  Wrrit  of  Error  into  sole  judging  of  the  qualification  of  the  electors 
the  House  of  Lords,  and  they  will  determine  it  belongs  to  the  House  of  Commons  only,  those 
*3  they  think  fit.  In  the  Case  of  Soame  and  l apprehend,  are  words  of  too  large  extent  and 
IWnardiy.on,  the  lajv  was  taken  to  be,  that  ■ ill  consequence.  Suppose  there  was  an  action 
Wcstminster-hall  had  not  a right  to  interfiled-  brought  upon  the  last  act  of  parliament,  for  a 
die  in  these  matters.  What  then  hath  since  false  or  double  return.” 
ktered  the  law,  unless  the  Lords  have  the  legis-  i 

bbte  power  in  them?  And  that  I dare  say  ■ Mr.  Freeman . “ There  is  an  exception  in  the 
they  will  have,  if  you  allow  this. — This  I must  j question  as  to  that.” ' 
tike  notice  of  from  the  report  now  before  you, 

that  here  is  a step  made,  which  if  it  had  been  Mr.  Walpole.  u I know  there  is;butsup- 
’’flde  in  another  jurisdiction,  I should  have  pose  an  action  is  brought  upon  that  statute,  tba 
given  a hard  name  to  it. — I think,  in  the  first  officer  may  have  proceeded  with  the  greatest 
place  the  party  should  be  brought  in  by  the  impartiality,  may  have  taken  the  poll  with  the 
qweiTs  process.  When  errors  are  to  be  as-  greatest  exactness  and  justice,  and  there  inay 
s pied,  there  uses  to  go  out  a Scire  Facias , appear  to  be  an  equal  number  of  votes 
*iach  is  the  queen’s  Writ ; but  litre  is  only  a for  inch  candidate;  whereupon  he  makes  a 
fhder  made,  and  for  what?  That  the  party  double  return,  and  this  brings  it  to  be  determi- 
»hall join  issue  upon  the  Writ  of  Error.  Sup-  ned  by  the  committee  of  elections,  and  they 
pose  there  had  been  a release  of  errors,  must  vote  one  of  them  duly  elected.  This  gentleman 
he  have  joined  issue  upon  the  errors?  And  that  had  the  favour  of  the  committee,  (though  af- 
yet  it  is  here  so  ordered  before  the  party  is  terwards  possibly  it  might  be  made  appear,  that 
t*»rd.  I say,  if  they  have  a jurisdiction,  the  by  bribery  or  corruption,  and  at  a great  expeace, 
piny  ought  to  be  called  in  by  Scire  Facias  : he  procured  himself  to  he  elected,)  after  you 

no  judge,  or  judicature,  can  grant  execu-  have  voted  him  duly  elected,  he  hath  nothing 
tioo,  or  process,  hut  it  must  be  in  the  queen’s  to  do  but  to  try  his  action,  and  see  if  he  can 
°*®e.  As  for  your  question,  I come  heartily  make  his  double  damages  amount  to  his  ex- 
»ato  it.”  peaces.  The  first  thing  he  is  to  do  is  to  produce 

the  vote  of  the  House  of  Commons,  that  decla- 
Sir  William  Strickland.  il  Mr.  Freeman,  I red  him  duly  elected,  contrary,  perhaps,  to  the 
think  this  question  depends  upon  two  parts,  last  determination  in  parliament,  which  in  every 
wd  1 believe  it  the  best  way  to  divide  your  place  is  to  be  the  guide  to  the  returning  officer, 
question; one  part  of  it  concerns  the  rights  and  But  shall  there  then  be  given  in  evidence  no 
liberties  of  this  House,  and  I think  every  body  qualification  of  the  electors?  Nothing  to  prove 
*d!  come  up  to  it : and  as  I would  not  lessen  that  the  persons  admitted  to  vote  were  qualified 
the  privileges  that  belong  to  the  House  of  Com-  according  to  such  last  determination  ? Or  shall 
tnoas.so  l would  not  lessen  any  privilege  of  that  vote  of  the  House  of  Commons,  that  was 
d*  Commons  of  Eugland,  whom  we  here  re-  intended  only  to  bring  him  into  the  House,  re- 
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eover him  5 or  600 1.  damages  ? I take  it  to  be 
so  as  the  law  stands.  Now  it  ought  to  be  seen 
who  hath  the  greater  number  of  legal  votes,  and 
whether  duly  qualified;  and  in  that  case  you 
must  suffer  the  matter  agaiu  to  be  tried  by  the 
court,  and  you  do,  in  some  measure,  make  them 
judges  of  the  qualifications  of  the  electors ; if  it 
were  otherwise,  they  could  not  inquire  into  (lie 
majority  of  legal  votes. — What  happens  in  the 
case  of  a may  or,  may  be  iu  tlie  case  of  a sheriff : I f 
a mayor  or  a constable  may  deny  a man  his  vote 
that  hath  an  uncootroverted  right  in  a corpora- 
tion, a sheriff  may  refuse  a freeholder,  and  strike 
off  enough  to  make  a majority  for  w hom  he 
pleases.  You  had  once  the  case  before  you, 
whether  a sheriff  could  refuse  a scrutiny,  and 
one  or  two  gentlemen  would  have  given  that 
power  to  a sheriff ; but  a learned  gentleman 
thought  it  a dangerous  question,  and  he  desired 
to  come  to  the  merits  of  the  election;  and  that 
was  determined,  and  you  voted  the  worthy  mem- 
ber duly  elected,  and  thought  it  a dangerous 
thing  to  determine  whether  the  officer  had  that 
power  one  way  or  another?  I think  that  part 
of  the  question,  which  concerns  the  qualifica- 
tions ot  the  electors,  ought  to  be  left  out." 

Mr.  Freeman.  " I will  read  the  question/ 
^which  he  did.) 

Marquis  of  Hartingfon.  Sir,  I think  it  is  a 
constant  rule,  where  a question  is  complicated, 
it  is  the  right  of  every  member,  if  he  desire  it, 
to  have  the  question  divided,  and  I think  it  re- 
gular to  do  it  by  an  amendment ; and  therefore 
I second  that  worthy  gentleman,  that  you  would 
leave  out  those  words  that  relate  to  the  quali- 
fication of  the  electors." 

Mr.  Solicitor  General.  “ My  Lord  is  undoubt- 
edly right  in  what  he  desires ; that  if  there  be 
any  words  in  the  question  to  which  gentlemen 
have  a dislike,  that  question  is  not  to  be  put; 
but,  only  whether  those  words  shall  stand  part 
of  the  question:  Therefore  if  those  words  of 
the  qualification  of  the  electors  do  give  offence, 
it  must  be  put,  Whether  they  shall  stand  part 
of  the  question?  But  I hope  at  the  same  time 
gentlemen  will  apprehend,  that  leaving  out 
those  words,  leaves  out  all  you  debated  on." 

Sir  Christopher  Musgrave.  u No  doubt,  if 
any  quesliou  is  complicated,  gentlemen  do  not 
know  how  to  give  an  affirmative  or  a negative, 
and  you  must  divide  it:  But  1 hope  gentlemen 
will  consider  the  latter  part  of  the  question  is 
the  main  thing  whereon  you  have  debated  ; for, 
if  you  do  not  assert  that  you  have  the  power  of 
determining  the  qualifications  of  the  electors, 
you  give  up  the  right  of  the  Commons  of  Eng- 
land : I do  agree  that  the  question  may  be 
divided." 

Mr.  'Freeman.  u That  which  is  debated  now, 
is,  Whether  these  words  shall  stand  part  of  the 
question 

Sir  Thomas  Meres.  <(  Sir,  I think  the  question 
ought  to  be  divided." 


{{(solutions  qf  the  Commons  on  the  Case.  [JO 

Mr.  Freeman.  “ The  question,  as  I have 
upon  my  Paper,  is  this : 

“ That  according  to  the  known  law  and  us»j 
of  parliament,  neitlier  the  qualification  of  at 
elector,  or  the  right  of  any  person  elected, 
cognizable  or  determinable  elsewhere  than  b 
fore  the  Commons  of  England  in  parbaiae 
assembled,  except  in  such  ca^es  as  are  special 
provided  for  by  act  of  parliament." 

“ But  some.gcntlemen  are  fur  leaving  out  the 
words,  [“  Neither  the  qualification  oianyeif 
tor,  or'*]  So  that  I must  put  a quests 
Whether  these  words  shall  stand  part  of  t 
question  ?"  ( Members.  Aye,  aye.) 

Then  Mr.  Freeman  put  the  Question,  ii 
tlie  Committee  divided. 

Teller  for  the  Ayes,  Mr.  Gulston,  - - - t 

Teller  for  the  Noes,  Mr.  Wylde,  - - - - 1 

So  it  was  carried,  that  those  words  shot 
stand  part  of  the  question. 

And  the  niaiu  Question  being  put, 

Resolutions  of  the  Commons  on  the  Cm 
Resolved,  2.  “ That  according  to  the  knoi 
law  and  usage  of  parliament,  neither  the  qui 
ficatiou  of  any  elector,  or  the  right  of  any  pi 
son  elected,  is  cognizable  or  determinable  di 
where  than  before  the  Commons  of  England 
parliament  assembled,  except  in  such  c#sn 
ure  specially  provided  for  by  act  uf  parliamen 

Resolved,  3.  “ That  the  examining  and  < 
Ic  miming  the  qualification  or  right  of  s 
elector,  or  any  person  elected  to  serve  in  p 
li ament,  in  any  court  of  law,  or  elsewhere  til 
before  the  Commons  of  England  in  parlianx 
assembled,  exoept  in  such  cases  as  are  specut 
provided  for  by  act  of  parliament,  will  apt 
all  mayors,  bailiffs,  and  other  officers,  wbof 
obliged  to  take  the  poll,  and  make  a r«« 
thereupon,  to  multiplicity  of  actions,  vexatn 
suits,  and  unsupportable  expences,  and  will  si 
ject  them  to  different  and  independent  jul 
dictions,  and  inconsistent  determinations  in  I 
same  case,  without  relief." 

Resolved,  4.  “ That  Matthew  Ashby  hani 
in  contempt  of  tlie  jurisdiction  of  this  Hoa 
commenced  and  prosecuted  an  action  at  ca 
mon  law  against  William  White,  nndotl* 
tlie  constables  of  Aylesbury,  for  not  receiri 
his  Vote  at  an  election  of  burgesses  to  serve 
parliament  for  the  said  borough  of  Aylesb# 
is  guilty  of  a breach  of  the  privilege  of  t 
House." 

Resolved,  5.  u That  whoever  shall  presci 
to  commence  or  prosecute  any  action,  indi 
inent,  or  information  at  common-law,  whi 
shall  bring  the  right  of  electors,  or  per* 
elected  to  serve  in  parliament,  to  the  det1 
mination  of  any  other  jurisdiction  than  that 
the  House  of  Commons,  except  in  cases  spe 
ally  provided  for  by  act  of  parliament,  « 
person  and  persons,  and  all  attornies,  « 
citors,  counsellors,  serjeants  at  law,  solicit 
prosecuting,  or  pleading  in  any  such  case,  i 
guilty  of  a high  breach  of  the  privilege  of  » 
House." 

Ordered,  “ That  tlie  said  Resolutions  U M 
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op  on  Westminster-Hall  Gate,  signed  by  the 

derk.* 

These  Resolutions,  with  this  (to  wit. 

Resolved,  1.  “ That  according  to  the  known 
hws  and  usage  of  parliament,  it  is  the  sole  right 
of  the  Commons  of  England  in  parliament  as- 
sembled, except  in  cases  otherwise  provided  for 
fcr  ac;  of  parliament,  to  examine  and  deter- 
mine all  matters  relating  to  the  right  of  elec- 
t»a»  of  tbeir  own  members,)”  before  passed 
it  the  Committee,  were  reported  to  the  House. 

LdaU  thereon .]  January  26,  1704.  Mr. 
Freeman  reported  the  fire  Resolutions  agreed 
lo  by  die  Committee,  the  first  Resolution  was 
Mt  opposed,  but  after  the  second  Resolution 

u That  according  to  the  known  law  and  usage 
4 parliament,  neither  the  qualification  of  any 
drctor,  or  ibe  right  of  any  person  elected,  is 
togBoable  or  determinable  elsewhere  than  be- 
fcte  the  Commons  of  England  in  parliament  as- 
laibled,  except  in  such  cases  as  are  specially 
jnmdeJ  for  by  act  of  parliament) 

Was  read  the  second  time  by  the  clerk,  tke 
flpestion  (according  to  order)  being  proposed 
hi  >|ree  with  the  Committee  in  that  Resolution, 
lie  marquis  of  Harrington  stood  up  in  his  place, 
mi  spoke  to  this  effect : 

, Marquis  of  Huriington.  I do  not  expect 

* House  will  be  of  a different  opinion  from 

* Committee ; but  I think  it  is  my  duty, 
ien  I apprehend  what  you  are  doing  will  be 
’ ill  const queuce  to  the  constitution,  to  give 
J dissent  in  every  step.  1 think  it  will  be 
jogerous  to  the  very  being  of  this  House : If 
u maxim  had  been  allowed  formerly,  1 think 
ere  would  have  been  no  need  of  taking  away 

charters,  and  of  quo  warranto'* ; by  the 
Bwnee  of  officers  they  might  have  filled 
feHoose  with  what  members  they  had  pleas- 
I,  tnd  then  they  could  have  voted  themselves 
elected. 

bir  William  Strickland.  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
agree  to  tins  Resolution ; I think  it  de- 
Jpw  the  people  of  England  of  their  birth- 
■kt:  Fur  they  who  have  freeholds  in  any  of 
j#*®  cnaaties,  or  freedoms  in  any  corporation, 
|Pt*  as  much  right  to  vote  in  elections  to  pnr- 
■Onw,  as  they  have  to  their  estates.  And  if 
5**  2ttuieman  would  subject  them  to  such 
■jKrwy  proceedings,  that  a sheriff,  or  any 
omcer,  may  deny  them  this  privilege,  give 
fcvkbertr  to  say, I must  be  always  ag  linst  any 
*d>  dung;  for  tbough  you  can  punish  the 
^htn,  you  cannot  give  any  satisfaction  to  him 
tias  receives  the  injury. 

Mr.  St.  John . Sir,  I do  not  rise  up  to  trou- 
**  too  long,  but  to  speak  to  one  point  that 
J*  mentioned  hy  a noble  lord  over  the  vray. 
be  as  tender  as  nny  man  alive  of  doing 
sgamst  the  liberty  of  the  people;  but 

* this,  because  I take  it  to  be  the  great- 

* **wnty  for  their  liberty.  The  noble  lord 


was  pleased  to  take  notice,  that  in  the  conse- 
quence the  crown  would  have  a great  influence 
on  those  that  are  to  return  the  members  of  the 
House  of  Commons;  and  when  they  were  in, 
thty  might  vote  for  one  another.  I cannot 
think  that  the  liberties  of  the  people  of  England 
are  safer  in  any  hands  below,  or  that  the  in- 
fluence of  the  crown  will  be  stronger  here  than 
in  other  courts. 

Marquis  of  Hartington.  I think  that  gen- 
tleman hath  not  answered  what  I said.  I 
shall  never  have  any  suspicion  of  any  that  sit 
in  this  house  now ; but  when  those  that  have 
no  right  are  returned,  and  make  a majority,  I 
think  it  will  not  be  safe. 

Mr.  Ward.  I do  not  apprehend  that  con- 
sequence from  this  Resolution,  l think  if  it  was 
so,  this  should  have  been  offered  before  the 
first  Resolution  Was  passed,  which  hath  passed 
in  the  House  and  Committee,  neminc  contradi- 
cente ; for  you  cannot  determine  the  right  of 
any  members  sitting  here  without  determin- 
ing the  right  of  the  electors. 

Mr.  Lowndes.  I cannot  but  think  it  will  be 
harder  to  influence  this  House  to  get  on  ill  vote, 
than  it  will  be  in  another  place:  However,  if  I 
am  a freeholder,  nnd  have  a right  to  vote  in  a 
county,  or  a freeman,  and  have  a right  to  vote 
in  a borough,  by  admitting  persons  to  vote  that 
have  no  right,  it  may  lie  as  much  prejudice  to 
me,  for  that  may  make  my  vote  signify  nothing : 
And  there  is  as  much  injury  one  way  as  the 
other.  If  all  the  people  of  England  who  have 
a vote,  should  go  together  by  the  ears  iu  West- 
minster-lmll  and  dispute  there  who  has  a right 
vote,  and  who  not,  I believe  the  judges  of  the 
common-law  and  noble  peers  of  the  other 
House,  would  be  glad,  in  a little  time,  to  re- 
store the  right  where  it  is,  it  would  breed  so 
much  confusion.  If  gentlemen  are  not  satis- 
fied already,  they  may  easily  be  so,  That  there 
is  no  defect  of  power  in  this  House,  but  they 
have  a power  to  do  justice  in  all  cases  of  elec- 
tions, and  I hope  every  body  will  take  care  not 
only  to  maintain  the  rights  of  the  people  that 
sent  them  hither,  but  the  tmst  lodged  in  them, 
which  they  cannot  depart  from  by  the  rules  of 
justice. 

Then  the  second,  with  the  other  three  Re- 
solutions passed  in  the  Committee,  was  agreed 
to  by  the  House  without  a division,  with  thii 
amendment  only,  of  leaving  out  [at  common- 
law]  in  the  fifth  Resolution. 

Hut  the  House,  though  they  voted  Ashby 
guilty  of  a breach  of  privilege,  in  commencing 
and  prosecuting  the  said  action,  yet  there  hav- 
ing been  no  declaration  of  the  House  in  that 
case  before,  they  made  no  order  for  taking  him 
into  custody,  as  usual  in  cases  of  breach  of  pri- 
vilege. 

Proceedings  in  the  House  op  Lords.] 
Upon  these  Proceedings  of  the  Hou«e  of  Com- 
mons, the  House  of  Lords  appointed  a Com- 
mittee, who  drew  up  The  State  of  the  Cose 
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upon  the  Writ  of  Error  in  their  House  ; which 
is  as  lolloweth  : 

The  Report  of  the  Lords  Committees  appoint- 
ed to  draw  up  the  State  of  the  Case  upon 
the  Writ  of  Error,  lately  depending  in  the 
House  of  Peers ; wherein  Matthew  Ashby 
was  plaintiff,  and  William  White,  and 
others,  defendants.  With  the  Resolutions 
of  the  House  of  Peers,  relating  thereunto  *. 

Ashby  against  White, & off. 

The  Plaintiff  in  this  action  declares,  That  the  ! 
S6th  of  December,  in  the  12th  year  of  king  ; 
William  the  3rd,  a writ  issued  out  ofChancery,  1 
directed  to  the  sheriff  of  Bucks,  reciting,  That  , 
the  king  had  ordered  a parliament  to  he  held 
nt  Westminster,  on  the  6th  of  February  fol-  ! 
lowing:  The  writ  commanded  the  sheriff  to  j 
cause  to  be  elected  for  the  county  two  knights,  . 
for  every  city  two  citizens : and  for  every  | 
borough,  two  burgesses;  which  writ  was  de-  ! 
livered  to  the  sheriff,  who  made  a precept  in  ' 
writing  under  the  seal  of  his  office,  directed  to 
the  constables  of  the  borough  of  Aylesbury,  com-  j 
wand mg  them  to  cause  two  burgesses  of  the 
said  borough  to  be  elected,  &c.  which  precept 
was  delivered  to  the  defendants,  to  whom  it  | 
did  belong  to  execute  the  same.  By  virtue  of  • 
which  writ  and  precept,  the  burgesses  of  the  ' 
borough,  being  summoned,  did  asemhlc  before  | 
the  defendants  to  elect  two  burgesses;  and  | 
they  beiii£  so  assembled,  in  order  to  make  such  j 
election,  the  plaintiff  being  then  a burgess,  and  | 
inhabitant  of  that  borough,  being  duly  qualified  | 
to  give  bis  vote  at  that  election,  was  there 
ready,  nod  offered  his  vote  to  the  defendants 
for  the  choice  of  sir  Thomas  Lee,  hart,  and 
•Simon  Mayne,  esq.  and  the  defendants  were 
then  required  to  receive  and  admit  of  his  vote. 

The  defendants  being  not  ignorant  of  the 
premises,  but  contriving,  and  fraudulently  and 
maliciously  intended  to  damnify  the  plaintiff, 
and  to  defeat  him  of  that  his  puvilege,  did 
hinder  him  from  giving  his  vote : so  that  the 
two  burgesses  were  elected  without  any  vote  j 
given  by  the  plaintiff,  to  his  damage,  &c.  upon  i 
not  guilty  pleaded,  the  case  went  down  to  trial,  ! 
and  a verdict  was  given  for  the  plaintiff,  and  | 
five  pounds  damages  and  also  costs. 

It  was  moved  in  the  court  of  King’s- bench  in  j 
arrest  of  judgment,  that  this  action  did  noi  lie, 
ami  that  point  was  argued  by  counsel,  and  | 
afterward*  by  the  Court. 

• 27  Marti i,  1701.  44  It  is  ordered  by  the  i 
Lords  spiritual  and  temporal  in  parliament  as-  ' 
^embled,  That  the  Report  made  from  the  Lords 
committees  appointed  to  draw  up  the  State  of 
the  Case  upon  the  Writ  of  Error,  lately  de- 
pending in  this  House  ; wherein  Matthew  Ash- 
by was  plaintiff,  uiidWilliam  White,  and  others, 
defendants,  and  the  Resolutions  made  this  day 
relating  thereunto,  shall  be  forthwith  printed 
and  published.  MaLth.  Johnson,  Cleric.  Parlia- 
rnentor."  » 

f §a!k«ld*s  Reports,  fol.  19,  in  Case. 


The  Lord  Chief  Justice  Holt  was  of  opinion, 
that  judgment  in  this  case  ought  to  he  Riven  for 
die  plaintiff;  hut  Mr.  Justice  Po»el,  Mr.  Jus- 
tice Pow  is,  and  Mr.  Justice  Gold  being  of  a 
different  opinion,  judgment  was  entered  for  the 
defendant  ; Whereupon  the  plaintiff  brought 
a Writ  of  Error  in  parliament ; and  (because 
being  argued  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords 
by  counsel,  and  ten  of  the  judges,  who  were 
present  in  the  House,  being  heard,  and  the 
matter  fully  debated  by  the  Lord?,  • the  House 


• The  Case  of  William  White,  Richard  Td- 
boys,  William  Bell,  and  Richard  Ileydon,  con- 
stables of  the  town  of  A ylesbury,  in  the  county 
of  Bucks,  in  the  year  1700.  in  a Writ  of  Er- 
ror brought  in  the  House  of  Lords  by  Matthew 
Ashby,  upon  a Judgment  given  for  the  consta- 
bles against  him  in  the  court  of  Queen’s-  Bench, 
last  .Michaelmas  Term,  as  drawn  up  by  their 
counsel,  and  presented,  to  the  House. 

The  Plaintiff,  Ashby,  being  a poor,  indigent 
person,  and  coming  to  settle  m Aylesbury,  the 
overseers  of  the  poor  there  warned  him  out  of 
life  parish  unless  he  would  gire  security  to  save 
tlie  parish  harmless ; and  to  the  purpose  com- 
plained to  the  next  justices  of  the  peace,  to  get 
nn  order  to  remove  him:  Whilst  this  matter 
was  in  controversy,  the  election  for  burgesses 
of  parliament  came  on,  and  the  said  Ashby 
offering  himself  to  be  polled,  the  constable-, 
(now  the  defendants)  refused  to  receive  him  to 
poll,  being,  in  their  opinions,  no  settled  inhabi- 
tant there,  nor  did  he  ever  contribute  to  tl* 
church  or  poor,  cither  before  or  since  the  elec- 
tion. After  the  election  was  over,  the  said 
Ashby  brought  his  action  on  the  case  against 
the  constables,  wherein  he  sets  forth,  that  he 
had  right  to  vote  for  burgesses  there,  and  that 
nt  that  election  he  offered  to  poll  for  sirTbo- 
mas  Lee,  and  Mr.  Mayne,  and  that  the  con- 
stables refused  to  receive  bis  poll,  to  his  d»- 
mage  of  200/. 

The  constables  pleaded  Not  Guilty,  anc 
thereupon  a trial  was  had  at  the  assizes  ai 
Buck?),  and  Ashby  got  a verdict  agaiust  them 
and  had  6/.  damages  given. 

Whereupon,  according  to  the  constant  courst 
of  that,  and  all  other  courts,  it  was  moved  it 
incest  of  judgment  in  the  QueenVBcnch 
where  the  action  was  brought ; that  notwitb 
standing  the  verdict,  which  only  found  the  fact 
yet  no  such  action  did  by  law  lie  against  th< 
defendants ; and  nfter  several  arguments  at  th< 
bar,  and  at  last  at  the  Bench,  three  judges 
uiuinst  the  Chief- Justice,  held,  that  the  actioi 
did  not  lie,  and  so  judgment  was  given  for  tin 
constables. 

And  now  the  plaintiff,  Ashby,  hath  brough 
a Wiit  of  Error  in  parliament. 

The  defendants  conceive  the  judgment  ii 
the  Queen’s- Bench  well  warranted  by  law. 

1.  No  such  action  hath  ever  been  brought 
notwithstanding  the  many  elections  that  havi 
been  controverted  every  new  parliament 
whereby  it  is  evident,  that  it  hath  been  tk» 
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wis  of  opinion,  that  the  judgment  given  in  the 
K ?•*'$- Bench  erroneous,  and  that  the 

phunudf  had  a good  cause  of  action,  and  ought 
10  have  judgment. 

To  maiutam  this  opinion,  these  three  posi- 
tions wet  e laid  down  : 

I.  The  plaintiff,  as  a burgess  of  this  borough, 
had  a legal  right  to  give  his  vote  for  the  dec- 
two  of  parliament  burgesses. 

II.  Tnat,  as  a necessary  consequence  there- 
of, and  an  incident  inseparable  to  that  right, 
be  mutt  have  a remedy  to  assert  and  maintain 
SL 

III.  That  is  the  proper  remedy  which  the- 
plaintiff  hath  pursued,  being  supported  by  the 
grounds  and  principles  of  the  ancient  common' 
U*  of  England. 

To  make  good  the  first  position,  that  the 
plamtiff  has  a legal  right  to  give  his  vote  at  the 
decuoQ  of  burgesses  for  this  borough,  it  was 
sud,  that  it  is  well  known,  the  House  of  Com- 
oros consists  of  knights,  citizens,  and  bur- 
gpwe*. 

The  knights  of  shires  represent  nil  the  free- 
holders ot  the  counties.  Anciently,  every  the 
least  freeholder  had  as  much  right  to  give  his 

n ;want  opinion  of  all  lawyers,  and  others,  in 
dl  ages,  that  such  action  would  not  lie. 

2.  Several  acts  of  parliament  have  been 
Bide  to  give  remedy  by  actions  in  Westmin- 
Kcr-halt,  in  some  particular  cases  of  elections  to 
pdrament,  which  shew  there  was  no  remedy 
•t  common  law  in  those  courts. 

3.  There  never  were  but  three  actions  upon 
tkt  case  brought  by  Candidates  for  false  re- 
turns, viz.  Nevill’s  case  in  the  late  times,  and 
» Samuel  Barnard  isron’s  case,  and  Onslow's 
czic  hi  the  time  of  Ling  Charles  2,  in  ail  which 
cases  the  defendants  prevailed  upon  the  point 
of  law,  nz.  that  such  action  would  not  lie. 
Aad  ifsoch  action  doth  not  lie  for  one  elected, 
Bach  less  will  it  lie  for  an  elector. 

4.  T > support  every  action  upon  the  case, 
there  must  be  damage,  in  present i , or  a pos- 
■ttny  of  damage  »a  fntvro , which  there  can- 
w be  in  this  case,  unless  it  be  presumed, 
that,  contrary  to  act  of  parliament,  the  pbiiu- 
tff*ns  to  have  money  for  hi£  vote. 

3 If  theft*  was  Damnum,  (which  there  is 
Mt;  yet  it  cannot  be  pretended  there  was 
“jwia;  and  * damnum  absque  injuria,’  is  not 
Kfecieut  to  supuort  an  action  upon  the  rase. 
As  at  the  common  law  ; if  the  lawful  patron 
ptwented  his  clerk  to  the  bishop  and  be  refused 
to  admit  hint,  it  is  conceived,  mi  action  upon 
case  lay  against  the  bishop,  but  a yuarc 
in  which,  at  common  law,  no  damages  1 
given,  which  is  a much  stronger  case  than 
lius. 

<L  This  is  not  to  lie  compared  to  other  cases, 
the  party  hath  no  remedy  elsewhere 
item  m VVeuQiinftter-hall ; for  here  the  plain- 
to?  hath  a proper  remedy  by  applying  to  the 
Ik** 

of  Commons,  although  the  election  is 
contested  -by  the  candidates,  and  parlia- 
tol  Vk 
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suffrage,  as  the  greatest  owner  of  lands  in  the 
county.  -This  right  was  a part  of  his  freehold, 
and  inherent  in  his  person  by  reason  thereof, 
and  to  which  lie  had  ns  good  a title,  ns  to 
receive  the  natural  profits  of  his  soil.  This 
appears  by  the  stature  of  8 lien.  0,  cap.  7, 
which  recites  the  great  inconvenience  which 
did  arise  in  the  election  of  knights  of  the 
shirt  s,  by  men  that  were  of  small  substance, 
who  pretended  to  have  an  eqonl  right  with 
knights  and  esquires  of  the  same  county,  there- 
foie  that  right  was  abridged,  and  confined  only 
to  such  freeholders  as  had  40$.  per  annum. 
But  thereby  it  appears,  lhat  the  right  which  a 
freeholder  hath  to  vote  in  the  election  for 
knights  of  the  shire,  is  ail  original  and  fun- 
dametital  right  belonging  to  him  as  he  is  a free- 
holder. 

The  second  nnd  third  sort  of  men,  which 
compose  the  great  representation  o!  the  people 
of  England,  are  citizens  and  burgesses,  who, 
though  they  differ  in  name,  yet  are  in  esseucc 
and  substance  the  same,  for  every  city  is  a 
borough,  and,  as  such,  sends  members  to  par* 
li  ament. 

There  arc  two  sorts  of  boroughs,  the  one 
more  antieut,  the  other  more  modern. 

mentary  causes  are  to  be  determined  in  par- 
liament : And  therefore, 

7.  It  is  conceived,  that,  since  this  matter 
concerns  the  election  of  members  to  serve 
in  parliament,  the  courts  of  Westminster- hall 
being  not  empowered  by  an  net  of  parliament 
in  this  ease,  have  no  cognizance  in  it,  but  the 
H«*use  of  Commons  have  the  determination  of 
it : And  this  jurisdiction  is  confirmed  t«>  them 
by  parliament;  for  by  the  act  7 and  8 Will.  3, 
cap.  7.  If  any  person  shall  return  a member 
to  6erve  in  parliament,  contrary  to  the  last  de- 
termination in  the  House  of  Commons,  of  the 
right  of  election,  in  such  place  the  return  shall 
be  adjudged  a false  return  ; by  which  it  is  evi- 
dent, that  the  Commons  are  the  oidy  judges  in 
all  matters  where  the  right  of  election  may 
come  in  question,  as  it  must  of  necessity  do,  in 
all  cases  where  the  question  is,  who  are  the 
elector*. 

8.  If  this  action  should  prevail,  the  chief 
magistrates,  in  all  places  where  the  elections 
are  made,  would  be  in  a miserable  condition 
upon  every  new  parliament,  by  reason  of  a 
multitude  of  actions,  which  probably  Would  be 
brought  against  i hem  upon  all  contested  elec- 
tions, and  by  the  different  judgments  that  pos- 
sibly may  be  given  in  the  House  of  Commons/ 
and  in  Westminster-lmil,  touching  the  same 
election. 

9.  The  laying  it  to  be  done  /also  et  ma~ 

litiote  (which  are  grown  to  be  almost  words  of 
course  in  actions  on  the  case)  cannot  give  a 
jurisdiction  where  it  was  not  before , and,  if 
those  words  shall  be  sufficient,  by  being  an- 
nexed to  a man’s  intention,  almost  all  a man's 
actions  may  brought  into  VVestminster-hall  by 
those  words,  and  subjected  to  the  power  of  a 
jury.  T.  Powts,  Co*.  P*1PP*. 

X 
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Of  tlie  first  sort  ore  the  most  antient  towns  of 
England,  whoso  lauds  arc  held  in  burgage,  and 
by  reason  ilieieof  had  the  right  and  privilege 
annexed  to  their  estates,  of  sending  burgesses 
to  parliament.  The  second  sort  are  those  cities 
and  boroughs  that  have  a right  by  prescription, 
time  immemorial, or  by  charter,  within  time  of 
memory,  to  chuse  burgesses  lor  parliament : 
both  these  are  upon  several  foundations,  the 
one  as  belonging  to  their  burgages,  the 
other  as  belonging  to  their  corporations  ; the 
first  is  a real  right  belonging  to  their  houses 
and  lands,  the  other  is  a personal  right  belong* 
ing  to  their  body-politic. 

As  for  the  first,  it  is  sufficiently  described  in 
Littleton’s  Tenures,  Sect.  162,  163,  164.  A 
tenure  in  burgage  is  a tenure  in  socage,  and  is 
called  a tenure  in  burgage,  because  these  are 
the  most  antient  towns  in  England,  and  from 
thence  came  the  burgesses  to  parliament,  and 
they  who  have  this  privilege,  have  it  as  belong- 
ing to  their  estates  or  possessions. 

The  other  right  of  chusing  parliament  bur- 
gesses, is  not  annexed  to  any  freehold  or  estate 
in  possession,  but  vested  in  the  corporation  of 
the  place,  and  is  created  in  this  manner,  viz. 

When  a town  was  incorporated,  a grant  was 
either  then,  or  after,  made  to  the  body  politic, 
that  they  shall  have  two  burgesses  for  parlia- 
ment, to  be  chosen  either  by  all  the  freemen 
and  inhabitants  of  the  place,  or  such  a selected 
number  as  is  prescribed  by  the  charter. 

The  inheritance  of  this  privilege  is  in  the 
whole  corporation  aggregate,  but  the  benefit, 
possession,  and  exercise  is  in  the  persons  of 
those,  who  by  the  constitutions  of  those  char- 
ters, are  appointed  to  elect. 

And  in  nil  cases,  where  a corporation  hath 
such  a privilege,  the  members  thereof,  in  their 
private  capacity,  have  the  benefit  and  enjoy- 
ment thereof,  because,  the  corporation,  as  such, 
is  not  to  be  represented  : For  it  is  not  neces- 
sary that  it  should  have  any  estate,  but  bj 
being  a corporation,  they  have  only  a capacity 
to  have  estates.  Jones  165.  Hy ward  and  Ful- 
cher. For  as  the  citizens  and  freemen  of  a 
place  are  incorporated  for  the  better  govern- 
ment of  those  of  the  place,  so  is  this  privilege 
of  having  burgesses  given  for  the  advantage  of 
the  particular  members  thereof,  whose  estates 
arc  to  be  bound  by  the  acts  of  their  represen- 
tatives. 

And  therefore  the  wages  of  citizens  and 
burgesses  were  always  levied,  not  upon  the 
estates  or  goods  of  the  corporation,  but 
upon  the  goods  aud  estates  of  the  members 
thereof.* 

It  appears  by  other  instances,  that  it  is  usual 
and  proper  for  corporations  to  have  interests 
grunlod  to  them,  which  enure  to  the  advantage 
of  the  Winters  in  their  private  capacities. 
Moore  832.  Sir  Thomas  Waller  versus  Hanger. 
The  king  granted  to  the  mayor  and  citizens  of 
Loudon,  that  no  prisage  be  paid  for  wines  of 
the  citizens  and  freemen  of  London.  This 
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enures  to  the  benefit  of  every  citizen  and  free- 
man of  London  for  his  own  wines,  in  which  die 
corporation  of  the  city  hath  no  interest. 

But  there  is  no  such  notion  in  the  law  of 
England,  as  a right  without  a remedy. 

The  same  thing  appears  by  the  Case  of 
Waller  and  Spateman,  1 Saund.  343.  and  hy  a 
Case  of  Metier  and  Walker.  These  instances 
make  it  sufficiently  appear,  that  though  the  in- 
heritance of  this  franchise  he  in  the  body  cor- 
porate, yet  it  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  particular 
members  thereof:  And  it  is  certainly  a great 
advantage  for  the  men  or  inhabitants  of  a place 
to  chuse  persons  to  represent  them  in  parlia- 
ment, who  thereby,  will  have  an  opportunity, 
and  be  under  an  obligation  to  represent  their 
grievances,  and  advance  their  profit. 

Of  this  opinion  have  two  parliaments  been, 
as  appears  by  two  several  acts,  the  one  34  and 
35  II.  8,  cap.  13,  the  other  25  Car.  2, cap.  9. 
The  first  is  an  act  for  making  knights  and  bur- 
gesses within  the  county  and  city  of  Chester, 
which  begins  in  this  manner,  In  humble  wise 
shew  to  your  majesty,  the  inhabitants  of  your 
grace’s  county  Falaiine  of  Chester,  that  they 
being  excluded  and  separated  from  your  high 
court  of  parliament,  to  have  any  burgesses 
within  the  said  Court,  by  reason  whereof,  the 
inhabitants  have  hitherto  sustained  manifold 
losses,  and  damages,  as  well  in  their  lands  as 
goods  and  bodits  : Therefore  it  was  enacted, 
that  they  should  have  knights  for  the  county, 
and  citizcus  for  the  city  of  Chester  : The  other 
act,  which  constitutes  knights  and  burgesses  for 
the  county  Palatine,  and  city  of  Durham,  re- 
cites, that  the  inhabitants  thereof  hitherto  bad 
not  the  liberty  and  privilege  of  electing  and 
sending  knights  and  burgesses  to  the  High 
Court  of  Parliament. 

The  application  of  these  two  acts  is  very 
plain ; the  first  saith,  to  be  excluded  from  send- 
ing knights  and  burgesses  to  parliament,  is  a 
damage  to  lands,  goods,  and  body  ; the  other 
saith,  that  it  is  a liberty  and  privilege  to  send 
them. 

This  the  right  of  election  is  explained,  and 
shewed  to  he  a legal  right. 

That  of  electing  knights  of  shires,  belonging 
to  and  inherent  in  the  freehold. 

The  other,  of  electing  burgesses,  belongs  in 
some  cities  and  towns  to  (he  real  estates  of  the 
inhabitants;  and  in  others,  is  vested  in  the 
corporation,  for  the  benefit  of  the  particular 
members,  who  are  the  electors;  the  having  of 
which  is  a great  benefit  and  advantage  to  the 
people  i hereof  and  will  prevent  great  loss  and 
damage  that  otherwise  would  cusue. 

II,  It  follows,  that  in  consequence  of  this 
right  or  privilege,  the  possessors  thereof  must 
have  a legal  remedy  to  assert  and  maintain  it. 

It  wus  said,  that  there  are  many  rights  for 
which  a man  has  no  remedy  by  the  common 
law,  as  in  case  of  a legacy  given,  if  it  be  not 
paid,  tbe  party  cannot  bring  an  action  for  it. 
This  is  very  true,  but  not  applicable  to  the  pre- 
sent purpose;  for  the  coostitution  of  the  Log* 


46  Edward  3,  M.  4.  dorso,  &c. 


S09]  PARL.  HISTORY,  3 Anne,  1704. — Case  of  Ashby  and  While,  [310 


government  has  w isely  distributed  to  se- 
reral  courts,  the  determination  of  proper 
ratxses,  but  has  left  no  subject,  in  any  case 
where  he  is  injured,  without  an  adequute  re- 
medy, if  he  will  go  to  the  right  place  for  it ; if 
a man  will  seek  for  a remedy  at  common  law, 
for  a legacy,  which  by  our  constitution  is  to  be 
recovered  in  the  Ecclesiastical  Court,  it  is  his 
own  fault  if  he  do  not  recover;  as  it  would  be, 
if  he  should  begin  a suit  for  land  in  the  Court 
of  Admi rally,  or  go  for  equity  to  the  Common 
Plea*. 

He  who  loses  or  quits  his  remedy,  loses  his 
right:  if  a man  has  a bond  for  payment  of 
1,000/.  he  has  no  remedy  to  recover  this  money 
tut  by  action  : therefore,  if  he  releases  all  ac- 
tion*. be  loses  right  to  the  money,  because  lie 
las  given  away  the  means  to  recover  it.  Coke’s 
6th  Rep.  58,  Bredraau’s  Case.  If  a man  pur- 
chases an  advowson,  and  at  the  next  avoidance 
lufiers  an  usurpation,  and  brings  not  the  q\tare 
tzptdit  in  time,  he  hath  lost  all  manner  of  re- 
medy, and  in  consequence  his  right,  to  which 
neither  he  nor  his  heirs  can  ever  be  restored. 
Would  it  not  look  very  strange  in  a constitu- 
«»on  so  formed,  that  the  Commons  of  England 
We  an  undoubted  share  in  the  legislative  au- 
thority, which  is  to  be  exercised  by  their  repre- 
icntatives  chosen  by  themselves,  in  which  every 
freeholder  of  40*.  per  ann.  hath  n right  to  vote 
fcr  the  county,  every  citizen  for  a city,  nnd 
every  burgess  for  a borough : that,  if  the  sheriff, 
or  other  officer,  who  is  to  cause  the  election  to 
he  duly  made,  shall  hinder  or  deprive  any  of 
those  electors  of  his  right,  the  person  injured 
shall  have  no  remedy,  though  the  injury  be 
done  to  such  a right,  upon  the  security  whereof 
the  lives,  liberty,  and  property  of  all  the  peo- 
ple of  England  so  much  depend. 

That  the  defendants,  in  this  case,  by  hinder- 
io»  the  plain  lift'  from  voting,  have  done  ill,  can- 
not be  denied ; because  they  have  excluded 
one  who  has  a right  from  his  vote.  Then,  if 
the  law  doth  not  allow  an  action  to  the  party 
isjared,  it  tolerates  the  injury,  which  is  absurd 
to  *ay  i*  tolerable  in  any  government. 

There  was  much  weight  laid  upon  the  case 
of  Ford  and  Hoskins,  2 Cro.  386,  Mo.  142, 
which  is,  that  whetc,  by  the  custom  of  the 
aonor,  every  tenant  for  life  might  name  his 
■ lccwsor  for  his  life,  whom  the  lord  is  to  ad- 
nut;  done  be  named,  and  the  lord  refuses  to 
admit  him,  it  was  held,  an  action  on  this  case 
*ouid  not  lie;  because  the  nominee  had  no 
r*§U  without  being  admitted.  But  the  reason 
ptea  fur  that  opinion  *hews  it  has  no  relation 
to  this  case,  for  the  plaintiff's  right  of  voting 
» vested  in  him,  without  any  previous  ad- 
mittance, therefore  though  it  should  be  law, 
dwt  no  action  will  lie  for  not  giving  a right, 
yet  certainly  an  action  must  lie,  for  defrauding 
acd  bindenug  a man  to  enjoy  a right  that  he 
kith. 

When  any  statute  requires  an  act  to  be  done 
for  the  benefit  of  another,  or  to  forbear  the 
'iwai  of  an  act,  which  may  be  to  his  injury, 
no  action  be  given  in  express  terms  by 


that  statute,  for  the  omission  or  commission, 
the  general  rule  of  law,  in  all  such  cases,  is, 
that  the  party  injured  shall  have  an  action. 
Coke  10  Rep.  75.  The  Case  of  the  Marshai- 
soo,  12  Rep.  100,  Co.  Mag.  Car.  118.  This 
is  a maxim  allowed  and  approved  of  in  all  ages. 

There  is  the  same  reason  where  the  common 
law  gives  a right,  or  prohibits  doing  a wrong : 
but  in  this  case  an  net  of  Parliament  is  not 
wonting,  for  the  statute  of  Wc  st.  1.  c.  5,  enacts, 
That  elections  shall  be  free  ; if  he  who  hath  a 
right  to  vote  he  hindered  by  him  who  is  to  take 
his  vote,  or  to  manage  the  election,  that  elec- 
tion is  not  free,  such  an  impediment  is  a ma- 
nifest violation  of  that  statute,  as  well  ns  an 
injury  to  the  party  whose  vote  is  refused.  This 
statute  of  West.  1,  shews  what  opinion  the 
king  and  parliament  had,  of  the  great  conse- 
quence it  was  to  the  whole  realm,  that  people 
should  have  their  freedom  in  choice  ; and 
though  the  common  law  was  the  same  before,  as 
appears  even  by  the  statute  itself,  the  words 
whereof  are,  Elections  ought  to  be  free  ; yet  it 
was  judged  necessary  to  add  the  sanction  of  an 
act  of  parliament  thereunto ; the  king  com- 
manded), upon  great  forfeiture,  that  no  great 
man,  or  other,  by  force  of  arms,  or  by  malice, 
or  nienaces,  shall  disturb  any  to  make  free 
election.  The  defendants  did  not,  by  force  of 
arms,  drive  the  plaintiff  aw  ay  from  the  election, 
nor  by  menaces  deter  him,  but  they  did  mali- 
ciously hinder  him  (so  it  is  charged  by  the 
plaintiff  in  the  Declaration,  and  it  is  found  by  the 
jury  to  be  done  by  fraud  and  malice)  and  so  the 
defendants  are  offenders  within  the  very  words 
of  the  statute  of  West.  1.  Where  the  Jaw  is 
so  clear  ns  to  the  right,  and  the  duty  so  strictly 
enjoined  by  net  of  parliament  to  be  ob«erved, 
it  seems  a great  presumption  to  make  it  but  a 
light  thing. 

It  being  apparent  that  tlio-  plaintiff  had  a 
right,  and  that  the  defendants  have  done  him 
wrong,  and  that  by  consequence  of  la%T  be  must 
have  some  remedy  to  vindicate  his  right,  and 
to  repair  the  wrong. 

III.  The  third  thing  to  be  shewn  is,  that  the 
remedy  the  plaintiff'  pursued  by  bringing  this 
action,  is  the  proper  remedy  allowed  by  the  an- 
cient law  of  England. 

This  action  is  that  which  is  called  in  the  law, 
an  action  upon  the  case  ; that  is,  founded  upon 
the  particular  case  of  the  party  injured. 

The  law,  in  all  cases  of  wrong  and  injury, 
hath  provided  proper  and  ndequnte  remedies. 

1.  When  a man  is  injured  in  his  person,  by 
being  beaten  or  wounded,  the  law  gives  him  an 
action  of  trespass,  assault  nnd  battery ; if  by 
being  imprisoned,  an  action  of  false  imprison- 
ment. 

2.  If  bis  goods  be  taken  away,  or  trespass 
done  unto  bis  house  or  lands,  an  action  of  tres- 
pass lies  to  repair  him  in  damages. 

3.  If  a man  hath  a franchise,  and  is  hindered 
in  the  enjoyment  thereof,  the  proper  remedy 
is  an  action  upon  the  case. 

The  plaintiff,  in  this  case,  bath  a privilege 
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and  a franchise,  and  the  defendants  have  dis- 
turbed him  iu  the  enjoyment  thereof,  in  the 
most  essential  part,  which  is  the  right  of  voting. 

4.  Where  any  officer  or  minister  of  justice, 
entrusted  with  the  execution  of  the  process  of 
law,  does  an  injury,  an  action  of  the  case  lies 
against  him.  If  the  sheriff  will  not  execute  a 
wnt  by  arresting  the  party-defendant,  or  tak- 
ing his  goods,  the  plaintiff  shall  have  his  action 
upon  the  case,  because  he  refused  to  do  his 
duty,  to  the  plaintiff’s  damage. 

The  precept  which  the  defendants  received 
from  the  sheritf  in  this  case,  was  founded  upon 
the  king’s  writ r and  the  defendants  are  com- 
manded, to  cause  two  burgesses  to  be  elected 
for  the  borough  of  Aylesbury,  of  which  they 
are  to  give  notice,  and  to  admit  every  one  wiio 
hath  a vote  to  make  use  of  it ; if  they  refuse 
any  man  to  vole  who  hath  a right,  they  act 
contrary  to  the  duty  of  their  office. 

It  was  objected,  that  it  did  not  appear  that 
the  persons  for  whom  the  plaintiff  voted,  were 
elected,  nor  that  they  w ould  have  been  elected 
if  his  vote  had  been  admitted. 

The  Answer  is,  that  it  is  not  material 
whether  the  person  for  whom  the  plaintiff 
voted  was  chosen,  if  his  vote  had  been  taken; 
his  right  and  privilege  is  to  give  his  suffrage,  to 
he  a party  iu  the  election  ; if  he  be  excluded 
from  it  he  is  wronged,  though  the  persons 
for  whom  he  would  have  given  his  vote  were 
elected. 

The  right  of  action  must  accrue  upon  the 
refusal  of  the  vote,  and  is  never  to  he  made 
better  or  worse  by  the  return,  which  is  a matter 
ex  post  facto. 

It  was  said  in  the  arguing  this  case,  that  the 
plaiulilf  had  no  damage ; or  at  least,  that  there 
was  no  such  injury  or  damage  done  to  him  as 
would  support  an  action. 

The  Answer  to  that  is,  that  the  law  will 
never  imagine  any  such  thing  as  injuria  sine 
damno.  Every  injury  imports  damage  in  the 
nature  of  it.  If  a man  pick  a lock,  and  come 
into  an  house  without  the  consent  of  thoowner, 
perhaps  there  is  no  pecuniary  damage  done  to 
the  value  of  a farthing ; yet  the  owner  shall 
have  un  actiou  against  him,  and  recover  dama- 
ges for  the  invasion  of  his  possession  and  pro- 
perty, There  are  many  cases  of  ihe  suine 
nature,  which  have  been  determined  upon  this 
ground.  In  the  case  between  Starling  and 
Turner,  24  Car.  2.  iu  con.  ban.  (see  Veutris 
first  parr,  page  206.)  and  afterwards  in  ban. 
reg.  The  plaintiff  Turner,  amongst  others 
stood  to  be  one  of  the  Bridge- Masters  of  Lon- 
don Bridge,  which  officer  is  to  l»e  elected  by  a 
common  hall  of  the  city  of  London  : the  ques- 
tion was,  wiio  hud  the  greatest  number  of 
voices?  the  plaintiff  demanded  the  poll ; and 
the  defendant,  beiug  tiien  Lord-Mayor  of  Loo- 
don,  refused  it:  it  was  adjudged,  that  the 
action  was  maintainable  for  refusing  the  poll; 
because  every  candidate  has  a right  to  have ; 
and  thougii  perhaps  if  the  poll  had  been  grant- 
ed to  the  plaintiff  in  that  action,  it  might  have 
bepa  against  uiia,  yet  the  denial  of  that  right 


w as  a good  ground  of  action.  Upon  the  same 
reason,  the  case  29  Ed. 3.  18.  was  determined; 
and  also  the  case  of  limit  and  Dowqaau,  2 Car. 
487.  2 Rolls  21. 

It  is  apparent  by  what  has  been  said,  that 
the  plaintiff  in  this  present  case  hath  been  in- 
jured, in  being  denied  his  right;  and  uo  good 
reason  can  he  assigned  that  so  affects  this  case, 
a*  to  make  it  differ  from  other  cases  ; though 
to  that  purpose  several  matters  were  urged  and 
insisted  upon.  As  first,  that  this  would  be  the 
occasion  of  many  actions. 

If  that  be  so,  there  is  the  greater  reason  to 
support  this  action,  to  punish  the  many  wrongs 
that  have  been  done,  which  w ill  prevent  any 
more  of  the  like  nature.  If  offences  multiply, 
remedies  against  them  ought  to  be  advanced. 
If  other  officers  of  boroughs  have  been,  or  shall 
be  guilty  of  the  like  misfeasances,  ns  these  de- 
fendants have  bem,  it  is  fit  they  should  be  lia- 
ble, as  these  defendants  aie,  to  make  satisfac- 
tion. If  one  man  be  beat  and  imprisoned,  is  it 
any  objection  against  his  having  an  actiou,  be- 
cause all  otliers  who  shall  be  os  ill  treated  as  he 
hath  been,  shall  have  the  hke  remedies?  The 
only  me  ms  to  hinder  corrup>i«>ns  that  will  sooa 
become  frequent  among  those  officers  of  bo- 
roughs and  corporations,  is,  to  let  them  see  that 
they  are  obnoxious  to  the  law,  and  that  their 
purges  must  make  satisfaction  to  all  whom  they 
shall  injure  in  this  manner.  If  is  true,  if  one 
act  which  tends  to  the  injury  of  many  persons 
he  committed,  no  one  person  injured  shall  be 
allowed  to  have  an  action,  because  the  rest 
might  have  the  »ame.  Co.  5.  Hep.  72.  Wil- 
liam’s case,  3 Cr.  664.  Piiieux  ver*  Hovenden ; 
as  the  case  of  not  saying  divine  service  in  a 
chapel  of  a minor,  to  the  lord  and  tenants ; or 
for  stopping  of  a lane  or  common  way,  because 
the  de  endunt,  for  one  act,  would  have  a u-ol- 
titude  of  suits  against  him,  the  injury  alike  af- 
fecting a multitude:  but  the  lelusal  of  every 
vote  is  a distinct  act : the  party  grieved,  who®* 
vote  was  denied,  can  only  bring  an  action  lor 
the  refusal;  the  others  whose  votes  were  ad- 
mitted are  not  concerned.  And  if  an  officer 
denies  an  hundred,  who  have  a right,  these  are 
a hundred  several  wrongs,  for  which  he  ought  to 
be  liable  to  as  many  several  actions.  As  if  o 
man  wit]  make  it  his  business  to  fling  stones, 
and  shnll  hit  a hundred  several  men,  he  inu»t 
make  satisfaction  to  them  all:  hut  surely  d»» 
is  so  fur  from  being  an  objection,  that  it  w • 
strong  argument  to  support  the  action : for  if 
tho  mayor  or  bailiff  of  a borough  shall  have  li- 
berty to  refuse  men  who  have  votes,  ho  c30 
easily  make  a majority  to  vote  on  his  side ; aed 
then,  what  will  become  of  eiertious?  the  officer 
will  return  him  that  is  elected  by  a majority  of 
his  own  making,  by  excluding  the  votes  of 
others  that  have  right. 

This  would  encourage  officers  to  be  partial  and 
corrupt,  and  to  return  divers  persons  elected  in 
tlmt  manner,  who  at  least  must  have  possession  of 
seats  in  the  House  of  Commons  for  some  tun** 
and  give  voices  in  the  making  laws,  and  impos- 
ing of  taxes,  until  the  right  of  election  be  detst* 
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tamed.  And  though,  upon  hearing  the  cause 
ui  the  House  of  Commons,  this  matter  may  be 
tti  right  at  last ; yet,  what  can  compensate  for 
tbe  mischief  that  may  be  done  to  the  kingdom 
in  toe  mean  lime,  by  the  votes  of  those  who 
shill  be  particularly  returned,  and  are  not  the 
representatives  of  the  people  of  the  place  who 
are  to  chose  them. 

Besides,  the  before-mentioned  rules  against 
oaJuplying  actions,  is  confined  to  such  acts 
■i*re  there  is  another  remedy  to  be  had  ; but 
■here  there  is  no  other  remedy  but  an  action, 
tie  wrong  doer  must  answ  er  to  so  many  several 
lanjtm  as  there  are  persons  injured.  Suppose 
a mao  will  plough  up  the  ground  in  which  a 
bjadxed  persons  have  a common,  he  must  an- 
**tr  all  tiieir  actions.  If  the  inhabitants  of  a 
to»n  have  a common  watering  place,  and  a 
snnjer  stops  the  current,  whereby  the  water 
» diverted,  every  inhabitant  shall  have  his  ac- 
ton, because  there  is  no  other  remedy. 

Tae  tojured  plaintiff,  in  this  case,  has  no 
Nher  remedy  besides  this  action ; no  indictment 
&**,  because  it  is  a personal  wrong  to  the  pnrty, 
tad  not  wrong  to  the  public,  but  only  in  the 
i&ihetfueuce  of  it,  as  an  evil  example,  which 
tesis  to  the  encouragement  of  other  such 
9®em  to  commit  the  like  transgressions  ; nor 
■ bere  any  danger  to  an  honest  officer,  that 
■euu  to  do  his  duty ; for  where  there  is  a real 
touching  the  parties  ri^ht  of  voting,  and 
fcty&cer  makes  use  of  the  best  means  to  be 
Biormed;  and  it  is  plain  his  mistake  arose  from 
(teCiiEcuity  of  the  case,  and  not  from  any  uia* 
or  partial  design,  no  jury  will  find  an 
«&cer  guilty  in  soch  a case,  nor  can  any  court 
■frci  diem  to  do  it ; for  it  is  the  fraud  and  the 
fciiice  that  entitles  the  party  to  the  action  : In 
t-^case,  the  defendants  knew  the  plaintiff  to 
I*  '*  burgess,  and  yet  fraudulently  and  mali- 
°®ody  hindered  him  from  his  right  of  voting  ; 
tod  justice  must  require,  that  such  an  obstinate 
unjust  ministerial  officer  should  not  escape 
indemnity. 

1 •‘sit  the  officer  is  only  ministerial  in  this  case, 
not  a judge,  nor  acting  in  a judicial  capa- 
Gft.ninnst  plain  ; his  hu>ines*>  is  only  to  exo- 
tot  the  precept,  to  assemble  the  electors  to 
the  election,  by  receiving  their  votes, 
c-Eiputing  the ir  number*,  declaring  the  clec- 
***?  sad  returning  the  persons  elected  j the 
BmtF  or  other  officer  of  a borough,  is  put  to 
15  difficulty  j||  this  case,  hut  what  is  absolutely 
fcrtswuy  in  all  cases.  If  nil  execution  he 
a man’s  goods,  the  sheriff  mu>t  nc  Iris 
K™  take  notice  what  g<*ods  a man  has. 

A tot  her  objection  was  made  in  respect  to  the 
n«dty  of  the  action ; it  was  said,  never  any 
*uch  action  w as  brought. 

fn  answer  to  this  objection,  it  may  be  said,  that 
probably  there  have  been  ma*»y  nccasions  g ven 
1 • ''•ringing  such  suits.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  very 
fta  have  ever  been  so  presumptuous  ns  lorauke 
H °brtinate  and  malicimi*.  refusal  of  an  uiniis- 
vote.  It  the  case  has  happened  before,  per- 
hpitbt  party,  out  of  consideration  that  onlysmalj 
were  to  be  expected,  might  be  discou- 


raged, and  think  it  better  to  acquiesce.  And  it 
is  probable,  the  ill-designing  officer  would  be  at 
least  so  cautious,  as  to  refuse  the  votes  of  such 
persons  only,  as  he  thought,  by  reason  of  the 
meanness  of  their  circumstances,  were  unable 
to  vindicate  their  right.  It  is  not  every  one 
that  has  such  a true  English  spirit  as  the 
plaintiff,  who  could  uot  sit  down  meanly  under 
a wrong  done  to  him,  in  one  of  the  most  valua- 
ble privileges  of  an  Englishman.  It  is  not  the 
novelty  of  The  action  that  can  be  urged  against 
it,  if  it  can  be  supported  by  the  old  grounds 
and  principles  of  law  : the  ground  of  law  it 
plain,  certain,  and  universal,  that  where  any 
man  is  injured  in  his  right,  by  being  either  hin- 
dered in,  or  deprived  of  the  enjoyment  thereof, 
the  law  gives  him  an  action  to  repair  himself. 

The  Case  of  Hunt  and  Dowman,  which  was, 
16  .lac.  1.  a.  d.  1618,  of  an  action  by  the  land- 
lord against  the  tenant,  for  hindering  him  from 
searching  his  house  to  -ee  whether  it  w ns  in  re- 
pair, was  never  brought  before  that  time  : and 
tint  of  Turner  and  Starling  was  not  brought  tiU 
23  Car.  2. 

The  law  of  England  is  not  confined  to  parti- 
cular prreedenis  and  cases,  but  consists  in  the 
reason  of  them ; winch  is  much  more  extensive 
than  the  circumstance  of  this  or  that  case : 

4 Ratio  legi*  est  anima  legis ; et  uhi  eadem  ra- 
* tio.  ihi  idem  jus/  are  known  maxims. 

An  action  against  tlie  master  of  a ship,  for 
that  the  ship,  lying  in  the  river  of  Thames,  was 
robhed  was  maintained  upon  the  same  reason 
ns  against  a common  carrier;  yet,  such  an  ac- 
tion was  never  known  until  23  Car  2.  in  the 
Case  of  Moss  and  blue.  1 Car.  15.  Jones  93. 
Palmer  313.  Smith  and  Cranshaw ; an  action 
of  the  case  was  brought  for  maliriou'ly,  and, 
without  any  probable  cause,  indicting  the 
plaintiff  of  hijih  treason  : this  was  the  first  ac- 
tion that  was  ever  brought  in  such  a case  ; and 
yet  it  was  adjudged  maintainable,  upon  the 
san.e  reason  as  upon  a malicious  indictment  of 
felony,  2 Levins  250.  Heming  and  Beal;  an 
action  of  the  case  was  brought  against  the  mayor 
of  u town,  for  refusing  the  plaintiff  to  give  his 
vote  at  the  choice  of  n new  mayor : and  there 
was  not  any  scruple  inode,  but  that  the  action 
did  will  he,  though  that  was  the  first  precedent. 

Ins  granted,  that  if  a freeman,  who  hath  a 
right  to  give  his  vote  for  the  choice  of  a mayor 
he  denied  hU  vote,  he  may  maintain  an  action 
upon  the  case. 

There  can  he  no  difference  between  that 
case  and  this,  unless  it  cun  be  supposed  that 
the  right  to  vote  at  the  election  of  a mayor 
is  of  a higher  estimation  iu  the  ere  of  the  law, 
than  a right  to  chose  members  to  serve  in  the 
high  court  of  parliament. 

This  act  on  is  not  only  founded  upon  the 
reason  of  the  common  law,  but  it  hath  the 
sanction  of  an  act  of  parliament,  vii.  The 
statute  of  West.  2,  cap.  24.  Which  says,  that 
whensoever,  from  thenceforth,  it  shall  fortune 
in  chancery,  that  in  one  case  a writ  is  found, 
and  in  a like  case  falling  under  like  right  and 
wanting  like  remedy,  none  it  found,  the  clerk 
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of  the  chancery  shall  agree  in  making  a w rit, 
and  by  consent  of  men  learned  in  the  law  , a 
writ  shall  he  made,  lest  it  should  happen 
hereafter,  that  the  king’s  court  might  fail  in 
ministring  justice  to  complainants. 

The  objection  most  insisted  on  was,  that 
this  is  a matter  relating  to  parliaments,  and 
ought  to  be  determined  by  the  law  and  custom 
of  parliaments,  and  for  that  reason  is  not 
cognizable  in  the  Queen's  courts. 

lu  answer  to  this  objection,  it  was  shewed, 
first,  that  this  case  is  proper  in  the  nature  of 
it,  to  be  determined  in  the  Queen’s  court. 

2.  There  is  no  other  provision  made  for  the 
laintilf,  who  is  highly  injured  iu  his  right,  but 
y bringing  his  action  iu  the  courts  of  law,  that 
have  power  to  determine  of ‘men’s  lives,  liber- 
ties and  properties. 

First,  the  case  in  the  nature  of  it  is  proper 
for  the  Queen’s  courts.  This  will  be  apparent, 
if  the  several  rights  of  electing  members  to 
serve  in  the  House  of  Commons  be  consi- 
dered. 

The  right  of  chusing  knights  of  the  shire  is 
founded  upon  the  electors  freehold.  Matters 
of  freehold  are  determinable  originally  and  pri- 
marily in  the  Queen’s  court,  by  the  rules  and 
methods  of  the  common  law,  by  a jury  sworn, 
aud  by  the  evidence  of  witnesses  upon  oath  : 
and,  as  the  right  of  the  freehold  is  determi- 
nable there,  so  are  all  benefits,  rights  aud  ad- 
vantages depending  thereupon,  or  belonging 
thereto. 

If  a freeholder’s  voice  be  refused  by  a sheriff, 
what  is  it  should  hinder  the  Queen’s  court 
from  trying  and  determining  this  matter,  like 
all  other  questions  of  freehold,  by  a jury,  upon 
the  oaths  of  witnesses,  or  evidence  in  writing, 
whether  the  plaintiff  that  supposes  himself 
wronged  was  a freeholder,  or  not  ? 

The  right  of  chusing  citizens  and  burgesses 
depends  either  upon  prescription  or  custom,  or 
upon  letters  patents  ; these  are  also  primarily 
and  originally  cognizable  by  the  Queen’s  courts : 
customs  and  prescriptions  are  (liable  by  the 
country,  that  is,  by  a jury  of  twelve  men  of 
that  country,  where  the  custom  is  a Hedged  to 
be : this  is  a kuowu  Jaw  in  all  cases,  without 
exception. 

And,  as  to  letters- patents,  if  pleaded  spe* 
ci&Uy,  tiie  court  must  judge  of  them  ; and,  if 
either  party  conceives  the  court  hath  judged 
amiss,  he  hath  his  remedy  by  Writ  of  Error, 
till  at  lust  it  comes  where  it  will  receive  a final 
judgment.  So  that  every  right  which  an 
elector  can  hare,  is  proper  for  the  determi- 
nation of  the  Queen’s  Court.  There  are  va- 
rious ways  of  election  in  different  boroughs, 
but  they  all  depend  upon  charters  or  customs  ; 
and  therefore  are  not  more  difficult  to  deter- 
mine, than  other  franchises  or  liberties  which 
depend  upon  the  same  foundations. 

And,  whereas  it  was  said,  that  by  a late  act 
of  parliament  iu  the  7 and  8 Will.  3,  the  last 
determination  of  the  House  of  Commons  con- 
cerning the  right  of  elections,  is  to  be  pursued  ; 
it  amounts  to  no  more  than  this,  that  the 


officer  who  is  to  make  the  return  is  to  tal 
care  to  return  him  to  be  elected,  who  is  chosi 
by  a majority  of  electors,  qualified  accordi 
to  the  lust  determination  of  the  House 
Commons  ; if  he  does  so,  he  incurs  no  dang< 
he  is  not  liable  to  an  action,  but  the  Hort.se 
Commons  itself  is  not  bound  by  that  ru 
Now,  suppose  the  officer  will  deny  a utan 
vote,  who,  according  to  the  last  detenninati 
there,  ought  to  have  one;  and  this  the  odic 
did  well  knoiv,  what  is  it  hinders  him  that  h 
right,  according  to  that  determination,  fre 
bringing  his  action  against  the  officer  who  ha 
injured  him  ? It  cannot  be  the  act  of  pari 
meat,  for  the  Queen’s  courts  are  by  law  t 
first  aud  original  expounders  of  the  statutes 
this  realm. 

But,  secondly,  there  is  no  other  court 
jurisdiction  appointed  by  the  law  of  Knglar 
for  determining  the  right,  and  repairing  tl 
injury,  but  the  courts  of  Westminster. 

It  is  a general  rule,  that  whoever  impeach 
the  jurisdiction  of  one  court,  must  entitle  sor 
other  court  to  have  a jurisdiction  of  that  caus 
but  that  is  impossible  to  be  done  in  this  case. 

It  was  said,  that  the  determination  of  t 
right  of  elections  of  members  to  serve  in  ps 
liamenr,  is  the  proper  business  of  the  House 
Commons,  which  they  always  would  be  te 
jealous  of;  aud  thisjurisdiction  of  theirs  is 
uucontosted,  that  they  exercise  a great  pan 
in  that  matter  ; for  they  oblige  that  officer  i 
alter  his  return  according  to  their  judgment 
and  affirm  that  they  cannot  judge  of  the  rig 
of  election,  without  determining  the  right  . 
the  electors  ; and  if  electors  were  nt  liberty  i 
prosecute  suits  touching  their  right  of  givic 
voices,  in  other  courts,  there  might  be  difu.rei 
judgments,  ivhich  would  make  confusion,  ar 
be  dishonourable  to  the  House  of  Common 
and  that  therefore  such  an  action  was  a breac 
of  their  privilege. 

As  to  these  Objections,  several  Answer 
were  given. 

It  was  admitted,  that  the  House  of  Core 
nions  exercise  a jurisdiction,  in  deterruiaiu 
the  right  of  election  of  their  own  members 
and  though  the  time  may  be  assigned,  whe 
that  jurisdiction  was  exercised  in  anotbe 
place,  yet  there  has  been  a usage  long  enoor 
to  hinder  that  point  from  being  drawn  iu  ques 
tion,  especially  after  the  sanction  given  to  it 
by  the  act  made  in  the  seventh  year  of  kin 
William’s  reign. 

But  though  it  be  true,  that  the  merit  of  th 
election  of  a member,  be  a proper  subject  fa 
the  House  of  Commons  to  judge  of,  becaus 
they  only  can  give  the  proper  and  most  effectua 
remedy,  b*y  excluding  the  usurper,  and  giving 
possession  of  the  place  to  him  who  has  th« 
right  ; yet  there  is  a great  difference  betweer 
the  right  of  the  electors,  and  the  right  of  tlx 
elected ; the  one  is  a temporary  right  to  a 
place  in  parliament,  pro  hoc  vice , the  other  is 
a freehold,  or  a franchise  : who  has  a right  t * 
sit  in  the  House  of  Commons  may  be  properly 
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nvi'-iaUe  there ; but  who  line  » right  to 
a matter  origin  ally  established,  even 
before  there  is  a parliament  : a man  has  right 
to  b v freehold  by  the  common  law,  and  the 
h«r  having  annexed  his  right  of  voting  to  his 
freehold,  it  is  of  the  nature  of  his  freehold,  and 
nest  depend  upon  it.  The  same  law  that 
joe?  tom  his  right,  must  defend  it  for  him, 
lodm  other  power  that  will  pretend  to  take 
wsj  the  freehold,  upon  which  it  depends. 

lossy  the  plaintiff,  in  this  case,  may  apply! 
a the  House  of  Commons,  is  not  sufficient,  i 
alert  proved  : never  any  siugte  elector  of 
ej  county  or  borough  did  complain  to  the  , 
isweof Commons,  that  he  was  debarred  of 
W «o:e,  and  desire  them  to  determine  his 
pmcniar  right.  Sometimes  some  of  those 
Utohate  right  to  ebuse  in  n borough  have 
tepLuoed,  that  persons  have  been  returned 
|tie  officer,  who  were  not  duly  cU-ctcd,  as 
(BBS an  injury  done  to  the  whole  community 
ft.e  borough,  to  have  a person  without  right 
p there  as  the.r  representative  : but  this  is 
•1)  i»  bring  tbetnerits  of  the  election  in  ques- 
■b,  ('I  which  that  House  hath  cognizance,  and 
bert:  a,  as  incident  nnd  necessary  thereto 
vj  nay  try  the  right  of  electors,  which  of 
►*»,  by  custom,  or  letters  patents,  have 
tecs;  hut  this  is  no  more  than  all  courts 
Pr.  Ia  the  ecclesiastical  courts,  which 
according  to  the  civil  law,  if  the  suit 
eo- finally  proper  for  their  jurisdiction,  they 
p power  to  determine  things  foreign  thereto, 
•>f  letters  patents  or  conveyances  of  lands 
Wrf  in  question,  though  primarily  and  ori- 
determinable  in  the  courts  of  common 
Matrimony  is  properly  under  the  juris- 
p*»n  of  the  ecclesiastical  court,  and  if  a ques- 
W»  arises  between  the  supposed  married  parties 
Itfceirhfe  time,  cr  upon  dower  or  bastardy,  it 
pi  be  tried  and  determined  there:  but  when 
■ action  is  brought  by  a man  and  woman, 
her  to  be  his  wife,  if  the  defendant 
k-1  in  abatement,  that  they  were  not 
pied,  it  shall  be  tried  by  a jury  where  the 
Br,n  was  brought ; so  if  any  one’s  title  to 
iri«  depends  on  a marriage,  if  an  action  he 
to  try  the  title,  the  marriage  may  be 
wfcnn:ned  by  a jury.  This  shews  plainly, 
because  the  House  of  Commons  may 
Ursine  who  are  electors,  and  who  are  not, 
**®dy,  and  so  far  only  as  it  is  necessary  to 
fld*  right  of  the  election,  it  d^th  not  follow 
* "hen  the  right  of  election  is  not  in  ques- 
they  can  try  the  right  of  an  elector. 

^ ben  the  right  of  the  candidate  is  examined 
61h*  House  of  Commons,  it  is  in  order  to 
which  person  hath  the  right  to  join 
'tttbein  in  the  making  of  laws,  nnd  other 
c services ; and  if,  iu  order  to  the  deter- 
***8  itis  point,  the  House  of  Commons  must 
“te  of  the  electors,  they  do  it  only  to  this 
gi.  But  the  courts  of  law  judge  of  an 
*a*'*  right  wholly  to. another  end,  as  it  is 
vv*t  to  assert  that,  and  to  repair  in  damages 
^ dettor  who  is  wrongfully  hindered  from 
*erciJ8lS  it.  This  is  what  the  House  of 


Commons  cannot  do,  nor  to  this  day  was  there 
ever  any  application  made  to  do  it,  and  it  may 
reasonably  he  supposed  they  will  not  now 

i begin  to  take  it  upon  them. 

j It  commonly  takes  up  a great  part  of  the 

■ time  of  a session,  to  determine  the  cases  of 
elections,  before  they  can  be  sure  the  House 
is  composed  of  such  as  have  a right  to  sit ; but 

■ should  they  once  pretend  to  take  cognizance 
of  particular  men’s  complaints,  in  order  to 
decide  the  rights  of  electors,  it  would  be  im- 
possible for  them  to  have  any  leisure  to  employ 
themselves  about  the  ‘ ardua  et  urgentin  ne- 
‘ gotia  regni,’  the  safety  and  defence  of  the 
kingdom, lb*  which  the  writ  calls  them  together. 
It  is  granted,  that  the  deciding  of  the  right  of 
electors  is  a matter  of  great  weight,  nnd,  in 
consequence,  concerns  the  lives  and  liberties 
of  the  subjects  of  Knglnud,  but  the  law  hath 
provided  a proper  remedy  to  be  pursued  in  the 
ordinary  methods  of  justice,  a remedy  that 
is  adequate,  where  damages  may  he  recovered. 
The  plaintiff,  in  this  case,  knew,  he  had  a right 
by  law  to  give  his  vote,  and  when  he  fouud 
himself  deprived  of  it,  he  reports  to  the  law  for 
his  remedy : and  it  is  probable,  most  of  the 
electors  of  England  will  be  of  his  mind,  and 
think  it  for  their  interest  to  resort  to  the  courts 
of  VVestmin9ter-hall,  for  asserting  this  great 
right  of  theirs  upon  occasion,  where  they  may 
prove  their  case  by  witnesses  upon  oath,  nnd 
have  their  damages  assessed  by  their  coun- 
trymen duly  sworn,  nothing  of  which  can  be 
done,  if  they  are  to  seek  for  a remedy  in  the 
House  of  Commons. 

Where  a man  is  injured,  if  he  cannot  bring 
his  action  to  recover  the  thing  itself  he  hath 
lost  by  the  injury,  the  law  will  always  give  him 
damages  in  lieu  thereof. 

It  was  said  in  the  debate  of  this  case,  that 
instances  were  to  be  given,  where  the  party 
injured  did  not  recover  damages,  as  in  case 
where  one  has  a right  of  presentation,  and  is 
disturbed,  he  could  not  recover  damages  at 
the  common  law,  and  that  was  resembled  to 
the  right  of  an  e lector,  which  was  said  to  be 
only  a right  of  nomination,  But  the  answer 
to  this  objection  is  plain  ; there  the  law  gives 
the  party  a remedy  to  recover  the  presentation, 
the  thing  that  was  taken  from  bun,  to  which 
he  is  restored  by  the  judgment  ; but,  in  the 
present  case,  there  is  no  possibility  for  the 
plaintiff  to  recover  the  thing  he  has  lost, 
which  was  his  vote  at  the  election,  for  that 
election  is  over,  and  can  never  he  had  again, 
so  that  the  plaintiff  cannot  possibly  have  any 
reparation,  unless  it  be  in  damages,  and  this 
sort  of  reparation  the  House  of  Commons 
cannot  give  him. 

If  the  plaintiff,  and  all  other  injured  electors, 
should  be  obliged  to  go  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons for  satisfaction,  it  may  be  reasonably 
supposed,  that  the  parliament  may  be  dissolved  • 
befote  it  could  come  to  his  turn  to  have  his 
cause  heard  : what  would  be  the  consequence 
of  this?  If  the  plaintiff  must  bethereby  without 
remedy,  would  not  the  law  be  notoriously  de- 
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fective ; and  yet  none  will  say,  that  another 
parliament  did  ever  take  cognizance  of  any 
injury  doue,  upon  account  of  an  election,  to  a 

S receding  parliament : hut,  suppose  the  next 
louse  of  Commons  will  determine  it,  what 
endless  *ork  would  the  House  of  Commons  be 
engaged  in  ? for,  probably,  the  ensuing  elec- 
tion would  make  as  many  new  questions  os 
that  which  went  before,  and  which  the  parlia- 
ment did  not  live  long  enough  to  dispatch. 

As  to  what  was  objected,  that  the  same 
matter  may  come  in  question  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  where  it  may  be  determined,  that 
the  plaintiff  hath  no  right ; so  thnt  great  con- 
fusion would  arise  from  different  judgments  in 
different  courts;  it  is  no  more  than  what  may 
happen  every  duy  in  Westminster* Hall,  where 
the  several  courts  may  be  of  various  opinions 
upon  the  same  question,  and  yet  no  hurt  is 
done  to  the  public  ; nay,  this  is  no  more  than 
happens  often  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
where  the  light  of  election  in  the  same  borough 
is  decided  different  ways  in  different  parlia- 
ments, and  they  do  not  think  themselves  disho- 
noured by  it. 

This  contrariety  of  judgment  can  never  ap- 
pear, for  the  House  of  Commons  never  gives  a 
direct  judgment,  on  this  or  that  individual 
elector’s  right;  the  voting  is  either  upon  a 
general  question  of  the  competitors,  or  where 
the  right  of  election  iu  the  borough  is  placed, 
whether  all  inhabitants,  or  those  under  a par- 
ticular qualification,  or  whether  the  whole 
commonalty,  or  a selected  number,  have 
voices,  and  all  these  are  hut  ways  and  means 
to  determine  the  right  of  election. 

If  the  House  of  Commons  judge  of  a parti- 
cular elector  at  any  time,  it  is  only  ‘ pro  ista 
‘ vice,’  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  particular  case 
before  them ; but  surely  the  House  never 
thought  the  elector's  freehold  finally  concluded 
thereby,  because  he  is  no  party  to  that  suit, 
his  right  came  not  there  in  question  originally, 
but  consequently,  in  a cause  litigated  between 
other  persons,  to  which  he  is  no  party ; and  it 
cannot  he  agreeable  to  right  reason,  or  the 
principles  of  law,  for  a man's  right  to  be  con- 
clusively determined,  in  a cause  between  other 
parties. 

And,  after  all,  where  is  the  damage  to  the 
public,  if  there  should  he  a variety  in  the  de- 
termination of  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
the  courts  of  Westminster  ? It  is  not  impossi- 
ble, in  the  nature  of  things  ; for  the  courts  of 
law  have  great  advantages,  which  the  House  of 
Commons  want;  they  want  the  help  of  juries, 
and  the  power  of  giving  oaths,  and  they  ought 
not  to  be  displeased  with  their  electors,  if  they 
resort  to  courts  provided  with  these  powers, 
for  asserting  their  right  of  election,  especially 
when  it  is  considered,  that  the  person,  whose 
pretensions  tlie  House  of  Commons  approves 
of,  will  sit  there,  which  is  all  they  are  concern- 
ed in:  They  are  t!»e  elected  : and  it  would  be 
strange,  if  that  should  entitle  them  to  challenge 
the  sole  power  of  deciding  die  rights  of  their 
electors;  whiob  is,  indeed,  to  chuse  their 
electors. 


It  was  urged  as  a great  argument  against  tht 
maintaining  this  action,  that  it  bad  beta  ad 
judged,  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Onslow,  in  the  3Si 
year  of  king  Charles  2.  (second  Vent.  37.)  ite: 
no  action  did  lie  at  common  law  for  a tain 
return  of  a member  to  sit  in  parliament;  an 
that  in  the  case  of  Barnardistun  and  Soame,  i 
was  adjudged  the  candidate  could  not  main 
tain  an  action  against  the  sheriff  for  a doubl 
return ; and  if  the  person  elected  to  serve  i 
parliament  cannot  maintain  an  action  agaiw 
the  officer,  it  was  urged  d fortiori,  that  tli 
person  electiug,  who,  perhaps,  is  but  a col: 
isr,  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  have  such  a 
action. 

it  was  answered,  that  the  law  of  Eogl&n 
has  no  respect  to  persons  : If  an  elector  be 
cobler,  he  is  a freeman  of  England,  and  hi 
that  great  privilege  belonging  to  him  to  be  t( 
presented  in  parliament.  It  was  reraerobenj 
with  what  variety  of  opinion  among  the  judge 
that  cose  of  sir  Samuel  Barnardiston  was  di 
terinined,  and  what  an  alarm  that  judgtuei 
gave  to  the  House  of  Commons,  to  such 
degree,  that  in  the  session  of  parliament  167! 
a committee  was  appointed  to  enquire  into  i 
as  a grievance.  And  it  was  observed,  that  tl 
great  design  of  the  act  of  parliament  made 
the  seventh  year  of  the  late  king  (which  ws 
often  mentioned  in  the  debate  of  this  case  i 
other  purposes)  was  to  cure  the  many  incoi 
venicncies  arising  from  that  judgment,  and  tl 
judgment  in  Mr.  Onslow’s  case,  which  oq 
followed  Barnard iston’s,  and  was  judged  upr 
the  authority  of  ir.  But  there  is  no  re*« 
blouce  between  those  cases  and  the  case  of  i 
elector.  In  Barnnrdiston's  case  of  a douh 
return  of  members,  the  reason  on  which  tl 
judgment  was  founded,  was,  that  a dout 
return  was  no  return  which  the  law  took  not* 
of,  hut  was.  only  allowed  of  by  the  custom 
parliament.  When  an  officer,  who  doubt 
makes  a double  return,  he  submits  to  the  jud 
mem  of  the  House  of  Commons;  and,  ifth 
House  admits  of  such  a return,  as  they  ha 
often  done,  it  would  be  hard  the  law  sbou 
subject  a man  to  an  action,  for  submitting 
matter  of  fact,  (the  truih  of  which  the  ofbc 
doubts)  to  the  determination  of  those  who  ba 
a jurisdiction  of  the  matter,  and  approved 
manner  of  such  a return. 

In  the  other  case  of  a false  return  of  a met 
her,  several  reasons  may  be  assigned  for  t, 
judgment,  which  are  not  applicable  to  the  ca 
of  an  elector;  perhaps  it  might  be  becau 
such  a return  is  a itfanifest  injury  to  every  o 
of  the  electors  (though  principally  to  the  ca 
didate)  and  therefore  it  might  tall  within  l 
reason  of  William’s  case  above-mentioned,  th 
every  elector  might  sue  bun;  and  thereto 
none  of  them  severally  can  maintain  the  actio 
But  there  »s  another  reason  very  obvious,  b 
cause  the  candidate  has  a proper  remedy  to  rec 
ver  his  place,  from  which  be  is  excluded  by  tl 
false  return  ; the  right  of  election  is  cognirab 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  there  he  will  r 
cover  hi*  seat  in  parliament,  which  ia  what  t. 
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Jaw  has  the  principal  regard  to,  and  there  is 
tn  reason  he  should  hare  another  remedy  Else- 
where. 

It  is  absurd  to  say,  the  elector’s  right  of  chus- 
:ng  is  founded  upon  the  law  and  custom  of  par- 
iruueat;  it  is  an  original  right,  part  of  the  con- 
stitution of  the  kingdom,  as  much  as  a parlia- 
ment is,  and  from  whence  the  persons  elected 
to  serve  in  parliament  do  derive  their  authority, 
and  can  have  no  other,  hut  that  which  isgiveu 
to  them  by  those  that  have  the  original  right  to 
chose  them ; this  doth  not  touch  the  jurisdic- 
tion claimed  and  exercised  by  the  House  of 
Commons,  to  try  the  right  of  election  of  their 
«'*n  members;  they  who  pretend  to  he  admit- 
ted to  sit  there,  ought  to  make  out  their  right 
to  the  House ; but  there  is  no  ground  to  infer 
foim  thence,  that  the  House  hath  power  to  try 
or  determine  the  right  of  other  persons,  who 
axe  not  their  members,  and  do  not  pretend  to 
aar  place  amongst  them. 

It  was  said,  that-if  this  action  were  allowed, 
tine  would  be  a way  found  out  for  the  Lords 
to  let  themselves  into,  to  judge  of  the  right  of 
the  members  of  the  House  of  Commons  to  sit 
tisfre,  and  by  parity  of  reason  to  judge  of  their 
owd  privileges,  as  if  actions  were  brought  for 
*onis  spoken  in  the  House  of  Commons,  or 
ether  things  happening  in  that  House ; which 
i would  be  of  ill  consequence. 

Hut  it  was  said  in  the  first  place,  that  this  ob- 
jection was  little  applicable  to  the  present 
( use,  but  it  has  no  relation  to  the  sitting  of 
that  member,  for  whom  the  elector  who  brings 
ini  actiou  gave  his  vo’e. 

And,  secondly,  if  things  are  so  ordered  by 
ti«  constitution  of  the  English  government,  that 
the  ultimate  resort  in  point  of  judicature  is 
lodged  with  the  Lord**,  let  the  case  concern 
.*Ut  it  will,  when  it  is  brought  before  them  by 
Writ  of  Error,  they  arc  bound  to  give  Judg-  | 
oentone  way  or  oilier;  and  as  to  the  particu- 
lar instance  mentioned,  relating  to  the  words 
ipokrn  m the  House  of  Commons,  it  was  said, 
<be?e  never  was  n greater  attempt  made  upon 
Ibenyof  speech  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
than  by  the  information  brought  in  the  KingV 
Unch,  5 Car.  1,  against  sir  John  Elliot,  Denzil 
Holies,  and  Benjamin  Valentine,  esqrs.,  for 
%ords spoke  in  the  House  of  Commons;  they 
ficaded  to  the  jurisdiction  of  tlie  court,  as  be- 
iGt  for  what  wns  done  in  parliament,  and  there- 
fore ought  not  to  be  examined  or  punished 
^sewhere ; but  Judgment  wns  given  against 
diem,  and  great  fines  imposed  upon  them  (Cro. 
Csr.  181.)  In  the  parliament  which  met  in 
ftti),  these  proceedings  were  taken  into  cotisi- 
Errition  wiih  great  warmth,  and  the  8th  ot 
1641,  it  was  resolved  in  the  House  of  I 
Commons,  that  the  exhibiting  of  that  informa- 
Uon  was  a breach  of  the  privilege  of  parlia- 
toeiit;  and  that  tlie  over-ruling  ol  the  plea  to 
fo*  jurisdiction  of  the  court,  and  the  Judg- 
**at,  and  all  that  followed  thereupon,  was 
*iiiuxt  the  law  and  privilege  of  parliament, 
aadmxny  other  severe  votes  were  passed.  Thus 

natter  rested  till  after  the  Restoration  of 
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king  Charles  2;  but  when  things  grew  to  he 
settled,  and  there  was  leisure  to  consider  the 
consequences  of  former  proceedings,  the  House 
of  Commons  began  to  think,  that  those  votes 
were  not  to  be  depended  upon  as  a sufficient 
security,  in  a case  of  so  high  a nature,  since 
upon  liberty  of  speech  all  parliamentary  de- 
bates were  founded ; and  they  could  not  think 
that  great  privilege  safe  while  so  solemn  a Judg- 
ment stood  in  force.  Therefore,  in  1667,  tlie 
consideration  of  this  matter  took  up  a great 
part  of  the  session,  and  the  best  expedient  they 
could  find  out  was,  first,  io  come  to  a resolution 
among  themselves,  that  the  Judgment  given,  a 
Car.  1,  in  that  case,  was  an  illegal  Judgment, 
and  against  the  freedom  and  privilege  of  par- 
liament; and  then  to  present  this  resolution  of 
theirs  to  the  Lords  at  a conference,  which  was 
i done  December  the  10th,  1667,  and  to  desire 
; their  concurrence.  The  next  day  the  Lords 
concurred  in  the  resolution,  and  at  the  same 
time  (which  was  a thing  aimed  at  and  desired 
by  the  House  of  Commons)  the  Lords  ordered 
the  lord  Holies  to  bring  a Writ  of  Error  in  par- 
liament, to  the  end  there  might  be  a judicial 
determination  of  that  great  point,  which  was 
done  accordingly  ; and  on  the  15th  of  April, 
1668,  that  cause  coming  to  be  heard  in  parlia- 
ment, the  Judgment  in  the  King’s- bench  was 
reversed,  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  the  House 
of  Commons. 

So  little  did  the  House  "of  Commons  enter- 
tain jealousies  of  this  kind,  that  they  themselves 
resorted  to  the  judicature  of  the  Lords,  in  the 
manner  that  has  been  meutioued,  upon  so 
weighty  an  occasion. 

It  was  objected,  that  many  inconveniences 
would  follow,  if  this  action  were  allowed  ; but 
they  were  very  sparing  in  giving  particular  in- 
stances of  those  inconveniences. 

But  nothing  is  plaiucr,  than  that  by  the 
plaintiff’s  prevailing  in  this  action  great  incon- 
veniences will  be  prevented,  and  the  subjects* 
right  and  property  secured  against  the  partiali- 
ties and  corruption  of  officers,  who  are  trusted 
in  a matter  ol  so  great  moment,  as  tlie  receiving 
and  allowing  their  suffrages  upon  elections. 

I bis  tends  to  encounter  false  returns  in  the 
first  approach,  and  to  have  just  returns  is  all 
the  House  of  Commons  ought  to  desire. 

How  endless  would  the  inconveniences  be, 
if  this  action  did  not  lie?  How  would  occasions 
of  complaint  be  multiplied  ? The' officers  who 
had  the  return  would  become  the  masters  of 
elections,  and  admit  and  reject  electors  ns  they 
pleased  with  impunity  ; for  if  the  electors  are 
only  to  seek  for  a remedy  before  the  House  of 
Commons,  it  would  be  a remedy  worse  than 
the  disease;  the  greatest  part  of  their  cases 
would  never  be  determined  for  want  of  time  ; 
and  they  who  could  get  their  cases  heard,  could 
have  no  amends,  that  is,  no  damages  given 
them  for  reparation  of  the  wrong,  besides  the 
absurdity  ol  hating,  for  the  most  part,  the  par- 
ties to  tlie  injury,  those  who  sit  by  a re- 
turn, parties  to  the  Judgment. 

So  that  to  deny  this  action,  is  to  deny  the 
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the  benefit  of  the  law  in  a matter  of  the  most 
tender  come  in  to  an  Englishman. 

To  pretend  it  to  be  a breach  of  privilege  of 
the  ll^ute  of  Commons,  for  an  elector  to  seek 
for  remedy  at  law,  if  lie  be  wrongfully  excluded 
of  his  vole,  is  very  strange. 

That  certainly  can  never  be  esteemed  a pri- 
vilege of  parliament,  that  is  incompatible 
with  the  rights  of  the  people.  Every  English- 
man ii  entitled  to  reparation  for  the  injuries  , 
done  to  his  rights  ami  franchises,  in  the  ordi- 
nary and  common  methods  of  justice,  where 
the  juries  who  try,  and  the  witnesses  who  give 
evidence,  are  to  be  upon  their  oaths;  Magna 
Chartu,  cap  29,  is  very  express.  No  freeman 
shall  be  disseised  of  his  freehold,  or  liberties, 
or  free  customs, unless  by  the  lawful  judgment 
of  his  peers,  or  by  the  law  of  the  land. 

By  ill*  lawful  judgment  of  the  peers,  in  the 
case  of  a Commoner,  is  meant,  by  a jury  of 
lawful  men  upon  their  oaths. 

If  one  lie  injured  in  such  a manner  as  the 
plaintiff  ill  this  action  hath  been,  no  man  can 
say  (hat  per  It  gem  terror , by  the  law  of  the 
land,  he  cuu  have  n remedy  for  satisfaction, 
and  assn  ting  his  right  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons ; if  there  be  any  such  law,  it  must  be  ci- 
ther statute  law,  or  common  law.  No  statute 
gives  him  such  a remedy,  nor  doth  ihecommnn 
law,  because  that  is  constant  usage  for  time 
iumumoijul;  and  there  is  not  uue  precedent 
can  lie  produced,  that'  ever  any  man,  upon 
such  an  occasion,  did  ever  apply  to  the  House 
of  Commons  for  relief. 

Upon  the  14-t h day  °f  January,  1704,  the 
House  of  Lords  reversed  the  Judgment,  and 
gave  Judgment,  that  the  plaintiff  should  re- 
cover. 

Resolutions  of  the  Txnds  upon  the  Case. ] 
This  Male  of  the  (’use  being  read  and  approved 
of,  the  House  came  to  the  following  Resolu- 
tions, viz. 

“ It  is  resolved  by  the  Lords  spiritual  and 
temporal  in  parliament  assembled,  that  by  the 
known  laws  of  this  kingdom,  every  freeholder, 
or  other  person,  baling  a right  to  give  his  vote 
at  the  election  of  m<  nibers  to  serve  in  parlia- 
ment, and  being  wilfully  denied  or  hindered  so 
to  do  by  the  officer  who  ought  to  receive  the 
tame,  may  maintain  an  action  in  the  Queen's 
courts  against  such  officer,  to  assert  his  right, 
and  recover  damages  for  the  injury. 

“ It  is  it sohed  by  ti.e  Lords  spiritual  and 
temporal  in  parliament  assembled,  that  the  as- 
serting, that  a person  having  a right  to  give  his 
vote  at  un  election,  mid  being  hindr  red  so  to 
do  by  the  officer,  who  ought  to  take  th*  same, 
is  witluiut  remt  dy  for  such  wrung  by  the  ordi- 
nary course  of  law,  is  destructive  of  ti  e pro- 
perty of  the  subject,  against  the  freedom  o' 
eh  ctunis,  and  manifestly  tends  to  encourage 
corruption  and  partiality  m officers,  wim  are  to 
make  returns  to  parliament,  and  to  subject  the 
freehold.  r»  ami  other  electors,  to  their  arbi- 
tral y will  and  pleasure. 

“ It  is  resolved  by  the  Lords  spiritual  and 
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temporal  in  parliament  assembled,  that  tire  de- 
claring Matthew  Ashby  guilty  of  a breach  of 
priv  ilege  of  the  House  of  Commons,  for  prose- 
cuting an  action  against  the  constables  of 
Aylesbury,  for  not  receiving  his  Vote  at  ao 
election,  after  lie  had,  in  the  known  and  proper 
methods  of  law,  obtained  a Judgment  in  parlia- 
ment for  recovery  of  Ins  damages,  is  an  unpre- 
cedented attempt  upon  the  judicature  of  parlia- 
ment, and  is  in  effect  to  subject  the  law  of 
England  to  the  Votes  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

“ It  is  resolved  by  the  Louis  spiritual  and 
temporal  in  parliament  assembled,  that  the  de- 
terring electors  from  prosecuting  actions  it  th* 
ordinary  course  of  law,  where  they  are  deprived 
of  their  right  of  voting,  and  terri lying  auornies, 
solicitors,  counsellors,  and  scrj earns  at  law, 
from  soliciting,  prosecuting,  and  pleading  in 
such  cases,  by  voting  their  so  doing  io  be  a 
breach  of  privilege  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
is  u manifest  assuming  a power  to  coutruui  (he 
law,  to  hinder  the  course  of  justice,  and  subject 
the  property  of  Englishmen,  to  the  arbitrary 
V otes  of  the  House  of  Commons.” 

The  lenity  of  the  House  of  Commons  to 
Ashby,  had  not  that  effect  ns  might  have  been 
expected;  for  before  the  then  following  ses- 
sions, not  only  execution  was  taken  out  upon 
the  said  Judgment,  but  Mr.  Mend  brought 
actions  of  like  nature  for  John  Paty,  John 
Oviat,  John  Paton,  jun.  Henry  Basse,  and 
Dnniel  Horne,  five  other  inhabitants  of  Ayles- 
bury, f>r  being  denied  their  Votes  at  the  elec- 
tion of  members  to  serve  in  parliament  for  the 
snid  borough  of  Aylesbury;  of  which  complaint 
being  made  to  the  House  of  Commons,  they 
proceeded  thereon,  as  will  hereafter  appear. 

Cute  of  Air.  hut  bur January  30.  Oo 
this  day  Charles  Bathurst,  esq.  presented  a Pe- 
tition to  the  House  of  Commons  ; setting  forth, 
“ That  the  petitioner,  being  « ized  in  tee  ot  die 
manor  of  Arklegart  hdnle,  within  the  honour  of 
Ki«  hmotid,  in  the  county  of  York,  and  of  seve- 
ral lead  mines  therein,  admitted  Robert  Squire, 
and  others,  to  be  partners  writli  him  in  the  said 
lead  mines,  fi»r  a term  of  years  only;  audio 
the  15th  year  of  the  reign  of  king  James  the  W 
a Commission  oi  survey,  with  Articles  of  In- 
structions, issued  out  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer, 
and  an  inquisition  and  survey  was  taken  there- 
upon, and  the  •boundaries  of  the  hoooflr  ui 
Richmond,  and  loidsh  p of  MiddlehauJ,  a°d 
many  other  manors  aud  lordships  bounding 
thereupon,  were  set  out,  and  the  cammi**00* 
instructions,  inquisition,  and  survey,  were  re- 
turned into  the  court  of  Exchequer,  and 
and  became  a record  of  the  said  court: 
about  20  years  since,  there  was  a sun  concern- 
ing i lie  boundaries  of  some  or  one  oi  the 
manors,  mentioned  in  the  said  survey,  and  th* 
said  record  was  given  in  evidence  on  u trial  at 
bar,  and  came  to  the  bauds  of  Mr.  Ralph 
Grainge,  deceased,  then  an  attorney  for  «n*  ®* 
the  parties  concerned,  and,  by  mistake,  wa*11^ 
delivered  back  into  the  Exchequer  court,  £a* 
after  his  death  (which  was  about  four  years 
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since)  when  it  way  found  amongst  his  papers, 
sad  then  delivered  into  the  court  of  Exche- 
ipier,  io  be  hied  uporr  the  proper  file:  That  the 
lord  Wharton  beiu~  seised  of  the  manor  of 
HeJaa*b  in  SwuJedale,  adjoining  to  the  peti- 
tioner's said  manor,  and  tticrc  heiii£  a suit  de- 
pending in  Chancery  between  the  lord  Whar- 
ton, and  the  petitioner  and  his  partners,  con- 
cerning the  right  of  some  lead  mines,  which 
intirely  depended  upon  the  boundaries  of  their 
manors,  the  lord  Wharton  opposed  the  filing 
of  tie  said  record,  pretending  some  ill  practices 
m one  of  the  attorneys  of  the  Exchequer,  and 
tint  the  record  having  been  out  of  the  court 
many  years,  if  ever  filed,  yet  it  could  not  be 
known,  what  hands  it  had  been  in,  or  whether 
itbdd  been  altered  ; hot,  after  hearing  counsel 
scleral  times,  nnd  great  consideration  had,  the 
Court  of  Exchequer,  the  15th  of  July,  1701, 
mule  an  order  for  filing  the  said  commission, 
articles,  inquisition,  nnd  survey,  on  the  proper 
fie:  That,  upon  hearing  the  said  cause  in 
( fcancerj,  an  issue  w;is  directed,  to  trv,  in 
winch  manor  the  lend  mine  in  question  lies ; 
and  at  the  trial,  at  the  bar  of  the  QueeiiVbtneh, 
tk*  petitioner  gave  the  said  Kecord  in  evidence 
(though  the  lord  WlKirton’s  counsel  opposed 
it,  and  a verdict  was  given  for  the  petitioner : 
Tampon  the  lord  Wharton  appealed  to  the 
House  of  Tiers  from  the  said  Order  of  the  15th 
sfJuJy,  1701,  and  Mr.  Squire,  (only  interested, 
is  aforesaid)  was  ordered  to  give  (its  Answer 
lureunto,  and  no  notice  was  taken,  in  the  said 
appeal,  of  the  petitioner,  nor  any  other  of  his 
pinners;  nnd  Mf.  Squire  having  given  in  his 
Answer,  the  I,nrds,  on  the  12th  of  February, 
1Ti>2,  upon  bearing  counsel  on  both  sides, 
t*  dered,  that  a trial  should  he  bad  the  next 
hnn,  at  the  Common-pleas  bar,  upon  this 
fc^ed  i*sue;  viz.  ‘ Whether  the  skins  of 
4 parchment,  directed  hy  the  order  of  the  Court 
‘ af  F.xcliequer,  on  the  15th  of  July,  1701,  to 
‘ he  filed,  are  the  perfect,  unaltered,  exact, nnd 
1 jQtire,  commission  and  return,  first  filed  in  the 
* Court  of  Exchequer  in  the  16th  year  of  king 
4 James  the  first nnd  that  in  the  said  action 
the  said  Robert  Squire  should  he  Plaintiff,  and 
uke  the  proof  of  the  issue  upon  himself,  and 
tU  lord  Wharton  defendant;  and  that  the 
»a>d  skins  of  parchment,  or  any  copy  thereof, 
ihould  nut  be  given  in  evidence  in  any  Court 
•taisiever,  until  the  said  trial  was  over;  and 
&at  the  said  skins  of  parchment  (being  upon 
d*  file,  by  virtue  of  tiie  said  order  of  the  15th 
Jaljj  should  not  be  allowed  as  any  evidence,  on 
the  said  trial,  for  the  Plaintiff : That  the  Court 
d Chancery,  as  it  usual,  where  a right  of  inhe- 
JKance  is  to  be  hound,  directed  a second  trial, 
which  came  on  at  the  QuccnVbcnch  har  in 
tote  .aelmas  term  Inst ; at  which  trial  the  lord 
^barton’s  counsel  insisted,  that  the  petitioner 
c^ld  not  site  in  evidence  the  said  inquisition, 
ittd  survey,  by  reason  of  the  said  Order  of  the 
Hujm  of  Peers,  of  12  Feb.  1702  ; and  the  peti- 
kw.er’s  counsel  also  advising  not  to  offer  the 
record,  or  any  copy  thereof,  in  evidence, 
**  caose,  aud  the  Jury  found  a boundary 


between  the  said  manors,  different  from  what 
cither  side  had  proved,  or  so  much  as  opened, 
or  insisted  on,  at  either  of  the  said  trials,  or  in 
Chancery,  and  the  issue  aud  verdict  were  re- 
corded for  the  plaintiff,  which  could  not  have 
been,  if  the  said  rccoid  had  been  given  in  evi- 
dence : That  by  the  Lords*  said  Order  the  peti- 
tioner’s inheriiance,  and  the  richt  of  many 
other  persons,  will  be  hound,  although  none 
were  parties  before  their  lordships,  nor  ever 
heard  touching  the  said  record  : That  the  Order 
of  the  15th  of  July  was  not  made  in  any  cause 
depending  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  but  was 
made  by  the  Court  ex  officio,  to  preserve  their 
own  record,  of  which  they  are  sole  judges,  nnd 
(there  being  no  suit  depending)  there  was  no 
ground  for  an  appeal;  aud  therefore  their  lord- 
ships making  such  Order,  as  aforesaid,  was  (as 
the  petitioner  conceives)  exercising  an  original 
jurisdiction,  to  bind  the  inheritance  of  mmiy  of 
her  majesty's  subjects,  without  hearing  them: 
That  the  lord  Wharton,  endeavouring  to  im- 
peach the  said  record,  ought  to  have  been  the 
plaintiff  m the  said  issue,  directed  by  the  J.ords; 
and  conceives  it  hard  to  in  ike  Squire  plaintiff, 
and  much  more  to  lay  the  burthen  upon  him, 
to  prove  the  record  to  be  the  perfect, unaltered, 
exact,  and  inure,  commission,  and  return,  first 
filed,  and  to  put  the  validity  of  the  whole  record 
upon  (hat issue;  for  that  the  petitioner  is  ad- 
vised, that,  although  a record  he,  through  time, 
accident,  or  evil  practice,  defaced  in  some  part 
of  it,  yet,  as  to  such  part,  as  remains  legible,  it 
is  always  allowed  to  be  given  in  evidence;  and 
the  peti:i  ncr  ought  not  have  been  debarred 
from  making  use  of  this  record,  to  support  hit 
inheritance,  it  being  the  right  of  every  subject, 
rogiv«  in  evidence  any  record,  or  copy  thereof, 
for  defence  of  his  title  to  anv  matter  in  que»-» 
tion  ; nnd  he  conceives,  there  is  not  the  lca.se 
grounds  to  suspect,  that  the  said  record  hath 
been  altered  in  any  part,  there  being, ‘as  the 
petitioner  is  informed,  and  Irelieves,  better 
proofs  for  the  validity  thereof,  than  for  any  one 
of  the  most  authentic  records  now  extant  ill  any 
of  the  Courts  at  Westminster,  there  bein<i  diver® 
copies  thereof,  made  Ion”  before  the  same  came 
to  the  hand*  of  Mr.  Grange,  which  do  exactly 
agree  with  the  said  record  : And  praying  relief 
in  the  premises,  and  that  the  House  will  take 
the  same  into  consideration,  inasmuch  as  the 
making  such  Orders  by  the  Mouse  of  Peers  will 
hereafter  prove  of  fatal  consequence  to  the 
rights  and  inheritance  of  the  Commons  of 
England.” 

Resolutions  of  the  Commons  on  the  said  Case.] 
In  consequence  of  this  Petition,  &c.  the  Ilouso 
of  Commons  appointed  Committees  to  inspect 
the  Lords'  Journals, as  likewise  the  proceeding* 
of  the  Chancery  and  Exchequer  court,  with 
relation  to  the  said  Case : And  upon  the  whole, 
came  to  the  following  Resolution* : 

a Tint  the  House  of  Lords  taking  cognizance 
of,  and  proceeding  upon,  the  petition  oi  Tho- 
mas lord  Wharton,  complaining  of  an  Ordrr  of 
the  court  of  Exchequer,  bearing  dale  the  litis 
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day  of  July,  1701,  for  filing  the  record  of  a, 
survey  of  the  honour  of  Richmond,  and  lord- 
ship  of  Middleham,  in  the  county  of  York,  is 
without  precedent,  and  unwarrantable,  and 
tends  to  the  subjecting  the  rights  and  properties 
of  all  the  Commons  of  England  to  an  illegal 
and  arbitrary  power. 

“ That  it  is  the  undoubted  right  of  all  the  sub- 
jects of  England,  to  make  such  use  of  the  said 
record,  as  they  might  by  law  have  done  be- 
fore the  said  proceedings  of  the  House  of 
Lords.” 

Resolutions  of  the  Lords  thereon.]  After 
this  the  House  of  Lords  took  into  consideration 
the  proceedings  of  the. House  of  Commons, 
and  made  the  following  Resolution  : 

March  27.  It  is  resolved  and  declared  by 
the  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  in  parlia- 
ment assembled,  if  That  the  House  of  Com- 
motisdaking  upon  them  by  iheir  Votes,  to  con- 
demn a Judgment  of  the  House  of  Lords,  given 
in  a cause  depending  before  this  House  in  the 
last  session  of  parliament  upon  the  petition  of 
Thomas  lord  Wharton,  and  to  declare  what  the 
law  is,  in  contradiction  to  the  proceedings  of 
the  House  of  Lords,  is  without  precedent,  un- 
warrantable, and  an  usurpation  of  a judicature, 
to  which  they  have  no  sort  of  pretence/’ 

u That  the  Resolution  and  Declaration 
Bade  this  day,  with  respect  to  the  Votes  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  in  relation  to  the  Judg- 
ment of  this  House  given  upon  the  Petition  of 
Thomas  lord  Wharton,  the  last  session  of  par- 
liament, shall  be  forthwith  printed  and  pub- 
lished.” 

Proceedings  against  the  Author  of  the  1 Ob- 
* servalor.  j About  this  time,  the  author  of  a 
weekly  Paper  called  the  Observator  having 
ventured  to  publish  his  remarks  on  Occasional 
Conformity,  a complaint  was  made  against 
him  in  the  House  of  Commons;  and,  upon 
examination  of  the  matter,  it  was  resolved, 
4i  That  the  Observator,  from  the  8th  to  the  11th 
of  Dec.  1703,  contains  matters  scaudalous  and 
malicious,  reflecting  upon  the  proceedings  of 
the  House,  tending  to  the  promoting  of  sedition 
in  the  kingdom : And  that  Tutchin  the  author, 
Ho*  the  printer,  and  Bragg  the  publisher  of 
that  paper,  should  be  taken  into  custody  of  the 
•erjeam  at  arms  attending  the  House.”  There- 
upon Tutchin  absconded,  and  notwithstanding 
the  censure  passed  upon  him,  went  on  in  his 
way  of  writing,  and  made  sharp  reflections 
upon  a Speech  said  to  have  been  made  by  sir 
John  Packington,  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
in  favour  of  the  bill  to  prevent  Occasional 
Conformity.*  A fresh  complaint  being  made 
again  for  this  second  offence,  the  Commons  re- 
solved, “ That  the  author,  printer,  and  pub- 
lisher of  the  4 Observator/  having  broke  the 
privilege  of  the  House,  and  since  absconded 
from  justice;  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  her  majesty,  that  she  would  please  to  issue 
her  royal  proclamation  for  apprehending 
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them,  promising  a reward  for  discovery  of 
them.” 

The  Querns  Message  >especting  the  Poor 
Clergy .]  Feb.  7.  Her  majesty  ordered  tbe 
following  Message  to  be  delivered  to  the  Houss 
of  Commons  : 

“ Her  majesty,  having  taken  into  her  serious 
consideration  the  mean  and  insufficient  mainte- 
nance belonging  to  the  Clergy  in  divers  paits  of 
the  kingdom,  to  give  them  some  ease,  hath  been 
pleased  to  remit  the  Arrears  of  the  Tenths  to 
the  Poor  Clergy ; and  for  an  augmentation  of 
their  maintenance,  her  majesty  is  pleased  to 
declare,  that  she  will  make  a grant  of  her 
whole  revenue  arising  out  of  the  First  Fruit* 
and  Tenths,*  as  far  it  now  is,  or  shall  become 

* “ The  first-fruits  and  tenths  was  an  impo- 
sition begun  by  the  popes  in  the  time  of  the 
holy  wars,  and  it  was  raised  as  a fund  to  sup- 
port those  expeditions.  But,  when  taxes  are 
once  raised  by  such  an  arbitrary  power,  as  tbe 
popes  then  assumed,  and  alter  there  has  been 
a submission,  and  the  payments  have  been 
settled  into  a custom,  they  arc  always  con- 
tinued, even  after  the  pretence,  upon  which 
they  were  at  first  raised,  subsists  no  more. 
Thus  this  became  a standing  branch  of  the  papal 
revenue,  till  Henry  8 seemed  resolved  to  take 
it  away.  It  was  first  abolished  for  a year,  pro- 
bably to  draw  in  the  clergy  to  consent  the  more 
willingly  to  a change  that  delivered  them  from 
such  heavy  impositions.  But,  in  the  succeeding 
session  of  parliament,  this  revenue  was  again 
settled  ns  putt  of  the  income  of  the  crown  lor 
ever.  It  is  true,  it  was  the  more  easily  borne, 
because  the  rates  were  still  at  the  old  value, 
which  in  some  places  was  not  rlie  tenth,  and  in 
most  not  above  the  5th  part  of  the  true  value; 
and  the  clergy  had  been  often  threatened  with 
a new  valuation,  in  which  the  rates  should  be 
rigorously  set  to  their  full  extent.  The  tenths 
amounted  to  about  11,000/.  a year;  and  thi 
first-fruits,  which  were  more  casual,  rose  on# 
year  with  another  to  5,000/.;  so  that  tbe  whole 
amounted  to  between  1(3  and  17,000/.  a year. 
This  was  not  brought  into  the  treasury,  a*  hie 
other  brunches  of  the  revenue  were  ; but  the 
bishops,  who  had  been  the  pope’s  colli  cturs, 
were  notv  the  king's;  and  persons  in  favour 
obtained  assignations  on  them  for  life,  or  lor  • 
term  of  years.  . This  had  never  been  applied 
to  any  good  use,  hut  was  si  ill  obtained  by  fa* 
vourites  for  themselves  and  their  friends;  and, 
in  Charles  2’s  time,  it  was  distributed  chiefly 
among  his  women  and  natural  children.  If 
seemed  strange,  that,  while  the  clcruy  h«d 
much  credit  at  court,  they  had  never  repre- 
sented this  as  sacrilege,  unless  it  was  applied  to 
some  religious  purpose;  and,  that  during  arch- 
bishop Laud’s  favour  w ith  king  Charles  b °rul 
the  restoration  of  king  Charles  2,  no  endea- 
vours had  been  used  to  appropriate  this  to 
better  uses.  When  bishop  Burnet  wrote  die 
History  of  the  Reformation,  he  considered  ihi* 
matter  so  particularly,  that  he  saw  there  "al  * 
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tree  from  incumbrances,  to  be  applied  to  this 
purpose;  audit  the  House  of  Commons  can 
Lad  any  proper  method  by  which  her  majesty's 
good  intentions  to  the  Poor  Clergy  may  bo 


fund  for  providing  better  subsistence  for  the 
poor  clergy,  there  beiug  some  hundreds  of 
cares,  which  had  not  of  certain  provision  20/. 
a year,  and  some  thousands,  that  hud  not  fifty. 
Be  therefore  represented  this  case  afterwards 
to  qrieen  Alary,  in  such  a light,  that  she  was 
hilly  resolved,  if  ever  she  lived  to  see  peace 
tad  settlement,  to  have  cleared  this  branch  of 
the  revenue  of  all  the  assignations  that  were 
spun  it,  and  to  have  applied  it  to  the  augmen- 
tation of  small  benefices.  The  bishops  after- 
wards laid  the  matter  before  king  William, 
*ben  there  was  a prospect  of  peace,  hoping, 
dht  this  ought  have  gained  the  king  the  hearts 
of  the  clergy,  or  at  least  have  put  a stop  to  a 
groundless  clamour  raised  against  him,  that  lie 
•as  an  enemy  to  the  clergy,  which  began  then 
ta  hive  very  ill  effect  on  all  his  affairs.  The 
lin;e  ntmained  this  so  well,  that  he  ordered 
the  bishop  to  speak  to  the  ministers  about  it, 
•bo  all  approved  of  it;  more  panic ulurly,  the 
•fords  Somers  and  llallifax  : Put  the  earl  of 
SfiodeHand  obtained  an  assignation  upon  two 
tihusis  for  2,000/.  a year  for  two  lives;  so  that 
JKHiun;*  wa$  10  he  expected  after  that.  The 
lebop  laid  the  matter  very  fully  before  the 
frnoce>$  of  Denmark,  during  king  William’s 
ife,  and  had  often  spoken  of  it  to  the  lord 
fiftdolphin.  This  time  was  perhaps  chosen  to 
faciiy  the  angry  clergy,  who  were  dissatisfied 
with  the  court,  and  began  now  to  tulk  of  the 
tender  the  chorcli  was  in,  as  much  a*  they  had 
Awe  during  the  former  reign.  When  the 
■Ken's  message  was  brought  to  the  House  of 
Sfoainons,  some  of  the  Whigs,  particularly  sir 
fob  Holland  and  sir  Joseph  Jekyll,  moved, 
fct  the  clergy  might  be  entirely  freed  from  that 
to,  suice  they  bore  as  heavy  a share  of  other 
toe>;  and  that  another  fund  might  be  raised 
fifth?  same  value,  out  of  which  small  benefices 
»ghl  he  augmented.  But  this  was  violently 
Opposed  by  sir  Christopher  Musgrave,  and 
other  Tories,  who  said,  that  the  clergy  ought  to 
fo  kept  stilt  in  a dependance  on  the  crown. — 
Tpoii  the  queen's  Message,  a bill  was  brought 
in,  enabling  her  to  alienate  this  branch  of  the 
fsvciice,and  to  create  a corporation  by  charter, 
loippiy  it  to  the  use,  fur  which  she  now  gave 
i-  They  added  to  this  a repeal  of  the  statute 
of  Mortmain,  so  far  ns  that  it  might  be  free  to 
*11  men, either  by  deed  or  by  their  last  wills,  to 
pe  what  they  thought  fit*  towards  the  aug- 
Jraitaiion  of  benefices.  It  was  suggested,  that 
this  addition  was  made  ip  hope,  that  it  would 
he  rejected  by  the  Lords,  and  that  the  scandal 
of  losing  the  bill  might  lie  upon  them.  Jt 
ficciuoned  a great  debate  in  the  House  of 
Lirds:  It  was  said,  that  tins  law  was  made 
*ad  kept  up,  eveu  during  the  times  of  Popery; 
•od  *t  seemed  not  reasonable  to  open  a door 
to  practices  upon  dying  men.  It  was  nn- 
**?r?d,  That  we  had  not  the  arts  of  olfrighting 


made  more  effectual,  it  will  be  a great  advantage 
to  the  public,  and  very  acceptable  to  her  ma- 
jesty.” 

The  Common?  Address  thereon.]  Upon  which 
the  House  of  Commons  presented  the  following 
Address: 

“ Most  gracious  sovereign  ; We  your  ma- 
jesty's most  dutiful  and  royal  subjects,  the 
Commons  in  p:\iliainent  assembled,  beg  leave 
to  present  our  most  humble  and  hearty  thanks 
to  your  majesty,  for  your  most  gracious  Mes- 
sage, in  which  you  were  pleased  to  declare  your 
royal  bounty,  in  remitting  the  arrears  of  the 
Tenths  due  from  your  Poor  Clergy : and  in 
charitably  designing  for  the  future  to  apply 
your  majesty's  whole  reveoue  arising  from  the 
First  Fruits  and  Tenths,  in  augmentation  of  their 
maintenance. — We  are  justly  sensible  of  your 
majesty's  pious  concern  for  the  church  of  ring- 
land,  and  of  the  great  advantage  it  will  receive 
from  your  majesty’s  unparalleled  goodness,  in 
giving  up  such  a part  of  your  majesty’s  revenue 
towards  the  better  provision  for  the  poorer 
clergy,  who  were  not  sufficiently  provided  for 
at  the  happy  Reformation  of  religiou  under  your 
royal  ancestors. — Your  majesty's  faithful  Com- 
mons use  tiieir  utmost  endeavours  to  render 
your  majesty’s  chniitahle  intentions  most  ef- 
fectual; and  will,  upon  this,  and  all  other  oc- 
casions, readily  apply  themselves  to  such  proper 
methods,  ns  may  best  conduce  to  the  support 
of  the  Clergy,  and  to  the  honour,  interest,  aiul 
future  security  of  the  church  of  England  as  by 
law  established.” 

The  Queens  Anszver.]  Her  majesty  was 
pleased  to  give  this  Answer: 

“ Gentlemen,  I am  very  glad  to  find  my 
Message  has  been  so  acceptable  to  you;  i hope 
you  will  effectually  improve  it,  to  the  advan- 
tage of  the  church  of  England  as  by  law  esta- 
blished, for  which  nobody  can  have  a more 
true  and  real  concern  than  myself.” 

men  by  the  terrors  of  purgatory,  or  by  fables 
of  apparitions.  Where  these  were  practised, 
it  was  very  reasonable  to  restrain  priests  from 
those  artifices,  hy  which  they  had  so  enriched 
their  church,  that,  without  some  effectual 
checks,  they  would  have  swallowed  up  the 
whole  wealth  of  the  world,  as  they  had  indeed 
in  England,  during  Popery,  made  themselves 
masters  of  a full  third  part  of  the  nation. 
The  bishops  were  so  zealous  and  unanimous  for 
the  bill,  that  it  was  carried  and  passed  into  a 
law.  The  queen  was  pleased  to  let  it  he 
known,  that  the  first  motion  of  this  matter 
came  from  bishop  Burnet.  Such  a project 
would  have  been  much  tnaguified  at  another 
time  ; ami  those  who  had  promoted  it,  would 
have  been  looked  upon  as  the  truest  friends 
of  the  church.  But  this  did  not  seem  to  inuke 
any  great  impression  at  that  time;  nor  to  have 
much  effect  in  softening  the  tempers  of  peevish 
men.  Only  it  produced  a set  of  addresses 
from  all  the  clergy  of  England,  full  of  thanks 
and  just  acknowledgments.”  Tjudal. 
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Bosks  censured  by  the  Commons .]  Marc!) 
17.  Sir  Dudly  Collum  reported  from  the  com- 
mittee, appointed  to  examine  two  Book*  ; one 
intituled,  “ Second Thought* concerning  human 
Soul,  as  believed  to  be  a spiritual  immortal  sub- 
stance, united  to  human  Body,  to  be  a plain 
heathenish  Invention,  and  not  consonant  to  the 
Principles  of  t lulusopliy,  Reason,  or  Religion 
the  other*,  44  The  crawl  Essay ; or,  Vindication 
of  Reason  and  Religion  against  Impostures 
of  Philosophy  and  to  collect  thereout  such 
Parrs,  as  are  offensive  ; and  to  examine,  who 
is  the  author,  printer,  and  publisher,  thereof  ; 
that  th'-y  had  examined  (he  same  accordi.  gly, 
and  had  collected  ou:  of  the  said  Books  seve- 
ral passages  therein,  which  they  conceive  of- 
fensive; and  that  they  found,  that  Dr.  William 
Coward  was  the  author  of  the  said  Books; 
and  that  Mr.  David  Ed  wards  was  the  printer 
of  tne  one,  and  Mr.  William  Pcirson  was  the 
printer  of  ihe  other;  and  that  Mr.  Basset  wa* 
the  publisher  of  the  said  Books:  Which  Re- 
port he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  de- 
livered in  at  the  clerk’s  (aide;  where  the  same 
was  read,  and  is,  as  followerh: 

In  the*4 Second  Thoughts  concerning  human 
soul,”  &c. 

P.  84.  44  Now  the  notion  of  an  immaterial, 
immortal,  substantial,  being  in  man,  or  soul, 
was  one  of  those  principles,  I had  by  education 
so  irabibtd ; and  having  thought  fit,  more 
strictly  to  enquire  into  the  reasons  or  founda- 
tion of  this  belief,  I find  it  to  be  only  an 
opinion  derived  down  to  posterity,  as  it  were, 
upon  trust.” 

P.  85.  44  But  these  grounds  of  the  framing 
an  immaterial  immortal  soul  in  man  I look 
upon  to  be  idle  and  fabulous  ; and  conceive  it 
rather  tn  be  the  consent  and  doctrine  of  the 
philosophers,  in  general  preaching,  that  virtue 
was  to  be  rewarded,  and  vice  punished;  and, 
w'hen  they  usually  saw  good  men  to  die  un- 
timely deaths,  and  unrewarded  too,  being 
ignorant  of  a resurrection,  taught  their  scholars, 
that  men's  souls,  after  death,  remained  alive, 
to  receive  the  same ; i.  e.  good  men,  rewards, 
and  ill  men,  punishments.” 

P.  80.  44  Now  after  the  piety  of  the  primi- 
tive Christians  began  by  secular  interest  to  be 
perverted,  and  the  ambition  of  crafty  pre  lates 
grew  so  high,  as  to  require  to  be  supported  in 
grandeur  and  state,  then  it  became  convenient 
to  propagate  this  doctrine  to  the  height.” 

P.  144.  “ Thus,  upon  the  whole,  we  find, 
how  weak  and  insufficient  the  arguments  of 
philosophy  are,  to  defend  the  opinion  of  an  im- 
material soul,  united  to  the  body;  whit  idle 
and  trifling  distinction*  they  are  forced  to  make, 
to  defend  it;  what  shifts  and  evasions  they 
frame,  to  support  their  notion  ; insomuch  that 
a man  may  say,  there  is  no  plea,  to  ground  a 
belief  on  the  philosophers  argument**,  which 
pretend  to  establish  two  distinct  substance*-, 
spiritual  and  material,  in  man,  hut  only  to 
those,  who  are  resolved  not  to  be  informed, 
and  will  know  no  better.” 

P.  170,  44  If  we  allow  this  conjunction  of 


body  and  soul  to  be  the  union  of  an  immortal 
immaterial  spirit  to  a mortal  material  body, 
where  is  then  the  mystery  of  the  hypostatuk 
union?  The  union  of  the  soul  and  body  no  man 
yet  ever  allowed  to  he  a mystery  of  religion: 
therefore  either  both  must  be  reputed  so  or 
neither.” 

P.  206.  44  1.  That  human  son!  will  cease1, 
when  the  body  dies  (i.  c.  life  and  soul,  are  thd 
•miie  thing  in  scripture)  and  consequently,  th6 
common  notion  of  a spiritual  immortal  sub- 
stance, united  to,  or  in,  man,  is  erroneous; 

44  2.  That,  by  the  common  course  of  pro- 
vidence*, mart’s  immortality  begins  not  ui.tit 
after  the  resurrection.” 

44  As  to  the  first  proposition,  thus  I argue  : 
If  if  upptur  by  the  whole  current  of  Scripture 
that  life  in  properly  the  soul  of  man,  and  no 
text  gives  us  a >utficicnt  ground  to  call  it  an 
immaterial  substance  ; then  the  soul  of  n an 
will  cease  to  Ik»,  when  the  body  dies:  But  it 
appears  by  the  whole  current  of  Scripture,  &c. 
e go,  the  soul  of  mart  will  cease  to  be,  whrn 
the  body  dies ; and  consequently  the  notion  of 
a spiritual  immortal  substance,  united  to,  or  in, 
man,  is  erroneous.” 

P.  222.  “ T»  e-salon.  cap.  ir.  13,  If.— 
Who  will  be  changed  in  a moment,  in  the 
twinkling  of  an  eye,  at  the  last  trump : For 
tf»is  corruptible  must  put  on  incomiption,  tui-i 
this  mortal  put  on  immortality,  before  it  can 
he  pronounced,  that  death  is  swallowed  up  in 
victory.  1 Cor.  xv.  51,  &c.  Where  it  is 
very  observable,  that  the  apostle,  in  nil  ihe 
whole  course  of  lu*  writing,  says, 4 we/  not. 
4 Our  bodies  :*  who  cannot  be  called  * «c 
As.  * We  shall  not  all  sleep;’  4 We  shall  be 
4 rai-ed  incorruptible/  nnd,  * we  shall  l*c 
* changed  / W hid*  could  not  be  true,  were 
the  soul,  our  better  part,  an  incorruptible  im- 
mortal being  already  ; for  that  lias  no  change 
at  all,  hut  retains  its  fust  immortal  nature.’ 

P.  278.  44  01  j.  14.  41  Then  shall  the  dost 

return  to  the  earth,  as  it  was  ; and  the  spirit 
to  God,  that  gave  it 44  Tin  re  fore,  bereioan 
plain  distinction  of  soul,  and  body,  »od  ihah 
when  we  die,  our  souls  will  certainty  iCtum  *.o 
God.” 

44  Answer  : This  is  the  great  Gofiab  argu- 

ment, generally  brought  t-»  knock  down  all  op* 
posers  ; though  it  argues  not  for  an  inimaurntl 
spiritual  substance,  but  is  rather,  and  ougH 
to  be  explained  as,  a confirmation  ol  my  opt* 
oion.” 

Pa.  280.  44  Thus  far,  I think,  I have  suf- 
ficiently answered  ull  object  on-,  br^»ugt.t from 
the  Old  Test  ament : And  t ouch  there  occur 
many  of  the  same  nature  in  the  Apocrypha 
and,  indeed  more  seemingly  opposi  e to  O' 
•pinion,  vet  I shall  here  pass  them  by,  until 
t ie  Apociypha  he  proved  can  meal  ; and*0 
proceed  to  objections,  extorted  from  iheNe* 
Testament. 

44  I.  The  first  I meet  with,  that  seems  sig- 
nificant, is  this  : 4 Fen'  not  tnem,  «hat 
4 kill  the  body,  but  are  not  abb  to  ki  l ihe  soul; 

4 but  rather  fear  him,  w hich  is  able  todtttroj 
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both  body  nod  soul  in  hell.'  Matth.  x.  28. 
Therefore  there  is  a being  in  roan,  distinct 
h iiu  hi*  body,  capable  nf  being  cast  into  a place 
of  torment ; whereas  the  bodv  only  lies  in  the 
pnocrof  mail,  and  not  the  soul,  to  be  destroy- 
ed." 

I*.  £33,  384.  u Answer  : If  by  this  text 

* a- meant  a spiritual,  substantial,  immortal, 
Mil,  no  doubt,  but  that  our  Saviour  knew  it, 
amis;  did  lus  disciples,  to  whom  he  then 
prt ached  this  doctrine ; therefore,  for  our  Va- 
luer to  instruct  them  in  a doctrine,  viz.  The 
impossibility  of  man's  power  to  kill  an  immor- 
tal spirit,  which  they  must  know  before,  if  true, 

• oald  savour  more  of  trilling,  than  giving  of 
real  lOklractnus  in  Christianity  ; for  it  might 
«us:lr  be  returned,  that  all  the  world  knows. 
;o  immortal  spirit  cannot  he  killed ; so  that 
uch  instructions  are  vain,  and  useless." 

P. £35,386.  Luk.  xxiii.  43.  “ This <iay,  says  our 
SsTwur  to  the  thirl’ on  the  cross, * thou  shall  be 

* with  me  in  Paradise  :*  Therefore  his  soul  mu-d 
l<  : iiere  with  our  Saviour,  or  else  our  Saviour’s 
wo^is  could  not  he  admitted  for  truth;  for, 
le  sure,  the  thief  s body  was  buried,  and  Inid 
ia  fhc  grutiud,  as  others  were.” 

u Jnatcr : This  objection,  though  oft 

brought,  I cannot  see  of  what  force  it  is,  unless 
it  he,  to  tell  u%  that  our  Saviour  spake  to  the 
tool  of  the  thief,  when  he  said,  * thou  shall  be 
'with  me  in  Paradise,'  ‘ Ihou  soul  of  the 
' thief,  for  owning  me,  shall  tin*  day  be  with 
'me  in  a state  of  bliss  : Hut,  O thief  ! thy 
4 body  shall  go  to  corruption,  as  other  bodies 
'do.*  Now  what  a speech  must  such  men 
cuke  fur  our  Saviour,  that  give  such  an  inter- 
f-'ctalioa  of  this  text,  let  the  learned  judge.” 

In  The  Grand  Essay,"  &c. 

P 185.  “ Theol.  How  could  man  come 

by  thi»  immaterial  substance,  but  at  th*  first 
creation?  And  it  is  plain  there,  by  express 
*ord§,  that  he  was  made  no  more  than  a living 
creature. 

44  Philos.  You  had  as  good  throw  your  cap 
*atu  die  air.  All  the  heathen  philosophers 
Reached  op  man  to  be  made  of  a soul,  call- 
id  immaterial  substance,  and  body  ; and  U 
vuti  throw  nil  the  Old  ami  New  Testament  at 
'W  doctrine,  you  will  never  confound  it,  or 
tunvtuce  ita»  believers  to  the  contrary.” 

P-  186,  187.  4<  Theol.  Don't  a man  die, 
if  l*e  lose  his  life  ? 

44  Philot.  No  ; he  doth  die  in  his  body,  but 
MinluisrAil;  for  that  lives  as  well,  if  nut 
letter,  than  it  end  in  the  body. 

“ Tke»l.  Not  one  word  of  this,  or  like  it, 
do  I tmd  ia  the  Bible.  This  is  as  much  as  to 
**'•»  * man  doth  die,  and  he  doth  not  die. 
Pray  »hat  is  meant  by  dying  in  his  body  ? 

**  Philos.  His  material  body  dies. 

44  Theol.  As  far  as  I bud,  it  never  lived  ; for 

# wa*  the  soul  lived  all  the  while  ; and  how 
On  sov  thing  die,  which  never  lived  ? 

“ PhiLtg.  It  is  tin  mutter  how  ; it  is  so  : the 
w**l,or  immaterial  substance,  gave  the  body  life, 
ifcd  now  it  ix  separated,  the  body  is  dead. 


[33  k 

M Theol , What  chapter  and  verse,  for  your 
immaterial  living  substance,  in  the  Bible? 

u Philos.  I told  you,  you  were  always  for 
Scripture.  It  is  so  by  philosophy,  that  is 
euough:  And  so,  if  a man  is  said  to  sleep  in 
death,  he  is  as  fully  awake  in  his  soul,  the  next 
minute  of  separation,  as  ever  he  was  in  his 
life  in  this  world. 

“ Thud.  A pretty  way  of  sleeping  indeed  ! 
You  philosophers  make  us  believe  any  thing, 

I will  be  stigmatized  [for  a fool*]  all  my  lire 
time,  if  you  can  bring  the  like  case,  whcieso 
many  absurdities,  without  any  warrant  hom 
Scripture,  or  common  reason,  are  bi  lieved.” 

That  Mr.  Bassett  was  called  in  to  the  cotn- 
miitee;  and  being  asked,  who  was  the  author 
and  printer  of  the  book,  called,  ‘ Second 
4 Thoughts  concerning  human  soul,'  &c.  said. 
That  doctor  William  Coward  was  the  author  of 
the  said  book  ; and  that  Mr.  David  Edwards 
printed  the  same.  That  Dr.  Coward  sene 
for  the  said  Bassett,  and  told  him,  he  hud  500 
of  the  said  books,  and  would  have  him  to 
sell  them  : Whereupon  they  came  to  an  agree- 
ment ; and  the  said  Bassett,  by  a writing 
under  his  hand,  did  promise,  and  oblige  him- 
self, to  account  for  and  pay  unto  Dr.  William 
Coward  3f.  Gd.  for  every  one  of  the  said  hooka 
sold. — That  he  sold  about  300  of  the  said  books, 
and  had  three  pence  a book  for  selling  the  same. 

Mr.  Chauntry  being  asked,  who  was  the  au- 
thor, and  primer,  of  the  book  called,  ‘The 
* Grand  Essay,'  said,  that  Dr.  Coward  was  the 
author,  and  William  Peirson  was  the  printer. 
That  lie  sold  about  five  hundred  of  the  saal 
books,  by  Dr.  Coward's  directions  ; and  that 
the  said  Doctor  agreed  to  allow  him  hull' the 
profit,  for  selling  the  same. 

Mr.  Edwards  said,  that  he  printed  part  of 
the  honk,  culled,  ‘ Second  Thoughts;'  and  that 
Dr.  Coward  delivered  to  him  the  copy. 

Mr.  P erson  said,  that  he  printed  the  kook  ' 
called,  ‘ The  Grand  Ivssay  ; and  that  Dr. 
Coward  delivered  him  the  copy,  and  he  prim- 
ed 500  of  them. 

Dr.  Coward,  being  called  in,  said,  that  lie 
hath  not  read  the  book,  called,  * Second 
‘ Thoughts,'  tec.  since  Edwards  printed  the 
same  ; so  that  ho  ki  mvs  nut,  whether  it  be 
printed  according  to  his  copy  : He  never  in- 
tended any  thing  against  leligion;  and  that 
there  Ij  nothing  contained  in  those  book*,  con- 
trary either  to  morality,  or  religion.  That  lie 
dot*  not  deny  himself  to  be  the  auth  or  of 
those  books  ; and,  if  there  beany  i King  therein, 
against  religion,  or  morality,  he  heartily  sorry, 
and  is  ready  to  recant  the  same. 

Resolved,  “ That  the  said  Rooks  do  contain 
therein  divers  docilities  and  positions,  contrary 
to  the  doctrine  of  the  church  of  England,  and 
tending  to  the  subversion  of  the  Christian  re- 
ligion. 

Ordered  ; That  the  said  books  be  burnt  by 
the  common  hangman  to-morrow  morning,  in 

* These  word*  arc  supplied  from  the  original 
Report. 
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New  Palace  Yard,  Westminster ; and  that  the 
sheriffs  »f  London  and  Middlesex  do  assist  t lie 
serjeaut  at  anus  attending  this  house,  in  seeing 
the  same  done. 

A Bill  for  raising  Recruits  pasted.']  March 
51.  A Bill  entitled,  ‘ An  Act  for  racing  Ite- 
< cruits*  for  the  Land-forces  and  Marine^,  and 

* “One  of  the  most  considerable  Acts  passed 
this  session,  was,  for  ‘ raiMug  recruits  lor  the 
1 land-forces  and  marines/  which  impdwered 
the  justices  of  ptace,  or  any  three  of  them,  to 
take  np  such  idle  persons,  as  had  no  calling 
nor  means  of  subsistence,  and  to  deliver  them 
- to  the  officers  of  the  army,  upon  paying  them 
the  levy-money,  that  was  allowed  for  making 
recruits.  The  method  of  raising  these  hitherto, 
by  drmking,  and  other  had  practices,  as  they 
were  justly  odious,  so  they  were  now  so  well 
known,  that. they  were  no  more  of  any  effect ; 
so  that  the  army  could  not  be  recruited  but  by 
the  help  of  this  act;  which,  if  well  managed, 
might  prove  of  great  advantage  to  the  nation  ; 
since  by  this  means  they  would  be  delivered 
from  many  vicious  and  idle  persons,  who  were 
a burthen  to  thei.*  country,  and  indeed  of  late 
years  there  was  such  an  increase  of  the  poor, 
that  their  maintenance  was  become  in  most 
places  a very  heavy  load,  and  amounted  to  the 
full  half  of  t'ie  public  taxes.  The  party  in  both 
bouses,  who  had  been  all  along  cold  and  back- 
ward in  the  war,  opposed  this  act  with  unusual 
vehemence,  pretending  zeal  for  the  public  li- 
berty and  the  freedom  of  the  persons,  to  which, 
by  the  constitution,  they  said  every  Englishman 
bad  alright;  which  they  thought  could  not  be 
given  away  but  by  a legal  judgment,  and  for 
some  crime.  They  thought  this  put  a power 
into  the  hands  of  justices  of  peace,  which  might 
be  stretched  and  abused  to  serve  bad  purposes. 
Thus  men  who  seemed  engaged  to  an  interest 
that  was  destructive  to  all  liberty,  could  yet 
make  use  of  that  specious  pretence,  to  serve 
their  purpose.  The  chief  objection  made  to 
tiiis  act  in  the  house  of  lords  was,  that  the 
justices  of  peace  had  been  putin  and  out  in  so 
strange  a manner,  ever  since  sir  Nathan  Wright 
had  the  great  seal,  that  they  did  not  deserve 
that  so  large  a power  should  he  committed  to 
them.  Many  gentlemen  of  good  estates  and 
undent  families  had  been  of  late  put  out  of 
the  commission  for  no  other  visible  reason,  but 
because  they  had  entered  heartily  into  the  re- 
volution, and  had  continued  zealous  for  king 
William.  This  seemed  done  on  design  to  mark 
them,  and  to  lessen  the  interest  they  had  in 
the  elections  of  members  of  parliament;  and 
at  the  same  time,  men  of  no  worth,  nor  estate, 
and  known  to  he  ill-affected  to  the  queen’s  title 
and  to  the  Protestant  succession,  were  put  in, 
to  the  great  encouragement  of  ill-designing 
men.  All  wasmannged  by  secret  accusations, 
and  characters,  that  were  partially  given.  The 
lord  keeper  was  n zealot  to  the  party,  and  was 
become  very  exceptionable  in  all  respects. 
Money,  as  was  said,  did  every  thing  with  him ; 
•nlj  in  his  court  he  was  never  charged  with  any 
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1 for  dispcncing  with  partofthc  encourngeraenl 
4 aiulencrease  of  shipping  and  navigation,  du- 
* ring  the  present  war/  was  passed  by  th 
House  of  Lurds. 

The  Queen’s  Speech  ut  the  close  of  the  Ses 
lion.]  April  3.  Her  majesty  came  to  the  Hous 
of  Peers,  and  after  passing  several  acu>  mail 
the  following  Speecli  to  both  Houses : 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ; I cannot  put  ai 
end  to  tuis  session,  without  returning  you  (hank 
for  the  willingness  which  you  have  allexpressei 
to  support  and  assist  me,  in  continuing  tin 
present  war. — And  I must  thank  you,  gc» 
tlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons,  very  par 
ticulnrly,  for  the  great  forwardness  and 
which  you  have  shewn,  both  in  the  early  dis 
patch  of  the  supplies,  and  in  making  them  « 
effectual  for  carrying  on  the  public  expence 
; without  any  additional  burthens  upon  rbi 
country : it  shall  be  my  care,  to  improve  ibt 
to  the  best  advantage. — My  Lords  and  gentle 
men;  at  the  opening  of  this  session,  I did  ear 
nestly  express  my  desires  of  seeing  you  in  per 
feet  unity  among  yourselves,  ns  the  most  effee 
tual  means  imaginable  to  disappoint  ti  c azu 
bition  of  our  enemies,  and  reduce  them  to  ai 
honourable  and  lasting  pence:  and  thougj 
this  has  not  met  with  all  that  success  whid 
1 wished  and  expected,  yet,  being  fully  coo 
viiiced  that  nothing  is  so  necessary  to  our  coa 
ttion  welfare,  I am  not  discouraged  from  per 
sisting  in  the  same  earnest  desires,  that  jo 
would  go  down  irtto  your  several  countries  * 
disposed  to  moderation  and  unity,  as  become 
all  those  w ho  are  joined  together  in  the  tarn 
religion  and  interest. — This  I am  persuaded 
will  soon  make  you  sensible  that  nothin*!,  nei 
to  the  blessing  of  God,  can  in  much  contnbut 
to  our  success  abroad,  and  to  our  &afc(v  • 
home.” 

Then  the  Lord  Keeper,  by  her  majesty* 
command,  prorogued  the  parliament  to  Tuet 
day  the  4th  day  of  July  next.* 

thing  but  great  slowness,  by  which  the  Chan 
eery  was  become  one  of  the  heaviest  grievance 
of  the  nation.”  Tindal. 

* M Thus  ended  this  session  of  parliacneoi 
after  much  heat  and  contention  betw  een  then* 
houses ; and  though  the  queen  in  her  speech  re 
commended  to  them  union  and  mode  ration 
yet  those  words,  which  had  hitherto  carried  * 
good  a sound,  that  all  sides  pretended  t> 
them,  were  now  become  so  odious  to  violeo 
men,  that  even  in  sermons,  especially  at  Ox 
ford,  they  were  arraigned  as  importing  some 
what  that  was  unkind  to  the  church,  and  tha 
favoured  .dissenters.  The  House  of  Com mo* 
had,  during  this  session,  lost  much  of  their  Tt 
putation,  not  only  with  fair  and  impurbs 
judges,  but  even  with  those  who  were  niost 
dined  to  favour  them.  It  is  true,  the  (tody  0 
the  freeholders  began  to  be  uneasy  under  thi 
taxes,  and  to  cry  out  for  a peace;  and  mnstoi 
the  considerable  gentry  of  England,  who  bad 
most  to  lose,  seemed  not  to  apprehend  the  (Etc 
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PuyciPAL  Occurrences  during  the 
Reiess — Change  in  the  Ministry — The  Scottish 
Plot — The  Duke  of  Marlborough  marches  into 
Germany — The  Rattle  of  Sc  fit  lie  nberg-  -Bat- 
tle of  Hacks! et — Surrender  of  Landau  and 
Truer  bach — The  Duke  of  Marlborough  arrives 
a Ragland — Gibraltar  taken — Engagement 
of  J/a/nga.]  44  The  carl  of  Nottingham,”  says 
T.adal,  44  was  animated  by  the  parlor  to  press 
the  queen  to  dismiss  the  dukes  o!  Somerset 
ar ! Devonshire  from  the  cabinet  council,  or 
tt  least,  that  they  might  be  called  thither  no 
more.  He  moved  it  often,  but,  finding  no  in- 
clnation  in  the  queen  to  comply  with  his  mo- 
tion, be  carried  the  seals  to  her,  and  told  her, 
dbt  he  could  not  serve  any  longer  in  councils, 
to  which  those  lords  weu  admitted.  The 
queen  desired  him  to  consider  better  of  it,  but 
he  returned  next  day  fixed  in  bis  fir»t  lesolti- 
bi>a.  tu  which  he  adhered  the  more  steadily, 
because  the  queen  had  sent  to  the  earl  of 
Jersey  for  the  lord  chamberlain’s  staff,  and  to 
tr  Edward  Seymour  for  the  comptroller’s. 
The  earl  of  Jersey  wes  a weak  man,  but  crafty 
*ol  Hell  practised  in  the  arts  of  a court.  His 
bdv  was  a papist,  and  it  was  believed,  that, 
tfalehe  was  ambassador  in  France,  he  was  se- 
cret!/ reconciled  to  the  court  of  St.  Germain’*, 
tor  alter  that  be  seemed  to  be  in  their  interests. 
9e  was  considered  as  the  person,  who  was  now 
■ the  closest  correspondence  with  the  court  of 
mace  ; and,  though  he  was  in  himself  a very 
Bcon«derable  man,  yet  he  was  applied  to  by 
dl  those,  who  wished  well  to  the  court  of  St. 
5ennain’s.  Hi*  staff  of  lord  chamberlain  was 
fan  to  the  carl  of  Kent,  who  was  the  first 
id  of  England,  and  bad  a great  estate.  Mr. 
tinsel,  the  heir  of  a very  considerable  family 
k Wales,  was  made  comptroller  of  the  house- 
old  ; and,  after  a month’s  delay,  Mr.  Ilarley, 
bt Speaker,  was  declared  secretary  of  state, 
fid  Mr.  Henry  St.  John  was  appointed  secre- 
wvat  wat  in  the  room  of  Bbiitbwaite.* 


ers  the  nation  was  in,  if  it  should  fall  under 
be  power  of  France,  and  into  the  hands  of 
b*  Pretender  ; or  else  they  were  so  fatally 
boded,  as  not  to  see,  that  these  must  be  the 
ncseqnences  of  those  measures,  into  which 
bey  vrere  engaged.”  Tindal. 

• “ The  I are  differences  between  the  Lords 
j»d  Commons  had  rni  ed  so  great  a ferment  in 
be  nation,  that  the  parliament  had  not  long 
eea  prorogued,  before  a paper  was  printed 
ad  dispersed,  intitled,  * Legion’s  humble  Ad- 
dress to  the  Lords,*  wherein  the  proccedin£s 
f the  Commons,  with  relation  to  the  Ayles- 
«3rv  business,  nnd  the  examination  of  the 
feats  Plot,  were  reflected  on  with  great  free- 
oaL  The  first  were  taxed  * as  arbitrary  and 
illegal,  contrary  to  the  ^berries  of  English- 
nteo,  destructive  of  the  rights  of  election,  and 
an  invasion  of  the  nation's  judicature.’  And, 
ato  the  other  it  was  suggested, 41  That  the  com* 
ijuaeating  her  majesty  with  the  title  of  * a 
queen  sitting  on  the  throne  of  her  ancestors 
by  right  of  succession  from  her  father,’  w lien, 
v*u  vi. 


‘^During  these  transactions,  the  Scottish  Plot 
made  a great  noise,  and  accounts  of  it  soon 
reaching  France,  Frazer  was  immediately  shut 
up  in  the  Bast  ilc.  On  the  other  hand,  Lindsay, 
who  would  discover  nothing  before  the  com- 
mittee of  Lords,  was  tried  upon  the  act  made 
against  corresponding  with  France,  and  sen- 
tenced to  die.  Being  carried  to  Tyburn,  he 
was  told  by  the  sheriff,  that  he  must  expect  no 
mercy,  unless  he  acknowledged  his  crime,  and 
discovered  what  he  knew  of  the  conspiracy. 
But,  as  it  is  believed,  upon  a secret  intima- 
tion, that  be  was  to  be  reprieved,  he  still  con- 
tinued obstinate  and  mute,  and  was  carried 
back  to  Newgate,  where  he  continued  prisoner 
for  some  years,  and  then,  being  banished  the 
kingdom,  he  died  in  Holland  in  a very  miser- 
able condition.  The  truth  is,  whether,  as 
some  were  of  opinion,  the  ministry  found  the 
queen  inclined  to  favour  the  friends  of  the 

at  the  same  time,  they  knew  her  right  depend- 
ed upon  the  validity  of  parliament-limitation, 
and  wai  built  on  the  foot  of  the  late  Revolution, 
and  the  Act  of  Settlement,  was  a barbarous 
treachery  to  the  whole  nation,  an  insolent  af- 
front to  her  majesty,  an  insinuation  of  the  title 
of  the  pretended  prince  of  Wales,  and  a vil- 
lainous attempt  to  destroy  the  present  settle- 
ment of  the  succession,  and  was  consequently 
high  treason  by  their  own  act  of  parliament : 
And  that  to  address  her  majesty  to  extend  her 
prerogative,  and  thereby  to  embroil  her  with 
the  privilege  of  the  Peers,  was  the  most  ag- 
gravated piece  of  treachery,  that  ever  House 
of  Commons  was  or  could  be  guilty  of;  the 
same  being  an  affront  to  her  majesty,  a malici- 
ous design  on  her  person,  by  persuading  her  to 
enter  on  that  very  tiling,  the  exorbitant  prac- 
tice whereof  was  the  ruin  of  her  father  aud 
grandfather ; an  unprecedented  attempt  upon 
the  liberties  of  the  people,  nnd  a meddling  with 
what  they  have  no  power  or  right  to  touch. 
Their  lordships  were  likewise  applauded  for 
their  zeal,  courage,  and  fidelity,  in  vindicating 
their  own  undoubted  rights  invaded  by  the 
House  of  Commons,  in  their  diligent  care  for 
the  safety  of  her  majesty’s  person,  in  searching 
after  the  deeply-laid  contrivances  of  her  ene- 
mies in  the  late  plot,  and  in  their  asserting  the 
flier  ties  and  rights  of  the  people  of  England 
against  the  invasion  and  usurpation  of  the 
House  of  Commons.  And,  as  the  Lords  were 
looked  upon  as  the  sanctuary  and  safely,  of  this 
nation,  so,  in  the  name  of  the  injured  free- 
holders aud  Commons  of  England,  their  lord- 
ships were  assured,  that  they  would  firmly  ad- 
here to,  and  faithfully  defend  their  lordships 
m the  further  pursuit  of  these  just  and  glorious 
ends.”  Though  there  was  n great  deal  of  truth 
in  this  paper,  yet,  being  represented  by  the 
Gloucestershire  justices,  at  the  instigation  of 
Mr.  Howe,  to  the  queen,  as  of  dangerous  con- 
sequence, a proclamation  was  published,  pro-s 
mising  a reward  of  100/.  for  the  discovery  of 
the  author,  and  50/.  for  apprehending  the 
printer,  which  had  no  effect.  Tindal. 
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rfourt  of  St.  Germain* ; or  whether  they  them- 
selves were  unwilling  to  irritate  the  Scot*  at 
this  critical  juncture;  it  is  rbost  certain,  that, 
even  after  the  removal  of  the  carl  of  Not- 
tingham, the  farther  discovery  of  the  Plot 
was  prosecuted  with  great  tenderness  or  neg- 
ligence. 

“ On  the  21st  of  April,  the  duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough embarked  for  Holland,  and  in  three  days 
arrived  at  the  Hague.  Two  days  after  his 
coining,  he  was  attended  by  a solemn  deputa- 
tion of  the  States,  in  order  to  confer  with  him. 
The  conference  lasted  six  hours.  The  chief 
subject  of  debate  was  about  sending  a good 
army  towards  the  Moselle.  This  was  all  that 
was  proposed  in  public,  and  to  this  the  States 
of  Zealand,  and  two  other  provinces,  strongly 
objected.  They  would  not  agree,  that  the 
duke  should  have  an  unlimited  command  to 
lead  the  army  where  lie  pleased,  and  thought 
it  a very  dangerous  project  to  march  the 
troops  at  so  great  a distance.  The  Zeahmd 
deputies  opposed  it  so  strenuously,  that  the 
duke  was  obliged  to  tell  them  plainly,  that  he 
had  the  queen's  positive  orders  to  march  with 
the  troops  in  her  pay  towards  the  Moselle. 
Accordingly,  having  taken  his  leave  of  the 
States,  the  duke  set  out  from  Holland,  and  in 
five  days  arrived  at  Maestricht,  where  his  army 
was  encamped.  Prom  Maestricht  the  duke  of 
Marlborough  marched  to  Bcdburg. 

“ The  French  in  Flanders  began  by  this  time 
to  be  alarmed,  though  they  .were  far  from  sus- 
pecting the  duke's  real  design.  His  marching 
towards  Cobleniz,  and  the  great  preparations 
which  were  making  in  that  place,  made  i hem 
believe,  that  he  designed  to  open  the  campaign 
with  the  siege  of  Traerbacb,  and  endeavour 
to  advance  along  the  Moselle  into  France. 
Upon  this  supposition  they  detached  5,000  foot, 
and  2,000  horse  towards  that  river,  and  gave 
out,  that  they  intended  the  siege  of  Huy, 
vainly  imagining,  that  by  this  report  they  might 
stop  the  progress  of  the  English  general.  But 
the  duke,  well  knowing  that  the  forces  which 
were  left  in  Flanders  under  Auverquerque, 
were  sufficient  to  frustrate  any  attempt  which 
the  French  could  make  on  that  side,  contiuucd 
his  march,  and  advanced  from  Bedburg  to 
Kerpenord,  the  next  day  to  Kalsecken,  where 
he  received  an  express  from  prince  l^wisof 
Baden,  with  some  intercepted  letters,  by  which 
it  appeared,  that  the  French  intended  to  force 
their  passage  through  the  Black-forest,  and, 
artcr  joining  the  Bavarians,  to  inarch  directly 
to  Vienna.  About  the  same  time,  the  duke 
received  advice  from  the  Netherlands,  that  the 
court  of  France  had  sent  positive  orders  to 
Villeroy  to  march  towards  the  Moselle  with  35 
battalions,  and  40  squadrons,  being  still  firmly 
persuaded,  that  the  duke  would  act  on  that 
*idc.  Upon  this,  the  duke  gave  immediate 
orders  for  his  forces  to  march  with  all  expedi- 
tion ; and  whilst  the  army  was  on  a full  march, 
he  went  to  take  a view  of  the  fortifications  of 
Bonne,  where,  having  given  his  directions  to 
the  governor  of  that  place,  he  returned  in  the 
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evening  to  the  army.  Here  he  received  cer- 
tain advice,  that  the  recruit*  for  the  French 
army  in  Bavdria,  with  farther  reinforce  menu, 
had  joined  the  elector  three  day’s  before  at 
Villingen.  But  the  duke,  notwithstanding  this 
junction  of  the  enemies,  was,  on  account  of  the 
number  of  the  troops  which  the  French  left  be- 
hind them,  and  by  the  marshal**  marching  back 
with  the  rest  of  his  army  towards  the  Rhine, 
confirmed  in  his  opinion,  that  the  enemies  were 
as  yet  wholly  ignorant  of  his  design.  He  there- 
fore continued  his  march  with  unwearied  dili- 
gence, and  advanced  to  the  camp  of  NeudoriT 
near  Coblentx,  where,  besides  Mr.  Davenaot, 
the  queen’s  agent  at  Francfort,  and  M.  d’Ame- 
lo,  envoy  extraordinary  from  the  States-generui, 
count  NVratislaw,  in  his  return  from  London, 
waited  on  him  to  settle  all  things  for  his  far- 
ther march,  and  his  conjunction  with  the  im- 
perial army.  Then  the  duke  passed  the 
Neckar  near  Ladenburg,  where  he  rested  three 
days.  Having,  by  this  time,  gained  the  ad- 
vance of  some  days  of  the  French  army,  be 
wrote  to  the  States  from  Ladenburg,  to  let 
them  know  that  he  had  the  queen’s  order  to 
march  to  the  relief  of  the  empire,  with  which 
he  hoped  they  would  agree,  and  allow  his  car- 
rying their  troops  to  share  in  the  honour  of  lint 
expedition.  He  had  their  answer  as  quick  a> 
the  courier  could  bring  it,  by  which  they  ap- 
proved of  the  design,  and  of  his  carrying  their 
troops  w ith  him.  So  he  had  now  the  whole 
army  at  his  own  disposal. 

“ The  French  imagining  that  he  would  ad- 
vance to  the  Upper- Rhine,  Villeroy  marched 
thither  with  all  possible  speed;  and,  at  th« 
same  time,  a detachment  of  7 battalions  and 
2t  squadrons,  from  the  confederate  army  in 
Flanders,  under  the  duke  of  Wirtemberg,  fol- 
lowed the  duke  of  Marlborough,  who  marched 
from  Ladenburg  to  Mildcnheim,  where,  the 
next  day,  prince  Eugene  paid  him  a visit.  The 
consultations  between  the  prince  and  the  duke 
lasted  several  hours ; and  it  was  agreed  upon, 
that  the  two  armies  should  join,  and  the  duke 
and  prince  Lewis  of  Baden  should  command 
each  day  alternately,  and  that  prince  Eugene 
should  go  upon  the  Rhine  to  command  a sepa* 
rate  army.  The  troops  being  drawn  up  in  or* 
der  of  battle,  the  duke  accompanied  prince 
Eugene  to  a review,  when  the  prince  seemed 
wonderfully  pleased  to  find  them  in  such  ex- 
cellent order  after  so  long  a march.  The  next 
day,  prince  Lewis  of  Baden  arrived  in  the  camp 
at  Great-Heppach,  where  a conference  wa* 
held  in  the  evening.  The  day  following  th* 
troops  marched  from  Great-Heppacb,  an® 
prince  Lewis  vfrent  to  his  army  on  the  Danube, 
and  prince  Eugene  rid  post  for  Philipshurgh  U> 
command  the  army  on  the  Rhine,  and  on  ti»c 
22d  joined  prince  Lewis  of  Baden  at  Wasterstet. 
On  the  2 tth  the  army  marched  from  thence  ta 
EIchin«jen,  the  next  day  to  Gingen.  On 
30th  the  army  marched  from  thence  to  Land- 
thausien  on  the  right,  and  Balmcrtslioif*0 
on  the  left,  and  passed  so  near  the  enemy* 
camp,  that  lieuteaaut-gcneral  Bulau  *** 
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sent  out  the  i light  before  with  a detachment  of 
1,000  horse  and  dragoons,  to  secure  the  ave- 
nues, by  which  they  might  have  disturbed  the 
march  of  the  allies,  who,  by  this  means,  pro- 
ceeded without  any  opposition.  On  the  1st  of 
July  they  continued  their  march  in  sight  of  the 
enemy*  intrtnehments  at  Dillingen,  and  in- 
camped  the  right  at  Amerdighen,  and  the  left 
at  Onderingen . 

“ While  they  lay  in  this  camp,  the  duke  re- 
ceived advice,  that  the  elector  of  Bavaria  hatj 
seat  the  best  of  his  infantry  to  reinforce  count 
dWrco,  h ho  was  posted  at  Scliellenberg,  a 
rising  ground  on  the  Danube,  near  Dona- 
wert,  a here,  for  several  days,  he  had  caused 
some  thousands  of  men  to  work  upon  in  trench- 
meats,  os  being  a post  of  vast  importance.  The 
duke  resolved  to  march  and  attack  the  enemy  ; 
and  the  necessary  directions  being  given  to  the 
rjojy,  on  the  2d  of  July,  early  in  the  morning, 
he  advanced  with  a detachment  of  30  squad- 
rons of  Euglish  and  Dutch,  a considerable  num- 
ber of  foot  commanded  by  lieut.-gencral  Goor, 
3 battalions  of  imperial  grenadiers  under  prince 
Lewis  of  Baden,  and  the  rest  ofthearray  followed 
with  all  possible  diligence.  But  the  march  be- 
ing long,  and  the  ways  very  bad,  they  could  not 
reach  the  river  WeVmitz,  which  run  by  Dona- 
**ert,  till  about  noon,  and  it  was  three  hours 
before  the  bridges  were  finished,  for  the  troops 
*nd  cannon  to  passover.  About  5 o’clock  iu 
the  afternoon,  they  came  before  Schellenberg, 
s id  the  duke  of  Marlborough  moved  up  with 
the  horse  as  near  the  enemy’s  intrenchments  as 
was  necessary  to  take  a view  of  them.  In  the 
mran  time,  the  artillery  began  to  lire  upon  the 
enemy,  who  answered  briskly  from  their  batte- 
nrs  for  about  an  hour,  when  the  English  and 
Dutch  foot,  supported  by  the  horse  and  d ra- 
toons, began  the  attack  with  prodigious  reso- 
lution, before  the  Imperialists  could  arrive  ; 
bur,  having  the  greatest  part  of  the  enemy’s 
f»rcej  to  contend  with,  they  were  at  first  oblig- 
ed to  give  ground.  Soon  after  the  Imperialists 
came  up  very  seasonably,  and  being  led  on  in 
good  order  by  prince  Lewis  of  Baden,  advanced 
to  the  enemy’s  works  without  once  firing,  threw 
their  fascines  into  the  ditch,  and  passed  over 
with  incunsiderable  loss.  The  enemy’s  horse 
charged  them  vigorously,  but  were  repulsed ; 
u>d  then,  the  Imperial  cavalry  entering  their 
wrenchments,  and  the  English  and  Dutch 
breaking  in  about  the  same  time,  the  confe- 
derates made  a dreadful  slaughter  of  the 
enemy.  The  horse  and  dragoons  shared 
tie  .glory  of  the  day  with  the  infantry,  nnd 
the  confederate  troops  behaved  themselves 
with  incredible  bravery  and  resolution.  Bur, 
to  the  attack  was  begun  by  a battalion  of  the 
English  foot-guards,  and  the  regiments  of  Ork- 
ney aod  Ingoldsby,  they  suffered  very  much. 
D,e  coemy’s  forces  consisted  of  32,000  men, 
choice  troops,  commanded  in  chief  by  count 
hArco,  and  under  him  by  two  Bavarian  nnd 
twu  French  lieut.-genera)s.  As  soon  as  the 
confederates  had  possessed  the  intrenchments, 
enemy  rap  away  in  <*reat  confusion  to  Do- 
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nawert  and  the  Danube ; but,  being  closely 
pursued  by  the  horse  and  dragopns,  a great 
many  followed  the  example  of  their  generals, 
who  saved  themselves  by  swimming  over  that 
river.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  was  computed  tt 
be  about  6,000  men.  The  confederates  made 
themselves  masters  of  16  pieces  of  cannon,  13 
colours,  witli  all  their  tents  and  baggage. 
The  duke  of  Marlborough  gained  ureat  honour 
in  this  action,  giving  directions  with  extraordi- 
nary presence  of  mind,  and  exposing  his  per- 
son to  the  greatest  danger.  The  next  day,  the 
Bavarian  garrison  quitted  Donawcrt  upon  the 
approach  of  the  confederates,  and  broke  down 
the  bridges,  but  had  not  time  to  destroy  their 
ammunition  and  provisions,  as  they  had  in- 
tended. 

“ The  elector  of  Bavaria  was  no  sopner  in- 
formed of  the  defeat  of  his  troops  at  Schellen- 
berg, than  he  quitted  his  stroug  camp  between 
Diliingen  and  Lnvingen,  and  came  to  the  other 
side  of  the  Danube,  over-against  Douawert, 
in  his  march  to  the  river  Lechc,  to  prevent  the 
confederates  cutting  off  his  retreat  to  hi* 
country. 

“ On  the  5th  of  July,  the  duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough passed  the  Danube  near  Donawcrt ; nnd, 
on  the  17th,  count  de  Frise,  with  a detach- 
ment of  4,000  men  and  12  piece's  of  cannon, 
marched  over  the  river  Lcche,  and  took  post 
in  the  country  of  Bavaria.  The  whole  army 
marched  at  the  same  time,  and  incamped  with 
the  right  at  ilamber,  and  the  left  at  Ginder- 
kingen.  Upon  the  first  notice  of  the  allies  hav- 
ing begun  to  pass  the  Leclie,  the  garrison  of 
Newburg  marched  out  and  retired  to  Ingold- 
stadt.  Whereupon  a detachment  of  dragoon* 
was  immediately  sent  out  by  the  duke  of  Slarl- 
borough  to  take  possesion  of  that  place;  and 
rince  Lewi*  of  Baden  ordered  general  Iler- 
erville,  who  commanded  a separate  body  of 
between  3 and  1,000  men  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Danube,  to  remain  there  for  the  security 
of  that  important  place,  and  for  the  draw- 
ing of  provisions  out  of  Franconia  for  the  sub- 
sistance  of  the  confederate  troops,  while  they 
continued  in  Bavaria.  On  the  loth,  the  whole 
army  passed  die  Leclie  ; and,  on  the  13th, 
count  Vecklen,  general  of  the  Palatine  horse, 
arrived  from  prince  Eugene  of  Savoy  with  nn 
account,  that  the  marshals  Villeroy  and  Taliard 
had  passed  the  Khine  above  fort  held,  in  order 
to  succour  the  elector  of  Bavaria:  tor  which 
reason  he  desired  a reinforcement  of  horse,  to 
enable  him  the  better  to  observe  the  enemy’s 
motions.  Upon  which  prince  Maximilian  of 
Hanover  was  detached  w ith  thirty  squadrons  of 
imperial  horse,  with  orders  to  join  prince  Eu- 
gene with  all  possible  diligence. 

•*  The  duke  of  Marlborough  having  now  the 
elector  of  Bavaria  at  so  grout  a disadvantage, 
entered  upon  a treaty  with  him,  and  offered 
him  what  terms  he  could  desire,  either  for  him- 
self or  his  brother,  even  to  the  pay  ing  him  the 
whole  charge  of  the  war,  upon  condition  that 
he  would  immediately  break  with  the  French, 
and  send  Ins  army  into  Italy  to  join  with  the 
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Imperialists  there.  The  elector’s  subjects  who 
were  now  at  mercy,  pressed  him  vehemently  to 
accept  of  these  terms;  and  he  seemed  inclined 
to  hearken  to  them,  and  messengers  went  often 
between  the  two  armies.  But  this  was  done 
only  to  Rain  time,  for  he  sent  courier  after 
courier  with  most  pressing  instances  to  hasten 
the  advance  of  the  French  army.  When  he 
saw,  that  he  could  gain  no  more  time,  the 
matter  went  so  far,  that  articles  were  ordered 
to  lie  made  ready  for  signing,  which,  in  con- 
clusion, he  refused  to  do.  This  refusal  was 
highly  resented  by  the  duke  of  Marlborough 
and  prince  Lewis  of  Baden,  who  immediately 
scat  out  the  count  de  la  Tour,  general 
of  the  imperial  horse,  and  the  count  of  east 
Friseland,  lieut.  general  in  the  Dutch  service, 
with  30  squadrons  of  horse  and  dragoons,  to 
plunder  and  burn  the  country  of  Bavaria  as 
far  as  Munich,  the  capital  city,  hoping,  that 
either  a generous  compassion  for  lus  subjects, 
or  the  want  of  subsistence,  would  conquer  the 
elector's  obstinacy.  In  the  mean  time,  the  in- 
habitants of  these  parts  were  in  the  greatest 
consternation,  and  sent  deputies  to  the  duke  of 
Marlborough,  offering  to  pay  large  contribu- 
tions to  prevent  military  execution.  But  the 
duke  replied,  “ That  the  forces  of  the  queen 
of  Great-Britain  were  not  come  into  Bavaria 
to  get  money,  but  to  bring  their  prince  to  rea- 
son.^ The  two  generals  therefore  put  their 
commission  in  execution  with  the  utmost  seve- 
rity, while  the  elector  of  Bavaria  and  the  mar- 
shal de  Marsiu,  having  evacuated  Ratisbon, 
were  obliged  to  confine  themselves  within  their 
strong  camp  and  intrenchnicnts  at  Augsburg, 
in  expectation  of  another  army  from  France 
under  marshal  Tallard,  which,  notwithstanding 
all  I he  vigilance  and  precaution  of  prince  Eu- 
gene, arrived  before  the  end  of  July  at  Bibe- 
rach  near  Uim,  to  the  number  of  about  twen- 
ty-t  vo  thousand  men.  Upon  this,  the  elec- 
tor marched  w ith  Ins  army  from  Augsburg,  and 
took  that  opportunity  to  join  the  French. 

u 'Hie  confederate  army,  under  the  dnke  of 
Marlborough,  having  intelligence  of  those  pro- 
ceedings, decamped  on  the  4th  of  August  from 
Fribuig,  and  inarched  that  night  to  Kippach. 
The  next  morning  they  encamped  from  thence, 
nnd  marched  to  liokemvert,  w here  they  con- 
tinued two  days.  During  that  time,  the  duke 
of  Mailborough,  prince  Eugene,  and  prince 
T.c  ' is  of  Baden,  held  a council  of  war;  wherein 
it  was  agreed,  that  prince  Ix‘wis  should  besiege 
Ingolduadr,  whilst  the  other  two  were  to  ob- 
serve the  elector  of  Barariu.  On  theCth,  the 
army  under  the  duke  of  Marlborough  marched 
from  Slokenwert  to  St.  Sauditzel;  and,  on  the 
?Uli  from  thence  to  Axheim  ; and  at  the  same 
time,  prince  Lewis  went  another  way,  and  bent 
liis  march  directly  to  Ncwbcrg,  in  order  to  in- 
vest Jugoldstadt.  'I  he  same  day,  the  duke  of 
Marlborough  received  advice,  that  the  ene- 
my had  passed  part  of  their  army  over  the 
Danube,  at  Lewingcn : whereupon  he  ordered 
general  Churchill  to  march  with  a strong  de- 
tachment over  that  river  at  Schonevelt ; to  re- 
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inforce  prince  Eugene,  who  lay  encamped  i 
Donuwert.  'Hie  10th,  they  marched  to  Scorn 
velt;  nnd  the  day  following  intelligence  wi 
brought,  that  the  enemy's  troops  had  all  gi 
over  the  Danube;  so  that  the  duke  ofMarlb* 
rough  immediately  ordered  his  army  to  marc 
by  break  of  day,  and  pass  that  river  likewise 
whicli  was  performed  accordingly,  aod,  s 
night,  the  whole  army,  being  rejoined,  ineauq 
ed  at  Munster.  On  the  12th,  very  early  in  tl 
morning,  the  generals  of  the  allies  went  to  vie 
the  enemy’s  army,  taking  with  them  all  the  pit 
quet  guard,  which  consisted  of  twcnty-eigl 
squadrons.  The  duke  of  Marlborough  an 
prince  Eugene  went  up  to  the  top  of  a tow* 
called  Thiffingen,  that  they  might  the  hctt< 
observe  the  posture  of  the  enemy;  and  the 
took  notice,  that  their  advanced  squadron 
which  were  in  motion  towards  the  allies,  stop 
ped  short,  after  they  had  perceived  then 
They  were  posseted  of  a very  ndvantngeou 
post,  on  a hill  near  Ilochstet,  their  right  dun1 
being  covered  by  the  Danube,  and  the  xillag 
of  Blenheim,  nnd  the  left  by  the  village  c 
Lutzcngen  ; and  they  had  a rivulet  before  them 
whose  banks  were  very  high,  and  the  botton 
marshy.  However,  after  some  consultation,  i 
wns  thought  proper  to  foil  upon  the  enemy 
before  they  had  time  to  fortify  themselves  ii 
that  post.  The  duke  of  Marlborough  anc 
prince  Eugene  saw  the  danger  of  being  force* 
to  lie  idle  in  their  own  camp,  till  their  foragt 
should  he  consumed,  and  their  provisions  spent. 
They  had  also  intercepted  letters  from  marshal 
Y'lllaroy  to  the  elector  of  Bavaria,  by  wbirh  ii 
appeared,  that  he  had  orders  to  march  into 
Wirtemberg,  to  destroy  that  country,  and  to 
cut  off  the  communication  with  the  Rhine, 
which  must  have  been  fatal  to  the  allies.  The 
necessary  dispositions  were  therefore  made  lor 
the  next  morning's  action.  Many  of  the  gene- 
ral officers  catni*  and  represented  to  the  duke 
of  Marlborough  the  difficulties  of  the  design  : 
he  answered,  that  he  saw  these  well,  hut  ihe 
thing  was  absolutely  necessary ; so  they  were 
sent  to  give  orders  every  where,  which  were 
received  all  over  the  army  with  an  alacrity  that 
gave  a happy  presage  of  the  success  w hich  fol- 
lowed. 

“ On  the  13th  of  August,  a day  which  de- 
cided the  elector’s  fate  by  the  loss  of  all  his  coun- 
try, early  in  the  morning,  t he  whole  confederate 
army  marched  from  Munster,  leaving  tl»cir 
tents  standing ; ami  the  duke  of  Marlborough 
and  prince  Eugene,  having  poster!  tbenistbes 
on  a rismg  ground,  summoned  all  the  genful 
officers,  to  give  them  the  necc ssary  directions,  w 
other  to  at  tuck  the  enemy;  upon  which,  the 
army  advanced  to  the  plain,  and  were  dra«n 
up  in  order  of  battle.  About  nine  o’clock,  the 
enemy  fired  some  cannon  upon  our  troops,  m 
they  were  marching  to  ft»rrn  the  line,  who  aft* 
answered  from  our  batteries  with  good  success 

e.nd  both  armies  continued  cannonading  ea<‘ > 

other  till  near  one;  during  which  time, the  dllkC 
of  Marlborough  ordered  a little  rivulet  and  n»'v 
rass  in  the  front  of  the  enemy  to  be  sounded. 
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and,  wl»ere  it  was  found  impassible,  orders  were 
apvea  to  the  horse  of  the  second  line  of  the 
allies  to  provide  themselves,  each  squadron  with 
twenty  fascines,  to  facilitate  the  passage.  These 
preparation*  being-made,  the  duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough give  orders  for  a general  attack,  which 
w is  begun  about  one  o’clock . Prince  Eugene  and 
li*  imperial  general  officers  were  on  the  right; 
general  Churchill,  the  lord  Cutts,  lieut.  gen. 
ijumley,  the  lord  Orkney,  and  lieut.  gen.  Jg- 
aokbby,  with  the  rest  of  the  English  and  Dutch 
gentrab,  we.'e  on  (he  left;  and  the  duke  of 
Marlborough  in  the  centre  commanded  the 
whole.  Major-eenernl  Wilks  made  the  first 
onset,  w ii h five  English  battalions  of  Ilow,  Ig- 
t»->id>br,  Marlborough,  Rowe,  and  North  and 
Crc  v,  and  four  battalions  of  Hessians,  supported 
by  the  lord  Cutts,  and  major-general  St.  Paul, 
• ith  eleven  other  battalions,  and  fifteen  squa- 
ll/.^* of  horse,  under  the  command  of  major- 
teoeral  Wood.  The  five  English  battalions, 
*-d  on  by  brigadier  Rowe,  who  charged  on 
loot  at  tl»e  head  of  his  own  regiment  w ith  un- 
paralleled intrepidity,  assaulted  the  village  of 
itienhein,  advancing  to  the  very  mur/les  of  the 
enemy’s  muskets,  and  some  of  the  officers  ex- 
changing thrusts  of  swords  with  the  French 
fh-oogh  the  palisadoes.  But  being  exposed  to  a 
fm  much  superior  to  their  own,  they  were  soon 
r-bh^ed  to  retire,  kaviug  behind  them  one  third 
part  of  their  men  cither  killed  or  mortally 
wounded,  the  brigadier  who  commanded  them. 
Wing  among  the  last.  In  this  retreat,  they 
*erc  pursued  by  thirteen  squadrons  of  the 
French  gendarmerie  and  carabineers,  w ho  would 
bwe  unirelv  cut  them  to  pieces,  lrad  not  the 
Hevun  infantry  stopped  their  career,  by  the 
great  fire  they  made  upon  them.  The  French 
Wrog  rcpulud,  and  forced  to  fly  in  their  turn, 
*ere  chaced  by  five  squadrons  of  Ennh:th 
berse,  who  by  this  time  had  passed  the  rivulet; 
tat  whilst  the  enemy  rallied  themselves,  some 
f^h  brigades,  superior  in  number,  came  to 
ttaratsiHauct, charged  the  assailants  with  great 
»tfour,  and  obliged  many  of  them  to  repass  the 
nrulet  with  great  precipitation.  Here  again 
Hessian  foot  performed  signal  service,  put- 
tog  the  French  to  the  rout  by  their  continual 
tire,  and  regaining  the  colours,  which  they  had 
tiVen  from  Rowe’s  regiment. 

“ While  Rowe’s  brigade  rallied  themselves, 
hut  of  Ferguson,  commanded  by  himself,  nt- 
l*”ked  the  village  of  Blenheim,  on  the  left,  hut 
*'th  do  better  success;  and,  though  both  re- 
turned three  or  .our  limes  to  the  charge  with 
fqaal  vigour,  ypt  they  were  both  still  repulsed 
like  disadvantage,  so  that  it  was  found 
• ^possible  to  force  the  enemy  in  that  post, 
'“tUat  mtirely  sacrificing  the  confederate  in- 
fantry. 

“ The  English  foot  having  thus  begun  the 
^Cagement  on  the  left,  the  horse  of  the  same 
passed  the  rivulet,  with  great  bravery, 
o»fr  agamst  the  centre  or  main  battalia  of 
fW  enemy ; as  did  likewise  that  of  the  right 
wing,  Uving  made  several  passages  with  divers 
ptetsof  wuod.  After  which  they  drew  sip  in 
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order  of  battle,  the  French  and  Bavarians  giv- 
ing them  all  the  time  that  could  he  desired  for 
that  purpose,  keeping  themselves  very  quiet 
on  the  hills,  which  they  were  possessed  of,  with- 
out descending  into  the  meadows  towards  the 
rivulet,  so  that  even  the  second  line  of  the 
horse  had  time  to  form  themselves  : and  to  this- 
capital  fault  of  the  French,  the  confederates 
were  thought  to  have  owed  principally  their 
victory.  '1  his  neglect  is  said  to  have  proceed- 
ed from  an  ill-timed  haughtiness  and  presump- 
tion of  marshal  deTallard,  who  being  informed 
that  the  nllics  were  laying  bridges  on  the  rivu- 
let, used  this  expression,  “ if  they  have  not 
bridges  enough,  I will  lend  them  some ;”  and 
when  they  told  him  that  our  troops  were  actu- 
ally coming  over  the  rivulet,  he  is  reported  to 
have  said,  “ Let  them  puss:  the  more  cornea 
over,  the  more  wc  shall  have  to  kilt  and  make 

firisoners.”  But,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  al- 
fdged  by  some  that  he  had  given  positive  or- 
ders not  to  let  the  enemy  pass  the  rivulet,  but 
to  charge  them  as  they  passed ; which  orders 
were  not  executed. 

“ At  length  the  duke’s  cavalry  moving  to- 
wards the  hill,  that  of  marshal  de  Tallard  came 
down,  and  charged  them  with  a great  deal  of 
fury;  the  French  infantry,  posted  at  Blenheim, 
making  at  the  same  time  a terrible  fire  from  be- 
hind wmc  hedges  on  their  flank,  which  were 
ndvanccd  too  near  that  village,  so  that  the  first 
line  was  put  into  such  disorder,  that  part  of 
them  retired  beyond  the  rivulet.  Upon  this, 
the  duke  gave  orders  to  lieutenant  general 
Bulaw,  commander  in  chief  of  the  (mops  of 
Lunenburgh,  to  bring  up  his  own  regiment  of 
dragoons,  and  two  of  the  troops  of  Zell,  which 
charged  the  enemy’s  hor*e  with  so  much  vigour, 
tliut  they  broke  them,  and  drove  them  beyond 
i lie  second  rivulet,  called  Meul  Weyer,  and 
from  thence  to  the  very  hedges  of  the  village  of 
Blenheim.  This  gave  time  to  those,  who  had 
given  ground,  to  repass  the  rivulet,  and  to  form 
a second  line  behind  those  regiments  of  dra- 
goons, and  some  others,  that  had  joined  them, 
that  those  dragoons  remained  in  the  first  line 
during  the  rest  of  the  action. 

“ The  cavalry  of  the  confederates  left  wing, 
having  by  this  success  gainer!  the  advantage  of 
forming  themselves  entirely  in  order  of  battle, 
advanced  leisurely  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  and 
several  times  charged  the  enemy’s  horse,  who 
were  always  routed,  but  who,  nevertheless,  ral- 
lied every  time,  though  at  a considerable  dis- 
tance, and  thereby  gave  the  allies  an  opportu- 
nity of  gaining  ground.  As  the  duke  of  Marl- 
borough, who  was  now  in  person  among  them, 
was  preparing  a fresh  attack,  marshal  de  Tal- 
lard caused  ten  of  his  battalions  to  advance,  to 
fill  up  the  intervals  of  his  cavalry,  in  order  to 
make  a last  effort;  which  the  duke  perceiving, 
caused  three  battalions  of  the  t oops  of  Zdl  to 
come  up  and  sustain  the  horse.  Then  the 
prince  of  Hesse  Cassel,  general  of  the  horse, 
and  the  lieutenant  generals  Lumley,  Bulaw, 
Hompesch,  and  IngoWsby,  returned  with  their 
troops  to  the  charge ; but  the  superior  fire  of 
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the  enemy’s  infantry  put  their  first  line  into 
some  disorder,  so  that  it  shrunk  back,  and  re> 
mained,  for  some  time,  at  about  sixty  pacts 
distant  from  the  enemy,  neither  party  advanc- 
ing against  the  other.  At  length,  the  confede- 
rates pushed  forwards  with  so  much  bravery 
and  success,  that,  having  broke  and  routed  the 
enemy’s  horse,  the  ten  battalions,  who  found 
themselves  abandoned  by  them,  were  cut  to 
pieces,  none  escaping,  but  a very  few  soldiers, 
who  threw  themselves  on  the  ground,  as  dead, 
to  save  their  lives. 

" Marshal  de  Tallard  rallied  his  broken  ca- 
valry behind  some  tents,  which  were  still  stand- 
ing in  his  camp  ; and,  seeing  things  in  this  des- 
perate condition,  resolved  to  draw  off  his  dra- 
00115  and  infantry  out  of  the  village  of  Blen- 
eim.  lie  thereupon  sent  one  of  his  aid-de- 
camps to  marshal  de  Marsin,  who,  with  the 
elector  of  Bavaria,  commanded  on  the  left,  to 
desire  him,  4 to  face  the  enemy  with  some  troops 

• on  the  right  of  the  village  of  Oberklau,  to  keep 
4 them  in  play,  and  favour  the  retreat  of  the 
4 infantry,  that  was  in  Blenheim.’  But  marshal 
de  Marsin  represented  to  the  messenger, 4 That 

* he  had  too  much  business  in  the  front  of  the 
4 village,  where  he  was  posted,  and  where  he 
4 had  to  deal  with  the  duke  of  Marlborough, 

4 who  was  come  to  the  assistance  of  prince  Eu- 
4 gene,  as  well  as  in  the  rest  of  the  line,  to  spare 
4 any  troops ; since  he  was  so  far  from  being 
4 victorious,  that  all  he  could  do  was  to  main- 
4 tain  his  ground/ 

44  In  the  mean  time,  Ingoldsby  made  the 
other  generals  of  the  same  attack  sensible,  how 
easily  they  might  entirely  defeat  the  French 
cavalry,  by  charging  them  on  the  right  flank. 
This  advice  being  put  into  execution  with  a 
great  deal  of  vigour,  the  enemy  were  soon 
thrown  into  disorder,  and  put  to  flight,  part  of 
them  endeavouring  to  gain  the  bridge,  which 
they  had  over  the  Danube,  betiveen  Blenheim 
and  Hochstet ; and  the  other  part,  among  whom 
were  the  Gens  d’ Armes,  were  closely  pursued 
by  the  Luneuburgh  dragoons,  and  those,  who 
escaped  the  slaughter,  threw  themselves  into  the 
Danube,  where  most  of  them  were  drowned. 
Those,  who  fled  towards  Hochstet,  rallied  once 
more,  making  a shew  to  succour  the  rest ; but 
the  same  regiment  of  Bothraar  faced  them,  and 
kept  them  in  awe  for  some  time,  till  it  was  join- 
ed by  some  other  regiments,  when  the  enemy 
made  the  best  of  their  way  to  save  themselves 
by  flight. 

44  The  marshal  de  Tallard  was  surrounded 
by  the  fugitives,  and  taken  near  a mill,  behind 
the  village  of  Sonderen,  not  far  from  the  Da- 
nube, by  M.  de  Boinenburg,  a lieutenant-colo- 
nel of  the  troops  of  Hesse,  aid-de-carap  to  the 
jiriuce  of  Hesse  Cassel.  The  marquis  de  Mont- 
peroux,  general  of  horse ; de  Seppevile,  de  Silly, 
and  de  la  Valiere,  major  generals;  M.  de  la 
Messiliere,  St.  Pouange,  de  Legondais,  and  se- 
veral other  officers  of  note,  were  likewise  made 
prisoners  in  this  defeat. 

0 While  these  things  passed  at  the  village  of 
Blenheim,  aud  in  the  centre,  the  duke  of  Marl- 
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borough  caused  the  village  of  Oberkl&a,  which 
was  marshal  de  Marsin's  quarters,  to  be  attack- 
ed by  the  brigade  of  BerensdorfF,  consisting  ol 
ten  battalions.  The  prince  of  Iiolstein-Beck, 
w ho  commanded  them  as  mnjor-general,  passed 
the  rivulet,  at  the  bead  of  two  battalions,  will 
undaunted  resolution.  But  as  the  Imperial 
cavalry,  which  was  to  have  supported  lum,  were 
wanting  in  their  duty,  and  kept  rnusket-sho; 
from  him,  he  was  scarce  got  over,  when  seveo 
or  eight  of  the  enemy’s  battalions  fell  upon  him 
with  great  fury,  before  he  could  form  his  two 
battalions  ; so  that  one  of  them,  that  of  Goor, 
was  almost  entirely  cut  to  pieces,  and  the  prince 
hiuisclf  desperately  wounded  and  taken  pri- 
soner. But,  notwithstanding  this  first  shock, 
these  battalions  were  no  sooner  supported  by 
some  Danish  and  Hanoverian  cavalry,  than  they 
charged  a second  time,  but  with  no  better  suc- 
cess; till,  upon  the  third  charge,  the  duke  of 
Marlborough  having  himself  brought  up  some 
squadrons,  which  were  supported  by  other;  of 
the  body  of  reserve,  made  them  advance  with 
some  battnlions  beyond  the  rivulet ; upon  which 
the  enemy  began  to  retire. 

44  As  soon  as  the  duke  had  performed  thi| 
considerable  service,  he  repaired  to  the  centre, 
where,  finding  the  action  decided  in  favour  of 
the  confederates,  he  caused  part  of  his  victori- 
ous cavalry  to  halt,  to  observe  the  motion*  of 
that  part  of  the  enemy,  which,  by  tbit*  tune, » as 
drawn  up  beyond  the  morass  of  Hochltt. 
During  this  halt,  the  elector  of  Bavaria,  whom 
prince  Eugene  could  make  no  impressiun  upon 
for  some  time,  but  whose  bravery  at  last  put 
that  elector’s  troops  to  the  rout,  was  perctned 
making  bis  retreat  from  the  village  of  Lutzingen 
Upon  which,  orders  were  dispatched  to  the  ba- 
ron de  Hompesch  (who  with  several  squadrons 
was  pursuing  the  fugitives  towards  Morselingtr, 
and  who  had  already  overtaken  and  forced  two 
of  their  battalions  to  lay  down  die ir  arms)  to 
face  about,  and  march  to  join  those  w ho  halted, 
as  well  to  prevent  the  elector’s  falling  upon 
Hompesch’s  rear,  as  to  form  a body,  In  order  to 
charge  that  prince,  who  inarched  in  great  baste, 
but  in  pretty  good  order,  with  his  squadrons  on 
the  left,  and  his  battalions  on  the  right.  But, 
before  general  Hompesch  returned  from  his 
chace,  the  right  wing  of  the  confederate  army 
was  perceived  at  some  distance  jbehind  the 
elector ; and,  appearing  to  be  part  of  his  army 
marching  in  such  a manner,  as  might  easily 
have  flanked  them,  had  the  duke  immediately 
charged  him,  the  duke,  with  great  prudence, 
sent  out  a party  to  view  them.  During  tin* 
time,  the  elector  continued  marching  off  with 
great  precipitation,  till  he  reached  the  morns? 
of  Morse lingen. 

44  The  French  horse  being  intirely  defeated* 
and  tlie  confederates  masters  of  all  the  ground, 

which  was  between  the  enemy’s  left  and  the 
village  of  Blenheim,  the  28  batialious  and  12 
squadrons  of  dragoons,  which  were  in  the  vil- 
lage, found  themselves  cut  off  from  the  rest  el 
their  army,  uud,  despairing  of  being  able  to 
make  their  escape,  alter  a weak  attempt  w i** 
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puls*  the  infantry,  who  surrounded  them,  capi-  to  the  duke,  that  he  would  be  pleased  to  take 
tukted  about  8 in  the  evening,  laid  down  their  .an  opportunity  to  return  an  equal  number; 
arm*,  delivered  their  colours  and  standards,  and,  those  persons  being  Germans,  the  duke 
and  surrendered  themselves  prisoners  of  war,  sent  them  to  prince  Eugene.  On  the  23th,  the 
nn  condition  that  the  officers  should  not  be  duke,  prince  Eugene,  and  prince  Lewis  of 
leirched.  Baden  had  a long  conference,  wherein  they 

“ This  defeat  cost  the  enemy,  by  their  own  concerted  the  further  operations  of  the  caiu- 
accoonts,  40,000  men,  in  which  number  they  paign ; and  it  was  resolved,  that,  seeing  th« 
included  4 or  5,000  lost  in  their  precipitate  re-  enemy  were  returning  towards  the  Rhine,  all 
treat  to  the  Black  Forest,  either  by  desertion,  the  confederate  forces  should  likewise  march 
« the  pursuit  of  the  Hussars  or  peasants,  who  that  way,  except  23  battalions  and  some  squa- 
msde  a great  slaughter  of  the  stragglers.  The  drons,  which  should  be  left  under  the  command 
confederates  gained  above  100  pieces  of  can-  of  general  Thungen  to  carry  on  the  siege  of 
con,  24  mortars,  129  colours,  171  standards,  Ulm.  In  pursuance  whereof,  the  confederate 
17  pair  of  kettle-drums,  3,600  tents,  34  coaches,  troops  began  their  march  from  the  neighbour- 
500  laden  mules,  2 bridges  of  boats,  15  pon-  hooa  of  Ulm,  on  the  26th  of  August,  by  difc 
tons,  24  barrels,  and  8 casks  of  silver.  But  ferent  wads,  to  the  general  rendezvous  of  the 
this  success  cost  them  4,485  men  killed,  7,552  army,  which  was  appointed  to  be  at  Bruichal 
*riunded,  and  273  left  or  made  prisoners.  near  Philipsburgh.  From  that  day  the  confe- 

“ The  emperor  made  great  acknowledge-  derate  army  was  in  motion  till  the  9th  of  Sept., 
Rents  to  the  duke  of  Marlborough  for  this  sig-  when  a party  of  Imperial  horse,  having  met 
cil  service,  and  offered  to  make  him  a prince  some  squadrons  of  the  enemy,  commanded  by 
«■/  the  empire,  which  the  duke  said  he  could  the  duke  de  Monfort,  a major-general,  who 
not  decently  accept  of,  till  he  knew  the  queen’s  had  been  conducting  4 battalions  and  a sum  of 
pleasure;  and,  upon  her  consenting  to  it,  he  money  into  Landau,  fell  upon  them  with  great 
was  created  a prince  of  the  empire,  and  about  vigour,  and  routed  them,  killing  above  100  upon 
t jear  after,  Mindleheim  was  assigned  him  for  the  spot,  taking  several  prisoners,  and  mortally 
ha  principality.  wounding  their  commander.  On  the  12th, 

**  The  success  of  the  battle  having  entirely  prince  Lewis  of  Baden  marched  towards  Lan- 
dooged  the  face  of  affairs  in  the  empire,  and  dau,  with  the  troops  appointed  to  besiege  that 
laved  the  house  of  Austria  from  ruin,  the  duke  place;  and  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  with 
cf  Marlborough,  being  willing  to  lose  no  time,  prince  Eugene,  came  to  the  camp  of  Croon 
led  judging  it  more  advantageous  for  the  coin-  Weissenburgh,  in  order  to  cover  the  siege, 
awn  cause  to  join  all  the  confederate  forces  to-  The  same  night,  the  duke  received  an  express 
|«ber,  to  suaiten  the  enemy  as  much  as  possi-  from  general  Thungen,  importing,  that,  having 
He,  and  oblige  them  to  abandon  Germany,  and  formed  the  siege  of  Ulm,  and  received  his  great 
rr?&*s  the  Rhine,  sent  an  express  to  prince  artillery,  the  garrison  beat  a parley  the  10th, 
lc«:s  of  Baden,  to  leave  the  siege  of  Ingold-  and  the  next  day  surrendered  that  place  upon 
*adt,  and  rejoia  the  army  with  the  forces  under  honourable  terms;  which  he  was  willing  to 
command;  considering,  that  not  only  that  grant,  that  no  time  might  be  lost  for  the  further 
otj,  but  the  whole  country  of  Bavaria,  must  execution  of  the  projects  of  this  campaign, 
fell  of  course  into  the  emperor’s  hands.  The  The  Imperialists  found  in  Ulm  222  pieces  of 
dole'  i and  prince  Eugenes  opinion  was  con-  brass  camion,  25  brass  mortars,  1,200  barrels  of 
faed  by  the  example  of  the  city  of  Augsburg,  powder,  with  a considerable  quantity  of  provi- 
the  French  abandoned,  carrying  with  sions,  which  was  seasonably  applied  to  the  cur* 
them  four  hostages,  as  a security  for  2,000  sick  rying  on  the  siege  of  Landau,  which  prince 
tod  wounded  men,  whom  they  left  in  that  Lewis  of  Baden  insisted  on,  as  necessary  to  se- 
pfere.  The  magistrates  being  assembled  im-  cure  the  Circles,  Suabia  in  particular,  from  the 
after,  sent  four  deputies  to  the  duke  excursions  of  that  garrison.  This  was  popular 
Marlborough  to  desire  his  protection  ; who  in  Germany,  and,  though  the  duke  did  not  ap- 
iianered  them,  that  they  had  nothing  to  fear  prove  it,  he  did  not  oppose  it  with  all  the  nu- 
frwo  the  troops  of  her  Britannic  majesty  and  thority,  that  his  great  success  gave  him.  This 
r*  $tites-general,  w hich  were  only  sent  against  was  universally  blamed,  for,  while  France  w as 
1 be  enemies  of  the  empire  and  their  allies,  in  the  consternation,  which  their  late  great  loss 
Aad  thereupon  he  ordered  a detachment  to  brought  them  nnder,  a more  vigorous  proceed- 
***t^and  take  possession  of  that  important  ing  was  like  to  have  greater  effects;  and,  be- 
flace.  Soon  after  marshal  de  Tallard,  with  sides  that  the  Imperial  army  was  ill-provided, 
***  prisoners  of  distinction,  were  sent  towards  the  great  charge  of  a siege  was  above  their 
Hanau  and  Francfort  under  aguard  ofdragoous,  strength.  Prince  Lewis  suffered  much  in  hit 
J i the  other  prisoners  were  sent  into  the  ad-  reputation  for  this  undertaking:  It  was  that 
places.  which  the  French  wished  for,  and  therefore  ic 

* On  the  21st  of  August  the  duke  encamped  was  suspected,  that  some  secret  practice  had 
r*  SefeUiogen,  within  half  a league  of  Ulm;  and  prevailed  on  that  prince  to  propose  it.  It  is 
next  day  the  governor  of  Ulm,  who  appre-  certain,  that  he  was  jealous  of  the  glory  which 
'^ded  a siege,  sent  out  of  the  town  430  priso-  the  duke  of  Marlborough  had  obtained,  and  ja 
which  the  enemy  had  taken  at  Ilocmtet,  which  himselfhad  no  share;  and  it  was  believ* 
and  other  place*,  with  a compliment  ed,  that  if  he  had  not  gone  to  besiege  Ingold- 
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fttadt,  the  hattle  of  Ilochstet  had  never  been 
fought.  He  was  indeed  so  tierce  a bigot  in  bis 
religion,  that  be  could  not  bear  ibe  successes 
of  those  whom  he  called  heretics,  and  the  exalt* 
ation  which  he  thought  heresy  might  have 
upon  it.  While  the  duke  of  Marlborough  lay 
covering  the  siege,  marshal  de  Villeroy,  with 
his  army,  came  and  looked  on  him ; but  as 
the  soldiers  of  the  confederates  were  exalted 
with  their  success,  so  the  French  were  too  much 
dispirited  with  their  losses  to  make  any  attack, 
or  to  put  any  thing  to  liaxard,  in  order  to  raise 
the  siege.  They  retired  hack,  and  went  into 
quarters,  and  trusted  to  the  had  state  of  the  Im- 
perial army,  who  were  ill-provided  and  ill-sup- 
plied.  The  garrison  made  as  vigorous  a de- 
fence, and  drew  out  the  siege  to  as  great  a 
length,  as  could  be  expected.  Prince  Lewis 
had  neither  engineers,  nor  ammunition,  and 
wanted  money  to  provide  them;  so  chat, if  the 
duke  had  not  supplied  him,  he  must  have  been 
forced  to  give  it  over.  The  king  of  the  Romans 
caine  again,  to  have  the  honour  of  taking  the 
place:  B it  his  behaviour  there  did  not  serve  to 
raise  his  character  ;*  for  he  was  nut  often  in  the 
places  of  danger,  and  was  content  to  look  on 
at  a great  and  safe  distance.  11c  was  likewise 
constantly  beset  with  priests,  and  such  a face 
of  superstition  and  bigotry  appeared  about 
him,  that  it  very  much  damped  the  hopes  that 
were  given  of  him.  However,  on  the  23rd  of 
November,  the  besiegers  having  lodged  i hem  - 
■elves  on  the  counterscarps  both  on  the  right 
and  left,  and  sutlicicnt  breaches  being  opened, 
the  next  morning  the  necessary  dispositions 
were  made  for  a general  assault,  and  5,000 
men  were  commanded  upon  that  service.  The 
besieged,  being  therefore  reduced  to  this  extre- 
mity, were  obliged  to  beat  a parley  between  10 
and  11  o’clock,  whereupon  hostages  were  ex- 
changed, and  the  capitulation  signed  the  same 
day. 

“ The  confederates,  omitting  nothing  that 
might  advance  the  glory,  which  they  had  alrea- 
dy acquired  in  Bavaria,  resolved  to  prosecute 
the  siege  of  Traerbach.  To  which  end,  the 
duke  of  Marlborough  marched  towards  the 
Moselle  with  a considerable  army,  which  he  left 
under  the  command  of  the  hereditary  prince  of 
Hesse-Cnssel,  ns  also  the  direction  of  the  at- 
tacks of  that  place.  The  castle  was  invested 
in  the  beginning  of  November,  and  the  ap- 
proaches were  carried  with  such  success,  that, 
on  the  2 1st,  the  besiegers  attempted  to  storm 
it.  But  as  they  were  climbing  up  the  eminen- 
ces (the  rock,  on  which  that  fortress  is  built, 
proving  very  steep,  a;  d the  weather  exceed- 
ingly stormy)  the  garrison  made  so  vigorous  a 
defence,  that  the  assail. nit*  were  obliged  to  re- 
tire with  considerable  loss.  i\otwit!istnntliug 
these  discouragements,  the  prince  of  Hesse  was 
resolved  to  carry  on  the  siege  with  the  utmost 
vigour ; and,  on  the  20th  of  December,  obliged 
|l»e  garrison  to  surrender  on  honourable  condi- 
tions. The  confederates  met  with  a great  deal 
pf  dilBculty  and  opposition  in  all  the  attacks; 
mid  the  baron  da  Trogno,  the  Stale*’  chief  en- 
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gineer,  w as  shot  by  the  prince  of  Hesse’s  side, 
ns  he  was  giving  the  necessary  directions  ; and 
they  had  above  a thousand  men  killed  or 
wounded.  • 

“ During  the  siege  of  Traerbach,  the  dole 
of  Marlborough  went  to  the  court  of  Prussia, 
to  negotiate  that  0,000  Prussians  might  he*ra 
to  Italy  the  next  campaign,  to  serve  there  fur 
the  relief  of  the  duke  of  Savoy,  under  the  com- 
mand of  prince  Eugene.  He  was  received  at 
Berlin,  and  all  other  places,  through  which  he 

fiasscd,  with  the  highest  respect;  and  thence 
»e  proceeded  to  the  court  of  Hanover,  where 
he  arrived  on  the  1st  of  December,  and  thence 
continued  bis  journey  to  the  Hague,  where  la 
was  congratulated  by  the  deputies  of  the  States- 
general,  upon  his  victories  at  Schtlltubergai'd 
Ilochstet ; and  was  as  much  considered  ami 
submitted  to  in  Holland,  as  if  he  Imd  been  their 
stadt  holder.  The  ciedir,  which  he  was  m 

among  them,  was  very  happy  for  them,  and 
was,  indeed,  necessary  at  that  time  for  keepir.4 
down  their  factions  and  animosities,  which 
were  rising  in  every  province,  and  in  most  of 
their  towns.  Only  Amsterdam,  as  it  was  the 
most  sensible  of  the  common  danger,  so  it  was 
not  only  quit t within  itself,  but  it  contributed 
not  a little  to  keep  all  the  rest  so,  which  w« 
chiefly  maintained  by  the  duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough's prudent  management;  who,  having 
settled  all  matters  relating  to  the  ensuing  cam- 
paign,  embarked  fur  England,  and  armed  &t 
London  the  11th  of  December. 

u At  sen,  this  summer,  affairs  were  carried 
on  much  more  doubtfully  than  at  land.  Sir 
George  Uookc  suiled  into  the  Streights,  where 
he  reckoned  he  was  strong  enough  for  the  Tou- 
lon squadron,  which  was  then  abroad  in  the 
Mediterranean.  Soon  after  that  a str-nj 
squadron  from  Brest  passed  by  Lisbon  into  tie 
Streights.  Mr.  Methuen,  the  English  ambas- 
sador in  Portugal,  apprehending,  that,  if  these 
two  squadrons  should  join  to  attack  sir  George 
Itooke,  it  would  not  be  possible  for  him  to  figbt 
against  so  great  a force,  sent  a man  of  war, 
which  that  admiral  had  left  at  Lisbon,  wuh 
some  particular  orders,  which  made  the  cap- 
tain very  unwilling  to  carry  the  message;  but 
the  ambassador  promised  to  indemnify  him. 
The  captain  sailed  through  the  French  fleet, 
and  brought  this  important  advertisement  to  sir 
George  lluoke,  who  told  him,  that  on  this  oc- 
casion he  would  pass  by  his  not  observing  his 
orders,  hut  that,  for  the  future,  he  would  find 
the  safest  course  was  to  obey  orders.  Upon 
this  sir  George  stood  out  of  the  way  of  the 
French  towards  the  mouth  of  the  Streights,  and 
there  met  sir  Cloudesly  Shovel  with  a squadron 
of  our  best  ships,  with  which  being  reiuforced, 
he  sailed  up  the  Streights  again,  being  now  in  a 
condition  to  engage  the  French.  He  coiue  be- 
fore Barcelona,  where  the  priuce  of 
Darmstadt  assured  him.  there  was  a strong 
party  ready  to  declare  for  king  Charles,  as  it 
w as  ccrtuiu  there  was  a disposition  in  many  to 
doit.  But  sir  George  would  not  stny  nbore 
three  days  before  that  city;  so  that  the  motions 
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wruiun  tl*  town,  nnd  the  discoveries  which 
many  made  of  their  inclinations,  had  almost 
p'twed  fatal  to  them.  He  answered,  when 
pressed  to  stay  a few  days  more,  that  his  orders 
were  positive ; and  that  he  must  sail  towards 
Nice,  which  it  was  believed  the  French  intend- 
ed lo  besiege.  But,  ns  he  was  sailing  that  way, 
be  received  ndrice,  that  the  French  had  made 
no  advances  in  that  design  ; nnd  therefore  he 
tamed  his  course  westward,  and  came  in  sight 
of  the  French  fleet,  sailing  from  Brest  to  Toti- 
1 >n.  Tl*  advantage  which  he  had,  was  so  vi- 
sible, that  it  was  expected,  he  would  have 
»»de  towards  the  enemy,  but  he  did  not. 
VF  hat  orders  he  had  was  not  known,  for  the 
matter  never  came  under  examination.  The 
French  got  to  Toulon,  and  he  steered  another 
way.  The  whole  French  fleet  was  then  toge- 
ther in  that  harbour,  for  though  the  Toulon 
squadron  had  been  out  liefore,  it  was  then  in 
port.  A very  happy  accident  had  preserved  a 
rvj4i  fleet  of  merchant  ships  from  Scanderoon 
under  the  convoy  of  three  or  four  frigates, 
from  foiling  into  their  hands.  The  French  fleet 
Jay  in  their  way  in  the  bay  of  Tunis:  and  no- 
thmf  could  have  saved  them  from  being  taken, 
but  (hat,  which  happened  in  the  critical  mi- 
nute, in  winch  they  needed  it.  A thick  fog 
covered  them  all  the  while  that  they  were  sail- 
ing bytJmt  hay,  so  that  they  had  no  npprehen- 
* on  of  the  danger  they  were  in,  till  they  had 
parsed  it. 

u Sir  George  Rooke,  as  he  sailed  back,  fell 
ic  upon  Gibraltar,  which,  in  a council  of  war 
held,  July  IT,  about  seven  leagues  to  the  east- 
ward of  Tetuan,  it  was  resolved  to  attack. 
Four  days  after,  the  fleet  got  into  the  bay,  and 
1,fi00  marines,  English  and  Dutch,  with  the 
prince  of  tiessc  Darmstadt  at  their  head,  were 
pat  on  shore,  on  the  neck  of  land  to  the  north- 
"ird  of  the  town,  to  cut  off  any  communica- 
tion with  the  country.  The  prince  having  thus 
pvncd  hi*  men,  sent  a summons  to  the  governor 
to  'urrender  the  place  for  the  service  of  Ins  ca- 
ti>4ic  majesty  ; which  he  refusing,  the  admiral, 
the  next  day,  gave  orders  that  the  ships  which 
kid  been  appointed  to  cannouade  the  town 
'uwfcr  the  command  of  rear-admiral  Byng,  and 
OMr-adimral  Yanderdusson,  as  also  those  which 
•ere  to  hatter  the  South-mole- head,  command- 
ed by  captain  llicks  in  the  Yarmouth,  should 
rco»e  themselves  accordingly.  But,  the  wind 
biowing  contrary,  they  could  not  possibly  get 
u.to  ttunr  places  till  the  day  was  spent.  In  the 
cieao  time,  to  amuse  the  enemy,  captain  Whit- 
aker was  seat  in  with  some  boats  who  burnt  a 
I reach  privateer  of  twelve  guns,  at  the  Old 
Mule.  On  the  23rd,  soon  after  break  of  day, 
tU  ship*  being  ail  placed,  the  admiral  gave  the 
•Mai  tor  h«*ginniug  the  cannonade,  which  was 
prriorroed  with  very  great  fury,  about  fifteen 
ttouiand  shot  being  made  in  five  or  six  hours 
ha*  against  the  town,  so  that  the  euemy  were 
•ooo  driven  from  their  guns,  especially  at  the 
S>utb-mole-hend.  Whereupon,  the  admiral 
cotnidcring,  that  by  gaining  that  fortification 
they  should  of  consequence  reduce  the  town, 
vvu  vi. 
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ordered  captain  Whitaker,  with  all  the  boats 
armed,  to  eudeavuur  to  possess  himself  of  it; 
which  was  performed  wuh  great  expedition. 
But  captain  iiickes  and  captain  Jumper,  who 
lay  next  the  Mole,  had  pushed  on  shore  with 
their  pinnaces  and  some  other  boats,  before 
the  rest  could  come  up.  Whereupon  the  ene- 
my sprung  a mine,  which  blew  up  the  fortifica- 
tion about  the  Mole,  kilied  two  lieutenants, 
and  about  forty  men,  and  wounded  about  sixty. 
However,  our  men  kept  possession  of  the  great 
platform,  of  which  they  had  marie  themselves 
masters ; and,  captain  V\  Intaker  landing  with 
the  rest  of  the  seamen,  who  hud  been  ordered 
upon  this  service,  they  advanced,  and  took  a 
redoubt  or  small  bastion,  half  way  between  the 
mole  and  the  town,  and  possessed  themselves 
of  many  of  the  enemy's  cannon  ; upon  which 
(lie  governor  desired  to  capitulate,  and  surren- 
dered upon  honourable  terms. 

41  Sir  George  Rooke,  after  he  had  supplied. 
Gibraltar,  sailed  again  into  the  Mediterranean, 
and,  in  conjunction  with  the  Dutch  fleet  under 
vice-admiral  Callemburgh,  met  off  Malaga  th® 
count  de  Thoulouse  with  the  whole  French 
fleet,  whicli  was  much  superior  to  the  English 
in  number,  nnd  had  many  gallies  with  them, 
that  were  of  great  use.  Sir  George  Rooke 
called  a council  of  war,  in  which  it  was  resolv- 
ed to  engage  the  enemy ; but  there  was  not  duo 
care  taken  to  furnish  all  the  ships  with  a suffi- 
cient quantity  of  powder,  for  some  had  wasted 
a great  part  of  their  stock  of  ammunition  be- 
fore Gibraltar;  however  they  had  generally  25 
rounds,  and  it  had  seldom  happened,  that  so 
much  powder  was  spent  in  an  actioii  at  sea. 
On  the  13th  of  August,  os  the  two  fleets  engag- 
ed, sir  Cluudesly  Shovel  advanced  with  hi* 
squadron  to  a close  fight,  for  it  was  the  maxim 
of  our  seamen  to  fight  as  near  as  they  could ; 
and  he  had  the  advantage,  and  the  enemy’* 
van  gave  way  in  no  little  confusion,  as  did  their 
rear  soon  after,  being  no  less  vigorously  attack- 
ed by  the  Dutch.  But  the  enemies  being  very 
strong  in  the  centre,  and  some  of  the  English 
ships  being  obliged  to  go  out  of  the  line  for 
want  of  shot,  (occasioned  by  the  great  cxpence 
of  it  at  Gibraltar)  several  of  sir  George  Rooke*# 
own  squadron  suffered  very  much.  About 
seven  iu  the  evening,  one  of  the  French  admi- 
ral’s seconds  advanced  out  of  the  line,  nnd  be- 
gan a close  fight  with  the  St.  George,  com- 
manded by  sir  John  Jennings,  but,  notwith- 
standing the  St.  George  had  already  suffered 
much,  she  met  with  such  rough  treatment,  that 
she  bad  difficulty  enough  to  rejoin  the  line, 
after  the  loss  of  both  her  captains  and  many  of 
her  men.  The  engagement  continued  till  night 
parted  them,  and,  if  the  French  had  come  to  a 
new  engagement  next  day,  it  might  have  beeu 
fatal,  since  many  of  our  ships  were  without 
shot,  whilst  othera  had  enough  nnd  to  spare. 
In  this  long  and  hot  action  there  was  no  strip 
on  either  side,  that  was  taken,  sunk,  or  burnt. 
The  English  made  a shew  the  next  day  of  pre- 
paring for  a second  engagement,  but  the  enemy 
boreolf,  to  the  great  j'*y  of  our  fleet.  The 
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French  suffered  much  in  the  action,  awl  went 
into  Toulon  so  disabled,  that  they  could  not  be 
put  in  a condition  to  go  to  sea  again  in  many 
months.  They  left  the  sea,  as  the  tieldof  bat- 
tle, to  the  English  ; so  that  the  honour  of  the 
action  remained  with  us,  though  the  nation  was 
not  greatly  elated  with  the  news  of  a drawn 
battle  at  sea  with  the  French:  It  was  long  be- 
fore a certain  account  of  the  action  was  brought 
to  England  ; but  the  modesty,  with  which  the 
French  king  wrote  of  it  to  the  archbishop  of 
Paris,  put  us  out  of  all  fears  ; for,  whereas  the 
French  stile  was  very  boasting  of  their  suc- 
cesses, in  this  case  it  was  only  said,  that  the  ac- 
tion was  to  his  advantage.  From  that  cold  ex- 
pression the  English  concluded,  that  the  victory 
was  on  their  side.  When  the  full  account  was 
sent  home  from  our  fleet,  the  partialities  on 
both  sides  appeared  very  signally.  The  Tories 
magnified  this  as  a great  victory  ; hut  persons 
skilled  in  naval  affairs,  differed  much  in  their 
sentiments,  about  sir  George  Hooke’s  conduct 
in  that  action,  some  not  only  justifying,  hut 
extolling  it  as  much  us  others  condemned  it.” 


THIRD  SESSION  of  the  FIRST  PARLIA- 
MENT of  QUEEN  ANNE. 

The  Queens  Speech  on  opening  the.  .Session.] 
October  29.  The  parliament  met  for  the 
dispatch  of  business,  when  her  majesty  made 
the  following  Speech  to  both  Houses. 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ; 

“ The  grent  and  remarkable  success  with 
which  God  hath  blessed  our  arms  in  this 
summer,  has  stirred  up  our  good  subjects  in 
all  parts  of  the  kingdom  to  express  their  unani- 
mous joy  and  satisfaction  : and  I assure  my- 
self you  are  nil  come  disposed  to  do  every  thing 
that  is  necessary  for  the  effectual  prosecution 
of  the  war  ; nothing  being  more  obvious,  than 
that  a timely  improvement  of  our  present 
advantages  will  enable  us  to  procure  a lasting 
foundation  of  security  for  England  and  a firm 
support  for  the  liberty  of  Europe  : this  is  my 
aim.  I have  no  interest,  nor  ever  will  have, 
but  to  promote  the  good  and  happiness  of  all 
my  subjects. 

44  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons  ; I 
must  desire  such  Supplies  of  you,  as  may  be 
requisite  for  carrying  on  the  next  year’s  service 
both  by  sen  and  land,  and  for  punctually 
performing  our  treaties  with  all  our  allies;  the 
rather,  for  that  some  of  them  have  just  pre- 
tensions depending  ever  since  the  last  war  : 
and  I need  not  put  you  in  mind  of  what  im- 
ortance  it  is  to  preserve  the  public  credit, 
oth  abroad  and  at  home. — I believe  you  will 
find  some  charges  necessary  next  year,  which 
were  not  mentioned  in  the  last  sessions,  and 
some  extraordinary  expences  incurred  since 
which  were  not  then  provided  for. — I assure 
you,  that  all  the  Supplies  you  give,  with  what  I 
ain  able  to  spare  from  my  own  expences,  shall 
be  carefully  applied  to  the  best  advantage  for 
the  public  service ; and  1 earnestly  recommend 
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to  you  a speedy  dispatch,  as  that,  which  under 
the  good  providence  of  God,  we  must  chigfly 
I depeud  upon,  to  disappoint  the  earliest  design: 
of  our  enemies. 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen,  I cannot  bu: 
te|l  you  how  essential  it  is  for  attaining  tho»i 
great  ends  abroad,  of  which  we  have  so  bopefu 
a prospect,  that  we  should  be  entirely  unite* 
i at  home. — It  is  plain,  our  enemies  have  n* 
encouragement  left,  but  what  arises  fron 
| their  hopes  of  our  divisions.  It  is  then  ion 
your  concern  not  to  give  the  least  countenance 
! to  those  hopes. — My  inclinations  are  to  b 
kind  and  indulgent  to  you  all.  I hope  you  «il 
i do  nothing  to  endanger  the  loss  oftbisoppor 
[ tunity  which  God  has  put  into  our  hands, a 
securing  ourselves  and  all  Europe  ; and  tha 
there  will  he  no  contention  among  you  but  wb 
shall  most  promote  the  public  welfare. — Such 
temper  ns  this  in  all  your  proceedings  canno 
fail  of  securing  your  reputation  both  at  hom 
and  abroad. — This  would  make  roe  a bapp 
queen,  whose  utmost  endeavours  would  neve 
l*e  wanting  to  make  you  a happy  and  flourbhic 
people.” 

The  lords'  Address. \ Oct.  30. — The  tw. 
Houses  immediately  voted  congratulatory  Ad 
dresses;  and,  the  next  day  the  following  on 
was  presented  by  the  Lords  : 

44  We,  your  majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyi 
subjects,  the  Lords  spiritual,  and  temporal,  i 
parliament  assembled,  beg  leave  to  return  ou 
humble  and  hearty  thunks  to  your  majesty  fa 
your  most  gracious  Speech  to  your  parliament 
— The  kindness  and  indulgence  your  majest 
hath  expressed  for  nil  your  subjects : you 
care  to  create  a perfect  union  among  us,  b; 
forewarning  us  of  the  mischiefs  of  divisions 
your  goodness  in  declaring  your  own  hnppincs 
to  depend  upon  that  of  your  people  ; you 
desire  to  see  that  happiness  settled  upon 
lasting  foundation  ; your  strict  regard  t< 
treaties  : your  justice  to  public  engagement? 
abroad  as  well  as  at  home  ; and,  your  nobl 
concern  for  the  support  of  the  liberties  o 
Europe,  comprehend  all  the  royal  qualities 
that  can  be  desired  in  a sovereign;  and  whei 
they  are  all  so  manifestly  united  in  you 
royal  person,  ue,  and  the  whole  nation  should 
be  inexcusable  to  God  and  the  whole  world,  u 
this  nge  and  to  pnsteiity,  if  we  should  no 
endeavour  effectually  to  accomplish  nil  tbos 
great  and  excellent  designs,  which  your  mi 
jest y hath  so  wisely  and  graciously  rccommende* 
— We,  for  ourselves,  faithfully  assure  your  ma 
jesty,  that  we  will  do  all  in  our  power  to  bnnj 
this  session  to  a happy  and  speedy  conclusion 
and  to  improve,  to  the  utmost,  the  blessei 
opportunity,  that  God  hath  put  into  our  hands 
— Upon  this  occasion  of  approaching  your  ma 
jesty,  we  desire  humbly  to  congratulate  tin 
great  and  glorions  success  ’of  your  majesty' 
arms,  in  conjunction  with  those  of  your  allies 
under  the  command  of  the  duke  of  Marlho 
rough.  We  cun  never  enough  admire  youi 
wisdom  and  courage,  in  sending  that  seasona- 
ble and  necessary  assistance*  to  the  empire;  iuiu 


357]  PARL.  HISTORY,  3 Anne,  1701.— Addresses  thereon,  [3381 


cannot  too  much  commend  the  secrecy  and  | 
bravery,  with  which  you r orders  were  executed. 
— What  remains  for  us  to  do,  is,  to  beseech 
God,  that  the  like  success  may  attend  your 
msqeaty's  arms,  (ill  you  sec  the  protestant 
religion  and  the  liberty  of  Europe,  settled  upon 
a firm  and  lasting  foundation  ; and  that  your 
majesty  may  lire  many  years,  to  have  the  plea- 
sure and  glory  of  beholding  those  parts  of  the 
world  happy  in  the  enjoyment  of  those  bles- 
sings, which  your  majesty  shall  have  procured 
for  them/’ 

The  Queen’s  Answer. J To  this  the  queen 
answered : 

I am  very  sensible  of  the  great  duty  and 
affection  you  have  expressed  in  the  several 
particulars  of  this  Address;  and  I return  you 
»y  hearty  thanks  for  your  congratulation  of 
<*r  great  success,  and  for  the  assurances  of 
your  readiness  to  concur  in  prosecuting  it  effec- 
tually* 

The  Commons'  Address.]  The  Address  pre- 
sented by  the  Commons  the  same  day  was  thus 
expressed  : v 

M Most  gracious  sovereign  ; 

“ We,  your  majesty's  most  dutiful  and 
loyal  subjects,  the  knights,  citizens,  and  bur- 
peases,  m parliament  assembled,  do  beg  leave 
is  return  to  your  majesty  our  most  humble 
and  hearty  thanks  for  your  majesty's  most 
gracious  speech  from  the  throne  ; and  to  con- 
prolate  your  majesty  upon  the  great  aud 
gjbnous success,  with  which  it  hath  pleased  God 
t>  bless  your  majesty  in  the  intire  'defeat  of 
toe  united  force  ot  France  aud  Bavaria,  by  the  t 
urns  of  your  majesty  and  your  allies  under  j 
the  command  and  by  the  courage  aud  conduct 
of  the  duke  of  Marlborough  ; audio  ttie  victory  , 
obtained  by  your  majesty’s  Qeet  under  the  | 
cammaad,  and  by  the  courage  of  sir  George  I 
Hooke.— Your  majesty  can  never  be  Uisap-  j 
pointed  in  your  expectation  from  us,  your  | 
lalhful  Commons,  who  all  come  disposed  to 
6 every  thing  necessary  for  the  effectual  ( 
p.wcutjrin  of  the  war ; and  therefore  your  i 
®aj«ty  may  depend  upon  our  providing  such  j 
iopi*lies,  ?ud  giving  such  speedy  dispatch  to  the  j 
public  business,  r.s  may  enable  your  majesty  to  j 
pursue  these  advantages  so  happily  obtained  over  ( 
the  common  enemy,  winch  we  can  never  doubt  j 
hit  your  majesty's  wisdom  will  improve  to  the  1 
procuring  a lasting  security  for  England,  and 
a inn  support  for  the  liberty  of  Europe. — We  ! 

truly  sensible,  that  nothing  can  be  mure 
***Otia|  for  the  attaining  those  great  ends, 
bon  to  be  Mtoraiy  united  at  home.  We  shall 
before  u%e  our  utmost  endeavours,  by  all  | 
proper  methods,  to  prevent  all  division*  among  ; 
°*»  and  w til  have  n«»  contention,  but  wlio  shall  j 
°wt  promote  and  establish  the  public  welfare  | 
b^b id  church  and  state.  Thus  your  niajc-ty's  j 
reMp»  will  be  made  happy,  and  your  memory  i 
bailed  to  all  posterity.*” 

* u The  Lords'  Address  w»»  universally  ap- 

; but  that  of  the  Commons  gave  groat 


The  Queen’s  Answer.]  Her  majesty's  Answe* 
was  as  follows  : 

“ Gentlemen  ; I return  you  my  hearty 
thanks  for  this  Address  and  the  assuratices  you- 
givemeofdispatchii>gthe  supplies,  and  avoiding 
all  divisions;  both  which,  at-  they  arc  extremely 
acceptable  to  me  ; so  they  will  be  advanta- 
geous to  yourselves,  aud  beneficial  to  tha 
public." 

However,  after  the  Commons  had  taken* 
the  services  of  the  army  and  navy  into  con- 
sideration, aud  by  an  unanimous  vote,  on  the 
2d  of  Not  ember,  desired  the  queen  to  bestowr 
her  bounty  upon  the  seamen  and  land-forces, 
who  had  behaved  inemselves  so  gallautly,  they, 
proceeded  to  the  Supply,  The  several  surna 
they  granted  for  the  uuvy,  the  army,  and  other 
necessary  expences,  amounted  to  4,670,486/. 
which  they  resolved  to  levy  by  a laud  tax  of  « 
4s.  in  the  pound,  by  continuing  the  duties  on 
malt,  by  raising  877,9Jlf.  I»y  sale  of  annu- 
ities, aud  by  several  other  ways  and  means. 

The  Queen’s  Sptech  on  passing  the  Land  lax 
Bill. J They  made  so  great  a dispatch,  that, 
on  the  9th  of  December,  the  Lai  d tax  bill 
received  the  royal  assent,  on  which  occasion 
the  queen  made  a short  Speech  to  both  houses 
As  follows : 

u My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  ; I am  glad  of  tliis 
occasion  to  return  you  my  hearty  thanks  for 
your  making  good  the  assurances  you  gave  me, 
in  your  several  Addresses,  of  your  zt-al  and 
readiness  to  promote  the  public  business.  And 
i must  thank  you,  geutlemen  ot  the  house  of 
Commons,  in  particular,  for  your  eariy  dispatch 
ot  so  great  a part  of  the  necessary  .Supplies  ; 
which  cannot  tail  of  being  a very  e»sen;ial  ad- 
vantage, both  in  the  forwardness  of  our  own 
preparations,  and  m the  great  encouragement 
it  wnl  give  to  all  our  allies. — My  lords  and  gen- 
tlemen, i look  upon  tins  good  beginning  to  ba 
so  sure  a pledge  of  your  utleciions  lor  my  ser- 

offence ; particularly,  because  it  spoke  in  dm 
same  terms  of  the  duke  «»i  Marlborough's 
victories  and  the  advantages  game*!  by  sir 
George  ltooktr.  It  was  also  observed,  that 
the  premise,  which  they  made  to  the  queen, 
of  using  their  utmost  endeavours  to  prevent 
all  divisions,  was  in  a manner  restrained  by 
the  addition  of  all  proper  methods,  winch  many 
looked  upon  as  ominous. 

“The  duchess  of  Marlborough,  in  the  Account 
or  her  Conduct  (p.  146, ) makes  the  following 
observation  on  this  occasion : My  lord  of 
Marlliorough,  before  lie  had  had  Milhcient 
opportunity  of  shewing  the  greatuesn  of  the 
general,  had,  for  his  first  successes  m the  war, 
been  complimented  by  mis  very  House  of 
Commons,  as  the  retriever  of  the  glory  of  (bo 
English  nation,  being  then  reputed  a high- 
churchman.  Bui  now,  that  lie  was  thought  to 
look  towards  the  moderate  paitv,  Ms comp»e*C 
victory  at  Blenheim  was,  m tue  Address  of 
congratulation  to  the  queen,  rkhetnousky 
paired  with  sir  George  Uooke's  drawn  haul# 
with  the  French  at  sea,"  'i  nuial. 
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i-ice,  nnd  for  our  common  interest,  that  I have 
not  the  least  doubt  but  you  will  continue  with 
the  same  zeal  to  dispatch  what  remains  of  the 
public  business,  and  to  bring  this  session  to  a 
happy  and  speedy  conclusion.” 

The  Occasional  Con  formity  Bill  again  brought 
into  the  Commons.]  It  was  generally  wished, 
and  indeed  expected,  iu  the  court  as  well  as  in 


mode.  That  this  law,  being  so  necessary,  and 
having  been  twice  refused  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  the  only  way  to  have  it  pass  was  to  tack 
it  to  a money-bill.  That  it  bad  been  an  an- 
cient practice  to  tack  bills,  that  were  for  tbe 
good  of  the  subject,  to  money-bills,  it  being 
reasonable,  that,  while  grievous  taxes  were  laid 
upon  the  subject,  for  the  support  of  the  crown, 


the  city  and  country,  that  the  “ bill  to  prevent  j the  crown  should,  in  return,  pass  such  laws,  as 
Occasional  Conformity,”  which  was  the  occa-  ! were  for  the  benefit  of  the  people.  That  the 
sion  of  great  divisions  and  contests  in  the  two  j 
former  sessions  of  this  parliament,  would  not 
have  been  revived  again  at  this  juncture,  when 


all  parties  ought  to  have  suspended  their  ani 
roosities,  and  joined  in  celebrating  the  successes 
of  her  majesty's  arms.  But,  notwithstanding 
all  the  endeavours  used  by  the  ministry  to  en 


great  necessity  there  was  for  the  money  bill's 
passing,  was  rather  an  argument  for  than 
against  this  proceeding.  For  what  danger  could 
there  be,  that  die  Lords,  who  pretended  to  be 
such  great  patriots,  should  rather  lose  the  ne- 
cessary supplies,  than  puss  an  act  so  requisite 
for  the  preservation  of  the  church.  1 hat,  how- 


gage  the  lending-men  of  the  high-church  party  ! ever,  if  they  should  suppose  them  so  unreason- 
to  restrain  their  zeal,  till  they  might  have  an  l able,  the  matter  was  not  yet  so  bad,  for  it  was 
opportunity  of  gratifying  it,  witliout  obstructing  : only  but  proroguing  the  parliament  for  a few 
the  public  business,  the  parliament  had  not  sat  days,  nnd  then  the  Commons  might  pass  tbe 
long  before  Mr.  William  Bromley  moved  in  the  i Land-tax  bill  again  without  the  tack.  He  con- 
llouse  of  Commons  for  leave  to  bring  in  that  , eluded  with  moving,  That  the  bill  to  prevent 


bill.  This  motion  met  with  great  opposition 
from  all  the  moderate  party,  among  whom  ap- 
peared many  courtiers,  particularly  Mr.  Henry 
Boyle,  Chancellor  of  the  F.xchequer,  who  spoke 
Strenuously  against  it.  But  though  it  was  car- 
ried in  the  affirmative,  yet  the  chief  of  the 
high-church  party  debated  several  days  in  their 


Occasional  Conformity  might  be  tacked  to  tbe 
Land-tax  bill.” 

This  motion  occasioned  a long  and  warm 
debate.  The  design  of  the  party  was,  that  the 
Lords  should  be  put  under  a great  difficulty ; 
since  if  they  should  untack  the  bill,  and  *sepa- 
| rate  one  from  the  other,  then  the  House  of 


private  assemblies,  whether  they  should  bring  , Commons  would  have  insisted  on  a maxim, 
m the  bill  or  not?  Though  many  urged  strong  j which  was  now  settled  among  them  as  a funda- 


mental principle  never  to  be  departed  from, 
that  the  Lords  cannot  alter  a money-bill,  but 
must  either  pass  it,  or  reject  it,  as  it  is  sent  to 
them.— On  the  other  hand,  the  Lords  could 
not  agree  to  any  such  tack,  without  departing 
from  that  solemn  Resolution  which  was  to 
their  books  signed  by  most  of  them,  never  to 
admit  of  a tack  to  a money-bill ; and,  if  they 


reasons  for  the  negative,  yet  the  bill  was  brought 
in,  but  moderated  in  several  clauses : for  those, 
who  pressed  it,  were  now  resolved  to  bring  the 
terms  as  low  as  possible,  in  order  once  to 
carry  a bill  upon  that  head.  Upon  the  first 
reading  of  it,  after  a warm  debate,  the  question 
was  carried  for  a second  reading. 

Endeavours  to  tuck  it  to  the  Land-Tax  Bi/f.]  , , ..  , 

This  vigorous  struggle  against  the  bill,  even  in  j yielded  now,  they  taught  the  House  of  Coin* 
the  House  of  Commons,  made  the  patrons  of  it  j mons  the  way  to  impose  any  thing  on  them 
justly  apprehensive,  that  it  would  never  pass  by  \ at  their  pleasure.  The  party  in  the  Commons 
itself  through  the  Lords;  nnd  therefore,  after  a ; put  their  whole  strength  on  the  carrying  ib» 
long  consultation  in  their  chief  meeting,  and  ' point.  They  went  farther  in  their  dtugu;  that 
(as  was  then  whispered)  by  the  suggestion  of  which  was  truly  aimed  at  by  those  in  tbe  $*• 
Mr.  Secretary  Ilarley,  in  whom  they  still  re-  crer,  was  to  break  the  war,  and  to  force  * 
posed  great  confidence,  but  who  designed  to  pence.  They  knew,  that  n bill  with  this  tack 
decoy  them  into  a snare,  they  resolved  to  at-  could  not  pass  in  the  House  of  Peers;  for  some 
tempt  the  tacking  of  it  to  the  Land-tax  bill,  lords  even  of  their  own  partv  confessed,  that 
Accordingly,  Nov.  28,  on  the  second  reading'-,  they  would  never  pass  it  in  that  manner.  By 
of  the  Occasional  Conformity  bill,  1 this  means  money  would  be  stopped;  and  tin* 

Mr.  Bromley  made  n long  speech,  wherein,  would  throw  all  matters  into  great  confnsion 
among  other  things,  he  urged,  “ That  the  prac-  , bothjnt  home  and  abroad,  and  dispose  the  allies, 
tire  of  Occasional  Conformity  w as  such  a scan-  > as  despairing  of  any  help  from  England,  to  se- 
dulous hypocrisy,  as  was  no  wuy  to  be  excused  cept  of  such  terms  os  France  would  offer  ibero. 
up  n any  pretence  whatsoever.  That  it  was  , Thus  au  artful  design  was  formed  to  break,  or 
condemned  even  by  the  better  sort  of  dissenters  | at  least  to  shake,  the  whole  alliance.  The  court 
themselves.  That  the  employing  persons  of  a j was  very  apprehensive  of  this,  and  tbe 
different  religion  from  that  established  by  law  ! lord-treasurer  Godolphin  opposed  it  with  much 
had  never  been  practise  d by  any  wise  govern-  | zeal.  Tbe  party  disowned  the  design  for  some 
ment,  and  was  not  allowed  even  in  Holland.  , time,  till  they  had  brought  up  their  whole 
Thai  the  sacmmentnl-ust  was  appointed  by 
the  wisdom  of  die  legislature  to  preserve  the 
established  church  ; which  church  seemed  in 
os  much  danger  from  the  dissenters  at  this 
time  us  it  was  from  papists,  when  the  act  was 


strength,  and  thought  they  were  sure  of  a niajo 
rity.  The  debate  held  long:  Those  who  opf**, 
sed  the  tacking,  urged,  that  it  was  a change ot 
the  whole  constitution,  nnd  was  in  effect  turn* 

■ ing  it  into  a common-wealth,  for  it  UPp1*** 
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the  deoving,  not  only  to  the  Lords,  bat  to  the 
Crown,  the  free  use  of  their  negative  in  the 
iegidature.  If  this  was  once  settled,  then,  as 
often  as  (he  public  occasions  made  a money-bill 
Bomrr,  every  tiling,  which  the  majority  in 
the  Commons  had  u mind  to,  would  be  tacked 
to  it  it  is  true,  some  tacks  had  been  made  to 
money-bills  in  king  Charles's  time;  but  even 
these  had  sfdJ  some  relation  to  the  money 
which  was  given.  But  in  this  case  a bill,  whose 
cjxmtion  was  only  for  one  year,  and  which  de- 
termined as  soon  as  the  four  shillings  in  the 
pound  were  paid,  was  to  have  a perpetual  law 
ticced  to  it,  which  must  continue  in  f >rce,  after 
the  greatest  part  of  the  act  was  expired. 

Besides  these  arguments,  Mr.  Sec.  Hedges 
and  the  lo<d  Cutts  represented  to  the  House 
that  the  duke  of  Marlborough  had  lately  con- 
c*udedn.eaty  with  the  king  of  Prussia  for  8,000 
oi  hh»  men,  to  be  employed  towards  the  re- 
lief of  the  duke  ot  Savoy,  who  was  ill  most  im- 
loLieni  danger.  That  these  troops  were  ac 
tiallf  on  their  march  upon  ibe  credit  of  a vote 
of  tint  House,  that  they  would  make  good  hr  > 
Majesty's  treuties : And  that  the  obstructing  1 
tbr  money-bills,  which  the  tacking  would  infal- 
libly do,  would  put  an  immediate  stop  to  the 
march  uf  those  iroOps,  and  thereby  occasion  the  i 
ir.Urt  ruiu  of  the  duke  of  Savoy. 

lord  Cutts  urged,  u That  the  English  nation 
was  now  in  the  highest  consideration  abroad  : 
That  all  Europe  was  attentive  to  the  resolutions 
cl  this  parliament ; and  that,  if  any  divisions 
thou  id.  imp  pen  between  the  two  Houses,  it 
would  cast  a damp  upon  the  w hole  confederacy, 
tfid  give  the  French  king  almost  as  great 
auranuge,  as  we  had  gained  over  him  at  Blen- 
heim.” 

Mr.&y/f, Chancellor  of  theF.xchequer,  spoke 
oatliesaxne  side,  and  asked,  whether  any  wise 
man  amongst  them  would  venture  his  w hole 
estate  upon  a vote;  And.  answering  hunsclf 
id  tbr  negative,  then,  added  he,  shall  we  now 
demure  the  safety  of  all  England,  nay,  of  all 
ltirope,upon  this  vote? 

Sir  Joftri  Haules  perceiving,  that  many  mem- 
bers h»d  left  the  high-church  party,  observed, 

“ Tltj  for  his  own  part,  he  had  been  against 
bill  from  the  beginning,  hut  he  wondered, 
ftnt  those  gentlemen,  who  had  all  along  pre- 
yed, that  the  church  of  England  was  on  the 
tnak  ot  ruin,  unless  such  a bill  should  pass,  did 
wtpiiTsue  the  only  method,  that  might  secure 
ibe  ptwsmg  of that  bill.  I put  it  (added  he)  to 
d*  conscience  of  those  gentlemen,  who,  are 
(rj®e  over  to  u<,  whether  they  were  before  sa- 
as  to  the  reasonableness  and  necessity 
wtbis  bid,  since  now  they  desert  their  own 
inends?  1 wish  they  had  voted  on  our  side  two 
ye»r>  ago,  (or  it  w ould  have  saved  us  a great 
dwl  uf  trouble,  the  greatest  part  of  the  nation 
1 rest  deal  of  uneasiness,  and  themselves  the 
effusion  of  abandoning  their  party  at  a 
pinch." 

Nr  Thomas  Lit l U (on  spoke  on  the  same  side, 
M vud,  u By  the  tacking  of  this  bill,  we  mean 
to  threw  a necessity  upon  the  Lords  to  pass  it. 


But  suppose  the  Lords  think  fit  to  untack  what 
we  hove  tacked,  and  to  acquaint  uh  that  they 
are  ready  to  pass  the  money-bill,  hut  will  con- 
sider of  the  other;  whose  fault  will  the  nation 
account  it  to  he,  that  the  queen's  business  is 
retarded  ?” 

In  answer  to  all  these  objections,  some  pre- 
cedents were alledged,  and  the  necessity  of  the 
hill  for  the  preservation  of  the  church  was  ur- 
ged, which  they  saw  was  not  like  to  pass,  un- 
less sent  to  the  Lords  so  accompanied  ; which 
some  thought  was  very  wittily  expressed  by 
calling  it  a portion  annexed  to  the  church,  as 
in  a marriage  ; and  they  said  they  did  not  doubt 
but  those  of  the  court  would  txert  themselves  to 
get  it  passed,  when  it  was  accompanied  with 
two  millions  us  its  price.  Upon  the  division, 
the  tack  was  rejected  by  a majority  of  261 
voices  against  134. 


The  following  is  a List  of  those  who  voted  for 
and  aguinst  the  Tuck : 


Fur  the  Tack. 

A gainst  the  Task, 

Bedfordshire , 

Not  One. 

Lord  Russel, 

Sir  William  Gostwick, 
William  Spencer, 
Edward  Carteret. 

Berkshire, 

Sir  John  Stuuehouse. 

Richard  Nevill, 

Lord  Filzharding, 
Richard  Topham. 

Sir  Owen  Buckingham, 
Tauticld  Vach*  11, 
William  Jennings, 

Thomas  Kenda, 

Sir  Simon  Harcourt. 

Buckinghamshire, 

Sir  Henry  Corker, 

Sir  Richard  Temple, 

Jolirt  Drake, 

Sir  Edmund  Denton, 

Sir  Samuel  Garrard, 

Roger  Price, 

Sir  James  Etheridge. 

Charlc  Godfrey, 
Fleet*  «*»d  Dormer, 
Richard  Hampden, 
Richard  Crawley, 
Junie>  Chase. 

Cambridgeshire , 

Granado  Pigut, 

Sir  Rushout  Cullen, 

Arthur  Aancsley. 

Henry  Hoyle, 

Sir  Henry  Pickering, 
Authony  Thompson. 

Cheshire , 

Sir  George  VVarhurton, 

Not  One. 

St  Roger  Mnstyn, 

- 

Sir  Henry  TUmbury, 
Peter  Shackerly. 

Cornwall, 

John  Bu'ler, 

William  Bridges, 

Sir  Richard  Vivian, 

Thomas  Dodson, 

John  Hoklin, 

Russel  Roberts, 

William  Cory, 

Sir  John  Moleswortb, 

William  Pole, 

Henry  Vincent, 

Henry  Poley, 

Francis  Roberts, 

Charles  Seymour, 

Francis  Godolphio, 

Sir  Henry  Scvinour, 

Sidney  Godolphin, 

Francis  Scubell, 

Thomas  Curcw, 

John  Manley, 

James  Cragg*, 

Joseph  Saw le, 

Alexander  Pmdarrif, 

John  Anstis, 

Hugh  Boscawen, 
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James  Praed, 

John  Sp aik. 


Cumberland, 
Wilfred  Law  sun. 


Derby  shir e, 
John  Curzun. 


Devonshire , 

Sir  Edward  Seymour, 
Jobn  Snell, 

William  Seymour, 
Thomas  Coulson, 
Arthur  Ctmmpneys, 
Kathaniel  Herne, 
Frederick  Herne. 


Dorsetshire , 
Thomas  Strangeway*, 
Thomas  Chaffin, 
Henry  Thjnne, 

John  Hanks, 

Richard  Bingham, 
Richard  Fowucs. 


Durham, 

Sir  Henry  Hcllesis. 


Essex, 

Sir  Charles  Barrington, 
William  Fytche, 

John  Corny  ns. 


Gloucestershire , 
Not  One. 


Herefordshire, 
Henry  Gorge*, 
Thomaa  Price. 
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William  Hooker, 

John  Hicks, 

Henry  Fleming, 
Rcnatus  Ik* Hot, 

Francis  Basset, 

Sir  Nicholas  Morrice, 
Samuel  Rolle, 

William  Coryton, 

Sir  John  Pole. 

Thomas  Stanwix, 
James  Stanhope, 
Thomas  Lamplugb. 

Thomas  Coke, 

James  Harpur, 

Thomas  Stanhope. 

Sir  William  Courtney, 
Robert  Rolle, 

Charles  Trelawney, 
John  Woo! comb, 

Sir  Simon  Leech, 
Thomas  Northmore, 
Nicholas  Hooper, 
Richard  Edgecumbe, 
Richard  Hde, 

Sir  Walter  Young. 

John  Bulteel, 

Henry  Mauuton, 

Sir  Thomas  Lear, 
Richard  Keynel, 
William  Cooper, 

Sir  Peter  King, 

Thomas  Berc, 

Robert  Bunidge. 

Sir  William  Phippard, 
William  JollitTu, 
Nathaniel  Napier, 
Henry  Henley, 

John  Burridge, 

Anthony  Henley, 
Charles  Churchill, 
Alexander  Bitfield, 

Sir  John  Crop  ley, 
Edward  Nicholas, 

Sir  Thomas  Ernley, 
Thomas  Erie. 

Sir  Robert  Eden, 

Sir  William  Howes, 
Thomas  Conyers. 

Sir  Francis  Masham, 
Sir  Isaac  Rebuw, 

Sir  Thomas  Cook,  ' 

Sir  Thomas  Daval, 

John  Ellis. 

Maynard  Colchester, 
William  Tryc, 

John  llanbury, 

William  Master, 
Richard  l>owde$weU, 
Edmund  Bray. 

James  Bridges, 

Thomas  Foley. 

I,ord  Coni  n get  by, 
Edward  Harley, 

Henry  ConjwaL 


• Hertfordshire , 
Ralph  Freeman, 

John  Gape, 

Charles  Cesar, 
Richard  Gulston. 

flunttngloiuhire , 
Not  One. 


Kent,  s 
Sir  Fraucis  Leigh, 
William  Cage, 
Heneuge  Finch, 
Robert  Crawford. 

Lancashire, 
Thomas  Leigh, 
Orlando  Bridgman* 


Leicestershire, 

Sir  George  Beaumont, 
James  Wins!  an  ley. 

Lincolnshire , 
Lewis  Dyinock, 

Sir  Jobn  Tliorold, 
William  Cecil, 

Charles  Bertie. 


Middlesex, 
Warwick  I-ike, 

Hugh  Smithson, 

Sir  Walter  Clarges. 

Monmouthshire , 
Not  One. 

JVb# folk, 

Thomas  Palgrare. 


Northamptonshire, 
John  James. 


Northumberland, 
Bertram  Stote. 


Nutlingham\hire, 

Sir  Willough.  Hickman, 
William  Levitu. 


Thomas  Hale, 
Gejrge  Churchill. 


John  Dry  den, 
William  Naylor, 

Earl  of  Orrery, 
Anthony  Hammond. 

Sir  Thomas  Hales, 
Henry  Lee, 

George  Sayer, 
Edward  Knatchbull, 
Thu  in  as  King. 

Richard  Ashton, 
Richard  Fleetwood, 
Charles  Stanley, 

Sir  Cyril  Wycbe, 
Robert  Heyshatn, 

Sir  William  leather, 
Sir  Roger  Hradshaigh* 
Thomas  Stringer, 
Ambrose  Pudaey, 
William  Clayten, 

Sir  Thomas  Johosoa 

John  Verney, 

John  Wilkins. 

Sir  Edward  Irby, 

Sir  Edward  Hussey, 
Jobn  Chaplin, 

Arthur  Moore, 

Sir  William  Elly*, 
Richard  Elly*. 

Sir  Gilbert  Heatbcot& 


John  Morgan. 

Sir  John  Holland, 

Sir  Jacob  Astlcy, 
Thomas  RlofielJ, 
Robert  Walpole, 
Benjamin  England, 
John  NichoUuo. 

Sidney  Wort.  Montagu, 
Sir  Gilbert  Dulbeu, 

Sir  Matthew  Dudley, 
Francis  Arundel, 
Charles  Egcrton, 
Thomas  Wentworth. 

Sir  Francis  Blake, 

Sir  Henry  Liddel, 
William  Carr, 
Emanuel  How, 

Sir  John  Delaral, 
Samuel  Ogle, 

Jonathan  Hutchinson* 

John  Thomhangh, 

Sir  Francis  Mohneox? 
George  Gregory, 
William  Ptenrpurat, 

Sir  Matthew  Jenuisot* 
James  Sauucknwk 
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Oxfordshire, 

5cr  Robert  Jenkinson, 
Sir  Uward  Norreys, 
Sir  William  Whitlock, 
Will.  Bromley, 
Thcmas  Rowoey, 
Frands  Norrcys, 
Jaw.  Bertie. 

St  William  Glyno, 
Cfaarir*  North. 

Rmiuvdihire, 
Richard  Halford. 
Salop, 

kr  Edward  Acton. 


Seen  erurfshire, 
Vdliaxn  Coward, 
H«rry  Portman, 
&r  Jacob  Tia licks, 

limes  And ei  ten. 


Svafkantp/on, 
Heorv  Holmes, 
1/nurd  Biksi, 
V<!bioi  Stephens, 
load*  Gwyun. 


Stafford! th’iTtf 
Retard  Dvot, 
l-Mph  Girdler. 


Suffolk. 
id  Dytert, 

♦An  fcxce, 


Roger  Owen, 

Richard  Corbet, 

John  Kynaston, 

Richard  Mytton, 

Sir  Humphrey  Briggs, 
Sir  Thomas  Powys, 
Francis  Herbert, 
George  Weld, 

Charles  Mason. 

Henry  Bret. 

Nathaniel  Palmer, 

Sir  Philip  Sydenham, 
Robert  Yatc, 

Sir  William  Daines, 
William  Blaithwait, 
Alexander  -Popham, 

Sir  Francis  Warre, 
Edward  Clarke, 

Sir  Thomas  Wroth, 
George  Batch, 
Alexander  Lutterell, 

Sir  Francis  Wyndham, 
Sir  Thomas  Travel), 
John  Hunt. 

Richard  Norton, 
George  Pitt, 

Lord  William  Powlet, 
Geo.  Rodney  Bridget, 
Frederick  Tilney, 

Adam  de  Cardonnel, 
William  Gifford, 

Sir  George  Rookc, 
Anthony  Morgan, 
Robert  Mitchell, 

Lord  Cutts, 

Anthony  Barnaby, 
Henry  KHIegrew, 

Sir  Thomas  Hopson, 
John  Leigh, 

William  Kttricke, 
Thomas  Dore, 

Paul  Burrard, 

Richard  Wool  I as  ton, 
John  Shrimpton, 

John  Smith, 

Francis  Shepheard. 

Henry  Paget, 

Edward  Bagot, 

Sir  Michael  Biddulph, 
Thomas  Foley, 

Walter  Chetwvnd, 
John  Crew  Offl*»y, 
Rowland  Cotton, 
Thomas  Guy. 

Sir  Dudley  Cullnm, 
berjeaot  Whitaker, 


Sir  Clrarles  Bloys, 
Robert  Kemp, 

Sir  Edmund  Bacon, 
Sir  Edward  Turner, 
George  Dashvrood, 
Sir  Robert  Dnvers. 
Surrey, 

Leonard  Weasel, 

Sir  John  Parsons, 
George  Vernon, 
Thomas  Heath. 


Suiter, 
John  Toke, 
William  Ellison* 


fTarzcichhiro, 

Sir  John  Mordaunt, 
Sir  Christopher  Hales, 
Thomas  Gery, 

Francis  Greville, 
Algcrnoon  Greville. 

Westmoreland^ 
Not  One. 


Wiltshire, 
Sir  Richard  How, 
Robert  Hyde, 
Charles  Fox, 

Sir  James  Flowe, 
Robert  Bertie, 
Henry  Chivers, 
William  Harvey, 
Henry  Pinnel. 


Sir  George  Elwv*, 
S|»enccr  Compton, 
Sir  Joseph  Jekyil. 
Sir  Thouias  Felton. 


Sir  Richard  Onslow, 
Charles  Cox, 

John  Cholmondcley, 
John  Ward, 

Sir  Robert  Clayton, 
Henry  Harvey, 

Morgan  Randyll, 

Denzil  Onslow, 

Maur'ce  Thompson* 
Thomas  Onslow. 

Thomas  Pelham* 

Henry  Lumlejr, 

John  Miller, 

Henry  Co w per, 

John  \Vi«'ker, 

John  Lukener, 

Laurence  Alcock, 

Sir  Nicholas  Pelham* 
Richard  Baine, 

John  Perry, 

Nathaniel  Gould, 

Samuel  Sam  broke, 

John  Asgill, 

Sir  Edward  Hungerfortl, 
Charles  Goring, 

John  Conyers, 

Edmund  Duminer, 
Carew  Weekes. 

Not  One. 


William  Fleming, 
Henry  Grahinc, 

Lord  Pierrcpoint, 
James  Grahme. 

Robert  F.yre, 

Sir  John  Hawles, 

John  Gauntlet, 

Sir  James  Ash, 

Thomas  Jervis, 

Edward  Ash, 

William  Mensem* 
Henry  Bertie, 

Sir  Charles  Fledges, 
Francis  Merryweatber* 
John  Methuen, 

Lord  Mordaunt, 

James  Montagu, 
Thomas  Bouchier, 
Edward  Paunco.fort, 
Thomas  Webb, 

Samuel  Barker, 

James  Bruce, 

Edmund  Webb, 

John  Webb, 

Francis  Stonehouse, 
Charles  Mompesson, 
Henry  St.  John, 
Robert  Brace, 

Edward  Jeffery*. 
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Worcestershire , 
Sir  John  Packiogton, 
Hugh  Parker. 


Yorkshire , 
Robert  Byerlev, 
James  Datcy, 

Sir  Bryan  Stapleton. 


CINQUE-PORTS. 

John  Mitchel. 


WALES. 

Sir  Humph.  Mackworth, 
Tlxjm&s  Bulkdey, 
Henry  Lloyd, 

Sir  John  Wynne, 

Sir  Thomas  Hj  tuner, 
Thomas  Musty  n, 

Edward  Vauyhan, 

John  Vaughau. 


In  all  - - - 134. 


William  Walsh, 

Samuel  Swift, 

Thomas  YVyld, 

Edward  Foley, 

Charles  Cox, 

John  Rudge, 

Sal  way  Winnington. 

Lord  Hartington, 

Sir  John  Kay, 

Sir  William  Robinson, 
Tobias  Jenkins 
Sir  William  St.  Quintin, 
William  Matsier, 
Christopher  Stnckdale, 
William  Thoinpsoo, 
John  llungeifbrd, 

John  Sharpy, 

Sir  Wili  am  Hustler, 
Thomas  Yoike, 

Henry  Guy, 

Sir  Henry  Goodricke, 

Sir  William  Strickland, 
William  Palmes, 

Sir  Q«idfrey  Copley, 

Sir  Thomas  Frankland, 
Ruliert  Monckton, 
William  J estop, 

Sir  Charles  Ilotham, 
William  Gee, 

Robert  Dormer, 

John  Aislaby, 

Sir  John  Bland, 

William  Lowther. 


■William  Ashbumham, 
John  Pnlteney, 
Matthew  Aylmer, 
Philip  Papillon, 

Sir  Henry  Fumese, 

Sir  Philip  Bolder, 
John  Botelcr, 

Walter  Whiuicld, 
John  Brewer, 

Thomas  Fagg, 

Edward  Southwell, 
George  Clarke, 

James  Hodges, 

Sir  Wilhatu  Thomas, 
William  Lowndes. 


Lord  BulkeJey,-, 
Coningesby  Williams, 
John  Jeffreys, 

Sir  Jeffrey  Jeffreys, 
Griffith  Rice, 

Richard  Vaughan, 

S.r  Richard  Middleton, 
Edward  Brereton, 
Thomas  Manscl, 

John  Laughorn, 

Thomas  llarley, 

Robert  Harley. 

lu  all  - - -251. 


The  report  of  the  Bill,  was  made  on  Dec.  5. 
atid  a debate  arising,  Whether  it  should  be 


engrossed  or  not,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirma- 
tive, Yeas  145,  Noes  118.  The  Bill  was  read 
a third  time,  and  passed  on  the  14ih,  Yeas  179, 
Noes  131. 

The  Occasional  Conformity  Bill  sent  vp  to 
the  Lords , is  debated  and  rejected  by  then.] 
Dec.  14.  The  Bill*  was  sent  up  to  the  Lords, 
and  the  next  day  it  was  read  for  the  first  time. 
If  the  queen  had  not  been  present,  there 
would  have  been  no  long  debate  on  that  head, 
for  it  was  scarce  possible  to  say  much,  that  had 
not  been  formerly  said ; but  to  give  her  majes- 
ty full  information,  since  it  was  supposed  that 
she  had  heard  that  matter  only  on  one  side,  it 
was  resolved  to  open  the  whole  in  her  hearing. 
The  topics  most  insisted  ou  were,  the  quiet 
that  the  nation  enjoyed  by  the  toleration,  on 
w hich  head  the  severities  of  former  reigns  were 
laid  open,  both  in  their  injustice,  cruelty,  and 
their  being  managed  only  to  advunce  popery, 
and  other  had  designs.  The  peaceable  beha- 
viour of  the  dissenters,  and  the  zeal  they  ex- 
pressed for  the  queen  and  her  government, 
were  likewise  copiously  set  forth,  while  others 
shewed  a malignity  to  it.  That  which  wa* 
chiefly  urged  was,  that  every  new  law  made  m 
the  matter,  altered  the  state  of  things  from 
what  it  was,  when  the  act  for  toleration  first 
passed.  This  gave  the  dissenters  an  alarm: 
they  might  from  thence  justly  conclude,  that 
one  step  would  he  made  after  another,  till  the 
whole  effect  of  that  act  should  be  overturned. 
It  did  not  appear,  from  the  behaviour  of  any 
among  them,  that  they  were  not  coutented 
with  the  toleration  they  enjoyed,  or  that  they 
were  carrying  on  designs  against  the  church. 
In  that  case  it  might  be  very  reasonable  to  look 
for  a further  security ; but  nothing  tending  that 
way  was  so  much  as  pretended  : all  went  oo 
jealousies  and  fears,  the  common  topics  of 
sedition.  On  the  other  hand,  to  support  the 
bill,  all  stories  were  brought  up  to  stiew  how 
restless  and  unquiet  that  sort  of  men  had  been 
in  former  times.  The  archbishop  of  York  de- 
clared ‘ That  lie  was  for  so  much  of  the  bill 
1 as  concerned  the  church/  Whereupon  the 
earl  of  Peterborough  said,  ‘ That  he  was  glad 

* to  hear  that  learned  prelate  make  a disbne- 

* tion  between  the  ecclesiastical  and  political 
‘ part  of  the  bill ; and  he  hoped,  that  all  the 
‘ Lords,  who,  in  their  consciences,  were  satis- 

* fied,  as  his  grace  seemed  to  be,  that  this  bill 
‘ was  framed  to  serve  a temporal,  as  well  as  a 

* spiritual  end,  would  vote  against  it/  The 
question  being  put,  whether  the  bill  should  be 
read  a second  time,  it  wa*  carried  in  the  nega- 
tive by  a majority  of  71  voices  against  50,  51 
members  present,  and  20  proxies,  hung  for 
rejecting  it;  and  33  peers  in  the  House,  and 
17  proxies,  forgiving  it  n second  reading. 

Proceeding s in  both  Houses  concerning  Scot- 
land.] By  this  time  the  Lords  were  engaged 
in  on  affair  which  made  no  less  noise  than  the 
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Conformity-bill,  and  was  occasion  pH  by  a 
speech  of  lord  Havershara  ; bis  Lordship  hav- 
ing acquainted  the  peers,  that  he  had  matters 
of  great  importance  to  lay  before  them*,  but 
tfcr  he  desired  it  should  be  in  a full  house;  all 
tN?  Lords  in  town  and  in  the  neighbourhood 
wtrt  jommoned  to  attend  three  days  after; 
when  his  Lordship  made  a speech,  of  which 
these  are  the  most  remarkable  passages: 

Lord  Hatersham.  “ I would  be  far  from 
dc trading  or  lessening  any  man's  just  praise, 
and  do  really  believe,  that  the  wonder- 
lb;  victory  obtained  over  the  French,  under  the 
conduct  and  command  of  prince  F.ugenc  nnd 
the  duke  of  Marlborough,  if  considered  in  all 
its  circumstances,  especially  the  unusual  se- 
crecT  with  which  the  orders  were  executed,  is 
tbetreatest  any  history  can  shew  us. — And, 
though  our  success  nt  sea  was  not  equal  to  what 
it  was  at  land,  yet  the  English  courage  and 
bravery  shewed  itself  the  same.  I cannot  in- 
deed congratulate  sir  George  Rooke’s  intire 
tictorr  over  the  French  ; hut  I can,  and  do 
heartily,  his  safe  deliverance  from  them. 
—Let  our  victories  be  what  they  will  ashore, 
while  France  is  thus  powerful  at  sea,  and  more 
» daily,  not  only  by  her  new  additions,  but  by 
wr  too  easy  concessions,  as  were  those  of  St. 
Christopher's,  Newfoundland,  nnd  HudsonV 
bn;  while  our  trade  is  thus  neglected,  and 
tour  lordships  faithful  and  provident  advice 
Milled  by  the  dark  counsels  of  nobody  knows 
•ho;  England,  in  my  opinion,  can  never  be 
•we. — Another  thing  that  I shall  take  notice 
®f,  a the  present  stfcte  of  the  coin  ; and  I dare 
nature  to  say,  that,  if  such  vast  exportations 
he  much  longer  continued  and  allowed,  wc 
rfall  have  very  little  left  at  home.  France  may 
tebesten,  but  England  must  be  beggared.  I 
know  we  are  not  so  sensible  of  this,  because 
is  a paper-money  now  current ; but, 
Wd  there  ever  happen  to  be  a* stop  there, 

1 pay  God  preserve  us  from  sinking  all  at  once. 

Lie  law  thing  that  I shall  mention  to  your  lord- 
*P*»  ts in  relation  to. Scotland.  I think  I need 
bit  iay  before  your  lordships  the  true  matter  of 
ko,  to  convince  you  how  much  it  deserves  your 
Gwidwition.  A little  before  the  last  sitting 
*wn  <»f  the  parliament  there,  it  was  thought 
■*c«83ry  to  make  some  alteration  in  that  mi- 
a°d  accordingly  some  were  displaced 
mike  room  for  others,  taking  some  from 
•ch  patty,  who  might  influence  the  rest. 
Aogs  being  thus  prepared,  and  a motly  mi- 
^■7  set  up,  the  parliament  met  about  the  6th 
July  last.  And,  though  the  succession  to 
^ crown  in  the  protestant  line  was  the  main 
&&S  recommended  with  the  greatest  earnest- 
^byibe  queen  inner  letter  to  them,  yet  was 
* 10  postponed  and  baffled,  that  at  length  it 
to  nothing  ; partly,  because  the  ministry 
•sssoweak  and  divided,  that,  instead  of  doing 
j**n  thing,  they  could  do  nothins;  and  partly 
ktta  a received  opinion,  that  the  succession 
never  sincerely  and  cordially  intend- 
Ni  either  by  the  ministry  there,  or  by  those 
foi.  vi. 
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that  managed  the  Scots  affairs  here. — This  is 
very  evident;  for,  at  the  opening  of  the  session, 
my  Lord  Secretary  himself  distinguishes  be- 
tween a secret  and  revealed  will.  And  not 
only  that,  hut  upon  the  fourth  Sederunt  (as 
they  cnll  it)  a motion  was  made  for  a hill  of 
\ exclusion  ; I take  it  formally  to  he  so,  though 
it  bears  the  title  of  an  Act  of  Security,  which 
was  read  the  first  time  on  the  7th,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table  till  they  heard  from  England, 
and,  on  the  10th,  it  passed  into  a law.  Now 
can  any  reasonable  man  believe,  that  those 
who  promoted  a bill  of  exclusion  there,  or  those 
who  here  advised  the  passing  of  it,  could  ever 
be  really  nnd  cordially  lor  the  English  succes- 
sion. I know  there  is  an  exception  in  the  act 
itself;  but  it  is  such  a one  ns  might  have  full 
as  well  been  left  out.  For  he  that  asks 
what  he  knows  before  will  never  be  granted, 
only  asks  the  denial.  And  yet  this  is  not  nil, 
but  in  this  very  bill  of  exclusion,  as  I cull  it, 
all  the  heretors  and  boroughs  are  not  only  al- 
lowed, but  ordained  (as  the  word  is)  to  be  arm- 
ed, and  to  exercise  their  fencible  men  once 
every  month. — This  being  the  fact  (and,  I 
think,  I have  stated  it  very  truly)  surely,  my 
Lords,  it  is  what  deserves  your  consideration  ; 
and  I shall  make  but  one  or  two  observations 
to  your  Lordships.  There  are  two  matters  of 
all  troubles;  much  discontent,  and  great  po- 
verty ; nnd  whoever  will  now  look  into  Scot- 
land, will  find  them  both  in  that  kingdom.  It  is 
certain,  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  Scotland  are 
as  learned  nnd  as  brave  as  any  nation  in  Europe 
can  boast  of ; and  these  arc  generally  discon- 
tented. And  as  to  the  common  people,  they 
are  very  numerous  and  very  stout,  but  very 
poor.  And  who  is  the  man  that  can  answer 
what  such  a multitude,  so  armed,  so  disciplin- 
ed, with  such  leaders,  may  do,  especially  siuce 
opportunities  do  so  much  alter  men  from  tliem- 
selves?  And  there  will  never  be  wanting  all 
the  promises  and  all  the  assistance  France  can 
give. 

“ Resides  this,  my  lords,  I take  it  to  be  of  the 
last  danger  to  England  that  there  should  be  the 
least  shadow  or  pretence  of  a necessity  to  keep 
up  regular  nnd  standing  troops  in  this  kingdom 
in  time  of  peace  ; for  1 shall  always  be  of  the 
same  opinion,  that  what  hns  been,  may  be.  In 
short,  my  lords,  I think  every  man  wishes  these 
tilings  had  not  been : and  in  my  opinion,  there 
is  no  man.  but  must  say,  they  should  not  have 
been.  I shall  end  with  an  advice  of  my  lord 
Bacon's.  Let  men,  says  he,  beware  how  they 
neglect  or  suffer  matter  of  troubles  to  be  pre- 
pared ; for  no  man  can  forbid  die  Sparks  that 
tnny  set  all  on  fire.” 

The  Lords  were  variously  affected  with  this 
speech;  which  though  generally  approved,  as 
to  that  part  of  it,  which  related  to  the  Scots 
affairs,  yet  was  it  no  less  unwelcome  than  un- 
expected to  see  the  present  ministry  reflected 
upon,  to  whose  counsels  and  management  the 
nation  owed  its  prosperity  at  home,  and.  m 
great  measure,  its  successes  abroad.  And  be- 
sides, some  peers  thought  it  derogatory  to  the 
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dute  of  Mtrlboroui^h,  that  prince  Eugene 
should  be  named  before  him  in  the  mention  of 
an  action,  in  whirl)  that  prince  acted  but  a 
second  part.  However,  this  speech  was  seconded 
by  the  earls  of  Rochester  and  Nottingham;  th* 
former  particularly  lamenting  the  ill  conse- 
quences of  the  exportation  of  the  coin,  and 
insisting  on  the  necessity  of  putting  a stop  to 
that  evil.  The  lord-treasurer,  who  took  this  to 
he  an  oblique  reflection  on  himself,  said,  “ That, 
though  it  w ould  not  he  difficult  to  demonstrate, 
that  there  never  was  so  great  a plenty  of  mo- 
ney in  England,  as  at  present,  yet  there  was  a 
sure  way  to  increase  that  plenty,  and  prevent 
the  exportation  of  coin,  and  that  was  by 
clapping  up  u peace  with  France.  But  then, 
added  lie,  I leatc  it  to  the  consideration  of  any 
wise  man,  whether  we  shall  not  thereby  be 
shortly  in  danger  of  losing  not  only  all  our 
coin,  but  nil  our  land  to  boot.’' 

The  Scots  business  being  the  most  mate-H 
part  of  the  lord  Haversbam’s  speech,  the  29th 
•f  November  was  appointed  to  consider  cf  it, 
npon  which  day  the  queen  went  to  the  House 
of  Peers,  both  to  hear  the  dehates  about  that 
important  point,  and  to  moderate  by  her  pre- 
sence any  heats,  which  might  arise  •.  This, 
however,  had  not  all  the  desired  effect ; for  the 
earl  of  Nottingham,  having  reflected  on  king 
William  with  relation  to  the  treaty  of  partition, 
the  lord  Somers  rose  up  and  said,  “ That  it 
was  unbecoming  a member  of  that  House  to 
sully  the  memory  of  so  great  a prince ; and  be 
doubted  not,  but  a mini,  who  could  reflect  upon 
king  William  before  his  successor,  would  do 
the  same  by  her  present  majesty,  when  she  was 
gone.”  As  to  the  treaty  mentioned  by  the 
earl  of  Nottingham,  he  added,  “That  there 
was  a noble  lord  there  present  (meaning  the 
earl  of  Jersey)  who  wns  tins  principal  agent 
and  plenipotentiary  in  that  treaty,  and  whose 
duty,  as  well  as  interest,  it  was  to  vindicate  both 
the  memory  of  his  late  most  gracious  master 
and  his  own  conduct.”  lo  the  mean  time  the 
bird  Mohun  consulted  with  several  peers,  whe- 
ther they  should  move  to  send  the  earl  of  Not- 
tingham to  the  Tower.  But  this  being  the  first 
time  the  queen  did  the  Houm*  the  honour  of 
coming  to  bear  their  debates,  they  thought  fit 
to  decline  that  motion  out  of  respect  to  her 
majesty.  As  to  the  main  business  of  the  day. 
the  earls  of  Nottingham  and  Rochester  urged 
the  ill  consequences  of  the  Act  of  Security 
passed  in  Scotland  And  it  being  answered, 
that  tlie  same  was  granted  to  prevent  the 

— — — * — ? 

9 “ The  queen  began  this  winter  to  come  to 
the  House  of  Peers  upon  great  occasions  to 
hear  their  debates,  which,  as  it  was  of  good  use  j 
for  her  better  information,  so  it  whs  very  ser-  i 
viceable  in  bringing  the  House  into  Getter  | 
order.  The  first  time  she  came,  was,  when  the  i 
debate  whs  taken  up  concerning  the  Scots  act . ! 
she  knew  the  Lord  Treasurer  was  aimed  at ! 
by  it,  and  slid  diverted  the  storm  by  her  eu-  j 
deavours,  as  well  ns  she  restrained  Jt  by  her 
presence.”  Burnet. 


danger  of  n rebellion  in  that  kingdom,  it  was 
replied,  “ That,  if  the  Scots  bad  rebelled,  they 
would  have  rebelled  without  arms;  whereas,  if 
they  had  a mind  to  rebel  now,  this  act  bad 
legally  supplied  them  with  necessaries  to  sup- 
port their  rebellion.”  The  more  moderate  iv- 
presented,  That,  like  skilful  physicians  and 
wise  legislators,  they  ought  rather  to  apply  pre- 
seut  remedu  s to  a known  evil,  than  to  lose  time 
in  enquiring,  whether  or  no  it  might  have  been 
prevented.  It  was  after  much  declaiming 
moved,  that  the  Lords  might  pass  some  votes 
upon  the  Scots  Act.  The  Tories,  who  pressed 
this,  intended  to  add  a severe  vote  against  all 
those,  who  had  advised  it ; and  itfwas  visible 
at  whom  this  was  aimed.  The  Whigs  diverted 
this:  They  said,  that  the  putting  a vote  against 
an  act  pussed  in  Scotland  locked  like  claiming 
some  superiority  over  them,  which  seemed  very 
improper  at  that  time:  since  that  kingdom  was 
possessed  with  a national  jealousy  on  this  head, 
w hicli  would  l»e  much  increased  by  such  a pro- 
ceeding. More  moderate  methods  were  there- 
fore proposed,  in  order  to  the  making  up  of  a 
breach  iu  this  island,  with  w hich  it  seemed  to  be 
threatened  ; and,  at  last  the  grand  committee 
of  the  Peers  came  to  these  resolutions,  “ That 
the  best  method  to  prevent  the  inconveniences 
which  might  happen  hy  the  late  acts  passed  ui 
Scotland,  was  by  making  such  laws  here  for 
that  purpose  : That  the  queen  be  enabled  by 
act  of  parliament,  on  the  part  of  England,  to 
name  commissioners  to  treat  about  an  Union 
with  Scotland,  provided,  that  these  powers  bt 
not  put  in  execution,  till  commissioners  should 
Ik?  named  on  the  part  of  Scotland  by  tin?  par- 
liament there.  That  Scotsmen  should  not  en- 
joy the  privileges  of  Englishmen,  except  such 
‘as  ore  settled  in  this  kingdom,  in  Ireland,  and 
the  plantations,  and  such  as  arc  or  shall  be  in 
our  land  or  sea-service,  until  an  Union  be  had, 
or  the  succession  settled  as  in  England.  That 
the  bringing  of  cattle  from  Scotland  into 
England  be  prevented.  That  the  lord  ad- 
miral or  commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  for 
the  time  being,  be  required  to  give  orders 
to  her  majesty’s  ships,  to  take  such  ships 
as  they  shall  find  trading  from  Scotland  i« 
France,  or  ro  the  ports  of  any  of  her  majesty’s 
enemies;  and  that  cruizcrs  be  appointed  lor 
that  end.  And  that  the  exportation  of  English 
wool  into  Scotland  be  carefully  hindered." 
These  Resolutions  being  approved  by  d* 
House,  the  judges  were  ordered  to  reduce 
them  iuto  bills;  one  of  which  for  an  enure 
Union,  was  read  a tliird  time,  and  passed  the 
20th  of  December,  and  sent  to  the  Commons 
for  their  concurrence.  On  the  9th,  the  lord* 
presented  an  Address  to  the  queen,  importing; 

“ That,  having  taken  iuto  consideration  di- 
vers acts  of  parliament  lately  passed  in  Scot- 
land, and  duly  weighed  the  dangerous  and  per* 
nicious  effect**  which  were  lik.ely  to  follow  from 
them,  they  were  preparing  bills  for  preventing 
such  great  evils;  and,  in  the  mean  tin»e»  they 
thought  themselves  bound  to  represent  to  bet 
I uijesty,  as  their  humble  opinion,  that  it 
i 
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bighhr  requisite  for  the  safety  of  this  kingdom, 
that  speedy  and  effectual  orders  he  given  for 
putting  of  Newcastle  into  a condition  of  de- 
fence, lor  securing  the  port  of  Tinmouth,  and 
tor  repairing  Carlisle  and  Hull.  They  also  be- 
sought her  majesty  to  cause  the  militia  of  the 

* northern  counties  to  be  disciplined  and  pro- 
vided with  arms  and  ammunition;  and  a com- 
petent number  of  regular  troops  to  be  kept 
upon  the  northern  borders  of  England  and  in 
the  north  parts  of  Ireland : and  to  direct  the 
laws  to  be  effectually  put  in  execution  against 
ail  papists  in  respect  to  their  arms  and  persons, 
*nd  to  order  a particular  account  of  what  was 
done,  in  execution  of  her  commands,  to  be  laid 
before  her  majesty  in  counsel  without  delay.’* 

To  this  Address  the  Queen  answered,  4 That 
1 she  should  duect  a survey  to  be  made  of  the 
‘ several  places  mentioned  in  this  Address,  in 
' order  to  lay  it  before  the  parliament : And 
‘ « hat  forces  could  be  spared  from  their  atten- 

* daace  here,  should  be  quartered  upon  the 
' borders,  as  they  had  been  the  last  year : And 
' that  she  would  likewise  give  the  necessary  di- 
‘ rectionsupon  the  other  particulars  of  the  Ad- 
' dress/ 

The  Commons  likewise,  having  in  a grand 
r emittee,  considered  the  State  of  the  Nation 
«ub  regard  to  Scotland,  resolved  on  the  13th 
r-f  December,  that  a 4 Bill  should  be  brought  in 
‘tor  the  effectual  securing  the  kingdom  of 
‘ England  from  the  apparent  dangers,  that 
4 might  arise  from  several  acts  lately  passed  in 
1 the  parliament  of  Scotland.* 

And  on  the  11th  of  January,  Mr.  Conyers 
rrported  from  the  committee  of  the  whole 
House,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  consider  of 
hnds  for  that  bill,  the  Resolutions  they  had  to 
come  U>,  and  which  were  as  follow : 

“ That  it  be  one  head  of  the  bill  to  enable 
t*r  majesty  to  uominate  and  appoint  commis- 
r-oomfor  England  to  treat  with  commissioners 

Scotland,  for  an  Union  between  the  two 
b^sdoms.  2.  That  all  nntives  of  the  kingdom 
of  Scotland,  except  snch  as  are  settled  and  shall 
r,>nuane  inhabitants  of  England,  or  the  domi- 
flKHts  thereunto  belonging,  or  at  present  in  the 
^mceof  the  army  or  navy,  shall  be  reputed  as 
unless  the  succession  to  the  crown  of 
Gotland  be  settled  on  the  princess  Sophia  of 
Hanover  and  the  heirs  of  her  body  being  pro- 
'ftUou.  3.  That  a more  effectual  provision 

* to  prevent  the  exportation  of  wool 
tnca  England  and  Ireland  into  Scotland.  4. 
rh"t  provision  be  made  to  prevent  the  impor- 
wion  of  Scots  liuen  into  England  or  Ireland, 

to  permit  the  exportation  of  the  linen 
aaufsetures  of  Ireland  in  English  bottoms 

her  majesty’s  plantations  in  the  Weat- 
5.  Tliat  immediate  provision  be  made 
h prevent  the  conveying  of  horses,  arms,  and 
^ommiinon,  from  England  into  Scotland.  6. 

• ii  all  the  prntestant  frce-holdera  of  the  six 
J**“*rn  counties  of  England  be  permitted  to 
^raish  themselves  with  arms.’* 

These  Eciolutions  being  read  twice,  all,  ex- 


cept the  last,  were  agreed  to  by  the  House,  whe 
appointed  a committee  to  prepare  and  bring  m 
a bill  accordingly  ; and  on  the  16tb  of  January, 
upon  the  second  reading  of  the  Lords  bill  to  the 
same  purpose,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the 
table,  because  the  Commons  were  resolved  to 
adhere  to  a notion,  which  had  now  taken  such 
root  among  them,  that  it  could  not  be  shaken, 
that  the  Lords  could  not  put  into  a biH  begun 
with  them  any  clause,  containing  rnonev-prnal- 
ties,  as  they  Imd  done  into  this.  This  notion 
was  indeed  wholly  new,  for  pennltics  upon 
transgressions  could  not  be  construed  to  be  a 
giving  of  money.  The  Lords  were  clearly  in 
possession  of  proceeding  thus;  so  that  the 
calling  it  in  question  was  an  attempt  on  the 
share,  which  the  Lords  lmd  in  the  legislature. 
(Jn  the  1st  of  February,  the  Commons  read  it  a 
third  time,  and  passed  their  own  bill  relating  to 
Scotland ; and  the  following  Christmas  was  the 
day  prefixed  for  the  Scots  to  enact  the  succes- 
sion, or,  on  failure  thereof,  then  this  net  was  to 
have  effect.  A great  coldness  appeared  in 
many  of  the  Commons,  who  used  to  be  lint  on 
less  important  occasions : they  seemed  not  to 
desire,  that  the  Scots  should  settle  the  succes- 
sion; and  it  was  visible,  that  some  of  them 
hoped,  that  the  Lords  would  have  used  their 
bill,  as  they  had  used  that  sent  down  by  the 
Lords.  Many  of  tlu*m  were  less  concerned  in 
the  fate  of  the  bill,  because  it  diverted  the  cen- 
sure, which  they  had  intended  to  fix  on  the 
lord- treasurer.  But  the  Lords  were  aware  of 
this,  and  four  days  after  the  bill  was  sent  up  to 
them,  passed  it  without  any  amendment. 
Those,  who  wished  well  to  the  Union,  were 
afraid,  that  the  prohibition,  and  the  declaring 
tlie  Scots  aliens  after  the  day  prefixed,  would 
be  looked  on  as  threatenings ; and  they  saw 
cause  to  apprehend,  that  ill  tempered  men  in 
Scotland  would  u*e  this  as  an  handle  to  divert 
that  nation,  which  was  already  much  soured, 
from  hearkening  to  any  motion  that  might  tend 
to  promote  the  Union,  or  the  declaring  the  suc- 
cession. It  was  given  out  by  those,  that  this 
was  an  indignity  done  their  kingdom,  and  that 
they  ought  not  so  much  as  to  treat  with  a 
nation,  that  threatened  them  in  such  a man- 
ner. The  innrquis  of  Tweedale  excused  him- 
self from  serving  any  longer,  upon  which  the 
duke  of  Argyle  was  appointed  lord- high-com- 
missioner in  nis  room. 

Thanks  of  the  Lords  to  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough.]  Dec.  15.  T he  duke  of  Marlborough, 
upon  liis  return  to  England,  and  first  coming 
to  the  House  of  Peers,  received  the  following 
compliment  from  the  Lord* Keeper  in  the  name 
of  that  House: 

" My  Lord  Duke  of  Marlborough  ; The  hap- 
py success  that  hath  attended  her  majesty’s 
arms  under  your  grace’s  command  in  Germany 
the  last  campaign,  is  so  truly  great,  so  truly 
glorious  in  all  its  circumstances,  that  few  in- 
stances in  the  history  of  former  ages  can  equal, 
much  less  excel  the  lustre  of  it. — Your  grace 
has  not  overthrown  young  unskilful  general*, 
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raw  and  undisciplined  troops;  but  your  grace 
has  conquered  the  Trench  and  Bavarian  armies; 
armies  that  were  fully  instructed  in  all  the  arts 
of  war,  select  veteran  troops,  Hushed  with 
former  victories,  and  commanded  by  generals 
of  great  experience  and  bravery.*— The  glorious 
victories  your  grace  has  obtained  at  Schellen- 
burgli  and  llochstet,  are  -very  great,  very  illus- 
trious in  themselves:  but  they  are  greater  still 
in  their  consequences  to  her  majesty  and  her 
allies.  The  emperor  is  thereby  relieved ; the 
empire  itself  freed  from  n dangerous  enemy  in 
the  very  bowels  of  it  ; the  exorbitant  power  of 
France  is  checked  ; and,  I hope,  a happy  step 
made  towards  reducing  of  that  monarch  within 
ids  due  bounds,  and  securing  the  liberties  of 
Europe. — '1  he  honour  of  these  glorious  vic- 
tories, great  as  they  are,  under  the  immediate 
blessing  of  Almighty  God,  is  chiefly,  if  not 
alone,  owing  to  your  grace’s  conduct  and  va- 
lour.. This  is  the  unanimous  voice  of  England, 
and  all  her  majesty’s  allies. — Aly  Lord,  this 
most  honourable  House  is  hit: lily  sensible  of  the 
great  and  signal  services  your  grace  has  done 
he  r majesty  this  campaign,  nud  of  the  immortal 
honour  you  have  done  the  English  nation;  and 
have  commanded  ine  to  give  you  their  thanks 
for  the  same.  And  I do  accordingly  give  your 
grace  the  thanks  of  this  (louse  for  the  great  ho- 
nour your  grace  has  done  the  nation,  and  for 
the  great  and  signal  services  you  Have  done  her 
majesty  and  this  kingdom,  the  lust  campaign/’ 

The  Duke's  Anssrer.]  The  Duke’s  Answer 
was  as  follows  : 

“ My  Lords;  I am  extremely  sensible  of  the 
great  honour  your  lordships  are  pleased  to  do  j 
me.  I must  beg,  on  this  occasion,  to  do  right  ( 
to  all  the  officers  and  soldiers  1 had  the  honour 
of  having  under  my  command.  Next  to  the 
blessing  of  God,  the  good  success  of  this  cam- 
paign is  owing  to  their  extraordinary  courage. 

I ain  sure  it  will  be  a great  satisfaction,  as  well 
as  encouragement  to  the  whole  army,  to  find 
their  services  so  favourably  accepted.” 

The  same  day,  a committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  waited  on  the  duke,  to  give  him  also 
the  Thuuks  of  that  House. 

Thanks  of  the  Commons  to  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough.]  It  was  also  ununimnuslv  re-  ! 
solve  1 by  the  Commons  to  give  the  duke  of  i 
Marlborough  the  Thanks  of  the  House,  for  ihe  : 
eminent  services  he  had  performed  to  her 
Majesty  and  this  kingdom,  as  well  in  the  gio-  1 
fions  Victories  he  had  obtained  by  the  Arms 
of  her  Majesty  and  her  Allies  under  his  com- 
mand, as  for  his  prudent  negotiations  with  se- 
veral princes  and  states  ; and  having  appointed 
n committee  to  attend  his  grace  for  that  end, 
Mr.  Comptroller  reported  on  the  15th,  That 
they  had  congratulated  his  arrival,  as  they 
were  directed,  and  that  thereupon  his  grace 
was  pleased  to  say  to  this  effect : “ It  is  a 
great  satisfaction  to  me  to  find,  tliht  my  faith- 
ful endeavours  in  dbcliargiog  my  duty  to  the 
queen  and  to  the  public  are  so  favourably  ac- 
cepted. I beg  leave  to  take  this  opportunity  of 


doing  justice  to  a great  body  of  officers  and  sol- 
diers who  accompanied  me  in  this  expedition, 
and  all  behaved  themselves  with  the  greatest 
bravery  imaginable.  And  I am  sure  this  lio- 
nour  done  us  by  the  House  of  Commons,  in 
taking  so  much  notice  of  it,  will  give  a general 
satisfaction  and  encouragement  to  the  whole 
array.” 

On  the  16tb,  her  Majesty  was  pleased  to 
give  the  royal  assent  to  the  two  following  acts, 
viz.  An  uct  for  raising  monies  by  sale  of  several 
annuities  for  carrying  on  the  present  war : and 
an  act  for  continuing  the  duties  upou  malt, 
mum,  cyder,  and  perry,  for  one  year : and  abo 
to  five  private  bills. 

The  Queen's  Message  relating  to  the  Manor 
j of  Woodstock.]  Dec.  10.  Mr.  Chancellor  of 
i the  Exchequer  acquainted  the  House,  that  be 
i had  a Message  signed  by  her  Majesty : and  he 
! delivered  it  to  Mr.  Speaker,  w ho  read  the  same 
to  the  House,  and  was  as  foiloweth  : 

“ An  Nr.  R. 

“ Her  Majesty  having  taken  into  her  con- 
sideration the  Address  of  this  House,  relating 
to  the  great  services  performed  by  the  duke  of 
Mnrll>orough|  does  incline  to  grant  the  interest 
of  the  crown  in  the  honour  and  Manor  of 
; Woodstock,  and  hundred  of  Wootton,  to  him 
and  his  heirs  ; and  desires  the  assistance  of  this 
House  upon  this  extraordinary  occasion.—1 The 
lieutenancy  and  raugership  of  the  parks,  with 
the  rents  and  profits  of  the  manor  and  hun- 
dred, being  grained  for  two  lives,  her  Majesty 
thinks  it  proper  that  incumbrance  should  be 
cleared.” 

A Bill  ordered  in  thereon.']  Upon  which  the 
House  resolved,  “ That  a bill  be  brought  in  to 
enable  her  majesty,  to  grant  the  honour  and 
manor  of  Woodstock  and  hundred  of  Wootton, 
to  the  duke  of  Marlborough  and  his  heirs. 
And  it  was  further  resolved,  “ That  an  hum- 
ble Address  be  presented  to  her  Majesty,  that 
she  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  advance  the 
money  for  clearing  the  present  incumbrance 
upon  the  lieutenancy  and  rangership  of  the 
parks,  rents,  and  profits  of  the  honour  and 
manor  of  Woodstock  and  hundred  of  Wootton. 
in  order  to  the  present  settlement  thereof  upon 
the  duke  of  Marlborough  and  his  heirs.” 

PROCEEDINGS  in  the  CASE  of  the 
AYLESBURY  MEN.  • 

All  the  Proceedings  in  relation  to  the  Afei‘ 
bury- Men,  committed  by  the  Route 
Commons  : with  the  Report  of  the 
Journal , and  the  Reports  vf  the  GJS* 
ferences  and  of  the  Free  Conference. 

• Martis,  13  rtie  Martii,  1701.  OrHertd, 
“ That  all  the  Proceedings  in  relation  to 
Aylesbury- Men,  committed  by  this  House,  *tt 
| this  Report  of  the  Lords’  Journal,  and  Report*0 
| the  Conferences,  and  of  the  Free  Conference,  c 
I printed. — Ordered,  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  "P* 

| point  the  Printer  of  the  said  Proceeding*  R 
Report  s.** 
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November  91.  A complaint  being  made  to 
House  of  Commons  that  Robert  Mead,  an 
iitcroeT  at  law,  had  proceeded  in  the  Cause 
of  Ashby  and  White,  and  others,  (see  p.  295.) 
«oce  the  last  session  of  parliament,  and  taken 

“ Tbe  last  business  of  Lhis  session,  with  which 
this  ptriiamgnt  ended,  was  the  Case  of  the 
Ajksbory  men.  It  has  been  related,  what  pro- 
had  been  at  law  upon  the*  election  at 
Adrtburj.  The  Judgment  that  the  Lords  gave 
is  this  matter  was  executed,  and,  upon  that,  tive 
*tbers  of  the  inhabitants  brought  their  action 
sninst  die  constables,  for  refusing  their  votes.  ! 
The  House  of  Commons  looked  ou  this  ns  a } 
contempt  of  their  votes,  and  a breach  of  | 
privileges,  to  which  they  added  a new,  and 
oil  then,  unheard-of  crime,  that  it  was  contrary  j 
to '.he  declaration  they  hud  made.  At  the  same 
ha*  they  sent  their  message  for  these  live  men, 
{namdv,  John  Paty,  John  Oviat,  John  Paton,  | 
Henry  Passe, jind  Daniel  Horn)  and  com-  i 
Kited  them  to  Newgate,  where  they  lay  three 
nocths  prisoners.  They  were  all  the  while  well  , 
wp^htd.  and  much  visited,  and  therefore  re*- 
Duiutd  without  making  any  application  to  the 
Hosse  of  Commons.  It  was  not  thought  ad-  \ 
v^saide  to  more  in  such  a matter,  till  all  the  , 
bills  were  pa-»ed ; then  motions  were  ; 
Kde,  in  the  interval  between  the  terms,  upon  ! 
o*it»iute  ot  Habeas  Corpus,  but  that  statute  ! 
aiding  only  to  commitments  by  tbe  royal  au-  ! 
Booty,  this  did  not  lie  within  it. 

“When  the  term  came,  a motion  was  made  ] 
fc  the  Queen’s-bench  upon  the  common  law,  in  ; 
Wall  ot  the  prisonets  for  a Habeus  Corpus.  j 
Tie  lawyers,  who  moved  it,  produced  the  com-  j 
Ktoent  in  which  their  offence  was  set  forth,  j 
they  had  claimed  the  benefit  of  the  law,  in  ! 
optk);»u«>a  to  a vote  of  the  House  of  Commons  i 
to  the  contrary.  They  said,  the  subjects  were  ; 
t/n-acd  by  the  laws,  which  they  ought  and 
*«t  bound  to  know,  and  not  by  votes  of  a 
Boose  of  Parliament,  which  they  were  neither 
towd  to  know  nor  to  obey.  Three  of  the 
pdfes  were  of  opinion,  that  the  court  could 
oo  cognizance  of  the  matter,  and  that  the 
p^iiers  ought  to  be  remanded  ; but  tlie  chief 
teHice  Unit  was  of  another  mind.  He  thought 
*gtfieral  warrant  of  commitment  tor  breach  of 
pnulege,  was  of  the  nature  oi*  an  execution  ; 
Bd.noce  the  ground  of  commitment  was  spe- 
iii  the  warrant,  he  thought  it  plainly  ap- 
that  the  prisoners  had  been  guilty  of  no 
,;®nice,  and  that  therefore  they  ought  to  be  dis- 
dwged.  Though  Holt’s  judgment  seemed  clear 
*** solid,  ytt,  as  he  was  but  one  against  three, 
majority  prevailed,  and  the  prisoners  were 
rt-ocded  to  Newgate. 

“ hpoo  this  Paty  and  Oviat,  two  of  the  pri- 
moved  for  a Writ  of  Error,  to  bring  the 
*****  befere  the  Lords.  This  Writ  was  only 
l>  be  obtained,  by  petitioning  the  queen,  that 
ludgment  of  the  court  of  the  Queen's-bench 
’^be  brought  before  her  majesty  in  parlia- 
*m.  The  Commons  were  alarmed  at  these 
KUyns,  and  resolred  upon  an  Address  to  the 


the  defendants  in  execution,  in  breach  of  the 
privilege  of  this  House : 

Ordered,  'That  the  matter  of  the  said  Com- 
plaint be  heard  at  the  bar  of  this  House  upon 
Thursday  morning  next.  Ordered,  That  the 

queen,  ( setting  forth  the  undoubted  right  and 
( privilege  of  the  Commons  of  England  in  par- 

* liainent  assembled,  to  commit,  for  breach  of 
4 privilege ; and  that  the  commitments  of  this 

* House  are  not  examinable  in  any  other  court 
4 whatsoever;  and  that  no  such  Writ  of  Error 
4 was  ever  brought,  nor  doth  any  Writ  of  Error 
4 lie  in  this  case:  and  that  as  this  House  had 
4 expressed  their  duty  to  her  majesty,  in  giving 
4 dispatch  to  all  the  supplies;  so  they  had  an 
4 entire  confidence  iu  tier  majesty’s  goodness 
4 and  justice,  that  she  would  not  give  leave  for 
4 the  bringing  any  Writ  of  Error  in  this  case ; 

4 which  would  tend  to  the  ovei throwing  the  un- 
4 doubted  rights  and  privileges  of  the  Commons 
4 of  England/ 

44  Ten  judges  (two  only  being  of  another 
inind)  agreed,  that,  in  civil  mutters,  a petition 
for  a Writ  of  Error  was  a petition  of  right  and 
not  of  grace.  It  was  therefore  thought  a very 
strange  thing,  which  might  have  most  pernicious 
consequences,  for  a House  of  Commons  to  de- 
sire the  queen,  not  to  grant  a petition  of  right, 
which  was  plainly  a breach  of  law,  and  of  her 
coronation  oath.  It  was  no  less  strange  for 
them  to  take  upon  them  to  affirm,  that  the  writ 
did  not  lie,  when  that  was  clearly  the  work  of 
the  judicature  to  declare,  whether  it  lay  or  not, 
w hich  was  unquestionably  the  right  of  the  Lords, 
who  only  could  determine  that.  Besides,  their 
having  supplied  the  public  occasion,  was  a 
strange  consideration  to  he  offered  to  the  queen, 
as  ail  argument  to  persuade  her  to  act  against 
law,  as  if  they  had  pretender!,  that  they  had 
bribed  her  to  infringe  the  law,  and  to  deny  jus- 
tice ; since  money,  given  for  public  service,  was 
given  to  the  country  and  to  themselves,  as  pro- 
perly us  to  the  queen.  Her  answer  to  this  Ad- 
dress was  to  this  effect : 4 That  she  was  much 
4 troubled  to  find  the  House  of  Commons  of 
4 opinion,  that  her  grunting  the  Writs  of  Error, 
4 mentioned  in  their  Address,  was  against  their 
4 privileges,  of  which  she  would  always,  be  as 
4 tender,  as  of  her  own  prerogative:  and  there- 
4 fore  they  might  depend,  she  would  not  do  any 
4 thing  to  give  them  any  just  occasion  of  com- 
4 plaint.  But  this  matter,  relating  to  the  course 
' of  judicial  proceedings,  being  of  the  highest 
4 importance,  she  thought  it  necessary  to  weigh 
4 and  consider  very  care  fully,  what  might  be 
4 proper  for  her  to  do,  in  a thing  of  so  great 
4 concern.’  This  answer  was  thought  so  cold, 
that  no  thanks  were  returned  for  it;  though  a 
well  composed  House  of  Commons  would  cer- 
tainly have  thanked  her  for  that  tender  regard 
to  law  and  justice.  The  same  day  the  answer 
was  reported  by  Mr.  Secretary  Hedges,  the 
Commons  proceeded  to  carry  their  resentments 
to  greater  extremities,  and  having  continued 
sitting  till  the  evening,  voted, 4 That  Mr.  Fran* 
4 cis  Page,  Mr.  James  Montague,  Mr,  Nicholas 
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said  Robert  Mead  do  attend  this  House  upon 
Thursday  morning  next. 

Nov.  34.  The  order  of  the  day  being  read 
for  the  hearing  the  matter  of  the  complaint 

€ Lech  mere,  and  Mr.  Alexander  Denton,  in 

* pleading  upon  the  return  of  the  Habeas 
4 Corpus,  on  behalf  of  the  five  prisoners  com- 

* roitted  by  this  House,  were  guilty  of  a breach 
4 of  privilege  ;*  and  ordered  them  to  be  taken 
into  custody.  As  they  were  apprehensive  lest 
the  queen  should  grant  Writs  of  Error,  whereby 
the  five  Aylesbury  tuen  might  be  discharged 
from  their  imprisonment,  they  also  ordered  them 
to  be  removed  from  Newgate,  and  taken  into 
the  custody  of  their  serjeant  at  arms ; which 
order  was  executed  at  midnight,  with  such  cir- 
cumstances of  severity  and  terror,  as  have  been 
seldom  exercised  towards  the  greatest  offenders. 
These  were  such  strange  and  unheard-of  pro- 
ceedings, that  by  them  tlie  minds  of  all  people 
were  much  alienated  from  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. But  the  prisoners  were  under  such  ma- 
nagement, and  so  well  supported,  that  they 
would  not  submit,  nor  ask  pardon  ot  the  House. 
It  was  generally  believed,  that  they  were  sup- 
plied and  managed  by  the  lord  Wharton.  They 
petitioned  the  House  of  Lords  for  relief,  who 
resolved  to  proceed  in  the  matter  by  sure  and 
regular  steps.  They  first  came  to  the  following 
general  resolutions : ‘ 1.  That  neither  house  of 

* parliament  has  any  power,  by  any  vote  or  de- 
4 duration,  to  create  to  themselves  any  new 
4 privilege,  that  is  not  warranted  by  the  known 
1 laws  and  customs  of  parliament.  2.  That 

* every  freeman  of  England,  who  apprehends 
4 himself  to  be  injured,  has  a right  to  seek  re- 
4 dress  by  action  at  law ; and  that  the  com- 
4 mencing  and  prosecuting  an  action  at  com- 
4 xnon  law  against  any  person  (not  entitled  to 

* privilege  of  parliament)  is  no  breach  of  the  pri- 
4 vilege  of  parliament.  3.  That  the  House  of 
4 Commons,  in  committing  to  Newgate,  Daniel 
4 Home,  Henry  Bass,  John  Paton,  junior, 
4 John  Paty,  and  John  Ovist,  for  com- 
4 mencing  and  prosecuting  an  action  at  thecom- 
4 man  law,  against  the  constables  of  Aylesbury, 

4 for  not  allowing  their  votes  in  election  of  mem- 
4 bers  to  serve  in  parliament,  upon  pretence, 

4 that  their  so  doing  was  contrary  to  a declaration, 

4 a contempt  of  the  jurisdiction,  and  a breach  of 
4 the  privilege  of  that  House,  have  assumed  to 
4 themselves  alone  a legislative  authority,  by 
4 pretending  to  attribute  the  force  of  a law  to 
4 their  declaration  ; have  claim^l  a jurisdiction 
4 not  warranted  by  the  constitution,  and  have 
4 assumed  a new  privilege,  to  which  they  can 
4 have  no  title  by  the  laws  and  customs  of  par- 
4 1 lament,  and  have  thereby,  ns  far  as  in  them 
4 lies,  subjected  die  rights  of  Englishmen,  and 

4 the  freedom  of  their  persons  to  the  arbitrary 
4 votes  of  the  House  of  Commons.  4.  That 
4 every  Englishman,  who  is  imprisoned  by  any 
4 authority  whatsoever,  has  an  undoubted  right, 

4 by  his  agents  or  friends,  to  apply  for  and  ob- 
4 tain  a writ  of  Habeas  Corpus,  m order  to  pro- 
4 cure  his  liberty  by  due  course  of  law.  6.  That 


against  Robert  Mead,  an  attorney  at  law,  for 
having  proceeded  in  the  Cause  of  Ashby  aad 
White,  and  others,  since  the  last  session  of  par- 
liament, and  taken  the  defendants  in  execution, 

4 for  the  House  of  Commons  to  ceusure  and 
4 punish  any  person,  for  assisting  a prisoner  to 
4 procure  a writ  of  Habeas  Corpus,  or  by  vote. 
4 or  otlierwise,  to  deter  men  from  soliciting,  pro- 
4 seculing,  or  pleading  upon  such  writ  of  Habeas 
4 Corpus,  in  behalf  of  such  prisoner,  is  an  at* 
4 tempt  of  dangerous  consequence,  a breach  of 
4 the  many  good  statutes  provided  for  the  liberty 
4 ofthe  subject,  and  oi  pernicious  example,  bydt- 
* oying  the  necessary  assistance  to  the  prbuficr, 
4 upon  a commitment  ofthe  House  of  Common, 
4 which  has  ever  been  allowed  upon  all  commit- 
4 ments  by  any  authority  whatsoever.  And,  6. 
4 That  a writ  of  error  is  not  a writ  of  grace,  bat 
4 of  right,  and  ought  not  to  be  denied  to  the  sub- 
4 ject,  when  duly  applied  for  (though  at  the  rr- 
4 quest  of  either  house  of  parliament)  the  druid 
4 thereof  being  an  obstruction  of  justice,  an- 
4 trary  to  Magna  Charta.’ 

44  These  Resolutions  being  delivered  to  the 
Commons  at  a Conference,  they  took  time  to 
consider  of  them  till  the  7 th  of  March,  upon 
which  day,  at  their  desire,  a second  Confertuct 
was  held,  wherein  the  Commons  delivered  » 
long  answer,  in  which  they  set  forth,  that  the 
right  of  determining  elections  was  lodged  only 
with  them;  and  that  therefore  they  only  could 
judge  who  had  a right  to  elect:  that  they  only 
were  judges  of  their  own  privileges,  and  that 
the  Lords  could  not  intermeddle  in  them.  They 
quoted  very  copiously  the  proceeding  in  tbr 
year  1675,  upon  uu  appeal  brought  against  a 
member  of  their  House  ; and  urged,  that  their 
prisoneis- ought  only  to  apply  to  them  for  their 
liberty ; and  that  no  motion  had  ever  beer 
made  for  a Writ  of  Error  in  such  a case. 

44  The  Lords,  upon  this,  desired  a Free  Con- 
ference, which  was  held  with  the  Commons  on 
the  9th  of  March ; but  that  it  ended  without 
success,  was  not  surprising,  considering  the 
temper,  with  which  the  Commons  came  to  it, 
and  which  appeared  from  the  votes  they  made 
the  day  before,  after  they  had  agreed  to  tl* 
Free  Conference.  For,  upon  information,  that 
their  serjeant  at  arms  bad  been  served  with 
two  writs  of  Habeas  Corpds,  returnable  before 
the  Lord  Keeper,  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Montague 
and  Mr.  Denton,  two  of  the  gentlemen,  who 
had  been  of  counsel  for  the  five  prisoners,  they 
came  to  these  resolutions, 4 That  no  commoner 
4 of  England,  committed  by  the  House  of  Co©- 
4 mons  for  breach  of  privilege,  or  contempt  of 
4 that  House,  ought  to  be  by  any  writ  of  Habeas 
4 Corpus  made  to  appear  in  any  other  place,  or 
4 before  any  other  judicature,  during  that  session 
4 of  parliament,  wherein  such  person  was  so  com- 
4 mitted.  That  the  serjeant  at  amis  atteodins 
4 that  House  do  make  no  return,  nor  yield  ary 
4 obedience  to  the  said  writs  of  Habeas  Corpus ; 

4 and,  for  such  his  refusal,  that  he  have  the  pro- 
4 tection  of  the  House  of  Commons.  And  that 
4 the  Lord-keeper  be  acquainted  with  the  »>d 
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a brctcii  of  the  privilege  of  this  House  : Or- 
ared,  That  the  bearings  the  said  complain i be 
(djourned  until  Tuesday  seveunight.  That 
tu  laid  Robert  Mead  do  attend  tins  house 
ap-a  Tuesday  sevennight. 

A further  Complaint  being  made  to  the 
llwue,  That  since  the  Resolutions  of  lhift 

' Ptfsclotions,  to  the  end  that  the  said  writs  of 
' Hataa  Corpus  might  be  superseded,  as  con- 
‘i nrj  to  law,  and  the  privilege  of  the  House.' 
Fue  days  after,  the  Commons  ordered  the  Uc- 
port  of  the  Free  Conference,  which  was  made 
by  Mr.  Bromley,  to  be  entered  upon  their  Jour- 
nals; and  resolved,  * That  the  proceedings  of 
‘ tte  House,  m relation  to,  the  Aylesbury  men 
' commuied  by  the  House  for  breach  of  privilege, 

* ud  the  other  proceedings  of  that  House  in  that 
‘ saner,  were  in  maintenance  of  the  ancient 
'and  undoubted  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
‘(cannons  of  England  and  they  ordered  all 
the  Proceedings  in  relation  to  the  Aylesbury 
nen.  the  Report  of  the  Lords' Journals,  and  the 
Bepurt of  the  Conferences,  and  of  the  Free  Con- 
ference, to  he  primed.  The  next  day,  the  I 
bnisaiteoded  the  queen  witii  a full  Represen- 
Wjod  of  the  whole  thing,  wherein  having  re- 
tted the  matter  of  fact  relating  to  this  alfair, 
4»j  laid  before  her,  ‘ That  the  proceedings  of 
‘fee  House  of  Commons  against  the  Aylesbury 
fit;eo  were  wholly  new  and  unprecedented. 
‘Ihttu  isthe  birth-right  ofevery  Englishman, 
••bo  apprehends  himself  to  be  injured,  to  seek 
'hr  redress  in  her  majesty’s  courts  of  justice. 
*T»t  if  there  be  any  power,  that  can  controul 
'lbs right,  and  can  prescribe  when  he  shaU,  and 
‘■fern  be  tball  not,  be  allowed  the  benefit  of 
‘tbetavs,  lie  ceases  to  be  a freeman,  and  his 
‘liberty  and  property  are  precarious.  That  the 
‘cv*i«  lay*  claim  to  no  such  power,  and  their 
‘ U.ta.i;&were  sure  the  law  has  trusted  no  such 
' authority  with  any  subjects  whatsoever.*  They 
•ltd,  that  in  former  times  the  opinion  of  the 
***  ot  Commons  was  very  different  from 
•few  it  was  at  present,  of  which  their  lordships 
several  instances;  and  they  concluded 
vihaahumMe  request, € That  no  importunity  of 
‘to  House  of  Commons,  or  any  other  conside- 
‘ruioo  whatsoever,  might  prevail  with  her  nm- 
'j®*)'  to  suffer  a stop  to  be  put  to  the  known 
‘count  of  justice,  but  that  she  would  be  pieused 
’to  live  eSecual  orders  for  the  immediate  is- 
'iiiuigol  ihe  Writs  of  Error.’ 

“This  Representation  was  thought  so  well 
*•••*  that  some  prefered  it  to  those  of  the 
tanner  sessions  ; it  contained  a long  and  clear 
faction  of  the  whole  atfair  with  great  de- 
c®cy  of  style,  but  with  many  heavy  reflections 
'be  House  of  Commons. 
u By  this  time  the  whole  business  of  the  session 
r*  brought  tu  a conclusion ; for  the  Lords, 
bid  the  money- bills,  would  not  pass  them 
^ this  was  ended.  The  queen,  in  answer  to 
^Representation,  told  them,  ‘That  she  should 
W granted  the  Writs  of  Error,  they  desired, 
btithat  finding  an  absolute  necessity  of  put- 
liiijio  iaunediate  c ad  to  this  session,  she  was 


House  the  last  session,  upon  the  Case  of 
Ashby  and 'White,  there  had  been  several  new 
actions  brought  by  John  Paty,  John  Oviat, 
John  Pnton,  junior,  and  Henry  Basse,  and  pro- 
secuted by. the  said  Robert  Mead,  against  th* 
constables  of  Aylesbury,  in  breach  of  the  pri- 
vilege of  this  House.  Ordered,  That  the  matter 
of  tlie  said  complaint  be  also  beard  at  the  bar 
of  this' House  upon  'Tuesday  seven  night.  That 
the  said  John  Paty,  John  Oviat,  John  Paton, 
jun.  and  Henry  Basse,  do  attend  this  House 
upon  Tuesday  seveunight.  That  copies  of  the 
original  Declarations  in  the  said  actions  be  laid 
before  this  House. 

Nov.  Q4.  Ordered,  That  Daniel  Horne,  a 
plaintiff  in  one  of  the  actions  brought  against 
the  constables  of  Aylesbury,  of  which  complaint 
was  made  to  the  House  yesterday,  do  attend 
this  House  upon  Tuesday  sevennight. 

Dec.  5.  The  orders  of  the  day  being  read 
for  the  hearing  the  matter  of  the  complaints  of 
several  breaches  of  privilege  committed  by 
Robert  Mead,  John  Paty,  John  Oviat,  John 
Paton,  jun.  Henry  Basse,  and  Daniel  Horn*,1 
and  for  their  attending  this  House:  The  Ser- 
jeant at  arms  was  called  upon,  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  what  had  been  done  for  the  summon- 
ing of  them ; and  he  acquainted  the  House, 
that  his  messenger  had  been  at  Aylesbury,  and 
left  a copy  ot  the  order  at  Mr.  Mead’s  house, 
and  at  his  chamber  in  Thavies-Inn,  but  that  ha 
does  not  attend  ; but  that  all  the  other  persona 
had  been  summoned,  and  do  attend. 

And  thereupon,  Mr.  Arthur  Crabb  was  cal- 
led fur,  and  brought  iu  with  the  mace  to  die  bar 
who  said  : That  he  was  attorney  for  die  lata 
constables  of  Aylesbury  in  five  several  actions, 
at  the  several  suits  of  John  Paty,  John  Oviat, 
John  Paton,  junior,  Henry  Basse,  and  Daniel 
Horne:  And  tjiat  he  did  serve  Mr.  Robert 
Mead,  the  Cth  of  xMarcli  last,  with  the  Resolu- 
tions of  this  House  of  the  last  session  of  parlia- 
ment, relating  to  the  Proceedings  in  the  causa 
of  Ashby  and  White  and  others,  by  giving  him 
a copy  thereof,  and  shewing  him  the  Resolutions 
signed  by  the  clerk  of  this  House:  And  that  lie 
afterwards,  via.  die  10th  of  June  last,  had  from 
Mr.  Mead  copies  of  five  Declarations  in  the 
said  actions,  viz.  one  from  Mr.  Mead  himself, 
and  the  other  four  left  at  bis  house,  which  Mr. 
Mead  afterwards  owned,  and  that  he  paid  Mr. 
Mead  for  them  all. 


* sensible  there  could  have  been  no  further  pro- 
4 ceedings  upon  that  matter.*  This  answer  being 
reported  to  the  House  of  Lords,  was  looked  on 
by  them  ns  a clear  decision  in  their  favour,  and 
therefore  they  ordered,  4 That  the  humblo 
‘ thanks  of  their  house  be  immediately  present- 

* ed  to  her  majesty,  for  her  most  gracious  an- 

* swer,  in  which  she  had  expressed  so  great* 
1 regard  to  the  judgment  of  their  bouse,  so  much 

* compassion  to  the  prisoners,  and  such  tender- 
1 ness  to  the  rights  of  the  subject.*  About  an 
hour  after  the  queen  came  to  the  House  of 
Lords,  and,  after  passing  the  bills,  ended  the 
session.”  Tindal. 
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Which  copies  of  Declarations  the  said  Mr.  ; 
Crabb  produced  to  the  House,  together  with 
notice  in  writing  from  the  said  Mr.  Mead,  the 
22d  of  July  Inst,  that  he  would  try  one  of  the 
•aid  actions,  but  not  the  other  four,  at  the  then 
next  assizes.  And  then  he  withdrew.  And  the  ] 
notice  was  read.  And  the  copy  of  the  decla- 
ration l>etwecn  Paty  and  White  & al’  was  also  | 
rend. 

And,  mulatit  mutandis , were  the  same  with 
the  former  Declarations  against  White  and 
others. 

Then  the  said  John  Paty,  John  Oviat,  John 
Paton,  jun.  Henry  Basse,  ami  Daniel  Home, 
were  severally  called  in  to  the  bar,  and  examin- 
ed, and  then  withdrew. 

Resolved,  u That  it  appears  to  this  House, 
That  John  Paty  of  Aylesbury  has  been  guilty 
of  commencing  and  prosecuting  an  action  at 
common  law  against  William  White,  and 
others,  late  constables  of  Aylesbury,  for  not  al- 
lowing his  Vote  in  the  election  of  members  to 
serve  in  parliament,  contrary  to  the  declara- 
tion, in  high  contempt  of  the  jurisdiction,  and 
in  breach  of  the  known  privileges  of  this  House. 

“ That  it  nppears  to  this  House,  That  John 
Oviat  of  Aylesbury  lias  been  guilty  of  com- 
mencing and  prosecuting  an  action  at  common 
law  against  the  late  constables  of  Aylesbury, 
lor  not  allowing  his  Vote  in  the  election  of 
members  to  serve  in  parliament,  contrary  to 
the  declaration,  in  high  contempt  of  the  juris- 
diction, and  in  breach  of  the  known  privileges  | 
of  this  House. 

“ That  it  appears  to  this  House,  That  John  I 
Paton,  jun.,  of  Aylesbury,  Ins  been  guilty  of 
commencing  and  prosecuting  an  action  at  com- 
mon law  against  the  late  constables  of  Ayles- 
bury, for  not  allowing  his  Vote  in  the  election  j 
uf  members  to  serve  in  parliament,  contrary  to 
the  declaration,  in  high  contempt  of  the  juris- 
diction, and  in  breach  of  the  known  privileges 
of  this  House.  | 

“ That  it  appears  to  this  House,  That  Henry  ! 
Basse  of  Aylesbury,  has  been  guilty  of  com-  \ 
nuncing  aud  prosecuting  nn  action  at  common  j 
law  against  the  late  constables  of  Aylesbury, 
for  not  allowing  his  Vote  in  the  election  of 
members  to  serve  in  parliament,  contrary  to 
the  declaration,  in  high  contempt  of  the  juris- 
diction, and  in  breach  of  the  known  privileges 
of  this  House. 

“ That  it  appears  to  this  House,  That  Da- 
niel Horne  of  Aylesbury,  has  been  guilty  of 
commencing  and  prosecuting  an  action  at  com- 
mon law  against  the  late  constables  of  Ayles-  ; 
bury,  for  nut  allowing  his  Vote  in  the  election  of  j 
members  to  serve  in  parliament,  contrary  to  j 
the  declaration,  in  high  contempt  of  the  juris- 
diction, and  in  breach  of  the  known  privileges 
of  this  House. 

M That  it  appears  to  this  House,  That  Robert  I 
Mead  has  been  guilty  of  soliciting  and  prose-  1 
cuting  (a*  attorney  at  law)  divers  actions  at  1 
common  law  against  William  White  and  Olliers, 
late  constables  of  Aylesbury,  for  not  allowing 
diver*  Votes  in  the  election  of  members  to  serve  \ 
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in  parliament,  contrary  to  the  declaration,  in 
high  contempt  of  the  jurisdiction,  and  in  breach 
of  the  privileges  of  tins  House. 

Ordered,  “ That  the  said  John  Paty,  John 
Oviat,  John  Paton,  jun.  Henry  Basse,  and 
Daniel  Horne,  be,  for  their  said  offence,  com- 
mitted prisoners  to  her  majesty’s  gaol  of  New- 
gate; and  that  Mr.  Speaker  do  issue  his  war- 
rants accordingly.” 

Ordered,  “ That  the  serjeant  at  arms  at- 
tending this  House  do  take  care  that  the  said 
warrants  be  executed.” 

Ordered,  “ That  the  said  Robert  Mead  be, 
for  his  said  offence,  taken  into  the  custody  of 
the  serjeant  at  arms  attending  this  House." 

Feb.  1,  1705.  Ordered,  “ That  the  keeper 
of  Newgate  do  to-morrow  morning  bring  to 
this  House  John  Paty,  John  Oviat,  John  Fa- 
ton,  jun.  Henry  Basse,  and  Daniel  Horne, 
committed  hy  this  House;  and  that  Mr. 
Speaker  do  issue  his  warrant  or  warrants  ac- 
cordingly.” 

Feb.  2.  The  House  being  informed,  That 
the  keeper  of  Newgate  attended,  according 
order,  with  John  Paty,  John  Oviat,  John  Pa- 
ton, jun.  Uenry  Basse,  and  Daniel  Horne, 
committed  by  this  House,  several  of  them  wert 
severally  called  in  and  examined,  and  then 
withdrew.  And  also  the  kepper  and  his  clerk, 
and  turnkey,  one  Edward  Hill,  were  called  in 
and  examined,  and  then  withdrew. 

Ordered,  “ That  the  said  John  Paty,  John 
Oviat,  John  Paton,  jun.  Henry  Basse,  and 
Daniel  Home,  be  remanded  prisoners  to  her 
majesty’s  prison  of  Newgate;  and  that  Mr. 
Speaker  do  issue  his  warrants  accordingly.” 

Feb.  24.  The  House  being  informed,  That 
there  have  been  endeavours  to  bring  a Writ  of 
Error  on  the  proceedings  in  the  court  of 
Queen’s- Bench,  upon  a Hnbeas-Corpus^ranted 
there  for  the  persons  committed  by  this  Hou* 
to  Newgate  for  breach  of  their  privilege,  and 
thereby  to  bring  the  commitments  of  this 
House  under  the  examination  of  the  House  of 
Peers : 

Resolved,  " That  an  humble  Address  he 
presented  to  her  majesty,  humbly  to  lay  before 
her  majesty  the  undoubted  right  and  privilege 
of  the  Commons  of  England,  in  parliament  as- 
sembled, to  commit  for  breach  of  privilege ; and 
that  the  commitments  of  this  House  arc  not 
examinable  in  any  other  court  whatsoever: 
And  that  no  such  Writ  of  Error  was  ever 
brought,  nor  doth  any  Writ  of  Error  lie  in  this 
case.  And  that  as  this  House  hath  expressed 
their  duty  to  her  majesty,  in  giving  dispatch  to 
all  the  suoplics,  so  they  have  an  entire  confi- 
dence in  her  majesty’s  goodness  and  justice, 
That  she  will  not  give  leave  for  the  brings* 
any  Writ  of  Error  in  this  case  ; which  will  tend 
to  the  overthrowing  the  undoubted  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  Commons  of  England." 

Ordered,  “ That  the  said  Address  be  present- 
ed to  her  majesty  by  such  members  of  tins 
House  as  are  of  her  majesty's  most  honourable 
privv  council.” 

Resolved,  “ That  whoever  has  abetted..  pr»* 
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rooted,  countenanced,  or  assisted  the  protecu- 
Uob  of  the  several  Writs  of  Habeas  Corpus, 
brought  tor  the  prisoners  committed  by  this 
House,  and  since  their  being  remanded  have 
endeavoured  the  procuring  Writs  of  Error,  ore 
guilty  of  conspiring  to  moke  a difference  be- 
t««n  the  Lords  and  Commons  in  parliament 
-'tabled,  are  disturbers  of  the  peace  of  the 
kingdom,  and  have  endeavoured,  as  far  ns 
in  litem  lay,  to  overthrow  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  the  Commonsof  England  in  parliament 
usembied .” 

Ordered,  “That  a committee  be  appointed 
toeiamiue  what  persons  have  been  concerned 
in  soliciting,  prosecuting,  or  pleading,  upon  the 
Writs  of  Habeas  Corpus,  or  Writs  of  Error,  on 
the  behalf  of  the  persons  committed  to  Newgate 
fur  breach  of  the  privilege  of  this  House:  or 
■hit  other  persons  have  promoted  or  abetted 
the  same.”  And  a committee  svas  accordingly 
sppoioted. 

feb.  26.  Mr.  Secretary  Hedges  acquainted 
da-  House  that  their  Address  of  Saturday  Inst, 
in  relation  to  the  Writs  of  Error  therein  men- 
tioned, having  been  presented  to  her  majesty, 
•wording  to  the  Order,  her  majesty  was  pleased 
to  give  this  gracious  Anssver : 

“ Her  majesty  is  much  troubled  to  find  the 
House  of  Commons  of  opinion  that  her  granting 
the  Writs  of  Error  mentioned  in  their  Address, 
is  against  their  privileges  s of  which  her  ma- 
jesty will  always  be  as  tender  ns  of  her  own  pre- 
rogative; and  therefore  the  House  of  Com- 
mons may  depend,  her  majesty  will  not  do  any 
thing  to  give  t hem  any  just  occasion  of  com- 
plaint ; but  this  matter,  relating  to  the  course 
of  judicial  proceedings,  being  of  the  highest 
importance,  her  majesty  thinks  it  necessary,  to 
veigband  consider  very  carefully  what  may  be 
proper  for  her  to  do,  in  a thing  of  so  great  a 
concern.” 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will  take  her  ma- 
jesty's gracious  Answer  into  consideration  to- 
morrow morning. 

The  earl  of  Dysert  reported,  from  the  Com- 
miuee  appointed  to  examine  what  persnns  have 
i*en  concerned  in  soliciting,  prosecuting,  or 
pleading  upon  the  Writs  of  Habeas  Corpus,  or 
Wnis  of  Error,  on  the  behalf  of  the  persnns 
committed  to  Newgate  tor  breach  of  the  privi- 
leges of  this  Hduse,  or  what  other  persons  hare 
promoted  or  abetted  the  same,  the  matter  as  it 
tppesred  to  them;  which  they  had  directed 
hm  to  report  to  the  House,  which  he  read  in 
ku  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the 
clerk’s  table,  where  the  same  was  read  : Upon 
■inch  it  was  ordered  that  all  the  said  persons 
*>  concerned  should  be  taken  in  custody  for 
breach  of  privilege. 

And  though  the  Commons  had  resolved  be- 
fore to  take  her  majesty’s  Answer  into  consi- 
deration, yet  being  apprehensive  lest  her  ma- 
inly should  grant  the  Writs  of  Error,  whereby 
die  fire  Aylesbury-men  might  be  discharged 
from  their  imprisonment,  they  ordered  them  to 
be  removed  from  Newgate,  and  taken  into  the 
•oitody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms  ; which  Order 
v#l»  VP. 


was  executed  nt  midnight,  with  such  circum- 
stances of  severity  and  terror,  as  have  been 
seldom  exercised  towards  the  greatest  of- 
fenders *. 

Feb.  23.  Mr.  Bromley  reported,  That  the 
members  appointed  to  search  the  Journals  of  the 
House  of  Lords,  what  proceedings  have  been 
in  that  House,  in  relation  to  the  five  Person* 
committed  to  Newgate  for  breach  of  the  privi- 
lege of  this  House;  had  searched  the  same  ac- 
cordingly, and  had  taken  thereout  what  they 
found  relating  to  the  same ; and  also  copies  of 
two  Petitions  of  the  said  persons  ; which  lie 
read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered 
in  nt  the  table,  where  the  same  were  read,  and 
are  as  follow,  viz. 

Feb.  26.  “ Upon  rending  the  Petition  of 
Daniel  Horne,  Henry  Basse,  and  John  Paton 
jun.  as  also  the  Petition  of  John  Paty,  and 
John  Oviat,  prisoners  in  Newgate,  in  relation 
to  some  proceedings  for  obtaining  the  Writa  of 
Error,  and  praying,  amongst  other  things,  the 
protection  of  this  House  for  their  counsel  and 
agents.  It  is  ordered  by  the  Lords  spiritual 
and  temporal  in  parliament  assembled,  That 
the  said  Petitions  shall  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion to-morrow  at  12  o’clock,  and  all  the  Lords 
summoned  to  attend ; as  also  the  judges  in 
town,  who  are  to  come  prepared  to  speak  to 
the  point,  whether  a Writ  of  Error  be  a Writ 
of  Kight  or  a Writ  of  Groce  ? And  that  the  Pe- 
titioners have  notice,  that  when  they  send  to 
this  House  the  names  of  their  counsel  and 
agents  they  desire  to  be  protected,  they  shall 
have  the  protection  of  this  House  for  them. 

“ In  pursuance  of  the  Order  of  this  day 
made,  Daniel  Horne,  Henry  Basse,  Johu 
Paton,  jun.  John  Paty,  and  John  Oviat,  prison- 
ers in  Newgate,  sent  the  names  of  their  Counsel 
and  Agents,  viz.  James  Montague,  esq,,  Ni- 
cholas Lechmere,  Alexander  Denton  and  Fran- 
cis Page,  Counsellors  at  Law.  William  Lee  and 
John  Harris,  Attorneys  at  Law.  Whereupon, 
it  is  ordered  by  the  Lords  spiritual  nnd  tem- 
poral in  parliament  assembled,  that  the  said  per- 
sons, shall,  and  they  have  hereby  the  protection 
and  privilege  of  this  House,  in  the  advising,  ap- 
plying for,  and  prosecuting  the  said  Writs  of 
Error;  and  that  all  keepers  of  prisons,  and 
jailors  and  all  seijeantsat  arms,  and  other  per- 
sons whatsoever,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  for, 
or  in  respect  of  any  of  the  cases  aforesaid, 
strictly  prohibited  from  arresting,  imprisoning, 
orotberwise  detaining  or  molesting,  or  charging 
the  said  persons,  or  any  or  either  of  them,  ns 
they  and  every  of  them  will  answer  the  con- 
trary to  this  House.” 

The  Serjeant  at  Arms  being  called  upon  to 
give  an  account  what  he  had  done  pursuant  to  ” 
the  Orders  of  the  House  on  Monday  last,  since 
the  account  he  gave  yesterday  : He  gave  the 
House  an  account  accordingly  : that  he  had 
found  Mr.  Denton  at  his  own  chamber,  and 
had  him  in  custody ; but  that  he  could  not  find 
the  other  peraou*. 

* 3 Annals  of  queen  Anne,  p.  8*. 

2 C 
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Conference  between  the  two  Houses .]  Feb.  26, 
pm.  A message  from  the  Lords,  by  Mr. 
justice  Tracy,  and  Mr.  baron  Smith:  “Mr. 

Speaker,  The  Lords  desire  a present  Conference 
with  this  House  in  the  Painted  Chamber,  about 
some  an  tient  fundamental  Liberties  of  the  king- 
dom.” 

Which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  managers  be- 
ing returned,  the  lord  marquis  of  Hartington  re- 
ported the  Conference,  and  that  it  vras  managed 
by  tfie  earl  of  Sunderland,  who  expressed  him- 
self as  follow eth  : 

44  That  the  Lords  have  desired  this  Confe- 
rence with  the  House  of  Commous,  in  order  to 
a good  correspondence  betw  een  the  two  houses, 
which  they  will  always  endeavour  to  preserve. 
When  either  House  of  parliament  have  appre- 
hended the  proceedings  of  the  other  to  be  liable 
to  exception,  the  ancient  parliamentary  method 
has  been  to  ask  a Conference;  it  being  ever 
supposed,  that  when  the  matters  are  fairly  laid 
open,  and  debated,  that  which  may  huve  been 
amiss  will  be  rectified,  or  eh>c  the  House  that 
made  the  objections  will  be  satisfied,  that  their 
complaint  was  not  well  grounded. 

“ bucli  hopes  as  these  liave  induced  the 
Lords  to  command  us  to  acquaint  you,  that, 
upon  the  consideration  of  the  Petition  of 
Daniel  Horne,  Henry  Basse,  and  John  Paton 
jun.,  and  also  of  the  Petition  of  John  Paty, 
and  John  Oviat,  complaining  to  the  House  of 
Lords,  that  they  have  been  prisoners  in  New- 
gate for  about  twelve  weeks,  upon  several 
warrants,  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  bearing  date  the  5th  of  Decem- 
ber last,  for  their  having  commenced  aud  pro- 
secuted actions  nt  common-law,  against  the 
lute  constables  of  Aylesbury,  for  not  allowing 
their  Votes,  at  an  election  of  members  to  serve 
in  parliament  ; which  actions,  they  allcdged, 
they  were  encouraged  to  bring,  by  reason  of  a 
Judgment  given  in  parliament  upon  a Writ  of 
Error,  brought  in  the  lust  session  by  one  Ashby 
against  White,  and  others  ; and  also  repre- 
senting by  the  same  Petitions,  what  had  been 
done  by  them  respectively  siuce  their  said  com- 
mitment, iu  order  to  obrniu  their  liberty,  and 
praying  the  consideration  of  the  House  of 
Peers  upon  the  whole  matter  ; and  also  upon 
consideration  of  a printed  Paper,  entitled,  4 The 

* Votes  of  the  House  of  Commous,'  signed 
with  the  Speaker's  name,  and  dated  the  2-lth  of 
this  instant  February  ; ibe  House  of  Lords 
fouud  themselves  obliged  to  pass  several  Reso- 
lutions, which  they  have  commanded  us  to 
communicate  to  you  at  this  Conference ; and 
are  as  follow  : 

4 1.  It  is  Resolved  by  the  Lords  spiritual 
4 and  temporal  in  parliament  assembled,  That 
1 neither  house  of  parliament  hath  any  power, 

* by  any  Vote,  or  Declaration,  to  create  to 
’ 4 themselves  any  new  privilege,  that  is  not  wnr- 

* ranted  by  the  kuowu  laws  and  customs  of 
( parliament. 

4 2.  That  every  freeman  of  England,  who 
4 apprehends  himself  to  be  injured,  has  a right 

* to  seek  redress  by  action  at  law  : and  that  the 


4 commencing  and  prosecuting  an  action  at 
4 common  law,  against  any  person  (not  eo- 
4 titled  to  privilege  of  parliament,)  is  no  breach 
4 of  the  privilege  of  parliament. 

4 3.  That  the  House  of  Commons,  in  com- 
4 mitting  to  Newgate,  Daniel  Horne,  Henry 
4 Basse,  and  Johu  Paton,  jun.  John  Paty  and 
4 John  Oviat,  for  commencing  and  prosecuting 
4 an  action  at  common-law,  against  the  late 
4 constables  of  Aylesbury,  for  not  allowing  their 
4 Votes  in  election  of  members  to  serve  in  par- 
4 liament,  upon  pretence  that  their  so  doing 
4 was  contrary  to  u declaration,  a contempt  of 
4 the  jurisdiction,  and  a breach  of  the  privilege  of 
4 that  House,  have  assumed  to  themselves  alone 
4 a legislate e power,  by  pretending  to  attribute 
4 the  force  of  a law  to  their  declaration,  have 
4 claimed  a jurisdiction,  not  warranted  by  the 
4 constitution,  and  have  assumed  a new  privi- 
4 lege,  to  which  they  can  shew  no  title  by  the 
4 law  and  custom  of  parliament  : and  hare 
4 thereby,  as  far  as  in  them  lies,  subjected  the 
4 Rights  of  Englishmen,  and  the  freedom  of 
4 their  persons,  to  the  arbitrary  Votes  of  the 
4 House  of  Commons. 

4 4.  That  every  Englishman,  who  is  iinpn- 
4 soned  by  any  authority  whatsoever,  has  an 
4 undoubted  right,  by  his  agents,  or  friends,  to 
4 apply  for,  and  obtain  a Writ  of  Habeas  Cor- 
4 pus,  in  order  to  procure  his  liberty  by  the  due 
4 course  of  law. 

4 5.  That  for  the  House  of  Commons  to 
4 censure,  or  punish  any  person  for  assisting 
4 a prisoner  to  procure  a Writ  of  Habeas  Cor- 
4 pus,  or  by  vote,  or  otherwise,  to  deter  men 
4 from  soliciting,  prosecuting,  and  pleading 
4 upon  such  Writ  of  Habeas  Corpus,  in  behalf 
4 of  sucii  prisoner,  is  an  attempt  of  dangerous 
4 consequence,  a breach  of  the  many  good  st*v 
4 tutes  provided  for  the  liberty  of  the  subject, 
4 and  of  pernicious  exam  pie,  by  denying  the  nc- 
4 cessnry  assistance  to  the  prisoner,  upon  a com- 
4 mitnient  of  the  House  of  Commons,  which 
4 has  ever  been  allowed  upon  all  commitments 
4 by  any  authority  whatsoever. 

4 0.  That  a Writ  of  Error  is  not  a Writ  of 
4 Grace,  but  of  Right,  and  ought  not  to  be  do 
4 nied  to  the  subject,  when  duly  applied  for, 

4 (though  at  the  request  of  either  House  o( 

* parliament,)  the  denial  thereof  being  an  ob- 
4 struction  of  justice,  contrary  to  Magna 
4 Chart*.’ 

44  In  these  Resolutions,  the  House  of  Lords 
have  expressed  that  regard  and  tenderness 
which  they  have  always  had,  and  will  ever  main- 
tain for  the  rights  of  the  people  of  England, and 
for  the  liberties  of  their  persons ; and  also  their 
zeal  against  all  innovations  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  known  course  of  law,  whereupon  thehappi* 
ness  of  our  constitution  depends  ; and  they 
hope  that,  upon  recollection,  the  House  <4 
Commons  will  be  of  the  same  opinion  in  all  the 
particulars  resolved  by  the  Lords,  and  «grc€ 
with  their  lordships  therein. ** 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Report  he  taken  into 
consideration  to-morrow  morning:  When  the 
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Managers  of  the  last  Conference  were  appoint- 
ed to  draw  up  a proper  Answer. 

March  6.  The  Serjeant  at  Arras  attending 
this  House,  acquainted  the  House,  that  a per- 
son had  this  morning  brought  him  a Writ  of 
Habeas  Corpus,  under  the  great  seal,  for  Mr. 
Motmtague  (in  his  custody  by  order  of  this 
House)  to  be  brought,  as  he  was  informed,  be- 
fore the  Lord  Keeper  of  the  great  seal  of  Eng- 
land: And  he  delivered  the  Writ,  under  seal,  in 
at  the  table.  And  it  appearing  by  the  label  to 
be  returnable  immediate,  but  not  before  wiiom 
he  was  to  be  brought,  nor  any  ofiicer's  name 
thereto,  the  Writ  was  opened  by  the  Clerk, 
and  read,  and  is  as  follow  eth  : 

* Anna  Dei  gratia  Ang’  Sco*  Franc’  ft  Tli- 
4 bern’  Regina,  Fidei  Defensor,  &c.  Sainueli 
‘Vowel  Ar’  serv’ ad  arma  attended’  Ilonorab* 
‘ Doin’  Cominun*  ejus  depurato  et  deputatis  <a 

* lutem.  Precipiinus  vohis  et  cuilibet  rest  rum 

* quod  corpus  Jacobi  Mountague  Ar*  nuper 
4 capt’  et  in  custbd’  vestra  vcl  aheujus  vcl  uuius 
4 v&struin  ut  dicitur  detent*  sub  salvo  et  secure 
4 conduct’  una  cum  die  et  causa  caption  is  et  de- 
4 tentionis  pred’  Jacobi  Mountague  quocunque 
4 nomine  idem  Jacob’  Mountague  censeatur  in 
1 eadem  habeatis  seu  aliquis  vcl  unus  vestrum 
4 habeat  cor’  predilecto  et  fidei’  nostro  prehono- 
‘ rah*  Nathan  Wright  Mil*  Doin’  custod’  Mag* 
4 SigiTnostri  Angl’  a pud  I )om’ Mansion al’  sunm 
1 in  parochia  sancti  Egidii  in  cainpi*,  in  com* 

‘ Mid’ immediuife  post  reception’  hujus  brevis 
‘ ad  faciend’  subjiciend*  ct  recipiend’  ca  omnia 
‘ ft  singula  quo  dictus  dominus  custos  Magni 
‘ Sigil’  nostri  Angl*  de  eo  ad  tunc  ibidem  cons’ 

1 in  hac  parte  et  habeatis  seu  alirjuis  vel  unus 
4 restrain  habeat  ibi  hoc  breve,  leste  meipsa 

* apud  Westm*  sexto  die  Martii  anno  regni 
1 nostri  tertio.’ 

The  Label. 

‘Samuel*  Powel  Ar’  servien*  ad  arma,  he. 

‘ H.  corp’  pro  Mountague  Ar’  It.  immediate.’ 
Endorsed.  4 Per  statutem  tricesitn*  prim’ 
4 Caroli  secundi  Regis.* 

4 N.  Weight,  C.  S.’ 

The  Serjeant  also  acquainted  the  House, 
that  be  heard  there  was  another  Habeas  Cor- 
pus granted  for  Mr.  Denton,  in  his  custody 
iiso. 

While  the  matter  (upon  occasion  of  the  said 
iwementioned  Writ)  was  debating,  the  Serjeant 
acquainted  the  House,  that  the  other  Writ  of 
Habeas  Corpus,  was  just  served  upon  his  de- 
pot;, who  had  Mr.  Denton  in  his  custody  : And 
htabo  delivered  the  same  in  at  the  Clerk’s  ta- 
ble, where  it  was  read,  and  was  the  same,  mu- 
tofu  mutandis , with  the  former. 

And  the  precedents  of  what  was  done  in  the 
rear  1075  were,  by  order,  rend  : And  several 

members  mentioned,  upon  their  memory,  what 
was  done  in  the  year  1680,  in  the  Case  of  one 
Mr.  Sheridan.* 

But  the  House  were  of  opinion,  that  any  per- 
**  committed  by  the  House  of  Commons  was 

• Set  vol,  4,  p.  1257. 


not  bailable,  within  the  act  of  Habeas  Corpus 
of  31  Car.  2,  but  caiue  not  then  to  any  resolu- 
tion. 

Reasons  of  the  Commons  to  he  offered  at  a 
second  Conference.]  The  same  day  Mr. 
Bromley  reported,  from  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  draw  up  what  is  proper  to  be  offered 
to  the  Lords  at  the  next  Conference,  that  they 
had  drawn  up  the  same  accordingly,  which  tliev 
had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  House  ; which 
he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered 
in  at  the  Clerk’s  table,  where  the  same  was 
read,  and,  with  some  amendments,  agreed 
unto  by  the  House  : And  the  same  is  us  follow^ 
viz. 

The  Commons  have  desired  this  Conference 
with  your  lordships,  in  order  to  preserve  that 
good  correspondence  between  the  two  Houses, 
which  the  House  of  Commons  shall  always  sin- 
cerely endeavour  to  maintain,  and  which  is  so 
particularly  necessary  at  this  time  of  comraou 
danger,  that  the  Commons  would  not  engage 
in  any  thing  that  look*  like  a dispute  with  your 
lordships,  were  it  not  for  the  necessity  of  vindi- 
cating, from  a manifest  invasion,  the  privileges 
of  all  the  Commons  of  England,  (with  which 
the  House  of  Commons  is  cm  rusted)  even  those 
privileges  which  are  essential  not  only  to  the 
well  being,  hut  to  the  very  being  of  an  House 
of  Commons,  and  the  preventing  of  the  ill  con- 
sequences of  those  misunderstandings,  which, 
if  they  are  not  speedily  removed,  must  other- 
wise interrupt  the  happy  conclusion  of  this  ses- 
sion, and  the  proceedings  of  all  future  parlia- 
ments. 

It  was  this  consideration  alone  has  so  long 
prevailed  with  the  House  of  Commons,  not  to 
insist  on  due  reparation  for  those  violent  and 
unparliamentary  attempts,  made  by  your  lord- 
ships  upon  their  rights  and  privileges,  at  the 
end  of  the  last  session  of  parliament,  but  to  ap- 
ply themselves  to  the  giving  the  speediest  dis- 
patch, to  those  supplies  which  her  majesty  so 
earnestly  recommended  from  the  throne,  which 
are  so  necessary  to  enable  her  majesty  to  pur- 
sue the  advantages  that  have  been  obtained 
against  the  common  enemy,  by  the  great  and 
glorious  success  of  her  majesty’s  arms:  And 

which  are  now  delayed  in  your  lordships* 
House,  in  so  unusual  a manner. 

The  Commons  do  agree  to  your  lordships, 
that  when  cither  House  of  Parliament  have  ap- 
prehended the  proceedings  of  the  other  to  be 
liable  to  exception,  the  ancient  parliamentary 
method  has  often  been  to  ask  a Conference; 
because  it  ought  to  he  supposed,  that  when  the 
matters  are  fairly  laid  open  and  debated,  that 
which  may  have  been  amiss  will  he  rectified,  or 
else  the  House  that  made  objections  will  be 
satisfied  that  their  complaint  was  not  well 
grounded.  But  your  lordships  seem  so  little  to 
desire  to  have  matters  fairly  laid  open  and  de- 
bated, that,  to  the  great  surprise  oi*  the  Com- 
mons, when  your  lordships  have  invited  them 
to  a Conference,  about  some  antient  fundamen- 
tal liberties  of  the  kingdom,  they  found  only 
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the  antient  and  fundamental  rights  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  their  proceedings, 
censured,  and  treated  in  a manner  uuknown  to 
farmer  parliaments ; and  that  your  lordships 
had  anticipated  all  debates,  by  delivering  posi- 
tive Resolutions;  nml  these  proceedings  of 
your  lordships,  grounded  only  upon  the  petitions 
of  criminals,  that  had  fallen  under  the  just  cen- 
sure and  displeasure  of  the  Commons,  and  upon 
a printed  paper,  which  w as  nut  regularly  before 
your  lordships. 

Though  this  manner  of  proceeding,  as  well 
ns  the  matters  of  your  lordships  Resolutions, 
might  have  justified  the  House  of  Commons  in 
refusing  to  continue  Conferences  with  your 
lordships,  as  their  predecessors  have  done  upon 
less  occasions  ; and  though  the  Commons  can- 
not submit  their  privileges  to  he  determined  or 
examined  by  your  lordships,  upon  any  pretence 
whatsoever ; yer,  that  nothing  may  be  wanting 
on  their  part  to  induce  your  lordships  to  retract 
these  Resolutions,  they  proceed  to  take  them 
into  their  consideration. 

Your  Lordships*  first  Resolution  is,  viz.  4 That 

4 neither  House  of  Parliament  hath  any 

‘ power,  by  any  Vote  or  Declaration,  to 

* create  to  themselves  any  new  Privilege  that 

* is  not  warranted  by  the  known  laws  and 

* customs  of  Parliament.’ 

As  the  Commons  have  guided  themselves  by 
this  rule,  in  asserting  their  privilege*,  so  they 
wish  your  lordships  had  observed  it  in  all  your 
proceedings.  This  had  entirely  taken  away  all 
colour  for  disputes  between  her  majesty’s  two 
Houses  of  Parliament,  and  many  just  occasions 
of  complaint  from  those  the  Commons  repre- 
sent. This  would  effectually  put  an  end  to 
that  encroachment  in  judicature,  so  lately  as- 
sumed by  your  lorddiips,  and  so  often  com* 
laiued  of  by  the  Commons ; we  mean  the 
earing  of  Appeals  from  Courts  of  Equity,  in 
your  lordships'  House.  This  would  have  hin- 
dered the  bringing  of  original  causes  before 
you r lordships,  and  your  unwarrantable  pr«>- 
ceedings  upon  * the  Petition  of  Thomas  lord 
Wharton,  complaining  of  an  Order  of  the 
Court  of  Exchequer,  bearing  date  the  15th  of 
July,  1701,  for  filing  the  record  of  a Survey  of 
the  honour  of  Richmond  and  lordship  of  Miri- 
dleham  in  the  county  of  York ; an  attempt 
which  (contrary  to  the  antient,  legal  judicature 
of  parliament  heretofore  exercised,  tor  the  re- 
lief of  t lie  subject  oppressed  by  the  power  of 
the  great  men  of  the  realm)  was,  in  favour  of 
one  of  your  own  body,  to  suppress  a public  re- 
cord, which  all  her  majesty's  subjects  had  an 
undoubted  right  to  make  use  of;  nil  attempt 
that  tends  to  render  all  fines  and  recoveries, 
and  other  records,  upon  which  estates  and  ti- 
tles depend,  precarious ; and  consequently 
subjects  the  rights  and  properties  of  all  the 
Commons  of  England,  to  an  illegal  and  arbi- 
trary power. 

A due  regard  to  the  same  rule,  would  have 
prevented  your  lordships  entertaining  the  Peti- 
tions mentioned  at  the  last  Conference,  which 


set  foith,  44  That  the  Lords  having  given  Judg- 
ment in  the  Case  of  Ashby  and  White,  vit. 
That,  hy  the  known  laws  of  this  kingdom,  every 
freeholder,  or  oilier  person,  having  a right  to 
give  his  vote  at  the  elections  of  members  to 
serve  in  parliament,  and  being  wilfully  denied 
or  hindered  so  to  do,  by  the  officer  who  ought 
to  receive  the  same,  may  maintain  an  action 
in  the  Queen's  courts,  against  such  officer,  to 
assert  his  right  and  recover  damages  for  the 
injury The  Petitioners  thereupon  brought 
the  like  actions  in  their  own  cases. 

Whereby  an  exti  aju.licial  Vote  of  your  lord- 
ships  is  stated  as  a Judgment  of  parliament, 
and  standing  law  in  that  case,  your  lordship* 
having  no  foundation  for  the  entertaining  such 
petitions,  unless,  that,  after  having  assumed  to 
yourselves  the  hearing  of  appeals  from  court* 
of  equity,  you  w ould  now  bring  appeals  to  your 
lordships  from  the  proceedings  of  the  Com- 
mons, who  are  not  accountable  to  your  lord- 
ships  for  them. 

Your  Lordships’  second  Kesolution  if,  4 That 
4 every  freeman  of  England,  who  apprehend* 
* himself  to  be  injured,  has  a right  to  seek  re- 
4 dress  by  action  at  law  ; And  that  thecom- 
4 niencingand  prosecuting  an  action  at  com- 
4 mon-law,  against  any  person  foot  entitled 
4 to  privilege  of  parliament)  is  no  breach  o! 
4 the  privilege  ot  parliament/ 

To  which  the  Commons  say  that  every 
freeman,  and  every  subject  of  England,  has* 
right  to  seek  redress  for  an  injury;  but  then 
such  person  must  apply  for  that  redress  to  the 
proper  Court,  which  hath,  by  ancient  law s and 
usage,  the  congnizancc  of  such  matters;  For, 
should  your  lordships’  Resolution  be  taken  a* 
an  univecsal  proposition,  all  distinction  of  llie 
several  courts,  viz.  common-law,  equity,  eccle- 
siastical, admiralty,  and  other  courts,  will  be 
destroyed;  and,  m this  confusion  of  jurisdic- 
tion, the  high  court  of  parliament  is  involved 
in  your  lordships  Resolution. 

However,  the  Coo»mons  conceive  it  no 
wonder  your  lordships  should  favour  the  uni- 
versal proposition  that  nil  rights  whatsoever  are 
to  be  redressed  by  actions  at  law,  when  your 
lordships  pretend  to  have  the  last  resort  in  cases 
of  judicature  by  Writs  of  Error;  so  that  your 
lordships  are,  in  this,  only  extending  your  own 
judicature  under  the  colour  of  a regard  nnd 
tenderness  for  the  rights  of  the  people  and 
liberties  of  their  persons. 

The  Commons  are  surprised  to  find  your  lord- 
ships  assert,  that  the  commencing  and  prose- 
cuting an  action  against  a person  not  entitled 
to  privilege  of  parliament,  is  no  breach  of  die 
privilege  of  parliament,  since  it  is  most  certain, 
that  to  commence  and  prosecute  an  action 
which  would  bring  any  matter  or  cause  solely 
cognizable  in  parliament,  to  the  examination 
and  determination  of  any  other  court,  is  more 
destructive  to  the  privileges  of  parliament, 
than  to  commence  and  prosecute  an  aciion 
against  a person  only  who  is  entitled  to  sue" 
privilege. 
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That  some  matters  mid  causes  are  solely  cog- 
l; table  in  parliament,  hath  ever  been  allowed 
by  tfie  s*ge  judges  of  law,  and  is  evident  from 
many  precedents;  and  to  bring  such  causes  to 
tl>e  determination  of  other  courts,  strikes  at  the 
tery  foundation  of  all  parliamentary  jurisdic- 
tion, » hich  is  the  only  basis  and  support,  even 
of  that  personal  privilege  to  which  the  members 
of  either  House  of  Parliament  are  entitled ; 
uui  consequently  to  commence  and  prosecute 
any  action,  whereby  to  draw  such  causes  to 
the  examination  of  any  other  courts,  is  equally 
a breach  of  the  privilege  of  parliament,  whe- 
ther the  defendant,  against  whom  such  action 
ii  brought,  is  entitled  to  the  privilege  of  parlia- 
n«cot,  or  not,  which,  besides  the  nature  and 
reason  of  the  thing,  is  fully  evident  from  the 
constant  usage  of  each  House  of  Parliament, 
la  committing  for  contempts  only  nguinst  their 
respective  bodies,  as  appears  from  many  pre- 
cedents upon  the  Journals  of  both  Houses. 

Yoor  Lordships'  third  Resolution  is  this,  viz. 

* That  the  House  of  Commons,  in  committing 
‘ io  Newgate,  Daniel  Ilorne,  llenry  Basse, 
‘ami  John  Pnton,  jun.  John  Paly,  uud  John 
4 Oviat,  for  commencing  and  prosecuting  an 
4 action  at  common-law  against  the  con- 
4 stables  of  Aylesbury,  for  not  allowing  their 

* rotes  in  election  of  members  to  serve  in 
4 parliament,  upon  pretence,  that  their  so 
( do  ng  was  contrary  to  a declaration,  a con- 
tempt of  the  jurisdiction,  and  a breach  of 

* the  privilege  of  that  House,  have  assumed  to 
1 themselves  alone  a legislative  authority,  by 

* pretending  In  attribute  the  force  of  a law  to 
4 their  declaration:  have  claimed  a jurisdio 
4 lion  not  warranted  by  the  constitution,  and 
4 have  assumed  n new  privilege  to  which 

* they  can  shew  no  title,  by  the  laws  and  cus- 

* toms  of  parliament ; and  have  thereby,  as 

* far  as  in  them  lies,  subjected  the  rights  of 
1 Englishmen,  and  the  freedom  of  their  per- 

* *"ds,  to  the  arbitrary  votes  of  the  House  of 

* Commons/ 

In  answer  to  which,  the  Commons  affirm, 
that  the  said  commitment  is  justified  by  ancient 
precedents,  and  by  the  usage  and  customs  of 
parliament  which  is  the  law  of  parliament,  and 
the  role  by  which  either  jiouse  ought  to  govern 
their  proceedings ; and  that  the  terms  of  as- 
suming to  themselves  alone  a legislative  autho- 
n'7,  ot  attributing  the  force  of  law  to  their  de- 
claration, of  claiming  a jurisdiction  not  war- 
ranted by  the  constitution,  of  assuming  a new 
privilege,  to  which  they  can  shew  no  title  by 
u*  an(*  cu5tolD  parliament,  and  of  ar- 
bitrary votes ; are  more  applicable  to  this  Re- 
flation of  your  lordships,  which  bath  no  one 
yrecedent  to  justify  it. 

According  to  the  known  laws  and  usage  of 
Parliament,  it  is  the  sole  right  of  the  Commons 
’**  England,  in  parliament  assembled,  (except 
m cas**  otherwise  provided  for  by  act  of  parlia- 
to  examine  and  determine  all  matters 
relating  to  the  right  of  election  of  their  own 
^ttnben. 


And,  according  to  the  known  laws  and  usage 
of  parliament,  neither  the  qualification  of  any 
elector,  nor  the  right  of  any  person  elected,  it 
cognizable,  or  determinable  elsewhere,  than 
before  the  Commons  of  England  in  parliament 
assembled,  excepting  such  cases  as  are  especi- 
ally provided  for  by  act  of  parliament. 

And  were  it  otherwise,  the  mayors,  bailiffs, 
and  other  officers,  who  are  obliged  to  take  the 
poll  at  elections,  and  make  a return  thereupon, 
would  be  exposed  to  multiplicity  of  actions, 
vexatious  suits,  and  unsupportable  expences  ; 
and  such  officers  would  be  subjected  to  dif- 
ferent independent  jurisdictions,  and  incon- 
sistent determinations,  in  the  same  case,  with- 
out relief. 

And  the  exercise  of  this  power  by  the  House 
of  Commons,  is  warranted  by  a long,  uncon- 
tested possession,  and  confirmed  by  the  act  that 
passed  7 & 0 Guil.  3,  cap.  7,  and  the  House  of 
Commons  must  be  owned  to  be  the  only  juris- 
diction that  can  allow  the  elector  his  rote  and 
settle  and  establish  the  right  of  it ; the  last  de- 
termination in  that  House  being,  by  the  act  of 
parliament,  declared  to  be  the  standing  rule 
for  the  right  of  election  in  each  respective  place. 
Nor  can  any  elector  sutler  either  injury,  or 
damage,  by  the  officers  denying  his  vote ; for 
when  the  elector  bath  named  the  person  ha 
would  have  to  represent  him,  his  vote  is  ef- 
fectually given,  both  as  to  his  own  right  and 
privilege,  and  as  it  avails  the  candidate  in  his 
election  ; and  is  ever  allowed,  when  it  comet 
in  question  in  the  House  of  Commons,  whether 
the  officer  had  any  regard  to  it  or  no. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  Parliament  held  28 
Eliz.  Mr.  Speaker  acquaints  the  House,  that 
he  had  received,  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  her 
majesty’s  pleasure  ; that  she  was  sorry  the 
House  was  troubled  with  the  matter  of  deter- 
mining the  chusing  and  returning  of  knights  for 
the  county  of  Norfolk  ; that  it  was  improper 
for  the  House  to  meddle  in  it,  which  was 
proper  for  the  Lord  Chancellor,  whence  the 
writs  issued  out,  and  whither  they  were  return- 
able : that  her  majesty  had  appointed  the 
Lord  Chancellor  to  confer  therein  with  the 
judges  ; and  upon  examining  the  snme,  to  set 
down  such  course  as  to  justice  and  right  should 
appertain. 

Nov.  9.  A committee  was  appointed  to 
examine  and  state  the  circumstances  of  the 
Return  of  the  knights  for  the  county  of  Nor- 
folk. And  on  the  Friday,  Nov.  11,  Mr.  Crom- 
well reports  the  Case  of  the  Norfolk  election 
very  largely,  in  which  Report  are  these  Reso- 
lutions. 1.  “ That  the  said  Writ  really  was 
executed.  2.  That  it  was  a pernicious  prece- 
dent that  a new  Writ  should  issue  without  the 
order  of  this  House.  3.  That  the  discussing, 
or  judging  of  this,  and  such  like  differences, 
only  belonged  to  the  said  House.  4.  That 
though  the  Lord  Chancellor  and  Judges  are 
competent  judges  in  their  courts,  they  are  not 
so  in  parliament.  5.  That  it  should  be  entered 
in  the  Journal-Book  of  the  House,  that  the 
first  election  is  good  ; and  that  the  knight* 
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then  chosen  were  received  and  allowed  as 
members  of  the  House ; not  out  of  any  respect 
the  House  had,  or  gave  to  the  Lord  Chancellor’s 
Judgment  therein  passed,  but  merely  by  reason 
of  the  Resolution  of  the  House  itself,  by  which 
'the  said  election  had  been  approved.  6.  That 
there  should  be  no  Message  sent  to  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  not  so  much  as  to  let  him  know 
what  was  done  therein,  because  it  was  dero- 

?atory  to  the  power  and  privilege  of  the  said 
louse. 

It  also  appears,  that  sir  Edmund  Ander- 
son, lord  chief  justice  of  the  common-pleas, 
was  acquainted,  that  the  explanation  and  or- 
dering of  the  cause  appertained  only  to  the 
censure  of  the  House  of  Commons,  not  the 
Lord  Chancellor  and  the  Judges ; and  that  they 
should  take  no  notice  of  their  having  done  any 
thing  in  it. 

Accordingly  Mr.  Funner  and  Mr.  Gresham 
were  received  into  the  House,  and  took  the 
oaths  ; being  admitted  only  upon  the  censure 
of  the  House,  not  us  allowed  by  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  or  the  Judges  ; and  so  ordered  to 
be  set  down  and  entered  by  the  clerk. 

And  this  right  of  the  Commons  to  deter- 
mine their  own  elections,  has  never  been  dis- 
puted since  the  Case  of  sir  Francis  Goodwin, 
1 Jac.  1,  (See  vol.  1,  p.  998.)  when  the  Lords 
would  have  enquired  into  the  proceedings  of 
the  House  of  Commons  upon  his  election  ; 
but  the  Commons  then  told  their  lordships,  it 
did  not  stand  with  the  honour  of  tlie  House  to 
give  account  to  their  lordships  of  any  of  tbeir 
proceedings  or  doings. 

And  in  the  reasons  of  tbeir  proceedings  in 
that  Case,  which  they  laid  by  Petition  before 
the  king,  among  other  things,  they  say,  They 
are  apart  of  the  body  to  make  new  laws;  yet, 
for  any  matter  or  privileges  of  their  House, 
they  are  and  ever  have  been  a court  of  them- 
selves, of  sufficient  power  to  discern  and  de- 
termine without  the  Lords,  as  the  Lords  have 
always  used  to  do  theirs  without  them. 

In  which  Reasons,  as  well  as  in  tbeir  Apo- 
logy afterwards  to  that  prince,  the  House  of 
Commons  did,  above  100  years  since,  so 
clearly,  and  with  so  much  strength  of  reason, 
assert  their  right  in  the  matter  of  the  election 
of  their  members.  The  Commons  think  it  their 
duty  to  resist  all  attempts  whatsoever  to  in- 
vade them. 

And  upon  this  occasion,  it  may  not  be  im- 
proper to  cite  the  opinion  the  House  of  Com- 
mons had  of  the  Judges  intermeddling  in 
matters  of  their  elections,  as  they  have  deli- 
vered it  in  the  aforesaid  Apology,  in  these 
words,  via. 

1 Neither  thought  we  that  the  Judges  Opi- 
4 uions,  (which  yet,  in  due  place,  we  greatly  re- 
4 verence,  being  delivered  with  the  common 
4 law,)  which  extend  only  to  inferior  and  stand- 
• ing  courts,  ought  to  bring  any  prejudice  to 
* this  high  court  of  parliament;  whose  power, 
4 being  above  the  law,  is  not  founded  on  the 
* common  laws,  but  they  have  their  rights  and 
‘ privileges  peculiar  to  themselves.* 


When  the  earl  of  Shaftsbury  was  LordChan- 
ceilor,  writs  were  issued,  during  a prorogation 
of  parliament,  for  electing  members  in  the 
room  of  those  that  were  dead  : the  king  him- 
self was  so  cautiobs,  as  to  the  regularity  of 
this  proceeding,  and  had  so  much  regard  to  the 
privileges  of  the  House  of  Commons,  that  at 
the  next  session  of  parliament,  Feb.  5,  1672, 
he  spoke  to  the  Commons,  from  the  throne, 
in  these  words  : 44  One  tiling  I forgot  to  men- 
tion, which  happened  during  this  prorogation  ; 
I did  give  orders  for  the  issuing  some  Writs, 
Cor  the  election  of  members  instead  of  these 
that  are  dead,  that  the  House  might  be  full  at 
their  meeting  : and  I am  mistaken,  if  this  he 
not  according  to  former  precedents.  Bat  1 
desire  you  will  not  fall  to  other  business  unui 
you  have  examined  that  particular  ; ami  1 
doubt  not  but  precedents  will  justify  what  w 
done  ; I am  as  careful  of  all  your  privileges  ti 
of  my  own  prerogative.’' 

Feb.  6,  1672.  The  House  of  Commom 
took  that  matter  into  consideration ; and 
several  precedents  being  cited,  and  the  matter 
at  large  debated,  and  the  general  sense  and 
opinion  of  the  House  being,  “ That,  during  the 
continuance  of  the  high  court  of  parliament, 
the  right  and  pow  er  of  issuing  writs  for  electing 
members  to  serve  in  this  House,  in  such  places 
as  are  vacant,  is  in  this  House,  who  arc  the 
proper  judges  also  of  elections,  and  returns  of 
their  members.”* 

Thereupon  it  was  resolved,  €i  That  all  elec- 
tions upon  the  writs  issued  since  the  last  session 
arc  toid,  and  that  Mr.  Speaker  do  issue  out 
his  warrant  to  the  clerk  of  the  crown,  to  make 
out  new  writs  for  those  places.’*  Which  was 
done  accordingly. 

No  other  court  than  the  House  of  Commons, 
hath  ever  had  the  determination  of  the  elec- 
tions, or  any  cognizance  of  such  causes,  except 
where  by  nets  of  parliament  directed  : and 
such  an  action  as  that  against  the  late  consta- 
bles of  Aylesbury,  to  bring  the  right  of  voting 
in  an  election,  in  question  in  the  courts  of  law, 
is  a new  invention  uever  heard  of  belbie ; 
which  (os  new  devices  in  the  law  are  generally 
attended  with  inconveniences  and  absurdities) 
was  plainly  to  subject  the  elections  of  all  il* 
members  of  the  House  of  Commons  to  the  de- 
termination of  other  courts. 

This  undoubted  privilege  and  jurisdiction, 
the  Commons  think  will  warrant  these  com- 
mitments, if  the  late  Declaration,  (which  » 
agreeable  to,  and  cannot  lessen  their  antient 
right,)  had  never  been  made. 

For  it  i9  the  antient  and  undoubted  right  of 
the  House  of  Commons  to  commit  for  breach 
of  privilege  : and  instances  of  their  committing 
persons,  not  members  of  the  House,  for  breach 
of  privilege,  and  that  to  any  of  her  majesty  * 
risons,  are  ancient,  so  many  and  so  well 
nown  to  your  lordships,  that  the  Common* 
think  it  needless  to  produce  them. 

And  it  being  the  privilege  of  the  House  cl 


See  vol.  4,  p.  507. 


19?]  PAUL.  HISTORY,  3 Anne,  17 

Commons,  to  have  the  sole  examination  and 
determination  of  alt  causes  relating  to  their 
flections,  ns  aforesaid  : It  follows,  that  any 
ittempt  to  draw  any  such  cases  to  the  deter- 
Bm»non  of  any  other  court,  is  a breach  of  the 
privilege  of  the  House  of  Commons  ; for  which 
the  person  offending  may  be  committed  by  the 
Commons.  . 

And  here  we  cannot  but  take  notice  of  tluit 
uatrasonablo,  as  well  as  unnatural  insinuation, 
ahfrtby  your  lordships  endeavour  to  separate 
lie  interest  of  the  people  from  their  represqn- 
utires  iu  parliament,  who  pretend  to  no  pri- 
lileges,  hut  upon  their  account,  and  for  their 
benefit;  and  are  sorry  to  say,  they  are  thus 
merely  reflected  on  by  your  lordships,  for  no 
other  reason,  but  for  their  interposing  to  pre- 
sent the  rights  of  the  people,  and  tlicir  liber- 
ties, from  your  lordships’  arbitrary  determi- 
MM, 

Yonr  Lordships’  fourth  Resolution  is,  * That 

* erery  Englishman,  who  is  imprisoned  by 
‘ any  authoritv  whatsoceer,  has  an  undoubted 
1 right,  by  his  agents,  or  friends,  to  apply 
•for,  and  obtain  n writ  of  Habeas  Corpus, 

• m order  to  procure  his  liberty  by  due 
1 course  of  law.’ 

The  Commons  do  not  deny  that  every  Eng- 
lishman, who  is  imprisoned,  by  any  authority 
•lotsoever,  has  an  undoubted  right  to  apply 
In  ins  agents,  or  friends,  in.  order  to  procure 
U liberty  by  due  course  of  law,  provided 
web  application  be  made  to  the  proper  place, 
audio  a proper  manner  ; as,  upon  the  com- 
mk  meats  of  the  House  ot  Commons,  (which 
tfvaepmej  are  not,  as  other  commitments,  in 
order  to  bring  to  trial ; but  are,  in  cases  of 
Lreach  of  privilege  and  contempt,  the  proper 
fansbment  of  the  House  of  Commons.)  the 
application  ought  to  be  to  that  House. 

The  Commons  are  so  willing  to  allow  and 
encourage  every  Englishman  to  apply,  by  his 
friends,  or  agents,  to  obtain  a Writ  of  Habeas 
Corpus, in  order  to  procure  his  liberty  by  due 
(cane  of  law,  that  they  have  uot  censured 
toy  person  merely  for  applying  for  such  W nt 
«f  Habeas  Corpus,  even  in  cases  where  by  due 
ptoews  of  law  the  prisoners  cannot  be  dis- 
charged. For  the  Commons  must  observe, 
tint,  in  many  cases  a prisoner  cannot,  upon  a 
Writ  of  Habeas  Corpus,  obtain  bis.  liberty  ; 
is  iq  cases  of  commitment  in  execution,  or  for 
Couiempt  to  any  Court  of  record,  or  by  virtue 
it  mesne  process,  or  the  like : and  in  the  act 
of  Habeas  Corpus,  sevtral  coses  are  expressly 
excepted;  and  that  no  person,  committed  for 
an;  contempt,  or  breach  of  the  privilege,  by 
the  House  of  Commons,  con 'he  discharged 
upon  a Writ  of  Habeas  Corpus,  or  by  any 
other  authority,  than  that  of  the  House, 
during  that  session  of  parliament,  is  plain  Irotn 
die  following  precedents. 

“ May  23,  1 Jac.  1.  Ordered,  Jones  the 
prisoner  to  be  sent  for  hither,  and  to  attend 
ha  dwelt  urge  from  tlte  House.” 

That  the  prisoner  committed  by  us,  cannot 
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be  taken  from  us,  and  committed  by  any 
other. 

In  May  1675,  the  House  ofCommons  haying 
resolved,'  That  there  lay  no  nppeul  to  dm 
judicature  of  the  Lords,  from  courts  of  equity  j 
uud  that  no  member  of  the  House  should  pro- 
secute any  appeal  from  any  court  of  equity, 
before  the  House  of  Lords ; serjeant  Pember- 
ton, serjeant  Peck,  sir  John  Churchill,  and 
Charles  Porter,  esq.  were  committed  to  the 
custody  of  the  serjeant  of  the  House,  for  a 
Breach  of  privilege,  in  having  been  of  counsel 
nt  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords,  in  the 
prosecution  of  a cause  depending  upon  an 
appeal,  wherein  Mr.  Dalmahny,  a member  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  was  concerned. 

But  the  serjeant  having  been  by  force  pre- 
vented from  keeping  them  in  custody,  the 
Cotuinous  did,  the  4lh  of  June  1675,  acquaint 
the  I .orris,  at  a Conference,  as  followcth,  via — 

“ We  are  further  commanded  to  acquaint  yon, 
tliat  the  enlargement  of  the  persons  imprisoned 
by  order  of  tho  House  of  Commons,  by  the 
gentleman  usher  of  the  black-rod  ; and  the 
prohibition  with  threats,  to  all  othcers,  and 
other  persons  whatsoever,  not  to  receive  or 
detain  them,  is  an  apparent  breach  of  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  the  House  of  Cumtnnns. 
And  they  hate  therefore  caused  them  to  ho 
retaken  into  the  custody  of  the  serjeant 
at  Arms,  and  hare  commuted  them  to  the 
Tower.” 

The  said  Counsel  were  afterwards  com- 
mitted to  the  Tower  for  a breach  of  privilege, 
and  contempt  of  the  authority  of  the  House  : 
and  the  House  being  informed,  that  the  Lords 
had  ordered  Writs  of  Habeas  Corpus  for 
bringing  the  counsel  to  the  bar  of  their  House, 

The  Commons  then  passed  the  following 
Resolutions : 

June  7.  Resolved,  newt.  con.  “ That  no 
person,  committed  for  breach  of  privilege  by 
order  of  this  House,  ought  to  be  discharged, 
during  the  session  of  parliament,  hut  by  order, 
or  warrant  of  this  House.  2.  That  the  lieu- 
tenant of  the  Tmver,  in  receiving  and  detaining 
in  custody  sir  John  Churchill,  serj.  Peck,  serj. 
Pemberion,  and  Mr.  Porter,  performed  hisduty 
according  to  law  ; and  for  so  doing  he  shall 
haver  he  assistanceand  protection  of  this  House. 
3.  That  the  lieutenant  of  the  Tower,  in  case  he 
hath  received, or  shall  receive  any  writ,  warrant, 
order  or  commandment,  to  remove  or  deliver 
any  person  or  persons  committed  for  breach  of 
privilege,  by  any  order  or  warrant  of  this  House, 
shall  not  make  any  return  thereof  or  yield  any 
obedience  thereunto,  before  he  hath  first  ac- 
quainted this  House,  and  received  their  order 
and  directions  how  to  proceed  therein.” 

Ordered,  “ That  these  Resolutions  be  im- 
mediately sent  to  the  lieutenant  of  the  Tower.” 

Afterwards  the  lieutenant  of  the  Tower 
gave  the  House  an  account,  that  he  had  refused 
to  deliver  the  counsel  upon  the  Lords’  Order, 
signified  to  him.  by  the  black -rod,  because 
they  were  committed  by  this  House  , and  that 
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after  tie  had  received  the  Votes  of  this  House, 
he  had  Writs  of  Habeas  Corpus  brought  him, 
to  bring  the  counsel  to  the  House  of  Lords  at 
ten  o clock  the  nest  morning,  and  humbly 
craved  the  direction  of  the  House  * hat  to  do. 

Mr.  Speaker  intimated  to  I mu,  he  should 
forbear  to  return  the  writs. 

And  the  House  came  to  several  other  reso- 
lutions : 

June  9.  Resolved,  near.  con.  “ 1.  That  no 
commoner  of  England,  committed  by  order  or 
warraut  of  the  House  of  Commons,  for  breach 
of  privilege,  or  contempt  of  that  House,  ought 
without  order  of  that  House  to  be,  by  any 
Writ  of  Habeas  Corpus,  or  other  authority 
whatsoever,  made  to  appear  and  answer,  and 
do,  and  receive  a determination  in  the  House 
of  Peers,  during  the  session  of  parliament 
wherein  such  person  was  committed.  2. 
That  the  Order  of  the  House  of  Petrs,  for  the 
issuing  out  of  Writs  of  Habeas  Corpus  con- 
cerning serjcant  Peck,  sir  John  Churchill, 
Serjeant  Pemberton  and  Mr.  Charles  Porier, 
is  msutticieut  and  illegal ; for  that  it  is  general, 
and  expresses  no  particular  cause  of  privilege, 
and  commands  the  King’s  great  seal  to  lie  put 
to  Writs  not  returnable  before  the  said  House 
ot  Peers.  3.  That  the  Lord  keeper  be  ac- 
quainted with  ihesc  Resolutions,  to  the  end 
that  thesairi  Writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  may  he 
superseded,  as  contrary  to  the  law  and  the 
rivileges  of  this  House.  4.  That  a message 
e sent  to  the  Lords,  to  acquaint  them,  that 
serjeam  Peck,  sir  John  Churchill,  serjeant  Pem- 
berton, and  Mr.  Charles  Porter,  were  com- 
mitted by  order  and  warrant  of  this  House, 
for  breach  of  the  privilege,  and  contempt  of 
the  authority  of  this  House.” 

March  22,  1697.  Charles  Duncomb,  esq. 
having  been  committed  by  order  of  this  House, 
and  afterwards  discharged  by  order  of  the 
House  of  lairds,  w ithout  the  consent  of  this 
House, 

“ Resolved, That  no  person  committed  by  this 
House  can,  during  the  same  session,  be  dis- 
charged by  any  other  authority  whatsoever. 

That  the  said  Charles  Duncomb  be  taken 
into  the  custody  of  the  Serjeant  at  Arms  at- 
tending this  House." 

These  are  some  instances,  among  many 
others,  that  might  he  produced  upon  this  oc- 
casion ; and  the  hist  cannot  but  he  particularly 
remembered  by  some  noble  lords  that  then 
sate  iu  the  House  of  Commons,  and  strenu- 
ously asserted  this  privilege  of  the  Commons. 

Your  Lordships'  6fth  Resolution,  viz.  Resolved, 

‘ That  for  the  House  of  Commons  to  censure 
‘ or  punish  any  person  for  assisting  a pri- 
‘ soner  to  progufe  n Writ  of  Habeas  Cor- 
‘ pus,  or  by  vote,  or  otherwise,  to  deter 
* '««"  from  soliciting,  prosecuting,  andplead- 
‘ *“g  upon  such  Writ  of  Habeas  Corpus, 

‘ *"  belmlf  of  such  prisoner,  is  an  attempt 
‘ of  dangerous  consequence,  a breach  of  the 
* '“any  good  statutes  provided  fur  the  liheity 
‘ of  the  subject,  and  of  pernicious  example, 


K,  1705. — Proceeding  in  the  [4011 

* by  denying  the  necessary  assistants  to  the 

‘ prisouer,  upon  a commitment  of  tie  Uou« 

‘ of  Commons,  which  has  ever  been  allowed 

‘ upon  all  commitments  by  any  »u thorn; 

* whatsoever.' 

The  Commons  take  this  to  be  another  in- 
stance of  your  lordships’  breach  of  your  own 
rule,  your  lordships  being  no  judges  of  their 
privi'eges;  though  by  this  Resolution  you  seem 
to  make  a Judgment  without  having  heard,  and 
knowing  what  the  Commons  have  to  adtedge 
for  them. 

Ibis  attempt,  therefore,  of  your  lordships  a 
of  dungerous  consequence,  tending  to  a breach 
of  the  good  understanding  between  the  two 
Houses,  and  of  most  pernicious  example.  The 
Commons  late  proceeding,  in  censariog  aad 
punishing  the  counsel  that  have  pleaded  opon 
the  return  of  the  Writs  of  Habeas  Corpus,  in 
behalf  of  the  prisoners,  if  duly  considered,  is  a 
great  instance  ot  the  temper  of  the  House  of 
Commons:  For  this  House  did  not  interpose 
when  the  prisoners  applied  to  the  lord-keeper, 
and  the  judges  to  be  bailed:  uud,  had  the  U»- 
yers  shesvn  so  much  modesty,  as  lo  have  ac- 
quiesced in  tlie  opinion  of  the  lord-keeper,  and 
all  the  judges,  that  these  prisoners  were  not 
bailable  by  the  statute  of  Habeas  Corpus,  the 
Commons  bad  never  taken  any  notice  of  d : 
But  they  would  not  rest  satisfied  without  hnny- 
ing on  again  ibis  case;  and  the  privileges  vt 
the  Commons  were,  with  great  licentiousness  at 
speech,  denied,  and  insuhed  iu  public  court; 
not  with  any  hope  or  prospect  of  relief  of  the 
prisoners,  (who  in  this  whole  proceeding  hare 
apparently  been  only  the  tools  of  some  id-de- 
signing persons,  that  are  contriving  every  war 
to  disturb  the  freedom  of  the  Commons’  elec- 
tions) but  in  order  to  vent  these  new  doctrine) 
against  the  Commons  of  England,  and  with  a 
design  to  overthrow  their  fundamental  right. 
And,  after  so  much  inveteracy  shewn  to  the 
Commons,  they  could  do  no  less  tiian  declare 
the  abettors,  promoters,  countenances,  or  as- 
sisted, of  a prosecution  so  carried  on,  to  be 
guilty  of  conspiring  to  make  a difference  be- 
tween the  two  Houses  of  parliament,  to  be  dis- 
turbers of  the  peace  of  the  kingdom;  and  to 
have  endeavoured,  as  far  as  in  them  lay,  to 
overthrow  the  rights  and  privileges  of  die  Com- 
mons of  England  in  parliament  assembled. 

And  the  Commons,  in  committing  the  law- 
yer!, have  only  done  that  right  to  their  body 
which  your  lordships  have  frequendy  praclised, 
in  cases  of  personal  privilege,  where  any  single 
member  of  your  lordships’  House  is  concerned 

\our  Lordships' last  Resolution,  viz.  ' Tlxat  a 
‘ Writ  of  Error  is  not  a Writ  of  grace,  hut  of 
‘ tight,  and  ought  not  to  he  denied  to  the 
‘ subject,  njien  duly  applied  for;  (though  st 
‘ the  request  of  either  House  of  parliament) 

' the  denial  thereof  being  an  obstruction  ot 
‘justice,  contraty  to  Magna  Chsrta.’ 

The  Commons  shall  not  euier  into  any  con- 
sideration, whether  a Writ  of  Error  is  of  right, 
or  of  grace  : they  couceiviug  it  not  material  u 
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ttM  ease,  in  » liich  no  Writ  of  Error  lies,  nor 
was  ew  any  Writ  of  Error  brought  or  attempt- 
ed in  the  like  case  before ; ami  the  allowing  it 
is  such  cases  would  not  only  subject  all  the  pri- 
i. leges  of  the  House  of  Commons,  but  the  li- 
tmies  of  all  the  people  of  England,  to  the 
»il  and  pleasure  of  the  House  of  Lords. 

And  alien  your  Lordships  exercise  of  judica- 
ture upon  Writs  of  Error  is  considered,  how  un- 
accountable is  it  in  its  foundation ; how  incon- 
sistent is  it  with  our  conslitutiou,  which,  iu  nil 
othrr  respects,  is  the  wisest  mid  happiest  in  the 
wofid,  to  suppose  the  last  retort  in  judicature, 
ad  Use  legislative  to  be  differently  placed  ? 

And,  when  it  is  considered  how  that  usurpa- 
tion, in  hearing  of  appeals  from  courts  of  equity, 
so  easily  traced,  thoueh  often  denied  and  pro- 
osted  against,  is  still  exercised,  and  almost 
every  session  of  parliament  extended,  it  is  nut 
to  tic  wondered,  that,  after  the  success  your 
Wd stops  have  had  in  those  great  advances 
sp»  our  constitution,  you  should  now  at  once 
make  an  attempt  upon  the  whole  frame  of  it, 
kj  drawing  the  choice  of  the  Commons  repre- 
sentatives to  yonr  determination ; for  that  is  a 
necessary  consequence,  from  your  lordships  en- 
coitnguig  thr  late  actions, and  your  countenanc- 
ing a Writ  of  Error;  which,  if  allowed  upon 
sack  a proceeding,  might  as  well  be  introduced 
open  all  acts  and  proceedings  of  courts  or  ma- 
gistrates of  justice:  And  though  the  present 
mxance  has  been  brought  on  under  the  spe- 
cial pretence  of  preserving  liberty,  it  is  obvi- 
ous the  same  will  as  well  hold  to  controul  rise 
tailing  mid  discharging  prisoners  in  all  cases. 

Aad  the  Commons  cannot  but  see  bow  your 
l-iidibips  are  contriving,  by  all  methods,  to  bring 
tke  determination  of  liberty  and  property,  into 
tic  bottomless  and  insatiable  gulph  of  your 
lordships’  judicature,  which  would  swallow  up 
both  the  prerogatives  of  tbe  crown, and  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  the  people ; and  which  your 
lordships  mast  give  the  Comtuoos  leave  to  say, 
ticykave  the  greater  reason  to  dread,  when 
they  consider  in  wbat  manner  it  has  been  exer- 
•nni : Tbe  instances  whereof  they  forbear,  bc- 
«wse  they  hope  your  lordships  will  reform ; 
tod  they  desire  rather  tocompose  the  old,  than 
hi  create  any  netr  differences. 

Ppon  the  whole,  the  Commons  hope,  that, 
“poo  due  consideration  of  what  they  have  laid 
Wstyour  lordships,  you  will  be  fully  satisfied 
ftey  have  acted  nothing  in  ali  these  proceed- 
'"P>  hat  what  they  are  sufficiently  justified  in 
precedents,  and  the  known  laws  and  cus- 
'-<»  of  parliament ; and  that  your  lordships 
k«e  assumed  and  exercised  judicature  con- 
hory  to  the  known  laws  and  customs  of  pnr- 
Iwtuoit,  and  tending  to  the  overthrow  of  the 
rgbt*  and  liberties  of  Use  people  of  England. 

The  nett  day  tbe  said  Report  was  left  with 
jbt  Lords  at  a Conference ; after  which  tbe 
lords  desired  a Free  Conference,  which  was 
opted  to. 

The  Serjeant  at  Arms,  attending  the  House, 
“'mg  acquainted  the  House,  that  he  had  tc- 
vi. 
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ccived  two  Writs  of  Habeas  Corpus  under  the 
great  seal  of  England,  to  bring  before  the  lord- 
keeper  the  bodies  of  James  Mountague,  esq. ; 
and  Alexander  Denton,  esq.;  (who  are  com- 
mitted to  his  custody  by  warrants  from  the 
Speaker  of  this  House  for  a breach  of  privi- 

kKe‘)  . ... 

The  House  iigain  assumed  the  consideration 
of  that  matter : And  after  Debate, 

Resolved, 44  That  no  Commoner  of  England, 
committed  by  the  House  of  Commons  for 
breach  of  privilege,  or  contempt  of  that  House, 
ought  to  be,  by  any  Writ  of  Habeas  Corpus* 
made  to  appear  in  any  other  place,  or  before 
any  other  judicature,  during  that  session  of  par- 
liament wherein  such  person  was  so  committed. 

44  That  the  Serjeant  at  Arms  attending  this 
House,  do  make  no  return  of,  or  yield  any  obe- 
dience to  the  said  Writs  of  Habeas  Corpus; 
and,  for  such  bis  refusal,  that  he  have  the  pro- 
tection of  the  House  of  Commons. 

44  That  the  Lord-Keeper  be  acquainted  with 
the  said  Resolutions,  to  the  end,  that  the  said 
Writs  of  Habeas  Corpus  may  be  superseded, 
as  contrary  to  law,  and  the  privileges  of  this 
House." 

Ordered,  44  That  the  clerk  of  this  House  do 
acquaint  the  Lord-Keeper  of  the  great  seal  of 
England  with  the  said  Resolutions." 

Free  Conference.]  March  13th.  The  Re- 
port of  what  passed  at  tbe  Free  Conference  was 
delivered  by  Mr.  Bromley,  as  follows: 

That  the  Lords  who  appeared  as  managers, 
and  spoke  at  this  Free  Conference,  were,  th« 
earl  of  Sunderland,  the  lord  Ferrers,  tbe  bishop 
of  Salisbury,  the  lord  Halifax,  the  lord  Whar- 
ton and  the  duke  of  Devonshire  Lord  Steward. 
That  the  Free  Conference  was  begun  by  the 
managers  for  the  Lords,  who  said,. this  Confe- 
rence was  desired  to  maintain  a good  corres- 
pondence between  the  -two  Houses,  which  wat 
never  more  necessary  than  at  this  time. 

That  the  delivering  Resolutions  at  their  first 
Conference  was  parliamentary  ; and  instanced 
the  Resolutions  3 Car.  1,  which  produced  the 
Petition  of  Right. 

That  the  Lords  look  upon  the  Commons  to 
be  a great  part  of  the  constitution,  which  can- 
not be  preserved  but  by  doing  right  to  both 
Houses. 

That  every  part  of  the  body  politic,  as  well 
as  the  body  natural,  ought  to  be  kept  within 
due  bounds;  an  excess  in  any  member  will 
weaken  the  witole. 

That  this  Constitution  is  the  wonder  of  the 
world,  and  glory  of  this  natiou ; it  is  founded 
upon  liberty  and  property : and  the  House  of 
Commons  hath  been  a great  fence  and  bulwark 
of  liberty. 

That  the  Lords*  Resolutions  are  very  well 
founded,  and  justified  by  the  laws  of  tbe  land, 
as  is  titcir  judicature  in  this  case. 

That  it  was  proper  for  them  to  receive  the 
Petitions,  and  make  these  Resolutions  there- 
upon. 

That  tbe  Lords  are  tbe  great  court  of  judica- 

ta D 
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turc;  ami  when  the  courts  below  have  differed 
in  opinion,  there  has  been  resort  to  the  Lords 
for  their  Judgment,  as  in  the  Case  of  Kindred 
of  half-blood  claiming  shares  of  intestates 
estates. 

That  when  such  a Complaint  comes  before 
the  Lord*,  they  ought  to  give  their  opinion  as 
to  the  law  ol  the  land:  and  chat  was  the  found- 
ation of  their  prescut  Resolutions. 

L That  the  first  Resolution  was,  in  effect, 
agreed  to  by  the  Commons,  though  they  go  off 
to  foreign  matters,  of  w hich  the  Lords  take  no 
notice. 

That  the  law  of  the  land  can  be  altered  only 
by  the  legislature. 

?.  That  the  second  Resolution  asserts  the 
subjects  redress  by  action  at  law,  &c. 

That  all  constitutions  have  reckoned  this 
their  safety;  that  every  man,  from  the  highest 
to  the  lowest,  hath  the  protection  of  the  law. 

That,  according  to  our  constitution,  the  sub- 
ject may  contest  his  right  with  the  crown,  and 
upon  equal  terms,  with  that  respect  which  is 
due. 

That  this  Resolution  only  asserts  the  right, 
does  not  state  the  respective  Courts,  where  the 
redress  is  to  be  had  : if  the  party  mistakes  the 
Court,  he  is  punished  by  costs  ol  suit. 

The  term  of  * privileged  causes’  is  new,  and 
the  distinction  unknown. 

3.  To  support  the  said  Resolution,  it  was 
urged,  That  the  breach  of  privilege  was  not 
well  grouuded. 

That  it  belongs  to  the  crown  to  make  Decla- 
rations; the  Commons  did  indeed  make  Ordi- 
nances; and  when  their  prince  was  murdered, 
they  came  to  Declarations. 

That  a law,  without  promulgation,  cannot 
have  force  to  make  an  offence. 

The  liberty  of  men’s  persons  is  the  greatest 
privilege,  and  not  to  be  taken  away,  but  in 
known  cases ; the  invading  of  it  has  shook  the 
best  constitutions. 

That  the  taking  away  the  liberty  of  one  mean 
person,  once  eudangered  the  government  of 
Rome. 

That  both  Houses  may  commit  for  breach  of 
privilege,  but  cannot  declare  any  thing  to  be  a 
privilege,  without  good  grounds,  nor  conse- 
quently make  any  tiling  a contempt,  that  is  not 
kuown  to  be  so. 

That  Commitments,  or  Censures,  have  not 
been  usual  upon  actions  at  law,  though  such 
actions  have  brought  the  proceedings  or  privi- 
leges of  either  House  iii  question. 

ihat,  in  the  case  of  Freedom  of  Speech, 
which  is  the  greatest  privilege,  there  was  a 
Judgment  in  king  Charles  the  lst's  reign,  in  the 
heat  of  those  things,  against  some  members,  for 
Speeches  in  parliament : this  the  Commons  first 
condemned  ; and  then  by  Conference  brought 
it  before  the  Lords,  who  came  to  a Resolution, 
that  it  was  erroneous,  and  desired  the  lord 
Hollis  to  bring  his  Writ  of  Error;  and  there- 
upon it  was  reversed  by  the  Lords,  in  the  time 


of  Charles  the  2nd ; which  shews  the  care  tie 
Lords  had  of  the  Commons  privileges. 

That  in  Soame  and  Barnardiston’s  Case,  die 
Commons  did  not  concern  themselves,  only  ia 
support  of  the  action,  when  in  1678,  they  exa- 
mined the  judgment  of  reversals  as  a grievance 

That  the  Lords  had  not  interposed  in  anj 
suits,  which  concerned  the  proceedings  of  theii 
House. 

That  the  earl  of  Banbury  (as  he  was  called' 
was,  by  the  Lords,  adjudged  to  be  no  peer 
This  was  examined  in  the  King’s  Bench,  where 
in  abatement  of  an  indictment  of  murdei 
against  him,  as  Charles  Knowles,  esq.  he  plead' 
ed  Ins  title  of  an  Earl;  and  in  avoidance  o 
that,  the  Order  of  the  Lords  was  replied,  anc 
was  examined  by  the  Court,  and  disallowed. 

That  the  late  bishop  of  St.  David’s  was  pro 
fccuted  in  the  spiritual  Court,  and  deprived 
though  a member  of  that  House ; and  the  Lord 
did  not  interpose. 

That  it  is  the  wisdom  of  all  governments,  u 
have  the  law  open ; and  that  is  the  ditferenci 
between  a legal  and  an  arbitrary  government 

That  the  Lords  do  not  meddle  with  the  Com 
mons’  right  of  determining  their  own  elections 
they  have  a settled  possession  of  it,  which  is  t 
r;ght:  But  if  all  the  rights  of  subjects  concern 
ed  in  those  elections  are  to  be  determine* 
there,  that  will  bring  all  questions  of  Freehold 
and  the  allowance  of  all  Charters,  and  all  liber 
fy  and  property  before  them. 

That  a freeholder  of  40s.  per  annum  lias  i 
right  of  inheritance,  to  which  be  is  bom ; an* 
if  his  Vote  is  denied,  he  is  damnified,  and  lose, 
the  credit  of  his  Vote ; and  if  he  shall  onh 
come  to  the  House  of  Commons,  they  cal 
neither  give  him  damages  nor  costs  of  suit. 

That  a freehold  cannot  be  determined  b; 
any  Court  which  cannot  give  an  Oath. 

T hat  the  Precedents  produced  concern  on! 
the  right  of  determining  elections  in  general- 

And  an  action  by  an  elector,  for  bis  right  o 
Voting,  does  not  avoid  the  election. 

4.  To  maintain  the  fourth  Resolution,  the; 
said,  That  it  may  be  lawful  for  a man  to  appl; 
for  his  liberty,  when  he  cannot  have  it. 

That  the  proceeding  in  1675,  produced  as : 
precedent  in  this  Case,  were  upon  a matte 
contested  between  the  two  Houses,  and  resolv 
ed  differently  in  the  Lords  House:  Tophac 
and  the  lieutenant  of  the  Tower  were  botl 
turned  out;  and  the  ferment  was  so  high,  tlia 
the  parliament  was  prorogued,  and  soou  allc 
dissolved. 

The  fifth  Resolution  is  a consequence  of  tb 
fourth: 

T hat  the  commitment  of  the  lawyers  *ra 
not  for  licentious  speech,  as  was  insinuated  a 
the  last  Conference,  but  for  pleading  upon  thi 
return  of  the  Writs  of  Habeas  Corpus. 

That  it  is  the  particular  character  of  tha 
odious  Court  called  the  Inquisition,  that  no  bod; 
dares  appear  for,  or  resort  to  a person  impn 
soned  there,  but  he  is  left  to  the  mercy  of  thi 
Court. 


m] 

The  lawyers  are  not  to  be  answerable  for 
err r?  thing  they  argue;  they  are  to  do  their 
! duly  for  their  clients,  and  the  Court  is  to  judge 

| of  it. 

6.  The  Commons  declining  the  last  Resolu- 
tion is  an  agreeing  to  it,  though  not  so  parlia- 
mentary as  it  would  have  been  to  have  agreed 
to  it  directly. 

That  the  Lords  are  the  only  proper  judges, 
whether  the  Writ  of  Error  lies  before  them. 

To  these  Arguments  the  Managers  for  the 
Common*  answered : 

That  they  agreed  the  necessity  of  a good  cor- 
respondence between  the  two  Houses,  espe- 
cially at  this  time  of  common  danger:  and  that 
the  Commons  had  fully  sliewn  their  desire  to 
maintain  that  good  correspondence,  by  conde- 
scending to  meet  their  lordships  at  this  free 
Conference,  although  their  ancient  and  funda- 
mental privileges  had  been  called  in  question, 
and  denied  by  their  lordships,  and  that  in 
an  extraordinary  and  very  unparliamentary 
Banner. 

That  the  delivery  of  Resolutions  is  so  far 
from  being  the  only  method  of  Conferences, 
that  the  more  usual  method  lias  been  to  oiler 
reasons,  without  Resolutions  ; and  it  would  be 
rery  difficult  to  give  any  instance  (before  this) 
of  cither  House  delivering  positive  Resolutions 
at  a Conference,  without  the  reasons,  at  the 
suae  time,  to  support  them,  and  that  induce 
them  to  make  such  Re  solutions. 

1.  That  the  Commons*  Answer  to  the  Lords* 
first  Resolution,  is  not  foreign  to  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  Conference : because  the  Com- 
mons apprehended  the  subject-matter  to  he 
their  lordships  denying  the  privileges  of  the 
Commons,  on  the  one  hand,  and  their  extend- 
ing their  own  judicature  beyond  its  proper 
limits,  on  the  other:  and  therefore  the  Com- 
*wns  could  not  but  take  notice,  how  far  their 
lordships  bad  transgressed  in  the  exercise  of 
an  unwarrantable  judicature,  in  contradiction 
fc>  that  very  rule  they  had  laid  down  for  the 
test  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Commons,  and 
by  which  the  Commons  had  strictiy  governed 
thetn  selves. 

That  though  the  Commons  cannot  create 
ww  privileges ; yet,  in  Coke's  13  Reports,  fo. 
63.  it  is  said,  the  privilege  of  parliament,  either 
uftbe  Upper  House,  or  of  the  House  of  Com- 
oow,  belongs  to  the  determination  or  decision 
oaly  of  the  court  of  parliament;  for  every 
court  hath  a right  to  adjudge  their  own  privi- 
leges, according  to  the  book  of  Ed.  4,  sir  John 
Poston's  Case. 

8.  To  their  lordships  Arguments  for  their 
*ecood  Resolution  your  managers  answered  : 
That  every  person  injured,  hath  a right  to 
reek  redress;  but  theu  that  redress  must  he 
•wight  in  the  place  wliere  the  matter  is  properly 
cognizable. 

3.  To  what  the  Lords  offered  upon  the  third 
*U»lution;  your  managers  answcied; 
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That  matters  of  election  do  not  belong  to 
the  courts  below,  but  only  to  the  House  of 
Commons,  which  hath  been  in  long  possession 
of  them:  that  there  was  an  act  ol  puiliament 
made  in  the  time  of  king  Henry  the  titli,  to 
give  an  action  for  u faUc  return  of  members 
to  serve  in  parliament,  because  no  such  action 
lay  at  Common-Law,  it  relating  to  elections. 

That  double  returns  not  being  within  that 
statute,  no  action  Juy  in  the  courts  of  common- 
law,  for  making  any  double  return,  till  the  sta- 
tute 7 and  8 William  3. 

That,  besides  the  instances  given,  in  the 
Answers  the  Commons  gave  to  the  Lords  Re- 
solutions, at  the  last  Con  Terence, this  distinction 
as  to  privileged  cases,  is  fully  and  undeniably 
warranted  by  the  statute  made  in  the  first 
year  of  king  William  and  queen  Mary,  entitled, 

4 An  Act  declaring  the  Rights  and  Liberties  of 
' tiie  subject,  and  settling  the  succession  of  the 

* Crown  ;7  where,  among*  other  endeavours  of 
the  late  king  Jair.es,  to  subvert  and  extirpate 
the  laws  and  liberties  of  the  kingdom,  these 
are  mentioned,  1 by  violating  the  freedom  of 

* election  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament, 

4 and  prosecutions  in  th"  court  of  King’s-benoh, 

* for  matters  and  causes  only  cognizable  in  par- 

* liament.' 

Besides,  that  there  are  privileged  cases  ns 
well  as  privileged  persons  appears  from  hence; 
a prohibition,  and  afterwards  attachment,  lies, 
for  suing  in  the  spiritual  court  for  a temporal 
cause  determinable  in  the  temporal  court. 
There  are  divers  Ians  within  this  realm,  of 
which  the  connnon-law  is  but  one,  as  appeal* 
in  Coke’s  1 Ins.  fo.  2.  b,  where  he  mentions  1 Lex 
‘ et  consuetude  parliament!,  ct  lex  communis,' 
as  distinct  laws. 

As  there  are  several  laws,  so  there  are  se- 
veral courts  and  jurisdictions,  and  several 
causes  proper  for  those  several  laws  anJ  se- 
veral jurisdictions:  of  these  t lie  high  court  of 
parliament  is  the  fii>t : ‘ Lex  et  consuetudo  par- 
liamenti’  is  a great  branch  of  the  law  of  Eng- 
land: and  many  causes  are  to  be  determined 
onlv  by  that  law,  as  appears  in  the  Inst.  fo.  23. 

With  such  causes  ns  are  in  their  nature  par- 
liamentary, and  to  be  determined  by  the  laiv 
of  parliament,  the  comuion-law,  and  common- 
law  judges  have  nothing  to  do ; as  further  ap- 
pears, 4 Inst.  fo.  14,  13.  where  the  expressions 
are  very  suitable  to  the  present  controversies.  * 

That  the  persons  assisting  in  the  prosecution 
of  such  actions,  after  a prohibition  by  the  Com- 
mons, for  that  such  causes  belong  to  their  juris- 
diction, the  committing  them  lor  the  breach  of 
their  privileges  in  that  particular,  is  no  more 
than  is  done  by  the  common-law  courts  for  a 
like  contempt,  when  persons  will  sue,  after  a 
prohibition,  to  the  spiritual  courts:  and  the 
Commons'  usual  way  to  defend  their  privileges 
against  such  invasions,  has  been  by  committing 
the  tools  and  instruments  thereof. 

It  is  a fundamental  maxim  of  the  law  and 
custom  of  parliament,  which  is  the  highest  and 
noblest  part  of  the  law  of  England,  and  parti- 
cularly adapted  to  the  preservation  of  the  liber* 
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ties  of  this  kingdom,  that  the  two  Houses  are 
independent  of  one  another,  and  sole  judges  of 
their  rights  and  privileges:  That  their  lordships 
did  admit,  the  Commons  have  a privilege  to 
judge  of  the  rights  of  their  own  elections,  to 
6ne  intent,  but  not  to  another:  but  if  the  Com- 
mons have  such  a privilege  to  one  intent,,  they 
must  be  judges  of  it  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses whatsoever;  and,  being  sole  judges 
thereof,  their  judgment  cannot  be  legally  called 
in  question,  either  by  writs  of  Habeas  Corpus, 
Writs  of  Error,  or  otherwise,  in  any  other 
court ; and  consequently  the  proceedings  in 
Westminster-hall,  and  in  the  House  of  Peers, 
and  the  Judgment  given  there,  are  all  null  and 
void,  ct  corum  nonjudice . 

The  Commons’  commitment  for'commencing 
these  actions,  is  no  more  than  what  they  and 
their  predecessors  have  in  all  times  practised, 
in  cases  of  breach  of  privilege., 

4.  In  auswer  to  what  the  Lords  had  offer- 
ed upon  the  fouith  Resolution,  your  managers 
insisted,  that  application  of  friends  for  the 
liberty  of  any  person  imprisoned,  ought  to  be 
in  a proper  place,  and  in  a proper  manner, 
which  in  this  case  ought  to  have  been  only  to 
the  House  of  Commons,  aud  by  the  petitions 
of  the  persons  they  had  committed. 

That  the  proceedings  in  1675,  were  so  well 
grounded,  that  they  must  be  precedents  to  the 
Commons  to  follow  at  all  times  upon  the  like 
occasiousj 

5.  To  what  the  Lords  offered  upon  the  fifth 
Resolution,  your 'managers  answ  ered  : 

The  licentiousness  of  speech  used  by  the  ' 
lawyers,  was  only  mentioned  among  other  par- 
ticulars of  tlie  provocations  they  gave  the 
House  of  Commons ; but  they  were  committed 
for  pleading  upon  the  returns  of  the  Writs  of 
Habeas  Corpus,  in  behalf  of  the  prisoners  com- 
mitted by  the  House  of  Commons,  winch  the 
Commons,  who  are  the  only  judges  of  their  own 
privileges,  take  to  be  a great  breach  of  the 
privilege  of  their  House. 

6.  To  the  last  Resolution  your  managers  in- 
sisted, that  no  Writ  of  Error  lies  in  that  case  ; 
and  that  there  may  l»e  cases  wherein  no  Writ 
of  Error  lies,  was  their  lordships’  opinion  in  the 
Case  of  the  late  bishop  of  St.  David’s,  who 
brought  i.is  Writ  of  Error  upon  the  courts  not 
granting  him  a prohibition. 

The  Case  of  sir  Thomas  Armstrong,  mention- 
ed by  their  lordships,  was  particular,  in  tiiat 
the  Commons  then  apprehended  he  was  en- 
titled to  a Writ  of  Error,  within  the  meaning 
of  the  statute  of  Edw.  6. 

Your  managers  further  urged  the  novelty  of 
the  action  in  the  Case  of  Ashby  and  White,  of 
which  no  footsteps  can  be  found  in  any  book  of 
the  law,  or  in  any  record,  although  we  have 
faithful  reports  of  all  memorable  Cuses  for  400 
years  past ; and  the  occasion  of  such  an  action 
must  frequently  have  happened. 

The  Lords  themselves,  when  they  had  no  de- 
sign upon  the  privileges  of  the  Commons,  were 


of  opinion,  in  the  Case  of  sir  Samuel  Baroardiv 
con,  in  the  first  year  of  the  reign  ol  king  Wi- 
liam, that  no  such  action  lay  ; and  there  is  no 
reason  can  be  offered  to  maintain  this  action, 
but  held  more  strongly  in  die  Case  of  sir  Sa- 
muel llurnardiston,  as  damages,  costs,  &c. 
And  it  is  an  absurd  distinction  to  say, that  m 
this  case  the  right  of  election  cannot  come  in 
question,  because  the  determining  of  the  right 
of  the  electors  doth  generally  determine  the 
right  of  the  elected  ; and  almost  all  contro- 
verted elections  depend  upon  the  qualifications 
of  the  electors. 

That  the  Commons  had  shewn  such  a dispo- 
sition to  maintain  a good  correspondence  with 
their  lordships,  though  their  lordships  ia  tbe 
Case  of  Ashby  and  White,  had,  contrary  to  tbe 
judgment  of  the  courts  below,  allowed  the  ac- 
tion, upon  which  the  plaintiff  had  taken  out 
execution,  and  levied  the  money  ; that  tha 
Commons  took  no  notice  of  it,  and  were  wil- 
ling to  let  the  matter  fall,  which  might  occasion 
any  contest  in  this  time  of  public  daugei ; bet 
when  other  actions  of  the  like  nature  were  *uu 
commenced  and  prosecuted,  win  reby  all  elec- 
tions would  be  brought  to  the  cjctenmu* :»o»i 
of  the  Lords,  or,  at  least,  in  time  so  influenced, 
as  that  the  Lords  would  in  effect  chose  the  Coir 
mons,  and  thereby  the  independency  of  tii«?t>*o 
Houses  would  be  destroyed,  winch  is  the  jtrtat 
safety  of  theconstiiuiion  ; then  it  concern*.)  tue 
Commons,  who  are  the  representatives  ot  u*e 
people,  to  oppose  what  would  be  so  fatal  to  our 
constitution. 

The  bringiug  Writs  of  Habeas  Corpus  upon 
the  commitments  of  the  Commons,  and  a Writ 
of  Error  thereupon  before  the  Lords,  would 
bring  all  the  privileges  of  the  Commons  to  be 
determined  by  the  judges,  and  afterwards  by 
the  Lords,  upon  such  Writs  of  Error. 

Nay,  such  Writs  of  Error  upon  every  Ha- 
beas Corpus,  would  bring  the  liberty  of  every 
commoner  in  England,  to  the  arbitrary  disposi- 
tion of  the  House  of  Lords. 

And  if  a Writ  of  Error  cannot  be  denied  iD 
any  case,  and  the  Lords  alone  are  to  judge 
whether  the  case  be  proper  for  a Writ  of  Error, 
then  all  the  queen’s  revenue,  all  her  preroga- 
tives, and  all  the  lives  and  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple of  England,  w ill  be  in  the  hands  ol  the 
Lords,  for  every  felon,  burglar,  and  traitor, 
will  be  entitled  to  a Writ  of  Error  before  the 
Lords;  and  they  will  have  even  power  of  life 
and  death. 

And  by  Writs  of  Error  and  Appeals,  as  al- 
ready  exercised,  they  will  have  all  our  proper- 
ties ; by  such  new-invented  actions  they  wifl 
have  all  our  elections ; and  by  such  Writs  of 
Habeas  Corpus,  and  Writs  of  Error  thereupon, 
they  will  have  nil  our  privileges,  liberties.  aD" 
even  lives,  at  their  determination  : who  deter- 
mine by  vote,  with  their  doors  shut,  and  K B 
not  certainly  known  who  it  is  that  hurts 
The  novelty  of  those  things,  and  the  infant 
consequences  of  them,  is  the  greatest  arguotf111 
in  law,  that  they  are  not  of  right.  .. 

The  Commons  are  not  contending  fora  sm&d 
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nee  the 
the  go- 

unimenr,  by  detaining  the  money  given  by 
(be  Commons,  whicji  must  come  Inst  to  them, 
fctrause  the  Money-Bills  must  begin  with  the 
commoners ; and  if  by  that  means  they  can  ex- 
tor.  Writs  of  Error  where  they  never  were 
feird  of,  the  Commons  must  commit  the  per- 
sons employed  in  all  such  innovations,  or  else 
they  most  lose,  by  such  contrivances,  all  that 
tier  have. 

in  the  Case  of  Deuzil  Holies,  sir  John  Elliot, 
Arc.  io  1607,  the  Commons  declared  the  Judg- 
ment given  in  5 Cy.  1,  to  be  an  illegal  Judg- 
meit.aud  against  tne  privilege  af  parliament; 
and  this  they  did  of  themselves,  before  they  ae- 
rated the  Lords  therewith. 

Afterwards,  because  it  concerned  the  Lords 
9'  veil  as  the  Commons,  they  imparted  their 
^'intions,  to  the  Lords,  who  concurred  with 
t‘<  Commons;  and  the  Writ  of  Error,  which 
* . afterwards  brought  at  the  desire  and  in- 
sure of  the  Lords,  and  not  at  ail  by  the  desire 
tw  Cummins,  they  rested  upon  liicir  own 
oolwCou,  that  it  was  an  illegal  Judgment. 

Tbr  I.oids,  by  way  of  Reply,  said  further, 
tt  is  :s  u cause  of  liberty  and  property,  and 
joAcil  proceedings,  w hich  the  Commons  had 
«5iiMT<ia;ed  to  stop. 

Tim  the  Conference,  therefore,  asked  by 
tie  Lords,  upon  the  fundamental  rights  and  ii- 
liertifs,  was  proper. 

That  they  are  the  same  terms  the  Commons 
wd,  3 Car.  when  their  liberties  w ere  attacked. 

That  the  true  method  of  conference  is  not 
by  way  of  question  and  answer,  but  by  Resolu- 
te; which  are  not  so  binding,  but  if  the 
lords  are  convinced  by  arguments,  they  may 
ittract  them. 

That  the  Lords,  sure,  may  regularly  take  no- 
tice  of  this  printed  Paper,  when  it  contains  such 
licdaratioo,  as  all  persons  are  bound  to  tuke 
Mice  of  at  the  peril  of  commitment. 

That  theYight  of  the  House  of  Commons  to 
4et*nnine  their  own  elections  is  not  in  question, 
«r  intended  to  be  changed  ; but  the  two  prece- 
dents produced  to  support  them  are  very  much 
aiauhen. 

That  the  Case  of  sir  Francis  Goodwin  is  not 
h&ijr  stated,  the  word  * Order*  being  omitted 
io  the  Commons’  Answer  to  the  Lords*  Mes- 
*4e>  reUtiog  to  tlie  Commons*  proceedings  in 
th«s  case ; which  refers  to  a particular  Order  of 
the  U«mse  of  Commons,  they  having  before  de- 
termined that  election.  Tnat  it  is  not  tuken 
Mice  that  the  Lords  went  with  the  Commons 
the  king,  and  were  mediators  ; und  that,  at 
d*  last,  a new  Writ  issued  for  a new  election. 

That,  in  the  stating  the  precedent  28  Eliz. 
^ Commons  have  not  taken  notice,  that  the 
election  was  io  that  case  determined  by  the 

"at  the  Commons  did  not  confine  their  Re- 
soiatjon  to  Armstrong's  Case  ; but  it  is  general 
ac*l  absolute,  that  a Writ  of  Error  in  felony  or 
toiion,  l of  right  and  not  of  grace. 


thing,  bat  for  tbeir  all : Especially  si 
(lords  have  found  out  a way  to  distress 


That  by  the  Writ  of  Error  brought  in  the  late 
bishop  of  St.  David’s  case,  upon  the  denial  of  a 
Prohibition,  and  disallowed  by  the  Lords,  it  ap- 
pears, when  a record  comes  improperly  before 
them,  they  are  so  just  ns  to  dismiss  it. 

That,  instead  of  proving  the  law,  the  conse- 
quences are  urged,  which  is  not  right  arguing. 

That  the  question  is,  whether  the  qcuen  is 
bound  to  gram  a Writ  of  Error?  If  she  is,  it 
will  be  hard  for  any  body  of  men  to  interpose 
with  the  crown,  and  stop  it,  to  hinder  that  fiat, 
which,  by  the  opinion  of  the  Judges,  site  ought 
to  give. 

She  is  obliged  too,  by  Magna  Charm : * Nulli 
* neunbimus,  nulli  deferemus,  justitiam/ 

That  whether  a Writ  of  Error  lies  or  not,  will 
afterwards  be  proper  for  the  Judgment  of  this 
Court,  as  it  is  of  any  other  Court  w here  a Writ 
of  Error  is  returnable. 

That  the  Commons  are  \ery  safe,  and  may 
depend  the  Lords  will  be  ns  tender  of  their  pri- 
vileges as  of  their  own. 

That  whutever  privileges  accrue  to  the  Com- 
mons, w ill  accrue  to  the  Lords  also : If  the  com- 
mitments of  the  Commons  are  free  from  the 
cognizance  of  the  courts  below,  those  of  tbe 
Lords  will  he  so  too. 

That  3 Car.  the  Commons  maintained,  that 
the  measure  of  persons  being  bailable,  is  not 
from  the  authority  which  committed,  but  from 
the  cause  of  commitment. 

Your  Managers  further  observed,  this  subject 
matter  was  scarce  ever  in  conference  before, 
between  the  Lords  and  Commons,  and  will  soeut 
strange  to  posterity. 

That  the  Lords’  concern  for  liberty  and  pro- 
perty cannot  be  equal  with  thnt  of  the  Com- 
mons ; for  the  Lords’  liberty  is  better  fenced, 
and  consequently  their  property  too,  than  that 
of  tbe  Commons. 

The  Lords  are  less  interested  in  the  event  of 
this  Conference  than  the  Commons,  who  are 
the  trustees  of  those  who  sent  them,  and  are 
hound  iu  duty  und  interest  to  preserve  their  li- 
berty and  property ; and  having  but  a triennial 
duration,  which  is  at  this  time  near  expiring,  it 
is  not  to  be  imagined  they  will  infringe  what 
they  are  entrusted  with,  and  so  much  concerned 
to  maintaiu  ; and  that  so  notoriously,  that  the 
Lords  should  complain,  who  are  much  less  con- 
cerned, but  more  to  be  feared,  ns  their  designs 
us  well  as  honour  may  be  hereditary. 

At  the  first  Conference,  six  Resolutions  were 
delivered)  as  matters  of  undoubted  truth  and 
law.  And  the  proceedings  of  the  Commons  a re 
to  be  tried  by  these  rules,  though  they  were  no 
parties  to  the  making  them. 

1 . The  first  is  not  to  be  excepted  against ; 
only  is  an  insinuation,  as  if  the  Commons  had 
practised  the  contrary,  which  they  are  not  con- 
scious of. 

2.  To  the  second,  there  are  many  injuries  for 
which  no  action  at  law  is  allowed ; as  if  a judge 
giv4r  a wrong  judgment,  tbe  redress  by  Writ  of 
Error,  is  no  satisfaction  for  the  damage. 

So  for  other  acts  of  a judge,  or  court  of  jua- 
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tice,  as  denying  a Writ  of  Habeas  Corpus,  or 
bail,  no  action  lies,  but  upon  the  late  statute. 

That  their  lordships,  not  making  any  distinc- 
tion between  matters  and  cr.uses,  which  were 
exempt  from  the  cognizance  of  the  common  law 
courts,  as  being  solely  cognizable  in  parliament, 
and  causes  which  were  exempt  only  in  respect 
of  the  persons  sued,  being  entitled  to  privilege 
of  parliament,  seems  to  be  the  occasion  of  the 
mistakes  their  lordships  have  entertained,  in  re- 
lation to  the  proceedings  of  the  Commons  ; 
that  the  House  of  Commons  is  a court  of  judi- 
cature in  many  respects ; and,  os  such,  hath  as 
well  as  other  courts,  causes  proper  and  peculiar 
to  its  jurisdiction. 

That  the  law  books,  and  particularly  the  lord 
Coke,  speak  of  matters  of  parliament  which  are 
rot  to  be  determined  by  the  common  law,  but 
according  to  the  law  and  usage  of  parliament. 

That  all  matters  moved  or  done  in  parlia- 
ment, must  be  questioned  and  determined  there, 
and  not  elsewhere,  has  been  heretofore  asserted 
by  the  House  of  Commons,  os  their  ancient  and 
undoubted  right,  and  has  been  allowed  both  by 
the  judges  of  law,  and  by  their  lordships.  And 
when  the  judges  of  the  King’s  Bench,  in  the 
fifth  year  of  king  Charles  the  First,  upon  an  in- 
formation against  sir  John  Elliot,  Mr.  Ilollis, 
and  others,  held,  that  matters  done  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  if  not  done  in  a parliamentary 
way,  might  be  questioned  elsewhere;  that  judg- 
ment was  afterwards  reversed  in  parliament. 

That  their  lordships  allowed  all  matters  re- 
lating to  elections,  ought  to  be  determined 
solely  by  the  Commons:  and  though  their  lord- 
ships attempted  to  make  a distinction  between 
the  right  of  elections,  and  the  right  of  electors, 
yet  their  lordship*  cannot  find  room  for  such  a 
distinction,  unless  they  would  say,  the  right  and 
qualification  of  the  electors  was  a matter  not 
relating  to  elections. 

That  by  the  Parliament  Rolls,  11  Rich.  2.  it 
appears  a petition  was  exhibited  by  parliament, 
and  allowed  by  the  king,  that  the  liberties  and 
privileges  of  parliament  should  be  discussed  by 
the  parliament,  and  not  by  any  other  courts, 
nor  by  common  nr  civil  law ; and,  therefore, 
when  the  judges  have  been  asked  their  opi- 
nions in  matters  of  parliament,  they  have  an- 
swered, that  the  privileges  of  parliament  ought 
to  be  determined  there,  and  not  by  any  other  ; 
ns  they  did  in  the  case  of  Thorp,  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  31  H.  6. 

That  those  matters  are  not  exempt  from 
the  determination  of  other  courts,  in  respect 
of  the  persons  sued  ; for  then  they  might  be 
determined  there  after  the  time  of  privilege 
was  expired  ; whereas  it  is  evident,  that  such 
matters  and  causes  cannot  be  determined,  in 
any  other  court  than  that  of  the  parliament, 
afier.the  expiration  of  the  time  of  privilege, 
any  more  than  before. 

That  these  matters  are  determinable  in 
parliament,  although  the  persons  prosecuted 
are  not  entitled  to  the  privilege  of  parliament, 
as  appears  by  many  instances,  particularly  by 
that  of  the  mayor  of  Westbury,  in  the  8th 
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year  of  Eliz.  who,  for  taking  4 /.  to  get  a per- 
son elected  a burgess  for  that  borough,  *as 
fined  aud  ini  prisoned  by  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, although  he  was  not  a person  eulkiid 
to  the  privilege  of  parliament. 

That  it  may  be  as  well  said,  that  an  action 
is  maintainable  for  refusing  any  of  the  Lord* 
a right  of  precedency  in  parliament  ; jet  it 
cannot  be  imagined  the  House  of  Peers  would 
be  content  the  same  should  be  brought  in  qus«- 
lion,  in  any  of  the  courts  of  la.v,  and  decided 
by  a Jury  of  Comraouers. 

But  the  same  arguments  will  hold  for  main- 
taining such  an  action,  to  recover  damage  Dr 
refusing  precedency  to  him  that  hath  right  to 
it,  as  for  maintaining  an  action  to  recover  da- 
mages, for  refusing  to  take  down  upon  the  poll 
the  vote  of  an  elector  : For  it  may  with  equal 
reason  be  said  in  both  causes,  that  the  plaintif 
hath  a right,  that  the  defendant  refused  lum 
that  right,  that  such  refusal  is  an  injury,  and 
consequently  ought  to  be  repaired  in  damage!. 

3.  As  to  the  third  Resolution,  the  Common 
art  not  accountable  to  the  House  of  Lords.  or 
any  other  court,  for  what  they  did  ia  that 
matter. 

Their  privileges  being  rights  peculiar  to  that 
House,  what  is  their  privilege,  and  the  hr  each 
of  it,  is  only  examinable,  and  to  be  judged  by 
themselves. 

That  the  courts  of  Wcstrainster-hall  hare 
that  deference  for  each  others  judgment,  that, 
in  commitments  for  contempt  or  misdemean- 
our, which  arc  frequent  every  term,  another 
court,  though  superior,  will  not  redress  the 
prisoner  by  Habeas  Corpus,  or  otherwise;  hut 
he  must  address  to  the  court  which  committed 
him,  much  les*  can  an  inferior  court  do  it. 

The  House  of  Commons  therefore  expected 
the  same  deference  from  those  courts  which 
they  pay  each  other  ; and  also  from  the  Lord*’ 
House  what  is  due  to  a co-ordinate  jurisdic- 
tion : The  Commons  taking  themselves  to  be 
superior  to  any  court  in  W estrainstf r-hali,  tod 
not  allowing  any  court  in  this  government  to  be 
their  superior,  no  more  than  their  predecessor* 
have  done. 

The  Commons  do  not  intend  by  their  De- 
claration to  make  a new  law,  but  barely  de- 
clare what  the  law  w as,  and  prohibit  any  per- 
son to  act  contrary. 

The  term  Declaration  is  not  peculiar  to 
the  prince,  but  is  a familiar  term  in  WesUniu* 
sler-hall. 

The  commitment  was  not  for  acting  contrary 
to  the  vote  of  the  Commons,  but  for  acting 
contrary  to  law,  after  the  law  was  notified  to 
them  by  that  Declaration,  and  they  thereby 
prohibited  to  proceed  in  that  course. 

To  set  this  in  a true  light,  if  a man  sues  in 
the  admiralty,  or  ecclesiastical  court,  for  a 
matter  properly  cognizable  at  common-la*, 
the  party  snail  not  indeed  be  committed  for 
commencing  that  suit;  but  if  the  defendant 
in  such  suit  obtains  a prohibition,  which  de- 
clares what  the  law  is,  and  gives  the  plaifttiT 
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notice  that  hi*  suit  is  contrary  to  law,  and 
therefore  prohibits  him  to  proceed  any  further 
therein ; if  he  does  proceed,  an  attachment 
will  issue  to  arrest  him  for  breach  of  prohibi- 
tion, as  it  is  said,  though  in  truth,  it  is  for 
acting  contrary  to  law,  after  he  had  been  ad- 
monished what  the  same  was. 

Now  there  is  no  difference  between  the 
declaration  complained  of,  and  the  prohibition 
menuoned,  but  in  the  name  only;  both  de- 
clare wbnt  the  Jaw  is;  both  admonish  the 
person  offending,  and  both  command  him  not 
to  proceed;  so  that  there  is  as  much  reason  to 
complain  of  a prohibition  at  law,  as  of  the 
dedaratitm  mentioned  in  the  Resolution. 

4.  To  the  fourth  Resolution,  if  it  respects 
the  prisoners  committed  by  the  Commons,  they 
apprehend  the  application  ought  to  be  to  their 
lliuse. 

5.  For  the  fifth  Resolution,  the  Commons 
ha*e  the  same  exceptions  to  it  as  they  had  to 
the  third  Resolution : For  if  counsel,  attorneys, 
or  solicitors,  are  prohibited,  and  act  contrary 
to  the  order  of  any  court,  they  are  guilty  of  a 
contempt  of  that  Court,  and  for  such  contempt 
they  may  be  taken  into  custody. 

To  their  lordships’  last  Resolution,  it  is  very 
tnr*,  that  in  the  last  reign  the  House  of  Com- 
mons did  so  resolve  in  the  cause  of  sir  Thomas 
Armstrong,  as  hath  heen  cited,  which  case 
that  sir  Thomas  Armstrong  was  indicted 
tor  high-treason,  and  afterwards  fled  beyond 
«ca,  where  he  was  at  the  time  of  the  exigent 
awarded  against  him ; and  afterwards,  w ithin 
* year  after  tlie  exigent  awarded,  he  was 
brought  prisoner  into  England,  and  would  have 
r Writ  of  Error,  but  it  was  denied  him  ; upon 
•bich  the  House  of  Commons  made  the  Reso- 
ietiou  mentioned.  At  the  common-law,  if  a 
prison  had  been  guilty  of  a capital,  or  any 
other  crime,  and  had  been  in  England  at  the 
toce  of  the  indictment  found  against  him,  but  was 
b*p»d  sea  at  the  time  of  the  exigent  awarded, 
and  thereupon  an  outlawry  was  had,  the  person 
outlawed  might  nny  time  afterwards  have  re- 
rrrsed  that  outlawry,  for  that  Error  in  Fact; 
the  practice  whereupon  was,  that  persons 
pity  of  treason,  would  fly  beyond  sea,  and 
t'xre  stay  till  the  witnesses  against  them  were 
•dj  and  then  return  into  England,  reverse 
toir  outlawry,  and  become  safe.  To  remedy 
*hich  mischief,  was  the  statute  of  Edw.  6, 
axfie,  which  takes  away  the  Error  in  Treason, 
volets  the  person  outlawed  rendered  himself  to 
d*  Cbief.Justice  within  a year  after  the  out- 
cry. Within  which  exception  was  the  case 
of  sir  Thomas  Armstrong,  as  the  Commons  ap- 
Ftheaded,  which  was  the  reason  of  the  Keso- 
■ lt»a  : And  in  other  cases  the  practice  since 
•hat  I? Solution  has  been  otherwise ; for  in  the 
of  Salisbury,  who  was  attainted  of  Felony 
counterfeiting  the  stamps,  a Writ  of  Error 
denied  him,  though  he  petitioned  for  the 
-j®**  Rut  if  this  Resolution  is  aimed  at  a 
”*4  of  Error  for  denying  a Habeas  Corpus,  or 
wjiqj  to  bail,  or  discharge  persons  commit- 


ted by  the  House  of  Commons,  this  Resolution 
is  very  wide  from  the  purpose  ; for,  whether  a 
Writ  of  Error  be  a Writ  of  Right,  or  a Writ  of 
Grace,  in  all  cases  where  a Writ  of  Error  does 
He,  yet  their  lordships’  Resolution  cannot  be 
carried  so  far  as  to  make  a Writ  of  Error  lie, 
in  a case  w here  there  is  no  judgment  pronounc- 
ed, as  there  never  is  in  the  case  of  an  llubeas 
Corpus,  or  in  any  thing  relating  thereunto  : for 
if  a Habeas  Corpus  is  denied,  or  if  granted,  and 
the  persons  thereupon  denied  to  be  bailed  or 
discharged,  this  is  no  such  judgment,  but  that 
the  same,  or  any  other  court,  may  grant  au 
Habeas  Corpus,  and  discharge  or  bail  the  per- 
son committed. 

Your  Managers  added,  The  Commons  hoped 
it  would  be  no  difficulty  to  convince  the  Lords, 
that  these  Resolutions  were  both  unreasonable 
and  unparliamentary,  and  they  have  not  been 
much  justified ; and  certainly  it  cannot  be  par- 
liamentary, or  reasonable,  for  the  Lords  to 
condemn  the  Commons  in  the  case  of  their 
own  privileges,  when  the  Lords  are  no  judges 
of  them:  and  therefore,  though  the  Commons 
have  now  entered  into  this  debate  with  their 
lordships,  it  was  never  meant  to  subject  their 
proceedings  to  the  Lords’  examination,  but 
only  to  satisfy  the  Lord*,  and  all  mankind,  that 
the  Commons  have  not  done  an  extravagant 
thing.  That  a noble  lord  said,  they  did  not 
intend  to  interrupt  the  Commons  in  the  deter- 
mination of  their  elections.  The  Commons 
are  beholden  to  them  for  that ; for  other wisr, 
w hen  they  thought  fit,  they  might  as  well  med- 
dle with  that,  as  several  other  things  they  have 
of  late  taken  upon  them. 

The  Commons  hope  their  lordships  will  con- 
sider what  the  constitution  is,  and  think  it  not 
reasonable,  that  any  part  should  exceed  its  due1 
bounds : but  there  have  been  great  invasions 
made  upon  it  by  their  lordships,  and  some  in- 
stances of  that  kind  have  been  delivered  at  the 
last  Conference ; and  it  would  be  easy  to  shew, 
that  the  judicature  which  of  late  has  been  as- 
sumed by  the  Lords,  is  not  consistent  with  the 
constitution. 

A Writ  of  Error  in  this  case,  th$  Commons 
take  to  be  such : and  the  Commons  would  be 
blamcnhle  for  admitting  of  it,  since  no  such 
Writ  does  lie : and  the  Commons  have  done 
well  in  advising  her  majesty  not  to  grant  it, 
since  it  is  against  the  law:  the  Commons  find 
no  such  Writ  ever  brought. 

It  is  said  their  lordships  will  do  right  to  the 
Commons  upon  it;  hut  the  Commons  can 
never  think  it  reasonable  to  trust  the  liberties 
of  the  people  of  England  to  their  lordships* 
leaaurc,  for  they  that  have  power  to  do  right, 
are  power  to  do  wrong ; awl  power  is  so  often 
abused,  that  the  Commons  can  never  suffer  llie 
Lords  to  assume  this  new  power  to  themselves. 
Were  we  certain  power  could  never  be  abused, 
an  arbitrary,  and  what  is  called  a tyrannical 
power,  would  be  the  best  in  the  world,  for  that, 
not  being  tied  to  any  rule,  would  apply  the 
remedies  proper  in  all  cases;  but  since  this  is 
not  to  be  expected,  the  Commons  were  in  the 
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right  to  stop  this  Writ  of  Error  : they  find  one 
tlnng  lias  bretight  on  anuther ; and  tlrerefore, 
for  the  future,  shall  oppose  any  further  progress 
of  this  nature. 

It  was  further  urged  by  the  Lords,  in  Reply, 
that  if  such  a Wtit  of  Error  wants  a precedent, 
St  is  a new  sort  of  imprisonment  has  occasioned 
this. 

That  the  consequences  urged  by  gentlemen 
cannot  avail. 

That  if  the  law  he  so,  nothing  but  the  legis- 
lature can  alter  it. 

lli  at  It  is  said,  the  Lords  cannot  judge  of  the 
privilege  of  the  House  of  Commons.  They  do 
not  say  they  can ; there  may  be  no  occasion ; 
but  from  precedents  it  appears  they  haye  done 
it  by  W rit  of  Error,  and  at  the  desire  of  the 
Commons. 

That  not  only  the  Lords,  but  all  mankind 
will  judge  of  what  is  not  their  privileges,  if  they 
claim  that  which  neither  sense,  nor  reason,  nor 
law  will  justify. 

That  if  the  Commons  say,  to  bring  an  action 
•t  law  against  persons  not  privileged  is  a breath 
of  privilege,  all  mankind  will  say  it  is  not. 

That  this  comes  upon  a Petition  of  five  men 
to  the  Lords,  setting  forth,  they  have  been  im- 
prisoned by  the  Commons  for  bringing  their 
actions  against  the  constables!  of  Aylesbury, 
and  for  suing  out  writs  of  Habeas  Corpus,  and 
are  at  least  delayed  in  a Writ  of  Error. 

The  question  lies  in  a narrow  compass; 
Whether  they  have  a right  to  bring  their  ac- 
tions at  law  ; if  so,  it  is  injustice  to  imprison 
them  for  doing  it ; 

A hardship  to  deny  them  writs  of  Habeas 
Corpus,  and  a greater  to  imprison  their  counsel 
and  agents  for  endeavouring  to  procure  them 
their  liberty. 

That  their  right  is  settled  bv  a judgment  uf 
law,  which  will  ever  remain,  till  altered  by  the 
legislature. 

That  a Declaration  of  one  House,  or  both 
Houses,  cannot  alter  the  law. 

That  the  Lords  intend  not  to  disturb  the 
Commons  in  the  right  of  judging,  only  as  to 
their  own  members. 

That  the  material  difference  is  between  judg- 
ing of  the  right  of  the  electors,  and  the  right  of 
the  elected. 

And  there  may  be  cases,  ns  here,  where  the 
election  is  not  in  question,  and  yet  the  electors* 
receive  great  damage  in  being  denied  their  vote. 

That  the  right  of  freehold  is  a man’s  birth- 
right, and  cannot  be  taken  from  him  but  by 
law. 

That  if  any  person  be  injured  by  any  officer 
whatsoever,  he  may,  bv  law,  seek  for  repara- 
tion: otherwise,  I here  is  a right  without  a re- 
medy, which  is  no  right  at  all. 

in  answer  to  this,  your  Managers  said,  This 
action  n>  of  the  first  impression ; and  it  is  a good 
argument  no  such  action  lies,  because  none 
was  ever  brought  before,  nnd  especially,  be- 
cause occasions  cannot  lie  presumed  to  have 
been  wanting  in  »very  new  clectiou  of  tacm- 
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I bers  to  sene  in  parliament,  nay  many  more 
! justifiable  than  in  ihe  late  Cese  of  Ashby  tai 
White,  where  the  plaintiff  was  a person  likely 
to  become  chargeable  to  the  parish,  and  there- 
fore removed  by  the  order  of  two  justices  *.  and 
this,  by  the  way,  brings  in  mind  the  printed 
Case  of  Ashby  and  White,  from  the  Report  of 
the  Lords’  Committees,  where  it  is  given  in  an- 
swer, no  such  action  before  was  brought,  that 
few  had  such  a true  English  spirit  as  that 
plaintiff,  though  it  is  said  he  then  was  a collier, 
and  formerly  had  been  an  ostler;  and  bit 
breast,  it  seems,  was  firsf  warmed  with  this 
true  English  spirit,  which  was  rather  a spirit  of 
faction. 

And  it  is  worthy  observation,  that  in  this 
case,  the  costs  and  charges  sustained  by  Ashby, 
nr  somebody  for  biin,  could  not  be  less  than 
tOOL  more  than  tire  costs  and  damages  he  re- 
covered ; so  that  it  was  inftlii  Victoria , and  no 
benefit,  but  a loss  to  him.  A noble  lord  iru 
pleased  to  say  further,  that  though  be  would 
not  pretend  to  judge  pf  the  Commons  pnn- 
leges,  yet  he  might  of  what  was  not  their  pri- 
vi leges.  That  argument  appears  very  strange, 
since  the  Commons  say  the  matter  in  question 
is  their  privilege;  and  if  the  Lords  saying  it  ii 
uot,  is  sufficient  to  divest  them  of  it,  tbe  same 
method  may  divest  tire  Commons  of  all  the 
rest.  Tbe  Commons  are  not  going  about  to 
create  new  privileges,  but  continue  the  pos- 
session of  those  which  their  predecessors  evir 
enjoyed  and  exercised ; and  which  they  thiol 
neiiher  this  or  any  other  future  House  of  Com- 
mons, can  ever  depart  from. 

The  Lords  afterwards  receded  from  t lie  geo e- 
ralily  of  their  second  and  last  Resolutions. 

They  said,  the  second,  so  far  as  that  every 
one  who  apprehends  himself  injured  lias  a right 
to  seek  redress,  was  general,  but  what  follow  fd 
of  an  action  at  law,  w as  confined  to  tbe  present 
case. 

So  the  sixth,  though  it  was  general,  wss  to 
be  understood  in  this  particular  case. 

As  to  what  was  said,  that  none  but  a superior 
court  can  take  cogru/nuce  of  what  another  does, 
it  was  answered,  That  when  the  earl  of  Shafts- 
bury  was  committed  by  the  House  of  lords  for 
a contempt,  lie  was  brought  by  a Habeas 
Corpus  to  the  Court  of  King's-  bench ; This 
was  complained  of  to  the  House  of  Lords,  hut 
they  passed  it  over,  being  of  opinion  a roan 
might  seek  for  liberty  where  be  would. 

The  Lords'  judicature  is  too  sacred  a thing 
to  he  touched. 

Your  Managers  thereupon  returned,  They 
wished  yonr  lordships  itad  said  that  at  the 
beginning,  it  would  have  saved  much  time  and 
shortened  the  debates ; for  tbe  Commons  think 
their  privileges  as  sacred  as  the  lords  can  thor 
Judicature.  Your  Managers  proceeded  tosaji 

That  as  nothing  offered  at  this  Cimfercn<*i 
or  the  last,  was  meant  to  submit  or  lessen  the 
privileges  of  tbe  Commons;  much  less  had  say 
thing  in  the  precedents,  in  the  time  of  queen 
Eliaabeth  and  James  1,  produced  at  the  W 
Conference,  any  tendency  that  way.  • 
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And,  in  answer  to  some  objections  marie  to  minable  by  tlie  Commons,  and  cvcrv  elector's 
tb»*e  precedents,  your  Managers  laid,  the  vote  « ns  examinable  elsewhere,  the  Cwiise- 
Commons  did  not  take  upon  them  to  set  forth  , quence  of  such  different  determinations  is  fully 
the  whole  proceedings,  which  are  very  long;  but  stated,  as  delivered  at  the  last  Conference; 
thoa^l*  they  had  not  their  hooks  there  to  make  • which  common  and  known  difference  of  coming 
out  the  quotations,  can  depend  upon  what  they  ' originally,  or  collaterally  and  incidentally  in 
la«e stated  to  he  true.  | question,  will  answer  the  case  of  the  earl  of 

In  the  pr*  cedent  of  sir  Francis  Goodwin’s  Banbury,  where  the  Order  of  the  House  of 
case,  cited  by  the  Commons,  there  are  no  Lords  came  only  incidentally  in  questiou,  upon 
omissions  that,  duly  considered,  can  make  that  nn  indictment  for  murder  ; not  is  there  any 
ca*  less  to  the  advantage  of  the  Commons,  on  ; injury  in  this  case  that  requires  an  action,  much 
lim  occasion;  for  it  the  word  Order  he  omitted,  { less  damages:  The  elector’s  vote,  upon  every 
;t»d  taking  the  answer  to  have  been,  that  they  [ election,  depends  upon  its  own  true  foundation, 

did  concen  e it  did  not  stand  with  the  honour  * * 

and  order  of  the  House,  to  give  account  of  any 


as  the  elector  then  stands  entitled  by  freehold, 
charter,  or  prescription,  whether  he  was  en- 


ol  their  proceedings  or  doing*,  that  will  little  | titled,  or  was  allowed,  or  refused  at  any  former 
liter  tlie  c i«e,  since  it  is  plain,  from  the  entry  * election,  or  not. 

on  the  J <urii.d,  the  Commons  in  returning  this  j Nor  is  damage  always  necessary  to  a reme- 
aa$wer,h:id  regard  chief))  to  the  precedent  then  dy  ; thot  which  is  specific  and  gives  the  right, 
quoted,  27  Eliz.  when  the  Commons  refused  to  is  the  most  noble  and  compleat  remedy; 
pie  the  Lords  any  reasons  (though  the  Lords  ■ Damages  being  only  secondary,  substituted  by 

.l.  ...  .1  _ /? . .1 l. 


drtirtd  them)  for  the  rejecting,  at  the  first 
uplift*,  a hill  the  Lords  had  sent  down  to  the 
(.oai-aous:  The  Reasons  for  the  Commous  pro- 


way of  recompence  where  the  other  cannot  b# 
had,  as  appears  by  many  instances  in  the  law. 
The  Commons  had  great  reason  to  assert 


cwdnrgs  in  this  case  were  prepared  by  them-  j their  ancient  right,  and  withstand  these  late  and 
•d*e»,  which  they  did  communicate  to  the  new  attempts  upon  the  constitution,  which  in 
LaHs;  but  the  Lords  were  not  to  add  or  di-  1 every  step  have  been  unprecedented;  viz.  thd 
fflmidi:  And  though  some  Lords  were  present  action,  the  Habeas  Corpus,  and  the  Writ  of 
»td>e  Commons  delivering  their  reasons,  there  Error. 

h a material  distinction,  upon  the  Commons  j The  action  was  never  known,  though  the  like 
Journals,  of  those  Lords  being  pre»ent%ns  Lords  occasions  have  been  as  frequent  ns  elections, 


of  the  Council,  and  not  as  Lords  of  the  parlia- 
ment. 

Aud  the  noble  Lord  who  took  notice  of  the 
Commons  iu  the  staling  of  this  case,  and  pre- 
loaded  to  state  it  fully  and  truly  himself,  omitted, 
tut  the  new  writ  was  ordered  to  issue  at  the 
rrqueH  of  sir  Francis  Goodwin,  by  1m  letter; 
•fuch,  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  House,  was 
end  and  entered  on  the  Journal,  before  any 
^onnois  for  the  new  election  was  made. 

Iu  that  of  the  28th  of  Eliz.  the  Commons  d d 
*or,  at  the  la*t  Conference,  omit  to  take  no- 
tice of  ihe  judges*  determination;  but  it  is  justly 
•turd  as  a mutter  the  Commons,  in  the  exomi- 
iition  of  that  cose,  were  informed  of,  hut  did 
**  respect ; the  Commons  then  asserting  them- 
*dfe>  to  have  the  sole  determination  of  that 
cue. 

Your  Managers  further  urtied,  Though  the 


unle*s  these  Aylesbury  tncu  have  more  re- 
fined notions  of  their  nghts  and  privilege*  than 
others  ever  had. 

As  to  the  Habeas  Corpus,  the  argument  id 
so  much  stronger  as  liberty  is  nearer  than 
Property. 

As  to  the  Writ  of  Error,  though  the  Lords 
Resolution  is  general,  they  now  assert  it  to  be 
of  right  only  111  this  case 

As  the  Commons,  at  the  last  Conference, 
waved  the  point  of  a Writ  of  Error  being  Of 
light  or  of  grace,  so  they  do  now,  not  by  way 
of  admission,  but  as  it  is  not  material  in  this 
case.  t 

But  thus  much  rany  be  observed,  that  this  is 
not  the  common  case,  where  the  question  arises 
and  falls  under  the  determination  of  the  Judge  s 
of  the  law,  which  is  of  petitions  of  right,  and 
Writs  of  Error  in  the  courts  of  West  minster. 


Commons  do  not  submit  their  privileges,  it  jnay  (as  that  of  sir  Thomas  Armstrong  was)  where 
u - ....  . .t  I : ... . ||,(.rc  j*  ,s  in  the  room  of  a 


‘ proper  to  ascertain  what  they  claim,  with  \ the  queen  is  party: 

time 


d*  reasons  why  thry  are  at  this  time  the  j suit  against  the  crown,  aud  it  denied,  the  party 
®ore  concerned  to  oppose  all  attempts  upon  I lies  no  remedy. 

tan.  * I This  Petition  to  the  queen,  for  a Writ  of 


They  do  agree  the  right  of  voting  may  be 
P'-noded  upou  freehold,  charter,  or  prescrip- 
•»-i;  sod  they  do  not  preteud  to  draw  them 
taa*  courts  of  common-law,  when,  as  such, 
come  there  originally,' immediately  and 
Meetly  in  question. 

Bot  it  is  m plain,  when  the  right  of  voting 
a au  election  is  the  fifing  originally,  imme- 


F.rror  in  parliament,  is  properly  u parliamentary' 
case,  aud  is  the  same  when  the  queen  is  party 
or  not;  and  seems  some  remnant  of  our  ancient 
constitution,  where  all  petitions  were  to  the 
king  m parliament,  or  to  the  king  find  his  great 
council,  which  was  distinct  from  the  House  of 
Peer®,  and  were  examined  by  triers,  whether  ft 
for  the  parliament  to  proceed  upon,  or  not; 


dbtdy  and  directly  in  question,  that  is  solely  ( and  to  say,  that  upon  such  examination,  they 
rtnahle  in  the  House  of  Commons,  dr  hose  j could  not  be  rejected,  is  to  say,  that  exnmina* 
'termination  is  the  standing  rule  for  nil  ' insumihranf.  And.  it  in  this 

i^ac»:  And  if  the  elections  only  were  txa- 


TuL  TU 


tiou  was  insignificant.  And,  if  in  this  case  xio 
Writ  uf  Error  lies,  it  cannot  then  be  said,  that 
(l  E 


4Ii>] 

ihe  denying  of  it  is  an  obstruction  of  justice, 
or  contrary  to  Ma^na  Cliarta. 

That  a Writ  of  Error  lies  not  in  any  pro- 
ceeding on  any  Habeas  Corpus,  has  been  the 
uniform  opinion  of  former  times,  as  appears  in 
the  Cose  of  the  City  of  London,  7 Jac.  reported 
by  the  Lord  Chie£>  Justice  Coke,  in  his  eighth 
Report,  where  one  under  an  arrest,,  for  the 
the  penalty  in  a by-law,  brought  his  Habeas 
Corpus,  and  the  judges  took  it  for  a ground, 
that  no  issue  or  demurrer  could  be  joined  upon 
the  leturn,  nor  could  any  Writ  of  Error  lie 
upon  tbe»r  award;  and  upon  that,  as  a prin- 
ciple, grounded  their  resolution,  fol.  128. 

And  that  this  never  came  directly  in  ques- 
tion, is  because  a Writ  of  Error  in  such  case 
was  never  asked,  much  less  had,  upon  a bare 
commitment  of  any  court  whatsoever:  And  it  is 
hard  to  imagine  that  there  is  any  lawful  resort 
or  appeal  for  liberty,  left  untried  at  this  day, 
when  so  many,  in  all  times,  have  bud  occasion 
to  apply  for  it ; especially  considering  the 
frequent  commitments  of  both  Houses  of  par- 
liament. 

That  the  Commons  are  not  surprized,  to 
find  the  Lords  make  such  a shew  of  submitting 
their  privileges  to  the  courts  of  Westminster, 
when  it  is  in  order  to  draw  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  both  Houses  to  their  own  final  de- 
termination , and  much  less  when  tliey  con- 
sider how  insignificant  all  courts  of  justice  are 
rendered,  while  their  lordahipi  exercise-  the 
last  resort  in  judicature. 

The  several  attempts  in  the  way  of  judi- 
cature, which  have  been  umde  upon  the  con- 
stitution, are  so  many  reasons  for  the  Commons 
at  last  to  make  a stand. 

The  very  form  of  the  Writs  of  Error  in  par- 
liament is  altered  in  a most  material  part. 

It  is  still  returnable  into  parliament  gene- 
rally ; nud  the  judgmeut  is  entered,  * per  Cur* 

* Parliament!.’ 

But  wltere  the  ancient  form,  which  appears 
in  Rost  all’s  Entries,  fol.  302,  was,  * Ut  de  con- 
4 cilio  et  advisaioento,  dominorum  spiritualiuin 
‘ et  temporalium  ac  comm uoita turn  in  parlia- 
‘ raento  nostro  exitentium  ulterius  pro  errore 

* corrigendo  fieri  faciainus  quod  de  jure,  &c.' 
Oflate,  as  appears  by  a Writ  of  Error,  printed 
in  the  lord  chief-justice  .Saunders’s  second 
Report,  fol.  223,  (and  agreeable  to  that  are 
ull  the  modern  ones)  that  word  • communi- 
tnturn"  is  omitted. — This  is  only  touched  for  an 
instance,  that  even  the  highest  Records,  which 
ought  to  derive  to  us  our  Jaws  and  constitution 
pure  and  entire,  have  been  corrupted. 

And  to  proceed  to  instance  some  modern 
innovations  upon  our  constitution,  in  point  of 
Judicature : 

In  Dec.  18.  Jac.  1.  It  appears  by  the 
Lords’ Journal,  that  on  Appeal  to  the  Lords 
from  a court  of  equity,  was  by  them  acknow- 
ledged to  be  as  new  and  unprecedented,  as  any 
of  the  attempts  which  occasion  the  present 
Conference.— 

Here  the  Lords  interrupted  your  Managers, 
aflirmiug,  That  they  wore  restrained  from  en- 


tcring  into  debate  of  their  judicature  of  appeal* 
from  equity,  ns  foreign  from  the  subject-matter 
of  the  last  Conference.  But  it  was  answered, 
and  insisted  by  your  Managers,  that  (his  »u 
part  of  the  matter  offered  at  the  last  Con- 
ference. 

And  your  managers  declared,  That  they  had 
more  to  offer,  and  were  ready  to  proceed  upon 
the  subject-matter  of  the  last  Conference,  in 
such  manner  as  they  thought  their  duty  to  the 
Commons  of  England  required,  if  their  lord- 
ships  thought  fit  to  hear  them : whereupon 
the  Lords  did  rise,  and  broke  off  the  Con- 
ference. 

Resolved,  “ That  the  proceedings  of  this 
House,  in  relation  to  the  Aylesbury  Men,  com- 
mitted by  this  House  for  a breach  of  privi- 
lege, and  the-othcr  proceedings  of  this  Howe, 
in  that  matter,  nrc  in  maintenance  of  the  an- 
cient and  undoubted  rights  and  privileges  of 
the  Commons  of  England.” 

Ordered,  “That  all  proceedings,  in  relation 
to  the  Aylesbory  Men,  committed  by  this 
House,  and  the  Report*  of  the  Lords’  Journal, 
and  Reports  of  the  Conference,  and  ol  the  Fr«< 
Conference,  be  printed.” 

Representation  and  Address  of  the  Lords,  on 
the  Commitment  of  the  five  Aylesbury  Men.) 
March  13.  Upon  the  commitment  of  these 
five  Aylesbury  men,  and  their  being  remand- 
ed to  Newgate,  * the  House  of  Lords  drew 
up  the  following  Representation  ami  Ad- 
dress, viz. 

The  Humble  Hlpiif.sf.ntation  and  Abdbks 
of  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords  Spi- 
ritual and  Temporal,  in  Parliament  as- 
sembled, presented  to  her  Majesty  the 
14th  day  of  March,  1704,  and  her  Ma- 
jesty’s most  gracious  Answer  thereunto: 
with  their  Lordship's  Thanks  for  the  same, 

We  your  majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyak 
subjects,  the  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal  in 
parliament  assembled,  are  under  an  unavoid- 
able necessity  of  making  our  humble  applica- 
tion to  your  majesty,  upon  an  occasion,  wliichr 
as  it  is  very  grievous  to  us,  so  we  fear  it  mat 
be  uneasy  to  your  majesty  : but  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  House  of  Commons,  in  relation  to 
five  burgesses  of  the  town  of  Aylesbury,  Johu 
Paty,  John  Oviat,  John  Baton,  Henry  Bas*e, 
and  Daniel  Horne,  have  been  so  very  extra- 
ordinary, that  the  consequences  of  such  pro- 
ceedings may  prove  so  fatal  to  the  properties 
i and  liberties  of  the  people  of  England,  and  so 
directly  tend  to  the  interruption  of  the  course 
of  justice,  to  the  eluding  the  judicature  of 
parliament,  and  to  the  diminution  of  your  royal 
prerogative,  that  we  cannot  answer  it  to  your 
majesty,  to  the  kingdom,  and  to  ourselves, 
without  setting  them  before  you  in  a due  light. 

One  Matthew  Ashby,  a burgess  of  the  bo- 
rough of  Aylesbury,  brought  an  action  upon 
the  case  at  common  law,  against  the  consta- 
bles of  the  town  of  Aylesbury  (being  the 
proper  officers  to  return  members  to  serve  i» 
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pxrliameut  for  that  place)  for  having,  by  con* 
trirancc,  fraudulently  and  maliciously  hin- 
dered him  to  give  his  vote  at  an  election.  In 
this  tetiou  a verdict  was  found  for  him;  but 
judgment  was  given  against  him  in  your  ma- 
jesty's court  of  Queen's- Bench,  which  was  re- 
versed upon  a Writ  of  Error  brought  in  parlia- 
ment; where  he  obtained  judgment  torecover 
bij  damages  for  the  injury,  and  afterwards  had 
elocution  upon  that  judgment. 

The  fire  persons  above-named  being  bur- 
jwes  of  the  same  borough,  and  having  (as 
they  conceived)  had  the  like  wrong  done  them 
hj  die  constables  there,  aud  supposing  the  law 
to  be  equally  open  to  all  Englishmen,  did 
severally  commence  and  prosecute  actions 
«{ire>t  those  officers,  in  order  to  recover  their 
damages.  And  for  so  doing,  they  were  sent 
form  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
commuted  prisoneisto  Newgate,  the  fifth  day 
of  December  Inst,  during  the  pleasure  of  the 
Haase  of  Common-*,  as  having  acted  contrary 
to  the  declaration,  in  contempt  of  the  juris- 
diction, and  in  breach  of  the  privileges  of  that 
House. 

T!**e  proceedings  are  wholly  new  and  un- 
precedented. It  is  the  birthright  of  every  Eng- 
lishman, who  apprehends  himself  to  be  injured, 
to«ck  for  redress  in  your  majesty's  courts  of 
justice : and  if  there  can  be  any  power  can 
frntroul  this  right,  and  can  prescribe  when  lie 
ihall,  nnd  when  he  shall  not  be  allowed  the 
benefit  of  the  laws,  he  ceases  to  be  a freeman, 
bis  liberty  and  property  are  precarious, 
tbe  crown  lays  claim  to  no  such  power  ; and 
*e  are  sure  the  law  has  trusted.no  such  autho- 
nty  with  any  subjects  whatsoever.  If  a man 
susuke*  his  case,  in  believing  himself  to  have 
a good  cause  of  suit,  when  he  has  not;  if  he 
rabtakes  his  court,  by  applying  to  an  incom- 
petent jurisdiction,  he  will  fail  of  relief,  and  be 
®irle  liable  to  costs,  but  to  no  other  punish- 
ment: he  is  not  guilty  of  a crime,  nor  is  it  a 
contempt  of  tlie  court  that  has  the  proper 
jurisdiction. 

But  these  men  were  guilty  of  no  mistake  : 
the  point  of  law  was  settled  by  the  judgment 
of  that  court,  which  is  allowed  to  he  the  last 
raort ; and  this  will  continue  to  be  the  law, 
uwil  it  be  altered  by  the  legislative  authority. 
They  saw  their  neighbour  quietly  and  unmo- 
»«t«d  reap  the  fruit  of  the  judgment  he  had 
obtained ; and  yet,  for  pursuing  the  same  re- 
“fcdj,  they  are  condemned  to  on  indefinite  im- 
pnsoomenr,  during  the  pleasure  of  the  House 
of  Commons.  This  method  does  introduce  on 
^certainty  and  confusion  never  before  known 

England.  The  most  arbitrary  governments 
cannot  shew  more  direct  instances  of  partiality 
“d  oppression.  The  point  of  law  is  judicially 
*ttled ; and  yet  the  House  of  Commons  take 
••poo  them  to  punish  men  by  imprisonment, 
for  endeavouring  to  have  the  benefit  of  what 
b to  established  for  low. 

We  humbly  observe  to  your  majesty  that 
d*  first  thing,  they  alledged  in  the  warrant  of 
cyomjimeut,  as  to  the  offence  of  these  five 


persons,  is,  that  those  actions  were  brought 
contrary  to  a declaration  of  the  House  of 
Commons. 

It  was  never  yet  heard  (when  there  was  a 
House  of  Lords  in  being,  and  a king  or  queeu 
upon  the  throne)  that  the  House  of  Commons 
alone  claimed  a power,  by  any  declaration  of 
theirs,  to  alter  the  law,  or  to  restrain  the  people 
of  England  from  taking  the  benefit  of  it ; nor 
have  their  declarations  any  such  authority,  ns 
to  t/blige  men  to  submit  to  them  at  the  peril  of 
their  liberty.  If  they  have  such  a power  in  any 
case,  they  may  appty  it  to  all  cases  as  they 
please;  for  when  the  law  is  no  longer  the 
measure,  will  nnd  pleasure  will  be  the  only  rule. 

The  certainty  of  our  laws  is  that  which 
makes  ti>e  chief  felicity  of  Englishmen : but 
if  the  House  of  Commons  can  alter  the  laws  by 
the  Declarations,  or  (which  is  the  same  thing) 
cun  deprive  men  of  their  liberty  if  they  go 
about  to  take  the  benefit  of  them,  we  shall  have 
no  longer  reason  to  boast  of  that  part  of  out 
constitution. 

The  next  thing  alledged  in  the  Warrant  is, 
that  the  commencing  and  prosecuting  these 
actions,  was  contempt  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
House  of  Commons.  Such  a jurisdiction  was 
never  claimed  by  the  House  of  Commons,  till 
upon  this  occasion;  nnd  if  this  novelty  of  & 
jurisdiction  be  founded  on  their  new  authority 
of  declaring,  they  will  stand  and  fall  together. 

The  House  of  Commons  have  for  a long  time 
exercised  a jurisdiction  over  their  own  members 
by  allowing  or  disallowing  their  elections,  as 
they  saw  cause : but  they  have  never  before 
entertained  a notion,  that  they  had  a juris- 
diction over  their  electors,  to  determine  (finally 
and  exclusively  of  all  other  courts)  the  parti- 
cular rights  of  those  to  whom  they  owe  their 
being. 

Your  majesty's  royal  writ  commands,  that 
the  several  electors  make  choice  of  persons  to 
represent  them  in  parliament,  in  order  to  do 
and  consent  to  sucb  things  as  should  be  or- 
dained there,  relating  to  the  state  aud  defence 
of  the  kingdom  nnd  the  church,  for  which  the 
parliament  is  called  : and  they  obey  the  com- 
mand, in  proceeding  to  chuse  members  for  the 
parliament  then  summoned  ; but  neither  the 
writ  which  requires  them  to  chuse,  nor  the 
indenture  by  which  the  return  is  made,  import 
any  thing  whereby  it  may  be  inferred,  that  the 
electors  put  into  the  power  of  their  represen- 
tatives, their  several  rights  of  elections,  to  he 
finally  disposed  of  at  their  pleasure. 

It  was  an  interest  vested  in  them  by  law 
before  the  election,  and  which  the  law  will 

fireserve  to  them,  to  be  exercised  agaiu  in  the 
ike  manner,  when  your  majesty  shall  be  pleased 
to  call  another  parliament. 

It  was  not  possible  for  the  electors  to  suspect 
that  such  a pretence  would  ever  be  set  up  by 
their  representatives,  when,  in  the  course  of 
so  many  ages,  the  House  of  Comrrtbhs  had 
never  taken  upon  them  to  try  or  determine 
the  right  of  any  particular  elector,  unless  inci- 
dently,  and  only  in  order  to  decide  a question, 
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of  the  title  of  some  member  of  their  own  House 
to  sit  amongst  them. 

The  right  of  election  is  a legal  interest  inci- 
dent to  the  freehold,  or  founded  upon  custom, 
or  the  letters  patents  of  your  majesty's  royal 
ancestors,  or  upon  particular  acts  of  parlia<- 
meut,  aud  must  be  tried  and  determined  like 
other  legal  interests  ; And  this  consideration 
does  manifestly  shew  the  absurdity  of  pretend- 
ins,  that  such  rights  can  be  decided  by  the 
House  of  Commons,  where  there  is  neither  a 
power  of  administering  an  oath,  in  order  to  dis- 
cover the  truth,  nor  u power  of  giving  damages, 
which  is  the  only  reparation  the  elector  is  ca- 
pable of  receiving  in  such  a case.  Therefore, 
if  the  electors,  when  they  are  deprived  of  their 
rights,  have  no  place  to  resort  to,  hut  the 
House  of  Commons,  the  right  of  election  would 
be  a right  without  a remedy,  which  indeed  is 
no  right  at  all. 

And  it  is  put  into  the  power  of  the  officers, 
who  bare  the  return  of  members  to  sen  e in 
parliament,  to  reject  the  votes  of  as  many  elec- 
tors ns  they  phase,  without  being  liable  to 
make  any  reparation  in  damages  to  the  parties  ; 
which  is  a notion  not  very  likely  to  preserve  the 
freedom  and  impartiality  of  elections. 

The  third  thing  alledgcd  against  these  men 
in  the  warrant  of  commitment  is,  that  by  bring- 
ing these  actions  they  have  broken  the  privi- 
lege of  the  House  of  Commons.  A breach  of 
the  privileges  of  parliament  is  certainly  a great 
offence ; and,  of  ail  others,  the  Hour  of  Lords 
ough:  t ) be  the  last  who  should  go  about  to 
lesse  i or  excuse  it,  as  having  a like  interest 
with  the  Commons  in  the  preservation  of  the 
privileges  of  parliament. 

But  however  it  might  seem  the  interest  of 
the  Lord*  to  be  silent,  while  the  House  of 
Commons  are  setting  a-foot  new  pretences  of 
privilege,  because  they  may  share  in  the  ad- 
vantage ; yet  we  think  it  our  duty  and  our  in- 
terest, to  do  all  we  can  to  presene  the  consti- 
tution entire,  and  not  to  sit  quiet  when  we  see 
innovations  attempted,  which  tend  to  the  dimi- 
nution of  the  rights  of  the  crown,  or  to  the  pre- 
judice of  the  subject:  Because  the  best  and 

surest  way  to  preserve  the  rightful  privileges  of 
parliament,  is  to  abide  by  those  that  are  cer- 
tain and  known  ; and  it  is  not  in  the  power  of 
either,  or  both  Houses,  to  create  new  privileges 
to  themselves. 

It  never  was  thought  a breach  of  the  privi- 
leges of  parliament,  to  prosecute  an  action 
against  any  man,  who  was  not  entitled  to  privi- 
lege of  parliament;  and  therefore  since  the 
constables  of  Aylesbury  had  no  privilege  of 
parliament,  at  the  time  when  those  actions 
were  commenced  or  prosecuted,  we  cannot 
imagine,  upon  what  foundation  the  pursuing 
these  actions  can  he  voted  a breach  of  privilege 
by  the  House  of  Commons. 

It  seems  very  necessary  it  should  be  known 
upon  what  rule  this  pretence  is  grounded,  that 
the  people  of  England  may  be  at  a certainty, 
•nd  see  some  limits  set  to  the  claims  of  privi- 
lege. To  6erre  the  turn,  it  hath  been  said, 


there  are  privileged  casts,  as  well  as  privileged 
persons;  hut  no  instance  has  been  produced, 
whereby  this  di>tinction  can  he  applied  to  jus- 
tify there  commitments. 

Actions  at  common  law  have  been  brought 
upon  false  returns  and  double  returns  of  mem- 
bers to  serve  in  parliament,  as  in  the  caves  of 
sir  Samuel  Barnardiston  and  Mr.  Onslow, 
which  proceeded  to  Judgment,  and  a Writ  ®l 
Error  was  brought  in  one  of  them,  and  the 
plaintiffs  could  not  prevail  in  either  of  tin** 
suits  ; and  yet  it  was  never  pretended,  that  the 
commencing  or  prosecuting  tho^c  actons  was  a 
breach  of  privilege  of  parliament ; nor  were 
the  persons  concerned  in  them  imprisoned  or 
censured,  though  there  was  a much  greater  co- 
lour for  such  a pretence  in  those  cases,  because 
the  question  there  directly  concerned  ti.e  right 
of  silting  in  parliament ; and  consequent! j 
those  would  have  been  indeed  privileged  cases, 
il*  any  sucii  distinction  had  been  once  thought 
of  iu  those  days:  Whereas  in  ll»e  actions 

brought  by  these  five  men,  neither  the  plaintiff* 
nor  defendant*  were  numbers  of  parhameut, 
nor  did  the  actions  relate  in  any  manner  to  the 
right  of  silting  there. 

The  opinion  of  the  House  of  Commons,  &t 
that  time,  was  very  different  from  what  it  is 
now. 

Whm  the  Judgment  of  the  King's-bench 
(where  sir  Matthew  Hale  sat  then  Chief  Jus* 
lice)  w hich  passed  in  favour  of  sir  Samuel  B*r- 
iiurdiston,  iliac  the  action  whs  n an.taiaable, 
was  reserved  in  the  Exchequer-Chamber,  ike 
House  of  Commons  was  so  far  from  thinking 
it  for  their  advantage,  to  have  their  members 
deprived  of  the  benefit  of  the  common  law, 
that  in  the  year  1679,  a committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  enquire  touching  the  reversing  that 
Judgment,  and  by  whose  procurement  aud  so- 
licitation, and  by  what  ways  and  means,  the 
same  was  reversed,  and  the  names  of  the  parti- 
cular judge*  that  were  concerned  : And  when 

afterwards  that  Judgment  in  the  Exchequer- 
Chamber  was  affirmed  in  pn:  lianu-ut,  the 
House  of  Commons  never  thought  themselves 
secure  against  the  corruptions  of  the  officers, 
who  were  to  lake  the  poll,  and  make  return  at 
elections,  till  they  had  got  an  act  in  the  7th 
and  8th  years  of  the  late  king,  which  gare  u 
remedy  in  Westminster-hall  for  false  and  dou- 
ble returns;  so  little  contented  were  they,  in 
their  own  cases,  with  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  the  remedy  to  be  had 
there,  which  now  they  so  fiercely  contend  their 
electors  should  entirely  acquiesce  in  : A»  d we 

cannot  but  think  it  manifest  partiality  iu 
those  gentlemen,  to  go  about,  by  such  violent 
means,  to  deprive  tbeir  elector*  of  recovering  of 
damages,  when  they  are  wronged  in  being  de- 
prived of  giving  votes,  since  they  thought  it  ne- 
cessary for  themsrlves  to  have  that  advantage, 
when. they  are  injured  iu  their  own  elections. 

The  sufferings  of  these  unfortunate  men  have 
not  ended  here,  and  the  rights  of  the  free-born 
subjects  of  Eugland  hare  received  a (uniter 
and  no  less  dangerous  wound,  in  their  persons. 
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These  fire  men  Laving  endured  a long  and 
ciiargeshle  imprisonment,  and  despairing  of 
ikir  liberty  any  other  way,  were  advised  to 
wool  Writs  of  llaliea*  Corpus,  returnable  in 
tear  cujestj'a  Court  of  Qiieen’s-bencb,  hoping 
to  obuia  their  discharge  by  the  help  of  that 
court,  where  the  Judgment  ought  to  he  given 
according  to  the  laws  of  the  land,  without  re- 
rsrJto  doy  Votes,  or  Declarations,  or  coro- 
«auds  to  the  contrary : But  this  endeavour 

pred  unsuccessful,  and  they  were  remanded 
tj-Sewgateby  three  of  the  judges  of  that  court, 
wwrtnrto  the  opinion  of  the  Lord  Chief  Jus- 
te Hon. 

W«  shall  not  presume  to  offer  any  opinion 
n jour  majesty,  upon  occasion  of  this  Judg- 
w«it,  at  presenr,  because  it  is  not  regularly 
boagte  before  tl»e  House  ; and  we  only  meu- 
tioa  it,  became  the  House  of  Cotnmons  took 
skj a&ace  at  the  bringing  these  Writs  of  Hu- 
Corpus,  that,  on  the  21th  of  February 
Ik,  they  voted,  that  whoever  had  abetted,  pro- 
«*«i,  countenanced,  or  assisted  the  prosecu 
to*  of  those  writs,  were  disturbers  of  the 
f*»f*of  the  kingdom,  and  hud  endeavoured, 
uh;  as  in  them  lay,  to  overthrow  the  rights 
privileges  of  the  Commons  in  parlinmt  m 
Tins  is  a heavy  charge ; and  if  it  be  so  crimi- 
nal a thing  for  a prisoner  to  pray  a Habeas 
Cffpw,  ic  does  not  onlv  affect  those  who  art* 
« prrsc.it  concerned,  hut  ought  to  touch  every 
Cconttner  of  England,  in  the  most  sensible 
•awr. 

Liberty  of  person  is,  of  all  rights,  t lie  most 
rjisabie;  and  of  which,  above  all  other  things, 
■t  hit  of  England  is  most  tender,  and  has 
fwded  with  the  greatest  care,  having  provided 
of  several  kinds,  for  the  relief  of  men  re- 
sumed of  their  liberty,  upon  any  pretence,  or 
•J  power  whatsoever  ; that  so  in  every 
they  may  have  some  place  to  resort  to, 
account  may  be  taken  of  the  reason 
*od  manner  of  the  imprisonment,  and  the  sub- 
Jttouyfiod  a proper  relief  according  to  his 
civ. 

^ ’ crime  whatsoever  does  put  an  English* 
>nto  so  miserable  a condition,  that  he  may 
endeavour,  in  the  met  hods  of  law,  to  obtain 
la  liberty ; that  he  may  not,  by  his  friemls 
fdsjWKi,  sue  out  r Habeas  Corpus,  and  have 
!*»*i*taaceof  solicitors  and  counsel,  to  plead 
tuicuae  before  the  court  where  he  is  to  be 
ktt^ht. 

court  is  bound  by  the  law  to  assign  him 
c»sel.  if  there  lie  occasion,  and  to  give  Judg- 
upon  his  ca^e,  as  it  stands  upon  the  re- 
608  the  Habeas  Corpus,  and  have  the  as- 
of  solicitors  and  counsel,  to  plead  his 
'on*  before  the  court  where  lie  is  to  be  brought, 
ii*  court  is  bound  by  the  law  to  assign  him 
if  there  be  occasion,  and  to  give  Judg- 
* 1 upoo  his  case,  as  it  stands  upon  the  re- 
the  Habeas  Corpus,  and  to  remrAd, 
bail  the  prisoner,  as  the  cause  of 
‘^•■itment  appears  there  sufficient  or  in- 
in  i and  if  what  is  aJledged  as  the 
^ of  imprisonment  appears  to  be  no  crime 


in  law,  it  is  not  the  authority  of  those  who  made 
the  commitment,  that  can  excuse  that  court  for 
remanding  the  prisoner. 

'Ibis  is  the  law  of  England;  But,  according 
to  these  Resolutions  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
if  a roan  has  the  unhappiness  (though  through 
ignorance  or  mistake)  to  do  an  act  which  shall 
he  voted  a breach  of  privilege,  he  becomes  in  a 
worse  condition  than  any  felon  or  traitor;  his 
confinement  makes  it  impossible  for  him  in  per- 
son to  solicit  and  procure  a Habeas  Corpus,  and, 
if  auy  have  clianty  enough  to  assist  him,  or  to 
plead  for  him,  in  order  to  shew  to  the  Court 
(he  insufficiency  of  the  commitment  in  matter  of 
law,  they  become  liable  to  lose  their  own  liberty, 
and  are  involved  in  the  same  guilt  of  breach  of 
privilege;  So  that  let  the  imprisonment  be 
upon  the  most  trifling  occasion  imaginable,  if 
it  be  by  order  of  the  House  of  Commons,  every 
Commoner  must  submit  to  it  wii  bout  redress, 
no  friends  can  help  them,  no  other  authority 
can  deliver  them,  till  your  majesty  shall  put  an 
end  to  that  session. 

The  Lords  have  as  just  a concern  as  the 
House  of  Commons  can  have,  to  maintain  the 
authority,  and  keep  up  the  awe  of  parlia- 
memary  commitments:  And  they  will  always 
do  it,  as  fur  as  justice  and  the  usage  of  podia* 
incuts  will  allow. 

There  have  been  cases,  particularly  that  of 
the  eailofShaftsbury,  where  persons  committed 
by  the  House  of  Lords,  even  members  of  that 
House,  have  sued  out  writs  of  Habeas  Corpus; 
and  upon  the  return  of  those  writs,  have  been 
brought  before  the  court  of  King’s  Bench,  and 
their  counsel  have  been  beard  on  their  behalf ; 
and  yet  no  censure  ever  passed  upon  rhera  for 
these  endeavour-  to  obtain  their  liberty,  or 
upon  tlieir  agei.ts,  solicitors,  or  counsel. 

The  House  of  Commons  formerly  acted  with 
more  reserve  upon  so  nice  an  occasion,  ns  the 
liberty  of  the  subject;  (or  in  the  year  1680, 
w hen  a writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  was  served  upon 
the  seijeant  at  arms  attending  the  House  of 
Commons,  in  the  behalf  of  Mr.  Sheridan,  who 
stood  committed  by  order  of  tliat  House ; after 
(he  Home  was  made  acquainted,  thui  such 
a writ  was  served  upon  their  officer,  :ind  had 
entered  into  very  long  debates  upon  the  matter, 
they  did  not  think  fit  to  interpose  nor  pass  any 
censures  upon  the  persons  concerned  in  pro- 
curing the  writ,  or  in  appearing  in  behalf  oi  the 
risoners;  hut  left  the  seijeant  at  arms  at  li- 
erty  to  obey  the  command  of  the  Habeas 
Corpus;  which  he  did  accordingly,  by  carrying 
Ins  prisoner  before  the  judge,  where  the  Habeas 
Corpus  was  returnable. 

The  House  of  Commons  have,  in  former 
ages,  shewn  a great  and  steady  concern  for  tho 
freedom  of  the  persons  of  their  fellow  subjects; 
and  upon  their  petitions  many  excellent  laws 
have  been  made,  to  protect  hherry  against  all 
unlawful  restraints  by  any  authority,  even  that 
of  the  crown  : But  now  it  is  insisted  that  their 
own  imprisonments  are  out  of  the  reach  of 
those  laws,  and  their  legality  not  to  be  exa- 
mined. 
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In  the  3rd  year  of  the  reign  of  your  royal 
grandfather,  the  House  of  Commons  made  a 
noble  stand  for  the  English  liberties,  and  shew- 
ed, by  undeniable  evidence,  that  tlie  causes  of 
the  imprisonment  must  be  expressed  in  all 
cases,  that  so  it  might  appear,  upon  the  return 
of  the  Habeas  Corpus,  whether  they  were  suf- 
ficient in  point  of  law. 

It  could  not  then  have  been  imagined,  that 
the  successors  of  those  men  would  ever  have 
pretended  to  an  arbitrary  and  unlimited  power 
of  depriving  their  fellow  subjects  of  their  liber- 
ties, or  to  vote  it  to  he  criminal  so  much  as  to 
enquire  into  the  validity  of  their  commitments. 

There  is  another  occasion  of  offence,  which 
the  House  of  Commons  hare  taken  against 
John  Paly  and  John  Oviat,  two  of  these  pri- 
soners, who  thinking  themselves  wronged  in 
their  being  remanded  to  Newgate,  by  the  opi- 
nion of  the  major-number  of  the  judges  of  the 
•court  of  Queen’s  Bench,  humbly  petitioned 
our  majesty  for  a Writ  of  Error,  in  order  to 
ring  this  judgment  before  your  majesty  in 
parliament:  and  it  is  certain  the  subject  is 
never  concluded  by  any  judgment,  till  he  comes 
to  the  last  resort  fixed  by  the  law  in  this  case. 

The  House  of  Commons  being  informed  of 
these  petitions,  came  to  a Resolution,  which 
they  laid  before  your  majesty,  that  the  commit- 
ments of  that  House  were  not  examinable  in 
any  other  courts  whatsoever;  that  no  Writ  of 
Error  lay  in  this  case ; and  that  as  they  had 
expressed  their  duty  to  your  mnjesty  in  Riving 
dispatch  to  the  supplies,  mi  they  had  an  entire 
confidence  in  your  majesty,  that  you  would  not 
give  leave  for  the  bringing  any  Writ  of  Error. 

The  first  position  in  this  vote  is  very  general, 
and  the  consequences  of  it  are  plain ; if  the 
commitments  of  the  House  of  Commons  are 
examinable  in  no  other  place,  then  no  man  in 
England,  how  insolent  soever,  is  secure  of  his 
liberty  longer  than  the  House  of  Commons 
pleases ; and  men  may  be  allowed  at  least  to 
wish  that  it  were  not  so,  though  they  may  have 
a very  high  opinion  of  the  justice  of  tlmt  House. 

It  has  been  held  as  an  undeniable  maxim, 
that  whoever  executes  an  illegal  command,  to 
the  prejudice  of  his  fellow  subjects,  must  be 
answerable  for  it  to  the  party  grieved. 

Let  it  be  supposed  then,  tlmt  an  action  of 
false  imprisonment  was  brought  against  the 
aetjeant  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  that 
the  defendant  justifies  his  taking  the  plaintiff 
into  custody,  hy  virtue  of  a warrant  of  that 
House,  and  it  appears  upon  the  face  of  the 
warrant,  that  the  cause  of  the  commitment  was 
no  crime  in  law,  and  the  plaintiff  demurs,  what 
must  the  judges  do  in  such  a case?  Will  it  be 
possible  for  them  to  avoid  examining  into  the 
commitment  and  so  give  judgment  one  way  or 
oilier?  Or  can  it  be  pretended,  that  a Writ  of 
Error  may  not  be  brought  upon  such  a judg- 
ment ? And  is  not  the  Court,  before  which  the 
Writ  of  Error  is  brought,  under  a necessity  to 
do  justice  thereupon,  ns  the  law  requires? 

As  to.the  second  thing  they  have  taken  upon 
them  to  assert,  that  no  Writ  of  Error  lies  io 
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the  case,  we  affirm  to  your  majesty  with  pest 
assurance,  that,  by  our  constitution,  tlie  House 
of  Commons  have  no  right  or  pretence  to  de- 
termine whether  that  be  so  or  not,  the  right  of 
judgment  when  a Writ  of  Error  is  properly 
brought,  is  by  law  entrusted  to  that  Court  to 
which  the  Writ  of  Error  is  directed;  and  there- 
fore we  shall  not  at  present  say  any  thing  lo 
your  majesty,  in  an  extrajudicial  way,  and  be- 
fore tlie  proper  time  as  to  that  point,  whether 
a Writ  of  Error  brought  upon  a judgment  for 
remanding  prisoners  upon  a Habeas  Corpus, 
can  be  maintained. 

Which  way  that  question  will  be  decided 
hereafter,  when  the  Writs  of  Error  are  returned 
into  tlie  parliament,  is  not  at  all  material,  in 
respect  to  the  petitions  of  the  prisoners  which 
now  lie  before  your  majesty  : For,  unless  your 
majesty  be  pleased  to  grant  the  Writs  of  Error 
according  to  their  prayer,  the  matter  cannot 
come  to  the  proper  decision  in  parliament,  and 
justice  will  he  manifestly  obstructed. 

Whether  the  Writs  of  Error  ought  to  ht 
granted,  and  what  ought  to  be  done  upon  (he 
Writs  of  Error  afterwards,  are  very  different 
things.  The  only  matter  under  your  majesty* 
consideration  is,  whether,  in  right  and  justice, 
tlie  petitioners  are  not  entitled  to  hate  the 
Writs  of  Error  granted. 

We  arc  sure,  the  House  of  Commons,  in  the 
year  1689,  were  of  opinion,  that  a Writ  of 
Error,  even  in  cases  of  felony  and  treason,  is 
the  right  of  the  subject,  and  ought  to  be  granted 
at  his  desire,  and  is  not  an  act  of  grace  a»d 
favour,  which  may  be  denied  or  granted  it 
pleasure  : So  that  as  far  as  the  opinion  of  the 
House  of  Commons  ought  to  have  weight  it 
such  a question,  (whatever  the  present  opi- 
nion of  the  House  is)  they  then  thought  a Writ 
of  Error  was  the  right  of  the  subject  in  capital 
cases  (where  only  it  had  been  at  any  time 
doubted  of.) 

But  that  it  is  a Writ  of  Right  in  all  other 
case?,  has  been  affirmed  in  the  law-books,  » 
verified  by  the  constant  practice,  and  is  th« 
opinion  of  ail  your  present  judges,  except  Mr- 
baron  Price,  and  Mr.  baron  Smith. 

The  law,  for  tlie  better  protection  of  pro- 
perty and  liberty,  has  formed  a subordinates 
of  Courts  tiiat  men  may  not  he  finally  conclu- 
ded in  the  first  instance  : But  this  is  a very 
vain  institution,  if  they  be  left  precarious  ia 
the  method  of  coming  to  the  superior  Court. 

All  suits  are  begun,  as  well  as  carried  on,  by 
the  authority  of  your  majesty’s  Writs,  and  tb« 
subject  has  a like  legal  claim  to  all  of  them. 

The  petition  for  a Writ  of  Error  returnable 
in  parliament,  is  only  a matter  for  form,  aw 
respect  to  your  majesty,  (like  the  petition  which 
the  Speaker  makes  in  the  name  of  the  Com- 
mons, at  the  beginning  of  every  parliament,  for 
those  privileges  which  they  do  not  believe  » 
depend  upon  the  answer  to  those  petition51 
and  is  no  more  to  be  refused  than  any  other 
Writ  throughout  the  cause. 

To  affirm  the  contrary,  is  to  allow  an  arbi- 
trary lautuda  to  intercept  juatice,  and  to 
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it  depend  upon  private  advices,  and  extra- 
judicial determinations,  whether  any  causes  at 
ill ‘hall  be  brought  to  judgmeut  before  the 
kifh  court  of  parliament. 

These  things  being  considered,  how  extremely 
rarpnsing  is  on  Addiess  from  such  a body  as 
lie  House  of  Commons,  that  your  majesty 
•ould  not  give  leave  for  such  a Writ  ? 

And  no  less  surprising  is  what  they  insinu- 
ate, ai  the  reason  ot  their  confidence  in 
sou  majesty,  lliat  you  would  hearken  to  such 
tn  Address,  that  they  have  giveu  dispatch  to 
the  supplies ; They  proceeded  surely  in  the 
nutter  of  the  supplies,  with  a uobler  aim,  for 
tbe  safety  of  your  majesty's  crown  and  person, 
tad  for  the  delivering  the  kingdom  from  the 
oppression  of  French  power,  employed  to 
Wan  unjust  Pretender  upon  your  majesty’s 
throne. 

These  are  good  reasons  for  disposing  of  the 
people’s  money.  Their  liberties,  anil  all  that 
arguable  to  them,  depend  entirely  upon  the 
good  success  of  the  war  ; and  they  have  used, 
■all  ages,  to  part  freely  with  their  money,  for 
tk  defence  of  their  liberties  and  properties,  and 
tie  removing  of  grievances  and  oppressions. 

Hot  tins  is  the  first  time  a House  of  Com- 
■oti  Lave  made  use  of  their  having  given  the 
pile's  money,  as  an  argument  why  the 
pince  should  deny  Writs  of  Right  to  the  sub- 
ject, obstruct  the  course  of  justice,  and  de- 
p^reibernof  their  birth-rights. 

Oo  tbe  26th  of  February,  the  House  of  Com- 
*** proceeded  to  carry  on  their  resentments 
fcpeater  extremities,  and  voted,  that  the 
pulcaea  who  plead  as  counsel  for  the  five 
Planers,  upon  the  returns  of  the  Writs  of 
Habeas  Corpus,  aud  the  agents  and  solicitors 
•ho  assisted  them,  were  guilty  of  a breach  of 
privilege,  and  ordered  them  to  be  taken  into 
tatorij,  which  order  has  been  executed. 

Tliis  seems  to  be  so  great  an  excess,  that 
H » hard  to  fiud  words  proper  for  expressing  it. 
^ben Cromwell  committed  Mr.  Maynard  to 
*** Tower,  for  assisting  one  Coney  as  his  coun- 
*1,  upon  a Habeas  Corpus,  a celebrated  au- 
expresses  the  detestation  due  to  such  a 
kct,ia  these  words  : ‘It  was  the  highest  act 
'of  tyranny  that  ever  was  seen  in  England  : 
*«  »m  shutting  up  the  law  itself  close  pri- 
' that  no  mail  might  have  relief  from,  or 
' loess  to  it.* 

Iwt  as  strange  and  unjustifiable  as  this  np* 
»e  beg  leave  to  take  notice  of  another 
J* t more  irregular  (if  it  he  possible  :) 
"Me  the  matter  was  depending  before  your 
fcajestj,  upon  die  petitions  for  Writs  of  Error  ; 
•for  the  House  of  Commons  had  made  an 
Aidless  to  your  majesty,  that  you  would  not 
p'e  leave  for  the  bringing  of  Writs  of  Error; 
dter  roar  majesty  had,  by  your  gracious  answer, 
to  them,  ‘ That  this  matter,  relating 
«be  course  of  judicial  proceedings,  was 
r the  highest  importance,  and  therefore 
t majesty  thought  it  necessary  to  weigh 
^consider,  very  carefully,  what  was  pro- 
fit you  to  do;’  and  after  they  had  voted 


to  take  this  very  Answer  of  your  majesty's  into 
consideration : The  day  following,  they  or- 
dered the  five  prisoners  to  be  removed  from 
Newgate,  and  taken  into  the  custody  of  the 
serjeant  at  arms  attending  the  House  of  Com- 
mons ; and  this  Order  was  executed  at  mid- 
night, with  such  circumstances  of  severity  and 
terror,  os  has  been  seldom  exercised  toward* 
the  greatest  offenders. 

Your  majesty  is  the  only  properjudge  hovr 
highly  disrespectful  this  action  is  to  your  royal 
person  and  authority.  But  it  concerns  us  ta 
say,  that  such  a proceeding  tends  directly  t» 
the  depriving  the  petitioners  of  that  justice, 
which  they  were  endeavouring  to  obtain  by 
means  of  the  W rits  of  Error. 

While  your  majesty  wus  deliberating  hove 
to  put  nn  end  to  a matter,  which  they  had  only 
made  difficult  by  au  unreasonable  address,  the 
House  of  Commons  rightly  apprehended,  thal 
justice  would  prevail  with  your  majesty  over 
all  other  considerations,  and  therefore,  as  far 
as  possible  to  disappoint  the  prisoners,  of  the 
fruit  they  expected  from  these  Writs  of  Error 
when  granted,  they  transferred  them,  in  thd 
mean  time,  to  auother  prison. 

This  practice  of  removing  prisoners  from  ont 
custody  to  another  hath  been  ever  complained 
of,  as  manifest  oppression,  and  most  evidently 
destructive  of  the  liberty  of  the  subject  : It  is 
a mischief  provided  against  iu  express  words, 
by  the  act  made  in  the  reign  of  your  royaL 
uncle  king  Charles  the  second,  for  the  better 
securing  the  liberty  of  the  subject  ; That 
if  any  person,  being  a subject  ot  this  realm, 
shall  be  committed  to  any  prison,  or  in 
custody  of  any  officer  whatsoever,  for  any  cri- 
minal, or  supposed  criminal  matter,  that  the 
person  shall  not  be  removed  from  the  said  pri- 
son or  custody,  into  the  custody  of  any  officer 
(unless  it  be  by  a Habeas  Corpus,  or  some  other 
legal  Writ :)  and  this  upon  the  great  penalties 
mentioned  in  that  act.  The  penalties  in  the 
act  were  new,  hut  the  law  of  England  was  the 
same  before  the  making  it.  The  shifting  of 
men  from  one  prison  to  another,  while  they  are 
using  means  in  the  course  of  law  to  recover 
their  liberty,  is  inexcusable  cruelty,  and  againsl 
the  plain  rules  of  natural  justice  ; for  by  suclv 
artifices,  imprisonments,  however  unlawful, 
might  be  made  perpetual,  and  the  subject,  as 
he  was  at  the  point  of  being  discharged  fron^ 
one  prison,  might  be,  without  end,  removed  to 
another. 

May  it  please  your  majesty,  your  dutiful  sub- 
jects, the  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  were  so 
solicitous  to  avoid  any  thing  , which  might  give 
a pretence  to  interrupt  the  necessary  aud  early 
provision  for  the  war,  in  order  to  improve  the 
wonderful  successes  God  had  given  to  your 
arms ; that  though  they  were  sensible  the  im- 
prisonment of  these  men,  in  the  manner,  and 
upon  the  pretences  abovementioned,  was  a 
manifest  attempt  to  elude  the  judicature  of  par- 
liament, and  of  pernicious  example,  to  the  li- 
berty and  property  of  the  subject,  yet  they  Cur- 
bore  to  take  notice  of  it,  till  they  were  in  a 
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manner  enforced  by  Petition?  from  the  priso- 
ners presented  the  24th  of  February  last,  and 
by  the  unjustifiable  proceedings  of  the  House 
of  Commons  the  same  day  which  we  have 
already  mentioned  to  your  majesty. 

But  thin  the  Lords  found  it  absolutely  neces- 
sary, to  enter  into  a consideration  of  the  whole 
matter,  as  it  appeared  to  them,  and  upon  the 
27th  of  February  they  came  to  the  following 
Resolutions: 

Resohred,  “ That  neither  House  of  parlia- 
ment have  power,  by  any  vote,  or  declaration, 
to  create  to  themselves  new  privileges,  not  war- 
ranted by  known  law  and  custom  of  parlia- 
ment. 

“ That  every  freeman  of  F.ngiand  who  appre- 
hends himself  to  be  injured,  lias  a right  to  seek 
redress  by  action  at  law,  and  that  the  commenc- 
ing and  prosecuting  an  action  at  the  common 
law,  against  any  person,  who  is  not  entitled 
to  privilege  of  parliament,  is  no  breach  of  the 
privilege  of  parliament. 

“ That  ihe  House  of  Commons,  in  commit- 
ting to  the  prison  of  Newgate,  John  I’nty,  John 
Oviat,  John  Paton,  Henry  Basse,  nnd  Daniel 
Horne,  for  commencing  and  prosecuting  notions 
at  the  common  law,  against  the  late  cousin  hies 
of  Aylesbury,  for  not  allowing  their  votes  in  the 
election  of  members  io  serve  in  parliament, 

' upon  pretence,  that  their  so  doing  was  contrary 
to  a declaration,  a contempt  of  the  jurisdiction 
and  a breach  of  the  privilege  of  that  House, 
have  assumed  to  themselves  alone  a legislative 
power,  by  pretending  to  attribute  the  force  of  a 
law  to  their  declaration,  have  claimed  a juris- 
diction not  warranted  hy  the  constitution,  nnd 
have  assumed  a new  privilege,  to  which  they 
enn  shew  no  title  by  the  law  and  custom  of  par- 
liament, and  have  thereby,  as  far  as  in  them 
lies,  subjected  the  rights  of  Englishmen,  and  the 
Ireedom  of  their  person*,  to  the  arbitrary  votes 
uf  the  House  of  Commons. 

“ That  every  Englishman  who  is  imprisoned 
by  any  authority  whatsoever,  hv,  an  undoubted 
right,  hy  his  agents  or  friends,  to  apply  for,  ami 
obtain  a Writ  of  Habeas  Corpus,  in  order  to 
procure  bis  liberty  by  due  course  of  law. 

“ That  for  the  House  of  Commons  to  censure 
or  punish  any  person,  for  assisting  a prisoner 
to  procure  a Writ  of  Habeas  Corpus,  or  by  vote 
or  otherwise,  to  deter  men  from  soliciting,  pro- 
secuting, nr  pleading  upon  such  Writ  of  Habeas 
Corpus,  in  behalf  of  such  prisoner,  is  an  at- 
tempt ot  dangerous  consequence,  u breach  of 
the  many  good  statutes  provided  for  the  liberty 
of  the  subject,  and  of  pernicious  example,  by 
denying  the  necessary  assistance  to  the  priso- 
ner upon  a commitment  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, which  has  ever  been  allowed  upon  ull 
commitments,  by  any  authority  whatsoever. 

“ Thut  a Writ  of  Error  is  not  a Writ  of  grace, 
bat  of  right,- and  ought  not  to  be  denied  to  the 
subject,  when  duly  applied  for,  (though  at  the 
request  of  either  House  of  parliament)  the  de- 
nial thereot  being  an  obstruction  of  justice,  con- 
trary to  Magna  Charts.” 

These  Resolutions  were  delivered  to  the  Coui- 
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mons  nt  a Conference,  the  28th  of  February 
and  tliey  took  time  to  consider  of  them  tiii  U 
7 th  of  March;  upon  which  day,  at  tbeir  dcsir< 
a second  Conference  was  bad,  nnd  though  i 
was  too  apparent  hy  what  was  delivered  by  til 
Commons  at  that  Conference  (which  consist* 
of  injurious  invectives  against  the  Hou«e  < 
Lords,  and  tedious  recitals  of  precedents  in  n 
sort  applicable  to  the  present  subject  ofdeba’e 
that  their  design  was  either  to  provoke  ill 
Lords  to  such  a degree,  as  might  necessitate  diet 
to  break  off  all  correspondence,  or  by  eAgagin 
them  in  new  matters,  to  draw  things  to  nub 
length,  as  might  prevent  the  bringing  these  tie 
bates  to  any  issue  during  the  session:  Yet  tb 
Lords  immediately  desired  a Free  Conference 
which  was  afterwards  had  with  the  Commoot 

We  are  so  desirous  that  your  majesty  fhook 
be  made  folly  acquainted  with  all  the  passage 
relating  to  this  dispute  between  the  two  Hou«^ 
that  we  humbly  beg  leave  to  annex  to  this  ou 
Representation,  what  passed  at  the  first  and*? 
cond  Conference;  and  also  (as  far  ns  we  btn 
been  capable  of  recollecting  in  so  sliort  a lime 
the  substance  of  what  was  said  nt  the  Free  Con 
ference,  and  in  our  debates,  in  maintcnioo 
of  the  Resolutions  of  the  House  of  Lords. 

But  we  take  it  tc  be  a duty  necessarily  i» 
cumbent  on  us,  to  observe  to  your  majesty 
the  manner  in  which  we  have  been  treated  bj 
the  House  of  Commons,  at  these  Conference 
so  that  from  thence  your  majesty,  according  t< 
your  great  wisdom,  may  judge  to  what  soc! 
proceedings  do  naturally  tend.  They  t»Id  m 
that  the  judicature  of  the  House  of  Lords 
unaccountable  in  its  foundation,  and  inroo* 
ms  tent  with  the  constitution  : if  they  mean  u 
is  so  aucienr,  that  no  account  can  be  given  o* 
its  foundation,  it  is  true  ; but  there  i*  re*** 
to  believe  it  began  with  the  monarchy,  and  i*t 
are  sure  it  has  continued  without  interruption, 
unless  during  that  unhappy  interval,  when  a 
pretended  House  of  Commons  destroyed  tU 
Church  and  the  Monarchy,  us  well  a*  1M 
House  of  Lords : as  many  ages  as  the  consn- 
tution  of  the  English  government  has  lasred, 
thisjudicature  has  consisted  with  it,  and  formed 
u noble  and  necessary  part  of  it,  and  therefore 
these  gentlemen  will  hardly  be  believed, ■fFu,'s* 
so  long  an  experience,  thut  it  is  iiicousisteri 
with  the  constitution. 

They  also  charged  the  Lords  in  direct  ter«r«. 
with  usurping  the  hearing  appeals,  with  niakiiy 
advances  upon  the  constitution,  with  contnvin; 
tu  bring  liberty  uud  property  into  the  b«tto:i! - 
less  anti  insatiable  gulf  or  the  Lnrds’judrcat  re, 

I nnd  with  direct  reproaches,  as  to  the  mam  t” 
in  which  that  judicature  has  been  exercised 
and  in  the  most  contemptuous  way  told  c*. 
they  forbore  to  mention  the  instances,  becios? 
they  hoped  we  would  reform. 

We  desire  no  other  judge  but  your  nisi^et, 
bow  such  a treatment  of  us  becomes  :he« 
tleroen;  and  we  dare  appeal  to  all  yovt  *i  •> 
jeets,  for  witnesses  of  the  irreproachal  I''  rr 
ner  of  administering  justice  in  the  Honst 
Lords. 
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We  hope  the  great  displeasure  the  House  of 
Commons  has  conceived  against  us  may  prove 
«j!  some  real  service,  and  of  useful  caution  to 
joor  majesty,  for  it  has  drawn  them  directly  to 
uwa  (abac  was  but  too  visible  before)  that  they 
are  aiming  at  more  power,  and  a larger  share  of 
tie  administration,  than  is  trusted  with  them  by 
toe  nature  of  our  government.  They  directly 
explained,  that  by  the  constitution,  the  judi- 
cature, in  tUe  last  resort,  wns  not  placed  in  the 
sum  hands  with  the  legislature,  though  they 
cannot  shew  it  to  be  so,  in  any  country  where 
lb*  govern  meat  is  not  arbitrary,  and  the  prince’s 
•id  the  law.  They  have  been  long  endeavour- 
ing to  break  in  upon  the  Lords’  share  in  the  le- 
plxttre,  of  which  we  could  mention  too  many 
wimch  to  your  majesty.  From  an  ancient 
ctwn,  that  aids  to  the  crown  are  to  begin  in  the 
lino*  of  Commons,  and  that  the  Lords  could 
dm  aiter  the  sums,  tl»ey  have  of  late  years  pre- 
tended (but  without  any  reason,  and  against  the 
hoown  usage  of  parliaments)  that  we  could 
Batten  i alterations  in  any  part  of  a money-bill, 
tiocnk  it  have  no  relation  to  the  money  : and, 
npf.n  that  foot,  when  they  have  had  a mind  to 
pw  any  thing  parsed  into  a law,  of  the  reason- 
chlenc^s  of  which  they  hare  despaired  to  con- 
duce the  Lord*,  they  have  tacked  it  to  a money- 
hid,  in  order  to  put  the  crown  and  tl/e  Lords 
c-der  that  unhappy  necessity,  cither  to  agree 
i>*  a law  they  might  think  prejudicial  to  the 
public, or  to  lose  tue  money,  which  perhaps,  at 
litit  tan?,  wns  absolutely  necessary  to  the  sav- 
% the  kingdom. 

Ur  this  method  they  assume  to  themselves 
tf*  whole  legislative  authority,  taking  in  effect 
«be  negative  voice  from  the  crown,  and  depriv- 
it:  the  Lords  of  the  right  of  deliberating  upon 
•hat  is  for  the  good  of  the  kingdom  : For  this 
Sevan  the  Lords  Irnd,  in  a very  solemn  manner, 
w*lred  never  to  sutler  such  impositions  for  the 
future,  let  the  importance  of  the  bill  be  never 
to  rent.  This  resolution  was  well  know  n,  and 
Jrt  iu  tliis  present  session  (as  appears  by  the 
ptin'td  Votes  of  the  28th  of  November  last)  a 
.peu  number  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  House  of 
Co-noons,  to  the  manifest  danger  of  disappoint- 
*&  the  supplies  of  the  veer,  which  must  have 
ktu  the  rum  of  the  whole  confederacy,  and  de- 
focno*  up  of  Europe  into  the  hands  of  France, 
®^le  an  attempt  to  tack  to  the  land  tax  a bill 
*b«ch  had  been  rejected  in  two  preceding  ses- 
twiof  parliament. 

Tims  die  House  of  Commons  have  formerly 
*on  foot  several  attempts,  against  that  share 
ktlie  kgislature  which  is  placed  in  the  Lords  : 
this  is  the  first  time  they  have  published 
heir  desire,  to  be  let  into  the  judicature  of  par- 
La*ut. 

Whatever  they  would  insinuate  upon  this  oc- 
we  desire  not  to  meddle  with  the  choice 
h*  Commons9  representatives,  we  willingly 
that  matter  where  it  is,  and  in  what  man* 
exercised  there;  how  impartially  and 
readily,  is  so  well  known  by  experience  to 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  so  universally 
that  the  people  will  be  extremely 
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desirous  their  estates  and  properties  should  be 
subject  to  such  determinations. 

It  i3  not  strange  the  Free  Conference  ended 
without  success,  when  the  Commons  came  to  it 
with  such  a temper,  ns  appears  by  the  Votes  of 
the  8th  of  March,  made  after  they  themselves 
had  consented  to  the  Free  Conference.  If  those 
Votes  had  been  published  soon  enough,  it  would 
have  fully  convinced  the  Lords,  how  vain  a 
thing  it  was  to  confer  with  them  further,  upon 
the  matters  in  debate  at  the  former  Conferences; 
for,  not  content  with  what  they  had  done  be- 
fore, upon  information  that  their  Serjeant  had 
been  served  with  two  Writs  of  Habeas  Corpus, 
returnable  before  the  Lord  Keeper  (Wright)  in 
behalf  of  Mr.  Montagu  and  Mr.  Denton,  two 
of  the  gentlemen  who  had  been  of  counsel  with 
the  five  prisoners,  they  came  to  a Resolution, 
That  no  commoner,  committed  by  them  for 
breach  of  privilege,  or  contempt  of  the  House, 
ought  to  be,  by  Habeas  Corpus,  made  to  ap- 
pear before  any  other  judicature,  and  required 
their  Seijcant  to  make  no  return,  or  yield  any 
obedience  to  those  Writs ; and  that  for  such 
refusal  he  had  the  protection  of  the  House  of 
Commons. 

It  has  been  always  lield  the  undoubted  prero- 
gative of  the  crown,  to  have  an  account  of  the 
reason  why  any  subject  is  deprived  of  liberty, 
and  it  has  ever  been  allowed,  that,  by  the  known 
common  law,  it  is  the  right  of  every  subject 
under  restraint,  upon  demand,  to  have  his  Writ 
of  Habeas  Corpus,  and  thereupon  to  be  brought 
before  some  proper  court,  where  it  mny  be  exa- 
mined, whether  he  be  detained  for  a lawful 
cause  : and  the  statutes  made  in  the  reign  of 
our  royal  grandfather  and  your  royal  uncle, 
ave  enacted,  that,  in  all  cases,  Writs  of  Habeas 
Corpus  be  granted  and  obeyed,  by  the  respective 
officers,  upon  great  penalties. 

But  these  Votes  import  a direct  repeal  of 
those  laws,  as  to  all  persons  committed  by  the 
House  of  Commons. 

It  is  no  longer  worth  disputing,  whether  a 
person  committed  by  them,  though  for  a fact 
which  appears  to  be  both  law  ful  and  necessary, 
may  be  delivered  by  any  court;  for  by  this 
new  law  he  shall  never  be  brought  thither, 
and  the  Serjeant  is  not  only  warranted,  but 
commanded  openly  to  contemn  your  majesty’s 
royal  Writs  of  Habeas  Corpus,  brought  upon 
the  act  of  31  Charles  2,  which  is  an  inva- 
sion of  your  prerogative,  never  before  beard 
of  in  England. 

Your  majesty  does  not  claim  an  authority  to 
rotect  any  of  your  officers  for  disobeying  a 
nown  law.  The  Habeas  Corpus  act,  in  time 
of  imminent  and  visible  danger,  wns  in  the  late 
reign  suspended  by  acts  of  parliament  for  some 
short  time,  and  yet  (so  sacred  was  that  law  held) 
that  those  acts  passed  with  great  reluctaney, 
and  one  of  the  arguments  that  prevailed  most 
for  agreeing  to  that  temporary  suspension  wns, 
that  it  would  be  an  unanswerable  evidence  to 
all  future  times,  that  this  act  could  never  be 
suspended  afterwards,  by  any  less  authority 
than  that  of  the  whole  legislature.  But  we  live 
Q F 
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*o  see  a House  of  Commons  lake  upon  them  to 
8u*pend  this  law  by  a Vote. 

They  ordered,  that  the  Lord  Keeper  of  your 
great  seat  should  be  acquainted  with  ihetr  Re- 
solutions, to  the  end  the  writs  of  Habeas  Corpus 
may  be  superseded,  as  contrary  to  law,  and  the 
privileges  of  their  House.  They  arc  contrary 
to  no  law,  but  that  of  these  Votes,  which  surely 
are  none  of  the  laws  the  Lord-Keeper  was 
sworn  to  observe : But  yet  he  is  to  net  at  his 
peril.  They  have  ordered  this  law  to  be  pub- 
lished to  him  by  their  clerk. 

The  Lord  Keeper  is  a Commoner,  and  if  he 
disobeys,  it  is  a breach  of  privilege;  and  if  they 
should  carry  it  so  far.  as  to  order  him  into  cus- 
tody, he  may  seek,  but  is  not  to  have  relief 
from  any  Habeas  Corpus. 

We  humbly  beg  pardon  of  your  majesty  for 
tilts  long  and  melancholy  Representation,  which 
we  could  not  avoid,  without  being  guilty  of 
treachery  to  your  majesty,  and  to  our  native 
country.  The  five  persons  immediately  con- 
cerned are  but  poor  men ; but  we  well  know 
your  majesty’s  justice  and  compassion  extends 
itself  to  the  meanest  of  your  subjects. 

The  matters  [in  dispute  are  ol  the  highest 
consequence:  Your  majesty’s  prerogative,  the 
reverence  due  to  laws,  and  the  liberties  and  pro-  { 
per  tics  of  all  the  people  of  England  are  concern- 
ed, and  at  stake,  if  these  encroachments  prevail. 

We  do  not  pretend  to  solicit  your  majesty 
to  put  a stop  to  these  innovations,  your  owu 
wisdom  will  suggest  the  most  proper  methods: 
We  have  endeavoured  to  do  our  duly,  in  laying 
the  whole  matter  before  you. 

We  humbly  beg  leave  so  far  to  resume  what 
has  been  said,  as  to  present  your  majesty  n 
short  view  of  the  unilhppy  condition  of  such  of 
your  subjects,  as  have  right  of  giving  Votes  for 
chasing  members  to  serve  in  parliament,  which 
has  been  hitherto  thought  a great  and  valuable 
privilege ; but,  by  the  late  proceedings  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  is  likely  to  be  made  only  a 
dangerous  snare  to  them,  in  case  they  who  may 
he  hereafter  chosen  to  serve  in  parliament, 
shall  think  fit  to  pursue  the  methods  of  this 
present  House  of  Commons. 

If  they  refrain  from  making  use  of  their  right 
in  giving  their  Votes,  they  are  wanting  in  their 
duty  to  their  country,  by  not  doing  their  parts 
towards  the  chusing  such  representatives  as  will 
use  their  trust  for  the  good  of  the  kingdom,  and 
not  for  the  oppression  of  their  fellow-subjects. 

If  the  officer,  who  has  the  right  of  taking  the 
suffrages,  refuse  to  admit  them  to  give  their 
Votes,  they  must  either  sit  down  by  i»,  and  sub- 
mit to  be  wrongfully  and  maliciously  deprived 
of  their  rights ; or  if  they  bring  their  actions  at 
"law,  in  order  to  assert  their  rights,  and  recover 
damages  for  the  injury  (as  all  other  injured  men 
may  do  in  like  cases)  they  become  liable  to  in- 
definite imprisonment,  by  incurring  the  dis- 
pleasure of  those  who  arc  elected. 

If,  being  thus  imprisoned,  they  seek  their 
liberty  by  Habeas  Corpus,  (the  known  remedy 
pf  all  other  subjects)  tney  do  not  only  tie  their 
fitmi  chains  faster,  hut  bring  all  their  friends 
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and  agents,  their  solicitors  and  counsel,  into 
the  same  misfortune  with  themselves. 

If  they  think  themselves  to  have  received  in- 
jury by  the  judgment  upon  the  Habeas  Corpus, 
and  seek  relief  by  Writ  of  Error,  (the  known 
refuge  of  those  who  suffer  by  any  wrong  judg- 
ment) all  that  assist  them  in  that  matter,  are 
likewise  to  lose  their  liberties  for  it>and  they 
themselves  will  be  removed  to  new  prisons,  in 
order  to  aroid  the  justice  of  the  lnw. 

We  humbly  conclude  with  acquainting  your 
majesty,  that  we  have  been  informed  by  the 
petition  of  two  of  the  prisoners,  that  they  have 
been  long  delayed,  though  they  have  made  their 
applications  in  due  manner  for  Writs  of  Error  ; 
We  are  under  a necessary  obligation,  for  the 
sake  of  justice,  and  asserting  the  judicature  of 
parliament,  to  mahe  this  humble  address  to 
your  majesty,  that  no  importunity  of  the  Hous« 
of  Commons,  nor  any  other  consideration  what- 
soever, may  prevail  with  your  majesty  to  suffer 
a stop  to  he  put  to  the  known  course  of  justice, 
but  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  give  effectual 
orders  for  the  immediate  issuing  of  the  Writs  of 
Error. 

The  Queen's  A nsaer.l  To  which  her  majesty 
was  pleased,  the  same  day,  to  return  the  follow- 
ing most  gracious  Answer : 

“ My  Lords ; I should  have  granted  the  Writs 
of  Error  desired  in  this  Address  : But,  findiug 
no  absolute  necessity  of  putting  an  immediate 
end  to  this  session,  I mn  sensible  there  coulJ 
have  been  no  further  proceeding  upon  that 
matter.” 

Vote  of  Thanks .]  Ordered,  by  the  Lords 
spiritual  and  temporal  in  parliament  assembled, 
that  tbe  humble  thanks  of  this  House  be  pre- 
sented to  her  majesty,  for  her  most  gracious 
Answer,  in  which  she  has  expressed  so  great  a 
regard  to  the  judgment  of  this  House,  so  much 
compassion  to  the  petitioners,  and  such  tender* 
uess  to  the  rights  of  the  subject. 

The  Queen's  Speech  at  the  end  of  the  .Sewon.J 
March  14.  'Hie  queen  came  to  the  House  ot 
Peers,  and  after  passing  several  Bills  made  the 
following  Speech : 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  ; I cannot  put 
an  end  to  this  session,  without  doing  you  tha 
justice  to  acknowledge  you  have  fully  maki 
good  the  assurances  you  gave  me  at  the  begin4 
ning  of  it,  by  the  great  readiness  you  bare 
shewn  in  the  dispatch  of  the  public  business. 
And  I make  no  doubt,  but  tbit  dispatch  will 
prove  a real  advantage  to  us,  aod  a great  dis- 
couragement to  our  enemies. 

u Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons;  I 
return  you  my  hearty  thanks  in  particular  for 
the  great  supplies  with  which  you  have  enabled 
me  to  carry  on  this  necessary  war.  I assure 
yon,  they  shall  lie  carefully  applied  to  the  uses, 
for  which  they  have  been  given  ; and  I 
suade  myself,  I shall  always  have  thechearful 
assistance  of  rny  dutiful  and  loving  subjects,  io 
the  prosecuting  of  the  present  war,  till  our 
enemies  aie  obliged  to  such  a peace,  os  shall 
be  a lasting  advantage  and  security  to  us  ami 
our  alii?*.- 


PARL.  HISTORY.  4 Aske,  1705. — Hueen’t  Speech,  A;c. 


437]  PAUL.  HISTORY,  4 Anne,  1705.— Bills  not  passed.  [43$ 


My  lords  and  geotletnen ; we  have,  by 
the  blessing  of  Goo,  a fair  prospect  of  this 
great  and  desirable  end,  if  we  do  uot  disnp- 
fwint  it  by  our  own  unreasonable  humour  ui»d 
OflMaity,  the  fatal  effects  of  which  we  have  so 
narrowly  escaped  in  this  session,  that  it  ought  to 
be  « sufficient  warning  against  any  dangerous 
eipenments  for  the  future. — I conclude  there- 
tore  with  exhorting  you  all  to  peace  and  union, 
•fitch  are  always  com  me  ml  able,  but  more  par- 
ticularly necessary  at  this  time,  when,  the 
•hole  kingdom  being  shortly  to  proceed  to  new 
elections,  it  ought  to  be  the  chief  care  of  every 
body,  especially  of  such  as  tire  in  public  stn- 
t das,  to  carry  themselves  with  the  greatest  pru- 
dence aod  moderation.  Nothing  will  con- 
tribute more  to  our  reputation  abroad,  and  our 
leconty  at  home.'* 

Then  the  Lord  Keeper,  by  her  majesty’s 
command  prorogued  the  parliament  to  Thurs- 
day die  1st  of  May  following.* 

BtUs  not  passed.]  u Before  we  take  leave  of 
tha  parliament,”  saysTindai,  “ it  will  be  proper 
to  take  notice  of  some  things,  which  were  begun, 
but  not  finished  in  it.  There  was  a hill  offered 
for  the  naturalization  of  s»inc  hundreds  of 
Frenchmen,  to  which  the  Commons  added  a 
clause,  disabling  the  persons  so  naturalized 
from  voting  in  elections  of  parliament.  The 
true  reason  of  this  was,  that  it  was  observed 
th.it  the  French  in  England  gave  in  all  elections 
the ir  votes  for  those,  who  were  most  zealous 
■S<unst  France  ; and  yet,  with  an  apparent  dis- 
utility, some  of  the  members  gave  it  as  a 
reason  for  such  a clause,  that  they  must  be 
supposed  so  partial  to  the  interests  of  their  own 
country,  that  it  was  not  fit  to  give  them  any 

t u Thus  this  session,”  says  Tindal,  u and 
"ith  it  ibis  parliament,  came  to  un  end.  It 
***  no  small  blessing  to  the  queen  and  to  the 
saiion,  that  they  got  so  well  out  of  such  hands. 
They  had  disco\ered  on  muny  occasions,  and 
rery  manifestly,  what  lay  at  the  bottom  with 
Kost  of  them  ; hut  they  had  not  skill  enough 
to  know  how  to  munage  their  advantages,  and 
to  make  use  of  their  numbers.  The  constaut 
Mcceues,  which  had  attended  the  queen's 
put  it  out  of  their  power  to  compass 
that  which  was  aimed  at  by  them,  the  forcing 
a peace,  and  consequently  the  delivering  up 

u>  France.  Sir  Christopher  Musgrave,  the 
man  of  the  party,  died  before  the  lust 
***oq  ; and  by  their  conduct  after  his  death 
'■  appeared,  that  they  wanted  his  direction. 
He  had  been  at  the  head  of  the  opposition, 
that  was  made  in  the  reigu  of  kiug  William 
f-om  the  beginning  to  the  end  ; but  he  gave 
ep  many  points  of  great  importance  in  the  cri- 
'•cal  minute,  for  which  there  were  good  grounds 
to  believe,  that  he  had  twelve  thousand  pounds 
fr)ro  dial  king  at  different  tunes.  At  his  death 
1*  appeared  to  b;  much  richer  than  by  any 
*Hible  computation  he  could  be  valued  etj 
''kch  made  some  cast  an  imputation  upon  his 
fcttw’ry,  as  if  he  had  received  great  sums  even 
from  France.” 


share  in  the  government.  The  Lords  looked 
on  this  as  a new  attempt,  and  the  clause  added 
was  a plain  contradiction  to  the  body  of  the 
hill,  which  gave  them  all  the, rights  of  natural 
horn  subjects;  while  this  took  from  them  the 
chief  of  them  all,  the  chusing  their  represen- 
tatives iu  parliament.  They  would  not  there- 
fore agree  to  it,  and  the  Commons  resolved 
not  to  depart  from  it ; so  that,  without  coming 
to  a fiee  conference,  the  bill  fell  with  the 
session. 

u Another  bill  was  begun  by  the  Lords  against 
the  Papists.  It  was  occasioned  by  several 
complaints  brought  from  many  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  especially  from  Cheshire,  of  the  prac- 
tices and  insolence  of  those  of  that  religion.  A 
bill  therefore  was  ordered  to  be  brought  in, 
with  clauses  in  it  which  would  have  made  the 
act  passed  against  them  four  years  before, 
prove  effectual,  which,  for  want  of  these,  had  , 
hitherto  been  of  no  effect  at  all.  This  passed 
the  lords,  and  was  sent  to  the  Commons,  who 
had  no  mind  to  pass  it,  but,  to  avoid  the  ill 
effects  of  their  refusing  such  a bill,  they  added 
a clause  to  it,  containing  severe  penalties  on 
papists,  who  should  once  take  the  oaths,  and 
come  into  the  communion  of  the  Church  of 
England,  if  they  should  be  guilty  of  any  occa- 
sionsd  conformity  with  popery  afterwards. 
They  imagined,  that  this  of  occasional  con- 
formity w as  so  odious  to  the  Lords,  that  every 
clause,  that  condemned  it,  would  he  rejected 
by  them.  But  when  they  came  to  understand, 
that  the  Lords  were  resolved  to  agree  to  the 
clause,  they  would  not  put  it  to  that  liazard  ; 
and  therefore  the  bill  lay  on  their  table  till  the 
prorogation. 

“ A general  Self-Denying  bill  was  offered  by 
tliose  very  men,  who,  in  the  first  session  of 
parliament,  when  they  hoped  for  places  them- 
selves, had  opposed  the  motion  of  such  a bill 
with  great  indignation.  Now  the  scene  was  a 
little  altered ; they  saw  they  were  not  like  to 
be  favourites,  and  therefore  pretended  to  be 
patriots.  This  looked  so  strangely  in  them, 
that  it  was  rejected  ; but  another  bill  of  a 
more  restrained  nature  passed,  disabling  some, 
officers,  particularly  those  who  were  con cenied 
in  the  prize-office,  from  serving  in  parliament. 
To  this  a general  clause  was  added,  that  dis- 
abled all,  who  held  any  office,  that  had  been 
created  since  the  year  1684,  or  any  officer  that 
should  be  created  for  the  future,  from  sitting 
in  parliament.  This  bill  had  a quick  and  easy 
passage  among  the  Commons,  being  brought  in 
on  the  16th  of  January,  and  sent  up  to  the  Lords 
on  the  23d  of  that  month,  who  did  not  think 
fit  to  agree  to  so  general  a clause,  but  con- 
sented to  a particular  disability  put  on  some 
officers  by  name.  The  Commons  did  not 
agree  to  this  alteration,  but  insisted  on  the 
whole  ; and  therefore  the  hill  fell. 

“ Among  the  many  ways  and  expedients,  by 
which  the  Tory-party  of  the  House  of  Commons 
endeavoured  to  secure  their  interest  against  a 
new  election,  they  thought  it  necessary  to  pro- 
cure an  act,  w hue  by  the  commissions  of  the 
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peace  should  be  lodged  in  the  hands  of  men  of 
estates ; and  thereupon  a bill  was  brought  in, 
and  passed  on  the  2d  of  February,  for  qualifi- 
cation of  justices  of  the  peace  ; but  the  same 
being  sent  up  to  the  Lords,  they  did  not  think 
fit  to  give  it  their  concurrence. 

The  Parliament  dissolved.]  “ April  5.  The 
arliameut,  according  to  the  triennial  act, 
eingnow  expiring,  a proclamation  ?vus  issued 
out  for  dissolving  it  ; and,  on  the  23d,  another 
was  published  for  calling  a new  parliament.0 

The  conclusion  of  the  Parliament  set  the 
whole  nation  in  a general  ferment ; both  par^ 
ties  studied  how  to  dispose  the  minds  of  the 
people  in  the  new  elections,  with  great  industry 
and  zeal. 

Promotions  in  the  CAurcA.]  u Before  the 
ueen  went  to  Cambridge,”  continues  Mr. 
iudul,  “ she  resolved  at  last  to  fill  the  see  of 
St.  David**  which  had  now  been  long  vacant. 
Dr.  Bull  was  promoted  to  it,  in  the  room  of 
Dr.  W atson.  deprived  for  his  enormities.*  Bull 


• “ Watson’s  affair  was  debated  this  last 
session  in  the  House  of  Lords,  which  the  queen 
came  to  hear  in  person.  His  business  had 
been  kept  long  on  foot  in  the  courts  below,  by 
all  the  methods  of  delay  that  lawyers  could 
invent : after  five  years  pleading,  the  concluding 
judgment  was  given  iu  the  Exchequer,  that  he 
had  no  right  to  the  temporalities  of  that  bishop- 
rick  : and  that,  being  affirmed  in  the  Exche- 
quer-Chamber it  was  now  by  a Writ  of  Error 
brought  before  the  Lords  in  the  last  Resort : but 
as  the  House  seemed  now  to  be  set,  he  bad  uo 
juind  to  let  it  go  to  a final  decision;  so  he' 
delayed  the  arguing  the  errors  of  the  judg- 
ment, till  the  days  were  lapsed,  in  which,  ac- 
cording to  a standing  order,  errors  ought  to 
be  assigned  upon  a Writ  of  Error,  in  default  of 
which  the  record  was  to  be  sent  back.  He 
suffered  the  time  to  laspe,  though  particular 
notice  was  ordered  to  be  given  him,  on  the  last 
day,  in  which,  according  to  the  standing  order, 
be  might  have  assigned  his  errors  : and  the 

House  sat  that  day  some  haul's  on  purpose 
waiting  for  it.  Some  weeks  after  that,  when 
the  session  was  so  near  an  end,  that  he  thought 
his  cause  could  not  be  beard  during  the  session 
and  so  must  in  course  have  been  put  off  to 
another  session,  tie  petitioned  for  leave  to 
assign  his  errors  : this  was  one  of  the  most 
solemn  orders,  that  related  to  the  judicature 
of  the  Lords,  and  had  been  the  most  constantly 
atood  to : it  was  not  therefore  thought  rea- 
sonable to  break  through  it,  in  favour  of  so  bad 
a rnan,  of  whom  they  were  all  ashamed,  if 
parties  could  have  any  shame.  He  lmd  affec- 
ted, in  every  step  he  had  made,  to  seek  out  nil 
possible  delays,  for  keeping  the  see  still  void, 
which,  by  reason  of  a bad  bishop,  and  a long 
vacancy,  was  fallen  into  great  disorder  : yet, 
after  all  this,  he  had  still  by  law  the  benefit  of 
a W i it  of  Error,  which  he  might  Ijring  in  any 
subsequent  session  of  pnrlinment.  For  which 
reason  the  queen  resolved  to  fill  the  see. 


had  writ  the  most  learned  treatise  the  sge  had 
produced,  of  the  doctrine  of  the  primitive 
church,  concerning  the  Trinity.  This  treatise 
had  been  so  well  received  all  Europe  over,  that 
in  an  assembly  general  of  the  clergy  of  France, 
the  bishop  of  Meaux  was  desired  to  write  over 
to  a correspondent  he  had  in  Loudon,  that  they 
had  such  a sense  of  the  service  he  had  done 
their  common  faith,  that  upou  it  they  sent  him 
their  particular  thanks  : I read  the  letter,  says 
Bnruet,  aud  so  1 can  deliver  it  for  a certain 
truth,  how  uncommon  soever  it  tnay  seem  lobe. 
The  queen  had,  a little  before  this,  promoted 
Dr.  Beveridge  to  the  see  of  St.  Asaph,  who  had 
shewed  himself  very  learned  in  ihe  ecclesi- 
astical knowledge.  They  were  both  pious  and 
devout  men,  but  were  now  declining ; both  of 
them  being  old,  and  not  like  to  Isold  out  long. 
So  -n  after  this,  the  see  of  Liucoin  became 
vacant  by  that  bishop's  death,  and  Dr.  Wake 
(late  archbishop  of  Canterbury)  was  promoted 
to  it.  He  was  a man  eminently  learned, an 
excellent  writer,  a good  preacher,  and,  which 
is  above  all,  a man  of  an  exemplary  life. 

Alterations  and  Promotions  in  the  S.'<i/e.l u ft 
was  no  small  mortification  to  the  high  clurch 
party  that  the  duke  of  Buckingham  wai 
removed,  and  the  privy  seal  given  to  the  duke 
of  Newcastle,  whose  interest  was  gre.it  with 
the  whig*.  About  the  same  time,  the  eariuf 
Peterborough  and  the  lord  Chohuoudley  "cre 
sworn  of  the  privy  counsel.  The  lord  Cutis 
was  appointed  to  command  the  forces  in 
Ireland  under  the  duke  of  Ormond;  hut  this 
seeming  preferment  w as,  in  reality,  a kind  of 
disgrace,  for  his  lordship  would  gladly  have 
» hauged  this  command  for  an  equivalent  ia  the 
service  abroad.  I he  earl  of  Montague  was 
created  marquis  of  Moumheruier,  aud  duke  ot 
Montague. 

Progress  of  the  Elections ,]  “ The  election  of 
the  members  of  the  House  of  Commons  waj 
managed  with  zeal  and  industry  on  both  sides- 
The  Clergy  took  great  pains  to  infuse  info  all 
people  tragical  oppreheusions  of  the  danger 
the  church  was  in.  The  Universities  were  in- 
flamed with  this,  and  took  all  possible  means 
to  spread  it  over  the  nation  with  much  vehe- 
mence. The  danger  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land grew  to  be  the  word  as  given  in  an  army. 
Men  were  known  as  they  answered  it.  None 
carried  this  highs  r than  die  Jacubites,  though 
they  hud  made  a schism  in  the  church.  At 
last,  even  the  pupists,  both  at  borne  and  abroad, 
seemed  to  be  disturbed  with  the  fears  which  the 
danger  of  our  church  put  them  under;  and 
this  was  supported  by  the  Paris  gazette,  though 
of  that  the  party  seemed  ashamed.  Books 
were  writ  and  dispersed  over  the  nation  with 
great  industry,  to  possess  all  people  with  the 
apprehensions  that  ibe  church  was  to  be  given 
up,  that  the  bishops  were  betraying  it,  and 
that  the  court  would  sell  it  to  fhe  dissenter?. 
Now  it  was,  that  the  Memorial  of  the  Church 
of  England,  penned  by  some  zealous  church- 
men, was  priuted  and  spread  abroad^  setting 
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forth  her  melancholy  situation  and  distress.* 
The/  also  hoped,  that  this  campaign,  proving 


• “ This  pamphlet  was  composed  by  Dr. 
Drake  the  physician,  and  others,  and  humbly 
offered  lo  the  consideration  of  all  true  lovers  of 
our  church  and  constitution.  Iu  it  was  the 
following  passage:  “ Those  that  look  no  deeper 
than  the  surface  of  things,  are  apt  to  conclude, 
without  hesitation,  that  the  church  of  England 
is  in  a very  flourishing  condition.  Its  dignities 
and  preferments  make  a very  good  shew,  and 
(he  patronage  of  the  queen  seems  to  promise  a 
continuance  of  prosperity.  But,  for  all  this 
fine  complexion  and  fair  weather,  there  is  an 
hectic  ferer  lurking  iu  the  very  bowels  of  it, 
which,  if  not  timely  cured,  will  infect  all  the 
humours,  and  at  length  destroy  the  very  being 
of  it.  Tiie  nation  has  a long  time  abounded 
*uh sectaries,  who  in  the  preceding  century,  vio- 
lently overturned  both  church  and  state,  though 
their  own  extravagance  and  confusion,  through 
x special  providence,  contributed  more  than 
human  wisdom  to  the  re-establishment  of  them. 
The  sons  of  those  men  yet  remain,  and  inherit, 
many  of  them,  the  principles  of  their  fathers. 
It  would  therefore  be  no  very  uncharitable  sup- 
position, without  any  other  argument,  to  ima- 
ftite  them  heirs  of  their  designs  likewise ; for 
it  u easy  to  demonstrate,  that  such  principles 
lead  naturally  to  such  designs,  and  that  no  man 
can  heartily  embrace  one,  without  having  fa- 
vourable thoughts  of  the  other.  Nor  can  we 
blame  them ; for,  if  any  man  is  persuaded  (as 
many  of  our  sectaries  avow  themselves  to  be) 
tUt  the  discipline  and  worship  of  the  church  of 
England  arc  an  abomination,  bis  conscience 
wiil  readily  suggest  to  him,  that  he  ought  to  do 
Lis  utmost  to  purge  the  land  from  suen  abomi- 
aatioo;  and  upon  this  pretence  has  the  church 
been  once  already  subverted,  though  raised 
agxio  by  God  in  a miraculous  manner.  In 
those  days  a thorough  reformation,  root  and 
branch,  was  the  cry  of  all  the  pulpits,  the 
hhibbolctb  of  the  pnrty.  If,  since  the  church 
recovered  its  ancieut  lustre  and  authority,  they 
bare  been  more  silent,  and  in  appearance  more 
moderate,  it  is  not  that  they  are  better  tem- 
pered nr  affected,  but  that,  submitting  to  the 
necessity  of  the  times,  they  have  dissembled 
ike*  intentions  better:  Yet  some  overt-at- 
leaipis  here,  and  the  whole  course  of  their 
proceeding  in  Scotland  during  these  two  last 
re*r»,  sufficiently  shew  us  what  treatment  we 
®^bt  expect,  if  they  had  the  power.  But 
*****  people,  though  they  may  have  the  will, 
haw  not  the  power  alone  to  endanger  the 
chtiTtb.  The  dissenters  are  not  yet  consider- 
able enough  for  their  numbers  (however  they 
boast  of  them)  wealth,  or  quality,  to  bring 
ibout  any  great  change  in  the  constitution  of 
chorch  or  state.  And  our  church  is  too  strong 
be  shaken,  but  through  the  treachery  or 
topioe  negligence  of  its  own  members ; or  those, 
11  bast,  that  pretend  to  be  such ; and,  as  such, 
P*ha  tbemselves  frequently  upon  their  country 
church,  to  t be  irreparable  damage  of  both. 


less  prosperous,  thRn  had  been  expected, 
might  put  the  nation  into  ill  humour,  which 

The  sudden  death  of  the  hue  king  disappoint- 
ed, mortified,  and  humbled  the  dissenters  and 
their  abettors,  the  Whigs,  so  excessively,  that 
they  were  ready  to  have  thrown  a blank  to  the 
church,  and  would  have  taken  a general  in- 
demnity, with  an  exclusion  from  all  public 
trust  and  office.  They,  who  not  a month  be- 
fore, breathed  nothing  but  defiance,  and  in- 
sulted the  church,  and  treated  the  princess 
with  the  most  scandalous  indignities  and  rudest 
calumnies,  were  in  an  instant  grown  the  most 
dutiful  subjects,  the  most  affectionate  friends, 
and  the  most  peaceable,  meek,  and  ehristian- 
spirited  people  in  the  universe.  They  pleached 
nothing  but  charity,  peace,  and  lore,  forgive- 
ness of  injuries,  oblivion  of  wrongs,  and  the 
utter  abolition  and  extinction  of  parties  and  fac- 
tions for  ever.  So  very  good  and  gracious  can 
men  in  fear  be  ! But  whence  this  humility  and 
dejection  of  mind,  this  sweetness  of  temper? 
Was  it  natural,  or  the  result  of  more  extraor- 
dinary grace,  or  more  Christian  principles  than 
other  inen  were  possessed  of?  No;  but  they 
hud  just  before  injured  and  affronted  the  prin- 
cess and  church  of  England  in  so  insolent  and 
outrageous  a manner,  upon  presumption,  that 
durable  schemes  were  upon  the  anvil  in  their 
favour,  that  their  own  consciences,  upon  the 
vanishing  of  them,  prompted  them  to  seek  par- 
don and  peace,  from  those  whom  they  bad  so 
abused,  by  an  extraordinary  submission.  But 
when,  con  Mary  to  these  fears,  they  found  the 
head  of  the  church,  and,  after  her  example, 
the  members' of  it  too  inclined  not  only  to 
forgive,  but  to  forget  past  injuries,  and  that, 
instead  of  punishment,  they  met  not  with  so 
much  as  a rebuke  or  reproach,  but  comfortable 
speeches  and  kind  assurances  from  the  queen 
herself,  and  good  countenance  from  some  of 
her  prime  ministers,  their  spirits  were  elated 
in  an  instant ; the  spirit  of  humility  and  pacifi- 
cation vanished;  their  former  insolence  and 
presumption  relumed  upon  them  in  full  force; 
and  they  began  to  challenge  and  provoke  the 
church  at  boldly  as  ever.  Thus  far  the  history 
of  their  carriage  towards  the  church  is  public 
and  recent,  at  likewise  the  advances,  that  have 
been  made  in  their  favour,  and  the  repulses, 
which  the  church  ha*  inet  with.  Evety  thing 
has  passed  in  Scotland  to  the  desire  of  the  pres- 
bytery, even  to  the  endangering  the  church  and 
monnichy  of  England,  and  the  disherison  of  itt 
crown,  and  the  immediate  prejudice  of  its 
sovereignity;  bur  on  the  contrary,  nothing  for 
the  security  of  the  church  here,  which  can  not 
only  boast  itself  lobe  a main  brnncli  of  the  civil 
constitution,  but  the  prop  and  support  of  the 
whole  frame  of  government;  which  removed, 
it  must  necessarily  fall  to  the  ground,  as  has 
been  once  fatally  experimented.  All  attempts 
to  settle  it  on  a perpetual  foundation  have  been 
opposed  and  rendered  ineffectual  by  ministers, 
who  owe  their  present  grandeur  to  its  protec- 
tion ; and  who  with  a prevarication  os  shame- 
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might  furnish  them  with  some  advantages.  In 
opposition  to  all  this,  the  court  acted  with  such 
caution  and  coldness,  that  the  Whigs  had  very 
little  strength  given  them  by  the  ministers  in 
managing  the  elections.  They  seemed  rather 
to  look  on  indifferent  spectators,  but  the  Whigs 
exerted  themselves  with  great  nctivity  and  zeal. 
The  dissenters  who  had  been  formerly  much 
divided,  were  now  united  intircly  in  the  inte- 
rests of  the  government,  and  joined  with  the 
wliigs  every  where. 

Sir  Nathan  Wriglit  dismissed , and  Cowper  i 
made  Lard  Keeper .]  “ When  the  elections  were  j 
all  over,  the  court  took  more  heart,  for  it  np-  j 
peared,  that  they  weresure  of  agreat  majority; 
and  the  Lord  Godoiphin  declared  himself  more 
openly,  than  he  had  yet  done,  in  favour  of  the 
Whigs.  The  first  instance  given  of  this,  was  the 
dismissing  of  sir  Nathan  Wright,  who  had  con- 
tinued so  long  lord-keeper,  that  he  was  fallen 
under  a high  degree  of  contempt  with  all  sides; 
even  the  'l  ories,  though  he  was  wholly  theirs, 
despising  him.  He  was  sordidly  covetous,  and 
did  not  at  all  live  suitably  to  that  high  post.  He 
was  become  extremely  rich  though  he  was  not 
charged  with  bribery  in  bis  court ; but  there 
was  a rumour  with  relation  to  the  livings  of  the 

ful  as  their  ingratitude,  pretend  to  vote  and 
speak  for  it  themselves,  while  they  solicit  and 
bribe  others  with  pensions  and  places  to  he 
against  it.” 

This  last  refliction  was  visibly  levelled 
against  the  duke  of  Marlborough  and  the  lord 
treasurer  Godoiphin : and  the.  rest  of  that  libel, 
containing  no  less  injurious  insiiHiaiions  against 
the  queen  herself  for  removing  some  of  her 
ministers,  the  grand  jury  of  London  and  county 
of  Middlesex,  at  the  sessions  held  at  the  Old- 
Bailey,  on  the  31st  of  August,  41  with  the  ut- 
most indignation  and  resentment,  presented 
one  book,  lately  printed  hy  a notorious  crimi- 
nal [David  Edwards!  (convicted  in  that  court 
for  printing  and  publishing  a seditious  and 
treasonable  libel,  for  which  he  was  fined  and 
pilloried,  and  was  now  fled  from  justice)  inti- 
tied,  The  memorial  of  the  church  of  Euglaud, 
&c.  to  be  a false,  scandalous,  and  traitorous 
libel,  secretly,  but  industriously  spread  abroad, 
to  advance  and  accomplish  traitorous  and  wick- 
ed designs,  highly  impeaching  the  truth  and 
sincerity  of  her  majesty’s  royal  resolution  and 
pious  assurances  to  support  and  preserve  our 
government,  both  in  church  ami  slate,  the 
rights,  liberties,  and  properties  of  all  her  peo- 
ple; and  also  craftily  designed  to  reproach  and 
scandalize  her  wise  and  faithful  ministry,  di- 
vide her  couocils,  create  variances,  disputes, 
and  discords  in  her  parliament,  and  to  raise 
and  foment  animosities,  fears,  and  jealousies 
amongst  all  her  people.”  Upon  this  present- 
ment the  court  ordered  the  said  libel  to  be 
forthwith  burnt  in  the  sight  of  the  said  court 
then  sitting,  and  also,  on  the  Tuesday  follow- 
ing, before  the  Royal  Exchange;  which  was 
done  accordingly,  on  the  1st  of  September,  the 
sheriffs  attending.’'  Tiudal, 


crown,  that  were  given  by  the  great  seal,  a<  if 
they  were  set  to  sale  by  the  officers  under  km. 
The  great- seal  being  sent  for,  the  custody  of  it 
was  given,  in  council,  to  William  Cowper,  with 
the  title  of  Lord-keeper.  He  was  a gentleman 
of  a good  family,  of  excellent  parts,  and  of  so 
engaging  deportment,  very  eminent  in  his  pro- 
fession, and  had  been,  for  many  years  consider- 
ed as  the  man  who  spoke  the  best  in  the  House 
of  Commons.  His  promotion  was  very  accep- 
table to  the  Whigs,  who  had  been  much  disgus- 
ted with  the  Lord  Treasurer  for  the  coldness  lie 
expressed,  as  if  he  would  have  maintained  a 
neutrality  between  the  two  parties,  though  tbe 
one  supported  him,  while  the  other  designed  to 
ruin  him.  But  this  step,  in  preferring  the  new 
J>ord-keeper,  went  a great  way  towards  recon- 
ciling the  Wiiigs  to  him.* 

FIRST  SESSION  of  the  SECOND  PAR- 
LIAMENT or  QUEEN  ANNE. 

List  of  the  House  of  Ctmwiont.]  October  25, 
1705.  This  day,  the  New  Parliament  met. 
The  following  is  a List  of  the  Member*  of  the 
House  of  Commons : 

A List  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  tlieSccond 
Parliament  summoned  by  Queen  As.ne, 
October  25,  1705. 

Abington,  William  Harvey. 

Grey  Nevil.  Arundel , 

Agmondesham,  James  Butler, 

Lord  Ctieyne,  Edmund  Dummcr. 

Sir  Samuel  Garrard.  Ashburton, 

Albans,  (St.)  Richard  Reyoell, 

George  Churchill,  Gilbert  Yard. 

Henry  Killogrew.  Aylesbury, 

Aldborough,  (Syffblk)  Sir  John  Whitwrooge, 
Sir  Henry  Johnson,  Simon  Maync. 

William  Johnson.  Banbury , 

Aldborough,  ( Yorkshire)  Charles  North. 

Robert  Moncton,  Barnstaple, 

William  Jessop.  Nicholas  Hooper, 

Alter ton'-Norlh,  Saimid  Rolle. 

Sir  William  Hustler,  Bath, 

Roger  Gale.  William  Blnithwayt, 

Andover , Alexander  Pophatn. 

John  Smith,  Beaumaris , 

Francis  Shepherd.  Henry  Bertie. 

A nglesca , Bedfordshire , 

Lord  Bulkeley.  Sir  Vincent  Charnock, 

Apleby,  Sir  William  Gust  wick. 

James  Graham,  Bedford  Town, 

• The  duchess  of  Marlborough,  in  the  Ao 
count  of  her  Conduct  (p.  159.)  says,  “ The  next 
year  I prevailed  with  her  majesty  to  take  the 
great  seal  from  sir  Nathan  Wright,  a man  des- 
pised by  all  parties,  of  no  use  to  tbe  crown,  and 
whose  weak  and  wretched  conduct  in  the  court 
of  Chancery,  had  almost  brought  his  very  office 
into  contempt.  His  removal,  however,  was  a 
great  loss  to  the  church,  for  w hich  he  had  ever 
been  a warm  stickler.  And  this  loss  was  the 
more  sensibly  felt  as  his  successor,  ray  hwrd 
Cowper,  was  not  only  of  the  Whig-party,  but  of 
such  abilities  and  integrity,  as  brought  a uetf 
credit  to  it  in  tbe  nation.” 
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William  Farrer, 

Sir  Philip  Moooux. 
if  edic  t n. 

Sir  George  Bvng, 

Nicholas  Poliexfen. 

Berkshire, 

Richard  Netil, 

Sir  John  Stonehou«e. 

Herrick  Town, 
Samuel  Ogle, 

Jonathan  Hutchinson. 
Htverlt'j, 

SirCharlei  Hot  ham, 

Jubn  Moyser. 
bad  Icy, 

Salway  Winnington. 

Bishop* t Castle, 
Henry  Brett, 

Henry  Newport. 

Bietchrigly, 

John  Ward, 

George  Evelyn. 

Bodmin, 

Francis  Roberts, 

J *ho  Hoblyn. 

Borah/on, 

Spencer  Cow  per, 

Peter  King. 

Borough  bridge, 

John  Stapleton, 

Craven  Peyton. 

Bostiney, 

S*r  Simon  llarcoort, 

Juhu  Manley. 

Boston, 

Sir  Howard  Irby, 

Uichaid  Wynn. 

Bruch  ley, 

Charlew  Egerton, 

John  Sidney. 

Bramfscr, 

John  Asgil, 

Lord  Windsor. 

Brecon  County, 

Sr  Edward  William*. 

Brecon  Jotcrt, 

&r  John  Jeffreys. 

Bridcgwntcr, 

Sr  Thomas  W rotb, 
George  Balch. 

Bridport , 

Alexander  Pit  field, 
Tootnaa  Strangeways. 

Bristol, 

Robert  Yate, 

Sir  William  Paine*. 

Bridgnorth, 

William  Wlntmore, 
Humphry  Briggs, 
Bucks,  County, 
Richard  Temple, 
Wiliam  Egerton. 

Buckingham  Town, 
Sir  Edmund  Denton, 
Rry«n  Willis. 

Colne, 

Ldwanl  P.avnton, 

Gowye  Ducket. 

Ca  mhridgesh  ire , 

J>hn  Prom  ley, 

S*r  Kitsbout  Cullen. 

Cambridge  Town, 

Sir  John  Gotten, 


Anthony  Thompson. 

Cambridge  University, 
Arthur  Annesley, 

Dixev  Windsor. 

Came  [ford, 

William  Pole, 

Henry  Pinnel. 

Canterbury , 

Henry  J.ee, 

John  Hardrrss. 

Cardiff* , 

Thomas  Afansel. 

Cardiganshire, 

John  Pugh. 

Cardigan  Town, 
Lewis  Price. 

Carlisle, 

Thomas  Stanwix, 

Sir  Jatncs  Montagu. 

Carmarthenshire , 
Griffith  Rice. 

Carmarthen  Town, 
Richard  Vaughan. 

Carnarvonshire , 

Sir  John  Wynn. 

CWnnrcon  Town, 
Thomas  Bulkelr-y. 

Castle  Rising , 
Horatio  Walpole, 
William  Fielding. 

Cheshire, 

Langham  Booth, 

John  Crew  Offley. 

Cheshire  Town, 

Sir  Henry  Buubury, 
Peter  Shackerly. 

Chichester, 

William  Ellison, 

Sir  Thomas  Littleton. 

Chippenham, 

Sir  James  Tong, 

Walter  White. 

Chipping - H’icomb, 
Charles  Godfrey, 
Fleetwood  Dormer. 

Christ's  Church , 
Francis  Gwynn, 

William  Ettricke. 

Cirencester, 

Allen  Bathurst, 

Henry  Ireton. 

Ch/ton, 

Nathaniel  Herne, 
Frederick  Herne. 

Ciithero , 

Edward  Harvey, 

Daniel  Harvey. 

Coekermouth, 
James  Stanhope, 
Tbouias  lomplugh, 

Colchester, 

Sir  Isaac  Rebow, 

Sir  'Thomas  Webster. 

Corfcastle, 

John  Bunks, 

Richard  Townes. 

Cornwall, 

Hugh  Koscawen, 

Sir  Richard  Vivian. 

Coventry, 

Fir  Orlando  Bridgman, 
Ldwaid  Hopkins. 

Cucklade, 


Edmund  Dtinch, 

Samuel  Barker. 

Cumberland  County, 
Richard  Musgrave, 
George  Fletcher. 

Denbighshire, 

Sir  Richard  Middleton. 

Denbigh  Town, 
William  Robinson. 

Derbyshire, 

John  Curzon, 

Thomas  Coke. 

Derby  Town, 

Tx>rd  Cavendish, 

Sir  Thomas  Parker. 
Devizes , 

Sir  Francis  Child, 

Josiali  Diston. 

Devonshire, 

Sir  William  Courtney, 
Robert  Kollc. 

Dorsetshire , 

Thomas  Strangeways, 
Thomas  Chaffin. 

Dorchester , 
Nathaniel  Napier, 
Awash  am  Churchill. 
Dover, 

Matthew  Aylmer, 

Philip  Papillon. 
Daicnton, 

Sir  Charles  Duncotnb, 
John  Evrc. 

Droihcieh, 

Charles  Cox, 

Edward  Foley. 

Dunwich, 

Sir  Charles  Blots, 

John  Rous. 

Durham  County , 

Sir  Robert  Eden, 

John  Tempest. 

Durham  City, 
Thomas  Conyers, 

Sir  Henry  Rellasys. 

Fast  low. 

Sir  Henry  Seymour, 
George  Clark. 

Edmund's  Bury, 

Sir  Thomas  Felton, 
Anbury  Porter. 

Essex, 

Sir  Francis  Mathnm, 
Thomas  Middleton. 

Ever  sham, 

John  Rudge, 

Hugh  Parker. 

Exeter , 

Sir  Toward  Seymour, 
John  Snell. 

Eye, 

Sir  Joseph  Jckyll, 
Spencer  Comptou. 

Flintshire, 

Sir  John  Conway. 

Flint  Town, 

Sir  Roger  Mostyn. 
Eoway, 

George  Gianville, 

John  Hicks. 

Cation, 

Sir  George  New  land, 
Paul  Docminique. 


Germans  (St.) 
Henry  Fleming, 

Edward  Elliot. 

Glamorganshire, 

Sir  Thomas  Matisel. 

G lamorgan  shire. 

Sir  Johu  Guise, 
Maynard  Colchester, 
Gloucester  City, 
John  Hanbury, 

William  Cooke. 

Granpound, 
Francis  Scobell, 

Jam  -s  Craggs. 

Grantham , 

Lord  Granby, 

Sir  William  Ellis. 

Grimsby , 

Arthur  Moore, 

William  Cotcsworth. 

Gr  instead, 

John  Conyers, 

John  Toke. 

Guildford , 

Penzil  Onslow, 

Robert  Wroth. 

Harwich, 

Sir  Thomas  Daval, 

John  F.llis. 

Haslemere, 

George  Woodroffie, 
John  Fulham. 

Hastings, 

William  AshburohaHi, 
John  Pulteitey. 

Haverfordwest, 
John  Laugharn. 

He  Is  ton, 

Sidney  Godolphin, 
Francis  Godolphin. 

Herefordshire, 

Turd  Scudamore, 

Henry  Gorges. 

Hereford  City , 
James  Bridges, 

Thomas  Foley. 

Hertford  County, 
Sir  John  Spencer, 

Ralph  Freeman. 

Hertford  Town, 
Charles  Caesar, 

Richard  Goulston. 

Hey  don, 

Anthony  Duncomb, 
William  Pnlteney. 

Hytesbury, 

Edward  Ash, 

William  Monson. 

Higham  Ferrers, 
Thomas  Wentworth. 

Hindoo, 

Genrgo  Morley, 
Reynolds  Cal  thorp. 
Honitun , 

Sir  William  Drake, 

Sir  Walter  Yongc. 
Horsham , 

Charles  Everrfleld, 
Henry  Goring. 

Hiinlirrgtonshire, 
John  Dryden,  • 

John  Pnrklinton. 

Huntingdon  Town, 
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Edward  Wortley, 

John  Pedley. 

. Hythe, 

Sir  Philip  Boteler, 

John  Boteler. 

Ilcester , 

Edward  Strode, 

John  Webb. 

Ipswich , 

Henry  Pooley, 

John  Bence. 

/err,  (.St. ) 

Sir  Bartho.  Graccdeicc, 
John  Bor  I ace. 

Kclhngton, 

Sir  William  Corytou, 
Samuel  Uollc. 

Kent , 

J -on\  Villiert; 

Sir  Cholmond.  Dering, 
Kingston, 

Sir  William  SL  Quintio, 
William  Maistcrs. 

i2:/ec  NilfOTOUch, 

Robert  Byerley, 
Christopher  Stookdale. 

Lancashire , 

Charles  Stanley, 

Richard  Shuttleworlh. 

Lancaster  Town, 
Robert  Heysbanv 
William  Heytbam. 

J Ancestor, 

Lord  Hyde, 

William  Carey. 

Leicestershire , 

John  V’eroey, 

John  Wilk.ns. 

ljCicestcr  Town, 

Sir  George  Beau  mot  it, 
James  Wm*tanley. 

Leominster, 

Lonl  Coningesby, 

Edward  Harley. 

Le  shard, 

William  Bridge*, 
Thomas  Dodsoo. 

Lcstwith'c  l, 

Russel  Roberta, 

James  Kendall. 

Lewes , 

Thomas  Pelham, 
Richard  Paine. 

Lincolnshire , 

George  Whicbcott, 
Albemarle  Bertie. 

Lincoln  City , 
Thomas  Lifter, 

Sir  Thomas  Meets* 
Litchfield, 

Richard  Dyoit, 

Sir  Henry  Gough. 

Lhcrpi  of, 

Wilhain  Clayton, 

Thomas  Jolui*ou. 

Ixtndon, 

Sir  Roliert  Clayton, 

Sir  William  AAunt, 

Sir  Gilbert  liealhcoie, 
Samuel  Shepherd. 
Ludlow, 

Sir  Thomas  Powis, 

Action  Bald  wy  n. 


Lugger  shall, 
Walter  Kent, 

John  Webb. 

Lyme- Regis, 
Thomas  Freke, 

John  Burridge. 

l.ymington, 
Thomas  Dore, 

Paul  Burrard. 

Lynn  Regis, 

Sir  Charles  Turner, 
Robert  Walpole. 
.Maidstone, 

Sir  Thomas  Colepcper, 
Thomas  Bliss. 

Malden , 

William  Fyche, 

John  Comyn*. 

Mnluubury, 
Thomas  Farrington, 
Henry  MorUamit 
Motion, 

Sir  William  Strickland, 
William  Palmes. 

Marlborough, 

John  Jeffreys, 

Algernoon  Seymour. 
Marlow, 

Sir  James  Etheridge, 
James  Chnce. 

Mouses , (St.) 

Sir  Joseph  Tredenham, 
Francis  Godfrey. 

M*  Icamh- Regis, 
Maurice  Ashley, 
Anthony  Henley. 

Merioneth , 

Richard  Vaughan. 

. Midhurst, 

Robert  Orme, 

Laurence  Alcock. 

Middlesex , 

Scory  Barker, 

Sir  John  Wolslonholm. 

Milbourn, 

Sir  Thomas  Travel, 
Thomas  Medlicott. 

Mineheud , 
Alexander  Lutterel, 

Sir  Jacob  Ranks. 

Michael  (St.) 

Sir  William  Hodges, 
Hugh  Fortescue. 

Monmouthshire, 
John  Morgan, 

Hopton  Williams. 

Monmouth  Town, 
Sir  Thomas  Powell. 
Morpeth , 

Sir  Richard  Sand fonl, 
Edmund  Maine. 

Montgomeryshire, 
Edward  Vaughan, 
Montgomeiy  Town, 
Cbatles  M ison, 

Rework, 

James  Saimderson, 

John  Digby, 

Kewcastf ■ , (Staffer dsk.) 
Cicw  Otlley, 

John  Lawton. 

Newcastle,  ( Norlhtim .) 
Sir  William  HI  ticket, 


William  Carr. 

Newport,  f Cornwall ) 
Sir  Nicholas  Morricc, 

Sir  John  Pole, 

Newport , (Hants.) 
lord  Cults, 

William  Stevens. 

Newtou,  (Lancash.) 
Thomas  Leigh, 

John  Wa. 

Newton,  (Hants.) 
James  Worsley, 

Hour/  W orsley, 

Norfolk  County, 
Roger  To  wash  cod. 

Sir  John  Holland. 

Northamptonshire, 
Sir  Justinian  /sham, 
l*bomas  Cartwright. 

Northampton  Town, 
George  Montagu, 

Francis  Arundel. 

Northumberland , 
Thomas  Forster, 

Sir  John  Dclavall. 

Norwich , 

Waller  Bacon, 

John  Chambers. 

Nottinghamshire, 

Sir  Thoiua*  Willoughby, 
John  Thornhaugli- 

Notiingham  Town , 
Robert  Saclicverell, 
Wdliam  Pierrepoint. 

0 h champion, 

Thomas  Nurthmore, 

John  Dibble. 

C > ford, 

Sir  Edmund  Bacon, 

Sir  Edward  Turner. 

Oxfordshire, 

Sir  Fdward  Norris, 

Sir  Robert  Jenkinsou. 

Oxford  City, 

Sir  John  V\  alter, 

Thorn:)*  Rowncy. 

Oxford  University, 
Sir  William  Whitlock, 
Will.  Bromley. 

Tent  broke  shire, 

W riot  Owen. 

Ten. broke  Town, 
John  Meyriclu 

Pcnryit , 

James  V ernon, 

Samuel  Trefunia 

Peter  bo  ough, 

Gilbert  DolUm, 

Sidney  Montagu. 

Peter  afield, 

Norton  Paw  let, 

Leonud  Bil«>n. 

Plynu'uth, 

■Sir  George  Byucr, 

Cbsdi-s  Trelawncy. 

Pin  niton, 

Sir  John  Cope, 

Richard  fcdgcomb. 

/W, 

Sir  William  Phippard, 
Samuel  Weston. 

Pontefract, 

William  L.vUhcr, 


Sir  John  Bland. 

PtrrUmoulh , 

Sir  William  Gifford, 

Sir  George  Rook.  . 
Preston, 

Franc:*  Auucsley, 
Arthur  Mannar, ng. 

Sueenborot/gh, 

Sir  John  Jennings, 
Thomas  King. 

Radnor  County, 
Thomas  Harley. 

Iladnor  Town, 
Robert  Harley. 

Reading, 

Sir  William  Rich, 

Sir  Owen  Buckingham. 
Retford, 

Sir  Ilardolph  Wastnryi, 
Rich.  Mnleswortb. 

Richmond. 
William  Walsh, 
Thomas  York. 

Rrppon, 

John  Aiilaby, 

J<  hu  Sharp. 

Rochester, 

Sir  Cloudesly  Shovel, 

Sir  Staff.  Fail-bourn. 
Romyey, 

Walter  Whitfield, 

John  Brewer. 

Rutlandshire , 

Sir  Thomas  Mackaortb> 
Richard  Ilalfoid. 

Rye, 

Edward  Southwell, 
Philip  Herbert. 

Itycgale, 

Sir  John  Parsons. 
Stephen  Harvey. 

Salop  County, 
Robert  Lloyd, 

Richard  Corbett. 

Salop  Town, 

John  Kyiiaston, 
Richard  Mytloo. 

Sal  lash, 

James  Butler, 

Joseph  Moyle. 

Sandwich, 

Josiah  Burchet, 
Siriienry  Furnese. 

Sarum  New, 
Charles  Fox, 

Robert  Eyre. 

Sarum  Old, 

Robert  P it, 

Charles  Mompeswn. 

Scarborough, 

Rol-evt  Squire, 

William  Thompson. 
Seafoid, 

Wdliaiu  Lowndes, 
George  Nailor. 

Shaftsbuiy, 

Sir  John  Cropky, 
Edward  Nicholas*  ^ 
Slam  chant, 

John  Wicker, 

Nathaniel  Gould. 

S’mrrsetshirt, 

Juhn  PigOtt, 
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Xatbuuel  Palmer, 
Southampton  County , 
Twuiu  Jarv.n, 

Richard  Chandler. 

Southampton  Town, 
Lord  Woodstock, 

Adam  Cardonri. 

Soulhttark , 

John  Cbolmondeley, 
Unties  Col. 

Staffordshire, 

Etfea/d  Bqgot, 

Henry  Paget. 

Stafford  Town, 

Walter  Chetwyod, 

Tboffiaa  Foley. 

Stamford, 

Charles  Cecil, 

Giarie*  Bertie. 

Steynin^, 

WiDin  Wallis, 

Htmry  Goring. 

Stuckbndge , 

Sr  Mq  Hawles, 

Edward  Laurence. 

Sudbury, 

Srr  Harrty  Elwyi, 

PhJip  Skippon. 

Suffolk, 

Sir  Robert  Davers, 

Lord  Dyiert 

Surrey, 

Sir  William  Seawen, 

Sx  Richard  Onslow. 
Sussex, 

&r  George  Parker, 

Charles  Evcndield. 

Tamworth, 

Thomas  Guy, 

Joseph  Girdler. 

Taiisioek , 

Henry  Maaaton, 

John  Bolt  eel. 

Taunton, 

Sr  Francis  Wane, 

Edward  Clark. 

Tewksbury, 

Richard  D<.wdeswell, 
Edmund  Bray. 

7 hetf'ird , 

Sr  John  Wood  bouse, 
Thomas  D’ Grey. 

Thsrsk, 

Sr  Thomas  Frankland, 
Sr  Godirey  G»pley. 

Tree/  ton , 

R>hert  Bunidge, 

Thomas  Bere. 

Toineu, 

*r  Humph.  Mackworth, 
Thomas  Coalstoa. 

Trefron  y, 

Srr  Philip  Meadows. 

John  Trevanioo. 

Truro , 

Pwegrioe  Bertie, 

Henry  Vincent. 

W allingford , 
Clement  Kent, 

Wilham  Jennings. 

Warwickshire, 
Andre*  Archer, 

Sr  John  Mordaunt. 

*0L.  YU 


Warwick  Town , 
Francis  Grcvilie, 
Algernoon  Grcvilie. 

W areham, 

Thomas  Erie, 

George  Pitt* 

We/it, 

Maurice  Berkley, 

Henry  Portman. 

Wendover, 

Sir  Roger  Hill, 

Richard  Hampden. 

We, dock, 

William  Forrester, 
George  Weld. 

Wtohly, 

Henry  Cornwal, 

John  Birch. 

West  bury , 

Henry  Bertie, 

Robert  Bertie. 

Wesllow, 

Sir  Charles  Hedges, 
Francis  Palmer. 

Westminster , 

Henry  Boyle, 

Sir  Henry  Duttoncolt 
Westmoreland, 
Robert  Lowtber, 

William  Flemming. 

Weymouth , 

Anthony  Henley, 

Henry'  Thvnn. 

Whitchurch , 

John  Scrimpton, 

Richard  Woolaston. 

Wtnchrlxea , 

George  Dodingtoo, 

John  Hayes. 

Winchester , 

Lord  Pawlett, 

George  Bridges. 

Windsor, 

Lord  Fitzharding, 
Richard  1'opham. 

Wilton , 

John  Gantlet, 

William  Nicholas. 

Wiltshire, 

$»r  Richard  How, 

Robert  Hyde. 

Woodstock, 

James  Bertie, 

William  Cadogan. 

If  'ooton  Basset, 
Francis  Popham, 

Henry  St.  John. 

‘Wygan, 

Emanuel  How, 

Sir  Roger  Bradshaw. 

Worcestershire , 

Sir  John  Packington, 
William  Bromley. 

Worcester  City, 
Thomas  Wyide, 

Samuel  Swift. 

Yarmouth  ( Nor/. ) 
George  England, 

John  Nicholson. 

Yarmouth  (Hants.) 
Anthony  Morgan, 

Henry  Holm#*. 


Yorkshire,  York  City , 

Lord  Fairfax,  Robert  Benson, 

Lord  Hartington.  Sir  William  Robinson. 

Speaker  to  this  Parliament,  Johm  Smith. 

John  Smith,  esq.  chosen  Speaker .]  The  ap- 
pearance in  the  House  of  Commons  was  greater' 
than  had  been  known  at  the  opening  of  any 
parliament  for  fifty  years  before;  no  less  than 
456  members  being  present.  The  first  struggle 
was  about  the  choice  of  a Speaker,  by  which  a 
judgment  was  to  be  made  of  the  temper  and  in- 
clination of  the  members.  The  court  declared 
for  Mr.  John  Smith,  a man  of  clear  parts,  and 
of  a good  expression,  who  was  then  in  no  em- 
ployment, but  had  gone  through  great  posts  in 
the  former  reign  with  reputation  and  honour, 
having  been  a Commissioner  of  the  Treasury, 
and  Chancellorof  the  Exchequer.  He  had,  from 
his  first  setting  out  in  the  world,  been  thorough- 
ly in  the  principles  and  interests  of  the  Whigs, 
yet  with  a due  temper  in  all  personal  things, 
with  relation  to  theTorics.  But  the  Tories  nil 
declared  against  him  for  Mr.  Bromley,  one  of 
the  representatives  of  the  university  of  Oxford,  a 
rnan  of  a grave  deportment  and  good  morals, 
but  considered  as  a v iolent  Tory,  and  as  a great 
favourer  of  Jacobites,  which  appeared  evidently 
in  a relation  which  he  printed  of  his  travels* 
The  marquis  of  Granby,  eldest  son  to  the  duke 
of  Rutland,  who  first  proposed  Mr.  Smith,  was 
seconded  by  Mr.  Robert  Walpole and  sir 
John  Holland,  the  marquis  of  Hartington,  sir 
William  Strickland,  sir  Charles  Turner,  and 
some  others  spoke  by  turns  on  life  same  side. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  earl  of  Dysert  recom- 
mended Mr.  Bromley,  and  was  supported  by  sir 
Thomas  Hanmer,  sir  Edward  Seymour,  sir  Wil- 
liam Drake,  Mr.  Fredrick  Herne,  Mr.  Annes- 
ley,  and  sir  Roger  Mostyn.  No  affair  of  that 
sort  had  ever  been  carried  with  suclt  heat  on 
both  sides  as  this  was:  So  that  it  was  just  to 
form  a judgment  upon  it  of  the  temper  of  the 
House.  After  a debate  of  about  an  hour  and 
half,  the  House  divided,  and,  two  members 
being  appointed  to  tell  the  voices,  Mr.  Smith 
had  248,  and  Mr.  Bromley  205  only.  Mr. 
Smith  being,  on  the  $7th  of  October,  presented 
to  the  queen,  seated  on  the  throne  in  the  House 
of  Peers,  she  approved  the  choice  of  him. 

• “ I should  be  glad  to  know  whether  you 
design  to  be  in  town  at  the  opening  of  the 
sessions.  It  is  now  reported  afresh  that  Mr. 
Harley  will  quit  the  chair,  and  that  the  court 
will  set  up  the  Solicitor,  but  that  the  other 
Tories  will  try  for  Mr.  Bromley;  I do  not 
know  whether  you  will  think  this  contest  worth 
your  attendance,  but  sure  some  good  iday  be 
struck  out  of  this  division.  Lord  Hartington 
continues  Ml  of  the  gout,  and  Mr.  Smith  has  a 
defluxion  on  his  eyes,  and  if  Mr.  Walpole 
should  be  absent,  the  poor  Whigs  must  lose 
any  advantage  that  may  offer  itself,  for  want  of 
a leader.”  Spencer  Compton  (afterwards  Sir 
Spencer  Compton,  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  Enrl  of  Welmington)  to  Robert 
Walpole.  Coxe's  Walpole,  v©l.  2,  p.  0. 
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The  Queen's  Speech  on  opening  the  Session.] 
After  which,  her  majesty  utade  the  following 
Speech  to  both  Houses ; 

<l  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  ; 

u I have  been  very  desirous  to  meet  you  as 
early  as  l thought  you  might  be  called  together 
without  inconvenience  to  yourselves.  And  it 
is  with  much  satisfactiop,  l observe  so  full  an 
appearance  at  the  opening  of  the  parliament, 
because  it  is  a ground  tor  me  to  conclude,  you 
are  all  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  prosecuting 
theju:>twar,i(i  which  we  arc  engaged,  and  there- 
fore are  truly  sensible,  that  it  is  of  the  greatest 
importance  to  us,  to  be  timely  in  our  prepara- 
tions.—Nothing  can  be  more  evident,  than  that 
if  the  French  king  continues  master  of  the  Spa- 
nish monarchy,  the  balance  of  the  power  in 
Europe  is  utterly  destroyed,  and  he  will  be 
able  in  a short  time  to  ingross  the  trade  and 
the  wealth  of  the  world. — No  good  Englishman 
could  at  nny  time  be  content  to  sit  still,  and 
acquiesce  in  such  a prospect ; and  at  this  time 
we  have  great  grounds  to  hope,  that  by  the 
blessing  of  God  upon  our  arms,  and  those  of 
our  allies,  a good  foundation  is  laid  for  restoring 
the  monarchy  of  Spaiu  to  the  House  of  Aus- 
tria; the  coosequenccs  of  which  which  will 
not  only  be  safe  and  advantageous,  but  glori- 
ous for  England. — I may  add,  we  have  learned 
by  our  own  experience,  that  no  peace  with 
France  will  last  longer,  than  the  first  oppor- 
tunity of  their  dividing  the  allies,  and  of  attack- 
ing some  of  them  with  advantage. — All  our 
allies  must  needs  be  so  sensible  this  is  the  true 
state  of  the  case,  that  I make  no  doubt  but 
measures  will  soon  be  so  concerted,  as  that, 
if  we  be  not  wanting  to  ourselves,  we  shall  see 
the  next  campaign  begin  offensively  on  all  sides 
against  our  enemies,  in  a mo«.t  vigorous  man- 
ner.— I must  therefore  desire  y«»u,  gentlemen 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  to  grant  me  the 
iupplies,  which  will  be  requisite  for  carrying 
on  the  next  year’s  service  both  by  sea  and 
land ; and,  at  the  same  time,  to  consider,  that 
the  giving  all  possible  dispatch,  will  make  the 
supply  itself  much  mm  e effectual. — The  firm- 
ness and  conduct,  which  the  duke  of  Savoy 
has  shewn  amidst  extrema  difficulties,  is  be- 
yond example.  I have  not  been  wanting  to 
do  all  that  was  possible  for  me  in  order  to  bis 
being  supported. — I ought  to  take  notice  to 
you,  that  the  king  of  Prussia’s  troops  have  been 
very  useful  to  this  end.  Your  approbation 
of  that  treaty  last  session,  and  the  encourage- 
ment you  gave  upon  it,  leave  me  no  doubt  of 
being  able  to  renew  it  for  another  year. — I 
take  this  occasion  to  assure  you,  that  not  only 
whatever  shall  be  granted  by  parliament  for 
bearing  the  charge  of  the  war,  shall  be  hid 
out  for  that  purpose  with  the  greatest  faithful- 
ness  and  management ; but  that  I will  con- 
tinue to  ad  J,  out  of  iny  own  revenue,  all  I can 
reasonably  spare,  beyond  the  necessary  cx- 
pencet  for  the  honour  of  the  government. 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ; By  an  act  of 
parliament  passed  the  last  winter,  I was  ena- 
bled u>  appoint  eemunisiumers  for  this  king- 


t Queens  Speech  on  opening  the  Session.  [453 

dom,  to  treat  with  commissioners  to  be  im- 
powered  by  authority  of  parliament  in  Scot- 
land, concerning  a nearer  and  more  complete 
Union  between  the  two  kingdoms,  as  soon  as 
an  act  should  be  made  there  for  that  purpose. 

1 think  it  proper  for  me  to  acqua  nt  you, 
that  such  an  act  is  passed  there;  and  l in- 
tend in  a sliort  time,  to  came  commissions  to 
be  made  out  in  order  to  put  the  Treaty  on  font, 
which  I heartily  desire  may  prove  succewfol, 
because  I am  persuaded,  that  an  Union  of  tbs 
two  kingdoms  will  not  only  prevent  many  in- 
conveniences, which  may  otherwise  happen, 
hut  must  conduce  to  the  peace  and  happiness 
of  both  • nations ; and  therefore  I hope  I shall 
have  your  assistance  in  bringing  this  great 
work  to  a good  conclusion. — There  is  another 
Union  I think  myself  obliged  to  recommend 
to  you  in  the  most  earnest  and  affectionate 
manner;  l mean  an  Union  of  minds  and  af- 
fections amongst  ourselves.  It  is  that,  which 
would,  above  all  things,  disappoint  and  defeat 
the  hopes  and  designs  of  our  enemies. — I can- 
not but  with  grief  observe,  there  are  some 
amongst  us,  who  endeavour  to  foment  animo- 
sities; hut  I persuade  myself,  they  will  le 
found  to  be  very  few,  when  you  appear  to  as- 
sist me  in  discountenancing  and  defeating  such 
practices. — l mention  this  with  a little  more 
warmth,  because  there  have  not  been  wanting 
some  so  very  malicious,  as  even  in  print  to 
suggest  the  Church  of  England,  as  by  law  es- 
tablished, to  he  in  danger  at  this  time.—!  am 
willing  to  hope,  not  one  of  my  subjects  cm 
really  entertain  a doubt  of  my  affection  to  the 
Church,  or  so  much  as  suspect,  that  it  will  not 
be  my  chief  care  to  support  it,  nnd  leave  it 
secure  after  me ; and  therefore  we  may  bt 
certain,  that  they,  who  go  about  to  insinuate 
things  of  this  nature,  must  be  mine  aud  the 
kingdom's  enemies,  and  can  only  mean  lo 
cover  designs,  which  they  dare  not  publicly 
own,  by  endeavouring  to  distract  us  with  un- 
il*asonable  and  groundless  distrusts  and  jet* 
lousies. — I must  be  so  plain,  as  to  tell  you,  the 
best  proofs  we  can  all  give  at  present  of  oar 
zeal  for  the  preservation  ot  the  church,  will  be  to 
join  heartily  in  prosecuting  the  war  against  the 
enemy,  who  is  certaiuly  engaged  to  extirpst# 
our  religion,  as  well  as  to  reduce  this  kingdom 
to  slavery. — I am  fully  resolved  by  Gods  as- 
sistance "o  do  nay  part.  I w ill  always  affec- 
tionately support  and  countenance  the  Church 
of  England  ns  by  law  established.  I will  in- 
violably maintain  the  Toleration.  I will  do 
all  I cun  to  prevail  wiih  my  subjects  inlay 
aside  their  divisions,  and  will  study  to  make 
them  all  sale  and  easy.  I will  endeavour  to 
promote  religion  and  virtue  amongst  them,  and 
to  encourage  trade,  and  every  thing  else,  tbsl 
may  make  them  a flourishing  and  happy  peo- 
ple. Ami  they,  who  shall  concur  zealously 
with  me  in  carrying  on  these  good  designs, 
shall  be  sure  of  my  kindness  and  favour." 

The  Lords  Address  thereon.]  November  1. 
The  Lords  attended  the  queen  with  the  follow  inf 
Address : 
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u We  your  majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
sultjtcts,  the  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal  in 
parliament  assembled,  beg  leave  to  make  our 
Matbleaad  sincere  acknowledgments  to  your 
majesty,  for  your  most  gracious  speech  to  both 
Houses ; which  has  opeued  the  eyes,  and  raised 
the  hearts,  of  all  your  loyal  subjects. — Your 
majesty  is  pleased  to  give  us  warning  of  the 
danger  of  being  so  far  deluded,  as  to  depend 
ogam  on  the  faith  of  treaties  with  an  enemy, 
•ho  has  never  yet  had  any  other  regard  to  them 
than  as  they  served  the  purposes  of  his  interest 
aod  ambition ; and  to  inform  us,  that  no 
peace cao  be  lasting,  safe,  and  honourable,  till 
the  Spanish  monarchy  be  fixed  in  the  House  of 
Austria,  and  France  reduced  to  such  a degree 
dm  die  balance  of  power  in  Europe  be  ngnin 
restored. — We  humbly  concur  with  your  ina- 
jtstvin  these  your  wise  and  noble  sentiments. 
And  we  faithfully  promise,  that  no  dangers 
null  deter  us,  nor  any  artifices  divert  us,  from 
doing  all  that  is  in  our  |*ower,  to  assist  your 
majesty  in  carying  on  the  war,  till  you  shall  be 
enabled  to  procure  such  a peace  for  Europe. — 
l our  majesty  is  graciously  pleased  iw  encourage 
ns  with  toe  hopes  of  a glorious  campaigu  the 
next  year:  and  we  humbly  present  our  thanks 
lo your  majesty,  for  having  wisely  and  pro- i- 
dtfady  endeavoured  to  concert  such  measures 
si,  by  die  goodness  of  God,  may  be  a reu- 
sable foundation,  for  those  hopes:  and  wt* 
awe  your  majesty,  nothing  on  our  part  shall 
be  wanting,  to  make  them  effectual. — We  rest 
confident,  that  all  your  majesty'*  allies,  excited 
ty  your  constancy  and  courage,  and  fired  by 
the  example  of  a prince  whom  you  have  been 
pleased  to  mention  in  so  honourable  n manner, 
will  make  their  utmost  efforts  to  carry  on  the 
cause  of  liberty,  and  bring  this  just  uud  neces- 
sary war  to  a sp»  edy  and  happy  conclusion. 

“May  it  please  your  majesty;  Whar  you 
bare  already  performed,  and  what  you  are  still 
pursuing  for  the  go*>d  of  Christendom,  discovers 
* greatness  of  mind,  equal  to  the  tuost  heroic 
ot  ynur  predecessors. — But  we,  who  have  the 
happiness  to  be  your  subjects,  ought  in  the 
first  place  to  admire  in  your  majesty  that 
tender  and  indulgent  affection  to  your  people, 
which  you  have  shewn  from  the  beginning  of 
foar  reign  ; that  earnest  desire  to  unite  them 
among  themselves,  and  to  make  them  ail  easy, 
Rfeaud  happy,  under  your  government  ; that 
(toady  teal  for  the  Church  of  England  ns  by  law 
Mabi idied,  and  that  compassion  for  those  who 
so  unhappy  as  to  dissent  from  her.  Ail 
which  your  majesty  having  expressed  at  this 
timeia  so  gracious  and  moving  a manner, 
casnot  but  raise  in  us  the  most  firm  and  lively 
resolution*  of  promoting  every  tiling  you  have 
thought  fit  to  recommeud. — We  assure  your 
majesty,  we  will  do  all  we  can,  to  discounte- 
nance and  defeat  the  designs  and  practices 
of  those  who  foment  animosities  among  your 
people ; and  will  ever  shew  the  utmost  detes- 
tation of  those  ungrateful  and  wicked  men,  who 
kbour  to  dishonour  your  majesty's  reign,  anti 
Strict  your  subjects  with  unreasonable  and 
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groundless  jealousies  of  dangers  to  the  Church 

of  England. 

“ Wc  shall  be  ready  to  concur  in  nil  measure* 
requisite  to  put  a stop  to  the  malice  of  (hoe 
incendiaries.  In  the  mean  time,  we  humbly 
advise  and  beseech  your  majesty  to  require 
and  command  your  othcers  and  ministers,  to 
whom  that  part  belong**,  that  they  prosecute 
and  punish  them  with  the  utmost  rigour  of 
law,  ns  the  most  spiteful  and  dangerous  euetnies 
to  the  Church  and  State. — Your  majesty’s  ex- 
ample is  the  shilling  ornament  of  our  Church, 
which,  under  the  influence  of  your  happy  co- 
yer innen t,  increases  in  honour  and  esteem,  not 
only  at  home,  hut  abroad.  Your  unexampled 
bounty  for  the  relief  of  the  wanting  clergy 
(which  has  been  justly  and  universally  acknow- 
ledged and  celebrated)  is  an  undeniab'e  evi- 
dence of  your  concern  for  the  dignity  and 
honour  of  the  church;  and  ytmr  majesty's 
cure  to  lay  hold  of  every  opportunity  of  de- 
claring it  from  the  throne  makes  it  impossible 
for  any  of  your  subjects  to  entertain  a real 
doubt  of  your  aval  for  the  support  of  the  Church 
us  by  law  established. 

“ We  beg  leave  to  offer  to  your  majesty  our 
most  sincere  assurances  that  we  will  not  he 
wanting  in  our  utmost  endeavours  lo  reconcile 
and  unite  all  your  subjects,  and  to  extinguish 
those  unhappy  animosities  which  have  too 
much  prevailed  among  us;  the  effecting 
whereof  seems  to  be  the  only  huppiness  wanting 
to  complete  the  blessings  of  your  reign,  which 
we  pray  God  may  long  continue  ; and  that  you 
may  see  the  fruit  of  all  your  majesty’s  giaciou* 
admonitions  t<>  your  subjects,  in  their  hearty  and 
entire  union  ; and  the  happy  effects  of  all 
vour  great  designs  abroad,  in  the  well  esta- 
blished peace  and  liberty  of  Europe.’' 

The  Queen's  Answer.]  Her  majesty’s  Answer 
was  ns  follow  5 : 

“ My  lords ; I return  you  my  hearty  thanks 
for  your  Address;  and  1 assure  you,  it  is  a great 
satisfaction  to  me,  to  find  you  are  so  ready  to 
concur  in  those  things  which  1 have  recom- 
mended to  you.” 

The  Commons ' Address.]  Nov.  6.  Tho 
Commons  presented  ‘heir  Address  as  follows  ; 

**  Most  gracious  Sovereign  ; your  majesty's 
most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Commons 
of  England,  in  parliament  assembled,  are  met 
together,  with  nunds  fully  disposed  to  assist 
your  majesty  in  compassing  the  great  and  glo- 
rious designs,  meutiu*  ed  in  your  most  gracious 
speech  to  both  Houses  of  parliament;  hr 
which  we  beg  leave  to  return  our  most  hearty 
thanks,  uud  at  the  same  time  to  congratulate 
the  glorious  sucress  of  your  majesty’s  arms,  and 
those  of  vour  allies. — \Vc  are  lully  convinced, 
that  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe  can  never 
be  restored,  till  the  monarchy  of  Spain  is  in 
the  possession  of  the  House  of  Austria,  and  that 
no  peace  w»:h  France  can  be  secure  and  lasting 
whilst  the  French  king  shall  he  m a condition 
to  break  it  ; and  therefore  your  faithful  Com- 
mons arc  fully  resolved,  effectually  to  enable 
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your  majesty  to  carry  on  the  war  with  vigour, 
to  support  your  allies,  and  make  good  such 
treaties  as  your  majesty  shall  judge  necessary 
to  reduce  the  exorbitant  power  of  France.— 
It  is  no  small  encouragement  to  your  Commons 
chearfully  to  grant  the  supplies  necessary  for 
those  grtat  ends,  to  find  a frugal  management 
and  a just  and  prudent  application,  of  the 
public  money. — We  cannot  omit  upon  this 
occasion,  most  thankfully  to  acknowledge  your 
majesty's  goodness,  iu  continuing  to  contri- 
bute out  ol  your  own  revenue  to  the  expences 
of  the  war. — We  want  words  to  express  the 
deep  tpnse  we  have  of  the  many  blessings  we 
enjoy  under  your  majesty's  most  happy  govern- 
ment : we  are  throughly  sensible  ot  your  affec- 
tionate care  to  support  and  countenance  the 
Church  ol  England,  as  by  law  established,  your 
resolution  to  maintain  the  Toleration,  and  to 
encourage  the  trade,  union,  and  welfare  of  your 
people. — This  being  the  happy  condition  of 
all  your  subjects,  it  is  the  greatest  concern 
imaginable  to  us,  to  fipd,  your  majesty  has  so 
just  reason  to  resent  the  ingratitude  of  some, 
who  endeavour  to  foment  animosities  and  divi- 
sions amongst  us;  and  we  cannot  without  indig- 
nation reflect,  that  there  should  be  any  so 
mnbeious  as  to  insinuate,  that  the  Church  of 
England,  as  by  law  established,  is,  or  ever  can 
be,  iu  danger,  for  want  of  your  majesty’s  care 
and  zeal  to  support  and  maintain  it.  Your 
majesty’s  exemplary  piety,  your  steady  ad- 
herence to  the  Church  of  England,  leave  no 
room  to  doubt,  but  that  these  suggestions  pro- 
ceed from  your  majesty’s  and  the  kingdom’s 
enemies,  who  to  cover  their  own  disaffection  to 
the  present  establishment  and  administration, 
endeavour  to  distract  your  subjects  with  un- 
reasonable and  groundless  distrusts  and  jealou- 
sies.—Your  majesty  may  he  assured,  that  your 
Commons  will  zealously  concur  in  every  thing, 
that  may  tend  to  discourage  and  punish  such 
incendiaries,  and  to  disappoint  your  enemies 
both  ut  home  mid  abroad.” 

The  Queen's  Answer. ] To  this  her  majesty 
answered : J 

“Geutlemen;  I take  very  kindly  the  con- 
fidence you  express  in  my  care  of  'the  public, 
and  your  concern  for  the  occasion  I have  had 
to  complain. — I return  you  my  hearty  thunks 
for  the  assurances  of  your  support  and  assist- 
ance, which,  by  God’s  blessing,  I shall  always 
endeavour  to  improte  for  the  advantage  and 
happiness  of  my  people.” 

The  Commons'  Address , concerning  the  Union 
and  Succession  iu  Scotland.]  I his  done,  the 
Commons*  went  vigorously  on  with  the  ne- 
cessary Supplies  and  other  matters;  and  on  the 

**The  first  matter,  with  which  the  Commons 
commonly  beirin,  is  to  receive  Petitions  against 
the  members  returned,  so  that  gave  a further 
discovery  of  the  inclinations  of  the  majority: 
the  corruption  of  the  nation  was  grown  to  such 
a height,  and  there  was  so  much  foul  practice 
©n  all  hands,  that  there  was,  no  doubt,  great 
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13th,  resolved  thatan  Address  should  be  present 
edto  her  majesty,  “ To  return  her  the  thanks  of 
the  House,  for  her  ereat  regard  of  the  good 
and  welfare  of  both  her  kingdoms  of  England 
and  Scotland ; for  her  great  care  and  endea- 
vour to  settle  the  Succession  of  the  kingdom 
of  Scotland  in  the  House  of  Hanover,  for  pre- 
serving the  peace  and  promoting  the  Union 
of  the  two  kingdoms;  and  to  assure  Her  that 
they  would,  to  the  utmost  of  their  poser,  as- 
sist her  majesty  to  bring  that  great  work  to  a 
happy  conclusion,  and  likewise  that  she  would 
be  graciously  pleased  to  direct,  that  the  whole 
proceedings  of  the  last  Sessions  of  parliameut 
; in  Scuiland,  relating  to  the  Union  of  the  two 
| kingdoms,  and  the  settlement  of  the  Succession 
of  Scotland,  in  the  House  of  Hanover,  might 
j he  laid  before  that  House and,  having  or- 
dered an  Address  to  be  presented  toberac- 
! cordingly  by  such  members  of  that  House  as 
were  of  her  privy-council,  Mr.  Secretary  Hadey 
acquainted  them,  That  that  having  been  done 
; accordingly,  her  majesty  was  pleased  to  answer 
i " That  she  took  very  kindly  the  sense  they 
i expressed  of  her  endeavours  to  promote  the  Pro- 
! testam  Succession,  and  the  Treaty  of  Union 
with  Scotland  : and  that  she  had  given  direc- 
tion for  complying  with  their  Address,  tod 
that  they  should  have  the  state  of  that  matter, 
as  soon  as  it  could  conveniently  be  sent  them.* 
A Supply  grunted.]  Proceeding  after- 
wards upon  the  Supply,  they  resolved;  “That 
357,000/.  be  granted  for  Guards  andGarrisons, 
including  5,000  Marines  for  the  Fleet.  That 
886,233/.  18s.  6d.  be  for  the  maintaining  the 

40.000  Men.  That  177,511/.  3i.  6d.  be  for 
the  additional  10,000  Men.  That  the  pro- 
portion with  Portugal  be  10,210  Men,  and 
222,379/.  5s.  lOrf.  to  maintain  them.  That 

5.000  land  Forces  be  maintained  in  Catalonia, 

and  96,729/.  111.  Ad.  be  for  them.  That 
414,166/.  13s.  6d.  be  for  her  majesty's  pro- 
cause of  complaint.  The  first  election  that 
was  judged,  was  that  of  St.  Albans,  where  the 
Dutchess  of  Marlborough  had  a house:  she 
recommended  admiral  Killigrt-w  to  those  in  the 
town;  which  was  done  all  England  over,  by 
persons  of  quality,  who  had  any  interest  in 
the  Burghers : yet,  though  much  foul  practice 
was  proved  on  the  other  hand,  and  there  wns 
not  the  least  colour  of  evidence  to  fix  any  ill 
practice  on  her,  some  reflected  very  indecently 
upon  her:  Bromley  compared  her  to  Alice 
Piers,  in  king  Edward  the  Third’s  time,  and 
said  many  other  virulent  things  against  her; 
for  indeed  she  was  looked  upon,  by  the  whole 
party,  as  the  person  who  had  reconciled  die 
Whigs  to  the  Queen,  from  whom  she  was  na- 
turally very  averse.  Most  of  the  controverted 
elections  were  carried  in  favour  of  the  Whigs: 
in  some  few  they  failed,  more  by  reason 
of  private  animosities,  than  by  the  strength  of 
the  other  side.  The  House  of  Commons  came 
readily  in  to  vote  all  the  supplies  that  were 
asked,  and  went  on  to  provide  proper  fund* 
for  them.”  Burnet,  ■ . * 
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portion  to  the  Allies.  That  48,630/.  be  for 
payment,  for  bounty-money  to  the  forces  that 
were  in  Germany,  7,047/.  to  make  good  the 
additional  Troops  of  Hanover  and  Zell,  and 
5,296/.  for  Levy-Money  to  recruit  the  Horses 
in  Flanders.'’ 

Debate  in  the  House  of  Lords , concerning 
the  next  Surre»*>r.]  Nov.  15.  Tbe  House  of 
Lords  having  fixed  upon  this  day  to  consider 
of  the  State  of  the  Nation, 

Lord  H avert  ham • opened  the  debate  in 
these  words : 

“ Aly  Lords  ; It  may  perhaps  be  expected 
since  i moved  to  you  the  State  of  the  Nation, 
ibiit  1 should  say  somewhat  to  you  upon  this 
occasion ; and  tliough  I never  laboured  under 
more  difficulties  than  l do  at  present,  yet  be- 
ing conscious  to  myself  of  a heart  full  of  loyalty 
ami  duty  to  her  majesty,  and  zeal  for  her  ser- 
vice, as  is  possible  for  any  subject  to  have; 
and  knowing,  that  the  best  way  of  preserving 
liberty  of  speech  in  parliament,  is  to  make 
use  of  it,  I will  mention  three  or  four  general 
heads  to  your  lordships,  and  speak  to  them 
»ith  a great  deal  of  freedom  and  plainness. 

“ The  first  thing  1 shall  speak  to  is,  the  pre- 
sent confederate  war  in  which  we  are  engaged : 

* This  lord,  whom  Burnet  often  mentions 
cursorily,  but  without  thinking  him  of  conse- 
quence enough  to  draw  his  character,  is  little 
hoown.  Being  of  a republican  family,  which 
recommended  him,  to  the  earl  of  Anglesea, 
tbe  patron  of  the  Dissenters,  he  married  the 
daughter  of  that  carl,  who  recommended  him 
to  the  good  graces  of  Charles  the  second.  The 
ling  made  him  n baronet,  and  offered  him  the 
trea^irerriiip  of  the  chambers,  which  he  de- 
clined; his  principles  being  as  yet  of  n more 
stubborn  temper  than  those  of  his  father-in-law. 
Tbe  young  baronet  was  active  against  the  mea- 
wretof  the  court  during  the  Popish  reigns,  and 
joined  tbe  prince  of  Orange,  by  whom  lie  was 
uinde  a baronet  and  lord  of  the  admiralty, 
lie  offended  the  Tory  House  of  Commons,  who 
impeached  the  Wing  Lords  in  1701;  and  the 
Tory  administration  were  eager  to  remove  him. 
However,  being  disgusted,  as  Iris  biographer 
at  the  promotion  of  the  earl  of  Pem- 
broke, he  took  all  opportunities  of  opposing 
almost  every  thing  that  was  advanced  by  the 
court,  and  finding  no  notice  taken  of  him 
by  the  court,  he  went  on  with  his  resentment, 
and  was  a great  obstacle  to  the  Occasional 
Conformity  bill,  which  at  that  time  was  voted 
far  by  all  who  had  places  of  trust.  From  this 
tnue  his  lordship  seems  entirely  to  have  aban- 
doned his  first  principles,  and  to  have  given 
himself  up  to  the  high  church  party,  though  he 
continued  to  go  sometimes  to  meetings.  His 
h&toriau  ascribes  this  change  to  "the  violent 
measure*  of  the  Whigs;  hut  after  so  canted  a 
confession  as  he  had  made  above  of  his  lord- 
*hjp’s  disgusts,  the  reader  will  be  apt  to  think 
th*t  tbe  measures  of  the  Whigs  were  not  the 
toi*  stumbling-block.  Be  that  as  it  uiay,  in 


— Debate  concerning  the  Succession.  [458  ' 

And  because  the  best  way  of  judging  what  we 
may  reasonably  expect  for  the  future,  is  to  con- 
sider the  actions  that  are  passed,  give  me  leave 
to  take  a I ittle  notice  to  yourLordsiups  of  the  ope- 
rations  of  the  last  campaign : I shall  uotsay  much 
of  our  forcing  the  French  lines,  and  our  beating 
the  French  troops  afterwards,  (though  that  was 
a very  great  and  brave  action)  but  because 
there  was  such  a mixture  of  victory  and  mis- 
fortune ; and  that  this  is  such  a chequered 
piece,  I purposely  forbear  taking  further  notice 
of  it. — But  there  were  two  other  actions  w hich, 

I think,  take  in  vour  whole  campaign,  tbe 
march  of  our  army  to  the  Moselle,  and  the  bu- 
siness of  Overisch ; in  both  which,  give  me  leave 
to  say,  (not  to  give  it  a harder  term)  I think  we 
were  not  used  as  we  might  have  reasonably  ex- 
pected. Our  General,  with  a great  deal  of  con- 
duct, covered  prince  Lewis  of  Baden’s  army' ; 
nor  can  it  be  doubted,  he  might  easily  have  join- 
ed us  if  he  had  pleased,  without  the  least  dan- 
ger from  the  French;  which  if  be  had  done,  (by 
tbe  best  account  I could  ever  get,  and  I think  I 
have  a very  true  one)  we  had  been  at  least 
25,000  stronger  than  the  enemy  there.  But 
being  disappointed  of  being  joined  by  prince 
Lewis,  and  of  the  assistance  wre  expected  from 
him,  that  great  design  proved  abortive. 

1705  we  find  lord  Havershain  opening  tbe  de- 
bate against  the  duke  of  Murlhorough  ; and,  in 
the  year  1707,  be  was  one  of  the  lords  that  at- 
tacked the  conduct  of  the  admiralty.  In  1708, 

4 My  lord  Havershain,  a great  speech- maker 
and  publisher  of  his  speeches,’  says  the  duchess 
of  Marlborough,  * and  who  was  become  the 
mouth  of  the  party  for  any  extraordinary  alarm, 
was  sent  privately  by  the  Tories  to  the  queen 
to  acquaint  her  with  the  discovery  they  pre- 
tended to  have  made,  of  a terrible  design 
formed  by  the  Whigs,  to  bring  over  one  of  the 
House  of  Hanover,  and  to  force  this  upon  her 
whether  she  would  or  not.’  Unluckily  this 
very  lord  4 had  been  the  man,  who  had  moved 
for  the  princess  Sophia’s  coming  over  as  a 
thing  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  Pro- 
testant religion.’  His  death  took  place  on  the 
1st  of  Nov.  1710. 

14  Browne  Willis,  in  a MS.  which  Mr.  Cole  had 
seen,  called  lord  Havershain  a person  of  mean, 
extraction,  whose  father,  raising  himself  by 
merchandize,  enabled  the  son  to  purchase  a 
baronetage.  MncltfL  in  lu*  Memoirs,  describes 
him  as  a short  ren-Taced  man,  very  eloquent, 
but  veiy  passionate  and  fiery;  a Di«aenter  by 
principle,  and  always  turbulent.  Dunton  com- 
mends his  penetration  and  deep  knowledge  in 
the  affairs  of  Europe,  and  adds, 4 He  is  a patriot 
of  a public  and  discerning  spirit,  and  assert* 
the  rights  of  the  Church  of  England,  without 
persecuting  the  dissenters : he  has  about  him 
all  the  tenderness  of  good  nature,  as  well  as 
all  the  softness  of  friendship : he  carries  him- 
self with  wonderful  conduct  and  loyalty,  and 
has  a quick  and  generous  sense  of  the  miseries 
of  mankind .*  ” Ste  Park’*  enlarged  edition  of 
lord  Orford’s  Noble  Authors,  vol.  4.  p.  33. 
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“ The  next  was  the  business  of  Overisch, 
where,  by  the  conduct  of  my  lord  Duke  of 
Marlborough,  we  hud  a fair  opportunity  of  put- 
ting an  end  to  (he  war  at  once.  But  the  Dutch 
hi  id  our  band,  and  Mould  not  let  us  give  the 
deciding  blow.  Thus  ended  your  campaign, 
though  it  begun  with  more  promising  hopes  of 
success  than  this  next  I believe  will.  You  had 
then  to  deal  with  an  enemy  whose  councils  were 
distracted,  whose  troops' were  broke,  and  the 
courage  of  his  army  sunk. — From  all  this  give 
me  leave  to  conclude,  that  it  is  neither  men  nur 
money,  courage  nor  conduct,  that  are  the  only 
things  to  carry  on  a successful  confederate  war. 
—Those  who  command  your  army,  are  men 
of  that  bravery,  and  every  common  soldier  hath 
so  much  courage,  that  no  equal  number  of  men 
in  the  world,  I think,  can  stand  befote  them ; 
but  let  our  supplies  be  never  so  full  ami  speedy, 
let  our  management  be  never  so  great  and 
frugal,  yet  if  it  be  our  misfortune  to  have  allies 
that  are  as  slow  and  backward,  as  we  are  zea- 
lous and  forward ; tlmt  hold  our  hands,  and 
suiter  us  not  to  take  any  opportunity  (hat  oilers ; 
that  are  coming  into  the  field,  when  we  urc 
going  into  winter  quarters ; 1 cannot  see  what 
it  is  we  are  reasonably  to  expect. 

“ The  next  thing  I shall  take  the  liberty  to 
speak  to,  is  the  point  of  Trade.  Every  one 
sees  how  our  Merchants  go  oli  daily,  and  hoiv 
low  the  trade  of  this  nation  ut  present  is.  I 
know,  my  lords,  there  is  a word  we  are  very 
fond,  of  which  we  call  the  balance  of  power  ; 
hut  the  Dutch,  who  are  viry  wise  people,  have 
a double  view,  and  take  us  much  care  of  the 
balance  of  trade,  as  they  do  of  the  balance  of 
power  ; and  are  as  fearful  of  our  power  at  sea, 
as  of  the  power  of  France  by  land.  My  lords, 
the  best  know  lege  ofthings,  is  by  the  causes; 
It  is  trade  begets  wealth,  as  wealth  begets 
power,  and  it  seems  very  bard  for  England,  that 
while  the  Dutch  live  at  peace  under  the  pro- 
tection of  our  arms,  we,  if  «e  will  have  any  part 
of  trade  with  them,  must  have  it  under  the  pro- 
tection of  their  passes:  But  it  will  be  much 
harder,  if,  after  their  having  the  advantage  of  a 
trading  war,  we  should  make  a tradeless  peace. 

“ 1 know,  my  Lords,  the  Dutch  generally  com- 
plain they  are  very  poor  ; but  give  me  leave  to 
Say,  I cannot  see  how  they  have  been  out  of 
pocket  one  shilling  since  this  war ; for  they  gain 
more  by  remittances  from  F.ngland,  than  all  the 
money  that  goes  out  of  their  country  to  Por- 
tugal, Savoy,  and  the  German  princes. 

**  There  is  one  thing  more,  which  I take  to 
be  of  the  greatest  importance  to  us  all.  It  is 
this  1 had  chiefly  in  my  intention ; and  with 
which  I shull  conclude  what  I have  to  say. — 
But  before  I come  to  it,  give  me  leave  to  take 
notice  of  one  thing  to  your  lordships.  My 
Lords,  it  is  the  happiness  oPEngland,  and  that 
which  ever  did,  and  ever  will  keep  the  greatest 
ministers  in  awe;  that  by  the  law  and  custom 
of  pai  Lament,  the  meaner  member  of  either 
House  has  undoubted  right  to  debate  on  any 
subject,  and  to  speak  his  thoughts  with  all 
freedom,  without  being  liable  to  be  culled  in 
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question  by  any  person  whatever,  till  the  pai* 
liacneut  itself  bails  takeu  notice  of  them,  llus 
is  grounded  on  the  greatest  equity  and  reason, 
because  that  which  concerns  ull,  should  he  de- 
bated by  ail : Nor  is  it  possible  for  a parliament 
to  debate,  or  come  to  a clear  resolution  ou  any 
question,  or  to  give  advice  to  her  majesty,  a* 
they  ought,  without  this  freedom.  1 give  good 
authority  to  justify  what  Isay  ; Sir  Robert  At- 
kins (fol.  54.)  in  his  treatise  of  the  power  and 
privilege  of  parliaments,  tells  us  of  the  case  of 
one  Sir  Thomas  H.ixcy,  in  the  time  of  Ling 
Richard  2,  who  having  delivered  a petitioa  to 
the  king,  with  w inch  he  w as  displeased,  the  king 
sent  to  the  Speaker  to  know  who  it  was  that  deli- 
vered that  petition ; by  which,  says  Sir  Robert,  it 
is  apparent,  the  kiug  cannot  take  notice  of  any 
thing  done  in  parliament,  (he  names  the  House 
ot  Commons)  but  as  it  is  represented  to  kun  by 
the  House  itself. 

Having  said  this,  give  me  leave  to  read  to 
your  Lordships  a paragraph  of  her  majestv'k 
speech  to  her  last  parliament  last  year.  4 Aly 
Lords  ai  d Gentlemen,  we  have,  by  the  blessmj 
of  God,  a fair  prospect  of  this  great  and  desi- 
rable end ; if  we  do  notdisappo  nt  it,  by  ouro«o 
unreasonable  humour  and  animosity,  the  lata! 
effects  of  which,  we  have  so  narrowly  escaped 
in  this  session,  that  it  ouc.ht  to  be  a sulhcieut 
warning  ugamst  any  dangerous  experiment*  for 
the  future.' — i shall  nut  go  about  to  shew  tbe 
grammatical  construct  ion  of  these  words,  but 
chuse  rather  to  say,  that  as  we  enjoy  many  Les- 
sings under  her  majesty’s  happy  government, 
so  1 hope  we  shall  have  this  loo,  that  her  ma- 
jesty will  never  give  ear  to  any  secret  and  pri- 
vate information;  but  as  it  counts  to  lienn  tjrax* 
liaiHcntury  way,  by  the  Houses  themselves. 

“ I he  last  thing,  tny  Lords,  is  that  which  1 
take  to  be  of  the  greatest  concernment  to  us 
all,  both  queen  mid  people.  I love  to  speak 
very  plain,  and  shall  do  so  in  this  point.— My 
Lords,  I think  there  can  be  nothing  mure  lor 
i he  safety  of  the  queen,  lor  the  preservation  -I 
our  constitution,  tor  the  securiiy  of  the  church, 
and  for  the  advantage  of  us  all;  than  if  the  pre- 
sumptive heir  to  the  crown,  according  to  the 
Act  of  Settlement,  in  t he  protestant  line,  should 
be  here  amongst  us.  It  is  very  plain,  that  no- 
thing can  be  more  for  the  security  of  any  tluune, 
than  to  have  a number  of  successors  round 
about  it,  w hose  interest  is  always  10  defend  the 
possessor  iroui  any  dauger,  and  prevent  miy  at- 
tempt against  him,  and  revenge  any  iujuiy 
done  him.  Is  there  any  man,  my  Lords,  who 
doubts,  tlmt  if  the  duke  of  Gloucester  had  been 
now  alive,  her  majesty  had  not  been  more  se- 
cure than  she  is?  We  cauuot  think  of  that 
misfortune  without  the  greatest  grief ; hut 
yet  we  are  not  to  neglect  our  own  safety : 
though  a successor  be  nut  the  child  o!  the 
prince,  yet  is  he  the  child  of  the  queen  and  the 
people. — Besides,  my  lords,  tlie  heats  and 
differences  which  are  amongst  us  make  it  very 
necessary  tlmt  we  should  have  the  presumptive 
heir  residiug  here , the  duty  and  respect  »• 
pay  het  majesty,  and  the  authority  of  the  law, 
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can  hardly  keep  u»  in  peace  and  union  amongst 
ourselves  at  present ; what  then  may  we  not 
fear  when  these  bonds  *hall  ever  happen  to  be 
broken  ? — And  would  it  not  be  a great  advan- 
tage to  the  church,  for  the  presumptive  heir 
to  be  personally  acquainted  with  the  right 
reverend  the  prelates?  Nay,  would  it  not  be 
an  advantage  to  all  England  ; that  whenever 
the  successor  comes  over,  he  should  not  bring 

* flood  of  foreigners  along  with  him  to  cat  up 
and  devour  the  good  of  the  land  ? — I will  say 
no  more  to  yo*;r  lordships,  but  conclude  with 
this  motion;  ‘That  an  humble  Address  be 
‘ presented  to  her  majesty  by  this  House,  that 

* her  majesty  will  be  graciously  pleased  to 
1 invite  the  presumptive  heir  to  the  crown  of 

* England,  according  to  the  acts  of  parliament 

* made  for  settling  the  succession  of  the  crown, 

* in  the  protestant  line,  into  this  kingdom,  to 

* reside  here/ 


• Shortly  after  the  delivery  of  the  above 
Speech,  his  lordship  published  the  following 
\ indication  of  it ; 

“ The  Lord  Haversham’s  Vindication  of  his 
Speech  iu  Parliament,  Nov.  15,  1705. 

“ The  insults  and  scandalous  reflections  that 
have  been  made  upon  me  in  several  late  Re- 
views, though  they  are  beyond  all  precedent, 
yet  should  have  been  without  any  notice,  had 
the  author  of  those  papers  been  the  only  per- 
son concerned  in  them ; but  being  convinced 
upon  enquiry  from  whence  he  has  both  his  en- 
couragement and  instructions,  and  being  unwil- 
ling to  be  thought  guilty  by  default,  or  that  si- 
lence on  tuy  part  should  go  for  confession,  or 
railing  on  his  part  go  for  reason,  I choose  Hi- 
ther to  appeal  from  the  malicious  insinuations, 
and  false  suggestions  of  those  papers,  to  the 
candid  and  impartial  judgment  of  every  un- 
biassed reader,  than  take  those  advantages 
which  his  rashness  and  impudence,  perhaps, 
have  given  me. 

M l would  not  have  it  thought  1 am  entering 
the  lists  with  such  a mean  and  mercenary  pro- 
stitute as  the  author  of  the  Review  : I know 
better  the  regard  due  to  the  peerage  of  England 
(though  some  have  forgot  it)  than  to  lessen 
either  that  or  myself  to  such  a degree.  But 
when  a person,  my  equal,  excepting  a few  ac- 
cidental ornaments  and  advantages  which  1 do 
not  pretend  to,  who  never  yet  would  give  me 
•ay  answer  elsewhere,  though  more  than  once 
provoked  to  it,  l as  betaken  himself  to  such  un- 
usual and  unbecoming  methods;  it  is  but  jus- 
tice to  myself  to  let  him  see,  that  us  I covet  no 
man's  favour,  so  I do  not  fear  any  man’s  power 
much  as  to  desert  my  own  just  defence  in  u 
compliment. 

“ I begin  with  the  reflections  made  upon  my 
person  ; and  here  it  looks  very  unaccountable, 
bow  one  that  has  pretended  to  so  great  modera- 
tion, as  the  author  of  the  Review,  should  be 
earned  so  much  above  his  avowed  principle  in 

• matter  he  is  so  very  little  concerned  in.  It 
most  certainly  be  the  force  of  some  irresistible 


This  motion  was  backed  by  several  lords, 
but  opposed  by  a great  majority ; so  that 

temptation,  or  the  occult  quality,  and  malign 
influence  of  ->ome  ruling'star,  that  warmed  and 
transported  this  State-Mountebank,  when  he 
wrote  those  papers,  to  such  a degree  above  his 
pretended  moderation-temper,  as  to  charac- 
terize a person  he  had  not  the  least  knowledge 
of,  with  as  black  marks  of  infamy  as  lie  could 
invent,  or  durst  venture  upon  ; As  if  for  speak- 
ing my  mind  with  the  duty  of  a subject,  and 
the  freedom  of  an  Englishman,  1 became 
every  thing  that  was  not  scandulum  magnatum. 

“ What  a monster  has  one  speech  made  me  f 
lie  says,  * It  is  calculated  and  screwed  up  to 
‘ n pitch  of  malcqontent  and  chagrin  ; as  if 
f done  on  purpose  to  sour  the  nation,  and 

* printed  with  an  unpcaceable  and  mischievous 
‘ meaning : to  be  designed  to  keep  alive  • 

* malecontent  party  ; by  a mouth  bent  to  noise 

* and  reflection  ; by  a person  malign  to  the 
‘ settlement,  in  hopes  to  raise  grounds  of  cla- 
‘ niour;  and  as  one,  who  has  a great  many  ill 
‘ ends;that  it  was  spoke  with  freedom  that  con- 
‘ sists  not  any  where  with  duty,  allegiance,  truth, 

‘ sense  or  respect ; with  expectation  to  force  • 

* fortune  by  railing  at  his  betters,  reviling  the 
‘ ruler  of  the  people,  and  accusing  the  innocent, 

‘ to  please  and  court  a party ; spoken  like  So- 
‘ Ionian's  fool,  w ith  his  eyes  in  the  ends  of  the 
‘ earth  ; proposing  what  is  ridiculous  and  in- 

* congruous;  calculated  to  revive  the  heats  and 
‘ dying  quarrels  in  the  nation,  and  encourage 
‘ the  follies  that  madmen  make  use  of  to  ruin 

* the  country  in  such  cases;  by  a person,  whose 
‘ fancied  reputation,  to  them  that  did  not  know 
‘ he  had  — it,  might  serve  to  push  on  the  spe- 
‘ cious  shorn  to  an  extremity,  and  biaSs  ho- 
4 nest  ignorant  people  in  his  favour,  &c/ 

“ What  a number  of  unaccoun tables  (as  he 
calls  them)  are  here  ! Whence  could  he  furnish 
lnmself  with  such  an  cxpence  of  scandal,  or 
rake  together  such  a load  of  infamy  ? But  no 
men  charge  so  furiously  as  those  that  are  in  com- 
pact, and  think  themselves  shot-free  by  having 
their  charm  and  protection  about  them.  Being 
then  thus  unjustly  attacked,  not  so  much  by 
this  hackney  tool,  whom  I despise,  as  by  a 

M in  mnscarade,  I ani  compelled  to  say 

those  things  for  myself,  which,  without  such 
provocation,  would  look  vain  and  boasting. 

“ This  scandalous  author,  or  whoever  bid  him 
say  so,  when  he  tells  the  world  that  I have  — 
my  reputation,  would  have  Hone  well  to  have 
| proved  it  by  instance.  I have  had  the  honour 
to  have  been  employed  in  some  public  stations, 
and  entrusted  by  some  of  the  chief  of  his  party, 

I at  a time  when  they  thought  themselves  in  no 
small  danger,  and  when  there  was  not  so  good 
an  understanding  between  us  ; I appeal  to  the 
head  of  them, .whether,  at  his  earnest  desire.  I 
did  not  act  the  gentleman-part,  and  serve  him 
faithfully ; And  though  afterwards  I had  the 
misfortune  to  fall  under  the  displeasure  of  a 
House  of  Commons,  it  is  as  well  known  as  they 
are,  it  was  for  interposing  between  them  ana 
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after  a debate  of  four  hours  the  question  being 
put,  Whether  the  princess  Sophia  should  be 

danger,  for  too  vigorously  espousing  their 
cause:  And  could  never  have  imagined  the 
lame  way  or  proceeding  ia  falling  upon  some, 
and  leaving  others,  who  were  equally  concern- 
ed in  the  same  facts,  which  1 always  did,  and 
ever  shall  think  very  partial,  should  be  looked 
upon  as  unjust,  when  it  was  some  men’s  own 
case,  and  quite  otherwise  when  it  was  the  case  of 

the  E of  N ra  in  the  busin«ss,of  the 

Sc — h P- 1.  It  was  my  differing  from 

some  men  in  this  affair,  that  I believe  was  my  ori- 
ginal sin,  which  is  never  to  be  forgiven,  because 
it  will  never  be  repented  of.  But  wliat,  though 
I am  so  uufortunate  as  to  differ  iu  some  things 
from  those,  who,  in  iny  opinion,  sometimes 
differ  from  themselves : I might,  notwithstand- 
ing, both  injustice  and  gratitude,  have  expect- 
ed better  usage,  than  to  be  marked  and  singled 
out  like  a blown  deer,  to  be  run  down  the 
shortest  way  by  such  a foul-mouthed  mungrel  f 
If  I have  not  deserved  such  a return,  (as  by 
their  own  acknowledgements  I can  shew  I have 
not)  those  that  serve  tlieA  belter  hereafter, 
may  expect,  if  possible,  to  be  used  worse. 

“ The  maxim  is  as  known  as  ancient.  It  is  the 
office  shews  the  man  : Let  any  instance  then  of 
any  one  single  act  of  partiality,  oppression,  cor- 
ruption or  injustice,  during  my  being  in  any 
public  station,  be  charged  upon  me : 1 appeal 
to  the  sea-officers,  and  every  common  seaman 
that  knew  me,  whilst  I was  in  the  admiralty. 
I made  no  after- ad  vantage  by  serviug  any  body 
in  the  commission  of  accounts;  nor  was  I 
trusted  with  any  secrets,  though  I could  not  sit 
there  without  making  remarks  as  well  as 
others;  Nor  did  I ever  contrive  any  clauses 
for  the  advantages  of  the  public  service  whilst 
out  of  the  ministry,  which  1 forgot  when  I once 
got  in. 

“ Had  I ever  been  suspected  for  holding  intel- 
ligence with  St.  Germaius,  or  the  French  king ; 
had  iny  name  been  ever  used  in  any  French  or 
Scotch  Plots,  or  mentioned  in  the  confession  of 
any  dying  man  ; had  I,  being  an  Englishman, 
advised  the  queen  to  pass  the  Act  of  Security 
in  Scotland,  or  the  removing  or  laying  aside  any 
of  the  great  Scotch  Lords  whilst  they  were  pro- 
moting and  endeavouring  to  bring  the  succes- 
sion to  bear  the  two  last  sessions  of  the  Scotch 
parliament;  or  had  I,  before  that,  upon  the 
presumptive  confidence  of  my  own  belter  judg- 
ment, without  communicating  tlie  matter  to 
any  other  person,  singly  advised  the  passing  the 
Act  of  Peace  and  War  in  Scotland,  and  endea- 
voured to  shelter  myself  from  that  imputation, 
by  persuadiug  the  world  that  others,  who  knew 
nothing  of  it,  were  as  much  concerned  iu  that 
advice  as  myself ; These  might  have  been  some 
tolerable  grounds  to  have  justified  the  pam- 
phleteer's reflections.  But  to  speak  inconsis- 
tently with  duty,  allegiance,  truth,  sense  or 
respect,  before  such  a presence,  and  not  be  in 
the  Tower ; and  if  I did  not,  that  the  pam- 
phleteer should  not  be  somewhere  else,  may 
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sent  for  over  to  England,  or  not  ? The  previous 
question  was  put,  Whether  that  question  should 

seem  as  strange  as  the  railing  at  my  betters, 
and  reviling  my  ruler  would  be  to  force  a for- 
tune, by  courting  a party,  who  at  present  are 
so  far  from  having  it  in  their  power  to  oblige 
any  body  by  their  interest,  that  it  is  looked 
upon  by  some  as  a crime  to  have  the  honour  of 
so  much  as  the  least  acquaintance  with  them. 
But  this  author,  who  writes  for  bread,  and  lives 
by  defamation,  thinks  those,  I perceive,  wbo 
are  known  to  be  under  no  inducement  of  ne- 
cessity, govern  themselves  by  his  base  and 
mercenary  principles. 

“ It  is  very  wonderful,  after  all,  that  a propo- 
sal for  inviting  over  the  presumptive  heir  to  the 
crown  should  expose  a man  to  all  this  virulent 
fury  : That  a person  only  for  mentioning  it 
should  be  called  by  the  names  of  Mr  Pohticus, 
Speaking  Trumpet, Grating  Saw,&c.  Whoever 
have  read  Great  Britain's  Union,  and  the  Secu- 
rity of  the  Hanover  Succession  considered,  will 
find  that  matter  was  thought  on  many  months 
before  the  paper  called  Mercurius  Politicus 
ever  appeared.  And  though  the  Reviewer  is 
very  free  in  calling  this  a ridiculous  proposal, 
iucongruous  and  inconsistent  with  the  general 
good  ; yet,  perhaps,  this  very  person  would  not 
nave  been  so  very  confident,  had  he  seen  (as  1 
have)  the  extract  of  the  princess  Sophia's  an- 
swer, dated  November  3,  1705,  to  the  arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury’s  letters;  in  which  are 
these  words,  viz.  M I am  ready  and  willing  to 
comply  with  whatever  can  be  desired  of  me 
by  my  friends,  in  case  that  the  parliament 
think  that  it  is  for  the  good  of  the  kingdom  to  in- 
vite me  into  England.”  Some  men  reading  this, 
I doubt  not,  will  think  again.  If  we  only  con- 
sider what  that  proposal  has  produced,  it  might 
deserve  (one  would  think)  better  language.  We 
had  several  acts  of  pailiament  relating  to  the 
security  of  the  succession  looked  into  since, 
and  their  defects  cured  ; by  which  it  appears, 
that  the  succession  was  not  so  safe  as  was  iu 
general  imagined:  A bill  for  naturalizing  the 
princess  Sophia,  and  her  issue,  and  another  to 
establish  a Regency  (in  case  of  the  queen’s 
demise)  sent  down  to  the  House  of  Commons, 
which  those  that  framed  and  consented  to, 
thought,  no  doubt,  a security  to  the  succession  : 
And  yet  there  was  not  the  least  appearance  of 
the  succession’s  being  so  much  as  thought  of 
in  parliament,  when  this  proposal  was  made: 
So  that  not  to  enter  into  the  consideration,  how 
far  these  expedients  will  be  a security,  if  they 
prove,  as  they  are  thought,  great  ones ; he  that 
gave  the  occasion  and  rise  to  them,  sure,  ^nly  tor 
that,  cannot  deserve  to  be  thus  treated. 

“ But  I fear  there  are  other  reasons  that  have 
raised  some  persons  spleen : Some  perhaps  are 
angry  to  have  heard  it  said  where  it  wa*.  That 
there  was  so  great  a favourite  as  the  duke  of 
Buckingham  in  king  James  1,  his  time,  who  (as 
the  Spanish  Ambassador  told  his  majesty)  had 
besieged  him, had  enclosed  liim  with  his  own  vas- 
sals and  servants,  and  would  suffer  no  one  else 
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be  put  ? And  was  carried  in  the  negative  : 

to  have  his  majesty’s  ear,  or  so  mucli  as  cume 
»esr  his  presence,  and  yet  that  great  man  never 
hid  hall  that  power  and  favour,  that  we  see 
some  persons  now  possessed  of. 

“ They  care  not  to  hear  of  taxes  laid  upon  all 
court  preferments,  or  of  persons  being  so  fat 
mtb  favour,  and  great  o dices,  as  inffke  them 
insensible  of  the  pressing  necessity  a great  part 
of  the  nation  labours  under. 

“ Others  do  not  like  it  should  be  said  that 
•beneier  there  is  a dispute  between  a parlia- 
ment sod  a minister,  either  the  minister  will 
be  ton  bard  for  the  parliament : and  there  is  an 
end  of  your  constitution;  or  the  parliament 
•nil  be  too  hard  for  your  minister,  and  there  is 
in  rad  of  your  minister. 

“ But  for  the  author  of  the  Review,  it  is  im- 
possible be  should  ever  be  hearty  for  inviting  the 
princess  of  Hanover  hither ; even  upon  the 
very  foot  he  puls  it : For  if  the  presumptive 
heir  ought  not  to  be  invited  hither  (os  he  says) 
ull  the  press  is  restrained  by  law,  that  virulent 
lampoons,  memorials,  and  the  like,  may  not 
swirni  every  day  in  the  streets;  one  in  his  cir- 
cumstances would  soon  be  reduced  to  a starving 
condition. 

“ I should  have  said  no  more  on  this  last 
head;  having  formerly  more  than  once  given 
the  world  an  account,  not  only  of  the  security  to 
iheeonsiitution,  but  of  the  advantages  the  na- 
tion would  have  by  the  presumptive  heir  to  the 
crown  residing  here : Were  it  not  for  some  ex- 
tnwagant  and  dangerous  expressions  of  this 
pamphleteer,  (which  one  would  wonder  should 
not  have  been  taken  notice  of  before  now  in 
nother  manner.)  He  says,  he  cannot  foresee 
the  security  of  the  queen  from  the  heirs  being 
u her  elbow;  And  lor  fear  these  dark  terms 
should  not  be  truly  understood,  hut  lie  hid  (as 
be  mils  it)  like  the  poison  of  nsps  under  the 
longue;  in  anotlier  place  (Rev.  Numb.  115,  p. 
he  spin  the  venom  out, and  tells  (he  world 

plainly ‘ Such  is  the  corruption  of  man- 

1 kind,  and  the  general  depravation  has  spread 
‘ lo  such  a height ; N ature  has  received  such  a 
' universal  taint,  that  lealousies  have  spread 
* into  the  nearest  relations ; Fathers  have  been 
‘jealous  of  their  own  children  ; and  we  have 
1 some  instances  even  of  men  murdering  their 
' own  flesh  and  blood  on  these  accounts,  be- 

' sides  wl,al  we  find  among  the  Turks. 

‘ And  if  I should  instance  very  near  home,  I 
‘ hate  such  authority  on  my  side,  as  few  people 
1 question.' 

" This  is  such  a groundless  two-edged  scandal, 
ind  published  at  such  a conjuncture,  that 
no  man,  I think,  can  read  without  abhorrence. 

“ The  next  thing  I am  charged  with,  S,  n 
heightening  the  miscarriages  of  the  war,  render- 
ing our  nllies  suspected,  and  leading  the  Dutch 
*ad  Imperialists,  as  if  they  had  betrayed  and 
abandoned  us, 

“ But  the  very  stating  mutter  of  fact  is  enough 
to  wipe  off  this  scandal.  There  were  two 
peat  attempts  designed  (besides  the  patting  the 
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however,  some  lords,  who  were  for  inviting  the 

French  lines)  this  last  Campaign  worthy  the 
conduct  of  our  general,  viz.  That  on  the 
Moselle,  and  that  at  Overisch.  Had  either  of 
which  succeeded,  it  had  soon  put  an  end  to  this 
chargeable  war;  and  that  they  did  not  succeed 
is  known  to  every  body : I would  then  ask  any 
man,  to  whom  are  these  two  disappointments 
to  be  imputed?  The  answer  to  this  question,  I 
doubt  not,  would  clear  me  from  all  the  malici- 
ous insinuations  of  this  insolent  scribbler.  Is 
it  possible  for  any  man  lo  imagine  the  duke  of 
Murlborough  would  have  marched  the  grand 
army  some  hundred  miles,  upon  a design  he 
knew  he  was  not  strong  enough  to  put  ill  exe- 
cution, without  the  assistance  of  prince  Lewis 
of  Baden's  army,  which  he  must  have  depended 
upon?  Can  any  man  think  that  matter  was  not 
first  concerted  "?  And  if  so,  whence  was  it,  that 
when  the  duke  of  Marlborough  had  covered  that 
prince  from  the  French,  lie  was  not  joined  by  him 
as  was  expected  ; By  which  conjunction  Saar 
Louis,  which  the  French  left  uncovered,  had 
fallen  into  our  hands,  and  a tree  and  easy 
passage  opened  into  France ; and  for  want  of 
which,  a very  promising  design  was  totally  de- 
feated (And  as  the  Reviewer  confesses)  our 
affairs  had  a bad  aspect  at  the  unhappy  baulk 
at  the  Mozelle. 

“ Again,  in  the  business  of  Overisch,  did  not 
the  Dutch  deputies  march  near  three  days  in 
company  with  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  and  in 
all  that  time  did  they  ever  make  any  exception 
against  the  design.  "Yet,  when  it  cume  to  be 
put  in  execution,  when  a fair  opportunity 
offered,  and  victory  in  n manner  courted  us, 
there  not  being  half  the  danger  and  difficulty 
there,  as  at  Bleinheim,  could  any  arguments 
persuade  them  to  consent  to  venture  a buttle  ? 
Have  not  the  letters  of  the  duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough and  Monsieur  A — k — que  been  made 
public;  and  was  there  not  a book  called  The 

D li  Politics  examined,  &c.  primed  before 

the  parliament  met,  that  carries  this  matter 
much  higher  than  ever  I did,  which  I never  yet 
beard  was  nnswered  ? And  must  I only  not  be 
allowed  to  speak  of  such  things  without  lying 
under  the  lasts  of  a scandalous  pen,  and  looked 
upon  as  an  enemy  to  the  confederates  ? But  the 
most  wonderful  part  of  all  this,  is,  that  those 

persons,  who  before  were  so  full  of  those  mat- 
ters, thut  they  Could  scarce  forbear  .hewing 
resentment  of  the  usage  the  duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough met  with,  have,  ever  since  this  was  men- 
tioned by  me,  made  it  their  business  to  give  it 
quite  a different  turn.  However,  let  this  snai  ler, 
or  thosr  who  employ  him,  he  ns  angry  as  they 
please;  when  I read  the  joint  Address  of  hath 
Houses  of  parliament  (which  he  might  have 
been  more  ingenious  than  to  have  manelt-l  as  he 
has  done)  and  read  how  earnestly  they  mrreat 
her  majesty,  by  all  proper  means  to  excitr  the 
whole  confederacy  to  make  early  and  effi  etoal 
preparations,  and  to  exert  their  utmost  vigour 
in  the  prosecution  of  the  war  against  France ; 
I must  be  of  opinion,  that  they  had  very  good 
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princess  Sophia  to  come  over,  entered  their 

grounds  for  what  they  did,  which  sufficiently 
justifies  me. 

u There  is  one  thing  more,  wliich  is  so  very 
ridiculous,  it  is  scarce  worth  notice,  viz.  bow 
this  learned  critic  labours,  and  is  put  to  it,  to 
bring  the  business  of  Barcelona  within  the  con- 
struction of  what  I said.  It  is  so  common  a 
rule,  that  words  are  to  be  understood  accord- 
ing to  their  subject  matter,  there  is  scarce  a 
school  boy  who  does  not  kuow  it;  And  from 
the  beginning  to  the  end  of  that  speech,  there  is 
not  the  least  intimation  or  glance  of  any  thing 
done  in  Spain.  But  it  is  all  one  to  him  w hei  her 
that  he  so  or  not,  he  never  considers  the  gram- 
matical constructions  of  words;  hut,  right  or 
wrong,. the  world  is  to  he  told,  that  I throw 
black  scandals  upon,  and  contradict  my  lord 

P 1),  the  king  of  Spain's  letter,  the  queen's 

speech,  &c.  and  prevaricate  the  fact,  that  the 
paper  is  a libel,  and  deserves  to  be  burnt  by  the 
hangman. 

“ 7 hus  he  has  drest  up  a man  of  straw  of  his 
own,  and  then  lays  about  him  most  unmerci- 
fully ; he  might  as  well  as  have  brought  in  the 
Czar  of  Muscovy,  anefr  the  king  of  Sweden's 
wars  within  the  compass  of  these  words,  Thus 
ended  the  campaign,  as  our  operations  in  Cata- 
lonia. I could  not  look  towurds  Barcelona  and 
forget  Portugal,  from  whence  I have  seen  a 
letter  giving  an  account  * how  Monsieur  Fagel, 
‘ at  the  head  of  20,000  men,  very  quietly  let 
1 the  Mareschal  de  Thesse,  with  8,000  men, 
1 (which  he  might  have  easily  cut  in  pieces) 

* march  within  pistol  shot  of  him,  and  relieve 
‘ Badajoz;  and  how  kindly  he  was  received 

* at  home  upon  his  return  is  well  known.' 

“ I shall  say  no  more,  at  present,  but  leave  it 
to  the  judgment  of  any  indifferent  and  impar- 
tial reader,  how  far,  by  that  speech,  I have 
pushed  on  any  specious  sham  to  bias  the 
ignorant  and  honest  people  in  my  favour,  or 
how  far  I have  been  treated,  as  any  man  might 
expect. 

“In  short,  though  no  man  rejoices  more  in 
our  successes  every  where  than  myself,  yet  I 
cannot  but  remember,  that  it  often  hnppens  in 
war,  as  in  races,  where  * sometimes  those  that 
‘ win  a heat,  may  lose  the  plate,’  which  I 
heartily^ wish  may  never  be  our  case. 

“ And  os  for  those  who  set  tliis  person  at 
work,  however  they  have  made  a shift,  thinking 
io  keep  up  their  reputation  with  some,  which 
they  have  lost  with  others ; yet  they  are  so 
well  known  by  both,  as  not  to  lie  long  trusted 
by  either,  and  whenever  it  shall  happen  they 
have  nothing  but  their  own  merit  and  interest 
to  support  them,  1 doubt  not  but  they  will  find 
their  own  reputation  as  low  in  the  world,  ns 
they  endeavour  to  make  that  of  others  : And, 
in  the  mean  time,  their  present  fears,  unsteadi- 
ness, and  mistrust  of  every  body,  make  them  not 
‘only  very  uneasy  to  themselves,  but  the  very  con- 
tempt and  property  of  those  they  de  pend  on. 

“ There  are  two  other  points,  which  the 
limit*  of  this  paper  will  but  just  give  me  leave 


Protest  ;*  and  though  the  greatest  part  of  the 
House  of  Peers  were  against  this  invitation, 
yfet  they  so  far  concurred  with  the  temper 
of  this  speech,  that  they  carried  it  vilbot: 
dividing  on  the  19lh  of  tiie  same  month,  the 
queen  again  present.  That  a bill  should  be 
brought  m,  for  the  better  security  of  her  rri.v 
jesty's  person  and  government,  and  of  the 
Succession  of  the  crown  of  England,  iuthe  pro- 
testant  line,  &c.  and  at  the  same  time,  ordered 
another  bill  to  be  brought  in  for  naturalizing 
such  of  the  illustrious  House  of  Hanover,  as 
were  protestants.t 

to  mention,  viz.  Liberty  of  speech  in  parlia- 
ment, and  the  present  state  of  affairs  iu  Hol- 
land, with  relation  to  the  trade,  and  the  cx- 
pence  of  the  present  war:  As  io  tbefuvtof 
these,  I should  think  myself  Jtlo-dc-se , should 
1 go  to  dispute  it : And,  for  the  second,  i: 
were  very  easy  for  roe  to  shew  the  advantages 
I he  Dutch  have  over  us  at  this  time  iu  die 
point  of  commerce.  Aud  whenever  a just  ac- 
cout  is  given  of  what  remittances,  bullion,  aa.l 
money  in  specie,  have  been  sent  to  Holland 
since  this  war,  (which  I would  be  very  glad  to 
see)  that  matter,  1 am  confident,  will  appear* 
evident  us  that  the  species  of  our  co.u 
daily,  whilst  that  of  the  Dutch  cacre*ve». 
But  it  would  be  very  well  for  England,  if  no 
just  occasions  were  given  to  take  further  notic* 
of  this  matter.” 

* As  follows: 

“ Dissentient ; Because,  we  humbly  conceit 
the  having  a presumptive  heir  to  the  crown 
residing  within  the  kingdom,  would  Le  a great 
strengthening  to  her  majesty’s  hands  io  ti* 
administration  of  the  government,  a security  of 
her  royal  person,  aud  the  succession  to  ibt 
crown  as  by  law  established,  in  the  protcsiuti 
line.  (Signed.)  Winchclsea,  Jersey,  Buck- 
ingham, Nottingham,  Anglesey,  Uaversbam.Uo* 
Chester,  Abingdon,  Howard,  Conway,  Leigb.’ 

t Bishop  Burnet's  Account  of  this  Debate  it 
as  follows: 

“ The  most  important  debates  that  were 
in  this  session,  began  in  the  llou&e  of  Lords; 
the  queen  being  present  at  them  all.  Tbeiord 
Havcrshuin  opened  the  motions  of  die  Tuty 
side:  be  arraigned  the  duke  of  Marlborough* 
conduct,  both  on  the  Moselle  and  in  Brabact, 
ami  reflected  severely  on  the  Dutch,  which  be 
carried  so  far  as  to  say,  that  the  war  cost  the® 
nothing;  and  after  he  had  wandered  long  111 
a ramhbng  discourse  he  came  at  last  to  1;* 
point  which  was  laid,  to  be  the  debate  of 
day  : lie  said  we  had  declared  a Successor  t» 
the  crown,  who  w as  at  a great  distauce  few* 
us:  while  the  Pretender  was  much  nearer; 
and  Scotland  was  armed  end  ready  to  recede 
him  ; and  seemed  resolved  not  to  have  d*# 
same  Successor,  for  whom  England  had  d* 
dared  : these  were  threatening  dangers  that 
hung  over  us,  and  might  be  near  us.  He  con- 
cluded, that  lie  did  not  see  how  they  could  be 
prevented,  and  the  nation  made  safe,  by 
other  way,  but  by  inviuug  the  next  lucce**^ 
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Proceedings  on  the  Regency  Bill.]  Though 
the  mutation  of  the  princess  Sophia  was  re- 
jeced,  yet  a bill  for  a Regency,  in  titled,  * A 

to  come  and  live  among  us.  The  duke  of 
Buckingham,  the  earls  of  Rochester,  Notting- 
Lam,  and  Anglesey  carried  ou  the  debate, 
with  great  earnestness : it  was  urged,  that  they 
fad  sworn  to  maintain  the  succession,  and  by 
tr«t  they  were  bound  to  insist  on  this  motion, 
fence  there  was  no  means  so  sure  to  maintain 
if,  as  to  have  the  Successor  upon  the  place, 
r?sdy  to  assume  and  maintain  bis  right : it  ap- 
peared, through  our  whole  history,  that  who- 
soever came  first  into  England,  had  always 
timed  it:  the  pretending  successor  might  he 
m England  within  three  days,  whereas  it  might 
be  three  weeks  before  the  declared  Successor 
could  coma : from  thence  it  was  inferred,  that 
ti*e  danger  was  apparent  and  dreadful,  if  the 
’Njccessor  should  not  he  brought  over:  if  king 
Uarleshad  been  in  Spain,  when  the  late  king 
aid,  probably  that  would  have  prevented  all 
tin*  war,  in  which  we  were  now  engaged.  With 
ti*«e  Lords,  by  a strange  reverse,  all  the  Tories 
Mnaed ; and  by  another,  and  as  strange  a re- 
wne,  all  the  Whigs  joined  in  opposing  it.  They 
thought  this  matter  was  to  he  left  wholly  to  the 
ttHto;  (hat  it  was  neither  proper  nor  safe  either 
for  the  crown,  or  for  the  nation,  that  the  heir 
should  not  he  in  an  entire  dependence  on  the 
<;!ieeti ; a rivalry  bet  ween  two  courts  might  throw 
os  latu  great  distractions,  and  be  attended  with 
very  ul  consequences  : the  next  Successor  had 
cipresstd  a full  satisfaction,  and  rested  on  the 
assurances  the  queen  had  given  her,  of  her 
firo  adherence  10  her  title,  and  to  the  main- 
taining of  it : the  nation  was  prepared  for  it, 
by  the  orders  the  queen  had  given  to  name 
her  in  the  daily  prayers  of  the  Church  : great 
(tjuttvours  had  been  used,  to  bring  the  Scotch 
&*bon  to  declare  the  same  Successor.  It  was 
'roe,  we  still  wanted  one  great  security,  we 
h*d  not  yet  made  any  provision, , for  carrying 
oo  the  government,  for  maintaining  the  public 
quiet,  lor  proclaiming  and  sending  for  the  Suc- 
cessor ; and  for  keeping  things  in  order,  till  the 
Successor  should  come:  it  seemed  therefore 
necessary,  to  make  an  effectual  provision 
against  the  disorders,  that  might  happen  in 
^ch  an  interval.  This  was  proposed  first  by 
(■vself,  and  it  was  seconded  by  the  lord  Go- 
(Uphm,  and  all  the  Whigs  went  into  it ; and 
*>  the  question  was  put  upon  the  other  tno- 
!;on,  #3  tirst  made,  by  a previous  division,  whe- 
ther that  should  be  put  or  not,  and  was  ear- 
ned iu  the  negative  by  about  three  to  one. 
The  queen  heard  the  debate,  and  seemed 
aotased  at  the  behaviour  of  some,  who,  when 
they  had  credit  with  her,  and  apprehended  that 
‘U  h a motion  might  he  made  by  the  Whigs, 
had  possessed  her  with  deep  prejudices  against 
it:  fur  they  made  her  apprehend,  that  when 
(be  next  Successor  should  be  brought  over,  she 
Urrsclf  would  be  so  eclipsed  by  it,  that  she 
*ould  be  much  in  the  Successor’s  power,  and 
reign  ouly  at  her  or  his  courtesy  : yet  these 


* Bill  for  the  better  security  of  her  majesty’s 

* person  and  government  and  of  the  succession 

* lo  the  crown  of  England,’  was  brought  in. 

very  persons,  having  now  lost  their  interest  in 
her,  and  their  posts,  were  driving  ou  tlmt  very 
motion,  which  they  had  made  her  apprehend 
was  the  most  fatal  thing  that  could  befall. 
Tliis  the  dutchess  of  Marlborough  told  me, 
but  she  named  no  person  : and  upon  it  a very 
black  suspicion  was  taken  up,  by  some,  that 
the  proposers  of  this  matter  know,  or  at  least 
believed,  that  the  queen  would  not  agree  to 
the  motion,  which  way  soever  it  might  he 
brought  to  her  ; whether  in  an  Address,  or  in 
a Bill  ; and  then  they  might  reckon,  that  this 
w ould  give  such  a jealousy,  and  create  such  a 
misunderstanding  between  her  and  the  parlia- 
ment, or  rather  the  whole  nation,  as  would  un- 
settle her  whole  government,  and  put  all  things 
in  disorder.  But  this  was  only  u suspicion, 
and  more  cannot  be  made  of  ir.” 

The  duchess  of  Marlborough,  in  the  Account 
of  her  own  Conduct  (p.  160)  clears  up  this 
matter  ; she  says,  “ The  earls  of  Rochester  aud 
Nottingham,  aud  the  other  grave  moo  of  the 
party,  had  not  the  least  hope  or  the  least 
desire  to  carry  their  point ; but  being  well 
assured,  that  the  queen  would  never  consent  to 
such  un  invitation,  nor  pardon  her  ministers, 
if  they  encouraged  the  design ; this  was  a no- 
table stratagem  to  ruin  them,  either  with  her 
majesty,  or  with  the  nation  ; for  if  in  com- 
pliance with  her  prejudices  they  opposed  this 
motion,  it  was  to  be  hoped  it  would  draw  the 
public  odium  upon  them  as  declared  enemies 
to  the  protestunt  succession.  This  hopeful 
scheme,  however,  did  not  succeed.  The  Whigs 
opposed  the  invitation,  and  yet  preserved  their 
credit,  to  the  great  mortification  of  the  other 
party.  I know  that  my  lord  Godolphin,  and 
other  great  men,  were  much  reflected  upon  by 
some  well  disposed  persons,  for  not  laying  hold 
of  this  opportunity  which  the  Tories  put  in  their 
hands  of  more  effectually  securing  the  succession 
of  the  crown  in  the  house  of  Hanover.  But 
those  of  the  Whigs  whose  anger  against  the 
minister  was  raised  on  this  account,  little  knew 
how  impracticable  the  project  of  invitation  wus, 
and  that  the  attempt  would  have  only  served 
to  make  the  queen  discard  her  ministry,  to  the 
ruin  of  the  common  cause  of  these  kingdoms, 
and  of  all  Europe.  1 had  often  tried  her  ma- 
jesty upon  this  subject,  and  when  1 found, 
that  she  would  not  hear  of  the  immediate  suc- 
cessor's coming  over,  hnd  pressed  her  that  she 
would  at  least  invite  hither  the  young  prince  of 
Hanover,  who  was  not  to  be  her  immediate 
successor,  and  that  she  w ould  let  him  live  here 
as  her  son : but  her  majesty  would  listen  to  no 
proposal  of  this  kind  m any  shape  whatsoever. 
Jt  was  upon  this  occasion,  that  the  queen  gave 
the  first  indications  of  any  thing  like  a real  re- 
concilement to  the  Whigs.  She  had  bren  pre- 
sent at  the  debate  in  the  House  of  Lords  upon 
the  subject  of  the  invitation,  and  had  heard  tha 
duke  of  Buckingham  treat  her  w ith  great  die- 
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On  tlie  19th  of  November,  the  lord  Wharton 
opened  the  debate  in  a manner,  that  charmed 
the  whole  Mouse.  He  bad  not  been  present 
at  the  former  debate,  but  be  said,  lie  was  much 
delighted  with  what  be  had  heard  concerning  it. 
He  observed,  that  be  had  ever  looked  on  the 
securing  u protestant  succession  tn  the  crown 
ns  that,  which  secured  all  our  hnppinesss.  He 
had  heard  the  queen  recommend  from  the  throne 
union  and  agreement  to  all  her  subjects,  with  a 
great  emotion  in  his  own  mind.  It  was  now 
evident,  there  was  a divinity  about  her,  when 
she  spoke  : the  cause  was  certainly  superna- 
turn  I,  for  we  saw  the  miracle,  that  was  wrought 
by  it : now  all  were  for  the  protestant  suc- 
cession. It  bad  not  been  always  so.  He  re- 
joiced in  their  conversion,  and  confessed  it  was 
a miracle.  He  would  not,  he  could  not,  lie 
ought  not  to  suspect  the  sincerity  of  those,  who 
moved  for  inviting  the  next  successor  ; yet  he 
could  not  hinder  himself  from  rcmomljcring 
what  had  passed  in  the  course  of  many  years, 
and  how  men  had  argued,  voted  and  protested 
all  that  while.  This  confirmed  his  opinion, 
that  u miracle  was  now  wrought;  and  that 
might  oblige  some  to  shew  their  change  by  an 
excess  of  zeal,  which  he  could  not  but  commend, 
though  he  did  not  fully  agree  toil.  After  this 
preamble,  he  opened  the  proposition  for  the 
Recency  in  all  the  branches  of  it : that  regents 
should  b<*  linpowered  to  act  m the  name  of  the 
successor,  tili  lie  should  send  over  orders  : that 
besides  those,  whom  the  parliament  should 
name,  the  next  successor  should  send  over  a 
nomination  sealed  up,  and  to  be  opened,  when 
that  accident  should  happen,  of  persons  who 
should  act  in  the  same  capacity  with  those, 
who  should  be  named  by  parliament. 

The  motion,  being  thus  digested,  was  agreed 
to  by  all  the  Whigs,  and  a bill  was  ordered  to  be 
Irr.ought  in,  pursuant  to  these  propositions. 
But,  upon  the  debate  on  the  heads  of  the  bill, 
it  appeared,  that  the  conversion,  which  the  lord 
Wharton  had  so  pleasantly  magnified,  was  not 

respect;  urging  ns  an  argument  for  inviting  over 
the  princess  Sophia,  that  the  queen  might  live 
rill  she  did  not  (.now  what  site  did,  and  be  like 
a child  in  the  hands  of  others,  and  a great  deal 
to  that  effect.  Sucliiude  treatment  horn  the 
Tories,  and  the  zeal  nnd  success  of  the  Whigs  in 
opposing  a motion  so  extremely  disagreeable 
to  her,  occasioned  her  to  "write  to  me  in  t?;e 
following  terms:  ‘ I believe  dear  Mrs.  Freeman 

* nnd  I -hall  not  disagree,  r.s  we  have  formerly 
1 done,  for  I urn  sensible  of  the  services  those 

* people  have  done  me,  that  you  have  n good 

* opinion  of,  and  will  countenance  them,  and 
‘ am  thoroughly  convinced  of  ihe  malice  and 

* insolence  of  them,  that  you  have  always  been 
4 speaking  against/  And  at  this  time  it  was, 
that  the  queen  authorized  the  lord  Godolphin  to 
give  the  utmost  assurances  to  the  chief  men  of 
the  Whigs  that  she  would  put  herself,  and  her 
affairs,  into  such  hands  n»  they  should  approve, 
nnd  would  do  every  thing  possible  for  the  secu- 
rity of  the  protestant  religiuu.” 


so  entire  as  he  seemed  to  suppose.  For  when 
a security,  that  was  real  and  visible,  was  thus 
offered,  those,  who  made  the  other  motion,  flew 
off  from  it.  They  pretended,  that  it  wus,  be- 
cause they  could  not  depart  from  tlieir  first 
motion : But  they  were  told,  that  the  imme- 
diate successor  might  indeed,  during  her  life, 
continue  in  England,  yet  it  was  not  to  be  sup- 
posed, that  her  son,  the  elector,  could  be  always 
absent  from  his  own  dominions,  and  throw  off 
all  care  of  them,  and  of  the  concerns  of  the  em- 
pire, in  which  he  bore  so  great  a share.  If  lie 
should  go  over  for  ever  so  short  a time,  the  ac- 
cident might  happen,  iirwhich  it  w as  certainly 
necessary  to  provide  such  an  expedient  as  was 
now  offered.  This  exposed  them  to  much  cen- 
sure; but  men  engaged  in  parties  are  not  easily 
put  out  of  countenance.  It  was  resolved,  that 
the  regents  should  he  seven,  and  no  more;  and 
they  were  fixed  by  the  posts  they  were  in.  The 
nrcubishop  of  Canterbury,  the  lord-chancellor, 
lord-keeper,  lord-treasurer,  lord-president, lord- 
privy  seal,  lord-high-admiral,  and  the  lord- 
chief-justice  of  the  Queen's- bench  for  the  time 
being,  were  named  for  that  high  trust.  The 
Tones  struggled  hard,  that  the  lord-treasurer 
should  not  he  one,  only  to  shew  their  spleen 
against  the  lord  Godolphin ; but  their  motion 
was  rejected  with  scorn ; for  it  seemed  ridicu- 
lous in  a time,  when  there  might  be  much  oc- 
casion for  money,  to  exclude  an  otficer  from 
that  high  trust,  who  alone  could  furnish  them 
with  it,  or  direct  them  how  to  be  furnished. 
The  Tories  moved  likewise,  that  the  lord-mayor 
of  London  should  be  one;  but  that  was  also  re- 
jected;  for  the  design  of  the  act  was,  that  the 
government  should  be  carried  on  by  those,  who 
should  be  at  that  time  in  the  conduct  and  secret 
of  affairs,  and  were  persons  nominated  by  the 
queen  ; whereas  the  lord-mayor  was  chosen  by 
the  city,  and  bad  no  practice  in  business. 
These  regent*  were  required  to  proclaim  the 
next  successor,  and  to  give  orders  for  the  like 
proclamation  over  England  and  Ireland.  The 
next  successor  might  send  a triplicate  of  the 
persons  named  by  her  or  him  ; one  ol  these 
was  to  be  deposited  with  the  archbishop 
Canterbury,  another  with  the  lord- keeper,  and 
a third  with  his  own  minister  residing  at  this 
court;  upon  the  producing  w hereof,  the  persons 
nominated  were  to  join  with  the  legents,  and 
to  act  in  equality  with  them.  The  last  parlia- 
ment, even  though  dissolved,  was  to  be  imme- 
diately brought  together,  and  impowered  to 
continue  sitting  for  six  mouths;  and  thusthings 
were  to  be  kept  in  order,  till  the  successor 
should  either  come  in  persou,  or  send  over  Ins 
orders. 

The  Tories  made  some  opposition  to  every 
branch  of  the  act;  but,  in  that  of  the  parlia- 
ment’s sitting,  the  opposition  was  more  remark- 
able. The  earl  of  Rochester  moved,  That  the 
parliament  nnd  the  regents  should  be  limited  to 
pats  no  act  of  repeal  of  any  part  of  the  act  of 
Uniformity ; and  in  bis  positive  way  said,  that  il 
this  was  not  agreed  to,  he  should  still  think  the 
church  was  m danger,  notwithstanding  wh*1 
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they  hud  heard  from  the  throne  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  session.  It  was  objected  to  this, 
that,  if  the  regal  power  was  in  the  regents,  and 
if  tht  parliament  was  likewise  a legal  one, 
then  bj  the  constitution  the  whole  legislature 
«s  io  them,  and  that  could  not  be  limited  ; 
tor  they  could  repeal  any  law,  that  limited 
them:  But  the  judges  were  of  opinion,  that 
the  power  of  regents  might  be  limited  ; so  that, 
ss  the  design  of  muring  this  might  be  to  have  a 
cew  pretence  to  possess  the  clergy  that  there 
*ss  a secret  design  against  the  church,  which 
might  break  oat  at  such  a time,  the  Lords  gave 
vay  to  it,  though  they  tliought  it  unreasonable, 
sod  proposed  with  no  good  design.  The  Tories, 
upon  Uie  yielding  this  to  them,  proposed  a 
prut  many  more  limitations;  such  as  the  ye- 
ttninine  the  regents  from  consenting  to  a re- 
peal of  the  art  for  triennial  parliaments;  the 
acts  for  trials  in  cases  of  treason,  and  some 
otliers,  and  so  extravagant  were  they  in  their 
design  of  m iking  the  act  appear  ridiculous,  that 
they  proposed  as  a limitation,  that  they  should 
rut  hare  power  to  repeal  the  act  of  Succession. 
All  these  were  rejected  with  scorn  and  indigna- 
ui»;  the  Lords  seeing  by  this  tbeir  error  in 
y-elrtine  to  that  proposed  by  the  earl  of  Roches- 
trr.  The  bill  passed  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
hot  the  Tories  protested  against  it. 

There  was  not  any  thing  in  the  management  of 
the  Tories,  by  which  they  suffered  more  in  their 
"■potation  than  by  this.  They  lioped,  that  the 
luotioit  for  the  invitation  would  have  cleared 
than  of  all  suspicion  of  inclinations  towards 
the  pretended  prince  of  Wales,  and  would  have 
reconciled  the  body  of  the  nation  to  them,  and 
tonied  them  against  all  who  should  oppose  it. 
The  management  was  so  ill-disguised,  that  it 
*a»  risible  they  intended  only  to  provoke  the 
iUMB  by  it,  hoping  that  the  provocation  might 
6"  » far,  that  in  the  sequel  all  their  designs 
uuyht  be  brought  about,  though  hr  a metliml, 
that  seemed  quite  contrary  to  them,  nnd  de- 
tractive of  them. 

The  hill  lay  long  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
hr  a secrri  management,  that  was  ngainst  it. 
Hie  Tones  there  likewise  proposed,  on  the  14lh 
“f  December,  that  the  next  successor  should 
he  brought  over ; which  was  moved  by  sir  Tho- 
tots  Hantner,  seconded  by  Mr.  Benson,  and 
>»pported  by  Mr.  Bromley,  and  others.  This 
***  opposed  by  the  Whigs,  wlio  moved,  That 
the Unirmnn  leave  the  chair;  which  was  enr- 
tud  la  the  affirmative  without  dividing.  The 
management  was  from  Hanover.  Some 
si'dtieot  persons,  and  others  employed  by  the 
‘ "its,  bad  studied  to  infuse  jealousies  of  the 
i iern  and  her  ministers  into  the  electoress  So- 
She  was  then  seventy-five,  but  had  still 
*"  ““d1  vivacity,  that  as  she  was  the  most 
l- "Swing  and  the  most  entertaining  woman  of 
Ut  uge,  so  she  seemed  willing  to  change  her 
'■pe,  and  to  come  and  shine  here  in  England. 
"<JPreT»iled  with  her  to  write  a letter  10  the 
“tubnhop  of  Canterbury,  intimating  her  rea- 
-*M  to  come  over,  if  the  queen  and  parlin- 
should  desire  it.  Tbit  was  made  public  j 


by  aomt  intriguing  persons  in  that  Court,  and  a 
colour  was  soon  found  to  keep  some  Whigs 
from  agreeing  to  the  act.  In  the  act,  which, 
first  settled  the  Succession,  one  limitation  had 
been,  that,  when  the  crowu  should  pass  into 
that  House,  no  man,  who  had  either  place  or 
pension,  should  be  capable  of  sitting  iu  the 
Home  of  Commons.  The  clause  in  this  bill, 
which  impowered  either  the  parliament,  which 
should  be  current  at  the  queen's  death,  or  that 
which  had  sat  lust,  though  dissolved,  to  sit  for 
six  months,  or  till  tjie  successor  should  dissolve 
it,  seemed  contrary  to  this  incapacitating  clause 
in  the  - former  act.  Great  exceptions  were 
taken  to  this  by  someiealous  Whigs,  wlm  were 
so  possessed  with  the  notion  of  a self-denying 
lull,  as  necessary  to  preserve  public  liberty 
from  the  practices  of  a designing  court,  that 
for  some  weeks  there  was  cause  to  fear,  not 
only  the  loss  of  the  bill,  but  a breach  among  the 
Whigs  upon  this  head.  Much  pains  were  taken, 
and  with  good  effect,  to  heal  this.  It  was  at 
last  settled  ; and  a great  many  offices  were 
enumerated  ; and  it  was  declared,  that  every 
man,  w ho. held  any  of  these,  was  thereby  in- 
capacitated from  sitting  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons ; and  every  member  of  the  House,  who 
accepted  of  any  oilier  office,  was,  upon  that, 
excluded  the  House,  and  a new  Writ  wa>  to 
go  out  to  those,  whom  he  represented,  to  cl. use 
again  ; but  it  was  left  free  to  them  to  chuse  him, 
or  any  other,  as  they  pleased.  It  was  desired 
by  those,  who  pressed  this  matter  most,  that  it 
should  take  place  only  in  the  next  reign.  But, 
to  remove  nil  jealousy,  the  ministers  were  con- 
tent, that  these  clauses  should  take  place  im- 
mediately, upon  the  dissolution  of  the  present 
parliament.  And,  when  the  House  ot  Com- 
mons sent  up  ihese  self-denying  clauses  10  the 
Lords,  they  added  to  them  a repeal  of  that 
clause  in  the  first  act  of  Succession,  by  which 
the  succeeding  princes  were  limited  to  govern 
by  the  advice  of  the  council,  and  by  which  all 
the  privy-counsellors  were  to  be  obliged  to 
sign  their  advices ; which  was  impracticable, 
since  it  was  visible,  that  no  man  would  be  a 
privy-counsellor  on  those  terms.  The  Lords 
added  the  repeal  of  this  clause  to  the  amend- 
ments sent  up  by  the  Commons;  and  they 
made  some  alterations  in  the  clause  inserted  by 
the  Commons,  their  lordships  excluding  only 
the  commissioners  of  the  prize-office,  and  all 
such  new  officers,  as  the  couit  might  create  for 
the  time  to  come.  Two  conferences  were  held 
abbot  these  respective  amendments  between 
the  two  bouses  -.  and,  the  report  of  the  latter 
conference  being  made  in  the  Houseof  Com- 
mons, on  the  15th  of  February,  it  occasioned  a 
long  and  warm  debate.  T he  court-party  en- 
deavoured to  shew  the  injustice  of  excluding 
from  the  house  such  as  were  actually  perform- 
ing services  to  the  nation  : urging,  that  all  coun- 
ties and  corporations  of  England  have,  by  their 
charters,  liberty  to  elect  such,  as  they  think 
best  qualified  to  represent  them  in  parliament ; 
they  should,  ill  great  measure,  be  deprived  of 
that  liberty  by  this  exclusion  of  several  officers, 
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military  and  civil ; who,  by  reason  of  the 
great  estates  they  have  in  those  corporations, 
' seldom  fail,  and  have  more  right  than  any  others 
to  be  chosen.  And  that  the  exclusion  of  those 
officers  would  very  much  abate  the  noble  ar- 
dour, which  several  gentlemen  shewed  at  this 
juncture,  to  serve  the  nation  in  pliis  just  and 
necessary  war,  since  they  could  not  hut  look 
upon  it  as  a disgrace,  to  be  made  incapable  of 
serving  likewise  their  country  >n  parliament. 
The  opposite  party,  which  chiefly  coustsied  of 
the  Tories,  with  whom  several  of  the  Whigs 
joined  on  this  occasion,  alledged,  the  ill  use 
winch  a bad  ptince  might  make  of  a parliament 
io  which  there  should  be  many  of  his  creatures  ; 
such  are  generally  all  those,  who  have  employ- 
ments immediately  depending  on  the  crowo. 
The  other  party,  foreseeing  that  they  should 
lose  the  question,  agreed  to  the  postponing  of 
three  of  the  Lords'  amendments,  having  already 
agreed  to  one  of  them.  But,  three  days  after, 
being  reinforced  by  the  return  of  those,  who, 
for  some  time,  had  voted  on  tlie  contrary  side, 
the  Lords’  amendments  were  approved,  with 
some  few  alterations ; to  which  the  Lords 
agreed  on  the  19th  of  February. 

Complaintl  of  the  Allies  rejected.]  Nov.  11. 
lord  Haversham  moved,  That  the  Miscarriage 
of  the  last  campaign,  occasioned  by  the  Allies, 
might  be  enquired  into.  In  the  course  of  this 
debate,  the  errors,  commuted  in  the  conduct  of 
the  war  this  year,  were  complained  of ; the 
blame,  indeed,  of  the  miscarriage  of  the  design 
on  the  Moselle  was  laid  on  the  prince  of  Baden, 
and  the  errors  in  Brabant  on  the  Slates  and 
their  deputies.  But,  as  the  party  said,  they 
could  net  judge  of  these  things,  nor  be  able  to 
lay  before  theqneen  those  advices,  that  might 
be  fit  for  them  to  offer  to  her,  unless  they  were 
made  acquainted  with  the  whole  series  of  these 
affairs  ; therefore  they  proposed,  that  by  an 
Address  they  might  pray  the  queen  to  commu- 
nicate to  them  all  that  she  knew  concerning 
those  transactions  daring  the  last  campaign  ; 
for  they  reckoned,  that,  .if  all  particulars 
should  be  laid  before  them,  they  should  find 
somewhat  in  thedukeofMarlborough's  conduct, 
on  which  a censure  might  be  fixed.  To  this  it 
was  answered,  that,  if  a complaint  was  brought 
against  any  of  the  queen’s  subjects,  it  would  he 
reasonable  for  them  to  enquire  into  it  by  all  pro- 
per ways  ; but  the  House  of  Lords  could  not 
pretend  to  examine  or  to  censure  the  conduct 
of  the  queen’s  Allies,  who  were  not  subject  to 
them,  nor  could  be  beard  tojustify  themselves  : 
and  it  was  somewhat  extraordinary,  if  they 
should  pass  a censure,  or  make  a complaint  of 
them.  It  was  one  of  the  trusts,  which  was 
lodged  with  the  government,  to  manage  all 
treaties  and  alliances,  so  that  our  commerce 
with  our  allies  was  wholly  in  the  crown.  Al- 
lies might  sometimes  fail,  being  not  able  to  per- 
form what  they  undertook ; they  are  subject 
to  errors  and  accidents,  and  are  sometimes  ill 
■erred.  '1  he  entering  into  that  matter  was  not 
at  all  proper  for  the  House,  unless  it  was  in- 
landed  to  run  into  rash  and  indiscreet  censures, 


on  design  to  provoke  the  Allies,  and  by  that 
means  to  weaken,  if  not  break  the  alliance. 
The  queen  would,  no  doubt,  endeavour  to  re- 
dress whatever  was  amiss,  and  that  must  be 
trusted  to  her  conduct.  Thus  this  attempt, 
which  was  chiefly  levelled  against  the  duke  of 
Marlborough,  not  only  failed,  hut  it  happened 
upon  this,  as  upon  other  occasions,  that  it  tu 
turned  against  those  who  made  it. 

Addrest  tu  maintain  a pood  Ctirrespondnrt 
with  the  Allies.]  On  the  27lli  of  November, 
the  two  Houses  attended  the  queen  with  the 
following  Address : - 

“ We,  your  majesty’s  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  mil 
the  Commons,  in  parliament  assembled,  beta; 
justly  alarmed  by  the  mauy  artifices  which  the 
emissaries  of  France  have  put  in  practice  tiio 
last  year,  ill  order  to  raise  jealousies,  and 
create  misunderstandings,  amongst  the  Allies 
engaged  in  this  necessary  war,  for  the  support 
of  the  liberties  of  Kurope  ; and  being  appre- 
hensive lest  such  malicious  insinuations,  il  they 
should  pass  unobserved,  might  iu  tune  su  far 
take  place,  as  to  abate  the  spirit,  and  slacken 
the  seal,  of  tlie  confederacy  ; do  most  humbly 
beseech  your  majesty  to  use  all  possible  endea- 
vours to  preserveagood  correspondence  amongst 
all  the  confederates,  and,  in  a most  particu- 
lar manner,  to  maintain  and  cultivate  a strict 
friendship  with  the  States-general  of  the  L'nited 
Provinces. — And  we  most  humbly  entreat  your 
majesty,  That  as,  in  your  own  way  of  acting, 
you  have  set  before  your  Allies  a great  and 
noble  example;  so  you  would  he  graciously 
pleased,  by  all  proper  means,  to  excite  thu 
whole  confederacy  to  make  early  aud  effectual 
preparations,  and  to  exert  their  utmost  vigour 
in  the  prosecution  of  the  war  agamst  France." 

The  Queen'i  A turner.  ] Her  majesty’s  An»«cr 
was  to  this  effect: 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen;  your  joining  m 
this  Address,  is  a very  particular  satisfscnoa 
to  me. — The  opinion  of  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment will  always  he  of  the  greatest  weight  with 
me.  I shall  readily  comply  with  your  desire; 
and  I make  no  question  but  it  will  meet  with  a 
just  regard  from  all  our  Allies.” 

The  Acti  against  the  Scott  repealed .]  T1* 
queen  having  laid  before  the  two  Houses  ibe 
Addresses  of  the  Scots  parliament  against  any 
progress  in  the  Treaty  of  Union,  till  tlie  Act, 
which  declared  them  aliens  by  such  a day, 
should  be  repealed ; the  Tories,  upon  this  oc- 
casion, to  make  themselves  popular,  after  they 
had  failed  in  many  attempts,  resolved  to  pro- 
mote this,  apprehending,  that  the  Whigs,  who 
had  first  moved  for  that  act,  would  be  for 
maintaining  their  own  work ; but  they  seemtd 
to  he  much  surprised,  when,  after  they  bad 
prefaced  their  motions  in  this  matter  with  such 
declarations  of  their  intentions  for  tlie  public 
good,  that  shewed  they  expected  opposition 
nnd  a debate;  the  Whigs  not  only  agreed  to 
this,  but  carried  the  matter  further  to  the  other 
act  relating  to  their  manufacture  and  trade 
Thu  passed  very  unanimously  in  both  Houses; 


477]  PARL  HISTORY,  4 Anns,  1705.- 

and,  by  this  means,  way  was  made  for  opening 
a Treaty,  as  soon  as  the  session  should  come  to 
anemi.’  All  the  northern  parts  of  England, 
that  had  been  disturbed  for  some  years  with 
apprehensions  of  a war  with  Scotland,  which 
wjuld  certainly  be  mischievous  to  them,  what- 
ever the  end  of  it  might  prove,  were  much  de- 
lighted with  the  prospect  of  peace  and  uuion 
with  their  neighbours. 

The  Queen's  Speech  concerning  the  Affairs  of 
fytfw.]  Nov.  27.  The  nation  having  been 
loo*  in  suspence  about  the  success  of  the  earl 
of  Peterborough’s  Expedition,  when  the  ac- 
count of  it  was  at  last  brought  by  captain 
Norris  in  the  Britannia,  with  the  lord  Shannon 
sod  brigadier  Stanhope,  the  queen  went  to  the* 
House  of  Peers  aud  made  the  following  speech 
to  both  Houses  : 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  : Having  newly 
received  letters  from  the  king  of  Spain  and  the 
tarl  of  Peterborough,  wind)  contain  a very 
particular  account  of  our  great  and  happy  suc- 
cesses in  Catalonia,  and  shewing,  at  the  same 
tune,  the  reasonableness  of  their  being  lmme- 
tiuteiy  supported ; I look  upon  rhis  to  be  a 
waiter  of  so  much  consequence  in  itself,  and 
io  agreeable  to  you,  that  I have  ordered  a copy 
of  the  ting  of  Spains  letter  to  myself ; a letter 
from  ike  Junta  of  the  military  arm  of  Cata- 
lonia; and  another  letter  from  the  city  of  Vich; 

•»  ako  an  extract  of  the  earl  of  Peterborough’s 
letter  to  ine,  to  be  communicated  to  both 
Houses  of  Parliament. — I recommend  the  con- 
sideration of  them  to  you,  gentlemen  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  very  particularly,  as  the 
speedier  way  to  restore  Use  ntfmarcby  of  Spain 
io  the  House  of  Austria.  And  therefore  I as- 
sure myself,  you  will  enable  me  to  prosecute 
ike  advantages  ire  have  gained,  in  the  most 
eifectual  manner,  and  to  improve  the  opportu- 
nity, which  God  Almighty  is  pleased  to  utford 
of  putting  a prosperous  end  to  the  present 
*ar.— My  Lords  and  Gentlemen : 1 must  not 
lose  tlus  occasion  of  desiring  you  to  give  os 
much  dispatch  to  the  matters  before  you,  as 
the  nature  uf  them  will  allow,  that  so  our  pre- 
paratiur*  for  the  next  year  may  be  early,  which 
cacnot  fail  of  being  of  great  advantage  to  us.” 

The  Common*  being  returned  to  their  House, 
Mr.  Secretary  Hedges  laid  before  them  the 
Tetters roent soned  in  the  queen’s  speech;  and, 
i*o  days  after,  they  voted  the  granting  of 
*erera|  sum*.,  and,  in  particular,  250,000/.  for 
l*r  majesty's  proportion  of  the  charge  of  pro- 
•eeutun  the  successes  already  earned  by  king 
Charles  3,  for  the  recovery  of  the  monarchy  of 
fcpaia  to  the  House  of  Austria. 

•4  Rider  offered  to  the  Bill  for  the  Security 
cf  tie  Sarrestton.]  Dec.  3.  An  Act  for  the 
letter  Security  of  her  majesty’s  person  and 
frot ament,  and  of  the  Succession  to  the 
****!»  of  England  in  the  Protestant  line  was 
ttfui  a third  rime. 

A Rider  was  offered  to  be  added  to  the  Bill, 
10  reftrnin  the  fiords  Justices  from  giving  the 
rojvl  assent  to  any  hill  for  repealing  or  alter- 
“•J.  the  act  31  Ckroli  Secundi,  called,  * The 
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1 Habeas  Corpus  Act/  the  act  called,  * The 
‘ Toleration  Act/  that  called,  ‘ The  Triennial 
‘ Act/  and  the  * Act  for  regulating  Trials  in 
‘ Cases  of  Treason.’— And  the  same  l»eing 
read,  after  debate,  the  question  was  put,  whe- 
ther this  Rider  shall  be  read  a second  time?— 
It  was  resolved  in  the  Negative. 

Protests  thereon .]  “ Dissentient*  Because 
we  conceive,  these  acts  mentioned  in  the  fore- 
going Rider,  are  as  necessary  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  Protestant  religion,  and  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  the  subjects  of  England,  as  th« 
act  of  Uniformity,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Home 
itself,  is  for  the  preservation  of  the  church  of 
England.  (Signed)  Beaufort,  Scnrsdale,  Ha- 
rersham,  Northampton,  Guilford,  H.  London, 
Carnarvon,  Thanet,  Anglesea,  Rochester, 
Granville,  Guernsey,  Buckingham,  Weymouth, 
Nottingham,  North  and  Grey,  G.  Bath  and 
Weils.” 

Then,  after  further  debate,  the  question  was 
put,  Whether  this  hill  shall  pass?  It  was  re- 
solved in  the  affirmative. 

“ Dissentient’ 

“ 1.  .Because,  it  having  been  our  humble 
opinion,  that  nothing  can  so  firmly  secure  the 
succession  to  this  crown  in  the  Protestant  line, 
as  the  presumptive  heir’s  residing  in  this  king- 
dom, and  our  proposal  of  on  humble  Address  to 
her  majesty  for  that  purpose  having  been  re- 
fused, this  whole  hill  also  being  founded  on  the 
said  heir’s  being  absent  at  the  time  of  the 
queen's  demise,  we  fear  the  bill  may  prove  not 
otdy  ineffectual  to  these  good  purposes  for  which 
it  is  designed,  but  dangerous  also  in  preventing 
the  said  heir's  coming  hither,  in  the  mean  time, 
by  the  opinion  some  have  of  the  successor's  be- 
ing so  well  secured,  that  no  such  further  cure 
needs  to  be  taken  about  it. 

“ 8.  Because  every  one  of  the  7 Lords  Jus- 
tices, constituted  by  this  bill,  is  therein  made  so 
far  independent  of  the  very  successor,  as  not  to 
be  displaced  by  the  said  successor  in  that  in- 
strument, which  is  to  be  deposited  here  for  tba 
addition  of  more  Lords  Justices;  the  reason 
for  which  addition  we  think  equally  strong,  by 
enabling  nlso  the  successor  to  exclude,  by  the 
said  instrument,  any  of  those  seven  justice* : 
which  said  justices  may  otherwise  be  found 
(when,  perhaps,  it  will  be  too  late)  invested 
with  too  great  a power,  if  they  can  ever  he  sup- 
posed capable  of  dl  employing  it. 

“ 3.  Which  last  objection  we  conceive  to  be 
of  more  weight,  since  it  was  refused  by  the 
House  to  restrain  those  future  Lords  Justice* 
from  repealing  the  following  acts,  viz.  An  Act 
for  preventing  dangers  which  may  happen  from 
Popish  recusants ; an  act  for  the  more  effectual 
preserving  the  king's  person  and  government, 
by  disabling  of  papists  from  sitting  in  cither 
house  of  parliament;  the  act  for  the  better  se- 
curing the  liberty  of  the  subject,  and  for  pre- 
vention of  imprisonment  beyond  the  seas ; the 
act  for  the  further  security  of  his  majesty’s  per- 
son, and  the  succession  of  the  crown  in  toe  Pro- 
testant line,  mid  for  extinguishing  the  hopes  of 
the  pretended  prince  of  Wales,  all  other  pre- 
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tender*,  and  their  open  and  secret  abettors ; 
the  act  for  exempting  their  majesties  Protestant 
subjects,  dissenting  from  the  church  of  England, 
from  the  penalties  of  certain  laws;  the  act  for 
the  frequent  meeting  nud  calling  of  parliaments; 
and  the  act  for  regulating  of  trials  in  cases  of 
treason  and  misprision  of  treason  ; which  laws 
we  account  the  very  pillars  of  our  constitution, 
and  that  consequently  no  subjects  whatsoever 
ought  to  be  entrusted  with  the  power  of  passing 
any  act  to  repeal  them,  during  the  time,  when 
it  will  be  impossible  for  the  successor  to 
know  any  thing  of  the  matter,  or  so  much  as 
that  the  said  successor  is  become  our  sovereign. 

4.  “ Because  ill  this  very  bill,  which  entrusts 
the  Lords  Justices  with  a power  of  giving  the 
royal  assent  to  laws  of  so  dangerous  a nature, 
and  with  all  the  executive  power,  yet,  we  con- 
ceive, they  are  restrained  from  revoking  the 
least  military  commission,  or  disbanding  any 
officer  of  the  army,  though  never  so  much  de- 
serving to  be  suspected  by  them. 

“ Lastly,  We  apprehend  the  great  danger  her 
majesty  may  be  exposed  to,  since  whatever  is 
insufficient  to  secure  the  succession  in  the  Pro- 
testant line,  and  may  render  it  liable  to  diffi- 
culties or  uncertainties,  must  also  encourage  ill 
designs  against  her  sacred  life ; which  may  he 
thought  the  only  obstacle  in  the  wav  of  such 
wicked  persons,  who  may  flutter  themselves 
with  the  hopes  of  confusions  after  it. — (Signed) 
Beaufort,  Carnarvon,  Denbigh,  Buckingham, 
Anglesea,  Havershatn,  Nottingham,  Thnnet. 

“ We  dissent  for  the  four  last  reasons,  Gran- 
ville, North  and  Grey,  Guernsey.” 

Debate  in  the  House  of  Lords  concerning  the 
Danger  of  the  Church. ] Dec.  6.  After  the 
Act  for  the  Regency  had  passed,  the  lord  Hali- 
fax remembering  what  the  earl  of  Rochester 
bad  said  concerning  the  danger  the  Church 
might  he  in,  moved,  that  a (lav  might  ha  ap- 
pointed, to  enquire  into  these  dangers,  about 
which  so  many  tragical  stories  had  been  pub- 
lished of  late.  Accordingly,  this  day  was  ap- 
pointed for  this  purpose,  « ben 

The  Earl  of  Rochester * began  the  debate, 
(the  Queen  being  present)  amt  told  their  iord- 

* “ The  second  son  of  lord  chancellor  Cla- 
rendon, created  earl  of  Rochester  by  Charles 
the  Second  ; lord  treasurer  and  a knight  of  the 
garter  by  James  the  Second ; lord  lieutenant 
of  Ireland  by  William  the  Third;  and  presi- 
dent of  the  council  by  queen  Anne.  He  died 
in  mi. 

11  Dunton,  his  contemporary,  says  he  was 
set  in  the  conspicuous  place  of  lord  lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  on  purpose  to  guide  the  people  into 
the  path  of  love  and  obedience  to  their  God 
and  king.  • He  is  a person,'  he  adds,  * of  ex- 
‘ traordiuary  sense  and  very  close  thinking,  a 

* refined  politician,  and  tvis  ever  a firm  ad- 

* herer  to  the  royal  line : hut  his  zeal  for  the 
‘ church  is  the  most  remarkable  quality  in  him, 

‘ and  so  perfumes  the  actions  of  his  whole  life, 

. 1 that  it  makes  him  whatever  is  brave,  generous, 

^snerciful,  just,  aud  good,'  Sc c.  Macky  de- 
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•hips,  “ That  the  subject-matter  of  it  mu  of  ki 
tender  a nature,  that  it  was  difficult  to  speak  to 
it ; for  her  majesty  had  expressed  herself  so 
conclusively  in  iter  speech,  that  it  seemed  to  be 
to  contradict  the  queen,  to  speak  freely:  but  in 
regard,  that  the  ministers  might  be  supposed  to 
make  the  speeches,  he  desired,  that  what  he  had 
said  might  not  he  offensive  to  the  queen,  for 
whom  he  had  all  the  affection  aad  respect  that 
could  be.  He  urged,  that  ministers  might  mis- 
take, and  not  always  act  for  the  pablic  good ; 
and  instanced  in  the  ministry  of  Portugal, 
where  the  king  was  our  friend,  hot  the  ministry 
seemed  to  be  otherwise,  insomuch  that  the  al- 

scribes  him  as  ‘ one  who  had  all  the  improw- 
‘ ment  of  education  and  experience,  with  a 
‘ good  capacity and  says  be  was,  when  very 
young,  employed  by  Charles  the  Second  in  fo- 
reign negotiations.  He  opposed  king  William's 
coming  to  the  throne,  and  generally  thwarted 
the  measures  of  that  court,  till  the  king,  to  gam 
hiut  and  his  party,  made  him  lord  lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  and  when  he  was  thrown  out  of  ofher, 
gave  him  a very  considerable  pension  dunns 
his  reign.  ‘ He  is  easily  wound  op  to  a passion,' 
observes  the  same  writer,  ‘ which  is  the  reason 

* why  he  often  loses  himself  in  the  debates  of 

* the  House  of  Peers:  and  the  opposite  pany 
‘ know  so  well  how  to  attack  him,  as  to  make 
‘ his  great  stock  of  knowledge  fail  him.  He  », 
‘ notwithstanding,  one  of  the  finest  men  in 
‘ England  for  interest,  especially  the  church 
‘ party,  and  is  very  zealous  for  his  friends.' 
Burnet,  n more  accredited  judge,  speaks  of 
lord  Rochester  As  a man  of  great  parts  and  in- 
corrupt practices,  though  of  austere  manners. 
Before  he  rose  to  high  posts,  he  was  tltougbt 
the  smoothest  man  in  the  court ; and  during 
all  the  dispute  concerning  his  father,  managed 
so  dexterously,  that  no  resentments  were  ex- 
cited against  him. 

“ Drydcn  penned  a very  enustic  epitaph 
upon  the  carl  of  Rochester's  being  dismissed 
from  the  treasury  in  1687  ; which  thus  begins: 

“ Here  lies  a creature  of  indulgent  fate, 

From  Tory  Hyde  rais’d  to  a chit  of  state; 

In  chariot  now,  Elisha-like,  he's  hurl’d 
To  th’  upper  empty  regions  of  the  world : 

The  airy  thing  cuts  through  the  yielding  sky, 
And  as  it  goes  does  into  atoms  fly : 

While  we  on  earth  see  with  no  small  delight, 
The  bird  of  prey  turn'd  to  a paper  kite." 

“ The  same  versatile  poet's  previous  chs- 
racter  of  lord  Rochester  should,  however,  be 
opposed  to  this  libel: 

“ Ilushni,  the  friend  of  David  in  distress, 

In  public  storms  of  manly  steadfastness. 

By  foreign  treaties  lie  inform'd  his  youth,' 

And  join’d  experience  to  his  native  truth. 

His  frugal  care  supply's!  the  wanting  throne. 
Frugal  fur  that,  hut  bounteous  of  his  own." 

Absalom  nud  Aclntophel,  part  1. 

See  Park’s  enlarged  edition  of  lord  Orfonf* 
Noble  Authors,  vnt.  4,  p.  41. 
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fiance  was  of  no  benefit  to  us:  nnd  added,  that 
the  duke  of  Buckingham  and  archbishop  Laud 
were  heartily  in  the  interest  of  king  Charles  1, 
hut  did  many  things  that  very  much  injured 
him.  The  full  expressions  in  the  queen’s  speech 
he  c- an  pa  red  to  the  law  ill  king  Charles  the 
second's  time,  to  make  it  treason  to  call  the 
king  a papist ; for  which  very  reason,  he  said, 
he  always  thought  him  so.  The  reasons  he  J 
gave  for  his  fear  of  the  church’s  danger,  arose 
from  these  three  causes  : first,  the  Act  of  Se- 
curity in  Scotland  : secondly,  the  heir  of  the 
house  of  Hanover  not  being  sent  for  over  : 
thirdly,  the  not  passing  the  Occasional  Bill. 
Upon  the  first  he  said,  the  Presbyterian  church 
m Scotland  was  fully  established  without  n to- 
leration, that  to  arm  that  people  was  to  give 
them  a power  to  invade  England,  where  they 
had  a powerful  party  .for  their  friends,  who 
never  wanted  tl»e  will  to  destroy  the  church 
That  lie  thought  the  heir  of  the  crown  ought  to 
te  prescut  among  us,  in  order  to  be  fully  ac- 
quainted with  us  ami  our  constitution,  and 
thereby  enabled  to  prevent  any  evil  designs 
spoil  the  church  and  state : That  the  Occa- 
sional Bill  was  in  itself  so  reasonable,  and  the 
church's  request  in  it  so  small,  that  the  indus- 
try in  opposing  it  gave  the  greater  ground  for 
suspicion.” 

When  that  noble  lord  had  done,  the  House 
site  still  a quarter  of  an  hour,  expecting  some 
body  would  second  him  ; but  no  body  else 
speaking  on  that  side, 

The  Lord  Halifax  * said,  u That  he  having 
unwed  for  the  present  debate,  it  might  be  expect- 

* “ Charles  Monfague,  earl  of  Halifax,  was 
the  fourth  son  of  the  lion.  George  Montague,  a 
younger  son  of  the  earl  of  Manchester.  He 
wot  born  in  1G61,  educated  in  Wesiminstcr- 
school,  where  he  is  said  to  have  recommended 
himself  to  Dr.  Busby  by  his  felicity  in  extem- 
porary epigrams,  and  removed  in  1632  to  Tri- 
nity College,  Cambridge,  where  he  commenced 
an  acquaintance  with  the  great  Newton,  which 
cxi-.tiaued  through  Ins  life,  and  was  at  last  at- 
tested by  a legacy.  He  intended  to  hare  taken 
orders;  but  utierw.irds  altering  his  purpose, 
purchased  for  1,500/.  the  place  of  one  of  the 
clerks  of  the  council.  In  1691,  being  a mem- 
ber of  the  House  of  Commons,  lie  argued  warmly 
in  favour  of  a law  to  grant  the  assistance  of 
counsel  in  trials  lor  hi  eh  treason ; and  in  the 
waist  of  his  speech,  tailing  into  some  confu- 
5*00,  he  is  said,  by  Ins  biographers,  to  have 
drawn  a dexterous  argument  from  the  circum- 
stance, precisely  in  the  same  way  lord  Shaftes- 
bury bus  been  stated  to  do. 

44  After  this  he  rose  fast  into  honours  nnd 
employments,  being  appointed,  in  1691,  n 
c JUnni>sioner  of  the  treasury,  and  a privy- 
couusellor.  In  1694  he  became  chancellor  of 
die  exchequer ; and  the  next  year  engaged  in 
the  arduous  attempt  of  recoining  the  silver  cur- 
rency, which  was  in  two  years  happily  com-  j 
pitud.  In  1696  he  projected  the  scheme  for 
* general  fund,  which  was  the  precursor  of  the 
VOL.  VI, 


ed  that  he  should  speak  to  it.  The  Act  of  Se- 
curity in  Scotland,  was  a national  thing,  wholly 
foreign  to  church-affairs ; that  it  was  not  to 
pa«s,  but  to  prevent  immediate  war,  which  the 
Scots  seemed  to  have  resolved  upon  ; that  in 
case  it  should  ever  be  made  use  of,  it  would  be 
hut  as  other  wars  with  that  nation  had  been, 
in  former  days,  wherein  England  was  always 
able  to  defena  itself,  and  would  sure,  hereafter, 

sinking  fund  established  by  sir  Robert  Wal- 
pole; and  after  an  inquiry  concerning  a grant 
o!  Irish  crown  lands  in  1698,  it  was  determined 
by  a vote  of  the  Commons  that  he  * had  de- 
4 served  his  majesty’s  favour.’  In  the  same 
year  he  was  advanced  to  the  first  commission 
of  the  treasury,  and  appointed  one  of  the  re- 
gency in  the  king's  absence.  The  next  year  he 
was  made  auditor  of  the  exchequer,  and  the 
year  after  created  baron  of  Halifax,  in  the 
county  of  York.  He  was.  however,  impeached 
by  the  Commons  for  advising  iiis  majesty  to 
sign  the  Partition  Treaty  ; but  ihe  Articles  were 
dismissed  by  the  Lords.  At  the  accession  of 
queen  Anne  he  was  removed  from  the  council, 
and  in  the  first  parliament  of  her  reign  was  again 
attacked  by  the  Commons,  and  again  escaped 
by  the  protection  of  the  Lords.  In  1706  he 
proposed  nnd  negociated  the  Union  with  Scot- 
land ; and  moved  the  bill  for  the  naturalization 
of  the  house  of  Hanover,  and  securing  the  Pro- 
testant succession;  after  which  lie  was  ap- 
pointed to  cany  the  ensigns  of  the  order  of  the 
garter  to  (he  electoral  court.  At  the  queen’s 
death  he  was  nominated  one  of  the  lords  re- 
gent ; and  by  George  the  First  whs  made  vis- 
count Sunbury,  earl  of  Halifax,  a knight  of 
the  garter,  first  commissioner  of  the  treasury, 
and  lord  lieutenant  of  the  county  of  Surrey. 

4 More,’  says  I)r.  Johnson,  4 was  not  to  be 
4 had,  and  this  he  kept  but  a little  while.*  Iiis 
lordship  died  on  May  19,  1715;  in  the  fifty- 
fourth  year  of  his  age.  A namby-pamby  ode 
by  Philips  was  dedicated  to  his  memory. 

44  Dunton  says  lie  was  affable,  easy,  and 
obliging,  candid  and  ingenious,  and  that  nil 
these, qualities  w-cre  well  tempered.  Steele  in 
a dedicatory  epistle  flatters  him  with  saying, 

4 Your  lordship’s  patronage  has  produced  those 
4 arts,  which  before  shunned  the  commerce  of  the 
4 world,  into  the  service  of  life ; and  it  is  to  you 
4 wc  owe  that  the  man  of  wit  has  turned  him— 

4 self  to  be  a man  of  business.  Your  own  stu- 
4 dies  have  been  diverted  from  bring  the  highest 
4 ornament  to  the  highest  use  to  mankind;  and 
4 the  capacities  that  would  have  rendered  you 
4 the  greatest  poet  of  your  age,  have  to  the  nd- 
4 vantage  of  Great  Britain  been  employed  in 
4 pursuits  which  have  made  you  (he  most  able 
4 patriot.’  Smith  was  not  less  laudatory  in  the 
dedication  to  his  Phardra  und  Hippolitus  : nor 
was  Philips  in  his  epistolary  verses.  Tickell 
added  much  in  a similar  strain  of  panegyric, 
which  drew  forth  the  following  remarks  from 
Dr.  Johnson  : 1 Of  him  who  from  a poet  bc- 
4 came  a patron  of  poets,  it  will  be  readily  bo- 
4 lieved  that  the  works  would  not  miss  of  ceie- 
2 I 
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be  more  able  to  do  it,  inasmuch  as  the  strength 
of  England  was  increased  much  mure  than  that 
of  Scotland  ; so  that  unless  France  should  come 
into  the  quarrel,  whose  hands  were  already  too 
full  to  do  it,  it  would  signify  little ; but  blessed 
be  God,  things  were  so  well  compromised  with 
the  Scots,  and  their  former  heat  so  much  abated, 
that  there  was  no  reason  to  doubt  of  an  amicable 
issue  of  that  difference  : as  to  the  house  of  Hano- 
arer,  he  said,  that  was  a danger  of  but  eight  days 
standing ; for  he  durst  say  a fortnight  ago,  no 
body  made  the  absence  of  tbe  princess  Sophia, 
a danger  to  the  church ; and  as  for  her  absence 
upon  the  queen's  death,  that  was  now  so  well 
to  be  provided  for  by  the  act  for  Lords  Justices, 
that  he  thought  no  evil  could  possibly  happen 
to  the  church  before  her  arrival.  That  he 
wondered  the  house  of  Hanover  should  be  now 
esteemed  such  a security  to  the  church ; where- 
as, when  the  laws  were  made  for  the  security 
of  that  succession,  it  was  generally  reckoned  a 
hardship  upon  the  church : and  a clergyman,  in 
a company  of  convocation-men,  had  openly 
called  her  an  unbaptized  Lutheran  ; the  truth 
of  which  he  could  prove.  As  to  the  Occasional- 
Bill,  he  said,  that  matter  had  been  canvassed 
already,  and  it  was  tlieD  tbe  opinion  of  that 

* bration.  Lord  Halifax  wa«,  as  Pope  says, 
‘‘fed  with  soft  dedications;’*  for  Tickell  af- 
4 firms  that  no  dedicator  was  unrewarded.  Yet 
4 to  charge  all  unmerited  praise  with  the  guilt 
‘ of  flattery,  and  to  suppose  that  the  encomiast 
4 always  knows  and  feels  the  falsehood  of  his 

* assertions,  is  surely  to  discover  great  ignorance 
4 of  human  nature  and  human  life.  Very  near 
4 to  admiration  is  the  wish  to  admire.’ 

“ • Considered  as  a poet,’  says  Cibber,  ‘ his 
4 lordship  makes  a less  considerable  figure  than 
‘ the  earl  of  Dorset : there  is  a languor  in  his 
4 verses  which  seems  to  indicate  that  he  was 
4 not  born  with  a poetical  genius.  That  he  was 
4 a lover  of  the  Muses  there  is  not  the  least 
‘ doubt,  as  we  find  him  patronizing  the  poets 

* so  warmly  ; but  there  is  some  ditference  he- 
‘ tween  a propensity  to  poetry  and  a power  of 
‘ excelling  in  it.’  Sr.  Anderson  seems  to  con- 
cur with  tbe  judgment  uCCibher,  when  he  de- 
termines that  lord  Halifax  can  only  be  ranked 
with  Stepney  and  VValsh,as  lie  is  associated  in  the 
works  of  the  Minor  Poets,  since  he  makes  a less 
considerable  figure  than  Dorset,  or  even  than 
Sedley  and  Hopkins.  Dr.  Johnson  proceeds 
so  fur  as  to  assert,  ’ It  would  now  be  esteemed 
‘ no  honour,  by  a contributor  to  the  monthly 
‘ bu miles  of  verses,  to  be  told  that  in  strains 
‘ either  familiar  or  solemn  he  sings  like  Mon- 
‘ tague and  this  appreciation  of  his  lordship's 
poetic  merit  will  not  perhaps  1 e found  to  fall 
much  short  of  the  gereral  estimate.”  Lord 
Orford's  Noble  Authors.  Purk’s  enlarged  edi- 
tion, rial.  4,  p.  60. 

41  * Promt  us  Apollo  on  his  forked  hill 
Sat  full-blown  Halo,  puff'd  by  every  quill; 

Fed  w uh  so‘t  dedication  all  day  long, 

Horace  and  he  went  hand  in  hand  in  song." 
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house  that  it  would  not  prove  of  any  advantage 
and  security  to  the  church,  but  rather  the  con- 
trary. That,  upon  the  whole,  there  had  been 
limes  in  their  memory,  wherein  the  church 
might  be  said  to  he  in  danger.  That  king 
Charles  2,  was  a Roman  Catholic;  at  least,  his 
brother  thought  fit  to  declare  it  alter  his  death, 
and  the  successor,  who  had  the  management  of 
all  affairs,  was  known  to  be  such ; and  yet  the 
church  thought  herself  then  secure ; and  those 
patriots,  who  stood  op  in  its  defence,  and  en- 
deavoured to  preveut  tine  evils  which  might  en- 
sue from  a popish  successor,  v ere  discounte- 
nanced and  punished.  Nay  (added  bis  lordship) 
when  that  successor  came  to  the  throne,  and 
that  the  church  was  very  apparently  in  tbe 
greatest  danger  by  the  Uigb-commissioo  Court, 
and  otherwise,  we  were  then  indeed  generally 
alarmed;  but  we  know  who  sat  in  that  court, 
and  went  large  steps  in  the  work  then  on  foot*. 
That,  soon  after  u.e  succession  of  king  William 
to  the  crown,  the  cry  of  the  Church  Danger  la- 
gan, and  was  continued  all  his  reign,  but  with 
what  ground  his  lordship  was  yet  unacquaint- 
ed with.  That  upon  her  majesty's  happy  suc- 
cession, for  some  lime  the  complaint  was  silent; 
but  that,  when  she  was  pleased  to  make  some 
alterations  in  her  ministry,  it  was  immediately 
rerived,  and  ever  since  continued  : and  so  bn 
lordship  concluded,  that  the  church  was  no* 
in  no  danger.” 

The  Bishop  of  London  (Dr.  Compton)  t com- 
ing into  the  Ilousejust  its  these  last  words  were 

* The  earl  of  Rochester  was  one  of  the 
ecclesiastical  commissioners  in  king  James  Sits 
time. 

f “ Henry  Compton,  youngest  son  of  Spa- 
cer, earl  of  Northumpion,  w ho  was  killed  in 
the  civil  w ar,  was  educated  at  Queen's  College 
in  Oxford.  Having  staid  about  three  years  »t 
tbe  university,  he  inude  the  usual  tour  of  Eu- 
rope. After  the  Restoration,  lie  Incline  a 
cornet  in  the  royal  regiment  of  guards,  rota- 
manded  by  Aubrey  de  Vere,  earl  of  (hford: 
but  a military  life  not  suiting  his  disposition,  be 
entered  into  holy  orders,  and  was  in  a few  yr«n 
advanced  to  the  bishopric  of  Oxlord,  and  after- 
wards to  that  of  London.  He  strongly  expect- 
ed to  be  promoted  to  the  see  of  Canterbury! 
and  w as  greatly  disappointed  when  n wasjivm 
to  Dr.  Sancroft,  but  more,  when  Dr.  TiHonoo 
was  preferred  to  it.  His  learning  was  super- 
ficial, hut  his  great  diligence  in  discharging  tbe 
duties  of  his  function  was  ttuly  exemplary. 
He  is  said  to  luve  been  ‘ an  humble,  modest, 
‘ generous,  and  good  natured  mutt ; but  weak, 
‘ wilful,  much  In  the  power  of  others,  and 
‘ strangely  wedded  to  a party.'  He  was  em- 
phatically called  The  Protestant  Bishop,  for  the 
notde  stand  he  made  in  defence  of  the  rights  of 
the  church  in  this  teign,  when  spirit  and  reso- 
lution were  mu-  h more  necessary  than  learning. 
He  putronized  converts  from  pnpecy,  and  was  a 
fein-r  .us  friend  to  the  French  Pro'estaats  who 
fled  hither  Irotn  tne  persecution  of  Lewis  XH. 
He  appeared  in  arms  at  Nottingham,  alittl*  be- 
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wiirsred,  immediately  took  op  the  lord  Ilali-  complain  of  that  sermon  (meaning  Mr.  Benja- 
(u ; giving  for  his  reason  of  the  church’s  being  min  lloadley's  before  the  lord-mayor)  for,  if  the 
in  danger,  that  profaneness  and  irreligion  were  doctrine  of  that  sermon  w as  not  good,  he  did 
K>  tab  among  us,  and  the  licentiousness  of  the  not  know  what  defence  his  lordship  could  make 

CM  intolerable,  that  a most  vile  book  had  for  his  appearing  in  arms  at  Nottingham.  Then 
lately  published  bv  a clergyman  in  his  the  bishop,  proceeding  to  the  question  in 
docee  (meaning  Mr.  Hickeringhill)  whom  be  debate,  instanced  in  a piece  of  French  history 
bad  tadeavoured  to  punish ; but  that  he  had  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  third  (which,  he  saidf, 
»cb  subterfuges  in  the  quirks  of  the  law,  that  had  been  much  in  vogue  of  late  in  a neigh- 
tr  cauld  not  come  at  him : and  that  sermons  bouring  house)  in  whose  time  the  catholics  set 
wre  preached,  wherein  rebellion  was  counte-  up  the  same  cry  oft  he  church’s  Hanger  from  the 
maced,  and  resistance  to  the  higher  powers  Huguenots,  and  forced  the  king  to  comply 
encouraged.  with  them ; but  that,  their  power  thereby  becom- 

The  Bishop  of  Salisbury  * replied.  That  his  ing  great,  they  turned  it  upon  the  king  him- 
Iwdifaip  ought  to  have  been  the  last  man  to  self,  and  he  found  he  should  be  thrust  mio  u 


ire  the  Revolution,  and  declared  bis  readiness 
to  fight  for  die  prince  of  Orange.  He  was  a 
true  son  and  brave  champion  of  the  church, 
sod  a most  munificent  benefactor  to  it.  Wlint- 
otf  imperfections  there  might  be  in  his  charac- 
ter, be  was  allowed  to  be  much  a gentleman, 
wd  so  less  a Christian.  Ob.  7 July,  1713, 
it.  *1.”  Granger. 

“ This  prelate  lies  in  Fulham  cemetery,  with 
tie fclkming  brief  memorial : 

H.  LONDON. 
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“Berne  part  of  ‘ God  forbid  that  I should 
dory,  save  in  the  cross  of  Jesus  Christ.’  His 
Usury  works  were,  a translation,  in  1667,  of 
“ Be  Life  of  Donna  Olympia  Mulduelnu,  who 
jowntd  Innocent  X.  and  the  church the 
“ Jesuits  Intrigues,  with  the  private  Instruc- 
tion of  dial  Society  to  i heir  Emissaries,”  1669  ; 
“ A Treatise  on  the  Holy  Communion,”  1677  ; 
“A  Letter  to  his  Clergy  concerning  Baptism, 
tie  Lord’s  Supper,  Catechism,”  1679,  and 
other  letters  to  them.  It  was  nobly  said  by 
Ui.whfu  a person  told  his  lordship  that  acer- 
tun  clergyman  had  spoken  contemptuously  of 
bia>,  b«  diocesan,  ‘ I am  glad  of  it,  for  lie  has 
P*»  ®e  an  opportunity  of  setting  you  a good 
1 esmple  in  forgiving  him.'”  Noble's  Con- 
tisoxioii  of  Granger. 

“ Gilbert  Burnet,  bishop  of  Salisbury,  wns 
“>ni  of  a respectable  and  antient  family  at 
tdinbaigh,  18th  September,  1643.  He  was 
tduated  in  the  college  of  Aberdeen,  and  under 
jbe  waicbtul  eye  of  his  father,  he  early  acquired 
Inbtta  of  industry  and  application  which  at- 
tended bim  through  life,  and  never  till  the  infir- 
mtties  of  age  compelled  him,  discontinued  the 
rtutom  of  rising  every  morning  at  four  o'clock 
to  prosecute  his  studies  with  ardour  and  effect. 
At  it*  age  of  18  lie  was  admitted  expectant 
preacher,  but  he  refused  the  offer  of  a benefice, 
>ttd  in  1663,  two  years  after  his  father’s  death, 
* ‘idled  Oxford  and  Cambridge  for  six 
months,  and  soon  after  passed  over  into  Hol- 
nnd,  wnere  he  applied  to  the  study  of  Hebrew, 
^ dj  an  indiscriminate  and  friendly  inter- 
“aise  with  men  0f  every  religious  persuasion, 
waxed  his  principles  of  universal  benevolence 


and  toleration,  without  regard  to  trilie  or  sect. 
On  bis  return  to  Scotland  in  1665,  be  was  or- 
dained, and  afterwards  appointed  divinity  pro- 
fessor at  Glasgow  ; but  his  benevolent  attempts 
to  reconcile  tlie  contending  parties  in  ecclesi- 
astical affairs  rendered  him  unpopular  and  sus- 
pected. He  afterwards  engaged  himself  to 
write  the  History  of  the  nukes  ol  Hamilton,  and 
recommended  himself  so  much  to  the  earl  of 
Lauderdale  and  to  tlie  king’s  ministers  in  Lon- 
don, by  his  moderation  and  his  superior  abili- 
ties, that  he  was  several  limes  offered  a Scotch 
bishopric,  which  he  as  often  declined.  His  in- 
terest with  the  court  however  was  of  short  du- 
ration, he  became  suspected,  and  was  treated 
with  harshness  by  the  king,  who  ordered  his 
name  to  be  erased  from  the  list  of  chaplains. 
To  avoid  the  enmity  of  Lauderdale,  he  deter- 
mined to  settle  in  Loudon,  where  he  was  ap- 
pointed preacher  of  the  Rolls  chapel,  and  lec- 
turer of  St.  Clements.  His  two  first  volumes 
of  the  History  of  the  Reformation  about  this 
time  commanded  the  public  admiration,  and 
received  as  an  honourable  testimony  of  iis  me- 
rits, the  thanks  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament. 
About  this  time  likewise  he  became  acquainted 
with  the  profligate  Rochester,  and  by  his  con- 
versation he  reclaimed  him,  and  had  the  hap- 
piness to  see  him  alone  for  his  debaucheries  by 
a most  penitential  death.  Upon  the  change  of 
administration  in  1682,  Burnet's  conduct  gave 
offence,  and  his  attendance  on  lord  Russel  at 
bis  trial  created  so  much  indignation  at  court, 
that  he  was  by  the  king’s  command,  discharged 
from  his  offices  at  the  Rolls’  chapel  and  at  St. 
Clements.  His  character  was  so  well  establish- 
ed, that,  in  his  travels  in  France  and  Italy,  he 
was  received  with  every  mark  of  attention  and 
respect  by  the  French  king,  and  hy  pope  Inno- 
cent 2.  Tlie  accession  of  James  2,  to-  the- 
tliror.e,  formed  a new  era  in  the  life  of  Burnet. 
Unwilling  to  return  to  his  native  country,  he 
resolved  to  settle  in  Holland,  and  the  attention 
which  was  paid  to  him  hy  the  prince  and  prin- 
cess of  Orange,  proved  so  offensive  to  the  Eng- 
lish monarch,  that  he  caused  his  ambassador  to 
demand  his  banishment  from  the  States^  tyran- 
nical interference  which  was  rejected,  as  he 
wns  under  the  protection  of  the  laws  as  a natu- 
ralized subject  and  the  husband  of  a Dutch 
lady.  Some  time  after  he  accompanied  as 
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monastery,  ifht  did  not  speedily  crush  them, and 
therefore  sutbhed  the  duke  of  Guise  to  the  heart. | 
To  the  reasons,  which  the  noble  lord  who  begun 
the  debate,  gave  fur  the  church’s  danger,  he  rt- 

chaplain  the  prince  on  hi**  invasion  of  England, 
and  ?o  zealoudy  active  did  he  shew  h unself  in 
his  caus* , h*>tl»  by  his  pamphlet  and  his  pulpit 
eloquence,  that  \V iiiiam,a  lew  uays  after  he  sas 
seated  on  the  throne,  advanced  him  to  the  see 
ol  Salisbury.  In  his  new  office  he  was  moderate 
bat  diguihed,  though  his  assertions  in  a Pastoral 
Letter,  that  William’s  title  to  the  crown  was 
founded  on  conquest,  proved  highly  disagreea-  i 
ble  to  both  Houses,  and  the  offensive  paper  was 
publicly  burnt  by  (he  hands  of  the  hangman, 
lie  resided  in  his  diocese  the  best  part  of  his 
time,  and  though  he  was  engaged  as  preceptor 
to  the  duke  of  Gloucester,  yet  he  devoted  him- 
self as  much  to  improve  the  comforts  of  his 
clergy,  by  augmenting  poor  livings,  as  to  ad- 
vance the  interests  of  religion  by  his  writings. 
He  died  17th  March,  1715,  in  his  72nd  year, 
and  was  buried  at  St.  James’s  Clerkenwell.  He 
was  thrice  married,  first  to  lady  Margaret  Ken- 
nedy, daughter  of  earl  Cassilis,  about  1670,  se- 
condly, to  a Dutch  lady  of  family  and  fortune, 
u ho  died  of  the  small  pox  1696,  and  thirdly,  in 
tiie  same  year,  to  Mrs.  Berkeley,  a woman  of 
excellent  character.  Besides  his  works  alrea- 
dy mentioned,  and  a third,  volume  of  the  Re- 
formation, &c.  he  wrote  the  History  of  his  ow  n 
Times, — an  excellent  treatise  on  the  Pastoral 
care, — an  Exposition  of  the  .19  Articles, — and 
Sermons.  Ilis  son  Thomas  Burnet  published 
an  account  of  his  Life  annexed  to  the  History  of 
his  own  Times,  and  the  marquis  ©f  Halifax  has 
drawn  his  character  with  great  judgment  and 
impartiality.”  Lempriere. 

The  following  is  Burnet's  Character,  as 
drawn  by  the  marquis  of  Halifax.  The  copy 
born  which  this  is  printed  in  the  Bishop's  Life, 
p.  7 7,  was  taken  from  one  given  to  the  Bishop, 
JO  the  Marquis’s  own  hand-writing: 

,f  Dr.  Burnet  19  like  all  men,  who  are  above 
the  ordinary  level,  seldom  spoke  of  in  a mean, 
he  must  either  be  railed  at  or  admired  ; he  has 
a swiftness  of  imagination,  that  no  other  man 
comes  up  to ; and  as  our  nature  hardly  allows 
u*  to  have  enough  of  nny  thing,  without  having 
too  much,  he  cannot  at  all  times  so  hold  in  his 
thoughts,  but  that  at  some  lime  they  may  run 
away  with  him  ; as  it  is  bard  for  a vessel,  that 
J > brim-full,  when  in  motion,  not  to  run  over; 
and  therefore  the  variety  of  mutter,  that  he  ever 
carriiS  about  him,  may  throw  out  more,  than 
an  unkind  critic  would  allow  of.  Ills  first 
thoughts  may  sometimes  require  more  diges- 
tion, not  from  a delect  in  his  judgment,  but 
from  the  abundance  of  his  fancy,  which  fur- 
bishes too  fast  for  him.  Ilis  friends  love  him 
too  well,  to  see  small  faults  ; or  if  they  do,  think 
that  bis  greater  talents  give  him  a privilege  of 
straying  from  the  strict  rales  of  caution,  and 
exempt  him  from  the  ordinary  rules  of  censure, 
ite  produces  so  fast,  that  what  is  well  in  his 


plied,  that,  as  to  tlie  Scots  affairs,  be  was  par- 
ticularly acquainted -with  them,  and  therefoic 
he  would  venture  to  speak  with  (be  mure  as- 
surance. That  the  Scots  Kirk  being  established 

writings  calls  for  admiration,  and  wimt  is  incor- 
rect deserves  an  excuse  ; be  may  in  some  things 
require  grams  of  allowance,  which  those  ouly 
can  deny  him,  who  are  unknown  or  unjust  to 
him.  He  is  not  quicker  in  discerning  oilier 
men’s  faults,  than  he  is  in  forgiving  theta;  so 
ready,  or  rather  glad  to  acknowledge  his  omi, 
that  from  blemishes  they  become  ornaments. 
All  the  repeated  provocations  of  his  indecent 
adversaries,  have  had  no  other  effect,  than  the 
setting  his  good-nature  in  so  much  a better 
light ; since  his  anger  never  yet  weut  iarther 
than  to  pity  them.  That  hoar,  which  in  most 
other  men  raises  sharpness  and  satire,  in  tarn 
glows  into  warmth  for  his  friends,  and  compas- 
sion for  those  in  want  and  misery.  As  dull 
men  have  quick  eyes,  in  discerning  the  smaller 
faults  of  those,  that  nature  has  made  supenoi 
to  them,  they  do  not  miss  one  Llot  he  makes; 
and  being  beholden  only  to  their  barienne» 
for  their  discretion,  they  fall  upon  the  errors 
which  arise  out  of  his  abundance;  and  by  a 
mistake,  into  which  their  malice  betrays  them, 
they  think  that  by  finding  a mote  iu  his  eye, 
they  hide  the  beams  that  arc  in  their  own.  li  > 
quickness  makes  writing  so  easy  a thing  to  him, 
that  his  spirits  are  neither  wasted  nor  soured  by 
it : The  soil  is  not  forced,  every  thing  grows, 
and  brines  forth  without  pangs;  which  distin- 
guishes as  much  what  he  does,  from  that  which 
smells  of  the  lamp,  as  a good  palate  will  di»- 
cern  between  fruit  which  comes  from  a rich 
mould,  and  that  which  tastes  of  the  unclear:!/ 
pains  that  have  been  bestowed  upon  it.  He 
makes  many  enemies,  by  setting  oil  ill-natured 
example  of  living,  which  they  are  not  inclined 
to  follow.  Ilis  indifference  for  preferment,  hu 
contempt  not  only  of  splendour,  butot  all  un- 
necessary plenty,  his  degrading  himself  into 
the  lowest  and  most  painful  duties  of  his  call- 
ins  ; are  such  unprelalical  qualities,  that  Jet 
him  he  never  so  orthodox  in  other  tiring*,  m 
these  he  must  be  a dissenter.  ..Virtues  of  such 
a stamp  are  so  many  heresies,  in  the  opinion oi 
those  divines,  who  have  softened  the  primitive 
injunctions,  so  ns  to  make  them  suit  better  wn» 
the  present  frailly  of  mankind.  So  womltji 
then,  if  they  are  angry,  since  it  is  in  their  o" a 
defence,  or  that  from  a principle  of  scll-pff' 
servation  they  should  emieuvuur  to  suppress  a 
man,  whose  parts  are  a shame,  and  whose  J*1® 
is  a scandal  to  them.” 

The  follow  ring  short  view  of  Dr.  Burnet,  io 
his  domestic  life,  as  drawn  by  his  son  Thomas 
may  not  be  unacceptable  to  the  reader: 

4‘  His  time,  the  only  treasure  of  which  he 
seemed  covetous,  was  employed  in  one  regotor 
and  uniform  manner.  His  constant  health  per- 
mitted him  to  be  an  early  riser,  lie  was  selci  un 
in  bed  later  than  five  o’clock  in  the  morn"1® 
during  tho-Mimmer,  or  than  six  iu  the  winter* 
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without  a toleration,  tvas  on  unfair  allegation ; 
/or  there  needed  no  law  for  toleration,  where 
there  was  no  law  to  inhibit.  The  Episcopa- 
lians were  not  forbid  to  worship  God  their  own 

Private  meditation  took  up  the  two  first  hours 
and  the  last  half-hour  of  the  day.  His  first  and 
last  appearance  to  his  family  was,  at  the  morn- 
ing and  evening  prayers,  which  were  always 
read  by  himself,  though  his  chaplains  were  pre- 
*nr.  He  drank  his  tea  in  company  with  his 
children,  and  took  that  opportunity  of  instruct- 
ing them  in  religion;  he  went  through  the  Old 
and  New  Testament  with  them  three  times, 
giving  his  own  comment  upon  some  portion  of 
it  for  an  hour  every  morning.  When  this  was 
orer,  lie  retire d to  his  study,  where  he  seldom 
•pent  less  than  six,  often  more  than  eight  hours 
hi  a day.  The  rest  of  his  time  was  taken  up 
with  business  exercise  and  necessary  rest,  or 
bestowed  on  friendly  visits  and  chearlul  meals. 
A*  he  kept  an  open  table,  in  which  there  was 
plenty  without  luxury,  so  no  man  was  more 
pleased  with  innocent  mirth  there,  no  man  en- 
couraged it  more,  or  had  a larger  fund  of  enter- 
tainment to  contribute  towards  it.  His  equi- 
page, like  his  table,  was  decent  and  plain  ; and 
ail  his  expenccs  denoted  a temper  generous, 
but  not  profuse.  The  episcopal  palace,  when 
be  came  to  Salisbury,  was  thought  one  of  the 
•om  ; and  when  he  died,  was  one  of  the  best 
m England. 

4*  The  diameter  I have  given  his  wives,  will 
icxrct  make  it  an  addition  to  hi9,  that  he  was 
* mojt  affectionate  husband.  His  tender  rare 
of  tb<*  first,  during  a course  of  sickness,  that 
bated  for  many  years  ; and  his  fond  love  to  the 
other  tiro,  and  the  deep  concern  he  expressed 
for  their  low,  were  no  more  than  their  just  due, 
from  one  of  his  humanity,  gratitude  and  dis- 
cernment. Iiis  love  to  his  children,  perhaps 
accompanied  with  too  much  indulgence,  was 
tot  exerted  in  laying  up  for  them  a hoard  of 
wealth,  out  of  the  revenues  of  the  church,  but 
m givinttbem  a noble  education  ; though  the 
charge  of  it  was  wholly  maintained  out  of  his 
private  fortune.  At  seven  years  old,  he  enter- 
ed hi*  sons  into  .Latin,  giving  each  of  them  n 
distinct  tutor,  who  had  a salary  of  40/.  a year, 
which  was  never  lessened  on  account  of  any 
prebend  the  Bishop  gave  him.  Afrer  five  or 

yctr.-*  had  perfected  his  sons  in  the  learned 
hn*uages,he sent  them  to  the  University;  the 
ddest  a gentleman  commoner  to  Trinity  Col- 
late in  Cambridge,  ihe  oilier  two  commoners 
to  Merton  College  in  Oxford  ; where,  besides 
tbe  College  Tutor,  they  had  a private  one,  to 
•wit  them  in  their  learning,  and  to  overlook 
tbrir  behaviour.  In  the  year  1706,  ho  sent 
them  ahwhid  for  two  years  to  finish  their  studies 
at  ieyden ; from  whence  two  of  them  took  a 
tour  through  Germany,  .Switzerland  and  Italy. 
Tbe  eldest  and  youngest,  by  their  own  choice, 
WPfe  bred  to  the  law,  and  the  second  to  divi- 
nity. 

“ In  bis  friend-hips,  our  author  was  worm, 
ft*u-hc*r:ed  and  constant  : from  those  1 have 
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way,  being  only  excluded  from  livings;  ami 
that  there  were  at  that  time  fourteen  episcopal 
meeting- houses  in  Edinburgh,  us  open  as  the 
churches,  and  as  freely  resorted  to;  in  mans 

taken  the  liberty  to  mention,  the  reader  will 
perceive,  that  they  were  formed  upon  the  most 
prudent  choice,  and  I cannot  find  an  instance 
of  any  one  friend  he  eyer  lost,  but  by  death. 
It  is  a common,  perhaps  a just  observation. 
That  a hearty  friend  is  apt  to  be  as  hearty  an 
enemy  ; yet  this  rule  did  not  hold  in  our  author. 
For  though  his  station,  his  principles,  but  above 
all  his  stedfast  adherence  to  the  Hanover  suc- 
ce«sion,  raised  him  many  enemies  ; yet  he  no 
sooner  had  it  in  his  power,  to  have  taken  se- 
vere revenues  on  them,  than  he  endeavoured, 
by  the  kindest  good  offices,  to  repay  all  their 
injuries,  and  overcome  them,  by  returning  good 
for  evil.  I have  already  given  some  instances 
of  this  nature  here,  and  many  more  will  occur 
to  the  reader  in  the  history. 

“ The  Bishop  was  a kind  and  bountiful  mas- 
ter to  his  servants,  whom  he  never  changed, 
but  with  regret  and  through  necessity  : Friend- 
ly and  obliging  to  all  in  employment  under 
him,  and  peculiarly  happy  iu  the  choice  of 
them  ; especially  in  that  of  the  steward  to  the 
bishopric  and  his  courts,  William  Wastefield, 
esn.  (a  gentleman  of  a plentiful  fortune,  at  the 
time  of  bis  accepting  this  post)  and  in  that  cf 
his  domestic  steward,  Mr.  Macknay.  These 
were  both  men  of  approved  worth  and  integri- 
ty, firmly  attached  to  his  interests,  and  were 
treated  by  him,  as  they  well  deserved,  with 
friendship  and  confidence.  To  them,  I must 
appeal,  for  the  truth  of  many  frets  here  relnted, 
particularly  those  concerning  his  labours  in  bis 
diocese ; from  them  I likewise  had  an  account 
of  his  extensive  charities. 

“ This  was  indeed  a principal  article  of  his 
expence,  impossible  now*  to  fix  as  to  all  the 
particulars;  our  author  being  as  secret  as  he 
was  liberal,  in  those  charities,  which  he  distri- 
buted with  his  own  hands : Yet  the  greatest 

part  of  them  could  not  be  hid  from  the  {arsons 
who  were  entrusted  with  the  management  of 
his  affairs.  His  gifts,  for  the  augmentation  of 
small  livings,  of  iOO/.  at  a time;  his  constant 
ppnsions  to  poor  clergymen,  to  their  widows, 
to  students  for  their  education  ut  the  Universi- 
ties, and  to  industrious  families  that  were 
struggling  with  the  world  ; the  frequent  *ums 
given  by  him,  towards  the  repairs  or  budding 
of  churches  and  vicarage-houses ; his  liberal 
contribution  to  all  public  collection*!,  to  the 
support  of  chnrity-schools  (one  of  which  for 
fifty  children  at  balishurv  was  wholly  maintain- 
ed by  him),  mid  the  many  apprentices,  at  dif- 
ferent times  put  out  to  trades  ot  his  charge, 
were  rhnriiies  that  could  not  be  wholly  con- 
cealed. Nor  were  his  alms  confined  to  one  na- 
tion, sect  or  pnrtv ; .want  and  merit  in  the  ob- 
ject were  the  only  measures  of  his  liberality. 
Thus  when  Mr.  Martin  (minister  of  Compton 
(JliBinberlein)  for  refusing  to  take  the  oaths  to 
the  government,  soon  after  the  Revolution,  had 
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of  which  the  English  liturgy  w»s  used,  but  that 
in  several  of  them  the  queen  was  not  prayed 
for.  And  the  bill  for  giving  patrons  liberty  of 
conferring  their  benefices  on  clerks  episcopally 
ordained  would  have  passed  (at  least,  king  Wil- 
liam bad  allowed  it)  if  they  would  have  put  in 
a clause  to  oblige  them  to  take  the  oath  to  the 
government ; but,  upon  offering  that  clause, 
the  person,  that  solicited  it,  let  it  drop.  That, 
if  tlie  lord,  who  had  mentioned  the  Actof  Secu- 
rity, had  looked  two  years  backwards,  he  might 
have  found  another  law,  which  teemed  much 
more  to  his  purpose ; namely,  the  Act  for  con- 
firming Presbytery,  1 Anna: ; but  his  lordship 
was  a minister  of  state,  when  that  act  passed, 
and  so  perhaps  advised  it. — As  to  the  argu- 
ment ut  tlie  Uanover  family,  it  was  not  observ- 
ed, that  tlie  bishop  offered  any  thing  remark- 
able; and,  for  the  Occasional  Conformity  bill, 
he  said,  it  had  been  there  already  sufficiently 
argued, and  he  was  glad  they  were  rid  of  it: 
but,  as  to  what  a noble  prelate  had  advanced, 
he  owned,  that  the  church  would  always  be 
subject  to  the  enmity  of  profaneness  and  irreli- 
gion  : that  the  devil  would  have  lus  agents  in 
tlie  world,  be  the  government  never  so  careful ; 
but  be  hoped  he  might  say,  that  irreligion  and 
profaneness  were  not  now  at  a higher  pilch 
than  usually : that  be  hoped  quite  the  contrary, 
and  thought  the  Society  set  up  for  Heformatiou 
in  London,  and  other  cities,  had  contributed 
considerably  to  the  suppressing  of  vice.  He 
was  sure  tlie  Corporation  for  the  Propagation 
of  the  Gospel,  bad  dime  a great  deal  towards  in- 
structing men  in  religion,  by  giving  great  num- 
bers of  books  in  practical  divinity;  by  erecting 
libraries  in  country  parishes,  by  sending  over 
many  able  divines  to  the  foreign  plantations, 
erecting  libraries  there  for  their  use,  and  setting 
up  schools  to  breed  up  the  children  in  Christian 
knowledge  ; that  to  bis  knowledge  1,30 01.  bad 
been  expended  lost  year  in  books  to  these  pur- 
poses, all  collected  by  voluntary  contributions  ; 
but  in  truth  very  little  of  it  from  those  who  ap- 
peared so  wonderfully  jealous  for  tlie  church. 
That  tlie  press  was  indeed  become  very  licen- 
tious, nnd  sermons  were  preached  wherein 


forfeited  his  prebend  in  the  church  of  Sarum  ; 
the  Bishop,  out  of  his  own  income,  paid  him 
(he  yearly  value  of  it  during  his  life.  His  usual 
allowance  for  charity  was  500 1.  a year,  which 
he  often  exceeded  ; particularly  in  the  two 
years  that  he  was  preceptor  to  tlie  duke  of 
Gloucester,  in  which  time  this  article  amounted 
to  3,100/.  In  a word,  no  object  of  Christian 
compassion  ever  came  within  his  knowledge, 
without  receiving  a proportionable  relief.  He 
looked  upon  himself,  with  regard  to  his  eoisco- 

Sal  revenue,  as  a mere  trustee  lor  the  church, 
ouod  to  expend  the  whole,  in  the  maintenance 
of  a decent  figure  suitable  to  bis  station,  in 
hospitality,  and  in  acts  of  charity.  And  he 
had  so  faithfully  balanced  this  account,  that  at 
his  death  no  more  of  tlie  income  of  bis  bi- 
shopric remained  to  his  family,  than  what  was 
barely  sufficient  fer  the  payment  of  his  debts.” 


very  strange  expretsiouf  were  published.  That 
he  would  read  some  of  them  to  their  lordships, 
and  (hen  pulling  out  Tilly's  and  Madder’s  Jser- 
muus,  be  read  some  paragraphs:  ihevepmid  be, 
were  what  were  preached  at  Oxford,  and  these 
are  the  men  picked  out  for  public  occasions  « 
i must  remark  that  both  these  gentlemen  are 
of  a House  where  a noble  peer  makes  Ins  resi- 
dence, when  he  honours  tliat  University  with 
his  presence. 

Then  the  Archbishop  of  Fork  (Dr.  Sharp)  * 
stood  up  and  said,  He  apprehended  danger 


* “ The  pious  and  learned  Dr.  Sharp,  arch- 
bishop of  York,  was  a native  of  Bradford  in 
Yorkshire,  and  educated  at  Christ's  College, 
Cambridge,  where  he  made  very  considerable 
progress  in  literature;  but  more  attached  to 
botany  and  chymistry  than  the  mathematics,  he 
chiefly  studied  those  branches  of  science.  A 
tedious  ague  rendered  him  hypochondriac  ; but 
recovering,  lie  was  appointed  domestic  chaplain 
and  tutor  to  four  suns  of  sir  Hear  age  Finch, 
attorney-general,  which  led  to  bis  future  pro- 
motion. bir  Heueage  obtained  tlie  hie  best  of- 
fice in  the  law,  and  ns  lord  chancellor,  recom- 
mended bis  friend  Sharp  to  Clutnes  3,  and 
prucured  for  him  the  arclideaconry  of  Berk- 
shire; to  that  office  his  pat'  nn  added  n pre- 
bendal  stall  at  Norwich,  end  die  rectory  of  St. 
Bartholomew,  near  the  Exchange,  London. 
The  profits  of  thosr  enabling  bun  to  mairyr,  he 
left  the  chancellor's  bouse,  where  lie  had  lesided 
five  years;  and  the  rectory  of  St.  Giles’s  in  tlie 
Fields  becoming  vacant  soon  after,  (wliere  he 
had  been  curate  to  the  deceased  rector,)  it  was 
given  tu  him.  I)r  Sharp  etiioyed  the  friendship 
of  the  most  eminent  divines,  but  that  of  Dr. 
Tillotsou  was  procured  by  one  of  those  singular 
circumstances  which  often  rnaik  the  hves  of 
eminent  men.  His  father  was  a dry  sailer,  as 
was  Mr.  Joshua  Tilioison,  uncle  of  the  Inner: 
they  dealt  together.  The  son  and  nephew  had 
only  to  know,  to  esteem  each  other.  The  lee* 
turcslnp  of  St.  Lawrence  was  given  t->  Sharp, 
mid  he  received  his  doctor’s  digree;  this  was 
followed  by  the  accession  of  tne  deanery  of 
Norwich.  Before  the  death  of  Charles  2,  to 
whom  he  had  been  chaplain,  he  wrote  tlie  ad- 
dress of  that  city  and  grand  jury ; and  at- 
tended the  coronation  uf  James  2,  which  mo- 
narch he  soon  offeud.  d by  lie.  refutation  of  tlie 
idle  pretensions  of  the  Church  uf  Home  to  he 
the  only  visible  Catholic  oue.  Bishop  Comp- 
ton, liis  diocesan,  was  ordered  to  suspend  him, 
and  was  himself  suspend,  d for  refusing  so  to  do. 
Dr.  Sharp  read  his  notes  tu  Clianc«-lloi  Jeffe- 
ries, who  endeavoured  lo  serein  nun;  hut  it 
was  judged  proper  be  should  retire,  and  nnt 
preach  until  leave  was  given.  Uc  modestly 
acquiesced,  and  removed  to  Norwich,  amusing 
himself  the  re  with  forming  a colhctionof  coins, 
chiefly  British,  Anglo-Saxon,  nr  Engli-b.  Re- 
called, lie  returned  with  joy,  but  refused  to 
obey  the  ecclesiastical  commissioners.  After 
the  arm  at  of  William  S,  he  was  appointed  tu 
preach  before  him,  was  named  one  of  the  re- 
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tm  Ike  mcrca.se  of  dissenters,  and  particu- 
Isrlj  from  ihe  many  academics  set  up  by  them, 
and  noted, -that  the  judges  might  be  consulted 
what  fcnn  were  in  force  ngaiust  such  semina- 
ries, and  by  wlau  means  they  might  be  sup- 
jnesitf. 

Tie  Lord  Wharton  * spoke  neat,  and  moved, 
Hutibe judges  might  be  consulted  about  the 


means  of  suppressing  schools  and  seminaries 
held  by  nonjurors,  in  one  of  winch  a noble 
Lord  of  that  House  had  both  his  sons  edu- 
cated : 

Upon  which  the  Archbishop  slood  up  again 
and  said.  He  supposed  he  was  the  person 
meaut,  and  therefore  lie  must  oxplain  that 
matter.  He  said  his  two  sons  were  taught  by 


risers  of  the  liturgy,  and  offered  the  vacant 
«nrr  of  one  of  the  deprived  prelates,  but  this 
h aobly  refused.  Dr.  Tillotson  at  lengih  pro- 
posed, and  toe  king  acceded  to  his  wish,  that 
Dr  Slurp  should  succeed  Dr.  Lamplugh  in  the 
aesfYori;  and  that  prelate  dying  July  5, 
>691,  lr  sas  consecrated  and  appointed.  It 
is  a remarkable  circumstance,  that  neither 
•ithe  above  primates  should  previously  have 
i-«  a bishop  Queen  Ann  made  him  lord 
ths'cer,  a privy  counsellor,  and  a commissioner 
far  toe  U'  am.  He  presided  at  York  for  more 
dun  iwenty  years,  equally  admired  and  be- 
loed.  piety  and  virtue  senned  matured  in 
him;  every  thing  like  malice,  envy,  and  de- 
means, were  ar-solutely  unknown  to  him. 
i *ta»ce  and  ease  char  ictei  rzerl  all  his  mo- 
tions. He  died  at  Bath,  February  1713-14, 
wiUioaiau  enemy.  York  received  Ins  highly 
respected  remains.  By  Elizabeth,  youngest 
itioi'htrr  of  William  Palmer,  of  Winthorp  in 
l.i»colnst,ire,  esq.  be  left  a family  who  justly 
ibierl  in  so  good  a parent.  His  Sermons,  in 
srvtrsl  volumes,  have  Keen  collected  and  pub- 
lished.” Nohle’s  Continuation  of  Granger, 74. 

‘“Thomas  marquis  of  Wharton  was  sou 
of  Philip  lord  Wharton,  imprisoned  by  Charles 
1,  during  whose  life  lie  sat  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  with  his  relation,  Mr.  Hampden, 
(son  «f  the  patriot,)  as  representative  for  Buck- 
'“fhainshire.  “ A presbyterian  in  politics,  he 
*•*  so  aibeist  in  religion.*’  William,  who 
found  him  at  the  head  of  a party  in  the  House 
of  C"mnmns,  and  the  avowed  enemy  of  the 
Stoart-,  (ave  him  the  office  of  comptroller  of 
ll*  hoo-hold,  made  him  a privy  counsellor,  and 
ebud  jinnee  in  Eyre,  south  of  Trent;  bnt  being 
(Wrested  to  raise  hiiu  to  the  premiership,  he 
•l*ari  firmly  refused.  The  same  kolduess  dis- 
hnpibifd  him  in  the  H iuse  of  Peers,  after  his 
iither's  death,  which  had  marked  his  conduct 
!Mbe  lower  House.  On  the  queen's  acces- 
uon  be  was  dismissed,  but  she  afterward-  named 
“®  a commissioner  for  the  Union  ; created 
Ufliesrl  Ilf  Wharton,  in  1706,  and  viscount 
" mcfienden,  in  the  county  of  Buckingham; 
•nd,  in  1708,  appointed  Inin  Lord  Lieutenant 
utlrdand;  but  recalled  him  in  1710.  It  was 
I*  abo  moved  for  an  address  to  the  quern,  to 
her  influence  to  espel  the  son  of  James  9, 
bum  the  court  of  Lorrain ; and  to  prevent  bis 
'f'dence  in  the  dominions  of  any  of  her  allies, 
*®i  "b»ch  she  reluctantly  complied.  George 
‘•  made  him  lord  privy  seal,  named  him  one 
*'■*  pnvy  counci',  and  created  him  marquis 
°f* barton  and  Malmsbury  in  England;  and 
“ajqim  of  Catherloogh,  earl  of  Rathfarnliam 
and  baron  Trim,  in  Ireland.  He  died  April 


12,  1715,  aged  66.  Never  were  excellent 
abilities  more  abused  than  by  this  peer.  Ha 
did  not  attempt  to  disguise  but  even  gloried  in 
vice.  He  defied  its  effects,  either  as  to  bis  in- 
terest, or  to  his  constitution;  oaths,  falsities, 
and  profaneness  of  every  kind  were  familiar 
to  hiui.  He  exceeded  the  profligacy  of  the 
youngest  men ; yet,  nt  an  advanced  age  he  had 
the  appearance  of  one.  His  avarice  kept  pace 
with  his  profligacy:  he  was  venal  to  excess. 
No  impression  could  be  made  upon  him;  he 
behaved  with  the  same  familiarity  to  the  man 
whom  he  injured,  as  to  one  who  expected  bis 
patronage.  To  majesty,  though  he  owed  so 
much  to  his  sovereigns,  he  acted  as  if  he  had 
been  opposing  his  relation,  the  nsorper,  Crom- 
well. lu  fine,  the  strength  of  bis  constitution, 
the  vigour  of  his  mind,  his  great  wealth,  and 
his  high  honours, were  made  subservient  to  very 
unworthy  purposes.  By  his  first  marriage  with 
Ann,  daughter  and  co-heir  of  sir  Henry  Lee,  of 
Ditchley,  in  Oxfordshire,  hart,  he  had  no  child ; 
but  by  Lucy,  daughter  and  heir  of  Adam 
Loftus,  baron  Loftus,  he  had  Philip,  created 
duke  nf  Wharton,  so  lamed  lor  his  eccentrici- 
ties; and  two  daughters,  Jane  and  Lucy. 
Mnckay  describes  ' the  morqnis  of  Wharton  as 
■ one  of  the  completest  gentlemen  in  England  v 
* of  u very  clear  understanding  and  manly  ex- 
1 pression,  with  abundance  of  wit;  brave  in  bit 
‘ person,  much  of  a libertine,  of  a middle  sta- 
4 tute,  and  fuir  complexion.’ " Noble’s  Con- 
tinuation of  Granger,  40. 

“ Ue  was  a complete  statesman,  a principal 
promoter  of  the  Aevolution : zealous  for  the 
Hanover  settlement ; of  great  sagacity,  elocu- 
tion and  spirit.”  Bolton’s  Extinct  Peerage, 
p.  302. 

“ A Poem  to  the  marquis’s  memory  was  print- 
ed in  Dodsley’s  Collection,  vol.  5,  and  comains, 
among  many  other  encomiums,  the  following 
tribute  to  his  patriotism : 

“ Not  bribes  nor  threatnings  could  bis  zeal  abate 
To  serve  bis  country,  and  avert  her  fate. 

Firm  to  her  laws  and  liberties  he  stood. 

Submitting  private  views  to  public  good.  , 

Who  could  obsequious  with  the  current  swim, 
Whigs  might  be  called,  but  Tories  wore  to  him  ; 
Parties  or  persons  he  no  longer  knew 
When  swerving  once,  from  honest,  just  and  tree. 
Oft  has  be  eteimn’d  the  rage  of  impious  times. 
When  patriot  virtues  hove  the  brand  of  Crimea, 

To  check  proud  tyrants  born,  and  factions  awe. 

But  most  devoted  to  good  kings  and  law.” 

“Lord  Shaftesbury  drew  a less  partial  estimate 
of  the  marquis  in  1709,  when  writing  io  Mr. 
Moleswortb.  “ Your  character  of  lord  Whar- 
ton is  very  generous : I am  very  glad  to  hear  to 
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Mr.  Ellis,  a sober,  virtuous  man,  and  a man  j 
of  letters,  an«l  who  had  qualified  himself  ac-  | 
cording  to  law  when  they  were  sent  to  him  ; i 
but  when  the  Abjuration-Oath  was  enjoined, 
that,  it  seems,  ho  refused  it,  which  as  soon  as 
he  was  apprized  of,  he  took  his  sons  from  him.  , 
The  Lord  Wharton  having  made  a reply  to  j 
this,  went  on,  and  said,  That  although  he  had  | 
been  born  and  bred  a Dissenter,  yet  he  soon  ; 
conformed  to  the  church,  when  he  grew  up,  | 
and  became  acquainted  with  its  doctrine  and  j 
discipline ; that  he  was  now  firmly  resolved,  j 
by  God’s  blessing,  always  to  continue  in  that 
church,and  would  go  as  far  in  defending  it  as  any  j 
mail:  Wherefore  if  he  were  now  sensible  that 
it  was  in  any  danger,  he  would  be  heartily  , 
ready  in  providing  remedies  against  it;  but 
that,  after  all  the  cry  and  expectations  they 
were  screwed  up  to,  upon  hearing  wherein  those  | 
dangers  consisted,  it  appeared  just  ns  lie  ex- 
pected, namely,  that  it  was  only  repeating  The 
Memorial,  which  pamphlet  he  had  carefully  , 
read  over,  hut  could  learn  nothing  from  it,  ex- 
cept that  the  d of  B , the  e i 

of  H ; , the  carl  of  N ,*  were  I 

out  of  place.  Wliat  these  B’s,  R’s,  and  N’s 
mcaut  he  could  not  tell;  perhaps  there  might  ■ 
be  some  chanu  in  them  for  the  church’s  sccu- 
rn y : But  if  chose  letters  meant  some  noble  I 
peers  tliere  present,  he  remembered  very  well,  j 
that  some  of  them  sat  in  the  High-cotninissioned 
Court,  and  then  made  no  complaiuts  of  the 
church’s  danger  ; but  now  that  we  had  a queen, 
who  whs  herself  a real  lover  of  the  church,  and  : 
had  given  such  encouragement  and  bountiful 
tokens  of  her  affection  for  it,  we  must  he  i 
amused  with  the  Church's  Danger:  But  he  con-  j 
eluded  with  being  of  opinion,  that  the  church 
was  in  no  danger. 

The  Bishop  of  Ely  (D r.  Patrick),!  stood  up, 
and  moved,  That  the  Judges  also  might  be  con-  I 
stilted  what  power  the  queen  hud  in  visiting  the 

well  of  him.  If  ever  I expected  any  public 
good  where  virtue  was  wholly  sunk,  it  was  in 
his  character : the  most  mysterious  of  any,  in  j 
my  account,  for  this  reason.  But  I have  seen 
many  proofs  of  this  monstrous  compound  in  j 
him,  of  the  very  best  and  worst.”  Sec  lord  ' 
Orford’s  Noble  Authors,  Park's  edition,  vol.  4,  ! 
}».  <36. 

* Buckingham,  Rochester,  Nottingham. 

t 11  Simon  Patrick,  a learned  prelate,  son  of 
a mercer  at  Gainsborough,  Lincolnshire,  where 
lie  was  born  8th  of  Sep.  1726.  He  was  educated  j 
at  Queen’s  college,  Cambridge,  of  which  he  i 
becatnc  fellow,  and  of  which  in  1661,  he  was 
elected  master,  against  Sparrow,  appointed  by  j 
royal  mandamus.  His  opponent,  suppoitcd  by  ! 
power,  prevailed,  whilst  he  himself  retired  I 
from  Cambridge,  and  became  rector  of  St.  j 
Paul’s  Corent  Garden,  where  he  continued  an  | 
active  parish  priest  during  the  whole  of  (he  I 
plague.  He  took  his  degree  of  D.  D.  as  a j 
member  of  Christ-church  college,  Oxford,  1666,  j 
and  was  made  chaplain  to  the  king.  In  1672 
he  was  made  prebendary  of  Westminster,  and  ' 
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Universities,  complaining  of  the  heat  and  pas- 
sion of  the  gentlemen  there;  which  they  in- 
culcated into  their  pupils,  who  brought  the 
same  fury  with  them  to  the  parishes,  when  they 
came  abroad,  to  the  great  disturbance  of  putt- 
lie  charity;  that  at  the  election  at  Cambridge 
it  was  shameful  to  see  a hundred  or  more  you  114 
students,  encouraged  in  hollowing  like  school- 
boys and  porters,  and  crying,  No  Fanatic,  No 
Occasional  Conformity,  against  two  worthy 
gentlemen  that  stood  candidates.  Then  he 
complained  of  the  undutifulness  of  the  clergy 
to  their  bishops,  and  the  difficulty  they  had  tu 
govern  them  regularly. 

The  Bishop  of  Litchfield  and  Coventry  (Dr. 
Hough),*  made  the  same  complaint.  He  spoke 

in  1670  dean  of  Peterborough.  During  tl»e 
reign  of  James  2,  he  shewed  himself  an  active 
advocate  for.  the  protesting  cause,  and  though 
Haltered  and  courted  by  the  king,  was  stead v 
and  sincere  in  his  principles.  At  the  Revolution 
his  abilities  were  employed  in  settling  the  af- 
fairs of  the  church,  and  in  reviewing  the  liturgy. 
In  1689  he  was  made  bishop  of  Chichester,  two 
years  ufter  translated  to  Ely,  where  he  died 
B 1st  of  May,  1707,  aged  80.  This  worthy 
prelate,  so  highly  commended  by  Burnet,  wrote 
Sermons — Tracts  against  Popery — Commenta- 
ries on  the  Scriptures,  3 vols.  folio,  which  with 
Lowth  on  the  prophets,  Arnold  ou  the  apocry- 
pha, and  \\  hit  by  on  the  new  testament,  contain 
a regularly  coutiuued  commentary  on  the  biblc.* 
Lempriere. 

* *‘  John  Hough,  bishop  of  Worcester,  15 
celebrated  for  his  opposition  when  president  of 
Magdalen  college,  Oxford,  to  the  arbitrary  pro- 
ceedings of  James 2.  He  was  born  in  Middle- 
sex 16 j0,  and  after  receiving  his  education  at 
Birmingham,  entered  at  Magdalen  college, 
1669,  where  he  became  fellow.  At  the  Break- 
ing of  the  Popish  Plot,  he  was  improperly  sus- 
pected, and  Ins  papers  were  examined,  but  Ls 
did  not  lose  his  popularity,  and  he  attended  his 
atron  the  duke  of  Ormond  to  Ireland,  and  ?.t 
is  return  1685,  he  obtained  a prebend  a: 
Worcester.  In  1687  he  was  elected  president 
of  his  college  by  the  fellows,  who  thus  rejecter  I 
the  arbitrary  mandamus  of  Jauits  in  favour  of 
Anthony  Farmer,  but  he  was  soon  after  ex- 
pelled by  the  king’s  commissioners,  and  Parke* 
bishop  of  Oxford  placed  in  his  room.  Du  rim; 
this  struggle  with  a court  and  with  a popi>i . 
party,  Hough  behaved  with  great  spirit  but  be 
coming  moderation  and  dignity,  and  at  the  ap- 
proach of  William  of  Orange,  the  college  «a‘ 
restored  to  its  right*,  and  the  preside nt  to  I*ii 
other.  In  1690  Wiliiaui  nominated  this  faith- 
ful champion  of  protest  autism  to  tlu;  see  ol ’ 
Oxford,  and  in  1699  lie  was  translated  to 
Litchfield.  On  Tenisou's  death  be  through  mo- 
desty declined  the  primacy,  hut  two  year* 
after,  1717,  accepted  the  see  of  Worcester, 
where  he  continued  upwards  of  26  years.  He 
was  a liberal  benefactor,  and  repaired  with  be- 
coming magnificence  the  palaces  of  the  secs  to 
which  uc  was  promoted,  at  the  cxpence,  it  is 
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*>»  the  opprobioes  names  the  clergy  gave  their 
bishops,  and  ibe  calumnies  they  laid  on  them, 
as  if  they  were  in  a plot  to  destroy  the  clmrcli, 
and  had  compounded  to  he  the  last  of  iheir 
order,  and  when  the  pint  was  ripe,  to  resign  their 
bishoprics,  and  accept  a pension  for  life.  He 
.Hedged,  that  the  church  was  as  well  governed  as 
it  had  at  any  time  been  ; challenged  any  body 
to  charge  the  bislmpswith  any  omission  of  their 
doty,  or  any  action  wherein  they  strained  or 
injured  any  body.  Then  he  spoke  of  the  ho- 
nour be  had  to  suftirr  in  a good  cause,  and 
thought  that  might  have  protected  his  reputa- 
tion from  the  calumny  of  being  an  enemy  to  the 
church. 

The  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells  (Dr.  Hooper),* 

said,  of  no  less  than  7,000/.  This  worthy,  and 
'•enerable,  prelate  died  8th  March  1743,  in 
Ins  93d  year,  and  the  53d  of  his  episcopate." 
Lempnere. 

“ This  intrepid  ami  excellent  prelate  thus 
addressed  the  commissioners  whom  king  James 
the  second  sent  to  Magdalen  college,  Oson,  to 
impose  a catholic  fellow  upon  that  learned  and 
venerable  society  : * My  lords,  you  say  your 

* commission  gives  you  authority  to  change  and 

* alter  our  statutes,  and  to  make  new  ones,  as 
' you  think  fit  : now,  my  lords,  we  have  taken 
‘ an  oath,  not  only  to  observe  our  statutes  (lny- 

* ing  his  hand  upon  the  bonk  of  the  statutes  of 
‘ the  coll-  ge),  but  to  admit  of  no  new  ones,  or 
1 alterations  in  these.  This  must  t>e  my  be- 
‘ haviour  here  : I must  admit  of  no  alteration 
‘ from  them,  and  bj  the  grace  of  God  I never 

* will.'  The  bishop  was  os  amiable  and  ex- 
cellent in  private  ns  lie  was  upright  and  spirited 
in  public  hie:  liis  servant  having  one  day  let 
tall  a very  fine  barometer  belonging  to  him, 
which  he  had  caused  to  be  brought  into  liis 
drawing-rnom  to  shew  to  his  company,  the 
glass  broke  and  the  quicksilver  flew  about  the 
floor  ; the  bishop,  turning  round  to  his  guests, 
said  with  a smile,  • I protest  I never  saw  the 
1 quicksilver  so  low  in  all  my  life.'”  Seward's 
Anecdotes, vol.  2,  p.  380. 

* “ George  Hooper  was  born  at  Grimley, 
Worcestershire,  about  1610,  anil  educated  at 
Westminster  school,  from  whence  he  went  to 
Cbrtst-charch  as  student,  1656.  Highly  dis- 
tinguished as  a scholar,  he,  in  1672.  was  made 
<*hapla:tt  to  Morlcy.  bishop  of  Winchester,  and 
soon  after  to  Sheldon,  the  primate,  who  gave 
him  the  rectory  of  Lambeth,  aud  the  precentor- 
ship  of  Exeter.  In  1677  he  became  D.  D.  and 
ihc  same  year  was  made  almoner  to  the  princess 
of  Orange,  whom  he  attended  in  Holland.  He 
refused  in  1680  llie  divinity  professorship  at 
Oxford,  and  in  1691  was  made  dean  of  Canter- 
bury. In  1701  lie  was  offered  the  primacy  of 
Ireland  by  lord  Rochester,  the  viceroy;  and 
soon  after  Anne's  accession,  he  was  nominated 
bishop  of  St.  Asaph,  and  half  a year  after,  re- 
moved to  Bath  and  Weils,  where  he  continued 
to  preside  lor  84  years.  He  died  at  Barkley, 
Somersetshire,  1787,  and  was  buried  in  the 
cathedral  of  Wells.  Betides  three  sermons,  be 

TOU  V|, 


also  spoke,  and  complained  of  the  terms  of  the 
High-church  and  the  Low-church ; that  it  was 
an  invidious  distinction,  tending  to  set  us  at 
enmity, that  by  high  church  people  were  made  to 
beltevea  man  inclined  to  popery,  or,  at  least,  one 
that  endeavoured  to  carry  church-power  beyond 
our  constitution,  which  hr  thought  was  great  in- 
j ustice,  the  gentlemen  that  bore  that  character 
meaning  nothing  more,  than  to  keep  up  the  just 
dignity  and  discipline  of  the  church.  Neither 
did  he  believe,  that  the  others  called  low- 
church,  had  any  designs  of  lowering  or  levelling 
it  with  Presbytery,  as  was  on  the  oilier  hand 
maliciously  suggested. 

The  Duke  of  Leeds * stood  up, and  said,  he  ap- 
prehended the  church  was  in  danger.and  could 


published  various  tracts  on  theological  and 
other  subjects, — a Latin  tract  on  divorce — an 
Inquiry  into  the  state  of  the  ancient  measures, 
the  Attic,  Roman,  and  especially  the  Jewish, 
with  an  appendix  concerning  bur  old  English 
money  and  measures  of  content,  1721.  A 
beautiful  edition  of  his  works  appeared  at  Ox- 
ford in  1737,  folio.”  Lempriere. 

• “ Thomas  Osborne,  first  duke  of  Leeds, 
was  great  grandson  to  Edward  Osborne,  who 
in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  8th  was  put  appren- 
tice to  sir  William  iiewet,  a merchant  of  consi- 
derable eniineuce,  then  residing  on  London 
bridge.  It  happened  that  his  master's  only 
daughter  fell  from  the  arms  of  her  maid  into 
the  T hames,  and  must  inevitably  have  perished, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  heroism  of  young  Os- 
borne, who  plunged  into  the  river  and  brought 
her  safe  to  shore.  As  a recompence  for  this 
act  of  magnanimity,  sir  William  bestowed  on 
the  courageous  youth  his  daughter  and  his  for- 
tune ; which  procured  him  the  civic  honours 
of  sheriff  in  1575,  and  lord  mayor  in  1588  ; 
when  he  was  knighted  at  Westminster.  He 
served  in  parliament  for  llie  city  of  London  in 
1585,  and  died  in  1591.  This  anecdote,  though 
irregular  in  point  of  time,  cun  hardly  be 
thought  irrelevant  to  the  present  publication  ; 
since  it  forms  the  basis  of  a column  to  what 
Mr.  Burke  has  happily  termed  * the  Corinthian 
‘ capital  of  polished  society.’ 

“ Sir  T homas  Osborne,  from  adhering  to  the 
royal  interest,  and  co-operating  with  others  to 
restore  Charles  the  second,  was  by  that  king 
made  treasurer  of  the  navy  1671,  lord  high  trea- 
surer of  England  1673,  Irarott  of  Kiveton  and 
viscount  Latimer  1673,  viscount  Dumhlain  and 
earl  of  Danby  1674,  and  a knight  of  the  garter 
1677.  On  the  accession  of  king  William  the 
third  he  was  constituted  president  of  the  coun- 
cil, and  lord  heutenant  of  the  West-ridiog  of 
Yorkshire.  In  1689  he  was  advanced  to  the 
title  of  marquis  of  Carmarthen  ; and  in  1694 
was  created  duke  of  Leeds.  In  1695  lie  was 
impeached  by  the  House  of  Commons  for  re- 
ceiving money  for  promoting  the  charters  of  the 
East  India  Company  ; hut  the  parliament  be- 
ing prorogued  by  king  William,  a few  days  af- 
terward, there  was  no  prosecution  carried  on 
against  him.  la  the  reign  of  queen  Anne  ha 
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not  be  safe  without  the  act  against  Occasional 
Conformity,  and  that  the  queen  had,  in  dis- 
course with  him,  declared  herself  of  that 
opinion. 

The  Lord  Somers*  recapitulated  all  the  argu- 
ments on  both  side#,  added  his  own  judgment, 

distinguished  himself  at  the  trial  of  Dr.  Sacbe- 
verell ; apd  on  that  occasion,  spoke  with  great 
freedom  concerning  the  Revolution,  which  he 
had  signally  assisted  in  bringing  about.  He 
died  in  IT  12,  at  the  age  of  eighty/'  Lord  Or- 
ford’s  Noble  Authors,  Park’s  edit.  vol.  4,  p.  46. 

• To  the  short  account  of  lord  Somers, 
which  wilt  be  found  in  vol.  5,  p.  42,  it  may  not 
be  unacceptable  to  the  reader  to  add  the  cha 
racter  of  this  great  man,  as  drawn  by  Mr.  Ad- 
dison and  also  by  Dr.  Swift  : 

Prude sse  quam  Contpici.  Lord  Somers's  motto. 

" U»«  ful gather  than  conspicuous.’* 

“ It  often  happens,  that  extirpating  the 
love  of  glory,  which  is  observed  to  take  the 
deepest  root  in  noble  minds,  tears  up  several 
virtues  with  it,  and  that  suppressing  the  desire 
of  fame  is  apt  to  reduce  men  to  a state  of  in- 
dolence and  supineness.  But  when,  without 
any  incentive  of  vanity,  a person  of  great  abi- 
lities is  zealous  for  the  good  of  mankind  ; and 
as  solicitous  lor  the  concealment,  as  the  per- 
formance of  illustrious  actions:  we  may  be 
sure,  that  he  lias  something  more  than  ordi- 
nary in  his  composition,  mid  bus  a heart  filled 
with  goodness  and  magnanimity. 

“ There  is  not  perhaps,  in  all  history,  a 
greater  instance  of  this  temper  of  mind,  than 
what  appeared  in  that  excellent  person,  whose 
motto  1 have  placed  at  the  head  of  this  paper. 
He  had  worn  him-elf  out  in  his  application  to 
such  studies  as  made  him  useful  or  ornamental 
to  i he  world,  in  concertiog  schemes  for  the 
welfare  of  his  count  y,  and  in  prosecuting 
such  measure-  as  were  necessary  fur  making 
those  schemes  effectual  : but  all  this  was  done 
with  a view  to  the  public  good  that  should 
rise  out  of  these  gener  ms  endeavours,  and  not 
to  the  fame  which  should  accrue  to  himself. 
Let  the  reputaliou  of  the  action  fall  where  it 
would  ; so  his  country  reaped  the  benefit:  of 
it,  he  was  satisfied.  As  this  turn  of  mind 
threw  off  in  a great  measure  the  oppositions 
of  envy  and  competition,  it  enabled  him  to 
gain  tiie  most  vain  and  impracticable  into  his 
designs,  and  to  bring  about  several  great 
er  *«ts  tor  the  solely  and  advantage  of  the 
ni die.  which  must  have  died  m their  birth, 
ad  hr  been  as  desirous  of  appearing  beneficial 
to  mankind,  as  of  being  so. 

M As  he  was  admitted  into  the  secret  and 
most  retirrd  thoughts  and  counsels  of  his  royal 
master  king  William,  u great  share  in  the 
plan  of  tin*  Protest -nit  snrccs- ion  is  universally 
ascribed  to  him.  And  if  he  did  not  entirely 
project  th*-  Union  of  the  two  kingdoms,  and 
thi  bill  of  R-  gency,  which  seem  to  have  been 
ei  i only  methods  in  human  policy  for  secur- 
sag  to  us  so  inestimable  a blessing,  there  is 
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and  ended  with  a declaration,  that  the  notion 
was  happy  under  a most  wise  and  just  ad- 
ministration, wherein  the  public  money  wao 
justly  applied,  the  treasury  kept  in  a most  re- 
gular method,  and  thereby  the  public  credit  in 
the  highest  esteem,  the  armies  and  fleets  were 

none  who  will  deny  him  to  hate  been  the 
chief  conductor  in  both  these  glorious  works. 
For  posterity  are  obliged  to  allow  him  that 
praise  after  his  death,  which  lie  industriously 
declined  while  he  was  living.  His  life-  indeed 
seems  to  hove  been  prolonged  beyond  its  na- 
tural term,  under  those  indispositions  which 
hung  upon  the  latter  part  of  it,  that  he  might 
have  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  the  happy  set- 
tlement take  place,  which  he  liad  proposed  to 
himself  as  the  principal  end  of  all  his  public 
labours.  Nor  was  it  a small  addition  to  his 
happiness,  that  by  this  means  he  saw  those 
who  had  been  always  his  most  intimate 
friends,  and  who  had  concerted  with  him 
such  measures  for  the  guaranty  of  the  Pro- 
testant succession,  ns  drew  upon  them  the  dis- 
pleasure of  men  who  were  averse  to  it,  ad- 
vanced to  the  highest  posts  of  trust  and  honour 
under  his  present  majesty.  I believe  there 
are  none  of  these  patriots,  who  will  dunk  it  a 
derogation  from  their  merit  to  have  it  said, 
that  tliey  received  many  lights  and  advantages 
from  their  intimacy  with  my  lord  Somers  : who 
had  such  a general  knowledge  of  affairs,  and  so 
tender  a concern  for  Ins  friends,  that,  what- 
ever station  they  were  in,  they  usually  applied 
to  him  for  his  advice  in  every  perplexity  of 
business,  and  iu  affairs  of  the  greatest  diffi- 
culty. 

“ His  life  was,  in  every  part  of  it,  vet  off  with 
that  graceful  modesty  and  reserve,  which  made 
his  virtue  s mure  beautilul,  the  mure  they  were 
cost  in  such  agreeable  shades. 

“ His  religion  was  sincere,  not  ostentatious; 
and  such  a*  inspired  him  with  an  universal  be- 
nevolence towards  all  his  fellow  subjects,  not 
with  bitterness  against 'any  part  of  them.  He 
shew*  d his  tirm  adherence  to  it  ns  modelled  by 
our  national  consiitution,  and  was  constant  to 
its  off ces  of  devotion,  both  in  public  and  in 
nis  family.  He  appeared  a champion  for  it 
with  great  reputation  in  the  cause  of  the  seven 
bishops,  at  a time  when  the  Church  was  really 
in  danger  To  which  we  may  add,  that  he 
held  a strict  friendship  and  correspondence 
wnh  the  great  archbishop  Tillotson,  hung  acted 
by  the  simp  spirit  of  c:tnd<>ur  and  moderation; 
and  moved  rather  with  pity  than  indignation 
tow  ards  the  persons  of  those,  who  differed  from 
him  in  the  unessential  parts  of  Christianity. 

“ His  great  humanity  appeared  in  'he  mi- 
nutest circumstances  of  Ins  conversation.  You 
found  it  m the  benevolence  of  his  aspt  ct,  the 
complacency  of  Ins  behaviour,  and  the  tone  of 
his  voice,  llis  great  application  »o  tne  severer 
studies  of  tlie  law  had  not  infected  his  temper 
with  any  thing  positive  or  litigious.  He  did 
not  know  what  it  was  to  wrangle  on  indifferent 
points,  to  triumph  in  the  superiority  of  his  uu- 
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supplied,  and  the  success  of  her  majesty’s  arms 
fwe  the  nation  greater  honour  and  reputation, 

derstindinp,  or  to  be  supercilious  on  the  side 
eftrath.  He  joined  the  greatest  delicacy  of 
good  breeding  to  the  greatest  strength  of  rea- 
»on.  By  approving  the  sentiments  of  a per* 
son,  with  whom  he  conversed,  in  such  par- 
ticulars as  were  just,  he  won  him  over  from 
those  points  in  which  he  was  mistaken  ; and 
hid  so  agreeable  a way  of  conveying  know- 
ledge, that  whoever  conferred  with  him  grew 
the  wiser,  without  perceiving  that  he  had  been 
infracted.  We  may  probably  ascribe  to  this 
masterly  and  eugaging  manner  of  conversation, 
the  great  esteem  which  he  had  gained  with  the 
late  queen,  while  she  pursued  those  measures 
which  bad  carried  the  British  nation  to  tlie 
highest  pitch  of  glory  ; notwithstanding  she 
hnd  entertained  many  unreasonable  prejudices 
against  him,  before  she  was  acquainted  with 
hu  personal  worth  and  behaviour. 

“ As  in  his  political  capacity  we  have  be- 
fore seen  how  much  he  contributed  to  the 
establishment  of  the  Protestant  interest,  and 
the  good  of  his  native  country,  he  was  always 
troe  to  these  great  ends.  His  character  was 
uniform  and  consistent  w ith  itself,  and  his  w hole 
conduct  of  a piece.  His  principles  were  found- 
ed in  reason,  and  supported  by  virtue ; and 
uxrrfofe  did  not  he  nt  the  mercy  of  ambition, 
avarice,  or  resentment.  11  is  notions  were  no 
Ins  steady  and  unshaken,  than  just  and  up- 
tight Iii  a word,  he  concluded  his  course 
among  the  same  well-chosen  friendships  and 
alliances,  with  which  he  began  it. 

“ Tins  great  man  was  not  more  conspicuous 
as  a patriot  and  a statesman,  than  as  a person 
of  universal  knowledge  and  learning.  As  by 
dividing  bis  time  between  the  public  scenes  of 
buune*$,  and  the  private  retirements  of  life, 
he  took  care  to  keep  up  both  the  great  and 
p>od  man;  so  by  the  same  means  he  accom- 
plished himself  not  only  in  the  knowledge  of 
men  and  things,  but  in  the  skill  of  the  moU 
refined  arts  and  sciences.  That  unwearied  di- 
ligence. which  followed  him  through  all  the 
stages  of  lus  life,  gave  him  such  a thorough  in- 
•*ght  ioto  the  laws  of  khe  land,  that  he  passed 
for  one  of  the  greatest  masters  of  his  profession, 
•t  his  first  appearance  in  it.  Though  he  made 

* regular  progress  through  the  several  honours 
of  the  Long  ttobe,  he  was  always  looked  upon 
as  one  who  deserved  a superior  station  to  that 
1*  *»s  possessed  of ; until  he  arrived  nt  the 
highest  dignity  to  which  those  studies  could 
advance  him. 

“He  enjoyed  in  the  highest  perfection  two 
tafoais,  which  do  not  often  meet  in  the  same 
^rwm,  the  greatest  strength  of  good  sense,  and 
die  most  exquisite  taste  of  politeness.  With- 
tbe  first,  teaming  is  but  an  incumbrance; 
**d  without  the  last,  is  ungraceful.  My  lord 
Miners  wns  master  of  these  two  qualifications 

* so  eminent  a degree,  that  all  the  parts 
knowledge  appeared  in  him  with  such  nn 

sddniooal  strength  and  beauty,  as  they  want 


than  had  been  known,  and  that  we  had  a fair 
prospect  of  bringing  the  war  to  a happy  con- 

in  the  possession  of  others.  If  he  delivered 
lus  opinion  of  a piece  of  poetry,  a statue,  or  a 
picture,  there  was  something  so  just  and  deli- 
cate in  his  observations,  as  naturally  produced 
pleasure  and  assent  in  those  who  heard  him. 

“ His  solidity  and  elegance,  improved  by  the 
reading  of  the  finest  authors  both  of  the  learned 
mid  modern  languages,  discovered  itself  in  all 
his  productions.  His  oratory  was  masculine 
and  persuasive,  free  from  every  thing  trivial 
and  affected.  His  stile  in  writing  wns  chaste 
and  pure,  but  at  the  same  time  full  of  spirit 
and  politeness ; and  fit  to  convey  tbe  most  in- 
tricate business  to  tbe  understanding  of  the 
reader,  with  the  utmost  clearness  and  perspi- 
cuity. And  here  it  is  to  be  lamented,  that  this 
extraordinary  person,  out  of  his  natural  aver- 
sion to  vain  glory,  wrote  several  pieces  as  well 
as  performed  several  actions,  which  be  did  not 
assume  the  honour  of : though  at  the  same 
tune  so  many  works  of  this  nature  have  ap- 
peared, which  every  one  has  ascribed  to  him, 
that  I believe  no  author  of  the  greatest  emi- 
nence would  deny  my  lord  Somers  to  have  been 
the  best  writer  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived. 

“ This  noble  lord,  for  the  great  extent  of 
his  knowledge  and  capacity,  has  been  often 
compared  with  the  lord  Verulam,  w ho  had  also 
been  chancellor  of  England.  But  the  conduct 
of  these  extraordinary  persons,  under  the  same 
circumstances,  was  vastly  different.  They  were 
both  impeached  by  a House  of  Commons.  One 
of  them,  as  he  had  given  just  occasion  for  it,  sunk 
under  it  ; and  was  reduced  to  such  an  abject 
submission,  as  very  much  diminished  the  lustre 
of  so  exalted  a character  ; but  my  lord  Somcra 
was  too  well  fortified  in  his  integrity  to  fear  the 
impotence  of  an  attempt  upon  his  reputation  t 
and  though  his  accusers  would  gladly  have 
dropped  their  impeachment,  he  was  instant 
with  them  for  the  prosecution  of  it,  and  would 
not  let  that  matter  rest  until  it  was  brought  to 
au  issue.  Tor  the  same  viitue  and  greatness  of 
mind,  which  gave  him  a disregard  of  fame, 
made  him  impatient  of  an  undeserved  re- 
proach. 

u There  is  no  question  but  this  wonderful 
man  will  make  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
figures  in  the  history  of  the  present  age ; but 
we  cannot  expect  that  his  merit  will  shine  out 
in  its  proper  light,  since  he  wrote  many  things 
which  are  not  published  in  his  name;  was  at 
the  bottom  of  many  excellent  counsels,  in 
which  he  did  not  appear  ; did  offices  of  friend- 
ship to  many  persons,  who  kuew  not  from 
whom  they  were  derived  ; and  performed  great 
services  to  his  country,  the  glory  of  which  was 
transferred  to  others  : in  short,  since  he  made 
it  his  endeavour  rather  to  do  worthy  actions 
than  to  gain  an  illustrious  character.  Addi- 
son’s Freeholder,  No.  39. 

“ The  lord  Somers,”  says  Swiff,  in  hi*  His- 
tory of  the  four  hist  years  of  Queen  Anne, 
*•  may  very  deservedly  be  reputed  the  head 


503]  PARL.  HISTORY,  4 Anne,  !705.— Debate  concerning  the  Church.  [504 


elusion,  to  the  immortal  honour  of  the  age, 
and  the  inexpressible  benefit  and  safety  of 

and  oracle  of  the  discontented  party  : he  hath 
raised  himself,  by  the  concurrence  of  many 
circumstances,  to  the  greatest  etnplovments  of 
the  state,  without  the  least  support  trout  birth 
or  fortune : he  hath  constantly,  and  with 
great  steadiness,  cultivated  those  principles 
under  which  he  grew.  That  accident  which 
first  produced  him  into  the  world,  of  pleading 
for  the  bishops,  whom  king  James  had  sent  to 
the  Tower,  might  have  proved  a piece  of  merit 
as  honourable  as  it  was  fortunate;  but  the  old 
republican  spirit,  which  the  Revolution  bad  re- 
stored, began  to  teach  other  lessons ; that 
since  we  had  accepted  a new  king  fromncal- 
vinistic  oommonwealtli,  we  must  also  admit 
new  maxims  in  religion  and  government : hut 
since  the  nobility  and  gentry  would  probably 
adhere  to  the  established  church,  and  to  the 
rights  of  monarchy  at  delivered  down  from  their 
ancestors  ; it  was  the  practice  of  those  politi- 
cions  to  introduce  such  men  as  were  perfectly 
indifferent  to  any  or  no  religion,  and  who  were 
not  likely  to  inherit  much  loyalty  from  those 
to  whom  they  owed  their  birth.  Of  this  num- 
ber was  the  person  I am  now  describing.  I 
have  hardly  known  nny  man  with  talents  more 
proper  to  acquire  and  preserve  the  favour  of  a 
prince,  never  offending  in  word  or  gesture, 
which  are  in  the  highest  degree  courteous  and 
complaisant,  wherein  he  set  an  excellent  ex- 
ample to  his  colleagues,  which  they  did  not 
think  fit  to  follow  ; but  this  extreme  civility  is 
universal  and  undistinguished,  and  in  private 
conversation,  svhere  he  observed)  it  as  inviola- 
bly as  if  he  were  in  the  greatest  assembly,  it 
u sometimes  censured  as  forma!  : two  reasons 
are  assigned  for  this  behavonr ; first,  from 
tlie  consciousness  of  his  humble  original,  he 
keepeth  all  familiarity  at  the  utmost  distance, 
which  otherwise  might  be  apt  to  intrude  ; the 
second  that  being  sensible  bow  subject  be  is 
to  violent  passions,  he  avoideth  all  incite- 
ments to  them,  by  teaching  those  he  converses 
with,  from  his  own  example,  to  keep  a great 
way  within  the  bounds  of  decency  and  respect; 
and  it  is,  indeed,  true,  that  no  nmn  is  more 
apt  to  take  fire  upon  the  least  appearance  of 
provocation,  which  temper  he  strives  to  sub- 
due with  the  utmost  violence  upon  himself : 
so  that  h's  breast  has  been  seen  to  heave,  and 
his  eyes  to  sparkle  with  rage  in  those  very  mo- 
ments, when  his  words,  and  the  cadence  of  his 
voice,  were  in  the  humblest  and  softest  man- 
ner ; perhaps  that  force  upon  his  nature,  may 
cause  that  insatiable  love  of  revenge,  which 
his  detractors  lay  to  his  charge,  who  conse- 
quently reckon  dissimulation  among  his  chief 
perfections.  Avarice  he  hall)  none  ; and  his 
ambition  is  gratified,  by  being  the  uncontested 
head  of  his  party  : With  an  excellent  under- 
standing, adorned  by  all  the  polite  parts  of 
learning,  he  hath  very  little  taste  for  conversa- 
tion, to  which  be  prefers  the  pleasure  of  read- 
ing and  thinking  : and  in  the  intervals  of  his 


posterity  : Wherefore  for  men  to  raise  ground- 
less jealousies  ‘ at  this  time  of  day,  it  could 


time  amuseth  himself  with  an  illiterate  chap- 
lain, an  bumble  companion,  or  a favourite  ser- 
vant.— These  are  some  few  distinguishing 
marks  in  the  character  of  that  person  who 
now  presideth  over  the  discontented  party  ; 
although  be  be  not  answerable  for  all  their 
mistakes  ; and  if  his  precepts  lud  been  more 
strictly  followed,  perhaps  their  power  would 
not  have  been  so  easily  shaken.  1 have  been 
assured,  and  heard  him  profess,  that  he  was 
against  engaging  in  that  foolish  prosecution  of 
Dr.  Sacheverel,  as  what  he  foresaw  was  likely 
to  end  in  their  ruin ; that  he  blamed  the  rough 
demeanor  of  some  persons  to  the  queen,  as  a 
great  failure  in  prudence;  and  that  when  it  ap- 
peared, her  majesty  was  firmly  resolved  upon 
a treaty  of  peace,  he  advised  his  friends  nut  to 
oppose  it  in  its  progress,  but  find  fault  with  it 
alter  it  was  made,  w hich  would  be  a copy  of 
tbe  like  usage  themselves  had  met  with  after 
the  treaty  of  Ryswick  ; and  the  safest,  as  well 
as  the  most  probable  way  of  disgracing  tbe 
promoters  and  advisers.  I have  beeu  tlie 
larger  in  representing  to  the  reader  some  idea 
of  this  extraordinary  genius,  because  what- 
ever attempt  hath  hitherto  been  made  with  any 
appearance  of  conduct,  or  probability  of  suc- 
cess, to  restore  tbe  dominion  of  that  party,  was 
infallibly  contrived  by  him  ; and  1 prophesy  the 
same  for  the  future  ns  long  as  his  age  and  in- 
firmities will  leave  him  capable  of  business.” 

“ The  following  Anecdotes  of  Lord  Somers 
were  copied  many  years  ago  from  a manuscript 
in  the  possession  of  the  late  Dr.  Birch. 

“ ‘ April  26,  1716,  died  John  Lord  Somers. 
‘ Burnet  hath  clone  him  justice  in  several  places, 
‘ and  Addison  hits  given  us  his  character  in 
‘ colours  so  strong,  that  little  remaineth  to  ba 
‘ added. 

“ * His  application  and  capacity  were  equally 
‘ great  and  uncommon.  At  his  first  going  to 
1 school,  lie  never  gave  himself  any  of  the  diver- 
‘ sions  of  clnldreu  of  his  age  ; for  at  noon  tbe 

* book  was  never  out  of  his  band.  To  the  lest 
‘ years  of  his  life  a few  hours  of  sleep  sufficed : 

* at  waking,  a reader  attended,  and  entertained 

* him  with  tbe  most  valuable  authors.  Such 
' management  raised  him  to  the  highest  euu- 
‘ nency  in  his  own  profession,  and  gave  him  a 

* superiority  in  all  kmd  of  useful  knowledge  and 
‘ learning. 

“ ‘ Natural  strength  aud  clearness  of  under- 
1 standing  thus  improved,  was  the  distinguishing 
‘ peculiarity,  which  appeared  ill  all  his  perform- 
‘ ances.  Kvery  thing  was  easy  and  correre, 

‘ pure  and  proper.  lie  was  unwearied  in  tht 
' application  of  all  his  abilities  for  the  service 
1 of  his  country.  As  a writer,  he  greatly  assist- 
‘ ed  the  cause  of  liberty  in  tbe  days  of  its  ut- 

* must  peril.  As  an  advocate,  a judge,  a sena- 
‘ tor,  and  a minister,  the  highest  praises  and  the 
‘ most  grateful  remembrance  are  due  to  ius 
‘ merit. 

“ * lie  was  invariable  and  uniform  in  tbe  pur- 
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man  no  In),  than  an  intention  to  embroil  ui 
si  boose,  and  to  defeat  all  those  giorioua  de- 
si i'»  abroad. 

'the  Chunk  voted  not  to  be  in  Danger.]  The 

‘ uut  of  right  paths.  As  he  well  understood, 
‘ten) equally  firm  in  adhering  to  the  inte- 
' ret  of  his  country  while  in  its  sen  ice,  and 
' w her.  in  a private  station.  To  this  uniformity 
‘ the  calumnies  and  re  prone  Iks  of  his  enemies 
‘ am  be  truly  ascribed.  They  envied  him  his 
‘superiority;  and  as  their  wishes  und  designs 
1 *ere  far  from  being  engaged  for  the  real  wel- 
‘ixre  of  society,  a man  so  upright  and  ahlena- 
‘ turally  became  the  object  of  their  hatred ; 

• and  they  had  too  easy  and  too  much  credit. 

1 Wbat  greater  misfortune  can  be  entailed  on 
' popular  government,  than  forwardness  in  re- 
' cemug  all  the  impressions  of  malevolence  ! 

44  4 Wben  I hud  finished  my  letter,  it  caute 
' mto  my  bead  to  adtl  Somers’s  character, 

1 which  was  uniform,  to  Shrewsbury,  which  was 
1 ail  deformity. 

“‘Have  been  so  very  abort,  not  only  for  tbe 
' :tawu  prettied,  but  in  expectation  of  your 
' hiring  additions  from  your  truly  worthy  friend 
‘ Mr.  lorke.  The  account  of  his  behaviour  at 
‘ school  I had  many  years  ago  from  a schooj-fel- 
‘ low.  I think  Walsall  in  Staffordshire  was  the 
' place  where  they  learned  their  grammar  to- 
' Fiber.  I temember  very  well  hi)  account  of 
‘Johnny  Somers  being  a weakly  boy,  wearing 
‘ a black  cap,  and  never  so  much  as  looking  oil 
' when  they  were  at  play,  Ate. 

“ ‘ Mr.  Wtnnington’s  account  is,  that  by  the 
' metoess  of  his  knowledge  and  behaviour  he 
‘ dncctiraged  his  lather  and  all  the  young  men 
1 »l»  knew  him.  They  were  afraid  lo  he  in  his 
‘ company.’ 

“ Towards  the  close  of  Lord  Somers’s  Treatise 
ooibeSuccession,  there  is  this  very  remarkable 
pSHsge:  ‘ 1 will  not  (though  I safely  might) 

‘ challenge  these  men  to  tell  me  wherever  any 
' settled  nation,  which  had  laws  of  their  own, 

‘ »nd  were  not  under  the  immediate  force  of  a 
‘ Conqueror,  did  ever  admit  of  a k ing  of  ano- 
‘ iher  religion  than  tbeir  own.  I will  not  insist 
‘ on  it,  that  the  crown  is  not  a bare  inheritance, 

' but  an  inheritance  accompanying  an  office  of 
‘ trust,  and  that  if  a man’s  defects  render  him 
incapable  of  that  trust,  he  has  also  forfeited 
' Ihe  inheritance.’  In  another  place  of  this 
pklen  Treatise  he  says,  * I need  not  say  how 
' i«r  a nation  i)  to  be  excused  for  executing  jus- 
' uce  summarily,  and  without  the  tedious  for- 
1 whiles  of  law,  when  the  necessity  of  things 
‘ requires  baste,  and  the  party  flies  fromjusticc, 
‘saddle  confederates  are  numerous  and  dar- 
1 ln«  and  the  prince’s  life  in  danger.’ 

“ A pretender  to  literature  having  owned  a 
•spy  ui  verses  which  lord  Somers  wrote,  was 
>sked  by  his  lordship,  when  he  was  presented 
10  him  as  Lord  Clmncellor,  whether  he  was 
r*^ly  rlie  author  of  the  lines  in  question. 

1 its,  my  Lord,’  replied  the  pretended  1’oet, 
1,1  "u  trifle,  I did  it  off-hana.’,  On  hearing 
dm,  lord  Somers  hurst  out  into  a loud  fit  of 
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debate  * at  length  being  over,  the  question  was 
put,  Whether  the  Church  of  England  was  in 
daoger,  or  not  1 Aud  upon  a division,  it  was 
carried  in  tbe  negative : Noes  61,  Yeas  30, 

laughter,  and  the  gentleman  withdrew  in  the 
greatest  confusion. 

“‘The  king,  (George  the  first,)'  says  lord 
Bolingbroke  in  a manuscript  letter,  * set  out 
‘ from  Hanover  in  the  resolution  of  taking  the 
‘ Whigs  indeed  into  favour;  but  of  oppressing 
‘ no  set  of  men  who  acknowledged  the  goverti- 
1 ment,  and  submitted  quietly  to  it.  As  soon 
4 as  he  came  to  Holland,  a contrary  resolution 
4 was  taken  by  the  joint  importunity  of  the 
4 allies  and  of  some  of  the  Whigs. 

“ ‘Lord  Townshend  came  triumphantly  to  ac- 
‘ quaint  lord  Somers  with  all  the  measures  of 
4 proscription  and  of  persecution  which  they  in- 
1 tended,  and  to  which  the  king  had  at  last  con- 
4 sented.  The  old  Peer  asked  him  what  he 
4 meant,  and  shed  tears  ou  the  foresight  of  mea- 
4 sureslike  to  those  of  the  Homan  Triumvirate.’  * 
Seward’s  Anecdotes. 

* Bishop  Burnet  gives  us  the  substance  of 
the  Debate  in  tbe  following  manner : 44  On  the 
day  appointed  we  were  all  made  believe,  that 
we  should  hear  many  frightful  things  : but  our 
expectations  were  not  answered  : some  spoke 
of  danger  from  the  presbytery,  that  was  settled 
in  Scotland  ; some  spoke  of  the  absence  of  the 
next  successor:  some  reflected  on  the  Oc- 
casional bill,  that  was  rejected  in  thnt  bouse  i 
some  complained  of  the  schools  of  the  Dis- 
senters : and  others  reflected  on  the  principles 
that  many  had  drank  in,  that  were  different 
from  those  formerly  received,  and  that  seemed 
destructive  of  ihe  church. 

44  In  opposition  to  all  this,  it  was  said,  that 
the  church  was  safer  now  than  ever  it  had  been: 
at  tlie  Revolution,  provision  was  made,  that  our 
king  must  be  of  the  reformed  religion,  nor 
was  this  all ; in  the  late  Act  of  Succession  it 
was  enacted,  that  he  should  be  of  the  com- 
munion of  the  church  of  England:  it  was 
reasonable  to  object  to  the  House  the  rejecting 
a bill,  which  was  done  by  the  majority',  of  whom 
it  became  not  the  lesser  number  to  complain : 
we  had  all  our  former  laws  left  to  us,  not  only 
intire,  hut  fortified  by  late  additions  and  expla- 
nations; so  that  we  were  safer  in  all  these,  than 
v»e  had  been  at  any  time  formerly:  the  Dissen- 
ters gained  no  new  strength,  they  were  visibly 
decreasing : the  toleration  had  softened  their 
tempers,  and  they  concurred  xeidously  in  serv- 
ing all  the  ends  of  the  government ; nor  was 
there  any  particular  complaint  brought  against 
them  ; they  seemed  quiet  and  content  with 
their  toleration,  if  they  could  he  hut  secure  of 
enjoying  it : the  queen  wus  taking  the  most 
effectual  means  possible  to  deliver  the  clergy 
from  the  depressions  of  poverty,  that  brought 
them  under  much  contempt  and  denied  them 
the  necessary  means  and  help  of  study  : tbe 
bishops  looked  after  their  dioceses  with  a care, 
that  had  not  been  known  in  the  memory  of 
man  : great  sums  were  yearly  raised,  by  their 
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the  qtleen  present.  Next 'day  the  Lords  sent 
a Message  to  Che  Commons,  Bo  acquaint  them 
■with  their  proceedings  touching  the  Church, 
and  desiring  their  concurrence  to  the  follow- 
ing resolve,  via.  “ Resolved  by  tlie  Lords 
spiritual  and  temporal,  and  Commons  in  parlia- 
ment assembled,  that  the  Church  of  England, 
Xu  by  law  established,  which  was  rescued  from 
the  extreroeat  danger  by  king  William  3,  of 
glorious  memory,  is  now,  by  God’s  blessing, 
under  the  happy  reign  of  her  majesty,  in  n most 
safe  and  flourishing  condition,  and  whosoever 
goes  about  to  surest  and  insinuate,  that  the 
church  is  in  danger  under  her  majesty’s  ad- 
ministration, is  an  enemy  to  the  queen,  the 
church  and  the  kingdom.” 

Protest  thereon. J This  Resolution  being 
carried  in  the  House  of  Lords,  as  aforesaid,  by 
so  great  a majority,  the  opposite  »Me,  however, 
entered  the  following  Reasons  for  dissenting. 

u Dissentient.  1st.  Because  we  humbly 
conceive,  there  may  be  dangers  to  the  church 
always  impendiug  on  several  accounts,  the 
prayers  set  forth  to  be  used  on  the  solemn  feast- 
days,  under  the  head  of  a prayer  for  unity, 
imploring  God  Almighty’s  grace,  that  every 
body  may  seriously  lay  to  heart  the  great 
dangers  we  arc  in  by  our  unhappy  divisions, 
shew  plainly,  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
pilers of  the  form  of  tliat  prayer,  and  in  her 
majesty’s  judgment,  who  commands  it  to  be 
used  in  all  tlie  churches  and  chapels  through- 
out England  and  Wales,  there  are  very  many 
dangers. 

*“  9.  We  humbly  conceive  the  Church  to  be 
in  danger  from  a neighbouring  kingdom,  which 
though  under  her  majesty’s  sovereignty,  during 
her  life  (which  God  long  preserve)  hath  not, 
by  any  means,  yet  been  induced,  to  seille  the 
same  Succession  to  the  crown,  as  is  established 
by  law  in  this  kingdom,  in  the  Protestant  line  ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  that  Succession  has  been 
abrogated  by  tl»e  Act  of  8ecnrity,  which,  with 
several  other  acts,  passed  in  that  kingdom, 
has  been  judged  by  this  House,  in  the  last 
parliament,  to  be  dangerous  to  the  present  and 
future  peace  of  this  kingdom ; and  therefore 
tre  may  jtrttly  fear  there  are  dangers  from 
hence,  both  to  Church  and  State. 

u 8.  We  humbly  conceive,  there  may  be 
very  great  dangers  to  the  Church,  for  want  of 


care  and  leal,  for  serving  the  plantations  better 
than  had  ever  yCt  been  done:  a spirit  of  zeal 
and  piety  appeared  in  our  churches,  and  at  sa- 
crament, beyond  the  example  of  former  times. 
In  one  respect  it  was  acknowledged  the  church 
* Xros  in  danger ; there  whs  an  evil  spirit  and  a 
virulent  temper  spread  among  the  clergy  ; there 
were  many  indecent  sermons  preached  on  pub- 
lic occasions,  and  those  hot  clergymen,  who 
were  not  the  most  regular  in  their  lives,  h »d 
raised  factions  in  many  dioceses  against  their 
bisliops  : these  were  dangers  created  by  those 
■very  men,  who  filled  the  nation  with  this  out- 
cry against  imaginary  ones,  while  their  own 
conduct  produced  real  aad  threatening  dangers/’ 


a law  to  prevent  any  person  w hatsoever  from 
holding  otbees  of  trust  and  authority,  both  in 
Church  and  State,  who  are  not  constantly  of 
the  communion  of  the  church  established  by 
law;  and  therefore,  ou  the  account  of  the  un- 
happy divisions  in  the  kingdom  in  points  of 
Religion  and  divine  worship,  a*  also,  on  the 
account  of  the  calamities  of  ihi*  age,  in  the  too 
public  and  common  disowning  any  religion  at 
ail,  the  church  may  be  in  danger. 

" 4 Though  we  have  an  entire  confidence 
in  her  majt  sty’s  zeal  and  piety  to  the  church, 
we  dare  not,  in  duty  to  her  majesty  and  the 
service  of  the  government,  condemn  all  wen 
as  may  have  tears,  in  re  ation  to  the  preserv- 
ation ol  the  church,  and  safety  of  the  crown. 

M 5.  Being  'incerely  convinced  that  these 
reasons,  among  s am  others  mentioned  in  the 
debate,  are  sufficient  io  justify  our  lean,  ”e 
humbly  conceive,  that  it  is  not  a proper  vrnj 
to  prevent  dangers,  by  voting  there  are  none. 

“ (Signed)  Buckingham,  Northampton,  Car- 
narvon, vVeym  »*uth,  Osborn,  Denbigh,  Georte 
Buth  nnd  Wells,  Granville,  Beaufort,  Wmchil- 
s*  a,  Nottingham,  North  and  Grey,  Anglesey 
Craven,  Clmnduis,  Guernsey,  Tlianet,  Scan- 
dale,  Rochester,  Conway,  Howard  ol  Escnd, 
Henry  London,  Leeds,  Guilford,  Abingdon. 

“ I dissent  for  the  first,  second,  and  fonrd 
reasons,  Haversham.” 

The  Archbishop  of  York,  and  bishop  of 
Rochester,  protested  afterwords. 

The  Commons  concur  with  the  Lords  there « 
Dec.  7.  The  Lords  sent  a message  to  Uie 
Commons,  to  acquaint  them  with  their  prr-- 
ceedings,  and  to  desire  ibeir  concurrence  t > 
their  Resolution  in  relation  to  the  chard:. 
Whereupon  the  question  was  put  the  day  follow- 
ing, Whether  they  should  oonsi  ler  of  that  mes- 
sage in  n committee, or  in  a full  house?  It  bets; 
enrried  for  the  latter  by  a majority  of  77- 
voices  against  161. 

Mr.  Bromley  opened  the  debate  with  a speech 
w herein  lie  endeat  mmd  to  prove  the  ciinrcti 
to  be  in  danger  by  the  same  arguments  that 
had  been  insisted  on  in  the  House  uf  Peers 
such  ns,  the  power  of  the  presbyteriain  in 
Scotland,  where  the  church  of  KugUud  **s 
not  so  much  as  toleruted  : the  absence  of  the 
next  Protestant  successor,  in  case  of  the  queen’s 
demise  : the  want  of  an  act  against  occasional 
conformity : the  increase  • of  presbyterwn 

schools  and  seminaries : profanenets,  u»hw>- 
rality,  nnd  irrehgton  : and  the  Act  of  Secant  J 
parsed  in  Scoiiuud  : to  w hich  lie  added  another, 
viz.  the  abuse  nnd  ill  dispensation  of  her  ma- 
jesty's late  bounty  to  the  clergy. 

Si i John  Pnckmgfon , who  spoke  on  the  sum' 
side,  urged  the  licentiousness  of  the  pres* 
the  great  number  of  In  .els,  a Inch  were  diuly 
published  against  the  church;  the  in crewe  of 
presbyterian  conventicles ; and  the  Lords'  Re- 
solution itself,  which  was  the  subject tusWr 
of  their  debate,  as  proofs  of  the  church’s  being 
in  danger;  adding,  That,  if  the  Commons 
agreed  to  that  resolve,  the  same  would  in  w"** 
measure,  bat  e the  force  of  an  act  of  parliamc»ri 
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which  would  be  a dangerous  weapon  in  the 
iuiads  of  ill  ministers  of  stale,  who  thereby 
nu$U  awe  people  into  silence,  in  case  the 
fancy  stiutild  take  them  to  suppress  episco- 

opposite  porty  answered  these  argu- 
ments, and,  after  a long  debate,  the  Lords 
ltraxttOOB  was  agreed  to  by  a majority  of  212 
apimt  160. 

Address  qf  bulk  Homes  concerning  the  Re- 
port! ef  ike  Church  of  England  being  in  Dart- 
fir. ] Dec.  19.  Both  Houses  agreed  upon  the 
toiling  Address  to  her  majesty  : 

“ We,  yuur  majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
objects,  the  Lords  spirituul  and  temporal  aud 
Commons  in  parliament  assembled,  having 
men  into  consideration  your  majesty’s  most 
gracious  speech  at  the  opening  of  this  parha- 
meet,  hare,  upon  matuie  deliberation,  come 
in  the  (allowing  Resolutions  : 

‘ Keiolved,  by  the  lx»rds  spiritual  and  tem- 

* poral  sod  Commons  in  parliament  assembled, 
‘Tbit  the  Cnurch  of  England  as  by  law  esta- 
‘ Ubkrd,  which  was  rescued  from  the  extremest 
4 dangrr  by  king  William  the  Third,  of  glorious 
' memory,  is  now,  by  God’s  blessing,  under  the 
4 happy  reign  of  her  majesty,  in  a most  safe 

* and  flourishing  condition  ; and  that  whoever 
4 son  about  to  suggest  and  insinuate,  that  the 
4 thatch  h in  Danger,  under  her  majesty’s  ad- 
4 mmisi  ration,  is  an*  enemy  to  the  queen,  the 
' Church,  and  the  kingdom.’ 

u Which  we  humbly  beg  leave  to  lay  before 
your  majesty  : And,  as  your  majesty  has  been 
P^sed  to  express  a just  indignation  against  all 
soch  wicked  persons  ; so  we  assure  your  majes- 
ty, that  »c  shall  be  always  ready,  to  the  utmost 
of  our  power,  to  assist  your  majesty  io  dis- 
c.;uit:eaa«»cing  and  defeating  their  practices  : 
And  we  bumblv  beseech  your  majesty  to  take 
rfcctcal  measures  for  the  making  the  said  Reso- 
lution public ; and  also  for  punishing  the  au- 
thors and  spreaders  ol  these  seditious  and  scan- 
oilous  reports,  to  the  end  that  all  others  may, 
for  the  future,  be  deterred  from  endeavouring 
is  distract  the  kingdom  with  such  unreasonable 
and  enxmdiess  distrusts  and  jealousies.” 

Dr  Quant  Answer.]  Her  majesty  gave 
this  Answer : 

“Mt  lords  and  gentlemen;  I shall  readily 
comply  with  your  Address;  and  am  very  well 
Passed  to  find  both  Houses  of  Parliament  so 
•orward  to  join  with  me  in  putting  a stop  to 
tfof*  malicious  reports.” 

Mr  Cesar  committed  for  offensive  Words.'] 
i day,  an  engrossed  BiU  from  the  Lords,  c n- 
t led,  ‘ An  Act  for  the  better  Security^)!’  her 
‘ tnaje*ty*s  person  nnd  government,  and  of  the 
' **cctMon  to  the  crown  of  England  in  the 
protesunt  line,’  was  read  a second  time,  and 
bbarlesl  wsar,  esq.  upon  the  debate  of  the  said 
***** Standing  up  in  his  place,  and  saying  the 
words  following,  (which  were  directed  by  the 
house  to  be  set  down  in  writing  at  the  table) 
”***  is  a noble  Lord,  without  whose  advice 
t tbttpicen  does  nothing,  who, in  the  late  reign, 
kuown  to  keep  a constant  correspondence 


* with  the  Court  at  St.  Germains.’  And  th* 
said  Mr.  Caesar  endeavouring  to  excuse  himself, 
and  being  called  upon  to  withdraw,  and  ho 
being  withdrawn  accordingly,  and  a debate 
arising  thereupon;  the  House  resolved,  “ That 
the  said  words  are  highly  dishonourable  to  her 
majesty  s person  and  government.  And,  That 
the  said  Charles  Csssr,  esq.  should  for  his  said 
offence  be  committed  prisouer  to  the  'l  ower.” 

The  Queens  Proclamation  concerning  the 
Reports  of  the  Church  being  in  Danger .]  Dec. 
20th.  The  following  Proclamation  was  pub- 
lished : 

u Asms  &. 

tl  Whereas  of  late  several  per  sons, endeavour- 
ing to  foment  animosities,  and  to  cover  design* 
which  they  dare  not  publicly  own,  have  falsly, 
seditiously,  and  maliciously  suggested,  the 
Church  of  England,  as  by  law  established,  to 
be  in  danger,  at  this  time,  whereof  we  thought 
fit  to  take  notice  in  our  speecli  made  at  the  open- 
ing of  this  Parliament : and  whereas  the  Lords 
spiritual  aud  temporal,  and  Commons  in  par- 
liament assembled,  have  by  their  humble  Ad- 
dress represented  to  us,  that,  having  taken  into 
consideration  our  said  most  gracious  speeeh, 
they  had,  upon  mature  deliberation,  come  to  a 
Resolution,  which  they  laid  before  us,  assuring 
us,  that,  as  we  had  been  pleased  to  express  a 
just  indignation  against  ail  such  wicked  persons, 
they  will,  be  always  ready,  to  the  utmost  of 
their  power,  to  assist  us  in  discouuteuaucing 
and  defeating  their  practices,  humbly  beseech- 
ing us  to  take  effectual  measures  for  the  making 
the  said  Resolution  public,  and  also  for  punish- 
ing the  authors  and  spreaders  of  these  seditious 
nnd  scandalous  reports,  to  the  end  that  alt 
others  may,  fur  the  future,  be  deterred  from  en- 
deavouring to  detract  the  kingdom,  with  such 
unreasonable  and  groundless  distrusts  and  jea- 
lousies : We,  therefore,  at  the  said  humble  re- 
quest of  the  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and 
Commons  in  parliament  assembled,  do  hy  this 
our  royal  Proclamation,  make  public  the  said 
Resolution,  which  follows  in  these  words  : 

4 Resolved,  by  the  Lords  spiritual  and  tem- 

* pond,  and  Commons  in  parliament  asst  mbled, 
4 That  the  Church  of  England,  as  by  law  estab- 
4 lisbed,  which  was  rescued  from  the  extremes! 
4 danger  by  king  William  3,  of  glorious  memory, 
4 is  now,  by  God’s  blessing,  under  the  happy 
4 reign  of  her  majesty,  iu  a most  sate  and  tiou- 
4 rishing  condition ; and  that  whosoever  goes 
4 about  to  suggest  and  insinuate,  that  the 
1 church  is  iu  danger  under  l»er  majesty’s  ad- 
4 ministration,  is  an  enemy  to  the  queen,  the 
4 church,  and  kingdom.* 

44  Aud  w#  do  hereby,  by  the  advice  of  on» 
privy-council,  declare,  that  we  will  proceed 
with  the  utmost  severity  the  law  shall  allow  oft 
against  the  author-  or  spreaders  of  the  said 
seditious  and  scaudalous  reports.  And  we  do 
hereby  strictly  charge  and  command  all  and 
singular  our  judges,  justices  of  the  peace,  she- 
riffs, mayors,  bailiffs,  and  all  other  our  minis- 
ters whatsoever  to  take  effectual  care  for  the 
speedy  apprehension,  prosecution  and  punish* 


511]  PARL.  HISTORY,  i Anne,  1700— 

Bent  of  all  such  persons,  who  hare  or  shall  nt 
any  time  hereafter  offend  herein.  And  we  do 
hereby  further  require  and  command  all  our 
loving  subjects  whatsoever,  to  discover  and  ap- 
prehend all  and  every  person  and  persons 
whatsoever  offending,  as  aforesaid,  to  the  end 
they  may  be  dealt  with  and  proceeded  against 
according  to  law.  And  whereas  the  said  sedi- 
tious and  scandalous  reports  have  been  greatly 

Eomoted  and  spread,  by  the  printing  and  pus- 
hing of  a malicious  and  seditious  libel,  en- 
titled, The  Memorial  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, humbly  offered  to  the  consideration  of  all 
true  lovers  of  our  church  and  constitution : 
And  whereas  David  Edwards,  of  the  parish  of 
St.  Dunstan’s  in  the  west,  London,  printer,  is 
charged  on  oath  to  be  the  printer  and  publisher 
of  the  said  libel,  and  is  now  under  prosecution 
lor  the  same,  and  on  that  account  absconds 
from  justice,  and  the  author  or  authors  of  the 
said  libel  is  or  are  not  discovered,  wc  do  here- 
by further  require  aiid  command  all  our  loving 
subjects  whatsoever,  to  discover  and  apprehend 
the  said  David  Edwards,  and  the  author  or 
authors  of  the  said  libel,  to  the  end  they  may 
be  dealt  withal,  and  proceeded  against  accord- 
ing to  law,  &c/' 

The  Queens  Speech  at  the  Adjournment .] 
Dec.  81.  The  queen  came  to  the  House  or 
Peers,  and  after  passing  several  Bills,  made  the 
following  Speech  to  both  Houses: 

44  My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen ; The  unani- 
mity of  your  proceedings  in  this  parliament 
has  already  had  so  good  an  effect  all  over  Eu- 
rope, that  1 cannot  but  lake  notice  of  it  to  you 
with  great  satisfaction. — The  good  disposition 
you  have  shewn  in  doing  your  part  so  fully  to- 
wards an  Union  with  Scotland,  is  also  very  ac- 
ceptable to  me ; and,  I hope,  it  will  prove  for 
the  advantage  and  quiet  of  both  kingdoms. 

“ Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons ; I 
roust  not  omit  to  take  this  occasion  of  return- 
ing you  my  hearty  thanks,  for  the  great  dis- 
patch of  this  seasonable  supply  which  you  have 
given  me : I look  upon  it  ns  a sure  pledge,  that 
the  same  zeal  and  affection  for  my  service,  and 
the  good  of  the  kingdom,  will  carry  you  through 
all  the  necessary  parts  of  the  public  business  in 
this  session. 

41  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen;  In  case  you 
now  think  of  some  recess,  as  is  usual  at  this 
season;  I make  no  doubt,  you  will  afterwards 
return  with  the  same  good  disposition  to  give 
all  possible  dispatch  to  the  public  affairs  still 
depending,  and  briug  this  session  of  parliament 
to  a happy  conclusion.” 

Both  Houses  then  adjourned  ; the  Commons 
to  the  7th,  the  Lords  to  the  8th  of  January. 

The  Commons  give  the  Duke  of  Marlborough 
Thanks .]  Jan.  7,  1706.  The  Commons  re- 
solved,44 That  the  Thanks  of  their  House  should 
be  given  to  his  Grace  the  Dukeof  Marborough, 
for  his  great  services  performed  to  her  majesty, 
and  the  nation,  in  the  lust  campaign,  and  for 
his  prudent  negotiations  with  her  majesty's 
allies,"  and  appointed  a Committee  for  (hat 
purpose  : Who  having  attended  his  Grace,  his 
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Grace  said,  44  lie  was  so  sensible  of  tlx  great 
honour  that  was  done  him  by  this  message, 
that  he  could  not  have  the  least  concern  at  tbe 
reflections  of  any  private  malice,  while  he  had 
the  satisfaction  of  finding  his  faithful  endenvonrs 
to  serve  the  queen,  ami  the  kingdom,  so  favour- 
ably accepted  by  the  House  of  Commons." 

The  Queen’s  Message  to  the  Commons  about 
the  Authors  of  the  Memorial .1  Jan.  81.  Mr, 
Secretary  Harley  acquainted  the  House,  “That 
her  majesty,  in  pursuance  of  the  Address  of 
both  Houses,  put  out  a Proclamation,  in  which 
was  an  encouragement  for  discovery  of  the 
Author  or  Authors  of  4 the  Memorial  of  the 
Church  of  England/  &c.  the  printer*  of  which 
Book,  being  now  in  custody,  and  other  persons 
being  examined,  in  whose  depositions  there 
appeared  the  names  of  some  members  of  this 
House  : her  majesty’s  tenderness  for  any  thing 
which  had  the  appearance  of  the  privileges  of 
this  House,  had  inclined  her  to  command  him 
to  acquaint  the  House  therewith,  before  she  di- 
rected any  further  proceedings  in  the  said  exa- 
mination.” Thereupon,  the  Commons  or- 
dered the  Serjeant  to  go  with  the  mace  imo 
Westminster-Hall,  the  Court  of  Bequests,  and 
places  adjacent,  and  summon  the  members 
there  to  attend  the  service  of  the  House.  And 
the  Serjeant  being  returned, the  House  resolved. 
4‘  That  an  humble  Address  should  he  presented 
to  her  majesty,  returning  the  thanks  of  the 
House,  for  her  gracious  message  that  day,  a«»d 
her  tender  regard  to  the  privileges  of  that 
House  ; and  to  desire,  that  she  would  be 
pleased  to  give  order  for  a further  examination 
into  the  Authors  of  the  libel  mentioned  in  tbe 
said  message.” 

Which  Address  being  presented  nccordiugK 

• 44  Jan.  15.  David  Edwards,  printer  of  tbe 
Memorial,  who  bad  a long  time  absconded, 
and  was  left  without  any  support  by  that  party 
that  bad  employed  him,  was,  by  bis  own  con- 
sent, taken  into  custody  of  a Messenger,  upon 
a promise  in  writing,  from  Mr.  Secretary  Hur- 
ley, That  he  should  have  his  Pardon,  provided 
he  discovered  the  Author  or  Authors  of  that 
Pamphlet.  Three  days  after,  being  examined 
before  the  same  Secretary,  be  pretended  be 
could  fix  it  upon  three  gentlemen,  members  ot 
the  House  of  Commons,  viz.  Mr.  Poley,  Mr. 
Ward,  and  sir  Humphrey  Mack  worth ; and 
related,  That  a woman  in  a mask,  with  another 
barefaced,  brought  tbe  Manuscript  to  hm», 
and  made  n bargain  with  him  to  have  2W 
printed  copies  for  it ; which  he  delivered  to 
four  porters  sent  to  hint  by  the  persons  con- 
cerned. But  though  the  woman  tbnt  came  to 
Edwards  without  a mask,  and  some  of  d* 
porters,  were  found  out  and  taken  up,  ye*  11 
was  impossible  to  carry  on  the  discovery  *ny 
further.  Which  gave  occasion  to  a member  ot 
the  Uuuse  of  Comtuous  (Mr.  Poley)  to  s*y> 

4 That  it  was  not  usual  to  accuse  memliers  of 
their  House,  of  being  concerned  in  any  thing 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  government,  without 
naming  their  names.'  ” Tindal. 
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her  majesty  was  pleased  to  answer,  u That  she 
was  glad  to  find  this  House  express  so  much 
resentment  against  the  libel  mentioned  in  her 
message,  and  took  very  kindly  the  confidence 
this  House  reposed  in  her,  which  she  would 
make  the  best  use  of,  for  the  advantage  of  the 
public.” 

The  Queen's  Speech  on  passing  the  Money 
Bills.]  Feb.  10.  The  Queen,  after  passing 
several  Bills,  made  this  Speech  to  both  Houses : 

u My  Lords  and  Gentlemen;  I cannot  hut 
take  this  occasion  to  return  you  my  hearty 
thanks,  for  the  great  care  and  concern  you 
have  shewn  to  promote  every  thing  in  this 
session,  that  may  tend  to  the  public  good. 

“ Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons  ; 1 
must  thank  you  in  particular  for  your  having  so 
fully  complied  with  your  assurances  to  me,  at 
the  opening  of  this  parliament,  that  you  would 
give  all  possible  dispatch  to  the  public  Sup- 
plies. There  is  scarce  any  instance  to  be 
given,  where  so  great,  and  I hope,  effectual 
supplies,  hare  been  perfected  in  so  short  a 
time. — I look  upon  this  to  proceed  not  only 
from  your  great  zeal  for  the  public  service,  but 
bom  a just  impression  upon  your  own  minds, 
that  there  is  a necessity  of  making  exiraordi- 
wy  efforts,  to  support  and  encourage  our 
allies,  and  to  be  early  in  endeavouring  to  dis- 
appoint live  designs  of  our  enemies. 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  ; It  will  be  con- 
venient to  make  a recess  in  some  short  time,  I 
b>pe  therefore  you  will  continue  to  give  all  ne- 
cessary dispatch  to  what  may  yet  remain  un- 
finished of  the  public  business  before  you.” 

The  public  Revenues  voted  to  have  been  duly 
applied.]  Feb.  21.  The  House  of  Commons 
proceeded  to  take  into  further  consideration 
die  Accounts  of  the  Revenues  and  Debts  ever 
since  her  majesty’s  happy  accession  to  the 
crown ; and  resolved,  “ That  it  appeared  to 
the  House,  That  the  public  Revenues  granted, 
or  arisen  since  her  majesty’s  happy  accession 
to  the  crown,  had  been  duly  applied  to  the 
happy  uses,  under  a prudent  management,  to 
the  advancement  of  the  public  credit,  and  for 
the  advantage  and  honour  of  the  nation 

* “ The  House  of  Commons  went  on  in 
creating  funds  for  the  supplies  they  had  voted 
for  the  next  year  : and  the  nation  was  so  well 
Mtnfied  with  the  government,  and  the  couduct 
of  affairs,  that  a fund  being  created  for  two 
Bullions  and  a half,  by  way  of  annuities  for 
99  years  at  6|  per  cent,  at  the  end  of  which  the 
capital  was  to  sink ; the  whole  sum  was  sub- 
scribed, in  a very  few  days : at  the  same  time 
the  duke  of  Marlborough  proposed  the  advance 
of  a sum  of  500,000/.  to  the  Emperor,  for  the 
of  prince  Eugene,  and  the  service  of  Italy, 
upon  a branch  of  the  emperor’s  revenue  in 
SHesia,  at  eight  per  cent,  aoa  the  capital  to  be 
repaid  in  eight  years  : the  nation  did  so  abound 
both  in  money  and  zeal,  that  this  was  likewise 
advanced  in  a very  few  days  : our  armies,  ns 
Nell  as  our  allies,  were  every  where  punctually 
P«d  : the  credit  of  the  nation  was  never  raised 
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A Bill  to  prevent  the  Growth  of  Popery  re- 
jected.j  Feb.  'll,  A Petition  of  the  gentry 
and  clergy  of  the  south  parts  of  Lancashire,  at 
their  monthly  meeting,  on  the  12th,  in  the 
borough  of  Wigan,  for  suppressing  profaueness 
and  immorality,  was  presented  to  the  House  of 
Commons,  complaining  of  several  grievances 
they  laboured  under  from  the  priests,  Romish 
gentry,  and  popish  emissaries,  and  praying  for 
redress  and  relief.  After  the  reading  of  this 
Petition  it  was  unanimously  resolved  to  address 
the  queen,  “ That  she  would  be  pleased  to 
issue  out  her  royal  proclamation  for  the  putting 
in  execution  the  luws  in  force  against  all  such 
persons,  ns  had  or  should  endeavour  to  pervert 
her  majesty's  subjccls  to  the  popish  religiou 
And  they  ordered,  that  a Bill  be  brought  in 
for  making  more  effectual  the  act  of  the  11th 
year  of  his  late  majesty’s  reign,  for  the  further 
preventing  the  Growth  of  Popery.  This  bill 
was  accordingly  presented  the  next  day,  by 
sir  James  Montague,  and  read  the  first  time ; 
and,  on  the  1st  of,  March,  the  Commons 
gave  it  a second  reading,  and  went  through  it 
in  a grand  committee.  By  the  act,  passed  in 
the  latter  end  of  the  late  reign,  it  was  pro- 
vided, “ That  all  papists  should,  within  six 
months,  after  they  had  reached  the  age  of  eigh- 
teen, take  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  su- 
premacy, or  declare  themselves  protestants  ; 
in  default  whereof,  their  estates  were  to  go  to 
the  next  heirs,  being  Protestants.”  Now  this 
clause  was  so  lamely  expressed,  that  the 
Roman  Catholics  found  two  ways  to  evade  it. 
First,  there  being  in  all  families  a gradation  of 
age  among  the  several  heirs  to  the  same  estates, 
it  happened,  that  though  the  person,  who  was 
come  to  the  age  of  eighteen,  did  not  take  the 
oaths  prescribed  by  the  law,  yet  the  title  of 
Protestant  heir  remained  undecided,  as  long  as 

so  high  in  any  age,  nor  90  sacredly  maintained  : 
the  Treasury  was  as  exact  and  as  regular  in  all 
payments  as  any  private  banker  could  be.  It 
is  true,  a great  deal  of  money  went  out  of  the 
kingdom  in  specie  : that  which  maintained  the 
war  in  Spain,  was  to  be  sent  thither  in  that 
manner,  the  way  by  bills  of  exchange  not  being 
yet  opened  : our  trade  with  Spain  and  the 
West-Indics,  which  formerly  brought  us  great 
returns  of  money,  was  now  stopt  1 by  this 
means  there  grew  to  be  a sensible  want  of 
money  over  the  nation  : this  was  in  a great 
measure  supplied,  by  the  currency  ofExchequer 
bills  and  Bank-notes  : and  this  lay  so  obvious 
to  the  disaffected  party,  that  they  were  often 
attempting  to  blast,  ut  least  to  disparage  this 
paper  credit : but  it  was  still  kept  up.  It  bred 
n just  indignation  in  all,  who  had  a true  love  to 
their  country,  to  see  some  using  all  possible 
methods  to’  shake  the  administration,  which 
notwithstanding  the  difficulties  at  home  and 
abroad,  was  much  the  best  that  had  been  in 
the  memory  of  man:  and  was  certainly  not 
only  easy  to  the  subjects  in  general,  but  gentle 
even  towards  those,  who  were  endeavouring  to 
undermine  it.”  Burnet. 

2 L 
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any  next  Popish  heir  was  under  age.  Secondly, 
(and  this  was  the  main  inconvenience)  it  lying 
by  that  clause  upon  the  nest  heir  to  him,  who 
at  the  age  of  eighteen  refused  to  declare 
himself  a Protestant,  to  prove  that  he  had  not 
made  that  declaration,  it  was  impossible  for 
the  next  heir  to  prove  such  a negative.  Now, 
to  make  that  clause  binding  and  effectual,  it 
was  enacted  in  this  hill,  “ That  all  Papists, 
and  reputed  Papists  should,  within  six  mouths 
alter  they  laid  reached  the  age  of  eighteen,  not 
only  declare  themselves  Protestants,  hut  prove 
also,  that  they  had  made  such  u declaration.'' 
This  ;darmed  alt  of  th  it  religion,  so  that  they 
made  very  powerful  (or  to  follow  the  raillery  of 
that  time)  weighty  intercessions  with  the  con* 
stderahle  men  of  the  House  of  Commons.  The 
couit  looked  on,  and  seemed  indifferent  in  the 
matter.;  yet  it  was  given  out,  that  so  severe  a 
law  would  be  very  unreasonable,  when  the 
nation  was  in  alliance  with  so  many  princes  of 
that  religion  ; and  that  it  must  lessen  the  force 
of  the  queen’s  intercession  in  favour  of  the 
Protestants,  who  lived  in  the  dominions  of  those 
princes.  The  proceeding  seeming  rigorous, 
and  not  suited  to  the  gentleness  which  the 
Christian  religion  so  particularly  recommended, 
and  was  contrary  to  the  maxims  of  liberty  of 
conscience  and  toleration,  that  were  then  in 
great  vogue.  It  was  answered  thac  the  depen- 
dence of  those  of  that  religion  on  a foreign 
jurisdiction,  and  at  present  on  a foreign  pre- 
tender to  the  crown,  put  them  out  of  the  case 
of  other  subjects  who  might  differ  from  the  es- 
tablished religion,  since  there  seemed  to  be 
good  reason  to  consider  them  as  enemies  rather 
than  as  subjects.  But  the  application  was 
made  in  so  effectual  a manner,  that  the  hill 
was  let  fall ; for  on  the  2d  of  March  when  sir 
James  Montague  was  to  report  to  the  House 
the  amendments  made  to  the  bill  by  the  grand 
committee,  the  duke  of  Norfolk,  the  chief 
among  the  Roman-catholics  in  England,  peti- 
tioned, “That  he  might  be  heard  by  bis  counsel 
for  explanation  of  some  words  in  the  bill,  and 
for  such  relief  to  him,  as  to  the  House  should 
seem  meet.”  Upon  the  reading  of  this  petition, 
the  Commons  ordered,  that  the  duke  of  Nor- 
folk be  heard  by  his  counsel,  as  to  the  property 
in  tin*  oilice  of  earl  marshal  of  England  only. 
But  his  counsel  not  being  then  ready,  the  House 
heard  sir  Janies  Montague's  report,  and  then 
ordered  the  hill,  with  the  amendments,  to  he 
ingriissed.  Two  days  after,  the  bill  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  several  other  amendments  ; 
were  made  to  it;  after  which  the  question  was 
put.  That  the  hill  do  pass?  This  occasioned  a 
great  debate,  wherein  colonel  Godfrey,  Mr. 
Itasca  wen,  and  Mr.  Asgil  endeavoured  to  shew 
the  injustice  of  such  a law,  urging,  ibat,  besides 
the  odlnce  it  would  give  to  the  Roman- 
catholic  princes  in  alliance  with  the  nation, 
it  would  look  as  if  they  approved  the  perscuiion 
exercised  by  the  French  king  and  other  Ca- 
tholic princes  against  their  Protestant  subjects. 
At  last  the  hill  was  rejected  by  a majority  of  I 
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The  lords'  Address  against  Papists.]  And, 
though  the  Lords  had  made  some  steps  towards 
such  a Bill,  yet  since  they  saw  what  fate  it  was 
like  to  have  in  the  House  of  Commons,  instead 
of  proceeding  further  in  it,  they  dismissed  that 
matter  w ith  the  following  Address  to  the  quetn, 
on  the  14th  of  March  : 

“ We,  your  majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal  in 
parliament  assembled,  do  huiuhly  beg  leave  to 
acquaint  your  majesty,  Thut  the  Lord  Bishop 
of  Chester  has  presented  to  the  House  a Peti- 
tion, for  himself  and  the  gentry  and  clergy  of 
the  south  parts  of  Lancashire  ; complaining  of 
the  intolerable  boldness  and  presumption  of  the 
Romish  priests  and  papists,  in  employing  all 
their  inveigling  arts  and  devices,  in  perverting 
and  seducing  the  gentry  and  commonalty,  and 
that  not  only  secretly,  but  openly  and  publicly, 
in  defiance  of  the  laws;  that  their  priests  are 
numerous,  their  masses  frequent ; their  people 
go  affectedly  in  troops ; they  marry  without  li- 
cense, or  publication ; they  visit  Protestants, 
when  sick  or  dying,  in  order  to  pervert  theui ; 
they  throw  out  ill  language  against  the  church 
and  government,  and  spread  false  reports  and 
scandalous  reflections  upon  the  orthodox  clergy ; 
and  have  built  a stately  edifice,  which,  as  die 
Petitioners  had  good  reason  to  believe,  is  in- 
tended for  a semiuary ; and  several  lands  have 
been  settled,  fur  the  endowment  of  that  and 
other  places ; that  the  popish  gentry  are  assist- 
ant to  their  priests  in  their  perversions;  and,  to 
insinuate  themselves  into  Protestant  families, 
catch  at  all  opportunities  to  marry  amongst 
them,  whereby  they  have  proselyted  many  of 
the  gentry. 

“ Such  open  insolence,  shewn  by  people  so 
obnoxious  to  the  laws,  in  the  midst  oi  a war, in 
which  your  majesty  is  engaged  against  the 
French  king,  the  declared  protector  of  one  of 
the  popish  religion,  who  openly  pretends  a title 
to  your  majesty's  crown,  does  not  only  raise  m 
us  a just  indignation,  but  mrkes  us  think  it  ab- 
solutely necessary,  for  the  safety  of  your  ma- 
jesty’s royal  person  aud  government,  that  a 
more  watchful  eye  should  be  had  over  them  for 
llie  future;  and,  for  that  purpose,  that  a dis- 
tinct and  particular  account  should  be  taken  oi 
all  papists,  and  reputed  papists,  in  the  kingdom, 
with  their  respective  qualities,  estates,  ana 
places  of  abode. 

“ We  do  therefore  most  humbly  beseech 
your  majesty,  that  you  would  be  graciously 
pleased  to  send  directions  to  the  several  Lords 
Lieutenants  and  Custodes  Rotulorum  of  to* 
several  counties  and  places,  to  cause  ah  the 
Deputy  Lieutenants  and  Justices  of  the  Peace 
of  the  respective  counties  and  places  to  assem- 
ble together,  and,  being  so  assembled,  there  to 
agree  of  the  must  proper  manner  to  sub-djvw* 
themselves  into  several  divisions,  for  th?  D101? 
effectual  performing  the  said  service  within  suen 
subdivisions ; aud  that,  at  such  general  meet- 
ing, an  account  be  taken  distinctly  of  the  names 
of  the  several  Justices  and  Deputy  Lieutenants 
designed  for  the  said  several  sub-division*;  8/1 
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that  the  several  Justices  of  Peace  and  Deputy 
Lieutenants  should,  under  their  several  hands, 
return  a particular  account,  in  writing,  of  what 
they  shall  perform  in  the  said  several  sub-divi- 
sions, which  the  said  Lords  Lieutenants  and  i 
Custodies  Rotulorum  shall  return  to  your  ma-  j 
jesty  in  council,  together  with  the  names  of  [ 
every  one  of  the  Deputy  Lieutenants  and 
Justices  of  Peace  who  did  neglect  or  refuse  to 
perform  their  duties  in  relation  to  that  service. 

**  And,  to  the  eud  (he  said  account  may  he 
the  more  e xact  and  useful,  we  most  humbly  be- 
seech your  majesty  to  send  your  royal  com- 
mands to  the  archbi»bops,  requiring  them  to 
wsue  orders  to  all  the  bishops  in  their  respec- 
tive provinces,  directing  them  to  require  the 
clergy  in  their  several  dioceses  to  take  an  exact 
and  particular  account  of  the  numbers  of  the 
papists,  and  reputed  papists,  in  every  parish, 
with  their  qualities,  estates,  and  places  of  abode, 
and  to  return  the  same  to  their  respective  dio- 
cesans, who  shall  return  the  same  to  their  seve- 
ral archbishops,  in  order  to  be  hud  before  your 
uiryestv. 

“ And  we  do  alto  desire  your  majesty  will  be 
pleased  to  direct,  that  the  archbishops  do  re- 
quire the  bishops,  in  their  several  dioceses,  to 
proceed  against  such  of  the  cli  rgy  as  shall  re- 
fuse or  neglect  to  do  their  duty  in  respect  to  the 
«-ai<l  service,  according  to  the  utmost  severity  of 
law  ; nnd  aUo  to  return  the  names  of  the  clergy, 
who  shill  he  defective  .in  performing  the  said 
service,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  hud  be- 
fore your  majesty. 

u And  wc  farther  beseech  your  majesty,  to 
command  toe  archbishops  to  require  the  bi- 
shops, by  all  proper  wavs  and  means,  to  inform 
themselves  wlmt  advowsons,  or  rights  of  pre- 
sentation, or  donation  of  churches,  benefices, 
or  schools,  are  in  the  disposition  of  any  papists, 
or  reputed  pjpists,  or  of  any  in  trust  for  them ; 
and  to  return  what  they  shall  find,  particularly 
and  distinctly,  to  the  archbishops,  to  the  intent 
the  same  m«y  be  represented  to  your  majesty. 
— And  lastly,  we  most  humbly  desire  your  ma- 
jesty, that  you  will  he  graciously  pleased  to 
cause  the  several  accounts  of  sill  these  inquiries 
to  be  laid  before  this  House,  at  the  next  session 
of  parliament.** 

The  Queens  Answer.]  Her  majesty  gave  this 
Answer : 

“ I am  fully  convinced,  that  the  insolent  be- 
haviour of  the  papists  -hath  made  what  you  ad- 
vise necessary  to  be  done,  for  the  safety  of  mv 
person  and  government,  and  the  welfare  of  my 
people. — I thank  yon  fir  your  care  in  this  mat- 
ter ; and  will  give,  as  soon  ns  possible,  the  ne- 
cessary orders  for  every  thing  you  desire  of  me 
in  this  Address.'* 

A Bill  to  regulate  Proceedings  at  Low.] 
About  this  time  Lord  Somers  made  a motion 
m the  House  of  Lords,  to  correct  some  of  the 
Proceedings  in  the  Common  Law  and  in  Chan- 
cery, which  were  both  dilatory  nnd  very  charge- 
able. He  began  the  motion  with  s -me  in- 
atonccs,  that  were  mor^ conspicuous  nnd  gross; 
and  he  managed  the  matter  so,  that  both  the  lord 
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keeper  and  judges  concurred  with  him,  though 
it  passes  generally  for  a maxim,  that  judges 
ought  rather  to  enlarge  than  contract  their  ju- 
risdiction. A bill  passed  the  House  of  Lords, 
which  began  a reformation  of  proceeding*  nt 
law  ; but,  when  it  went  through  the  Commons, 
it  was  visible,  that  the  interest  of  uuder  Officers, 
cleiks,  and  attornies,  whose  gains  were  to  be 
lessened  by  this  bill,  was  more  considered,  than 
the  interest  of  the  nation  itself.  Several  clauses, 
how  beneficial  soever  to  the  subject,  which 
touched  on  their  profit,  were  left  out  by  the 
Commons.  But,  wlmt  fault  soever  the  Lords 
might  have  found  with  these  alterations, yet,  to 
avoid  nil  disputes  with  the  Commons,  they 
agreed  to  their  Amendments. 

There  w ns  another  general  complaint  made 
of  the  private  acts  of  parliament,  that  passed 
through  both  Houses  too  easily,  and  in  so  great 
n number,  that  it  took  up  a great  part  of  -the 
session  to  examine  them,  even  in  that  cursory 
way,  that  was  subject  to  many  incouvcnienciea. 
Tin*  fees,  that  were  paid  for  these  t-i  ti  e speak- 
ers and  clerks  of  both  Houses,  inclined  them  to 
favour  and  promote  them.  The  lord  Somers 
therefore  proposed  a proper  regulation  in  that 
matter.  The  lord  keeper  Cotvper  did  indeed 
very  generously  obstruct  those  private  bills,  as 
much  as  his  predecessor  Wright  ii:u!  promoted 
them.  He  did  another  thii  g of  a great  exam- 
ple : On  the  first  day  of  the  year,  it  became  a 
custom  for  all  those,  who  practiced  in  chancery, 
to  offer  a ucw  year’s  gift  to  the  lord,  who  had 
the  great  «enl.  These  grew  to  be  so  consider- 
able, that  they  amounted  to  \JjOQl.  a year.  On 
the  new  years  day  of  this  year,  which  w:w  his 
first,  he  signified  to  nil  those,  who,  according  to 
custom,  were  expected  to  come  w ith  their  pre- 
sents, that  he  would  receive  none,  but  would 
break  that  custom,  lie  thought  it  looked  like 
the  insinuating;  themselves  into  the  favour  of 
the  court ; and  that,  if  it  was  not  bribery,  yd 
it  caine  too  near  it,  and  looked  too  like  it.  This 
contributed  not  n little  to  the  raising  his  cha- 
racter; nnd  lie  managed  the  court  of  chancery 
with  impartial  justice  and  great  dispatch,  and 
was  very  useful  to  the  House  of  Lords  in  Uic 
promoting  of  business. 

A Hill  fur  the  Encouragemeitt  of  Seamen.] 
There  were  also  some  regulations  made  this 
session  about  Seamen,  which  were  inserted  in 
a Bill  for  the  Encouragement  and  Increase  of 
Seamen.  This  bill  was  brought  in,  because 
ab'-ut  12,000  sailors  were  wanted  at  this  time 
to  roan  the  fleet,  nnd  was  perfected  and  passed 
both  Houses  in  four  days.  The  Resolutions  in 
the  Bill  were  as  follow;  1.  “ That,  in  order  to 
the  speedy  and  more  complent  manning  of  her 
majesty’s  navy  for  the  year  1700,  the  justices  of 
the  peace  and  other  civil  magistrates  through- 
out the  several  c«Kinties,  ridings,  cities,  towns, 
and  places,  within  the  kingdom  of  England, 
dominion  of  Wales,  and  town  of  Berwick  upon 
Tweed,  be  irnpowered  and  directed  forthwith 
to  make,  or  cause  to  be  made,  strict  and  dili- 
gent search  fur  all  such  senmen,  or  sea-faring 
men,  as  lie  bid,  and  are  not  in  her  majesty’* 
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service.  2.  That  the  justices,  and  other  civil 
magistrates,  do  take  up,  send,  conduct,  and 
convoy,  or  cause  to  be  taken  up,  sent,  con- 
ducted, and  conveyed,  all  such  seamen  or  sea- 
faring men,  to  be  delivered  to  such  persons,  as 
shall  be  appointed  to  receive  the  same.  3. 
That  a penalty  be  inflicted  upon  every  person, 
who  shall  presume  to  harbour  or  conceal  such 
seamen  or  sea-faring  men.  4.  That  a re- 
ward be  given  to  every  person,  who  shall  dis- 
cover and  take  up  such  seamen  or  sen-faring 
men,  as  aforesaid,  the  same  to  be  distributed 
and  paid  to  every  such  discoverer  or  person,  so 
taking  up  such  seameo  or  sen-faring  men  re- 
spectively, out  of  the  money  given  lor  the  ser- 
vice of  the  navy.  5.  That  conduct-money  be 
allowed  for  conveying  and  subsisting  such  sea- 
men and  sea-faring  men,  according  to  the  pre- 
sent usage  of  the  navy.  6.  That,  for  the  en- 
couragement of  the  service,  every  seaman,  who 
shall  be  turned  over  from  one  ship  to  another, 
shall  be  paid  his  wages  which  shall  appear  to 
he  clue  to  him  in  the  ship,  from  which  he  was 
turned  over,  before  such  ship,  to  which  he  shall 
be  turned  over,  go  to  sea,  either  in  money,  or 
by  a ticket,  which  shall  iutitlc  him  to  an  im- 
mediate payment.  7.  That  such  able-bodied 
landmen,  who  are  liable  to  be  raised  lor  the 
recruiting  her  majesty’s  land-forces  and  ma- 
rines, be  raised  for  the  service,  in  the  like  man- 
ner, and  delivered  to  such  persons,  who  shall 
be  appointed  to  receive  the  same.”  And  they 
ordered,  “ That  the  committee,  to  whom  the 
Hill  for  tise  Encouragement  and  Increase  of 
Seamen,  and  for  the  belli  r and  speedier  man- 
ning he  r majesty’s  fleet,  and  for  making  provi- 
sion for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  all  such, 
as  shall  be  slain  or  drowned  in  her  majesty's 
service,  and  for  the  support  of  trade,  was  com- 
mitted, have  power  to  receive  a clause  or 
clauses  pursuant  to  these  Resolutions:  And  that 
it  be  au  instruction  to  the  committee,  that  they 
have  power  to  receive  a clause  for  discharging 
of  such  seamen,  and  other  insolvent  persons, 
as  are  in  prison  for  debt,  and  delivering  them 
into  her  majesty’s  service  on  board  the  fleet.” 

Cout plaint  against  Sir  Rowland  G Wynne's 
Letter  to  the  Earl  of  Stamford^  for  bringing 
over  the  Princess  Sophia,]  March  8.  A Com- 
plaint was  made  to  the  House  of  Commons  of 
a printed  pamphlet  entitled,  “ A Letter  from 
sir  Rowland  G wynne  to  the  right  honourable 
the  earl  of  Stamford  w Inch  was  read  at  the 
table,  and  some  of  die  most  remarkable  pas- 
sages arc  as  follow  : 

“ My  lord,  I did  long  since  receive  the  let- 
ter your  lordship  was  pleased  to  honour  me 
with,  of  the  9th  of  November ; and  have  hi- 
ther delayed  returning  any  answer  to  it,  that  I 
might  with  more  deliberation  tell  you  my 
thoughts  upon  a matter  of  so  great  importance. 

“ I did  also  expect,  that  some  fiends  would 
have  discovered  to  us  the  wicked  designs  you 
suspected  to  he  hid  under  the  advice  to  the 
queen,  to  invite  the  electoress  over  into  Eng- 
land; and  shewed  us  belter  reasons  than  1 have 
yet  seen,  why  they  were  not  for  it.  But  I 


must  own,  that  I am  hitherto  at  a loss  in  this 
matter,  aud  not  a little  surprized  to  see  them 
act  so  coolrary  to  the  opinion  they  were 
formerly  of. 

44  The  occasion  of  my  last  letter  to  your 
lordship,  was  to  communicate  to  you  a Letter* 
wrir  by  the  electoress  to  my  lord  archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  in  answer  to  one  that  her  royal 
highness  had  received  from  his  grace ; wherein 
she  thought  fit  to  declare  her  respect  for  die 
queeu’s  majesty,  and  the  good  intentions  she 
hath  always  had  for  the  good  of  England.  Her 
royal  highness  being  informed,  from  several 
persons  of  credit,  that  her  good  inclinations 
for  the  queen  and  the  nation,  were  raisrepie*  1 
sen  ted  ; some  having  reported,  that  she  did 
not  think  of  England;  others  that  she  ought 
give  a rise  to  intrigues  against  the  queen  and 
the  public,  it  site  came  thither : She  thought 
herself  therefore  obliged  to  declare  to  my  lord 
archbishop  and  otheis  she  wrote  to,  and  aUo  I 

* The  following  is  a copy  of  the  said  Letter : 

A Lltter  from  her  royal  highness,  the  Princess 
Sophia,  Klectress  of  Brunswick  and  Lnnen- 
burgh,  to  his  grace  the  Archbishop  of  Can- 
terbury. 

“ My  lord  ; I received  your  grace’s  letter; 

* * * You  have  no  reason  to  make  any  excuse 
that  you  have  not  writ  to  me  more  often . For 
I do  not  judge  of  people’s  friendship  for  me, 
by  the  good  words  they  give  me,  but  1 depeud 
upon  your  integrity,  and  what  you  tell  me,  m 
general,  of  the  honest  men  of  England. 

“ I desire  no  further  assurance  of  their  good 
will  and  affection  to  me,  unless  they  thiok  it 
necessary  for  the  good  of  the  Protestant  reli- 
gion, the  public  liberties  of  Europe,  and  the 
people  of  England. 

41  I thank  God  I am  in  good  health,  and  live 
in  quiet,  aud  with  content  here  : Therefore  1 
have  no  reason  to  desire  to  change  my  way  of 
living,  on  the  account  of  any  personal  satisfac- 
tion that  I can  propose  to  myself. 

“ However,  1 am  ready  and  willing  to  com- 
ply with  whatever  can  be  desired  of  me,  by  ray 
friends,  in  case  that  the  parliament  think,  that 
it  is  for  the  good  of  the  kingdom,  to  invite  me 
into  England. 

44  Out  I suppose  they  will  do  this  in  such  a 
manner,  as  willsmake  my  coming  agreeable  to 
the  queen,  whom  I shall  ever  honour,  and  en- 
deavour to  deserve  her  favour ; of  which  she 
hath  given  me  mauy  public  public  deraoosira- 
turns,  by  what  she  hath  done  for  me  in  England 
and  Scotland,  which  you  can  judge  of  more 
particularly:  And  1 most  remember  that  she 

ordered  ine  to  be  prayed  for  in  the  churches. 

**  I doubt  not,  but  her  majesty  is  as  much  in- 
clined at  present,  to  establish  the  safety  of  the 
three  kingdoms  upon  such  a foot,  that  they 
may  be  exposed  to  the  least  liazard  that  is  pos- 
sible, and  that  she  will  begin  with  England. 

44  Mr.  How  has  acquainted  me  with  her  ma- 
jesty’s good  inclinations  for  my  family  ; which 
makes  me  think,  that,  perhaps  her  majesty  sect 
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to  tell  tlit  duke  of  Marlborough  and  the  earl  of 
Sunderland,  when  they  were  here,  that  she 
would  always  most  sincerely  maintain  a true 
friendship  with  the  queen  : and  also  be  ready 
to  comply  with  the  desires  of  the  nation  in 
whatever  depends  upon  her,  though  she  should 
haiard  her  person  in  passing  the  seas,  if  they 
thought  it  necessary  towards  the  establishment 
of  tbe  Protestant  succession,  and  for  the  good 
of  the  kingdom  ; But  that,  in  the  mean  time, 
she  lived  in  great  quiet  and  content  there, 
(wstlmut  meddling  with  parties  or  cabals)  and 
left  it  to  the  queen  and  parliament  to  do  what- 
em  they  should  think  fit. 

u I did  therefore  believe  I should  please  your 
lordship  by  sending  you  so  desirable  a declara- 
tion, by  recommending  you  as  a fit  person  to 
\k  consulted  upon  it,  and  by  entreating  you  to 
communicate  it  to  our  friends,  being  well  as- 
wrrd  of  your  seal  for  the  Protestant  succes- 
fcoo,  and  friendship  for  me.  But  I was  very 
much  surprised  when  I found,  by  your  answer, 
that  you  did  attribute  her  royal  highness’s  de- 
cbratwo,  which  was  so  necessary  in  itself,  to 
fue  artifices  of  the  Jacobites. 

w What,  my  lord,  would  you  then  be  pleased 
that  t he  electors  should  not  think  of  Eng- 
land, and  that  the  people  should  believe  so  ? 
or  that  she  would  countenance  cabals  against 
die  queen?  Or  ought  one  to  be  called  a Ja- 
cobite for  undeceiving  the  world  of  so  gross  and 
•iclcd  a misrepresentation  ? The  electoress 
loth  been  often  desired  to  declare,  that  she 
»as  willing  to  come  into  England;  but  she 
i**er  thought  fit  to  give  any  answer  to  it,  fur- 
ther than  she  submitted  herself  and  family  to 
the  pleasure  of  the  queen  and  parliament, 
till  she  was  pressed  to  declare,  Tliat  she  would 
out  approve  of  the  motion  to  be  invited  to  come 
o'er.  This  was  such  advice  that  it  gave  her 
jmt  reason  to  suspect,  that  there  were  some  se- 
cret designs  against  the  succession,  or  at  least 
tttidmg  to  alienate  the  affections  of  the  people 
from  her  person  : And  this  was  a further  rea- 

this  is  4 proper  time  for  her  to  express  herself 
m our  favour.  But  whether  I am  right  in  this 
porot  or  nor,  my  friends  in  England  can  best 
judge. 

“ ft  is  but  reasonable  that  I should  submit 
myself  to  their  opinions  and  advice.  • And  I 
dvpend  most  upon  what  your  grace  shall  ad- 
which  will  ever  have  the  greatest  weight 
*>di  me. 

* Therefore  I write  the  more  plainly  to  you, 
^ tell  you  my  thoughts,  that  you  may  com- 
•■oeate  them  to  all  you  think  fit.  For  they 
*ill  then  see  that  I have  great  xeal  for  the  good 
°f  England,  and  a most  sincere  respect  fur  the 
S«een. 

This  is  the  best  proof  that  I can  give,  at 
present,  of  my  esteem  for  your  grace.  But  I 
*iiall  be  glad  of  further  opportunities  to  assure 
.,0Q>  that  I am,  and  shall  ever  be  most  sincerc- 
‘J>  njloid,  vostre  tr£s  affectionof  ifvous  servir, 
Sophie,  Electrice.’’ 
/farmer,  Nov.  3,  1705. 
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son  for  the  declaration  she  made,  that  she 
might  not  be  misrepresented. 

“ Your  lordship  farther  tells  me.  That  you 
will  not  dip  in  any  thing  of  this  kind,  (1  use 
your  own  words,  that  I may  not  mistake  your 
meaning)  which  tends,  in  your  lordship’s  opinion^ 
to  set  up  two  courts  in  England,  in  opposition* 
to  each  other?  Did  1 propose  any  thing  to 
your  lordship  but  to.  do  justice  to  truth  by 
making  kuown  to  our  friends  her  royal  high- 
ness’s good  intentions?  And  can  you  complain 
of  me  for  desiring  u thing  so  just  in  itself,  and 
which  every  houest  man  ought  to  do  ? How 
then  can  your  lordship  imagine,  that  this  tends 
to  set  up  two  courts  in  opposition  to  each 
other?  It  is  plain,  by  the  electoress’s  Declara- 
tion, that  she  bath  said  nothing  therein,  either 
to  desire  her  being  invited  over,  or  to  hinder 
it ; but  she  leaves  all  to  the  queen  and  parlia- 
ment. 1 told  you  this,  and  you  seemed  to  take 
it  ill,  or  at  least  otherwise  than  1 intended  it.— 
Whoever  did  represent  this  to  your  lordship  as 
a thing  that  may  disturb  our  present  quiet  and 
future  pedee,  must  be  an  enemy  to  both. 

“ Do  you  think,  my  lord,  that  the  electoress 
ought  to  declare,  That  she  would  not  come 
into  England  ? or  that  she  herself  should  ob- 
struct any  invitation  that  the  queen  and  the 
parliament  may  give  her  ? This  might  be  taken 
as  an  abdication  of  her  right  to  the  succession. 
But  I can  assure  your  lordship,  that  she  will 
not  betray  the  trust  and  confidence  the  people 
of  England  have  reposed  in  her,  nor  injure  her 
family.  It  is  true  that  she  is  much  advanced 
in  year*,  and,  according  to  the  course  of  na- 
ture, may  not  live  long  ; but  the  elector  and 
prince-electoral  have  many  years  to  come,  in  all 
appearance,  and  have  virtues  that  deserve  the 
crown  of  England,  whenever  it  shall  please  God 
that  the  reversion  shall  come  to  them.  Can 
you  approve  such  advice?  Or  can  you  think 
the  authors  of  it  friends  to  her,  or  her  family, 
or,  which  is  more,  friends  to  England  ? Must 
we  say,  that  those  who  speak  agaimt  her,  ore 
her  friends  ; and  those  who  speak  for  her,  are 
her  enemies?  This  seems  to  me  to  change  the 
name  and  nature  of  things. 

u When  your  lordship  considers  what  I have 
said,  and  reflects  upon  it  in  vour  heart,  1 doubt 
not,  but  you  will  see  that  you  have  been  im- 
posed upon  by  those  who  arc  Jacobites  them- 
selves in  their  hearts,  or  something  worse,  if 
it  be  possible,  and  certainly  design  to  suhiert 
the  Protestant  succession  established  by  law,  or 
so  to  weaken  it,  that  it  may  depend  upon  ac- 
cidents, or  upon  the  humour  and  interest  of 
particular  men : For  none  hut  such  can  have 
the  malice  to  invent,  and  insinuate  to  others, 
that  the  presence  of  the  successor  is  dangerous. 
This  is  a thing  that  hath  not  been  heard  of  in 
other  countries,  and  is  direcilv  against  common 
sense.  This  is  a new  paradox,  which  cannot 
be  conceived  in  England,  by  any  but  those, 
who  are  very  weak,  or  corrupted.  We  ought 
to  maintain  the  contrary;  since  we  know  that 
we  hove  secret  and  dangerous  enemies  at  home, 
and  an  irreconcilable  and  powerful  enemy 


;)Ogle 
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abroad,  who  may  have  both  the  will  and  power 
to  hinder  the  passage  and  establishment  of  the 
successor,  at  the  time  when  it  may  be  most  ne- 
cessary ; and  totally  thereby  to  subvert  our 
constitution,  if  it  does  not  please  God  once 
more,  to  preserve  us  by  his  manifest  provi- 
dence. 

u You  go  on,  my  lord,  and  desire  that  I 
would  advise  the  electuress  to  take  care  that 
she  is  not  imposed  upon  by  the  Jacobites : But 
this  caution  is  very  unnecessary  ; for  I can 
assure  you  that  her  royal  highness  does  not  con- 
sult them  in  any  thing,  and  much  less  will  she 
do  it  in  what  relates  to  the  succession : For  if 
she  did,  she  must  act  against  the  rules  of  good 
reason  and  sense.  You  may  say  that  they  are 
Jacobites  who  give  these  advices:  But  her 
royal  highness  did  not  want  any  advice  to  express 
and  declare  herself,  a9  she  hath  done,  in  a , 
manner  so  suitable' to  her  former  conduct.  If  we 
will  suppose  that  this  proceeds  from  the  Jaco- 
bites, we  must,  at  least,  thiuk  that  it  is  for  their 
interest. 

“ But  can  you  believe,  my  lord,  thJU  it  is,  in  ! 
any  manner,  for  their  interest  to  persuade  the 
Protestant  successor  to  declare  her  esteem  aod 
affection  for  the  queen  and  nation  ? And  yet 
this  is  all  that  her  royal  highucss  hath  ex- 
ressed  in  her  letter  to  the  lord  archbishop, 
uch  Jacobites  must  be  very  silly,  and  not  to 
be  feared,  who  should  advise  that  which  must 
destroy  all  their  hopes.  For  the  electoress’s 
declaration  was  to  take  off  all  the  groundless 
suspicions,  to  unite  all  honest  men,  and  to  se- 
cure our  constitution  : And  therefore  your  lord- 
ship,  and  all  our  friends,  ought  to  have  desired 
htr  royal  highness  to  explain  herself  after  this 
manner:  and  all  that  wish  well  to  their  coun- 
ty ought  to  thank  her  for  having  done  it. 

“ We  Whigs  would  have  been  formerly  very  | 
glad  to  have  seen  such  a declaration  from  her 
royal  highness.  I pray  then,  my  lord,  judge 
what  opinion  the  clectorcss  ought  to  have  at 
present,  of  our  steadiness  ami  principles,  if 
she  should  receive  advice  from  us,  so  contrary  to 
what  she  ought  to  have  expected.  But  I do  not 
apply  this  to  this  your  lordship  : For  l am 
persuaded  that  you  will  be  one  of  the  first 
that  will  quit  this  mistake,  and  condemn  the 
strange  notions  that  have  been  imposed  upon 
you  by  others. 

“ We  have  been  proud  to  say,  that  the 
House  of  Hanover,  the  people  of  England,  and 
our  posterity,  were  most  obliged  to  the  Whigs, 
next  to  the  king,  for  settling  the  succession 
upon  that  most  serene  House:  And  how  much 
should  we  be  to  be  blamed,  if  we  should  lose 
this  merit,  by  parting  with  our  principles,  that 
were  so  well  grounded  upon  honour,  and  the 
public  good  ; and  by  destroying  the  work  of 
our  own  hand,  for  a base  and  uncertain 
interest ; or  for  a blind  obedience  to  those,  who 
lead  others  where  they  please,  and  yet  are  led 
themselves  by  their  potions,  or  imaginary  pros- 
pects, of  which  they  may  be  disappointed  ? For 
if  they  hope  to  get  into  favour  by  such  methods, 
they  cannot  be  long  serviceable  nor  preserve 


1 the  favour  they  seek  ; for  they  will  soon  be 
[ cast  off',  when  it  is  Ibunff  that  they  hire  lost  the 
I esteem  and  affretion  of  the  people,  by  their 
weak  or  mercenary  conduct.  They  cannot  d i 
any  thing  th.it  will  better  please  their  enemies : 
for,  while  they  think  to  keep  down  the  Tone* 
by  a majority,  and  oppose  them,  even  in  tilings 
so  reasonable  and  just;  they  will  raise  tlrerr 
reputation,  instead  of  lessening  it.  If  odien 
think  fit  to  quit  their  principles,  yet  I will  never 
part  with  mine ; for  l am  still  of  the  same  opi- 
nion that  the  best  Englishmen  professed  them- 
selves to  be  of,  in  the  lute  king's  time;  and 
I find  no  reason  for  any  honest  man  to 
change. 

“ I am  sorry  for  those  who  suffer  themselves 
to  he  imposed  upon  ; but  they  who  have  wicked 
designs,  may  one  day  repent  of  them.  And  I 
will  be  bold  to  say,  that  they  must  either  plunge 
the  nation  in  the  greatest  confusion  to  make 
it  unable  to  punish  them  ; or  that  they  will  be 
answerable  for  the  dangers  into  which  they  are 
like  to  bring  it.  Those  who  betray  their  coun- 
try, will  have  little  satisfaction  or  assurance  of 
enjoying  their  hoped-for  advantage,  which  will 
be  embittered  by  their  guilt  and  the  perpetual  ap- 
prehensions they  will  have ; and  nothing  but  a 
timely  deatli  can  deliver  them  from  bem; 
punished  as  they  deserve  ; whether  the  nation 
continues  to  flourish,  and  escapes  the  des^'.i 
laid  to  enslave  if,  or  whether  it  be  ruined  by 
popery  and  tyranny;  which  may  happen  by 
their  artful  conduct  in  making  us  neglect  onr 
own  safety.  For  if  tvrnuny  and  popery  pre- 
vail, many  of  them  will  suffer  under  the  French 
and  Jacobite  cruelties,  which  will  not  bele*s 
than  those  we  have  read  of  in  queen  Marc* 
lime ; and  they,  that  may  think  themselves  tbe 
most  secure  among  us,  will  be  happy  if  they  can 
save  only  their  lives. 

“ So  terrible  a revolution  is,  perhaps,  more 
to  he  apprehended,  than  people  think.  But 
if  it  does  not  happen  at  present,  yet  it  aw? 
come  to  pass,  even  in  the  life-time  of  those 
who  believe  they  may  contribute  toward*  it 
with  impunity,  They  themselves  may  led 
those  miseries  which  they  would  carry  down  W 
posterity,  and  even  to  their  own  children,  if 
they  have  any  ; and  this  only  to  satisfy  their 
own  present  passions,  at  the  ex  pence  of  their 
country,  and  contrary  to  their  duty  both  to 
God  and  man. 

“ These,  my  lord,  are  the  sentiments  and 
measures  that  are  wicked  in  themselves,  ond 
that  we  ought  to  abhor;  and  rot  the  thought* 
of  endeavouring  better  to  secure  the  Protestant 
succession,  by  having  the  next  heir  of  the 
crown  in  the  kingdom.  But  your  lordship 
told,  that  the  coming  of  the  electoress  into 
England,  will  set  up  two  courts,  that  will  op* 
pose  each  other.  I cannot  conceive  how  any 
body  could  tell  you  such  a thing,  or  what 
colour  they  could  hnve  for  so  base  an  insinua- 
tion. 

u For  the  elcctoross  declares,  1 That  she 
will  be  entirely  united  with  tbe  queen;  aod  that 
all  those,  who  imagine  she  will  countenance 
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aof  intrigues  against  her  majesty,  "ill  be  very 
much  deceived  in  their  expectation*.'  Yet, 
itoutihstandinir,  it  seems  there  are  some  peo- 
ple, who  endeavour  to  persuade  your  lordship, 
rial  even  this  sincere  declaration  tends  to  raise 
tonfuuoa.  Is  not  this,  in  plain  terms,  to  con- 
tradict what  the  electoress  hath  said,  ami  to 
put  an  affront  upon  this  great  princess,  and 
vwiurdstiip,  as  well  as  upon  all  others,  who 
Lire  Jud  the  honpur  to  converse  with  her  royal 
ht^ioess,  and  must  have  done  her  justice, 
lie  world  knows  tiiat  she  is  a princess,  whose 
natural  temper  is  generous,  and  obliging,  and 
voerre,  nnd  of  a public  spirit.  Are  not  you, 
ay  lord,  then  obliged  as  much  ns  any  man  liv- 
ing, boldly  to  contradict  these  malicious  cnluin- 
aies  which  you  know  to  be  false,  to  set  them 
right  who  are  mis-informed,  and  to  oppose 
who  endeavour  to  impose  upon  others? 

'•  But  let  us  suppose  what  you  say,  and  al- 
low, that  (contrary  to  all  appearance)  discon- 
tented or  ill  men  may  impose  upon  the  elec- 
tors good- nature,  and  incline  her  to  do  such 
tLiugs,  as  may  displease  the  queen.  What 
hurt  caa  that  do  ? since  her  royal  highness's 
coun  can  have  no  power  in  England,  and  must 
he  subject  to  the  queen's  court,  who  is  the 
sovereign.  1 will  not  touch  upon  things  that 
have  passed  in  our  time,  and  cohfirm  what  I 
say.  So  that  it  is  most  absurd,  to  make  peo- 
ple kheve,  that  this  pretended  opposition  of 
two  courts,  can  bring  us  into  so  great  dan- 
gers, as  those  we  may  avoid,  by  having  the 
fotfttani  heir  in  the  kingdom.  Let  us,  in  the 
«*o  Ume,  examine  these  pretences,  bow  ab- 
fird  soever.  If  we  will  keep  the  next  Protes- 
ts heir  at  a distance,  it  must  be  allowed  to 
he  grounded  upon  two  suppositions;  First,  that 
tke  queen  is  against  the  electoress's  coming 
over;  and  secondly,  that  her  being  in  England 
during  the  queen’s  life,  is  a thing  ill  in  itself. 

“These  two  propositions  are  wicked  and 
criminal  \n  themselves : for  to  say,  that  the 
<paen  would  take  away,  from  the  presumptive 
heir,  the  r.ght  of  coming  into  England,  is  to 
cast  a great  reflection  upon  her  majesty,  and 
to  create  a misunderstanding  between  her  ma- 
ty, ami  the  person  in  the  world  she  ought  to 
roost  united  with.. 

“ But  to  maintain,  That  the  electoress’s  be- 
in  England,  is  ill  in  itself;  one  must  de- 
<■**  himself  to  be  of  a most  ridiculous,  or  of  a 
®°st  malicious  opinion.  For  either  it  must  be 
* general  rule,  that  the  successor  must  be 
“••■Ji  kept  out  of  the  kiugdoin  : Or,  it  must 
U supposed,  that  the  peopje  have  just  reason 
to  entertain  some  just  notion  in  prejudice  to 
^ectaress.  But  the  general  rule  is,  abso- 
not  to  be  maintained,  There  is  neither 
h*  nor  example  to  justify  it.  For  if  it  were 
then  her  majesty,  when  princess  of  Den- 
’asflt,  must  have  been  sent  out  of  the  kingdom; 

7*t  no  man  ever  pretended  to  broach  so 
^•torous  an  opinion.  And  all  the  world 
l30*S  that  the  elcctoress  may  come  over 
*kei»e?er  she  pleases  without  being  invited. 

‘ * wise  princes  and  governments,  that  have 
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had  a succession,  have  ever  thought,  that  the 
securing  of  that  succession,  wav  a present  and 
great  security  to  the  public  safety;  without 
considering  whether  there  should  ari-e  any  real 
or  imaginary  disputes  between  the  sovereign 
and  the  next  heir. 

“ And  I also  hope  that  our  friends  will  never 
pretend  to  have  any  reason  to  insinuate,  that 
they  ought  to  have  any  jealousies  of  the  elec- 
toress,  as  to  her  own  person.  For  people  must 
be  very  malicious  to  say,  or  very  ill  informed 
to  believe,  that  she  is  weak  or  disaffected,  that 
she  loves  divisions,  or  that  intriguing  persons 
can  manage  and  turn  her  at  their  pleasure.' 
You  know,  my  lord,  that  she  is  influitely 
above  these  characters.  That  she  is  wise,  and 
hath  the  greatest  tenderness  in  the  world  for 
her  relations,  and  particularly  for  her  majesty. 
That  she  is  charitable  to  all  men,  a friend  to 
English  liberty  ; and  so  knowing,  that  she  can- 
not be  easily  imposed  upon.  All  those  who 
are  acquainted  with  her,  ought  to  believe,  that 
the  queen  would  be  well  pleased  w ith  her  agree- 
able temper  and  conversation.  Her  moderate 
behaviour  hitherto  ought  to  assure  us  of  the 
continuance  of  it  for  the  time  to  come.  Her 
quiet  temper,  her  zeal  for  our  preservation, 
and  her  esteem  for  the  queen,  have  made  her 
not  comply  with  the  advice  of  some,  who  call- 
ed themselves  Whigs ; which  might  have  given 
offence,  if  she  had  followed  them. 

“ If,  after  all  this,  people  can  think,  that 
her  presence  in  England  can  be  any  prejudice 
to  the  queen  or  kingdom,  they  must  be  very 
ungrateful.  And  it  is  no  less  injurious  to  her 
character  to  misrepresent  the  publishing  a 
Letter,  that  was  so  judiciously  writ,  and  so 
necessary,  at  this  time,  to  suppress  these 
groundless  reports.  This  letter,  which  I sent 
to  your  lordship,  was  only  to  confirm  what  she 
had  said  to  Mr.  Howe,  who  is  the  first  of  the 
queen's  ministers  that  have  come  to  this  court, 
that  hath  owned  he  had  orders  to  declare  to 
her  royal  highness  the  queen's  good  intention, 
further  to  secure  the  succession  in  her  royal 
highness's  family.  So  tliat  nobody  can  say, 

| that  she  hath  done  any  thing  at  present,  but 
what  came  from  the  queen  herself. 

**  It  also  appears,  that  it  is  a most  skilful  and 
j malicious  contrivance  of  some,  to  cry  out,  Jaco- 
bitism ; ns  soon  as  any  body  they  do  not  like, 
speaks  of  inviting  over  the  presumptive  heir. 
Those  who  are  sincerely  for  so  proper  a method 
\ to  secure  the  succession,  ought  to  take  the  ad- 
vantage of  joining  in  this  point  with  all  who- 
ever are  for  it,  let  their  character  be  what  it 
will.  For  when  men  mean  well,  they  will 
thoroughly  pursue  their  point,  and  consider  the 
nature  of  things  as  they  really  are  in  them- 
selves. If  those  whom  you  suspected  to  have 
had  wicked  designs,  were  not  sincere  in  shewing 
their  zeal  to  invite  the  presumptive  heir,  we 
ought  to  have  taken  them  at  their  word  ; and 
by  this  means  they  had  been  punished  as  they 
deserved,  by  being  catchcd  in  their  own  snare. 
Then  the  crown  might  have  been  joined  with 
the  church,  in  an  excellent  address  to  the 
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queen,  and  both  voted  out  of  danger.  May  the 
judgment,  honour  and  candour  of  our  friends, 
never  be  called  in  question  by  our  own,  and 
oilier  nations ; for  their  very  visible  mistake,  in 
losing  this  great,  and,  perhaps,  irrecoverable, 
opportunity  they  had  to  oblige  their  country 
for  ever. 

“ If  the  motion  to  invite  the  Successor  could 
be  of  uny  use  to  the  Jacobites,  it  must  be  be- 
cause it  was  not  received.  Ought  a good 
thing  to  be  disapproved,  because  a man  I sus- 
pect, or  do  not  love,  proposes  it?  If  we  main- 
tain this  position,  we  shall  put  it  into  the  power 
of  the  Jacobites,  to  hinder  any  good  resolution 
we  can  desire  to  take;  for  it  will  be  enough,  if 
any  one  we  call  a Jacobite,  seems  to  agree 
with  us.  It  is  a shame  that  we  should  be  im- 
posed upon  by  such  weak  and  malicious  no- 
tions. 

“ In  short,  to  oppose  the  further  securing  of 
the  Protestant  Succession,  is  to  act  directly  for 
the  Jacobites;  and  to  hinder  the  Successor’s 
coming  into  England,  is  to  oppose  the  further 
securing  of  the  succession,  in  my  humble  opi- 
nion. The  succession  and  England  are  in 
great  danger  from  the  present  conjuncture  of 
affairs.  The  success  of  the  present  war,  which 
is,  as  yet,  very  uncertain,  will  hnve  the  greatest 
influence  on  this  subject.  Our  constitution 
does  not  allow  of  a standing  army  in  time  of 
peace,  though  we  have  a formidable  neighbour, 
who  hath  always  a will,  power  and  pretences  to 
surprise  us,  whether  we  are  in  peace  or  war 
with  him,  if  wc  are  not  ever  upon  our  guard: 
And  he  aims  at  no  less,  than  to  subvert  our  reli- 
gion, liberty  and  property. 

“ Under  such  circumstances,  we  ought  to 
think  of  all  possible  means  to  secure  ourselves 
against  a deluge  of  bh>od,  and  an  universal 
confusion.  The  subversion  of  our  constitution 
is  much  to  be  apprehended;  if  it  should  so  un- 
fortunately fall  out,  that  there  should  be  a de- 
mise; and  the  successor,  being  absent,  should 
not  be  in  a condition  to  pass  the  seas,  while  the 
enemy  may  have  time  to  prevent  all  our  good 
measures.  It  is  certain,  that  those,  who  are 
not  sensible  of  the  consequences,  that  may  at- 
tend our  negligence,  and  the  malice  of  our  ene- 
mies, on  such  an  occasion ; must  either  be  cor- 
rupted, or  very  indifferent,  as  to  the  safety  of 
their  country. 

tl  Therefore  it  is  necessary,  that  the  presump- 
tive heir  should  be  always  established  in  Eng- 
land *.  And  it  would  be  better  husbandry,  to 
make  an  honourable  provision  for  him  suitable 
to  what  was  settled  i:J  the  late  reigns  ; than  to 
be  at  the  charge  of  a w ar,  to  recover  his  right, 
and  our  own  liberties,  from  the  dangers  which 
they  then  may  be  in.  'I  bis  may  save  us  great 
sums,  which  we  may  be  obliged  to  lay  out,  to 
bring  him  over;  and  yet,  perhaps,  we  may  not 
liave  the  success  we  «lesire. 

u We  may  well  remember,  that  the  nation 
paid  600,000/.  for  the  expcnce  of  the  prince  of 
Orange's  Expedition  to  deliver  us  from  the 
danger  our  own  folly  had  brought  us  into  : And 
yet  it  was  a hundred  to  one,  that  lie  succeeded. 


though  so  many  men  of  quality  and  interest, 
both  in  church  and  state,  did  appear  for  him. 
But  the  expense  of  money  is  the  least  evil  that 
our  negligence  may  briug  upon  us : Since  cur 
religion,  lives,  and  liberties,  and  all  are  atsukr. 

“ Your  lordship  further  says,  that  the  Court 
was  threatened  last  sessions  with  this  motion, 
and  dared  with  it  ever  since  the  parliament  wtu 
chose;  and  that  it  is  your  opinion,  that  the 
electoress  should  not  give  any  further  counte- 
nance to  it.  I use  your  lordship’s  own  words, 
and  do  assure  you,  that  the  electoress  hath  not 
meddled  with,  nor  countenanced  any  design 
otherwise  than  appears  in  her  letter  to  my  lord 
archbishop;  having  had  no  knowledge  of  what 
was  to  be  proposed  in  her  favour  before  the 
motion  was  made.  But  6ince  you  had  such 
early  notice  of  this  design,  I do  the  more  wondti 
that  this  motion  was  not  made  by  those  who 
belonged  to  the  Court : Since  it  is  most  mani- 
festly for  her  majesty's  interest,  as  well  as  that 
of  the  nation,  that  the  presumptive  heir  should 
be  established  in  England. 

“ You  could  not  then  have  had  a pretence  to 
complain,  that  it  came  from  men  you  did  nd 
like ; and  we  have  no  reason  to  think  that  it 
would  not  have  been  agreeable  to  the  queen,  ti 
the  whole  matter  had  laid  before  her  majesty, 
who  does  every  thing  that  can  be  advi sed  foe 
the  good  of  Europe  and  of  her  own  subjects, 
It  is  a strange  notion,  to  think,  that  the  pre- 
sence of  the  Successor  can  ruin  the  succession, 
And  it  is  very  unlikely,  and  not  to  be  supposed, 
that  the  successor  (at  least  any  of  those  *« 
have  in  this  family,  who  have  a true  reaped 
and  love  for  the  queen,  and  true  honour  and 
virtue  in  themselves)  will  ever  be  a cause  oi 
confusion  iu  England,  by  his  presence;  tbu 
must  be  invented  by  those,  who  ought  to  be  « 
much  suspected  as  any,  by  all,  who  are  fur  ffe 
Piotestam  Snccession:  And  it  carries  so  much 
malice  and  wild-fire  in  it,  that  I am  afraid  to 
touch  it  auy  more. 

tl  As  to  the  other  methods  proposed  by  the 
House  of  Lords,  for  the  better  securing  ol  ibe 
Succession  : though  I have  all  the  deferent* 
in  the  world  for  their  lordships,  as  well  as  W 
the  honourable  House  of  Commons ; ye*  I 
am  persuaded,  with  great  submission,  that  the 
parliament  will  yet  think  such  measures  not 
sufficient  for  these  ends,  and  will,  in  time,  con- 
sider of  others  more  effectual.  We  hear  Iroo 
England,  That  the  laws  have  beeen  considered 
which  relate  to  the  administration  of  the  go- 
vernment, in  case  a demise  should  happen  du- 
ring the  absence  of  the  successor ; aud  that 
they  are  found  defective.  This  may  well  b*i 
for  neither  our  ancestors  or  we  did  ever  raw* 
gine,  that  any  good  Englishman  would  oppose 
the  establishment  of  the  rightful  and  lawful  nest, 
or  presumptive  protestant  heir  in  the  kingdom ; 
but  that  he  should  be  ready  at  hand  to  support 
the  constitution,  whenever  the  succession 
came  to  him.  And  this  is  more  necessary  at 
present,  that  ever  ; since  there  is  a Pretend- 
er supported  by  France,  who  usurps  the  stile 
and  title  of  king  of  England,  to  her  majesty* 
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jre*t  dishonour,  ami  danger  of  the  [irotestint  cerlaiu  of  their  assistance  to  secure  the  pro- 
surcession.  testant  succession. 

“ As  fur  the  Act  to  secure  the  <|ueen’s  per-  “ England  and  the  States  are  the  great  sup- 
son  and  government,  &c.  The  powers  which  port  of  the  protestant  religion  amf  interest, 
the  Lords  Justices  are  to  have,  for  the  time  ami  of  the  liberty  of  Europe.  It  is  undoubt- 
le.og,  must  he  very  great ; and  may  lie  liuble  edly  the  interest  and  safely  of  both,  always  to 
to bniig dangers,  if  not  ruin  to  the  kingdom,  if  maintain  a good  correspondence  and  true 
they  shall  happen  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  ill  friendship.  Therefore  the  wise  and  honest  mi- 
reea.  The  heir  being  kept  at  a distance  will  nisters  on  both  sales  will  easily  tind  the  most 

cut  be  able,  in  time  of  danger  and  confusion,  to  propermenns  to  prevent  any  quarrel,  and  will 

distinguish  his  friends  from  his  enemies;  since  preserve  a perfect  union,  which  must  be 
kewillnot  be  acquainted  with  die  nobility  and  grounded  upon  the  obligation  and  necessity  of 
gentry,  whom  he  would  hare  known  if  lie  hud  each  others  mutual  defence.  England  may, 
been  in  the  kingdom  : And  therefore  will  be  and  ought  to  depend  on  its  own  wisdom  and 

under  great  diihcullies  how  to  name  proper  force,  to  defend  itself;  being  secured  and 

persons  to  join  with  the  seven  Lords  Justices.  quiet  z t home.  And  w e have  had  hitherto  the 
“ Besides.  it  is  vtrjr  doubtful  how  far  his  good  fortune  to  preserve  our  liberties,  when 
orders  aad  choice  will  be  respected  ; for  many  most  other  uatioos  have  lost  theirs,  iiut  late 
pretences  and  measures  maybe  put  in  prac-  experience  has  shewn  us  how  near  we  may  come 
Oce  by  a powerful  skill  to  elude  them.  Who  to  slavery  by  our  negligence.  And  also,  how  ne- 
can  say  what  men  will  be  in  the  great  employ-  cessary  it  may  then  be  to  recur  to,  and  bow 
meats,  when  a demise  may  happen?  Those  dangerous  to  rely  upon  foreign  aid,  as  to  our  own 
we  think  the  best  friends  to  the  succession  may  safety.  We  cun  be  in  no  danger  uuder  her 
die  before  that  time  comes  ; and  those  whom  majesty’s  reign,  and  wise  conduct.  But  we  are 

call  Jacobites,  or  others  who  are  such  in  to  apprehend  and  prevent,  to  the  utmost  of 
their  hearts,  without  being  known,  may  yet  our  power,  any  ill  accidents,  that  may  befal  us, 
c me  into  those  employments.  rl  he  power  of  when  it  may  please  God  to  take  our  good 
the  nation  both  by  sea  and  land,  and  even  queen  from  us. 

the  treasure,  may  be  in  ill  hands  ; and  if  44  Who  knows  what  men  or  parties  may  rise 
tlui  happeus,  tl>ey  may  dispose  of  the  crowu  up  at  home  and  abroad';  We  ought,  therefore, 
tud  succession  as  they  please.  One  single  like  honest  and  wise  men,  to  set  things  upon 
pertoa  may  usurp  the  power  of  all  the  Lords  the  best  and  surest  fouudatious.  At  least  we 
Justices  and  council,  as  it  did  fall  out  io  ought  nor  to  weaken  tlie  succession  by  neglect- 
Ldasrd  the  Cth’s  time,  by  the  subtilty  of  the  ing  the  proper  means  for  its  security.  It  is  true, 
duke  of  Northumberland,  to  the  great  jure-  that  the  invitation  of  the  presumptive  heir  hath 
judice  of  your  lordship's  family.  And  this  bath  no  negative  put  upon  it;  But  it  is  also  true,  that 
oiten  happened,  both  in  England,  aud  other  if  it  had  pleased  our  friends  in  parliament  at 
countries,  though  criminals  have  been  fre-  this  time,  when  they  were  a majority,  to  advise 
tjueutly  punished.  her  majesty  to  it,  in  concurrence  with  others; 

u But  such  circumstances  may  be  more  dan-  that  this  would  have  better  secured  the  pro- 
prciu  in  England  at  present,  than  people  testant  succession,  and  our  constitution,  than 
thought  them  m former  ages.  The  happy  cri-  all  the  laws  the  nation  can  make, 
mio Js  are  always  applauded,  far  from  being  44  I pray,  my  lord,  what  will  our  acts  of  par- 
puauhed.  Such  a single  person  at  such  a con-  liament,  our  oaths,  the  proclamation  of  the 
juncture  may  chuse  to  play  the  game  of  Croro-  Successor,  and  even  our  Lords  Justices  signify, 
or  that  of  Monk,  for  the  false,  or  for  the  if  the  Successor  is  not  certain  of  passing  the  sea, 
true  heir.  and  of  being  possessed  of  the  lleet,  the  troops, 

“ Aad  the  time  may  come,  iu  which  the  Pre-  the  treasure,  the  garrisons,  the  sea-ports,  the 
tender,  with  the  great  foreign  power,  and  the  in-  Tower,  and  the  city  of  London  ? T he  world  will 
tngues  within  the  kingdom;  may  be  able  to  gain  wonder  at,  and  we  shall  deplore  our  fatal  blind- 
more  people  than  the  Successor,  being  ubsent  ness;  if  we  are  capable  of  being  amused  by 
and  destitute  of  the  necessary  supports,  espe-  imaginary  securities,  and  neglect,  at  this  time 
^*11?  after  the  dissolution  of  the  great  alliance,  of  day,  what  is  really  necessary  for  our  safety. 
»luch  may  justly  be  apprehended  in  titueof  Laws  are  no  more  tlian  cobwebs  against  power 
; as  it  did  happen  after  the  treaties  of  and  force. 

Ninegucit  and  Ryswick,  and  as  it  is  very  like  44  The  History  of  England  doth  furnish  us 
to  fall  out  again  after  this  war  ; if  more  elTec-  'with  many  examples,  winch  shew  that  the  next 
tud  measures  are  not  taken  in  the  kingdom  as  heirs  to  the  crown  have  been  often  excluded 
»dl  as  abroad.  And  if  the  allies  do  not  find  from  the  succession  to  it,  by  their  being  absent 
their  security  in  our  constitution,  and  in  the  at  the  time  of  the  demise.  Y\e  have  an  in- 
n*ccesfcioa.  stance  now  before  us  in  Spain,  which  hath  cost 

“The  Lord*  have  made  on  excellent  Address  us  much  Idood  and  treasure,  and  is  like  to  cost 
to  the  queen,  to  maintain  a good  intelligence  us  much  in<*re ; besides,  w hat  England  doth, 
*>th  the  Allies  and  particulaily  with  the  States  and  may  suffer  by  the  loss  of  that  trade,  which 
pcaeril,  But  it  is  to  be  wished  that  tins  good  was  next  to  that  of  our  West  Indies,  the  most 
“‘toUiflence  may  be  so  extended,  and  that  such  profitable  to  us.  For  it  king  Charles  bad  been 
tot-asures  may  be  taken,  that  we  may  be  always  in  Spain  before  the  death  ol  the  laic  king,  it 
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might  in  all  probability,  have  prevented  this 
general  war;  and  the  French  king  would  never 
have  attempted  the  conquest  of  Spain,  if  he 
had  not  bad  footing  there  before;  nor  the 
Spanish  ministers  have  dared  to  do  what  they 
did,  if  the  arch-duke  had  been  present  at 
Madrid.  Therefore  to  hinder  the  next  heir’s 
coming  into  England,  will  he  a very  great  re- 
flection upon  us : For  it  must  tend  to  the  de- 
struction of,  or  at  least,  very  much  hazard  our 
religion  and  liberties.  And  so  we  ought  to  con- 
sider of  our  dangers  in  due  time;  since  it  may 
so  happen,  that  it  may  not  he  in  our  power  to 
secure  the  coming  over  of  the  successor : And 
I will  only  mention  what  has  been  said  in  Eng 
land,  that  we  are  not  always  sure  of  a protestant 
wind.  A thousand  oilier  accidents  may  befal 
us,  if  wc  trust  to  the  last  extremity. 

“ Therefore  we  ought  now  to  take  right 
measures,  that  the  successor  may  be  always 
established,  and  sure  to  possess  himself  of  the 
power,  whenever  it  shall  please  God  to  afflict  us 
with  a demise:  And  that  we  may  be  as  little 
exposed  as  is  possible  either  to  chance  or  trea- 
chery. The  queen  seems  to  be  of  this  opinion, 
nnd  all  honest  men  ought,  and  will  contribute 
all  they  can  to  make  it  agreeable  and  easy  to 
her  majesty.  The  electress,  and  the  other 
princes  of  this  family,  do  always  praise  and 
admire  the  care  that  the  queen  takes  of  the  in- 
terest of  Europe  against  our  common  enemy ; 
and  pray  for  her  majesty’s  long  life  and  happi- 
ness. God  be  thanked  the  queeu  is  in  good 
health,  but  alas  ! She  is  mortal,  and  must  our 
safety  depend  upon  an  accident,  that  must 
befal  the  best  of  mankind  ? 

“ It  is  true,  that  the  clectoress  hath  many 
years  more  than  her  majesty,  and  that  the 

J|ueen  is  in  the  vigour  of  her  age;  and  there- 
ore,  that  the  elcctoress  is  not  like  to  survive  her 
majesty ; but  our  interest  and  safety  consists 
in  making  such  provision  once  for  all,  whether 
the  electoress  lives  or  not,  that  the  next  heir 
may  be  always  present,  or  in  a condition  to  be 
so;  without  which,  in  my  humble  opinion,  wc 
cannot  be  safe,  otherwise  than  by  an  extraor- 
dinary providence.  My  lord  Haversham  hath 
always  shewed  himself  so  true  a friend  to  this 
family  and  tho  constitution  of  England ; that  I 
thought  no  man  could  be  more  proper  to  be  ad- 
vised with  upon  the  ilectorcss’s  letter. 

“ I ask  your  lordship’s  pardon  for  troubling 
you  with  so  long  a letter ; but  I thought  my- 
*elf  obliged  in  duty  to  my  country,  and  friend- 
ship to  you,  to  speak  plainly  upon  this  ques- 
tion, which  contains  the  happiness  or  niisci  v of 
England : And  therefore  I hope  that  all  wise 
and  honest  men  will  take  care  how  they  decide 
it.  I am,  my  lord,  your  lordship’s,  &c. 
Hanover,  Jan.  1st.  tt.  Gwtnne. 

Censure  passed  thereon  ] After  the  reading 
of  this  Letter,  the  Commons  resolved, M Thut  it 
was  a scandalous,  false  and  malicious  libel, 
tending  to  create  a misunderstanding  between 
her  majesty  nnd  the  princess  Sophia,  and 
highly  reflecting  upon  her  majesty,  upon  the 
princess  Sophia,  and  upon  the  proceedings  of 


both  Houses  of  Parliament ; that  an  humble 
Address  should  be  presented  to  her  majesty, 
that  she  would  be  pleased  to  give  order  fur  die 
discovery  and  prosecuting  the  author,  priutec 
and  publishers  of  the  said  pamphlet,  aud  that 
the  said  Resolutions  should  be  communicated  to 
the  Lords  at  a conference, and  their  concurrence 
desired  thereunto.” 

Address  of  both  Houses  to  the  Queen  thereon.  ] 
Their  lordships  not  only  readily  concurred 
with  the  Commons  on  the  11th,  but  likewise 
agreed  upon  an  Address  to  be  presented  to  her 
majesty,  pursuant  to  the  said  Resolutions ; to 
which  Address  they  desired  the  concurrence 
of  the  Commons,  who  heartily  joined  with 
them,  and  so  the  next  day  both  Houses  pre- 
sented the  following  Address  to  the  queen  ; 

“ We  your  majesty’s  most  dutiful  and  obe- 
dient subjects,  tiie  Lords  spiritual  and  tempcral 
and  Commons  in  parliament  assembled,  b<g 
leave  to  acquaint  your  majesty,  that,  baring 
taken  into  serious  consideration  a primed 
pamphlet,  entitled,  ‘ A letter  from  sir  Rowland 
‘ G wynne,  to  the  right  honourable  the  earl  of 
‘ Stamford,’  we  came  to  the  following  Reso- 
lution.— ‘That  the  said  pamphlet  is  a scan- 
‘ dalous,  false  and  malicious  libel,  tending  to 
‘ create  a misunderstanding  between  your  ma- 
jesty, and  the  princess  Sophia,  and  highly  re* 
‘ fleeting  upon  your  majesty,  upon  the  prio- 
‘ cess  Sophia,  and  upon  the  proceedings  of 
‘ both  Houses  of  parliament.’ — May  it  please 
your  majesty,  this  seditious  libel  having  bew, 
of  late,  with  great  industry  dispersed  *mone 
your  subjects,  we  humbly-  breech  your  majesty 
to  give  strict  orders  for  the  discovery  of  the 
author,  printer  ami  publishers  thereof,  to  i he 
end  they  may  be  brought  to  condign  punish- 
ment, according  to  the  utmost  rigour  of  the 
law.  And  we  pray  your  majesty  to  use  all 
means,  which  shall  seem  proper  to  your  royal 
w isdom,  for  preventing  such  insolent  and  don- 
gertMis  attempts  for  the  future.” 

The  Queen's  Answer.]  To  (his  Address,  the 
queen  was  pleased  to  give  the  following  An- 
swer: 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen;  notfiingcan  be 
more  acceptable  to  me,  than  so  seasonable  an 
instance  of  your  concern  to  preserve  a good 
understanding  besween  me  and  the  princess 
Sophia,  nnd  of  your  care  to  defent  the  artifices 
of  designing  and  malicious  men.  I am  foly 
sensible  of  the  very  ill  design  of  the  paper, 
which  you  have  so  justly  censured,  and  I will 
not  fail  to  give  the  necessary  directions  lot 
complying  in  the  most  effectual  manner  with 
all  you  desire  in  your  address.”* 

* “ The  Whigs  in  this  proceeding  shewed 
themselves  dupes  to  the  court.  The  ministry 
had  so  many  public  and  private  reasons  (or 
carrying  on  the  war,  that  they  would  not  suffer 
the  queen  to  be  in  the  least  pui  out  of  humour, 
as  she  would  have  been  by  any  measures  lor 
bringing  over  the  Frctestani  successor,  which 
all  good  Englishmen  who  had  no  views  hot  for 
the  public  heartily  wished,  and  were  not  at  all 
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The  Queen’s  Speech  at  the  Close  of  the 
kaw*.]  March  19.  Her  majesty  came  to 
the  House  of  Peers,  and  alter  giving  her  assent 
to  ibe  several  bills,  made  the  following  Speech 
lo  both  Houses  : 

“My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  ; Being  now 
cum  to  a close  of  tliis  session,  I am  to  return 
jwi  mv  thanks,  for  having  brought  it  so  spee- 
dily lo  a good  conclusion ; especially  for  the 
vtK  ami  effectual  provision  made,  to  secure 
the  Protestant  Succession  in  this  kingdom  ; 
ad  the  great  advances  on  your  fmrt,  towards 
procuring  the  like  settlement  in  the  kingdom 
at* Scotland,  and  a happy  Union  of  both  na- 
tions.—I am  very  well  pleased  likewise  with 
to?  steps  you  have  made,  for  the  amendment 
of  the  law,  and  the  better  advancement  of 
jwtice. — I must  again  repeat  to  you,  gentle- 
wen  of  the  House  of  Commons,  that  I am  ex- 
tremely sensible  of  the  dispatch  you  have  given 
Lj  the  public  supplies  : I assure  you,  I will  be 
'ery  careful  that  they  may  be  applied,  in  the 
most  effectual  manner,  for  our  common  in- 
terest. 

“ Mv  birds  and  Gentlemen  ; At  the  open- 
ing of  this  parliament,  I recommended,  with 
peat  earnestness,  an  entire  union  of  ininth  and 
affections  among  all  my  subjects,  and  a sincere 
endeavour  to  avoid  and  extinguish  all  occasions 
of  dm?ion  and  animosity.  I am  much  pleased 
to  hod  how  entirely  your  sentiments  have  agreed 

pleased  with  the  conduct  of  the  ministry  on  this 
occasion.  Besides,  there  was  an  insincerity  in 
u unworthy  the  character  of  the  persons  then 
in  the  administration,  and  more  suitable  to 
that  ot  their  successors  : for  they  not  only 
fcWw  that  sir  Rowland  Gwynn’s  Letter  was 
i^nuine,  but  that  her  serene  highness  the  prin>- 
c®‘>  Sophia  had  herself  written  a letter  to  the 
archbishop  of  Canterbury  on  the  same  subject. 
However,  they  were  so  very  fearful  of  losing 
•W  hold  of  the  queen,  that  they  would  rather 
temure  the  losing  the  protestant  succession  ; 
fur  which  they  paid  dearly  enough,  when  Mr. 
Harley  thrust  himself  in  between  her  and 
ihcru.  Sir  Rowland  G wynn’s  letter  was 
published  by  Charles  Gildon,btlter  known  us  a 
■etaiotr  to  the  stage,  and  the  ministry  ordered 
he  prosecuted  with  the  utmost  severity  ; 
'asntnocb,  d»t  had  it  not  been  for  Mr.  Muyn- 
•ariag’s  interposition, he  had  certainly  stood  in 
toe  pillory.  He  was  fined  above  100  times  as 
**ch  as  he  was  worth,  uo  less  than  100/.  sler- 
which  was  also  remitted  by  the  good 
^trs  of  the  same  worthy  gentleman.  To 
settle  matters  after  this  little  shock  between 
courts  of  St.  James’s  and  Hanover,  Ins  high- 
pnnee  George  Augustus,  electoral  prince 

Brunswick  Lunen burgh,  was  elected  knight 
■ f she  garter,  and  it  was  resolved  to  send  the 
k ^a^ax  r°  Hanover,  not  only  to  invest 

biglme*  with  that  order,  but  to  confer  with 
to? elector*?**  Dowager  and  the  elector  her  son, 
°**uathad  happened  in  England  with  relation 
to  toe  contents  of  sir  Rowland  Gwynn's  letter.’' 
ywraiion. 


with  mine  : your  unanimity  and  zeal  which  I 
have  observed  with  great  satisfaction,  through- 
out this  whole  session  against  every  thing  that 
tends  towards  sedition,  doth  so  much  discourage 
all  such  attempts  for  the  future,  and  hath  set 
such  an  example  to  the  whole  kingdom,  that, 
when  you  are  returned  into  your  several 
countries,  I doubt  not  but  you  will  find  the 
effects  of  it  every  where ; and,  1 assure  myself 
you  will  make  it  your  business  and  care  to 
improve  aud  perfect  that  good  work  you  have 
so  fur  advanced  here;  and, by  continuing  to  shew 
a just  dislike  of  all  factious  and  turbulent  pro- 
ceedings, and  resolving  to  discouuteuance  tha 
encouragersand  promoters  of  them,  you  will 
soon  make  the  whole  kingdom  sensible  of  the 
good  effects  of  so  prudent  and  happy  a con- 
duct.” 

Then  the  lord  keeper  prorogued  the  parlia- 
ment to  Tuesday,  the  21st  of  May  next.1*' 

Proceedings  of  the  Commissioners  for  the 
Union .1  During  this  recess,  the  grand  affair 
of  the  Union  of  the  tw  o kingdoms  took  place. 
According  to  the  powers  given  to  the  queen  by 
the  parliaments  of  England  and  Scotland,  on 
the  10th  of  April  she  appointed  the  Commis- 
sioners on  the  part  of  England,  the  Commis- 
sioners on  the  part  of  Scotland  having  been 
named  before,  on  the  27tl»  of  February.  Mr. 
George  Dodington  was  named  secretary  by  the 
English,  and  sir  Daniel  Nairne  by  the  Scots 
Commissioners.  The  persons  who  were  ap- 
pointed on  the  English  side  were  well  chosen. 
They  were  the  most  capable  of  manuging  the 
Treaty,  and  the  best  disposed  to  it  of  any  in  the 
kingdom. f The  Scots  Commissioners  were  so 


* u Thus  this  session  of  parliament  came  to 
a very  happy  conclusion : there  was  in  it  the 
best  harmony  within  both  Houses,  and  between 
them,  as  well  as  with  the  crown,  and  it  was  the 
best  applauded  in  the  city  of  London,  over  the 
whole  nation,  and  indeed  over  all  Europe,  of 
any  sessioiv  that  1 had  ever  seen  : and  when  it 
was  considered,  that  this  was  the  first  of  the 
three,  so  that  «e  were  to  have  two  other  ses- 
sions oft  he  same  member?,  »t  gave  an  universal 
satisfaction,  both  to  our  own  people  at  home, 
and  our  allies  abroad,  and  afforded  a prospect 
of  a happy  end,  that  should  be  put  to  this  de- 
vouring war, which  in  all  probability  must  come 
to  a period  before  the  conclusion  of  the  present 
parliament.  This  gave  an  unspeakable  satis- 
faction to  all  w ho  loved  their  country  and  their 
religion,  who  now  h<>ped  that  we  had  in  view  a 
good  ond  a safe  peace.”  Burnet. 

t The  English  Commissioners  were  : 

Thomas,  lord  archbUhttf*  of  Canterbury. 

William  Cow  per,  esq.  lord  keeper  of  the 
Great  Seal  of  England. 

John,  lord  archbishop  of  York. 

Sidney,  lord  Godolpiiin,  lord-liigh-treasurer 
of  England. 

Thomas,  earl  of  Pembroke  and  Montgomery, 
president  of  the  council. 

John,  duke  of  Newcastle,  keeper  of  the 
privy*  seal. 
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strangely  chosen,  that  from  thence  many  con- 
cluded, that' an  Union  was  not  sincerely  dc-  j 
signed  by  tike  ministry,  when  they  saw  such  a j 
nomination.*  For  they  were  not  looked  on  as  ‘ 
meh  we  11- affected  to  the  design,  many  of  them  j 

William,  duke  of  Devonshire,  steward  of  the  | 
bousbold. 

Charles, duke  of  Somerset, master  of  the  horse. 

Charles,  duke  of  Bolton. 

Charles,  earl  of  Sunderland. 

Evrlyn,  earl  of  Kingston. 

Charles,  enrl  of  Carlisle. 

Edward,  earl  of  Orford. 

Charles,  viscount  Townsend. 

Thomns,  lord  Wharton. 

Ralph,  lord  Grey. 

John,  lord  Faulet. 

John,  lord  Somers. 

Charles,  lord  Halifax. 

John  Smith,  esq. 

William  Cavendish,  marquis  of  Hartidgton. 

John  Manners,  marquis  of  Granby. 

Sir  Charles  Hedges,  knt.  and  Robert  Harley, 
esq.  principal  secretaries  of  state. 

Henry  Boyle,  esq.  chancellor  and  under- 
treasurer  of  the  exchequer. 

Sir  John  Holt,  kut.  chief  justice  of  the  court 
of  Queen's  Bench. 

Sir  Thomas  Trevor,  knt.  chief-justice  of  the 
court  of  Cora mou-  pleas. 

Sir  Edward  Northey,  knt.  attorney-general. 

Sir  Simon  Iinrcourt,  knt.  solicitor-general# 

Sii  John  Cook,  knt.  doctor  of  laws,  advocate 
general. 

Stephen  Waller,  doctor  of  laws. 

* The  Scots  Commission e its  were 

James,  earl  of  Seafield,  lord  chancellor  of 
Scotland. 

James,  duke  of  Queensberry,  lord  privy-seal. 

John  earl  of  Mur,  and  Hugh,  earl  of  Lou- 
don, principal  secretaries  of  state. 

John  earl  of  Sutherland,  John  earl  of  Mor- 
ton, David  earl  of  Wemys,  David  earl  of 
Leven,  John  earl  of  Stair,  Archibald  earl  of 
Roseberry,  David  earl  of  Glasgow,  deputies  of 
the  treasury. 

The  lord  Archibald  Campbell,  brother  to  the 
duke  of  Argyle. 

Thoma«,  viscount  Dupplin. 

The  lord  William  Ross,  one  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  treasury. 

Sir  Hugh  Dalrymple,  president  of  the  session. 

Adam  Cockburn,  of  Unnistow  n,  lorii-justice- 
clerk. 

Sir  Rob.  Dundnss,  of  Armistown,  and  Mr. 
Rob.  Stuart,  of  Tillicultrie,  lords  of  the  session. 

Mr.  Francis  Montgomery,  one  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  treasury. 

Sir  David  Dalrymple,  oue  of  her  majesty's 
Solicitors. 

Sir  Alexander  Ogilvie,  receiver-general. 

Sir  Patrick  Johnstown,  provost  of  Edin- 
burgh. 

Sir  James  Stnallet,  of  Bonliill. 

George  Lockhart,  of  Caruwalh. 


having  stood  out  in  a long  and  firm  opposition 
to  the  Revolution,  and  to  all  that  bud  been 
done  afterwards  pursuant  to  it.  The  nomi- 
nation of  these  was  fixed  on  by  the  dokrs  of 
Queensberry  and  Argyle.  It  was  said  by  them, 
that,  tnough  these  objections  did  indeed  lie 
against  them,  yet  they  bad  such  an  interest  in 
Scotland,  that  engaging  them  to  be  cordially 
for  the  Union  would  be  a great  means  to  get  it 
agreed  to  in  the  parliament  there.  The  earl  of 
Stair,  who  heartily  concurred  in  the  design, 
was  thought  to  have  a baud  in  this  piece  of 
policy,  in  which  the  event  shewed  that  right 
measures  were  taken.  The  Scots  bad  got 
among  them  the  notion  of  a Fcederal- Union, 
like  that  of  the  United-provinces,  or  the  can- 
tons of  Switzerland.  But  the  English  resolved 
to  lose  oo  time,  in  the  examining  or  discussing 
that  project ; for  this  reason,  besides  many 
others,  that,  as  long  as  the  two  nations  had 
two  different  parliaments,  they  could  break  the 
Union  whenever  they  pleased  ; for  each  nation 
would  follow  their  own  parliament.  The  de- 
sign was  now  to  settle  a lasting  and  firm  Union 
between  the  kingdoms  ; therefore  they  resolved 
to  treat  only  about  an  incorporating  Union, 
that  should  put  an  end  to  all  distinctions,  and 
unite  all  their  interests : so  they  at  last  en- 
tered upon  the  scheme  of  an  intire  Union. 

On  the  16th  of  April,  the  commissioners  of 
both  kingdoms  met  the  first  rime, in  the  Council- 
Chamber  in  the  Cock-pit  near  Whitehall,  the 
place  appointed  for  their  conferences;  and 
their  commissions  being  opened  and  read  by  the 
secretaries,  the  Lord-Keeper  of  England,  and 
the  Lord  Chancellor  of  Scotland,  made  intro- 
ductory speeches ; after  which  it  was  agreed, 
that  copies  of  the  two  commissions  should  be 
prepared  and  signed  by  the  respective  secrcta- 
ries,  and  interchanged  against  the  next  meet- 
ing, which  was  put  off  till  the  Monday  following. 

Accordingly,  on  the  2Qd  of  April,  they  met 
again,  and  the  Lord  Keeper  delivered  to  the 
board  the  following  preliminaries: 

41  1.  That  all  proposals  made  by  either 
be  made  in  writing,  and  every  point,  when 
agreed,  reduced  into  writing.  2.  That  no 
points,  though  agreed  on,  and  reduced  into  writ* 
ing,  be  obligatory  on  either  side,  till  all  matter* 
be  ndjusted  in  such  a manner,  as  will  be  proper 
to  be  laid  before  the  queen  and  the  two  par- 
liaments fiir  their  approbation.  S.  That  there 
l>o  a committee  appointed,  consisting  of  n cer- 
tain number  of  each  commission,  to  revi«e  tbe 
minutes  of  wlmt  passes,  which  are  not  to  be  in- 
serted by  the  secretaries  in  their  respective 
books,  but  by  order  ol  the  said  committee,  Hav- 
ing first  made  report  thereof  to  the  respective 
commissioners,  and  received  their  approbatim 

William  Morrison,  of  Preston-grange. 

Alexander  Grant. 

William  Seton,of  Pitmcddon,  jun. 

John  Clark,  of  Pennycook, jun. 

Hugh  Montgomery,  late  provost  of  Glasgow- 

Daniel  Stuart. 

Daniel  Campbell,  of  Arutcnnet. 
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of  the  same.  4.  That  all  the  proceedings  of 
the  commissioners  of  hot  j kingdoms,  during  the 
Treaty,  be  kept  secret. 

The  Dml-Keepcr  also  delivered  to  the  board 
the  following  Proposal, 

M That  the  two  kingdoms  of  England  and 
Scotland  be  for  ever  united  into  one  kingdom, 
by  the  name  of  Great- Britain:  that  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Grent-Bntain  be  represented  by  i 
ene  and  the  same  parliament ; and  that  the  suc- 
cession to  the  monarchy  of  the  United  Kingdom 
of  Great- Britain,  in  case  of  failure  of  heirs 
of  her  majesty's  liody,  be,  according  to  the 
1 (Dilations  mentioned  in  an  act  of  parliament, 
made  in  England  in  the  10th  and  1 6th  years  of 
the  reign  of  the  life  king  William,  intiiled,  An 
act  for  the  further  limitation  of  the  crown, 
and  the  belter  securing  the  rights  and  liberties 
of  lias  subject." 

After  tins  the  Commissioners  adjourned  to 
the  24th  of  the  same  mouth,  when  the  Lord- 
Chancellor  of  Scotland  acquainted  the  board, 
that  the  commissioners  of  Scotland  did  agree 
to  the  preliminary  articles  proposed  at  the  last 
meeting,  for  regulating  the  method  of  proceed- 
ing in  this  Treaty : and  then  he  delivered  to  the 
board  the  following  Proposals: 

“ l.That  the  succession  to  the  crow  n of  Scot- 
land, in  c«se  of  failure  of  heirs  of  her  majesty's 
body,  should  be  established  upon  the  same  per- 
sons mentioned  in  an  act  of  parliament  made  in 
England,  in  the  12lh  and  13th  years  of  the  reign 
of  the  late  king  William.  2.  That  the  subjects 
of  Scotland  should  lor  ever  enjoy  all  rights  and 
privilege*,  as  natives  of  England,  in  England, and 
the  dominions  thereunto  belonging ; and  reci- 
procally, that  the  subjects  of  England  enjoy  the 
like  rights  and  privdeges  in  Scotland.  3.  That 
there  be  a free  communication  and  intercourse 
of  trade  and  navigation  between  the  two  king- 
doms and  plantations  thereunto  belonging,  un- 
der such  regulations,  as,  in  the  progress  of  this 
Treaty,  shall  be  found  most  for  the  advantage  of 
both  kingdoms.  4.  That  all  laws  mid  statutes 
m cither  kingdom,  contrary  to  the  terms  of  this 
pnion,  be  repealed." 

The  Commissioners  for  England, after  a short 
Consultation  by  theinselves.retumed an  Answer: 

u That  they  were  so  fully  convinced,  that  no- 
thing but  an  intire  Union  of  the  two  kingdoms 
would  settle  perfect  and  lasting  friendship  be- 
tween them,  that  tlicy  therefore  thought  fit  to  ! 
decline  entering  into  any  further  consideration 
upon  the  proposals  now  made  hy  the  commis- 
sioners for  Scotland,  as  not  tending  to  that  end;  j 
and  desired,  that  the  commissioners  for  Scot- 
land would  give  in  their  Answer  to  the  Proposal 
delivered  by  the  commissioners  for  England, 
in  order  to  an  entire  Union  of  both  kingdoms." 

The  next  day  the  Lord- Chancellor,  in  the 
name  of  die  commissioners  for  Scotland,  deli- 
vered to  the  board  the  following  Answer: 

“ The  commissioners  for  Scotland  have  con- 
sidered the  propos'd  given  in  to  them  by  the  . 
commissioners  for  England,  on  Monday  the  22d  i 
instant;  and  do  agree,  that  the  kingdoms  of  | 
Scotland  and  England  be  for  ever  united  into 


one  kingdom,  by  the  name  of  Great  Britain  : 
that  the  united  kingdom  of  Great-Britain  be 
represented  by  one  and  the  same  parliament: 
and  that  the  succession  to  the  monarchy  of  the 
kingdom  ut  Great-Britain,  iu  case  of  failure  of 
heirs  of  her  majesty’s  body,  shall  descend  upon 
the  most  excellent  princess  Sophia, tdectrcss  and 
! duchess  dowager  of  Hanover,  and  remain  to 
| her  nnd  the  heirs  of  her  body,  being  protes- 
tants,  with  this  provision,  That  all  the  subjects 
of  the  united  kingdom  of  Great-Britain  shall 
have  full  freedom  nnd  intercourse  of  trade  and 
navigation,  to  and  from  any  part  or  place  within 
the  United  Kingdom,  and  plantations  thereunto 
belonging;  nnd  that  there  be  a communication 
of  all  other  privileges  and  advantages,  which 
do  or  may  belong  to  the  subjects  , of  either 
kingdom." 

After  a private  consultation,  the  Lord-Keeper 
in  the  name  ol  the  Commissioners  tur  England, 
delivered  to  the  board  this  reply. 

“ The  commissioners  for  England  are  of 
opinion  that  the  provision  adJed  by  the  com- 
missioners of  Scotland,  to  the  proposal  made 
by  the  commissioners  for  Englaud,  on  the  22d 
instant,  is  a necessary  consequence  of  an  entire 
Union  ; and  therefore  their  lordships  do  agree 
to  that  provision,  under  such  terms,  as  in  the 
further  progress  of  this  Treaty  shall  be  found  to 
be  for  the  common  advantage  of  both  king- 
doms." 

The  same  day,  in  pursuance  of  the  third 
preliminary,  a committee  was  appointed  for 
revising  the  Minutes;  and  there  were  nominated, 
on  the  part  of  England,  the  lord  Grey;  Mr. 
John  Smith, Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
sir  Thomas  Trevor,  sir  John  Cook,  and  Dr. 
Waller,  or  any  three  of  them  ; and  on  the  part 
of  Scotland,  the  earl  of  Sutherland,  the  earl  of 
Levan,  the  lord  president  of  the  session,  the 
lord  Justice  Clerk,  John  Clark  of  Penny  cook, 
or  any  three  of  them. 

Four  days  after, the  commissioners  met  again, 
and  the  Lord-Keeper  delivered  to  the  hoard 
the  following  Proposal : That  there  be  the 
same  customs,  excises,  and  all  other  taxes  ; 
nnd  the  same  prohibitions,  restrictions,  and 
regulations  of  trade  throughout  the  united 
kingdom  of  Great-Britain.  Hereupon  the 
Scots  commissioners  proposed,  That  a com- 
mittee be  appointed  of  an  equal  number  of 
each  side,  to  adjust  the  several  points  contain- 
! ed  in  that  proppsal ; and  desired,  tliat  the  Eng- 
lish commissioners  would  order  the  account  of 
the  taxes  and  other  things,  to  be  laid  before 
the  committee. 

The  English  Commissioners  having  proposed 
to  appoint  a committee  to  consist  of  eleven  of 
each  side,  and  of  them  any  six  to  have  power 
to  proceed,  nnd  that  they  should  be  nominated 
the  next  meeting  ; this  was  readily  agreed  to  by 
the  Scots  ; nnd  accordingly,  on  the  1st  of  May, 
the  commissioners  proceeded  to  the  nomination 
j of  the  committee.  The  English  named  the 
i ci ukes  of  Somerset  nnd  Bolton,  the  earl  of 
| Sunderland,  the  lords  Townshend,  Wharton, 
and  Somers,  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
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Commons,  the  marquis  oC  Hartington,  Mr. 
secretary  Hurley,  Mr.  Henry  Boyle,  and  sir 
Simon  Harcourt.  The  Scots  appointed  the 
lord-chancellor,  the  duke  of  Queensberry,  the 
earls  of  Sutherland,  Leven,  and  Stair,  the  lord 
Duplin,  the  lord- president  of  the  session,  the 
lord-justice-clerk,  and  sir  Patrick  Jolmstoun  : 
and  it  was  agreed,  that  this  committee  should 
meet  the  next  morning,  and  have  power  to  ad- 
journ themselves. 

On  the  21st  of  May,  when  the  Treaty  was 
pretty  well  advanced,  the  queen  went  to  the 
meeting,  and  told  the  commissioners,  “ That 
she  was  so  much  concerned  for  the  Union  of  the 
two  kingdoms,  that  she  could  not  satisfy  her- 
self without  coming,  before  the  went  out  of 
town,  to  see  what  progress  they  had  made  in 
the  l reaty,  and  to  recommend  very  earnestly  to 
them  the  bringing  it  to  a happy  conclusion, 
with  as  much  dispatch,  as  the  nature  of  it 
would  admit ; not  doubting  of  the  general  sa- 
tisfaction, which  her  subjects  of  both  kingdoms 
would  receive,  in  finding  them  to  overcome  all 
difficulties  to  htciin  so  great  and  public  a good/* 

When  she  had  done  speaking, the  Lord-Keeper 
desired  to  know,  if  she  would  hear  the  Propo- 
sals, made  on  either  side,  and  the  Resolutions 
taken  thereupon,  read  by  the  secretaries ; 
which  she  allowed  of,  and  then  retired. 

About  a month  after,  the  queen  came  again 
to  their  meeting,  and  told  the  Commissioners, 
**  That  she  was  come  thither  once  more  to  see 
what  further  progress  they  had  made  in  the 
Treaty,  and  to  press  a speedy  conclusion  of  ir, 
in  regard  her  servants  of  Scotland  could  not, 
without  great  iuconveniency,  he  much  longer 
absent  from  that  kingdom.”  Upon  this,  in  the 
thirty  filth  meeting,  on  the  08th  of  June,  the 
Euglis^  commissioners  proposed,  that  four 
commissioners  of  each  part  be  appointed  to 
draw  up  into  form  the  Articles  of  the  Treaty, 
upon  the  points  already  agreed,  or  which 
which  should  afterwards  be  agreed.  To  which 
the  Scots  commissioners  having  consented,  the 
Articles  were  brought  to  perfection  by  the  22 d 
of  July,  when  the  commissioners  of  both  king- 
doms signed  and  sealed  the  instruments,  and 
ordered,  that  the  respective  secretaries  of  each 
commission  should  sign  each  other's  journals  of 
the  proceedings,  and  afterwards  enter  in  the 
journals  the  Articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Union. 

The  next  day,  the  commissioners  for  both 
kingdoms  went  from  the  Cockpit  to  attend  the 
queen  at  St.  James's,  where  the  Lord- Keeper, 
in  (he  name  of  the  commissioners  for  England, 
presented  to  her  mojesty  one  of  the  signed  and 
sealed  instruments  containing  the  Articles  of 
the  Union,  and  made  the  following  Speech : 

“ May  it  please  vour  majesty  ; 

41  We  the  commissioners  nppointej  by  your 
majesty,  in  pursuance  of  the  art  of  par- 
liament passed  in  your  kingdom  of  England,  to 
treat  concerning  uu  Union  of  the  two  king- 
dom* with  the  commissioners  of  Scotland,  do 
(according  to  our  duty,)  humbly  beg  leave  to 
present  to  your  m>«je*ty  these  the  effects  of 
our  continued  and  faithful  endeavours  to  that 


end. — They  are  Articles  agreed  upon  between 
your  commissioners  of  both  kingdoms,  as  the 
terms  or  conditions  upon  which  the  intended 
Union  is  to  take  place,  if  your  majesty,  and 
the  parliaments  of  both  kingdoms,  shall  think 
fit  to  approve  and  confirm  the  same.— In  these 
we  have  come  to  an  agreement  on  every  point 
we  judged  necessary  to  effect  a complete  and 
lasting  Union  ; and  we  have  endeavoured  not 
to  stir  into  any  matter  we  had  reason  to  think 
was  not  so. — And  although  we  have  unani- 
mously carried  this  Treaty  thus  far,  purely  from 
a conviction,  that  we  have  done  therein  to 
God,  your  majesty,  and  our  countries  good 
serrice ; yet  we  are  far  from  thinking,  that 
what  we  have  done,  will  or  ought  to  be#f  any 
weight  or  authority  eKewhere ; but  do  most 
intirely  submit  these  our  labours  to  the  high 
wisdom  of  your  majesty  and  botli  your  parlia- 
ments, to  stand  or  fall  by  the  reason,  justice, 
and  public  utility,  on  w hich  they  are  foanded 
— Your  majcstyN  royal  presence  and  season- 
able admonitions  to  us,  at  the  fittest  junctures 
were  (we  most  thankfully  acknowledge)  a very 
great  encouragement  und  assistance  to  us  in 
the  difficulties  we  met  with. — Your  majesty's 
glory  is  already  perfect;  and  the  finishing  this 
work  is  all  that  is  wanting,  to  complete  as  well 
as  secure  the  happiness  of  so  great  a people 
as  your  subjects  may  now,  without  any  arro- 
gance, pretend  to  be. — May  your  majesty  Jive, 
not  only  to  give  sanction  to  this  universal 
blessing  to  all  your  people,  but  also  to  sec,  in 
a long  aud  prosperous  reign  over  us,  the  many 
immediate  or  near  good  effects  of  it.  But  as 
for  than  great  and  main  consequence  of  it,  for 
which  your  majesty  is  making,  by  a most  gra- 
cious and  charitable  foresight,  this  only  effec- 
tual provision  ; I mean,  the  continuance  of 
peace  and  tranquillity  in  this  island,  upon  a 
descent  of  the  crow  n,  instead  of  that  bloodshed 
and  destruction  which  would  probably  follow 
upon  the  fatal  division  of  it ; — May  we  be  so 
happy,  ns  never,  in  our  days,  to  experiment 
the  fitness  of  tiiese  measures  your  majesty  is 
now  taking  for  that  end  ; but  muy  late,  very 
late,  posterity  only  in  that  respect  reap  the 
advantage  of  them. 

Then  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  Scotlaod,  in 
filename  of  the  commissioners  for  that  king- 
dom, presented  also  to  l»«r  majesty  one  of  the 
signed  and  sealed  instruments  of  the  Articles 
of  Union,  on  the  part  of  Scotland,  with  the 
following  Speech  : 

“ May  it  please  your  majesty  ; 

u The  commissioners,  appointed  by  your  ma- 
jesty for  the  kingdom  of  Scotland  to  treat  of 
an  Union  of  your  two  kingdoms  of  Scotland 
nnd  England,  have  commanded  me  to  return 
your  majesty  their  mos*  humble  nnd  dutiful 
acknowledgments,  fur  the  honour  your  majesty 
1ms  conftrred  on  them,  in  employing  them  to 
negotiate  this  most  important  affair,  which  {* 
of  the  greatest  consequence  to  all  your  majesty  5 

subjects. — We  have  endeavoured  to  discharge 

tins  trust  with  all  fid<  liiy ; and  are  now  come 
humbly  to  Iny  before  your  majesty  the  Aitidcf 
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■ nd*  conditions  of  Union,  which  we  have  treated 
of,  and  agreed  upon, and  do  submit  them  to  your 
majesty’s  royal  consideration. — It  is  a great 
satisfaction  to  us,  that  what  we  have  concluded 
in  this  matter  has  been  done  with  unanimity. 
.And  we  must  own,  that  the  knowledge  we  had 
of  your  majesty's  great  concern  for  uniting 
your  two  kingdoms,  and  the  earnestness  with 
w bich  your  majesty  has  been  most  graciously 
leased  to  recommend  it,  hath  enabled  us  to 
nng  this  Treaty  to  a happy  and  speedy  con- 
clusion, to  the  mutual  satisfaction  of  the  com- 
missioners on  both  sides ; and  we  shall  esteem 
it  our  greatest  happiness,  if  what  we  have  pre- 
pared be  acceptable  to  your  majesty,  aud 
ratified  by  the  parliaments  of  both  kingdoms, 
without  which  what  we  have  done  can  be  of 
no  authority. — An  Union  of  the  two  kingdoms 
has  been  long  wished  for,  it  being  so  necessary 
for  establishing  the  lasting  peace,  happiness, 
and  prosperity  of  both  nations.  Aud  tnuugh  it 
has  been  frequently  endeavoured  by  your 
majesty’s  royal  predecessors  without  the  de- 
sired success ; yet  the  glorious  successes,  with 
which  God  has  blessed  your  majesty’s  endea- 
vours for  the  happiness  of  your  people,  make 
us  hope,  that  this  great  work  is  reserved  to  be 
accomplished  in  your  majesty’s  reign.” 

After  which,  the  Queen  was  pleased  to  make 
the  following  Speech: 

“ My  Lords  ; 

li  I give  you  many  thanks  for  the  great  pains 
you  have  taken  in  this  Treaty,  and  am  very 
well  pleased  to  find  your  endeavours  and  ap- 
plications have  brought  it  to  so  good  a conclu- 
sion. The  particulars  of  it  seem  so  reasonable 
that  I hope  they  will  meet  with  approbation 
in  the  parliaments  of  both  kingdoms.  I wish 
therefore,  that  my  servants  of  Scotland  may 
lose  no  time  in  going  down  to  propose  it  to  my 
subjects  of  thnt  kingdom  : and  i shall  always 
look  npon  it  as  a particular  happiness,  if  this 
Union,  (which  will  be  so  great  a security  and 
advantage  to  both  kingdoms)  can  be  accom- 
plished in  my  reign.” 

The  same  day,  the  queen  being  in  council, 
an  Order  was  made,  importing  that  whosoever 
should  be  concerned  in  any  seditious  discourse, 
or  libel,  or  laying  wagers  relating  to  the  Union, 
should  be  prosecuted  for  such  their  offences, 
according  to  the  utmost  rigour  of  the  law. 

The  lord  Somers  had  the  chief  hand  in  pro- 
jecting this  scheme  of  the  Union,  into  which  all 
the  commissioners  of  the  English  nation  went 
very  easily.  The  advantages,  tiiat  were  offered 
to  Scotland  in  the  whole  frame  of  it,  were  so 
great  and  so  visible,  that  nothing  but  the  con- 
sideration of  i he  safety,  that  was  to  be  pro- 
cured by  it  to  England,  could  have  brought  the 
English  ro  agree  to  a project,  that,  in  eicry 
branch  of  it,  was  much  more  favourable  to  the 
Scots  nation.  The  Scots  were  to  bear  less 
than  the  fortieth  part  of  the  public  taxes. 
When  four  shillings  in  the  pound  were  levied 
in  England,  amounting  to  2,000,000/.  Scot- 
land Was  only  to  be  taxed  at  48.000/.  which  was 
tight  months J assessment  of  the  0,000/., 


which  they  had  been  accustomed  for  some 
years  to  pay,  and  which,  they  said,  was  all  that 
the  nation  could  hear.  It  is  held  u maxim, 
that,  in  the  framing  of  a government,  a propor- 
tion ought  to  be  observed  between  the  share  in 
the  legislature,  and  the  burden  to  be  borne. 
Yet  in  return  of  the  fortieth  part  of  this 
burden,  the  Scots  were  offered  near  the  eleventh 
part  ol  the  legislature.  For  the  peers  of  Scot- 
land were  to  be  represented  by  sixteen  Peers  in 
the  House  of  Lords ; and  the  Commons,  by 
forty-five  members  in  the  House  of  Commons'; 
and  these  were  to  bt  chosen,  according  to  the 
methods  to  be  settled  in  the  parliament  of  Scot- 
land. And  since  Scotland  was  to  pay  customs 
and  excises  on  the  same  foot  with  England, 
aud  was  to  bear  a share  in  paying  much  of  the 
debt,  which  England  had  contracted  during 
the  war ; 398, OOU/.  was  to  be  raised  in  England, 
and  sent  into  Scotland,  as  an  equivalent  for 
that ; and  this  was  to  be  applied  to  the  recoin- 
ing the  money,  that  all  might  be  of  one  deno- 
mination and  standard ; and  to  the  payment  of 
the  public  debts  of  Scotland,  and  repaying  to 
the  African  company  all  their  losses  with  in- 
terest ; upon  which  that  company  was  to  be 
dissolved  ; aud  the  overplus  of  the  equivalent 
was  to  be  applied  to  the  encouragement  of  ma- 
nufactures. Trade  was  to  be  free  all  over  the 
Eland,  and  the  plantations;  private  rights  were 
to  be  preserved  ; and  the  judicatories  and  laws 
of  Scotland  were  still  to  be  continued.  But 
all  was  put,  for  the  future,  under  the  regula- 
tion of  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain ; tlie 
two  nations  now  were  to  be  one  kingdom,  un- 
der the  same  succession  to  the  crown,  and 
united  in  one  parliament.  There  was  no  pro- 
vision made  in  this  Treaty  with  relation  to  re- 
ligion ; for  in  the  acts  of  parliament  in  both 
kingdoms,  which  impowered  the  queen  to 
name  commissioners,  there  was  an  express 
limitation,  that  they  should  not  neat  of  those 
matters. 

Tliis  was  the  substance  of  the  Articles  of  the 
Treaty,  which  when  they  came  to  be  laid  be- 
fore the  Parliament  of  Scotland,  met  with  greut 
opposition.* 

The  Summer  s Exploit*.']  May  the  14th. 
The  duke  of  Marlborough  si  t out  for  Holland  ; 
and,  August  the  12th,  he  obtained  a complete 
victory  over  the  French,  commanded  by  tho 
elector  of  Bavaria  and  marshal  Villeroy,  at 
Ramillies;  which  was  followed  by  a 'general 
Revolution  in  the  Low  Countries  in  favour  of 
king  Charles. 

In  Italy,  enabled  by  a loan  of  250,000 L 
from  England,  prince  Eugene,  after  thirty  four 
marches  to  join  the  duke  of  Savoy,  otfered 
battle  to  the  French,  who  laid  siege  to  Turin; 
and  after  two  hours  engagement,  in  which  the 
marshal  Marsiti  was  killed,  and  the  duke  of 
Orleans  wounded,  utterly  defeated  them,  seized 


* The  Proceedings  of  the  Parliament  of 
Scotland,  together  with  the  Articles  of  the 
Union,  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix  to  the 
present  volume.  , 
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on  their  camp,  tents,  baggage, See.  and  relieved 
that  capital. 

In  Spain,  king  Charles  was  closely  besieged 
in  Barcelona,  by  the  marshal  dc  Tbetse  by 
land,  and  the  count  de  Thoulouse  by  sea;  but 
was  most  opportunely  relieved  by  the  gallant 
earl  of  Peterborough  and  sir  John  Leake  ; the 
count  de  Thoulouse  Hot  staying  till  the  English 
fleet  appeared  in  sight,  and  the  marshal  de 
Thesse  decamping  with  the  utmost  coufusion  a 
few  days  after,  and  leaving  his  ammunition, 
stores,  tents,  and  even  his  sick  and  wounded 
men,  at  the  mercy  of  the  enemy. 


SECOND  SESSION  of  the  SECOND 
PARLIAMENT  of  QUEEN  ANNE. 

The  Queen  a Speech  on  opening  the  Session.] 
December  3,  17uC.  It  was  the  general  opi- 
nion, and  perhaps  the  first  resolution  of  the 
court,  that  the  parliament  of  England  should 
not  sit,  till  that  of  Scotland  had  finished  the 
affair  of  the  Union;  but,  that  drawing  into  a 
great  length,  and  the  queen’s  occasions  not  ad- 
mitting of  delays,  the  parliament  of  England, 
which  on  the  21st  of  November,  had  been  fur- 
ther prorogued  to  the  3d  of  December,  met 
this  day  at  Westminster;  and  the  queen,  being 
come  to  the  House  of  Peers  with  the  usual 
solemnity,  made  the  following  Speech  to  both 
Houses: 

u My  Lords,  nnd  Gentlemen  ; I hope,  we 
are  all  met  tog^tlier  at  this  time  with  hearts 
truly  thankful  to  Almighty  God, for  the  glorious 
6ucccs*es,  with  which  ho  has  blessed  our  arms, 
and  those  of  our  Allies,  through  the  whole 
course  of  this  year ; and  with  serious  and 
steady  resolution  to  prosecute  the  advantages 
we  have  gained,  till  we  reap  the  desiretf  fruit 
of  them,  in  an  honourable  and  durable  peace. 
—The  goodness  of  God  has  brought  this  hap- 
py prospect  so  much  nearer  to  us,  that,  if  we 
be  not  wanting  to  ourselves,  we  may,  upon 
good  grounds,  hope  to  see  such  a balance  of 
power  estabiislttd  in  Europe,  that  it  shall  no 
longer  be  at  the  pleasure  of  qne  prince,  to 
disturb  the  repose,  and  endanger  the  liberties, 
of  this  part  of  the  world. — A just  consideration 
of  the  present  posture  of  affairs,  of  the  circum- 
stances of  our  enemies,  and  the  good  dispo- 
sition of  our  Allies,  must  needs  excite  an  un- 
common zeal,  and  animate  us  to  exert  our  ut- 
most endeavours,  at  this  critical  conjuncture'. 

“Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons; 
As  I am  fully  persuaded,  you  are  ail  of  tins 
mind ; so  I roust  earnestly  desire  you  to  grant  me 
supplies,  sufficient  for  carrying  on  the  war  next 
year  hi  so  effectual  a manner,  that  we  may  !>e 
able  to  improve  every  where  the  advantages  of 
this  successful  campaign : And,  I assure  you,  I 
shall  make  it  my  business  to  see  all  you  give, 
applied  to  those  cuds,  with  the  greatest 
care  and  management. 

“ My  Lord's,  and  Gentlemen ; In  pursuance 
of  the  powers,  vested  in  me  by  act  of  parlia- 
ment, both  in  England  and  Scotland,  I have 


appointed  commissioners,  to  treat  of  aa  Union 
between  the  two  kingdoms;  And  though  this 
be  a work  of  such  a nature,  as  could  not  but 
be  attended  with  great  difficulties;  yet  such  luu 
been  the  application  of  the  commissioners,  that 
they  have  concluded  a Treaty,  which  is  at  tku 
time  before  the  parliament  of  Scotland ; and, 
I hope,  the  mutual  advantages  of  an  enure 
Union  of  the  two  kingdoms  will  be  found  » 
apparent,  that  it  will  not  be  long  before  I shall 
have  an  opportunity  of  acquainting  you  with 
the  success  which  it  has  met  with  there.— 
Your  meeting  nt  this  time  being  later  than 
usual,  I cannot  conclude,  without  earnest!)  re- 
commending to  you  to  give  as  much  dispatch  to 
the  public  affairs  as  tbe  nature  of  them  tull 
admit ; it  being  of  the  greatest  consequence, 
that  both  ouijfnends  and  our  enemies  should  be 
fully  convinced  of  your  firmness,  and  the  vigour 
of  your  proceedings.” 

The  Lords'  Address  thereon .]  Dec.  4.  The 
Lords  presented  the  following  Address: 

“ May  it  please  your  majesty  ; We,  your 
majesty’s  most  dutiful  and  obedient  subjects, 
the  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal  in  parliament 
assembled,  with  hearts  full  of  joy,  beg  leave  to 
congratulate  your  majesty  upon  occasiou  ot  ik 
many  great  successes  obtained  by  your  majes- 
ty's arms,  and  those  of  your  allies,  in  all  place?, 
during  this  wonderful  year.  We  could  not  hope 
for  any  thing  more  glorious,  than  the  opeoiDg 
the  campaign  by  tbe  ever-memorable  viewy 
gained  at  Ramiilies,  under  tbe  command  ol 
your  majesty’s  wise  and  valiant  general  the 
duke  of  Marlborough;  and  nothing  could  k 
more  seasonable,  at  tbe  close  of  tbe  campaign, 
than  the  complete  victory  gained  by  the  duke 
of  Savoy  and  prince  Eugene,  before  the  wslh  ot 
Turin.  The  illustrious  consequences  of  U>o« 
two  battles  made  it  impossible  for  your  eoeiaivs 
to  disguise  their  losses;  and  demonstrated  to 
the  world,  that  never  any  generals  better  under- 
stood how  to  make  use  of  their  success.  And 
if  we,  your  majesty’s  subjects,  should  not  do  all 
that  lies  iu  our  power,  towards  improving  the 
advantages  which  the  divine  Providence  Ins 
given  to  your  majesty  and  your  allies;  »• 
should  shew  ourselves  unthankful  to  God,  in- 
excusable to  your  majesty,  nnd  manifestly 
wanting  to  our  country,  and  the  common  can* 
of  Europe. — We  cannot  sufficiently  express  the 
universal  pleasure  and  satisfaction  of  your  peo- 
ple, upon  the  public  declaration  which  ywf 
majesty,  iu  concert  with  the  States  General, 
made  to  the  ministers  of  the  other  confederate 
princes,  1 That  no  negotiations  of  peace  should 
‘ be  entered  into,  but  in  conjunction  with  ad 
‘ tbe  Members  of  the  Grand  Alliance.’  Tin* 
generous  method  will  prerent  tbe  indirect  and 
dangerous  practices  of  tlie  common  enemy,  "-I 
put  a stop  to  clandestine  and  corrupt  transac- 
tions ; nnd  must  not  only  remove  all  present 
jealousies  from  the  allies,  but  create  iu  them  s 
lasting  confidence  ami  reliance  on  your  hottfnt 
and  justice. — Y our  majesty’s  example,  and  n;Jl 
of  the  States  General,  ought  to  inspire  all  tbe 
other  allies  with  a noble  emulation  of  acung 
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with  the  like  rigour.  If  any  of  them  have  been 
failing  for  the  time  past,  we  hope  your  majesty 
will  find  proper  means  to  let  them  see,  that  the 
only  right  amends  they  can  make  to  the  cause 
of  liberty,  is  by  doubling  their  efforts  at  this  im- 
portant conjuncture. — -This  will  be  the  true  way 
to  obtain  such  a peace  as  all  good  men  desire  ; 
which  may  secure  to  your  majesty's  subjects 
the  Protestant  Succession,  and  all  the  advan- 
tages of  trade  aud  commerce ; in~y  restore  the 
whole  monarchy  of  Spain  to  king  Charles  the 
Third ; may  fix  such  a barrier  for  the  States 
General  (in  whose  security  we  must  always 
think  tlie  interest  of  England  is  engaged)  as  may 
be  to  their  just  satisfaction  ; and  may  procure 
tuth  terms  and  conditions  for  all  the  allies,  as 
may  be  just,  safe,  and  honourable ; such  n 
peace  as  may  he  durable  and  lasting,  by  re- 
ducing effectually  the  exorbitant  power  of  a 
prince,  whose  restless  ambition  nothing  could 
satisfy,  and  who  has  always  despised  the  obliga- 
tions of  the  most  sacred  leagues  and  treaties. 

" Most  gracious  sovereign  ; We  cannot  omit 
tomakeour  most  thankful  acknowledgments, 
of  our  universal  happiness  under  your  just  and 
mild  government ; of  your  true  zeal  for  the  safe- 
ty and  honour. of  the  church  of  England  ; of  your 
great  care  for  the  due  administration  of  justice, 
and  your  tender  regard  for  the  properties  and  li 
her  ties  of  your  people ; but,  in  a particular  man- 
ner, we  must  own,  with  all  gratitude,  your  ina- 
jdty's  wisdom  and  foresight,  as  well  as  your 
goodness,  in  your  royal  endeavours,  to  bring  to 
p«s  an  entire  and  complete  Union  of  your  two 
kingdoms  of  England  and  -Scotland.  May  God 
Almighty  make  these  your  glorious  designs  suc- 
fc«ful!  and  may  your  majesty  long  reign  over 
nt,  to  see  the  happy  fruits  of  them,  in  the  safe- 
ty, tranquillity,  wealth,  honour,  and  flourishing 
estate,  of  your  majesty’s  united  people  !*' 

Tie  Queens  Answer.]  Her  majesty's  An- 
swer was  as  follows : 

“ My  lords ; I am  very  much  pleased  with 
the  many  expressions  of  your  affection  for  my 
service,  and  of  your  zeal  for  the  common  cause, 
in  the  several  particulars  of  this  Address,  which 
is  entirely  to  my  satisfaction,  and  I assure  my- 
•elf  it  wiu  have  its  just  weight  both  at  home  and 
abroad." 

The  Commons9  Address.]  The  Address  of 
tbe  Commons  was  as  follows  : 
u Most  gracious  Sovereign ; We,  your  majesty's 
most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Commons, 
in  parliament  assembled,  return  your  majesty 
oar  humble  thanks  for  your  most  gracious  speech 
from  the  throne. — And,  with  alt  thankfulness 
|o  Almighty  Ood,  we  congratulate  your  ma- 
jesty upon  the  signal  victory  obtained  by  your 
*nns,  and  those  of  your  allies,  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  duke  of  M arlborough,  nt  Ilamillies ; 
* victory,*  so  glorious  and  great  in  its  conse- 
quences, and  attended  with  such  continued  suc- 
cesses, through  the  whole  course  of  this  year, 
that  no  age  can  equal. — And  as  your  majesty's 
illies  have  shewed  their  firmness  and  good  dis- 
powtion  to  carry  Qn  the  w*ar  with  vigour,  so  the 
Commons  of  England  are  determined,  that  no 
VOL.  yi. 
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specious  pretences  of  pence  shall  divert  them 
from  their  steady  resolutions  of  enabling  your 
majesty  to  improve,  in  all  places,  the  advan- 
tages of  this  successful  campaign. — Th4  expe- 
rience your  Commons  have  had  of  the  prudent 
administration,  and  the  great  care  and  manage- 
ment in  the  application  of  the  public  aids,  en- 
courage us  to  assure  your  majesty,  that  we 
will  chearfully  give  such  speedy  and  effectual 
supplies,  us,  by  the  continuance  of  God’s  bless- 
ing upon  your  majesty’s  arms,  may  establish  the’ 
balance  of  power  in  Europe,  by  a safe,  honour- 
able, and  fasting,  peace. — YVfe  beg  leave  like- 
wise to  return  your  majesty  oui  hearty  thanks, 
for  your  promoting  the  Union  betwixt  England 
and  Scotland;  whereby  your  majesty  shews 
your  great  concern  and  tenderness,  not  only 
for  the  present,  but  die  future  happiness  of 
both  kingdoms.** 

The  Queens  Ansicer.]  The  Queen  gave  this 
Answer : 

“ Gentlemen  ; I thank  you  heartily  for  this 
Address,  aud  the  assurances  of  giving  me  ef- 
fectual supplies  to  carry  on  the  war,  and  to  ob- 
tain a safe  and  honourable  peace. — I am  glad 
to  find,  you  are  so  well  satisfied  with  the  appli- 
cation of  the  public  money. — As  to  the  matter 
of  the  Union  with  Scotland,  so  in  nil  other 
things,  1 shall  still  be  desirous  to  promote  ihe 
present  and  future  happiness  of  my  people.'* 

Thunks  given  to  the  Duke  of  Marlborough.] 
Dec.  5.  The  Duke  of  Marlborough  being  this 
day  present,  and  in  his  place  in  the  House  of 
Peers,  the  Lord  Keeper  gave  him  the  Thanks 
of  this  House,  as  follows : 

“ My  Lord  Duke  of  Marlborough ; I am 
commanded  by  this  House  to  give  your  grace 
their  Acknowledgment  and  Thanks,  for  the 
eminent  services  you  have  done,  since  the  last 
session  of  parliament,  to  her  majesty  and  your 
country,  together  with  their  confederates,  in 
this  just  and  necessary  war. — Though  your  for- 
mer successes  against  the  power  of  France, 
while  it  remained  unbroken,  gave  most  reason- 
able expectations,  that  you  would  not  fail  to 
improve  them  ; yet  what  your  grace  hath  per- 
formed this  last  campaign,  has  far  exceeded  all 
hopes,  even  of  such  as  were  the  most  affection- 
ate and  partial  to  their  country's  interest  and 
your  glory. — The  advantages  (1  use  the  lowest 
expressions  for  every  thing)  which  you  have 
gained  against  the  enemy,  are  of  such  a nature, 
so  conspicuous  in  themselves,  and  so  undoubt- 
edly owing  to  your  courage  and  conduct,  so 
sensibly  and  universally  beneficial  in  their  con- 
sequences to  the  whole  confederacy,  that  to  at- 
tempt to  adorn  them  with  the.  colouring  of 
words,  would  be  vain  and  inexcusable;  and 
therefore  1 decline  it,  the  rather  because  I 
should  certainly  offend  that  great  modesty, 
which  alone  can,  and  does  add  a lustre  to  your 
actions,  and  which,  in  your  grace’s  example, 
has  successfully  withstood  as  great  trials,  as 
that  virtue  has  met  with  in  nny  instance  what- 
soever.— Only  I beg  leave  to  say,  that  if  any 
thing  could  move  your  grace  to  reflect  with 
much  satisfaction  on  your  own  merit,  it  would 
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be  this,  that  bo  august  an  assembly  does  with 
one  voice  praise  and  thank  you ; an  honour, 
which  n judgment,  so  sure  as  that  of  your 
grace’s,  to  think  rightly  of  every  thing,  cannot 
but  prefer  to  the  ostentation  of  a public 
triumph.”  » 

To  which  His  Grace  replied,  as  follows  : 

“ l esteem  this  ns  a very  particular  honour, 
which  your  lordships  are  pleased  to  do  me: 
nobody  in  the  world  can  be  more  sensible  of  it 
than  1 am,  uor  more  desirous  to  deserve  the 
continuance  of  your  favour  and  good  opinion.” 

A Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  also 
attended  the  Duke,  to  give  him  Thanks  for  his 
eminent  services  to  her  majesty  and  this  king- 
dom, in  the  great  and  glorious  victory  and 
successes  obtained  over  the  enemy  the  last 
campaign  : And  his  grace  made  them  this  An- 
swer : 14  If  any  thing  could  add  to  my  satisfac- 
tion in  the  services  I have  endeavoured  to  do 
to  the  queen^nd  my  country,  it  would  be,  the 
particular  notice  which  the  House  of  Commons 
is  pleased  to  take  of  them,  so  much  to  my  ad- 
vantage/' 

Manor  of  Woodstock  settled  on  the  Duke  of  i 
Marlborough.]  Dec.  20.  A Bill  from  the 
Lords  for  settling  the  honours  and  dignities 
of  John  duke  of  Marlborough,  upon  his  pos- 
terity, and  annexing  the  honour  and  manor  of 
Woodstock,  and  House  of  Blenheim,  to  go 
along  with  the  said  honours,  was  read  three 
tunes  by  the  Commons,  and  passed  nem.  con.* 

Supplies  granted .]  Dec.  21-  There,  was 
now  so  good  an  understanding  between  the 
ministry  and  the  House,  that  they  voted  all  the 

• The  Creations  and  Promotions  at  this 
timo  were  as  follows : Towards  the  middle  of 
December  the  queen  was  pleased  to  create 
llenry,  ear)  of  Kent,  lord  chamberlain  of  her 
botishoSd,  viscount  Coder ick  in  the  county  of 
Hereford,  earl  of  llnrrold  in  the  county  of 
Bedford,  and  marquis  of  Kent.  A few  days 
after  her  majesty  was  also  pleased  to  create  Ro- 
bert, earl  of  Lindsey,  lord  great  chamberlain 
of  England,  ma>quis  of  Lindsey  in  the  county 
of  Liucoln ; Evelyn,  earl  of  Kingston,  marquis  i 
of  Dorchester  in  the  county  of  Dorset;  Tho- 
mas, lord  Whaiton,  viscount  Winchendon  in 
the  county  of  Bucks,  and  earl  of  Wharton  in 
the  county  of  Westmoreland : John,  lord 
Poulet,  of  Hinton  St.  George  in  the  county  of 
Somerset,  earl  Poulet;  Sidney,  lord  Godolphin, 
lord  high*  treasurer  of  England,  v iscount  Kialton, 
and  earl  of  Godolphin  in  the  county  of  Corn- 
wall; Hugh  lord  Cholmondeley,  viscount  Mal- 
pa»,  and  earl  of  Cholmondeley  in  the  county 
uf  Chester;  Henry,  lord  Walden,  son  and  heir 
apparent  of  Henry,  earl  of  Suffolk,  baron  of 
Chesterfield  in  the  county  of  Essex,  and  earl 
of  Bindon  in  the  county  of  Dorset ; the  lord 
keeper,  a peer  of  tin’s  kingdom  by  the  name 
And  title  of  W illiam,  lord  Cowper,  baron  of 
Wiugham  in  the  county  of  Kent ; and  Sir 
lliotnas  Pelham,  hart,  likewise  a peer  by  the 
name  and  title  of  lord  Pelham,  baron  of  Laugh- 
ton in  the  couuty  of  Sussex. 
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supplies  for  the  fleet  and  army  in  less  thaa 
a week:  so  that,  this  day  the  queen  came  to 
the  House  of  Peers,  and,  having  sent  for  the 
Commons,  the  Speaker  presented  the  bills,  and 
made  a speech  importing,  “ That  as  the  glori- 
ous victory  obtained  by  the  duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough at  ltamilhes  was  so  surprizing,  that  the 
battle  was  tbught  before  it  could  be  thought 
the  armies  were  in  the  held,  so  it  was  uo  less 
surprizing,  that  the  Commons  had  granted  sup- 
plies to  her  majesty,  before  her  enemies  could 
well  know  that  her  parliament  was  sitting.’’ 

The  Queen*s  Speech  on  passing  the  Monty 
Bills.]  After  which  her  majesty  gave  the 
royal  assent  to  the  Land-Tax  Bill  (4s.  in  the 
ound,)  the  Malt  Bill ; an  Act  for  settling  the 
onour  and  dignities  of  the  duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough, upon  his  posterity,  together  with  the 
manor  of  Woodstock,  &c.  And  her  majesty 
afterwards  made  the  following  Speech  to  both 
Houses: 

44  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ; I am  glad  of 
this  occasion  to  repeat  to  you  my  great  satis- 
faction in  your  several  Addresses  presented  to 
uic  in  the  beginning  of  this  Session. — Tbeieal 
and  affection  which/you  expressed  in  them  for 
uiy  service,  and  the  common  cause  of  Europe, 
cannot  fail  of  being  a great  encouragement  to 
all  nur  allies. — The  particular  notice  which  you 
have  taken  of  the  eminent  services  of  the  duke 
of  Marlborough  is  also  very  agreeable  to  me, 
and  1 make  no  question  but  it  will  be  so  to  the 
whole  Kingdom. 

44  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons;  I 
am  to  thank  you  in  a very  particular  mauner, 
for  the  more  than  usual  dispatch  of  the  Bills 
Supply,  with  which  you  have  presented  me.— 
This  will  enable  me  to  put  all  our  necessary 
preparations  for  next  year  into  a great  forward- 
ness, and  must  needs  have  a very  good  effect 
for  improving  the  advantages  of  the  last  cam* 
paign. 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  ; I suppose  you 
will  think  it  convenient  to  make  some  short 
recess  during  the  holidays. — The  zeal  and  una- 
nimity you  have  already  shewn,  are  a sufficient 
i assurance  to  me,  that  you  will  all  return  in  the 
i same  good  temper  and  disposition  to  dispatch 
j what  remains  ot  the  public  business.”* 


* 44  The  queen  dosed  the  year  with 
triumphal  processious.  At  the  request  of  the 
city  ot  London,  she  ordered  that  the  standards 
and  colours  taken  at  the  battle  of  llmniUies, 
and  which  were  lately  brought  frogi  the  Ne- 
therlands, should  be  put  up  in  Guildhall,  :ii 
trophies  of  that  victory.  Tins  was  done  with 
great  solemnity  on  tlie  19th  of  December. 
Soon  after  the  queen  having,  by  proclamation, 
appointed  a general  thanksgiving  for  the  great 
successes  of  her  arms,  and  those  of  her  allies, 
the  last  campaign,  she  went  to  the  cathedral  or 
St.  Paul's,  attended  by  both  Houses  ofP*1^1* 
ment,  the  great  officers  of  state,  the  judges, 
and  other  public  officers.  The  bishop  of  Sal* 
bury  preached  the  sermon  upon  this  occasion* 
Tindall. 
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Tht  Commons * Address  in  favour  of  the  Duke 
•f  Marlborough. ] January  7,  1707.  The 

Commons  having  taken  into  consideration  the 
eminent  services  of  John  duke  of  Marlborough, 
w hereby  the  glory  of  her  majesty’s  government, 
the  honour  and  safety  of  the  kingdom,  and  the 
interest  of  the  common  cause  had  been  so  high- 
ly advanced,  agreed  upon  the  following  Address 
to  the  queen : 

“ Must  gracious  Sovereign ; We  your  majes- 
ty's most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Com- 
mons of  England  in  parliament  assembled, 
taking  into  our  consideration  the  muny  emi- 
nent services  of  John  duke  of  Marlborough, 
whereby  the  glory  of  your  majesty's  govern- 
ment, the  honour  and  safety  of  your  kingdoms 
and  the  interest  of  the  common  cause  have 
been  so  highly  advanced,  do,  with  all  submis- 
sion, address  ourselves  to  your  majesty's  most 
sacred  person,  humbly  to  desire,  That,  as  your 
majesty  is,  at  your  expence,  graciously  pleased 
to  erect  the  house  of  Blenheim,  ns  a monu- 
ment of  his  glorious  actions,  and  the  House  of 
Peers,  by  your  majesty’s  permission,  have 
given  rise  to  a law  for  continuing  his  honours  to 
his  posterity,  we,  your  majesty’s  obedient 
Commons,  may  be  permitted  to  express  our 
sense-  of  so  distinguishing  n merit,  and  our 
ready  disposition  to  enable  your  majesty  to 
make  some  provision  for  the  more  honourable 
support  of  his  dignity  in  his  posterity,  in  such 
manner  as  shall  be  most  agreeable  to  your  ma- 
jesty.— Thus  the  gratitude  ofthe  whole  kingdom 
will  remain  upon  record  to  alier-ages,  and  en- 
courage others  to  follow  his  great  example.” 

The  Queen’s  dniayr.]  This  Address  being 
the  next  day  presented  to  the  queen  by  the 
whole  House,  her  majesty  was  pleased  to  an- 
swer in  these  words : 

Gentlemen ; I am  very  glad  you  have  so 
just  a sense  of  the  repeated  services  of  the  duke 
of  Marlborough ; I will  consider  of  your  Ad- 
dress, and  return  an  Answer  very  speedily.” 

The  Queen’s  Message  concerning  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough .]  Accordingly,  on  the  9th,  Mr. 
Secretary  Harley  delivered  to  the  House  the 
following  Message,  signed  by  her  majesty: 

“ Avne  R. 

u Her  majesty,  in  consideration  of  the  great 
ami  eminent  services  performed  by  the  lord 
Marlborough  in  the  first  year  of  her  reign,  ns 
well  by  his  prudent  negotiations  as  her  plenipo- 
tentiary at  the  Hague,  as  by  his  valour  and 
good  conduct  in  the  command  of  the  confe- 
derate armies  abroad,  thought  fit  to  grant  to 
him  ami  the  heirs  male  of  his  body,  the  title 
of  a duke,  of  this  realm,  and  as  a farther  mark 
of  her  favour  and  satisfaction  with  his  services, 
and  for  the  better  support  of  his  dignity,  her 
majesty  granted  to  the  said  duke  and  the  heirs 
male  of  his  body  during  his  life,  a pension  of 
5,000/.  per  annum,  out  of  the  revenue  of  the 
Post-office;  aud  an  act  having  passed  the  ses- 
sions for  settling  the  honours  and  dignities  of 
tbe  duke  of  Marlborough  upon  his  posterity, 
and  annexing  the  honour  and  manor  of  Wood- 
•wck,  and  Home  of  Blenheim,  -to  go  along  with 
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the  said  honours,  it  would  be  very  agreeable  to 
her  majesty  if  the  pension  of 5,000/.  per  annum, 
be  continued  and  limited  by  act  of  parliament 
to  his  posterity,  for  the  more  honourable  sup- 
port of  their  dignities,  in  like  manner  as  his 
honours,  and  the  honour  and  manor  of  Wood- 
stock  and  House  of  Blenheim,  are  already  li- 
mited and  settled.  Kensington,  Jan. 9,  1706 -7.” 
Vote  thereon .]  Upon  the  reading  of  this 
Message,  the  House  resolved,  “ That  a Bill  be 
brought  in  for  continuing  and  settling  upon 
John  duke  of  Marlborough  and  his  posterity 
the  pension  of  5,000/.  per  annum,  (already 
granted  by  her  majesty)  for  the  more  honoura- 
ble support  ol  their  dignities,  in  like  manner  as 
iiia  honour  and  dignities,  and  the  honour  and 
manor  of  Woodstock  and  House  of  Blenheim, 
are  already  limited  and  settled;  and  that  Mr. 
Secretary  Harley,  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, lord  Granby,  Mr.  Solicitor-general, 
col.  Strangwayes,  Mr.  Verney,  Mr.  Fortinan 
and  Mr.  Lowndes,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
Bill.” 

Resolutions  about  the  Supply .]  There  being 
several  Establishments  and  Accounts  relating 
to  the  Army,  Navy  and  Victualling,  laid  be- 
fore the  Commons : the  House  agreed  with  tbe 
committee  in  the  following  Resolutions  : 

1.  “ That  49,000/.  be  granted  to  her  majesty, 
for  the  payment  of  another  year's  interest  of  the 
unsatisfied  debentures  charged  upon  the  Irish 
forfeitures.  2.  That  a further  sum  of  10,000/. 
be  allowed  to  the  office  of  Ordnance,  towards 
making  a wharf  and  storehouse  at  Portsmouth. 
3.  That  120,000/.  be  granted  to  her  majesty 
for  the  Land-Service,  to  be  performed  by  the 
office  of  Ordnance  for  the  year  1707.  4.  That 

144,000/.  be  granted  to  her  majesty,  towards 
defraying  the  charge  of  transporting  Land- 
Forces.  5.  That  3,500/.  be  granted  to  her  pia- 
jesty,  for  the  charge  of  circulating  IJxchequer- 
Bills  for  another  year.” 

Then  Mr.  St.  John  presented  to  the  House 
an  Account  of  some  extraordinary  Charges  of 
the  War,  not  provided  fur  the  last  session  of 
parliament,  or  incurred  since;  and  also  of  the 
extraordinary  Charges  of  the  war  in  the  years 
1705,  and  1700,  for  Hordes. 

Further  Resolutions .]  The  next  day  the 
Commons  went  again  upon  the  Supply,  tor  the 
service  of  the  year  1707,  in  a Committee  of 
the  whole  House,  and  came  to  several  Resolu- 
tions, which  were  on  the  11th  reported  to 
the  House,  and  agreed  unto,  viz. 

1.  “ That  37,500 /.  be  granted  to  defray  the 
proportion  of  the  Subsidies  payable  to  the  king 
of  Denmark.  2.  That  150,000/.  be  granted  to 
defray  the  proportion  of  the  Charges  of  13,000 
men  in  the  service  of  the  king  of  Portugal.  3. 
That  160,000/.  be  granted  to  defray  the  pro- 

gortiou  of  the  Subsidies  payable  to  the  duke  of 
avoy.  4.  That  5,952/.  7s.  6d.  be  granted  to 
defray  the  propoitkm  of  the  Subsidies  payable 
to  the  lamlgrafe  of  Hesse-Cassd.  5.  That 
5,95 'll.  7s.  6d.  be  granted  to  defray  tl»e  propor- 
tion of  the  Subsidies  payable  to  the  Elector  of 
Treves.  6.  That  4,761/.  18s.  6d.  be  granted  to 
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defray  tlie  proportion  of  the  Subsidies  payable 
to  the  Elector  Palatine.  7.  That  50,000/.  be 
granted  to  defray  the  proportion  of  tbe  Charge 
of  8,000  men  sent  to  the  assistance  of  the  duke 
of  Savoy.*  8.  That  445,350/.  141.  2 d.  be  grant- 
ed fur  defraying  the  Charge  of  maintaining 
20,562  men,  part  of  her  majesty's  forces,  to  be 
employed  in  Spain  or  Portugal,  and  for  the 
general  oliicers.  contingences,  hospitals,  forage 
and  waggon-money,  and  for  the  garrison  of  Gib- 
raltar, and  for  general  odicers  serving  the  king 
of  Portugal,  for  the  year  1707.  9.  That 

186,206/.  4s.  2d,  be  granted  for  defraying  the 
Charge  of  maintaining  8,833  men  (additional 
forces)  to  be  employed  in  Spain  or  Portugal, 
and  for  the  general  oliicers  and  Contingences, 
for  the  service  of  the  year  1707.  And  lastly, 
10.  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to 
her  majesty,  That  she  will  be  pleased  to  give 
order,  that  the  Treaty  with  the  king  of  Prussia 
in  the  year  1706,  and  also  the  Treaty  with  the 
landgrave  of  He,se-Casscl,  may  be  laid  before 
this  House. 

Jan.  13.  Mr.  Secretary  Harley  laid  before 
the  House,  by  her  majesty’s  order,  the  Treaty 
for  repartition  of  the  Prussian  troops,  Hague, 
November  24,  1706.  And  also,  the  ratification 
ot  the  Treaty  for  the  inarch  of  the  Hessian 
troops  to  Italy,  concluded  May  20,  1706.  The 
consideration  w hereof  was  referred  to  the  grand 
committee  for  the  Supply.  And  on  the  16lh 
the  Commons  ordered  the  Commissioners  of 
Trade  to  lay  before  their  House  a State  of  the 
Newfoundland  trade,  in  relation  to  the  fishery. 
And  .Mr.  Secretary  Harley  presented  to  the 
House  a Representation  from  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  Trade  and  Plantations,  relating 
to  the  trade  with  Flanders:  And  extracts  of 
letters  from  Air.  Stepney,  her  majesty's  Envoy 
at  Brussels,  relating  to  trade;  The  considera- 
tinn  whereof  was  referred  to  the  committee  for 
the  whole  House,  who  were  to  consider  of  the 
Trade  of  tils  kingdom. 

The  Sume  advanced,  vn/ctl  to  hare  been  expend- 
ed for  the  Safety  and  Honour  of  the  Aalion.l 
Jan.  27.  A motion  being  made,  That  the  several 
Sams  of  money  for  the  extraordinary  services 
tbr  the  year  1706,  which  laid  been  agreed  to 
by  the  House,  had  been  advanced  and  expend- 
ed for  the  preservation  of  the  duke  of. Savoy, 
lor  the  interest  of  king  Charles  the  3d  in  Spaiu, 

“ AIJ  things  were  very  quiet  in  parliament 
till  the  Christmas  holidays,  but  the  cabals  of 
that  recess  produced  fiesh  play:  the  first  at- 
tack was  in  the  committee  of  supply,  where  a 
demand  was  made  for  nine  hundred  and  odd 
thousand  pounds  advanced  to  the  duke  of  Savoy 
and  prince  Eugene,  expended  on  nij  lord 
itivers  s expedition  over  and  above  the  Sup- 
plies given  the  last  session  of  parliament;  they 
carried  this  so  far  that  they  moved  a censure 
upon  the  ministry  for  it;  it  was  a long  and 
warm  debate,  and  upon  the  division  we  carried 
it  in  favour  of  the  service,  21 1 against  105  ” 
Letter  from  Robert  to  Horace  Walpole.  Feb 
12, 1706-7.  Coxe’s  Walpole,  vol.  2.  p.  6. 
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against  the  common  enemy,  and  for  the  safety 
and  honour  of  the  nation  : And  tbe  previous 
question  put,  1 hat  the'questiou  be  now  put,  it 
was  resolved  in  the  affirmative.  Then  the 
main  question  being  put,  it  was  carried,  by  a 
majority  ol  250  voices  against  150  •. 

D.bule  in  the  House  of  Lords , on  the  Earl 
of  Aot  ting  ham's  Motion,  that  the  Proceedings  on 
the  Union  in aif  be  laid  b fore  the  Lords. ] Jan. 
10.  The  Earl  of  MottinghaMft  acquainted  the 

• “ The  grant  of  the  Supplies  went  on  quicker 
than  was  usual.  There  was  only  one  particular, 
to  w hich  great  objections  were  made  ; Upon  the 
great  and  qarjy  success  of  the  former  campaign, 
it  was  thought  uecessary  to  follow  that,  with 
other  projects,  that  drew  on  a great  expence, 
beyond  what  had  becu  estimated,  and  laid  be- 
fore the  parliament.  An  einbaikation,  first 
designed  against  France,  and  afterwards  sent 
to  Portugal;  and  tbe  extraordinary  Supplies, 
that  the  duke  of  Savoy’s  affairs  called  for, 
amounted  to  ubout  000,000/.  more,  than  tud 
been  provided  for  by  parliament.  Some  com- 
plained of  this,  and  said,  that  if  a ministry 
could  thus  run  the  natiou  into  a great  charge, 
and  expect  that  the  parliament  must  pay  the 
reckoning,  this  might  have  very  ill  conse- 
quences. But  to  this  it  was  answered,  that  u 
ministry  deserved  public  thanks,  that  had  fol- 
lowed our  advantages,  with  such  vigour:  If  any 
tiling  was  raised  without  necessity,  or  ill  ap- 
plied, under  the  pretence  of  serving  the  public, 
it  was  very  reasonable  to  enquire  m it,  and  to 
let  it  fall  heavy  on  those,  whu  were  in  fault: 
But  if  no  other  exception  lay  to  it,  than  Le- 
cause  the  mutter  could  not  be  foreseen,  nor 
communicate  d to  the  parliament,  before  thus* 
accidents  happened,  that  occasioned  the  ex- 
pence,  it  was  a very  unjust  discouragement,  if 
ministers  were  to  be  quarrelled  with,  for  their 
care  and  zeal;  So  it  was  carried  by  a great 
majority,  to  dischaige  this  debt.  All  the  oilier 
Supplies,  and  among  them  the  equivalent  for 
Scotland,  were  given,  and  lodged  on  good 
funds : So  that  no  session  of  parliament  had 
ever  raised  so  much,  and  secured  it  so  well,  as 
this  had  done.”  Burnet. 

t y h)nniel,  the  son  of  Heneege  Finch,  earl 
of  Nottingham,  was  horn  in  1647,  and  suc- 
ceeded his  father  in  his  honour*  and  posses- 
sions. On  the  death  ot  Chnrles  the  Second  he 
was  one  of  the  privy -counsellors  who  signed  the 
order  for  proclaiming  the  duke  of  York,  but 
kept  at  a distance  from  the  court  that  whole 
reign.  ^ V\  hen  the  conveution  met  on  king 
James  s abdication,  he  was  the  principal  mana- 
ger ot  the  debates  in  favour  of  a regent,  against 
sett  ng  up  another  king  : yet  he  observed,  that 
it  one  was  made,  he  would  he  more  faithful  to 
him  than  those  who  made  him  could  be  ac- 
cording to  tlieir  own  piiuciples.  When  Wil- 
liam and  Mary  were  advanced  (o  the  throne, 
though  he  declined  die  office  of  lord  chancellor, 
he  accepted  that  of  secretary  of  state,  in  which 
station  he  continued  after  the  accession  of 
queen  Aune,  when  both  Lords  and  Commons 
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House  of  Peers,  that  he  had  something  of  great 
consequence  to  lay  before  tlu-iu,  and  therefore 

*ot«d  him  highly  deserving  the  great  trust  her 
majesty  reposed  in  him : yet  he  went  out  of  of- 
fice in  1704,  and  accepted  no  other  till  George 
the  first  came  to  the  crown,  when  he  was  made 
president  of  the  council;  hut  m 1716  he  finally 
retired  from  all  business  to  a studious  course  of 
life,  and  died  in  1730. 

“ “ All  the  Finches,**  says  Dunton,  “ have 
been  famous  for  their  wit  «nd  learning ; and 
this  noble  earl  is  a master  ot  eloquence  : yet 
his  speeches  in  parliament  were  never  known 
to  falter  with  the  secret  glosses  of  double  or 
reserved  senses  ; and  when  his  name  is  tra- 
duced (as  has  been  ihe  fate  of  the  best  favour- 
ites), his  innoceocy  hears  him  out  with  courage, 
lie  is  a peer  of  strict  and  remarkable  justice, 
•in  excellent  paymaster,  and  a most  accom- 
plt»lied  gentleman.’*  Macky  represents  him  in 
hi*  habit  and  manners  very  formal,  with  an  ex- 
terior air  of  business,  nod  application  enough 
to  make  him  very  capable.  Ix>rd  Orford’s 
Noble  Authors,  Park’s  edition,  vol.  4,  p.  1 19. 

The  Karl’s  character  is  thus  drawn  by  Swift  : 

“ His  vehement  and  frequent  speeches  against 
admitting  the  Prince  of  Orange  to  the  throne, 
are  yet  to  be  seen  ; and  although  a numerous 
Uiuily  gave  a specious  pretence  to  his  love  of 
power  and  money,  for  taking  an  employment 
under  that  monarch ; yet  he  was  allowed  to 
hare  always  kept  a reserve  of  allegiance  to  his 
enled  master,  of  which  his  friends  produce 
several  instances,  and  some  while  he  was  secre- 
tary of  state  to  king  William.  Ilia  outward  re- 
gularity of  life,  his  appearance  of  religion,  and 
feeeouug  zeal  fur  the  church,  as  they  are  an  ef- 
fect, so  they  are  the  excuse  for  that  stillness 
and  formality  with  which  his  nature  is  fraught 
11b  adust  complexion  disposed*  him  to  rigour 
and  severity,  winch  his  admirers  palliate  with 
the  name  of  zeal.  No  man  had  ever  a siticerer 
countenance,  or  more  truly  representing  his 
mind  and  manners.  He  hath  some  knowledge 
in  the  law,  very  amply  sufficient  to  defend  his 
property  at  least : a facility  of  utterance,  de- 
scended to  him  from  hi*  father,  and  improved 
l y a i«  w sprinklings  of  literature,  hath  brought 
Luns*  If.  and  some  few  admirers,  into  an  opi- 
nion of  Ins  eloquence.  He  is  every  way  infe- 
rior lo  Ins  brother  Guernsey,  but  chiefly  in 
those  talents  which  he  most  values  and  pretend* 
to;  over  whom,  nevertheless,  he  preserved!  an 
attendant.  His  great  ambition  was  to  be  the 
head  of  those  who  were  called  the  church- 
party;  and,  ind<  ed,  his  grave  solemn  deport- 
ment and  countenance,  seconded  by  abundance 
of  professions  for  their  service,  had  given  many 
of  them  an  opinion  of  his  veracity,  which  he 
interpreted  as  their  sense  of  his  judgment  and 
wisdom  ; and  this  mistake  lasted  till  th«  time 
of  bis  defection,  of  which  ir  was  partly  the 
rinse : but  then  it  plainly  appeared,  that  lie 
bail  not  credit  to  bring  over  one  single  prose- 
lyte, to  keep  himself  in  countenance.”  Swift's 
l oor  last  years  of  Queen  Anne. 
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desired,  that  they  would  appoint  a day  to  re- 
ceive it,  in  a full  House.  The  Lords  having 
named  the  Tuesday  following,  being  the  14th 
on  which  day  the  members,  in  and  about  town 
were  summoned  to  attend,  the  carl  of  Notting- 
ham, in  a set  speech,  represented  to  them. 
“ That  the  Union  of  the  two  kingdoms  of  Eng- 
land and  Scotland,  was  a matter  of  the  highest 
importance  j and  a work  of  so  much  ditticulty, 

« hat  ail  the  attempts  that  had  been  made  towards 
it,  in  the  last  century,  had  proved  ineffectual ; 
that  the  parliament  of  Scotland,  having  thought 
i fit  to  secure  the  Presbyterian  church-govern- 
I meut  in  that  kingdom,  it  became  the  wisdom  of 
the  parliament  of  England,  to  provide  betimes 
against  the  dangers,  with  which  the  church,  by 
law  established,  was  threatened,  in  case  the 
Union  was  accomplished:  And  therefore  he 
j moved,  That  an  Address  be  presented  to  the 
queen,  humbly  to  desire  her  majesty,  that  the 
proceeding*,  both  of  the  commissioners  for  the 
1 reaty  ot  Union,  and  tor  the  parliament  of 
Scotland,  relating  to  that  mutter,  should  be 
laid  before  them.” 

He  was  seconded  by  the  Earl  of  Rochester, 
who  declared,  “ He  was  for  no  Union,  and 
had  been  so  for  20  years  pa*t ; but  that  he  had 
a few  doubts  in  the  matter,  and  therefore  wa* 
for  entering  upon  the  debate  of  that  important 
affair  as  soon  as  possible.” 

The  Duke  of  Buckingham*  spoke  to  the 
same  purpose;  adding  “ That  the  Union  of 

* “ John  Sheffield,  son  of  Edmund,  earl  of 
Mulgrave,  was  born  about  1G50.  Having  the 
misfortuue  to  lose  his  father  before  he  was  ten 
years  old,  and  his  mother  soon  marrying  again, 
lie  wts  put  into  the  hand*  of  a tutor,  with  w hom 
he  was  so  little  satisfied,  tint  he  got  rid  of  him 
in  a short  time,  and  resolved  to  educate  him- 
self. Such  a purpose,  observes  Dr.  Johnson, 
formed  at  such  an  age,  and  successfully  prose- 
cuted, delights  as  it  is  strange,  and  instructs  as 
it  i*  real.  His  literary  acquisitions  are  the 
more  wonderful,  ns  those  years  in  which  they 
are  commonly  inane,  were  spent  in  the  tumult 
of  a military  life,  or  tfie  gaiety  of  a court.  In 
1665,  when  war  was  declared  against  the 
: Dutch,  he  went  on  hoard  the  ship  in  which 
[ prince  Rupert  sailed  ; and  volunteered  his  ser- 
! vires  a second  time  on  a similar  occasion,  in 
1672,  when  his  zeal  was  rewarded  by  an  ap- 
pointment to  the  command  of  the  best  second- 
rate  ship  in  the  navy.  He  afterwards  raised  a 
regiment  of  foot,  and  commanded  it  as  colonel. 
He  was  made  a gentleman  of  the  bedchamber, 
and  had  the  promise  of  a garter,  which  he  ob- 
tained in  his  25th  year,  lie  uft'Twntds  made 
a campaign  in  the  French  service  under  Tu- 
renne.  Being  opposed  by  the  duke  of  Mon- 
mouth in  bis  pretensions  to  the  first  troop  of 
horse-guards,  he  in  return  made  Monmouth 
suspected  by  the  duke  of  York  : and  when 
Monmouth  fell  into  disgrace,  he  obtained  the 
lieutenancy  of  Yorkshire  and  the  government 
of  Hull.  Coming  very  young  to  the  possession 
of  n plentiful  fortune,  says  Dr.  Anderson,  and  in 
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both  kingdom!  had  been  upon  the  anvil  since 
the  accession  of  king  James  1,  to  the  English 
throne;  and  as  it  could  not  be  expected  that 
so  weighty  a matter,  which  took  up  so  much 

an  age  when  pleasure  was  more  in  fashion  than 
business,  he  prosecuted  his  studies  amid  the  al- 
lurements of  dissipation,  and  in  making  his  way 
to  military  honours  and  civil  employments,  was 
never  wholly  negligent  of  literature,  but  at  least 
cultivated  poetry  ; in  which  he  must  have  been 
early  considered  as  skilful,  if  it  be  true,  which 
is  reported,  that  his  recommendation  advanced 
Dryden  to  the  laurel.  At  the  accession  of 
James  the  second,  with  whom  he  lived  in  great 
familiarity,  be  was  admitted  into  the  privy- 
council,  and  made  lord  chamberlain.  Though 
he  was  in  some  respects  a man  of  honour,  he 
was  4 apt  to  comply  with  any  thing  that  he 
• thought  might  be  acceptable.'  In  the  Revo- 
lution he  acquiesced,  though  he  did  not  promote 
it.  When  the  crown  was  settled  upon  William 
and  Mary,  he  voted  for  the  conjunctive  sove- 
reignty : this  vote  gratified  king  William  ; yet 

either  by  the  king's  distrust  or  his  own  discon- 
tent, he  lived  some  years  without  favour.  But 
in  1694  he  was  made  marquis  of  Normanby, 
and  soon  after  obtained  a pension  of  3,000/. 
Wheu  Anne  succeeded  to  the  throne,  he  was 
made  lord  privy-seal,  duke  of  Normanby,  and 
then  of  Buckinghamshire.  Soon  after,  becom- 
ing jealous  of  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  he  re- 
signed the  seals,  and  retiring  from  business, 
built  that  house  in  St.  James's  Park  which  is 
now  the  queen's,  upon  ground  granted  by  the 
crown.  On  the  succession  of  George  the  first 
he  became  a constant  opponent  of  the  court, 
and  having  no  public  employ,  is  supposed  to 
have  amused  himself  with  writing  his  two  tra- 
gedies, “ Julius  Caesar,”  and  u Marcus  Brutus.” 
He  died  Feb.  24,  1721,  and  was  buried  in 
Westminster  Abbey,  where  a monument  is 
laced  to  his  memory,  with  an  epitaph  written 
y himself. 

44  His  character,  says  Dr.  Johnson,  is  not  to 
be  proposed  as  worthy  of  imitation.  His  reli- 
gion he  may  he  supposed  to  have  learned  from 
Hobbes,  and  his  morality  was  such  as  naturally 
proceeds  from  loose  opinions.  His  sentiments 
with  respect  to  women  he  picked  up  in  the 
court  of  Charles,  and  his  principles  concerning 
property  were  such  as  a gaming-table  supplies. 
He  is  said,  however,  to  have  had  much  teuder- 
ness,  and  to  have  been  very  ready  to  apologize 
for  his  violences  of  passion.  As  a statesman, 
says  Dr.  Anderson,  he  is  characterized  by  a 
steady  attachment  to  Tory  principles  of  govern- 
ment. As  a courtier  he  is  distinguished  by  per- 
sonal dignity,  gracefulness,  and  good  breeding. 
As  a poet  he  has  been  eulogized  by  Dryden, 
Garth,  Prior,  Addison,  and  Pope ; but  this 
praise  has  received  a critical  counterpoise  from 
the  pens  of  Dr.  Johnson,  Dr.  Warton,  and  lord 
Orford ; whence  a writer  in  the  New  Biog. 
Diet,  has  taken  occasion  to  exclaim,  4 What  a 
4 precarious  and  uncertain  thing  is  literary  re- 
4 puiation,  and  how  miserably  may  many  an 
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time  and  labour  before,  should  now  be  com- 
pleated  in  a few  days,  therefore  he  was  for 
taking  it  forthwith  into  consideration.” 

The  Lord  High  Treasurer  Godolphin *,  aiv- 

4 author  flatter  and  delude  himself  with  dream* 
4 and  visions  of  immortal  fame  !'  ” Lord  Or- 
furd’s  Noble  Authors,  enlarged  by  Park,  vol.  4, 
p.  92. 

Macky  thus  drew  his  living  character,  about 
1704  : 44  The  duke  of  Buckinghamshire  is  a no- 
bleman of  learning  and  good  natural  parts,  but 
of  no  principles.  Violeut  for  the  high  church, 
yet  seldom  goes  to  it.  Very  proud,  insolent, 
and  covetous,  and  takes  all  advantages.  In 
paying  his  debts,  unwilling  ; and  is  neither  es- 
teemed nor  beloved  : for  notwithstanding  his 
great  interest  at  court,  it  is  certain  he  hath 
none  in  either  House  of  Parliament,  or  in  the 
country.  He  is  of  a middle  stature,  of  a brown 
complexion,  with  a sour,  lofty  look.”  Charac- 
ters of  the  Court  of  Great  Britain,  p.  20. 

• 44  This  statesman,  descended  from  a re- 
spectable family  in  Cornwall,  was  the  third  son 
of  sir  Francis  Godolphin,  k.  b.  The  first  situation 
he  held  was  that  of  page  to  Charles  2.  The 
utmost  endeavours  tn  learn  the  characters  of 
others,  and  to  conceal  his  own,  gained  him  a 
reputation  which  his  future  conduct  shows  he 
deserved.  His  negociathm  in  Holland  prepar- 
ed the  way  for  the  treaty  of  Nimeguen.  Charles 
esteemed  - him  as  his  most  faithful  minister. 
Though  lord  chamberlain  to  Mary  de  Modena, 
consort  of  James  2,  he  never  approved  the  vio- 
lence of  that  monarch,  but  as  duty  demanded, 
he  waited  upon  the  prince  of  Orange  to  ask 
what  was  his  object ; what  his  demands  were. 
When  lord  Clarendon  loaded  James  with  abuse, 
Godolphin  and  the  mnrquis  of  Halifax  con- 
ducted themselves  with  equal  propriety.  After 
the  Revolution  was  effected,  he  submitted  to 
the  new  order  of  things.  William  3 admired 
his  abilities,  incorruptibility,  and  taciturnity; 
retained  him  in  the  treasury,  and  honoured 
him,  by  making  him  a lord-justice,  during  his 
absence  from  the  kingdom  ; and  under  queen 
Anne  he  was  lord  high  treasurer.  The  fall 
Mr.  Harley,  which  he  wished,  deprived  him  of 
this  post;  he  died  soon  after,  in  the  house  of 
the  duke  of  Marlborough,  at  St.  Alban’s,  Sept. 
15,  1712,  and  was  buried  in  Westminster  Ab- 
bey. Though  a member  of  the  treasury  thirty 
years,  and  nine  of  them  at  the  head  of  it,  yet 
lie  died  worth  only  4,000/.  per  annum ; lie 
even  kept  his  servants  from  peculations— to 
him  we  are  indebted  for  the  present  low  inte- 
rest of  money.  In  tour  reigns  he  was  a favour- 
ite with  the  sovereigns,  yet  never,  in  one  in- 
stance, sacrificed  the  interest  of  the  people. 
Queen  Anne,  it  is  well  known,  had  loved  him 
when  young,  but  state  necessity  prevented  ber 
union  with  a subject.  His  understanding  was 
strong  and  clear  ; he  despised  vanity  : it  wns 
with  difficulty  he  could  be  prevailed  upon  to 
accept  the  titles  of  earl  of  Godolphin,  and  vis- 
count Rial  ton  ; he  absolutely  declined  being 
elected  a knight  of  the  garter.  Flattery  was 
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swered,  “That  this  affair  was  not  yet  ripe  for 
them  to  debate,  and  that  they  need  not  doubt, 
bot  thither  majesty  would  communicate  to  the 
parliament  of  England,  ail  the  proceedings 
about  the  Union,  as  soon  as  that  of  Scotland 
ibooid  have  gone  through  with  it.'* 

Tbe  lords  Wharton,  Somers,  and  Halifax, 
•puke  on  the  same  side,  and  urged,  “ That  it 
an  honour  to  this  nation,  that  the  Treaty 
of  Union  should  lirst  come  ratified  from  the 
parliament  of  Scotland:  and  that  then,  and 
not  before,  was  the  proper  time  to  take  the 
same  iato  consideration.’' 

The  Motion  dropped.]  Feb.  S.  Upon  which, 
the  other  party  finding  they  were  too  weak  to  j 
carry  the  question,  the  earl  of  Nottingham's 
motion  was  dropped. 

sdous  to  him.  He  seldom  promised,  but  often 
pre  without  application.  Retired  and  silent, 
umittancc  was  denied  to  all.  His  foible  was 
tnost  immoderate  love  for  gaming  ; he  plead- 
ed in  excuse  his  dislike  to  conversation.  Go- 
(Uphin  was  short  and  thin  ; of  complexion 
warthv  ; and  of  countenance  stern,  even  to  se- 
venty. . Nobles  Continuation  of  Granger,  vol. 
6,  p.  1C. 

Swift’s  Character  of  the  Earl  is  as  follows  : 

“ It  is  said,  he  was  originally  intended  for  a 
’ride,  before  his  friends  preferred  him  to  he  a 
mitt  court,  which  some  have  very  unjustly 
objected  as  a reproach.  He  bath  risen  gradu- 
ally m four  reigns,  and  was  more  constant  to  his 
second  master  king  James,  than  some  others 
*bobad  received  much  greater  obligation*;  for 
1*  attended  the  abdicated  king  to  the  sea  side, 
ud  kept  constant  correspondence  with  him  till 
the  day  of  his  death.  He  always  professed  a 
•oft  of  passion  lor  the  queen  at  St.  Germain’s; 
*nd  his  letters  were  to  her  in  the  style  of  what 
th*  French  call  double-entendre.  In  a mixture 
of  love  and  respect,  he  used  frequently  to  send 
her  from  hence  little  presents  of  those  things 
•Hicb  are  agreeable  to  ladies,  for  which  he  al- 
ways asked  king  William’s  leave,  as  if  without 
l*r  privity ; because  if  she  had  known  that 
sifcumstance,  it  was  to  be  supposed  she  would 
not  accept  them.  Physiognomists  would  hard- 
ly discover,  by  consulting  the  aspect  of  this 
lord,  that  his  predominant  passions  were  love 
lrjd  play ; that  he  could  sometimes  scratch  out 
• song  in  praise  of  his  mistress  with  a pencil 
•»d  card ; or  that  he  hath  tears  at  cominaud, 
like  a woman,  to  be  used  either  in  an  intrigue 
gaiiantrv,  or  politics.  His  alliance  with  the 
Marlborough  family,  and  his  passion  for  the 
dutches*,  were  the  cords  which  dragged  him 
>nto  t party,  whose  principles  he  naturally  dis- 
liked, and  whose  leaders  lie  personally  bated, 
4S  they  did  him.  He  became  a thorough 
convert,  by  a perfect  trifle,  taking  fire  at  a uick- 
°5B|w»  (Volpone),  delivered  by  Dr.  Sacheverel, 
«ith  great  indiscretion  from  the  pulpit,  which 
l*  applied  to  hiinse If : and  this  is  one,  among 
“Nny  instances  given  by  his  enemies,  that  mag- 
nanimity is  none  of  his  virtues.”  Swift’s  Four 
Lut  Year*  of  Queen  Anne,  p.  18. 
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The  Queen’s  Speech  concerning  the  Union.] 
Jan.  28.  By  this  time  the  act  of  the  parlia- 
ment of  Scotland,  for  ratifying  the  Treaty  of 
Union,  was  sent  up  to  London.  Upon  which, 
the  queen  came  this  day  to  the  House  of  Peers, 
and  made  the  following  Speech  to  both  Houses: 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ; Having  ac- 
quainted you  at  the  opening  of  this  session, 
that  tbe  'Treaty  for  an  Union  between  Eng- 
land and  Scotland,  which  had  been  concluded 
here  by  the  Commissioners  appointed  for  that 
purpose,  in  pursuance  of  the  powers  given  by 
the  parliaments  of  both  kingdoms,  was  then 
under  the  consideration  of  the  parliament  of 
Scotland,  1 can  now,  with  great  satisfaction, 
inform  you,  that  the  said  Treaty  has  been  rati- 
fied by  act  of  parliament  in  Scotland,  with 
some  alterations  and  additions. — I have  direct- 
ed the  Treaty  agreed  to  by  the  commissioners  of 
both  kingdoms,  and  also  the  Act  of  Ratification 
from  Scotland,  to  be  laid  before  you,  and  1 hope 
it  will  meet  with  your  concurrence  and  appro- 
bation. 

••  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons;  It 
being  agreed  by  this  Treaty,  that  Scotland  is 
to  have  an  equivalent  for  what  that  kingdom  i* 
obliged  to  contribute  towards  paying  the  debts 
of  England,  I must  recommend  to  you,  that,  in 
case  you  agree  to  the  Treaty,  you  would  take 
care  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  equiva- 
lent to  Scotland  accordingly. 

u My  Lords  and  Gentlemen;  You  have  now 
an  opportunity  before  you,  of  putting  the  last 
hand  to  a happy  Union  of  the  two  kingdoms, 
which  I hope  will  be  a lasting  blessing  to  the 
whole  island,  a great  addition  to  its  wealth  and 
power,  and  a firm  security  to  the  protestnnt 
religion. — The  advantages  which  will  accrue  to 
us  all  from  an  Union,  are  so  apparent,  that  I 
will  add  uo  more,  hut  that  I shall  look  upon  it 
as  a particular  happiness  if  this  great  work, 
which  has  l>een  *o  often  attempted  without  suc- 
cess, can  be  brought  to  perfection  in  my  reign.'” 

The  Articles  of  the  Union  presented  to  the 
House  if  Commons.]  The  lord  Coningsby  upon 
the  return  of  the  Commons  to  their  own  House, 
by  her  majesty’s  command,  presented  to  them 
the  Articles  of  the  Union*,  agreed  upon  by  the 
commissioners,  the  act  of  parliament  passed  in 
Scotland  for  the  ratification  of  them,  and  a copy 
of  the  Minute  book,  of  the  Proceedings  of  the 
said  Commissioners,  which  were  ordered  to  be 
printed;  and  upon  a motion  being  made,  and 
the  question  being  put,  That  an  Address  should 
be  presented  to  the  queen,  to  order  the  Minutes 
of  the  former  Commissioners  proceeding  in  the 
first  year  of  her  reign,  about  an  Union,  to  be 
laid  before  the  House,  it  passed  in  the  negative; 
and  they  afterwards  resolved  on  an  Address  of 
thanks  to  her  majesty  for  her  Speech,  and  for 
communicating  the  Articles  of  the  Union,  nnd 
the  Scottish  Ratification  of  them,;  To  which  the 
queen  made  answer,  “ She  was  well  pleased, 
what  she  had  done  was  so  much  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  that  House.” 


PARL.  HISTORY,  5 Annb,  1 707- — concerning  the  Union. 


See  Appendix,  No.  II. 


I 

559]  PARL.  HISTORY,  5 Anne,  1707. — Debate  in  the  Commons  [500 


An  Act  far  the  Security  of'  the  Church  of 
England.]  Feb.  3.  The  Lords  on  the  motion 
of  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  ordered  a 
Bill  to  be  brought  in  for  tire  Security  of  the 
Church  of  England ; winch  being  read  a 
second  tune,  this  day  (the  queen  and  prince 
being  present)  a question  was  put,  Whether  it 
should  be  an  Instruction,  by  the  leave  of  the 
House,  to  insert  in  the  bill,  the  Act  made  the 
35  Car.  2,  entitled,  4 An  Act  for  the  prevent- 
ing dangers  which  may  happen  from  Popish 

* Recusants which  was  resolved  in  the  nega- 
tive by  a majority  of  63  voices  against  33. 
Ti»eu  another  question  was  put,  That  it  be  an 
instruction  to  the  committee  of  the  whole 
House,  to  whom  the  Bill  for  Security  of  the 
Church  was  committed,  that  there  should  be 
inserted  in  the  said  bill,  as  a fundamental 
condition  of  the  intended  Union  with  Scotland, 
particular  nnd  express  words,  declaring,  perpe- 
tual and  unalterable,  an  act  of  parliament 
made  the  25  Car.  2,  entitled,  * An  Act  for  pre- 

* venting,  &c.' 

Protest  thereon .]  But  this  being  resolved 
also  in  the  negative,  occasioned  the  following 
Protest : 

tl  We  conceive  that  this  Act  doth  deserve  to 
be  particularly  mentioned,  and  not  left  to 
double  constructions ; because  at  it  was  at 
first  made  to  secure  our  church,  then  in  dan- 
ger, by  the  concurrence  of  Papists  mid  Dis- 
senters to  destroy  it ; so  they  have  found  by 
experience,  boin  in  the  reign  of  king  Charles 
2,  and  of  king  James  2,  that  it  was  the  most 
effectual  means  of  our  preservation,  by  remov- 
ing from  their  employments  the  greatest  ene- 
mies of  our  church  ; and  particularly  in  the 
reign  of  the  late  king  James  2,  the  assuming  of 
a dispensing  power,  and  illegal  practices,  by 
closeting  and  corrupting  the  members  of  pariiu- 
liatnent,  were  chiefly  levelled  against  the  Test 
Act.  (Signeil)  Northampton,  Nottingham, 
Buckingham,  Craven,  Thomas  Roffeii.  Guil- 
ford, R.  Dunelm.  Beaufort,  Scnrsdale,  Jo. 
Ebor.  R.  Cestriens.  Stawel,  Thnnet,  Anglesea, 
Howard.  Sussex,  Weymouth, Granville,  Guern- 
sey, North  and  Grey.* 

After  which  their  lordships  went  through  the 

Bill.* 


* Dr.  Culumy  has  the  following  observation 
on  this  Act : “ Hie  thus  confirming  the  net  of 
uniformity  and  the  ecclesiastical  constitution 
here  in  England,  in  :t!l  particulars,  upon  the 
present  foot  for  perpetuity,  was  reckoned  by  the 
dissenters  to  make  (heir  way  the  clearer,  sipce 
all  hopes  of  a further  reformation  of  the  con- 
stitution (of  which  there  is  so  much  need)  were 
hereby  taken  away.  The  old  puritans  many  of 
them  fell  in  w ith  the  established  church,  in  hope 
of  that  w.»y  contributing  to  a farther  reforma- 
tion : and  they,  that  adhere  to  their  principles 
have,  since  the  restoration,  been  often  pressed 
to  imitate  their  example,  and  fall  in  with  the 
established  church,  with  that  view  ; and  some 
worthy  persons  actually  have  done  it  : but  tin* 
government  by  this  settlement  of  all  things  in 


Debate  in  the  House  oj  Commons  concerning 
the  Union.]  Feb.  4.  The  House  resolved 
itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole  House,  to 
consider  of  the  Articles  of  Union,  and  Act  of 
Ratification  of  the  parliament  of  Scotland,  sod 
Mr.  Compton  being  chosen  chairman, 

Air.  Charles  C«e*ur  opened  i lie  debate,  and 
raised,  though  modestly,  some  scruples  aguiust 
the  Uiruu.  He  whs  seconded  by 

Sir  John  Packinfiton,  who  said,  “ That  the 
business  of  the  Union,  that  was  now  before 
them,  being  of  the  highest  importance,  required 
therefore  the  most  deliberate  consideration ; 
that,  with  rehit'ou  thereto,  people  without 
doors  had  been,  thr  a long  tunc,  tongue-tied 
by  a special  order  of  council,  which  not  reach- 
ing them  within  those  walls,  he  would  very 
Ireelv  unpait  las  thoughts  about  it.  That,  for 
his  part,  he  was  absolutely  against  this  incor- 
porating Union,  which  lie  said,  was  like  the 
luarrving  a woman  agaiust  Iter  convent:  im 
Union  that  was  cairied  on  by  corrupthoi  sod 
bribery  within  doors,  and  by  force  and  violence 
without,  &c.”  Many  of  the  members  taking 
offence  at  these  bold  expressions  which  so 
highly  reflected  both  on  her  ma)csty’s  minister), 
and  the  Scottish  Commissioners  and  parliament; 
sir  J.  Fnckingtou  said  he  was  informed,  That 
in  Scotland  they  said  the  Union  was  ca  ried  by 
bribery  and  force : adding.  44  That  the  pro- 
moters thereof,  in  thus  husely  giving  up  timr 
independent  constitution,  had  actually  betrayed 
the  trust  reposed  m them,  and  therefore  be 
would  leave  it  to  the  judgment  of  the  Hume  to 
consider,  whether  or  in  men  of  such  principle* 
were  fit  to  be  admitted  to  sit  amongst  ihem? 
That,  among  the  many  i u conveniences  and  irre- 
concilable contradictions  this  Union  washable 
to,  he  would  only  take  notice  of  tins  material 
one,  viz.  That  her  majesty,  by  the  ConmaiHS 
Oath,  was  obliged  to  maintain  the  Cmircti  oi 
England,  ns  by  law  established,  ami  bound 
likewise,  by  the  said  Oath,  to  defend  the  Pres- 
byterian Kirk  of  Scotland,  in  one  nnd  the  same 
kingdom  : Now,  said  he,  after  this  Union  win 
force,  who  shall  administer  tins  oath  to  her 
majesty  ? It  is  not  the  business  of  the  Scots, 
who  are  uncnpable  of  it,  and  no  well-wisher* 
to  the  Church  of  England:  it  b then  only  th# 
pint  of  the  bishops  to  do  it  ; and  can  it  be»uP" 
posed  those  reverend  prelates  will,  or  can  aft 
a thing  *o  contrary  to  their  own  order  and  in- 
stitution, as  thus  to  promote  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Pieshytcrion  chu-ch-got eminent 

the  church  as  they  were  to  perpetuity,  aud 
embodying  this  settlement  with  the  Union,  and 
nmking  it  h fundamental  pari  of  it,  has  quite 
silenced  that  plea,  and  made  it  as  senseless  M 
urge  it  a»  it  would  be  weak  to  regatd  it. 
that  henceforward  all,  that  are  convinced,  tltft 
a farther  reformation  is  needful,  audtlwtitn 
their  dut  y in  their  places  to  pursue  it,  are  bound 
in  conscience  to  keep  at  a distance  horn  that 
church,  which  (as  much  ns  in  it  lies)  burred  iJI 
avenues  of  farther  light,  and  determined  by  * 
law,  that  it  will  be,  as  it  is,  for  ever." 
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in  (his  United  Kingdom  ?”  Ue  urged,  “ That 
the  Church  oi'  England  being  established  jure 
dmtw,  and  the  Scots  pretending  that  ilieir 
Kirk  was  also  jure  divino , ho  could  not  toil, 
how  two  nations  that  clashed  in  so  essential  a 
point,  could  unite : and  therefore  be  thought  it 
proper  to  consult  the  Convocation  about  this 
critical  point.’* 

Major  general  Mordant  in  opposition  to  sir 
John  Fackington,  said,  “ That  he  knew  of  no 
ohm ir  jure  divino  than  God  Almighty’s  pernus- 
lioo  : In  which  sense  it  might  he  said  that  the 
church  of  England  and  ihe  kirk  of  Scotland 
were  both  jure  divino,  because  God  Almighty 
bail  permitted  that  the  tirst  should  prevail  iu 
England,  and  the  other  m Scotland,  and  that 
thr  member  whoipoke  last, might,  if  bethought 
fir,  consult  the  Convocation,  for  hu  own  par- 
ticular instruction  ; hut  that  it  would  be  dero- 
gatory from  the  rights  of  the  Commons  of 
England  to  advise  on  this  occasion,  with  an 
infer*  r assembly,  who  had  no  share  in  the  legis- 
lature ” 

Little  «as  said  in  answer  to  this  speech ; 
only  Kune  members  moved,  “ That  the  fir>t 
Article  of  the  Treaty,  which  uwplyed  a peremp- 
tory agreement  to  an  incorporating  Uuion 
might  be  postponed,  a>>d  tb  it  the  House  should 
proceed  to  the  cm-Kleiatmn  of  tiie  terms  of 
(bat  intended  Uni  ill  contained  in  the  other 
Articles.” 

Thr  Artie  let  of  the  Treaty  approved  of  by  the 
Coast j«i.]  Which  motion  being  rejected  by 
» great  majority,  several  members  of  tlie  op- 
posite side  went  out  of  the  House,  nod  the  rest 
read  and  approved,  without  opposition,  the  1st, 
2<i,  and  4th  Articles  of  the  Treaty,  and  read 
the  Mh. 

Feb.  8.  The  Commons,  in  a committee  of 
the  whole  House,-  went  through,  and  approved 
tU  remaining  Articles  of  the  Treaty.  The  only 
objection  the  other  party  raised  on  this  occa- 
sion, was  that  they  went  post-haste  in  a busi- 
ness of  the  highest  importance.  To  which  it 
was  answered,  “ that  deliberation  always  sup- 
poses  doubts  and  difficulties,  hut  no  material 
objections  being  offered  against  any  of  the 
Articles,  there  was  no  room  for  delays.’  But 
*ome  of  the  men,  hers  still  crying  out  ‘ post-haste, 

1 povt- haste;’  Sir  Thomas  Littleton  very  smartly 
pursued  the  allegory,  and  said,  “ They  did  not 
nd«  posthaste,  but  a good  easy  trot : and,  for 
bis  part,  as  long  as  the  weather  was  fair,  the 
mads  good,  and  their  horses  in  heart,  he  was 
of  opinion,  they  ought  to  jog  on,  and  not  take 
op  Ull  it  was  night.’’ 

Feb.  8.  The  Commons  received  the  repot  t 
of  their  grand  committee,  with  their  resolu- 
tions, containing  their  approbation  of  the  Ar- 
ticles of  the  Upton,  as  amended  and  ratifyed  by 
the  parliament  of  Scotland,  to  which  the 
House  agreed,  without  any  amendment ; and 
ordered  a Bill  to  be  brought  in  to  ratify  the 
•ame. 

Debate  in  the  House  of  Lords  concerning  the 
L»ioa.]  Feb.  16th.  Tnis  day,  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  there  was  a grund  debate  about  the 
▼oi.  vi. 
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Treaty  of  Union,  the  queen  being  present.  Their 
lordships  having  resolved  themselves  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole  House,  jpud  the  Bishop 
of  Salisbury  (Dr.  Burnet)  being  called  upon  to 
take  the  chair,  the  debate  on  the  first  Article 
was  opened  by 

The  Earl  of  Rochester , who  acquainted  the 
House,  “ That  he.  had  many  things  to  object  to 
several  of  those  Articles,  which,  he  said,  it  was 
all  one  to  him  whether  their  lordships  would 
please  to  receive  them  now,  or  when  those 
Articles  came  more  properly  uuder  their  con- 
sideration.” 

The  Earl  of  Anglescu  moved,  “ That  the  first 
Article  might  be  postponed,  it  being  impossible 
for  him  to  give  Ins  vote  to  it,  before  he  knew,  and 
wus  thoroughly  satisfied,  wherein  this  Union 
was  to  consist.”  Several  others  were  of  that 
opinion,  among  w hom  the  bishop  of  Bath  and 
Wells  spoke  much  to  the  same  effect. 

The  Earl  of  Nottingham  excepted  against 
i he  name  of  * (ire.it- Britain,’  alUdgiug,  it  was 
su«  h an  innovation  in  the  monarchy  as  totally 
subvened  all  the  laws  of  England,  and  there- 
fore moved,  that  the  judges  opinion  might  be 
asked  about  it ; wherein  he  was  seconded  by 
several  other  lords : hereupon  the  Judges 
being  severally  asked  their  opinions  in  that 
respect,  unanimously  declared  they  could  not 
conceive  that  it  any  ways  altered  or  impaired 
the  constitution  of  this  realm,  whose  laws,  they 
were  of  opinion,  must  remain  entirely  the  same 
as  well  after  as  before  the  Uuion,  except  such 
as  were  altogether  inconsistent  with,  and  di- 
rectly contrary  thereto. 

Lord  Haver  sham.  “ My  lord  ; What  my 
noble  lord  (Rochester)  has  mentioned  to  your 
lordships,  occasions  my  standing  up ; I find 
myself  under  the  same  difficulties : I have 
several  things  to  say  to  this  matter  of  the  Union, 
to  your  lordships,  and  it  is  very  indifferent  to 
me  when  I offer  them.  I have  a tight  of 
speaking  my  thoughts,  and  entering  uiy  protest 
too,  to  any  thing  1 dislike,  and  1 shall  certainly 
find  some  time  to  do  so,  before  this  matter 
can  pass  into  a law.  I am  in  your  lordships 
judgment,  whether  you  will  allow  me  to  speak 
what  I have  to  say,  now. 

“ My  lords,  with  what  disposition  I come 
hither,  I hope,  may  be  collected  by  the  motion 
I made  your  lordships  last  year,  for  repealing 
certain  clauses  that  were  grievous  to  Scotland. 
I would  do  any  thing  that  was  for  the  benefit 
and  good  of  both  nations. 

‘'■These  Articles  come  to  yourlordship9  with 
the  greatest  counteuuncc  of  authority  that  I 
think  it  is  possible  any  thing  can  come  y your 
commissioners  have  agreed  to  them  ; the  Scots 
parliament  has,  with  some  few  amendments, 
ratified  them  ; and  the  queen  herself,  from  the 
throne,  approves  of  them ; and  yet  you  must 
give  me  leave  to  say  that  authority,  though  it 
he  the  strongest  metr  e to  incline  the  will,  is 
the  weakest  argument  in  Blithe  world  to*  con- 
vince the  understanding.  It  is  the  argument 
the  Church  of  Rome  makes  use  of  for  their 
superstitious  worship,  where  there  are  ten  Ava- 
il O 
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inaries  to  one  Pater-noster;  just  as  unreason- 
able as  if  ten  times  the  application  and  Ad- 
dress were  made  to  a she- favourite,  as  to  the 
person  of  a Sovereign,  which  is  a kind  of  state 
idolatry. 

“ I would  not,  my  Lord*,  be  misunderstood,  as 
if  I were  against  an  Union.  A foedcml  Union, 
an  Union  of  interest,  an  Union  in  Succession  is 
what  I shall  be  always  for;  nay,  were  it 
whether  a people  inhabiting  the  same  island, 
speaking  the  same  language,  and  having 
the  same  religion,  should  be  under  one  and 
the  same  form  of  policy  and  government,  I 
cannot  see  how  any  man  could  be  against  it ; 
but  this  a matter  of  a quite  different  nature  ; 
it  is,  whether  two  nations  independent  in  their 
sovereignties,  that  have  their  distinct  laws  and 
mteresis,  and,  what  I cannot  forget,  their  dif- 
ferent form*  of  worship,  church  government 
and  order,  shall  be  united  into  one  kingdom. — 
An  Union  made  up,  in  my  opinion,  of  so  many 
mismatched  pieces,  of  such  jarring,  incongruous 
ingredients,  that,  should  it  ever  take  effect,  I 
fear  would  carry  the  necessary  consequence  of 
a standing  power  and  force,  to  keep  ns  from 
falling  asunder,  and  breaking  in  pieces  every 
moment  : for,  as  my  lord  Bacon  well  observes, 
(whom  I take  to  have  been  a very  great  man, 
though  sometimes  the  courtier  got  the  better 
of  the  philosopher)  an  unity,  says  he,  that  is 
pieced  up  by  a direct  admission  of  contraries 
m the  fundamental  points  of  it,  is  like  the  toes 
of  Nebuchadnezzar’s  image,  which  were  made 
of  iron  and  clay;  they  may  cleave  together, 
but  can  never  incorporate. 

“ Another  reason  why  I am  agninvt  an  in- 
corporating Union  is  for  the  sake  of  the  good 
old  English  constitution  justly  allowed  to  be  the 
most  equal  and  best  poised  government  in  all 
the  world,  the  peculiar  excellency  of  which  lies 
in  that  well  proportioned  distribution  of  powers, 
whereby  the  greatness  of  the  monarch,  and 
the  safety  of  the  people,  are  at  once  provided 
for;  and  it  is  a maxim  in  nil  policy,  that  the 
surest  w ay  to  preserve  any  government,  is  by  a 
strict  adherence  to  its  principles,  so  that  whilst 
this  balance  of  power  is  kept  equal,  the  consti- 
tution is  safe  ; but  who  can  answer  what  al- 
teration so  great  a weight,  ns  sixty-one  Scots 
members,  and  those  too  returned  by  a Scots 
privy-council,  when  thrown  into  the  balance, 
niny  make  ? 

“ Besides,  iny  lords,  I most  own  I am  ap- 
prehensive of  the  precedent,  and  know  not  how- 
far  it  may  be  carried  hereafter,  or  what  altera- 
tions future  parliaments  may  think  fit  to  make ; It 
is  evideift,  by  the  two  and  twentieth  Article, 
that  abovea  hundred  Scots  peers,  and  as  many 
commoner*,  are  excluded  from  sitting  and 
voting  in  the  British  parliament ; who  perhaps 
os  little  thought  of  being  so  a year  or  two  ago, 
os  any  of  your  lordships  do  now  ; for  they  had 
as  much  nulit  hy  inheritance,  of  sitting  there, 
•s  any  one  lord  in  this  House  has  of  sitting 
here  ; and  that  right  too,  as  well  and  ns  strongly 
fenced  and  secured  to  them  by  the  fundamental 
low*  of  their  kiugdoto,  by  Claim  of  Right,  and 
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act  of  parliament,  which  made  it  treason  to 
make  any  alteration  in  the  constitution  of  that 
kingdom  ; and  yet  have  not  they  lost  their  pri- 
vilege? And  what  one  security  has  any  peer 
of  England,  hy  the  laws  of  this  land,  to  hii 
right  and  privilege  of  peerage  that  those  lords 
had  not  ? My  lords  the  bishops  have  once 
been  voted  out  of  this  House  by  the  temporal 
lords  already,  and  who  knows  what  question 
may  come  hereafter:  I will  venture  my  life  in 
deft  ticc  of  the  church  of  England,  and  yet, 
at  the  same  time  own  niy*elf  an  occasional 
conformist.  But  if,  my  lords,  the  bishop*,  will 
weaken  their  own  cause  so  far  os  to  give  up 
the  two  great  points  of  episcopal  ordination 
and  confirmation,  if  they  will  approve  and  ra- 
tify the  act  for  securing  thepresbyieriun  church 
government  in  Scotland,  as  the  tiue  protes- 
tant  religion  and  purity  of  worship,  they  give 
up  that  w hich  bus  been  contended  for  between 
them  and  the  presbyterians  these,  thirty  years ; 
and  which  I will  undertake  to  prove  to  my 
lords,  the  biyhops,  has  been  defended  by  the 
greatest  ami  learnedest  men  in  the  church  of 
England.  I hope,  when  it  is  proper,  my  lords 
Will  please  to  give  some  light  to  one  who  de- 
sires instruction,  that  I may  not  iguorantly  d.> 
any  thing  in  this  matter. 

**  There  it  another  reason  why  I am  again«t 
this  Union,  because  I cannot  think  it  an  entire 
Union  ; the  exempted  Articles,  I mean 
the  twentieth  Article,  whereby  heretable  offi- 
ces and  superiorities  are  reserved  ; and  also 
the  one  and  twentieth  ; both  which  Oliver, 
hy  nn  act  of  state,  was  so  wise  as  to  abolish  ; 
especially  their  act  for  securing  their  presbyte- 
rian  church  government  and  general  assem- 
blies, seem  to  me  like  those  little  clouds  in  a 
warm,  calm  summer’s  day,  that  are  general!) 
the  seeds  and  nttractives  of  approaching  tem- 
pests and  thunder.  I the  rather  take  not:ci 
of  these,  because  though  the  Articles  of  Union 
are  ratified  by  the  Scotch  parliament,  yet  the 
bulk  and  body  of  that  nation  seem  to  be 
against  them.  Have  not  the  murmurs  of  the 
people  tl  ere  been  so  loud  as  to  fill  the  whole 
nation  ? And  so  bold  too,  as  to  reach  even  to 
the  doors  of  the  parliament  ? Has  not  the 
arliament  itself  thought  fit  to  suspend  their 
eloved  clause  in  the  net  of  security,  for  arm- 
ing their  people  during  the  session  r Nay,  hsi 
not  the  government,  hy  advice  of  parliament, 
set  out  a proclamation,  which  I have  here  in 
my  own  hand,  pardoning  all  slaughter,  blood- 
shed, maiming,  &c.  that  is  committed  upon  any 
who  are  found  in  any  tumults  there,  and  dis- 
charging nil  prosecution  for  the  future?  Ido 
not  mention  this  to  find  fault  with  any  thing 
that  is  done  in  Scotland,  but  only  to  shew  to 
your  lordships,  that  when  such  an  unusual  pro- 
clamation as  this  is  set  out  by  advice  of  par- 
liament, and  cannot  stay  the  forms  of  a law, 
when  we  know  that,  upon  extraordinary  oc- 
casions, if  it  be  hut  to  grace  a compliment,  a 
bill  may  be  read  three  times  in  one  day  ,*  surf> 
my  lords,  it  shews  a very  great  ferment  that  re- 
quires so  very  speedy  an  application.  After  all, 
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bas  not  what  we  desire,  I mean  their  being 
upon  the  same  foot  of  .succession  with  us, 
been  offered  without  this  Untoii  f In  short, 
n»y  lords,  I think  an  incorporating  Union  one 
of  the  most  dangerous  experiments  to  both  na- 
tions ; m which,  if  we  happen  to  be  mistaken, 
however  we  may  think  of  curing  tilings  hereaf- 
ter, the  error  is  irretrievable. 

My  lords,  this  is  the  last  time  that 
I believe  1 shall  ever  trouble  your  lord- 
ihifm  in  nn  English  parliament,  give  me 
leave  t In  relore  to  say  but  one  word.  Iu 
king  Charles  the  firsts  time,  the  cavaliers 
were  the  persons  that  ventured  their  lives,  and 
lost  their  estates  to  serve  him.  And  iu  king 
Charles  the  second's  time  they  were  forgot,  and 
left  starving.  At  the  Re>toration,  the  presby- 
tenaus  were  os  zealous  for  that  as  any  men 
whatever,  and  none  were  more  prosecuted  nil 
his  reign.  Towards  the  letter  end  of  that 
reign,  the  bishops  threw  out  the  bill  of  Exclu- 
sion, and  king  James  put  them  into  the  l ower. 
At  the  Revolution,  the  Londonderry  men,  &e. 
were  the  persons  that  made  the  first  and  noblest 
stop  to  king  James  in  Ireland  ; and  I myself 
hare  fed  some  of  them  at  my  own  table,  when 
they  were  starving  with  the  greatest  commend* 
at  ions  and  promises  in  their  pockets ; which  I 
have  seen  under  king  William’s  own  hand.  In 
the  last  reign,  every  body  knows  who  they 
were  that  made  tbeir  most  constant  court  at 
St.  James’s,  aud  we  sec  in  what  favour  they  are 
at  thi*  present. — Now  there  is  a great  deal  of 
tea!  for  this  Union,  i wish  from  my  soul  that  the 
advantages  may  attend  it,  of  tranquillity  mid 
security,  power,  peace  and  plenty,  as  is  in* 
tended  by  it;  but  yet  it  is  possible  men  may 
be  mistaken,  1 won’t  say  they  will  ever  repent 
of  it  ; hut  I will  take  leave  to  say  what  I have 
formerly  said  in  tins  place,  that  what  has  been, 
may  he." 

The  debate  being  over,  the  question  was  put, 
Whether  the  consideration  of  the  first  Article 
of  the  Treaty  of  Union  should  be  postponed 
till  all  the  other  Articles  had  been  examined  ? 
Rut  the  negative  carried  it  by  a majority  of 
72  voices  against  22  : and  so  the  first  six  Arti- 
cles were  read  and  approved,  and  the  conside- 
ration of  the  rest  adjourned  to  the  19th,  when 
the  Lords  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Treaty. 

Tl»e  Lord  North  and  Grey*  observed,  with  re- 
lation to  the  ninth  Article,  The  small  and  uu- 

• 14  William  North  was  horn  December  22, 
1673,  and  succeeded,  on  the  death  of  liis  father, 
Charles,  in  1690,  as  sixth  lord  North,  and  se- 
cond lord  Grey,  of  ilolleston  iu  Staffordshire  ; 
of  this  family  he  took  his  place  in  t lie  House  of 
Peers,  in  January,  1698.  In  the  reign  of 
queen  Anne  he  was  appointed  lord  lieutenant 
of  Cambridgeshire,  governor  of  Portsmouth, 
and  made  a member  of  the  privy  council  ; hut 
tus  chief  merit  was  his  military  conduct : and 
haring  served,  with  great  honour,  under  the 
duke  of  Marlborough,  he  was  appointed  lieute- 
nant general  of  the  British  forces;  aud  parti- 
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equal  proportion  Scotland  was  to  pay  to  tha 
land-tax,  urging,  that  Wales,  as  poor  a country 
every  whit  as  that,  and  of  a much  lesser  exttnt, 
paid  lo  the  full  as  much  again,  and  yet  sent  not 
much  more  than  half  the  representatives  to  par- 
liament, which  were  granted  to  Scotland,  and 
for  that  reason  his  lordship  said,  he  could  not 
agree  to  that  Article. 

He  was  answered  by  Lord  Halifax , That 
the  number  of  representatives  was  no  rule  to 
go  by,  since  there  was  the  couuty  of  Cornwall 
of  England,  that  paid  not  near  so  much  to- 
wards die  land  tax  as  that  of  Gloucester,  and 
yet  sent  almost  five  times  as  many  members  to 
parliament  as  the  latter  did.  That  it  was  very 
true  the  quota  of  Scotland  was  very  small  and 
unequal,  in  comparison  to  what  was  paid  in 
England  ; but  that  the  English  commissioners 
could  not  induce  the  Scotch  to  agree  to  any 
more,  upon  account  of  several  impossibility 
on  their  side  ; that  we  could  not  cxpcctfo’ 
reap  the  like  advantages  of  every  Article  ofche 
treaty;  and  that  if  they  lud  the  better  of  us 
in  some  few,  we  were  infinitely  recompensed  by 
the  many  advantages  which  did  accrue  to  us 
from  the  whole. 

The  Holise  divided  again  on  this  Article, 
there  being  70  contented  with  it,  against  23  not 
coutcuts,  and  so  having  run  over  the  four 
following  ones,  the  consideration  of  the  rest 
was  further  adjourned  to  the  2lst,  when  (the 
queen  being  present)  the  debate  chiefly  ran 
on  the  fifteenth  At  tide. 

l lit*  Earl  u f Nutt  inghuni  observed,  it  consisted 
of  two  purts,  viz.  a certain  grant  of  money, 
and  the  application  thereof,  in  reference  to 
which  lie  said,  That  it  was  highly  unreasonable, 
that  the  Scots,  who  were  bv  the  Treaty  let  into 
all  the  branches  of  our  trade,  and  paid  so  lit- 
tle towards  the  support  of  the  government,  and 
of  a most  expensive  and  bloody  war,  should 
moreover  have  an  equivalent  of  398,083/. 
given  them  for  coming  into  that  Treaty.  lie  in- 
sisted much  upon  that  argument,  and  took  no- 
tice, as  to  the  disposal  of  the  equivalent,  that 
that  part  of  it  which  was  given  to  the  Darien 
company,  was  so  ordered,  as  that  it  might  he 
swallowed  up  by  a few  persons,  without  any 

cuiaily  distinguished  himself  at  Blenheim, 
where  his  right  hand  was  shot  oil".  In  the  reign 
of  George  1 lie  was  confined  in  the  Tower,  on 
Suspicion  of  treason,  with  the  duke  of  Norfolk, 
bishop  Aiterhury,  and  Dr.  Friend.  Alter  Ins 
release  he  retired  to  Spain,  and  entered  into 
the  unity  of  that  country,  with  the  same  rank 
he  had  held  in  the  Biitish  service.  Lord  North 
died  at  Madrid,  October  31,  1734  ; and  left 
no  issue  by  his  Indy,  Maria  Margarclta,  daugh- 
ter of  M.  El l meet,  receiver- general  to  the 
States  of  Holland.  Ch  tries,  his  only  brother, 
died  unmarried,  at  the  siege  of  Lisle  : and  the 
barony  of  Grey,  of  Ilolleston,  became  extinct. 
That  of  North,  of  Cortldage,  descended  to  his 
distant  relation,  Francis  lord  Guildford,  who 
was  afterwards  created  an  enrl  by  the  same 
title.”  Noble's  Continuation  of  Granger. 
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particular  regard  to  the  indemnifying  every  pri- 
vate sufferer  in  that  unhappy  cnterprize. 

The  Lord  Halifax  answered,  That  this 
Equivalent  could  not  he  looked  upon  as  a gift, 
but  as  an  actunl  purchase  of  the  Scots  re- 
venue anrl  customs,  which  by  this  Union,  were 
to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  debts  of 
England  ; and  that  they  were  no  more  gainers 
by  it,  than  we  were  here  by  the  sole  of  annuities 
at  15  or  16  years  purchase  : That  as  to  the 
disposal  of  the  money,  it  being  their  own,  it 
was  but  reasonable  that  they  should  have  the 
liberty  of  applying  the  same,  as  they  thought 
most  convenient,  the  English  commissioners 
being  no  ways  concerned  therein  ; whose  care, 
nevertheless,  and  great  prudence  had  been 
such,  that  they  made  provision  that  it  should 
not  he  disposed  but  by  Certain  commissioners 
who  should  he  accountable  for  the  same  to  the 
parliament  of  Great  Britain. 

Their  Lordships  this  day  proceeding  as  far 
as  the  19th  Article,  adjourned  to  the  2ith, 
when  (the  Qu°en  being  still  present,) 

The  Burl  of  Thanrt,  on  the  20th  Article,  ac- 
quainted their  Lordship*,  That  himself  having 
an  timetable  office  here  in  England,  by  being 
perpetual  sheriff  of  the  c unty  of  Westmorland, 
he  would  bt  clad,  with  their  Lordships  leave, 
to  have  the  opinion  of  the  Judges,  about  the 
preservation  of  that  his  right,  there  being  no 
provision  made  in  this  article  for  heretable 
olfires  in  England. 

The  Lrr.l  Chamberlain  (Marquis  of  Lindsey) 
second' d him  in  that  inoti  *n,  saying,  He  had 
the  honour  likewise  of  having  such  an  heretable 
office,  as  was  then  in  question,  about  the  re- 
servation whereof  he  had  the  very  same  doubts 
mid  scru,  les  with  the  noble  peer  that  spoke 
last : whereupon  it  was  agreed,  that  the  Judges 
should  dt  liver  t eir  opinion  about  it,  which 
they  accordingly  did,  from  the  puisne  Judge,  to 
the  Lord  Chief  Justice;  whoso  answers  were 
near  the  same,  with  what  they  had  dt dared 
to  the  House,  to  be  their  opinion,  with  respect 
to  the  first  Article. 

The  Earl  of  Rochester,  after  reading  the  22d 
Article,  declared,  lie  looked  upon  it  as  in- 
congruous, contradictory  to,  and  inconsistent 
with  itself;  that  there  were  16  Peers  to  be 
returned  to  the  House  of  Lords  in  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain,  who  were  peers  and  no 
peers : that  being  all  peers  bv  right  of  inhe- 
ritance, they  were  nevertheless  made  here 
elective,  he  took  to  be  divesting  them  of  their 
Peerage:  because  not  heing  always  elected 
to  every  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  they 
consequently  must  lose,  when  left  out,  the 
benefit  of  silting  in  parliament,  what  was  ever 
deemed  an  inseparable  right  of  the  Peerage  : 
that  the  rest  of  the  nobility  of  Scotland,  to  the 
number  of  above  100,  were  thereby  manifestly 
injured;  and  tbnt,  for  his  part,  he  wondered 
very  much,  how  the  Scots  came  to  accept,  of 
such  unreasonable  conditions;  or  how  their 
lord>hips  could  entertain  the  thoughts  of  per- 
mitting such  peers  by  election  to  sit  among 
litem. 
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The  Lords  Nottingham,  North  and  Grey, 
&c.  very  much  enforced  this  topic,  adding, 
That  as  one  might  very  well  suppose  that  those 
Scots  Peers  would  be’  such  as  were  addicted 
kirk,  it  might  prove  of a dangerous  consequence 
to  the  church  of  England. 

The  Earl  of  Wharton  replied,  That  though 
they  were  all  never  so  much  of  the  kirk  party, 
yet  there  was  no  reason  to  fear,  but  they  would 
also  be  very  well  disposed  for  the  church  of 
England,  and  stand  up  in  its  defence  until 
occasions  ; since  there  were  even  some  sitting 
among  their  lordships  who  would  venture  their 
lives  for  the  church  of  England,  and  yet  openly 
declared  themselves  to  be  at  the  same  time  oc- 
casional conformists. 

The  Lord  Haversham,  rightly  judging  he  was 
hinted  at  by  that  noble  peer,  stood  up  to  in- 
form the  House,  what  he  understood  by  an  oc- 
casional conformist ; (in  which  explanation 
he  appeared  somewhat  gravelled  z)  for  alter 
having  made  a long  encomium  on  the  episcopal 
order,  which  he  took  to  he  thi*  best  and  most 
conformable  to  primitive  Christianity,  he  gave 
no  less  commendation  to  all  the  Protestant 
Churches  abroad,  and  to  the  kirk  ot  Scotland 
itself,  in  particular;  which  he  said,  was  ntroe 
Protestant  Church. 

The  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  after  begging 
pardon  for  troubling  ttieir  Loro  ships  on  this 
account,  and  saying  that  it  he  spoke  any  thing 
out  of  the  way,  he  was  under  tWeir  correction: 
declared,  That,  lor  his  part,  he  was  altogether 
against  the  Union,  which  he  could  wish  with 
all  hi*  heart  hud  been  compleated  an  hundred 
years  ago ; because,  said  he,  ail  the  feruifnt 
and  discord  which  were  likely  to  ensue  upon 
if,  would  by  this  time  have  had  their  coarse: 
that  he  could  no  better  compare  it,  than  to 
the?  mixing  together  strong  liquors,  of  a contrary 
nature,  in  one  and  the  same  vessel,  which 
would  go  nigh  to  be  burst  asunder  by  tbeir 
furious  fermentation : That  as  their  bench 

was  always  reckoned  the  dead  weight  of  tl* 
House,  so  chose  sixteen  Peers  being  admitted 
to  sit  therein,  would  more  effectually  make  it 
so,  especially  in  any  future  debates  relating  to 
the  church,  towards  which  they  could  no  ways 
be  supposed  to  be  well  affected  ; und  therefore 
he  was  humbly  of  opinion,  that  some  provision 
might  be  made  for  debarring  them  of  their  vote 
in  any  church  matter  that  should  hereafter 
come  in  agitation. 

The  Lords  Somers,  Halifax,  and  others, 
made  very  pertinent  Answer*  to  thoie  objec- 
tions, alter  which  the  debate  ended  in  a general 
division  of  the  House,  there  being  71  contents 
for  the  22nd  Article,  against  22  not  contents. 

After  reading  the  last  Arricte, 

'Hie  Earl  of  Arran  moved  that  the  Jodg» 
Opinion  might  be  asked,  what  laws  would  be 
repealed  by  this  Union,  and  wbat  would  remain 
in  force,  but  that  motion  was  rejected:  Upon 
which 

The  Earl  of  Nottingham  stood  up  and  beg- 
ged their  lordships  pardon  for  having  troubled 
them  almost  to  every  Article,  urging  there 
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were  such  material  objections  occurring  to  his 
thoughts,  as  in  conscience  he  thought  himself 
obliged  to;  lay  before  the  House : that  as  sir 
John  Maynard,  made  this  compliment  to  the 
late  king  at  the  Revolution,  that  having  buried, 
upon  account  of  his  great  age,  all  his  contem- 
poraries in  Westminster-Hall,  he  was  afraid, 
il  hn  majesty  had  not  come  in  that  very  junc- 
lurc  of  time,  he  might  have  likewise  out- 
lined the  very  laws  themselves;  so,  if  this 
l nion  did  pass,  as  he  had  no  reason  to  doubt 
b«it  would  most  certainly,  he  might  with  as 
much  reason,  and  as  justly  affirm,  he  bad  out- 
bed  ail  the  laws  and  the  very  constitution  of 
England;  concluding  with  a Prayer  to  God,  to 
wert  the  dire  effect*  which  might  probably 
ensue  from  such  an  incorporating  Union. 

'l'ke  Treaty  of  Union  approved  by  the  Lords.] 
Three  days  after,  the  bishop  of  Salisbury  re- 
ported io  the  House  of  Lords  the  Resolutions 
of  tbeir  grand  Committee,  for  approving  the  Ar- 
ticles of  Union,  which  were  agreed  to  by  a 
jpeat  majority;  but  several  peers  made  and  en-  ] 
tered  the  following  Protest. 

Protest  thereon.]  “Dissentient.  We  dissent 
to  every  one  of  the  25  Resolutions.  Granville, 
Haversharo,  Staweli. 

“ I dissent  to  the  4 last  Resolutions,  having 
Mt  been  present  at  the  passing  the  others. 
Geo.  Barn  and  W ell. 

“ I dissent  to  every  one  of  the  95  Resolutions 
except  the  second.  Beaufort. 

u I dissent  to  the  1st,  4th,  5th,  6th,  9th,  1 5th, 
18th,  19th,  21st,  22d,  and  25th,  Resolutions. 
Abingdon. 

“ Dissentient.  To  the  Ninth  Resolution. 

“ Because  we  humbly  conceive  the  sum  of 
48, 000/.  to  be  charged  on  the  kingdom  of  Scot- 
land, as  ihe  quota  of  Scotland,  for  a land-Tax, 
» not  proportionable  to  the  4*.  aid,  granted  by 
the  parliament  of  England;  but  if,  by  reason 
<*f  the  present  cicumstances  of  the  kingdom,  it 
might  have  been  thought  it  wns  not  able  to  bear 
* greater  proportion  at  this  tune,  yet  we  can- 
not but  thiuk  it  unequal  to  this  kingdom,  that 
it  should  be  agreed,  that  w henever,  the  4*.  uid 
shall  be  enacted  by  the  parliament  of  Great- 
Brittin,  to  be  raised  on  land  in  England,  that 
48,  OOOf.  now  raised  on  Scotland  shall  never 
he  increased  in  time  to  come,  though  the  trade 
of  that  kingdom  should  be  extremely  improved, 
*nd  consequently  the  value  of  their  land  pro- 
portioDably  raised,  which  in  all  probability  it 
mint  do,  when  this  Union  shall  have  taken  ef- 
fect. North  and  Grey,  Rochester,  Howard, 
Tfigh,  Guilford. 

“ Dissentient.  To  the  15th  Resolution. 

“ Because  we  humbly  conceive  nothing  could 
have  been  more  equal  on  this  head  of  the  Trea- 
ty, than  that  neither  of  the  kingdoms  should 
have  been  burdened  with  the  debts  of  the  other, 
contracted  before  the  Union  ; and  if  that  pro- 
which  we  find  once  made  in  the  Minutes 
of  the  Treaty,  had  taken  place,  there  would  have 
been  an  occasion  to  have  employed  the  re- 
’Wots  of  the  kingdom  of  Scotland  towards  the 
Payment  of  the  debts  ol  England,  those  reve- 


nues might  have  been  strictly  appropriated  to 
the  debts  of  the  kingdom,  and  to  any  other 
uses  within  themselves  as  should  have  txeen 
judged  requisite,  and  there  would  have  been  no 
need  of  an  equivalent  of  very  near  400,0001. 
to  be  raised  on  England,  within  this  year,  for 
the  purchase  of  those  revenues  in  Scotland, 
which  however  it  may  prove  to  be  but  a rea- 
sonable bargain,  upon  a strict  calculation,  there 
does  not  seem  to  have  been  a necessity  just  now 
to  have  raised  so  great  a sum  when  this  king- 
dom is  already  burdened  with  so  vast  ones,  for 
necessary  charges  of  the  war.  Rochester,  North 
and  Grey,  Guilford,  Leigh. 

“ Dissentient.  To  the  22 d Resolution. 

“ Because  we  humbly  conceive,  in  the  £nt 
place,  that  the  number  of  sixteen  peers  of  Scot- 
land, is  too  great  a proportion  to  be  added  to 
the  peers  of  England,  who  very  rarely  consist 
in  more  than  an  hundred  attending  Lords,  m 
any  one  session  of  parliament,  and  for  that  rea- 
son we  humbly  apprehend,  such  u number  as 
sixteen  may  have  a very  great  sway  in  the  Reso- 
lurions  of  this  House,  of  which  the  consequence 
cannot  now  be  foreseen. — In  the  second  place, 
we  conceive  the  Lords  of  Scotland,  who  by  vir- 
tue of  this  Treaty  art*  to  sit  in  tins  House,  being 
not  qualified  as  the  peers  of  England  are,  roust 
sufi’er  a diminution  of  their  dignity  to  sit  here 
on  so  different  foundations  ; their  right  of  sit- 
ting here,  depending  entirely  an  an  election, 
and  that  from  time  to  time  during  the  continu- 
ance of  one  parliament  only  ; and  at  the  same 
time,  we  are  humbly  of  opinion,  that  the  peers 
of  England  who  sit  here  by  creation  from  the 
crown,  and  have  a right  of  so  doing  in  them- 
selves or  their  heirs,  by  that  creation  for  ever, 
may  find  it  an  alteration  in  their  constitution, 
to  have  Lords  added  to  tlieir  number,  to  sit  and 
vote  in  all  matters  brought  before  a parliament, 
who  have  not  the  saute  (Right)  of  their  seats  in 
parliament,  as  the  peers  of  England  have. 
Buckingham,  North  and  Grey,  Leigh,  Roches- 
ter, Guilford. 

“We  dissent  to  the  Resolution  of  passing 
the  last  Article,  because  there  being  noenume- 
ration  of  what  laws  are  to  be  repealed,  «t  is 
conceived  too  great  a latitude  of  construction 
thereupon  is  left  to  the  Judges.  Rochester, 
Leigh.  North  and  Grey,  Guilford.” 

A Rider  offered  to  the  Bill  0/  Union.]  March 
1.  The  Commons  sent  up  a hill  for  uniting 
the  two  kingdoms,  by  Mr.  Compton,  to  the 
House  of  Lords,  who  gave  it  a quick  dispatch  ; 
but,  upon  reading  it  the  third  time,  the  lord 
North  and  Grey  offered  the  following  Rider  to 
be  added  to  it,  viz.  “ Provided  always  that  no- 
thing in  this  ratification  contained,  *b«ll  be  con- 
strued to  extend  to  mi  approbation  or  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  truth  of  the  Presbyterian  way 
of  worship,  or  allowing  the  religion  of  the 
Church  of  Scotland,  to  be  what  it  is  stiled,  the 
true  protestant  religion.” 

Protest  thereon.]  But,  after  a debate,  the 
question  being  put,  Whether  the  said  Rider 
should  be  rend  a second  time?  It  was  carried 
in  the  Negative,  by  a majority  of  55  agaiust  19. 
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“ Dissentient.  Beaufort,  Buckingham,  North 
and  Grey,  Auglesea,  Wiuchelsea,  Noriiiamp- 
ton,  Abingdon,  Nottingham,  Scarsdale,  Geo. 
Bath  and  Wells,  Thanet,  Granville,  Stawell, 
Guernsey,  Weymouth,  Guilford,  Leigh/’ 

Protest  against  the  Ratification  of  the  Union.] 
Then  the  question  was  put,  Whether  this  Bill 
should  pass?  Which  was  resolved  m the  affir- 
mative, by  a great  majority.  The  peers  who 
entered  their  dissent  were  these  that  follow  : 

44  Dissentient.  Nottingham,  Anglesea,  Thn- 
net  jWinchehea,  Northampton,  Scarsdale,  Wey- 
mouth,  Guernsey. 

44  Because  the  constitution  of  this  kingdom 
has  been  so  very  excellent,  and  therefore  justly 
applauded  by  all  our  neighbours  for  so  many 
ages,  that  we  cannot  conceive  it  prudent  to 
change  it,  and  to  venture  at  all  those  alterations 
made  by  this  Bill,  some  of  them,  especially, 
being  of  such  a nature,  that,  as  the  inconveni- 
ences and  danger  of  them  (in  our  humble  opi- 
nion) is  already  but  too  obvious,  some  think  it 
more  proper  and  decent  to  avoid  entering  fur- 
ther into  the  particular  apprehension  we  have 
from  the  passing  of  this  law.  (Signed.)  Beau- 
fort, Buckingham,  Stawell,  Guilford,  Gran- 
ville.” * 

The  Bishop  of  Oxford’s  Speech  in  favour  of 
the  Union  •.]  During  the  debates  on  the  Union, 

The  Bishop  of  Oxford  (Dr.  Talbot  f)  made 
the  following  speech : 

41 1 do  the  more  easily  presume  upon  pardon 
from  my  lords,  for  my  taking  up  their  time  in  a 
debate  of  this  consequence,  because  I have  not 
often  stood  in  need  of  it,  by  oiTending  in  this 
kind;  and  because  I think  I am  now  neces- 
sarily called  up  by  the  noble  lord  that  spoke 
last  but  one.  It  is  indeed  no  new  favour  that 
lord  has  bestowed  upon  this  bench.  1 have 
loo  often  had  occasion  to  observe,  with  a great 
deal  of  concern  as  if  we  sat  here  on  no  other 
terms  than  the  judges  do,  to  be  called  up  at 
pleasure,  and  many  times  with  questions  that 
carry  (to  say  no  worse)  very  unkind  insinuations 
or  suspicions. 

41 1 need  not  go  back  for  instances  further 
than  the  time  of  this  bill’s  coming  iuto  the 
House.  One  noble  lord,  in  the  debate  on  our 
bill  of  security,  was  pleased  to  direct  himself  to 
us  in  words  to  this  purpose:  4 If  those  reverend 
4 prelates  do  not  believe  the  religion  of  the 
4 church  of  England  to  be  the  purest  and  most 
4 agreeable  to  the  scriptures,  and  her  const  ilu- 
4 tiou  and  government  most  confunnable  to  the 

* Printed  for  A.  Baldwin  in  Warwick  lane, 
A.  D.  17 10. 

t *4  l)r.  William  Talbot,  a native  of  Litch- 
field, was  educated  at  Oriel  College  Oxford, 
where  be  entered  1674.  The  interest  of  his 
relation  the  earl  of  Shrewsbury  opened  for  him 
the  door  of  preferment,  and  he  became  dean  of 
Worcester  1691,  bishop  of  Oxford  1699,  of 
Sarum  1715,  and  six  years  after  was  translated 
to  Durham.  lie  died  in  1730  : He  wrote  ser- 
mons'which  have  been  published  iu  one  volume 
avo.”  Lempricre. 


4 primitive  church:  If  they  that  instructed  me 
4 in  my  religion  have  taught  me  wrong,  if  they 
4 have  changed  their  opinion,  let  them  tell  me 
4 so,  let  them  undeceive  me/  And  that  noble 
lord,  in  a speech,  with  which  the  world  bis 
since  been  obliged  in  print,  was  pleased  to  ex- 
press himself  thus:  4 If  my  lords  the  bishops 
* will  weaken  their  own  cause,  will  give  up  the 
4 two  great  points  of  episcopal  ordination  and 
1 confirmation  ; if  they  will  approve  and  ratiiy 
4 the  act  for  securing  the  Prrsbytcri&u  ckurcL- 
4 government  in  Scotland,  as  the  true  protestaot 
4 religion  and  purity  of  worship/  And  the 
noble  lord  that  called  me  up  asserted,  * That 
4 there  could  not  be  two  true  religions;  if  that 
4 of  Scotland  be  true,  ours  cannot  be  so;’  amt 
desired,  for  the  sake  of  the  bishops,  that  part 
of  the  Scotch  act  might  be  distinctly  read, 
wherein  they  call  their  presbyteiian  religion 
the  true  religion  and  purity  ot  worship ; or  it 
we  believe  ours  to  be  the  true  religion,  cau  we 
assent  to  such  a proposition  ? 

44  Now,  my  lords,  surely  auy  inditTereut  per- 
sons may  judge,  that  these  ijs  do  carry  preity 
severe  implications  with  them,  as  if  we  ot  this 
bench  had  not  that  real  Ibve  for  episcopacy  we 
ought  to  have,  as  if  we  were  more  tenderly  in- 
clined to  those  churches,  that  have  not  epis- 
copal ordination  and  confirmation,  than  «e 
should  be,  as  if  supposing  we  had  a due  opi- 
nion of  the  constitution  of  the  church  we  should 
contradict  it,  by  giving  our  consent  to  this,  bill ; 
nay  as  if  we  were  regardless  of  the  danger 
episcopacy  might  be  exposed  to  by  passmg  tha 
act;  for  as  one  of  my  noble  lords  says,  the 
bishops  have  been  once  voted  out  of  this  liou*« 
by  the  temporal  lords,  and  w ho  knows  what 
question  may  come  hereafter. 

44 1 shall  beg  leave  to  resume  nay  complaint 
by  and  by,  and  shall  first  answer  directly  to  the 
several  heads  qf  this  charge.  As  for  episco- 
pacy, there  is  no  man  breathing  has  a greater 
esteem,  or  a juster  value  for  that  prmuftt 
form  of  church  government  than  I have.  Wbad 
express  my  notion  of  it,  not  in  the  words  of  any 
bishop  or  particular  doctor,  but  of  the  cburcQ 
herself,  in  her  preface  to  the  oilice  of  ordina- 
tion, which  is  made  the  law  of  the  land  by  the 
act  of  Uuiformity.  Her  words  are,  and  such 
is  my  opinion, 4 That  it  is  evident  to  auy  imu 
4 diligently  reading  the  holy  scriptures  and  au- 
4 cient  authors,  That  there  have  been  iu  the 
4 church,  from  the  apostles  times,  the  three  or- 
**  ders  of  bishops,  priests  and  deacons.’  As  to 
those  reformed  churches  which  have  not  epis- 
copacy, I must  distinguish  between  them  that 
want  it  necessarily,  and  those  that  are  without 
it  upon  choice.  As  to  the  former,  my  opinion 
.is, .that  it  is  uncharitable  to  condemn  cbein, as 
if  they  wanted  lawful  pastors,  or  had  not  the 
sacraments  rightly  administered.  And  this  opi- 
nion I shall  back  with  a very  good  authority, 
that  of  the  university  of  Oxford,  who,  in  a letter 
lately  wrote  in  answer  to  one  received  from 
Geneva,  have  these  words;  4 Longe  est  a cIm»* 
4 ritate  nostra  ecclesias  ittas  reformats,  qu? 
4 necessitatis  lege  a pnmatva  epiacopalis  regi* 
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1 minis  form&  necesserunt,  tanquam  legitimis 

* pasronhus  aut  sacramentis  destitutas,  rigidfc 

* nimis  censor  a damnnre.” 

u As  to  those  of  the  Scotch  Kirk,  they  can- 
not come  under  this* favourable  opinion;  for 
they  cannot  be  said  to  be  without  episcopal 
government  by  necessity,  but  upon  choice ; and 
I shall  not  fear  to  speak  my  judgment  very 
freely  of  them,  which  is,  That  l take  them  to 
be  guilty  of  a wilful  and  most  unjustifiable 
deviation  from  the  pattern  of  the  apostolic  and 
pnmitnre  church;  and  yet,  notwithstanding  my 
opinion  of  episcopacy  and  the  Scotch  presby- 
tery, l do  not  apprehend  that  I shall  in  the 
least  contradict  it,  or  be  inconsistent  with  my- 
self in  voting  for  this  bill.  It  is  true,  the 
Scotch  in  the  bill  for  the  security  of  the  kirk, 
which  is  to  be  an  essential  condition  of  any 
Union  betwixt  the  two  kingdoms,  have  called 
their  presbvterian  religion  the  true  protestant 
religion,  But  do  I acknowledge  their  religion 
to  be  such  by  consenting  to  this  bill?  What  is 
it  that  I or  any  lord  should  consent  to,  by  say- 
ing  Content  when  the  question  for  this  bill  shall 
be  put  ? Why  that  the  hill  shall  pass  into  a law. 
And  what  passes  into  a law  but  what  the  hill 
enacts?  Does  the  bill  enact  that  their  religion 
w the  true  protestant  religion  ? No  such  thing. 
Thev  have  used  that  epithet;  but  can  my  con- 
senting to  what  is  enacted  in  the  bill  include 
ray  assent  to  every  proposition  that  may  be 
found,- by  putting  a copula  between  a subject, 
and  an  epithet  that  may  have  been  unduly  ap- 
plied to  it  in  the  preamble  ? I would  suppose 
we  were  treating  upon  articles  with  the  French 
king ; those  that  should  act  for  him  would  be 
sure  to  give  him  the  stile  of  the  Most  Christian 
king;  but  would  it  follow,  that  if  we  were  to 
ratify  the  Treaty  agreed  on,  in  some  part  where- 
of he  was  to  he  so  sailed,  that  we  consented 
to  ibis  proposition,  that  Lewis  14,  is  Most 
Christian?  Or  were  we  upon  a treaty  with  some 
part  of  Spain  or  Italy,  where  the  Inquisition 
prevails,  and  something  were  to  be  stipulated 
on  account  of  that  oftice,  they  would  surely 
use  i he  stile  of  the  Most  Holy  Inquisition  ; but 
would  it  £>Jlow  from  our  confirming  a treaty, 
in  some  part  of  which  they  used  that  epithet 
Most  Holy,  that  we  assented  that  the  inquisition 
was  Most  Holy  ? No  more  can  be  supposed  to 
be  consented  to  in  those  cases,  than  that  that 
king  who  stiles  himself  Most  Christian  and  that 
inquisition  that  calls  itself  Most  Holy, shall  have 
the  benefit  of  the  articles  agreed  upon  in  those 
treaties.  In  like  manner,  by  consenting  to  this 
act,  I only  agree  that  there  shall  he  nn  Union 
between  the  two  kingdoms  on  the  terms  agreed 
on;  and  that  notwithstanding  this  Union  in 
other  points,  they  of  Scotland  shall  enjoy  the 
religion  established  there,  which  thev  call  the 
true  one,  and  we  shall  enjoy  the  religion  here, 
which  we  call  and  know  to  be  the  true  one. 
But  I do  no  more  assent,  by  consenting  to  this 
bill,  chat  their  religion  is  the  true  one,  than  they 
do  acknowledge  ours  to  he  the  true  one;  which 
furelj  they  are  far  enough  from  owning. 

*4  As  iittJe  am  I apprehensive,  that  this  Union 
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may  endanger  episcopacy,  ami  the  religion 
established  in  our  church.  Indeed  if  I were, 
notwithstanding  that  I can  foresee  many  great 
and  glorious  advantages  that  this  Union  will 
bring  to  both  kingdoms:  yet  were  there  tea 
times  more  and  greater,  that  single  danger 
should  turn  the  scale  with  me,  and  make  me 
give  my  negative  to  the  bill.  I cannot  but 
take  notice,  that  this  proposition  of  the  Union 
is  an  unhappy  one  in  this  respect;  the  greatest 
bigots  of  the  Scotch  kirk  were  fearful  it  would 
ruin  that,  and  some  of  the  most  zealous  of  our 
church,  particularly  my  noble  lord  that  will 
venture  his  life  for  her,  are  under  great  appre- 
hensions that  will  destroy  our  church. 

“ My  lords,  if  notwithstanding  the  two  acts 
passed  for  the  security  of  the  religions  respec- 
tively professed  in  the  two  kingdoms,  both  must 
not  subsist  after  the  Union,  but  one  must 
swallow  up  the  other;  I cannot  fur  my  life 
imagine,  but  it  is  far  more  likely  that  England 
may  at  some  time  or  other  restore  episcopacy 
to  Scotland,  than  that  ever  Scotland  thould 
be  capable  to  introduce  presbytery  into  Eng- 
land. To  omit  other  advantages  that  Eng- 
land may  have  over  Scotland  as  to  this,  let  us 
reflect  only  on  the  superiority  of  numbers  that 
England  will  have  over  Scotland  in  the  British 
parliament : 513  to  45  in  the  other  House,  and 
about  140  to  10  in  this.  But  it  is  said,  We 
may  not  <tll  be  of  one  mind,  we  may  not  all  be 
cordial  for  episcopacy:  And  are  we  sure  that 

the  Scotch  members  will  he  all  of  one  mind, 
all  zealous  for  presbytery  ? I am  sure  we  have 
been  told  over  and  over,  when  presbytery  was 
established  in  Scotland,  that  it  was  a most  un- 
olitic  as  well  as  wicked  thing,  for  that  tha 
est  part  of  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  that 
kingdom  were  against  the  tyranny  of  the  pres- 
byterian  government,  and  were  for  the  episco- 
pal. Now  if  this  be  true,  if  they  that  are  to 
come  into  this  House  must  be  of  the  nobility, 
and  those  that  come  into  the  other  House  pro- 
bably of  the  beit  gentry,  we  shall  have  an  ac- 
cession  of  strength  to  the  cause  of  episcopacy. 
But  I will  suppose  the  Scotch  members  to  be 
rank  zealots  for  presbytery  ; yet  what  can  l(j 
of  them  do  in  this  House;  wherein,  since  a no- 
ble lord  has  declared  himself  so  plainly  and 
warmly,  I will  venture  to  pronounce  we  are  all 
to  a man  fur  episcopacy,  even  all  we  of  this 
bench. 

u And  now,  my  lords,  while  I am  up,  let 
me  beg  your  leave  while  I a little  complain  of, 
or  at  least  lament,  that  unkind  treatment  we 
meet  with.  I have  observed  to  your  lordships, 
how  we  have  been  called  up,  and  with  hard 
insinuations  or  suspicious,  as  if  we  were  not 
heartily  inclined  to  the  constitution  of  the 
church.  And  truly  if  such  jealousies  can  be 
entertained  and  expressed  of  us  within,  we 
ought  not  to  wonder  at  the  usage  we  have 
without  doors:  That  we  are  traduced  ns  men 
governed  by  no  better  principles  thun  those  of 
interest  and  present  views ; as  no  true  friends 
to  the  interest  of  our  church,  but  distinguished 
enemies,  ready  upon  occasion  to  betray  bea 
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However  senseless  and  contradictory  these  re- 
flections are,  there  are  those  that  are  wicked 
enough  to  spread  them  abroad,  and  those  that 
are  credulous  and  silly  enough  to  receive  them, 
i “ As  for  myself,  it  is  a little  thing  to  say  that 
the  religion  of  the  church  of  England  is  that  I 
received  from  my  ancestors,  in  which  I have 
been  born  and  bred,  though  I am  sure  that  is 
more  than  several  can  say,  that  are  now  very 
zealous  for  it:  but  it  is  that  which  I have  em- 
braced upon  judgment  and  choice;  and  ever 
since  I have  been  able  to  form  an  opinion  of 
this  kind,  it  has  been  my  opinion,  That  the  re- 
ligion professed  in  this  church  is  the  purest  and 
must  agreeable  to  that  introduced  by  our  bless- 
ed Saviour,  and  her  discipline,  government, 
and  warship  most  conformable  to  the  pattern 
of  the  primitive  church,  of  any  that  is  now  upon 
the  locc  of  the  earth.  And  1 do  defy  any  man 
to  prove,  that  I have  any  where  in  my  prac- 
tice, human  frailties  excepted,  deviated  from 
this  opinion,  since  1 have  been  admitted  to 
minister  in  holy  things,  either  as  a private 
presbyter,  in  a country- parish,  as  a a dean  of 
a cathedral,  or  since  i have  been  advanced  to 
that  higher  post  I now  unworthily  enjoy.  Hut 
did  these  reproaches  terminate  in  me,  and  go 
bo  further,  they  would  not  be  worth  any  one's 
resentment,  nr  my  complaint ; I hope  1 could 
bear  them  with  patience  and  silence  too,  hav- 
ing learned  to  go  through  good  report  and  evil 
report.  But  when  they  reach  to  the  bench  in 
geueral,  or  to  the  far  greater  part  of  it,  it 
would  be  criminal  to  be  silent. 

' “ Of  what  fata)  consequence  must  it  be  to 
the  church  of  England,  lo  have  the  clergy  and 
people  of  it  possessed  with  on  opinion,  that  the 
bishops,  die  governors  of  it,  do  not  approve  of, 
are  not  friends  to  its  constitution  i My  lords, 
if  I am  a fool  in  glorying,  I am  compelled  to 
it;  but  in  what  1 am  now  going  to  say,  I de- 
sire to  be  understood  as  excluding  myself,  and 
then  I will  venture  to  affirm.  That  siuce  the 
flrst  establishment  of  this  church,  this  bench 
was  never  filled  with  men  of  more  venerable 
or  deeper  judgments,  greater  learning,  more 
orthodox  principles,  or  more  exemplary  lives  : 
Men  that  have  been  more  laborious  and  dili- 
gent iu  preaching  the  word,  visiting  their  dio- 
cesses,  administering  the  rite  of  confirmation, 
more  prudent  and  cautious  in  admitting  per- 
sons’into  orders,  or  instituting  them  into  liv- 
ings i men  tint  have  more  faithfully  dis- 
charged all  tlieduties  required  iu  a good  bishop 
by  St.  Paul,  in  Ids  epistles  to  Timothy  or  Titus, 
or  by  the  constitutions  of  our  church ; men 
that  have  with  greater  strength  of  reason, 

Cater  learning,  or  greeter  success,  vindicated 
doevine,  worship,  discipline  and  govern- 
ment, against  all  oppusers  whatsoever ; wen 
tlwt  have  more  faithfully  exposed  themselves  in 
try  me  times,  or  would  be  more  ready,  if  occa- 
sion should  again  happen,  to  liatard  their 
dearest  interests  in  lier  service  and  defence  ; 
than  the  present  set  of  luahops,  who  are  treated 
is  the  off-scouring  of  the  world  without  doors, 
mui  hardly  with  that  decency  they  should  be 


entitled  to  within.  Our  predecessors  have 
been  treated  with  another  sort  of  respect ; kt 
1 am  at  a loss  to  find  such  a difference  betnnt 
them  and  their  successors,  as  can  justify  so 
different  a treatment. 

“ My  lords,  give  me  leave  to  speak  very 
plainly  : If  our  faults  be,  and  so  I shall  take 
them  to  be,  till  some  others  are  proved  against 
us,  That  we  were  zealous  for  the  service  of 
our  great  deliverer,  his  iate  majesty  of  glorious 
memory  ; That  we  were  unshaken  in  our  ad- 
herence to  his  government  ; If  our  fault  be, 
That  w e are  as  zealous  and  unshaken  in  our  ad- 
herence In  the  present  government  so  glori- 
ously administered  in  the  hands  of  her  present 
majesty  (whom  Cod  long  preserve)  to  her  in- 
terest and  service ; If  our  fault  be,  That  vs 
have  been  zealous  for  the  Protestant  succes- 
sion established  by  law : if  it  be  that  ae 
have  been  jealous  of  any  offers  that  have  been 
made,  which  to  us  seemed  to  have  a tendency 
to  the  prejudice  or  weakening  any  oftliese, 
and  have  opposed  any  steps  which  we  appre- 
hended might  facilitate  the  bringing  in  a young 
prince  from  abroad : If  these  he  our  faults, 
from  such  as  take  them  to  be  faults  we  can 
nei  er  hope  for  pardon  ; for  they  are  nuch  as 
we  never  will  repent  of.  But  if  I am  sure 
they  will  not  be  adjudged  by  vour  lordships  to 
be  faults,  till  some  other  are  proved  against us, 
1 hope  and  beg  that  we  may  be  allowed  the 
common  privilege  of  the  House,  to  differ  Irian 
any  Lords  w hen  we  cannot  bring  our  opinion! 
up  to  theirs,  and  to  vote  according  to  our  judg- 
ments and  consciences,  without  being  esposed 
to  unkind  reflections  for  so  doing ; to  speak 
when  we  think  it  reasonable,  and  Ire  silent  when 
we  judge  it  convenient  so  to  be,  without  being 
culled  up  at  the  pleasure  of  any  Lord  that  sbali 
have  o mind  to  he  angry  with  us.” 

The  Queen  i Speech  on  Poising  the  Act  or 
Union.]  March  6.  The  Queen  came  to  die 
House  of  Lords  to  pass  the  Unioa-Bill,  and 
made  the  following  Speech  to  both  Houses: 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  ; It  is  will’  tbs 
greatest  satisfaction,  that  I have  given  my  as 
sent  to  a bill  for  uniting  England  and  Scotland 
into  one  kingdom. — J consider  this  Union  as  a 
matter  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  weaiili, 
strength,  and  safety  of  the  whole  island ; and 
at  the  same  time,  as  a work  of  so  much  dif- 
ficulty and  nicety  in  its  own  nature,  that  till 
now  all  attempts,  which  have  been  made  to- 
winds  it,  io  t lie  course  of  above  a hundred  yraiv, 
have  proved  ineffectual ; aud  liierefore  1 male 
no  doubt,  but  it  will  be  remembered  arid  spoke 
of  hereafter,  to  the  honour  of  those,  who  litre 
been  instrumental  in  bringing  it  to  surli  • hap- 
py conclusion. — I desire  and  eipttci  from  *11 
my  subjects  of  both  nut  ions,  that  from  hence- 
forth liiey  act  with  all  possible  respect  sod 
kindness  to  one  another,  that  so  it  may  ap- 
pear to  all  the  a rid,  they  have  hearts  disposed 
to  become  oue  people. — This  will  be  a g'**1 
pleasure  to  me,  and  wilf  make  us  all  quickly 
sensible  of  lie  good  effects  of  this  Union.— 
Aud  1 caimot  hut  look  upou  it  as  a peculiar 
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happiness,  that  in  my  reign  so  full  provision  is  secured  us  from  all  attempts  from  abroad ; and 
made  for  the  peace  and  quiet  of  my  people,  the  care  your  majesty  has  taken  of  the  firm 
and  for  the  security  of  our  religion,  by  so  firm  establishment  of  the  Protestant  Succession 
an  establishment  of  the  Protestant  Succession  haring  given  a great  and  lasting  security  to 
throughout  Great-Biitain.  our  religion,  as  in  tlie  Church  of  England  by 

“Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons;  law  established,  we  beg  leave  humbly  to  ns- 
1 take  this  occasion  to  remind  you  of  making  sure  your  majesty,  that  our  endeavours  shall 
effectual  provision  for  the  payment  of  the  equi-  never  be  wanting,  to  support  your  government 
valent  to  Scotland,  within  the  timd  appointed  at  home  ; and  so  to  establish  the  peace  of  this 
by  the  act;  and  1 am  persuaded,  you  will  shew  island,  that  no  dispute  may  remain  among  us, 
as  much  readiness  iu  this  particular,  as  you  but  how  to  uckn.iwledge,  in  the  most  dutifol 
have  done  in  all  the  parts  of  this  great  work.  manner,  the  auspicious  conduct  of  so  great  and 
“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  ; The  season  so  renowned  a queen." 
of  the  year  being  now  pretty  far  advanced,  1 The  Queen's  Answer.]  Her  majesty’s  Answer 
hope  you  will  continue  the  samezeal,  which  has  was  as  follows: 

appeared  throughout  this  session,  in  dispatch-  “ My  Loids  nnd  Gentlemen;  I am  glad  to 
tng  wliat  yet  remains  unfinished  of  die  pubbe  find  your  opinion  so  perfectly  agrees  with  mine 
business  before  you."*  concerning  else  Union ; you  cannot  do  me  more 

Address  of  both  Houses  concerning  the  Union.]  acceptable  service,  than  by  using  your  utmost 
March  8.  Roth  Houses  agreed  upon  the  fol-  endeavours,  to  improve  ail  the  good  coose* 
lowing  joint  Address:  quences  of  it.” 

“ We,  y our  majesty’s  most  dutiful  subjects,  Resolution  in  favour  of  the  Leeuurd  Islands .] 
the  Loras  spiritual  and  temporal  and  Com-  March  18.  The  Commons  proceeded  to  take 
moos  in  parliament  assembled,  return  our  most  into  consideration  the  Report  from  the  Com- 
kumbie  thanks  to  your  majesty,  for  your  gra-  mittee  to  whom  the  petition  of  several  pro- 
cious  approbation  of  the  share  we  had  in  bring-  pnetors  of  plantations  in  the  islands  of  N evil 
ing  the  Treat y of  an  Union  between  your  two  and  St.  Christophers  in  America,  and  other 
kingdoms  of  'England  and  Scotland  to  a happy  merchants  trading  to  the  same,  on  the  behalf 
conclusion ; a work,  that  (after  so  many  fruit-  of  themselves,  and  the  other  inhabitants  and 
less  endeavours)  seems  designed  by  pmvidence  traders  to  the  said  islands,  was  referred,  and 
to  add  new  lustre  to  the  glories  of  your  rnajes-  the  same  being  read,  it  was  resolved,  “ That  an 
ty ’a  reign.  The  success  of  your  arms  having  bumble  Address  be  presented  to  her  majesty, 

that  she  will  be  pleased  to  nppoint  such  per- 

* “ When  all  was  agreed  to,  in  both  Houses,  sons  as  her  majesty  shall  think  fit,  to  enquire 
a Bill  was  ordered  to  be  brought  in  to  enact  into  tbe  true  state  of  the  losses  of  the  people 
it ; which  was  prepared  by  Harcourt,  with  so  of  tbe  islands  of  Nevis  and  St.  Christophers,  in 

Crticular  a contrivance,  that  it  cut  off  all  do  order  to  lay  tbe  same  before  this  House  the 
tea.  The  preamble  was  a recital  of  tlie  Ar-  next  sessions  of  parliament;  and  in  the  mean 
tides,  as  they  were  passed  iu  Scotland,  together  time,  that  she  will  be  graciously  pleased  oat  of 
with  tlie  acts  made  in  both  parliaments,  for  tbe  public  money  granted  this  session  of  par- 
the  security  of  their  several  churches;  and  in  liament,  to  apply  what  may  he  convenient  for 
conclusion,  there  came  one  enacting  clause,  ra-  the  better  securing  those  islands,  and  supplying 
tifyingall.  This  put  those,  upon  great  difficul-  them  with  necessaries,  in  order  to  a re-settle- 
ties,  who  had  resolved  to  object  to  several  ment.”  The  said  Address  being  presented  ac- 
Articles,  and  to  insist  on  demanding  some  al-  cordingly,  her  majesty  was  pleased  to  answer, 
texations  in  them ; for  they  could  not  come  at  “That  she  was  very  well  pleased  to  find  tbe 
any  debate  about  them  ; they  could  not  object  House  of  Commons  had  so  compnssiouate  a 
Od  the  recital,  it  being  merely  matter  of  tact;  sense  of  the  losses  of  her  subjects  in  Nevis  and 
and  they  had  not  strength  enough,  to  oppose  St.  Christophers,  as  also  with  the  concern  they 
the  general  enacting  clause,  nor  was  it  easy  to  shewed  upon  this  occasion  for  the  plantation!, 
come  at  particulars,  and  to  offer  proviso's  re-  which  were  so  justly  entitled  to  their  care,  by 
latiog  u>  them.  The  matter  was  carried  on  the  large  returns  they  made  to  the  public ; and 
wtthsuchzeal,  that  it  passer!  through  the  House  her  majesty  would  give  the  necessary  dtders 
of  Commons,  before  those,  who  intended  to  for  what  tbe  House  had  desired  in  that  matter.” 
oppose  it,  bad  recovered  themselves  out  uf  the  Accordingly  her  majesty  was  afterwards  pleased 
surprtxe,  under  which  the  form,  it  was  drawn  to  appoint  two  gentlemen  of  known  ability  and 
in,  had  put  them.  It  did  not  stick  long  in  the  integrity  to  go  to  tbe  said  Islands  to  procure 
House  of  Lords,  for  all  tbe  Articles  had  been  an  exact  state  of  the  losses  of  her  subject! 
copiously  debated  there  for  several  days,  before  there,  in  order  to  their  being  pet  on  such  a 
the  Bdl  was  seut  up  to  them  : and  thus  this  footing,  as  might  be  most  for  the  particular 
great  design,  so  long  wished  nnd  laboured  for  benefit  of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  general 
in  vain,  was  begun,  and  happily  ended,  within  good  of  these  kingdoms, 
the  compass  of  nine  monlns.  The  Union  TAe  Queen’s  Speech  to  both  Houses.] 
was  to  commence  on  tbe  First  of  May,  and  April  8.  Tbe  queen  came  to  tbe  House  of 

■mil  that  time,  the  two  kingdoms  were  still  Peers,  with  the  usual  solemnity,  and  gave  her 

distinct,  and  their  two  parliaments  continued  royal  assent  to  th«  several  following  publia 

Kill  to  sit,”  Burnet,  hilli.  There  thing)  being  over,  the  Lord- 
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Keeper,  by  her  majesty’s  command,  prorogued 
the  parliament  until  Monday  the  14th,  when 
her  majesty  being  conic  to  the  House  of  Peers, 
and  the  Commons  sent  for  up,  her  majesty 
made  the  follow  ing  Speech  to  both  Houses  ; 

" My  lords  and  gentlemen ; I was  willing  to 
give  you  an  opportunity  of  coming  together 
again,  to  consider  if  any  thing  can  properly  be 
done  to  prevent  the  inconveniences  that  may 
happen  to  our  trade,  by  too  great  an  interval 
between  the  rising  of  the  parliament  and  the 
first  of  May;  and  1 need  not  add,  that  what- 
ever is  to  be  done  of  that  kind,  w ill  require  to 
be  dispatched  in  a little  time.” 

Petition  of  the  Merchants  against  the  importa- 
tion of  Goods  into  Scotland. J The  Commons 
being  returned  to  their  House, receive J and  read 
a Petition  of  the  Merchants,  on  behalf  of  them- 
selves and  many  others,  concerned  in  the  im- 
portation of  Wines  and  Uiandy  from  Spain, 
Portugal,  and  Italy,  and  of  other  goods  from 
Holland,  &c.  complaining,  “ That  (as  the  peti- 
tioners w ore  credibly  informed)  great  quantities 
of  French  wines,  brandies,  silks,  prunes,  rosin, 
&c.  of  the  growth  and  product  of  France ; 
whale-bone,  linnet),  drugs,  coffee,  spices,  &c. 
from  Holland  and  from  France,  directly  were 
brought,  and  more  intended  to  be  imported 
into  the  kingdom  of  Scotland,  in  order  to  be 
brought  thence  and  imported  into  this  kingdom 
of  England,  after  the  first  day  of  May,  to  avoid 
the  English  duties,  to  the  great  detriment  and 
loss  of  some,  and  the  utter  ruin  of  other  the 
petitioners,  who  had  imported,  and  were  im- 
porting into  England  the  like  commodities  from 
Spain,  Portugal,  Italy  and  Holland,  paying  the 
high  duties  upon  them  ; which  commodities  had 
been  c hit  fly  purchased  abroad  with  the  woollen- 
manufactures,  com,  and  other  products  of  Eng- 
land; and  praying,  that  the  House  would  pre- 
vent the  importation  of  the  said  goods  and 
merchandizes,  the  importation  whereof,  with- 
out being  made  subject  to  the  English  duties, 
would  be  a great  damage,  not  only  to  the  peti- 
tioners, but  to  her  majesty’s  revenue  of  her  cus- 
toms ; or  otherwise  to  provide  for  the  petitioners 
relief  iu  the  premises,  as  the  House  shall  think 
fit.” 

Resolutions  thereon .]  The  next  day,  the 
Commons,  in  a Committee  of  the  whole  House, 
came  to  these  Resolutions,  viz. 

1^<4  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee, 
That  the  importation  of  goods  and  merchan- 
dizes of  the  growth  and  produce  of  France,  and 
other  foreign  pans,  into  Scotland,  iu  order  to 
be  brought  from  thence  into  England  after  the 
first  of  May,  and  with  the  intention  to  avoid 
the  payment  of  the  English  duties,  will  be  to 
the  damage  and  ruin  of  the  fair  traders,  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  inaiiu fact u res  of  England,  a 
great  loss  to  her  majesty’s  revenues  of  the  cus- 
toms, and  a very  great  detriment  to  the  public. 
2.  That  the  exporting  of  goods  and  merchan- 
dizes from  England  into  Scotland,  that  are  in- 
titled  to  a drawback,  with  intention  to  bring 
the  same  back  again  into  England  after  the 
first  of  May,  is  a most  notorious  fraud,  to  the 


damage  and  ruin  of  the  fair  traders,  to  ttx«- 
great  loss  of  her  majesty’s  revenues  of  the  cus- 
toms, and  a very  great  detriment  to  the  publier 

These  Resolutions  being  immediately  x~*>- 
ported  and  agreed  to,  a Bill  was  ordered  to  he 
brought  in  upon  the  same;  which  was  accord- 
ingly done,  and  after  the  second  reading,  t Ixcr 
said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  ingrossed.  TTie 
bill  on  the  19th  was  passed,  and  sent  up  to  the 
Lords  for  their  concurrence;  but  it  being  a p>— 
prehendod,  that  this  law  would  give  offence  to 
the  Scots,  and  the  most  eminent  lawyers,  who 
were  consulted  about  it,  not  agreeing  in  their 
opinions,  the  court  thought  fit  to  let  it  fall : con- 
sidering, that  the  1st  of  May  was  near  at  band, 
and  that  the  practices  of  the  fraudulent  traders, 
had,  in  some  measure,  been  prevented,  by  the 
terror  of  this  intended  law.* 

The  Queen's  Speech  at  the  Prorogation _T 
Hereupon,  the  queen  came  to  the  Honse  of 
Peers,  on  the  24th,  and  made  the  following 
Speech  to  both  Houses : 

M My  Lords  and  Gentlemen;  I return  you 
my  hearty  thanks  for  the  great  zeal  and  atfec- 
tion  which  you  have  shewn  for  my  service,  and 
the  public  good,  in  the  several  affairs  which 
have  been  before  you,  especially  in  that  of  the 
Union  with  Scotlaud,  which  I doubt  not  will 
prove  a lasting  blessing  to  this  island. 

11  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons;  I 
am  to  thank  you  in  particular,  for  the  great 
dispatch  you  have  made  in  providing  the 
largest  and  most  effectual  supplies  that  have 
ever  been  given  to  the  crown  for  the  current 
service  in  any  one  session  of  parliament.  I ara 

very  much  concerned  that  thejpublic  occasions 
require  the  raising  of  such  great  sums  from  my 
people.  I will  take  care  they  shall  be  applied 
to  the  uses  for  which  they  are  given  ; and  I 
hope,  by  God’s  blessing,  we  may  obtain  ad- 
vantages from  them  answerable  to  so  great  an 
ex pence. 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen;  It  is  proper 
forme,  before  we  part,  to  communicafe  to  you 
that  I think  it  expedient  that  the  Lords  of  par- 
liament of  England,  and  Commons  of  the  pre- 
sent parliament  of  England,  should  be  the 
members  of  the  respective  Houses  of  the  first 

• 11  There  has  been  a great  deal  to  do  here 
in  my  absence  occasioned  by  a sudden  and  un- 
usual prorogation  of  the  parliament  upon  ac- 
count of  a bill  the  Commons  sent  up  to  tLe 
Loids  in  relation  to  frauds  carrying  on  in  Scot- 
land by  importing  prohibited  goods,  which  after 
the  Union  were  to  berclanded  in  England  ; the 
Lords  would  not  pass  the  bill,  nor  would  they 
reject  it,  but  hoped  by  a prorogation  to  give 
the  Commons  an  opportunity  to  recant,  and 
hring  in  another  bill  that  might  not  infringe 
upon  the  Union,  as  they  apprehended  this  did, 
but  the  Commons  w ere  stubborn  mid  sent  them 
the  same  bill  again  ; that  the  queen  was  forced 
at  last  to  interpose  and  determine  the  dispute 
by  putting  an  end  to  the  parliament.”  Robert 
to  Horace  Walpole,  May  19,  1707.  Coxe’f 
Walpole,  vcl.  2.  p.  8. 
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Orest  Britain  for  and  on  the  | The  Parliament  revived  by  Proclamation.] 
pin  of  England  ; and  therefore  I intend,  with-  The  parliament  being  at  an  end.  f “ 1“““'^ 

£ the  time  limited,  to  publish  a proclamation  virtue  ol  a clause  m the t Act .of  U ^ 
for  that  purpose,  pursuant  to  the  powers  given  suant  to  her  promise  in  her  ^ . 

,00  by  tit  acts  of  parliament  of  both  kingdoms,  by  a proclamation  aif  the  S9t  V'  ’ f * 
ratifying  the  Treaty  of  Union  : and  after  we  another  of  June  5,  declared  ™n 

hue  so  fully  compleated  this  great  work,  I as-  , holding  the  first  paUiamui  l ^ l)ie 

sure  myself  that  when  you  return  to  your  seve-  i the  33rd  of  October.  U|  > , * 

rsl  countries,  you  will  omit  no  opportunity  of  Scotch  lords  XLreo«and  lUshurgh  were 
Baking  rny  subjects  sensible  oi  the  security,!  well  received.  Montrose  and  Hos  h 

aod  the  other  great  and  lasting  benefits,  they  I bi,  enemie,  had 

Uisv  reasonably  expect  from  this  happy  Union.  | been  let  fall , and,  upon  tn  si,  , „ ^ for> 
—This  will  conduce  very  much  to  make  it  i set  their  chtei  bop”  . rou  llt  llls  coun- 
prave  so,  and  be  a good  preparation  to  the  sue-  t bough  no  proof  coul  b ( j ■ ad- 

Tssof  our  nest  meeting/"^,.,  I hope,  we  .el  m ,t  yet  it  was  not  dt Au 
shall  ally,...  nur  sincere  and  hearty  endeavours  vice  had  determined  1 >«  u«n  ^ sou„d 
, a promute  the  welfare  and  prosper,.,  ol  Great  -^hment  was  a ^ and 

Afte“r  which  the  Lord-Keeper  by  her  m.jes-  disorder  . , session  of  ban 

r‘  s sr 1 ..Ai,,., 

Wednesday  the  30th. n:,ued  .„  The  queen  was  very  sensible,  that 

• « Thus  this  remarkable  session  came  to  a bis  mana^g  the  grea^ trust  he  « « , f|j_ 

happy  conclusion,  after  having  finished  the  ™a" lc „ ealy to  her;  and  there- 

peit  transaction  of  the  Union,  on  which  it  may  1 . no  pains  to  bring  this  about, 

not  be  improper  to  make  the  following  obserya-  fore  . ^Xhevedshewas  at  no  small  cost  to 
uoat  It  is  certain,  the  design  on  Darien  the  | ^ 'i( . for  t|lu5B  0f  Scotland  had  learned 

great  charge  it  put  Scotland  to,  and  the  total  j J t * t a pr,ce  upon  their  votes, 

miscarriage  of  that  project,  made  the  tradins; ' ^ cxpecte(1  to  be  we) l paid  for  them.  The 
part  of  that  kingdom  see  the  impossibility ot  ^ Xurer  likewise  exerted  himself  in  tins 
undertaking  any  great  design  in  trade,  aid  - . an  activity  and  zeal  that  Seemed 

this  made  iheui  the  more  ready  to  concur  in  • . - nature;  and  indeed,  all  the 

carrying  on  tlin  Union.  The  wiser  men  ot  "t:  which  the  court  pursued  this 

that  nation  had  observed  long,  that  Scotland  •'PP • aJ  uecessary  to  master  the  opposition 
lay  at  the  mercy  of  the  ministry,  and  that  every  • which  sprang  up  in  the  progress 

new  set  of  ministers  made  use  of  their  power  to  'X3pl»>«t  nil,  *e  low 

uinch  themselves  and  their  creatures  at  the  w|,;cj,  l|,e  affairs  of  France  were  re- 
cost of  the  public ; that  the  judges  bemg  made  That  kingdom  could  spare  neither 

by  them  were  in  such  a dependence,  that,  since  ^ monev  to  Support  their  party,  syhich 

there  are  no  juries  allowed  in  Scotland  m civil  they  would  undoubtedly  have  done, 

matters, the  whole  property  of  the  kingdom  was  | J*her«»e  ^ oflhe  Exchequer-notes 

io  thtir  bands,  aud  bv  their  means  in  the  hands  j y Fnidnnd  uiven  out  Mint- bills  to  a 
of  the  ministers.  They  had  also  observed  j ^ llue^  ome  tu.d  two  hundred  nullions 
how  ineffectual  it  had  been  to  complain  ol  J These  were  ordered  to  be  taken  by 

them  at  court.  It  put  those,  who  ventured  o ,ubiects  in  all  payments,  as  money  to  the 

it,  to  a vial  charge,  to  no  other  purpose  but  to  >1  J were  „ot  to  U-  received  in  pay- 

expose  them  the  more  to  the  fury  of  the  mi-  ™Xof’the  king’s  taxes.  This  put  them  un- 
nntrv.  The  poor  noblemen  and  the  poor  bo-  t djscreSit,  and  the  fond  created  for 

roughs  made  a great  majority  in  their  parley-  b being  thought  a good  one, 

meat,  and  were  easily  to  be  purchased  'by  the  ^paying  ^ This  occasioned 

court  They  saw  therefore  no  hopes  ot  a re  y ;U|_  ^iiunrr|nr  ;n  all  payments,  and 

. . J . t c i & i...  ;.s.vrv>*n/s-  an  n 


wurt.  1 13 t-y  — r ' . 

medy  for  such  a mischief,  but  by  an  incorpo- 
rating Union  with  England.  These  thoughts 
were  much  quickened,  by  the  prospect  ol  re- 

. 1 • i i I . » >n  tlsar  i -rmi- 


anmexpressible  disorder  in  all 

in  tl.ewh.de  commerce  of  France.  All  the 

methods  thatwere,  P-p^  for  raising  th^r 


were  much  quickened,  by  the  prospect  ol  re-  proved  ineffectual;  for  they 

covering  what  they  had  lost  in  that  ill-con-  > , ^ t ,(ie  discount  of  5tt  per 

certed  undertaking  cf  Darien  ; and  this  was  so  “““ed  “hi,  distress,  was  not  m a 

universal  and  so  operative,  than t he  «n  jition  to  spare  much  to  support  such  an  in- 


universal  UI1U  JU  * - 

Dancn,  which  the  Jacobites  had  set  on  toot, 
and  prosecuted  with  so  much  fury  and  with 
bad  intentions,  did  now  engage  many  to  pro- 
mote the  Union,  who,  without  that  considera- 
tion, would  have  been  at  least,  neutral,  if  not 
backward  in  it.  The  court  was  engaged  to 


cent.  A cuuri  in  mi»»  . • 

condition  to  spare  much  to  support  ^rh  a"  ‘^ 
considerable  interest,  as  «be,  esteemed  he, r 
party  in  Scotland;  who  therefore  had  not  tte 
assistance  which  they  promisrf  then'sehes 

from  .hence.  T he  conjuncture  of  these  varm 

incidents,  which  brought  Um.  great"0 


backward  in  it.  The  court  was  engaged  to  """  was6,0  remarkable,  that  the 

promote  the  Union,  on  account  of  the  act  of  1 PP>  |’n  Q|,e  tie,v  will,  it  is  hoped, 

m|i  uf  impeaching  him  tor  advising  il  bad  often  m a . 
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ma  le  dukes  in  Scotland  ; some  of  them  were 
made  privy  counsellors  in  England  ; and  a com- 
mission l<>r  a new  council  was  sent  to  Scotland : 
there  appeared  soon  two  different  parties 
among  the  Scots ; some  of  them  moved,  that 
there  should  neither  be  a distinct  government, 
nor  a privy  council  continued  there,  but  that 
all  should  be  brought  under  one  administration, 
as  the  several  counties  in  England  were  ; they 
said,  the  sooner  all  were  consolidated,  in  all  re- 
spects, into  one  body,  the  possibility  of  sepa- 
rating and  disuniting  them  would  be  the  sooner 
extinguished  ; this  was  pressed  with  the  most 
earnestness  by  those  who  were  weary  of  the 
present  ministry,  and  longed  to  see  their  power 
at  an  end  : but  the  ministry,  who  had  a mind 
to  keep  up  their  authority,  said,  there  was  a 
necessity  of  preserving  a shew  of  greatness,  and 
a form  of  government  in  those  parts,  both  for 
subduing  the  Jacobite*,  and  that  the  nation 
might  not  be  disgusted,  bv  too  sudden  an  alte- 
ration of  outward  appearances.  The  court  re- 
solved to  maintain  the  ministry  there,  till  the 
next  session  of  parliament,  in  which  new  mea- 
sures might  he  taken.  Thus  affairs  were  hap- 
pily settled  at  home,  and  the  first  of  May,  when 
the  Union  took  place,  being  appointed  to  be 
observed  as  a day  of  public  und  general  thanks- 
giving for  the  happy  c»  nclusion  of  the  Treaty 
of  Union,  it  was  celebrated  with  a decent  so- 
lemnity* Congratulatory  addresses  on  account 
of  the  Union  wore  presented  to  the  queen  from 
all  parts  of  the  kingdom.  But  it  was  observed, 
that  the  university  of  Oxford  were  silent  on  this 
occasion,  as  well  as  the  Scots,  which  made  the 
addressers  of  Brackley  in  Northamptonshire 
suggest,  **  That  after  the  little  notice  that  had 
hitherto  been  taken  of  the  Union  by  those  who 
enjoyed  the  greatest  share  of  it,  at  least  an 
equivalent  of  the  advantage,  they  had  some 
thoughts  of  not  disturbing  her  majesty  at  this 
time,  in  her  great  concernments  for  the  liberties 
of  all  Europe,  had  they  not  been  afraid,  lest  the 
malice  of  tlie  world  should  have  unjustly  tacked 
them  to  some  of  her  majesty’s  mistaken  sub- 
jects, who, , by  their  silence  in  not  addressing, 
hud  sufficiently  declared  their  dislike  of  what 
her  majesty  had  owned  her  greatest  pleasure  ; 
and  satisfaction.” 

Principal  Occurrences  during  tiie  Re- 
cess— Change*  and  Promotions — Expectations 
of  the  ensuing  Campaign  not  answered — Pro- 
ceedings with  regard  to  Scotland — A New 
Party  at  Court — P to/not  ions  in  the  Church — 

J Four  Men  of  War  hit — Dispute  concerning 
the  Parliament — A New  Parliament  called .] — 
u About  this  time,”  says  Tindal,  “ there  were 
made  some  changes  in  several  public  offices. 
The  earl  of  Stamford,  the  lord  Herbert  of  Cher- 
burg,  Robert  Monkton,  and  John  Pultoev,  es- 
quires, were  made  commissioners  of  trade  and 
plantations,  in  the  room  of  the  lord  viscount 
Weymouth,  who  had  before  resigned  that  post, 
and  of  William  Blaithwaite,  John  Pollexfen, 
and  Matthew  Prior,  esquires,  who  were  laid 
aside,  as  too  strongly  attached  to  the  Tory-party. 
At  the  same  time,  the  interest  of  Mr.  Sccre- 
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tary  Harley,  sir  Simon  Harcourt  was  constituted 
Attorney  General,  in  the  room  of  sir  Edwxrd 
Northey  ; sir  James  Mountague  succeeded  sir 
Simon  Harcourt  in  the  place  of  Solicitor  Gene- 
ral ; and  the  honourable  Spencer  Compton, 
who  had  exerted  his  zeal  and  abilities  in  the 
Treaty  of  Union,  was  made  treasurer  and  re- 
ceiver-general to  prince  George  of  Denmark, 
and  pay-master  to  her  majesty’s  pensions,  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Nicholas.  In  the  beginning 
of  May,  the  queen  declared  the  lord  Cow  per 
lord  high  chancellor  of  Great  Britain.  In  like 
manner,  the  lord  Godolphin  was  appointed 
lord  high  treasurer  of  Great  Britain.  Prince 
George  of  Denmark  took  the  oath  in  the  court 
of  Chancery,  as  lord  high  admiral  of  Great 
Britain,  and  by  a new  commission  appointed 
sir  David  Mitchell,  George  Churchill,  Mr.  Ro- 
bert Walpole,  and  sir  Stafford  I airborne,  to  be 
council  in  the  affairs  of  the  admiralty.  In  Ja- 
nuary, the  earl  of  Manchester  received  his  in- 
structions to  go  ambassador  extraordinary  to 
the  republic  of  Venice,  and,  in  his  journey 
thither,  he  went  to  the  courts  of  Vienna  and 
Turin.  But  the  most  considerable  change  had 
been  made,  in  December,  by  the  promotion  of 
the  earl  of  Sunderland  to  the  post  of  secretary 
of  stale,  in  the  room  of  sir  Charles  Hedges: 
Though  it  was  not  till  after  much  solicitation, 
that  the  queeu  could  be  prevailed  with  to  make 
this  alteration. 

“ The  unparalleled  successes  of  the  allies,  in 
the  glorious  and  ever-memorable  year  1706, 
nnd  the  many  eminent  misfortunes  to  the  French 
king  in  one  campaign,  raised  great  expectations 
from  the  next,  and  made  it  concluded,  that  the 
time  was  come,  in  which  the  perfidy,  tyranny, 
and  cruelty  of  that  king’s  long  and  bloody  reign, 
were  going  to  be  repaid  him  with  the  same  mea- 
sures wherewith  he  had  formerly  treated  others. 
But  the  events  of  the  ensuing  campaign  pro- 
duced a contrary  effect,  and  proved  very  unfor- 
tunate to  the  allies.  The  offers  of  peace  made 
by  France,  had  been  indeed  rejected  by  Great 
Britain  and  Holland,  but  the  inclination  (as 
■ hath  been  observed)  expressed  by  some  persons 
I to  come  to  a treaty  with  the  Freuch,  upon  the 
terms  offered,  was  thought  to  have  raised,  in 
the  Imperial  court,  a strong  jealousy,  that  the 
maritime  powers  were  tampering  with  France, 
and  making  terms  for  themselves,  to  which  the 
interest  of  Austria  was  to  he  sacrificed.  .And 
this  jealousy  was  supposed  to  have  put  that 
court  upon  measures,  that  had  a fatal  influence 
on  the  campaign  of  this  year,  and  to  have  occa- 
sioned the  two  most  unfortunate  events  that 
happened  during  the  whole  wur.  Fur  the  con- 
clusion of  a treaty  with  the  French,  for  evacu- 
ating the  Milanese,  without  the  privity  of  Eng- 
land and  Holland,  gave  the  French  an  opportu- 
nity of  sending  immediately  into  Spain  a great 
body  of  good  veteran  troops,  to  the  assistance 
of  king  Philip,  whose  army  had  by  that  means 
the  superiority  over  the  allies,  and  gained  the 
battle  of  Almanza.  And  the  expedition  to  Na- 
ples was  the  chief  cause  of  the  ill  success  of 
the  design  against  Toulon. 
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“ Daring  tbe  campaign,  things  went  in  Eng- 
land u:  their  ordinary  channel.  But  the  con- 
duct, with  relation  to  Scotland,  was  more  un- 
accountable. For  whereas  it  might  have  been 
reasonably  expected,  that  the  management  of 
tbe  newly-united  part  of  this  island  should 
hare  been  particularly  taken  care  of,  so  as  to 
ti*e  no  just  distaste  to  the  Scots,  nor  offer  an 
handle  to  those,  who  were  still  endeavouring 
u inflame  that  nation,  and  to  increase  their 
ateraoQ  to  the  Union  ; things  were  on  the  con- 
trary, so  ordered,  as  if  the  design  had  been  to 
contrite  methods  to  exasperate  the  spirits  of 
tbe  people  there.  Though  the  management  of 
tbe  Scots  revenue  was  to  fall  into  the  lord  trea- 
surer* hands  on  the  1st  of  May,  no  care  whs 
taken  to  have  all  the  commissions  ready  at  the 
day, with  new  officers  to  serve  in  them ; so  that 
tbe  whole  trade  of  Scotland  was  stopped  for 
almost  two  months  for  want  of  order*,  to  put 
it  mio  the  new  course,  in  which  it  wn*  to  be 
corned  on.  Three  months  passed  before  the 
epmaleat  was  tent  to  Scotland  ; nnd, 
<*bfn  wine  and  other  merchandize  were  im- 
ported into  England,  from  thence,  seizures 
»er«*  etery  where  made ; and  this  was  managed 
with  a particular  affectation  of  roughness. 
Al'  these  thing*  heightened  the  prejudices, 
with  which  that  nation  had  been  possessed 
ac  -nst  tbe  Union.  It  was  also  known,  that 
n-ary  message*  passed  between  Scotland  and 
Fraace;  and  that  there  were  many  meetings 
and  much  c multatioii  among  the  discontent- 
ed parry  there.  A great  body  appeared  openly 
tof  die  Pretender,  nnd  celebrated  bis  birtn-day 
public!?,  both  a-  EH  in  bum  h,  and  in  other 
l^crj  of  tbe  kingdom;  and  it  was  openly 
talked,  that  tl  ere  was  now  an  opportunity  that 
**5  not  to  be  lost,  of  invading  the  kingdom, 
though  with  small  force ; and  that  a general 
concurrence  from  the  body  of  that  nation  might 
be  depended  upon.  These  things  were  done 
m io  public  a manner,  that  no  check  being 
r*tn  to  them,  nor  inquiry  made  after  them  by 
those  who  were  in  the  government,  it  gave  oc- 
casion to  many  melancholy  speculations.  The 
management  from  England  looked  like  a thing 
concerted  tn  heighten  that  distemper;  and  the 
•bolt  conduct  of  the  fleet  afforded  great 
cause  of  jealousv. 

“ But,  to  open  this  more  clearly,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  give  an  account  of  a new  scene  at 
it  was  observed,  that  Mr.  Harley,  who 
hid  been  for  some  years  secretary  of  state,  had 
?iieed  great  credit  with  the  queen,  and  began 
^ set  up  for  himself,  and  to  act  no  more  under 
^direction  of  the  lord-treasurer.  There  was 
we  of  the  bedchamber- women,  Mrs.  Abigail 
Bill,  who,  being  nearly  related  to  the  duchess  of 
Midborough,  bad  been  taken  care  of  by  her, 
together  with  her  whole  family  (for  the  y were 
fallen  very  low)  in  a mo«t  particular  manner. 

brought  her  not  only  into  that  post,  but 
bsd  treated  her  with  such  a confidence,  mat  it 
bad  introduced  her  into  a high  degree  of  fav  »ur 
W1d>  the  queen ; which,  for  some  years,  was  con- 
fidered  as  an  effect  of  the  duchess's  credit  with 
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her  majesty.  She  was  also  nearly  related  td 
Mr.  Harley;  and  they  two  entered  into  a close 
correspondence.  She  learned  the  art*  of  a 
court,  and  observed  the  queen's  temper  with  so 
much  application,  that  she  got  far  into  her 
heart.  She  employed  nil  her  credit  to  estab- 
lish Mr.  Harley  in  the  supreme  confidence 
with  the  queen,  and  to  alienate  her  affections 
from  the  duchess  of  Marlborough,  who  studied 
no  other  method  of  presemng  her  favour,  than 
by  pursuing  the  true  interest  of  the  queen  and 
of  the  kingdom.  It  was  said,  that  prince 
George  was  brought  into  the  concert,  and  that 
he  was  made  to  apprehend,  that  he  had  too 
small  a share  in  the  government,  and  that  he 
was  shut  out  from  it  »»y  the  great  power  which 
the  duke  of  Marlborough  and  the  lord- trea- 
surer had  drawn  into  their  hands;  that  all  de- 
pended upon  them  ; that  the  queen  was  only  a 
cypher  in  the  government;  that  she  was  in  the 
duchess  of  Marlborough's  hands,  as  her  affairs 
were  in  the  duke's.  It  was  likewise  talked 
among  those,  who  made  their  court  to  the  new 
favourites,  (hat  there  was  not  now  a Jacobite 
in  the  nation;  that  ail  were  for  the  queen  ; 
and  that,  without  doubt,  she  would  reign  out 
peaceably  her  whole  life,  but  she  nted  not  con- 
cern herself  for  a German  family.  1 hesc*  dis- 
courses began  to  break  out,  and  gave  melan- 
choly apprehensions  to  those  to  whom  they 
were  brought.  This  went  on  too  long,  little  re- 
garded. The  duchess  of  M>rll.or  mgh  seemed 
secure  of  her  interest  in  the  queen,  and  shewed 
no  jealousy  of  a favour,  to  which  herself  gave 
the  first  rise.  This  was  the  state  of  the  court 
at  the  opening  of  the  parliament. 

There  were  at  that  nine  three  bishopricks 
vacant.  Sir  Jonathan  Trelawnev,  considerable 
for  his  birth  and  inft  rest  in  Cornwall,  na  1 b<  en 
removed  the  summer  before  from  Exeter  to 
Winchester.  The  lord-treasurer  had  promised, 
that  preferments  should  be  bestowed  «»n  men 
well- principled  with  relation  to  the  present 
constitution,  nnd  on  men  01  merit.  The  queen, 
without  regarding  this,  secretly  eng*g  d herself 
to  Dr.  Blarkall  for  Exe  'er ; and  lor  Chester 
(being  at  the  same  time  void  by  the  death  of 
Dr.  Stratford)  to  sir  William  Da*e*.  These 
divines  were  in  themselves  men  of  merit,  but 
their  notions  were  all  on  the  other  side.  They 
had  submitted  to  the  government  ; bu  they,  at 
least  Dr.  Blackall,  seemed  to  condemn  the  Re- 
volution, and  nil  that  had  been  d >ne  pursuant 
to  it.  Sir  William  Dawes  was  likewise  i'»oked 
on  as  an  aspiring  man,  who  would  Svt  himself 
ut  the  head  of  the  Tory-party.  I ins  nomina- 
tion therefore  gave  great  disgust.  To  qualify  this 
a little,  Dr.  Patrick,  the  pious  and  learned 
bishop  of  Ely,  dying  at  this  time,  the  queen  ad- 
vanced bishop  More  from  Norwich  to  that 
see ; and  Dr.  Trimnel,  a worthy  person  in 
all  respects,  was  named  for  Norwich;  yet 
this  did  not  quiet  the  uneasiness  which  many 
were  under,  by  reason  of  the  other  nominations^ 
\vhich  seemed  to  flow  from  the  queen  herself, 
and  so  discovered  her  inclination. 

“ To  prevent  the  ill  effects  that  this  might 
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have  in  the  approaching  session,  some  of  the 
eminent  members  of  the  House  of  C ommons 
were  called  to  a meeting,  with  the  dukes  of 
Somerset  and  Devonshire.  These  lords  assured 
them,  in  the  queen’s  name,  that  she  was  very 
sensible  of  the  services  which  the  Whigs  did 
her ; and,  though  she  had  engaged  herself  so 
far  with  relation  to  those  two  bishopricks,  that 
she  could  not  recall  the  promises  she  had  made, 
yet  for  the  future  she  was  resolved  to  give  them 
full  content.*  But,  while  this  was  said  to  some 
Whigs,  Mr.  Harley,  and  his  friends  Mr.  St. 
John  and  sir  Simon  llarcourt,  took  great  pains 
with  the  leaders  of  the  Tories,  particularly  sir 
Thomas  Hanmer,  Mr.  Bromley,  and  Mr.  Free- 
man, to  engage  them  in  the  queen's  interests, 
assuring  them,  that  her  heart  was  with  them  ; 
that  she  was  weary  of  the  tyranny  of  the  W higs, 
and  longed  to  be  delivered  from  it.  But  they 
were  not  wrought  upon  by  that  management ; 
they  either  mistrusted  it,  ns  done  only  to 
insnare  thgm  ; or  they  had  other  views,  which 
they  did  not  think  fit  to  own.  This  double- 
dealing came  to  be  known,  and  gave  occasion 
to  much  jealousy  and  distrust. 

u A little  before  the  session  was  opened,  an  ! 
eminent  misfortune  happeued  at  sea.  A convoy 
of  five  ships  of  the  line  (the  Cumberland  of 
eighty  guns,  captain  Ilichard  Edwards  com- 
modore ; the  Devonshire  of  like  force ; the 
Royal-Oak  of  seventy  guns  ; and  the  Chester 
ana  Rubv  of  fifty)  were  sent  to  Lisbon,  to 
eonvoy  thither  a fleet  of  about  130  sail  of  mer- 
chant-ships, witli  merchandise,  provisions,  stores 

* u The  duchess  of  Marlborough,  in  the 
Account  of  her  Conduct,  p.  174,  observes, 

“ That  notwithstanding  the  promotion  of  lord 
Sunderland  to  the  post  of  secretary  of  state 
was  carried  by  the  Whigs,  they  were  soon 
alarmed  again  by  the  queen's  choice  of  two 
high-church  divines  to  fill  two  vacant  bishop- 
ricks.  Several  of  the  Whigs  were  disposed  tj 
think  themselves  betrayed  by  t lie  ministry ; 
whereas  the  truth  was,  that  t he  queen’s  incli- 
nation to  the  Tories,  being  now  soothed  by  the 
flatteries  and  insinuations  of  her  private  coun- 
sellors, had  beg  in  to  make  it  irksome  to  her  to 
consult  with  her  ministers  upon  any  promo- 
tions, either  in  the  church  or  the  state.  The 
first  artifice  of  those  conii-ellors  was  to  instil 
into  the  queen  notions  of  the  high  prerogative 
of  acting  without  her  ministers,  and  (as  they 
expressed  it)  of  being  queen  indeed.  And  the 
nomination  of  persons  to  hisliopricks  against 
the  judgment  and  remonstrances  of  her  mi- 
nistry, being  what  they  knew  her  genius  would 
fall  in  with  more  readily  than  with  any  thing 
else  they  could  propose,  they  began  with  that ; 
and  they  took  care,  that  these  remonstrances 
should  be  interpreted  by  the  world,  and  re- 
sented by  herself,  as  hard  usage,  a denial  of 
common  civility,  and  even  the  making  her  no 
ueen.  Her  majesty,  however,  to  quiet  the 
issatisfaction  of  the  Whigs  for  the  late  pro*% 
motions,  ordered  her  ministers  to  assure  them, 
that  she  would  prefer  no  more  Tories,  and  she 


of  war,  and  a thousand  horses  bought  in  Eng- 
land for  the  king  of  Portugal.  They  left 
Plymouth  on  the  9Ji  of  October,  being  or- 
dered to  sail,  as  if  it  had  been  by  concert,  at  a 
time  when  n squadron  from  Dunkirk  had  joined 
another  from  Brest,  and  lay  in  the  way,  waiting 
for  t hem  under  the  command  of  M.  F«frhin„ 
and  M.  du  Gue  Trnuin,  and  making  in  all  14 
sail ; one  of  72  guns,  others  of  60,  some  of  50, 
and  none  under  40.  Some  advertue.neuU 
were  brought  to  the  Admiralty  of  this  con- 
junction, hut  they  were  not  believed.  When 
the  French  set  upon  the  English  ships  off  the 
Lizard,  the  convoy  did  their  part  very  gallantly, 
though  the  enemy  were  almost  three  to  one. 
One  of  the  English  men  of  war  was  blown  up, 
and  three  of  them  were  taken,  so  that  only 
one  escaped  much  shattered;  but  they  had 
fought  so  long,  that  most  of  the  merchant-ships 
had  time  to  get  away  ; and  sailed  on,  not  being 
pursued,  and  got  safe  to  Lisbon.  This  coming 
almost  at  the  s;<ine  time  with  the  loss  of  ad- 
miral Shovel,  the  session  of  parliament  began 
with  a melancholy  face,  and  a dispute,  upon 
the  opening,  had  almost  put  the  Houses  into 
great  disorder. 

“it  was  generally  thought,  that,  though  this 
was  a parliament  that  had  now  sat  two  year.*, 
yet  it  was  a new  parliament,  by  reason  it  had 
been  let  fall,  and  was  revived  by  a procla- 
mation, ns  had  been  said.  The  comtqueiice 
of  this  was,  that  they,  who  had  got  placts 
were  to  be  re-elected.  Others  maintained, 
that  it  could  not  he  a new  parliament,  suice  it 

gave  the  same  assurances  with  her  own  mouth 
in  the  cabinet-council.  And  she  was  suffeied 
by  her  secret  counsellors  so  far  to  observe  this 
romise,  as  to  give,  about  the  same  lime,  the 
ishoprick  of  Norw  ich  to  Dr.  Trimnell,  a par- 
ticular friend  of  lord  Sunderland’s.  And  she 
also,  some  time  after,  gave  the  professorship  of 
divinity  at  Oxford  to  Dr.  Potter,  the  present 
archbishop  of  Canterbury,  who  had  Dr.  Smal- 
ridge  for  his  competitor,  recommended  by  the 
Tories.  But  this  latter  favour  to  the  Whig* 
was  not  so  easily  obtained  as  the  former.  And, 
upon  the  delays  that  were  made  in  bestowing 
it,  my  lord  Marhorough  thought  it  proper  t » 
try  what  credit  he  had  with  the  queen,  whose 
glory  he  hail  carried  to  a height  beyond  that  of 
any  of  her  predecessors.  He  wrote  therefore 
a very  moving  letter  to  her,  complaining  of  the 
visible  loss  of  bis  interest  with  her,  and  parti- 
cularly of  her  so  long  deferring  the  promotion 
she  had  promised,  ot  the  person  recommended 
by  her  ministry,  as  a faithful  friend  to  her  go- 
vernment, adding,  that  the  only  way  to  make 
her  reign  easy,  was  to  he  true  to  that  rule, 
which  she  had  professed  to  lay  down,  of  pre- 
ferring none  of  those  w ho  appeared  against  her 
sendee  and  the  nation’s  interest,  &c.  He  wrote 
at  the  same  time  to  the  same  effect  to  me,  and 
I wrote  to  the  queen  : and  at  length  by  much 
solicitation,  this  matter  was  obtained,  and  Dr. 
Potter  fixed  in  the  professorship.” 
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<ai  not  summoned  by  a new  writ,  but  by 
virtue  of  a clause  in  an  Act  of  parliament. 

Mr.  Secretary  Harley  was  lor  maintaining  it  to 
be  au  old  parliament : but  the  duke  of  Marl- 
borough, upon  bis  coming  over,  prevailed  to 
have  it  yielded  to  be  a new  one.”  • 


FIRST  SESSION  oj  the  FIRST  PARLIA- 
MENT or  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Heeling  of  the  Urn  Parliament .]  October 
!3,  1707.  This  day  the  First  Parliament  of 
Great- Britain  met  at  Westminster,  nil  the 
I .aiii  usual  in  the  beginning  of  a new  parlia- 
ment were  observed.  The  queen  caine  to 
tne  House  of  Peers,  and,  the  Commons 
being  sent  for,  they  were  directed  by  the 
Lord-Chancellor  to  return  to  their  House, 
and  chute  a Speaker,  and  present  him  that 
day  se’nnigbt.  They  unanimously  made  choice 
of  Mr.  Smith,  their  former  speaker,  and  then 
adjourned  to  the  30tli  of  the  same  month. 
The  Lords  adjourned  to  the  same  day,  after 
thirteen  peers,  of  that  part  of  Great-Britain 
called  Scotland,  had  been  admitted  to  their 
places,  by  virtue  of  their  respective  writs, 
each  being  introduced  by  two  English  peers  of 
the  same  rank. 

Lut  of  the  House  of  Commons.]  The  fol- 
lowing is  a List  of  the  Members  of  the  House 
of  Commons : 

A List  of  the  Hocsr,  or  Commons  in  the  First 
Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  which  met 
October  23,  1707. 


A bin  gt  on, 

Grey  Nevil. 

Agmondesham, 

Sir  Samuel  Garrard, 
John  Drake. 

Albans,  (Si.) 

George  Churchill, 

Henry  Killegrew. 

Aldborough,  (Suffolk) 
Sir  Henry  Johnson, 
William  Jobutnn. 
Aldborough,  ( Yorkshire ) 
Robert  Moncton, 
William  Jeplisun. 

A lit  r ton-  Snrth , 

Sr  William  Hustler, 
Roger  Gale. 

Andover, 

John  Smith, 

Francis  Shepherd. 

Angle  sea. 

Lord  Buikcley. 

Aj>Ubg, 

Junes  Graham, 

William  Harvey. 

Arundel , 

James  Butler, 
kdmund  Dummer. 

Ashburton, 

Richard  Reyoell, 

Wilber  t Yard. 

Ayledmy, 

£r  Jofcn  Whit  wrong*, 
Si*.«n  Mayor. 


Banbury , 

Charles  North. 

Barnstaple, 
Nicholas  Hooper, 
Samuel  Rollc. 

Hath  City , 
Alexander  Pophara, 
Samuel  Trotman. 

Beaumaris , 
Henry  Bertie. 

Bedfordshire, 

Sir  Pincent  Chamock, 
Sir  William  Gnstwick. 

Bedford  Town, 
William  Farrcr, 
William  Hillersden. 

Bed  win. 

Lord  llrucc, 

Samuel  Sambrook. 

Berkshire, 
Richard  Nevil, 

Sir  John  Storehouse. 

Berwick  Town, 
Samuel  Ogle, 
Jonathan  Hutchinson. 
Beverley, 

Sir  Charles  Hotham, 
John  Mryier. 
Beudley, 

Sal  way  Winnington. 

Bishop's  Castle, 
Henry  Brett, 

Henry  Newport, 


Bletchingly , 

I John  Ward, 
t George  Evelyn. 

Bodmid, 

Francis  Roberts, 

[ Thomas  llerne. 
Bora/ston, 

Spencer  Cow  per, 

'l’cter  King. 

liowughbridge, 
John  Stapleton, 

Craven  Peyton. 
Bossiney, 

Sir  Simon  Harcourt, 
John  Manley. 

Boston , 

Sir  Edward  Irby, 
Richard  Wynn. 

Bradley, 

Charles  Egerton, 

Harry  Mordaunt. 

Br  amber , 

Thomas  Windsor, 
William  Shippen. 

Bream  County, 

Sir  Edward  Williams. 

Brecon  Town , 

Sir  John  Jeffreys. 

Bridgewater, 

Sir  Thomas  Wroth, 
George  Batch.  » 

B rid port, 

Alexander  Pitfield, 
Thomas  Strangeways. 

Bristol, 

Robert  Yate, 

Sir  William  Daines. 

Bridgnorth , 

William  Whitmore, 

Sir  Humphry  Briggs. 

Bucks , County , 
William  Egerton, 

Sir  Richard  Temple. 

Buckingham  Town, 
Sir  Edmund  Denton, 
Brown  Willis. 

Caine, 

Edward  Baynton, 

George  Ducket. 

Cambridgeshire , 

Sir  Rnshout  Cullen, 

| John  Bromley. 

Cambridge  Town, 
Sir  John  Cotton, 

! Anthony  Thompson. 
Cambridge  University, 
Arthur  Annesley, 

Dixey  Windsor. 

Camelford, 

William  Pole, 

Henry  Pinnel. 

Canterbury, 

Henry  Lee, 

John  Hardress. 

Cardiff's, 

Sir  John  Awbrey. 

Cardiganshire , 

John  Pugh. 

Cardigan  Town, 
Lewis  Price. 

Carlisle, 

Thomas  Stanwix, 

I Sir  James  Montagu. 


Carmarthenshire, 
Griffith  Rice. 

Carmarthen  Town, 
Richard  Vaughan. 

Carnarvonshire, 

Sir  John  Wynn. 

Carnarvon  Town, 
Thomas  Buikcley. 

Castle  Rising , 
William  Fielding, 
Horatio  Walpole. 

Cheshire, 

Langham  Booth, 

John  Crew. 

Chester  City, 

Sir  Henry  Bunbury, 
Peter  Shackcrly. 

Chichester, 

Thomas  Onslow, 

Sir  Thomas  Littleton. 

Chippenham , 

Lord  Mordaunt, 

Sir  James  Long. 

Chipping - tVicomb, 
Charles  Godfrey, 
Fleetwood  Dormer. 

Christ's  Church, 
Francis  Gwynn, 

William  F.ttricke. 

Cirencester , 

Allen  Bathurst, 

Henry  Iretoa. 

Clifton , 

Nathaniel  Herne, 
Frederick  Herne. 

C lithe  ro , 

Edward  Harvey, 

Daniel  Harvey. 

Cockermeuth, 

James  Stanhope, 
Thomas  Lamplugb. 

Colchester , 

Sir  Isaac  Rebow, 

Sir  Thomas  Webster. 

Corfcastle, 

John  Banks, 

Richard  Fownes. 

Cornwall , 

Hugh  Boscawcn, 

Sir  Richard  Vivian. 

* Coventry , 

Sir  Orlando  Bridgman, 
Edward  Hopkins. 

Cricklade , 

Edmund  Dunch, 
Samuel  Barker. 

Cumberland  County , 
Richard  Musgrave, 
George  Fletcher. 

Denbighshire , 

Sir  Richard  Middleton. 

Denbigh  Town, 
William  Robinson. 

Derby  shite, 

John  Curron, 

Thomas  Coke. 

Derby  Town , 
James  Cavendish, 

Sir  Thomas  Parker. 

Devizes , 

Sir  Francis  Quid, 

Josjah  Diston. 
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Devonshire , 

Sir  William  Courtney, 
Robert  Rolle. 

Dorsetshire, 
Thomas  Strangeways, 
Thomas  Chaffin. 

Dorchester , 
Nathaniel  Napier, 
Awnsham  Churchill. 
Dover , 

Matthew  Ay  1 mar, 
Philip  Papiiion. 
Duwnlon , 

Sir  Charles  Duncomb, 
John  Eyre. 

DrOitioich , 
Charles  Cocks, 

Edward  Foley. 

Durham  County, 
Sir  Robert  Eden, 

John  Tempest. 

Durham  City, 
Thomas  Conyers, 

Sir  Henry  Bellasys. 
East  low. 

Sir  Henry  Seymour, 
George  Clark. 

Edmund's  Bury, 
Sir  Thomas  Felton, 
Auberry  Porter. 
Essex, 

Sir  Francis  Masham, 
Thomas  Middletou. 

Ever  sham, 

John  Rudge, 

Hugh  Parker. 

Exeter, 

Sir  Edward  Seymour, 
John  Snell. 

Eye , 

Sir  Joseph  Jekyll, 
Spencer  Compton. 

Flintshire , 

Sir  John  Conway. 

Flint  Town , 

Sir  Roger  Mostyn. 
Fowey , 

George  Granville, 
John  Hicks. 

Gatton, 

Sir  George  Newland, 
Paul  Docminique. 

Germans  (St) 
Henry  Fleming, 
Edward  Elliot. 

Glamorganshire , 
Sir  Thomas  Mansel. 

Gloucestershire, 
Sir  John  Guise, 
Maynard  Colchester. 

Gloucester  City , 
John  Hanbury, 
William  Cooke. 

Granpound , 
Francis  Scobell, 
James  Craggs. 

Grantham, 

Lord  Granby, 

Sir  William  Ella. 

Grimsby , 

Arthur  Moore, 
William  Cotntworth. 


G rims  lead, 

John  Conyers, 

John  Toke. 

Guildfucd, 

Denzil  Onslow, 

Robert  Wroth. 

Harwich , 

Sir  Thomas  Daval, 

John  Ellis. 

Haslemere , 

George  Woodroffe, 

John  Fulham. 

Hastings, 

William  Ashburnhatn, 
John  Pulleuey. 

Haver  ford-west, 
John  Latigharn. 

He  Is  ton , 

Sidney  Godolphin, 
Francis  Godolphin. 

Herefordshire, 

Lord  Scudamore, 

Henry  Gorges. 

Hereford  City, 
James  Bridges, 

Thomas  Foley. 

Hertford  County, 
Sir  John  Spencer, 

Ralph  Freeman. 

Hertford  Town, 
Charles  Caesar, 

Sir  Thomas  Clarke. 
Heydon , 

Anthony  Duncomb, 
William  Pulteney. 

Heytesbury, 
Edward  Ash, 

William  Munson. 

Higham  Ferrers , 
Thomas  Wentworth. 

Hindon, 

George  MorJey, 
Reynolds  Calthorp. 
Houston, 

Sir  William  Drake, 

Sir  Walter  Yonge. 
Horsham, 

Charles  Evanfield, 
Harry  Goring. 

Hun  tingionshire, 
John  Dryden, 

John  Pocklington. 

Huntingdon  Town, 
John  Pedley, 

Edward  Montagu. 

Hythe , 

Sir  Philip  Boteler, 

John  Boteler. 

He  ester, 

Fdward  Strode, 

John  Webb. 

Ipswich, 

Henry  Pooley, 

John  Bence. 

Ives,  (St.) 

SirBartho.  Grace- deice, 
Kellinglon , 

Sir  William  Corilou, 
Samuel  Rolle. 

Kent , 

Lord  Villiers, 

Sir  Cholmoud.  Dering, 


Kingston, 

Sir  William  St  Quratin, 
William  Maistcrs. 

Knaesboromgh , 
Christopher  Stoekdale, 
Robert  Byerley. 

Lancashire, 

Charles  Stanley, 

Richard  Sbuttleworth. 

lumens  ter  Town, 
Robert  Heysliam, 
William  Heysham. 

Laneeston, 

Lord  Hyde, 

William  Carey. 

Leicestershire, 

John  Verney, 

John  Wilkins. 

Leicester  Town , 

Sir  George  Beaumont, 
James  Winstanley. 

Leominster, 

Lord  Coningesby, 

Edward  Harley. 

IjSskard, 

William  Bridges, 

Thomas  Dodson. 

Lestwilkiel, 

Russel  Roberts, 

James  Kendall. 

Lewes, 

Thomas  Pelham, 

Richard  Paine. 

Lincolnshire, 

George  Whicbcott, 
Albemarle  Bertie. 

Lincoln  City, 
Thomas  Lister, 

Sir  Thomas  Meers. 

Litchfield , 

Richard  Dyott, 

Sir  Henry  Gough. 

Liverpool, 

William  Clayton, 
Thomas  Johnson. 

London , 

Sir  William  Ashurst, 

Sir  Gilbert  Heathcote, 
Samuel  Shepherd, 

Sir  Robert  Clayton. 
Ludlow , 

Sir  Thomas  Poqps, 

Acton  Baklwyn. 

Lugger  shall, 

Walter  Kent, 

John  Webb. 

Thomas  Freke, 

John  Burridge. 
Lymington , 

Clia.  Marq.  Winchester, 
Paul  Burrard. 

Lynn  Regis, 

Sir  Charles  Turner, 
Robert  Walpole. 
Maidstone, 

Sir  Thomas  Colepeper, 
Thomas  Bliss. 

Malden , 

William  Fyche, 

John  Corayns. 

Malms  bury, 
Thomas  Farrington, 


Harry  MonLunt 
Mai  ton , 

Sir  William  Strickland, 
William  Palmes. 

Mar  thorough, 
Atgernoon  Seymour, 
John  Jeffreys. 

Marlow, 

Sir  James  Etheridge, 
James  Chace. 

Mawes,  {St) 
Francis  Godfrey, 

Sir  Joseph  Tredenbam. 

Melcomb- Regis, 
Maurice  Ashley, 
Anthony  Henley. 

Merioneth, 
Richard  Vaughan. 

Midhurst, 

Robert  Onne, 
Laurence  Alcock. 

Middlesex, 

Scory  Barker, 

Sir  John  Wolstonbolo. 
Milbourn, 

Sir  Thomas  Mcdlycot, 
Minehead , 
Alexander  LuUerel, 

Sir  Jacob  Hanks. 

Michael  (St). 

Sir  William  Hodges, 
Hugh  Fortescue. 

Monmouthshire, 
John  Morgan, 

Sir  Hopton  Williams. 

Monmouth  Town, 
Sir  Thomas  PowdL 
Morpeth, 

Sir  Richard  Sandford, 
Edmund  Maine. 

Montgomeryshire, 

Edward  Vaughan. 

Montgomery  Torts, 
Charles  Masoa. 
Newark, 

James  Saunderson, 
John  Digby. 
Newcastle,  (Stftfowh.) 
Crew  Offley, 

John  Lawton. 

Newcastle  (North**.) 
Sir  Henry  Liddd, 
William  Carr. 

Newport , (Csmwsu) 
Sir  Nicholas  Marries, 
John  Spark. 

Newport,  (Rents.) 
Sir  Tristram  Ddliatfoo, 
William  Surens. 

Newton,  (Lancesk  ) 
Thomas  Leigh, 

John  Ward. 

Newton,  (Rants.) 
James  Worsley, 

Henry  Worsley. 

Norfolk  County, 
Roger  Towns beod. 

Sir  John  Holland. 

Northamptonshire, 

Sir  Justinian  Lham, 
Thomas  Cartwright. 

Northampton  Teau, 

George  Montagu, 
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Franrii  Arundel. 

Northumberland, 
Thomas  Forester, 

Sir  John  Delarall. 

Notxtich, 

Waller  Bacon,  * 

Mi  Chambers. 

Nottinghamshire, 
SrHiooias  Willoughby^ 
M»n  Thomhaugh. 

Nottingham  Town, 
Robert  Sadtcvereil, 

John  Plumtrre. 

Qkthampion, 

’Thomas  Nortiukore, 

Joha  Dibble. 

Orford, 

Sir  Edmund  Bacon, 

Sir  Edaard  Turner. 

Oiford:kire, 

Rr  Robert  Jenktnson, 

Sir  Edward  Nom*. 

Oxford  City, 

Thomas  Rowney, 

Sir  John  Walter. 

Oxford  University, 
Sir  William  Whitlock, 
Will  Bromley. 

Pembrokeshire, 

Wiriof  Owen. 

Pembroke  Tovtn, 
John  Meyrick. 

Penryn, 

Stinoel  Trefasii, 

James  "Vernon. 

Ptle  t borough, 

Sidney  Wortley, 

Sir  Gilbert  Dolben. 

Peter  {field, 

Norton  Powlet, 

Leonard  BiUon. 

Plymouth, 

Charles  Trelawney, 

SiT  George  Byng. 

Plymton, 

Sir  John  Coj’e, 

Richard  Edgcomb. 

Pool, 

Sir  William  Phippard, 
Se»wl  Weston. 

Pontefract, 

Sir  Juhu  Bland, 

Wiliam  Loather* 

P ortxMonlh , 

Sir  George  Rook, 

William  G>lford. 

Preston , 

Francis  Annesley, 

Arthur  Maynwartng. 

Queen  b*  trough, 

Sr  John  Jennings, 
Thomas  King. 

Radnor  County, 
Thomas  Harley. 

Radnor  7 oa/t, 
Robert  Harley. 

Reading , 

Sir  Owen  Buckingham, 
SirWiiliam  Rich. 
Retford , 

Hardolph  Wastoeys, 
Robert  Molevwoith. 
Richmond, 

▼Ok.  VI, 


Thomas  York, 

William  Walsh. 

Rippon, 

John  Aislabv, 

John  Sharp. 

Rochester, 

Sir  Cioudesly  Shove), 

Sir  Staff.  Pairbome. 

Romney, 

John  Brewer, 

Walter  Whitfield. 

Rutlandshire , 

Sir  Thomas  Mackwortb, 
Richard  Halford. 

Hit, 

Edward  Southwell, 

Philip  Gibbons. 

Ryegate, 

Sir  John  Parsons, 

James  Cox. 

Salop  County, 

Sir  Robert  Corbett, 

Robert  Lloyd. 

Salop  Town, 

John  Kynaston, 

Richard  Mytton. 

Saltash, 

James  Butler, 

Joseph  Moyle. 

Sandwich , 

Sir  Henry  Furnese, 

Joiiah  Bnrchet. 

Sarum,  New,  j 

Robert  Eyre,  ^ 

Charles  Fox. 

Sarum,  Old, 

Robert  Pitt, 

Cl  varies  Mom  person. 

Scarborough, 

William  Thompson, 
Robert  Squire. 

Seaford, 

George  Naylor, 

William  Lowndes. 

Sknftsbury , 

Edward  Nicholas, 

Sir  John  Cropley. 

Shorekam , 

Nathaniel  Gould, 

John  Wicker. 

Somersetshire, 
Nathaniel  Palmer, 

John  Pigott. 

Southampton  County, 
Thomas  Jervoice. 
Richard  Chandler. 

Southampton  Town, 
Lord  Woodstock, 

Adam  D'CardonncL 

Southwark, 

John  Cholmondeley, 
Charles  Cox. 

Staffordshire , 

Henry  Pagett, 

Edward  Biggott. 

Stqfford  Town , 
Walter  Chetwyod, 
Thomas  Foley. 

Stamford , 

Charles  Cecil, 

Charles  Bertie. 

Steyning, 

William  Wallis, 


Charles  Goring. 

Slock  br  idge. 

Sir  John  Hawlcs, 

Edward  Laurence. 

Sudbury, 

Sir  Harvey  Elwys, 

Philip  Skippon. 

Suffolk, 

Sir  Roliert  Davers, 

Lord  Dysait. 

Surrey, 

Sir  Rit'lnitl  Onslow, 

Sir  William  Scawen. 

Sussex , 

John  Morley  Trevor, 

Sir  George  Parker. 

Tamworth , 

Joseph  Girdlcr, 

Thomas  Guy. 

Tavistock , 

Henry  Mauatou, 

John  Bulled. 

Taunton, 

Sir  Francis  Warre, 
Edward  Clarke. 

Tewksbury, 

Richard  Dowdeswell, 
Edmund  Rr&y. 

Thetford , 

Sir  Thomas  Hanmcr, 

Sir  Johu  Wood  house. 

Think , 

Sir  Thomas  Frankland, 
Sir  Godlrey  Copley. 

Tiverton, 

Thomas  Bere, 

Robert  Burridge. 
Tolness, 

Sir  Humph.  Mackwortb, 
Thomas  CouUton. 

Trcgany, 

John  Trevaokm, 

Sir  Philip  Meadows. 
Truro, 

Peregrine  Bertie, 

Henry  Vincent. 

Wallingford , 
William  Jennings, 
Clement  Kent. 

Warwickshire, 
Andrew  Archer, 

Sir  John  Mordauut. 

Warwick  Town , 
Francis  Grevill, 
Doddington  Grevill. 

Ware  ham, 

Thomas  Erie, 

George  PitL 
Wells, 

Maurice  Berkley, 

Henry  Portman. 

Wendrjver, 

Richard  Hampden, 

Sir  Robert  llill. 
Wanlack, 


William  Forrester, 

George  Weld. 

Ifenbly, 

Honry  Cornwall* 

George  Birch. 

West  bury, 

Robert  Bertie, 

Henry  Bertie. 

West  low. 

Sir  Charles  Hedges* 
Francis  Palmes. 

Westminster, 

Henry  Boyle, 

Sir  Henry  Duttoncolt. 

Westmoreland , 
Michael  Flemiug, 

Robert  tawther. 

Weymouth, 

Henry  Thynn, 

Charles  Churchill* 
Whitchurch, 

John  ShrimpCon, 

Richard  Wool  a stem. 

Winchelsca, 

George  Ikxiiugton, 

James  Hayes. 

Winchesters 
Lord  Powlett, 

George  Rodney  Bridges. 

Windsor, 

Lord  Fttxharding, 
Richard  Tophanic 
Wilton, 

John  Gauntlet!, 

William  Nicholas. 

Wiltshire, 

Sir  Richard  How, 

Robert  Hyde. 

Woodstock, 

Charles  Beitie, 

William  Cadogan. 

Wooton  Basset , 
Henry  St.  John, 

Francis  Popham. 
liugan. 

Sir  Roger  Bradshaigb, 
Emanuel  Howe. 

Worcestershire,  - 
Sir  John  Packington, 
William  Bromley. 

Worcester  City , 
Thomas  Wild, 

Samuel  Swift. 

Yarmouth  ( Korf . ) 
Benjamin  England, 
Johu  Nicholson. 

Yarmouth  (f/anfr.) 
Henry  Holmes, 

Anthony  Morgan. 

Yos  k shire. 

Lord  Hartington, 

Lord  Fairfax. 

York  City, 

Sir  William  Robinson, 


Robert  Benson. 

Speaker  to  this  Parliament,  Johm  Swim.  \ 

The  Queen's  Speech  on  opening  the  SewiVm.] 
November  6.  On  the  SOth  die  Queen  curne 
again  to  the  House  of  Peers,  and  the  Com- 
mons, being  sent  for,  presented  their  Speaker, 
whose  election  was  approved.  Then  the  Lord 
Chancellor  acquainted  both  Houses  with  he* 
2Q 
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majesty’s  pleasure,  that  they  should  adjourn  to 
this  day  ; when  the  Queen  made  the  lol lowing 
Speech  to  both  Houses : 

**  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  J It  is  with  all 
bumble  thankfulness  to  Almighty  God,  and 
with  entire  satisfaction  to  myself,  that  I meet 
you  here,  in  this  first  parliament  of  Great  Bri- 
tain ; not  doubting,  but  you  come  with  hearty 
prepared,  as  mine  is,  to  make  this  Union  so 
prosperous,  as  may  answer  the  well-grounded 
Lopes  of  all  my  good  subjects,  and  the  reason- 
able apprehensions  of  our  enemies.— To  this 
end,  nothing  is  so  immediately  material,  as  to 
convince,  as  soon  as  is  possible,  both  our 
friends  and  our  enemies,  that  the  uniting  of  our 
interests  lias  not  only  improved  our  abilities, 
but  our  resolutions  also,  to  prosecute  this  just 
nnd  necessary  war,  till  we  obtain  a safe  and 
honourable  peace  for  ourselves,  and  for  our  al- 
lies.—In  so  great  and  extensive  a war,  os  this 
is,  many  things  inay  be  usefully  undertaken, 
which  ore  not  fit  to  he  communicated  before- 
hand : The  attempt  upon  Toulon  was  of  this 
nature;  and,  though  it  had  not  wholly  its  de- 
sired effect,  has,  nevertheless,  been  attended 
with  many  great  and  obvious  advantages  to  the 
common  cause  in  tins  year ; and  has  made  our 
way  more  easy,  I hope,  to  greatei  in  the  next. 
*—  As  the  French  have  gained  ground  upon  us 
iu  Spain,  so  they  have  been  w holly  driveu  out  of 
Italy ; by  which  it  is  become  more  easy  for  all 
the  allies  to  join  their  assistance,  next  year,  for 
enabling  the  king  of  Spain  to  recover  his  affairs 
in  that  kingdom,  and  to  reduce  the  whole 
Spanish  monarchy  to  his  obedience. — The 
weakness  and  ill  posture  of  affairs  upon  the 
Rhine,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year,  has  given 
an  opportunity  to  the  French,  to  make  them* 
xelvles  stronger  in  ull  other  parts ; but  this  de- 
fect seems  in  a very  promising  way  of  being 
fully  remedied,  against  next  campaign,  by  the 
conduct  and  authority  of  the  elector  of  Hano- 
ver, whose  seasonable  acceptance  of  that  com- 
mand has  strengthened  and  obliged  the  whole 
confederacy.  1 

u Gentlemen  of  the  House  ofCmnmons;  The 
just  application  of  the  supplies,  given  me  by 
former  parliaments,  the  plain  necessity  of  con- 
tinuing this  war,  the  reasonable  prospect  of 
putting  a good  cud  to  it,  if  we  he  not  wanting 
to  ourselves;  nnd  the  honour  of  the  first  par- 
liament of  Great  Britain,  are,  I make  no  doubt, 
sufficient  arguments  to  invite  you  to  provide 
the  necessary  supplies,  which  I am  obliged  to 
desire  of  you,  for  the  eusuing  campaign  iu  all 
parts,  and  particularly  for  the  timely  support  of 
the  king  ot  Spain,  and  the  making  good  our 
treaty  with  Portugal;  us  also  for  strengthening 
the  confederate  army  under  the  command  of 
the  duke  of  Savoy:  All  which  services  I do  not 
doubt  but  you  will  think  so  necessary,  that  they 
ought  not  to  be  neglected,  even  though  they 
•hould  require  an  augmentation. — The  sums 
already  expended  in  this  war,  have  been  very 
great ; and  they  are  sufficient  proof*  how  well 
satisfied  mv  subjects  have  always  been  with  the 
cttda  of  my  govemineut;  of  which  I am  so  sen- 


sible, as  never  to  ask  any  supplies  from  them, 
but  what  are  absolutely  necessary  for  the  pre- 
servation of  their  religion  and  liberty  ; and  I 
look  upou  it  as  my  great  happiness,  that  I hare 
not  the  least  interest  separate  from  that  of  all 
my  good  subjects. 

“ My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen  ; In  a work  so 
great  and  new  in  its  kind,  as  that  of  the  Union, 
it  is  impossible  but  that  some  doubts  and  diffi- 
culties must  have  arisen ; which,  however,  I 
hope,  are  so  far  overcome,  as  to  have  defeated 
the  designs  of  those  who  would  hove  made  usa 
of  that  bundle  to  foment  disturbances.— There 
are  several  matters  expressly  made  liable,  by 
the  Articles  of  the  Union,  to  the  consideration 
of  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  ; which,  to- 
gether wtth  such  others  as  may  reasonably  pro- 
duce those  advantages,  that,  with  due  care, 
must  certainly  arise  from  that  Treaty,!  earnest- 
ly recommend  to  your  serious  consideration.— 
On  my  part,  nothing  shall  be  wanting  to  pro- 
cure to  my  people,  nil  the  blessings  which  can 
follow  from  this  happy  circumstance  of  my 
reign  ; and,  to  extinguish,  by  all  proper  mesne, 
the  least  occasions  of  jealousy,  that  either  tht 
civil  or  religious  rights  of  any  part  of  this  my 
United  Kingdom  can  suffer  by  the  consequences 
of  this  Union. — Such  a suggestion  shrjl  never, 
in  my  time,  have  any  foundation  ; how  res  ties* 
soever  our  enemies  may  be  in  their  endeavours 
and  artifices  to  disturb  our  peace  and  happi- 
ness. Those  great  and  valuable  blessings  can- 
not but  be  always  secure  to  us,  if  we  heartily 
endeavour  to  confirm  and  improve  our  present 
union : 1 hope,  therefore,  you  will  suffer  nothin} 
to  prevail  with  you  to  disunite  among  your- 
selves, or  abate  your  leal  in  opposing  the  com- 
mon enemy.” 

The  Common* ' Address  thereon.]  The  Com- 
mons forthwith  resolved  upon  an  Address  of 
Thanks  to  her  majesty,  which  was  as  follows: 

“ Most  gracious  Sovereign  ; We,  your  mw 
jesty’s  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Com- 
mons of  Great  Britain  iu  parliament  assembled, 
do,  with  all  thankfulness  and  humility,  acknow- 
ledge the  Divine  goodness,  in  making  your  ma- 
jesty the  glorious  instrument  of  uniting  yoar 
two  kingdoms. — And  we  shall  never  be  so  h< 
wanting  in  our  duty  to  your  majesty,  and  the 
trust  reposed  in  us  by  those  we  represent,  s( 
not  to  embrace  all  occasions  of  confirming  and 
improving  the  advantages  of  thivhappy  Union. 
— As  this  cannot  fail  to  strengthen  your  majes* 
ty’s  government  at  home,  nnd  answer  the  well- 
grounded  hopes  of  good  suhjects;  so  your  faith- 
ful Commons  arc  resolved  to  exert  the  united 
strength  of  this  island  in  such  a manner  as  shall 
make  it  a terror  to  your  enemies. — The  elector 
of  Hanover  being  at  the  head  of  the  army  on 
the  Rhine,  gives  us  the  greatest  liopes  of  wo 
cess  on  timt  side,  from  his  conduct  and  autho- 
rity.—And  though  your  majesty’s  great  and 
wise  designs  for  the  advantage  of  this  nation, 
nnd  the ‘good  of  the  common  cause,  have  not 
hud  all  the  desired  effects  in  the  last  campaign* 
vet  we  beg  leave  to  assure  your  majesty,  that  no 
disappointments  shall  discourage  ua  from  tnak* 
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iog  our  utmost  efforts  to  enable  your  majesty, 
m conjunction  with  your  allies,  to  reduce  the 
»ho!e  Spanish  monarchy  to  the  obedience  of 
the  king  of  Spain,  to  make  good  the  treaty  with 
Portugal,  and  to  strengthen  the  confederate 
arm?,uadcr  the  command  of  the  duke  of  Savoy. 
— lour  majesty  has  shewn,  throughout  the 
•hole  course  of  your  reign,  that  you  have  uo 
interest  separate  from  that  of  your  people : 
who  have  beet)  so  sensible  of  the  many  bless- 
ings they  have  enjoyed  under  your  administra- 
tion, as  never  to  be  wanting  on  all  occasions  to 
express  their  gratitude  to  the  best  of  queens. — 
And  we,  your  united  Commons  of  this  parlia- 
ment, do  faithfully  promise  your  majesty,  that 
we  wdl  proceed  upon  public  business  with  una- 
nimity and  dispatch,  and  give  such  effectual 
supplies  as  may  carry  on  the  war  with  vigour, 
and,  by  the  blessing  of  God  upon  your  majesty's 
ann%  obtain  an  honourable  and  lasting  peace.” 
The  Queen* s Jnsaer.]  To  this  Address  her 
majesty  answered  thus : 

“ Gentlemen  ; I thank  you  very  kindly  for 
this  Address.  The  desires  yon  express,  of 
taking  ail  occasions  to  improve  the  advantages 
of  our  happy  Union,  are  extremely  agreeable 
tome.  As  you  cannot  give  me  a more  sensi- 
ble proof  ot  your  loyally  and  affection  to  me, 
and  my  government*  than  by  your  assurances 
of  supporting  me  effectually  in  a vigorous  pro- 
secution of  the  war,  so  I make  no  doubt,  but 
that  these  assurances  will  have  their  due  weight 
abroad,  and  be  of  the  greatest  advantage  ima- 
gioxble  to  the  common  cause.” 

Debate  in  the  Lords  on  the  Slate  o/  the  Nation 
and  the  {•real  Decay  of  Trade.]  1 1 was  expected, 
according  to  custom,  that  the  Lords  would 
have  begun  with  an  Address  of  Thanks  to  the 
queen ; but  when  her  majesty's  speech  came  first 
to  be  considered,  the  earl  of  Wharton  made  an 
elaborate  harangue,  w’berein,  among  other 
things,  he  took  notice  of  the  great  decay  of 
trade  and  scarcity  of  money.  He  was  second- 
ed by  the  lord  Somers,  who  likewise  enlarged 
upon  the  ill  condition  and  late  mismanage- 
ments of  the  Navy : So  that  when  the  earl  of 
Stamford  moved  for  an  Address  to  her  majesty, 
to  return  her  Thanks  for  her  most  gracious 
speech,  he  was  opposed  by  the  duke  of  Buck- 
ingham, the  earl  of  Rochester,  and  die  lord 
Guernsey,  who  said,  they  ought,  in  the  first 
place,  to  consider  the  State  of  the  Nation, 
vpon  which  it  was  ordered,  tliat  the  State  of 
the  Nation  should  be  taken  into  consideration 
ou  Wednesday  die  Sd  of  December,  in  a Com- 
mittee of  ihe  whole  House. 

Accordingly,  the  lord  Herbert  of  Cherbury, 
being  chairman,  a Petition  given  in  by  die  two 
shenffi  of  London,  and  subscribed  by  above 
*00  of  the  most  eminent  merchants  in  tne  city, 
*as  read,  complaining  of  the  great  losses  they 
bad  lately  sustained  at  sea,  for  want  of  Con- 
V|)ys  and  Cruize rs,  and  begging  a speedy 
remedy.  After  the  reading  of  this  Petition,whicn 
presented  to  the  committee  by  the  earl  of 
"barton,  his  lordship  began  the  debate,  by 
hjiag  open  the  miserable  condition  of  the 
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Nation,  and  the  great  Decay  of  Trade.  Se- 
veral other  Peers  spoke  to  the  same  effect,  and 
among  the  rest. 

Lord  Uavers/iatn  spoke  as  follows  : 

“ My  lord  Herbert ; I was  so  unfortunate  as 
not  to  be  in  the  House  when  your  order  wus 
moved  for,  but  thought  it  my  duty  to  pay 
atiendaoce  upon  so  extraordinary  occasion. 
I know  it  is  generally  Ipoked  upon  as  a mark  of 
great  weakness  and  imprudence,  to  attempt 
impossibilities : That  man  would  scarce  be 
thought  in  his  right  senses,  that  should  endea- 
vour to  stop  the  tide  at  Gravesend  with  bis 
thumb;  and  not  rather  suffer  it  to  take  its  owu 
course,  as  knowing  that  it  will  as  surely  have 
its  ebb,  as  it  will  its  flux  ; but  yet  there  are 
some  cases  wherein  the  universal  practice  of. 
mankind  shews  the  mistake  of  this  maxim. 
Who  is  there,  that,  seeing  liis  parent  languish- 
ing, and  in  an  irrecoverable  consumption,  - 
would  not  think  it  bis  duty  to  give  him  all  the 
assistance  in  his  power,  though  he  was  morally 
certain,  all  his  endeavours  would  prove  inef- 
fectual, and  the  fatal  hour  was  just  approach- 
ing? Nay,  does  not  every  mail  endeavour  to 
preserve  his  own  life,  while  at  the  same  time, 
he  knows,  that  death  itself  is  most  unavoid- 
able ? This  I take  to  be  the  present  case  of 
Eugland  (J  ask  your  lordship's  pardon,  that  I 
have  not  yet  forgot  that  beloved  name)  I mean 
.Britain.  Our  condition  is  very  low  and  despe- 
rate, and  yet  I think  myself  obliged  to  do  all  X 
can  toward  the  helping  of  a poor  sinking  island, 
though  I am  convinced,  at  the  same  time,  it 
will  prove  very'  insignificant.  My  lords,  the 
two  things  you  have  uow  under  your  considera- 
tion, your  Fleet,  and  your  Trade,  have  so  near 
a relation,  and  such  mutual  influence  upon 
each  other,  they  cannot  well  be  separated  : 
your  trade  is  the  mother  and  nurse  of  tour 
seamen  ; your  seamen  are  the  life  of  your  fleet, 
and  your  fleet  is  the  security  and  protection  of 
your  trade,  and  both  together  are  the  wealth,, 
strength,  security  and  glory  of  Britain.  Aud 
this  is  so  manifest,  that  those  who  have  written 
upon  these  subjects,  whether  foreigners,  or 
among  ourselves,  have  owned  it,  which  makes 
it  astonishing,  that  a thing  so  clear  and  evident, 
and  wherein  our  interest  and  safety  does  so 
much  consist,  should  be  postponed  to  any 
foreign  consideration  whatsoever,  wherein  we 
are  less  concerned : but  we  are  so  uuhappy,  tui 
to  struggle  with  so  many  complicated  difficul- 
ties, that  what  is  proper  for  one  thing,  is  pre- 
judicial to  another.  My  lords ; I must  make 
the  same  apology  for  myself  as  that  noble  lord 
did  (the  carl  of  Wharton)  who  first  began  this 
debate ; though  I may  speak  very  plainly,  it  is 
with  a very  honest  intention  of  service,  and  a 
very  real  sense  of  our  great  losses  aud  misfor- 
tunes. His  lordship  has  spoke  so  very  well, 
and  so  fully  too  to  these  points,  that  whatever 
1 can  say  upon  the  same  subject,  will,  after 
what  has  been  said  by  him,  come  from  me 
with  a very  ill  grace,  yet  give  me  leave,  my 
lords,  to  speak  a word  or  two.  Your  disasters 
at  sea  have  been  so  many,  that  a umn  scarce 
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knows  where  to  begin.  Your  ships  have  been 
taken  by  your  enemies,  as  the  Dutch  take 
your  herrings,  by  shoals,  upon  your  own 
coasts:  nay,  your  royal  navy  itself  has  not 
escaped:  And  these  are  pregnant  misfortunes, 
and  big  with  innumerable  mischiefs ; your 
merchants  are  beggared,  your  coinmetce  is 
broke,  your  trade  is  gone,  your  people  and 
manufactures  ruined,  the  queen  bus  tost  her 
customs,  nnd  the  pnrbament  must  make  good 
the  deficiencies ; while  in  the  mean  time  oor 
allies  have  an  open  and  nourishing  trade,  and 
our  enemies  make  use  of  both  our  own  ships  and 
acumen  too  against  us.  There  is  yet  a further 
grievance,  when,  through  a thousand  difficul- 
ties and  dangers,  the  honest  trader  has  brought 
borne  some  small  effects,  he  is  fallen  upon, 
and  oppressed  by  vexatious  and  unjust  prose- 
cutions : I mention  this  with  relation  tu  the 
Union,  and  shew,  that  though  I was  always 
against  it,  yet  since  it  is  made,  I am  for  keep- 
ing firmly  and  exactly  to  it. — My  lords,  the 
face  of  our  affairs  is  visibly  changed  in  the 
space  of  one  year’s  time,  and  the  temper  of 
tbe  nation  too.  Formerly  men  stilled  their 
misfortunes,  and  were  afraid  of  whispering  them 
out  for  fear  of  being  overheard  and  undone 
Now,  it  is  hard  to  stop  their  mouths,  or  keep 
them  within  any  bounds,  the  moving  objects  of 
aorrow  we  meet  with  every  where,  the  tears  of 
the  fatherless,  and  cries  of  the  widows,  have 
raised  both  a compassion  for  the  distressed, 
and  resentment,  and  indignation  against  the 
authors  of  these  misfortunes ; and  the  very  flames 
which  of  late  have  flown  abroad,  nobodv  knows 
from  whence,  and  papers  have  been  rryed  in  your 
Streets,  are  all  marks  of  the  great  ferment  the  na- 
tion is  in.  My  lord,  you  are  now  upon  the  great 
enquiry,  by  w hat  waysand  persons  we  have  been 
brought  into  this  miserable  condition  ; I think 
it  very  indifferent  which  way  you  proceed.  It 
seems  reasonable  that  those  Lords  who  first 
moved  this  order,  should  put  it  into  what 
method  they  please  ; but  I must  take  leave  to 
•ey,  that,  begin  were  you  will,  if  you  do  not 
end  with  the  ministry,  we  shall  he  in  a worse 
condition,  in  my  opinion,  than  we  were  before. 
—As  to  tbe  Admiralty,  if  the  prince’s  council 
have  committed  any  fault,  it  is  very  lit  they 
should  have  w hat  they  desprve,  but  I hope  no 
persuasion  will  prevail  with  toe  prince  himself 
to  lay  down  that  commission.  The  navy  I 
think  is  safer  in  his  hands,  than  in  any  other 
roan’s  w hatsoever ; and  I will  give  your  lord- 
ship  my  reason  for  it.  He  has  advantages  no 
other  person  can  pretend  to : He  owes  not  his 
Commission  to  ibe  favour  of  any  great  minister 
whatsoever,  nor  is  he  within  the  reach  of,  llieir 
power  ; he  stands  upon  a much  more  unshtken 
and  firm  foundation  ; and  if  there  be  any  mis- 
take, n is  impossible  to  be  the  effect  either  of 
the  fear,  or  the  anger  of  a great  minister,  or  a 
care  to  please  him.— My  Infd,  I take  the  root 
of  all  our  misfortunes  to  be  in  the  ministry ; 
and  without  a change  of  the  ministry, in  niv 
opinion,  no  other  remedy  will  be  effectual  : It 
may  perhaps  be  told  by  some  lord,  that  I ar- 
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reign  tbe  ministry.  I know  that  is  not  proper 
here,  yet  every  lord  has  liberty  of  speaking  hw 
thoughts  freely,  and  taking  notice  of  any  tloog 
he  thinks  a grievance  to  the  uatioo  : And  it 
is  under  this  notion  of  complaint,  and  fro™  a 
sense  of  oat  miserable  condition,  that  I say 
this  to  your  lordships  ; and  if  L were  not  con- 
fident 1 stand  upon  sure  ground,  1 should  not 
venture  thus  far  ; bat  I have  my  justification  ia 
my  hand.  And  now,  my  lords,  it  is  fit  1 should 
prove  what  I say. — Should  I mention  tbe  first, 
fourth,  and  last  Articles  of  the  Union,  I am 
within  year  order,  and  those  lords  wlio  serve  at 
present  lor  the  north  pait  of  Britain,  1 am  con- 
fident, have  heard  of  a complaint  nnd  address 
of  the  royal  boroughs ; and  I might  remember 
the  disappointment*  we  have  met  with  in 
Spain  ; but  I hope  those  two  points  will  be 
some  time  or  other  considered.  1 will  there- 
fore keep  myself  for  proof  strictly  to  your  pe- 
tition, and  1 think  nothing  is  more  evident  than 
that  your  ministry  has  been  the  cause  of  these 
misfortunes.  Aud  the  argument  which  con- 
vinces me -of  it  is  drawn  from  an  address  of 
your  lordships  in  1704,  which  I have  in  my 
band.  I know  before  whom  1 speak,  the  queen 
is  a princess  of  that  consummate  wisdom,  as 
not  todo  any  thing  without  the  advice  of  her 
ministry  ; your  lordships  did  then  most  humbly 
advise  and  address  her  majesty,  that  particular 
care  might  be  taken  of  those  two  points,  none 
but  those  who  have  tier  majesty’s  ear  could  pre- 
vail to  tire  contrary,  and  the  want  of  following 
your  lordships  advice  has  lost  the  nation  near 
ten  millions  since  ; and  tlieretbr*  it  evidently 
follows,  that  your  ministry  have  been  the  occa- 
sion of  these  losses. — In  short,  rny  lords,  for 
I will  trouble  you  no  farther  ; let  our  misfor- 
tunes be  skinned  over  as  they  will,  it  they  fes- 
ter and  throb,  and  are  foul  at  bottom,  they  will 
certainly  break  out  with  incurable  rage  sod 
fury  " 

The  debate  growing  high,  some  lords  endea- 
voured to  nllay  it,  by  proposing  waysand  means 
to  retrieve  our  losses  at  sea  ; and,  among  th# 
rest,  the  lord  Hallifax  moved,  Thru  a Com- 
mittee be  appointed  to  receive  proposals  fdv 
encouraging  of  Trade  and  Prsvaieers  hi  the 
West-Indies;  which  motion  being  seconded 
by  the  Lord  Treasurer,  and  the  question  put, 
the  same  was  carried  in  the  affirmative.  Aftrr 
which,  a day  was  appointed  to  hear,  io  a grand 
committee,  what  the  merchants  bad  to  sllrdge, 
to  prove  the  suggestions  of  their  petition. 
It  was  observed,  that,  as  soon  as  the  debate  »w 
over,  the  duke  of  Marlborough  took  the  earl  of 
Wharton  aside,  and  there  passed  some  wsrai 
expostulations  between  them. 

Mr.  Atpill  expelled.]  Nor.  24.  The  Cow- 
mons  took  into  consideration  the  Report  of  the 
committee  appointed  to  examine  the  Petition 
of  Mr.  John  Aigill,  a member  of  the  House,  in 
prison  in  the  Fleet  for  debt,  at  the  suit  of  Mr, 
Holland,  a Staffordshire  gentleman!  which  Re- 
port was  ordered  to  be  re-committed.  Oa  the 
other  hand,  the  House  being  informed  of  a prin- 
ted book  or  pamphlet,  signed, J.  Asgilt,  mulled, 


001]  PARL.  HISTORY,  6 Ansi,  1707. 

An  argument,  proving,  that  according  to  tbe 
covenant  of  eternal  life,  revealed  iu  tbe  Scrip- 
ture*, roan  may  be  translated  from  hence  into 
that  eternal  life,  without  passing  through  death, 
although  tbe  human  nnture  of  Christ  himself 
could  not  he  thus  translated,  till  he  had  passed 
through  death.  Several  passages  of  which  trea- 
tise being  contrary  to  and  reflecting  on  the 
Christian  relation,  the  lioolt  was  brought  up  to 
the  table,  and  the  title,  and  several  paragraphs 
therein,  being  reed,  it  was  ordered,  that  it  be 
referred  to  a committee  lo  impute  into  the  au- 
thor of  the  said  book.  On  the  16th  of  Decem- 
ber, the  Commons  resolved,  Thai  Mr.  A«gill 
ought  to  have  the  privilege  of  the  House,  as  a 
member  thereof,  and  be  delivered  out  of  the 
custody  of  tbe  warden  of  the  Fleet,  to  attend 
the  service  of  the  House.  Pursuant  to  winch 
resohition,  he  was  immediately  discharged ; hut 
two  davs  afier  the  House  proceeded  to  take 
into  consideration  the  Report  from  the  com- 
mittee,to  whom  it  was  referred  toexnmine,who 
was  the  author,  printer,  and  publisher  of  the 
hook  abore  mentioned,  ascribed  to  Mr.  Asgill: 
who  having  been  heard  in  his  place  in  relation 
to  the  Report,  the  Commons  resolved,  That  in 
tbe  said  book  are  contained  many  profaneand 
blasphemous  expressions,  highly  reflecting  upon 
the  Christian  religion;  and  ordered  the  same  to 
be  bomt  hy  the  hands  of  the  common  hang- 
man in  the  New-Palace  yard,  Westminster; 
and  resolved  that  John  Asgill,  esq;  having  in 
his  place  owned  himself  to  be  the  author  of 
the  said  book,  be  expelled  the  House. 

Resolutions  about  Members  incapable  to  «/.] 
The  Commons  came  also  to  this  Resolution, 
“ That  every  person,  who,  by  an  Act  of  the 
first  session  of  the  last  parliament,  entitled, 
“ An  Act  for  the  better  security  of  her  ma- 
jesty's person  and  government,  and  of  the  suc- 
cession of  the  crown  ofEngland  in  the  Protes- 
tant-line (relating  to  disabling  of  several  offi- 
cers to  sit  in  parliament)  was  disabled,  from 
and  after  tbe  dissolution  or  determination  of 
the  said  parliament,  to  sit  or  vote  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  House  of  Commons  in  any  parlia- 
ment to  be  thereafter  holden,  was  by  virtue  of 
the  said  act  incapable  of  sitting  or  voting  as  a 
member  of  that  House  in  this  present  parlia- 
ment.” 

A Supply  grunted  ] The  Commons,  at  the 
nine  time,  went  roundly  to  work  with  the  Sup- 
plies, so  far  and  as  soon  as  the  states  of  tbe  Ac- 
counts of  several  offices  and  other  matters  could 
belaid  before  them  and  examined:  They  re- 
jected a motion  to  bring  in  a Bill  to  repeal  the 
Game-act  made  last  year ; vindicating  tbe  pri- 
vileges of  their  own  members,  and  having  ad- 
dressed the  queen  to  order  her  Attorney-General 
to  enter  a Noli  Prosequi,  to  discharge  the  se- 
veral infonuations  exhibited  in  the  court  of 
Exchequer,  relating  tu  goods  imported  into 
Scotland  before  the  1st  of  May  last ; her  ma- 
jesty answered.  “ She  was  very  well  pleased 
wnh  what  the  House  of  Commons  had  done 
in  that  matter,  and  she  would  give  directions 
accordingly,  as  was  designed  by  their  Address.” 
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Nurmi  Miscarriages  examined  into.]  The 
Commons  next  thought  lit  to  go  upon  the  busi- 
ness of  Admiral  Whetstone's  convoying  the 
Russia-fleet  lust  summer,  and  his  cruize  before 
Dunkirk  : this,  with  other  matters,  took  up  a 
pretty  deni  of  their  time,  and  brought  the  whole 
concerns  of  the  navy  under  consideration. 
Some  Miscarriages*,  no  doubt,  there  were,  as 


• • “ These  were  no  sooner  over,  than  the 
complaints  of  the  Admiralty  were  offered  to  both 
Houses:  (jrent  losses  were  made,  and  all  was 
imputed  to  tlie  weakness,  or  to  a worse  dispo- 
sition, in  some,  w ho  had  great  credit  with  the 
Prince,  [George  of  Denmark  Lord  High  Ad- 
miral] and  ware  believed  to  govern  that  wbolo 
matter : For  as  they  were  entirely  possessed  of 
the  Prince's  confidence,  so  when  the  Prince’s 
Council  was  divided  in  tlieir  opinions,  the  de- 
cision was  left  to  the  Prince,  who  understood 
very  little  of  those  matters,  and  was  always  de- 
termined by  others.  By  this  means  they  were 
really  Lord  High  Admiral,  without  being  liable 
to  the  law  for  errors  and  miscarriages.  This 
Council  was  not  a legal  court  warranted  hy  any 
law  though  they  assumed  that  to  themselves  ; 
being  councellors,  they  were  bound  to  answer 
only  for  their  fidelity.  The  complaints  were 
feebly  managed,  at  the  bar  of  tne  House  of 
Commons : tor  it  was  soon  understood,  that 
not  only  the  Prince,  but  the  queen  likewise 
concerned  herself  much  in  this  matter:  And 
both  looked  on  it  ns  r design,  Ictelled  at  their 
authority.  Both  Whigs  and  Tories  seemed  to 
he  at  first  equally  zealous  in  the  matter ; but 
by  reason  of  the  opposition  of  tbe  court  all 
those  who  intended  to  recommend  themselves 
to  favour,  abated  of  their  zeal : Some  were  ve- 
hement in  their  endeavours  to  bn  file  the  com- 
plaints; They  had  great  advantages  from  the 
merchants  managing  their  complaints  but  poor- 
ly ; some  were  frighted,  and  others  were  prac- 
tised on,  and  were  carried  even  to  magnify  tbe 
conduct  of  the  fleet,  and  to  make  excuses  for 
all  the  misfortunes  that  had  happened.  That 
which  had  the  chief  operation,  on  the  whole 
Tory  party,  was,  that  it  was  set  round  among 
them,  that  the  design  of  all  these  complaints 
was  to  put  the  earl  ofOrford  again  at  the  head 
of  the  fleet:  Upon  which  they  all  changed  their 
note,  and  they,  in  concurrence  with  those,  who 
were  in  offices,  or  pretended  to  them,  mana- 
ged the  matter  so  tliat  it  was  let  fall,  very  littlt 
tu  their  honour.  Unkind  remarks  were  made 
on  some,  who  had  changed  their  conduct  upon 
their  being  preferred  at  court ; but  the  matter 
was  managed  with  more  zeal  and  courage  iu  the 
House  of  Lords,  both  Whies  and  Tories  con- 
curring in  it.  A Committee  was  appointed 
to  examine  the  complaints;  they  called  tbe 
merchants  who  had  signed  the  Petition,  before 
them  ; and  treated  them  not  with  the  scorn, 
that  was,  very  indecently,  offered  them  by  some 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  but  with  great  pa- 
tience and  gentleness ; they  obliged  them  to 
prove  all  tlieir  complaints  by  witnesses  upon 
| oath.”  Burnet. 
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well  a*  misfortunes ; the  merchants  were  res- 
pectively examined  touching  their  complaints 
Mild  grievances,  anil  the  Prince’s  council  made 
their  replies  nnd  vindication.  IV] r.  Ilcathcotc, 
son  of  Sir  Gilbert  Heat hcote,  and  Mr.  Dawson, 
Russia- Merchants,  spoke  very  boldly,  and  stuck 
not  to  charge  the  managers  of  the  navy  with 
fraud,  malice,  and  ignorance,  which  all  bore 
hard  on  Admiral  Churchill.  Several  members 
interrupting  them,  Sir  Richard  Onslow,  chair- 
man of  the  committee,  desired  them  to  go  on. 
Whetstone,  who  commanded  the  Russia-con- 
voy,  and  rose  to  a flag,  from  being  master  of  a 
small  Bristol-Siiip,  had  n character  which  seem- 
ed to  be  referred  to  by  Mr.  He  at  hcote  and 
Mr.  Dawson,  in  their  complaint  of  fraud,  ma- 
lice, and  ignorance.  These  debates  and  com- 
laiuts  ended  in  a Resolution,  “That,  for  the 
etter  securing  the  Trade  of  this  kingdom,  over 
end  nbove  the  ships  of  war  for  the  line  of  bat- 
tle, and  the  convoys  to  remote  parts, a sufficient 
number  of  ships,  afterwards  settled  at  four,  be 
appointed  to  cruize  in  proper  stations/' 

Resolutions  to  make  the  Union  more  com - 
pleat.]  The  commons  ordered  a bill  to  be 
brought  in  to  repeal  the  acts  passed  in  Scot- 
land, for  the  security  of  that  kingdom,  and 
about  peace  and  war,  which  had  given  so  great 
n jealousy  to  the  English  nation,  that  the  re- 
scinding of  them  was  one  of  the  principal  views 
of  the  ministry,  in  the  prosecution  of  the  Treaty 
of  Union.  This  done,  they  considered  those 
parts  of  the  Queen’s  Speech  relating  to  the 
making  of  the  Union  more  compleat,  and  re- 
solved, on  the  llth  of  December,  “ 1.  That 
there  be  but  one  privy-council  in  the  kingdom 
of  Great  Britain.  2.  That  the  militia  of  that  part 
of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland  be  regulated, 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  militia  of  that  part 
of  Great  Britain  called  England  is  regulated. 
3.  That  the  powers  of  justices  of  peace  for 
preserving  the  public  peace  he  the  same 
throughout  the  whole  United  Kingdom.  4. That 
for  the  better  administration  of  justice  and  pre- 
tervation  of  the  public  peace,  the  lords  of  justi- 
ciary he  appointed  to  go  circuits  twice  in 
the  year.  5.  That  the  writs  for  electing  mem- 
bers to  serve  in  the  House  of  Commons,  for 
that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland,  be 
directed  to  the  sheriffs  of  the  respective  coun- 
ties, and  that  the  returns  be  made  of  such 
writs,  in  like  manner  as  returns  are  made  of 
such  writs  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called 
England/' 

The  Queen's  Speech  on  passing  the  Money 
Bills.]  Dec.  18.  The  Queen  came  to  the 
House  of  Lords,  nnd  after  giving  the  royal 
assent  to  several  Bills,  made  the  following 
Speech  to  both  Houses  : 

<f  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen : I am  very  well 
pleased  with  tbc  occasion  of  ray  coming  hither 
at  this  time,  and  desirous  to  take  this  opportu- 
nity of  expressing  to  you  the  satisfaction  1 have 
in  seeing  so  good  a progress  made  in  the  public 
business. 

“ Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons ; I 
am  extremely  sensible  of  the  readiness  and  af- 


fection with  which  you  have  provided  so  consi- 
derable a part  of  the  supplies  : I am  fully 

persuaded  it  must  needs  give  the  greatest  satis- 
faction to  all  our  allies,  so  I look  upon  it  as  a 
sure  pledge  of  your  being  disp  >sed  to  make 
good  those  hearty  assurances  winch  you  gave 
uicin  the  beginning  of  the  session. — 1 told  you 
at  the  opining  of  this  parliament,  that  1 d;d 
hope  you  would  look  upon  the  services  relating 
to  Spain,  Poitugal,  and  the  army  under  tbc 
command  of  the  duke  Savoy,  to  he  of  so  much 
importance  in  the  prosecution  of  this  war,  that 
they  might  deserve  an  Augmentation,  which  I 
cannot  but  thiuk  will  lie  of  the  greatest  use  to 
the  common  cause,*  both  with  regard  to  those 

* Mr.  Addison  wrote  an  excellent  piece  to 
this  purpose,  which  was  printed  at  London  in 
1708,  under  the  title  of  “ The  present  State  of 
the  War,  and  the  necessity  of  an  Augmentation 
considered."  In  this  discourse,  after  having 
shewn,  that  the  French  are  the  constant  and 
most  dangerous  enemies  to  the  British  nation, 
and  that  the  danger  from  them  was  then 
greater  than  ever,  and  would  still  increase  till 
their  Union  with  Spain  were  broken,  he  sets 
forth  the  several  advantages,  which  this  Union 
had  already  given  France,  and  taken  from 
Great- Britain,  in  relation  to  the  West-Indies, 
the  woollen  manufactures,  the  trade  of  the  Le- 
vant, and  the  naval  power  of  the  two  nations. 
He  then  shews  how  these  advantages  would  still 
rise  higher  after  a peace,  notwithstanding  the 
present  conquests  of  Great-firitain,  with  new 
additions,  should  be  confirmed  to  the  nation, 
as  well  because  the  monarchy  of  Spain  would 
not  be  weakened  by  such  concessions,  as  be- 
cause no  guarantee  could  be  found  sutficieut 
to  secure  them  to  us.  For  which  reason  he  lays 
it  down  as  a fixed  rule,  that  no  peace  was  to  b« 
made  without  an  iutire  disunion  of  die  French 
and  Spanish  monarchies.  That  this  might  be 
brought  about,  he  endeavours  to  prove  from 
the  progress,  w hich  had  been  already  made  to- 
wards it,  and  the  successes,  which  the  British 
nation  hid  purchased  iu  the  war,  and  which 
were  very  considerable,  if  well  pursued ; but 
of  no  effect,  if  the  nation  should  acquiesce  ia 
them.  In  order  to  compleat  this  disunion,  ia 
which  we  had  gone  so  far,  he  would  not  have  us 
rely  upon  exhausting  the  French  treasury,  at- 
tempts upon  the  Spanish  Indies,  descents  on 
France,  but  chiefly  on  out-numbering  them  ia 
troops,  France  being  already  drained  of  her 
best  supplies,  and  the  confederates  masters  of 
much  greater  forces  for  multitude  and  strength, 
both  in  men  and  horses,  and  provided  with 
generals  of  great  fame  and  abilities.  He  then 
considers  the  wrong  measures,  which  had  been 
hitherto  taken  in  mak’ng  too  small  levies  after 
a successful  campaign,  iu  regulating  tbeir  num- 
ber by  that  of  the  enemy’s  forces,  and  hiring 
them  of  our  confederates;  shewing  at  the  same 
time  the  inconveniences  suffered  from  such 
hired  troops,  and  several  advantages,  which 
would  arise  from  employing  those  of  our  owq 
nation,  He  further  recommends  this  augmeu- 
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particular  services,  and  to  the  putting  ourselves 
in  a condition  to  improve  such  favourable  op- 
portunities as  may  ari*e  in  the  ensuing  year. 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ; I shull  only 
add,  that  as  nothing  is  more  essential  to  my 
•unquiet,  and  the  happiness  of  nil  my  good 
whjects,  than  the  bringing  this  war  to  a safe 
aid  honouraf  ie  conclusion,  so  I must  think 
irwdf  obliged  to  look  upon  all  those  who  are 
wjhng  and  desirous  to  support  me  in  it  for  at- 
tuning that  end,  as  the  most  proper  objects  of 
ay  favour  ami  encouragement. — I cannot  con- 
clude without  ouce  more  recommending  to  you 
m confirm  and  improve  the  advantages  of  our 
happy  Union,  not  doubting  but  at  the  same 
time  you  will  have  a due  regard  to  what 
shall  be  found  necessary  for  preserving  the  pub- 
lic peace  throughout  the  whole  island  of  Great 
Britain” 

Debate  m the  fords  concerning  the  Eurlof 
Peterborough  and  the  Affairs  of  Spuin.]  Dec. 
19.  A long  and  memorable  debate  took  phtce 
Jutbe  House  of  Lords,  in  relation  to  the  Alibi rs 
•f  Spain,  the  Queen  being  present,  incognito, 
till  five  of  the  clock  io  the  afternoon. 

The  Earl  of  Rochester  spoke  first,  and  hav- 
commended  the  earl  of  Peterborough’s 
courage  and  conduct,  and  enumerated  his  ser- 
vices, said,  It  has  been  a constant  custom, 
that  when  a person  of  rank,  that  had  been  em- 
ployed abroad,  in  so  eminent  a post  as  his 

taliou  of  our  forces,  to  prevent  the  keeping  up 
a standing  body  of  them  in  times  of  peace,  to 
enable  us  to  make  an  impression  on  the  enemy 
10  the  present  posture  of  the  war,  and  to  secure 
ourselves  against  the  king  of  Sweden,  who  was 
at  the  head  of  a powerful  army,  and  had 
not  vet  declared  himself.  In  the  last  place  he 
answers  by  several  considerations  those  two 
popular  objections,  that  we  furnished  more  to- 
the  war  fhjm  the  rest  of  the  allies ; and 
tbit  we  were  not  aide  to  contribute  more  than 
*c  did  already.  With  regard  to  the  former 
objection,  he  observes,  that  if  it  were  true  in 
fact,  that  England  contributed  more  than  any 
other  of  the  allies,  he  does  not  see  any  tolerable 
o^oor,  that  she  should  not  make  any  addition 
to  her  present  efforts.  Supposing,  says  he, 
“ among  a multitude  embarLed  io  the  same 
T^el,  there  are  several,  that  in  the  fury  of  a 
ta&pest  will  rather  perish  than  work  for  their 
preservation;  would  it  not  be  madness  in  the 
reu  to  stand  idle,  and  rather  chuse  to  aiuk  to- 
other, Uian  to  do  more  than  comes  to  their 
*hare?  Sioce  we  are  engaged  in  a work  so  ab- 
* Cutely  necessary  for  our  welfare,  the  retniss- 
«*»ofotir  allies  should  he  an  argument  for  us 
to  redouble  our  endeavours  rather  than  slacken 
them.  If  we  must  govern  ourselves  by  example, 
k*  rather  imitate  the  vigilance  and  activity 
the  common  enemv,  than  the  supineness  and 
‘’^ligruce  of  our  fnends.  We  have  indeed  a 
■Mica  greater  slwre  in  the  war  than  any  other 
Plft  of  the  confederacy.  The  Freoch  king 
Qu***at  as  directly,  keeps  a king  by  him  to  set 
Wer  us,  and  hstb  very  lately  augmented  the 
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lordship  had,  returned  home,  he  had  either 
thanks  given  him,  or  was  called  to  an  ac- 
count: urging,  that  the  same  ought  to  be 
done  in  relation  to  the  earl  of  Peterborough. 

The  Lord  Halifax  who  spoke  next  enlarged 
likewise  on  the  earl  of  Peterborough's  successful 
services,  but  cunningly  put  off  the  returning 
him  Thanks,  till  the  w hole  tenor  of  his  conduct 
had  been  examined  : than  which  the  earl  him- 
self professed,  he  had  nothing  more  at  heart. 

The  Lord  Ilaversham  wes  not  silent : but 
having  highly  extolled  my  lord  Peterborough’s 
valour,  skdl,  and  successes,  made  a side-wind 
reflection  on  the  earl  Galloway,  saying,  it  wat 
no  wonder  our  affairs  in  Spain  went  so  ill, 
since  the  management  of  them  had  been  en- 
trusted to  a foreigner.* 

Hereupon,  several  members  shewed  the  ne- 
cessity of  carrying  on  the  war,  till  the  whole 
monarchy  of  Spain  was  recovered,  and  king 
Charles  seated  on  his  throne;  and  among  the 
rest. 

The  Earl  of  Peterborouzh  said,  * They  ought 
to  give  the  queen  19  shillings  in  the  pound, 
rather  than  make  peace  oti  any  other  terras, 
adding,  That  if  it  were  thought  necessary, 
he  was  ready  to  return  to  Spain,  and  serve, 
even  under  the  earl  of  Galloway. 

This  naturally  brought  on  the  consideration 
of  ways  and  means  to  retrieve  the  Affairs  of 
Spain,  iu  relation  to  which  the 

salary  of  his  court,  to  let  us  see,  how  much  he 
hath  that  design  at  heart.  Few  of  the  nations 
in  war  with  him,  should  they  ever  fall  into  his 
hands,  would  lose  their  religion  or  form  of  go- 
vernment, or  interfere  at  present  with  him  in 
matters  of  conimeree.  The  Dutch,  who  are 
likely  to  be  the  greatest  losers  after  the  Britons, 
have  but  little  trade  to  tlte  Levant  in  com- 
parison with  ours,  have  no  considerable  planta- 
tions or  commerce  in  the  West-Indies,  or  any 
woollen  manufacture,  for  Spain;  not  to  men- 
tion the  strong  barrier  they  have  already  pur- 
chased between  France  and  their  own  country. 
But,  after  all,  every  nation  in  the  confederacy 
makes  the  same  complaint,  and  fancies  itself 
the  greatest  sufferer  by  the  war.  Indeed  in  so 
common  a pressure,  let  the  weight  be  never  so 
equally  distributed,  every  one  will  be  most  sen- 
sible of  that  part,  which  lies  on  his  own 
shoulders.  W e furnish,  without  dispute,  more 
than  any  other  branch  of  the  alliance,  but  the 
question  is.  Whether  others  do  not  exert  them- 
selves in  proportion  according  to  their  respec- 
tive strength  ? The  Emperor,  the  kinjf  of 
Prussia,  the  elector  of  Hanover,  as  well  as  the 
States  of  Holland,  and  the  duke  of  Savoy,  seem 
at  •east  to  come  up  to  us.  The  greatest 
powers  in  Germany  are  borrowing  money, 
where  they  can  get  it,  in  order  to  maintain 
their  stated  quota’s,  and  eo  'through  their  part 
of  the  expence  : And,  if  nny  of  the  circles  have 
been  negligent,  they  have  paid  for  it  much 
more  in  their  late  contributions,  than  what 
would  have  furnished  out  their  s hare  in  the 
common  charges  of  the  war.” 
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Earl  of  Rochester  said,  That  we  seemed  to 
neglect  the  principal  busiuess,  and  mind  only 
accessaries;  adding,  lie  remembered  the  saying 
of  a great  general,  the  old  duke  of  Scliomberg, 
viz.  • That  the  attacking  France  in  the  Nether-  ' 
* lands,  was  like  taking  n bull  by  the  horns 
and  therefore  his  lordship  proposed.  That  we 
should  stand  on  the  defensive  in  Flanders,  and 
send  from  thence  lo  or  20,000  men  into  Ca- 
talonia. 

That  noble  peer  was  seconded  by  the  Earl  of 
Nottingham,  who  complained  pf  Spain  being  in 
a manner  abandoned.  But 

The  Duke  of  Marlborough  undertook  to 
shew,  though  with  some  warmth,  the  danger  of 
such  an  undigested  council,  and  the  necessity 
of  augmenting,  rather  than  diminishing  our 
forces  in  Flanders.  The  two  chief  reasons  his 
Grace  urged  were,  1st,  That  most  of  the  ene- 
mies strong  places  tliere,  might  be  kept  with 
one  battalion  in  each ; whereas  the  great  towns 
of  Brabant,  we  had  conquered,  required  twenty 
times  that  number  of  men,  for  their  preserva- 
tion. 2dly.  That  if  our  army  in  the  Nether- 
lands was  weakened,  and  the  French,  by  their 
grent  superiorly,  should  gnin  any  considerable 
advantage,  which  it  was  not  improbable  they 
might,  the  discontented  party  in  Holland,  who 
were  not  a few,  and  bore  with  impatience  the 
necessary  charges  of  the  war,  would  not  fail 
crying  aloud  for  peace.  Hereupon, 

The  Earl  of  Rochester,  said,  He  wondered 
that  noble  peer,  who  had  been  ever  conspi- 
cuous for  his  calmness  and  moderation,  should 
now  be  out  of  his  temper ; adding,  that  there 
being  an  absolute  necessity  to  succour  Spain, 
his  grace  would  oblige  their  lordships,  if  he 
would  let  them  know,  where  they  might  get 
troops  to  send  thither : and  the  more,  because 
the  earl  of  Peterborough  had  tlart  very  day  as- 
sured them,  that  he  had  heard  prince  Eugene 
say.  That  the  German  soldiers  had  rather  be 
decimated  than  sent  into  Spain. 

The  Duke  of  Marlborough  answered  for  the 
cause  of  having  shewn  some  warmth,  by  saying 
The  thing  was  of  too  great  importance  tube 
spoken  of  without  concernment  : and  as  for 
the  question  proposed  by  the  Earl,  lie  added, 
that  although  it  was  improper  to  disclose  secret 
projects  in  so  great  un  assembly,  (to  which 
that  day  many  strangers  had  been  admitted, 
by  the  favour  of  the  queen’s  presence)  because 
the  enemy  would  not  fail  being  informed  ol 
them  ; yet,  to  gratify  their  lordships  he  might 
assure  them,  that  measures  had  been  already 
concerted  with  the  emperor  for  the  forming  an 
army  of  40,000 men, (whonihe  specified)  under 
the  command  of  the  duke  of  Savoy,  and  lor 
sending  powerful  succours  to  king  Charles  ; 
adding,  it  was  to  be  hoped  that  prince  Eugene 
might  be  prevailed  with  to  gn  8nd  command  in 
Spain,  m which  case  the  Germans  would  gladly 
follow  him  thither.  The  only  difficulty  which, 
bis  grace  said,  might  be  objected  against  n * 
scheme,  was  the  usual  slowness  of  the  couit  of 
Vienna  ; to  which  purpose  he  took  notice,  that 
if  the  7000  German  recruits,  which  the  emperor 


liad  promised  for  the  army  in  Piedmont,  had 
arrived  time  enough,  the  enterprise  again-; 
Toulon  might  have  been  attended  with  success: 
but  that  it  w as  to  be  hoped,  and  he  durst  engage 
his  word  for  it,  tlist  for  the  future  his  imperial 
majesty  would  punctually  perforin  his  promises. 

The  Lord's  Address  upon  the  Queen's  Speech, 
thanking  her  Majesty  for  her  Intentions  of  pur- 
suing the  War  with  rigour.]  This  put  an  end 
to  the  debate ; nnd  a committee  was  appointed 
todraw  up  an  Address  to  the  queen,  which  was 
presented  the  same  day  ; and  was  as  follows  : 

“ We,  your  majesty's  dutiful  and  loyal  sub- 
jects, the  Lords  suit itonl  and  temporal  in  par* 
liament  assembled,  do  return  our  most  bumble 
thanks  to  your  majesty  for  your  most  gracious 
speech  to  your  parliament. — The  great  spirit 
and  resolution  your  majesty  is  pleased  to  express 
for  the  vigorous  carrying  on  the  war  in  Spa,:i 
and  Portugal,  and  strengtliemng  the  army  of 
tneduke  of  Savoy,  who  has  deserved  so  well  of 
the  whole  eonfederacy^rannol  fail  to  contribute 
in  die  most  effectual  manner  to  bring  this  war 
to  a speedy  and  happy  conclusion. — Such  an 
example  ought  to  excite  all  your  allies  to  a 
noble  imitation  ; and,  we  are  sure  your  ma- 
jesty will  do  your  utmost  to  oblige  such  of  theta 
as  hitherto  have  foiled  in  their  parts,  for 
the  future  to  act  as  those  who  have  a real 
concern  for  restoring  and  securing  peace  and 
liberty  to  Europe.  Your  majvsty’s  favour  will 
always  be  the  highest  encouragement  to  your 
subjects ; but  the  zeal  we  have  for  the  preser- 
vation of  your  majesty's  person  and  government, 
and  the  duty  we  owe  to  our  country,  always 
has  and  ever  will  oblige  us  to  do  all  that  lies  m 
onr  power,  for  supporting  your  majesty  in  this 
just  war,  till  it  be  brought  to  a safe  and  happy 
conclusion. — And  as  ne  have  shewn  the  greatest 
zeal  for  bringing  the  Union  to  pass,  nnd  for  pre- 
venting every  thing  that  might  disturb  it ; so 
we  unanimously  promise  your  majesty  to  do  all 
that  is  possible  for  us  to  make  it  complete  and 
entire." 

The  Queen's  Answer.]  Her  majesty  an- 
swered : 

“ I return  you  many  thanks  for  your  Address, 
and  die  assurances  of  your  zeal  to  support  me 
in  the  present  war. — Nothing  shall  be  wantiag 
on  my  part,  either  abroad  or  at  home,  to  make 
my  people  safe  and  happy.” 

Resolutions  qf  the  Lords  concerning  Spain  ] 
The  same  day  the  lords  resolved  : 1.  “ That  no 
peace  can  be  honourable  or  safe,  for  her  majesty 
and  tier  allies,  if  Spain  and  the  Spanish  West 
Indies  b«  suffered  to  continue  in  the  power  of  the 
House  of  Bourbon.  2.  Thntau  humble  Addre* 
he  made  to  her  majesty,  to  thank  her  majesty  fix 
the  care  she  has  taken,  nnd  the  instances  she 
has  u.ed  with  the  emperor,  for  the  sending  a 
considerable  force  to  the  relief  of  the  king  of 
Spain,  under  the  command  of  prince  Eugene; 
and  to  desire  her  majesty,  that  she  would  con- 
| ti i ue  to  umke  the  most  pressing  instances  to 
the  etnoeror  to  send  powerful  succours  to  Spain 
under  the  command  of  prince  Eugene  with  ex- 
pedition ; and  to  make  good  the  concert  ior 
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of  20,000  men  under  the  command  of  the  duke 
of  Savoy;  and  that  die  emperor  use  Iris  utmost 
efforts  lor  strengthening  the  army  on  the 
Rhine.*’ 

Address  of  hot h Houses  against  concluding  a 
Peace  whilst  Spain,  6fc.  continue  under  the 
House  of  HourbonA  Dec.  22.  Both  Houses 
n-’rerd  upon  the  following  Address  to  her  ma- 
jtsly  : 

M V\  e,  your  majesty's  most  dutiful  and  ohe- 
dieut  subjects  tlie  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal 
and  Commons  in  parliament  assembled  having 
been  always  fully  persuaded,  that  uotliing  coukl 
restore  a just  balance  of  power  in  Europe,  but 
the  reducing  the  whole  Spanish  monarchy  to 
the  obedience  of  the  Hou»e  of  Austria ; and 
having  seen  several  great  parts  of  that  monarchy 


The  Queen's  Atweer.]  "Iler  majesty's  roost 
gracious  Answer  was  this  : 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  ; I am  fully  of 
your  opinion,  that  no  peace  can  be  honourable 
or  safe  for  us,  or  for  our  allies,  till  the  entire 
monarchy  of  Spain  he  restored  to  tlie  house  of 
Austria  ; and  very  well  pleased  to  lind,  that  the 
measures  1 have  concerted  for  the  succour  of 
die  king  of  Spam,  are  so  well  approved 
by  both  Houses  of  Parliament.  1 shall  conti- 
nue my  most  pressing  instances  with  the  em- 
peror for  the  hastening  further  succours,  and 
that  they  may  be  commanded  by  prince  Eu- 
gene ; as  also  upon  ail  the  other  particulars 
mentioned  in  your  Address.” 

A Supply  granted. ] On  the  19th  of  Decem- 
ber, the  Commons  came  to  several  Resolutions 


s.  </. 
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by  the  blessing  of  God  upon  the  victorious  about  the  Supply,  so  tliut,  by  the  22d,  they  had 
arms  of  your  mnje>ty  and  your  allies,  already  in  given  very  near  six  millions.  The  particular 
the  possession  .of  that  Home  ; do  think  it  not  ! sums  were, 

ouly  seasonable  but  necessary,  ut  tins  juncture  I j£. 

numbly  to  other  this  our  unanimous  opinion  to  ; For  40,000  seamen  - - - 2,080,000 

yoor  majesty.  That  no  peace  can  l>e  honour-  ] The  ordinary  of  the  navy  - 120,000 

able  or  safe,  for  your  majesty  or  your  allies,  if  The  40,000  landmen  in  rlan- 
Spiun,  tlie  West  Indies,  or  any  part  of  tlie  , ders  - ------  894,272 

Spanish  monarchy  be  suffered  to  remain  under  ■ The  additional  10,000  mem  - 177,511 

the  power  of  the  House  of  Bourbon. 

41  When  we  consider  what  efforts  this  king-  i 
do«  has  continued  to  make  from  the  beginning 
of  thewar  ; we  cannot  but  think  a much  greater 
Mopressiun  might  have  been  innde  upon  the  i 
enemy  before  ibis  time,  if  some  of  your  allies 
*ho  seem  principally  concerned,  and  have  reap- 
ed the  most  immediate  advantage,  had  seconded 
your  majesty  with  like  vigour,  whereby  France 
might  tuve  been  equally  pressed  on  all  sides. 

u We  are  obliged  to  return  ourhurnlde  thanks 
to  your  majesty,  for  the  care  you  have  taken 
and  the  instances  you  have  used  with  his  im- 
perial majesty  for  sending  a considerable  force 
<o  the  relief  of  Spain  under  the  command  of 
phnee  Eugene  ; as  being  certainly  the  most 
likely  method  to  restore  the  affairs  of  the  con- 
federacy in  that  country. 

M But  die  frequent  disappointments  we  have 
observed  on  the  part  of  the  emperor  mid  empire 
to  the  great  prejudice  of  tlie  common  cause, 
makes  us  think  it  our  duty,  in  order  that  tlie 
*ar  may  be  brought  to  a speedy  and  happy 
conclusion,  to  beseech  your  majesty  to  n»akc 
most  pressing  instances  to  the  emperor, 

•hit  he  would  with  all  expedition  send  powerful 
»ucoours  to  bis  brother  the  knig  of  Spain,  under 
die  conduct  of  that  great  and  successful  general : 
that  be  would  timely  and  effectually  make  good 
*bat  bav  been  concerted  for  h'S  putting  20,000 
toon  under  the  dnkc  of  Savoy  : and  would  also 
make  use  of  Ids  utmost  power  and  interest  for 
strengthening  the  army  upon  tlie  Rhine  which 
* now  happily  put  under  the  command  of  that 
and  valiant  prince  the  elector  of  Hanover. 

“ W©  believe  no  part  of  ibis  can  be  refused 
J*P°n  your  majesty's  earnest  interposition,  who 
h*s  done  such  great  things  for  the  House  ot 
dittna;  and  this  being  complied  with,  wt  may 
bly  hope,  by  God’s  assistance,  the 
■etwiflprofe  a happy  and  glorious  campaign. 

*>!.,  vi. 


The  proportion  of  tlie  Pala- 
tines   34,251  13  4 

The  proportion  of  the  Saxons  43,251  12  6 
The  proportion  of  Bothmar's 

dragoons  ------  9,269  16  6 

The  foroes  in  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal   586,671  12  0 

The  subsidies  to  the  allies  - 494,689  8 6 

The  duke  of  Savoy's  aug- 
mentations -----  500,000  0 0 

The  guards  and  garrisons,  in- 
valids, and  5,000  men  ou 

the  fleet - 511,784 

The  duke  of  Savoy’s  special 
service  in  1707  - - - - 
Completing  the  payment  of 
the  Hessians  - - - - - 
The  fortifications  at  Gibraltar 
The  payment  of  one  year  one 
quarter’s  interest  upon  de- 
bentures ------ 

A store-house,  and  wharf  at 

Portsmouth  -----  10,000  0 0 

Circulating  Exchequer  bills  ~ 3,500  0 0 

Transporting  land  forces  - - 144,000  0 0 

Tlie  land  ordnance  - 120,000  0 0 

The  payment  of  captain  Koch  2,126  18  6 


8 6 


100,000  0 0 

22,957  2 0 

12,284  19  6 


60,534  19  6 


«£.  5,933,657  17  4 


The  Common*  Address  for  recruiting  the 
Army.]  January  21,  1708.  The  Common* 
came  to  an  unanimous  Resolution,  u That  an 
humble  Address  be  presented  to  her  mujesty, 
that  she  would  be  pleased  to  issue  her  royal 
proclamation,  lor  tlie  better  puttin';  in  execu- 
tion an  Act  made  in  the  fifth  year  of  her 
majesty’s  reign,  ‘ for  the  better  recruiting  her 
majesty’s  land-forces  and  the  marine** ; and  for 
the  greater  encouragemf  nt  of  the  parish-ofli- 
cers  to  perform  theix  duty  cajoiued  by  that  act, 
2 R 
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Th»t  for  every  person  they  shall  bring  before 
the  magistrate,  who  shali  be  impressed,  they 
do  receive  the  sum  of  20  shillings ; and  that 
every  volunteer,  for  his  encouragement  to  come 
into  the  service,  do  receive  4 /. ; and  also  that 
her  majesty  will  be  pleased  to  signify  her  royal 
pleasure,  that  the  said  volunteer  shall  have  his 
discharge  after  tjjree  years  service,  if  he  desires 
it:  as  likewise,  that  her  majesty  will  be  gra- 
ciously  pleased  to  grant  the  same  allowances 
and  encouragements  to  such  persons  as  shall 
voluntarily  come  into  the  service  out  of  that 
part  of  the  United  Kingdom  called  Scotland.0 

The  Quern's  Answer .]  The  said  Address 
being  accordingly  presented  to  the  queen,  her 
gnajesty  was  pleased  to  give  answer,  “ That 
the  should  lose  no  time  in  giving  orders  for  such 
a Proclamation,  pursuant  to  their  Address ; 
nothing  being  more  essential  to  tl»e  public  ser- 
vice, than  (he  immediate  providing  the  neces- 
sary recruits  tor  the  army  ; and  that  she  could 
not  but  hope  they  would  take  care  it  should 
be  done,  in  such  a manner  as  might  be  effec- 
tual.’* 

State  of  the  War  in  Spain  considered.]  Jan. 
99.  The  Commons  took  into  consideration 
the  State  of  the  War  with  Spain  ; and  the  re- 
sidue of  the  Papers  which  had  been  laid  before 
the  House  having  been  read,  and  the  question 
being  proposed,  “ That  of  the  29,395  English 
forces  provided  by  parliament,  foi  the  service 
of  Spain  and  Portugal,  in  the  year  1707,  there 
was  but  8,600  in  Spain  and  Portugal,  at  the 
time  of  the  battle  of  Almanza  ;**  a debate  arose 
then  upon,  which  was  adjourned  to  the  3d  of 
February,  when  the  House  resumed  it,  and 
Mr.  St.  John  offering  to  the  House  an  Account 
of  the  number  of  Forces  provided  for  Spain 
and  Portugal  in  1707,  the  same  was  brought 
up  to  the  table,  and  read;  and  the  question 
formerly  proposed  and  debated,  was,  with  an 
amendment,  agreed  unto  by  the  House,  ns  fol- 
io weth,  viz.  Resolved,  “ That  it  appears  to  this 
House,  that  of  the  29,395  English  forces  pro- 
vided by  parliament,  for  the  service  of  Spain 
and  Portugal  in  the  year  1707,  there  were  hut 
8,660  men,  besides  Commission  and  Non- 
commission officers,  and  servants,  in  Spain 
and  Portugal,  at  the  time  of  the  battle  of  Al- 
manza.** Then  a motion  being  made,  and  the 
question  proposed,  That  an  humble  Address  he 
presented  to  her  majesty  (laving  the  said  Reso- 
lution before  her  majesty)  and  humbly  desiring, 
That  she  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  order 
an  Account  to  be  laid  before  that  house,  how 
it  came  to  pass  that  there  were  no  more  Eng- 
lish forces  hi  Spain  and  Portugal  at  the  time  of 
the  battle  of  Almanza ; and  also  that  her  ma- 
jesty would  be  pleased  to  use  her  utmost  en- 
deavours, that  the  war  in  Spain  might  be  vigo- 
rously and  effectually  prosecuted  : it  was  car- 
ried in  the  affirmative : and  resolved  that  the 
Address  be  presented  to  her  majesty  by  the 
whole  House.  Accordingly  on  the  5th,  the 
Speaker,  with  the  House,  attended  the  queen 
with  the  said  Address,  to  which  her  majesty 
answered;  “Gentlemen,  What  you  desire 
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shall  be  carefully  examined,  and  I will  send 
you  an  answer  in  a short  time.’* 

The  Lords ’ Address  concerning  the  Complaint* 
against  Captain  Kerr.]  Feb.  7.  All  ilia 
while  the  Lords  had  under  consideration  tbe 
business  of  Spain,  and  die  Grievances  of  tbe 
Merchants.  In  reference  to  tbe  last,  their 
lordships  having  maturely  considered  the  Com- 
plaints against  captain  Kerr,  presented  the  fol- 
lowing Address  to  her  majesty : 

“ May  it  please  your  most  excellent  majesty; 
We  your  majesty’s  most  dutiful  and  obkiient 
subjects,  tbe  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal  in 
parliament  assembled,  do  humbly  inform  roar 
majesty,  that  there  has  been  laid  before  this 
house  by  Mr.  Thomas  Wood,  in  behalfofhim- 
self  and  divers  other  Jamaica  merchants,  a 
complaint  against  captain  William  Kerr,  late 
commander  of  a squudron  of  your  majesty’s 
ships  at  that  island,  for  refusing  to  grant  con- 
voys for  their  ships  to  the  Spanish  const  of 
America  ; and  in  particular,  that  the  said  Mr. 
Thomas  Wood  had  offered  to  the  said  captain 
Kerr  the  sum  of  600/.  as  a gratuity,  if  he  would 
order  one  of  your  majesty’s  men  of  war  under 
his  command,  to  go  as  convoy  to  (he  Neptune 
sloop,  and  Martha  galley,  loaded  with  woollen 
and  other  goods  of  your  majesty’s  subjects: 
That  the  said  captain  Kerr  at  that  time  seemed 
pleased  with  the  proposal,  and  said,  the  Wind- 
sor should  be  the  ship,  and  ordered  Mr.  Wood 
to  make  what  dispatch  he  could  in  getting  the 
galley  and  sloop  ready.  On  which  encourage- 
ment he  got  tnem  ready  to  sail,  and  bought 
three  hundred  negroes  to  put  on  board  (hem ; 
and  then  acquainted  captain  Kerr  therewith, 
and  with  the  great  charge  he  was  at  in  main- 
taining the  negroes,  and  his  fear  of  their  sick- 
ness. Captain  Kerr  then  said,  he  feared  be 
could  not  spare  a man  of  war,  but  tbe  next 
day  sent  Mr.  Tudor  Trevor,  captain  of  the 
Windsor,  to  acquaint  Mr.  Wood,  that  captain 
Kerr  said,  he  thought  Mr.  Wood  could  not 
have  offered  less  than  2,000,  or  at  least  1,500/. 
Whereupon  Mr.  Wood  declared  the  sum  wss 
so  great,  that  the  trade  could  not  bear  it,  and 
so  the  sloop  and  galley  proceeded  on  their 
voyage  without  convoy;  and  in  their  return, 
the  sloop,  loaded  with  great  wealth,  being  pur- 
sued by  French  privateeis,  and  having  no  con- 
voy, and  crouding  too  much  sail  to  get  fro® 
the  enemy,  was  unhappily  overset  and  lost. 

“ The  snid  Mr.  Thomas  W'ood  also  made 
another  complaint,  that  upon  a further  appli- 
cation to  the  said  Mr.  Kerr,  for  a convoy  f°r 
three  sloops  bound  for  the  said  Spanish  coast, 
he  promised  to  give  the  Experiment  man  o 
war,  commanded  by  captain  Bowler,  as  a coo* 
voy,  for  which  the  said  Mr.  Wood  agreed  to 
give  800/. ; 400/.  part  thereof,  was  paid  to  tw 
said  Bowler,  and  the  other  400/.  was  tnw 
payable  by  note  to  one  Mr.  Herbert,  for  * 
use  of  Mr.  Kerr,  which  note  was  sent  in  a I • 
ter  to  Mr.  Kerr,  and  by  him  put  into  Wn 
Herbert’s  hands:  and  besides  that,  as  a furtn 
encouragement  for  allowing  the  said 
Mr.  Kerr  bad  an  adventure  of  i,500i,  m t 
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said  sloops,  without  advancing  any  money. 
To  this  complaint  Mr.  Kerr  put  in  his  answer, 
auni  both  parties  were  fully  heard  by  them- 
selves, and  their  witnesses:  and  upon  the 
'whole  matter,  the  House  came  to  this  following 
Eesolution,  That  the  said  complaint  of  i he  said 
Air.  Wood  against  the  said  Captain  Kerr,  as 
well  in  relation  to  the  Neptune  and  Martha 
{galley,  as  also  in  relation  to  the  other  three 
sdoopa  that  went  under  the  convoy  of  the 
Experiment  man  of  war,  hath  been  folly  made 
out  and  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  this  house. 

44  These  matters  we  thiuk  ourselves  hound 
in  duty  to  lay  before  your  majesty,  as  being  of 
the  highest  consequence  to  the  trade  of  your 
majesty's  subjects,  whereupon  the  wealth  and 
flourishing  estate  of  the  kingdom  doth  so  ma- 
nifestly depend. 

u We  do  also  think  ourselves  obliged  to  in- 
form your  majesty,  that  in  the  examination  of 
these  complaints,  we  find  divers  corrupt  and 
unjustifiable  practices  of  the  like  kind  (though 
not  atteuded  with  altogether  such  aggravating 
circumstances)  have  been  too  frequent  in  your 
majesty's  fleet : and  we  are  humbly  of  opinion, 
that  nothing  can  be  of  more  pernicious  conse- 
quence than  the  suffering  such  abuses  to  pro- 
ceed with  impunity  : and  therefore  we  beseech 
jour  majesty  to  be  pleased  to  give  such  effec- 
tual orders  and  directions,  as  shall  for  the  fu- 
Cure  prevent  the  like  corrupt  doings,  to  the 
oppression  of  the  merchants,  who  at  this  tunc 
lie  under  many  heavy  discouragements.  And 
we  do  humbly  hope,  your  majesty  will  be 
pleased  to  declare  in  such  a manner  as  may  be 
moat  public  and  effectual,  to  all  commanders 
of  squadrons,  and  captains  of  men  of  war,  that 
their  care  and  diligence  in  attending,  protect- 
ing, and  securing  the  trade  of  your  ma- 
jesty’s subjects,  when  any  chaise  of  that  na- 
ture should  be  committed  to  them,  or  when 
they  shall  have  any  opportunity  of  doing  it, 
shall  be  a sure,  particular,  and  principal  re- 
commendation of  them  to  your  majesty’s  fa- 
vour, in  any  of  their  pretensions  to  promotion 
in  your  majesty's  service.” 

The  Queen's  Answer.]  To  this  Address,  the 
queen  made  the  following  Answer  : 

**  That  her  majesty  would  take  care,  in  the 
most  effectual  manner,  to  discourage  the  abuses 
aod  ill  practicescompluined  of  in  that  Address, 
and  to  preveut  the  like  for  the  future  ; and  the 
House  might  be  assured,  that  her  majesty 
would  always  countenance  with  her  favour, 
such  commanders  and  officers,  who  should  dis- 
charge tbeir  duty  by  protecting  and  securing 
the  trade  of  the  nation." 

bill  for  rendering  the  Union  more  complete 
passed.]  A Bill  entitled,  4 An  act  for  render- 
ing the  Union  of  the  two  kingdoms  more  entire 
and  complete,  by  which  one  privy  council  was 
to  serve  for  the  United  Kingdom,’  was  read  a 
third  time.  The  question  was  put,  Whether 
this  bill  shall  pass?  It  was  resolved  iu  the 

tfinnative. 

Protest  thereon .1  “ Dissentient’  1st,  Be- 

cause the  clause  of  this  bill,  which  relates  to 
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the  privy  council,  determines  the  privy  council 
of  Scotland,  so  soon  as  the  first,  day  of  May 
next,  by  which  time  the  provision  made  in  the 
same  bill,  instead  of  the  privy  council,  for  the 
security  of  the  peace,  by  appointing  justices  of 
tbe  peace,  to  be  constituted  under  the  great 
seal  ol  Great  Britain,  in  the  several  counties  of 
Scotland,  cannot  he  expected  to  take  effect; 
and  therefore  we  conceive,  that  if  that  clause 
had  been  framed  so  as  not  to  take  place  till  the 
first  of  October  next,  as  was  proposed,  tbe 
privy  council  of  Scotland  had  been  abolished, 
as  certainly  as  by  the  present  bill,  and  with 
more  security  to  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of 
that  part  of  the  United  Kingdom. — 2d,  Be- 
cause the  clause  in  the  bill  which  appoints  the 
commissions  and  powers  to  tbe  justices  of 
peace,  authorizes  those  justices  to  proceed 
against  offenders  during  the  first  15  days  after 
the  crime  committed ; and  that  in  the  liberties 
of  heretable  offices  and  officers  for  life,  which, 
at  the  time  of  the  Union  of  the  two  kingdoms, 
the  justices  of  the  peace  (and  all  ordinary  of- 
ficers and  ministers  of  justice)  were  by  law 
excluded  from  doing;  and  therefore  we  appre- 
hend, that  the  last-mentioned  clause  in  the  hill 
might  be  constructed  to  be  an  encroachment 
upon  the  20th  Article  of  the  Union,  and  by 
that  means  be  the  occasion  of  raising  great 
jealousies  and  discontents  throughout  that  part 
of  the  United  Kingdom.  (Signed)  Cowper,  C* 
Jonat.  Winton’,  Herbert,  Crawford,  Rivers, 
Isla,  Pembroke,  Wemyss,  Roseberie,  Marlbo- 
rough, Mar,  Berkeley,  Lothian,  Loudoun, 
Glassgow,  Radnor,  Cardigan,  J.  Bridgewater, 
Seafield,  Cholmondely,  Greenwich,  Stair,  Go- 
dolphin,  Somerset,  Leven.” 

Resolutions  of  the  Commons  against  Captain 
Kerr.]  Feb.  16.  The  Commons  upon  the  Re- 
port made  by  sir  Richard  Onslow,  from  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House,  in  relation  to 
the  State  of  the  Navy,  and  Trade  of  the  Na- 
tion, came  to  the  following  Resolutions:  44 1. 
That  the  complaint  of  Mr.  Wood  and  other 
merchants  against  captain  Kerr,  in  relation  to 
the  Neptune  sloop  and  Martha  galley,  and  also 
in  relation  to  three  other  sloops,  which  were 
under  the  convoy  of  the  Experiment  man  of 
war,  hath  been  fully  proved  and  made  out.  2. 
That  the  trade  to  the  West  Indies,  being  of 
great  advantage  and  benefit  to  Great  Britain, 
hath,  by  captain  Kerr’s  exacting  exorbitant 
sums  of  money  from  the  merchants  for  convoys, 
whilst  he  commanded  a squadron  of  her  majes- 
ty’s ships  of  war  in  the  West  Indies,  been 
greatly  obstructed  and  prejudiced.  3.  That 
tbe  requiring  or  demanding  of  money  for  con- 
voys, is  illegal,  oppressive  to  merchants,  and 
destructive  to  trade.  4.  That  an  humble  Ad- 
dress be  presented  to  her  majesty,  laying  before 
her  the  said  Resolutions,  and  humbly  desiring 
that  her  majesty  will  be  pleased,  not  to  employ 
the  said  captain  Kerr  in  her  majesty’s  service 
for  the  future.” 

This  Address  having  been  presenter!  to  the 
queen,  on  the  26th,  her  majesty  declared, 

“ That  she  would  comply  with  it,” 
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The  Queen's  Answer  to  the  Commons'  Address , 
concerning  the  Affairs  of  Spain  and  Portugal.] 
Feb.  IB.  The  lord  Couingesby  acquainted  the 
House,  That  her  majesty  had  been  pleased  to 
send  by  him  her  Answer  to  ilieir  Address  ot  the 
5rd  of  that  mouth ; that  her  majesty  would  be 
pleased  to  order  an  Account  to  be  laid  before 
the  House  how  it  came  to  pass  that  there  were 
bo  more  Euglish  forces  in  Spain  ami  Portugal,  ; 
at  the  time  of  the  bnttle  of  Almanza,  and  that 
her  majesty  would  be  pletised  to  use  her  ut- 
most endeavours,  that  the  war  in  Spain  might 
be  vigorously  and  effectually  prosecuted  ; and 
he  delivered  the  same  to  Mr.  Speaker,  who 
read  it  to  the  House,  as  folio  weth  : 

44  Anne  H. 

44  Her  majesty,  having  considered  the  Ad- 
dress of  the  House  of  Commons,  presented 
to  her  the  5tii  instant,  hath  directed  the  follow- 
ing Answer  to  be  returned. 

u In  relation  to  that  part  which  concerns  the 
prosecution  of  the  war  in  Spain,  her  majesty 
is  pleased  to  acquaint  the  House,  That  the 
restoring  the  Spanish  monarchy  to  the  house  of 
Austria,  and  thereby  tlse  balance  of  power  in 
Europe,  was  the  principal  inducement  of  the 
present  war,  so  her  majesty  is  sensible,  That 
ou  the  success  thereof,  nut  only  the  trade  and 
tranquillity,  but  even  the  security  of  Gieat 
Britain,  (subject  to  the  Divine  Providence)  do 
ia  a great  measure  depend  : And  therefore  her 
majesty  can  sever  be  wanting  to  continue  her 
utmost  endeavours,  as  her  Commons  have  de- 
sired, to  prosecute  with  vigour  and  effect  a war 
of  sue!)  a nature  and  consequence,  or  to  excite  | 
her  allies,  upon  all  occasions,  to  concur  with  , 
her  majesty's  endeavours  m that  behalf. 

u And  ns  to  the  Account,  bow  it  came  to 
pass,  That  there  were  no  more  English  forces 
»n  Spain  and  Portugal,  at  the  time  of  the  bat- 
tle of  Almanza,  her  majesty  cannot  but  be 
very  much  concerned,  to  find  that  matter  lias 
not  beeu  folly  stated  to  the  House  ; and  to  the 
end  the  same  may  be  set  in  tho  clearest  light, 
fur  the  satisfaction  of  herself  and  her  subjects, 
she  hath  caused  an  enquiry  to  be  made  of  die 
regiments,  that  were  intended  to  compose  the 
number  of  29,395  men,  mentioned  in  the  Ad- 
dress, (in  which  number  are  included  officer* 
and  their  servants,  making  n full  fourth  part  of 
the  whole,  according  to  the  establishment  und 
allowance  always  made  on  the  musters)  and 
how  uiauy  of  them  were  in  Spuiu  and  Portugal 
in  January  in  1706-7,  when  the  resolutions 
were  taken  to  make  provision  for  their  pay,  and 
what  regiments  have  been  sent  thither  since 
that  time : whereby  it  may  appear,  what  num- 
bers of  men  could  reasonably  be  expected  to 
be  in  Spain  or  Portugal  on  the  14th  of  April, 
1707,  when  the  said  battle  happened,  ahd  what 
diligence  hath  been  used  towards  making  up  the 
said  whole  number,  for  which  provision  was 
made  by  parliament.  Upon  which  enquiry  it 
appears,  That  the  said  body  of  '<29,395  English 
forces,  were  intended  to  consist  of  one  regi- 
ment of  horse,  five  regiments  of  dragoons,  and 
one  and  thirty  of  foot;  in  all  thirty-ssven  regi- 
ments. 


44  That  the  said  37  regiments  were  to  be 
made  up  of  ouc  regiment  of  horse,  four  rr«L- 
incuts  of  dragoons,  and  nineteen  regiments  ol 
foot,  which  had  served  in  Portugal  and  Spain, 
under  the  respective  commands  of  the  earls  of 
Peterborough  und  Gulway,  and  would,  if  com- 
pleat,  have  amounted  to  18,862  men  ; and  of 
one  regiment  of  dragoon^  and  ten  regimentsof 
foot,  which  had  been  sent  the  year  before  to 
Portugal,  under  Lite  command  of  the  earl  Rivers; 
and  if  they  had  arrived  compleat  in  Spain, 
would  have  amounted  to  8,833  men ; aod  of 
two  regiments,  making  together  1,710  men, 
which  were  designed  to  be  new  raised  in  E b»- 
land  : so  that  in  cose  all  these  37  regimen'*, 
could  have  been  compleated,  they  would  have 
made  up  the  said  whole  number  of  99, 395 
English  forces,  including  officers  and  their  ser- 
vants. 

44  Her  majesty  is  farther  informed  by  lord Ty- 
rawly,  who  was  lieutenant-general,  and  col. 

I Wade,  who  was  adjutant-general,  thatastotle 
said  regiments  which  had  served  in  Spam  under 
the  earl  of  Peterborough,  and  those  which  bid 
served  in  Portugal  und  Spain  under  the  earl  of 
Galway,  the  officers  and  their  servant*,  with  ff# 
private  soldiers  which  remained  in  those  regi- 
ments at  the  time  of  the  said  provision  made  hr 
i parliament,  did  amount  in  the  whole  to  12,017, 

| besides  1,790  prisoners,  who  belonged  to  tto« 
j regiments,  in  all  13,807  men,  or  thereabouts, 
and  no  more;  although  in  the  years  1704, 1703, 

| und  1706.  several  recruits,  amounting  to  3,490 
men,  had  been  scut  into  Spain  and  Portugal  bf 
draught*  made  out  of  the  standing  regiments  ot 
England  and  Ireland,  as  a particular  favour  to 
the  service  of  Spain,  aud  uever  practised  iaasj 
other  case,  but  once  to  the  West  Indies. 

44  That  as  to  the  said  regiment  of  dragoon*, 
and  ten  regiments  of  foot,  which  were  sent  » 
the  year  1706,  under  earl  Rivers  into  Poitugd, 
and  consequently  were  near  at  band  to  betrsoe 
pnrted  to  Spain  for  immediate  service,  tbessd 
earl  Rivers  received  her  majesty’s  command* 
so  timely,  that  he  arrived  with  them  in  the  king- 
dom of  Valencia  about  the  latter  end  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1706-7.  And  although  those  regiment*, 
when  they  sailed  from  Torbay  for  Portsgd. 
were  by  draughts  compleated  to  the  number  ot 
8,297  men,  including officers and  servants; 
if  that  number  had  arrived  in  Spain,  woo#* 
have  made  up  about  22,104  English  troop; 
yet  soon  after  tlie  arrival  of  the  said  forces  •**!> 
earl  Rivers  in  Valencia,  they  were  found  to  b* 
reduced,  by  death  or  otherwise,  to  about 4^' 
men,  including  officers  and  their  servants; 
therefore  it  was  thought  convenient,  ot  the  l** 
ginning  of  the  year  1707,  to  take  the  emonw". 
soldiers  which  remained  in  six  regiment! \(* 
foot,  tlien  in  Valencia  and  Catalonia,  and l®** 
tribute  them  towards  filling  up  several  of 
rest  of  the  regiments  then  there,  and  w 
the  officers  of  the  said  six  regiment.*,  ,I>€ 
officers  of  the  late  earl  of  Barrymore’s  l^/J* 
ment  of  font,  (which  had  the  year  before  bee1’ 
converted  into  one  of  dragoons  by  the  c 
Peter  borough)  into  England,  to  nut  tbch  ft* 
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jiments entirely  of  new  men;  which  officers 
arrived  in  England  about  May  and  June  1707, 
and  soon  alter  had  their  recruiting  orders,  and 
have  ever  iioce  l»«en  employed  io  that  service, 
except  those  of  the  regiment  of  Barrymore, 
which  some  time  since  embarked  for  Portugal ; 
so  that  it  was  impossible  that  the  new-raised 
soldiers  of  those  seven  regiments  could  be  in 
Spain  or  Portugal,  at  the  time  of  the  said  battle. 

rt  That  upon  duly  weighing  the  premises,  it 
doth  noi  appear  to  her  majesty  how  there  could 
reasonably  be  expected  of  English  forces  in 
Spain  or  Portugal,  at  the  time  of  the  battle  of 
Almanza  (which  happened  so  soon  after  the 
provision  made  by  parliament)  any  more  effec- 
tive men  than  couM  be  supplied  by  the  said 
13,807  men,  including  officers,  servants  and  pri- 
soners, before  commandtd  by  the  earls  of  Pe- 
terborough and  Gulwny  respectively,  aud  by  the 
said  numbers  of  about  4,500  men,  including 
o£cm  and  servants,  which  remained  of  the 
forces  that  went  under  earl  Rivers,  as  aforesaid. 

“ That  as  to  the  two  new  regiments  which 
*ere  intended  to  be  raised,  aud  to  make  1710 
men,  part  of  the  said  29,395  English  forces,  it 
was  found  to  be  for  the  advantage  of  the  public 
io  respect  of  the  apparent  difficulties  of  raising 
them  (in  concurrence  with  the  men  of  the  said 
•etet  regiments)  to  apply  the  money  given  for 
the  slid  two  regiments,  to  other  uses  of  the 
war,  according  to  the  liberty  given  by  autho- 
rity of  parliament  iu  that  behalf. 

“That  when  the  making  ot  recruits  grew 
extremely  difficult,  if  not  impracticable,  and 
the  tasking  draughts  from  standing  regiments 
tad  been  found  ruinous  to  the  sendee,  her 
ar  jetty  caused  four  regiments  which  were  on 
the  Imh  establishment  to  be  completed,  and 
the  levy  qnouey  for  completing  the  same,  ami 
dw  growing  charge  of  their  pay,  to  be  placer! 
on  ibe  savings  of  the  non-effectives  of  the  Spa- 
tush  establishment ; which  four  regiments  em- 
barked in  April  1707,  and  arrived  in  Portugal 
iu  June  following,  and  ought  to  be  reckoned 
w so  many  recruits  towards  making  up  the 
aud  number  of  29,395  English  forces. 

“ That,  since  the  arrival  of  the  said  four  re- 
proems  in  Portugal,  three  other  regiments 
have  been  prepared,  to  wit,  that  of  Barrymore 
on  the  Spanish  establishment,  that  of  Paston 
taken  from  the  establishment  of  the  guards  iu 
England,  and  that  of  Wynn  l iken  from  the 
tftoblishfnent  of  the  forces  in  Irelaud ; which 
have  been  embarked  for  some  time  for  Por- 
t0?“l,  as  another  reinforcement  for  the  service 
of  the  s»id  war. 

“ That  as  soon  as  her  majesty  had  the  news 
of  the  battle  of  Almanza,  she  applied  herself 
•ronwdiately  to  obtain  such  foreign  troops  as 
were  nearest  at  hand  to  supply  that  loss,  and 
lath  agreed  for  7,0110  Palatines,  3,000  Germans, 
ud  1,200  Italians,  the  greatest  part  of  which 
fove  been  embarked  ever  since  November  last 
for  Catalonia,  and  the  rest  are  ready  for  em- 
barkation as  soon  as  there  is  an  opportunity, 
"sides  which,  her  majesty  hath  made  appli- 
to  the  emperor  for  6, 000  Gormans  more, 
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with  nn  otter  to  pay  all  such  part  of  them  as 
his  imperial  majesty  can  spare  for  that  service. 

“ And  upon  the  whole  matter,  reflecting  im- 
partially upon  the  situation  of  this  necessary 
war  in  Spain  and  Portugal,  and  upon  the 
difficulties  wherewith,  for  the  time  past,  the  men 
have  been  supplied  from  England  and  Ireland  ; 
and  considering  the  losses  and  accidents  which 
have  attended  the  service  in  parts  so  remote, 
and  the  provision  made  for  foreign  forces  for 
tlie  future,  her  majesty  assures  herself,  it  will 
be  very  evident  that  no  care  has  been  wanting 
to  support  the  war  in  Spain  and  Portugal  in  the 
most  effectual  manner." 

Feb.  19.  The  Commons  ordered,  that  the 
Addresses  of  the  House  to  her  majesty  of  the 
18th  December,  and  12th  of  January  last,  about 
the  Forces  maintained  by  the  kings  of  Spain 
and  Portugal,  be  renewed  to  her  majesty. 

The  Queen’s  Answer,  in  relation  to  the  Troops 
of  the  Kings  of  Spain  and  Portugal.]  Feb.  23. 
The  Lord  Coningesbv  acquainted  the  House, 
that  their  Addresses  to  her  majesty  of  the  18th 
of  December,  and  12th  of  January,  having 
been  renewed,  according  to  their  order,  her 
mojesty  had  been  pleased  to  give  this  Answer 
following,  viz. 

" That  in  relation  to  that  pnrt  of  tlie  Ad- 
dress which  concerns  the  forces  of  the  king  of 
Spain,  her  majesty  has  ordered  to  be  laid  before 
the  House  a List  of  the  Troops  provided  by  tlie 
king  of  Spain,  for  the  service  of  the  year  1707. 
And  in  relation  to  the  Troops  of  Portugal,  her 
majesty  has,  ever  since  the  Treaty  with  that 
crown,  given  directions  to  her  ministers  there 
to  use  all  possible  means  thnt  his  said  majesty 
should  furnish  the  whole  of  of  Hie  number  of 
men  agreed  for  by  the  said  Treaty,  and  her 
majesty  hopes,  that  those  instances  have,  in  a 
great  measure,  had  their  desired  effect. — At 
the  same  time  her  majesty  observes,  That  the 
methods  of  discipline  there  make  it  impossible 
to  know  the  number  of  those  Troops  with  the 
same  exactness  as  is  practised  in  other  ports; 
and,  considering  with  what  chearfulncss  ami 
success  they  marched  through  Spain  to  Madrid, 
and  the  losses  they  sustained,  and  being  well 
assured,  that  the  king  of  Portugal  has  lately 
raised,  nnd  is  still  raising  a considerable  num- 
ber of  forces,  her  majesty  has  not  thought  it 
advisable  to  make  too  nice  an  enquiry  into 
the  state  of  those  Troops;  especially  since  she 
is  very  sensible  how  diligent  the  enemy  is  in 
making  continual  application,  td  break  an 
alliance  of  so  great  importance  to  the  common 
cause.” 

This  done,  the  Lord  Coningesby  presented  to 
the  House  the  List  of  the  Troops  provided  by 
tlie  king  of  Spain,  for  the  service  of  the  year  J707. 

The  Jjords ’ Address  relating  to  the  Mer- 
chant/ Complaint , on  Account  of  Losses  tf or 
want  of  Cruizers  and  Conwy#.]  Feb. 

The  Lords  agreed  upon  the  following  Address* 
to  her  majesty  : 


• u When  the  Examination  was  ended,  and 
reported  to  the  House,  it  was  resolved  to  lay 
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44  We,  your  majesty’s  most  dutiful  and  obe- 
44  dient  subjects,  the  Lords  spiritual  and  tem- 
“ poral,  in  parliament  assembled,  do  humbly 
44  acquaint  your  majesty,  lliat,  early  in  this  ses- 
“ sion  of  parliament,  a Petition  of  several 
44  merchants,  on  behalf  of  themselves  and 
44  others,  traders  of  the  city  of  London,  was  pre- 
44  seated  to  the  House,  whereby  they  complain- 
“ ed  of  great  losses  by  the  ill-timing  of  Convoys, 
44  and  lor  want  of  cruizers;  so  that  they  durst 
•4  no  longer  engage  the  remainder  of  their 
*4  estates  to  carry  on  their  several  trades,  un- 
44  less  immediate  care  was  taken  to  remedy 
“ these  two  main  causes  of  their  misfortunes. — 
44  This  Petition  containing  Complaints  of  great 
44  consequence  to  your  majesty’s  subjects  ; and 
44  we  being  sensible,  that  nothing  but  a strict 
44  and  impartial  enquiry  iuto  matters  of  fact, 
44  could  put  them  in  a due  light,  and  enable  us 
44  to  distinguish  between  ill-grounded  clamours, 
44  and  a just  cause  of  complaint,  in  order  to 
44  take  the  usual  method  of  being  rightly  and 
44  fully  informed,  did  refer  the  Petition  to  a 

the  whole  matter  before  the  queen  in  an  Ad- 
dress ; and  then  the  l ories  discovered  the  de- 
sign, that  they  drove  at:  for  they  moved  in  the 
committee,  that  prepared  the  Address,  that 
the  blame  of  all  the  Miscarriages  might  be  laid 
upon  the  ministry,  and  on  the  cabinet  council.  Jt 
had  been  often  said  in  the  House  of  Lords,  that 
it  was  not  intended  to  make  any  complaint  of 
the  Prince  himself  [the  Lord  High  Admiral]: 
and  it  not  being  admitted,  that  his  Council  was 
of  a legal  constitution,  the  complaining  of  them 
would  he  nn  acknowledging  their  authority ; 
the  blame  therefore  could  be  regularly  laid  no 
where,  but  on  the  ministry.  This  was  much 
pressed  by  the  duke  of  Buckinghamshire,  the 
carl  Rochester,  and  the  lord  Haversham.  But 
to  this  it  was  answered  by  the  earl  of  Orford, 
the  lord  Somers,  and  the  lord  Halifax,  that 
the  House  ought  to  lay  before  the  queen  only 
that,  which  was  made  out  before  them  upon 
oath ; und  therefore,  since  in  the  whole  Exa- 
mination the  ministry  and  the  cabinet  council 
were  not  once  named,  they  could  offer  the 
queen  nothing  to  their  prejudice.  Some  of  the 
things  complained  of  fell  on  the  Navy- Board  ; 
which  was  a body  acting  by  a legal  authority. 
The  Lords  ought  to  lay  before  the  queen  such 
Miscarriages,  as  were  proved  to  them,  and 
leave  it  to  her  to  find  out,  on  w hom  the  blame 
ought  to  be  cast.  So  far  was  the  ministry  from 
appearing  tube  in  fault,  that  they  found  several 
advertisements  were  sent  by  the  secretaries  of 
state  to  the  admiralty,  which,  as  appeared  af- 
terwards, were  but  too  well-grounded;  and 
yet  these  were  neglected  by  them  ; and  that, 
which  raised  the  clamour  higher,  was,  that, 
during  the  winter,  there  were  no  cruizers  lying 
in  the  channels,  so  that  many  ships,  which  hod 
run  through  all  dangers  at  sea,  were  taken  in 
sight  of  land ; for  the  privateers  came  up  boldly 
to  our  ports.  All  this  was  digested  into  a full 
and  clear  Address  laid  by  the  House  before  the 
queen.”  Tiodai. 


44  committee,  and  did  also  refer  to  the  same 
44  committee  several  papers,  which  the  House 
44  had  found  necessary  to  call  for  from  the  pro- 
“ per  offices,  for  their  better  information  in  di- 
44  vers  things  relating  to  the  Navy. — Thecera- 
44  hi  it  tee  having  prepared  a Report,  and  pre- 
44  sented  it  to  the  House,  upon  a mature  eonsi- 
44  deration,  it  was  approved  and  agreed  to ; and 
44  we  think  it  our  duty  humbly  to  lay  the  same 
44  before  your  majesty. — The  Lords  Commit- 
. 44  tees  have  heard  many  of  the  Petitioners  upon 
44  their  oaths,  and  have  caused  them  to  put 
14  their  depositions  into  writing,  and  sign  the 
44  same.” 

[Here  follows  the  First  Report.] 

4 The  Lords  Committees  observine,  that  the 
complaiuts  of  the  Petitioners  naturally  fell  un- 
der several  heads  ; for  the  greater  ease  of  the 
House,  have  endeavoured  in  their  report  to  re- 
duce the  evidence  to  the  following  method, 
always  referring,  as  they  proceed,  to  the  depo- 
sitions themselves. 

4 One  thing  complained  of,  was  the  msufi- 
ciency  of  Convoys  appointed  for  the  merchants, 
whereby  their  ships  had  from  time  to  time  be- 
come a prey  to  the  superior  force  of  the 
enemy. 

4 A second  point  was,  The  merchants  suffer- 
ed great  discouragement  by  their  being  forced 
to  wait  long  for  Convoys,  even  after  the  time 
promised  and  prefixed  for  their  sailing,  whereby 
the  charge  of  seamen’s  wages  and  victuals,  de- 
murage  of  shipping,  damage  of  goods,  and  loss 
of  markets,  made  trading  insupportable. 

4 A third  Ground  of  Complaint,  was,  The 
untimely  and  unseasonable  sailing  of  Convoys, 
whereby  trade  (to  the  West-Indies,  especially) 
was  in  a manner  ruined. 

4 A fourth  was,  The  great  want  of  cruizers  in 
the  Channel  and  Soundings. 

4 A fifth  Complaint  was,  corfcerning  the  ar- 
bitrary proceedings  of  the  captains  of  the 
queen’s  ships  of  war,  in  impressing  seamen  out 
of  the  merchant-ships  in  the  West-Indies;  « 
also  upon  their  return  into  the  ports  of  Great 
Britain,  to  the  endangering  of  many,  and  loss 
of  several  ships.  ' 

4 In  order  to  make  out  the  first  Head  ot 
their  Complaint,  relating  to  the  insufficiency  of 
Convoys,  they  gave  the  following  instances: 

1.  In  June,  1706,  a fleet  of  merchant-ships, 
under  convoy  of  the  Gosport  man  of  war. 
bound  for  the  West  Indies,  were  attacked  in 
the  Soundings,  and  the  Gosport  and  eight  or 
nine  of  the  merchant-ships  were  takea.-^- 
The  Lisbon  fleet,  under  convoy  of  the  Swift- 
sure  tind  Warspight,  were  attacked  in  March. 
1706-7,  and  about  11  merchant  ships  taken  in  the 
Soundings. — 3.  The  Newfoundland  fleet  under 
convoy  of  the  Falkland  and  Medway’s  pn tt, 
werenttacked  in  April,  and  some  of  the®  tak«p- 
— 4.  The  coasting  convoy  was  attacked  id 
April  oft'  the  Land’s  End. — 5.  The  convoy 
the  Downs,  consisting  of  the  Hampton  Court, 
the  Royal  Oak,  and  the  Grafton,  sailed  the  1?t 
of  May  last,  and  the  next  day  were  attacked 
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in  rbe  Channel,  and  tl>e  H urn  pton- court  and  tugal’s  use,  and  had  assignments  on  the  trea- 
ibe  Grafton,  and  about  20  merchant-ships,  sury  for  100,000  pieces  of  eight:  Accordingly 
were  taken  by  the  Dunkirk  squadron. — A 6th  a great  quantity  of  corn  was  bought  in  July  and 
iustance  was,  that  of  the  Russia  ships  outward  August,  and  frequent  applications  made  to  the 
bound  this  year,  which  was  attacked  by  the  Prince's  council  for  convoy,  and  they  promised 
Dunkirk  squadron,  and  16  of  them  taken. — from  time  to  time  to  take  care  of  it ; but  the 
And  farther,  in  respect  to  the  Russia  Fleet,  convoy  did  not  sail  from  Portsmouth  till  the  6th 
Mr.  Dawson  informed  their  lordships,  that  on  of  February  following,  near  seven  months  after 
tbeSOih  of  April,  the  governor  and  a com-  they  had  orders:  And  by  this  delay  their  com 
mitteeof  the  Moscovia  company,  attended  the  was  in  a very  bad  condition. 

Prince's  council  to  know  what  convoy  was  ap-  ‘ The  merchants  had  an  order  from  the  king 
pointed  to  conduct  their  ships  to  Archangel:  of  Portugal  to  the  same  purpose  the  year  before. 
They  were  told  their  convoy  should  he  one  but  then  they  had  worse  success  in  getting  (heir 
fourth,  and  two  fifth-rate  ships.  Upon  their  corn  conveyed  to  Portugal : and  by  these  dis- 
^presenting  their  fears  of  danger  from  the  appointments  the  Portugal  court  was  rliscou- 
Dunkirk  squadron,  it  was  told  them  from  the  raged  in  sending  orders  for  more  corn  from 
board,  they  ueed  not  be  under  any  apprehen-  hence,  not  only  by  reason  of  the  great  disap- 
won  ou  that  score,  for  the  Dunkirk  squadron  pointment,  as  to  time,  but  by  the  spoiling  of 
was  gone  westward  ; which  proved  not  true,  the  corn,  whereby  our  corn  was  brought  under 
for  on  the  Thursday  following,  the  Hampton-  great  disrepute  : and  they  now  supply  them- 
Couit,  Gralton,  and  Royal  Oak,  sailed  out  of  selves  from  Holland,  and  thereby  the  Dutch  not 
the  Downs  with  tin?  ships  under  their  convoy,  only  reap  the  advantage  thereof,  but,  as  the 
and  ike  next  day,  being  the  2d  of  May,  fell  in  corn  comes  chiefly  to  them  from  the  Baltic 
with  the  Dunkirk  squadron.  seas,  it  is  a great  advantage  to  their  trade  and 

4 To  shew  the  Losses  and  Disappointments  navigation, 
that  have  lately  happened  to  the  fleets  of  the  4 The  25th  of  March,  1707,  a fleet  sailed  for 
Moseona  company,  Mr.  Dawson  acquainted  Portugal,  hut  there  was  then  a prospect  given, 
(heir  lordships  with  the  substance  of  a petition  that  there  should  soon  go  another  convoy, 
lately  presented  by  the  Muscovia  company  to  This  encouraged  the  shipping  of  great  quantities 
the  Pnnce’s  council;  and  upon  his  oath  in-  of  corn,  and  woollen  manufactures;  and  the 
tonoed  their  lordships  of  many  facts,  in  order  heat  of  the  weather  coming  on,  pressing  nppli- 
to  make  good  what  was  contained  in  that  peti-  cations  were  made  for  that  convoy,  but  without 
uoa ; but  those  facts  being  not  particularly  set  success. 

down  ui  his  deposition  delivered  to  their  lord-  4 The  10th  of  August,  the  grand  fleet  sailed 
ships,  and  signed  by  him,  no  notice  is  taken  of  from  Portsmouth,  hut  took  no  merchant  ships 
them  in  this  report.  The  merchants  also  de-  under  their  convoy.  The  merchants  having 
sired,  that  notice  might  be  taken  of  the  Gazette  continued  petitioning,  till  about  the  latter  end  of 
ol  the  8th  of  May  last.  September,  then  told  the  Prince's  council  in 

* The  merchants  instanced  in  the  convoy  plain  terms,  that  if  they  did  not  grant  a convoy 
which  went  with  the  king  of  Portugal’s  horses,  immediately,  the  goods  aboard  their  ships  would 
and  many  other  merchants  ships,  which  were  inevitably  perish  in  port.  At  that  time  they 
attacked  the  10th  of  October  last,  by  the  Dun-  promised  the  Norfolk  and  Warspight;  the 
kirk  and  Brest  squadrons  joined  together,  who  merchants  prayed  a small  ship  might  be  added 
burnt  one  of  our  men  of  war,  and  took  three  to  see  their  ships  safe  along  the  coasts  of  For- 
others, with  about  30  of  our  merchant  ships,  tugnl,  hut  that  was  denied;  and  the  Prince’s 
To  shew  ibis,  the  merchants  produced  the  council  told  them,  the  Warspight  had  orders 
Gazette  of  the  3d  Nov.  1707.  Tliese  several  to  that  purpose. 

convoys  having  been  thus  attacked  in  the  4 The  merchants  acquainted  them,  that  so 
soundings  and  channel  in  less  than  a year  and  large  a ship  at  that  season  durst  not  venture  so 
» ball,  the  merchants  insisted,  was  a convinc-  near  the  shore,  as  was  necessary  to  protect  the 
“•gpr^of  of  their  insufficiency.  trade  from  privateers  lying  near  the  shore; 

* The  second  Head  of  Complaint  wa«,  of  the  and  did  also  represent  the  danger  to  which  the 
peat  discouragement  and  prejudic  e to  Trade,  main  fleet  of  merchant  ships,  bound  for  Lisbon, 
by  (he  merchants  being  under  a necessity  of  would  be  exposed,  if  tliey  proceeded  with  a 
waiting  so  long  for  convoys,  whereby  their  single  man  of  war;  but  this  was  not  regarded ; 
charges  were  exceedingly  increased,  great  | so  the  merchants  were  forced  to  submit,  having 
diouge,  happened  to  their  cargoes,  and  their  some  chance  for  saving  their  cargoes,  if  the, 
®»tketswere  lost.  The,  said,  if  an,  of  their  proceeded;  whereas  they  had  none,  if  the, 

happened  to  escape  the  enemy  in  their  continued  longer  in  port ; for  not  only  their 
return  home,  their  losses  w ere  much  heightened  coni  would  be  spoiled,  hut  all  their  woollen 
v?  their  long  lying  for  a convoy  in  the  river;  manufactures  were  in  danger  of  decaying  b, 
*mch,  though  very  much  and  long  complained  tl;e  heating  of  their  corn,  as  had  been  often  ex- 
°s  seldom  met  with  any  redress.  perieuced. 

, ‘ instance  of  the  damages  arising  by  ‘ Soon  after,  a report  came,  that  a French 
1 * delay  of  convoys,  was,  that  several  of  our  squadron  was  cruising  in  the  Channel,  and  an 
nwrehants  had  orders  in  July,  1104,  for  buying  embargo  thereupon  was  laid  on  that  fleet.  The 
Cot  quantities  of  corn  for  the  King  of  For-  Portugal  merchants  drew  up  a remonstrance, 
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representing  the  great  hardships  they  had  suf- 
fered : but  it  happened  at  the  same  time,  w hen 
the  remonstrance  was  presented  to  the  Prince's 
council,  news  came,  that  some  Dutch  home- 
ward bound  West  India  ships,  meeting  with 
contrary  winds  in  tlic  Channel,  had  been  taken 
for  French,  and  were  put  into  Portsmouth. 
Upon  this,  the  merchants  pressed  they  might 
proceed  without  delay,  the  cause  of  the  cm* 
cargo  being  removed  : but  the  Board  secincd 
displeased  with  their  remonstrance,  and  told 
them,  the  embargo  had  been  laid  by  the  Prince, 
and  could  not  be  taken  olT  without  his  direc- 
tion ; and  that  iiis  highness  being  then  at  New- 
market, it  must  take  up  time  before  such  an 
order  could  be  se.it;  but,  if  they  would  stay  a 
„ w eek  longer,  the  Exeter  should  he  added  to  the 
convoy,  and  the  Nassau,  if  she  could  get  up  in 
time  ; to  which  several  of  the  merchants  did 
agree,  and  were  obliged  by  the  Board  to  sign  a 
i paper  to  that  purpose. 

* The  fleet  sailed  the  18th  Oct.  with  the  Nor- 
folk, Warspight,  and  Exeter,  but  the  Nassau 
did  not  join:  which  the  met  chants  said,  was 
only  for  want  of  necessary  orders  ; for  the  fleet  j 
was  not  under  sail  till  three  of  the  clock  in  the  ! 
afternoon,  and  the  Nussau  came  to  Spithead  ! 
before  night. 

‘ By  reason  of  the  insufficiency  of  this  con-  I 
voy,  several  ships  were  taken  out  of  the  fleet 
near  Portland  ; and  afterwards  the  fleet  meet- 
ing with  bad  weather  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  the 
Warspight  and  Exeter  came  back  disabled: 
whereas  the  merchant  ships  (except  some  few, 
which  had  fallen  foul  upon  each  otiier)  proceeded 
to  Lisbon  with  the  Norfolk  only  : but  several 
more  ships  were  lost  out  of  the  fleet  by  the 
weakness  of  the  convoy,  and  two  men  of  war, 
out  of  three,  being  disabled,  mid  forced  to  re- 
turn, they  thought  it  reasonable  to  conclude  it 
could  not  be  without  some  considerable  defects 
in  the  ships,  when  they  went  out. 

* Another  instance  insisted  upon,  wa^  that  a 
^reat  number  of  merchant  ships  having  gotten 
into  Portsmouth  from  Jamaica,  Virgiuia,  New 
England,  Antigua,  Lisbon,  and  other  parts,  in 
December,  1706,  as  also  many  coasters ; all 
these  were  detained  there  for  want  of  convoy 
to  the  Downs,  from  that  time  to  the  21th  of 
April  following,  being  between  four  aud  five 
months,  altliough  frequent  applications  were 
made  to  ttePrince’s  council,  for  convoy  to  tlie 
Downs,  from  the  masters  there, and  the  owners 
at  London,  and  many  promises  given  ; and  yet 
during  that  time,  inaay  of  her  majesty's  ships 
lay  there  in  harbour,  and  several  men  of  war 
passed  by  from  Plymouth,  without  calling  for 
the  merchant  ships  which  lay  there.  Sir  Tho- 
mas 1 lardy,  with  the  East  India  ships,  and  other 
ship*,  from  Ireland,  passed  by  without  calling  in. 

* When  these  merchant  ships  came  into 
Portsmouth,  the  Southampton  lay  ready  fitted 
at  Spithead,  and  continued  there  two  months 
at  least,  and  the  Anglesea  lay  there  a consider- 
able time  ready  fitted.  During  this  time,  seve- 
ral frigates  sailed  from  Portsmouth,  and  cruised 
up  as  for  as  Dungenew,  within  seven  leagues  of 


the  Downs,  but,  fo*  want  of  orders,  took  u« 
ships  with  them.  Whilst  these  ships  lay  there 
for  want  of  convoy,  there  were  at  Spithead  ike 
following  men  of  war,  many  of  which  lay  there 
a considerable  time:  viz,-  The  Anglesea,  South 
nmpton,  Swaltsure,  Warspight,  Severn,  Port- 
land,  lluby,*Fevershain,  August,  Nassau,  and 
the  Albemarle,  Reserve,  Dover,  Rannlhes,  Suo- 
Prize,  and  two  fifth  rates.  Sume  of  these  (it 
was  hoped,  during  the  westerly  winds,  which 
were  very  frequent)  might  have  been  ordered 
to  have  seen  these  ships,  being  about  50  or  60 
sail,  to  the  Downs,  which  was  within  about  16 
hours  saiL  All  this  while  the  merchants  lay  at 
great  charges,  besides  the  damage  to  their  car- 
goes, and  die -loss  of  many  of  their  voyages  for 
the  following  season. 

* About  the  10th  of  February,  the  Ruby  and 
Petersham,  appointed  as  a convoy  for  them, 
gave  sailing  orders,  but  were  again  counter- 
manded, and  the  Ruby  went  into  the  dock  to 
clean.  Afterwards,  upon  further  importunity, 
the  August  was  ordered  to  join  the  Rub;  sod 
Feversham ; but  instead  of  going  for  the  Doans, 
they  went  first  to  fetch  the  coasters  from  Top- 
sham,  and  then  came  to  call  for  the  shij*  a* 
Portsmouth. 

* About  the  beginning  of  October,  1706,  Mr. 
Coward  and  Mr.  Jones  let  several  ships  19 
freight  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Victualiic; 
Office,  for  the  queen's  service  direedy  to  Ja- 
maica : being  told,  the  convoy  waited  for  them, 
they  were  bound  by  charter-party  to  be  at  the 
Nore  the  15th  of  November  following,  oo  pe- 
nalty of  5r.  per  ton  freight.  Their  ships  wtti 
ready,  and  the  wind  was  fair,  but  they  wade 
tained  for  the  convoy,  and  carried  from  p!ar* 
to  place,  from  the  Downs  to  Portsmouth,  tbccc* 
to  Plymouth,  thence  to  Ireland,  thence  to  Bar- 
bados and  Antigua,  staying  at  each  place,  ^ 
that  they  arrived  not  at  Jamaica  ull  the  Srdol 
June  last,  to  the  rum  of  their  voyage,  and  their 
ships,  of  which  they  just  then  had  an  accoant, 
that  they  are  lately  come  back  to  Ireland. 

‘ Mr.  Coward,  the  11th  Feb.  last,  la*  t0 
freight  to  the  Commissioners  of  Victualing  »n 
the  queen's  service  for  Lisbon,  the  Waltham- 
stow galley,  (and  as  he  was  bound  by  charter- 
party,  under  the  same  penalty)  was  ready 
the  ist  of  March  last,  but  was  detained  till  u* 
end  of  August,  before  he  sailed  from  EneUiw. 

* Captain  Kerr  appointed  all  the  ships  at . - 
maica  to  be  ready  to  sail  the  1st  of  August  !*». 
but  then  he  made  them  wait  till  the  iOw  o 
August,  and  after,  with  his  convoy,  W* 

all  when  at  sea. 

‘ Mr.  Palmer,  in  1705,  had  a part  in  » Jriptf 
called  the  Ruby,  laden  with  corn  and  > e 
goods  for  Lisbon ; and,  in  oompnny 
otliers,  was  convoyed  from  the  Downs  to  “on** 
mouth,  by  the  Litchfield  prize; 
orders,  she  could  not  see  them  at  HymmJ  j 
about  12  hours  sail  further,  where  they  ' 
have  joined  sir  Clondrsly  Shovel’s  fleet,  «*>»' 


for  Portugal.  Upon  this,  the 


many  petitions  to  the  Prince’s  p°un9^  " 
together  with  the  answers,  (being  dirt 
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fujals)  were  inserted  in  his  deposition.  Mr. 
Palmer,  in  person,  afterwards,  in  the  name  of 
tbe  several  merchants,  attended  the  Prince's 
council,  and  represented,  that,  without  speedy 
relief,  all  the  com  aboard  the  ships  would  be 
spoiled;  but  the  answer  was,  That  no  convoy 
could  be  granted ; and  at  lost,  by  a violent 
storm  the  10th  of  August,  about  20  sail  of  these 
were  cast  away,  and  amongst  them  the  Ruby, 
worth  At  least,  7,000/. 

‘ For  a farther  evidence,  the  merchants  pro- 
duced to  their  lordships  the  Gazette  of  the  1st 
of  May  1707,  and  shewed  the  paragraph  from 
Osteud,  in  which  are  these  words  : ‘ A llect  of 
‘ merchant  ships,  which  lay  five  months  in  the 

* Downs,  consisting  of  55  sail,  arrived  at  Ostend 

* this  evening,  to  the  great  advantage  and  satis- 
1 faction  of  this  place.'  This  the  merchants 
observed  was  a great  delay  for  so  short  a pas- 
sage, and  must  extremely  prejudice  the  Flanders 
trade,  wliich  the  parliament  thought  fit  to  en- 
courage, by  passing  an  act  the  last  session  for 
repealing  the  prohibition  of  importing  lace. 

4 A third  Ground  of  the  merchants'  Com- 
plaint was,  That  by  tbe  untimely  and  unsea- 
sonable proceeding  of  convoys,  especially  to 
the  West-Indies,  they  were  very  great  sufferers 
upon  many  accounts.  By  arriving  there  at  an 
improper  lime,  in  the  hot,  &ultry,  and  rainy 
reasons,  a great  mortality  is  occasioned  among 
the  seamen,  which  proves  a loss  of  their 
voyages,  for  want  of  hands  to  bring  home  their 
dup*,  or  put  them  to  vast  charges  to  purchase 
tuen  there.  The  same  cause  obliges  the 
traders  to  the  West  Indies  to  return  in  the 
Winter  time,  when  they  commonly  meet  with 
stormy  and  foggy  weather,  which  is  often  the 
occasion  of  their  separation  from  their  convey ; 
*h  j being  well  manned,  and  crowding  all  the 
soil  they  can,  out  sail  the  merchant  ships,  being 
(tor  the  reasons  aforesaid)  generally  but  weakly 
manned,  and  so  are  left  in  distress  to  the  mercy 
of  the  enemy,  or  the  seas,  for  want  of  a little 
conduct  in  tbe  convoys  in  shortening  sails,  aad 
takiugcare  of  them. 

4 An  instance  of  this  was  aliedged  in  the 
fleet  now  missing  from  Jamaica,  which  catne 
uodrr  convoy  of  captain  Kerr,  with  three  men 
•f  war,  the  Breda,  the  Sunderland,  and  the 
Experiment,  and  a fire-ship  ; one  of  which, 
the  Sunderland,  came  alone  to  Portsmouth,  the 
Breda,  and  the  fire-ship,  to  Plymouth,  and  the 
Experiment  afterwards  to  Spithead,  but  not 
one  merchant-man,  except  a small  ship  to  Bris- 
tol 

* The  merchants  observed  that  if  the  convoy 
had  fired  guns,  at  tacking  in  the  night,  or  used 
any  other  reasonable  care,  they  could  hardly 
have  lost  a whole  fleet  of  aliove  twenty  sail. 
They  observed  also,  That  the  convoy  were  all 
cometo  Portsmouth  or  Plymouth,  and  yet  Mr. 
Kerr  himself  had  wrote  from  Plymouth,  that, 
jq  case  of  separation,  the  rendezvous  was  to 
have  been  in  Ireland. 

‘The  Jamaica  merchants  complain,  That 
dwv  had  long  lain  under  great  discourage- 
ments. That  about  October,  1705,  they  ap- 
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plied  themselves  to  the  Prince's  council,  com-* 
plaining  of  the  many  losses  in  their  fleet  the 
preceding  year,  which  had  to  a great  degree 
disabled  them  from  sending  another  that  year  : 
But  that  however,  depending  upon  the  then  re- 
peated assurances,  that  they  should  have  a suf- 
ficient convoy  to  depart  early,  and  more  par- 
ticularly, upon  an  order  sent  iroin  that  board  to 
the  Jamaica  Coflec-IIouse,  That  the  merchants 
should  get  their  ships  ready  to  depart  by  the 
20tli  of  January,  at  farthest  ; they  had  pre- 
vailed with  sundry  persons  to  let  their  ships  go 
to  Jamaica.  Accordingly,  ships  vs  ere  fitted  out 
with  great  expedition,  and  men  hired  at  extra- 
vagant wages.  But,  after  all  those  fair  prorai 
ses,  their  ships,  thus  fitted,  lay  almost  two 
months  beyond  the  time  prefixed,  for  want  of  a 
convoy. 

* The  21st  of  March,  the  merchants,  as  men 
in  despair,  reciting  the  former  assurances  given 
them,  petitioned  his  royal  highness,  that  their 
ships  might  depart  with  the  first  squadron  bound 
out  of  their  channel  ; adding,  That  if  that 
fleet  should  miscarry  by  their  late  going  out, 
and  return,  they  desponded  of  getting  ships  to 
carry  on  the  trade  the  succeeding  year. 

‘ llowbeir,  that  fleet  was  detained  till  the 
beginning  of  May,  and  the  ill  success  too  well 
answered  the  merchants’  apprehensions  ; for 
the  greatest  part  of  the  fleet,  being  separated 
from  their  convoy  in  their  return,  were  lost. 

* That  by  these  and  many  other  hardships, 
the  Jamaica  Trade  is  brought  to  so  low  a state, 
that  whereas  at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  their 
fleets  home,  have  consisted  of  30  or  40  sail, 
when  they  were  lately  informed  by  the  Prince’* 
council,  that  a sufficient  convoy  should  be 
ready  to  depart  with  their  fleet  in  a proper  time, 
they  were  obliged  to  acquaint  the  board,  that 
they  had  now  but  two  ships  in  loading. 

* They  also  said,  That,  without  some  speedy 
remedy,  they  should  be  quite  disabled  to  make 
any  farther  efforts,  to  carry  on  the  hopeful 
Trade  begun  to  the  Spanish  West  Indies  : upon 
account  whereof  more  woollen  and  other  Eng- 
lish manufactures  were  shipped  to  Jamaica  for 
that  Trade,  than  laid  been  in  several  years  be- 
fore. 

* In  respect  to  the  Virginia  Trade  ; In  Oct. 
1705  some  ships  sailed  for  Virginia,  under  con- 
voy of  the  Woolwich  and  Advice,  who  were 
ordered  to  stay  there  till  reinforced  from  Eng- 
land ; and  the  merchants  were  then  promised, 
that  the  Greenwich  and  the  Hazardous ‘should 
sail  with  the  first  fair  wind  in  January  follow- 
ing ; but  those  ships  did  not  sail  till  May,  1706. 
This  delay  was  the  cause  they  did  uol  reach 
Virginia  (ill  August;  at  which  time  the  great- 
est part  of  their  fleet  had  been  sixteen  months 
in  their  voyage.  By  this  length  of  the  voyage, 
their  whole  freight  was  expended  in  wages, 
victuals,  and  other  incident  charges.  2.  The 
ships  lying  there  almost  two  whole  summers, 
several  of  their  bottoms  were  perished  by  the 
worms,  which  in  those  parts  always  eat  in  the 
summer  months.  S.  To  compleat  their  mis- 
fortune, they  w ire  forced  to  make  a winter  pas- 
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sage  home,  and  by  the  badness  of  the  weather, 
&c.  sixteen  or  more  ships  were  sunk  or  foun- 
dered in  the  sea,  and  abont  eight  thousand 
hogsheads  of  tobacco  lost,  other  ships  with 
above  two  thousand  hogsheads  of  tobacco  more, 
were  taken  and  carried  into  France ; and 
divers  ships  were  forced  bock  to  America,  and 
since  returning  without  convoy,  are  lost,  and 
not  heard  of. 

‘The  particulars  of  these  losses  are  annexed 
to  the  Depositions  given  in  by  the  merchants, 
and  thereby  it  is  alledged,  That  the  public 
revenue  has  suffered  above  150,000/.,  besides 
the  very  great  less  to  the  particular  persons 
concerned. 

‘It  having  been  the  last  winter  represented 
by  the  Commissioners  for  Trade,  That  it  was 
necessary  a convoy  should  go  to  Virginia  in 
the  spring,  to  fetch  the  ships  which  should  be 
there,  and  that  they  should  stay  there  20  days 
after  dieir  arrival,  to  collect  them  the  better 
together;  a great  body  of  ships  which  had 
taken  stores,  tec.  for  Lisbon,  upon  her  ma- 
jesty’s account,  were  thereby  eucouraged  to  go 
from  thence  to  Virginia,  and  many  other  ships 
went  from  London  directly.  But  most  of 
these  remained  in  Virginia  in  September  last, 
expecting  this  convoy,  and  will  now  he  ob- 
liged to  come  home  without  convoy  in  the 
winter  season : for  though  the  last  spring  her 
majesty  in  council  ordered  a convoy  to  he 
ready  in  August,  to  go  for  Virginia,  yet  they 
still  remain  at  Portsmouth.  By  this  the  Vir- 
ginia ships  will  be  forced  to  lie  all  summer  in 
Virginia,  and  come  home  again  in  the  winter, 
and  thereby  not  only  the  merchants  losses  and 
damages  will  be  very  great,  and  the  revenue 
suffer  much,  but  there  is  aboard  this  fleet,  far 
greater  quantities  of  die  woollen  manufacture, 
for  the  winter  cloalhing  of  that  country,  than 
has  been  usually  sent  to  those  parts,  which 
now  cannot  arrive  till  the  winter  be  over,  and 
the  market  pnst;  and  necessity  will  justify  those 
people  for  undertaking  our  manufactures, 
w hich  many  of  them  have  already  fallen  into  : 
the  ill  consequences  of  which  the  merchants 
submitted  to  the  consideration  of  their  lord- 
ships.  They  also  said,  That,  for  some  years 
past,  there  had  been  no  frigate  appointed  to 
take  care  of  the  Virginia  coast,  for  want  of 
which,  many  ships  have  been  taken,  going  in, 
and  coming  out,  by  the  French  privateers. 
These  merchants  prayed  their  lordships  to  use 
some  means,  that  the  coasts  of  Virginia  may 
be  guarded,  proper  convoys  appointed,  and 
the  merchants  have  due  notice  thereof,  and 
that  then  they  might  neither  be  delayed  nor 
diverted,  and  that  the  admiral's  protection 
might  stand  good,  till  the  ships  were  arrived 
in  ilie  proper  ports  of  discharge.  A fourth 
Head  of  the  Merchants'  Compiaint  was,  the 
great  want  of  cruisers  in  the  Channel  and 
Soundings.  Mr.  John  Wood  informed  their 
lordships,  That  in  the  space  of  16  months  last 
past,  he  had  been  concerned  as  owner  and 
freighter  of  several  ships  that  loaded  corn  in 
the  port  of  Shorthorn  in  Sussex  for  Holland 


and  Lisbon.  The  Union  frigate  was  ready  to 
sail  for  Portsmouth  in  October,  1706,  but  the 
coast  was  so  infested  by  privateers,  that  she 
could  not,  without  apparent  danger,  proceed 
in  Portsmouth,  though  only  eight  or  ten  leagues 
distant : thereupon  he  and  other  owner*,  ia 
like  circumstances,  made  frequent  application 
to  the  Prince’s  council,  for  a man  oi  war  to 
convoy  those  ships,  but  they  from  time  to  time 
delayed  to  order  any  ship  to  call  at  Shoreham. 
lie  said,  that  upon  application  the  Princes 
council  told  them,  that  they  had  only  some 
third-rate  men  of  war,  too  large  to  lie  on  that 
coast,  except  a frigate  of  about  26  guns,  which 
admiral  Mitchell  said  they  might  have ; hut 
admiral  Churchill  said,  if  she  was  sent,  she 
would  certainly  be  taken.  At  last  Mr.  Wood 
despairing  of  assistance,  after  waiting  six 
mouths  (the  ship  lying  at  great  charges,  and 
having  on  board  a perishing  commodity)  not- 
withstanding the  apparent  hazard,  directed  the 
ship  should  sail  for  Portsmouth,  hut  they  acre 
soon  clntsed  by  three  privateers,  and  thereupon 
got  under  the  guns  of  Brighthelmston,  but 
found  little  protection  there,  the  guns  being 
not  in  order,  and  there  being  no  powder  to 
charge  them:  but  night  coming  on,  and  the 
weather  bad,  and  the  privateers  standing  oif 
to  sea,  the  Union  frigate,  by  the  favour  of  the 
night,  weighed  and  stood  for  the  Downs,  and 
by  the  dawning  of  the  day  was  got  up  with 
Beachy-head,  but  there  fell  in  with  several  pi> 
vatcers,  who  chased  her  under  the  guns  o! 
Hastings,  where  then  lay  a tender  to  a man  of 
war,  with  about  an  100  impressed  men,  which 
durst  not  stir  out,  either  for  the  Downs  or 
Portsmouth,  for  fear  of  the  French  privateer*, 
which  were  very  numerous  on  the  coast,  and 
almost  constantly  cruising  between  Beadiey* 
head  and  Shoreham,  without  interruption  from 
our  men  of  war.  Some  days  after,  a convoy 
coming  from  the  westward  with  souie  ships,  the 
Union  frigate  joined  them,  and  got  into  the 
Downs.  The  same  Mr.  Wood,  in  the  month* 
of  April,  May  and  June  last,  was  concerned 
in  several  other  ships  freighted  with  com, 
in  the  same  port  of  Shoreham,  for  Lisbon  and 
Holland;  but  then  also  he  did  not  dare  to 
suffer  his  ships  to  stir  out,  the  coast  continuing 
still  infested  with  French  privateers.  There 
was  also,  at  that  time,  in  the  same  harbour,  » 
vessel  laden  with  timber  for  the  use  of  ilienaty, 
which  was  said  to  have  lain  there  12  or  13 
months  for  want  of  convoy  to  Portsmouth. 
At  ln;t,  upon  frequent  applications  to  the 
Prince’s  council,  a convoy  *vas  sent,  and  the 
ships  went  out ; but  soon  after  they  had  joined, 
the  convoy  run  away,  and  left  the  ships,  upon  a 
report  that  the  Dunkiik  squadron  was  upon 
the  coast,  and  the  ships  were  pursued  by  Prl’ 
vateers,  and  with  great  difficulty  got  to  Ports- 
mouth. The  privateers  cnotiuuiug  to  i|1,e»J 
the  coast  ns  much  ns  ever,  Mr  Wood  refused 
t'»  he  farther  concerned  from  the  port  of  Shore- 
hum,  imd  has  not  heard  of  any  corn  exported 
since  that  time  from  that  harbour,  which  is  a 
great  impoverishment  to  the  country  there- 
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a bouts,  the  price  of  corn  there  being  20  or  25  between  them  and  him,  and  seven  more  in 
per  cent,  cheaper  than  at  any  other  places  sight.  The  30th,  a Dutch  doi^er  was  chased 
which  lye  nearer  Portsmouth.  Mr.  Thomas  in  there  by  seven  privateers.  The  5th  of  Nov. 
Palmer  deposed,  That  within  three  years  he  a sloop  came  into  that  harbour,  which  had  been 
ha*  lost  to  the  enemy  in  the  Channel  and  taken  and  ransomed  coming  from  Lisbon,  and 
Soundings,  a large  pan  in  three  running  gal-  afterwards  boarded  and  plundered  by  several 
leys,  outward  bound  to  the  Streights,  und  in  Trench  privateers  in  the  channel.  The  master 
six  weeks  time,  has  lost  as  much  coming  home,  of  the  sloop  gave  an  account  that  three  priva- 
oa  would  have  paid  l»er  majesty  some  thousand  teers  were  lying  off  the  Isle  of  Wight,  three  off 
pounds  custom.  The  Pilgrim  galley,  ladpn  of  Beackoy,  and  live  or  six  others  off  of  Rye. 
with  fish,  was  taken  in  the  Soundings,  by  three  The  3th  of  November,  six  sail  of  French 
large  privateers.  The  Providence  galley,  laden  ships,  and  a sloop  lay  in  sight  of  Rye,  and 
with  our  manufactory,  and  some  lish,  lead  and  the  sloop  was  come  within  a mile  of  the 
tin,  bound  to  the  Streights,  worth  near  10,000/.  harbour,  right  in  the  Channel.  The  15th,  a 
was  taken  off  of  Dun ge ness  some  few  hours  gentleman  that  rode  along  the  coast  saw  Four- 
sail  from  the  Downs,  by  three  or  four  large  bin’s  squadron,  and  several  privateers  cruising 
Duokirkers.  The  Mead  galley  and  Fly  galley,  off  of  Beachey.  The  17th,  another  master 
going  out  m March  last  in  company  with  the  saw  eight  sail  of  French  ships  off  the  Downs, 
London  galley,  they  were  chased  off’  of  who  were  sending  their  scouts  very  frequently 
Beachey-head  by  three  privateers,  who  took  to  observe  what  was  a doing, 
the  two  first,  the  London  narrowly  escaping,  4 The  merchants  desired  to  submit  it  to  the 
as  he  was  informed  from  Plymouth  by  the  consideration  of  the  House,  if  there  be  a proba- 
master,  who  informed  him  in  the  same  letter,  bility  of  carryiug  on  trade  under  such  difficult 
that  a neutral  ship  put  in  there,  and  had  been  circumstances. 

boarded  above  a dozen  times  in  one  day  by  4 Captaiu  Winter  came  in  the  King  William 
French  privateers.  galley  tlie  14th  of  March  last  from  Gibraltar, 

4 The  15th  of  the  same  March,  several  raer-  in  company  of  the  Pearl,  the  Hanover,  and 
chants  made  a remonstance  of  their  losses  to  the  Lodingtoo  galleys,  and  at  the  Streights 
the  Prince’s  council,  who  told  them.  They  were  mouth  they  joined  the  Sea-Horse  and  the  Sun- 
not  to  expect  convoy  for  their  tunning  galleys:  derland.  The  31st  of  March,  they  were  pur- 

They  replied,  they  did  not,  but  desired  cruisers  sued  by  four  sail,  but  escaped  them  by  tacking 
might  be  appointed  for  the  Channel  and  Sound-  in  the  night.  Upon  the  9th  oi'  April,  they  had 
ing*,  the  running-galleys  being  now  the  vessels  sight  of  Beachey-llead,  and  soon  alter  five  sail 
which  chiefly  earned  on  trade;  and  that  if  of  privateers,  lying  under  the  land,  bore  down 
some  better  care  were  not  taken,  even  the  men  upon  them,  who  all  made  the  best  o!  their  way; 
of  war  would  be  in  danger  in  the  Channel,  but  the  Lodington  and  the  Sunderland  were 
The  merchants  were  directed  to  leave  their  re-  taken,  and  the  Hanover  and  king  William  were 
monstrance,  that  it  might  be  looked  into  at  a pursued  within  two  leagues  o!  Dovcr-Castle, 
full  board,  but  it  had  no  effect : The  same  and  the  privateers  would  have  followed  them 
vessel,  the  Loudon,  going  out  in  company  of  into  the  road,  had  they  uot  seen  a great  ship  a- 
tbe  Handiside  and  Fleet  galley,  the  London  was  head  of  them,  standing  in  for  that  place.  And 
taken,  and  the  Handistdc  blown  up  in  a fight  off  though  the  enemies  cruise  iu  such  great  num- 
of  (lie  Lizard,  and  the  Fleet  galley  only  bers,  that  it  is  very  hard  for  any  English  ships 
escaped.  bound  homeward  to  escape,  yet  captain  Winter 

* The  Antelope  galley,  laden  with  lead,  tar,  said,  he  did  not  see  one  English  cruiser  through- 
ami  stock- fish  for  the  Streights,  wl*s  chased  off  out  his  whole  voyage. 

of  Beachey-bead,  by  the  Lyme  and  Gosport  ‘ Mr.  William  Wood,  in  order  to  satisfy  their 

men  of  war,  under  Dutch  colours  ; the  master  lordsliips  that  few  or  no  cruisers  had  been  em- 
taking  them  to  be  enemies,  made  the  best  of  ployed,  gave  an  account  of  many  ship*  taken 
his  way  for  Hastings;  then  the  men  of  war  and  attacked  at  sundry  times,  some  within  a 
hoisted  English  colours,  but  the  master  not  few  hours  sail  of  the  river  Thames,  viz. 

trusting  to  colours,  unfortunately  ran  the  4 Off  Beachey  or  Dungeness  in  December, 

galley  ashore : This  accident  cost  above  100/.  1706,  Dove  galley,  Phamix,  Mary  galley,  Betty 

to  get  her  into  Rye,  and  above  twice  as  mnch  galley,  taken  in  company  of  the  Pearl  galley, 
since,  upon  the  account  of  loss  of  lime,  she  Lewis,  Greyhound  escaped, 
being  detained  there  by  the  swarms  of  privateers,  4 Off  Plymouth  in  December  and  January, 

as  appears  by  several  of  the  master’s  letters  of  Volant,  Hurdis,  George,  Berkeley  galley,  taken 
the  dates  following.  together.  Tuscan  and  Page  escaped. 

4 The  15th  of  Gkrt.,  there  were  two  privateers  4 Off  Dungeness  in  January,  Trumbull 
and  a snow  off  that  harbour.  The  17th,  galley,  taken  with  15,000  pieces  of  eight  on 
two  privateers  off  that  harbour.  The  22nd  board. 

two  ships  of  30  guns  within  three  miles  4 Off  Dungeness  in  March,  Mead  galley, 
of  the  harbour.  The  24th,  four  French  Fly  galley,  taken.  The  London  at  that  time 
men  of  war  at  anclior  within  sight  of  the  escaped. 

town.  The  28th,  a fleet  passed  by,  with  4 Off  Beachey-Hcod  in  March,  Anne  galley, 
which  the  master  would  have  joined,  but  could  Eagle,  taken.  Neptune, Phtcuix,  Alary, Hooker, 
cot,  because  there  lay  three  trench  privateers  escaped. 
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‘ In  April,  1707,  Sunderland,  Lodington, 
taken  in  company  of  the  Sea-Horse,  Pearl 
galley,  Hanover,  King  William,  escaped. 

4 In  1704,  few  or  no  ships  arrived  safe  for 
want  of  proper  cruisers.  The  Jamaica  traders 
lost  14  ships  in  the  Soundings  and  Channel. 

1 Sir  George  Byng  and  Admiral  Jennings  in 
January,  1704-5,  were  at  sea  cruising  till  Octo- 
ber following,  during  which  time  the  English 
•hips  were  protected,  and  twenty  sail  of  the 
enemies  privateers  and  merchant  ships  were 
taken,  but  from  that  time  till  October  or  No- 
vember 1706,  very  few  ships  were  cruising.— 
Then  Sir  Thomas  Hardy  sailed  with  five  men 
of  war,  which  all  returned  in  5 or  6 weeks,  and 
soon  after  sailed  for  Ireland,  and  returned  to 
the  Downs  in  February  or  March,  since  which 
time  the  merchants  have  had  no  knowledge  of 
any  ships  crushing  till  September,  1707. — Mr. 
Wood  told  their  lordships,  that  the  account  he 
gave,  was  the  best  he  was  able  to  procure  of 
the  number  of  Crnizers  employed,  and  the  time 
they  have  been  in  service  since  October,  1705. 
Thomas  Pipon,  commander  of  the  Elizabeth 
galley,  said,  that  being  bound  for  London  from  j 
Taro,  he  had  sight  of  Beachy  the  22d  of  No- 
vember last,  there  he  spied  three  sail  to  the 
Eastward  of  him,  mid  stood  from  them,  but  soon 
after  seeing  three  more  near  his  wake,  and  hav- 
ing tried  their  sailing,  and  finding  he  could  by 
no  means  cs?ape,  lie  being  so  encompassed,  he 
ran  his  ship  on  shore  at  East-Bourn,  on  the 
coast  of  Sussex,  in  hopes  of  some  assistance ; 
but  two  of  the  privateers  came  and  anchored 
within  pistol  shot  of  the  ship,  and,  by  firing 
forced  the  ships  company  to  get  on  shore,  after 
the  best  defence  they  could  make,  having 
first  endeavoured  to  disable  the  ship,  and  put 
fire  to  some  of  the  sails;  but  the  enemy  was 
so  near,  that  they  soon  extinguished  the  fire; 
and,  by  the  help  of  the  rising  water,  got  off  the 
Elizabeth  galley  and  carried  her  away. 

* Mr.  Pipon  said,  that  while  he  stayed  at 
Eastbourn,  which  was  two  days,  he  saw  six  or 
•even  privateers  cruising  off  and  on,  several 
very  near  the  shore;  and  was  informed  by  the 
people  of  the  place,  that,  for  four  or  five  weeks 
past,  they  had  seen  French  privateers  almost 
every  day,  sometimes  to  the  number  of  sixteen, 
but  mostly  eight  or  ten  of  tliem,  and  some  of 
good  force. — He  said,  by  reason  of  their  great 
numbers,  and  cruising  in  the  narrow  of  the 
Channel,  it  is  very  difficult  for  any  ships  to 
avoid  falling  into  their  hands,  especially  since 
there  are  no  good  harbours  or  forts  to  suc- 
cour them,  nigh  that  place;  and  the  enemy’s 
harbours  of  Dunkirk  and  Calais  are  so  near, 
and  so  few  English  cruisers  in  the  Channel  to 
intercept  the  said  privateers  and  their  prizes, 
which  makes  the  ships  companies  be  altoge- 
ther tor  running  on  shore  to  save  their  liber- 
ties. 

* Captain  George  Guillaume  told  their  Lord- 
ships, that  in  his  last  voyage  from  St.  Ubes  to 
London,  in  the  ketch  Concord,  on  Sunday  the 
16th  of  November  last,  he  was  forced,  by  con- 
trary winds, into  Falmouth  harbour;  the  next' 


day  he  saw  three  French  privateers  take  a 
Dutch  ship  within  three  miles  of  Pendennis 
Castle.  On  Thursday  he  left  Falmouth,  and 
on  Friday  he  saw  two  vessels  which  chased  him 
into  Fresh  Water  Bay  in  the  Isle  of  Wight;  but, 
night  coming  on,  and  the  weather  very  black, 
he  escaped  betwixt  the  land  and  the  ships.  On 
Saturday  the  22d,  he  made  Beachy- Head;  and, 
as  soon  us  it  was  day,  saw  a French  privateer 
under  his  lee ; and  soon  after,  saw  two  at  his 
stern,  and  three  more  at  his  lee,  and  two  more 
a breast  of  him,  which  made  him  resolve  to  run 
his  vessel  on  sliQre,  being  very  near  land.  Upon 
this,  the  privateers  put  up  English  colours, 
which  made  him  forbear  for  some  tune  to  run 
his  ship  ashore;  but  one  of  them  putting  all 
his  sails  out,  und  coming  upon  him,  he  ground- 
ed his  vessel,  and  disabled  her  all  hecould,  that 
they  might  not  curry  her  off,  and  then  went 
ashore  at  a place  called  Pevensev,  and  weut  to 
the  town  and  got  some  assistance.  The  priva- 
teer came  to  an  anchor,  and  fired  upon  them, 
and  the  shot  went  above  an  half  a mile  intotbc 
country.  He  said,  if  they  had  any  great  guns, 
they  might  have  saved  their  vessel;  for  it  was 
above  five  hours  before  the  privateer  had  her 
afloat. 

* The  two  following  days  (which  was  the 
time  he  stayed  there)  he  saw  from  the  shore  six 
privateers.  He  affirmed,  that  in  his  whole 
passage  he  did  not  see  any  English  man  of  war. 

* The  merchants  rave  an  account  of  the  vast 
advantage  of  the  Mediterranean  trade,  which, 
for  a considerable  time,  had  been  carried  on 
with  great  success,  by  nimble  galleys,  without 
putting  the  government  to  the  charge  of  con- 
voys. 

4 Mr.  Gould  informed,  that  beside  the 
Turkey  trade,  and  trade  from  several  other 
places  in  the  Mediterranean,  the  customs  of 
Leghorn,  Venice,  and  Genoa,  did  amount  to 
about  300,000/.  sterling  per  annum ; and  an 
account  was  also  given  in  by  him,  in  parti- 
cular, of  the  very  great  annual  exports  to  Leg- 
horn, alone,  consisting  of  our  manufactures, 
goods  of  our  native  growth,  and  other  merchan- 
dizes ; which  trade  had  continued  for  many 
ears,  while  our  channel  was  better  guarded ; 
utof  lute  it  is  in  n manner  quite  interrupted 
for  want  of  cruizers  in  tlie  Channel  and  Sound- 
ings, and  many  rich  ships  taken  there.  He 
mentioned,  in  particular,  the  Mazarin  galley 
from  Turkey,  worth  above  80,000/.  taken 
in  the  Soundings:  the  Mediterranean  galley 
from  Zant,  taken  off  Beachy  Head;  the  St. 
George  galley,  taken  in  the  Channel;  the 
Koyal  Anne  galley,  taken  in  the  Channel, 
where  she  had  made  boards  for  about  fifteen 
days  together  without  seeing  any  one  cruiser  to 
help  her ; the  Trumball  galley,  rich  in  inonev, 
taken  near  the  Downs. — He  said,  he  declined 
namiug  more,  though  he  could  roeution  several 
others,  the  rather,  because  some  of  them  ore 
included  in  the  great  lists  of  merchants  losses, 
given  in  to  their  lordships,  consisting  of  near 
1160  ships:  but,  in  order  to  shew  the  difier- 
ence,  when  any  care  was  token  for  cruisers,  he 
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produced  q list  to  their  lordships  of  91  sail  of 
galleys  bound  from  Leghorn,  which  arrived 
safe,  without  convoys,  from  September,  1703, 
to  October,  1704,  whilst  there  were  some 
cruisers  employed. 

‘ lie  said,  that  foreigners  did  reproach 
our  nation  for  the  great  neglect  of  the 
merchants  ships;  and  to  this  purpose  he 
produced  two  letters  from  his  correspon- 
dents at  Leghorn,  one  dated  the  12th  of 
September,  in  which,  after  taking  notice  of 
the  loss  of  the  Russia  ships,  it  follows  ; * Seeing 
' the  enemy  fnll  in  with  so  many  of  our  con- 
4 rovs,  we  begin  to  suspect  there  may  he  some 
4 traitors  among  us.*  And  another  letter,  in 
which  (amongst  other  things)  it  is  said,  4 They 
4 hare  received  a lamentable  account  of  the 
4 Lisbon  Horse  convoy,  by  which  they  observed 
4 there  had  been  strange  management  in  our 
* maritime  affairs,  seeing  we  can  sutler  so  much 
4 near  home/ 

4 He  also  produced  another  letter  from  Ply- 
mouth, dated  the  18th  Nov.  last,  wherein  it 
was  said,  That  the  French  privateers  are  so 
bold  as  to  cruise  in  our  very  mouth:  About 
four  days  since,  two  of  them  chased  a Dutch- 
awn  from  Mounts- bay  into  our  very  harbour 
within  Pentee,  where  there  was  a sharp  dis- 
pute, and  some  score  of  guns  fired  : There  was 
st  that  time  between  the  island  and  the  main, 
the  three  Welch  convoys,  but  neither  of  them 
stirred,  having  no  orders  ; however  the  Dutch- 
man saved  his  ship ; but  this  is  enough,  and 
too  much  on  so  melancholy  a subject. — Mr. 
William  Coward  said,  he  believed  that  the  list 
ol  eleven  hundred  and  odd  sail  of  merchant- 
ships  lost,  given  in  to  their  lordships,  wns  very 
lar  *bort  of  the  whole  number. 

* As  to  the  Fifth  Head  of  the  merchants  com- 
plaints concerning  their  hard  usage,  in  having 
their  men  impressed  out  of  their  ships  in  the 
West  Indies,  as  also  upon  their  return  home, 
by  the  captains  of  the  queen's  ships,  to  the 
very  great  loss  nnd  danger  of  their  ships  and 
merchandise,  several  instances  were  laid  before 
their  lordships. 

1 The  Gould  frigate,  Josiah  Dowell,  master, 
arrired  at  Jamaica  iu  September,  1703,  and 
whilst  he  went  to  wait  upon  the  governor, 
captain  Douglass,  of  the  Norwich,  impressed 
five  of  his  best  seamen  : The  master  waited  on 
the  captain,  and  shewed  him  his  protection, 
hot  Douglass  told  the  master,  he  hud  twenty- 
fire  seamen,  and  his  orders  from  the  Admiralty 
were  to  press  every  fifth  man  : And  though  the 
master  acquainted  him,  that  some  of  his  men 
were  sick,  and  that  he  really  wanted  men  to 
»ail  his  ship  home,  yet  he  could  not  prevail  but 
for  one  seaman  ; the  captain  telling  him,  if  he 
would,  he  could  take  away  all  his  men,  aud 
threatened  to  stop  his  ship,  unless  he  would 
P*J  him  the  wages  of  the  seamen  he  had  so 
^pressed.  Upon  Dowell's  arrival  at  Ply- 
mouth, his  seamen  were  again  impressed.  This 
^pressing  of  the  seamen,  and  the  extraordinary 
chtig«  occasioned  thereby,  and  the  delays  of 
*be  ib»p,  amounted  to  near  1,000/.  loss  to  the 
•wner  and  merchants  in  that  voyage. 


4 In  n second  voyage  to  Jamaica  in  Nov. 
1705,  by  the  same  ship,  Daniel  Bright,  master, 
several  of  his  men  were  impressed,  and  tbo 
master  farced  to  hire  others  at  an  extravagant 
rate,  and  to  take  French  prisoners  on  board  to 
help  to  sail  his  ship  home:  And  upon  his  arrival 
at  Plymouth  the  5th  of  April,  1706,  all  his  men 
except  his  two  mates,  the  carpenter,  steward, 
and  two  boys,  were  impressed,  nnd  taken  from 
him  by  one  Saunders,  a midshipman  belong- 
ing to  the  Orford,  and  other  press-gangs,  so 
that  his  ship  lay  in  danger:  and  he  could  not 
have  brought  her  to  London,  but  by  the  help 
of  a Dutch  man  of  war,  who  furnished  him  with 
ten  men,  after  he  was  refused  by  all  the  queen’s 
men  of  war,  to  whom  he  applied  in  every 
place  where  became,  though  in  vain. 

4 In  July,  1704,  the  Roundburk  galley,  John 
Sampson,  master,  arrived  at  Jamaica,  where 
captain  Bois,  in  the  Nonsuch  man  of  war, 
pressed  five  of  his  seamen,  whereby  he  was 
disabled  (though  fully  loaden)  to  sail  in  com- 
pany of  a ship  of  good  force,  which  then  sailed 
for  London;  and  with  great  difficulty,  and 
after  long  delay,  (with  much  damage  and  dan- 
ger to  the  ship  in  the  mean  time)  the  master 
got  four  seamen  more,  two  of  his  own  five 
before  pressed  from  him,  for  which  two  he  was 
forced  to  give  captain  Bois  a pipe  of  wine, 
charged  at  25/.  But  the  ship  proving  leaky, 
hy  long  lying,  was  lost  on  her  passage  home, 
in  the  Gulph  of  Florida ; which  loss  in  the  ship 
nnd  goods  was  computed  to  amount  to  2,500/. 
to  the  owner,  Mr.  Coward,  beside  the  losses 
of  several  other  merchants. 

4 The  Somerset  frigate,  John  Wicksted  master,  t 
arrived  at  Barbadoes  in  April  or  May,  1705, 
where  several  of  his  men  were  impressed,  and 
returning  to  Plymouth  the  9th  of  August,  1705, 
captain  Johnson  of  the  Valour  man  of  war, 
impressed  five  of  his  best  seamen;  and  the 
next  night  in  a violent  storm  the  ship  nnd  cargo 
was  lost ; which  loss  in  ship  and  goods  was 
computed  at  2,000/.  to  the  owner  Mr.  Coward, 
besides  the  losses  of  other  merchants. 

4 The  Walthamstow  galley,  Peter  Roberts, 
master,  arriving  from  Barbadoes  about  the  same 
time,  though  he  had  several  of  his  men  impress- 
ed at  Barbadoes,  and  only  nine  men  and  two  boys 
left,  with  himself  on  board  ; yet  captain  Roach 
of  the  Fox,  impressed  three  of  his  best  men,  his 
boatswain  being  one ; although  the  master  told 
him  how  weak  he  was,  and  that  he  had  but 
one  anchor  ou  board  : captain  Roach  said  to 
him,  if  lie  wns  saucy,  he  would  take  him  and 
all  his  ship's  company  aboard,  and  whip  the 
master  at  the  Geers.  Captain  Roach  sent 
him  three  Italians  who  could  speak  no  English, 
and  they  the  next  night  in  a storm  run  away 
with  the  ship's  boat,  which  was  staved,  and 
the  ship  ran  on  shore,  and  so  continued  13 
days  to  her  damage  of  ^ or  500/.  besides  the 
great  prejudice  to  the  mei chants  goods  ; upon 
which  account  the  master  protested  at  Ply- 
mouth, and  the  protestation  was  delivered 
to  their  lordships,  and  is  laid  before  the  House. 

4 Their  lordships  do  likewise  acquaint  the 
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House,  that  there  has  been  offered  to  them  an 
information  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Wpy,  in  which 
he  represented  in  behalf  of  himself  and  other 
owners  and  freighters  of  the  l,ondon  galley, 
that  the  said  galley  sailed  from  Jamaica  the 
latter  end  of  February  last,  bound  for  London, 
under  convoy  of  her  majesty’s  ship  the  Nor- 
thumberland, captain  Roney,  commander,  with 
whom  they  kept  company  till  the  7 th  of  March. 
But  there  having  been  seven  men  impressed 
from  her  before  she  left  Jamaica,  and  being 
forced  to  take  French  prisoners  on  board,  and 
to  hire  what  other  men  she  could  at  excessive 
wages,  to  help  to  sail  the  galley  home,  and 
crowding  all  the  sail  they  could  to  avoid  being 
left  by  the  convoy,  the  galley  suffered  such  da- 
mage in  her  masts,  as  disabled  her  to  keep 
company,  and  being  weakly  manned  and  in 
great  distress,  they  fired  guns  and  made  sig- 
nals; but  being  left  by  their  convoy,  the  ship 
and  cargo  perished,  to  the  loss  of  many  thou- 
sand pounds. 

* The  merchants  made  the  billowing  obser- 
vations to  their  lordships,  from  the  evidence 
given  before  them,  that  the  Princes  council 
were  fully  informed  of  the  great  number  of  the 
enemy’s  privateer-.;  that  the  nation  had  lost 
the  exportation  of  corn  for  the  king  of  Portu- 
gal’s Stores  by  the  delays  of  the  convoys  ; and 
the  Portuguese  army  is  now  furnished  by  the 
Dutch  with  corn  from  the  Baltic  ; and  the  ad- 
vantage designed  by  act  of  parliament  to  the 
land-owner,  by  giving  a bounty  of  five  shillings 
the  quarter  upon  exportation,  is  in  a manner 
disappointed,  especially  since,  for  want  of 
cruisers,  the  running-galleys  are  almost  wholly 
discouraged — That  the  Prince’s  council  were 
so  sensible  of  the  swarming  of  privateers  on 
the  coasts,  that  they  declined  sending  one 
of  her  majesty’s  ships  of  *36  guns,  lest  she  should 
be  taken. — And  that  from  Tuesday  the  29th 
of  April,  1707,  when  Mr.  Dawson  was  told  by 
the  Prince’s  council,  that  they  had  notice  the 
Dunkirk  squadron  was  gone  westward,  to 
Thursday  the  first  of  May,  when  the  Hampton- 
court,  Royal  Oak,  and  Grafton,  with  the  mer- 
chant ships  under  their  convoy,  sailed  out  of 
the  Downs,  there  was  time  enough  to  have  sent 
orders  not  only  by  express,  but  by  ordinary 
post,  to  have  stopped  the  sailing  of  that  convoy. 

* The  Lords  committees  do  also  herewith 

Iiresent  to  the  House  the  great  List  of  ships 
ost,  which  the  merchants  did  lay  before  them, 
consisting  of  1146.  The  Lords  committees  do 
also  beg  leave  to  inform  your  lordships,  that 
the  method  used  by  them  in  taking  the  exami- 
nations of  the  several  merchants  was,  that, 
after  they  had  signed  their  several  depositions, 
their  lordships  required  them  to  depose,  that 
all  that  was  contained  in  their  papers,  res- 
pectively, which  was  said  to  be  of  their  own 
knowledge,  was  true,  and  what  was  mentioned 
therein,  as  heard  by  them,  or  received  in  writ- 
ing from  any  other  person,  they  believed  to  be 
true. 

u After  tliss  Report  had  been  made  and 


u agreed  to,  the  House  was  moved,  that  it 
“ might  be  transmitted  to  the  lord  high  admi- 
“ ral,  which  was  readily  assented  to,  and  the 
u same  was  transmitted  accordingly,  together 
u with  nil  the  depositions  relating  thereto. 

“ On  the  9th  of  January  last,  a paper  wav 
“ hid  before  the  House,  which  purported  to  be 
“ the  lord  high  admiral’s  answer,  viz. 

The  Lord  High- Admiral's  Answer  to  the  Re- 
port made  to  the  House  of  Peers,  from  the 
Lords  Committees  appointed  to  consider 
of  the  Petition  of  several  Merchants  and 
others,  Traders  of  the  City  of  London. 

Admiralty,  Jan.  8,  1707-8. 

* The  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal  in  par- 
liament assembled,  having  by  their  order,  bear- 
ing date  the  17th  day  of  December  last,  di- 
rected, that  a copy  of  the  Report  should  be 
sent  to  the  Lord  Uigh-Admirul,  which  was 
made  to  them  on  the  same  duy,  from  the  Lord? 
Committees  appointed  to  consider  of  the  pen- 
lion  of  several  merchants,  on  behalf  of  them- 
selves tmd  others,  traders  of  the  city  of  London, 
and  of  the  depositions  to  which  the  said  Report 
doth  refer;  and  the  said  merchants  having  re- 
presented in  their  petition,  that  they  have,  of 
late  years,  sustained  great  losses  by  the  insuffi- 
ciency,  by  the  delays,  and  by  the  unseasonable 
sailing  of  convoys,  and  the  want  of  cruisers ; 
his  royal  highness  has  thought  it  necessary,  that 
this  general  complaint,  as  well  as  the  several 
particulars  contained  in  the  afore-mentioned 
Report,  should  receive  such  answers,  as  may 
set  the  whole  matter  in  a much  truer  light  than 
their  lordships  can  possibly  have  by  those 
papers  only,  from  which  the  Report  had  been 
collected : And  therefore  it  is  desired  that  their 
lordships  will  be  referred  to  the  following  parti- 
culars. 

1.  1 As  to  the  insufficiency  of  convoys. 

* The  Lord  High- Admiral  does  not  observe 
any  instances  given,  where  the  trades  th*t 
usually  proceed  with  convoys  have  ever  waoiei 
a reasonable  and  sufficient  strength  for  their 
security;  and  even  the  last  year,  the  stated 
convoys  have  been  much  stronger  than  formerly. 
The  misfortunes  of  several  convoys  being  at- 
tacked by  a superior  force,  were  no  ways  to 
have  been  prevented  but  by  whole  squadron*: 
But  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  all  the  instances 
mentioned  in  their  lordships  report,  happened 
in  the  latter  years  of  this  present  war.  In  the 
two  first  years  of  her  majesty’s  reign,  there 
were  not  many  ships  employed  either  in  or  to- 
wards the  Mediterranean,  and  even  those  not 
long  absent  from  our  own  coasts;  so  that  there 
were  undoubtedly  many  more  ships,  and  these 
very  proper  too  to  be  employed  in  the  defence 
of  the  trade  of  the  nation,  with  respect  not 
only  to  convoys,  but  cruisers:  Whereas,  in  the 
latter  years  of  her  majesty’s  reigo,  the  public 
service  hath  required  the  employing  great  part 
of  our  fleet  abroad  in  the  Mediterranean  ; and 
although  several  ships  have  returned  from 
thence  to  England  in  the  latter  end  of  those 
years,  yet  they  have  not  been  fit  for  any  service. 
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until  the  time  appointed,  wherein  it  was  neces- 
sary they  should  be  sent  abroad  again ; for 
they  were  such  as  were  the  least  able  to  con- 
tinue out,  and  consequently  wanted  the  greatest 
repairs. 

2.  4 As  to  the  merchants  waiting  long  for 
convoys  after  the  time  promised  and  fixed  for 
their  sailing. 

* The  many  constant,  as  well  as  accidental 
services,  which  have  absolutely  required  the 
tse  of  the  queen’s  ships,  have  ofteu  left  but 
wry  little  choice  of  ships  for  foreign  convoys  : 
Bat  when  applications  have  been  made  by  the 
merchants,  the  proper  convoys  have  been  or- 
dered to  be  got  in  readiness  by  the  time  de- 
sred,  ami  not  afterwards  diverted  to  other 
uses;  yet  it  hath  sometimes  happened,  upon 
tneir  coining  into  the  dock,  that  they  have  been 
found,  by  a long  and  constant  use,  in  a much 
worse  condition  than  was  hoped  and  expected. 
The  necessity  of  fitting  ships  at  different  ports 
for  il»e  same  convoy,  and  contrary  winds  have 
often  prevented  their  joining  at  the  rendevous, 
and  sometimes  the  want  of  men,  and  necessity 
of  removing  them  from  ship  to  ship,  and  the 
constant  car  e to  pay  the  men  so  removed  he- 
fnre  they  sailed,  may  have  occasioned  the  de- 
lays complained  of;  yet,  upon  a strict  enquiry, 
it  will  appear,  that  the  delays  are  as  often  to 
be  imputed  to  the  traders,  who  are  seldom 
ready  to  sail  altogether  at  the  same  time,  and 
that  the  queen’s  ships  have  as  often  staid  for  the 
merchants,  as  they  tor  their  convoys;  as  their 
brdships  may  observe  from  one  instance  in  the 
paper  herewith  transmitted  to  them,  marked  A. 

3.  1 As  to  the  want  of  sufficient  cruisers  in  the 
Soundings  and  Channel. 

* There  hath  every  year  been  n provision 
made  for  cruisers  in  the  Soundings,  Channel, 
North  Seas,  and  never  less  than  twelve  for  the 
North  Stas,  and  fifteen  for  the  Soundings,  which 
were  as  many  as  other  necessary  and  pressing 
services  would  possibly  admit  of;  but  they 
have  been  very  frequently  diverted  from  the 
service  of  cruising,  upon  the  applications  of  the 
merchants  themselves,  either  for  the  convoying 
up  the  Channel  their  homeward-bound  ships, 
or  the  fetching  them  from  Ireland,  or  other 
parts,  and  in  convoying  the  traders  to  Arch- 
angel, the  Baltic,  Holland,  &c.  And  there 
hath  been  a necessity  to  comply  with  this,  be- 
cause those  services  could  not  possibly  be  other- 
wise accommodated,  unless  some  of  the  few  ships 
had  been  taken  off,  which  were  on  various  sta- 
tions placed  on  the  coast,  to  secure  the  trade 
from  one  port  to  another. 

4.  * As  to  the  complaint  of  the  arbitrary 
proceedings  of  the  captains  of  her  majesty’s 
fhrps,  in  impressing  seamen  from  merchant 
ships  in  the  West-Indies,  and  at  their  return 
into  the  ports  of  Great-Britnin. 

* If  this  hath  been  done,  it  is  contrary  to  the 
constant  and  direct  orders  given  to  the  said 
captains,  by  which  they  are  required  not  to  im- 
press tiny  men  from  merchant  ships  in  the  plan- 
tations, without  applying  to,  and  receiving  the 
consent  of  the  respective  governors,  and  then 


| never  above  one  out  of  five,  which  is  more 
j than  have  ever  been  exacted  from  them  during 
| this  war.  And  if,  for  the  better  manning  her 
j majesty’s  * fleet,  any  men  are  taken  frotfn  mer- 
chant ships  when  they  arrive  here,  the  captains 
of  her  majesty’s  ships  are  strictly  required  to 
supply  as  many  good  men  in  their  room,  to 
bring  them  unto  the  ports  whereto  they  are  de- 
signed, and  to  send  a careful  officer  with  them  ; 
and  when  such  men  have  performed  those  ser- 
vices, they  are  allowed  the  usual  conduct- 
money to  enable  them  to  repair  to  their  proper 
ships  again.  But  if  this  should  he  true,  it  must 
needs  seem  hard  to  their  lordships,  that  the 
merchants  do  impute  to  the  Lord  Iiigh-Admiral, 
the  miscarriages  of  his  officers,  which  have 
never  been  complained  of  to  him  without  a 
proper  redress. 

5.  ‘ As  to  the  Gosport’s  being  taken  in  her 
passage  to  the  West  Indies  in  June  1706,  with 
several  of  her  convoys. 

‘ Tiiis  was  an  accident  that  could  neither  be 
foreseen  nor  prevented  ; and  these  ships  being 
taken  almost  300  miles  in  the  sea,  on  which 
occasion,  ns  the  queen’s  officers  did  all  that 
was  possible  in  the  defence  of  the  merchant 
ships,  so  it  is  hoped  that  their  lordships’  jus- 
tice and  wisdom,  will  not  make  such  misfor- 
tunes criminal.  And  as  for  the  particulars  of 
that  action,  they  are  contained  in  the  paper 
marked  B. 

6.  1 Another  complaint  is,  That  the  Lisbon 
fleet,  under  convoy  of  the  Warspight  and 
Swiftsure,  was  attacked  in  March,  1706-7, 
and  14  merchant  ships  taken  in  the  Soundings. 

* This  convoy  had  the  misfortune  to  ML 
in  with  17  ships  of  the  enemies,  which  were 
going  directly  from  Brest  to  the  West-Indies, 
and  by  the  greatest  chance  imaginable  met 
them  in  their  passage : the  particulars  whereof 
are  in  the  paper  marked  C. 

7.  ‘ It  is  farther  alledged,  that  the  New- 
foundland fleet  was  attacked  in  April,  under 
convoy  of  the  Falkland  and  Medway  prize. 

* Those  two  ships  did  in  their  passage  out  of 
the  Channel,  meet  with  eight  suil  of  the  ene- 
my’s privateers  from  30  to  20  guns,  with 
which  they  engaged,  but  carried  all  their  con- 
voys safe  to  Newfoundland,  except  two  that 
made  sail  from  them,  and  by  that  means  fell 
into  the  enemy’s  hands. 

8.  * It  is  nlledged,  that  a coasting  convoy 
was  attacked  in  April  off  the  Land’s  End. 

* This  may  be  true,  though  this  is  the  first  ad- 
vice of  it. 

9.  * Another  complaint  there  is,  that  the 
Hampton-court,  Royal  Oak,  and  Grafton, sailing 
from  the  Downs,  the  first  of  May  last,  were 
the  next  day  attacked,  and  the  Hampton-court 
and  Grafton,  and  about  20  merchant  ships 
taken  by  the  Dunkirk  squadron.  Otherwise 
than  that,  they  were  in  the  Flemish -road,  not- 
withstanding what  is  sworn  by  Mr.  Dawson, 
that  he  was  told  at  the  Admiralty- office,  rhe 
said  squadron  was  gone  westw  ard  ; for,  upon 
the  strictest  examination  of  all  tire  advice^ 
and  of  the  minutes  of  the  office  of  that  very 
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day,  thtre  does  not  appear  any  notice  of  the 
enemy’s  ships  being  sailed  to  the  westward  : 
wherefore  those  three  ships,  which  were  one  of 
76  guns,  and  the  other  two  of  73  guns  each, 
were  judged  a sufficient  couvoy  between  the 
Downs  and  Spithead,  nor  were  there  nuy  ships 
within  reach  to  have  sirengtl>ened  them. 

10.  * It  is  also  alledged,  that  the  Russia 
ships  outward-bound  the  last  year,  were  at- 
tacked hy  the  enemy,  and  16  of  the  merchant 
ships  taken. 

4 As  to  this  matter,  their  lordships  are  de- 
sired to  be  referred  to  a paper  marked  D.  by 
which  their  lordships  will  tind  a particular  ac- 
count of  that  alfair,  from  the  time  that  the 
merchants  did  first  apply  for  the  convoy  ; and 
that  sir  William  Whetstone,  with  the  squadron 
under  his  command,  did  couduct  them  to  the 
latitude  of  63  degrees,  and  that  then  leaving 
them  to  their  proper  convoy,  none  of  the  mer- 
chant ships  did  fall  into  the  enemy’s  hands,  but 
those  whose  masters  did  actually  leave  the 
said  convoy,  and  that  not  till  they  were  in  the 
latitude  of  70  degrees,  about  three  weeks  after 
sir  William  Whetstone  parted  with  them. 

11.  * Complaint  is  abo  made,  that  the  con- 
voy was  attacked  the  lOlli  of  October  last, 
which  was  conducting  the  ships  with  horses 
for  the  kiog  of  Portugal,  and  the  trade  to 
Lisbon. 

4 This  convoy  was  her  majesty’s  ships  the 
Cumberland,  Devonshire,  Royal  Oak,  Ruby 
and  Chester,  which  were  two  of  80  guns,  one 
■of  76,  and  two  of  50  guns  each,  which  were 
thought  to  be  a sufficient  couvoy  to  Lisbon  in 
the  opinion  of  the  merchants,  till  the  misfor- 
tune happened  by  the  accidental  junction  of 
two  French  squadrons:  but  on  this  occasion 
the  queen’s  ships  behaved  themselves  so  well, 
that  very  few  ot  the  merchant  ships  were  taken, 
aud  their  lordships  will  find  a particular  ac- 
count of  this  affair  in  the  paper  marked  K. 

12.  * The  merchants  also  complain,  that  they 
waited  long  for  convoys,  and  of  the  prejudice 
they  received,  when  they  returned  from  fo- 
reign parts,  for  want  of  convoys  to  the  river 
Thames. 

4 This  head  being  general,  their  lordships 
are  desired  to  be  referred  to  what  hath  bet  n 
already  said  on  this  subject  in  the  beginning  of 
this  paper. 

13.  * They  farther  alledge,  that  they  had 
orders  in  July  170-1,  to  buy  great  quantities  of 
corn  for  the  king  of  Portugal’s  use,  and  that  in 
July  and  August  they  did  the  same  ; but  that 
notwithstanding  the  frequent  applications,  they 
could  not  obtain  convoys  till  the  6th  of  February 
following. 

4 This  seems  to  be  somewhat  extraordinary  : 
for  they  say,  their  ships  were  ready  to  sail  in 
July  and  August  ; whereas  the  latter  of  those 
two  months,  there  were  orders  given  to  her 
majesty’s  ships  the  Pembroke,  Canterbury, 
Greenwich  and  Gloucester,  to  convoy  the 
trade  to  Lisbon ; and  on  the  6tli  of  September, 
jiir  William  Whetstone  was  ordered,  with  the 
squadron  under  bis  comma ud,  to  see  them 


an  100  leagues  South  South  West  from  Scilly, 
which  he  did;  and  why  the  ships  that  were 
ready  in  July  and  August  (as  is  alledged)  did 
not  proceed  with  this  convoy,  their  masters,  or 
the  owners  of  them,  or  both  can  give  the  best 
account : besides  there  were  several  ship*  ot 
the  States  general,  when  called  at  Spithead  in 
their  way  to  Lisbon,  and  (as  it  bad  been  con- 
certed at  the  Hague)  took  our  merchant  ships 
under  their  convoy.  And  here  it  may  be  ob- 
served, that  although  it  had  been  found  im- 
possible to  furnish  convoys  for  the  trade  to 
Portugal,  at  the  immediate  times  the  merchant? 
have  applied  for  the  same : yet  there  hath 
been  29  convoys  between  England  and  that 
kingdom,  from  the  month  of  April,  1703,  to 
October  last,  and  some  of  those  convoys  no 
less  than  great  part  of  the  fleet,  and  at  other 
times  considerable  squadrons  : and  particularly 
in  the  year  1706,  there  were  fire  convoys  in 
one  year,  which  makes  it  very  improbable,  that 
the  king  of  Portugal’s  magazines  and  armies 
have  been  furnished  with  corn  from  the  Baltic. 

14.  4 They  farther  complain,  that  tlie  grand 
fleet  sailed  the  10th  of  August  from  Portsmouth, 
and  did  not  take  any  merchant  ships  under  their 
convoy. 

4 This  was  the  year  1706,  when  the  admiral 
of  the  fleet  had  instructions  to  proceed  upou 
services,  not  fit  to  be  made  public,  which  did 
consequently  render  it  impracticable  for  h;m 
to  take  merchant  ships  in  his  company. 

15.  * Another  Objection  they  make,  tba: 
there  was  an  embargo  laid  on  their  trade  and 
convoys. 

‘ It  is  presumed,  that  by  the  word  Embargo, 
they  mean,  that  there  was  some  little  stop  put 
to  their  proceedings,  until  there  could  be  a 
more  certain  account  of  the  intelligence  re- 
ceived, that  there  was  a squadron  of  the  ene- 
my’s ships  in  the  Soundings,  which  proved  af- 
terwords (as  they  observed)  to  be  Dutch  home- 
ward-bound merchant  staffs  from  the  West- 
Indies. 

4 It  cannot  be  imagined,  that  this  caitite 
was  designed  for  their  prejudice,  but  rather  en- 
tirely for  their  service,  as  well  as  for  the  safety 
of  her  majesty's  ships;  and  as  they  own  thiit 
the  Norfolk,  Warspiglit  and  Exeter  did  sod 
with  their  trade,  so  do  they  alledge,  that  the 
Nassau  did  not  join  them  for  want  of  necessary 
orders,  for  the  fleet  did  not  sail  till  three  n 
the  afternoon,  and  the  Nassau  come  to  Spit- 
head  before  night ; whereas,  on  the  contrary, 
the  Nassau  passed  through  the  Downs  the  14  h 
of  October,  1706,  and  got  as  far  westward  is 
Folkston,  but  the  wind  coming  to  the  soutt- 
west,  and  there  being  a likelihood  of  dir:y 
weather,  she  bore  up  for  the  Downs  the  16n, 
from  whence  she  sailed  the  18th  at  six  at  night, 
aud  arrived  at  Spithead  the  20t!>,  which  was 
two  days  after  the  convoy  sailed  : and  their 
lordships  may  please  to  take  notice,  that  a 
Dutch  convoy  sailed  the  beginning  of  Januarr, 
1705*6,  in  company  of  her  majesty’s  ship  ; 
that  the  25th  of  February,  capr.  Price  sailed 
with  five  ships  of  war ; that  the  27  ih  of  Mart  * 
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following,  sir  George  Byng  sailed  thither  with 
a squadron;  that  the  18th  of  June,  four  other 
ships  of  war  sailed  thither  ; and  that  in  July 
the  merchants  petitioned  for  a convoy  to  go  in 
August,  which  was  appointed ; and  thereupon 
of  their  beiug  stopped  ; and  an  account  of  the 
whole  affair,  their  lordships  will  be  informed  of 
by  the  paper  marked  F. 

16  ‘They  farther  declare,  that,  by  reason 
of  the  insufficiency  of  this  convoy,  several  mer- 
chant ships  were  taken  out  of  the  fleet  off  of 
Portland,  and  that  afterwards,  meeting  with 
bad  weather  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  the  War- 
•pight  and  Exeter  came  back  disabled,  and 
that  the  trade,  except  some  few  ships,  pro- 
ceeded to  Lisbon  with  the  Norfolk  only. 

* The  convoy  appointed  for  the  trade,  were 
three  ships,  one  of  80,  one  of  70,  and  one  of 
60  guns : and  as  this  was  thought  a sufficient 
strength,  so  were  there  not  at  that  time  any 
more  ships  to  reinforce  them  ; nor  could  it  be 
foreseen,  that  two  of  the  ships  would  have  been 
disabled  in  their  passage,  though  accidents  of 
that  kind  have,  and  frequently  may  happen. 

17.  * Another  subject  of  their  complaint  is, 
That  great  numbers  of  merchant  ships  were  in 
Portsmouth  harbour  in  the  month  of  December, 
1706,  and  detained  there  for  want  of  Convoy 
to  the  Downs,  till  the  23d  of  April  following; 
and  this,  notwithstanding  several  of  her  ma- 
jesty’s ships  were  at  Spithead,  which  they  have 
enumerated,  ancl  that  others  came  from  the 
west,  and  did  not  call  for  them  ; and  they  par- 
ticularly mention  the  Suffolk  and  Bristol. 

* Alt  the  ships  which  the  merchants  suppose 
lay  idle  at  Portsmouth,  during  this  time,  were 
under  orders  for  particular  services,  as  their 
lordships  may  perceive  by  the  paper  marked  G. 

18.  * Another  Complaint  is  made,  That  in 
the  month  of  October,  1706,  Mr.  Coward  and 
Mr.  Jones  let  their  ships  to  the  commissioners 
for  victualling,  on  condition  that  they  should 
go  directly  to  Jamaica;  whereas  they  were 
earned  from  the  Downs  to  Portsmouth,  thence 
to  Portsmouth,  from  that  port  to  Ireland,  and 
then  to  Barbadoes  and  Antigua. 

‘ It  is  not  doubted,  but  these  ships  were 
taken  up  by  the  commissioners  for  victualling, 
at  so  much  a month  freight;  and  her  majesty 
hading  it  necessary  for  her  service  to  send  a 
governor  to  her  Island  of  Barbadoes,  and  some 
forces  which  were  to  be  embarked  in  Ireland 
with  provisions,  and  other  necessaries  for  the 
plantations  of  Nevis  and  Amiguh,  there  was  a 
necessity  of  these  ships  accompanying  the  con- 
voy which  was  appointed  for  that  service,  in 
regard  there  was  not  any  other  which  was  got 
in  readiness  for  them  ; and  their  owners  will 
be  paid  for  the  time  they  have  beenFemploycd 
m»  the  service  of  the  public,  according  to  the 
agreement  made  with  them. 

19.  4 Mr.  Palmer  deposes,  That  in  the  year 
1705,  a ship,  of  which  he  was  part-owner,  with 
several  others,  were  convoyed  from  the  Downs 
to  Portsmouth  by  the  Litchfield  prize,  but  that, 
for  want  of  orders,  she  could  not  see  them  to 
Plymouth,  where  they  might  bav#  joined  the 
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fleet  with  sir  Cloudealey  Shovel,  bound  to 
Lisbon. 

4 Their  lordships  may  perceive  how  much 
this  person  hath  forgot  himself,  and  imposed 
' on  them.  For  the  Litchfield  prize  did  not  ar- 
rive with  the  trade  at  Spithead  until  the  7th  of 
June;  and  sir  (Jloudesley  Shovel  sailed  from 
thence  the  23d  of  May,  passed  by  Plymouth 
the  25th  of  the  said  month,  and  was  off  of  Lis- 
bon the  9th  of  June  ; so  that  the  fleet  was  ac- 
tually at  Lisbou  two  davs  after  the  time  that 
this  gentleman  says  the  Litchfield  prize  might 
have  joined  them  at  Plymouth. 

20.  4 As  a farther  evidence,  the  merchants 
have  produced  to  their  lordships*  the  Gazette 
of  the  8th  of  May,  1707,  wherein  there  is  the 
following  paragruph  from  Ostend,  viz.  44  A fleet 
of  merchant  ships  which  lay  5 months  in  the 
Downs,  consisting  of  55  sail,  arrived  utOstend 
this  evening,  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  ibis 
place.” 

1 This  advertisement  was  very  ignorantly  and 
unadvisedly  inserted  in  the  Gazette,  the  fact 
i&elf  being  entirely  wrong  ; For  her  majesty’s 
ships,  the  Lyon  and  Deal-Castle,  sailed  to  Os- 
teml  the  7th  of  February,  and  there  were  theu 
no  more  than  five  merchant  ships  to  accom- 
pany them;  and  sir  Edward  Whitaker,  with  his 
squadron,  did  the  like  the  17th  of  April  follow- 
ing, and  saw  the  trade  into  that  port,  and 
brought  what  was  there  from  thence;  but  ho 
carried  with  him  not  above  15  ships  and  ves- 
sels ; and  how  that  number  could  swell  to  55 
is  somewhat  strange ; Besides,  it  doth  not  ap- 
pear, that  at  any  one  time,  from  December  to 
the  month  of  May,  there  were  more  limn  five 
merchant  ships  in  the  Downs  bound  to  Os  tend, 
and  above  three  fourths  of  that  time  not  so 
much  as  one;  and  yet  the  advertisement  in  the 
Gazette  says,  That  the  55  ships  arrived  at  Os- 
tend  from  the  Downs,  and  that  they  had  lain 
there  five  months  for  a convoy. 

21.  1 As  to  the  general  article  relating  to  the 
uutimely  and  unseasonable  proceeding  of  con- 
voys, especially  to  the  West  Indies,  their  lord- 
ships  are  desired  to  be  referred  to  what  hath 
been  already  said  at  the  beginning  of  this  pa- 
per, relating  to  that  matter. 

22.  4 The  Virginia  merchants  alledge,  That  in 
October,  1705,  some  of  their  ships  sailed  from 
hence,  under  convoy  of  the  Woolwich  and 
Advice,  which  were  ordered  to  stay  till  rein- 
forced from  England ; and  that  they  were  pro- 
mised, the  Greenwich  and  Hazardous  should 
sail  the  first  fair  wind  in  January  following; 
but  that  they  did  not  sail  till  May,  which  occa- 
sioned their  not  reaching  Virginiu  till  August. 

4 The"  Greenwich  and  Hazardous  were  or- 
dered for  this  service  the  26th  of  February, 
1705  6,  but  could  not  get  clear  from  Plymouth 
till  the  24th  of  April,  and  on  the  27th  they 
were  forced  by  bad  weather  into  Falmouth;  but 
the  Hazardous  sailed  soon  after ; for  the 
Grecuwich  was  disabled,  and  forced  to  come 
to  Plymouth  to  refit : However,  the  said  ship, 
Greenwich,  sailed  from  Plymouth  the  1st  of 
June,  and  arriv  d at  Virginia  the  11th  of  Au« 
4JT 


0*15]  PARL.  HISTORY,  CAnne,  1708.— The  Lords’  Addrus  concerning  [GW 


gust;  and  the  17th  of  September  came  from 
thence,  with  the  Hazardous,  Woolwich,  and 
Advice,  and  182  merchant  ships,  and  arrived 
with  them  in  the  Channel  in  November  fol- 
lowing. 

88.  * The  said  Virginia  Merchants  have  far- 
ther represented.  That,  in  hopes  of  convoys 

roceeding  from  hence  to  Virginia,  the  last 

pring,  many  ships  that  carried  stores  from 
hence  to  Lisbon,  and  others  from  London,  pro- 
ceeded to  Virginia,  but  remained  there  till 
September  last,  expecting  convoy,  and  must 
now  come  home  without,  in  the  winter-season. 
And,  although  the  last  Spring  her  majesty,  in 
council,  ordered  a convoy  to  be  ready  in  Au- 
gust, yet  the  said  convoy  remains  at  Ports- 
mouth. 

‘ Tho  delays  and  misfortunes  which  have 
happened  this  year  to  the  Virginia  traders, 
are,  in  a great  measure,  to  be  attributed  to  the 
different  interests  and  opinions  of  the  merchants 
and  planters  concerned  in  that  trade,  to  the 
frequent  westerly  winds,  which  have  hindered 
their  departure,  and  to  the  delays  occasioned 
by  several  merchants  letting  their  ships  to  the 
Portugal  convoy,  for  transporting  horses  to 
Lisbon;  which  will  be  more  particularly  ex- 
plained to  their  lordships  by  the  paper  mark- 
ed U. 

8*.  ‘ They  farther  declare,  That,  for  some 
years  past,  there  hath  uot  been  a frigate  ap- 
pointed to  take  care  of  the  Virginia  coast ; for 
want  of  which,  many  ships  have  been  taken 
going  in,  and  coming  out. 

‘ The  men  of  war  which  convoy  the  Virginia 
ships  have  usually  orders  to  cruise  between  the 
capes,  while  the  trade  is  loading : the  Strombolo 
had  those  particular  oraers ; and  the  Gosport, 
which  was  taken  in  her  passage,  (and  which 
may  occasion  this  complaint)  had  the  same; 
anti  tire  Garland  is  now  upon  that  service;  and 
•lie  ships  going  to  Virginia  have  the  same  direc- 
tions. 

85.  ‘ Complaint  is  made  by  Mr.  John  Wood, 
of  the  difficulties  he  met  with  in  September, 
170 6,  and  some  time  after,  in  getting  n ship 
of  his,  called,  the  Union  frigate,  to  Portsmouth. 

‘ Tiiis  ship  took  in  her  loading  of  corn  at 
Shoreham,  one  of  the  most  difficult  ports  along 
the  coast  to  get  out  from : But  when  the  ships 
of  war  are  ordered,  either  eastward  from  Ports- 
mouth, or  westward  from  the  Downs,  they  have 
always  directions  to  call  at  the  several  ports  in 
sheir  way ; and  several  have  been  unsuccess- 
fully appointed,  to  get  the  ships  and  vessels 
out  of  this  hrtrhonr. 

26.  ‘ The  said  Wood  dor's  also  affirm,  That 
in  the  months  of  April,  May,  and  June  last, 
he  had  several  ships  freighted  with  com  at 
Shoreham,  which  could  not  proceed  to  Spit- 
head,  by  reason  of  the  enemy’s  privateers : 
that  at  last  there  was  a convoy  appointed,  but 
•oon  after  ran  away,  and  left  the  ships,  upon 
a report  that  the  Dunkirk  squadron  was  upon 
the  coast. 

‘ The  convoy  here  meant,  whs  the  Charles 
galley  and  Gosport,  though  several  others  were 


before  appointed  to  get  those  vessels  out  of  the 
harbour , however,  the  aforesaid  two  ships  did 
do  it  about  the  19th  of  June,  1707,  and  being 
on  their  way  towards  Spitbead,  they  received 
an  express  from  the  mayor  of  Hastings,  mi 
an  account,  that  there  were  18  sail  of  French 
men  of  war  coming  from  the  eastw  ard,  with  all 
the  sail  they  could  make ; which  advice,  al- 
though it  proved  false,  was  not  safely  to  be 
neglected  : but  so  far  were  her  majesty’s  ships 
from  running  from  the  trade,  upon  ibis  intelli- 
gence, (as  is  falsly  and  maliciously  insiuiistrd) 
that  they  kept  them  company,  and  brought 
them  safe  to  Spithead,  as  the  captain  of  the 
Charles  galley  gave  an  account,  in  bis  letter  of 
the  20th  of  June,  1707 ; and  those  ships  which 
occasioned  the  alarm,  were  her  majesty's  ships 
the  Defiance  and  Advice,  with  their  convoys, 
from  the  Downs. 

27.  ‘ Mr.  Winter  deposes,  That  he  nme 
from  Gibraltar  the  14th  of  March  lost,  in 
company  of  the  Pearl,  Hanover  and  Lodingiou 
galleys ; and  off  of  Beachey-Head,  two  of  then 
were  taken  by  French  privateers. 

‘ These  ships  were  all  runners,  (or,  atlcsst, 
called  so)  and  had  they  put  into  Portsmouth, 
until  an  opportunity  of  convoy  had  presented, 
the  person  who  complains  of  these  losses-,  would 
not  have  run  the  hazard  he  did.  Nor,  can  it 
be  thought,  that  these  ships,  which  the  mer- 
chants call  galleys,  can,  w hen  they  art  Wen 
and  foul,  sail  much  better  than  other  ships,  not 
under  thut  denomination  ; and  therefore  me 
consequently  os  much  subject  to  misfortunes, 
by  going  without  convoy ; Bnd,  it  is,  very  rea- 
sonable to  believe,  that  till  this  trading  tj 
galleys  or  runners  grew  so  much  in  fashion  tie 
losses  were  much  less;  and  so,  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
will  be  again,  when  the  merchants  will  lean 
to  alter  their  way  of  trading,  as  the  enenj 
bath  altered  their  method  of  carrying  on  the 
war  hy  sea. 

‘ The  remaining  part  of  their  lordships'  Re- 
port, relates  chiefly  to  (viz.)  1.  Our  merchant 
ships  being  chased  off  of  Beachev,  and  the 
parts  thereabouts,  by  the  enemy's  privateers,  i 
The  advantages  to  the  Mediterranean  trade 
by  carrying  it  on  with  galleys ; hut  die  ha- 
zards they  run  in  their  return  home,  for  want 
of  cruisers  in  the  Soundings  and  Channel.  3.  A 
French  privateer's  chasing  a Dutch  ship  into 
Plymouth,  on,  or  about  the  14th  of  November 
last,  whilst  three  Welch  convoys  rid  fast  for 
want  of  ordehs.  4.  That  the  list  of  1146  saA 
of  merchants  ships  lost,  was  far  short  of  the 
real  number.  5.  The  inconveniences  by  impres- 
sing men  in  the  West-Indies,  and  at  tlieir  re- 
turn. 6.  The  complaint  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Wat, 
That  the  captain  of  the  Northumberland  did 
not  take  care  of  his  ship,  called  the  London 
galley,  which  sailed  from  Jamaica  the  latter 
end  of  February  last. 

‘ As  to  the  1st.  2nd,  and  5tb  of  these  Ar- 
ticles, their  lordships  are  desired  to  be  referred 
to  what  hath  been  already  said. 

‘ Then,  ns  to  the  third,  which  relates  to  the 
chasing  of  a Dutch  dogger,  it  seems  not  ah 
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material,  only  to  swell  a complaint ; bat,  as 
to  what  is  insinuated,  that  the  three  men  of 
war  did  not  stir,  for  want  of  orders ; it  is  well 
known,  that  when  her  majesty’s  ships  get  sight 
nf  an  euemy,  they  stand  in  need  of  no  particu- 
lar orders  to  attack  them : for  their  general 
instructions,  annexed  to  their  commissions,  do 
Mitfiaently  require  that  of  them : but  this  hap- 
pening at  five  a chick  iu  the  evening,  in  the 
month  of  November,  it  was  impossible  for 
any  of  the  three  ships  aforementioned,  to 
have  come  up  with  the  privateer;  and  the 
Dutch  ship  was  secure  under  the  guns  of  the 
fortification. 

* The  Lord  High  Admiral  cannot,  without 
great  concern,  take  notice  of  the  list  of  1 146 
ships,  said  to  be  lost  during  this  war  : although 
it  is  possible  great  part  of  that  number  consists 
of  galleys  and  runners  : that  some  part  of  this 
loss  may  he  attributed  to  the  inevitable  fate  of 
war;  and  some  hath  arisen  from  the  wilfulness 
or  negligence  of  masters  of  merchants  ships 
who,  when  sufficient  convoys  have  been  granted 
them,  have  deserted  that  protection,  and  ex- 
posed themselves  a prey  .to  the  enemy,  of  which 
frequent  complaints  have  been  made. 

* Lastly,  As  to  the  sixth  Article,  which  is 
fhe  complaint  of  Mr.  Way,  That  care  was  not 
taken  ot  his  ship  from  the  West-Indies,  their 
lordships  are  desired  to  be  referred  to  the 
copies  of  two  letters  herewith  transmited  to 
diem,  marked  L.  and  K.  the  one  from  sir  John 
Jennings,  and  the  other  from  the  captain  of 
the  Northumberland : the  which  give  a par- 
ticular account  of  that  matter,  which  was  not 
complained  of  at  the  Admiralty-Office,  before 
it  was  brought  to  their  lordships. 

‘ Thus  much  being  said  to  the  report  of  the 
Lords  Committees,  grounded  upon  the  deposi- 
tions of  the  merchants,  which  are  partly  what 
they  say  of  their  own  knowledge,  and  the  rest, 
what  they  have  gathered  from  others;  the  Lord 
High-Admiral  thinks  it  necessary  to  luy  before 
their  lordships  some  farther  observations,  under 
the  following  heads,  to  explain  some  pipers 
which  have  been  demanded  by  their  lordships 
from  the  admiralty  office. 

L ‘ That  notwithstanding  almost  the  con- 
tinual use  of  lier  majesty’s  ships,  the  loss  sus- 
tained by  storms,  (particularly  in  the  violeut 
tempest  in  the  year  1703,)  and  the  many 
hazards  they  have  been  exposed  to  in  this  ex- 
pensive war,  the  number  of  ships  of  the  royal 
&*Ty,  is  so  far  from  being  diminished  since  her 
majesty’s  accession  to  the  throne,  that  it  is  in- 
creased by  ten  ships  of  war,  although  the  par- 
liament hath  not  iu  this  reign,  given  one  farthing 
of  money  for  building  of  ships;  and  that  the 
last  war  there  was  about  four  millions  given 
for  that,  and  other  extraordinary  services;  and 
the  royal  navy  was  less  in  strength  at  the 
cod  thereof,  than  at  the  beginning,  by  twenty 
•hips  of  the  line  of  battle. 

2.  4 That  the  number  of  ships  of  the  navy  of 
France,  which  have  been  taken  or  destroyed 
kj  her  majesty’s  ships  this  war,  does  much  ex- 
ceed our  losses,  ns  will  plainly  appear  by  the 


two  papers  marked  L.  and  Jlf.  wherein  there 
is  no  meutiou  made  of  the  French  ships,  which 
have  been  taken  or  destroyed  by  the  slops  of 
the  States-general. 

3.  4 That  during  the  present  war,  there  hath 
been  175  of  the  enemy's  privuteers  taken,  and 
many  of  them  of  considerable  force. 

4.  4 That  in  the  last  war,  which  was  declared 
the  7th  of  Way,  1689,  and  ended  the  10th  of 
September,  1697,  the  whole  tywiber  of  the 
enemy’s  ships  taken  and  condemned  was  1296; 
whereas  in  the  present  war,  which  was  declared 
the  4th  of  May,  1702,  unto  the  first  of  Decem- 
ber 1707,  the  number  of  ships  taken  from  the 
enemy,  and  condemned,  is  1346,  which  carries 
with  it  no  tittle  disproportion. 

5.  4 That  the  re-captures  by  her  majesty’s  ships 
of  war,  from  the  4tl»  of  May,  1702,  to  the  1st 
of  December  1707,  are  128,  which  amounted 
by  appraisement,  to  above  the  sum  of  82,975/. 
and  the  re-captures  by  privateers  within  that 
time,  38,051/.  both  which  sums  amounts  unto 
121,030/.  exclusive  of  customs. 

6.  4 That  in  the  last  war,  the  trading  part  of 
the  nation  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  near 
4,000  ships ; whereas  in  this  war,  themselves 
have  given  an  account  but  of  1146,  and  it  were 
to  be  wished,  that  even  that  loss  could  have 
been  prevented.  But  here  it  may  be  observed, 
that,  during  the  last  war,  we  hud  the  ports  of 
Spain  as  well  us  those  in  the  Spanish  West- 
Indies,  always  open  to  secure  our  merchant 
ships  and  vessels,  not  duly  from  the  enemy, 
hut  from  bad  weather:  Whereas,  during  the 
whole  course  of  this  war,  our  trade  hath  beeu 
entirely  debarred  from  that  so  essential  a coun- 
tenance and  protection. 

7.  4 Besides,  whilst  her  majesty  has  yearly 
fitted  her  royal  navy  for  currying  on  the  war 
abroad,  the  enemy  hath,  ever  since  the  battle 
off  of  Malagu,  totally  altered  their  methods  of 
carrying  on  their  naval  war:  And  instead  of 
sending  forth  great  fleets,  they  fill  the  seas  with 
privateers,  and  with  squadrons  of  their  nimble 
ships,  and  by  that  means  watch  all  opportu- 
nities of  seizing  upon  our  trade,  for  which  the 
situation  of  their  ports  gives  them  but  too  good 
opportunities ; and  yet  our  merchants  (who 
cannot  but  be  sensible  of  this  danger)  carry  on 
their  trade  iu  a very  great  degree,  in  defence- 
less ships  called  runners;  and  they  being  ob- 
liged by  charter-party  to  go  without  convoys, 
are  thereby  but  too  often  exposed  to  the  enemy, 
who  lie  in  wait  for  them. 

Lastly, 4 The  Lord  High  Admiral  desires  their 
lordships  to  do  him  go  much  ju'tice,  as  to  be- 
lieve, that  no  man  is  more  sensibly  affected  than 
he  is,  with  the  great  losses  and  misfortunes 
which  huve  happened  to  the  merchants ; and 
he  is  so  much  the  more  sensible  of  them,  be- 
cause, iu  the  way  those  gentlemcu  carry  on 
their  trades  by  single,  defenceless  ships,  and  by 
lire  method  the  enemy  now  takes,  whilst  the 
French  king  himself,  and  so  great  a part  «»l  his 
subjects,  employ  so  many  ships  and  men  only 
to  make  war  upon  the  merchants,  such  misfor- 
tunes will  still  happen ; yet  his  royal  highness 
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doc*  hope  their  lordships  will  believe,  that  the 
queen’s  fleet  has  not  been  useless  and  unem- 
ployed during  tl»is  war  ; which  cannot  be  car- 
ried on,  agreeable  to  the  declared  sense  of  their 
lordships,  but  by  supporting  a superiority  at  sea, 
upon  tlie  roasts  of  Portugal,  Spain,  and  Italy  ; 
in  all  which  places  the  queen’s  fleet  hath  done 
great  services  the  last  four  years,  and  attempted 
some  things  which  might  have  secured  Britain 
for  one  age,  from  all  the  naval  power  of  France. 

44  The  Uouse  took  this  Answer  into  their 
44  most  serious*consicleration,  and  finding  seve- 
44  ral  facts  stated  therein  very  differently  from 
“ what  had  been  asserted  by  the  merchants, 
“ upon  their  oaths,  (who  had  therefore,  accord- 
44  ing  to  the  methods  of  justice,  a right  to  be 
44  farther  heard  by  way  of  reply)  and  finding 
“ several  other  tilings  alledged  in  the  Answer, 
44  which  at  first  light  seemed  to  be  plain  mis- 
44  takes,  we  thought  it  necessary,  for  our  fuller 
“ information  and  satisfaction,  to  appoint  a 
44  Committee  to  bear  tbe  merchants,  and  also 
44  to  make  such  observations  upon  the  Answer, 
“ as  they  should  think  proper. 

44  The  Committee  having  perfected  their  Re- 
44  port,  and  laid  it  before  the  House,  the  same 
44  was  agreed  to,  aud  we  think  ourselves  obliged 
44  humbly  to  present  this  second  Report  to  your 
4<-  majesty : 

Second  Report  of  the  Lords  Committees,  17 
Feb.  1707-8. 

4 In  relation  to  the  first  Head  of  the  Answer, 
which  is  conceived  in  general  terms,  without 
being  applied  to  any  of  the  particulars  in  the 
merchants  complaints,  some  things  seem  proper 
to  be  taken  notice  of. 

1st.  4 The  Answ  er  says,  That  al!  the  instances 
mentioned  in  the  Report,  are  in  the  latter  years 
of  her  majesty’s  reign. 

4 The  Lords  Committees  observe,  That  an 
Address  of  the  House  of  Lords,  presented  to 
her  mnjesty  in  the  year  1704,  did  lay  before 
her  the  heuvy  losses  of  the  merchants,  which 
had  happened  for  wont  of  cruisers  aud  convoys 
for  the  home  trade.  Soon  after  the  presenting 
Of  that  Address,  sir  George  Byng  and  sir  John 
Jennings  were  sent  out  to  cruise,  and  continued 
Cruizing  till  the  October  following,  during  which 
time  the  English  ships  were  well  protected, 
and  many  of  the  enemy’s  privateers  taken ; and 
the  Lords  hoped  there  would  have  been  no  far- 
ther occasion  of  complaints  from  the  merchants: 
And  all  the  losses  contained  in  the  Report,  now 
before  the  House,  have  happened  since  that 
care  was  laid  aside. 

2dly.  4 It  does  appear  bv  the  papers  sent  to 
the  House  from  the  Lord  High-Admiral.  That 
in  the  year  170G,  the  higher  complement  of 
the  ships  employed  in  the  Mediterranean  (sup- 
posing them  manned  to  that  complement)  did 
not  exceed  17,373  men;  and  in  the  year  1707, 
the  highest  complement  of  the  ships  employed 
there  did  amount  only  to  15,390  men.  And 
therefore  notwithstanding  that  part  of  the  fleet 
which  was  made  use  of  there,  in  both  those 
J«ars,  yet  about  33,000  men  of  the  numbers 


provided  for  by  parliament,  remained  for  the 
necessary  service  of  guarding  and  protecting 
the  const  and  trade  ; so  that  it  seems  not  pos- 
sible, that  the  keeping  those  squadrons  in  the 
Mediterranean,  could  be  the  occasion  of  ibe 
cruisers  and  convoys  being  so  weak  and  few, 
and  the  coast  so  ill  guarded. 

3dly.  4 The  strength  of  convoys  is  to  be  pro- 
portioned to  Hie  present  circumstances  of  the 
enemy,  as  far  as  intelligence  can  be  had,  and 
the  many  instances  mentioned  by  the  merchants 
of  convoys  attacked  to  our  disadvantages,  shew 
by  experience,  that  most  of  our  couvoys  have 
been  too  weak. 

4 The  second  Head  of  the  Answer  is  also 
general,  hut  the  Lords  Committees  observe. 
That  the  great  ships  arc  the  strength  of  the  line 
of  battle,  and  if  more  first  and  second  rates  had 
beeu  employed  in  the  Mediterranean,  instead 
of  so  many  third  and  fourth  rates,  and  smaller 
ships,  a much  greater  number  of  ships  proper 
for  convoys  and  cruisers,  for  the  protection  of 
trade  in  the  Channel  and  Soundings,  would  have 
remained  free  for  those  services ; or  if  there  was 
found  to  be  a real  want  of  such  ships,  timely 
and  proper  application  might  have  been  made 
to  the  parliament,  who  have  ever  been  forward 
in  providing  for  the  security  of  trade.  And, 
in  the  mean  time,  ships  might  have  been  hired, 
as  has  been  often  done,  rather  than  the  whole 
coast  should  continue  in  a manner  besieged  by 
the  enemy’s  men  of  war  and  privateers,  without 
interruption. 

2.  4 The  want  of  seamen  is  too  well  known, 
which  proceeds  principally  from  the  many 
hardships  they  suffer.  The  constant  practice 
now  in  use  in  turning  over,  or  removing  them 
from  ship  to  ship,  is  of  all  others  the  greatest 
discouragement,  and  though  the  paying  them  at 
the  same  time  they  are  turned  over,  may  have  a 
fair  appearance,  yet  that  being  generally  done 
when  they  are  abroad,  it  tempts  the  seamen  to 
extravagant  expences,  and  proves  in  conclusion 
the  utter  ruin  of  their  families. 

3.  4 Many  of  the  inconveniencies  mentioned 
in  this  paragraph  of  the  Answer,  could  hardly 
ever  happen  in  case  an  early  distribution  was 
made  of  proper  ships  for  convoys,  and  the  time 
of  their  departure  fixed ; whereas  very  fre- 
quently ships  are  appointed  when  they  are  at 
sea,  and  it  is  unknown  in  whot  condition  they 
will  return.  The  merchants  say,  That  this  year 
one  of  the  convoys  named  for  the  Jamaica 
trade,  was  at  that  time  in  the  Sound. 

4 The  Answer  says,  The  queeu’s  ships  have 
as  often  stayed  for  the  merchants,  as  they  for 
their  convoys ; of  which  one  instance  is  given 
in  the  pnper  marked  A.  The  fact  may  be  so 
sometimes  ; but  the  case  mentioned  in  the 
paper  is  not  of  that  sort ; for  there  the  mer- 
chants ships  were  lying  in  the  Downs,  together 
with  the  Assistance  and  Duukirk  prise,  two  of 
the  ships  of  capt.  Kerr’s  squadron,  and  were 
ready  to  sail,  and  did  sail  with  them  to  Spithead, 
where  the  rest  of  the  squadron  lay.  And,  though 
it  he  asserted,  that  Mr.  Kerr’s  ships  were  ready 
the  10th  of  Februrary,  at  Spithead,  yet  it  ap- 
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pears,  that  his  instructions  do  not  bear  date  till 
die  3d  of  March,  1706-7. 

4 As  to  the  third  Head,  relating  to  the  Want 
of  Cruisers,  the  Lords  Committees  observed, 
That  it  is  not  the  appointing  cruisers  yearly, 
which  will  protect  trade,  but  the  careful  and 
ilnct  observation,  that  the  ships  appointed  for 
that  purpose  do  cruise  accordingly. 

4 whereas  it  appears  in  the  account  of  the 
disposition  of  the  fleet,  laid  before  the  House 
of  Lords,  That  no  ship  was  cruising  in  the 
Soundings  and  Channel,  in  the  months  of  June, 
July,  August  and  September  last,  in  which  al- 
mast  all  the  galleys  and  homeward-hound  ships, 
*Im>«  loss  was  so  heavily  complained  of  by  the 
merchants,  were  taken  and  destroyed  : 

4 In  relation  to  the  arbitrary  proceedings  of 
the  captains  of  the  queen’s  ships  of  war,  in  im- 
pressing seamen  out  of  the  merchant  ships  in 
the  W«t- Indies,  as  also  upon  their  return  to 
the  ports  of  Great  Britain,  the  fourth  paragraph 
ol  the  Answer  says,  if  any  such  thing  lias  been 
done,  it  i»  contrary  to  orders,  and  has  never 
been  complained  of  without  a proper  redress. 
Upon  reading  this  passage,  the  Lords  Commit- 
tees Mj'iunoned-  Air,  Coward  (to  whose  com- 
plaint principally  that  part  of  the  Answer  re- 
lated) *bo  attending,  and  being  examined  as  to 
die  matter  of  fact,  made  oath,  that  he  had 
often  complained  to  the  Prince’s  council  of 
d«e  great  hardships,  and  begged  relief  from 
them,  before  he  applied  to  the  House  of  Lords  ; 
that  lie  could  mention  many  other  instances  of 
the  ill  usages  he  had  suffered  in  the  same  kind. 
That  year  after  year,  from  the  beginning  of  the 
aar,  not  one  of  his  ships  had  escaped,  having 
pressed  out  of  them  boih  at  Jamaica,  and 
•poo  their  return  (if  there  then  was  a press) 
«cept  such  as  had  run  through  all  danger  into 
the  1) 

owns  and  so  got  to  London.  In  particu- 
lar he  swore,  that  he  had  complained  to  the 
Prince**  council,  of  capt.  Johnson’s  impressing 
bis  men  out  of  the  Somerset  frigate,  and  capt. 
Roche’s  impressing  his  men  out  of  the  Wal- 
thamstow galley,  as  also  of  taking  away  his  men 
•at  of  the  Gold  frigate,  and  produced  to  the 
Prince’s  council  the  evidence  he  had  of  these 
^eral  facts,  but  could  not  learn,  that  any  of  the 
captains  w ere  pu  dsheti  or  censored  or  so  much  as 
wee  called  to  an  account  for  their  violences, 
lie  also  swore,  that  all  the  captains  he  had  em- 
ployed to  the  West  Indies  have  declared  to  him, 
that  they  who  impressed  his  men  at  Jamaica, 
never  shewed  any  authority  or  consent  from 
the  governor  for  so  doing;  and  he  affirmed,  he 
ready  to  produce  many  captains,  who 
*ould  swear  the  same  thing.  He  said,  if  such 
orders  are  given  as  is  asserted  in  the  Answer, 
ibe  Prince’s  council  well  know,  by  the  frequent 
complaints  of  him  and  others,  they  are  not  ob- 
^r»ed  cither  at  Jamaica,  or  at  home. 

‘ In  the  sixth  Paragraph  of  the  Answer, 
winch  relates  to  the  loss  of  the  Lisbon  fleet,  under 
A*  convoy  of  the  Swiftsure  and  Warsptght,  it 
• stated  in  this  manner:  4 This  convoy  had  the 
®»ortene  to  fall  in  with  17  ships  of  the  enemy’s 
•tick  were  going  directly  from  Brest  to  the  West 


Indies,  and  by  the  greatest  chance  imaginable 
met  them  in  their  passage/  And  in  the  paper 
marked  C.  (to  which  the  paragraph  refers)  after 
reciting  an  account  given  by  the  captain  of  the 
Swift  sure  of  this  action,  and  that  most  of  the 
merchant  ships  escaped,  the  paper  C.  proceed# 
thus : * That  as  there  was  not  any  previous 
notice  of  this  squadron  of  the  enemy’s  slops, 
»o  if  greater  strength  had  been  added  to  (his 
convoy  (which  was  not  then  to  be  had)  $ 
would  have  been  but  of  little  advantage  against 
such  a number  of  the  enemy’s  ships/  This 
seems  so  strange  a representation  of  this  affair, 
that  it  is  necessaty  to  Uy  before  the  House,  the 
true  matter  of  the  fact,  ns  it  appears  upon  a 
careful  examination  of  it  by  the  Lords  Com- 
mittees. 

4 First,  As  to  the  assertion  ; that  there  wat 
no  previous  notice  of  this  squadron  of  the 
enemy. 

4 The  Lords  Committees  refer  to  the  ad- 
vices concerning  the  French  shipping  sent  to 
the  Admiralty  from  the  secretary  of  stale  the 
last  year,  (which  advices  are  now  Wing  before 
the  House)  particularly  to  an  extract  of  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Secretary  Harley's  office,  dated 
at  Rotterdam  the  7th  of  February,  N.  S.  and 
sent  to  M.  Burchett  the  1st  of  February,  O.  S. 
giving  an  account  of  the  squadron  of  ships  then 
lying  at  Brest,  and  another  from  the  earl  of 
; Sunderland’s  office,  dated  at  Paris  the  4lh  of 
February,  N.  S.  and  sent  to  .Mr.  Burchett  the 
same  1st  of  February,  O.  S.  As  also  to  another 
letter  from  Brest  ot  the  3d  of  February,  N.  S. 
sent  I ruin  the  earl  of  Sunderland’s  office,  to  the 
Admiralty  the  1 4th  of  February,  O.  S.  giving  a 
particular  account  of  the  same  squadron,  and 
the  strength  of  it,  and  that  it  was  ready  to  sail, 
and  to  another  dated  at  Brest  of  the  14th  of 
February,  N S.  sent  from  Mr.  Secretary 
IIarl**y  t«»  the  Prince’s  council  the  24th  of  Feb, 
O.  S.  to  the  same  effect. 

4 Secondly,  As  to  the  assertion,  that  there 
was  then  no  greater  strength  to  be  had,  it  is  to 
be  observed,  that  a Dutch  fleet  of  nine  men  of 
war,  under  the  command  of  nduiirul  Vander- 
goes,  had  laid  lor  some  time  at  Portsmouth, 
and  sailed  from  thence  the  very  same  day  that 
Captain  Griffiths,  who  commanded  this  convoy, 
sailed  in  the  Swiftsure  ffrnii  the  same  place. 

4 If  orders  had  been  given  to  captain  Grif- 
fiths to  have  kept  compunv  with  the  Dutch 
squadron,  there  had  been  a sufficient  strength 
to  have  saved  all  the  sl  ips  under  his  convoy. 
But  it  appeared,  by  the  examination  of  Mr. 
Jacob  Ilauckell,  Mr.  William  Wood,  captain 
Francis  Cook,  and  captain  Edward  Smith,  two 
masters  of  the  merchant  ships  which  went  under 
bis  couvov,  and  also  by  a letter  of  captain  John 
Hunt,  another  master,  dated  from  Dinant, 
where  he  was  then  a prisoner,  that  captain 
Griffiths  was  guilty  of  divers  most  unaccounta- 
ble delays  oft*  of  Plymouth,  and  thereby  lost 
the  advantage  of  keeping  the  Dutch  fleet  com- 
pany. 

4 On  the  23rd  of  February,  captain  Griffiths 
made  a signal  of  seeing  seven  ships,  and  alter- 
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wards  seeing  seventeen ; but,  instead  of  mak- 
ing the  best  of  his  way  from  them,  he  lay  by 
with  an  easy  sail  (not  suffering  any  of  the 
merchants  to  go  a-head  of  him)  till  those  ships 
came  within  gun-shot,  (although  he  could  not 
but  discern  them  not  to  be  English  ships  long 
before,  and  if  they  had  been  English,  he  had  no 
occasion  to  speak^with  them.)  When  those 
ships  were  come  so  near,  they  put  out  French 
colours ; and  thereupou  the  two  men  of  war, 
theSwiftsure  and  Warspight,  made  all  the  sail 
away  possibly  they  could,  leaving  the  merchants 
ships,  and  ships  with  provisions  for  Spain  and 
Portugal,  which  captain  Griffiths  had  under  his 
care,  to  shift  for  themselves,  and  of  18  merch- 
ant ships  that  were  in  the  company,  13  were 
taken,  so  that  most  of  them  did  not  escape,  as 
is  asserted  in  the  Answer. 

4 It  was  also  proved,  that  these  French  ships 
were  cruising,  and  not  going  directly  to  the 
West  Indies,  as  the  Answer  asserts,  and  that 
they  kept  cruising  all  together  about  nine  days 
after  this  action,  and  then  sent  their  prizes  with 
five  of  their  men  of  war  into  Brest,  and  the 
rest  of  the  men  of  war  continued  cruising  about 
14  days  longer,  and  then  they  also  returned  to 
Brest. 

4 It  was  farther  proved,  that  the  letter  wrote 
from  Dinaut  by  captain  John  Hunt,  complain- 
ing of  captain  Grilfith&’s  behaviour,  was  l»y  sir 
Edmund  Harrison  and  Mr.  Menckell  laid  be- 
fore the  Prince’s  council,  who  told  them,  they 
bad  been  informed  of  the  matter  before,  and 
were  sending  directions  to  Lisbon  to  have  cap- 
tain Griffiths  tried  ; to  which  sir  Edmund  Har- 
rison then  objected,  that  such  a trial  must  sig- 
nify very  little,  since  no  evidence  could  be  had 
against  him  at  that  place. 

4 Notwithstanding,  there  was  an  order  sent 
in  April  last,  for  trying  captain  Griffiths  at  Lis- 
bon, at  a court-martial.  The  Lords  Commit- 
tees having  desired  to  know  what  was  done 
upon  that  order,  have  been  since  informed  by 
a paper  dated  from  the  Admiralty  Office  to  this 
effect,  that  he  was  tried  accordingly  ; and  it  is 
presumed  he  was  acquitted,  because  he  was 
continued  in  his  command  : But  the  result  of 

the  court  martial  is  not  sent  to  that  Office;  and 
he  who  acted  as  Judge  Advocate  at  the  trial  is 
eince  drowned.  The  same  paper  goes  on  to 
say,  that  the  trial  was  at  the  desire  of  the 
merchants,  because  there  was  no  evidence 
against  him  at  home.  Whereas  it  is  observed 
before,  that  sir  Edmund  Harrison  told  the 
Prince's  council,  there  would  be  no  evidence 
against  him  if  he  were  tried  at  Lisbon. 

* The  ninth  paragraph  of  the  Answer  relates 
to  the  loss  of  the  Hampton-Court  and  Grafton 
men  of  war,  which,  together  with  the  Royal 
Oak,  and  the  merchant  ships  under  their  con- 
voy, sailed  from  the  Downs  the  first  of  May 
last. 

4 The  Answer  affirms,  that,  notwithstanding 
what  Mr.  Dawson  swore  before  the  Lords,  that 
ha  was  told  at  the  Admiralty  Office,  the  29th 
of  April  last,  that  the  Dunkirk  squadron  was 
gone  westward  ; yet  there  was  no  notice  at  that 


time  of  the  Dunkirk  squadron,  otherwise  than 
that  they  were  in  the  Flemish  Road : Where- 

fore the  three  men  of  war,  one  of  76,  and  the 
other  two  each  of  70  guns,  were  judged  a suffi- 
cient convoy  from  the  Downs  to  Spitliead.  Mr. 
Dawson  being  ordered  to  attend  the  Lords,  and 
acquainted  with  what  was  charged  upon  hiui, 
did  again  affirm  upon  oath,  that  the  governor 
and  committee  of  the  Mu&covia  company,  of 
which  he  was  one,  attended  the  Prince's  coun- 
cil on  Tuesday  the  29th  of  April  last,  to  know 
what  convoy  was  appointed  for  that  trade;  and, 
being  told  by  the  Prince’s  council,  that  one 
fourth  and  two  fifth  rates  would  be  their  con- 
voy, the  governor  and  committee  represented 
their  fears  of  danger  from  the  Dunkirk  squad- 
ron ; but  were  then  told  from  the  board,  they 
need  be  under  no  apprehension  on  that  score, 
for  the  Dunkirk  squadron  was  gone  to  the 
westward.  He  also  mentioned  many  circum- 
stances, which  made  him  so  very  positive  as  to 
the  time  ; and  observed,  that  if  the  committee 
had  been  told  at  the  board,  that  the  Dunkirk 
squadron  was  then  in  the  Flemish  Road,  it  was 
so  far  from  being  an  argument  to  persuade 
them  to  acquiesce  with  so  small  a convoy,  that 
it  must  have  increased  their  fears,  that  station 
being  equally  proper  for  the  squadron  to  sail, 
either  to  the  northward  or  westward. 

* Sir  Benjamin  Ayloff,  governor  of  the  Mas- 
covia  company,  and  five  of  the  committee  of 
the  same  company,  viz.  Mr.  Randolph  Knipe, 
Mr.  llcnry  Phill,  Mr.  Josiali  Wadsworth,  Mr. 
Thomas  Stiles  and  Mr.  Samuel  lleathcote,  did 
also  severally  depose,  that  they  did  attend  the 
Prince's  council  the  29th  day  of  April  Iasi,  and 
then  were  told  from  the  hoard,  that  the  three 
ships  designed  for  them  were  sufficient  for  their 
security,  because  the  Dunkirk  squadron  was 
gone  westward,  and  four  of  them,  viz.  Sir  Ben- 
jamin Ayloff,  Mr.  Wadsworth,  Mr.  Styles,  and 
Mr.  Phill,  swore,  they  believed  admiral 
Churchill  was  the  person  that  told  them  so,  but, 
as  to  that  particular,  they  were  not  so  positive. 

4 This  matter  of  fact  being  directly  proved  by 
so  many  persons  of  unquestionable  credit,  the 
Lords  Committees  think,  that,  by  the  reason- 
ing used  in  the  Answer,  the  Prince's  council 
could  not  judge  the  three  men  of  war  a suffici- 
ent convoy,  and  consequently  ought  to  hare 
suffered  them  to  sail  westward  on  the  first  of 
May;  especially  considering  that  from  time  to 
time  notice  lmd  been  sent  to  the  Admiralty 
Office,  from  both  the  secretaries  of  state,  of  die 
strength  of  the  Dunkirk  squadron  ; and  when 
it  is  so  fully  proved,  that  they  owned,  that 
they  had  notice  that  the  squadrou  was  gone 
westward. 

4 The  tenth  Paragraph  of  die  Answer  relates 
to  the  complaint  of  the  merchants,  touching  die 
Russia  ships. 

4 The  instructions  to  sir  William  Whetstone, 
of  the  10th  of  June  last,  take  notice,  that  the 
Dunkirk  squadron  was  gone  iiordiwnrd,  and 
that  there  was  reason  to  believe  they  were  de- 
signed for  the  coast  of  Norway;  and  that  they 
would  look  out  for,  and  endeavour  to  intercept 
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the  fleet  bound  to  Russia  for  naval  stores  ; 
which' made  it  absolutely  necessary,  that  the 
convoys  to  that  trade  should  be  strengthened  ; 
and  lie  is  thereby  directed  to  proceed  with  all 
the  mercbaut  ships  under  his  convoy,  as  far  as 
the  northermost  part  of  the  Isle  of  Shetland, 
and  there  to  leave  them  to  prosecute  their  voy- 
age with  their  proper  convoy. 

‘ The  Lords  mdke  this  Observation,  that  after 
auch  intelligence,  it  appears  very  reasonable, 
list  sir  William  Whetstone's  orders  should  have 
been  to  sec  a fleet  of  such  consequence  out  of 
(Unger,  before  he  left  them. 

* The  Lords’  Committees  do  think  it  neces- 
nrj  to  inform  the  House,  that  captain  Nenyon 
-Masters,  commander  of  the  ship  Nenyon  and 
Benjamin,  made  oath,  that  on  or  about  the  9th 
da;  of  July  last,  his  ship,  together  with  about 
eleren  or  more  English  ships,  were  unfortu- 
nately taken  in  their  voyage  to  Archangel,  by 
the  chevalier  Fourbin's  squadron,  consisting  of 
tevcn  French  ships  of  war : That  his  ship  was 
the  first  taken,  and  lie  was  immediately  carried 
on  hoard  Monsieur  Fourbin,  who  demanded  of 
km  what  number  of  convoys  the  English  fleet 
hound  for  Archangel  hnd  with  them.  He  an- 
J»ered,  Twelve  sail : To  which  Fourbin  re- 
plied, he  spake  what  was  false,  for  there  were 
only  three  ships  of  war  convoy  to  the  English 
fleet;  Fourbin  tlien  declaring,  that  he  kuew 
admiral  Whetstone,  with  his  squadron,  came 
»iib  the  fleet  no  farther  than  the  Isle  of  Shet- 
land, snd  then  returned  back  again. 

‘ As  to  the  eleventh  Head  of  the  Answer,  re- 
specting the  merchants  complaint  of  the  weak- 
ness of  the  convoy  sent  for  conducting  the  king 
oi  Portugal's  horses  and  the  trade  to  Lisbon, 
the  Lords  Committees  do  only  make  this  ob- 
servation, that  the  fleet  having  lain  at  Spithead 
for  many  months,  whereby  the  enemy  had  an 
opportunity  of  knowing  the  value  and  conse- 
quence of  it,  and  notice  being  taken  in  tlie 
orders  to  captain  Edwards,  of  the  7th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1707,  of  a squadron  of  the  enemy's 
ships  cruising  betwixt  Stilly  and  Ushant,  and 
notice  being  also  taken  in  the  orders  of  the  6th 
of  October  to  sir  John  Leake,  that  Monsieur 
Fourbin  was  sailed  from  Brest  with  several 
thips,  and  was  to  be  joined  with  others,  it  seems 
’err  unaccoanteble,  that  at  last  such  a fleet 
should  be  suffered  to  sail  without  a greater 
strength. 

‘ The  13tb,  14th,  15th,  and  16th  paragraphs 
of  the  Answer,  relating  principally  to  the  former 
deposition  of  Mr.  Jacob  Henckell,  the  Lords 
Committees  ordered  him  to  attend  again;  and 
he  was  farther  examined  in  relation  to  the  facts 
mentioned  in  the  Answer.  He  desired  to  ob- 
serve, that  the  13th  paragraph  made  him  say 
*hat  was  not  in  his  deposition ; for  he  did  not 
BJ,  the  com  ships  were  ready  to  sail  in  July 
sod  August,  but,  that  a great  quantity  of  corn 
*»>  bought  in  those  mouths. 

4 h any  thing  was  concerted  at  the  Hague, 
text  tbe  ships  of  the  Staten-general  should  call 
w Spithead,  to  take  our  merchant  ships  under 
w**-'  convoy,  it  was  strange  no  notice  should 


be  given  of  so  good  an  agreement,  that  so  the 
merchants  might  have  disposed  their  affairs  for 
taking  the  benefit  of  it,  especially  when  he  and 
other  corn  merchants  very  frequently  applied 
to  the  Prince’s  council,  to  know  when  they 
might  expect  a convoy. 

4 As  to  what  is  said  of  the  great  number  of 
convoys  which  have  gone  between  England  and 
Portugal  since  April,  1703.  Whereas  the  Dutch 
have  seldom  sent  above  one  convoy  in  a year, 
and  the  inference  made  from  thence,  that  there- 
fore it  is  not  probable  the  king  of  Portugal's 
magazines  and  armies  should  be  furnished  from 
Holland. 

4 Mr.  Henckell  still  affirmed  the  fact  to  be  so 
as  he  had  formerly  sworn,  and  that,  at  the  very 
time  of  his  examination,  the  Portuguese  have 
great  quantities  of  corn  shipped  in  Holland  ; 
and  though  the  Dutch  have  not  tent  so  many 
convoys  as  have  gone  from  England,  yet  they 
go  at  certain  and  proper  times,  by  reason 
whereof  their  corn  arrives  in  a good  condition  ; 
whereas  the  unaccountable  delays  and  uncer- 
tainties of  the  English  Conroys  have  been  the 
occasion  of  great  losses  to  our  merchants,  and 
great  disappointments  to  the  Portuguese.  He 
also  took  notice,  that  of  the  many  convoys 
enumerated  in  the  Answer,  several  of  them 
were  fleets  or  squadrons  of  men  of  war,  of  which 
the  merchants  bad  no  notice,  nor  were  allowed 
to  have  any  benefit,  as  appeared  by  the  14th 
Head  of  the  Answer,  relating  to  the  fleet  that 
sailed  with  sir  Cloudsley  Shovel. 

4 In  the  14th  Head  of  the  Answer,  ranch 
weight  seems  to  be  lain  upon  this,  that  the 
Nassau  did  not  arrive  at  Spithead  till  the  30th 
of  October,  whereas  Mr.  Henckell,  in  his  com- 
plaint, had  sworn  the  Nassau  came  to  Spithead 
the  18th  at  night,  the  same  day  the  convoy 
sailed  from  thence.  To  clear  himself,  Mr.' 
Henckell  produced  two  originnl  letters  signed 
by  Cornelius  Collier,  his  captain,  written  from 
Portsmouth,  the  one  dated  the  19th  of  October, 
which  says,  the  Nassau  came  too  late  for  the 
convoy,  hut  was  at  that  time  at  Spithead  ; and 
the  other  dated  the  25th,  which  says  expressly, 
the  Nassau  caine  to  St.  Helens  the  same  night 
the  Lisbon  fleet  sailed.  Mr.  Henckell  affirmed 
also,  that  he  had  other  advices  which  fully  ve- 
rified what  he  had  said  in  his  former  deposition, 
as  to  the  Nassau’s  arriving-the  18th  at  Spithead. 

4 Mr.  Henckell  farther  said,  that  the  convoy 
mentioned  jn  that  paragraph  of  the  Answer, 
consisting  of  four  ships  of  war,  which  is  there 
said  to  have  sailed  the  18lh  of  June,  does  ap- 
pear by  the  paper  marked  F.  (to  which  the  pa- 
ragraph refers)  to  be  a convoy  that  sailed  from 
Portugal  that  day,  and  so  does  not  contradict 
what  the  merchants  had  insisted  on  in  their 
complaint,  that  there  was  no  convoy  for  Portu- 
gal between  March  and  October,  a homeward- 
bound  convoy  being  mistaken  in  the  Answer 
for  an  outward  bound  convoy,  and  consequent- 
ly it  was  no  contradiction  to  what  the  mer- 
chants had  affirmed  : and  though  in  the  16th 
paragraph  of  the  Answer  it  be  asserted,  that 
the  three  ship#  appointed  for  convoy  to  the 
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Portugal  fleet,  were  at  that  time  thought  a suf- 
ficient convoy,  Mr.  Henrkeli  swears,  the  Prince’s 
council  (by  tbe  reasoning  of  the  merchants  be- 
fore them)  was  convinced  of  the  contrary,  at 
the  time  the  convoy  was  sent,  and  did  then  pre- 
tend no  other  reason  for  their  not  strengthening 
it,  but  want  of  ships.  And  he  desired  to  refer 
particularly  to  the  remonstrance  of  the  10th  of 
October  last,  which  was  delivered  at  that  tune 
by  the  merchants  to  the  Prince’s  council,  and  is 
now  lying  before  the  House  ; whereby,  in  very 
strong  teims,  they  represented  their  many  soli- 
citations without  effect,  the  great  delays  they 
had  met  with,  and  their  great  sense  of  danger, 
if  they  should  proceed  without  that  convoy,  as 
well  as  of  their  certain  ruin  by  any  farther  delay. 

4 The  17th  Head  of  the  Answer  says,  that 
the  ships  which  the  merchants  supposed  lay 
idle  at  Portsmouth  so  long,  were  under  orders 
for  particular  services,  as  appears  by  tlie  papers 
marked  C r. 

4 Upon  consideration  of  this  paragraph,  and 
of  the  paper  marked  G.  to  which  it  relers,  the 
matters  of  fact,  whereof  the  merchants  did 
complain,  seem,  in  effect,  to  he  admitted  to  be 
true;  and  tbe  services  for  which  it  is  all  edged 
the  ships  were  designed,  do  not  appear  so  press- 
ing, but  that  some  of  them  might  have  been 
employed  to  help  the  merchants  in  their  great 
extremity. 

4 As  to  the  18th  Head,  which  relates  to  Mr. 
Coward's  complaint  of  the  long  detaining  of  his 
ships  let  to  freight  to  the  Commissioners  of 
victualling;  the  Answer  says,  it  is  not  doubted 
they  were  taken  up  at  so  much  a month  freight, 
and  the  owners  will  be  pnid  for  the  time  they 
have  l»een  employed,  according  to  the  agree- 
ment made  with  them.  Mr.  Coward  deposed, 
that  his  ships  were  not  taken  by  the  month  (as 
the  Answer  alledged)' but  the  contract  was  at 
three  pounds  a tun,  directly  for  Jamaica,  which 
might  have  been  performed  in  seven  or  eight 
weeks : whereas,  by  means  of  the  deviations 
complained  of,  they  have  been  detained  ever 
since  the  15th  of  November,  1706,  and  were 
yet  in  Ireland  at  the  time  of  the  complaint, 
whereby  the  ships  are  ruined,  and  he  left  at 
mercy,  as  to  any  satisfaction. 

* The  19th  Paragraph  of  the  Answer  takes 
notice,  how  far  Mr.  Palmer  had  forgot  himself, 
and  imposed  upou  the  Lords  in  his  deposition, 
for  that  the  Litchfield  prize  did  not  arrive  at 
Portsmouth  till  the  7th  of  June;  whereas  sir 
Cioudesly  Shovel  was  off  of  Lisbon  the  9th  of 
June ; and  therefore  it  was  not  possible  that 
the  Litchfield  prize  should  have  joined  him  at 
Plymouth. 

4 Mr.  Palmer  being  examined  as  to  this  par- 
ticular, said,  That  in  this  compliant  it  was 
alledged,  the  Litchfield  prize  came  to  Spit  bead 
the  7th  of  July,  not  of  June,  as  it  is  repeated 
in  the  Answer ; but  he  owned  his  mistake  in 
saying,  if  the  Litchfield  prize  might  have  pro- 
ceeded to  Plymouth,  the  corn-ships  might  have 
joined  sir  Cioudesly  Shovel’s  fleet ; whereas  he 
meant  to  have  said,  the  transport-fleet,  which 
at  that  time  lay  at  Plymouth  bound  to  Portugal. 


4 To  shew  that  it  was  a mere  mistake,  lie 
produced  to  the  Lords  three  original  letten 
from  Portsmouth,  wrote  by  bis  master,  Richard 
Iliccard,  dated  the  7th,  12th,  and  28th  of  July, 
which  mention  the  transport- fleet,  which  bad 
lain  for  a considerable  while  at  Plymouth,  «nd 
(as  those  letters  say)  sailed  for  Portugal  about 
that  time. 

4 The  twentieth  Paragraph,  affirming  that  the 
Article  in  the  Gazette  of  the  8th  of  May,  1707, 
which  the  merchants  had  produced,  was  very 
ignorantly  and  unadvisedly  iuserted,  the  fact 
being  entirely  wrong  ; the  Lords  Committees 
thought  fit  to  be  informed,  how  that  passage 
came  to  be  put  into  the  Gazette;  and  upon 
examination  it  appeared,  that  Mr.  Stepney  tbe 
12th  of  May,  N.  S.  wrote  a letter  from  Antwerp 
to  the  earl  of  Sunderland,  at  the  solicitations 
of  some  considerable  traders  there,  represent- 
ing the  hardships  they  lay  under  for  want  of  a 
couvoy  from  Ostend,  (though  it  had  been  pro- 
mised, and  several  tiroes  notified  on  tbe  Ex- 
change of  London)  to  their  great  loss  and  dis- 
couragement, and  what  was  like  to  have  an  ill 
influence  on  that  trade,  which  was  in  a way  of 
being  better  established  than  ever;  end  that, 
afterward,  upon  the  arrival  of  that  fleet  at 
Ostend,  Mr.  Stepney  wrote  another  letter  to 
the  earl  of  Sunderland,  dated  the  14th  of  Miy, 
N.  S.  the  very  words  of  which  second  letter 
are  those  transcribed  into  the  Gazette. 

4 The  Complaint  of  the  Merchants,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Virginia  trade,  consisted  of  many 
particulars  ; none  of  which  seem  to  the  Lords 
Committees  to  be  answered  or  excused,  by 
what  is  alledged  in  tbe  22d,  23d,  and  24tb 
paragraphs  of  the  Answer,  nor  by  tbe  paper 
marked  if,  to  which  the  23d  paragraph  doel 
refer. 

4 The  25th  and  26th  Paragraphs  of  tbe  An* 
swer,  which  relate  to  the  complaint  of  Mr. 
John  Wood,  of  the  difficulties  and  delayshemet 
with  in  getting  his  vessels,  loaden  with  com,  to 
Portsmouth,  containing  nothing  in  particular, 
besides  one  matter  of  fact,  viz.  That  tbe  Charles 
galley  and  the  Gosport,  the  two  convoys  for  the 
corn-ships  to  Spithead,  were  so  far  from  running 
from  the  trade  (as  was  falsly  and  maliciously  in- 
sinuated by  Mr.  Wood)  that  they  kept  the  mer- 
chant ships  company,  and  brought  them  »te 
to  Spithead,  ns  the  captain  of  the  Chadrt 
galley  informed  the  Prince’s  council  by  letter. 

4 Mr.  John  Wood  being  sent  for,  and  charged 
with  this  matter,  produced  two  letters,  which 
he  made  oath  were  sent  to  him  from  Ports- 
mouth, by  captain  Edward  Friend,  the  master 
of  one  of  the  corn -ships  ; the  first  dated  the 
2 1st,  and  the  other  the  22d  of  June  last, 
wherein  it  is  expressly  affirmed,  that,  about 
eight  o’clock  in  the  evening,  the  commawief 
of  the  convoy  sent  his  boat  aboard  then*** 
chants,  to  tell  them  the  news,  that  the  Pu0* 
kirk  squadron  was  at  sea,  and  at  the  same  tune 
to  let  them  know  that  the  convoy  will  ta^e  00 
farther  care  of  them,  but  would  make  tbe  b«t 
of  their  way  to  Portsmouth,  and  the  merchant* 
must  shift  for  themselves. 
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‘ Captain  John  Falkner,  the  master  of  the 
Mary,  another  of  the  ships  from  Shorcham, 
nude  oath,  that  toe  commander  of  the  convoy 
tent  his  boat  aboard  [he  merchants,  lo  tell 
them,  that  he  had  advice  of  a French  squadron, 
and  that  they  most  shift  for  themselves  ; for 
they  would  take  no  care  of  them,  hut  would . 
uuie  the  best  of  their  way  to  Portsmouth,  and 
h*  swore  the  convoys  were  as  good  as  their 
words,  and  made  away  with  all  the  sail  they 
could,  and  got  in  thither  a considerable  time 
before  the  merchants,  who  were  iu  very  great 
danger  of  being  taken,  having  been  cbnscd  at 
least  eight  hours  by  a French  privateer.  The 
same  captain  did,  upon  his  oath,  confirm  what 
Mr.  Wood  had  before  alledged,  that  for  full  six 
months,  while  he  lay  at  Shoreham,  the  French 
prirateers  did  continually  cruise  on  the  coast  in 
considerable  numbers  j but  in  all  that  lime 
l<  could  never  sec  or  be  informed  of  uny 
man  of  war  cruising  to  prevent  or  intercept 
them. 

‘ As  to  what  is  said  in  the  Answer,  that  the 
men  of  war  who  sail  eastward  or  westward, 
have  always  directions  to  call  at  several  ports 
m tbe  way  ; Mr.  Wood  added  to  what  he  had 
laid  before,  that  if  they  had  such  orders,  it  was 
•trange  not  one  of  them  should  ever  appear 
of  of  that  harbour  in  six  months  time. 

‘ The  S7tli  Paragraph  of  the  Answer  relates 
to  tbe  merchants  complaints  of  the  many  and 
srest  losses  of  ships  oil'  of  Beachey,  and  upon 
tbe  Eoglish  coast  in  their  return  home. 

‘ What  this  Parugrupli  says,  is,  that  these 
daps  were  runners,  and  should  have  put  into 
Portsmouih  till  they  had  an  opportunity  of 
convoy ; but  when  the  merchants  shall  leave 
off  trading  in  these  galleys  or  runners,  (which 
see  subject  to  many  misfortunes  by  going 
without  cotivoy)  it  is  ui  be  hoped  their  losses 
will  be  tess. 

‘Their  lordships  cannot  think  U strange,  if 
the  merchants  are  very  unwilling  to  put  into 
Portsmouth,  in  hopes  of  convoy,  after  tbe  in- 
stancet given  by  them  of  their  ships  lying  there 
for  many  months,  in  vain  expectation  of  men 
of  war  to  convoy  them. 

‘ As  to  die  proposal  for  the  merchants  leav- 
ing off  to  trade  in  galleys,  in  expectation  of 
convoys:  the  Lords  Committees  observe,  the 
use  of  this  kind  of  vessels  was  taken  up  during 
the  late  war,  and  has  been  continued  ever 
twee  with  very  great  success  till  witiiin  two 
Jeen  last,  durme  which  time  there  has  been, 
m * manner,  a total  neglect  of  having  any 
cruners  in  the  Channels  or  Soundings,  or  any  , 
men  of  war  to  guard  the  coasts. 

'These  slaps  are  built  for  sailing,  and  also 
to  row  with  uars,  aud  carry  no  more  goods  than 
te  proper  for  jailing,  and  carry  twice  tbe 
Somber  of  men  to  a common  sailing  ship,  and 
•re of  force  from  16  to  40  guns. — There  is  no 
convoy  granted  to  any  trade  within  the  Streights 
bat  to  Turkey  only,  which  is  never  above 
emee  in  the  year,  and  must  he  acknowledged  to 
be  too  seldom  to  answer  the  occasions  of  the 
ternien  to  Leghorn,  Genoa,  Venice,  and  other  . 
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places  in  those  seas. — If  therefore  the  use  of 
gallies  or  single  ships  be  laid  down  (for  if  any 
single  ships  be  used  til  trading,  it  will  be  granted 
the  galleys  are  better  sailors,  and  have  ill* 
advantage  of  any  common  built  ships)  and  all 
the  Mediterranean  trade  is  to  be  carried  ou 
by  convoys,  tlmt  whole  trade  will  be  in  a 
manner  lost  to  England,  especially  in  respect 
to  fish,  and  other  perishable  commodities  ; and 
would  be  soon  felt  in  a very  heavy  manner  in 
all  parts  of  the  nation,  the  great  conseqnenc* 
of  that  trade  fully  appearing  by  the  merchant*, 
proofs  set  down  in  the  report  made  upon  their 
etition. — It  is  necessary  for  the  safety  and 
onour  of  the  kingdom,  and  of  nil  manner  of 
trade  whatsoever,  that  the  Channel  and  Sound- 
ings he  well  guarded  ; and  if  this  be  done,  llic 
traders  in  galleys  own  they  have  no  reason  to 
complain. — The  enemy  have  not  altered  their 
way  of  makiue  war  by  sea  : they  always  en- 
deavoured to  infest  our  trade  by  their  priva- 
teers, to  as  great  a degree  as  they  could,  hut  it 
must  be  owned,  that  of  late  they  have  had 
greater  success  than  ever,  and  the  great  en- 
couragement they  met  with,  (the  sea  in  effect 
being  laid  open  to  them)  it  is  too  probable  will 
soon  increase  their  numbers. 

‘ The  merchants  do  insist,  that  the  List  of 
1 146  ships,  given  in  by  them,  does  not  contain 
all  their  losses  daring  this  w ar,  but,  in  a manner, 
such  only  as  have  been  taken  in  the  Channel* 
and  Soundings,  within  two  or  three  years  last 
past,  and  principally  such  as  do  belong  to  the 
Port  of  London.  They  have  already  had  an 
accountof  34  ships  taken  in  the  Channels  and 
Soundings,  since  they  made  their  complaint  to. 
the  House  of  Lords ; of  which  ships  they  deli- 
vered a list  to  the  Committee,  and  affirmed, 
that  the  loss  of  those  ships,  by  a modest  com- 
putation, amounted  lo  above  17,000/.  They  < 
affirmed,  that  besides  those  named  in  that  list, 
several  other  rich  ships  are  missing,  and  many 
of  them,  they  fear,  have  met  with  the  same 
fate,  the  Channel  and  Soundings  being  infested 
with  the  cuemy’s  men  of  war  and  privateer*, 
as  much  as  ever.  The  neutral  ships  which 
come  into  the  port*  of  Britain,  declaring,  that 
they  have  been  boarded  by  them  in  those 
places  several  times  in  a day. 

‘ The  Answer  (as  - to  vvhat  concerns  Mr. 
Benjnmin  Way)  says  expressly  that  matter  *as 
not  complained  of  at  tbe  Admiralty  office, 
before  it  was  brought  to  the  Lords. 

' This  seems  very  strange,  tor  it  appears 
plainly  by  the  two  letters  marked  J and  K, 
referred  to  in  the  Answer  itself  and  sent  there- 
with to  the  Lords,  that  both  of  them  were  w ritten 
upon  occasion  of  a complaint  made  by  Way  to 
the  Admiralty,  and  are  only  copies  of  the  very 
same  letters  winch  were  annexed  to  Way’sconi- 
plailit  to  the  Lords,  aud  were  sent  together  with, 
the  Lords’  Report  to  the  Lord  High  Admiral. 

Thisis  what  the  Lords  Committees  have  humbly 
fonder  to  your  lord  nips,  in  relation  to  so  much 
of  the  Answer  as  concerns  the  merchants  corns 
plaints. — Tbe  remaining  part  of  it  teems  it)-- 
tirely  foreign  to  the  subject  of  the  tepoyi,t 
2 U 
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containing  only  an  unnecessary  comparison 
of  the  management  of  the  naval  affairs  in  this 
and  the  late  war  ; since  any  faults  or  errors 
which  might  have  happened  at  that  time,  would 
not  lessen  the  misfortunes  of  the  merchants, 
or  justify  any  wrong  conduct  at  present.  But 
the  Lords  Committees  think  themselves  obliged 
to  lay  before  your  lordships,  Several  very  plain 
mistakes  which  they  6nd  in  this  part  of  the 
paper. 

‘ In  (he  first  Observation  it  is  asserted,  that 
the  parliament  has  not  in  this  reign  given  one 
farthing  of  money  for  the  building  of  ships  ; 
and  that  in  the  last  war  there  was  about  four 
millions  given  for  that  and  other  extraordinary 
services,  and  yet  the  royal  navy  wns  less  ill 
strength  at  the  end  thereof  than  at  the  begin- 
ning,  by  twenty  ships  of  the  line  of  battle. — 
This  is  so  far  from  being  a right  state  of  the 
case,  that  in  this  observation  there  appears,  at 
first  sight,  a mistake  of  no  less  than  three  mil- 
lions in  four,  the  w hole  sum  given  for  building 
of  ships  in  the  last  war  not  amounting  to  one 
million.  This,  in  effect,  was  afterwards  con- 
fessed in  a second  paper  sent  from  the  Ad- 
miralty-office, of  the  28th  of  January,  1707, 
by  way  of  explanation  of  a former  Paper  de- 
livered to  the  Lords  Committees  from  that 
office. 

‘ In  this  second  Paper,  notice  is  taken  of  the 
Numbers  and  Rates  of  ships  provided  for  by 
parliament,  and  the  days  are  set  down  when 
the  money  was  voted  for  them,  but  the  sums 
are  omitted,  which  would  have  too  plainly  con- 
tradicted the  assertion,  that  four  millions  were 
granted. 

‘ The  true  state  of  that  matter  will  appear  by 
the  foremeniioned  second  paper,  if  the  sums 
be  added,  as  the  same  are  set  down  in  the  first 
of  those  papers  from  tha  Admiralty-office,  and 
is  as  follows.  There  was  given  for  building 
ships, 

X.  t. 


Oct  10,  1690,  of  3rd  Rate,  No  3 - 
Dec.  24,  — of  3rd  — —17  7 

of  4th  — — 10  { 

Dec.  2,  1692,  of  4th  — — 8 - 

Nov.  30,  1694,  of  2nd  — — 4 - 

Dec. ' 6,-  1 693,  of  — — — - 

— — — of  3rd  — — 4 > 

— yf  4th  . — . 8 | 


88,008  10 
570,000  0 

79,308  0 
70,000  0 
138,424  0 

65,835  19 


■£■  1,011,570  9 


• Memorandum,  That  the  one-third  Excise 
which  was  given  for  570,000/.  did  produce  but 
845,617/.  111.  ?td.  of  which  there  has  been 
paid  for  building  the  27  ships  453,591/.  19j. 
and  to  other  uses  29, 025/.  12s.  2 \d. 

‘ 1 bese  were  all  the  sums  granted  by  parlia- 
ment for  building  ships  during  that  whole  war : 
the  other  sums  set  down  in  the  first  paper, 
which  makes  the  whole  amount  to  4,579,571/. 
4s.  were  cither  for  the  ordinary  and  cur- 
rent service  of  the  Navy,  as  seamen’s  wages, 
victualling,  &c.  or  for  such  particular  uses  as 
bad  no  relation  to  the  building  of  ships,  such 


as  the  payment  of  marine  officers,  register  of 
seamen,  Ac. 

‘ The  second  Mistake  in  this  Observation  it, 
that  the  Royal  Navy,  instead  of  being  less  at 
the  end  of  the  late  war  by  twenty  slops,  than 
it  was  at  the  beginning,  was  increased  by  113 
ships  and  vessels,  of  which  39  were  of  the  line 
of  battle,  besides  21  ships  which  were  building 
on  the  30th  of  December,  1697,  whereof  13 
were  of  the  line  of  battle. 

‘ And  though  in  the  same  Observation  it  be 
allcdged,  that  nothing  has  been  given  in  this 
reign  for  building  of  ships,  yet  the  provision  for 
the  navy  in  general,  has  been  much  larger  in 
this  war  than  in  the  last ; for  in  this  reign  there 
Ims  been  granted  for  the  use  of  the  navy  (in- 
cluding the  urdntnee  for  sea-service,  and  the 
sums  voted  for  the  service  of  the  year  1708) 
the  sum  of  15,366,867/.  17i.  10rf. 

• Whereas  all  the  sums  received  by  the  trea- 
surers of  the  navy,  between  the  5th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1688,  and  the  30th  of  September,  1697, 
(including  the  money  given  for  building  ships) 
only  amounted  to  the  sum  of  15,136,898/. 
1«.  5d. 

‘ It  may  be  also  observed,  that  in  the  year 
1698,  there  were  105  ships  of  the  line  of  battle 
in  thorough  repair ; whereas  it  appears  that  on 
the  6th  of  December,  1707,  three  first  rates, 
eight  second  rates,  six  third  rates,  nnd  two 
fourth  rates  wanted  rebuilding  nr  great  repairs, 
which,  considering  the  nature  of  the  ships, 
makes  a great  part  of  the  strength  of  the  line 
of  battle. 

‘ The  second  Observation  takes  notice,  that 
the  number  of  the  ships  of  the  navy  of  France, 
taken  or  destroyed  by  her  majesty’s  ships  this 
w-ar,  does  much  exceed  our  lnsses,  as  appears 
by  the  Papers  marked  L and  Af,  where  there  i* 
no  mention  of  the  French  ships  destroyed  by 
the  ships  of  the  States-general. 

‘ The  Lords  Committees  take  notice,  that  by 
the  paper  L,  it  appears  the  greatest  number  of  the 
enemies  ships,  and  those  of  the  greatest  conse- 
quence, were  taken  or  destroyed  in  the  har- 
bours of  Vigo,  Gibraltar,  nnd  Ostend ; at  the 
two  first  of  w hich  places  the  ships  of  the  Stales 
General  assisted.  And  that  during  the  war, 
only  25  ships  of  all  sorts  have  been  taken  or 
destroyed  by  cruising  ships  at  sea,  and  of  that 
number  only  five  ships  from  30  to  60  guns.  By 
the  paper  marked  A/,  it  appears  that  the  num- 
ber of  her  majesty’s  ships  and  vessels  taken 
and  destroyed  by  the  enemies,  during  the  pre- 
sent war,  ore.. 65,  13  whereof  are  ships  of  the 
line  of  battle,  from  50  to  80  guns. — The  sixth 
Observation  is,  that,  in  the  last  war,  the  trade 
of  the  nation  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  near 
4,000  ships. — This  appeared  so  very  strange  to 
the  Lords  Committees,  that  they  sent  (o  the 
Admiralty-office  to  be  informed,  if  there  were 
any  lists  of  those  ship”,  or  what  grounds  ther 
bad  for  making  that  assertion. — The  Answer 
sent  in  return  to  this  message,  wns  a printed 
paper,  without  any  name  of  the  author  w 
printer,  in  which  are  these  words : ‘ It  is  gene- 
rally allowed,  that  the  number  of  ships  and  res 
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sels  miscarried  since  the  war,  does  not  fall  short 
of  4,000 — Upon  consideration  of  this  Paper,  it 
appeared  to  be  a libel,  written  as  a pretended 
answer  to  an  account  published  bj  authority  in 
the  rear  16)5,  of  what  men  of  war  and  priva- 
teers had  been  taken  from  the  French,  from 
the  beginning  of  that  war  ; and,  it  contains  in 
it  not  only  scandalous  reflections  upon  the  par- 
liaments of  that  reign,  but  notoriously  false  re- 
presentations of  matters  of  fact,  which  might 
have  easily  been  known  to  be  so  at  the  Ad- 
miralty-office ; and  therefore  it  seems  very 
strange,  that  such  a libel  should  be  offered  as 
a proof  to  the  Lords,  in  an  answer  which  is 
supposed  to  come  from  that  office. — But  as  an 
evidence  that  there  can  he  no  foundation  of 
truth  for  this  assertion,  the  Lords  Committees 
offer  to  your  lordships  consideration,  that  the 
number  of  English  prisoners,  who  have  been 
reniraed  from  France,  from  the  beginning  of 
tins  war  to  December  last,  amounted  to  18,01 1, 
aad  there  then  remained  in  France  2,000  more; 
whereas  the  number  of  English  prisoners  re- 
turned from  France,  from  the  beginning  of  the 
late  war,  until  the  94th  day  of  June,  1698,  did 
amount  to  uo  more  than  15,250.  And  it  is  not 
probable,  that  the  ship*  taken  in  former  wars 
should  be  so  many  more  than  those  taken  in 
the  present  (as  is  pretended)  when  the  pri- 
soners are  so  remarkably  fewer. — To  the  latter 
part  of  this  sixth  Observation,  That  during  the 
last  war,  we  had  the  ports  of  Spain,  as  well  as 
those  in  the  Spanish  West  Indies,  open  to  se- 
cure our  ships,  not  only  from  the  enemy,  but 
from  bad  weather. — The  Lords  Committees 
say  two  thing*:  1.  That  till  now,  they  never 
heard  that  the  ports  in  the  Spanish  West  In- 
dies were  at  any  time  open  to  secure  English 
men  of  war  or  merchant  ships.  2.  That  the 
many  great  losses  complained  ot  by  the  mer- 
chsnts,  appear  to  have  been  in  the  Channel 
and  Soundings,  and  consequently  the  Spanish 
pom,  though  open,  would  have  been  no  very 
essential  countenance  and  protection  to  them. 

“ May  it  please  your  Majesty  ; 

“We  having  thus  performed  what  we  take 
4 ourselves  to  be  indispensibly  obliged  to,  can- 
4 not  doubt  but  it  will  be  graciously  accepted 
4 by  your  majesty,  as  coining  from  most  du- 

* tiful  subjects,  who  sincerely  wish  they  may 
‘ never  have  occasion  hereafter  of  making  Ad- 
‘ dresses  to  your  majesty,  but  to  congratulate 
4 your  success,  or  to  return  our  humble  ac- 
knowledgements for  tl»e  blessings  of  your 
4 rt  ign.  We  beseech  your  majesty  to  believe, 

* that  none  of  your  subjects  do  exceed  us  in 
4 true  respect  to  his  royal  highness  the  Lord 
‘ Hid»  Admiral : his  great  persouai  virtues  re- 
4 quir^tt,  and  his  near  relation  to  your  majesty 
4 makes  it  our  duty  : and  as  « e do  not  mean 
‘ that  any  thing  in  this  Address  should  in  the 
1 least  reflect  upon  him.  so  we  are  very  well 
‘ assured,  bis  Koval  Highness  will  never  sutler 

* other  persons  to  protect  themselves  unde'-  his 
1 r*ame,  from  a just  pursuit  of  such  faults  or 
4 neglects,  as  immediately  tend  to  the  ruin  of 
‘ trade,  and  the  destruction  of  Britain.  There 
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* cannot  be  a plainer  proof,  that  some  persons 
4 employed  by  the  Lord  High  Admiral  have 
4 made  the  worst  use  imaginable  of  the  trust 
4 he  honours  (hem  with,  than  in  their  p resum  - 
4 ing  to  lay  such  an  Answer  before  the  House 
4 of  Lords  in  his  name.  For  (not  to  take'tio- 
4 tice  of  the  many  things  which  in  the  Second 
4 Report  have  been  alreadylaid  before  your  ma- 
*jesty)  throughout  the  whole  Paper,  there  is 
4 no  hopes  given,  (hat  for  the  future,  an*  better 
4 care  shall  be  taken  of  the  trade  ; on  the  con- 
4 trary,  the  whole  turn  of  the  Answer  seems  to 
4 be  intended  for  exposing  the  complaints  of 
4 the  merchants,  rather  than  pitying  the:r  losses. 
4 We  are  sure  nothing  can  be  more  remote 
4 from  the  goodness  and  compassion  of  the 
4 Lord  High  Admiral’s  temper,  and  the  tender 
4 regard  he  has  always  shewn  for  your  majesty’s 
4 subjects. 

44  May  it  please  your  majesty  : It  is  a most 

4 undoubted  maxim,  that  the  honour,  security 
4 and  wealth  of  this  kingdom  does  depend  upon 
4 the  protection  and  encouragement  of  trade, 
4 and  the  improving  and  right  managing  the 
4 naval  strength.  Other  nations,  who  were 
4 formerly  great  and  powerful  at  sea,  have  by 
4 negligence  and  misconduct  lost  their  trade, 
4 and  seen  their  maritime  strength  entirely 
4 ruined.  Therefore  we  do  in  themo9t  earnest 
4 manner  beseech  your  majesty,  that  the  sea 
4 affairs  may  always  be  your  first  and  most  pe- 
4 culiar  care.  We  humbly  hope  that  it  shall 
4 be  your  majesty’s  chief  and  constant  instrue- 
4 (ion  to  all,  who  shall  have  the  honour  to  ba 
4 employed  in  your  councils,  and  iu  the  adrni- 
4 nistration  of  affairs,  that  they  be  continually 
4 intent  and  watchful  in  what  concerns  tha 
4 trade  and  fleet;  and  that  every  one  of  them 
4 may  be  made  to  know  it  is  his  particular 
4 charge  to  take  care  that  the  seamen  be  eu- 
4 couraged,  the  trade  protected,  discipline  re- 
4 stored,  and  a new  spirit  and  vigour  put  into 
4 the  whole  administration  of  the  navy.” 

The  Queen’s  Answer  Is  the  Lords’  Address .] 
Her  majesty  gave  this  Answer  : 

44  My  Lords;  I will  t&ke  care  to  make  the 
most  useful  observations  on  the  several  particu- 
lars contained  and  referred  to  in  your  Address. 
— It  was  always  my  opinion,  that  the  encou- 
ragement of  trade  and  seamen,  and  the  good 
management  ef  (he  navy,  are  of  the  greatest 
importance  to  the  prosperity  of  this  kini'dom.— 
And  therefore  you  may  he  assured,  1 will  use 
iny  utmost  endeavours  to  encourage  all  those 
whose  duty  it  is,  effectually  to  perform  those 
services/’* 


* 44  On  the  11th  of  February  there  happened 
an  important  change  in  the  administration  in 
England,  for  Mr.  Henry  Boyle,  uncle  to  the 
earl  oi  Burlington,  and  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, was  made  Necretan  of  state,  in  the 
room  of  Mr.  Harley.  Probably  the  affair  of 
Gregg,  Vajiere,  and  Bara,  which  io  some  mea- 
sure affected  Mr.  Harley's  credit,  made  him 
more  earnest  to  bring  about  a change  in  the 
Conduct  of  affairs,  in  winch  he  relied  on  tha 
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XneCommons  thank  the  Queen  for  her  Care  of 

credit  of  the  new  favourite,  Mrs.  Masham. 
The  duke  of  Marlborough,  and  the  Lord-Trea- 
surer, having  discovered  many  of  his  practices, 
laid  them  before  the  queen,  who  would  believe 
nothing,  that  was  suggested  to  his  prejudice. 
Her  majesty  denied,  that  she  had  given  any  au- 
thority for  carrying  messages  to  the  Tories; 
but  would  not  believe,  that  he  or  his  friends 
had  done  it,  nor  would  she  enter  into  any  exa- 
mination of  his  ill-conduct,  and  was  uneasy, 
when  she  heard  it  spoke  of.  These  Lords 
wrote  therefore  to  the  queen,  that  they  could 
serve  her  no  longer,  if  he  was  continued  in  that 
post;  and,  on  the  Sunday  following,  when 
they  were  summoned  to  a cabinet  council,  they 
both  went  to  the  queen  and  told  her,  that  they 
must  quit  her  service,  since  they  saw,  she  was 
resolved  not  to  part  with  Mr.  Harley.  Her 
majesty  seemed  not  much  concerned  at  lord 
Godolpbin’s  offering  to  lay  down;  and  it  was 
believed  to  be  a part  of  Mr.  Harley’s  new 
scheme  to  remove  him ; hut  she  was  mnch 
touched  with  the  duke  of  Marlborough’s  offer- 
ing to  quit,  and  studied,  with  some  soft  expres- 
sions, to  divert  him  from  that  resolution  : But 
he  was  firm,  and  did  not  yield  to  them.  Upon 
this  they  both  went  away,  to  the  wonder  of  the 
whole  court.  Immediately  after,  the  queen 
went  to  the  cabinet  council ; and  Mr.  Harley 
opened  some  matters  relating  to  foreign  affairs. 
The  whole  hoard  was  very  uneasy  ; the  duke 
of  Somerset  said.  That  he  did  not  see  how  they 
could  deliberate  on  such  matters,  since  the 
general  was  not  with  them.  He  repeated  this 
with  some  vehemence,  while  all  the  rest  looked 
on  so  cold  and  sullen,  that  the  cabinet  council 
was  soon  at  an  end  ; and  the  queen  saw,  that 
the  rest  of  her  ministers,  and  the  chief  officers, 
were  resolved  to  withdraw  from  Ikt  sendee,  if 
she  did  not  recal  the  two,  who  had  left  it.  It 
was  said,  that  she  would  have  put  all  to  the 
hazard,  if  Mr.  Harley  himself  had  not  appre- 
hended his  danger,  and  resolved  to  lay  down 
The  queen  sent  the  next  day  for  the  duke  of 
Marlborough,  and,  after  some  expostulations, 
she  told  him,  that  Mr.  Harley  should  imme- 
diately leave  his  post,  which  he  did  within  two 
days.  But  the  queen  seemed  to  carry  a deep 
resentment  of  his  and  the  lord  Godolphin’s  be- 
ll iviour  on  this  occasion;  and,  though  they 
went  on  with  her  business,  they  found  they  had 
not  her  confidence.  The  duchess  of  Marl- 
borough, for  some  weeks,  abstained  from  going 
to  court  ; but  afterwards,  that  breach  was 
made  up  in  appearance,  though  it  was  little 
more  than  an  appearance.  Both  Houses  of 
parliament  expressed  a great  concern  at  this 
rupture  in  the  court,  and  apprehended  the  ill 
effects,  which  it  might  have.  The  Commons 
let  the  hill  of  Supply  lie  on  the  table,  though  it 
was  ordered  for  that  day.  Upon  Mr.  Harley’s 
removal,  sir  Simon  Harcourt  the  attorney-ge- 
neral, sir  Thomas  Mansell  comptroller  of  the 
boushold,  and  Mr.  St.  John  secretary  at  war, 
laid  down  likewise  their  posts."  Tiodal  from 
Burner. 
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the  Affiiirs  of  Spain.]  February  19.  The  Com- 

The  duchess  of  Marlborough,  in  the  Account 
of  her  Conduct,  p.  252,  &c.  speaks  of  this  af- 
fair in  the  following  terms:  14  The  dake  of 
Marlborough  and  lord  Godolphin  had  often 
told  the  queen  in  the  most  respectful  manner, 
that  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  do  her  any 
service,  while  Mr.  Harley  was  in  her  confidence. 
Her  majesty  nevertheless  seemed  determined 
not  to  part  with  him,  till  at  length  those  two 
lords,  being  urged  by  necessity  to  it,  declared 
their  resolution  to  serve  no  longer  with  him; 
and  they  absented  themselves  from  the  coonciL 
Mr.  Harley  would  have  proceeded  to  business 
without  them,  when  the  council  met,  hot  the 
duke  of  Somerset  said,  he  did  not  see  bow  it 
could  be  to  any  purpose,  when  neither  tht 
general  nor  the  treasurer  was  present ; where- 
upon the  council  immediately  broke  op.  This 
had  such  an  effect  upon  the  queen,  that,  very 
soon  after,  Mr.  Harley  was  dismissed  from  bis 
post.  Such  a compliance  with  the  minuter* 
seemed  to  the  eye  of  the  world  a very  gre-at 
concession,  but  was  in  truth  nothing.  For  it 
was  evident  by  what  followed,  that  this  ap- 
pearance of  giving  up  Mr.  Harley  was  with  his 
own  consent,  and  by  his  own  advice,  who,  as 
long  as  Mrs.  Masham  continued  in  favour, 
would,  under  pretence  of  visiting  her,  who  wns 
his  cousin,  have  all  the  opportunities  he  could 
wish  for,  of  practising  upon  the  passions  and 
credulity  of  the  queen ; and  the  method  of  cor- 
responding with  him  had  been  settled  %otne 

time  before. 1 was  fully  apprized  of  all  this, 

continue*  the  duchess;  yet  I resolved  to  try, it 
by  being  easy  and  quiet  I could  regain  any  ui- 
fiuence  with  her  majesty.  She  hud  given  ms 
some  encouragement  to  hope  it.  For  when,  a 
liitle  before  Mr.  Harley's  disnd-sion,  lord 
Marlborough  resolved  to  quit  ft  e sendee;  and 
when,  on  tlmt  ocra-ion,  I hud  with  tears  (which 
a tender  concern  at  die  though’  of  parting  from 
h'  r majr-ty  m ide  ine  shed)  represented  t<»  her, 
that,  if  the  duke  retired,  it  would  be  improper 
and  even  impossible  for  me  t»  stay  at  court 
after  him;  she  declared,  that  shram  d not  bear 
the  thought  of  my  leaving  her  ; and  that  it  must 
never  be.  And  «i  that  time  she  made  met 
promise,  that  if  ever  I should  leave  het  (which, 
she  again  said,  must  never  he)  she  would  be- 
stow my  offices  among  my  children.  Nay.  th« 
Whigs  had  some  reason  to  flatter  tbein-*elvri 
about  this  time,  that  her  majesty  would  become 
better  disposed  to  them,  than  she  had  hitherto 
been.  The  pretender’s  attempt  to  land  in 
Scotland,  which  happened  about  this  time,  gavt 
her  an  alarm,  that  seemed  to  bring  a conviction 
along  with  it,  that  the  Whigs  were  the  most  to 
be  depended  upon  for  the  support  of  her  govern- 
ment; at  least  what  she  said,  in  auswer  to  the 
Lords’  Address  upon  the  occasion,  had  this  ap- 
pearance. But  as  the  danger  presently  blew 
over,  and  as  her  fears  ceased  with  the  cause  of 
them,  so  all  the  hope,  which  the  Whigs  had 
raised  in  themselves  from  those  fears,  presently 
vanished." 
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mons  took  into  consideration  the  queen’s  An- 
swer to  tbeir  Address  of  the  5th  of  Fehruury  *, 


* M During  the  session  of  parliament,  on  the 
18th  of  February,  died  a very  eminent  member 
of  it.  Sir  Edward  Seymour,  at  his  seat  at  Mai- 
den Bradley  m Wiltshire.  Nobility  of  descent, 
rmineocy  of  parts,  great  popularity,  and  a 
leading  influence  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
were  the  distinguishing  circumstances  ol  hi*  life. 
Whether  they  were  attended  with  real  virtue 
and  merit,  cannot  be  deemed  an  improper  in- 
quiry; siuce  without  these  outward  appearances 
arc  insignificant  and  offensive.  In  the  reign  of 
king  Charles  2,  he  laboured  with  uncommon 
diligence  to  promote  the  measures  of  the  court, 
for  the  destruction  of  civil  and  religious  liberty  ; 
and  was  neither  afraid  nor  ashamed  of  any  sort 
of  management.  His  contemptuous  and  brutal 
behaviour  towards  the  House  of  Commons, 
while  he  was  in  the  chair,  was  astonishing  ami 
scarce  credible.  He  acted  there  as  the  marshal 
of  the  court,  and,  agreeably  to  his  instructions 
from  thence,  allowed  the  House  a long  or  short 
day  fn r business.  He  seemed  to  affect  to  be  re- 
membered by  a series' of  words  and  actions,  full 
of  indignity  and  insolence ; nor  did  he  escape 
the  public  reproaches  of  many  members  for  the 
licentiousness  of  his  morals,  which  they  declared 
to  be  a disgrace  to  the  station,  which  he  bore 
in  tneir  House.  In  order  to  bring  him  under 
proper  discipline  and  correction,  the  next 
House  of  Commons  chose  him  their  Speaker : 
but  his  royal  mu>ter,  to  preserve  him  from 
disgrace  and  vexation,  refused  his  approbation 
in  an  unusual  manner.  His  concurrence  in  the 
Revolution,  and  directing  the  Association,  are 
to  be  ascribed  to  a resentment  of  what  be  es- 
teemed ill  usage  under  king  James,  To  the  es- 
tablishment, ease,  and  success  of  king  Wil- 
liams government,  no  one  ever  gave  stronger 
yrnolsof  an  utter  aversion.  When  that  king 
nad  full  evidence  of  his  treasonable  practices, 
such  was  his  majesty’s  generous  regard  to  his 
first  appearances,  that  he  gave  him  Ilia  choice  of 
taking  a place  or  his  trial.  Thoogh  he  had  ofien 
professed  a contempt  for  the  master  and  the 
service,  prudence  and  guilt  disposed  him  to  a 
place.  His  conduct  hi  this  situation  was  a very 
ungrateful  return  for  the  favour,  which  he  hud 
received.  In  pursuance  of  his  counsels  early 
ami  seasonable  remedies  were  neglected;  every 
thing  was  to  wait  the  attention  of  parliament. 
Thu'*  the  coin  was  reduced  to  a ruinous  state, 
which  proved  ti.e  occasion  of  infinite  mischief 
to  affairs  both  at  home  uud  abroad.  Whilst  he 
declaimed  against  and  prosecuted  real  or  imn- 
giruiry  corruptions  I * others,  he  was  a constant 
and  most  able  practitioner  this  wav.  Rival  com- 
panies and  rival  projectors  successfully  employ 
ed  the  sure  method  of  procuring  his  protection. 
Foreign  powers  were  very  sensible  of  the  certain 
way  of  assuring  to  themselves  so  significant  and 
daring  uu  advocate.  Much  of  this  kind  was  sus- 
pected, and  rnuny  things  well  knowu;  yet  with 
an  amazing  sufficiency  he  continued  to  support 
his  authority  and  influence.  The  regards  of  his 


and  the  question  being  put,  u That  the  defici- 
ency of  the  British  troop*  in  Spain  and  Portu- 
gal, at  the  time  of  the  battle  of  Almanza,  had 
bteu  cloefly  occasioned  by  the  want  of  timely 
and  effect uul  recruits  being  sent  thither  It 
passed  in  the  negative;  and,  on  the  contrary, 
an  Address  was  vixed,  and  presenter!  to  the 
queen  1 y the  whole  House,  *4  returning  her  the 
thanks  of  the  House,  for  her  taking  measures  to 
restore  the  aflairs  in  Spain,  and  for  providing 
foreign  troops  for  that  service.’1  To  which  the 
queen  replied,  “ That  she  had  always  looked  up- 
on the  war  of  Spain  to  be  of  so  great  importance 
to  us,  that  she  could  never  fail  of  continuing  her 
utmost  application  to  support  it  in  the  most 
effectual  manner;  and  that  the  satisfaction  they 
had  expressed,  in  their  Address,  for  her  endea- 
vours in  this  matter  was  exirenu  ly  accepta- 
ble to  her.”  The  service  in  Spain  was  much 
decried,  and  there  was  good  reason  for  it : 
Things  there  could  not  be  furnished  but  at  ex- 
pensive rates,  and  the  soldiers  were  generally 
ill  used  in  their  quarters,  and  were  treated  very 
unkindly,  not  by  king  Charles,  but  by  those 
about  him,  and  by  the  bigotted  Spaniards. 

Proceedings  in  relation  to  Scotland.]  Feb. 
27.  This  day  there  was  a great  debate  in  the 
grand  committee  of  the  House  of  Lords,  occa- 
sioned by  a bill  passed  by  the  Commons,  for 
rendering  the  Union  of  the  two  kingdoms  more 
entire,  and  compleat  ; whereby,  in  the  first 

party  were  secured  by  his  unwearied  sincere  ha- 
tred of  king  William.  In  this  reign,  he,  who  in 
a former  had  betrayed  and  trampled  on  the  pri- 
vileges of  a House  of  Commons,  commenced 
the  patron  and  enlarger  of  its  rights. 

4<  His  highest  pretensions  to  public  spirit  and 
public  vyrtue  were  owing  to  opposite  motives. 
His  zeal  in  the  impeachment  of  the  earl  of  Cla- 
reudon,  was  not  the  effect  of  offences  suggested 
in  the  Articles,  but  flowed  from  a desire  of  re- 
commending himself  to  a corrupt  court.  Ma- 
levolence hud  been  long  working  there  on  the 
account  of  that  Earl’s  having  joined  with  the 
earl  of  Southampton,  in  preventing  profuse  and 
destructive  settlements  of  parliament.  The  pro- 
secution of  lord  Somers  arose  from  that 
lord's  ability  and  fidelity  in  the  service  of  hit 
prince  mid  the  public;  for  neither  sir  Edward's 
obligation  nor  inclination  would  have  urged  him 
to  pursue  a real  enemy  of  France.  After  he  had 
been  the  terror  of  bis  enemies,  and  lived 
amongst  his  friends  with  a haughty  superiority, 
a mean  wretch  hurried  him  out  of  the  world,  its 
most  imperious  disturber.  W hen  infirmities  had 
confined  him  to  ins  chair,  Ins  house  was  desert- 
ed by  the  servants  on  the  account  of  some  new 
diversions;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  an  old  fe- 
male bi  ggnr  «»f  the  raaddish  tribe  happened  to 
wander  into  the  apartments,  Finding  the  great 
man  thus  alone,  she  reproached  him  for  all  his 
ciuelty  and  oppiessions,  threatened,  terrified, 
and  handled  him  in  a manner,  the  effects  of 
which  soon  put  an  end  to  a life,  through  the 
whole  course  of  which  he  seemed  equally  in- 
sensible of  crimes  and  punishments.”  Tmdal. 
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place,  it  was  enacted,  u That,  from  the  1st  of  j 
May,  1708,  there  should  be  hut  one  privy-coun- 
cil in  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain.”  All  the  j 
Court  was  against  this  bill.  Those,  who  govern-  I 
ed  Scotland,  desired  to  keep  up  their  authority 
there,  with  the  advantage  they  made  by  it;  J 
and  they  gave  the  ministers  of  England  great  t 
assurances,  that  by  their  influence  elections 
might  be  so  managed,  as  to  serve  all  the  ends  of  ' 
the  court;  but  they  said,  that  without  due  care,  j 
these  might  be  carried  so,  as  to  run  all  the  con- 
trary way.  This  was  tire  secret  motive ; yet 
this  could  not  be  owned  in  a public  assembly  ; 
and  therefore  that,  which  was  pretended,  was, 
that  many  great  families  in  Scotland,  with  the 
greatest  part  of  the  Highlanders,  were  so  ill- 
affected,  that,  without  a watchful  eye,  ever  in- 
tent upon  them,  they  could  not  be  kept  quiet. 
It  lay  at  too  great  a distance  from  London,  to 
be  governed  by  orders  sent  from  thence.  To 
this  it  was  answered,  that  by  the  circuits  of  the 
justiciary  courts,  and  by  justices  of  peace,  that 
country  might  be  well  governed,  notwithstand- 
ing its  distance,  as  Wales  and  Cornwall  were. 
The  bill  had  been  carried  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons by  a great  majority,  that  tiiere  should  be 
only  one  privy  council  for  the  whole  island. 
But,  in  the  House  of.  Lord*,  it  met  with  a con- 
siderable opposition.  The  court  stood  alone  ; 
all  the  Tories,  and  the  much  greater  part  of 
the  Whigs,  were  for  the  bill.  The  court,  seeing 
the  party  for  the  bill  so  strong,  were  willing  to 
compound  the  matter;  and  whereas,  by  the  bill, 
the  council  of  Scotland  was  not  to  sit  afttr  the 
1st  of  May,  the  Court  moved  to  have  it  con- 
tinued to  the  1st  of  Oct.  It  was  visible,  that 
this  was  proposed  only  in  order  to  the  managing 
elections  for  the  next  parliament  ; for  which 
reason  the  Lords  adhered  to  the  day  prefixed  in 
the  bill.  But  a new  debate  arose  about  the 
power  given  by  ihe  bill  to  justices  of  peace, 
which  seemed  to  be  an  encroachment  on  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Lords  regalities,  ami  of 
the  hereditary  Sheriffs  and  Stewards,  who  had 
the  right  of  trying  criminals,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, for  fourteen  days  time  ; yet  it  was  or- 
dinary, in  the  cases  of  great  crimes  and  riots, 
for  the  privy  council  to  take  immediate  cogni- 
sance of  them,  without  any  regard  to  the  four- 
teen days  : So  that  by  this  net  the  justices  of 
peace  were  only  impowered  to  do  that,  which 
the  privy  council  usually  did  ; and,  except  the 
occasion  was  so  great,  as  to  demand  a quick 
dispatch,  it  was  not  to  be  doubted,  but  that 
the  justices  of  peace  would  have  grew t regard 
to  ull  private  rights.  Yet,  since  this  hud  the 
appearance  of  breaking  in  upon  private  rights, 
this  was  much  insisted  on  by  those,  who  hoped, 
by  laying  aside  these  powers  given  to  the  jus- 
tices of  peace,  to  have  gained  the  main  point 
Of  keeping  up  a privy  council  in  Scotland. 
For  all  the  Scots  ministers  said,  that  the  coun- 
try would  be  in  great  danger,  if  there  were  not 
m supreme  government  still  kept  up  in  it.  But 
it  seemed  an  absurd  thing,  that  there 
should  be  a different  administration,  where 
there  was  but  one  legislature.  While  Scotland 


had  an  entire  legislature  within  itself,  the  na- 
tion assembled  in  parliament  could  procure 
the  correction  of  errors  in  the  administration  ; 
whereas  now,  that  it  was  not  a tenth  part  of 
the  legislative  hotly,  if  it  wa*  still  to  be  kept 
under  a different  administration,  that  nation 
could  not  have  strength  enough  to  procure  a.  re- 
dress of  its  grievances  in  par'iamenl ; by  which 
means  they  might  come  to  be  subdued  and 
governed  as  a province.  And  flic  arbitrary 
way,  in  which  ihc  council  of  Scotland  had  pro- 
cuded  ever  since  king  James  the  first's  time, 
hut  more  particularly  since  the  Restoration, 
wn-  fre  sh  in  memory,  and  had  been  n«»  small 
motive  to  induce  the  best  me**  of  that  nation 
to  pronude  tin*  Union,  thru  they  might  be  deli- 
vered from  the  tymnny  of  the  council;  and 
their  hopes  would  be  still  disappointed,  if  they 
were  still  kept  under  «h*t  yoke.  T>  is  point 
was  in  conclusion  welded,  and  the  hill  passed 
by  a majority  of  50  Lords  against  45,  (hough 
to  the  great  di-rontent  of  the  Court.  There 
was  a new  court  of  Exchequer  created  in  Scot- 
land, according  to  the  frame  of  that  C**urt  in 
England.  Special  acts  were  made  tor  the  elec- 
tions and  returns  of  the  representatives  in  both 
Houses  of  parliament ; and  such  was  the  dis- 
position of  the  English  to  oblige  them,  and  tbe 
behaviour  of  tbe  Scots  was  so  discreet,  that 
everything,  that  was  proposed  for  tbe  good  of 
their  country,  was  agreed  to  : Both  Whigs  and 
Tories  vied  with  one  another,  who  should  shew 
most  care  mid  concern  for  the  welfare  of  that 
part  of  Great  Britain.* 

Discoveries  of  a Correspondence  with  France.] 
About  this  time  two  discoveries  were  made, 
very  unlucky  for  Mr.  Harley.  Marshal  Taliard 
wrote  often  to  Mon*.  Chamillard,  but  he  sent 
his  letters  open  to  the  secretary’s  office,  to  be 
erased  and  sealed  up,  and  so  to  be  conveyed 
y tbe  way  of  Holland.  These  were  opeoed 
upon  some  suspicion  in  Holland;  and  it  ap- 

fi  eared,  that  one,  in  the  secretary’s  office,  pot 
etters  in  them,  in  w hich,  as  lie  offered  bis  ser- 
vice to  the  courts  of  France  and  St  Germains, 
so  be  gave  an  account  of  all  transactions  here. 
In  one  of  these  he  sent  a copy  of  the  letter, 
which  the  queen  was  to  write,  in  her  own 
hand,  to  the  emperor ; and  be  marked  what 
parts  of  the  letter  were  drawn  by  tbe  Secre- 
tary, and  what  additions  were  made  to  it  by 
the  lord  Treasurer.  This  was  the  letter,  by 
which  the  queen  pressed  the  sending  prince 
Eugene  into  Spain ; and  this,  if  not  intercepted, 
would  have  been  at  Versailles  many  days  be- 
fore it  could  reach  Vienna.  He,  wlio  sent  this, 
wrote,  that  by  this  they  might  see  w hat  service 
he  could  do  them,  if  well  encouraged.  All  this 
was  sent  over  to  the  Take  of  Marlborough ; 
and  upon  search  it  was  found  to  be  writ  by 
Mr.  William  Gregg,  whom  Mr.  llarlt  y had  not 
only  entertained  as  a a deli  in  his  office,  but 
likewise  taken  into  a particular  confidence, 
without  inquiry  into  the  former  parts  of  his  life; 
for  he  was  a vicious  and  neceasitou*  person. 

* Burnet,  Tiudal. 
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fie  had  been  secretory  to  Mr.  Gregg,  when  ro- 
tident  from  king  William  to  the  court  of  Den- 
mark, and  afterwards  to  Mr.  Vernon,  envoy  to 
tl>e  same  court,  by  whom  he  was  dismissed,  for 
his  ill  conduct.  Mr.  Harley  had  made  use  of 
him  to  get  intelligence  in  Scotland  in  1705,  and 
came  to  trust  him  with  the  perusal  and  settling 
up  of  the  letters,  which  the  French  prisoners, 
here  in  England,  sent  over  to  France,  and  by 
that  means  he  got  into  the  method  of  sending 
intelligence.  He,  when  seized  on,  either  upon 
remorse,  or  the  hopes  of  pardon,  confessed  aU, 
and  signed  his  confession,  upon  which  lie  was 
tried  at  the  sessions  in  the  Old- Bailey,  where  an 
indictment  of  high-treason  was  read  against 
liim,  importing,  44  That  he  had  sent  letters  to 
Mons.  Chamillard,  one  of  the  French  king’s 
prime  ministers,  particularly  one,  dated  the 
28th  of  November  last;  and  others,  wherein 
were  inclosed  the  proceedings  of  both  Houses 
of  parliament,  in  relation  to  the  augmentation 
of  our  forces ; a copy  of  a letter  from  the  queen 
to  the  emperor;  private  business  sent  the  duke 
of  Savoy,  &c.”  To  which  indictment,  Gregg 
having  pleaded  guilty,  the  Lord  Chief  Justice 
IJolt,  and  most  of  the  judges  being  present,  the 
recorder  pronounced  sentence  of  death  against 
him,  as  in  cases  of  high-treason. 

At  the  same  time  John  Bara  and  Alexander 
Valiere,  alias  John  Clarke,  were  also  commit- 
ted to  Newgate  for  corresponding  with  the  ene- 
my ; and  Mr.  Claude  Baud,  a native  of  Pied- 
mont, and  secretary  to  count  Briancon,  envoy 
extraordinary  from  the  duke  of  Savoy,  was  ap- 
prehended, at  the  request  of  that  minister,  by 
warrant  from  the  earl  of  Sunderland,  for  trai- 
torous practices  ngaimt  her  majesty  and  go- 
vernment; but  the  same  night,  as  the  two  mes- 
sengers, who  had  him  in  custody,  were  carry- 
ing him  to  Newgate,  he  made  his  escape  from 
them.  But  being  followed  by  the  queen’s  pro- 
clamation, wherein  a reward  of  200/.  was  pro- 
mised for  discovering  and  securing  him,  he 
was,  within  two  hours  after,  betrayed  by  a 
French  taylor,  in  whose  house  he  had  taken 
sanctuary,  and  put  under  the  custody  of  a mes- 
senger. Valiere  and  Bara,  who  had  been  both  I 
employed  by  Mr.  Harley  ns  his  spies,  to  go 
often  over  to  Calais,  under  pretence  of  bring- 
ing him  intelligence,  were  informed  against  as 
spies  employed  by  France  to  get  intelligence 
from  England.  They  carried  over  many  letters 
to  Calais  and  Boulogne;  and,  as  was  believed, 
gave  such  information  of  our  trade  and  con- 
voys, that  by  their  means,  the  nation  sustained 
such  great  losses  at  sea.  They  were  often 
complained  of  upon  suspicion,  but  were  always 
protected  by  Mr.  Harley;  yet  the  presumptions 
against  them  were  so  violent,  that  they  were 
at  last  seized  on,  and  brought  up  prisone  rs. 

A Committee  of  seven  Lords  were  appointed 
to  examine  Mr.  Gregg,  and  the  aforesaid  per- 
sons. 

These  Examinations  lasted  for  some  weeks ; 
and,  when  they  were  ended,  a full  Report  was 
made  of  them  to  the  House  of  Lords,  who  or- 
dered the  whole  Report,  with  all  the  Examina- 


tions, to  he  laid  before  the  queen  in  an  Ad- 
dress : which  was  accordingly  done. 

The  Jjords*  Address  relating  to  Gregg , and 
Clerk,  alias  Valiere.]  March  18.  The  duke  of 
Bolton  reported  from  the  Lords  Committees, 
appointed  to  draw  an  Address,  to  be  presented 
to  her  majesty,  upon  the  Reports  relating  to 
William  Gregg  and  Alexander  Clerk,  alias 
Valiere,  and  the  Resolutions  thereupon,  and 
debate  of  the  House,  4 That  they  had  accord- 
ingly drawn  an  Address/  Which,  being  rend 
by  the  clerk,  was  agreed  to  by  the  House,  and 
is  as  follows : 

44  We,  your  majesty’s  most  dutiful  and  obe- 
4 dient  subjects,  the  Lords  spiritual  and  tempo- 
4 ral  in  parliament  assembled,  having  been  in- 
1 formed,  that  William  Gregg,  a Clerk  in  the 
4 office  of  the  late  Secretary  Mr.  Harley,  had 

* beeu  indicted  for  High  Treason,  in  holding 
4 correspondence  with  your  majesty’s  enemies, 

4 and  betraying  to  them  secrets  of  the  highest 

* importance ; and  that,  Upon  his  trial,  he  had 
4 confessed  the  indictment,  and  by  that  means 
4 had  prevented  the  Examination,  whereby  the 
‘ public  might  have  been  truly  informed  of  the 
4 particular  nature  and  circumstances  of  his 

* crime:  We  thought  ourselves  indispensibly 

* obliged,  in  duty  to  your  majesty,  and  for  the 
4 future  safety  of  the  kingdom,  to  do  all  that 

* was  in  our  power,  to  find  out  the  rise  and 
4 progress  of  this  dangerous  Correspondence.— 

4 In  order  thereto,  we  made  our  humble  Ad- 

* dress  to  your  majesty,  for  all  papers  relating 

* to  the  charge  against  William  Gregg.  And 

* your  majesty  having  been  graciously  pleased 
4 to  give  orders,  that  the  papers  should  be  laid 
4 before  us;  we  referred  chose  papers  to  a 

* Committee,  and  directed  them  to  examine 
4 Grege,  and  report  the  snid  Examination  to 
4 the  House;  as  also  what  they  observed  upon 
4 the  papers,  together  with  such  other  matters 
4 as  they  should  think  proper,  upon  their  in- 

* quiry  into  the  snid  affair.  And  the  Report 
4 having  been  made,  ant!  taken  into  considers* 

4 tion  by  the  House;  we  humbly  conceive  it 
4 to  he  very  highly  lor  your  service,  to  lay  the 
4 same  before  your  majesty 

Report  concerning  Gregg’s  Examination. 

The  House  having  appointed  a Committee, 
to  examine  William  Gregg,  who  is  a pri- 
soner in  Newgate,  convicted  for  high- 
treason  ; and  having  also  been  pleased  to 
refer  to  the  same  Committee  several  Pa- 
pers, which,  upon  the  humble  Address  of 
the  House,  had  been  laid  before  your  lord- 
ships  by  her  Majesty’s  command ; do 
humbly  take  leave  to  inform  the  House, 
tbut  the  effect  of  the  several  Papers, 
referred  to  the  Committee,  is  as  follows: 

1st.  44  A copy  of  Gregg’s  Letter,  which  was 
intercepted,  dated  the  28ih  of  Nov.  1707,  O. 
S.  sent  to  M.  Chamillard,  enclosed  in  a packet 
from  marshal  Tallard,  directed  to  Mr.  Robi* 
neau,  his  steward,  at  Puris. — In  this  Gregg 
sends  to  M.  Chamillard  a copy  of  the  queen’s 
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J.etter,  written  with  her  own  hand,  to  the  Em- 
peror.— In  the  same  letter,  Gregg  takes  notice 
of  two  letters  sent  by  him  to  M.  Chamillard,  the 
one  dated  the  24th,  the  other  the  28th  Oct. 
lust,  which  he  understood  llobinenu  had  put 
into  his  hands.— That,  perceiving  by  Kobineau's 
letter  to  his  master,  that  M.  Chamillard  de- 
sired to  know  the  MarescliRl’s  sentiments  of 
Gregg,  Gregg  had  himself  written  to  him. — 
In  expectation  of  his  answer,  Gregg  flattered 
himself,  that  the  paper  then  sent  was  of  that 
importance,  that  tliere  could  he  no  longer 
doubt  of  the  devotedness  of  a Scottisliman  tor 
France,  not  to  speak  of  his  zeal  lor  the  service 
of  his  prince,  who  had  found  refuge  there. — 
That  the  lines  under  which  he  had  drawn  a 
stroke,  were  the  thoughts  of  the  Lord  Trea- 
surer, which  he  bad  added  with  his  ow  n hand 
to  the  first  draught  of  the  letter.— The  same 
letter  contained  some  other  news. 

2.  41  There  was  a copy  of  a Letter,  dated 
the  25th  Nov.,  O.  S.  in  the  same  packet,  sub- 
scribed William  Gregg,  in  w hich  notice  is  taken 
of  what  Robineau  writes  to  Mr.  Tallard  con- 
cerning him;  and  that  he  himself  had  written 
to  the  Mareschnl,  and  desired  Robineau  to 
deliver  the  enclosed  according  to  the  address, 
as  being  of  great  consequence. 

3.  “ That  the  copy  of  a Letter  from  Ma- 
reschal Tallard, to  Robineau,  duted  the  10th  Dec. 
N.S.  in  which  Mr. Tallard  says,  * That  as  to  the 
letters  of  which  Robineau  made  mention  in  his 
of  the  25th  and  28th  of  November,’ 4 That  he 
had  delivered  them  according  to  the  address;* 
M.  Tallard  knew  nothing  of  their  contents, 
hut  by  the  same  post  winch  brought  his  letters. 
—That  he  was  obliged  for  the  offers,  but  could 
make  no  use  of  them  while  he  was  a prisoner; 
when  the  peace  was  made,  lie  would  give  proof 
of  his  acknowledgment  to  him  who  made  (he 
offers,  and  would  endeavour  to  engage  the  per- 
son, to  whom  the  Utters  were  addressed,  to  do 
the  same.  In  the  interim,  Robineau  was  to 
tell  the  person,  to  whom  he  delivered  the  letters, 
for  whom  the  Mareschal  had  the  utmost  con- 
sideration, *4  That  he  was  much  obliged  to  him 
for  desiring  to  know  his  thoughts  before  he 
would  determine  what  to  do;  that  the  offers 
made  did  not  suit  with  the  present  time,  at 
least  as  to  him,  &c.w 

4.  44  An  original  letter,  of  the  2d  Dec.  1707, 
to  Mr.  Robineau  from  Gregg,  to  felicitate  him 
for  being  delivered  from  an  importunate  man, 
as  would  appear  by  Mareschal  fallard’s  letter, 
unless  his  lust  to  M.  Chamillard  had  not  made 
him  determine  otherw  ise. 

5.  44  Copy  of  another  letter  of  Gregg  to  M. 
Chamillard,  dated  the  23d  Dec.  O.  S.  which 
was  also  taken  in  Mareschal  Tallnrd’s  packet, 
in  which  he  pretends  to  give  M.  Chamillard  an 
account  of  what  passed  in  parliament,  with  the 
queen's  Answer  to  the  Address  of  the  two 
Viou&s,  and  his  excuse  for  not  sending  the  Ad- 
dress itself. 

6.  44  A letter  of  Robineau  to  Tallard,  26th 
Dec.,  N.  S.  from  Paris  (transcribed  by  Gregg  in 
hit  own  hand.)  in  which  he  says,  4 He  was  going 
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to  Versailles,  to  deliver  the  answer  with  which 
he  was  charged.  That  he  received,  every  post. 
Letters  from  the  same  person ; aud  that  he 
took  care  to  deliver  them  according  to  the 
Address.' 

7.  “ Another  of  the  30th  Dec.  1707,  N.S. 

‘ That  he  had  been  to  deliver,  ns  M.  lallanl 
h id  charged  him,  the  answer  which  was  de- 
sired of  M.  Tallerd.' 

8.  44  Another  in  Gregg's  hand,  dated  tie 
30i  li  Dec.  1706,  found  in  Gregg’s  closet,  written 
to  Chamillard,  giving  an  account  a!  the  in- 
tention to  send  Mr.  Pulraes  to  Savoy,  and  to 
take  several  other  German  courts  in  Ins  wav. 

9.  “ A confession  of  Gregg,  delivered  to 
the  Lords  of  the  Committee,  and,  signed  by 
him. 

44  On  Thursday  the  12th  of  this  instant  Feb. 
the  Committee,  appointed  by  your  lordships, 
went  to  Newgate,  in  order  to  examine  William 
Gregg. 

44  They  acquainted  him  with  your  lordship* 
order;  and  told  him, 4 That  as  the  crime,  ut 
which  he  stood  attainted,  was  of  the  most  hei- 
nous nature  ; so  there  were  some  circumstances 
so  extraordinary,  w hich  attended  his  cac.e,  that 
the  House  of  Lords  thought  it  might  be  ot 
service  to  her  majesty  and  the  kingdom,  to 
have  all  the  beginning  and  progress  ot  his  trea- 
sonable Correspondence  fully  laid  open ; th?t 
her  majesty,  uuou  the  application  of  the  House, 
had  ordered  all  former  examinations  and  pa- 
pers concerning  him  to  he  laid  before  them  — 
They  told  him  further,  4 That,  if  he,  by  a true, 
ingenuous,  and  full  confession,  would  deserve 
it,  he  might  have  ground  to  hope  the  House  of 
Lords  would  imercede  in  his  behalf,  for  meicf 
from  her  majesty;  which  otherwise  be  had  no 
reason  to  look  for. — lie  was  also  told,4  That, 
being  a man  of  understanding,  he  was  not  to 
expect  to  be  asked  questions ; but  was  to  pvt 
an  account  of  himself,  when  and  ho'»  be  bc- 
came  first  employed  ; when,  and  by  what 
instigation,  he  was  drawn  in  to  correspond 
with  the  queen’s  enemies ; and  how  far  it  pro- 
ceeded.’ , , 

44  He  said,1  That  one  Mr.Gregg,  the  late  king* 
resident  at  Copenhagen,  was  his  kiusnian, and 
sent  for  him  thither;  and  he  continued 
him  about  three  years,  till  his  death,  which 
happened  about  two  mouths  before  tb*  '!,,e 
king  died.  That  Mr.  Vernon  was  sent  envov 
to  Denmark  ; and  took  him,  whom  he  fouud 
there,  into  his  service,  in  which  he  continued 
about  two  years  and  a half,  and  then  be  was 
discharged  from  his  service  by  Mr.  Vernon. 
Mr.  Vernon  coming  for  England  about  bi»  pr** 
vate  affairs,  while  Gtegg  was  in  his  service,  sod 
staying  here  some  time;  in  that  interval  Gref# 
received  some  letters  from  Mr.  Secretary  U»r* 
ley,  which  gave  him  occasion  after  to  apply10 
him.— The  9th  of  Dec.  1704,  Gregg  came  to 
England,  and  soon  made  application  to  Mr. 
Secretary  Harley  for  employment ; but  was  not 
recommended  to  him  by  any  body.  The  3*1  u* 
Jan.  he  saw  him  first  at  his  office,  where  bast* 
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tended  often.  The  5th  of  Feb.  1704-5,  Mr.  Jones, 
the  Secretary’s  first  clerk,  came  to  him,  and 
fold  him,  ‘ The  Secretary  would  speak  with  him/ 
He  attended  on  the  Secretary  the  same  day, 
alto  asked  him,  ( If  he  would  be  willing  to  be 
employed  in  his  own  country?’  Gregg  said,*  lie 
km  willing  to  be  sent  upon  any  good  errand/ 
Mr. Secretary  told  him,  * It  was  to  giie  an  ac- 
count of  the  proceedings  of  the  ensuing  parlia- 
ment, which  was  to  be  held  under  the  duke  of 
A/gyle.’  The  6th  of  Feb.  he  went  to  the 
odjee;  and  Mr.  Secretary  told  him,  4 He  should 
be  dispatched  in  a few  days/  To  make  some 
trial  of  hiiu  (as  he  supposed),  Mr.  Secretary 
asked  him, 4 If  he  could  give  an  account  of  the 
court  of  Denmark/  Gregg  said,'  He  was  will- 
ing to  do  it  as  well  ns  he  could  and  accord- 
ingly, m some  time,  he  drew  up  a state  of  that 
court;  and  it  was  not  disapproved.  He  at- 
tended daily;  and  on  the  20th  of  April  Mr. 
Secretary  liarlev  gave  him  a note  of  20/.  to  be 
paid  by  his  steward  in  Scotland  yard.  On  the 
23d  of  May,  1705,  he  was  ordered  to  go  for 
•Scotland,  and  about  a week  after  set  forward 
on  his  journey;  when  he  was  dispatched,  a 
note  ot  30/.  was  given  to  him.  Mr.  Secre- 
tary always  amused  him,  with  telling  him  he 
should  have  instructions  for  his  directions  in 
Scotland;  hut  at  last  ordered  him  to  draw 
up  some  queries  himself,  about  the  state  of 
stairs  in  Scotland  ; which  he  did,  and  they 
*ere  approved.  Some  of  the  queries  were 
1 What  were  the  designs  of  the  several  parties  ? 
n hat  correspondence  between  the  Highlands 
and  St.  Germans  ? How*  affected  to  the  house 
of  Hanover  ? &c/  He  was  also  ordered  to 
form  a cypher  of  letters,  whereby  to  design  the 
great  men  there.  The  2d  of  June,  1705,  he 
armed  at  Edinburgh  ; and  wrote  to  Mr.  Secre- 
tary the  Thursday  following,  being  ordered  to 
direct  all  his  letters,  ‘ To  Thomas  Bateman,  in 
Scotland  Yard/  Mr.  Secretary  promised,  the 
receipt  of  bis  letters  should  be  acknowledged  ; 
2nd  he  pressed  often  for  it,  to  know  they  came 
to  hand,  fearing  his  letters  were  intercepted, 
because  be  w as  suspected  as  a spy  in  that  coun- 
t ry.  But,  though  he  wrote  thrice  a week,  lie 
never  heard  one  word  from  Mr.  Secretary,  or 
by  his  order  during  his  whole  stay  in  that 
country .’ 

0 Being  asked  by  the  Lords,  * If  he  was  re- 
Cwnroended  to  any  body  in  Scotland  ?’  He  an- 
**redf  No.  The  15th  of  Oct.  he  arrived  nt 
London,  and  the  next  day  waited  on  Mr.  Se- 
cretary ; who  thanked  him  for  his  letters,  and 
told  hiui,  * He  had  named  him  to  the  queen, 
ujwa  occasion  of  a paper  he  had  sent.’  But 
Gregg  said,  » He  believed  the  queen  had  never 
heard  ofhis  name,  till  this  last  unhappy  acci- 
^nt.’  On  the  29th  of  Oct.  Mr.  Secretary  or- 
fared  him  25/.  He  attended  daily,  and  press- 
td  much  to  he  sent  abroad,  particularly  to  go 
***1  Mr.  Methuen  when  he  was  sent  to  Savoy 
but  it  was  declined.  On  the  new  year's  day, 
JL.  Secretary  riropt  a word,  which  startled 
him  much;  he  told  him,  4 he  would  fix  him;’ 
»Lcb  Gregg  understood  wa>  bringing  him  into 
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his  office.  Upon  this,  he  presented  a petition, 
4 That  he  might  not  be  in  the  office,  because 
the  salary  was  small;  and,  being  in  debt,  he 
could  no’t  live  on  it/  lie  attended  every  day. 
The  Secretary  inquired  of  him,  4 What  he 
knew  of  languages  r*  he  said,  4 He  knew  some 
French  and  German,  but  knew  Latin'  better 
than  either/ 

44  'The  16th  of  April,  1706,  he  was  admitted 
info  the  otfice ; and  a note  was  given  upon 
Mr.  Jones,  as  for  one  of  the  clerks;  ‘and  Mr. 
Secretary  told  him,  * It  was  only  to  keep  his 
hand  in  use,  and  that  he  would  provide  better 
for  him/  The  16th  of  May,  copying  a letter 
sent  to  Mr.  Vernon,  * That  he  was  to  consider 
of  somebody  fit  to  he  left  behind ;’  Gregc 
thought  it  to  he  intended  in  his  favour;  and 
wrote  to  Mr.  Vernon  on  that  occasion,  desir- 
ing his  countenance.  But,  the  23th  of  May, 
Mr.  Secretary  writing  word  to  Mr.  Vernon, 
4 That  he  had  leave  to  come  at  his  own  time, 
hut  must  leave  somebody  behind  ;’  and  this* 
being  wrote  before  any  answer  could  come 
from  thence,  Gregg  saw  nothing  was  meant  for 
him  in  the  former  letter. 

“ Greeg  made  offers  of  service  to  Mr.  Pul- 
teney;  when  he  was  to  go;  but  he  said,  * he 
was  provided/  Then  he  told  Mr.  Secretary, 
4 His  mind  was  depressed  by  his  debts,  and  de- 
sired to  be  thrown  abroad,  and  to  go  with  sir 
Philip  Meadows  ;*  but  that  was  refused,  and 
Strnhan  was  sent.  Then  Mr.  Secretary  asked, 
4 What  would  make  him  easy  ?’  And  he  gave 
in  a list  of  his  debts,  amounting  to  about  35/. 
Since  that,  Mr.  Secretary  has  ordered  him,  at 
several  times,  about  20  or  25/.  in  the  whole  ; 
the  last  sum  was  7/.  in  October  last,  part  of  a 
hill  of  14/.  for  which  debt  he  was  pressed  at 
that  time. 

44  Being  asked  by  the  Lords,  * If  his  debts 
only  made  him  so  desirous  to  be  gone?’  He 
said,  4 At  the  rate  the  business  was  managed 
in  the  office,  it  was  a perfect  drudgery.  Their 
business  seldom  began  till  about  11  or  J2  at 
nicht ; .and  they  stayed  till  2 or  3,  or  later, 
though  sometimes  not  above  two  Utters  to  dis- 
pute! i ; and  he  thought  himself  happiest,  who 
could  get  away  soonest.  The  method  was, 

| first,  the  letters  were  taken  in  short  hand, 
afterwards  wrote  fair,  then  sent  to  Mr.  Secre- 
tary’s house  to  he  signed,  and  after  returned  to 
the  office  to  he  entered ; so  that  they  were 
obliged  sometimes  to  stay  till  4 o’clock  in  the 
morning.’  He  said,  ‘That  in  April  last,  when 
Hill  the  messenger  was  sent  to  Turin,  the 
packet  was  left  to  him,  though  the  youngest 
clerk,  to  he  made  up  and  delivered  to  the  mes- 
senger. In  that  packet  there  was  a letter  to 
sir  John  Norris,  and  another  to  Mr.  Ohetwind; 
must  of  the  last  letter  was  in  cypher  ; Gregg 
entered  both  those  letters.  There  was  aiso 
another  letter  to  sir  Cluudesly  SboveR,  and  let- 
ters from  the  Lord  Treasurer.  He  put  diem 
all  up  in  the  packet,  and  after  gave  them  to 

Ilill.* 

44  Being  asked, 4 If  he  knew  by  the  letters 
what  the  design  was  V Gregg  said,  * lie  under- 
2X 
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not  read  the  whole,  but  knew  enough  to  6nd 
Out  tbnt.’  He  said  * It  was  wrote  in  the  cypher 
of  the  other  othce  by  Mr.  Harley,  the  earl  of 
Sunderland  being  sick  at  thut  time.  The  queen's 
letters  de  cachet  are  made  up  before  they  arc 
brought  to  the  ndice  ; but  tbe  clerks  are  trusted 
to  make  up  other  letters.' 

“ The  Lords  Committees  required  him  to 
give  the  whole  relation  of  his  Correspondence, 
when  it  began,  and  how  long  it  had  been  car- 
ried on. 

“ Gregg  said,  ‘ The  first  motiveof  his  writing 
to  France  was,  in  order  to  get  money,  by  ob- 
taining a pass;  and  that  his  first  letter  was  the 
14th  of  October  last.  From  bis  first  entering 
into  tbe  office,  he  had  always  a great  hand  in 
perusing  the  French  prisoners  letiers;  that 
convenient  opportunity  and  his  poverty  gave 
biiu  the  temptation.  The  French  prisoners 
letters  came  under  a general  cover,  directed 
to  Mr.  Lewis;  Marcschal  Taliard’s  letiers  are 
under  a dying  seal,  the  rest  of  them  came  al- 
ways sealed,  hut  are  opened  at  tbe  office. 
Generally  Mr.  Lewis  threw  them  down  on  the 
table,  and  left  the  perusing  them  to  the  clerks, 
to  Mr.  Mann  and  Gregg ; and  since  Mr.  Mann 
left  the  office,  they  have  been  trusted  wholly  to 
Gregg.  If  Gregg  observed  any  thing  that  he 
thought  material,  he  mnde  an  extract  of  it,  and 
shewed  it  to  tlie  Secretary,  or  Undersecretary; 
be  mentioned  a particular  extract  he  had 
made  out  of  a letter  of  M.  Chamillard's  to 
Maresclud  Tallurd. — Letters  catne  from  Not- 
tingham every  post ; sometimes  20  letters  came 
to  them  in  a day  from  Frauce,  those  canre  al- 
ways sealed.  From  tbe  time  lie  came  into 
office,  these  letters  were  never  perused  eitlier 
by  the  Secretary  or  Under  Secretary,  which 
be  is  sure  of,  because  they  were  sealed  when 
be  looked  on  them ; he  cannot  for  that  reason 
my  but  Mr.  Lewis  might  sometimes  look  iu 
Marescb.il  Tallard’s  letter,  because  that  bad  a 
flying  seal ; but  the  rest  were  left  sealed  as  they 
came  by  Mr.  Lewis  to  the  clerk’s  perusal.’ 
Gregg  said,  ‘ He  bad  a dispute  with  Mr.  Lewis 
upon  tbe  account  of  these  letters  : Gregg  de- 
claring lie  thought  it  not  to  be  a business  fit 
for  the  under  clerks  to  be  trusted  with.’ 

“ Mr.  Secretary  Harley  wrote  a letter,  in 
answer  to  one  from  Mr.  Ponchirtram,  thanking 
him  for  his  civility  to  one  Middleton.  In 
transcribing  it,  Gregg  found  it  so  ill  turned,  and 
tire  French  so  bad,  that  he  acquainted  the 
Secretary  with  it  at  11a  clock  at  night,  in  Oc- 
tober last.  This  letter  was  stopped,  and  lay 
a month  in  tbe  office;  but  after,  Mr.  Lewis 
sent  it  away  as  it  was  wrote  at  first. — The  rough 
draught  of  the  Queen's  Letter  to  the  Emperor, 
as  it  was  altered  by  tbe  L/>rd  Treasurer,  was 
left  iu  the  public  book  of  tbe  office  to  be  en- 
tered the  same  night  it  was  to  be  sent  away  ; 
there,  Gregg  said,  be  found  it,  and  transcribed 
it;  and  anv  other  clerk  of  the  office  might 
have  done  it  ns  well  as  be.  All  the  books  in 
the  office  he  in  a press ; the  key  is  always  ia 


chamber-keepers,  may  have  access.  All  lit- 
ters, except  those  wrote  to  the  duke  of  Jlul- 
borough,  are  entered  in  the  books;  but  ihoss 
are  only  copied  in  lonse  sheets.  Gregg  said,  b* 
had  copied  many  of  those. — The  draught  of  tbe 
Queen’s  Letter  to  the  Emperor  was  prepared 
by  Mr.  Lewis ; it  was  then  written  in  tbe  band 
of  Mr.  Thomas,  Mr.  Harley's  domestic  dek; 
the  addition  was  in  tbe  Lord  Treasurer's  two 
hand;  Mr.  Mann  saw  it  as  well  as  Gr«g. 
Mann  said  to  Gregg,  ‘ That  what  was  added  by 
the  Lord  Treasurer,  was  much  the  brightest 
part  of  the  letter.'  Gregg  saiel,  He  sent  >11  Ins 
letters  to  France,  under  tbe  cover,  to  Mr.  Ho- 
bureau.  He  ow ned  he  sent  the  copy  of  lbs 
Queen’s  Letter  to  M.  Cliamillard,  tbe  ssrne  night 
the  Queen’s  Letter  was  dispatched  to  the  Em- 
peror. He  said  further,  That  the  Letter  in  ib* 
Queen's  own  hand  was  given  to  Gregg  by  Mr. 
Secretary  himself,  about  one  a clock  at  uigbtt 
and  Ire  was  solely  entrusted  to  put  it  up  in 
sir  Philip  Meadows  packet,  after  every  body 
hail  left  ilia  office. 

“ Hobincau,  in  his  Letter  to  Gregg,  took  t> 
lice,  ‘ That  he  had  delivered  his  Letters  to  Mr. 
C'hamillnrd,  and  that  Mr.  Cliamillard  sent  to 
advise  with  Mareschsl  Tallard  upon  Greg's 
proposal.’  Upon  this,  Gregg  wrote  s Lettet 
to  Mr.  Tallard,  of  which,  he  said,  he  had  ns 
copy;  but  pretended  to  repeat  the  words  of 
the  Letter  to  the  Lords  Committees. 

“ The  Lords  Committees  told  Greeg,  1 It 
would  be  expected  by  tbe  House,  thst  lie  should 
be  very  clear  and  particular,  in  declaring  by 
what  advice  or  encouragement  lie  first  bet» 
such  a correspondence.'  He  said,  * By  nonfsl 
all ; lie  was  tempted  to  it  by  the  devil,  and 
the  hopes  of  getting  money.’  He  said,  ‘lbs* 
upon  bearing  a French  periwig-maker  »>» 
committed  to  Newgate  for  High  Treason,  bs 
hart  desired  to  be  admitted  again  to  the  Lord* 
of  the  cabinet  council.’  But  he  would  sot 
own,  that  he  knew  the  man:  hut  said,  1 Ht 
had  since  heard  his  same  was  Valiere,  nr  Clark; 
he  was  told  so  bv  a gentlewoman,  who  cams 
to  see  bim  since  his  condemnation.' — He  s*id» 
‘ He  held  no  correspondence  in  England,  bill 
only  in  sending  the  common  Letter  of  the 
office,  with  other  printed  new  s-papers,  to  *>»* 
gentlemen.’ — Gregg  said,  ‘ He  had  been  long 
acquainted  with  one  Crookshanks;  who  pro* 
raised  bits,  ‘ That,  if  he  would  procure  a Fteot* 
pass,  be  should  have  200  guiuens;'  and  Crag 
j undertook  to  procure  the  pass.  The  first 
he  wrote  to  Mr.  Cliamillard  was  the  44th" 
Oct.  last. — Brown  a merchant,  father  in  la*  10 
Crookshanks,  anil  oae  Bollinger,  a mercbwt, 
were  acquainted  with  this  ugrvement  about  ib> 
pass  ; aud  they  dined  together  at  Brown  I 
bouse ; and  Brown  underiook  for  the  money, 
if  the  pass  could  be  procured. 

’ “ Gregg  Said,  • He  acquainted  Bollinger  « 

his  having  sent  a copy  of  the  ques'l  letr«r  u 
Mr.  Chamillanl,  at  the  Cross  Keys  Tavern, 
in  Covent  Garden  ; and  shewed  him  extract] 
of  Marcschal  Tailacd’s  and  Rohiueuu't  hrttess- 
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He  said  also,  ‘ That  he  read  the  extracts  of 
their  letters,  at  anotlier  time,  in  English  to 
Brown  and  Crooltsbaulcs.’ 

“ The  Lords  Committees  ashed  him,  ‘ To 
srhat  end  be  told  Bollinger  of  what  he  hud  dune 
in  sending  the  queen’s  letter  to  Mr.Chamillurd 
he  ouly  said,  * It  was  downright  madness.’ 
They  asked  him,  ‘ If  any  body  came  to  him  ?' 
he  said,  ‘ One  Mr.  Arhuthnot  came  to  him, 
and  nobody  else  ; and  his  business  was  to  bring 
him  charity.'  They  asked  Mr.  Gregg,  ‘ If  lie 
had  no  more  to  acquaint  their  lordships  with  ?’ 
he  said,  * No/  And  being  told  by  them,*  That 
it  concerned  him  very  much  to  consider  of  it ; 
that  the  Lords  observed,  he  had  told  them 
nothing  but  what  he  know  they  had  means  in 
their  hands  to  be  fully  informed  of,  without  his 
laying  any  thing;  and  how  bard  it  would  he 
fur  the  House  of  Lords  to  believe,  that  he 
would  venture  upon  such  a correspondence 
without  some  support  or  encouragement he 
persisted  in  it,  * rl  hat  be  had  no  more  to  s .ay/ 

“As  the  Lords  Committees  were  risen  up 
and  had  called  for  the  keeper  to  take  Mr.  Gregg 
away,  he  took  a brown  paper  out  of  his 
pocket  which  was  sealed  up,  and  took  out  of  it 
a paper,  which  he  said  he  had  prepared  against 
die  queen’s  birib  day,  and  desired  the  Lords 
to  read  it ; it  purported  to  be  a Petition 
to  the  House  of  Commons  ; he  pretended  lie 
knew  not  how  to  get  it  delivered,  because  he 
concluded  all  the  papers  sent  by  him  would  he 
delivered  to  Mr.  Secretary  Harley. — The  Lords 
finding  the  paper  to  be  addressed  to  the  House 
of  Commons,  told  him,  1 It  was  not  proper 
for  them  to  receive  it and  delivered  it  imme- 
diately back  to  him  again. 

•*  The  Lords  Committees,  as  they  went  away 
told  Gregg,  4 That  if  he  would  recollect  himself, 
and  set  down  in  writing  any  thing  that  he 
thought  might  be  for  his  own  service,  or  of  use 
to  the  queen  and  hergovernmem,  lie  might  send 
it  to  them  ; and  the  keeper  should  have  direc- 
tions to  convey  it  safely/ 

“ The  next  morning,  Gregg  sent  a letter  to 
the  Lords  Committees  ; which,  as  soon  as  they 
had  perused,  they  returned  to  him  again,  by  a 
gentleman,  with  the  following  Message,  * The 
‘ Lords  of  the  Committee  have  ordered  me  to 
4 return  this  Paper  toyou;  they  being  of  opinion, 

4 that  it  is  not  material  to  the  Examination  for 
* which  they  were  sent  to  you  by  the  House/ 

“ The  Lords  Committees  think  themselves 
obliged  to  acquaint  the  House,  that  they  did 
not  observe  Gregg  to  be  under  any  disorder,  or 
terror  from  the  apprehension  or  sense  of  Ins 
danger. 

44  The  Indictment  of  Gregg,  for  his  Treason- 
able Correspondence  with  her  majesty’s  enemies, 
was  brought  before  the  Lords  Committees  ; 
which  indictment  lie  conftssed  upon  his  trial, 
and  judgment  whs  thereupon  give  n against  him. 

“ The  Lords  Committees  do  think  it  their 
duty  to  acquaint  the  House,  That  they  having 
been  informed,  by  means  of  the  keeper  of 
Newgate,  That  one  William  Gregg  had  been 
(am til/  in  Newgate,  and  indicted  for  counter* 
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feiting  the  coin  of  tl»e  kingdom;  and  that  it 
was  talked,  amongst  the  turnkeys  in  the  prison, 
that  this  wus  the  same  man  ; they  sent  to 
search  the  books  in  Newgate  and  found  there, 
that  in  May  1697,  William  Gregg  and  Elizabeth 
Gregg  were  indicted,  for  counterfeiting  the  coin. 
Thereupon  they  sent  for  Mr.  Tanner,  who  has 
the  custody  of  those  records  ; lie  brought  the 
indictment  before  them  ; and  it  appeared  that 
Elizabeth  Gregg  was  found  guilty  and  executed, 
but  that  William  Gregg  was  acquitted  and  that 
Thomas  Holloway  and  Simon  Newport  were 
the  witnesses  at  the  trial,  who,  as  was  said,  art 
both  dead  since  that  time. 

“ But  one  Thomas  Kinserley  and  James 
Biddle  declaring, 4 That  they  both  knew  that 
Gregg,  who  was  then  indicted,  very  well,  and 
believed  they  should  know  him  again,  if  they 
saw  him  ;*  the  Lords  Committees  sent  them 
severally  to  see j William  Gregg,  now  in  Newgate, 
and  they  both  of  them  did  0 eel  a re,  * That  they 
believed,  and  were  confident,  that  the  samu 
person,  now  in  Newgate,  was  the  same  William 
Gregg  whowastlieniudictfd,aud  whose  supposed 
wife  wns  then  found  guilty,  and  burnt  and 
they  did  both  of  tliem  voluntarily  make  oath  to 
this  effect ; and  James  Biddle  swore,  * That, 
after  the  Trial  the  discourse  in  the  neighbour- 
hood was,  that  Elizabeth  Gregg  took  the  wholfe 
matter  upon  herself  at  the  trial/  Their  two 
Affidavits  are  laid  before  your  lordships.  After 
one  of  these  persons  had  been  to  see  Gregg, 
Gregg  wrote  a letter  directed  to  the  Lords  of 
tiie  Committee ; in  which  lie  did  very  posi- 
tively deny  that  he  was  the  person  who  had 
been  tried  for  coining,  in  May,  1697/' 

44  May  it  please  your  majesty ; Wc  being 
44  also  informed,  That  one  Alexander  Valiere, 
44  otherwise  called  J«<hn  Clark,  was  in  custody, 
44  for  holding  correspondence  with  your  ma- 
44  jesty’s  enemies  ; we  thought  ourselves  in  like 
44  manner,  obliged  in  duty  to  direct  the  said 
44  Committee  to  examine  Valiere,  and  to  inquire 
44  into  the  particulars  aud  circumstances  of  his 
44  offence.  This  being  accordingly  performed 
44  by  the  said  Committee,  it  was  reported  to  us; 
14  hut,  the  said  Report  consisting  of  very  mauy 
44  Examinations,  we  thought  it  would  be  of  use 
44  to  appoint  a Committee  to  digest  and  put  the 
44  same  into  some  method,  to  the  intent  we 
44  might  he  able  to  form  a clearer  and  more 
44  distinct  judgment  of  the  whole  affair;  and 
44  that  Report  being  made  and  approved  by  us, 
“ we  conceive  it  will  be  of  importance  to  your 
44  majesty’s  service  for  us  to  present  the  same  to 
44  your  majesty.  And  for  your  majesty’s  more 
44  entire  satisfaction,  we  beg  leave  to  annex  nil 
44  the  said  Examinations  at  large  to  tins  our 
44  humble  Address  to  your  majesty.” 

Vuliert  alias  Clarke's  Examination. 

44  Your  lordships  having  been  pleased  to  appoint 
this  Committee  to  take  into  tlieir  consi- 
deration several  Examinations,  Lei  tors,  and 
Papers,  referred  to  tliem  and  to  direct  them 
to  reduce  the  same  into  such  method  u 
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they  should  think  most  proper  for  the 
service  of  the  House ; the  I-urds  Com- 
mittees, have  in  obedience  to  your  lord- 
ships  order,  endeavoured  to  put  the  many 
Examinations  and  Papers  relating  to  Alc.x- 
crtider  Valiere  and  John  Bara  into  a natural 
and  proper  method  ; and  they  do  humbly 
lay  the  same  before  the  House." 

° Alexander  Valiere  of  late  years  commonl  y 
called  John  Clark,  is  a native  of  France,  and 
went  over  into  Ireland  in  the  French  troops 
sent  to  assist  king  James  ; he  deserted  or  was 
taken  prisoner,  about  the  time  of  the  Battle 
of  the  Boyn  ; he  was  not  taken  into  the  regi- 
ment, but  was  a footman  to  Mr.  Doge,  an 
ensign  in  captain  Koch  fort’s  company  in 
BclcastePs  regiment,  where  he  continued  about 
two  years,  and  then  got  a discharge  from  his 
master,  but  refused  to  list  himself  as  n soldier. 
— He  came  over  into  England,  and  served  some 
time  as  a drawer  in  a tavern,  and  was  afterwards 
a servant  to  several  persons;  and  at  last 
bound  himself  apprentice  to  one  Guyon  a 
periwig  maker  ; .and  when  his  time  was  our, 
worked  as  a journeyman  in  the  city,  and 
married  a midwife’s  daughter  behind  the  Ex* 
change,  and  got  his  living  by  making  of  peri- 
wigs. He  was  looked  upon  to  be  a papist,  aud 
his  discourse  was  generally  for  France  and  that 
interest  ; and  he  talked  against  the  government 
in  so  insolent  and  public  a manner,  that,  for 
that  reason,  at  Jacob’s  coffee  house,  one  Man- 
tcau  threw  a glass  of  beer  in,  bis  face. 

u Bar  bier  says,  That,  on  May  day  last  he 
met  Valiere  in  the  street ; who  told  him,  ‘ He 
had  now  got  a better  trade  than  periwig- 
making.' 

“ Clark  himself  pretends,  “ That  during  the 
peace,  he  entered  into  some  sort  of  merchan- 
dizing ; and  that  upon  the  breaking  out  of  the 
war,  having  some  share  in  u ship  that  was 
stopped  in  France  upon  that  account,  he  applied 
to  Mr.  Secretary  Hedges,  to  get  a pass  lor 
Holland,  but  was  refused. 

u One  WiJmot,  of  Doctors’  Commons,  being 
employed  to  negotiate  the  exchange  of  M. 
D'Alcgre,  Galissioniere,  and  some  other 
Trench  prisoners,  made  use  of  Valiere  as  an 
interpreter;  and  afterwards  Valiere  gave  some 
account  to  the  Secretaries  of  a fraudulent 
trade  carried  on  between  Ireland  onH  France, 
by  one  Hunnurn,  which  might  make  Mr.  Se- 
cretary Hailey  first  think  of  employing  him  to 
get  intelligence.  Mr.  Hailey  proposed  this  to 
him  in  the  year  1704  5.  Valiere  said,  * He 
thought  he  might  be  able  to  procure  intelligence 
by  the  means  of  one  Bara,  who  was  then  in 
France,  and  was  acquainted  with  M.  Cha- 
teauneuf,  the  commissary  at  Calais.’  In  order 
to  settle  this  correspondence.  Mr.  Harley 
furnished  him  with  150/.  in  about  a month’s 
time,  out  of  which  Vaiiere  pretender!  he  gave 
Bara  70/.  and  made  a present  to  the  commis- 
sary. 

“ Valiere  says,  ‘ All  the  service  Bara  did 
os  to  come  over  twice  from  France  ; first  in 


a French  boat,  with  the  news  of  tho prince 
of  Darnistad’s  being,  killed ; aud  next  in 
Bland’s  boat,  (which  Valiere  bad  sent  tor 
Calais),  with  the  news  of  Barcelona’s  being 
taken.’ 

“ Bara  went  back  to  France,  in  three  nr 
four  days,  in  the  same  boat  with  Bland’s  boy, 
and  carried  from  Valiere  to  Chateauneuf  sati- 
nette  for  a bed.  a watch,  scarlet  stockings, sod 
some  toys,  which  was  the  present  abovemen- 
dotted.  In  a short  time  after,  Bara  came  back 
to  England  again,  and  brought  with  him  a 
Frenchman,  who  had  been  a sea-officer:  Va- 
iiere acquainted  secretary  Harley  with  this, 
who  granted  his  whrrant  for  apprehending 
them  both  ; but  they  made  their  escape. 

“ In  the  spring  following,  Valiere  saw  Bara 
at  Deal,  when  fie  was  just  come  out  of  the 
custody  of  a messenger  ; having  been  first  ap- 
prtheuded  by  the  magistrates  of  Dover,  for 
coming  out  of  France.  At  that  time,  he  was 
informed,  Bara  had  a pass  from  the  secretary 
of  state  ; though  he  had  before  told  Mr.  Har- 
ley, * he  knew  Mr.  Bara  had  500  livres  given 
him,  in  France,  for  service  to  the  king:’  \»- 
licre  said,  * He  was  sure  this  was  fact.' 

lluru's  Examination. 


t(  John  Bara  gives  the  billowing  Account  of 
himself,  aud  of  his  transaction  with  Valiere 
and  with  Mr.  Secretary  Harley:  he  says,  He  is 
a native  of  France,  and  was  surgeon  major  t*> 
Dubart,  during  the  late  war,  till  the  two  If  it 
years;  when  he  left  him,  upon  a dispute  tc- 
tween  them  concerning  a prize.  At  Dunkirk, 
he  had  opportunity  of  assisting  several  officers 
and  soldiers  in  the  English  service,  who  were 
prisoners  there;  and  they  promised  to  help 
iiitn  in  his  profession,  if  he  would  come  into 
England  ; which  he  did,  as  soon  as  the  peace 
was  made.  He  became  first  acquainted  with 
Valiere  by  means  of  the  master  of  a ship  nt 
St.  Valery ; and  this  acquaintance  was  con- 
tinued by  one  Dnrmicour's  coming  into  En^* 
land  from  Dunkirk,  upon  account  of  debts  he 
owed,  who  was  known  to  both  of  them.  D»r* 
micour,  being  about  to  return  to  France,  tola 
Bara,  * That  Valiere  proposed  to  him  the 
sending  over  the  Paris  Gazette  sooner  than 
by  the  way  of  Holland  ;*  w hich  Dorunenur 
had  promised  to  do,  if  he  might  have  leave  on 
the  other  side.  Afterwords  Valiere  made  the 
same  proposal  to  Bara  ; who  said,  * be  would 
do  it,  if  he  had  protection  for  his  person. 
Valiere  said,  ‘ lie  had  a sufficient  authority  fyr 
sending  him  to  France  ;*  and  produced  a 
paper,  sealed,  with  Mr.  Harley's  name  to  it  ; 
and  Valiere  went  with  Bara  to  the  secretary  * 
office,  and  procured  a pass  for  him,  to  go  to 
Holland.  Valiere  gave  him  a note  for  3/- 
which  he  never  received  ; and  also  a hook  ami 
chain  for  a watch,  which  was  to  he  a token  to 
one  Ncrinx,  a merchant,  at  Rotterdam,  to  pay 
him  CO/. ; and  the  money  was  answered  ac- 
cordingly. From  Rotterdam  he  got  to  Dun- 
kirk, and  from  thence  to  Calais;  between 
which  places  lie  continued  till  Oct.  1705,  at 
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wbich  time  he  hud  30/.  more  remitted  him  by 
Kerim.  He  wrote  constantly  to  Vnliere,  by 
die  way  of  Holland,  such  news  as  he  could 
pick  up  ; tiH,  about  the  4th  of  October,  he 
r.ime  over  to  England,  in  a boat  he  had 
bought,  and  brought  with  him  a Paris  Gazette, 
which  he  delivered  to  Valiere.  In  nine  or  ten 
davs  Valiere  sent  biin  bock  to  Calais,  in  Bland’s 
boat  (who  had  been  sent  over  by  Valiere  with 
two  pucks  of  wool,  consigned  to  Chateauneuf, 
while  Bara  was  at  Calais) ; but  at  this  time 
Bland  carried  over  no  goods,  but  only  an  open 
letter  to  Chateauneuf  for  17  ankers  of  brandy. 
They  stayed  at  Calais  three  weeks,  and  tbe 
commissary  bore  the  whole  expence. 

M Bara  returned  to  England,  and  stayed  at 
Margate  about  a week  ; and  then  went  back 
for  France,  with  Bland’s  boy  only : in  their 
passage  they  were  driven  to  Newport,  and 
made  prisoners  : but  Bara  sending  n letter  to 
Chateauneuf,  upon  bis  writing  to  the  governor 
of  Newport  they  were  released,  and  proceeded 
to  Calais.  At  this  time  Brtra.carried  over  with 
him  36  yards  of  suitin,  2 pieces  of  stuff,  2 pair 
of  stockings,  and  2 cases  of  knives  : the  stock- 
ings only  were  a present  to  M.  Chateauneuf  ; 
the  rest  was  for  Bara’s  subsistence,  V alierc  (as 
hi  then  said)  having  no  money  to  give  him. — 
Bira  staid  at  Calais  two  months,  and  then  came 
to  Margate,  and  brought  w ith  him  one  Cor- 
M'ili,  a merchant  ; with  whom  Ire  went  to 
Ltiidoo,  and  acquainted  Valiere  with  their 
hang  come  over,  and  that  Corselli  was  then 
at  Iondon.  Valiere  (as  Bara  has  been  since 
informed  by  Bland)  sent  this  Corselli  back  to 
France,  by  the  way  of  Holland. — Bara  durst 
not  stay  in  London,  finding  there  were  mes- 
sengers out  from  Mr.  Harley  to  seize  him, 
which  were  procured  by  Valiere ; and  he  then 
charged  Valiere  with  it. — Bara  went  to  Deal, 
where  he  stayed  seven  weeks,  and  at  Dover 
nine  or  10  days ; from  whence  lie  found  means, 
by  an  exchanged  prisoner,  to  convey  a le  tter 
to  Chateauneuf,  desiring  a boat  might  be  sent 
over  fur  him  ; which  was  done  accordingly, 
and  lie  went  over  in  it  to  Calais. — Bara,  drink- 
intone  night  with  Chateauneuf,  complained  of 
bis  usage  from  Valiere  : the  commissary  ad- 
vised him  to  return  to  England ; saying,  4 He 
w|§ sure  Valiere  h.ul  a protection  from  Mr. 
tecreury  Harley  ; and  Bam  acting  by  Valiere’s 
orders,  it  was  impossible  ho  should  sailer  by 
the  government ; and  that  Valiere  must  be  a 
great  rogue,  if  he  did  not  protect  him. ’ — Bara 
returned  about  the  27th  of  April,  and,  upon 
his  landing,  wrote  to  Mr.  Hailey  ; but,  before 
au  answer  came,  be  was  seized  at  Dover,  and 
brought  before  tbe  mayor.” 

Capt.  Whitehall's  Examination. 

“ This  was  done  by  the  means  of  captain 
Whitehall ; who  give*  the  following  Account 
of  the  matter  : In  April  1706,  Carter  informed 
bun, That  Bara  wus  returned;  whereupon  he 
soiled  him,  and  had  him  eiatnincd  before  the 
mayor  of  Dover,  who  took  affidavits  oi  the 
matter.  Mr.  Whitehall  sent  an  account  of 
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this  to  the  Commissioners  of  Customs,  with 
copies  of  the  affidavits,  by  a letter  of  the  2Chh 
of  April.  Tiiis  Letter  follows  : 

44  Custom-house,  Deal,  April  ‘29,  1706. 

44  ‘ Honourable;  It  is  now  al»out  a year  since 
4 I laid  before  you  the  deposit  ions  of  Cook 
4 and  others,  relating  to  a correspondence  car- 
4 riedon  by  some  French  refugees  with  France; 

4 in  which  one  Carter,  a butcher  of  this  town, 

4 had  a considerable  hand  ; but  withdrew  him- 
4 self  from  his  family,  to  avoid  being  appre- 
4 bended,  as  1 acquainted  you  by  my  letter  of 
4 the  19th  of  April,  1705.  About  two  months 
4 ago.  Carter  sent  me  word,  * That,  if  1 would 
4 permit  him  to  return  to  his  family,  and  suffer 
4 him  to  be  quiet  at  home,  and  obtain  for  him 
4 the  pardon  of  the  government  for  his  past 
4 faults,  he  would  soon  make  a discovery  of 
4 some  practices  of  very  dangerous  couse* 

4 queu ecs  to  the  government :*  and  accordingly, 

4 about  a month  ago,  he  gave  me  an  account, 

4 That  one  Barn,  a Frenchman,  was  lurking 
4 about  these  pans,  waiting  tbe  opportunity  of 
‘ a French  boat,  to  come  to  fetch  him  to 
4 France;*  and,  in  pursuit  of  that  information,. 

4 lie  discovered  to  me  where  the  said  Bara 
4 was  concealed  ; but  before  I could  get  to  the 
4 place,  lie  had  got  his  passage,  by  a French 
4 boat  for  France,  about  half  an  hour. — On 
4 Friday  last  Carter  came  to  ine  again,  and 
4 told  me,  4 That  Bara’s  return  was  every  day 
4 expected.*  And  was  so  diligent  in  the  prose-. 

4 cution  of  Ins  information,  that  yesterday 
4 morning  he  acquainted  me  where  Bara,  one 
4 Beverton  a shopkeeper  of  Canterbury,  and 
4 the  rest  of  Bant  s accomplices,  were.  Where- 
4 upon,  with  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Forster 
4 (your survey  orof  Dover),  1 apprehended  Bara, 

4 alias  Renew,  alias  Barrault,  alias  Momuinion, 

4 alias  Julian,  by  all  which  names  he  is  known 
4 to  several  persons  who  appeared  against  hi  in.. 

4 For  the  rest,  I humbly  refer  you  to  the  copy 
4 of  the  several  depositions  sent  you  herewith, 

4 which  will  give  you  further  information  in 
4 this  matter : but  I am  sorry  I must  tell  you, 

4 that  though  I have  got  the  man,  yet  he  had 
4 time  to  convey  -away  the  packet,  which  I pre- 
sume was  letters,  before  I could  apprehend 
4 him  ; all  the  rest  of  the  goods  that  In*  brought 
4 over  with  him  being  only  two  ankers  and  a 
‘few  bottles  of  brandy,  which  1 seized  at  SL 
* Margaret’s,  and  have  brought  to  the  Custom* 
4 house  at  Dover,  where  also  Bara  is  now  in 
4 gaol.  Wherefore  I humbly  beseech  your  fa-. 
4 vourable  presentation  of  this  matter  to  the 
4 secretaries  of  state,  that  Carter  may  be  par- 
4 doned  for  bis  past  crimes  ; and  that  he  may 
4 have  such  fitting  encouragement  as  may  ena- 
4 ble  him  to  do  further  services,  which  1 believe 
4 he  is  capable  of;  for  he  i*»  not  yet  discove  red 
4 to  be  the  informer  in  this  case.  I am,  &c. 
4 To  the  lion.  Coinmis-  L.  Wuiteuall. 

4 sioners  of  Customs.’* 

44  This  pave  occasion  to  Mr  Secretary  Harley 
to  send  h Letter  to  Mr.  Whitehall,  dated  the 
29th  of  May,  1706  ; which  follows  : 
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44  Whitehall,  May  29th,  1706. 

M 4 Sir ; 1 am  very  well  satisfied  of  your  care 

* and  vigilance  for  her  majesty’s  service,  and 

* the  performance  of  the  duty  of  your  office; 

* and  l both  have  already  and  shall  also  con- 
4 tinue  to  commend  your  diligence,  where  it 
4 may  be  of  use  to  you,  in  the  affair  of  seizing 
4 Bara  : and  I am  willing  to  take  it  only  for 

* inadvertency,  when  you  saw  or  heard  of  a 

* warrant  under  my  hand,  that  you  presumed 
4 to  send  notice  o!  it  to  any  one  but  myself:  1 
4 am  willing  to  impute  it  to  nothing  but  want 
4 of  attention  ; because,  I am  sure,  had  you 
4 thought  of  it,  you  must  consider,  that,  in  this 
4 juncture,  it  is  of  great  consequence  to  have 
4 intelligence  of  what  they  are  doing  in  France. 

4 I w ill  not  suppose  you  think  yourself  proper 
4 to  judge  who  is  to  be  employed  upon  such 
4 occasions,  nor  to  know  what  their  business  is. 

4 As  to  the  business  of  duties,  or  customs,  that 
4 certainly  belongs  to  you  to  take  care  of ; and 
4 when  any  of  those  things  fall  within  your 
4 notice,  you  will  certainly  do  your  best  for 
4 the  queen’s  interest.  Therefore  I must  now 
4 inform  you,  that  the  man  named  Clarke,  and 
4 the  other  called  Bara,  are  made  use  of,  upon 
4 a sudden  exigence,  on  behalf  of  the  public  : 

4 they  were  formerly  friends,  but  since  fallen 
4 out,  and  therefore  fit  to  watch  each  other  ; 

4 and  I shall  be  glad  you  will  have  an  eye  upon 
4 them  both,  and  give  me  directly  notice  of 
4 their  motions,  whenever  they  appear  there. 

4 1 am,  &c.  Ro.  Harley.”' 

4 P.  S.  It  is  very  unfortunate,  that  none  are 
4 taken  but  those  who  are  to  serve  the  govern- 
4 ment ; when,  at  the  same  time,  it  is  known 

* that  scarce  a week  passes  but  the  enemies  of 
4 the  government  have  their  emissaries  land, 

4 withont  observation ; and  it  is  more  unfortu- 
4 nate  that  the  stopping  Clarke,  some  wceko 
4 since,  has  hindered  the  discovery  of  those 
4 ships  which  took  the  Holland  convoy.  You 
4 will  acquaint  Mr.  Cnrter,  that  he  need  not  np- 
4 prebend  any  thing  from  the  impertinence  of 
4 Bara's  threatenings.' 

44  To  this  Letter,  Mr. Whitehall  wrete  an  An- 
swer, of  the  3 1st  of  May,  1706:  of  which  the 
copy  folioweth : 

44  Sir;  May  31st,  1706. 

44  I cannot  but  think  myself  unfortunate,  that 
4 the  first  letter  I have  the  honour  to  receive 
4 from  you  should  indicate  any  doubt  of  my 
4 real  intentions  to  serve  the  government. — 1 
4 am  sorry  that  you  can  tell  me,  4 That  there 
4 are  many  emissaries  of  France  who  can  land 
4 without  observation:'  I hope  it  is  not  within 
4 the  district  where  I have  to  do.  And  as  it  is  not 
4 easy  for  me  to  know  what  persons  have  the  ho- 
4 nonrof  your  countenance  for  the  public  service 
4 (especially  when  1 am  well  informed,  that  they 

* are  wafted  over,  between  England  and  France, 
•at  the  expeuce  of  the  French);  so  I most 
4 humbly  crave  leave  to  observe  to  you,  that 
4 I can  never  make  any  distinction  of  persons 
4 coming  from  France,  without  the  directions  of 
4 the  government  (or  from  you)  io  to  do.  And 
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4 therefore  I do,  with  all  submission,  pray, Thai 
4 you  will  be  pleased  to  put  a good  constructed 
4 upon  what  1 have  or  may  do,  on  the  like  oc- 
4 casions;  and  (that  1 may  not,  for  die  future, 
4 do  any  thing  which  may  cause  ill  cousequeuu* 
4 to  the  public)  that  I may  have  your  instruc- 
4 tions  (if  you  think  it  fit  for  me)  to  stop  or  take 
4 up  strangers  and  suspected  persous  (lurking  in 
4 these  parts),  of  whom  I may  have  in  forma  nun, 
4 since  you  are  pleased  to  acquaint  me, 4 That, 
4 by  stopping  Clarke,  some  weeks  past,  has 
4 hindered  the  discovery  of  those  ships  which 
4 took  the  Holland  convoy.* — I beseech  your 
4 pardon,  for  writing  to  captain  Baker,  and  not 
4 directly  to  yourself.  But  the  Commissioners 
4 of  the  Customs  having  acquainted  me, 4 That 
4 they  had  directed  captain  Baker  to  lay  tho*e 
4 papers  relating  to  Bara  before  you,  and  that 
4 I was  to  correspond,  with  him  in  such  cases;* 
4 led  me  to  do  it,  not  knowing  then  that  it  was 
4 any  fault  iu  me.  And  therefore, since  you  are 
4 pleased  to  pass  it  off  as  inadvertency,  and  to 
4 give  me  liberty  of  w riling  to  you ; 1 ria re,  with 
4 ail  respect,  assure  you,  that  1 will  behave  my- 
4 self  with  more  caution  for  the  future. — In 
4 obedience  to  your  commands,  I take  this  oc- 
4 casion  to  acquaint  you,  that  I have  of  late  had 
4 a very  watchful  eye  on  both  Clarke  and  Bara; 
4 but  cannot  find  that  there  is  any  disagreement 
4 between  them;  for  they  have,  within  (his 
4 week,  been  frequently  together  at  Deal,  in  a 
4 friendly  corresponding  manner  (particularly 
4 last  Sunday  and  Monday,  as  also  yesterday, 
4 when  Clark  rid  from  Deal);  and  seem  to  be 
4 very  well  acquainted  with  each  other’s  pur- 
4 pose*,  according  to  the  information  I have  re- 
4 ceived  of  them,  which  I have  good  reason  to 
4 give  credit  to.  I am,  &c.' 

44  The  same  day,  after  he  had  sent  away  his 
Letter,  Bara  applied  to  Whitehall,  to  help  him 
to  n boat  to  go  for  France ; which  he  refused 
to  do  without  an  order  from  the  Secretary; 
and  thereupon,  the  same  day,  Mr.  Whitehall 
sent  away  another  Letter  to  Mr.  Secretary  Har- 
ley ; of  which  this  is  a copy: 

44  Sir;  31st  May,  1706. 

44  I think  it  my  duty  to  acquaint  you,  that, 

4 since  the  dispatch  of  my  ktier  of  this  dale, 

4 Mr.  Bara  came  to  me  at  Deal,  and  told  Me, 

4 That  he  could  not  carry  on  his  purposes  he 
4 was  sent  hither  for,  without  I would  assist 
4 him  in  getting  a boat  to  carry  him  to  France; 

4 which,  I confess,  startled  me,  that  he  should 
4 make  so  free  application  to  me,  who  had  so 
4 lately  taken  him  up  : hut,  persisting  in  lus  Je- 
4 sires,  I was  obliged  to  let  him  know,  that  I 
4 could  not  give  him  any  aid  of  that  sort  with- 
4 out  your  authority  for  so  doing ; which,  fit 
4 said,  he  wanted  ; hut  would  write  to  you  this 
4 post  for  it.  So,  waiting  your  commands, 

4 which  I shall  endeavour  to  execute  with  tl>e 
4 greatest  diligence,  fidelity,  and  secrecy,  I 
4 am,  &c.' 

44  Mr.  Harley  returned  an  Answer,  dated  thi 
1st  of  Juue,  1706;  of  which  this  is  a copy ; 
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“ Sir,  Whitehall,  June  1st,  1700. 

“ I hare  this  day  received  two  letters  from  you 
'which  give  me  fresh  instances  of  vour  great 
‘ care  in  every  tiling  that  may  be  for  her  majes- 

* ty’i  service.  You  will  easily  believe,  it  is  of  the 

* greatest  consequence  to  have  early  advice  of 

* niiat  the  enemy  is  doing;  and,  ui  order  to  it, 

* 1 should  be  very  glad  you  would  furnish  Bara 
'wnh  what  he  wants,  provided  you  can  do  it 
‘ without  giving  any  cause  of  suspicion,  or  being 
‘ observed  by  any  body.  I am,  Sir,  tcc. 

‘ Ro.  Harley.” 

“But  Mr.  Whitehall  did  nothing  upon' the  Let- 
ter, not  thinking  it  container!  orders  which  were 
lull  and  clear  enough  to  justify  him. 

“ But  Bara  says,  ‘ That,  four  days  after  his 
elimination  before  the  mayor  of  Dover,  he 
w»  carried  to  London  by  Mr.  Harley's  war- 
rant ; and  owned  to  the  secretary,  he  had 
hrea  in  France  ; and  that  he  had  breu  sent 
ttiiiher  by  Valiere.’  Bara  continued  in  cus- 
tody SI  days;  after  which,  Mr.  Hurley  sent  for 
him,  aad  told  him,  * He  hnd  prevailed  with  the 
queen  to  pardon  him ; but  he  must  go  away 
immediately  to  Dunkirk,  and  see  what  naval 
preparations  were  there;  and  bid  him  say  no- 
thing, and  he  would  make  use  of  him.’  Bara 
performed  this  voyage  in  an  open  boat,  and  re- 
lumed in  seven  days ; and  brought  word,  ‘ That 
there  were  hot  two  inen  of  war,  both  unrigged ; 
and  that  Fourbia  was  gone  northwards,  after 
the  Russia  fleet.’ 

“ This  was  the  time  he  was  carried  over  by 
kViituua  Mason,  waterman  ; who  says,  ‘ That, 
as  soon  as  (hey  landed,  Bara  and  he  went  di- 
rectly to  the  governor’s  bouse : Mason  stayed 
belu*  till  Bara  came  down  to  him.  Bara  was 
well  known  and  well  received  in  that  town, 
They  stayed  there  two  days,  and  then  return- 
ed. Bara  was  set  ashore  near  Sanddown 
eastle : he  was  very  fearful  of  being  seen,  be- 
ing well  known  on  the  coast.’ 

“ Bara  says,  ‘ In  the  same  year  lie  was  sent 
over  by  Mr.  Harley  for  the  Paris  Gazette,  and 
brought  it  accordingly.’ 

“ It  appears,  by  the  Examination  of  Isaac 
Howard.  ‘ That  this  year  he  carried  Bara  over 
to  Calais;  that,  when  they  landed,  a file  of 
musketeer*  took  them  into  custody;  and,  as 
tkey  were  going  along,  a man  speaking  to 
Bara,  he  struck  him  a blow  upon  the  face 
*‘th  his  hand  ; That  they  were  carried  before 
the  commissary,  where  Bara  was  kindly  en- 
tertained. He  stayed  with  the  commissary 
two  hours;  was  entirely  at  liberty,  during  two 
days  that  he  stayed  : After  which,  Howard 
brought  him  back  to  the  Downs.’ 

“ Bara  savs,  1 He  was  arrested  at  Deal, 
•bich  he  thought  was  by  Valiere’s  means, 
who  hindered  him  to  have  a boat.  He  sent 
•otd  of  this  to  Mr.  Secretary  Harley ; who 
•rote  to  captain  Whitehall,  to  help  Bara  to  a 
boat,  but  he  would  not  do  it ; so  Bara  went 
tuck  to  leindon,  and  complained  to  the  Se- 
Urtary  of  him.' 

“ Bara  says,  1 He  was  at  Calais,  with  Chn- 
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tcauneuf,  about  six  weeks  before  the  Hampton- 
Court  and  Grafton  were  taken.,  The  Com- 
missnry  told  him,  ' There  was  a great  fleet  in 
tlie  Downs,  which  were  to  be  convoyed  by 
some  men  of  war  ; and  that  they  were  equip- 
ping at  Dunkirk  nine  men  of  war,  to  intercept 
tliat  convoy  ; and  he  had  received  most  pres- 
sing orders  to  speed  away  the  seamen  to  man 
those  ships  He  said,  1 He  hoped  this  year 
tliey  should  have,  their  revenge,  and  ship* 
should  not  go  out  of  the  Downs  so  easily  ns 
they  had  done,’  At  this  time  Chateauneuf 
told  him,  ‘ Valiere  played  him  a trick ;’  and 
shewed  him  part  of  a letter  from  Valiere  (but 
would  not  let  him  read  the  whole),  wherein 
Valiere  bid  Chateauneuf  * have  a care  of  Bara ; 
for  that  lie  was  employed  by  the  government 
in  England.' 

“ Bara  stayed  but  three  days  at  Calais  ; and 
came  directly  to  Mr.  Harley,  and  told  him 
what  lie  had  heard  aboutthe  Dunkirk  squadron, 
hut  did  not  then  mention  what  had  been  shewn 
him  in  Valiere 's  letter ; having  several  times 
before  acquainted  Mr.  Secretary,  * That  he 
trusted  Valiere  too  much ; and  that  he  was 
not  the  man  he  took  him  to  be.’  But  Mr.  Har- 
ley never  answered  him  any  thing  to  that  mat- 
ter.— When  Bara  told  Mr.  Harley  about  the 
Dunkirk  squadron,  lie  seemed  not  to  believe 
it ; but  when  those  ships  were  taken,  Bara 
went  to  him,  and  asked  him,  ‘ If  he  did  not 
helieve  it  now  ?'  To  which  he  replied,  * He 
did  remember  Bara  bad  told  him  of  it.’ 

“ John  Carter  says,  4 That  about  the  27th 
of  March,  1706,  he  came  first  acquainted  with 
Bara,  who  used  to  go  over  from  England  to 
Calais,  and  return  in  French  boats.  He  vat 
seized  at  Dover  by  Mr.  Whitehall,  which  Bara 
suspected  to  be  by  Carter's  means : he  was 
examined  before  the  magistrates;  but  was  soon 
after  sent  for  to  London,  by  Mr.  Harley’s  or- 
ders ; and  in  a short  time  after  returned  to 
Deal,  and,  pulling  out  of  his  pocket  a handful 
of  guineas,  shewed  them  to  Carter,  and  told 
him,  ‘ See  what  I have  got,  by  being  seized  at 
Diver,  by  your  means.’ 

“Valiere  spoke  very  ill  of  Bara  to  Carter; 
and  persuaded  him  not  to  have  any  thing  more 
to  do  with  him:  but  though  both  of  them  railed 
at  each  other,  when  asunder ; yet,  when  they 
met,  they  appeared  to  be  very  good  friends. 

“ Bara  doing  little  service  for  Valiere,  as  he 
pretends,  he  broke  with  him  ; and  then  sent 
one  Green,  of  Gravesend,  to  M.  Chateauneuf, 
but  he  also'did  little  service,  and  was  no  more 
employed.  He  after  engaged  one  Steplien 
Barry,  a druggist,  in  London,  who  was  then 
lately  broke.  He  was  sent  over  to  Calais,  br- 
ibe way  of  Holland ; and  was  directed  to  tell 
Chateauneuf,  ‘ That  Valiere’s  meaning  was, 
only  to  get  such  news  as  he  thought  fit  to  send 
and  to  desire  him  to  convey  it  to  Valiere.’  The 
first  boat  which  Valiere  owns  to  have  sent  over 
to  France  was  Bland's,  a waterman,  of  St.  Ca- 
tlierino's,  near  the  Tower. 

“ The  account  which  Bland  gives  of  his 
voyage  is  as  follows : « That,  in  August  1705, 
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Yaliere,  telling  him  be  had  a sufficient  autho- 
rity to  protect  him  from  any  mischief  might 
arise  upon  account  of  his  going  to  France,  sent 
him  to  Calais,  with  some  wool,  consigned  to 
Cbatcauneuf,  and  a letter.  As  soon  as  he 
landed  at  Calais,  he  was  seized,  and  carried  to 
the  governor,  and  after  to  the  commissary,  to 
whom  he  delivered  the  letfer : then  he  was 
carried  to  an  inn,  and  provision  made  for  him; 
and,  falling  sick  there,  a physician  was  sent  to 
take  care  of  him.  He  was  used  with  much 
civility,  and  the  commissary  defrayed  nil 
charges ; and  also,  his  boat  being  much  out  of 
repair,  the  commissary  took,  care  of  having  it 
put  in  very  good  order,  out  of  the  king’s  stores, 
without  any  expence  to  him.  He  brought  back 
brandy,  and  a letter  for  Yaliere,  which  Bland 
delivered  to  him.  in  September  following,  he 
made  a second  voyage,  upon  Clark's  account, 
when  he  carried  over  Bara.  Clark  wrote  a 
letter,  which  he  gave  to  Bara  when  they  land- 
ed. Bara  left  him,  and  went  directly  into 
the  town.  Bland  was  carried  to  the  former 
inn,  and  his  charges  were  paid,  as  before,  lie 
went  often  to  the  commissary’s  house,  and  was 
much  made  of ; and,  after  about  ten  days  stay 
brought  back  Bara,  and  17  ankers  of  brandy, 
and  a letter  from  the  commissary,  which  he 
delivered  to  Valiere.’ 

“ About  Midsummer  1706,  Valiere  employed 
John  Carter  to  buy  wool,  and  procure  men  to 
go  over  for  him  to  France.  Carter  brought 
John  Weaver  and  Philip  Watbing  to  Yaliere, 
who  told  them,  1 He  would  bear  them  out  for 
going  to  France  ; for  he  was  employed  by 
Mr.  Secretary  Harley;’  and  shewed  them  a 
paper,  with  his  name  and  a seal ; which  they  the 
rather  gave  credit  to,  because  Valiere  had  be- 
fore been  examined  by  the  magistrates,  and 
set  at  liberty  : and  thereupon  Weaver,  Wat h- 
iug,  and- John  Hartley  (apprentice  to  Weaver), 
went  over  to  Calais,  with  some  wool,  and  a 
letter  to  the  commissar)*,  and  another  to  one 
Camus  a merchant.  They  were  all  seized,  at 
their  landing,  by  a guard,  and  carried  before 
the  governor;  who  enquired  of  them,  1 What 
news  in  England,  and  what  ships  there  were 
iu  the  Downs,  and  whither  bound,  and  what 
strength  the  English  had  in  the  S(reights?’  They 
told  the  governor,  * They  had  a letter  for  the 
commissary.’  The  governor  sent  them  to 
him,  and  they  delivered  him  the  letter.  After 
three  or  four  days,  the  commissary  himself 
came  to  them,  anrl  brought  them  a packet  for 
Valiere;  upon  which,  they  returned  for  Eng- 
land, and  delivered  the  packet  to  him  ; who 
thereupon  went  immediately  to  London. 

“Soon  after,  the  same  crew  went  over  again, 
witli  wool,  and  a letter  to  the  commissary.  In 
their  passage  they  met  with  a small  French 
privateer,  who  inquired  of  them  what  men  of 
war  ami  merchantmen  were  then  in  the  Downs. 

And,  as  Hartley  says,  Weaver  and  Wathing 
told  them  all  they  knew  of  the  men  of  war  and 
merchant  ships,  whither  thqy  were  designed, 
and  when  they  were  to  sail ; and,  having  given 
this  account,  the  privateer  suffered  tliem  to  go 


on.  As  soon  as  they  landed,  they  were  seized, 
and  carried  first  to  the  governor,  and  afterward' 
by  the  guard  to  the  commissary,  to  whom  they 
delivered  their  letter,  ami  then  .were  earned  tj 
the  inn;  where  they  were  kept  10  or  12  days 
under  a guard,  and  not  suffered  to  go  out,  be- 
cause the  Dunkirk  galleys  were  then  m the 
road.  When  the  galleys  were  sailed,  the  com- 
missary gave  them  a packet  for  Valiere;  and 
they  returned,  and  delivered  it  to  him.  Atthu 
time  Valiere  told  them,  ‘ He  could  have  other 
men  to  go  lor,  less  money;’  but  they  refused 
to  take  less,  and  so  they  parted. 

“ In  July  1706,  Valiere  proposed  to  Daniel 
Morrillion  and  Joseph  Verge  to  go  to  France ; 
and  bid  them  take  in  w hat  goods  they  pleased, 
aud  he  would  give  them  a letter  which  slioUid 
protect  them.  Upon  the  credit  of  this,  they 
provided  wool,  and  had  two  letters  from  Va- 
liere ; one  to  the  commissary,  and  the  other 
to  Camus,  a merchant,  who  was  to  furnish 
them  with  brandy  lor  their  wool;  and  tbta 
they  two,  together  witli  one  Bailly,  went  over 
to  Calais;  where,  upon  their  arrival,  they  acre 
seized  by  the  guard,  and  earned  to  the  go- 
vernor; who  examined  them  about  the  num- 
ber and  rates  of  the  men  of  war  in  the  Downs, 
and  particularly  about  the  Dutch  transports, 
and  if  they  knew  to  what  place  they  were 
bound,  and  if  they  were  intended  for  a descent 
upon  any  part  of  France;  what  frigates  were 
cruizing  off  of  Beachy,  DutigeoefS,  and  die 
North  Foreland,  and  what  merchant  ships 
there  were  in  the  Downs.  They  shewed  the 
governor  the  letter  they  had  for  the  commis- 
sary ; and  he  returned  it  to  them,  to  carry  u> 
him.  The  commissary  sent  them  to  Mtrrdli 
house;  and  told  them,  < They  must  not  stir 
from  Calais  till  they  had  his  packet;’  which 
in  two  or  three  days  after  he  sent  to  them; 
directed,  4 To  John  Clarke,  merchant  in  Bris- 
tol,’ together  with  a pass  to  secure  them 
against  privateers  ; and  they  brought  hack 
brandy  with  them. — In  August  they  went  over 
again;  and  upon  their  landing  were  carried  to 
the  governor,  and  were  again  examined  about 
what  ships  were  in  the  Downs.  They  toid 
them,  * The  Dutch  transports  were  sailed. 
They  brought  hack  brandy,  and  a packet  rot 
Valiere  from  the  commissary ; and  t lie  custom* 

I house  boat  coming  up  with  them,  they  threw 
j the  packet  overboard.” 

“ Vnliere’s  general  directions  to  those  be 
I employed  to  go  over  to  France  were,  4 lhai, 
1 if  they  thought  themselves  in  danger  of  beme 
taken  by  the  English  or  Dutch*  vessels,  they 
were  to  throw  their  letters  overboard  ; but  it 
they  met  with  French  ships,  they  should 
their  letters,  w hich  would  help  them  to  get  to 
France.’ 

44  MorUlinn  and  Verge,  upon  their  return 
were  brought  before  the  mayor  of  Deal.  Verge 
denied  they  had  been  in  France,  hut  Alorillion 
confessed  it : soon  after  both  of  them  wire 
stilt  for  by  messengers  to  London,  and  earned 
before  the  two  secretaries  of  stale;  where,  be* 
mg  examined,  they  acquainted  them  with  a 
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that  passed  at  Calais,  and  with  their  throw  in?  ' 
the  packet  into  the  sea,  according  to  VaJiere’s 
orders.  Upon  this,  they  were  remanded  into 
the  custody  of  the  messengers,  where  they  re- 
named four  months,  and  then  were  discharged 
without  any  further  examination. 

“ Verge  says, 4 That,  whilst  he  was  in  prison 
at  Deal,  Valiere  carne  to  him,  and  bid  him  not 
fear,  he  would  take  care  he  should  come  to  no 
Iona/  And  says,  4 That,  the  very  same 
night  he  came  out  of  custody,  Valiere  came 
to  him,  and  proposed  to  him  t6  go  over  again 
to  France;  but  he  refused  to  go,  being  sick  at 
that  tune/ 

“In  August  1706,  Valiere  employed  Thomas 
Ooshj  and  Steed,  both  of  VValiner,  and 
Thomas  Hatton,  wlio  carried  over  wool,  and  a 
packet  for  the  commissary.  Upon  their  land- 
ing, they  were  immediately  carried  to  the  go- 
vernor, who  received  them  very  well ; and  asked 
them,  ‘What  news  in  England?  and  what 
daps  of  wax,  or  merchants,  were  then  in  the 
Downs?*  The  commissary  shewed  his  letter  to 
the  governor,  and  then  carried  them  to  Mar* 
veil's  house,  the  inn ; and  they  had  not  leave 
to  return  in  five  or  six  days,  till  letters  came 
from  Paris;  and  then  were  dispatched  with 
hnodv,  and  a letter  to  Valiere,  which  were  de- 
livered to  him. 

“ Gosby  and  Steed  refused  to  go  a second 
time,  because,  as  they  told  Carter,  they  were 
examined  very  strictly  by  the  commissary,  whnt 
new*  was  in  England,  and  what  ships  were  in 
the  Downs?  And  the  commissary  took  notes 
©fall they  said:  and  detained  them  there  till 
they  sent  to  Paris,  and  had  a return  : and  for 
these  reasons,  they  were  afraid  to  go  any 
more. 

M in  September  1706,  Valiere  sent  over 
Ralph  and  Thomas  Hatton.  He  pressed  them 
to  go  over  immediately,  though  they  had  no 
goods ; which  titey  refused  to  do  ; whereupon 
some  wool  was  provided,  which  the  two  Hat-  i 
tnns  carnet!  to  Calais,  with  a letter  to  the  com- 
missary. K.  Hatton  believes  the  letter  did  not 
relate  to  trade,  because  the  wool  was  sold  to 
mother  person.  They  were  seized  upon  latid- 
un?,  and  carried  with  the  letter  to  the  comtnis* 
•*7;  *ko  went  with  them  to  the  governor,  and 
dd  not  open  his  letter  till  he  came  to  the  go- 
vernor's house.-— They  were  received  very 
iiudlr  by  the  governor,  who  made  them  drink, 
albino  vtTy  unusual.  The  governor  opened 
Me  letter,  and  shewed  it  to  several  gentlemen 
*bo  were  there,  who  alt  seemed  very  well 
with  it.  The  commissary  carried  1 1 >em, 

7 the  governor’s  orders,  to  the  best  inn  in 
Wan,  where  they  were  very  well  treated  at  his 
covt»*— The  next  day  the  commissary  brought 
1 French  gentleman  to  them,  and  said,  4 The 
jj^rnor  had  ordered  that  they  should  carry 
“™n  t0  England  / which  they  did.  They 
t'ooght  no  letters  or  good-  ; and  apprehending 
*boold  be  forced  to  land  in  the  day  time, 
^*1  desired  the  gentleman, 4 If  he  had  any  pa- 
P**, he  **oo Id  throw  them  over  hoard/  but  he  re- 
Hecanied  all  in  his  head.’  The  gentleman 
?QL  vi. 


spoke  good  English.  The  Hattons  brought 
him  to  Valiere,  at  Mrs.  Riches’s  house,  at  mid- 
night ; who  procured  a horse  for  him ; and  he 
went  away  to  London  that  night,  without  a 
guide  ; and  Valiere  followed  the  next  morning." 

44  Valiere  says,  in  his  examination,  4 This 
mail  wus  Stephen  Barry,  who  brought  the 
news  of  the  relief  of  Turin/  But  Mrs. 
Riches  says, 4 He  told  her,  that  it  was  his  bro- 
in  law,  who  lived  at  Calais/  And  she  also 
says,  4 He  brought  divers  papers  with  him, 
wlych  he  gave  to  Valiere  to  read. — About  a 
week  after,  Valiere  returned  to  Deal  ; and 
within  a week  after  that,  the  French  gentleman 
came  back,  and  brought  with  liiui  three  other 
Frenchmen,  who  were  shut  up  privately  with 
Valiere  for  some  time.  Afterward  they  all 
rode  out  with  Valiere  ; who,  by  some  means 
or  other,  got  them  over  to  France.  Mrs. 
Riches  says, 4 That  Valiere  told  her,  that  the 
father  of  one  of  those  three  Frenchmen  was 
as  great  a man  as  any  in  France/ 

44  In  October  1706,  Valiere  sent  the  two 
Hattons,  and  William  Reven,  over  to  Calais, 
with  wool,  and  a letter  to  Chateauneuf.  Upon 
landing,  they  were  seized,  and  carried  before 
the  governor  : after  that,  they  were  taken  be- 
fore a judge,  and  were  accused  of  having  car- 
ried a spy  into  England. 

44  Marvelles  desired  them,  by  order  of  the 
commissary,  to  deny  they  carried  any  body; 
which  they  did.  They  were  kept  in  custody 
14  or  15  days,  till  orders  came  from  court  to 
discharge  them;  and  then  the  commissary 
sent  them  away  to  England,  with  one  let- 
ter to  Valiere. 

44  About  a month  after,  Valiere  employed 
Reven,  TI»o.  Feunes,  and  Francis  Baker,  of 
Dover,  to  go  over  to  Calais,  with  some  wool, 
and  a sack,  in  which  was  a box  and  other 
things;  but  their  boat  was  seized  at  Sandwich 
by  the  custom  house  officers,  who  took  away 
the  wool,  but  over-looked  the  sack,  which  they 
brought  back  to  Valiere.  And  about  a week 
after,  he  sent  Reven,  Barker,  and  it.  Hatton, 
with  the  same  sack,  some  wool,  and  a letter  to 
the  commissary  at  Calais,  together  with  a young 
man  whom  they  carried  to  France.  They  were 
seized  and  taken  to  the  governor’s  house,  as 
usual  ; and  the  commissary  came  to  them,  aud 
opened  his  letters  there.  They  were  in  a short 
time  dismissed,  with  brandy,  and  a letter 
from  the  commissary  to  Valiere. 

44  Hitherto  Valiere  bar!  employed  other  peo- 
ple to  goto  France  upon  his  account;  bur, about 
June  1707,  he  went  himself  to  Boulogne,  with 
Weaver  and  Wathing,  aud  they  carried  over 
one  pack  of  wool.  They  went  off  from  Hyth. 
As  soon  as  they  landed,  they  were  all  seized, 
and  kept  in  custody,  with  a centinel  upon  them. 
But  Valiere  had  leave  to  speak,  with  oneSfrike, 
a merchant;  who  in  two  days  got  him  released. 
Valiere  told  Strike,  4 His  business  was  to  get 
news,  in  order  to  lay  wagers;  and  that  he  had 
a friend  at  Paris,  who  would  send  the  news,  if 
Strike  would  receive  it,  and  transmit  it  to  him/ 
He  pretends  he  neither  wrote  nor  spoke  to  the 
2 Y 
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commissary,  or  governor  of  Boulogne,  at  this 
time  ; but  was  only  encouraged  by  Strike  ; and 
that  he  then  discovered  the  Dunkirk  squadron 
was  ready  to  sail,  and  sent  the  news  of  it  to  Mr. 
Secretary  Harley. 

44  But  Wathing,  in  bis  account  of  this  voyage, 
says,  * That  Valiere,  upon  writing  to  the  go- 
vernor, was  set  at  liberty  ;*  and  that  he  after- 
wards told  them,  4 He  had  waited  uihjii  the  go- 
vernor, ami  done  the  business/  Tliis  i*  con- 
firmed by  H.  Hatton  ; who  says.  That  •Valiere, 
upon  ins  return,  told  liim,  * He  had  been 
the  longer,  because  he  was  kept  under  a guard 
till  he  could  get  a letter  delivered  lo  the  gover- 
nor; and  then  he  was  set  at  liberty,  and  waited 
upon  the  governor/ 

41  Valiere  went  over  a second  time  m July, 
with  Weaver,  Wathing,  and  Le  More, and  one 
pack  of  wool.  Tilt  duke  D’Aumont  was  then 
at  Boulogne.  He  pretends,  that  at  their  land- 
ing they  were  more  strictly  confined  than  before ; 
but,  after  some  day?,  the  duke  sent  for  them  ail 
before  him,  and  asked  them  many  questions 
concerning  their  business  ; and  how  they  ven- 
tured over  with  so  small  a quantity  of  wool  ? 
Valiere  said,  * He  was  employed  by  merchants 
concerned  in  wagers;  and  his  chief  business 
w as,  to  get  the  Gazette  early  over/  The  duke 
was  satisfied  with  this,  and  promised  he  should 
Lave  intelligence  ; so  he  did  not  attempt  to  get 
it  but  from  the  commissary  Collauson.  The 
duke  said,  4 He  was  going  to  Paris  ; and  would 
Cake  care  Collanson  should  have  intelligence, 
to  furnish  Valiere  with  it/ — There  were  several 
gentlemen  in  company  with  the  duke  when  this 
was  talked  of.  The  duke  said,  ‘ It  would  do 
no  hurt  to  them,  to  have  the  public  news  sent  ; 
for  their  government  was  so  wise,  ns  to  suffer 
no  news  to  come  abroad  that  would  hurt  them, 
wrhereas  they  could  have  intelligence  of  the 
greatest  matters  of  importance  from  England  ; 
and  gave  for  an  instance,  That  they  had  lately 
certain  advice  from  thence,  that  the  duke  of 
Savoy’s  design  was  against  Toulon/ — When 
Valiere  told  this  to  Mr.  Harley,  he  seemed  to 
Start,  and  said,  * lie  wondered  they  should  talk 
so/  The  duke  D’ A union  t proposed  to  Valiere, 
to  buy  a couple  of  horses  for  him,  and  upon 
that  conditiuii  he  should  have  liberty  to  coine 
when  he  would  : Valiere  agreed  to  doit;  and 
the  duke  sent  his  groom  along  with  him. 
These  horses  were  to  be  sent  by  the  Boulogne 
sloop,  which  w as  to  come  to  a certain  place  for 
tliat  purpose. 

“ Valiere  said,  ‘ He  acquainted  Mr.  Secre- 
tary afterwards  with  this  , who  approved  it, 
ami  gave  him  a pass  for  the  groom,  by  the  name 
of  Tho.  Strick/  Valiere  add?,  4 '1  bar,  w hile 
he  w as  at  Boulogne,*  Mr.  Strike  cave  him  pri- 
vately a letter  from  his.  fricud  at  Paris,  which 
Cold  him  that  monsieur  Fourbiu,  with  his  squad- 
ron of  9 men  of  war,  had  orders  to  pursue  the 
Russia  fleet,  though  never  so  far  Northward  or 
Eustward,  and  to  tall  on  them  if  possible  ; and 
advised  Valiere  to  insure  uppn  them/  He 
told  this  news  to  Mr.  Harley  us  soon  as  possible 
he  could ; who  answered  thereupon,  * We 
have  twelve  mm  of  wux ; we  fear  them  uot/ 
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4<  He  says,  4 When  he  was  at  Boulogne  thia 
time,  he  saw  two  Utters  at  the  commissary's: 
one,  directed,  4 To  sir  John  Parsons;*  and 
auother,  ‘ To  Mr.  Caiile/  And  Strike 
told  him,  * That  the  duke  d’Aumont  held  a 
constant  corre‘pondence  with  them/  He  ac- 
quainted Mr.  Harley,  ‘That Caiile  held  a cor- 
respondence with  France,  and  paid  money  by 
orders  from  thence/ 

44  This  is  Valiere’s  account  of  his  second 
voyage  to  Boulogne ; hut  Weaver  and  Wathing 
say,  4 That,  when  they  were  all  carried  to  the 
governor,  he  took  Valiere  aside,  and  had  him 
in  private  several  hours:  When  they  returned 
for  England,  Valiere  put  on-board  brandy 
anil  champagne;  and  a man  whom  they  did 
not  know  was  sent  back  wfth  them  ; who, 
upon  landing,  went  with  Valiere  to  London. 
Le  More  was  left  behind,  lest  he  should  be- 
tray the  groom  when  he  came  to  England; 
but  le  Mure  was  put  on-board  a French 
sloop  afterwards,  and  set  on  shore  in  Eng- 
land/ 

44  Mr.  Jordan  says,  4 That,  when  Valiere  ww 
sick  at  Folkestone,  in  September  1707,  be 
told  him,  4 That  die  governor  of  Boulogne  was 
re ry  rough  with  them  at  first,  and  told  them, 
4 They  came  over  for  soraethiog  else  than  to 
bring  sucli  a small  parcel  of  wool,  which  would 
not  hear  their  charges;  threatening  them  un- 
less they  told  the  truth/  Then  Valiere  desired 
to  speak  with  the  duke  privately;  and  told  him, 
4 He  came  to  learn  news ;’  which  expression 
much  surprized  the  duke:  But  Valiere  told 
him,  4 That,  if  he  could  serve  his  excellency  in 
England,  lie  would  serve  him  faithfully/  Va- 
liere told  Jordan,  4 That  Le  More  was  threa- 
tened with  death,  being  a Frenchman,  and  ona 
who  formerly  had  n commission  in  an  English 
privateer ; so  lie  fell  upon  his  knees,  and  begged 
for  his  life;  and  upon  Valiere*®  interest  and 
pleading  for  him,  he  was  pardoned/  Le  More 
told  Jordan,  4 Tliat  he  verily  believed  Valiere 
shewed  Mr.  Harley's  pass  to  the  duke  at  tha: 
time/ 

“ Tho.  Hatton  says,  4 That  he  lay  about 
14  days  to  watch  the  Boulogne  sloop,  by  Va- 
liere’s orders,  to  put  on  board  two  horses,  to 
he  carried  to  Boulogne/  The  signal  whereby 
he  was  to  know  the  sloop,  was  her  hoisting 
Dutch  colours  on  her  maintop.  Valiere  gave 
him  a letter,  which  was  to  be  delivered  to  iht 
captain  of  the  sloop ; but  she  not  coming,  be 
returned  the  letter  to  Valiere. 

44  Valiere  gives  the  following  acccount  of  big 
third  voyage  to  Boulogne  : * That  then  he  took 
over  no  wool;  that  the  duke  was  then  at 
Paris;  hut  he  told  the  commissary,  4 Tbe 
burses  were  bought.*  He  was  then  supplied 
with  the  news  without  trouble ; which  at  his 
return,  he  told  Mr.  Harley;  who  was  pleased 
with  it, and  ordered  him  money;  and  directed 
him  to  go  away  immediately,  and,  at  his  return, 
to  come  to  him  at  Windsor. 

44  Wathing  and  Verge,  who  went  with  him 
this  voyage,  give  this  account:  4 That  they 
were  seized  at  binding;  but  Valiere  wat 
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•t  liberty,  and  went  into  the  town  for  two  or 
three  hours;  and  then  came  to  them,  and  told 
them,  * They  must  get  ready  to  go  away  that 
night/  lie  was  in  very  good  humour,  and  said, 

* He  had  now  catched  the  old  one:'  By  which 
they  understood,  he  had  heard  some  good  news. 
They  brought  back  brandy;  and  landed  Va- 
hcre  at  Dunchurch,  who  immediately  went  to 
London.’ 

44  The  next  voyage,  which  (as  Vnliere  says) 
was  at  the  latter  end  of  August,  Valiere  did 
not  go  over  himself;  but  sent  Verge,  Wathing, 
and  Weaver,  who  brought  him  the  news  of  the 
raising  the  siege  of  Toulon,  and  a packet  to 
Caille,  the  merchant,  in  Aldernmry  Church- 
yard, which  Vnliere  pretends  lie  burnt,  with- 
out opening  it. 

“ Wathing,  Weaver,  and  Verge,  speak  of 
this  voyage  in  this  manuer : They  say,  * They 
carried  letters  from  Valiere  to  the  commissary 
at  Boulogne,  and  some  wool.  When  they 
landed,  they  were  seized,  and  carried  to  the 
governor,  and  examined  about  the  ships  in  the 
Downs,  and  were  asked  several  questions  as 
usual.  The  commissary  took  them  to  his  own 
house,  and  they  dined  at  his  own  table : 
The  captain  of  the  Boulogne  sloop  dined 
with  them  ; and  boasted  of  his  having  robbed 
some  English  gentlemen  in  Kent.  They 
brought  back  letters  to  Valiere,  which  they  de- 
livered to  him/ 

44  Joseph  Verge  says,  4 He  believes  Valiere 
to  be  disaffected  to  tLe  government;  and  gave 
this  reason  for  it : 4 That,  being  about  to  go 
over  to  Boulogne,  be  said  to  Valiere, 4 Master, 
%£  we  should  bring  back  the  good  news  that 
Toulon  was  taken,  he  hoped  Valiere  would 
give  them  a guinea  or  two lie  made  answer, 

* That,  if  he  would  bring  the  news  that  the 
siege  was  raised,  lie  should  be  better  pleased, 
and  would  give  them  10  guineas/ 

44  In  September  1707,  Valiere  sent  over  Le 
More,  Wathing,  and  Verge,  with  a letter  to  Col- 
tinson ; but,  they  being  seized  as  they  came 
back,  what  they  brought  did  not  come  to  his 
hands. — Say,  4 They  were  taken  by  an  Ostendcr 
in  their  passage  to  Boulogne,  who  took  their 
letters  and  every  thing  from  them.  ’They 
came  almost  nuked  to  Boulogne ; and  the 
commissary  being  absent,  his  clerk  refused 
to  give  them  credit;  but  J.e  More  got  credit  for 
about  5/.  After  about  14  days  stay,  the  com- 
missary's clerk  gave  them  two  letters  for  Va- 
liere. They  landed  at  Dover,  where*  their  boat 
was  seized  ; and  in  their  going  to  Deal,  they 
were  taken  by  messengers,  to  whom  they  de- 
livered the  letters  directed  to  Vqliere/ 

44  Valiere  says,  * That  what  letters  he  had, 
he  used  to  send  to  Mr.  Harley;  and  that,  in  the 
three  years  time  he  has  been  employed,  lie  be- 
lieves he  has  sent  him  half  a score/  lie  also 
says,  4 That  one  Fitzgerald  made  a proposition 
to  him,  to  join  with  him  and  two  other  persons, 
to  carry  off  M.  Huguetan/  He  did  not  ac- 
quaint Mr.  Harley  with  this;  the  reason  where- 
of was,  that  Mr.  Harley  told  him,  4 He  was 
■ot  to  meddle  with  any  business  but  what  he 
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employed  him  in/  He  says,  4 That  one  Pope 
and  Charles  Coxill,  Loth  of  Lid,  received  and 
returned  letters  to  and  from  France  ; mid  he 
saw  Coxill  nt  Boulogne,  and  that  he  bought 
horses  for  the  duke;  that  Pope  was  employed 
to  supply  the  Boulogne  sloop  with  wool  and 
intelligence/  He  tuld  Mr.  Harley  of  it;  who 
bid  him  mind  the  business  he  employed  him. 
in,  and  not  trouble  himself  with  other  matters. 

44  Johanna  Riches  says,  4 That,  towards  the 
latter  end  of  April  last,  Valiere  came  toiler, 
house  nt  Deni,  in  the  night,  and  desired  a pri- 
vate lodging  ; and  soon  after  stilt  her  out,  to 
learn  what  men  of  war  were  then  in  the  Downs. 
She  went  to  the  packet-master  ; who  told  her, 

4 There  were  only  three  men  of  war  there/ 
and  named  them  to  her.  She  brought  the 
account  to  Valiere  presently  : She  has  forgot 
the  names  of  two  of  them;  but  verily  be- 
lieves the  Royal  Oak  was  one  of  them  ; be- 
cause a midshipman  belonging  to  the  Royal 
Ouk  was  at  tk  at  time  at  her  house,  and  borrow- 
ed a bottle  of  sal  armonioc  of  her  for  his  w ife, 
who  was  then  on  board  the  Royal  Oak.  Upon 
her  naming  the  ships  to  Valiere,  he  set  don  n 
the  names  of  them  in  his  book  ; and  soon  after 
went  out,  mid  stayed  so  late  that  no  lodgings 
could  be  got  for  him ; so  she  sat  up  all  night, 
and  he  lay  in  her  bed.  She  further  says, 

4 That  she  believes  Bland  went  over  to  Franco 
about  that  time/  For  which  she  gives  (hi9  rea- 
son : That  Bland  and  Mrs.  Atwood  being  to-, 
getlier  at  her  house,  Bland  said,  4 lie  hoped 
he  should  soon  bring  them  better  liquor;  and 
desired  her  to  buy  for  him  some  casks  for  bran- 
dy/ She  says,  4 That  Bland  went  into  the 
Downs,  and  went  aboard  several  ships  there/ 
Bland  told  her,  4 It  w as  only  to  get  some  of  the 
ships  to  take  off  his  brandy  wheu  he  came 
buck  / but  she  looked  on  that  as  a pretence 
only;  and  that  his  true  business  was,  to  ol»- 
serve  w hat  ships  were  there,  and  of  w hat  value 
they  were.  The  same  thing  is  affirmed  by  Mr. 
Bowles,  who  gives  a very  particular  account 
what  an  impudent  and  dangerbus  fellow  this 
Bland  is.  Mrs.  Riches  says,  4 Bland  owned  to 
her,  he  had  been  four  times  in  France  since  the 
beginning  of  the  w ar/  Whereas  Bland  denies 
that  he  has  been  there  more  than  twice. 

44  Carter  says,  4 That  he  was  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  Clarke,  and  always  took  him  to 
be  in  the  French  interest ; he  believed  him  to 
be  u papist,  for  he  would  never  go  to  church, 
and  always  talked  favourably  of  the  papists/ 
Carter  often  advised  Clarke  to  be  more  cauti- 
ous in  managing  his  corresponding  with  France; 
for,  if  he  continued  to  act  in  so  public  a man- 
ner, the  mob  would  knock  him  on  the  head. 
Carter  said,  4 The  mob  had  several  times  come 
about  them,  and  called  them  French  dogs  aiul 
rogues,  and  reproached  them  for  betraying  our 
slops,  and  giving  intelligence  to  the  enemy/ — 
Valiere  would  often  speak  contemptuously  of 
the  great  men  above  ; and  said,  4 It  was  easier 
to  put  upon  them,  than  upon  such  men  ns  Car- 
ter/ He  said,  4 He  knew  his  master  Harley 
very  well,  and  almost  any  thing  w ould  serve 
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him.’  Once,  ns  Carter  and  Clarke  were  riding 
together  upon  the  beach,  they  saw  J8  ships  at 
sea.  Thereupon  Clarke  said,  ‘ Here  is  news 
for  my  master  Harley : I will  send  him  word, 

here  is  seen  a squadron  of  French  ships.’  Car- 
ter said,  ‘ What!  before  you  know  whether 
they  are  so  or  no  ?’  To  which  Clarke  replied, 
‘ It  is  all  one  for  that ; it  will  serve  my  turn  as 
well.’ 

“ In  the  latter  end  of  1706,  Carter  brought 
to  Mr.  Whitehall  three  letters,  which  he  had 
received  from  Valiere,  with  directions  to  put 
them  into  the  hands  of  the  men  who  were  going 
to  Frnuce  ; One  of  the  letters  was  directed  to 
Camus,  a merchant  at  Caluis  ; the  second,  to 
the  commissary  at  Calais ; the  third,  to  the  go- 
vernor or  commissary  of  Boulogne,  he  is  not 
certain  to  which  of  them.  Upon  this, he  wrote 
to  Secretary  Harley,  and  gave  him  an  account 
of  those  three  letters ; telling  him,  ‘ That  the 
wind  being  now  out  of  the  way,  he  had  oppor- 
tunity, if  he  pleased,  of  seeing  them,  and  judg- 
ing if  Valiere  dealt  honestly  or  not But  to 
this  letter  he  never  received  any  answer.  Mr. 
Whitehall  did  neither  open  nor  stop  these  let- 
ters, having  been  before  reprimanded  by  Mr. 
Secretary  for  what  he  had  done. 

“ Mr.  Whitehall  says,  ‘That  Valiere  and 
Bara  were  generally  known  upon  the  coast  by 
the  distinction  of  Air.  Harley's  spies;  especi- 
ally Valiere,  who  bragged  of  his  being  employ- 
ed, on  all  occasions,  and  in  all  companies.  Bara 
was  more  cautious,  and  seldom  appeared  by 
day.’  Mr.  Whitehall  said,  ‘ It  was  his  opi- 
nion, and  the  general  opinion  upon  the  coast, 
that  they  carried  more  intelligence  to  France, 
than  they  brought  from  thence.’  lie  says, 

* The  trade  to  France  was  much  suppressed,  till 
this  encouragement  was  given  by  employing  so 
great  a number  of  men;  for  Clarke  did  not 
Confine  himself  to  certain  persons,  but  employ- 
ed every  body  lie  could  get ; by  which  practice 
the  whole  coast  is  corrupted  : So  that  now 

a much  greater  number  of  officers  will  be 
wanting,  to  prevent  the  pernicious  inter- 
course with  France,  than  have  ever  yet  been 
employed.’ 

“ Mr.  Bowles  gives  several  reasons,  which 
made  him  think  it  necessary  to  examine  Va- 
liere ; as,  iiis  public  boasting  of  his  power  to 
protect  any  one  for  going  to  France  ; his  de- 
claring in  coffee-houses,  before  the  magistrates, 

‘ That  it  was  not  trenson  to  trade  with  France, 
unless  one  carried  warlike  stores  thither ;’  and 
his  sending  over  boats,  when  his  license  to  re- 
main unmolested  on  the  coast  was  expired. 
These  and  many  other  reasons  made  Mr. 
Bowles  conclude,  That  Valiere  was  indeed  a 
spy  upon  us ; and  that  by  his  meaus,  for  these 
two  years  last  past,  France  has  had  intelligence 
to  their  advantage,  and  are  like  still  to  have 
so  i For  Clark  having  sent  over  so  many  sets  of 
boats,  the  same  gangs  will  be  like  to  continue 
to  go  over  on  their  own  accounts.  And  he  be- 
lieves that  this  may  have  been  the  principal 
occusion  of  the  loss  of  several  of  our  frigates  i 
upon  their  cruising  stations ; as  also  of  the  loss 


of  the  Hampton  Court  and  Grafton,  and  so 
many  of  our  merchant  ships.’ 

“ May  it  please  your  most  excellent  majeatv; 
“ We,  your  majesty’s  most  dutiful  subjects, the 
« Lords  spiritual  and  temporal  in  parliament 
“ assembled,  having  entered  into  a serious  coo- 
“ deration  of  the  said  several  Reports,  have 
“ unanimously  come  to  the  following  Re solu- 
“ lions  thereupon  i That  it  is  our  opinion.  That 
“ the  crime  of  which  William  Gregg  stands  at- 
“ tainted  is  of  so  heinous  a nature,  and  at* 
« tended  with  such  extraordinary  circ  utustan- 
“ ces,  that  it  may  prove  ot  \ery  pertiieioiis  con- 
“ sequence  if  he  should  not  be  mode  an  exam- 
“ pie  And  also,  Thar  it  doe*  plainly  appear 
“ to  us,  as  well  by  what  Alexander  Valiere  and 
“ John  Bara  have  informed  against  each  other, 
“ us  by  the  many  examinations  taken  concern* 
“ ing  them,  that  they  w ere  both  in  tl>e  French 
“ interest,  mid  unfit  to  be  trusted  or  employed 
“ by  any  persons  in  your  impesty's  service : 
“ And  that  the  open  and  public  manner  of  the 
“ correspondence  managed  by  them  with  the 
“ governors  and  commissaries  of  Calais  and 
“ Boulogne,  could  tend  only  to  carry  on  an  m- 
“ telligence  to  the  advantage  of  your  majesty's 
“ enemies ; and  that  it  is  highly  probable 
“thereby  tbe  stations  of  our  cruisers,  the 
“ strength  of  our  convoys,  and  tbe  times  of 
“ sailing  of  our  merchant  ships,  have  been  be- 
“ trayed  to  the  French. 

“ May  it  please  your  majesty ; It  is  your 
“ majesty's  glory,  and  tbe  happiness  of  Europe, 
“ that  you  are  at  the  head  of  one  of  the  great- 
“ est  confederacies  that  ever  was  known  in  his* 
“ tory ; and  it  is  the  common  concern  of  tbe 
“ whole  alliance,  that  your  councils  should  be 
“ kept  with  tbe  strictest  secrecy  : But,  in  the 

“ papers  now  laid  before  you,  your  majesty  will 
“ be  pleased  to  observe,  that  some  of  your  re- 
“ solutions  of  the  greatest  moment,  and  that 
“ required  the  utmost  secrecy,  have  been  sent 
“ to  your  enemies  by  tbe  same  post  they  were 
“ dispatched  to  the  allies ; that  all  the  papers 
“ in  Mr.  Secretary  Harley's  office  have,  for  a 
“ considerable  time,  been  exposed  to  the  view 
“ even  of  the  meanest  clerk;  in  that  office ; and 
“ that  the  perusal  of  all  the  letters  to  and  from 
“ the  French  prisoners  was  chiefly  trusted  to 
“ Gregg,  a person  of  a very  suspicious  charac- 
“ ter,  and  known  to  be  extremely  indigent.  It 
“ is  not  easily  to  be  known  whit  ill  conse- 
“ quences  may  have  attended  such  negligence. 
“ But  we  depend  upon  it,  that  these  matter* 
“ being  thus  plainly  laid  open  to  your  majesty, 
“ we  shall  be  secured  aguinst  any  dangers  of 
“ this  nature  for  the  future. — We  are  further  in 
“ duty  bound  to  beseech  your  majesty,  that  all 
“ possible  methods  may  be  used  to  put  a stop  to 
“ that  dangerous, and  which  may  soon  prove  fatal 
“ intercourse  between  your  majesty’s  subjects 
“ and  Fiance,  which  has  of  late  received  so 
“ great  an  encouragement  by  the  countenance 
“ and  protection  given  to  Valiere  and  Barm ; 
“ since,  unless  that  be  effectually  done,  your 
“ majesty’s  enemies  will  continue  to  have  what 
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“ intelligence  they  please,  your  majesty’s  men 
“ of  war  and  men:  it  ant  ships  will  be  in  danger 
" of  i*ing  betrayed  to  the  French,  and  that 
“ most  destructive  trade  of  sending  wool  Ui 
“ France,  which  has  been  with  much  charge 
“ and  trouble  interrupted,  and  in  good  measure 
“ suppressed,  will  be  revived  to  a greater  de- 
“ gree  than  ever." 

“ Here  follow  the  Examinations  of  Valiere, 
&c.  viz. 

“ Alexander  Valiere,  alias  John  Clark,  being 
examined,  saith,  ‘ That  he  is  a native  of 
France,  and  came  over  into  Ireland  in  the 
French  regiments  sent  thither  with  king  James.' 
He  pretends  he  deserted  14  days  before  the 
battle  of  the  Boyne  ,•  be  was  hired  as  a servant 
by  an  ensign  in  Belcastel’s  regiment.  After 
the  war  of  Ireland  was  over,  he  came  into  Eng- 
land ; and,  after  having  served  several  persons, 
he  bound  himself  apprentice  to  a peruke- 
maker  ; and  when  his  time  was  out,  he  went  to 
Itve  in  the  city,  and  followed  that  trade.  He 
pretended  that  he  entered  into  merchan- 
dizing while  the  pence  lasted,  and  that  he 
bad  a part  in  a ship  that  was  stopped 
in  France ; and  upon  that  account  he  ap- 
plied to  Secretary  Hedges,  to  get  a pass  for 
Holland  ; but  it  was  refused.  One  Wilmot  of 
Doctors  Commons  was  employed  upon  occasion 
of  treating  about  the  exchange  of  prisoners, 
be  named  D’Allegre,  Gallisioniere,  &c. ; 
and  Valiere  said,  ' He  was  made  use  of  as 
ao  interpreter  on  those  occasions.’ — He  said, 
‘ He  gave  some  account  about  one  llanom, 
who  carried  on  a fraudulent  trade  between  Ire- 
land and  France;  and  be  does  not  know  but 
that  might  be  the  occasion  that  Mr.  Secretary 
Harley  might  first  think  of  him  to  procure  in- 
telligence.’ That,  in  the  year  1704-5,  Mr.  Se- 
cretary Harley  proposed  to  him  to  be  employed 
in  getting  intelligence.  Valiere  said,  ‘ He  could 
do  it,  by  the  means  of  one  John  Bara,  who  was 
then  in  France,  and  wns  acquainted  with  M. 
Chateaaneaf,  Commissary  at  Calais.’ — He  had 
about  150 i from  Mr.  Harley  in  about  a month’s 
time,  upon  account  of  settling  this  correspond- 
ence, which  enabled  him  to  furnish  Bara  with 
about  70/.  and  to  make  a present  to  Chateau- 
aeuf.  All  the  service  Bara  did  was  to  come 
over  from  Calais  twice,  once  in  a French  boat 
which  Bara  hired,  and  brought  only  the  news  of 
the  prince  of  D’Armstndt’s  being  killed ; and 
once  in  Bland's  boat,  which  Valiere  hired,  and 
then  brought  the  news  of  Barcelona's  being 
taken. — Bara  went  back  to  France,  in  3 or  4 
days,  m t he  same  boat,  with  only  Bland’s  boy, 
and  (as  Valiere  pretended)  carried  from  him  to 
Chateauntof,  satl’mctte  for  making  a bed,  a 
watch,  scarlet  stockings,  and  several  toys,  which 
was  the  present  afore-mentioned.  Bara  doing 
little  service,  Valiere  soon  broke  with  hint. — In 
a shott  time  after,  Bara  caine  to  Englnnd  again, 
and  brought  over  with  him  a Frenchman,  who 
had  been  a sea  officer.  Valiere  acquainted  the 
Secretary  with  this,  in  September,  or  October, 
1705;  who  granted  bis  warrant  for  apprehend- 


ing of  them,  but  they  both  made  their  escape. 
— In-thr  spring  following,  Vjiere  saw  Bara  at 
Deal,  when  lie  was  just  come  out  of  the  cus- 
tody of  a messenger,  having  been  first  appre- 
hended by  tlie  magistrates  of  Dover  for  coming 
from  France.  At  that  time,  be  was  informed, 
Bara  had  got  a puss  from  the  Secretary  of  State. 
— Valiere  sent  one  Green,  of  Gravesend,  over 
to  M.  Chateaunruf;  but  he  also  did  little  ser- 
vice, and  was  no  more  employed. — Valiere  said, 
' He  then  engaged  one  Stephen  Barry,  a drug- 
gist in  London,  who  had  lately  broke  ; he  waa 
sent  over  to  Calais  by  the  way  of  Holland  he 
wns  directed  to  tell  Mr.  Chnteauneuf,  ‘ That 
Vnliere’s  meaning  was  only  to  get  such  news  as 
he  thought  fit  to  send,  and  desire  him  to  con- 
vey it  to  him.’ — Once,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1706,  there  was  some  news  sent  to  Valiere 
by  a French  boat;  but  they  sem  him  word, 
1 That,  if  he  expected  any  more,  he  must  send 
a boat  for  it,  for  they  would  not  be  at  the 
trouble  or  charge  of  sending  it  over.’  There- 
upon, about  Midsummer,  1706,  Valiere  em- 
ployed one  John  Carter,  of  Deal,  to  buy  soma 
wool,  in  order  to  send  an  English  boat  ; and 
then  P.  Wathing,  J.  Weaver,  and  Weaver'j  ap- 
prentice, were  sent  over,  with  a pack  of  wool 
and  a letter,  and  returned  with  news,  ‘ That 
Philip  was  tike  to  lose  Spain.’  This  lie  sent  to 
Mr.  Secretary. 

“ About  a fortnight  after,  the  same  boat 
went  over  again,  with  the  like  quantity  of  wool, 
and  a letter  to  the  commissary  of  Calais. — The 
next  time,  Valiere  sent  Thomas  Gosby,  Tho. 
Hatton,  and  one  Steed  of  Walmer,  with  wool, 
and  a letter  to  the  commissary  ; but  the  com- 
missary stopped  out  of  tlieir  cargo  100  livres, 
for  the  charge  of  settling  the  intelligence. — Then 
Valiere  sent  over  the  two  Hattons,  with  80 
pounds  of  wool,  and  a letter  to  Chnteauneuf. 
They  brought  over  Stephen  Barry,  who  came 
express  to  Valiere,  with  the  news  of  the  relief 
nf  Turin,  and  this  express  caused  rejoicings  in 
Iondon  the  same  day.  Next  he  sent  over  Wil- 
liam Reven,  with  the  two  Hattons,  and  some 
wool,  with  a letter  ; bot  they  were  detained 
prisoners,  and  Chnteauneuf  stopped  Valiere’* 
wool,  and  he  bad  nothing  for  it. — Valiere  sent 
once  more  to  Calais,  F.  Baker,  W.  Reven,  and 
R.  Hatton ; bnt  they  brought  no  news,  only  an 
order  from  Cbateauneuf,  ‘ That  he  should  send 
thither  no  more.’ 

“ About  Midsummer,  1707,  he  went  himself 
to  Boulogne,  with  Weaver  and  Wathing,  and 
one  pack  of  wool.  They  were  all  seized  at  land- 
ing, and  all  kept  in  a room,  and  a centinel  upon 
them ; but  Valiere  had  leave  to  speak  with  his 
merchant,  Mr.  Strike,  who  in  two  days  time 
got  Valiere  released.  Valiere  told  Strike  of  bis 
business  in  getting  news,  in  order  to  lav  wagers, 
and  ‘ that  he  bod  a friend  at  Paris,  would  send 
the  news  to  Strike,  if  he  would  transmit  it  to 
England.’  Valiere  pretended  he  did  not  writ* 
or  speak  either  to  the  commissary  or  governor 
this  time,  but  had  only  encouragement  from 
Strike.  Valiere  said,  ‘ That  he  then  discovered 
that  the  Dunkirk  squadron  wns  ready  to  sail, 
and  sent  the  news  to  Mr.  Hurley.’ 
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44  Valiere  went  over  a second  time  to  Bou- 
logne, with  Weaver,  Wathing,  and  Le  More, 
and  one  pack  of  wool.  The  duke  D'Aumont 
was  then  at  Boulogne.  At  their  landing,  they 
were  then  more  strictly  confined  than  before ; 
but  after  some  days  the  duke  sent  for  them  all 
before  him,  and  asked  them  many  questions 
concerning  their  business,  and  how  Valiere  ven- 
tured over  with  so  small  a quantity  of  wool. 
Valiere  told  him,  * lie  was  employed  by  mer- 
chants concerned  in  w agers,  and  his  chief  busi- 
ness was  to  get  the  Gazette  early  over/  The 
duke  was  satisfied  with  it,  and  promised  he 
should  have  intelligence;  so  he  did  not  attempt 
to  get  any  hut  from  the  commissary  Collanson. 
— The  duke  said,  * lie  was  going  to  Paris,  hut 
would  take  care  that  Collanson  should  have  the 
intelligence,  to  furnish  Valiere  with  the  same/ 
There  were  several  gentlemen  in  company  with 
the  duke  D’Aumout,  when  this  was  talked  of. 
The  duke  said, ( It  would  do  no  hurt  to  them  to 
have  the  public  news  sent ; for  their  govern- 
ment was  so  wise,  as  to  suflVr  no  news  to  coine 
abroad  that  would  do  them  hurt;*  whereas  they 
have  intelligence  of  matters  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance from  England  ; for  instance,  ‘ That 
they  had  lately  certain  advice  from  England, 
that  the  duke  of  Savoy's  design  was  upon  Tou- 
lon/ When  Valiere  told  this  to  Mr.  Harley, 
he  seemed  to  start,  and  said,  * He  wondered 
they  should  task  so/ — The  duke  D’Aumont 
proposed  to  him,  4 That  he  should  buy  a 
couple  of  line  horses  for  him  ; and  upon  that 
condition,  Valiere  should  have  liberty  to  come 
when  he  would/ — Valiere  agreed  to  do  it;  and 
the  Duke  sent  his  groom  along  with  him.  These 
horses  were  to  be  sent  by  the  Boulogne  sloop, 
■which  was  to  come  to  a certain  place  for  that 
purpose.  Valiere  said,  1 lie  acquainted  Mr. 
Secretary  afterwards  with  this ; who  approved 
it,  and  gave  him  a pass  for  the  groom  by  the 
name  of  Thomas  Strict/ — Valiere  said,  4 That 
Mr.  Strike  gave  him  privately  a letter  from  his 
friend  at  Paris,  which  told  him,  * That  Mon- 
sieur Fourbin,  with  his  squadron  of  9 men  of 
war,  had  orders  to  pursue  the  Russia  fleet, 
though  never  so  far  northward  or  eastward, 
and  to  fall  on  them  if  possible;  and  advised 
Valiere  to  insure  upon  them/  He  said,  * lie 
told  Mr.  Harley  this  news  a*  soon  as  possible 
he  could  who  made  answer  thereupon,  4 We 
have  twelve  men  of  war ; we  fear  them  not/ — 
The  horses  being  bought,  Valiere  went  over 
the  next  time  without  wool,  with  Verge  and 
Wathing.  The  Duke  was  then  gone  to  Paris; 
but  Valiere  told  the  commissary,  ‘ The  horses 
were  bought/  lie  was  then  supplied  with  the 
news  without  any  trouble ; which  he  told  Mr. 
Harley  at  his  return  ; who  wus  pleased  with  it, 
and  ordered  him  money;  and  directed  him  to 
go  away  immediately,  and  upon  his  return  to 
come  to  him  at  Wiudsor. — Towards  the  latter 
end  of  August  last,  he  sent  over  Verge,  Wath- 
ing, and  Weaver;  and  they  brought  him  the 
news  of  the  raising  the  siege  of  Toulon,  and  a 
packet  to  one  Caille,  a merchant  in  Aldermary 
church-yard.  Valiere  pretended  he  burnt  the 
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packet  without  opening  it.  In  September  last, 
lie  sent  over  Le  More,  Wathing  and  Verge, 
with  a letter  to  M.  Collanson  ; but,  they  being 
seized  as  they  came  back,  what  they  brought 
for  him  did  not  come  to  his  bands. — Valin* 
said,  4 What  letters  he  had  he  used  to  send 
to  the  Secretary  ; and  that  he  believes  he  has 
sent  half  a score  in  the  three  years  time  lie  bat 
been  employed/— Valiere  said,  ‘There  is  one 
Fitzgerald,  who  made  a proposition  to  him  to 
join  with  him  and  two  other  persons  to  carry 
off  Hugueton/  He  did  not  aquaint  Mr.  Se- 
cretary Harley  with  this.  The  reason,  he  said, 
was,  that  Mr.  Secretary  told  him,  4 He  was  not 
to  meddle  with  any  business  but  what  he  em- 
ployed him  in/ — Valiere  says,  4 When  hems 
at  Boulogne  (lie  second  time,  he  saw  two  letters 
at  the  commissary's,  one  directed  to  sir  John 
Parsons,  the  other  to  Mr.  Caille;  aud  Strike 
told  him,  4 The  duke  D’Aumont  held  a con- 
stant correspondence  with  them/  He  ac- 
quainted Mr.  Secretary,  4 That  Caille  had  a 
correspondence  with  France,  and  paid  money 
by  orders  from  thence/  lie  said,  4 That  oue 
Pope  and  Charles  Coxhill,  both  of  Lydd,  re- 
ceived and  returned  their  letter*/  Be  said, 
4 he  had  seen  Coxhiil  at  Boulogne ; and  that  he 
brought  horses  for  the  duke,  that  Pope 
employed  to  supply  the  Boulogne  sloop  with 
wool  and  intelligence/  lie  says,  4 he  told 
Mr.  Secretary  Harley  of  it,  w ho  bid  him  mind 
I die  business  he  employed  him  in,  and  nottroa- 
| hie  himself  with  other  matters/ — Valiere  sawi, 

! 4 that  he  told  Mr.  ilarley,  that  he  knew  that 
Barp  had  500  hires  given  him  in  Franre  tor 
service  to  the  king/  lie  said,  4 he  knew  this  to 
be  fact/  n 

Bar  bier's  Examination . 

“ Daniel  Bnrbier,  living  at  the  Mug-house  is 
Long  Acre,  being  examined,  saith,  4 That  Ik 
has  known  Alexander  Valiere,  now  cooimoniv 
called  John  Clerk,  ever  since  the  year  1690; 
he  deserted  from  the  French  about  the  ume&i 
j the  buttle  of  the  Boyne,  or  was  then  taken 
j prisoner,  he  knows  not  which.  lie  had  on  his 
French  regimental  cloaths,  when  the  examinant 
first  saw  him ; he  came  over  with  the  7,000 
men  sent  from  France  to  assist  king  James 
he  was  not  taken  into  the  regiment,  but  was  a 
servant  to  Mr.  Doge,  an  ensign  in  captain  Rock- 
fort’s  company  in  Belcastel's  regiment,  whera 
he  continued  about  two  years.  After  Irelaud 
was  reduced,  he  came  over  with  the 
minant's  brother  into  England,  and  served 
some  time  ns  a drawer  in  a tavern,  and  after- 
wards served  several  persons,  and  at  last  put 
himself  apprentice  to  one  Guyon,  a peruke- 
maker  in  Long  Acre  ; and  after  his  time 
out,  worked  as  a journeyman  in  the  city,  aud 
married  a midwife’s  daughter  behind  the 
change,  and  there  lived  by  making  peri  wigs.  He 
was  looked  upon  as  a papist,  and,  in  his  dis- 
course with  this  examinant  and  others,  he  al- 
ways seemed  to  talk  for  France  and  that  in- 
terest. The  last  time  the  examinant  saw  him 
wo$  the  last  thanksgiving-day,  when  the 
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went  lo  St.  Paul’s.  He  told  the  examinant, 

• he  was  just  com  e out  of  the  messenger's  hands, 
and  that  he  had  now  got  a better  trade  than 
peruke-making.’  The  examinant  said  to  him, 

• hare  a care ; you  have  not  been  in  custody 
for  your  good  deeds.  Beware  of  Tyburn.’ 

Gucrricr’s  Examination. 

“Matthew  Guerrier,  peruke-maker  in  Bircbiu 
Lane,  being  examined,  saith  * that  he  first 
came  to  know  Alexander  Vuliere  immediately 
alter  the  battle  at  the  Boyne,  at  which  time 
Valtere  deserted  from  the  French  service ; he 
did  not  list  himself,  but  was  footman  to  Mr. 
Doge,  an  ensign  in  captain  Rochefort’s  com- 
pany in  Belcastel’s  regiment.’  After  the  war 
was  ended,  the  regiment  quartered  at  King* 
uJe;  and  Air.  Doge,  at  his  request,  gave  him 
ieare  to  quit  his  service;  at  which  time  the 
lieutenant  colonel  of  the  some  regiment  offered 
to  take  him  into  his  company,  and  proffered 
him  5 or  6 guineas ; but  Valiere  refused  it, 
b j which  the  examinant  and  otliers  were  more 
om&nned  in  their  opinion,  that  he  was  a 
cotard.  The  examiuaut  did  not  see  Vuliere 
any  more  till  al>out  twelve  years  ago;  and  some 
able  after  that  they  lodged  and  worked  toge- 
ther at  Jucob’s  Coffee-house  in  Threaducedic 
street,  fur  about  two  months;  and  then  part- 
ed, upon  n suspicion  that  the  said  Valiere 
was  a papist,  and  not  an  hbnest  man  either  in 
hisdeslwgs  or  conversation  ; and  one  Dubcl- 
her,  who  is  a Roman  Catholic  himself,  did 
since  tdl  him,  that  Valiere  is  a papist ; for 
*h>di  reasons,  the  examinant  has  not  kept 
up  toy  acquaintance  with  him  ever  since. 

“ After  Valiere  was  taken  into  custody,  one 
Monteau,  a weaver  in  Spitalfields,  told  the  exa- 
minant, ‘ That  the  said  Valiere  was  by  all  his 
acquaintance  suspected  to  be  a person  disaf- 
fected to  the  government,  and  would  be  often 
to’.krojr  against  it  in  public  company ; upon 
winch  account  he  once  quarrelled  with  Valiere, 
»t  Jacob’s  Coffee-house,  some  time  ago,  and 
threw  a glass  of  beer  in  his  face.’ 

Baras  Examination. 

“John  Barn,  of  Stepney,  in  the  county  of 
Middlesex,  surgeon,  saith,  * That  he  is  a na- 
tueof  France,  was  surgeon  •major  to  Du  Bart 
during  the  last  war,  except  the  two  Iasi  years, 
’•tan  he  left  Du  Bart  upon  a dispute  between 
concerning  a prize. — He  came  back  to 
Dunkirk ; and  upon  examination  of  the  quarrel 
**t»een  him  and  Du  Bart,  he  was  acquitted ; 

while  he  continued  at  Dunkirk,  had  the 
opportunity  of  assisting  several  French  officers 
wd  soldiers  in  the  English  service,  who  were 
brought  prisoners  to  Dunkirk,  who  promised  to 
Wp  him  in  his  profession,  if  he  would  come 
wer  to  England,  which  he  did  as  soon  as  the 
peace  was  made.  He  became  first  acquainted 
*uh  Valiere  by  the  means  of  a master  of  a ship 
belonging  to  St.  Valery.  This  acquaintance 
^continued  by  the  means  of  one  Dormicour, 
,vlw%as  come  over  from  Dunkirk  for  debt,  and 
friend  to  both  of  them.  Dormicour  being 
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about  to  return  to  France,  Valiere  proposed  to 
him  (us  he  told  Bara)  the  sending  over  the 
Paris  Gazette  sooner  than  by  tho  way  of  Hol- 
land; which  Dormicour  promised,  if  he  could 
have  leave  on  the  other  side.  Afterwards  Va- 
liere made  the  same  proposal  to  Bara;  and 
Bara  answered,  * That,  if  he  could  get  n pro- 
tection for  his  person,  he  would  do  it/  Valiere 
told  him,  * lie  had  a sufficient  authority  for  him 
to  go  to  France;’  and  he  produced  a paper, 
sealed,  with  secretary  Harley’s  name  to  it ; and 
he  and  Bara  went  to  Mr.  Secretary  Ilarley’n 
office,  where  Valiere  obtained  a pass  for  him 
to  go  to  Holland.  lie  likewise  gave  him  a 
note  for  3/.  which  was  never  paid,  and  also  a 
hook  and  chain  for  a watch,  wluch  was  to  be  a 
token  to  Nerinx  at  Rotterdam,  to  pay  him  30/. 
which  he  paid  him.  From  Rotterdam  he  found 
means  to  get  to  Dunkirk,  and  from  thence  to 
Calais,  and  continued  between  those  two  placet 
till  October  1705.  He  wrote  constantly  to  Va- 
liere, by  the  name  of  Clerk,  by  the  way  of  Hol- 
land, during  this  time. — Being  asked,  ‘ What 
news  he  sent?’  He  answered, 4 What  he  could 
pick  up.'  lie  received  30/.  more  about  the  llh 
of  October.  While  he  was  at  Calais,  Bland 
came  over,  with  two  packs  of  wool  consigned 
to  Chatcauneuf,  from  Valiere ; he  stayed  there 
nine  or  ten  days.  About  the  4th  of  October, 
Bara  came  oter  in  the  boat  he.  had  bought, 
and  brought  with,  him  a Paris  Gazette,  which 
he  delivered  to  Valiere.  In  9 or  10  duys,  Va- 
liere sent  Barn  hack  lo  Calais,  w ith  Bland  and 
his  boy,  without  any  goods,  only  with  an  opeti 
letter  to  Chntenuneuf,  for  17  ankers  of  brandy; 
they  staid  there  3 weeks,  and  the  commissary 
bore  their  whole  cxpeuce. — He  continued  at 
Margate  about  a week,  and  went  back  with 
Bland’s  boy,  mid  they  were  driven  to  Newport; 
where  being  taken  into  custody,  they  were  re- 
leased upon  Bara’s  writing  to  Chatcauneuf,  and 
his  writing  to  the  governor  of  Newport  in  their 
behalf. — At  this  time  Bara  carried  with  him  36 
yards  of  sattin,  2 pieces  of  stuff,  2 pair  of  stock- 
ings, and  2 cases  of  knives;  the  stockings  only 
w ere  a present  to  Mr.  Chateauneuf;  the  rest  of 
the  things  were  for  Bara's  subsistence,  Valiere 
having,  as  lie  then  said,  no  money  to  give  him. 
lie  stayed  at  Calais  2 months;  and  then  came 
to  Margate,  and  brought  with  him  one  Corselli, 
a merchant,  with  whom  lie  went  to  London,  and 
told  Valiere,  4 That  he  was  come  over  with 
him and  Ire  has  been  since  informed  by 
Bland,  that  Corselli  was  sent  back  by  Valiere 
by  the  w ay  of  Holland.  Bara  durst  not  stay  in 
London,  finding  there  wore  messengers  out 
from  Mr.  Harley  to  seiie  him,  which  were  pro- 
cured by  Valiere,  and  with  which  he  charger} 
Valiere.  He  stayed  at  Deal  7 weeks,  and  at 
Dover  9 or  10  days;  from  whence  he  found 
means,  by  an  exchanged  prisoner,  to  send  a 
letter  to  C’hateauaeuf,  to  desire  him  to  send 
oyer  a boat  for  him  ; which  he  did  accordingly, 
and  he  went  to  Calais.  Bara  drinking  ona 
night  with  Chateauneuf,  and  complaining  of 
his  usage  from  Valiere ; the  commissary  advised 
him  in  return  to  England,  telling  him,  * He 
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<*M  sure  V slier*  had  s protection  from  Mr. 
Harley  ; and  therefore,  Bara  acting  by  Valiere’s 
orders,  it  was  impossible  lie  should  suffer  by 
the  government;  and  Valiere  was  a great 
rogue,  if  he  did  not  protect  him.  Barn  return- 
ed about  the  27th  of  April,  aud  wrote  to  Mr. 
Harley ; but,  before  he  had  an  answer,  he  was 
seized  at  Dover  by  the  magistrates;  but  after 
four  days  he  was  carried  to  London  by  Mr. 
Harley's  warrant;  and  Bara  owned  to  him, 
that  he  had  been  in  France,  and  that  he  was 
sent  by  Valiere.  He  continued  in  custody  21 
days.  After  that  time,  Mr.  llarlcy  sent  for  him, 
aud  told  him,  ‘ That  he  had  prevailed  with  the 
queen  to  pardon  him  ; but  that  he  must  go 
immediately  to  Dunkirk,  and  see  what  naval 
preparations  were  there ; and  bid  him  say 
nothing,  and  he  should  make  use  of  him. — He 
performed  this  voyage  in  an  open  bont  from 
London,  nnd  returned  in  7 days ; and  brought 
word,  * tliere  were  but  two  men  of  war,  and 
they  both  unrigged;  and  that  Fourbin  was  gone 
after  the  Russia  fleet  northwards.’  He  called 
to  mind  also,  that,  in  October  1706,  he  was 
sent  by  Mr.  Harley  for  the  Paris  Gazette;  and 
be  brought  it  accordingly.  Bara  says,  ‘ He 
was  arrested  at  Deal  (at  he  thought)  by  Va- 
liere's  means,  who  hindered  him  to  have  a 
boat.  He  sent  word  of  this  to  secretary  Har- 
ley who  wrote  to  captain  Whitehall,  desiring 
him  to  help  Bara  to  a boat ; but  Mr.  Whitehall 
would  not  do  it : so  Bara  came  back,  and 
complained  to  the  Secretary  of  it. — Bara  said, 

* He  was  at  Calais,  with  Chaleauneuf,  about 
six  weeks  before  the  Hampton  Court  and  Graf- 
ton were  taken.’  The  Commissary  told  him, 

* There  was  a great  Heet  in  the  Downs,  which 
were  to  be  convoyed  by  some  men  of  war ; and 
that  they  were  equipping  at  Dunkirk  nine  men 
of  war  to  intercept  tiiat  convoy  ; and  that  he 
had  received  the  most  pressing  orders  to  speed 
away  the  seamen  to  Dunkirk.’  Chaleauneuf 
said,  ‘ He  hoped  this  year  they  should  have 
their  revenge,  and  that  the  ships  should  not 
get  out  of  the  Downs  so  easily  as  tliey  had 
done.’ 

“ At  this  time  Chntcauneuf  told  him,  ‘ Va- 
liere had  played  him  e trick  ;’  Aud  then  shelved 
him  a letter  of  Valiere's ; port  of  which  he 
read  (but  he  would  not  let  him  see  it  all), 
wherein  Valiere  told  Chaleauneuf,  ‘ That  he 
should  have  a cure  of  Bara,  for  that  lie  was 
employed  by  the  government  in  England.’  lie 
stayed  but  three  days  at  Calais,  and  came  di- 
rectly to  Mr.  Harley,  and  told  him  what  lie 
had  heard  about  the  Dunkirk  squadron  ; hut 
did  not  at  lhat  time  take  any  notice  to  him  of 
what  had  been  shewed  him  in  Valiere's  letter  ; 
having  several  times  before  ncquainted  Inm, 

* That  be  trusted  Valiere  too  much,  nnd  that 
Valiere  was  not  the  man  he  took  him  to  he  ;’ 
bot  Mr.  Harley  never  answered  him  nny  thing 
to  that  matter. — When  lie  told  Mr.  Harley 
about  the  Dunkirk  squadron,  he  seemed  not  to 
believe  it;  but  when  those  ships  were  taken, 
Bara  went  to  Mr.  Harley,  and  asked  him,  ‘ If 
h*  did  not  believe  it  uow  ?’  To  which  Mr. 


Harley  replied,  * He  remembered  Bars  hid 
told  him  of  it.” 

- Mercurii,  April  23, 1708,  Stakfoib, 

hitherto  examined  by  us,  llxxsur. 

SOHUS. 

Bland's  Examination. 

“William  Bland,  of  St.  Katherines  near  the 
Tower,  waterman,  saith,  that  in  August  1705, 
being  at  Margate,  lie  met  with  one  Clerk  (whose 
true  name  he  has  been  since  informed  is  Va- 
liere) ; and  after  some  time  drinkiog  together, 
Clark  proposed  to  him  to  go  to  France : and  told 
him  * lie  need  not  fear;  for  he  had  a suBic.n  ! 
authority  to  protect  him  from  tiny  mischief 
might  arise  from  his  going  over.’ — Bland  agree! 
with  him  to  go  over  for  15/.  to  Calais ; which 
lie  did.  He  carried  over  two  bags  of  wool, 
which  was  consigned  to  Chatsnuneuf,  the  com- 
missary at  Calais,  and  a letter  to  him.  When 
he  landed  at  Calais,  be  was  seized,  and  carried 
to  the  governor  and  also  to  the  commissary, to 
whom  he  gave  the  letter. — He  was  after  car- 
ried to  the  inn,  and  had  a dinner  provided  for 
him  and  the  boy  be  bad  with  him  ; and  falling 
sick  tliere,  a doctor  was  sent  to  liiin,  and  care 
taken  of  him,  and  used  with  much  civility,  aad 
the  commissary  paid  all  the  clmrges.  He 
returned,  nnd  took  with  him  8 or  10  nnkrn 
of  brandy  and  a letter  for  Clerke,  and  delivered 
the  letter  and  brandy  to  Clerk. — He  said 
farther,  ‘ That  when  he  came  to  Call'-, 
his  boat  was  much  out  of  repair ; and  the 
commissary  took  care  to  have  it  put  in  very 
good  repair, out  ofthe  king’s  stores,  without  eaj 
expence  to  him.’ — The  next  time,  which  was  the 
September  following,  he  went  over  to  Calais, 
which  was  also  upon  Clark’s  account,  lie  cam- 
nothing  over,  but  Bara,  and  aatnall  parcel  whit 
belonged  to  Bara.  Clark  wrote  a letter,  which 
ho  gave  to  Bara.  When  they  landed,  Bara  led 
him  and  went  directly  into  the  town.  Bland 
went  to  the  former  inn  ; his  charges  were  paid 
as  before.  He  went  often  to  the  commissar)  i 
house,  and  was  made  much  of.  After  about  a 
week  or  ten  days  stay  be  brought  back  Bara, 
and  17  ankers  of  brandy,  and  a letter  from  lb 
commissary  for  Clark,  which  lie  delivered  to 
Clark  at  Margate. — Bland  went  himiell  1° 
London,  leaving  his  boat  and  his  hoy  at  Mat- 
gate;  nnd  Bora  took  the  boat  and  boyshd 
went  to  Oslend.  He  pretended  that  be  was 
not  at  Mrs.  Riches  in  April  last,  but  was  there 
the  latter  end  «f  May.  He  dented  aim  ',  -* 
he  went  into  France  at  any  other  tiroes  (0** 
tlie  two  soyages  above-mentioned.  He  ap- 
peared to  he  a man  of  a very  ill  repute. 

Morilion’s  Eramination. 

“ Daniel  Mnril  ion,  of  Deal,  being  exaiaiaed 
saith.  That  he  first  became  acquainted  **■ 
Clark  at  one  Bailhc's  house  in  Deal,  obou 
July  1706.  Clark  then  proposed  10  'iir'J,C  f.' 
to  France,  nnd  bid  hint  take  in  what  goods  .e 
pleased  to  carry  thither  ; and  Clark  would  p'* 
him  a letter  which  should  protect  hint- 
credit  of  this,  he  aud  one  Verge  went  over,  •>" 
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eirritd  with  them  about  1141b.  of  combed 
w>ui;  and  also  a It: ter  directed  to  Mr.  Cha- 
teauiicuf  the  commissary  of  Calais,  aud  ano- 
ther to  one  Caiuus  a merchant  there,  who  was 
to  furnish  them  with  brandy  in  exchange  for  the 
wool.  Upon  their  arrival  at  Calais,  they  were 
seized  by  the  guard  aud  carried  to  the  governor, 
"ho  eiainincd  them  about  the  Dutch  transport 
flaps,  and  to  wliat  place  they  were  hound. 
The  governor  relumed  them  the  letter,  tocarry 
to  the  commissary;  who  sent  them  to  Mar- 
seille's house,  an  ino  ; uud  told  them,  * They 
must  not  depart  from  Calais  till  they  had  his 
picket;*  which  he  afterwords  sent  to  them, 
directed,  ‘ To  John  Clark, merchant,  of  Bristol  ;* 
together' with  h pa*s,  to  secure  them  against 
pnvateers. — Upon  their  return,  and  delivery  of 
the  packet  to  Clark,  he  bid  them  get  more 
goods  as  fast  as  they  could,  and  go  over 
as  often  as  they  could,  though  he  should 
be  out  of  the  way,  so  that  they  could  not  have 
letters  from  him.  Accordingly,  in  August, 
they  went  over  the  second  time  with  wool ; 
but  hurl  no  letter.  When  they  came  to  Calais 
they  were  carried  to  the  governor  who  asked 
them  several  questions,  and  in  particular,  ‘ IIow 
they  durst  venture  without  a letter  ?’  the  coin- 
nhssiry  gave  them  a packet  for  Clark  ; but 
the  custom-house  boat  meeting  them  in  their 
return  they  threw  the  packet  over-board,  accor- 
dingly to  Clark’s  general  direction  ; which 
"m,  * Whenever  they  thought  themselves  in 
danger  ufbeing  tukeu  by  any  Euglisb  vessels, 
they  should  throw  their  Utters  over-board.* 
When  they  saw  Clerk,  they  told  him,  ‘ They 
had  thrown  the  packet  into  the  sea.*  He  said  I 
‘ He  was  sorry  t hey  were  forced  10  do  it.’ — 
Morilion  upon  Ins  return  discovered  'ull  tho-e 
particulars  to  the  mayor  of  Deal ; and  soou 
after  lie  and  Verge  were  sent  for  by  messen- 
gers, aud  carried  before  the  two  secretaries  of 
state,  where,  being  examined,  they  acquainted 
them  with  ull  the  particulars  that  passed  at 
Calais,  and  of  their  throwing  the  packet  into 
the  sea  according  to  Clerk's  order.  Upon  this 
they  were  remanded  to  the  custody  of  the 
nie>sen*ers,  where  they  remained  four  months, 
and  at  last  were  discharged  out  of  custody 
without  any  further  examination.  Clark  used 
to  brag,  in  all  companies,  * That  he  feared  no 
man;’ and  talked  very  boastingly  of  his  pro- 
tection aud  power  from  Mr.  Secretary  Ilarley.’* 

Verges  Examination. 

w Joseph  Verge,  of  Deal,  being  examined, 
tilth  that  he  betmne  first  acquainted  with  Jolm 
Clark  at  one  Baylie’s  house  at  Deal.’  lie 
told  them,  * That  they  might  go  to  France  ns 
o-teo  as  they  could  get  goods  ; uud  he  w ould 
Pye  them  a letter  which  would  protect  them. 
Verge  went  to  Canterbury  to  buy  goods;  and 
then  he,  Morillion,  and  Bayly,  went  to  Calui 

July  1706.  As  soon  us  they  landed  they 
"ere  carried  to  the  govern  *r,  who  asked  them, 

‘ What  men  of  war  and  merchant  ships  were  in 
the  Downs  ;’  and  particularly  inquired  about 
the  Dutch  transport  ships,  if  they  knew  to 
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what  place  they  were  hound,  and  if  they  were 
intended  fora  descent  upon  any  part  of  France. 
— The  governor  sent  them,  with  the  letter 
from  Clark  (whivh  they  had  shewed  to  him), 
to  tl i o commissary,  to  whom  it  was  directed; 
who  stopped  them  two  or  three  days,  and 
then  sent  them  hack  with  a packet,  directed, 
‘to  John  Clerk  merchant  of  Bristol.*  They 
sold  their  goods  to  one  Camus,  to  whom 
they  brought  a letter  from  Clark,  but  had 
no  letter  from  him  lor  Clerk.  Tiny  landed 
the  goods  uear  Birchington,  about  miduight, 
and  carried  the  packet  to  Clerk,  at  Margate. 
Clerk  asked  them,*  If  they  would  go  again  :* 
they  said,  * they  could  not  till  their  goods  went 
sold.*  Upon  that,  Clerk  disposed  of  the  goods 
for  them,  and  gave  them  the  money  in  ten 
days.  Theu  they  went  to  Calais  again,  without 
any  letter;  but  with  such  goods  us  they  could 
get  upon  their  own.  account.  They  were 
carried  to  the  governor,  and  examined  as  to 
what  ships  were  in  the  Downs  ; and  the  com- 
missary asked  them,  ‘ If  they  brought  a letter 
from  Clark  ?*  They  said,  * The  Dutch  transports 
w ere  sailed,  and  that  they  had  no  letter.’  They 
said,  ‘ Clerk  told  them,  they  might  go,  though 
they  had  no  letter.’  They  brought  back 
brandy,  and  a packet  for  Clerk  from  the  com- 
missary ; and  the  custom  house  bunt  coming 
up  with  them,  they  threw  their  packet  over 
board. — Verge  was  carried  before  the  mayor 
of  Deal, where  he  denied  be  had  been  in  France, 
but  Monllion  confessed  it.  The  examinant 
and  Morilliou  were  both  sent  for,  by  messen- 
gers, and  examined  by  the  two  secretaries  of 
state,  and  told  them  the  whole  mutter.  The 
examinant  was  remanded  to  the  messengers, 
where  he  lay  4 months,  and  then,  without 
further  examination,  was  discharged. — When 
he  was  in  prison  at  Deal,  Clark  came  to  him 
and  bid  him  not  fear,  he  would  take  care  he 
should  come  to  no  harm. — The  very  same 
night  he  cauie  home  to  Deal,  Clark  came  to  him, 
and  proposed  to  him  to  go  over  to  France  again ; 
hut  he  refused  to  go,  being  sick  at  that  time. 
— In  July,  or  August,  1707,  Clerk  sent  for  him 
again,  and  proposed  to  him  to  go  to  France; 
aud  shewed  him,  at  several  times,  letters  sub- 
scribed II.  Harley.  The  same  night  John 
Clark  himself,  Pb.  Wlmtton,  and  Verge  the 
examinant,  went  off  from  Deal  beach,  and 
landed  at  Boulogne  the  next  morning.  They 
were  seized  when  they  landed;  hut  Clark  weut 
to  the  governor,  and  about  two  hours  after  re- 
turned, and  bid  the  men  refresh  themselves,  for 
he  would  go  back  that  night.  They  brought 
back  brandy,  aud  landed  Clark  at  Duncliurch;' 
and  he  went  away  immediately  for  London. — In 
September  they  went  over  again  from  Hyth  to 
Boulogne,  with  about  240  lb.  of  wool,  uud  a 
very  large  packet  of  letters,  directed  to  the 
commissary ; upon  their  arrival,  they  were 
seized,  and  carried  to  the  governor,  and  ex- 
mimed  about  the  ships  in  the  Downs.  The 
commissary  took  them  to  his  own  house,  aud 
treated  them  at  his  own  table,  where  the  cap- 
tain of  the  Boulogne  sloop  dined  with  them, 
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and  boasted  of  his  having  robbed  some  English 
gentlemen  in  Kent. — They  brought  back  let- 
ters for  l lark,  and  landed  at  Djmchuroh,  and 
gave  the  packet  to  Clerk. — Some  time  after, 
Clerk  sent  for  Verge  and  VVatton  to  Dover, 
and  (here  thevtook  in  Le  More  and  about  30lb. 
of  «ool,  and  had  letters  from  Clerk,  aud  in- 
tended to  go  for  Boulogne:  but  were  taken  by 
an  (Jstender,  who  look  from  them  all  their 
clothes,  and  all  they  had.  Iii  Verge’s  hat  was 
Clerk’s  packet,  which  the  Oitenders  took  from 
him.  They  could  not  get  back  to  England,  be- 
cause of  the  wind.  They  went  to  Boulogne  in 
a manner  naked ; but,  the  commissary  being 
gone  to  Paris,  they  could  not  get  credit  from 
his  clerk  ; but  Le  More  prevailed  whhone  Mr. 
Stnck,  a merchant,  to  give  him  credit  for  5/. 
The  commissary's  clerk  deliverd  two  letters  to 
them  for  Clerk.  They  put  into  Dover  pier, 
where  their  boat  was  taken  ; and  they  being 
taken  by  messengers,  delivered  to  them  the  two 
letters  directed  to  Clerk,  which  they  had  from 
the  commissary's  servant. — He  said,  4 he  be- 
lieved Clerk  to  be  disaffected  to  the  govern- 
ment, ami  gave  this  reason  for  it;  that,  being 
about  to  go  over  to  Boulogne,  be  said  to  Clerk, 

4 If  we  should  bring  back  the  good  news  that 
Toulon  was  taken,  he  hoped  he  would  give 
them  a guinea  or  two.'  Cltrk  made  answer, 

4 That  if  he  would  bring  news  that  the  siege 
was  raised,  he  would  he  better  pleased  and 
would  give  them  10  guineas.’  ” 

W caver's  Examination. 

4t  John  Weaver,  of  Deal,  mariner,  being 
examined,  said,  4 That  John  Carter,  of  Deal, 
brought  him  first  acquainted  with  John  Clark, 
about  June,  or  July,  1706.'  Clark  shewed 
him  a paper,  with  n seal,  and  the  name  of  Mr. 
Secretary  Harley,  nnd  said,  4 he  was  em- 
ployed by  him;'  which  Weaver  believed  the 
rather  because  Clark  had  been  before  examined 
by  the  magistrates,  and  was  set  at  liberty. — 
Clark  proposed  to  him  to  go  to  France ; and 
Philip  VVatton  and  he  went  in  a small  Deal 
yawl  to  Calais,  with  a parcel  of  wool,  and  let- 
ters to  the  commissary  M.  ChateauneufHanri 
one  Camus,  a merchant.  As  they  landed, 
they  were  seized  by  a guard,  nnd  carried  im- 
mediately to  the  governor;  from  thence  to  a 
boose,  whither  the  commissary  of  Calais 
came  to  them,  to  whom  tiny  gave  the  letter 
which  they  brought  from  CJark.  They  staved 
there  4 or  5 days,  and  then  came  hack,  and 
brought  with  them  brandy,  and  a letter  from 
the  commissary  to  Clerk;  which,  upon  their  re- 
turn they  delivered  to  him. — In  a few  days 
after,  tliev  were  sent  over  again  to  Calais,  with 
a letter  to  the  commissary, and  also  some  wool; 
and  they  wi  re  treated  as  before.  And  when 
they  returned,  were  charged  with  letters  to 
Clark  v Inch  they  delivered  to  him.  After  this, 
Clark  and  they  disagreed  for  some  time  — But, 
ip  June  1707,  Clark  proposed  to  Weaver  and 
VVatton  to  go  over  again  into  France;  and 
Clark  and  they  went  over  t » Boulogne.  Upon 
their  landing,  they  were  all  three  made  prison- 
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ers;  Clark  had  his  liberty  in  two  days, the  other* 
were  detained  prisoners  8 or^driys;  and  then 
they  all  returned  fbr  England. — In  six  »c«h 
after,  Weaver,  VVatton,  Clark,  ami  Le  More, 
went  over  again  to  Boulogne.  They  were  con- 
fined all,  except  Clark  ; afterwards  they  were 
all  carried  to  the  governor,  who  treated  them 
civilly ; Clark  was  taken  by  the  governor  intb 
another  room,  and  stayed  with  him  privately 
about  two  hours.  When  they  returned  for 
England,  Clark  put  on  board  brandy  and 
Champagne  wine;  and  a man  whom  they  did 
not  know  was  sent  back  with  them. — In  Sepf. 
1707,  Weaver,  VVatton,  and  Verge,  made  ano- 
ther voyage  to  Boulogne,  and  carried  wool, 
consigned  to  the  commissary. — They  were  emt 
made  prisoners  at  this  lime,  but  were  carried 
to  the  commissary's  house,  and  dined  with  him  : 
nnd  that  afternoon  they  returned,  with  a packer 
of  letters  from  the  commissary  to  Clark,  iud 
lauded  at  Ilythc.'' 

ICaf/ung's  Examination. 

44  Philip  Wathing,  of  Deal, mariner,  being  exa- 
mined, snith,  4 That,  m June  1706,  he  became 
first  acquainted  with  John  Claik;  the  said 
Wathing  being  then  lately  returned  from 
France,  where  he  had  been  a prisoner.  Clark 
proposed  to  him  to  go  to  France  again  ; and  said, 
4 he  had  authority  to  hear  him  oat ; for  he  was 
used  to  send  people  to  France,  upon  the  ac- 
count of  the  government.' — After  taking  some 
time  for  consideration,  (he  examinant  and  one 
John  Weaver  agreed  to  go  over;  whereupon 
Clark  and  John  Carter  met  them  at  an  ale- 
house, Clark  was  to  give  them  5 /.  a-piece. 
Weaver  deiircJ  to  know,  4 What  they  were  to 
carry?’  Clark  said,  4 Some  small  matter  of  wool, 
and  such  letters  as  he  should  send  to  the  com- 
missaiy  of  Calais,  and  to  bring  back  whate'er 
the  commissary  should  deliver  to  them.*-  The 
examinant  snith,  4 That  Clark  and  Carter  put 
two  bags  of  wool  on  board  a small  Deal  yawl, 
and  Clark  gave  him  a letter  to  Cbuteaonenf; 
and  they  went  from  Hythe,  and  they  arrived  at 
Calais  in  about  four  hours,  They  were  setied 
at  their  landing,  and  carried  before  the  go- 
vernor, who  inquired,  what  news  in  England, 
and  about  the  ships  in  the  Downs;  and 
ask»cl  several  questions.  What  strength  the 
English  had  in  the  Stieights.  They  told  the 
governor,  4 lin  y had  a letter  for  the  commis- 
sary ; 'the  governor  Sent  them  to  him,  and  tliey 
delivered  the  letter;  nnd  about  three  or  four 
days  after,  the  commissary  catne  to  them  him- 
self and  brought  them  a packet  of  letters  to  be 
delivered  to  Clerk  , which  Weaver  delivered  to 
Cierk  upon  their  return,  and  he  went  awnv  im- 
mediately to  London. — In  July  Clerk  told  the 
examinant,  4 they  must  go  again  ;*  and  order- 
ed them  to  Hythe,  where  they  took  in  three 
packs  of  wod, and  had  a i«  ttert"  the  commissary. 
They  were  seized  at  landing,  and  carried  fir*t 
to  the  governor,  and  after,  by  a guard,  to  the 
commissary's,  to  whom  they  delivered  the  let- 
ter. Bui  the  Dunkirk  galleys  being  then  in  the 
road,  they  were  kept  under  a guard  for  10  or 
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12  dajs,  and  not  suffered  to  return  till  they 
were  gone : then  they  returned  to  Margate, 
and  gave  the  packet  to  Clark. — The  examinant 
laith,  that  Clark  told  them,  *.  he  could  have 
other  men  for  less  money  ;’  and  they  refus- 
ing  to  go  for  Jess,  Clark  and  they  parted  for 
that  time.— The  examinant  said  farther,  1 That 
about  June  1707,  he  and  Weaver  went  to 
Clark,  for  some  money  he  owed  them ; and 
they  agreed  with  Clark  to  go  for  France  again, 
and  Clark  went  with  them  himself.’  They 
went  off  from  llytbe,  and  sailed  to  Boulogne, 
where  they  were  ail  taken  iuto  custody.  But 
Clark  upon  writing  to  the  governor,  was  imme- 
diately aet  at  liberty,  and  afterwards  told  them, 

* That  he  had  waited  on  the  governor,  and  had 
doue  the  business  and  then  they  were  all  set 
athberty,  and  returned  to  Margate,  and  brought 
with  them  7 or  8 ankers  of  brandy.  Philip 
Walking  saith, 4 That,  in  July  following,  he  and 
Weaver  went  over  again  from  Hythe,  and  car- 
ried Clark  and  one  Le  More.’  When  they  ar- 
med ut  Boulogne,  they  were  seized  : but  Clark 
writing  to  the  commissary,  he  was  released  ; and 
afterwards  all  of  them  were  carried  to  the  go- 
vernor, who  took  Clark  from  them,  and  was 
alone  with  Clark  3 or  4 hours.  The  next  day 
they  came  away  nod  brought  one  James,  a 
Scottidunan,  with  them,  and  landed  them  at 
Hythe.  They  scrupled  to  trike  in  this  man  ; 
but  Clark  said,  4 he  would  hear  them  out.' — In 
August,  Clark  went  with  the  examinant  and 
one  Verge  from  Deal  to  Boulogne ; they  then 
earned  with  them  nothing  but  provisions. 
NYheii  they  landed,  Clark  was  at  liberty,  and 
went  into  the  town  for  2 or  3 hours  ; and  then 
came  to  them,  and  told  them,  4 They  must  get 
ready  to  go  away  that  night.*  He  was  in  very 
good  humour  and  said,  1 he  had  now  catchcd 
the  old  one by  which  the  examinant  and 
^ erge  understood  he  had  heard  some  good  news. 
They  landed  at  Uythe  the  same  night. — The 
examinant  says,- 4 That  in  September,  he  Wea- 
ver, and  Verge,  weut  again,  by  Clarks  order, 
“^carried  letters  to  the  commissary  of  Bou- 
logne, and  four  bags  of  wool.*  VViien  they 
landed  they  were  carried  to  the  governor  and 
facing  a*ked  several  questions,  as  usual,  they 
were  sent  to  the  commissary’s,  and  dined  with 
him  at  his  own  table.  In  3 or  4 days  after, 
they  were  dispatched  with  letters  to  Clark, 
which  they  delivered  to  him. — Clark’s  general 
directions  to  them  was,  ‘ That  if  they  met  with 
bullish  or  Dutch  ships,  they  were  to  throw 
their  letters  over-board  ; but  if  they  met  French 
*«ips,  they  might  shew  their  letters.*— The  ex- 
anunant  farther  says,  * That,  in  the  latter  end 
September,  he,  and  Verge,  nnd  LeMore 
went  over  again  ; but  near  the  French  coast, 
they  were  taken  by  nn  Os  tender,  who  stripped 
them,  and  plundered  them  of  every  thing. 
However,  they  weut  on  to  Boulogne,  but,  the 
commissary  being  gone  to  Paris,. his  clerk  would 
pve  them  no  credit ; but  Le  More  got  some 
credit  in  the  town.  They  were  kept  at  Bou-  j 
'^ne  about  14  days  ; and  then  the  comm  is-  j 
**1 s clerk  brought  them  two  packet*  for] 


: Clark,  with  which  they  set  out,  nnd  landed  at 
Dover : but,  in  their  goiug  from  thence  to 
Deal,  they  were  seized  by  the  messengers,  and 
their  letters  taken.  Whilst  they  weie  at  Bou- 
logne, they  were  shewed  an  Englishman,  who- 
came  from  Rumney  Marsh. — The  examinant 
further  says,  that  the  second  time  he  went  to 
Calais,  their  boat  was  taken  by  the  Boulogne 
sloop,  aud  carried  before  the  governor ; who 
released  them  as  soon  as  they  told  him  they 
were  employed  by  Clark.  The  examinant  fur- 
ther says,  tiiat  the  first  time  they  carried  Le 
More  over,  they  did  not  bring  him  back  with 
them,  because  (as  Clark  said;  he  might  not  see 
the  said  James.’* 

R.  Hatton's  Examination . 

w Ralph  Hatton,  of  the  port  of  Hythe,  says, 
he  was  first  brought  acquainted  with  one  John 
Clark  by  the  means  of  John  Curler,  of  Deal ; 
who  told  him,  Clark  was  employed  by  the  go- 
vernment to  get  news,  which  lie  was  to  have 
from  the  commissary  of  Calais.— The  6rst 
voyage  be  made  upon  Clark’s  account  was 
about  September  1706,  when  Clark  pressed 
him  to  go  over  immediately,  though  he  bail  at 
that  time  no  goods  ; but  Ralph  Hatton  refused 
togo  without  goods ; whereupon,  about  eighty 
oundiof  wool  was  provided,  w hich  he  and  his 
rother  Tho.  Hatton  carried  to  Calais,  toge- 
ther with  a letter  for  the  commissary  of  Calais, 
Monsieur  Chateauneuf:  he  believes  the  let- 
ter did  not  relate  to  trade,  because  the  wool 
was  sold  to  another  person.  He  landed  at  Ca- 
lais, and  was  seized  by  the  soldiers,  and  after 
carried  to  the  commissary,  to  whom  he  delive- 
red the  letter.  The  commissary  carried  Hat- 
ton to  the  governor,  and  he  did  not  open  his 
letter  till  he  came  to  the  governor.  Hatton 
was  received  very  kindly  by  die  governor,  who 
made  him  drink,  which  was  a thing  very  un- 
usual. The  governor  opened  the  letter,  and 
shewed  it  to  several  gentlemen  then  present,, 
who  seemed  pleaded  with  it.  The  governor 
ordered  the  commissary  to  curry  him  to  Mer- 
veille’s  the  Golden  Lyon,  the  best  inn  in  Ca- 
lais ; where  the  commissary  treated  his  bro- 
ther and  him  very  well  nil  the  while  they  stay- 
ed, at  his  own  cost.  The  next  morning  the  com- 
missary brought  a French  gentleman  to  them, 
and  said,  4 the  governor  had  ordered,  that  he 
should  be  earned  over  to  England  in  their 
boat.*  They  did  accordingly  tuke  on  board 
the  gentleman;  but  no  letter  or  goods  were 
sent  by  them.  The  gentleman  spoke  good 
English;  be  did  not  own  what  his  name  was. 
During  the  blowing  weather,  Ilnttou  said  to 
him,  1 If  he  had  any  papers  about  him  that 
would  do  himself  or  them  hurt,  it  w as  best  to 
throw  them  over-board,  because  they  might  be 
forced  on  shore  in  the  day-time.*  1 lie  gentle- 
man said,  ( he  had  none,  but  what  he  had  was  in 
his  head.*  They  carried  the  gentleman  tu 
Clark,  who  was  then  at  Mrs.  Riches’,  not  well ; 

! and  Clark  sent  him  to  London  that  night,  and 
) followed  himself  the  next  day.  This  gentle- 
j man  came  back  to  Deal  in  three  weeks,  and 
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would  have  had  Hatton  carry  him  over,  to 
France  , t.ut  he  refused.  This  gentleman  said, 

4 he  carne  in  14  hours  from  Pans  to  Boulogne, 
and  went  aboard  the  Boulogne  sloop  ; hut  tlie 
sloop  was  forced  to  Calais  by  the  weather, 
and  so  he  came  in  Hatton’s  boat.’ — About  the 
middle  of  October,  Clark  sent  to  Calais  Ralph 
Hatton,  Tho.  Hatton,  and  William  Keren,  with 
one  pack  of  wool,  and  a letter  directed  to  the 
commissary  Chateauneuf.  When  they  came 
to  Calais,  they  were  seized,  and  taken  before 
ajudtfr,nnd  were  accused  for  having  carried 
ove,  t«>  England  a spy.  Merveille,  by  order  of 
the  comm  t via  ry,  desired  them  to  deny  the  fact; 
which  they  did.  They  were  kept  til  custody 
ten  days,  or  more,  till  they  could  hear  from 
court,  and  by  order  from  thence  they  were  dis- 
charged ; hut  forbid  to  carry  over  any  persons 
whatsoever.  At  this  time,  they  brought  over 
from  the  commissafy  letters  for  Clark,  which 
they  delivered  to  him.  About  the  middle  of 
December,  he,  and  William  Reven,  and  one 
Francis  Baker,  were  sent  over  to  Calais  by 
Clark,  with  a pack  of  wool  and  a letter  to  the 
commissary.  They  were  received  there  as 
usual,  aud  carried  to  the  governor;  and  the  I 
commissary  did  not  open  his  letter  till  they 
came  to  the  governor.  Upon  their  return,  they 
brought  a packet  of  letters  for  Clark,  whic  h 
was  carried  to  him  by  Reven.  Ilatton  had  no 
further  dealings  with  Clark,  till  about  June  la«t, 
when  Clark  lured  a boat  of  Hatton  ; and  Clark, 
Weaver,  and  Warphin,  went  over  in  that  boat 
40  Boulogne  with  wool,  and  returned  about  teu 
days  after. — Upon  his  return,  Clark  told  Hat- 
ton, 4 He  had  been  out  the  longer,  because  he 
was  kept  under  a guard  tdl  he  could  get  a 
letter  delivered  to  the  governor,  and  then  he 
was  set  at  liberty;  and  then  waited  on  the 
governor.* — When  Clark  came  from  Boulogne, 
he  brought  papers  along  with  him,  and  went 
*way  immediately  for  London. — In  July,  Clark 
came  to  Ilythe  and  lay  private  there  till  the 
boat  came.  As  soon  as  the  boat  came,  Clark, 
Wharphin,  and  Weaver,  and  William  Le  More, 
went  on  board  for  Boulogne ; they  returned 
:n  about  a week’s  time,  and  brought  with  them 
n man,  called  James,  who,  they  said,  was  the 
duke  at  Boulogne's  groom, who  went  away  with 
Clark  to  London. — Before  Clark  went,  he  gave 
u letter  to  llallon,  with  orders  to  watch  at  a 
certain  place  on  the  coast  for  the  Boulogne 
sloop,  which  he  was  to  know  by  the  signal  of 
hoisting  Du' ch  colours  on  her  main-top  ; and 
he  was  to  give  the  letter  to  the  captain  of  the 
*'oop.  But  the  sloop  d.d  not  come;  so  when 
Clark  came  from  London,  in  August,  he  Imd 
Ir.s  letter. — lie  sent  his  boat  twice  (he  believes) 
to  Boulogne,  to  inquire  after  the  sloop,  there 
being  two  horses  kept  private  ly  to  be  put  on 
board  her. — This  examinant  further  saith, 

* 1 hat,  when  the  groom  was  brought  over  in 
July,  Le  More  was  left  behind.’  Clark  told 
ibe  examinant,  4 he  had  him  detained  (here, 
lest  lie  should  betray  the  groom  when  he  came 
to  .England.' * 


Tho.  Hatton  s Examination. 

44  Thomas  Hatton,  being  examiued,  declared 
4 That  he  had  been  acquainted  with  John 
Clarke  about  a year  and  a half,  Clark  said, 

4 He  was  employed  by  the  government,  aud 
might  send  to  h ranee  when  he  pleased.'  1q 
June  1706,  he  helped  to  get  wool  into  the  boat, 
lie  said,  Clark  made  his  bus. ness  very  public. 
In  August  1706,  he  was  employed  by  Clark 
and  sent  over  to  Calais  with  Steed  and  Gosby; 
and  carried  2001  b.  weight  of  wool,  together 
with  a letter  for  M.  Chateauneuf.  Upon 
lauding,  they  were  earned  to  the  governor, 
and  well  received.  lie  asked  them,  4 What 
news  in  England;  and  w hat  ships  of  war  and 
merchaut-tnen  were  in  the  Downs  ?’  The  com- 
missary shewed  his  letter  to  the  governor,  sod 
then  carried  them  to  Marveille’s  house.  They 
had  not  leave  to  go  till  letters  from  Cans  came 
(as  he  was  told),  so  their  stay  there  was  about 

5 or  6 days.  They  brought  back  brandy, 
and  a packet  of  letters  for  Clark. — Thomas 
Ilatton  said  fuitlier,  4 That  in  September,  at 
Clark’s  request,  he  and  his  brother  made  a 
second  voyage  to  Calais,  and  carried  letters  lor 
the  commissary  ; and  they  w ere  carried  to  the 
governor  ns  before;  and  when  they  came  a way 
the  commissary  gave  them  a letter  fur  Clark ; 
and  Marseille  told  them,  * That  the  curmnis- 

i snry  said,  (bey  must  take  a gentleman  aboard 
and  carry  him  to  England  which  they  dtd 
accordingly.’ — The  examinant  further  »y*. 
4 That,  in  October  1706,  lie  went  over  with 
Kerens  and  his  brother  Ralph  Hatton  to  Calais, 
where  they  were  seized,  and  carried  before  a 
Judge,  upon  account  of  a man  brought  Irons 
France  to  England,  in  a former  voyuge,  by  b» 
brother  and  himself.’ — Marveilles  told  diem, 
as  from  the  cnminisoary,  that  they  must  deny 
to  the  Judge,  that  they  carried  over  any  hod', 
though  the  man  was  put  on  board  by  the  com- 
missary's order. — After  an  imprisonment  of 
several  days,  they  were  discharged,  and  scut 
away  for  England  with  a letter  to  Clark  only. 
This  examinant  says,  4 He  helped  about  8 
«cveral  times  to  put  wool  on  board  divers  boats 
for  Clark  ; and  he  Iny  about  14  days  to  watch 
for  the  Boulogne  sloop,  in  order  to  put 
horses  on  board  to  be  sent  thither.'* 

Keren's  Examination. 

11  William  Reven,  of  Deal,  mariner, ^ 1*'DS 
examined,  declaret h,  4 That,  in  October  1706, 
when  John  Clark  lay  at  Mrs.  Riches'  house , 
she  engaged  him  to  go  over  to  France  for  Clan- 
Clerk  shewed  him  the  secretary's  pass,  and 
said,  4 he  hud  a license  to  send  any  body  to 
France.’  The  examinant  went  over  first  wit* 
the  two  Hattons.  When  they  landed,  they 
were  seized,  and  carried  before  the  governor, 
and  alter  that,  they  vyere  examined  before  the 
admiral,  or  the  judge,  at  Calais,  for  having  car- 
ried over  a man  for  England.  They  were  kept 
in  custody  14  or  15  days,  rill  orders  came dram 
| Paris  to  discharge  them.  Then  the  com nrnw'5 
| dispatched  them  away ; without  any  thing  b£ 
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one  letter  to  Clark,  which  they  sent  to  him. 
The  examinant  further  says,  * That,  nbout  n 
month  after,  Mr.  Clark  ordered  him,  Thomas 
Finnis,  and  Francis  Baker,  of  Dover,  to  bring 
their  boat  to  him  to  Margate  ; which  they  did  ; 
and  there  they  took  in  some  wool,  and  u sack 
with  some  things  in  it.  They  were  seized  at 
Sandwich  by  the  custom-house  officers,  and 
their  wool  taken  ; but  they  did  not  meddle  with 
the  sack,  which  they  brought  back  to  Clark  at 
Deal.  And  about  a week  after,  the  exami- 
nant, Baker,  and  Ralph  Hatton,  were  ordered 
tu  take  in  some  wool,  the  same  sack,  and  a 
letter,  and  to  carry  them  to  Calais;  which  they 
did,  and  delivered  the  sack  and  letter  to  the 
commissary.  At  the  same  time  they  took  in 
their  wool,  they  also  took  in  a young  man, 
whom  they  carried  to  France.  In  a short  time 
they  were  dismissed  from  Calais,  with  brandy, 
and  a packet  of  letters  from  the  commissary 
to  Clark.  The  examinant  says,  4 They  were 
usually  carried  first  to  the  governor’s  house, 
and  the  commissary  came  to  them  there.’ " 

Johanna  Riches*  Examination. 

“ Johanna  Riches,  of  Deal,  victualler,  being 
examined,  d«  dared,  4 That  John  Clark  did 
much  frequent  her  house;'  he  lodged  there 
•bout  six  months.  The  first  time  he  came  to 
her  was,  to  enquire  how  he  might  vend  his 
brandy  to  the  best  advantage;  he  proposed  to 
her,  to  make  a venture  with  him  ; and  told  her, 

* That,  for  50*.  laid  out  in  wool,  she  could  have 
4/.  in  brandy,  without  any  risk ; for  the  govern- 
ment, by  whom  he  was  employed,  had  agreed 
to  pay  the  prime  costs.'  She  ventured  once 
with  him  ; but  never  had  any  return  from  him. 
—There  was  a Frenchman  brought  to  Clark  at 
her  house,  late  in  the  night,  who  had  divers 
papers  with  him  ; and  he  gave  them  to  Ciark 
to  read.  Clark  pretended  it  was  his  sister’s 
husband ; und  that  he  lived  at  Calais.  Clark 
***»t  the  examinant  to  get  a horse  for  the 
Frtncbman  immediately ; and,  about  l o’clock, 
the  Freuchrtian  began  nis  journey  for  London, 
without  a guide.  Next  morning  Clnrk  went 
•fter  him. — Johanna  Riches  bother  said, 

4 That  shout  a week  afterward  Clark  returned 
to  btr  house ; and  about  a week  after  that, 
the  Frenchman  returned  to  her  house,  and 
brought  a box  with  him,  which  Clark  opened  ; 
w»l  alter  he  had  viewed  and  perused  what  was 
m it,  being  three  or  four  papers  and  a parch- 
nwnt  with  a seal  to  it,  and  other  things  he 
rastmed  the  box,  and  selling  it  in  several 
place*  with  his  own  seal,  then  gave  it  her  to 
h>ck  up  in  some  safe  place.  Some  time  after, 
the  said  Clark  sent  one  Revens  and  another 
witliiome  wool,  aud  with  this  box,  for  France; 
h«it  the  boat  was  taken,  and  the  wool  was 
H'l/ed  by  the  custom-house  officers:  bur,  the 
boatmen  hating  put  their  victuals  into  the  same 
v*ck  where  the  box  was,  no  notice  was  taken 
oithe  box  ; and  Revens  brought  it  hack  again 
to Cbrk ; who  gave  it  to  the  exnntinant.  rc- 
qni'ing  her  to  lock  herself  tip,  that  nobody 
see  what  the  did;  and  then  to  open  the 
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box,  and  dry  what  was  in  it : which  she  did  ; 
and  afterwards  Clark  sent  Reven  to  Calais, 
and  gave  him  the  box  : and,  upon  his  return, 
he  told  the  examinant,  4 He  had  delivered  it 
at  Calais.'  When  the  Frenchman  was  at  her 
house,  he  brought  thither  three  other  French* 
min  ; and  they  were  some  time  together  pri- 
vately with  Clark  in  his  chamber ; and  after- 
wards they  rode  out  altogether  ; and  the  next 
day  Clark  came  back.  But  she  never  saw  the 
Frenchmen  after.  Clark  was  often  in  drink, 
and  was  then  very  foolish ; and  used  to  boast, 
4 He  had  the  heads  of  the  nation  on  his  side ; 
and  that  nobody  was  capable  r>f  the  business 
he  was  enguged  in  but  himself;  and  nobody 
durst  meddle  with  him.’ — Johannah  Riches 
further  says,  4 That,  about  three  quarters  of  4 
year  ago,  towards  the  latter  end  of  April  (the 
same  night  he  agreed  with  Weaver  and  Wnlhn 
to  go  to  Calais),  he  came  to  her  house  in 
the  night,  and  desired  a private  lodging ; and 
then  sent  her  out,  to  learn  what  men  of  war 
were  in  the  Downs.  And  she  went  to  the 
packet-master,  who  told  her,  ‘There  were  only 
three  men  of  war  there,'  and  named  them  to 
her.  Site  brought  this  account  to  Clark  pre- 
sently. She  has  forgot  the  other  names;  but 
she  verily  believes  the  Royal  Oak  was  one  of  the 
ships  ; because  a midshipman  belonging  to  that 
ship  was  at  that  time  in  ner  house,  who  borrow- 
ed a bottle  of  sal  armoninc  of  her  for  his  wife, 
who  was  then  on  board  the  Royal  Oak. — Upon 
her  naming  the  ships  to  Clark,  he  set  them  down 
immediately  in  his  book  ; and  soon  after  went 
out,  and  stayed  so  late,  that  he  could  get  no 
lodging,  but  lay  in  her  bed,  and  she  sat  up  all 
night.  The  examinant  sai  J, 4 She  believed  that 
cue  Bland  went  over  to  France  about  that 
time:  For,  Bland  and  one  Mrs.  Atwood  being 
together  at  the  examinant’s  bouse,  he  said, 
4 He  hoped  he  should  soon  bring  them  better 
liquor ;’  and  then  ordered  the  examinant  to  buy 
for  him  two  half  ankers  and  three  runlets.  She 
says,  4 That  Bland  told  her,  he  had  been  four 
times  in  France  since  the  war.’  The  exa- 
minant said  further,  ‘ That  Bland  went  into 
the  Downs,  and  went  aboard  several  ships  in 
the  Down*.  He  told  the  examinant,  4 It  was 
only  to  pet  some  of  the  ships  to  take  off  his 
brandy  when  he  came  hack  :*  But  she  looked 
upon  that  as  a pretence  pnly;  and  that  his  true 
business  was,  to  observe  what  tliips  were  there, 
and  of  what  value  they  were.  The  examinant 
further  says, 4 That  Clark  told  her, 4 That  the 
father  of  one  of  toe  three  Frenchmen,  which 
he  brought  to  her  house,  was  us  great  a man  as 
any  iu  France.’" 

Earthy's  Examination. 

44  John  Hartley,  about  15  years  old,  appren- 
tice to  John  Weaver,  being  examined,  snith, 
1 Thnt  he  went  over  twice,  with  his  master  and 
one  Waffing,  to  Calais,  upon  Clark’s  account, 
When  they  brought  them  to  the  governor  ot 
Calais,  he  asked  them,  * What  ships  were  ill  the 
Downs;  and  whither  they  were  bound ?’  Ia 
the  second  voyage,  they  met  with  a smsll 
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French  privateer;  who  inquired  of  them, 
* Whnt  men  of  war  and  merchant  ships  were 
in  the  Downs?’  And  Wading  and  Weaver 
(os  the  exuminant  believes)  told  thorn,  as  well 
as  they  could,  ail  they  knew  of  the  men  of  war 
and  merchant  ships,  where  they  were  designed, 
and  when  they  were  to  sail;  and,  having  given 
this  account  to  the  privateer,  he  suffered  them 
to  goon  for  Calais.” 

Carter's  Examination. 

4<  John  Carter,  of  Deal,  botcher,  being  exa- 
mined, declared,  * That  he  became  acquainted 
with  one  John  Bara  about  the  27th  of  March 
1706,  who  did  use  to  go  over  from  England  to 
Calais,  and  return  in  French  boats.  About 
that  tune  he  was  desired  to  provide  a boat  t> 
carry  over  Bara;  but  afterwards,  the  French 
sloop  comine,  Bara  went  over  in  that.  Born 
Stayed  about  a month,  and  then  returned  in  a 
French  boat  (as  Carter  believed;)  and,  as 
Weller  told  the  examinant,  brought  brandy  and 
letters  over  with  him.  He  was  seized  at  Dover 
by  Mr.  'Whitehall,  and  examined  before  the 
magistrates:  but  soon  after  was  sent  for  to 
London  by  Mr.  Secretary  Harley’s  order  (as  the 
exuminant  was  informed  ;)  and  in  about  4 or  5 
Hays  Bara  returned  to  Deal ; and,  pulling  out 
of  his  pocket  a handful  of  guineas,  shewed  them 
to  the  examinant,  and  fold  him,  4 See  what  I 
have  got  by  being  seized  at  Dover,  which  was 
by  your  means.*  Clark  spoke  very  ill  of  Bara 
to  the  examinant;  and  persuaded  him  not  to 
have  more  to  do  with  him,  but  only  with  Clark 
hwhelf.  The  *;dd  Carter  declared,  * That  he 
neqaaiuted  Mr.  Whitehall  -with  Clark’s  pro- 
ceedings : who  bid  him  take  notice  of  all  that 
Clark  Hid,  and  for  that  purpose  to  go  on  with 
him.  After  tlmt,  he  assisted  Clark  insetting 
wool  for  him,  and  procuring  men  for  him  to  go 
over  to  France ; and  also  received  Clark’s  let- 
ters for  him.’—' The  said  Carter  declared,  * He 
saw  a paoket  of  letters,  that  came  from  Lon- 
don, directed  to  Clark;  and  saw  Clark  open 
the  packet,  which,  Clark  said,  came  from  secre- 
tary Harley  ; and  he  shewed  him  the  name  of 
R.  Harley  at  the  bottom  of  the  letter.  In  the 
packet  were  several  letters  sealed  up.* — This 
examinant  said,  * He  procured  Jo.  Weaver  and 
Wm.  Watton,  who  went  twice  to  Calais  fur 
Clark,  and  carried  letters  from  him,  and  brought 
back  packets  of  letters  from  ihe  commissary  of 
Calais  for  Clark.  He  said  also,  ‘ That  Clark 
employed  one  Gosby  and  one  Steed,  both  of 
Walnier,  to  go  for  him  to  Calais;  but  they 
would  not  go  a second  time,  because,  as  they 
told  the  said  Carter,  they  were  examined  very 
strictly  by  the  commissary  of  Calais,  what  ships 
were  in  the  Downs;  and  what  other  news  was 
in  England.  And  the  commissary  took  notes 
of  all  they  said ; and  detained  them  at  Calais, 
whilst  they  sent  to  Paris,  and  had  a return. 
And  for  these  reasons,  they  were  afraid  to  go 
any  more.’*— The  examinant  Carter  furtlic  r 
said,  • That,  in  the  next  voyage  which  was  made 
by  the  two  Hattons,  in  the  beginning  of  Sept. 
1700,  they  brought  with  them  a Frenchman 


from  Calms;  who,  immediately  upon  bis  land- 
ing, went  with  Clark  fur  Loudon.  When 
Clark  returned  to  Deal,  he  brought  with  him 
three. Frenchmen,  who  by  some  means  or  other 
got  over  to  France.  The  said  Carter  further 
said,  * That  he  often  advised  Clark  to  be  more 
private  tban  he  had  used  to  he,  in  managing 
his  correspondence  with  France;  for,  if  be 
continued  to  act  in  so  public  a inanuer,  the  mob 
would  knock  him  on  the  head.’  Carter  said* 
He  told  Clark,*  He  wondered  how  &uch  great 
persons  as  Clark  said  employed  him,  could  be 
no  put  upon  by  him.’  ('lark  replied, 4 lie  knew 
what  he  had  to  do ; for,  said  Clark,  it  is  ea&er 
dealing  with  them  than  with  you,’  meaning  the 
>aid  Carter.  Clark  said,  * lit- knew  his  master 
Harley  very  well,  and  almost  any  tiling  would 
serve  him.’  Tne  stud  Carter  turi tier  said, 
4 That,  he  and  Chirk  being  riding  together  upon 
the  bea  h,  they  saw  18  ship**  at  sea  There- 
upon Clark  said,  * Here  is  news  lor  ray  master 
Harley:  1 will  send  him  word,  here  is  seen. a 
squadron  of  Fiench  ships.*  Carter  said, 
4 What!  before  you  know  whether  they  are 
French?’  To  which  Clark  replied,  * It  is  all  one 
for  tfmt ; it*  will  serve  my  turn  as  well.*  Clark 
would  often  .speak  contemptuously  of  the  great 
men  above.  Carter  further  says,  * That  Clark’s 
manner  was.  to  give  orders  .to  the  men  who 
went  over,  ‘ i hat.  if  they  were  taken  by  the 
French,  they  would  shew  their, letters,  and  they 
would  help  them  to  get  to  Trance;  but  if  they 
met -with  Englishmen,  they  wt-re.then  ordered 
to  throw  their  letters  overboard.*  The  said 
Carter  also  said,  * That  nt  last  he  broke  off 
correspondence  with  Clark.  Hr*  had  known 
him  drunk  and  sober;  and  always  thought  turn 
to  be  in  the  French  interest.  He  would several 
times  send  over  boats  without  goods.  Clark 
pretender!  he  was  a protestant;  but  Carter 
said,  * He  never  believed  it.’  He  would  uever 
go  to  church,  and  always  talked  favourably  of 
the  papists:  He  was  a lewd,  drunken  fellow, 
and  talked  very  extravagautly  and  foolishly. — 
This  examinant  In  mg  asked, 4 W hy  he  gave 
Clark  warning  of  the  danger  he  ruu,  in  keep- 
ing this  correspondence  so  openly?’  He  said, 

‘ That  the  mob  bad  several  times  come  about 
them,  and  called  them  French  dogs  and  rogues ; 
and  reproached  them,  fur  betraying  our  ship1*, 
and  giving  intelligence  to  the  enemy.’  And  he 
further  says.  That  though  Clark  railed  at  B*«a, 
yet  he  seemed  very  great  with  him  when  they 
met.” 

Jordan's  Examination. 

**  Captain  John  Jordan,  a riding  officer  of 
her  majesty’s  customs  at  Folkestone,  in  Keot, 
suitli, 4 That,  fur  some  time  last  past,  he  hath 
heard  of  one  Clark  on  their  coast,  who  hrlda 
correspondence  with  France  ; but  had  uu  per- 
sonal knowledge  of  him  till  the  24th  December 
last  was  12  months,  ut  «%hu  h time  he  veized  his 
host,  ns  it  caine  from  France,  at  Dimchurcb. 
Oil  the  30th  Dec.  following,  the  said  Clark 
came  to  him  from  llythe,  and  demanded  the 
reason  why  he  seized  the  said  boat  ? And 


717J  PAUL.  HISTORY,  7 Anne,  1708.- 

csrpcsin  Jordan  replied,  * For  carrying  wool 
to  France.'  Then  Clark  told  hiin,  4 lie  was 
employed  by  the  government,  to  learn  news 
trom  France  ; and  he  could  not  go  over  unless 
he  carried  some  wool,  and  that  he  had  done 
several  times.’  Whereupon  the  said  captain 
Jordan  laid  his  hand  on  Clark's  shoulder,  and 
said,  ‘ I have  therefore  a great  mind  to  seize 
you.'  Then  the  said  ('lark  seemed  concerned, 
saying,*  If  you  do,  I shall  and  will  deny  all  1 
have  said,’ (there  being  nobody  hut  them  two 
in  the  room.) — Then  the  said  Clark  took  out 
of  his  pocket  a paper  writing,  signed  llarley, 
with  a great  seal  at  one  side;  which  the  said 
captain  Jordan  read  ; and  it  w as  a pass  for  him 
and  his  servant,  &c.  And  the  said  Jordan 
having  heard  thut  this  said  Clark  had  been 
took  up  at  Dover  and  Deal  for  the  like  practices, 
sad  again  discharged, ‘lie  let  him  go. — And  he 
further  told  the  scud  Jordan,  4 That  he  should 
have  an  order  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
h«ve  lr.s  boat  returned.’  Who  answered  him, 

* That,  wjieu  he  saw  such  an  order,  he  knew 
howto  obey  it.*  But,  no  such  order  l»eing  ever 
produced  to  him,  lie  condemned  his  said  boat 
the  following  term.* — And  the  said  Jordan  fur- 
ther with,  1 That  Clark  soon  after  procured 
another  boat,  which  went  to  and  from  France 
as  before;  which,  he  saitli,  lauded  at  Dover 
idxmt  the  *23d  of  July  last,  and  pari  of  the 
good*  seized  that  she  brought  from  France. 
August  2d,  1707,  Clark's  boot  came  from  France, 
and  landed  at  Shoren  Cliff,  near  Hythe.  Aug. 
14th,  >he  came  from  Boulogne,  and  landed  at 
Dtrochurcb.  August  28th.  Clark’s  boat  went 
olftiir  Boulogne,  from  IlythStade.  September 
SOU,,  Clark's  boat  went  over  attain,  and  return- 
ed to  Dover  on  the  5th  of  October,  where  it 
seized.  October  4,  the  said  captain  Jordan, 
b?  order  of  Mr.  Baker,  seized  two  fine  horses 
at  Hythe.  belonging  to  the  duke  • at  Boulogne, 
tftidrr  tne  care  «»f  Mr.  Clark,  and  one  James 
Gordain  die  duke’s  groom  : Which  groom  then 
got  awtiy ; at>d  he  has  n->t  heard  of  him  since. 
Owibt  hth  of  Oct.,  the  said  Clark  sent  a letter 
to  the  said  Jordan,  telling  him, 4 He  was  in- 
formed he  h'id  t«»ok  away  his  horses  out  of 
Monger’s  stable  ; that  the  horses  were  his,  and 
for  his  own  use  ; and  if  he  pleased  to  return 
them  io  the  said  stable,  it  would  oblige  hitn  ; 
otherwise  he  must  take  his  measures  in  Lon- 
don.’ Sinned  John  Clark,  and  ready  to  pro- 
dnor. — On  the  17th  Sept.,  1707,  ( lark  »;is 
sick  at  the  King’s  Arms,  at  Folkestone,  where 
the  said  Jordan  sometimes  visited  him.  And 
the  said  Clark  did  then  tell  the  said  Jordan, 
‘Thatthe  1st  time  he  went  over  t<»  Boulogne, 
having  itien  but  a small  parcel  of  wool  with 
him,  the  king’s  commissary  Collation  met  him 
*1  the  water  side,  and  asked  him,  4 What  he 
«ame  there  for  ?’  nnd  looked  very  sour  upon 
him;  and  then  carried  him  and  one  I.e  More 
(one  of  the  boatmen)  up  to  the  governor  ; who 

* It  appears  frequently,  in  tlie  course  of 
these  Examinations,  that  the  duke  D’Aumont 
***4t  Boulogne  at  the  time. 
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was  very  rough  with  them,  telling  them, 4 They 
came  there  for  somethiug  else  than  to  bring 
such  a small  parcel  of  wool,  which  would  not 
bear  their  charges,  threatening  them  to  tell  ih*-. 
truth.*  Then  Clark  desired  to  speak  with  the 
duke  privately.  Then  Clark  tokl  the  duke, 

‘ lie  came  to  loarn  news  ;’  which  expression . 
much  surprised  him : But  Clark  tqid  him  (as  he 
the  said  Clark  informed  the  said  Jordan),. 

4 That  if  he  could  sene  his  excellency,  on  the 
other  side  (meaning  England),  he  would  serve 
him  faithfully.’ — But  the  said  Le  More  was 
threatened  with  death,  as  being  a Frenchman,, 
and  had  had  formerly  a commission  m an  Eng- 
lish privateer  against  his  king;  so  kelell  on  his 
knees,  anti  begged  for  his  life ; and  Clark  told 
Jordan,  4 That,  upon  his  interest  and  pleading 
for  him,  he  was  pardoued.' — And  Le  More 
himself  has  told  the  said  Jordan,  * That  the  duke 
at  Boulogne  asked  them,  4 Whether  the  Eng- 
lish were  not  under  some  apprehension  of  fear, 
when  their  gullies  appeared  off  the  Kentish 
coast  ?’  Clark  replied,  4 lie  believed  they 
were.’  The  duke  answered, 4 They  need  not ; 
for  that  coast  is  under  my  protection.'  Qlorlt 
asked  his  excellency, 4 Whether  or  not  he  might 
have  the  liberty  to  mentiou  it  when  he  auue 
home  ?'  lie  answered  him,  4 t hat  he  might.’ 
Then  Clark  asked  the  duke,  4 When  he  came 
over  to  Boulogne  again,  what  if  his  exc<  llency 
should  be  at  Paris  ?’  He  . replied,  4 That  he 
would  give  directions  that  he  should  be  well 
used.'  And  that  the  said  Le  More  was  not 
permitted  to  come  over  in  Clark’s  boat ; but 
was  put  on  board  one  of  their  shallops,  and  so 
set  on  shore  by  them  in  England.’  And  Le 
More  further  told  the  said  Jordan,  4 That  be 
verily  believed,  thatthe  said  Clark  shewed  the 
Secretary  of  State's  pass  to  the  duke  at  Bot* 
lugne.” 

Whit  chairs  Examination. 

“ Lancelot  Whitehall,  collector  of  the  cwi- 
toms  at  Deal,  being  examined,  said,  That 
about  Christmas  1705,  he  had  noiice  of  some 
persons  lurking  to  carry  on  the  French  trade, 
in  order  to  discover  them,  he  thought  at  last  of 
one  Carter,  who  had  been  an  offender;  who, 
in  hopes  of  pardon,  might  be  willing  to  help  to 
discover  them.  John  Carter  said, 4 If  he  might 
have  time,  he  would  undertake  to  do  it.*  About 
Marcn,  Carter  discovered  Clark  ; hut,  he  be- 
ing out  of  his  district,  he  gave  notice  to  the  of- 
ficers of  .Sandwich,  who  took  him  : And  after- 
wards  he  was  sent  for  by  messengers,  to  Lon- 
dno  ; nnd  in  a little  time  w ns  Uncharged,  as 
Mr.  Whitehall  has  been  informed.  Some  time 
after,  Carter  informed  him  of  one  Barn,  who 
was  lying  concealed,  io  order  jo  go  over  to 
France ; and  he  had  liked  to  have  surprised 
him  ; but  a French  sloop  nine  ui  the  mean 
while  nnd  carried  him  on',  about  o quarter  of 
an  hour  Iteloce  the  persons  employed  by  him 
came.  Mr.  Whitehall  said,  That  in  April 
Carter  informed  him,  4 That  Bara  was  return- 
ed ;’  and  lie  seized  hitn  at  Dover,and  had  him 
examined  before  the  mayor  of  Dover, mho  took 
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affidavits  of  the  matter.  Mr.  Whitehall  sent 
an  account  of  this  to  the  commissioners  of  the 
customs  (with  copies  of  the  said  affidavits,  now 
in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Baker),  by  his  letter  dated 
the  29th  of  April,  1706,  now  produced,  and  to 
which  Mr.  Whitehall  refers.  This  gave  occa-  ' 
sion  to  Mr.  Secretary  Harley  to  send  a letter  to 
Mr.  Whitehall,  dated  the  29th  May,  1706. 
The  original  letter  being  produced  by  Mr. 
Whitehall,  he  refers  to  it.  To  this  letter  he 
wrote  an  answer,  of  the  3 1st  May,  1706  ; he 
produced  a copy  of  that  letter,  which  lie  tran- 
scribed from  a foul  draught,  and  therefore 
could  not  be  positive  as  to  every  word  in  the 
same ; but  he  is  sure  it  was  to  the  effect  and 
sense  of  the  letter.  After  he  had  sent  that  let- 
ter away,  the  same  day,  Bara  applied  to  Mr. 
Whitehall,  to  help  him  to  a boat,  to  go  to 
France.  Mr.  Whitehall  said,  ‘ He  would  not 
do  it,  without  an  order  from  the  Secretary.’ 
And  tliereupon  he  sent  away  another  letter  to 
Mr.  Secretary  Harley  the  same  day  ; to  the 
copy  of  which  he  likewise  refers.  Mr.  Secre- 
tary Harley  returned  an  answer  to  this  last 
letter,  by  a letter  dated  the  1st  of  June,  1706, 
to  which  he  refers  : But  Mr.  Whitehall  did  no- 
thing upon  the  letter  : not  thinking  this  letter 
to  contain  orders  which  were  full  and  clear 
enough.  Some  time  after.  Carter  brought  to 
Mr.  Whitehall  three  letters,  winch  he  had  re- 
ceived from  Clark,  with  directions  to  put  them 
into  the  hands  of  the  men  who  were  going  for 
France.  One  of  the  letters  was  directed  to 
Camue  (or  such  like  name),  a merchant  nt  Ca- 
lais ; the  second  to  the  camroissary  at  Calais  ; 
and  the  third  to  the  govt  rnor  or  commissary  of 
Boulogne  ; lie  is  not  certain  to  which  of  them. 
Upon  which,  he  wrote  to  Mr.  Secretary  Harley, 
to  give  him  an  account  of  these  three  letters  ; 
and  told  him,  1 That,  the  wind  being  now  out 
of  the  way,  he  had  now  an  opportunity,  if  he 
pleased,  of  seeing  them,  and  judging  if  Clark  j 
dealt  honestly  or  not,’  To  this  letter  he  never 
received  any  answer.  Mr.  Whitehall  had  no 
copy  of  this  letter  with  him  ; his  clerk  who  kept 
his  books,  being  here  in  town  when  Mr.  White- 
hall came  to  the  Lords  Committees  upon  the 
summons.  Mr.  Whitehall  being  asked  * Whjr 
lie  did  not  open  those  letters  or  stop  them  r* 
lie  saiJ,  * He  would  not  do  it,  having  beeu  re- 
primanded for  what  he  had  done  before.’ 
Clark  and  Bara  were  generally  known  on  the 
coast  by  the  distinction  of  Mr.  Harley’s  spies, 
especially  Clark,  who  bragged  of  his  being  em- 
ployed on  ail  occasions,  and  in  all  companies ; 
but  Bara  was  more  cautious,  and  seldom  ap- 
peared by  day.  Mr.  Whitehall  said,  ‘ That  it 
was  his  opinion,  and  the  general  opinion  of 
people  upon  the  coast,  that  they  carried  more 
intelligence  to  France  than  they  brought  front 
thence.’  He  said,  * The  trade  of  France  was 
much  suppressed  till  this  encouragement  was 
given  by  employing  so  great  a number  of  men. 
Clark  did  not  confine  himself  to  particular  peo- 
ple ; but  employed  any  body  he  could  get,  by 
which  practice  the  whole  coast  is  corrupted; 
so  that  now  a much  greater  uumber  of  otticer* 
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| will  be  warning,  to  prevent  the  pernicious  in- 
1 tercoarse  with  France,  than  have  ever  yet  bees 
i employed.” 

Boniest  Reasons  for  examining  Verge  and  Ms- 
nlhuriy  SfC. 

“ Reasons  for  apprehending  Jos.  Verge  and 
Daniel  Mon'lion,  and  examining  Yaliere, 
alias  Clark,  together  with  some  Remarks 
and  my  Opinion  thereon,  and  my  Letters. 

“ The  cause  of  my  writing  to  sir  Charles 
Hedges,  22nd  August,  1706,  was  grounded,  1. 
Upon  Clark’s  corrupting  so  many  seamen  ou 
our  coast,  in  goiug  for  France,  as  appears  by 
first  paragraph  of  said  letter.  2.  Clark's  vo- 
luntary boasting  of  his  power,  and  shewing  his 
licence  to  Ste.  Colledgeund  Ball,  and  frequent- 
ly to  many  others-  3.  Ills  presumption  in  ex- 
pressing himself  at  W aimer  Castle  to  Jos.  Wild- 
bore,  and  others  tlien  in  company,  saying, 
* He  would  protect  any  oue's  going  to  France 
for  6s.’ — About  a day  alter,  1 saying  in  a coffee- 
house, ‘ How  pernicious  it  might  prove  fur  a 
boat’s  crew  going  to  Calais,  at  a time  the  Dutch 
transports  was  at  sail  Clark  answers,  in  iik 
mayor's  and  my  presence,  * That  that  was  not 
treason  : That  treason  was  only  to  those  that 
carried  warlike  stores  and  implements,  and 
such  as  held  traitorous  corn  spo  licence,  ami  not 
such  men  as  went  or  er  to  trade  on  their  own 
accounts.’  Considering  said  expressions,  and 
finding  by  Morillion’s  atfiduvir,  &c.  ‘ flat  laid 
Clark  had  the  first  voyage,  iu  July  1706,  sent 
hint  with  Bityly  and  Verge,  with  a letter  to  the 
commissary  of  Calais,  who  asked  biiu,  * Con- 
cerning the  Dutch  transports  in  the  Downs; 
the  number  of  men  of  war,  rates  ; what  inercb- 
ant  ships  ? when  they  were  to  Sail  ? Likewise, 
what  frigates  cruizing  off  Beachy,  Dungenc*, 
North  Foreland  and  Margate,  &c.  f*  And  then 
j brought  Clark  an  answer  of  same  letter  at  re- 
turn : Said  reasons  did  cuuse  uie  to  examine 
Clark,  who  shewed  me  two  licences  for  his  be- 
ing on  our  coast  of  Deal  and  Dover  unmolest- 
ed, under  the  baud  of  Mr.  Secretary  Harley, 
the  one  dated  in  May,  the  other  in  June,  1706, 
fur  fourteen  days  ; and  1 observing  at  the  tioe 
of  his  sending  over  the  first  boat,  tk?  last  li- 
cence was  expired  some  weeks.  What  gate 
ine  the  further  jealousy  was,  in  observing  that 
Clark  lodged  and  frequented  little  houses  of  ill 
fame,  and  kept  scandalous  and  frippery  compa- 
ny, and  frequently  was  - disguised  with  strong 
drink  ; ut  which  times  lie  was  full  of  talk  and 
of  his  power,  whereby  he  was  kuown  by  the 
name  of  Clark  the  spy,  by  men,  wouicu  ami 
children,  from  Margate  all  along  the  sea-coast 
to  Rumuey  Marsh.  And  as  it  was  generally 
mi  id,  he  was  a person  poor  and  needy,  ami  but 
a journeyman  wig-maker;  and  wiilial  besett- 
ing, to  my  opinion,  an  open,  leeky  fellow,  ai  d 
of  a shallow  capacity  ; it  w as  not  cousisirnt 
with  ray  reason  to  believe,  that  such  a pei>ou 
should  come  at  the  secrets  or  knowledge  of  the 
councils  of  France,  so  as  to  gather  (ruin  thence 
any  point  of  importance  by  corresponding  with 
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tbe  governor  or  commissary  of  Calais ; but  I 
concluded  the  contrary,  and  I believed  him  a 
»py  upon  us : And  it  is  my  opinion,  through  his 
means,  the  seameu  of  our  coast  for  two  years 
last  past  has  been  so  corrupted,  that  France 
has  had  intelligence  to  their  advantage  there- 
by. As  also  it  appears  to  me  to  believe, 
through  Clark’s  sending  over  so  many  sets  of 
boats  and  men  to  France,  the  same  gangs  has, 
on  their  own  accounts,  and  will,  gone  after- 
wards so  oft  as  they  please ; by  which  means 
it  is  my  thoughts,  France  has  had  often  intelli- 
gence from  said  persons,  all  they  knew  or  was 
capable  of  telling,  and  very  possible,  through 
said  means,  may  have  been  the  cause  of  not 
only  the  taking  the  sundry  frigates  as  was  cruiz- 
ing off  Dungeness,  &c.  about  them  times  as 
they  was  cruizing  off  their  stations  ; hut  I fear 
also  might  since  he  the  occasion  of  the  loss  of 
the  Grafton  and  Hampton  Court,  with  20  sail 
of  merchant  ships  iu  May  lost/' 

Rusburys  Examination . 

“ James  Rasbury,  waterman,  being  exa- 
mined, says,  4 Thar,  about  June  last  was  twelve 
months,  a man,  whose  name  he  knew  after- 
wards to  be  Bara,  came  to  him  at  Whitehall 
stairs,  and  asked  for  a large  boat,  pretending 
be  was  to  go  to  look  after  a ship  that  was  fallen 
down  the  river.  The  examinant  made  some 
difficulty  at  first,  not  knowing  whither  he  was 
to  go  ; hut  afterwards  he  was  prevailed  upon, 
and  did  provide  a boat,  and  carried  him  as  far 
as  Margate;  into  which  place  he  was  in  a man* 
n?r  forced  by  the  weather;  hut  positively  re- 
fused to  go  auy  further  with  him.’  ” 

Howard's  Examination. 

M Isaac  Howard,  then  servant  to  the  said 
Rasbury,  being  examined,  saith, 4 That  he  went 
over  to  Calais  with  the  said  Bara,  in  the  boat 
provided  by  James  Rasbury,  from  Margate  : 
That,  when  they  landed  at  Calais, a file  of  inus- 
qoeteers  took  them  into  custody;  and  us  they 
were  going  along,  a man  speaking  something 
to  Bara,  Bara  struck  him  a blow  in  the  face 
with  his  hand : That  they  were  carried  before 
the  commissary  of  Calais,  where  he  wns  kindly 
entertained,  and  stayed  with  him  about  two 
hours;  and,  after  that,  Bara  was  at  liberty  nil 
the  while  he  stayed  there;  and,  after  two  days, 
the  examinant  brought  Bara  back  to  the  Downs.* 
The  examinant  further  says,  ‘ That,  about  a 
month  or  six  weeks  after,  Bura  asked  the  exa- 
minant to  go  over  with  him  again  to  France ; 
but  he  refused.’  ” 

William  Masons  Examination. 

“ William  Mason,  waterman,  being  exa- 
mined, says,  ‘That,  at  the  same  time  when 
Isaac  Howard  refused  to  go  with  Bnra,  the  exn- 
zninaot  agreed  with  him,  and  carried  him  to 
Dunkirk.  As  soon  as  they  landed,  Bara  went 
directly  to  the  governor’s  house;  and  the  exa- 
minant stayed  below,  till  Bara  came  down  to 
hun.  He  found  Bara  to  be  well  known,  and 
well  received  there.  He  stayed  there  two  days; 
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and  then  the  examinant  took  him  into  his  boat, 
and  set  him  down  near  Sanddown  castle.  This 
was  in  the  latter  end  of  July  or  beginning  of 
August  last  was  12  months.’  The  examinant 
farther  saith,  ‘ That  Bara  was  very  fearful  of 
being  seen  any  where  upon  the  coast,  because 
be  was  known  every  wheie.’  v 

The  Information  of  John  Carter. 

u Ibis  informant  saith,  * That,  upon  Thurs- 
day the  20th  of  this  instant  February,  about 
six  in  the  evening,  being  passing  into  the  Park, 
a gentleman,  that  he  had  often  seen  at  Mr. 
Baker’s  office,  who,  he  has  been  since  told,  is 
called  Mr.  Hind,  came  to  him  mid  invited  him 
to  drink  ; which  he  refused.  Then  Hind  asked 
him,  ‘ if  he  would  take  a walk  in  the  Park  ;* 
and  he  agreed  to  it : And  then  Hind  asked 
him,  * What  the  Lords  did  with  Bara  and 
Clark  ?’  he  replied,  4 he  did  not  know  what.* 
Then  Hind  said,  ‘ he  heard  Bara  had  squeaked  ;* 
and  he  answered,  ‘ he  believed  lie  had.’  Tliea 
he  asked,  ‘ What  captain  Whitehall,  Mr. 
Bowles,  and  Jordain,  could  say  iu  the  matter? 
he  replied,  ‘ he  could  not  tell ; but  believed 
they  knew  a great  deal  relating  to  that  affair/ 
Then  said  Ilind,  ‘ I suppose  they  have  got  Mr. 
Harley’s  letters  to  shew/  Aud  further  en- 
quired, 1 If  any  letters  were  or  could  be  pro- 
duced, relating  to  the  ships  that  were  taken  : 
and  bid  him  learn  that,  if  possible:*  Carter  re- 

filied,  4 be  knew  not.*  Then  the  said  Hind  told 
lira,4  That,  if  he  would  discover  what  he  knew, 
and  pick  out  cud  learn  what  others  had  said, 
relating  to  these  matters  now  depending  before 
the  Lords  Committees  (with  words  to  that  ef- 
fect), and  go  with  him  to  Mr.  Hurley  to  inform 
him  the  same,  he  said  lie  should  have  100  gui- 
neas.’ Then  further  said,  4 lie  should  huve 
200  guineas;  out  of  which  he  would  give 
said  Hind  a good  pa;r  of  gloves:  And,  for  the 
the  said  Carter’s  further  encouragement,  the 
said  Mr.  Ilarley  would  give  him  a good  ship: 
and  then  bid  the  suid  Carter  spend  what  money 
lie  pleased,  and  that  freely,  where  he  could  get 
intelligence ; and  particularly  amongst  those 
people  now  under  examination  before  the 
Lords/—  And  Hiud  further  said,  4 That  captain 
Baker  was  the  chief  promoter  of  those  matters ; 
and  that  he  should  be  turned  out  of  bis  busi- 
ness, when  Mr.  Harley's  trouble  was  over/ 
And  further  said, 4 That  captain  Whitehall  was 
a great  rogue ;’  and  was  very  inquisitive  who 
Mr.  Bowles  was:  Caiter  replied,  4 A gen- 
tleman of  a good  estate,  and  a great  merchant 
in  their  country/  After  this  discourse,  they 
parted,  with  a promise  to  meet  again  in  the 
morning,  which  they  did  iu  Whitehall;  and 
t lien  the  said  Hind  and  he  went  aside;  and 
Hind  then  told  him,  4 he  had  been  with  Mr. 
Harley;  and  that  he  directed  him  not  to  bring 
the  said  Carter  to  him  yet ; for  the  matter  was 
to  go  before  the  queen  as  this  day;  and  would 
see  him  again  to-moriow  ; and  he  should  go  be- 
fore Mr.  Harley.’  And  then  told  him  also, 

1 That  Mr.  Harley  enquired  if  he  was  an  honest 
man,  and  thought  he  might  confide  in  him;  fer 
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otherwise,  said  he,  it  might  do  me  a mischief.* 
To  which  Hind  replied  to  the  secretary  Harley 
(as  he  told  Carter)  * He  verily  believed  he 
■night/  And  afterward*  spoke  some  reflecting 
and  uohecoiniug  words  of  the  lord  Sunderland, 
and  others.’* 

Mr.  Bowles’  Account  of  Bland. 

“ About  October  last,  Blond,  a waterman 
of  London,  had  been  hovering  about  the 
Downs,  to  and  fro,  for  near  three  weeks,  in  a 
large  wherry,  with  the  addition  of  :i  streak 
higher  built,  to  make  her  the  more  bold  in  the 
sea.  And,  after  he  had  been  about  said  time 
on  our  coast,  in  the  night,  at  high  water,  he, 
with  his  two  other  crew,  put  his  wherry  to  the 
shore,  and  took  in  the  .'•ame  five  bags  wool. 
At  which  time  came  to  the  boat  four  persons, 
that  got  hold  of  the  land-rope,  and  hauled  her 
in ; on  which,  Blr.ud  conies  forward  with  a 
knife  in  his  hand,  in  order  to  cut  the  rope. 
But  one  of  the  four  persons  up  with  a club,  and 
said,  ‘ If  he  offered  to  cut  the  rope,  he  would 
knock  him  down  ;*  Whereupon  Bland  stept 
aft ; then  hope  heave  out  the  five  bags  wool 
in  the  sea.  Soon  after,  the  boat  fell  along  the 
ihore  ; out  jumps  Bland,  and  runsaway  : soon 
he  and  his  two  fellows  were  seized  by  the  con- 
stables. Next  morning  I had  both  parties  be- 
fore me. — On  examination,  the  four  persons. 
Bland  and  bis  two  watermen,  all  proved  Bland 
in  the  boat.  At  same  time  that  he  went  for- 
ward with  a knife  to  cut  the  land-rope,  he 
hove  the  wool  out  the  boat ; then  jumpt  out  of 
her,  and  run  away.  He  denied  the  whole,  and 
nil ; and  said,  * he  was  at  another  place/ — It 
appearing  plain  he  was  in  the  boat  also  by 
other  evidence,  I set  him  by,  and  examined 
again  his  two  watermen  : the  oldest  of  which 
said,  ‘They  designed  to  cross  the  water, 
which  he  reckoned  Ostend The  other  said, 

* They  were  bound  to  the  other  side,  with  the 
wool ; and  that  Bland  said,  he  would  diake  of 
it  as  short  a trip  of  it  as  he  could/ — Then  I 
asked  Bland  his  business  on  board  the  mer- 
chant ships  in  the  Downs  the  two  days  past, 
and  particularly  on  board  of  five  ships  last  af- 
ternoon : he  owned  that  part;  and  said,  ‘ It 
was  to  ask  if  they  would  buy  of  him  some 
brandy,  if  he  should  bring  them  some  on 
board/ — Bland  denied  ever  being  at  Calais; 
Si*y»ng,  ‘ was  never  there  in  his  life/ — I orders 
him  to  prison,  where  he  remained  about  nme 
days.  Then  he  was  sent  to  Dover  prison : 
soon  after,  I heard  he  was  bailed  thence.  My 
opinion,  on  the  foregoing  reasons,  is,  That 
Bland  designed  for  Calais;  that  his  going  on 
board  the  several  merchant  ships  in  the  Downs, 

I believe,  was  in  order  to  take  notice,  and  give 
account  thereof,  and  their  value:  ns  also, 
whatsoever  intelligence  he  knew,  or  was  sen- 
sible of  giving,  to  bur  enemies  at  Calais,  Ac/* 

Barker's  Representation,  concerning  Bland's 
Correspondence  with  France , sent  from 
the  Admiralty. 

Admirulti/’officey  2d  Jan.  1707-8. 

“ Gentlemen  ; By  command  of  the  Prince, 
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I send  you  the  enclosed  copy  of  a Petition  of 
John  Barker,  giving  an  account  of  oneBftnfj 
corresponding  with  France,  to  be  laid  befir: 
the  right  honourable  the  earl  of  SunderUul. 
her  majesty’s  principal  secretary  of  state.  I 
am,  &c.  J.’Bvtxuet." 

“ Secretary  to  the  Earl  of  Suuclerlund.” 

“ To  his  Royal  Highness  Prince  "Geurje  of 
Denmark,  Lord  Digit  Admiral  of  Cre-t 
Britain,  &c.  The  humble  Uepresenr.uicu 
of  John  Barker,  of  Kingston  upon  Hull, 
late  Master  of  the  Ship  Isabella: 

“ Sheweth  ; That,  on  or  about  the  month 
of  August  1705,  your  petitioner  was  taken 
prisoner  into  France,  in  the  said  ship,  and 
confined  in  Calais  prison  till  the  month  of 
August  1706  ; in  the  course  of  which  time, 
one  James  Fauset,  servant  to  Mr.  Bland, 
a waterman  at  Billingsgate,  came  often  to  see 
your  petitioner ; and  (amongst  other  dis- 
course) told  your  petitioner,  1 That  b»  said 
master  Bland  had  brought  him  thither,  and 
caused  him  to  be  confined  in  that  town,  for 
fear  he  should  lay  open  to  the  ministry  of  tfe 
government  his  illegal  practices,  of  carry!*? 
and  conveying  the  news,  and  other  secret  at- 
fairs  and  transactions  of  his  own  nation,to 
French  court/  And  the  said  James  PiuisetdM 
then  also  declare  to  your  petitioner,  ‘ That  to 
his  certain  knowledge,  his  said  master  held** 
constant  correspondence  with  several  mer- 
chants in  Calais,  and  from  time  to  time  brought 
them  the  newspapers,  and  other  prirate  intel- 
ligence, to  the  detriment  of  this  nation/  And 
the  said  I'auset,  as  his  mother  (who  lives 13 
Weaver  Lane,  in  Southwark)  alledgcs,  m*<* 
his  escape  from’  Calais  by  swimming  to  the 
packet-boat,  who  is  since  cone  a vovAetoth’ 
West  Indies,  for  fear  of  harm  from  nis 
master.  Your  petitioner  therefore  rhonpl  t !! 
is  his  duty,  humbly  to  acquaint  your  Highness 
of  this  matter,  for  the  service  of  the  MW'0, 
and  the  better  to  prevent  further  disappoint 
ments ; which  will  unavoidably  happen,  whik 
such  persons  remain  undetected. 

“ Johx  Bark**- 

The  Queen's  Answer  to  the  Ad»kt*) 
To  the  above  Address*  the  queen  gave 
Answer : 


• “ After  the  presenting  of  this  Address 
Gregg  was  respited  nbout  a month  longer,  but, 
still  refusing  to  make  any  farther  discoveries 
he  was  executed  at  Tyburn  on  the  48th  ct 
April,  1708.  He  left  a Paper  with  the  then 
wherein  he  entirely  cleared  Mr.  Ilnrley ; thoorn 
some  suspected  that  gentleman  to  be  the  con- 
triver of  that  Paper,  and  ascribed  the  con'- 
posedness,  which  appeared  in  Gregg's  coon- 
tcnance,  till  he  came  to  the  place  of  witaW'i 
to  a firm  expectation,  which  he  was  made  t) 
entertain,  of  a reprieve ; and  others  gate  out, 
that  he  complained,  That  there  was  "°  t,0!"' 
in  man ; while,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
Lords  of  the  Committee,  appointed  to  eunw* 
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“ My  Lords ; I am  sorry  that  any  who  have 
been  employed  by  those  in  my  service  should 
hare  proved  false  to  their  trust,  and  injurious 
to  the  public. — The  examples  you  lay  before 
me  will,  I do  not  doubt,  be  a sufficient  warn- 
ing to  keep  all  matters  of  importance  as  secret 
as  may  be  ; and  to  employ  such  only,  as  there 
‘hall  be  good  grounds  to  believe  will  be  faith- 
ful.** 

Address  of  both  Houses  on  the  Invasion  in- 
tended by  the  Pretender.]  March  4.  Mr. 
Secretary  Boyle  acquainted  the  Commons, 

“ That  her  majesty  had  commanded  him  to 
lay  before  the  House,  several  Advices  received 
the  night  before,  and  that  morning,  of  great 
preparations  at  Dunkirk  for  an  immediate  In- 
vasion upon  England  by  the  French,*  and  of 

him,  were  afterwards  reproached  with  having 
eadeavoured  to  suboru  Gregg,  and  engage 
him,  by  a promise  of  pardon,  to  accuse  Mr. 
Harley. 

“ Swift,  iuhis  Examiners,  has  several  passages 
to  this  purpose.  In  No.  32,  for  March  15, 
1710-11,  he  writes  thus:  “And  here  it  may 
be  worth  observing,  how  unanimous  a concur- 
rence there  is  between  some  persons,  once 
great  in  power,  and  a French  papist  [Guis- 
card]  both  agreeing  in  the  great  end  of  taking 
away  Mr.  Harley’s  life,  though  differing  in 
their  methods  ; the  first  proceeding  by  suborn- 
ation, the  other  by  violence  ; wherein  Guis- 
card  seems  to  have  the  advatuage,  as 
aiming  no  further  than  his  life,  while  the  other 
designed  to  destroy,  at  once,  both  that  and  his 
reputation.  The  malice  of  both  against  this 
gentleman  seems  to  have  risen  from  the  same 
cause,  his  discovering  designs  against  the  go- 
vernment. It  was  Mr.  Harley,  who  detected 
the  treasonable  correspondence  of  Gregg,  and 
secured  him  betimes,  when  a certain  great  man, 
who  shall  be  nameless,  had,  out  of  the  depth 
of  his  politics,  sent  him  a caution  to  make  his 
escape,  which  would  certainly  have  fixed  the 
appearance  of  guilt  upon  Mr.  Harley;  but, 
when  that  was  prevented,  they  would  have 
enticed  the  condemned  criminal  with  the  pro- 
mise of  a pardon,  to  write  and  sign  an  accusa- 
tion agsinstthe  secretary.  But,  louse  Gregg’s 
own  expression,  his  death  was  nothing  near  so 
ignominious,  as  would  have  been  such  a life, 
that  must  have  been  saved  by  prostituting  his 
conscience.”  Dr.  Swift  repeats  the  same  charge 
in  the  Examiner,  No.  33,  and  was  answered  in 
the  Medley,  No.  26,  and  in  a pamphlet  printed 
in  17 11  in  8vo,  intitled,  A Letter  to  the  Seven 
Lords  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  examine 
Gregg-*  Tindal. 

* “ A few  days  after  this  breach  at  court,” 
[See  the  note  at  p.  662,]  “ the  nation  was  sud- 
denly alarmed  with  the  news  of  an  Invasion. 
The  French  king,  to  retaliate  the  late  attempt 
upon  Toulon,  resolved  to  carry  the  war  into 
Great  Britain,  by  sending  the  pretended  prince 
gf  Wales  to  Scotland  with  a fleet  and  army, 
to  possess  himself  of  that  kingdom,  being  in- 
duced thereto  by  the  hope  jpvcn  him,  that 
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the  pretended  prince  of  Wales  being  come  to 
Dunkirk  for  that  purpose.”  The  Letters  and 
Extracts  relating  thereunto,  being  read,  it 
was  unanimously  resolved  to  present  an  Ad- 
dress tc  her  majesty,  to  whith  they  desired  the 
House  of  Lords  to  give  their  concurrence,  and 
botli  Houses  waited  the  next  day  on  the  queen 
with  it,  as  follows  : 

“ We  your  majesty’s  most  faithful  and  obe- 
dient subjects,  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Tempo- 
ral, and  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  par- 
liament assembled,  do  beg  leave  to  return  our 
most  hearty  thanks  to  your  majesty,  for  being 

the  Scots  were  so  highly  discontented  on  ac- 
count of  the  Union,  as  to  he  ripe  for  a revolt, 
and  ready  to  join  him  on  his  arrival  amongst 
them.  The  necessary  preparations  for  the  ex- 
pedition were  carried  on  at  Dunkirk  with  all 
imaginable  diligence,  and  with  such  secresy, 
that  the  design  was  rather  guessed  at  than 
known,  till  the  Pretender  himself  set  out  from 
St.  Germains,  when  it  was  no  longer  a mystery, 
that  he  intended  to  make  a descent  upon  Scot- 
land. The  day  before  his  departure,  the  French 
king  went  to  St.  Germains  to  take  his  leave 
of  him,  and  wish  him  success ; presented  him 
with  a sword  enriched  w it  h diamonds  of  a con- 
siderable value,  aud  desired  him  always  to 
remember  that  it  was  a French  sword.  The  che- 
valier de  St.  George  (for  this  was  the  name  the 
Pretender  assumed  in  this  adventure)  answered 
the  compliment  with  assuring  him,  That,  if  it 
was  his  good  fortune  to  get  possession  of  the 
throne  of  his  ancestors,  he  would  not  content 
himself  with  returning  him  thanks  by  letters 
and  embassadors,  but  would  shew  his  gratitude 
by  deeds  : Nay,  be  would  come  in  person  to 
acknowledge  his  majesty’s  protection  and  as- 
sistance. To  which  the  French  king  replied. 
He  hoped  never  to  see  him  again.  Upon  his 
arrival  at  Dunkirk,  the  Pretender  was  furnished 
with  very  fine  tents,  a large  set  of  gold  and 
silver  plate  of  curious  workmanship,  cloaths 
for  his  future  life-guards,  liveries  for  his  hous- 
hold,  and  other  necessaries ; towards  the 
charge  of  which,  and  of  this  armament,  tiie 
pope  was  said  to  have  contributed  a consider- 
able sum  of  money.  The  Pretender’s  motto 
upon  the  colours  and  standards  were,  * Di<  u 
1 et  mon  droit/  ( God  and  my  right:*  * Nil 

* desperanduin  Christo,  duce  et  auspice  Chris- 

* to/  * J ought  not  to  despair,  since  Christ  is 
‘my  guide  and  helper:’  And  * Cui  vemi  et 

* mare  obediunt,  impera,  Domine,  et  fac  tran- 
1 quillitalein ‘ Thou,  Lord,  whom  the  winds 
1 and  sea  obey,  commnud,  that  it  be  cairn/ 
The  preparations  of  the  French  at  Dunkirk 
gave  great  uneasiness  to  the  States  General, 
who  concerted  with  the  British  ministers  the 
necessary  measures  for  dispelling  the  storm, 
which  seemed  to  threaten  her  Britannic  majes- 
ty’s dominions,  of  which  they  gave  timely  in- 
formation to  the  queen  ; ns  did  likewise  her 
envoy,  major-general  Cadogan,  who  had  early 
intelligence  of  the  design  from  a Jew  rcsiduig 
at  Dunkirk/'  Tindal. 
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graciously  pleased  to  communicate  to  your 
parliament,  the  intelligence  you  have  received 
of  an  intended  Invasion  of  this  kingdom,  by 
the  pretended  prince  of  Wales,  supported  by 
a French  power. — We  are  so  sensible  of  the 
happiness  we  enjoy  under  your  majesty,  and 
are  so  affected  with  the  dangerous  conse- 
quences of  such  an  attempt,  both  to  your 
person  and  government,  that  with  hearts  lull 
of  coucern  for  your  majesty’s  safety,  we  be- 
seech your  majesty,  that  you  will  be  pleased  to 
take  particular  care  of  your  royal  person  ; and 
we,  on  cur  parts,  are  fully  and  unanimously 
resolved,  to  stand  by,  and  assist  your  majesty 
with  our  lives  and  fortunes,  in  maintenance  of 
your  undoubted  right  and  title  to  the  crown  of 
these  realms,  against  the  pretended  prince  of 
"Wale.-,  and  all  other  your  enemies  botli  at 
home  and  abroad. — The  care  your  majesty 
has  takdi  for  the  defence  of  your  dominions, 
and  particularly  in  fitting  out  so  great  a fleet 
in  so  short  a time,  gives  satisfaction  and  en- 
couragement to  all  your  good  subjects,  who 
are  likewise  very  sensible  of  the  zeal  the 
States-geueral  have  shew  n upon  this  occasion.— 
-As  a farther  instance  of  our  duty,  we  humbly 
desire,  That  you  will  be  pleased  to  order  that 
the  law's  against  papists  and  nonjurors  be  put 
in  execution  ; and,  that  directions  be  given  to 
seize  and  secure  such  persous,  with  their  horses 
and  arms,  as  your  maje-ty^lmll  have  cause 
to  suspect  are  disaffected  10  your  person  and 
government. — And  as  we*  doubt  not  but,  by  the 
blessing  of  God  upoii  the  continuance  of  your 
majesty's  care,  your  enemies  will  be  put  to 
confusion,  so  we  readily  embrace  this  oppor- 
tunity, to  shew  your  majesty  and  the  whole- 
world,  (hat  no  attempts  of  this  kind  shall  deter 
us  from  supporting  your  majesty  in  a vigorous 
prosecution  of  the  pr<  sent  war  against  France, 
till  the.  monarchy  of  Spain  be  restored  to  the 
house  of  Austria,  and  your  majesty  have  the 
glory  to  complcat  the  recovery  of  the  liberties 
of  Europe.’* 

The  Queen's  Answer.]  To  this  Address  her 
majesty  was  pleased  to  give  this  Answer: 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen : I have  such 
entire  dependence  on  the  providence  of  God, 
and  so  much  trust  in  the  faithful  services  of  my 
good  subjects,  that  I bone  this  attempt  will 
prove  dangerous  only  to  those  who  undertake 
Jt. — I urn  extremely  sensible  of  your  concern 
and  affection  for  me  and  my  government,  and 
shall  have  a very  particular  regard  to  the  ad- 
vice you  give  me  upon  this  occasion. — I am 
also  very  well  pleased  with  the  justice  which 
you  have  dime  the  States-general,  in  inking 
notice  of  their  timely  core  for  our  safety,  and 
their  readititss  to  give  us  all  possible  assistance. 
— The  firm  resolution  which  you  express  upon 
all  occasions  of  supporting  me  in  bringing  this 
war  to  a safe  and  happy  conclusion  : as  it  is 
most  essentially  obliging  to  me,  so  I assure  my- 
self, it  will  mightily  dishearten  our  common 
enemies,  and  give  the  greatest  advantage  to  all 
Our  allies  ” 

The  Queen  s Speech  on  the  Miscarrirge  of  the 


intended  Invasion .]  March  11.  Uer  nttpsy 
came  to  the  House  of  I’eers  and  made  tbs 
Speech  to  both  Houses  : 

“ My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen;  I think  it  ne- 
cessary to  acquaint  you,  That  I have  received 
advices  this  morning  from  Osteud,  that  iLe 
French  fleet  sailed  from  Dunkirk,  Tuesday  a* 
three  in  the  morning,  northward,  with  the  Pre- 
tender on  board ; as  also  that  sir  George  Bing 
had  notice  of  it  the  same  day  at  ten:  and  be 
beiiitj  very  much  superior  to  the  enemy  both  ia 
number  and  strength,  I make  no  question  but, 
by  God's  blessing,  he  will  soon  be  able  to  pre 
a good  account  of  them.  I have  also  advice, 
that  ten  battalions  of  my  troops  were  embtrled 
at  Ostend,  ready  to  sail  with  their  convoy  as 
there  shall  be  occ&sion : And  I shall  continue 
to  take  all  proper  measures  for  disappointing 
the  enemy’s  designs.” 

The  Lords'  Address  of  Congratulation  tkert- 
en.]  March  12.  The  Lords  agreed  upon  the 
following  Address: 

“ We,  ^our  majesty’s  most  dutiful  and  obe- 
dient subjects  the  Lords  spiritual  and  temfwrjl 
in  parliament  assembled,  return  our  most  hum- 
ble thanks  to  your  majesty,  for  communicate? 
to  your  parliament  the  inulligeuce  received  of 
the  designs  of  the  Pretender  to  your  crown,  as- 
sisted by  the  French  king,  ana  for  what  joo 
have  already  done  towards  frustrating  tins  at- 
tempt.— We  humbly  beg  your  majesty  to  pur- 
sue* the  most  vigorous  methods  for  the  total 
disappointment  of  this  design;  in  which  »e 
firmly  assure  your  majesty  of  our  roust  hearty 
and  unanimous  concurrence.  We  doubt  not 
but  your  majesty  will  soon  see  such  a spirit, 
and  so  dutiful  a zeal,  amongst  your  subjects, 
will  entirely  dash  the  hopes  ol  the  Pretender, 
w ithout  diminishing  the  generous  assistance  you 
have  so  long  given  to  your  allies  for  support  o* 
the  common  liberty  of  Europe.  It  is  with  con- 
cern, and  with  just  indignation,  we  hear  of  & 
purpose  to  invade  your  dominions  with  so  in- 
considerable a force.  This,  as  it  must  depend 
upon  some  invitation  and  encouragement  from 
hence;  so  it  is  on  undeniable  proof,  that  nei- 
ther your  majesty’s  piety,  nor  the  mildnesioi 
your  government,  nor  the  successes  of  you* 
reign,  can  reconcile  some  men  to  the  prese  t 
establishment,  the  only  sure  foundation  of  our 
liberties,  and  the  protectant  religion  : We  hope 
your  majesty  will  always  have  a just  detesta- 
tion of  those  persons,  w ho,  at  a time  when  this 
hellish  attempt  was  a- foot,  and  so  near  brew- 
ing out,  were  using  their  endeavours  to  inure- 
present  the  actions  of  your  best  subjects,  and 
create  jealousies  in  your  majesty  of  those  who 
had  always  served  you  most  eminently  an<* 
faithfully.  And  we  beseech  your  majesty  not 
to  give  so  just  a cause  of  uneasiness  to  T^ur 
people,  as  to  suffer  any  such  hereafter  to  wre 
access  to  your  royal  person.— We  hope  for  tins 
good  effect  from  so  unhappy  an  occasion,  that 
the  universal  zeal,  which  will  appear,  ford * 

preservation  of  your  majesty’s  government  and 

the  Piotestant  Succession,  will  unite  ostocne 
another,  and  cure  our  mistakes  uid  ntfs*PPrt~ 
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Iicnsions,  which  hare  been  so  industriously  and 
maliciously  improved : But,  nevertheless,  we 
most  humbly  oiler  it  to  your  majesty,  ns  our 
opinion,  that  your  majesty  should  principally 
depend  upon  aud  encourage  those  who  have 
been  ever  since  the  Revolution  most  steady  and 
firm  to  the  interest  of  the  late  king,  and  ofyour 
majesty  during  your  happy  reign.” 

The  Queen’s  'Answer .J  The  queen  gave  this 
Answer : 

“My  Lords;  I am  extremely  sensible  of 
jour  zeal  and  concern  for  the  safety  of  my  per- 
son and  government ; and  very  well  pleased,  to 
find  your  thoughts  agree  so  exactly  with  mine, 
that  no  attempt  of  our  enemies  against  us  at 
home  should  divert  us  from  prosecuting  the  war 
abroad  with  the  greatest  vigour;  the  hopes  of 
which  has  probably  been  one  of  their  principal 
motives  to  so  presumptuous  an  undertaking. — 
As  I cannot  but  wish  there  were  not  the  least 
occasion  of  distinction  among  my  subjects ; so 
I must  always  place  my  chief  dependance  upon 
those  who  have  given  such  repeated  proofs  of 
the  greatest  warmth  and  concern  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  Revolution  •,  security  of  my  per- 
son, and  of  the  Protestant  Succession.” 

The  Commons ’ Adelrtts .]  The  Address  of  the 
Commons  was  as  follows : 

“ Most  gracious  Sovereign  ; We  your  ma- 
jesty’s most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Com- 
mons of  Great  Britain  in  parliament  assembled, 
humbly  wait  on  your  majesty,  to  express  the 
great  sense  wc  have  of  your  grace  and  favour, 
in  communicating  to  us  from  the  throne,  the 
account  of  the  French  king’s  persisting  to  in- 
vade vour  dominions,  and  to  impose  a Preten- 
der upon  these  realms,  over  which  your  majesty 
is  rightful  and  lawful  sovereign. — The  small 
number  of  ships  and  troops  with  which  this  pro- 
ject is  prosecuted,  notwithstanding  the  great 
naval  force  your  majesty  has  fitted  out  with  so 
much  expedition,  as  it  ought  to  he  regarded 
with  contempt  on  the  one  side,  so  on  the  other 
it  gives  us  just  cause  to  believe,  that  their  chief 

* “ The  queen  being  much  alarmed  with  the 
danger  of  this  invasion,  saw  with  what  falshoods 
she  Had  been  abused  by  those  who  pretended 
to  assure  her  there  was  not  now  a Jacobite  in 
the  nation.  For  this  reason  she  was  observed 
to  make  a remarkable  variation  in  her  stile. 
She  had  never  in  any  speech  mentioned  the 
Revolution,  or  those  who  had  been  concerned 
in  it.  Ar.d  many  of  those,  who  made  a consi- 
derable figure  about  her,  studied,  though  against 
all  sense  and  reason,  to  distinguish  her  title 
from  the  Revolution,  on  which  it  was  plainly 
founded,  and  on  nothing  else.  But  in  this  an- 
swer and  another  speech  she  named  the  Revo- 
lution twice,  and  said,  she  would  look  on  those 
concerned  in  it  as  the  surest  to  her  interests. 
She  also  fixed  a new  designation  on  the  pre- 
tended prince  of  Wales,  and  called  him  the  Pre- 
tender (particularly  in  her  speech  at  the,  close 
of  this  session)  and  he  was  so  called  in  a new 
set  of  Addresses,  which,  upon  this  occasion, 
were  made  to  the  queen."  Tiqdal. 
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dependence  i&  upon  some  of  your  subjects, 
whose  restless  passions  and  arbitrary  principles 
have,  for  some  years,  engaged  them  in  forming 
designs  to  undermine  and  destroy  the  most 
happy  establishment  that  the  government  of* 
this  Island  was  ever  founded  upon. — The  de- 
fence ofyour  majesty’s  person  and  government, 
and  the  support  of  the  Protestant  Succession, 
are  things  so  sacred  to  us  and  your  people,  that 
as  a demonstration  of  our  unfeigned  zeal  to  as- 
sist and  support  your  majesty  to  the  utmost  of 
our  power,  we  do,  in  the  name  of  the  Commons 
of  Great  Britain,  give  this  assurance,  that  what- 
soever charge  you  shall  be  at  by  augmenting 
your  troops  at  home,  and  replacing  those  you 
have  recalled  from  abroad,  or  for  such  other 
services  as  your  majesty  shall  judge  necessary 
upon  this  extraordinary  occasion,  shall  he  ef- 
fectually made  good.  And  we  humbly  recom- 
mend it  to  your  majesty,  that  the  severest  pu- 
nishments may  be  inflicted  upon  such  as  shall 
assist  in  so  dunatural  a design,  as  that  of  be- 
traying your  majesty  and  their  country,  so  we 
do  not  doubt  but  you  will  give  suitable  encou- 
ragement lo  all  those  who  shall  shew  their  fide- 
lity by  opposing  the  invader  and  his  accompli- 
ces in  Scotland,  or  wherever  the  descent  shall 
he. — Your  majesty  wants  no  incitement  to  a 
steady  prosecution  of  the  war  in  w hich  you  are 
engaged  for  the  common  cauxe ; yet  permit  us 
to  take  this  opportunity  to  entreat  your  majesty, 
that  this  enterprise  may  no  ways  divert  your 
constant  vigour,  that  all  the  world  may  sfee 
that  both  your  majesty  and  your  people  are  de- 
termined to  support  your  allies  in  all  parts, 
whatever  attempts  are  made  at  home. 

“ May  it  please  your  majesty.  There  can 
be  nothing  so  dangerous  or  fatal  to  the  safety 
ofyour  royal  person,  and  the  security  of  the 
present  happy  establishment,  as  those  persons 
who  endeavour  to  create  divisions  and  animo- 
sities among  your  faithful  subjects,  or  by  any 
artful  methods  lessen  the  just  esteem  your  ma- 
jesty has  for  those  who  have  so  eminently  and 
in  so  distinguishing  a manner  commanded  your 
armies  and  managed  vour  treasure,  to  the  ho- 
j nour  and  glory  of  your  majesty  abroad,  and 
{ the  entire  satisfaction  of  your  people  at  home: 
i<  We  therefore  humbly  beg  leave  to  beseech 
your  majesty  to  discountenance  all  such  per- 
sons and  designs,  in  the  most  remarkable  man- 
| ner.” 

The  Queen* t Answer.]  The  queen’s  Answer 

was : 

“ Gentlemen  ; I give  you  my  hearty  thank* 
for  this  repeated  assurance  and  certain  proof 
of  your  zeal  for  me,  and  for  the  Protestant  Suc- 
cession. I am  glad  your  thoughts  of  the  war 
abroad,  so  perfectly  agree  with  my  firm  reso- 
lution upon  that  subject.  You  may  depend 
that  no  apprehensions  (farther  than  are  reason- 
able) shall  have  any  influence  on  my  measures 
while  the  cause  of  religion  aud  liberty,  with  the 
good  affections  of  my  people,  are  on  iny  side.— 
i think  all  who  endeavour  to  make  division* 
among  my  faithful  subjects,  must  he  mine  and 
the  kingdom’*  enemies ; and  I shall  never  coun- 
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tenance  any  persons  wbo  would  go  about  to 
lessen  the  just  esteem  which  l have  for  those 
who  have  done,  and  continue  to  do  me  the  most 
eminent  services.” 

March  19.  The  Commons  having  addressed 
the  Queen  for  the  payment  of  the  Arrears  due 
to  the  French  regiments  that  served  in  the  late 
war,  next  day  unanimously  resolved,  “ That 
whoever  designedly  endeavoured  to  destroy  or 
lessen  the  public  Credit,  especially  at  a time 
when  the  kingdom  was  threatened  with  an  inva- 
sion, was  guilty  of  a high  crime  and  misde- 
meanour, and  an  enemy  to  her  majesty  and  her 
kingdom.” 

The  Queen's  Speech  at  the  Close  of  the  Ses- 
sion.] April  1.  The  queen  came  to  the  House 
of  Peers,  and  after  giving  the  royal  assent  to  1C 
public  and  17  private  Acts,  made  the  following 
Speech  to  both  Houses  : 

« My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  ; I cannot  con- 
clude this  Session,  without  acknowledging  the 
wise  and  speedy  provisions  which  you  have 
made  for  the  public  security. 

“ Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons ; 
I am  also  to  thank  you  in  particular,  for  the 
large  and  timely  supplies  which  you  have  pro- 
vided for  the  etfectual  prosecution  of  the  war. 
I assure  you,  they  shall  he  carefully  and  punc- 
tually applied  for  the  uses  for  which  they  are 
appointed. 

“ My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen  ; I take  these 
(especially  at  this  juncture)  to  he  such  undeni- 
able proofs  of  your  zeal  and  affection  to  my 
service,  as  must  fully  convince  every  body  of 
your  doing  me  the  justice  to  believe,  that  all 
which  is  dear  to  you  is  perfectly  safe  under  my 
government,  and  must  he  irrecoverably  lost, 
if  ever  the  designs  of  a Popish  Pretender,  bred 
up  in  the  principles  of  the  most  arbitrary  go- 
vernment, should  take  place.— I am  satisfied, 
that  very  fulse  representations  of  the  true  in- 
clinations and  interests  of  my  people,  must 
have  been  made  by  some  of  my  subjects,  who 
have  given  encouragement  to  this  desperate  at- 
tempt ; since,  without  something  of  that  nature, 
it  seems  very  little  consisting  with  the  usual 
precautions  of  our  enemies,  to  hazard  the  ex- 
pence  and  disappointment  of  so  vain  and  ill- 
grounded  an  undertaking. — However,  it  is  cer- 
tain, we  must  be  all  inexcusable,  if  we  do  not 
take  warning  from  this  attempt,  to  complete 
what  may  he  necessary  for  our  security  at  home, 
aud  the  discoui  aging  the  like  tor  the  future ; 
to  which,  by  God’s  blessing,  nothing  shall  he 
wanting  on  my  part. — And,  to  the  same  eud,  1 
must  recommend  to  you,  at  yoor  return  into 
your  several  counties,  to  use  your  utmost  care 
and  diligence  in  putting  the  laws  in  execution 
against  papists,  and  all  others  disaffected  to 
my  government,  and  in  making  them  pay 
towards  the  public  taxes  to  the  fullof  what  the 
law  requires  from  them  : Nothing  being  more 
reasonable,  than  that  they,  who  by  their  prin- 
ciples and  practices  encourage,  if  not  actually 
foment,  such  disturbances,  should  doubly  con- 
tribute to  the  charge  of  quieting  them,  and  se- 
curing the  kingdom’s  peace,  and  should  knosv 


themselves  on  all  such  occasions  to  be  respon- 
sible for  the  many  inconveniencies  that  way 
ensue.” 

Then  the  Lord  Chancellor,  by  her  majesty’s 
command,  said,  u My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
Her  majesty’s  royal  will  aud  pleasure  is,  That 
this  parliament  shall  he  prorogued  to  Tuesday 
the  13th  day  of  this  instant  April  ; and  tin» 
parliament  is  prorogued  accordingly.” 

Principal  Occurrences  durino  the 
Rec  e'js — The  Pat  liament  dissolved — Lord  Grif- 
fin  and  others  committed  to  the  Tower— Pro- 
motions— The  first  Privy  Council  of' Great  Bri- 
tain— The  Morocco  Ambassador  confined- 
Death  and  Character  of  Prince  Gcor^t 
of  Denmark — Promotions — Duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough's interest  uith  the  Queen  declines— Sum- 
mer Campaign. 

“ Then  the  parliament  was  prorogued  to  the 
1 3th  of  April;  and,  two  days  after,  was  dis- 
solved by  proclamation,  and  writs  were  issued 
out  for  the  elections  of  a new  parliament.  0a 
the  26th  of  April,  a proclamation  was  publish- 
ed, commanding  all  the  peers  of  North-Briuin 
to  assemble  at  Ilolyrood  house  in  Ediuborzb, 
the  17th  of  June,  to  nominate  and  chuse,  oj 
open  election,  the  sixteen  peers,  who  were  to 
sit  and  vote  in  the  House  of  Peers,  in  the  aw- 
ing parliament  of  Great-Britain,  pursuant  totbe 
twenty-second  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  Union; 
and  accordingly  the  dukes  of  Hamilton,  Mont- 
ross,  and  Roxburgh;  the  marquis  of  Lothian; 
and  the  carls  of  Orkney,  Crawford,  Rothes, 
Leven,  Mar,  Loudoun,  VVemys,  Rosebery, 
Glasgow,  Nortliesk,  Scafieid,  and  Hay ; sotce 
of  whom  were  justly  suspected  of  disaffecuos 
to  the  present  settlement.  But  in  England,  tU 
just  fears  and  visible  dangers,  to  which  the  at- 
tempt of  the  invasion  had  exposed  die  natioa, 
had  so  good  an  effect,  that  the  election!,  for  tl* 
most  part,  fell  on  men  well-affected  to  the  go- 
vernment, and  zealously  set  against  the  rre* 
tender. 

“ Four  days  after  the  dissolution  of  the  par- 
liament, Edward  Gridin,  late  lord  Griftin,  John 
lord  Clermount,  and  Charles  Middleton,  two 
sons  of  the  earl  of  Middleton,  and  cofont* 
Francis  Wauchope,  who  had  been  taken  on 
board  the  Salisbury,  were  brought  up  to  l°n* 
don ; and,  having  been  examined  by  a com* 
mittee  of  the  privy-council,  were  cornouuw 
prisoners  to  the  lower  for  high-treasoo,  bi 
warrant  of  the  earl  of  Sunderland,  secretary 
state;  and,  two  days  after,  the  Iriih  officers, 
taken  also  on  board  the  same  ship,  were,  lot 
the  same  crime,  committed  to  Ne«g*tc- 
Several  persous  were  likewise  seized  in  Scot* 
laud,  and  sent  up  to  London. 

“ The  removal  of  Mr.  Secretary  Ilarley 
ing  occasioned  some  other  vacancies,  Kobffj 
Walpole,*  a gentleman  of  quick  parts  & 

* “ After  some  unavailing  struggles  Ha*-e5 
was  dismissed  from  the  office  of  Secretary 
State,  and  succeeded  by  Henry  Boyle,  after- 
wards lord  Carieton,  who  proved  hi*  lflcnfli  t 
for  Walpole,  by  appointing  his  brother,  llorac*, 
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masterly  eloquence,  was,  in  Mr.  St.  John's  ! 
room,  oiade  secretary  at  war  : and  the  place 
of  secretary  to  the  marines,  which  had  been 
likewise  held  by  Mr.  St.  John,  was  given  to 
Mr.  J osi ah  Burchet.  Some  time  after,  the 
queen  delivered  to  the  earl  of  Cholinondley  the 
s’.atf  of  comptroller  of  her  houshold ; and,  about 
the  middle  of  April,  her  majesty  made  a promo- 
tion of  general  officers,  by  which  the  earl  of 
Rivers  was  advanced  to  the  post  of  general  of 
the  horse. — Some  time  before,  orders  and  com- 
missions were  delivered  for  new-raising  the 
regiments  of  Montjoy,  Gorges,  A hut,  Mor- 
daunt,  Wade,  Maccartoey,nnd  lord  Mark  Kerr, 
idiich  suffered  most  at  the  battle  of  Almanza; 
and  their  officers,  who  were  prisoners  in  France, 
were  supplied  by  others.  About  the  same 
time,  the  earl  of  Wetnys  and  sir  John  Leake 
were  added  to  the  lord  high-admiral's  council. 
On  the  52d  of  April,  her  majesty  nominated 
Dr.  William  Fleetwood  to  the  bishopric  of  St. 

hi*  private  secretary  ; and  the  subsequent  no- 
amiition  of  lord  Somers  to  the  presidentship  of 
the  council,  completed  the  triumph  of  the 
party.  Walpole  himself  was  not  overlooked  in 
the  change,  lie  was  selected  by  Marlborough 
w the  most  proper  person  to  succeed  his  fa- 
f°uri;e,  St.  John,  in  the  delicate  office  of  Secre- 
tary at  War;  an  office  which  required  a person 
of  no  less  prudence  than  ability.  During  the 
absence  of  Marlborough,  the  Secretary  at  War 
transacted  the  business  of  the  department  per- 
sonally with  the  queen  ; lie  was  to  correspond 
officially  and  confidentially  with  the  com- 
H^oder  in  chief ; and  had  the  difficult  task  to 
conediate  the  capricious  temper  of  the  duchess 
Marlborough,  who  interfered  in  all  busi- 
ness, governed  her  husband  with  the  most  ab- 
*°lute  iway,  and  who  now  treated  the  queen 
w‘tb  those  marks  of  disrespect,  which  finally 
occasioned  her  own  disgrace,  and  the  fall  of 
tbe  Whig  administration. — On  the  decease  of 
Thomas  Littleton,  Walpole  was  appointed 
ireasurerof  the  Navy,  which  office  he  held  for 
* ^rt  tune,  with  that  of  Secretary  at  War. 
1°  addition  to  his  parliamentary  abilities,  Wal- 
endeared  himself  to  Godolphin  by  activity 
and  punctuality  in  business,  order  and  precision 
accounts,  great  knowledge  of  finance,  and 
. lQ°st  engaging  manners.  The  treasurer  ad- 
toitted  him  into  his  most  secret  councils,  cn- 
trusted  him  with  the  delicate  office  of  compos- 
es the  speeches  from  the  throne,  and  from  the 
lf®c  °f  Harley’s  resignation,  committed  to  him 
management  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

- othing  will  place  the  prudent  and  conciliating 
rjracter  of  the  young  senator  in  a stronger 
'•jht,  than  that  Godo|phin  and  Marlborough, 
ne^r  cordially  coalesced  with  the  Whigs, 
take  into  their  confidence,  one  who  had 
Kwed  himself,  and  still  continued  to  prove 
®selt,  so  ardently  attached  to  that  party;  at 
* same  time  he  was  so  far  from  forfeiting  the 
JTourof  the  Whigs,  that  he  was  equally  belov- 
t *nd  trusted  by  their  leaders."  Coxe’s  Wal- 
pole. ' 
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Asaph,  vacant  by  the  death  of  Dr.  Beveridge, 
and  sir  William  Giffard  was  appointed  governor 
of  Greenwich  hospital;  and  liugh  Boscawea 
warden  of  the  stannaries. 

“ The  Scotch  privy-council  being  dissolved 
by  virtue  of  the  late  act,  entitled,  * An  Act  for 
‘ rendering  the  Union  of  the  two  kingdoms 
* more  inure  and  complete,*  the  queen,  on  the 
10th  of  May,  appointed  the  first  Privy-Council 
of  Great-Bntain ; consisting  of,  The  archbishop 
of  Canterbury ; William,  lord  Cowper,  lord- 
chancellor  of  Great-Britaiu  ; Sidney,  carl  of 
Godolphin,  lord-high  treasurer  ; Thomas,  earl 
of  Pembroke,  lord-president;  John,  duke  of 
Newcastle,  lord-privy-seal;  William,  duke  of 
Devonshire,  lord-steward  ; James,  duke  of  Or- 
mond, Henry,  marquis  of  Kent,  lord-chamber- 
lain; James,  earl  of  Derby,  'lhomas,  earl  of 
Stamford,  Charles,  earl  of  Sunderland,  principal 
secretary  of  state;  Charles  Bodvile,  earl  of  Rad- 
nor, Charles,  earl  of  Berkeley,  Francis,  earl  of 
Bradford,  Hugh,  earl  of  Cholmomlley,  Henry, 
lord  bishop  of  London,  William,  lord  Dart- 
mouth, Henry  Boyle,  principal  secretary  of 
state ; Thomas  Coke,  vice-chamberlain ; sir  John 
Trevor,  master  of  the  rolls ; sir  Thomas  Trevor, 
lord-chief-justice  ; sir  Charles  Hedges,  James 
Vernon,  John  Howe,  Thomas  Erie.  At  the 
same  time  John  Povey,  Edward  Southwell,  and 
Christopher  Musgravc  were  sworn  clerks  of  the 
council. 

“ On  the  15th  of  May,  the  lord  Griffin,  one 
of  the  prisoners  taken  on  board  the  Salisbury* 
being  attainted,  by  outlawry  for  high-treason, 
committed  in  the  reign  of  king  William,  was 
brought  to  the  bar  of  the  Queen’s  bench,  and, 
after  reading  of  the  outlawry,  being  asked. 
What  he  had  to  say,  why  execution  should  not 
be  awarded  against  him  ? He  said,  in  his  de- 
fence, ‘ That  he  was  neither  in  arras,  nor  in 
council  with  the  enemy ; but  was  forced  by 
the  French  coart  upon  the  expedition,  intirely 
against  his  judgment  and  inclination,  notwith- 
standing he  had  expressed  his  dislike  of  it,  us  a 
rash  and  foolish  attempt ;’  adding,  ‘ That  he 
threw  himself  at  the  queen's  feet  for  mercy, 
and  hoped  the  favour  of  the  court.'  His  de- 
fence being  judged  intirely  foreign  to  the  out- 
lawry upon  which  he  was  brought  to  the  bar, 
the  court  made  a rule  for  his  execution,  as  is 
usual  in  such  cases  : But  though  the  queen  was 
prevailed  with  to  sign  the  warrant  for  sentence 
to  pass  upon  him,  a reprieve,  however,  for  a 
fortnight,  was  sent  the  night  before  to  the 
Tower ; and  that,  expiring  the  last  day  of  June, 
was  then  renewed,  and  afterwards  continued 
from  month  to  month,  till  he  died  a natural 
death  in  the  Tower,  about  two  years  after. 

“ On  the  20th  of  May,  Meinhnrd,  duke  of 
Schomberg,  and  John  Smith,  late  Speuker  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  who,  about  this  rime, 
was  constituted  Under-Treasurer  and  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  in  the  room  of  Mr. 
Secretary  Boyle,  were  sworn  of  the  privy-codn- 
cil,  as  was  the  duke  of  Somerset  a week  after ; 
and,  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  same  month, 
the  duke  of  Queensberry  was  made  a*  petr:  of 
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Great-Britain  by  (be  title  of  baron  of  Rippon, 
and  marquis  of  Beverly  iu  the  county  of  York, 
and  duke  of  Dover  in  (lie  county  of  Kent. 

“ In  the  month  of  July,  an  ambassador  from 
the  emperor  of  Fez  and  Morocco  arrived  in 
Great- Britain  with  a present  of  six  lions  for  the 
queen  ; but  upon  his  coming  to  Hammersmith 
near  London,  be  was  put  under  an  easy  con- 
fiiigment  by  way  of  reprisal  for  the  restraint  put 
upon  captain  Delavnl,  the  queen's  envoy  in 
that  country,  before  he  reached  that  court ; 
which  happened  upon  a false  report,  that  some 
ill  usage  had  been  offered  to  Unmet  Ben  Hamet 
Cardenas,  the  late  Morocco  ambassador  here. 
But,  upon  better  information,  the  captain  was 
released,  as  was  also  the  Morocco  ambassador. 
However  the  British  envoy  did  not  think  fit  to 
go  in  person  to  the  court  of  Morocco,  and  only 
sent  thither,  with  her  majesty’s  letter  and  pre- 
sent, Mr.  Corbiere,  his  secretary,  who  was  re- 
ceived with  great  demonstration  of  respect. 

u About  this  time  an  indignity  oifered  in 
London  to  count  de  Matucof,  the  Muscovite 
ambassador,  was  highly  resented,  not  otdy  by 
himself,  but  also  by  all  concerned  in  the  pre- 
servation of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  public 
ministers.  Thoums  Morton,  a laceman  in 
King-street,  Covcnt-Garden,  and  some  other 
tradesmen,  to  whom  the  ambassador  owed  seve- 
ral sums  of  money,  amounting  in  the  whole  to 
about  300/.,  finding  he  had  taken  his  audience 
of  leave,  and  being  apprehensive,  that  he  w ould 
leave  the  kingdom  without  paying  his  debts, 
though  n merchant  in  the  city,  trading  to  Mus- 
covy, had  set  a day  for  satisfying  most  of  them, 
held  several  consultations  together,  and  at  last 
resolved  to  arrest  him ; w Inch  was  done  ac- 
cordingly, on  the  2 1st  of  J uly,  in  the  open  street, 
with  several  aggravating  circumstances.  For 
the  ambassador,  not  knowing  at  first  the  rea- 
son of  his  being  seized,  imagining  lie  was  set 
upon  by  villains,  struggled  in  his  own  defence, 
and  was  ill-used  and  overpowered  by  the  bai- 
liffs, vvho  carried  him  to  a spunging-  house  at 
the  sign  of  the  Black  Raven,  where  he  was 
detained  till  the  earl  of  Feversham  and  a mer- 
chant of  the  city  had  bailed  him.  The  ambas- 
sador, incensed  at  this  insult,  in  violation  of 
the  laws  of  nations,  applied  himself  for  re- 
dress to  the  government;  and  the  next  day 
wrote  a letter  to  Mr.  Secretary  Boyle,  wherein 
lie  urged, u That  the  queen,  who  was  so  jealous 
of  the  respect  due  to  the  ambassadors  of 
crowned  beads,  and  had  so  gloriously  vindi- 
cated the  honour  of  the  earl  of  Manchester, 
her  ambassador  at  Venice,  and  caused  a rigo- 
rous punishment  to  he  inflicted  on  the  officers 
of  the  custom-house,  some  of  whom  were  set 
in  the  pillory,  and  others  condemned  to  the 
gallies,  only  for  insulting  the  gentlemen  of  his 
retinue,  could  not  but  most  justly  revenge  the 
affront  lately  put  upon  him  by  a corporal  punish- 
ment. That  count  Zobor,  who  was  delivered 
up  to  the  discretion  of  the  king  of  Sweden  for 
picking  a quarrel  with  his  envoy,  likewise  af- 
forded an  instance  of  the  satisfaction  he  re- 
quired, as  being  desirous  of  nolbiug  with 
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greater  earnest,  than  to  avoid  all  the  ill  conse- 
quences of  this  affair.  For  in  case  the  crimi- 
nals were  connived  at,  under  any  colour  what- 
soever, lie  should  be  obliged  to  take  other 
measures,  and  retire  without  recredcimal?, 
leaving  the  whole  matter  to  the  management 
of  his  Czarisb  majesty,  his  master,  as  the  pro- 
tector of  his  injured  honour,  and  of  bis  abused 
minister.” 

u At  the  same  time  count  Gallas,  die  em- 
peror’s envoy,  the  baron  Spanheim,  anibassadur 
i’rom  the  king  of  Prussia,  and  several  otto 
foreign  ministers,  thinking  themselves  concerned 
in  the  affront  put  upon  their  character,  de- 
manded a due  reparation  for  the  same:  all 
w hich  having  been  laid  before  the  queen,  who 
still  continued  at  Windsor,  she  expressed  n 
very  great  resentment  for  the  indignity  offend 
to  the  Muscovite  ambassador,  and  commanded 
an  extraordinary  council  to  be  summoned  oa 
the  2oth  of  July  on  that  occasion.  Mr. Mot- 
ton,  and  some  other  creditors,  with  the  attor- 
ney, bailiffs,  and’  other  persons  concerned  u 
the  arrest  of  the  ambassador,  having  been 
examined,  were  committed  to  the  custody  ot 
several  messengers,  and  ordered  to  be  prose- 
cuted with  the  utmost  severity,  according  to 
law.  The  next  day,  before  Mr.  Boyle 
returned  from  Windsor,  the  Muscovite  ambas- 
sador wrote  to  him  another  letter,  importing, 
“ That,  as  he  lud  not  received  any  testimony 
of  concern,  or  regret,  either  from  the  queen,  or 
any  of  her  ministers,  since  he  had  sent  bin  to 
! complaints  in  writing,  he  found  himself obhgw 
to  press  for  his  departure;  and  therefore  w- 
i treated  Mr.  Secretary  to  get  a passport  for 
him  ns  soon  as  possible.”  Mr.  Boyle  ac- 
quainted the  ambassador,  “ That  seven  of  tic 
principal  accomplices,  in  the  desperate  attempt 
upon  iiis  person,  were  committed  to  pn»®» 
and  under  prosecution,  by  order  of  the  pn*)- 
council,  who  were  to  meet  again  about  that 
affair  as  soon  as  possible.”  But  the  ambassador, 
being  impatient  to  leave  the  kingdom,  wrote* 
third  letter  on  the  27th  of  July  to  Mr.  Secre- 
tary, for  a passport  for  himself  and  family 
Mr.  Boyle  wrote,  two  days  after,  a letter  to 
the  ambassador,  acquainting  him,  “ That** 
had  that  morning  sent  him  tl»e  passport  be 
desired  : that  orders  had  been  issued  out  to 
the  officers  of  the  custom-house  to  wait  on  hi®, 
to  cause  his  equipages  to  be  transported  with- 
out any  molestatiou  ; and  he  hoped,  they  b*u 
already  done  that  to  his  satisfaction:  that  an 
extraordinary  meeting  of  the  queen's  p^J* 
council  was  to  be  held  iliat  day,  to  enquire  te- 
ther into  the  circumstances  of  that  dismiJ 
affair ; that  they  had  made  a strict  search  »ttff 
those,  who  were  any  pays  concerned  therein , 
and  had  caused  ten  o titers  to  be  apprehended: 
that  express  orders  had  been  given  again  to  tut 
attorney-general,  to  prosecute  tiie  seventeen 
persons  now  confined,  with  the  utmost  rigour, 
and  to  omit  nothing,  that  might  contribute 
towards  the  making  him  the  most  signal  repa* 
ration,  that  could  be,  according  to  our  la*- 
Notwithstanding  these  assurances,  the  arnba*- 
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safior  refused  the  ordinary  presents  made  to 
ministers  of  his  character,  which  were  offered 
him  by  the  queen,  and  retired  in  disgust  into 
Holland,  from  whence  he  transmitted  a memo- 
rial, with  a letter  from  the  czar  of  Muscovy  to 
the  queen,  dated  the  17th  of  September,  where- 
•M  (Wat  prince  demanded  no  Jess  than  **  that  a 
capital  punishment,  according  to  the  rigour  of 
the  law,  U.*  inflicted  oil  all  tbc  accomplices  of 
tii«;  indignity  put  upon  the  person  of  his  am- 
bassador; or,  at  least,  such  a one,  as  was  ade- 
quate to  the  nature  of  the  alfront,  which  every 
particular  person  pul  upon  the  ambassador.’1 
Sucb  a punishment  being  altogether  incon- 
sistent with  the  laws  of  England,  this  unlucky 
afftiir  gave  uo  small  uneasiness  to  the  queen 
and  ministers  *. 

“ On  the  28th  of  October,  about  ten  in  the 
forenoon,  died  prince  George  of  Denmark,  in 
the  56th  year  of  his  age,  after  he  had  been 
twenty-five  years  and  some  moutiv*  married  to 
the  queen.  He  had,  for  many  years,  been 
troubled  with  an  asthma,  and  sometimes  spit- 
ting of  blood,  which  often  endangered  his  life ; 
and,  about  three  mouths  before,  a dropsical 
humour,  with  which  he  had  been  formerly 
afiketed,  seized  his  legs  and  most  parts  of  his 
body.  This  was  attended  with  a sleepiness, 
cough,  and  an  increase  of  the  asthma;  and,  on 
Saturday  the  23d  of  October,  the  violence  of 
the  cough  produced  a spitting  of  blood,  and  an 
increase  of  the  sleepiness,  with  an  addition  of 
convulsive  motions  of  the  tendons ; which  symp- 
toms not  yielding  to  the  remedies  administered 
by  his  own  and  several  other  physicians,  lie 
fell  into  a suffocation,  and  which  neither  bleed- 
ing, nor  a vomit,  could  relieve  him,  so  that  he 
soon  after  expired.  The  queen,  who,  during 
the  whole  course  of  her  marriage,  had  been  a 
most  tender  and  uftectionate  wife  to  him,  in 
bis  last  illness,  which  lasted  some  years,  would 
never  leave  his  bed,  but  sat  up,  sometimes  half 
the  night  in  the  bed  by  him,  with  such  care 

• Mr-  Addison  gave  the  following  account 
of  this  affair,  in  a letter  to  the  earl  of  Man- 
cheater,  dated  at  the  Cock-pit,  Julv  23,  1708, 
O.  S.  and  published  in  Cole’s  Memoirs  of 
Affairs  of  State,  p.  546.  “We  had  an  un- 
lucky business  about  two  days  ago,  that  befel 
the  Muscovite  ambassador,  who  was  arrested 
going  out  of  his  house  and  rudely  treated  by 
the  bailiffs.  lie  was  then  upon  his  departure 
for  his  own  country,  and  the  suin  under  an  hun- 
dred pounds  that  stopped  him ; and,  what 
makes  the  business  worse,  he  has  been  punctual 
in  liis  payments,  and  had  given  order,  that  this 
very  sum  should  be  paid  the  day  alter.  How- 
ever, as  he  is  very  well  convinced,  that  the  go- 
vernment entirely  disapproves  such  a proceed- 
ing, there  are  no  ill  consequences  apprehended 
from  it.  Your  lordship  knows,  that  the  privi- 
leges of  ambassadors  are  under  very  little  re- 
gulation in  England  ; and  1 believe,  that  a bill 
will  be  promoted  in  the  next  parliament  for 
setting  litem  upon  a certain  foot ; at  least  it  is 

what  we  talk  of  in  both  offices  ou  this  occasion.” 
YUL.  YJ. 


and  concern  that  she  was  looked  on  very  de- 
servedly as  a pattern  in  this  respect.  The 
prince  was  duke  of  Cumberland, 'Lord  Higit- 
Admiral  of  Great  Britain  and  I relaud,  gene- 
ralissimo of  all  her  majesty’s  forces  both  by 
sea  and  land,  and  warden  of The  Cinque-ports. 
He  had  shewed  himself  brave  in  the  wars  both 
in  Denmark  and  in  Ireland,  llis  temper  was 
mild  and  gentle.  He  had  made  a good  pro- 
gress in  mathematics.  Hehad  travelled  through 
France,  Italy,  and  Germany,  and  knew  much 
more  than  he  could  well  express;  for  be  spoke 
acquired  languages  ill  nod' ungracefully.  He 
was  free  from  all  vice.  He  meddled  little  in 
business,  even  after  the  queen’s  accession  to 
the  crown.  lie  was  so  gained  by  the  Tories  by 
the  act  which  they  carried  in  his  favour,  that 
he  was  much  in  their  interest.  He  was  un- 
happily prevailed  with  to  take  on  him  the  post 
of  Lord  High-Admiral,  of  which  he  understood 
little,  but  was  fatally  led  hy  those,  that  had 
credit  with  him,  who  had  not  nil  of  them  Ids 
good  qualities,  but  had  both  an  ill  temper  and 
bad  principles.  His  being  bted  to  the  sea 
gained  him  some  credit  in  those  matters.  In 
the  conduct  of  our  affairs,  as  great  errors  were 
committed,  so  great  misfortunes  had  followed 
on  them.  As  soon  as  the  prince  had  resigned 
his  last  breath,  the  queen  came  from  Kensing- 
ton to  her  palace  at  St.  James’s,  where  she 
resided  the  whole  winter.  On  the  11th  of 
November,  the  body  of  his  royul  highness  was 
carried  from  Kensington,  to  the  Painted  Cham- 
ber, within  the  palace  of  Westminster,  where 
having  lain  instate  till  the  13th,  it  was  that 
night  interred  in  the  Abbey-church,  with  all 
the  pomp  consistent  with  a private  funeral. 

“ The  death  of  prince  George  occasioned 
some  alterations  at  court;  for  the  earl  of  Pem- 
broke was,  on  the  25th  of  November,  advanced 
to  the  post  of  Lord  Higli- Admiral,  which  he 
entered  on  with  great  uneasiness,  and  a just 
apprehension  of  the  difficulty  ol  maintaining  it 
well  in  u time  of  war.  He  was  at  that  tune 
both  lord-president  of  the  council,  and  lord- 
lieutenant  of  Ireland.  The  earl  ot  Wharton 
had  the  government  of  Ireland,  who  made  Mr. 
Addison  his  secretary,  and  the  lord  Somers 
was  made  lord-president  of  the  council.  I he 
great  capacity  and  inflexible  integrity  of  the 
lord  Sommers  would  have  made  his  promotion 
to  this  post  very  acceptable  to  the  V\  hi  s at 
any  juncture,  but  it  w as  most  particularly  so  at 
tins  lime;  for  it  was  expected,  that  proposi- 
tions for  a general  peace  would  be  quickly 
mode:  and  so  they  reckoned,  that  the  ma- 
nagement of  that,  upon  winch  not  only  the 
safety  of  the  nation,  but  of  all  Europe  ^lepeiid- 
lug,  was  in  sure, hands,  when  he  was  set  ut  the 
head  of  the  counsels,  upon  wrhom  neither  ill 
practices  nor  false  colours  were  like  to  make 
any  impres'iun.  Thus  the  mind6  ot  all  those, 
who  were  truly  zealous  for  the  present  consti- 
tution, were  much  quieted  by  tins  pro- 
motion, though  their  jealousies  had  a deep 
root,. and  were  not  easily  removed. 

M it  may  here  be  observed,  tlist,  notw  ithMuinl- 
3 B 
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ing  tlie  duke  of  Marlborough's  successes  this 
year,  ami  die  queen's  kind  letter  to  him  on  oc- 
casion of  his  victory  nt  Oudenard,*  his  interest 


with  her  began  greatly  to  decline,  through  tbe 
intrigues  of  Mrs.  Muduuu  and  Mr.  Harley,  ail 
the  summer*. 


* Tiie  letter  is  primed  in  the  Account  of  tbe 
duchess  of  Marlborough’s  Conduct,  and  was  as 
follows : 

" Windsor,  July  6,  1708. 
u I want  words  to  express  the  joy  I have, 
that  you  are  well  alter  your  glorious  success  ; 
for  which,  next  to  God  Almighty,  iny  thanks 
are  due  to  you.  And  indeed  I can  never  say 
enough  for  nil  the  great  and  faithful  services 
you  have  ever  done  me.  But  be  so  just  as  to 
believe,  I am  as  truly  sensible  of  them  as  a 
grateful  heart  can  be,  and  shall  be  ready  to 
shew  it  upon  all  occasions.  I hope  you  cannot 
doubt  of  ray  esteem  and  friendship  for  you,  nor 
think,  that,  because  I differ  with  you  in  some 
things,  it  is  for  w ant  of  either.  No,  1 do  assure 
you,  if  you  were  here;  lam  sure  you  would 
not  think  me  so  much  in  the  wrong  in  some 
things,  ns  I fear  you  do  now.  1 am  afraid  my 
letter  should  come  too  late  to  London,  and 
therefore  dare  say  no  more,  but  that  I pray 
God  Almighty  to  continue  his  protection  over 
you,  and  send  you  safe  home  again,  and  be  as- 
sured l shall  ever  be  sincerely 

Your  humble  servant.” 
To  this  the  Duke  answered  : 

“ Madam  ; July  23,  1700. 

“ I have  the  honour  of  your  majesty’s  letter 
of  the  6th,  and  am  very  thankful  for  all  your 
goodness  to  me.  And  I nin  sure,  it  will  he 
always  my  intention,  as  well  as  my  duty,  to  be 
ready  to  venture  my  life  for  your  service. 

li  As  I hud  formerly  told  your  majesty,  that 
1 am  desirous  to  serve  you  in* the  army,  hut  not 
as  a minister,  I am  every  day  more  and  more 
confirmed  in  that  opinion.  And  I think  my- 
self obliged  upon  all  accounts  on  this  occasion 
to  speak  my  mind  freely  to  vou.  The  circum- 
stances in  this  last  battle,  l think,  shew  the 
hand  of  God;  for  we  were  obliged,  not  only 
to  march  five  leagues  that  morning,  hut  to  pass 
a river  before  the  enemy,  and  to  engage  them 
before  the  whole  army  was  pussed,  which  was 
a visible  mark  of  the  favour  of  heaven  to  you 
and  your  arms. 

“ Your  majesty  shall  he  convinced  from  this 
time,  that  I have  no  ambition,  or  any  thing  to 
ask  for  myself  or  family.  But  I will  end  the 
few  years,  which  I have  to  live,  in  endeavour- 
ing to  serve  you,  npd  to  give  God  Almighty 
thanks  for  his  infinite  goodness  to  me.  But, 
as  l have  taken  this  resolution  to  myself,  give  me 
leave  to  say,  that  I think  you  are  obliged  in 
conscience,  and  as  a good  Christian,  to  forgive, 
aud  to  have  no  more  resentments  to  any  parti- 
cular person  or  party,  but  to  make  use  of  such 
as  will  carry  on  this  just  war  with  rigour;  which 
is  the  only  way  to  preserve  our  religion  and  li- 
berties, and  the  crown  on  your  head.  Which 
that  you  may  long  enjoy,  and  be  a blessing  to 
your  people,  shall  be  the  constant  wish  and 
prayer  ot  him,  that  is  with  tbe  greatest  truth 
and  duty,  Madam,  &c.” 


* The  Duchess  of  Marlborough,  in  the  Ac- 
count of  her  Conduct,  p.  206,  observes,  that  the 
duke  was  perfectly  sensible  of  the  change  ia 
her  majesty  towards  him  ; and,  having  ex- 
plained of  it  in  a letter  to  tbe  duchess,  she  sent 
that  letter  to  the  queen,  inclosed  ia  tbe  know- 
ing one  from  herself : 

“ I cannot  help  sending  your  majesty  this 
letter,  to  shew  how  exactly  lord  Marlborough 
agree  with  me  in  my  opinion,  that  he  has  uow 
no  interest  with  you ; thougli  when  I said  so  in 
the  church  on  Thursday  (August  19,  1708,)  you 
were  pleased  to  say  it  was  untrue.  And  yet 
I think  he  will  be  surprized  to  hear,  that  when 
I had  taken  so  much  pain  to  put  your  jewels  in 
away,  that  I thougnt  you  would  like,  Mrs. 
Mas  bam  could  make  you  refuse  to  wear  the® 
in  so  unkind  a manner ; because  that  was  a 
power  she  had  not  thought  fit  to  exercise  be- 
fore. I will  make  no  reflections  upon  it ; only 
that  I must  needs  observe,  that  your  majesty 
chose  a very  wrong  day  to  mortify  me,  when 
you  were  just  going  to  return  thanks  (or  a vic- 
tory obtained  by  lord  Marlborough.” 

In  answer  to  this,  the  queen  wrote  tin 
duchess  these  few  words : 

" Sundiy. 

u After  tbe  commands  you  gave  me  on  the 
Thanksgiving-day  of  not  answer  ingjou,  I should 
not  have  troubled  you  with  these  lines,  but  to 
return  ihe  duke  of  Marlborough’s  letter  sale 
into  your  hauds,  and  for  tbe  same  reason  do 
not  say  any  thing  to  that,  nor  to  yours,  which 
inclosed  it.” 


Upon  receiving  this  Letter,  the  duchess wrot# 
again  as  follows  : 

t(  I should  not  trouble  your  majesty,  with 
any  answer  to  your  last  short  letter,  but  t® 
explain  what  you  seem  to  mistake  in  what  I 
said  at  church.  I desired  you  not  to  answer 
me  there,  for  fear  of  being  overheard.  And 
this  you  interpret,  as  if  I had  desired  you  not 
to  answer  me  at  all,  which  was  far  from 
intention.  For  the  whole  ead  of  my  writing  t® 
you  so  often,  was  to  get  your  answer  to  sewn! 
things,  in  which  we  differed,  that,  if  I wasio 
the  wrong,  you  might  convince  me  of  it,  I 

should  very  readily  have  owned  my  mistakes. 
But  since  you  have  not  been  pleased  to  shew 
them  to  me,  I flatter  myself,  that  I have  said 
| several  things  to  you  that  are  unanswerable 
And,  I hope  some  time  or  other  you  will  hod 
leisure  to  reflect  upon  them,  and  will  convince 
lord  Marlborough,  that  he  is  mistaken  in  think* 
ing,  that  he  has  no  credit  with  you,  by  hetrk- 
ening  sometimes  to  his  advice ; and  then,  i 
hope,  you  will  never  more  be  troubled  with 
disagreeable  letters  from  me:  for  l should  be 
much  better  pleased  to  say  and  do  every  thing 
you  like.  But  I should  think  mysel*  wanting 
m my  duty  to  you,  if  I saw  you  so  much  m 
the  wrong,  as  without  prejudice  or  passion  1 
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At  the  same  time  the  lord  Somers  was 
made  president  of  the  council;  the  archbishop 
of  York,  the  dukes  of  Montague  and  Montrose, 

really  think  you  are  in  several  particulars  I 
bare  mentioned,  and  did  not  tell  you  of  it : and 
the  rather  because  nobody  else  cares  to  speak 
oat  upon  so  ungrateful  u subject.  T he  word 
'command/  which  you  use  at  the  beginning  of 
your  letter,  is  very  unfitly  supposed  to  come 
from  me.  For  though  I bare  always  writ  to 
you  as  a friend,  and  lived  with  you  as  such  for 
so  many  years  with  ail  the  truth  and  honesty 
and  seal  for  your  service,  that  w as  possible ; 
yet  I shall  never  forget,  that  I am  your  sub- 
ject, nor  cease  to  be  a faithful  one." 

w Through  the  whole  summer  after  Mr.  Har- 
ley’s dismission,  the  queeu  continued  to  have 
secret  correspondence  wit!)  him.  And,  that 
ti*r»  might  be  the  better  managed,  she  staid  all 
die  sultry  season,  even  when  tlie  prince  was 
panting  for  breath,  in  that  small  house  she  had 
formerly  purchased  at  Windsor,  which,  though 
os  hot  as  an  oven,  was  then  said  to  be  cold, 
because  from  the  park  such  persons,  as  Mrs. 
Mftiham  had  a miad  to  bring  to  her  majesty, 
could  be  lei  in  privaetly  by  the  garden.  “ And 
when,"  (continues  the  duchess  of  Marlborough) 
“ upon  tlie  dentil  of  the  prince,  one  would 
hire  thought,  tliat  her  majesty's  real  grief 
would  have  made  her  avoid  every  place  and 
every  object,  that  might  sensibly  revive 
die  remembrance  of  her  loss,  she  chose 
for  her  place  of  retirement  bis  closet,  and 
for  some  weeks  spent  many  hours  in  it 
every  day.  I was  amazed  at  this  ; and,  when 
I spoke  to  lier  of  it,  she  seemed  surprized,  just 
like  a person  who  on  a sudden  become  sensi- 
ble of  her  having  done  something  she  would 
not  have  done,  had  she  duly  considered.  But 
the  troe  reason  of  her  majesty's  chusing  this 
closet  to  sit  in,  was,  that  the  backstairs  be- 
longing to  it  catue  from  Mrs.  Masham’s  lodg- 
ings, who  by  that  means  could  secretly  briitg 
to  her  whom  she  pleased.  And  that  a corre- 
spondence was  thus  carried  on  with  Mr.  Harley, 
became  every  day  more  and  more  manifest  by 
the  difficulties  and  objections,  which  her  ma- 
jesty had  learnt  to  raise  against  almost  every 
thing  proposed  by  her  ministers.  Nay,  it  is 
•ell  known  that  Mr.  Iiariey  and  his  associates, 
•lien  nt  length  they  had  compassed  their  de- 
igns, and  got  into  the  management  of  affairs, 
did  often  (both  in  their  cups  nod  out  of  them) 
boast,  that  they,  while  the  queen’s  ministers 
•tre  asleep,  were  frequently  at  court,  giving 
*dvice  in  secret,  how  to  perplex  them  in  all 
their  measures. 

. “ But  they  were  much  mistaken,  if  they 
ynogined,  that  their  proceedings  at  the  time 
I am  speaking  of  were  so  emi rely  covered. 
The  ministers  were  fully  convinced  of  the  truth, 
*<vl  frequently  represented  to  her  majesty, 
•hat  a discouragement  it  was  to  them  in  their 
todeavoors  for  her  service,  to  find,  that  she 
“*d  no  confidence  in  them,  but  was  influenced 
tythe  cuuuiel  of  others,  who  counter-worked 


the  earls  of  Bouden,  Rivers  and  Essex;  the  lord 
Ferrers  and  Mr.  Peregrine  Bertie,  were  sworn 
of  the  privy-couucil  ; as,  a little  before,  were 

them  in  every  instance.  Upon  this  subject  I 
myself  wrote  and  spoke  a greut  deal  to  her  with 
my  usual  plainness  and  zeal.  But  finding,  not 
only  that  I could  make  no  impression  on  her 
in  this  respect,  but  that  her  change  towards  me 
in  particular  was  every  day  more  and  more 
apparent,  I at  length  went  to  her,  and  begged 
to  know  what  ray  crime  was,  that  had  wrought 
in  her  so  great  an  alteration.  This  drew  from 
the  queen  a letter,  dated  October  26,  1709, 
wherein  she  charges  me  with  inveteracy  (as 
her  word  is)  against  poor  Mashnrn  ; and  with 
having  nothing  so  much  ut  heart  as  the  ruin  of 
my  cousin.  In  speaking  of  the  misunderstand- 
ing betwixt  her  majesty  and  me,  she  says,  they 
are  for  nothing,  that  she  knows  of,  but  because 
she  cannot  see  with  my  eyes,  and  hear  with  my 
ears.  And  adds,  that  it  is  impossible  for  rue 
to  recover  her  former  kindness,  but  that  she 
shall  behave  herself  to  me,  as  the  duke  of 
Marlborough’s  wife,  and  her  groom  of  the  stole. 
This  declaration  so  plain  and  express  of  her 
majesty's  thorough  change  towards  me  wag 
the  more  extraordinary,  as  in  this  same  letter 
are  these  words:  ‘you  have  asked  me  once  or 
twice,  if  you  had  committed  any  fault,  that  I 
was  so  changed  ; and  I told  you,  no,  because 
I do  not  think  it  a crime  in  any  one  not  to  be 
of  my  mind.*  Upon  the  receipt  of  letter,  I 
immediately  set  myself  to  draw  up  a lung  nar- 
rative of  a series  of  faithful  services  for  about 
2G  years  past ; of  the  great  sense,  the  queen 
formerly  had  of  my  services;  of  the  great  fa- 
vour I had  been  honoured  with  on  account  of 
them  ; of  the  use  I had  made  of  that  favour ; 
and  of  my  losing  it  now  by  the  artifice  of  my 
enemies,  and  particularly  of  one  whom  I had 
raised  out  of  the  dust.  And,  knowing  how 
great  a respect  her  majesty  had  for  the  w firings 
of  certain  eminent  divine*,  I added  to  my  nar- 
rative the  directions  given  by  the  author  of  the 
whole  Duty  of  Man  with  relation  to  friendship; 
the  directions  iu  the  Common  Prayer-book  be- 
fore tbeCommuniou  with  regard  to  reconcilia- 
tion, together  w ith  the  rulesl  aid  down  by  bishop 
Taylor  upon  the  same  head  : and  I concluded 
with  giving  my  word  to  her  majesty,  that,  if 
after  reading  these,  she  would  please  only  to 
'answer  in  two  words,  that  she  w as  still  of  the 
same  opinion,  as  when  she  wrote  that  harsh 
letter,  which  occasioned  her  this  trouble,  I 
would  never  more  give  her  the  least  trouble 
upon  any  subject,  but  the  business  of  my  office, 
ns  long  as  1 should  have  the  lionour  to  continue 
her  servant ; assuring  her,  that,  however  she 
might  be  changed  towards  me,  and  how  much 
soever  we  might  still  differ  in  opinion,  I should 
ever  remember,  that  she  was  my  mistress  and 
my  queen,  and  stiould  always  pay  her  th®  rea- 
spect due  from  a faithful  servant  and  dutiful 
subject.  I seat  from  St.  Albans  this  narra- 
tive, which  she  promised  to  read  and  answer. 
And,  teu  days  after,  writing  to  me  upoa 
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chief-justice  Holt,  the  fluke  of  Queensbury, 
the  earls  ofSenfield,  Scarborough,  and  Rapelngh, 
and  lord  Coniogsby.  The  earl  of  Cholmon- 
deley  was  made  treasurer  of  the  household  in 
the  room  of  the  earl  of  Bradford,  deceased, 
sir  Thomas  Felton  comptroller,  and  Mr.  Ed- 
mund Duncll  master  of  the  household.  Sir 
James  Montague  attorney  general,  and  Mr. 
Robert  Eyre  solicitor- general.  The  duke  of 
Dorset  was  appointed  the  3d  of  December, 
constable  of  Dover,  and  warden  of  the  Cinque 
Ports*” 

This  summer  was,  abroad,  distinguished  by 
the  victory  obtained  at  Oudcnaide,  which 
though  both  glorious  and  advantageous  to  the 
allies,  was  not  so  decisive  as  either  that  of 
Blenheim  or  Ramilhes,  the  French  making 
good  their  retreat  and  repelling  all  the  attempts 
that  were  made  to  put  them  into  confusion. — 
The  siege  of  Lisle,  one  of  the  strongest  places 
in  the  world,  was  next  undertaken  by  the  con- 
federate generals,  in  the  sight  of  an  army  su- 
perior to  their  own  ; which  had  posted  them- 
selves so  advantageously,  as  to  cut  off  all  com- 
munication between  the  besiegers  and  Brussels ; 
whereby  ammunition  of  all  sorts  began  to  fail ; 
and  the  consequences  might  have  been  greatly 
calamitous,  if  general  Webb  had  not,  with 
incredible  conduct  and  bravery,  both  covered 
the  grand  convoy  committed  to  his  charge,  and 
with  a party  of  but  6,000,  defeated  an  army  of 
between  23,  and  24,000,  which  had  been 
detached  to  make  sure  of  a supply  which  w as 
of  such  immediate  importance  to  the  confe- 
derates. But  the  merit  of  this  gallant  action 
was  by  Mr.  Cardonncl,  the  duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough s secretary,  ascribed  solely  to  lieutenant 
general  Cadogan,  who  did  not  come  up  till  it  was 
entirely  over,  and  the  enemy  retreating  in 
disorder;  without  the  least  mention  of  Mr. 
Webb,  who  thereupon  quitted  the  army  in 
disgust,  and  very  frankly  set  forth  the  injury 
which  had  been  done  him,  both  to  the  queen 
and  the  whole  nation.— In  this  interval  the 
elector  of  Bavaria  invested  Brussels,  but  was 
kept  at  bay  by  the  governor  and  garrison  till 
$hc  confederates  passed  the  Scheld  to  their 
relief : Upon  which  he  abandoned  the  siege  in 
confusion  leaving  his  artillery  and  wounded 
men  behind  him. — The  town  of  Lisle  had 
already  capitulated,  and  now  the  citadel  did 
the  same.  And  the  reduction  of  Ghent,  which 
h id  been  before  betrayed  to  the  French,  finished 

another  occasion,  she  said  she  had  not  leisure 
yet  to  read  all  my  papers,  but,  when  she  had, 
she  would  send  me  some  answer.  But  none 
ever  came,  nor  had  my  papers  any  appnrent 
effect  of  her  majesty,  except  that,  after  my 
coming  to  town,  as  she  was  passing  by  ine,  in 
order  to  receive  the  Communion,  she  looked 
with  much  good  nature,  and  very  graciously 
united  upon  w<?.  But  the  smile  and  pleasant 
look,  I hid  rea«on  afterwards,  to  think,  were 
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the  campaign  op  that  side. — In  Spain  the  duke 
of  Orleans  reduced  Tortosa,  Denin  aod  Ali- 
cant : but  to  countervail  these  advantages  sir 
John  Leake  conquered  Sardinia,  and  general 
Stanhope  Minorca  : and  in  the  West  Iudie* 
Commodore  Wnger  had  an  engagement  with 
the  Spanish  galleons,  in  which  the  admiral 
blew  up,  another  galleon  was  run  ashore,  ami 
the  rear-admiral  was  taken  ; being  mounted 
with  54  brass  guns,  and  her  lading  of  an  im- 
mense value. 


FIRST  SESSION  of  the  SECOND  PAR- 
LIAMENT of  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Meeting  of  the  New  Parliament .]  November 
16,  1708.  The  New  Parliament  met  this  day 
with  great  advantage  ; for  the  present  minstrj 
was  now  wholly  such  as  gave  an  entire  content 
to  nil,  who  wished  well  to  the  public  affairs ; 
and  the  great  successes  abroad  silenced  those 
who  were  otherwise  disposed  to  find  fault  and 
complaint.  The  queen  did  not  think  it  deceit 
to  cometo  parliament  during  this  whole  session ; 
and  therefore,  having  granted  a Commission 
under  the  great  seal,  appointed  the  archbishop 
of  Canterbury,  the  lord  chancellor,  the  lord 
treasurer,  the  lord-steward,  and  the  master  of 
the  horse,  to  represent  her  royal  person,  the 
Commons  were  desired  to  come  up  to  the  House 
of  Peers,  and  hear  the  commission  read.  Which 
done,  the  lord  chancellor  signified  to  the  Com- 
mons, that  they  should  immediately  proceed  M 
the  choice  of  a Speaker,  and  present  him  th« 
Thursday  following. 

Sir  Richard  Onflow  chosen  Speaker .]  The 
Commons  being  returned  to  their  House,  the 
lord  William  Powlet  moved  to  chuse  for  tki? 
Speaker  sir  Richard  Onslow,  a worthy  man, 
entirely  zealous  for  the  government,  and  very 
acceptable  to  the  Whigs.  lie  was  seconded  by 
sir  William  Strickland.  But  major  general 
Mordaunt,  by  way  of  irony,  proposed,  that  they 
should  chuse  Mr.  Joddrel,  the  clerk  of  the 
House,  4 who,  having  been  assistant  to  good 
Speakers,  to  indifferent  ones,  and  to  the  wont, 
seemed  to  be  as  well  qualified  for  that  station 
as  any  body/  But  at  last,  general  Mordaunt 
supported  the  lord  Powlet's  motion,  commended 
sir  Richard  Onslow's  experience  and  integrity ; 
and  added.  4 That,  being  possessed  of  a good 
estate,  he  did  not  lie  open  to  the  temptation*, 
that  might  bias  persons,  who  had  their  for* 
tunes  to  make  against  the  interest  of  their 
country/ 

And  the  House  generally  calling  upon  him  to 
the  chair : sir  Richard  Onslow,  in  bis  plaf<’’ 
desired,  that  the  House  would  please  to  excotf 
him,  in  respect  of  the  many  difficulties,  that 
attended  the  discharge  of  so  great  a trust; 
declaring  that  his  intercession  to  them  pro- 
ceeded from  a real  sense  of  his  own  inabilities 
lest  the  service  of  the  public  might  receive  any 
prejudice  by  bis  incapacity  ; withal  giving  the 
House  his. hum  hie  thanks,  for  the  great  honour 
they  hail  done  in  proposing  him.  Upon  which 
the  House  unanimously  calling  upon  him  ,B 
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the  chair;  the  lord  Win.  Powlett  and  sir 
W in. Strickland  conducted  him  from  his  place 
to  the  chair : but  upon  the  first  step  he  again 
said,  rhat  he  was  obliged  to  give  them  the 
trouble  of  a second  request,  that  they  would 
be  pleased  to  excuse  him,  and  out  of  the  great 
many  present  to  elect  a more  able  person  for 
so  great  a service;  assuring  them,  that  it  pro- 
ceeded not  so  much  from  form,  ns  the  sense 
of  bis  own  inabilities  ; and  that  it  would  be 
sn  insupportable  trouble  to  him,  if  the  public 
shonld  suffer  by  any  defects  of  bis  ; and  there- 
fore again  mo»t  earnestly  desired  to  be  excused. 
But  the  House  cried,  ‘ No,  No/  And  there- 
upon he  sat  down  in  the  chair  and  the  Ser- 
JMM  at  Arms  came  up,  and  laid  the  mace  upon 
the  table/  After  this  both  Houses  adjourned 
to  the  I8tb. 

Lit  of  the  House  of  Commons.]  The  fol- 
lowing is  a List  of  the  Members  of  the  House 
of  Commons : 

A List  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  the  Se- 
cond Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  which 
met  November  16,  1708. 

Note,  Those  marked  with  a*  were  the  Managers 
of  the  Impeachment  at  the  Trial  of  T>. 
Henry  Sacheverel  for  High  Crimes  and 
Misdemeanours. 


Alisa  ton, 

William  Hunckf. 

Agmondesham, 

Francis  Duncomb, 

Sir  Samuel  Garrard. 

AUntu,  (St.) 

John  Gape, 

Aasliaa  Lomax. 

Aldborongh,  (Suffolk) 
•V  Henry  Thompson, 
"ilium  Thompson. 
Alibrnugh,  ( Yorkshire) 
" ilium  Jeuop, 

FL^bert  Moncton. 

Allerton, 

Sir  William  Hustler, 
Roger  Gale. 

Anducer, 

* Mu  Smith, 

William  Guidott. 

Angle  tea, 

Lord  BuHteley. 


A pie  by , 

Edward  Duncomb, 

* Nicholas  Lechmere. 

Arundel, 

Lord  Shannon, 

Lord  Lnmley. 

Ashburton, 

Roger  Tuckfield, 

Robert  Hall. 

Aylesbury, 

Sir  John  Whittewronge, 
Simon  Mayne. 

Banbury , 

Charles  North. 

Barnstaple, 
Richard  Ackland, 
Nicholas  Hooper. 

Bath, 

Alexander  Popham, 
Samuel  Trotman. 

Beaumaris , 

Henry  Bertie. 


Bedfordshire, 

Lord  Russel, 

Sir  William  Goctwick. 

Bedford  Town, 
William  Farrer, 

William  Hillersden. 

Bedwin , 

Lord  Bruce, 

Samuel  Sambrook. 
Berkshire, 

Sir  John  Stonehouse, 
Richard  Ncvil. 

Berwick  Town* 
Samuel  Ogle, 

Jonathan  Hutchinson. 
Beverley , 

Sir  Charles  iiotham, 

Sir  Michael  Wharton. 

Betedley, 

Charles  Cornwall. 

Bishop's  Castle, 
Richard  Harnage, 
Charles  Mason. 

Blelchinglu, 

Thomas  Onslow, 

George  F.velyn. 

II  oil  min, 

Russel  Roberts, 

John  Trevanion. 

B orals  ton, 

* Spencer  Cowper, 

* Sir  Peter  King. 

Boroughbridge , 

Sir  Bryan  Stapleton, 
Craven  Peyton. 

Bossiney, 

Samuel  Travers, 

Francis  Foot. 

Boston , 

Peregrine  Bertie, 

Richard  Wynn. 

Bruclrley, 

William  Egerton, 

Charles  Egerton. 

Bramher, 

William  Hale, 

Sir  Cleave  More. 

Brecon  County, 

Sir  Edward  Williams. 

Brecon  Town , 

Sir  Jeffrey  Jeffreys. 

Bridgewater, 

George  Dodington, 
George  Balch. 

Bridpurt, 

Thomas  Strangeways, 
William  Coventry. 

Bristol , 

Robert  Yate, 

Sir  William  Dairies. 

Bridgnorth, 

William  Whitmore, 

Sir  Humphry  Briggs. 

Bucki  nghamshire, 
Sir  Edmund  Denton, 
Richard  Hampden. 

Buckingham  Town, 
Sir  Richard  Temple, 
Alexander  Denton. 
Caine, 

Edward  Baynton, 

George  Ducket. 

Cambri  ilgesh  ire , 


*il  The  Tories,  upon  a surmise  that  the  court 
or  Whig  party  would  have  been  divided  between 
w Richard  Onslow  aod  sirPeter  King,  recorder 
of  London,  had  designed  to  have  put  up  sir 
Thomas  Haumer  ; but,  being  disappointed  in 
{***  expectation  they  thought  it  prudent,  not 
km?  able  to  make  a majority,  unanimously 
to  concur  with  the  rest.  Indeed,  the  Tories 
perceived  they  had  so  little  strength  in  this 
parliament,  that  they  resolved  to  lie  silent,  and 
10  *Wt  for  such  advantages,  as  the  circuin- 
ttonces  of  the  affairs  might  afford  them.  The 
j?®*  day,  the  duke  of  Queensberry  was  intro- 
cuetd  into  the  House  of  Peers  by  the  dukes  of 
^ e:*et  and  Ormond,  as  a peer  of  Great- 
bfitain,  and  duke  of  Dover.”  Tindnl. 


Sir  Rushout  Cullen, 
John  Bromley. 

Cambridge  Town, 
John  Hynde  Cotton, 
Samuel  Shepherd. 

Cambridge  University , 
Arthur  Anncsley, 

Dixty  Windsor. 

Came/ford , 

Richard  Mumlen, 

John  Manley. 

Canterbury , 

Erl  ward  Watson, 
Thomas  D’Aeath. 
Cardiffe, 

Sir  John  Awbrey. 

Cardiganshire , 
Lewis  Price. 

Cardigan  Town, 

Sir  Simon  Harcourt. 
Carlisle, 

Thomas  Stanwix, 

* Sir  James  Montagu. 

Carmarthenshire, 
Griffith  Rice. 

Carmarthen  Town, 
Richard  Vaughan. 

Carnarvonshire, 

Sir  John  Wynn. 

Carnarvon  Town , <* 
William  Griffith. 

Castle  Rising, 
William  Fielding, 
Horatio  Walpole. 

Cheshire , 

Laogham  Booth, 

Crew  Offley. 

Chester  City, 

Sir  Henry  Bunbury, 
Peter  Shackerly. 

Chichester, 

Richard  Farrington, 
Thomas  Carr. 

Chippenham, 

Sir  James  Long, 

James  Montagu. 

Chipping - Wicomb , 
Charles  Godfrey, 
Fleetwood  Dormer. 

Christ's  Church, 
Francis  Gwynn, 

William  Kttricke. 

Cirencester, 

Allen  Bathurst, 

Charles  Cox. 

Clifton , 

Nathaniel  Heme, 
Frederick  Herne. 

Clilhcro, 

Edward  Harvey, 
Christopher  Parker. 
Cockermouth, 

* James  Stanhope, 
Albemarle  Bertie. 

Colchester , 

Sir  Isaac  Rebow, 

Sir  Thomas  Webiter. 

Corf  cast  Ie, 

John  Banks, 

Richard  Townes. 

Cornwall, 

James  Buffer, 

Hugh  Boscawca. 
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Coventry, 

Sir  Orlando  Bridgman, 
Edward  Hopkins* 

Crick  lade , 

James  Vernon, 
Edmund  Dunch. 

Cumberland, 
James  Lowthcr, 
Gilfred  Lawson. 

Denbigh  County, 
Sir  R.  Middleton. 

Denbigh  Tenon, 
Sir  William  Williams. 

Derbyshire, 

John  Curzon, 

Thomas  Coke. 

Derby  Town, 
lord  Cavendish, 

* Sir  Thomas  Parker. 

Devizes, 

Paul  Methuen, 

Josiah  Diston. 

Devonshire, 

Sir  William  Courtney, 
John  Rolls. 

Dorchester , 

John  Churchill, 
Awnsham  Churchill. 

Dorsetshire, 
Thomas  Chaffin, 
Thomas  Strangcways. 
Dover, 

Philip  Papillon, 
Matthew  Aylmer. 

Decent  on, 

John  Eyre, 

Sir  Charles  Duncomb. 

Droitwich, 

Edward  Jeffreys, 
Richard  Foley. 

Dunwich, 

Sir  Richard  Allen, 
Ifeniei  Harvey. 

Durham  County, 
William  Vane, 

Sir  Robert  Eden. 

Durham  City , 
James  Nicholas, 
Thomas  Conyers. 
Fastfow, 

Henry  Trelawnpy, 

Sir  Henry  Seymour. 

Edmund's  Bury, 
Joseph  Weld, 

Awbery  Porter. 

Essex, 

Thomas  Middleton, 

Sir  Francis  Marsh&m. 
Evesham, 

Sir  Edward  Ooodcre, 
John  Rudge. 

Exeter, 

Nicholas  Wood, 

John  Harris. 

Eye, 

* Spencer  Compton, 

Sir  John  Jekyll. 

Flintshire , 

Sir  R.  Moatyn. 

Flint  Town, 

Sir  John  Conway. 

Fowcy, 

Henry  Vincent, 


John  Granville. 

Cation, 

Sir  George  New  land, 
Paul  Docminique. 

Germans  (St.) 
Francis  Scobell, 

Edward  Elliot. 

Glamorgan, 

Sir  Thomas  Mausel. 

Gloucestershire, 

Sir  John  Guise, 
Matthew  Moreton. 

Gloucester  City, 
Thomas  Webb, 
William  Cook. 

Grumpound, 
Thomas  Scawen, 

James  Craggs. 

Grantham, 
lord  Granby, 

Sir  William  Ellis. 

Grimsby , 

Arthur  Moore, 

William  Cotes  worth. 

Giinutead , 

Richard  I.umley, 
Henry  Champion. 

Guildford, 

Dewzil  Onslow, 

Morgan  Randell. 

Harwich, 

Sir  John  Leak, 

Thomas  Frankland. 
Haslemere, 

Sir  Theoph.  Oglethorp, 
Thomas  Onslow. 
Hastings, 

William  Ashburnhatn, 
John  Pulteney. 

Haver  ford, 
William  Wheeler. 

He  Is  km, 

Francis  Godolphin, 
Sidney  Godolphin. 

Herefordshire, 

John  Price, 

Lord  Scudamore. 

Hereford  City, 
Thomas  Foley, 

James  Bridges. 

Hertfordshire, 
Ralph  Freeman, 
Thomas  Halsey. 

Hertford  Term, 
William  Munson, 

Sir  Thomas  Clark. 

He  y don, 

Hugh  Ckolmondely, 
William  Pulteney. 

Heytesbury, 
William  Ash, 

Edward  Ash. 

High  am  Ferrers, 
Thomas  Wentworth. 
Hindoo, 

Edmund  Lambert, 

Sir  James  How. 

Hnnitnn, 

Sir  William  Drake, 

Sir  Walter  Young. 

Horsh  im, 

John  Wicker, 

Charles  Eversfield. 


Huntingdonshire , 
John  Proby, 

John  Pocklington. 

Huntingdon  Town, 
Frauen*  Page, 

Edward  Wortlcy. 

Ilylhe, 

John  Fane, 

John  Boteler. 

I/cetfer , 

Edward  Philips, 

James  Johnson. 

Ipswich, 

Sir  William  Barker, 
William  Churchill. 

Ives,  (Si.) 

John  Pracd, 

John  Borlace. 

Ke  l ling  ton. 

Sir  William  Coritou, 
Samuel  Rolle. 

Kent, 

Sir  Thomas  Palmer, 
David  Polhill. 

Kingston , 

William  Maistera, 

Sir  William  St  Quintiu. 

Knaaborough, 
Robert  Byerley, 
Christopher  Stockdale. 

Lancashire, 

James  Stanley, 

Richard  Shuttleworth. 

Ijsncaster  Town, 
Robert  Hey  sham, 
William  Heysbam. 

Lances  Ion, 

William  Carey, 

Lord  Hyde. 

Leicestershire, 

Sir  Gilbert  Pickering, 
Sir  Jeffrey  Palmer. 

Ieicester  Town, 

Sir  George  Beaumont, 
James  Wmstanley. 
Leominster, 

* Thomas  Coningesby, 
Edward  Harley. 

Ixskard , 

* John  Doll>en, 

William  Bridges. 

lestwithu  l, 

Joseph  Addison, 

Hugh  Fortescue. 

Lewes, 

Peter  Gott, 

Thomas  Pelham, 
Lincolnshire, 

Lord  Willoughby, 

George  Whichcott. 

Lincoln  City, 
Thomas  faster, 

Sir  Thomas  Meert. 
Litchfield, 

Sir  Michael  Biddulph, 
John  Coate*. 

Uverpcol , 

Richard  Norris, 

Sir  Thomas  Johnson. 

J/mdon , 

Sir  William  Withers, 

Sir  William  Ashurst, 

Sir  Gilbert  Healhcote, 


Samuel  John  Ward. 
Ludlow, 

Acton  Raidwyn, 

Sir  Thomas  Powis. 

Lugger  shall, 
Robert  Bruce, 

John  Webb. 

Lyme, 

Thomas  Freak, 

John  Burridze. 

Lnminglon, 
Richard  Chandler, 
Paul  Burrard. 

Lynn, 

Sir  Charles  Turner, 

* Robert  Walpole. 

Maidstone, 

Sir  Robert  Marshim, 
Sir  Thomas  Colepeper. 
Malden , 

Sir  Richard  ChiW, 
Thomas  Richmond. 

Malmsb’jry, 
Thomas  Farrington, 
Henry  Mordant 
Melton, 

Thomas  Worsley, 
Thomas  Harrison. 

Marlborough, 
James  Bruce, 
Algemoon  Seymour'. 
Marlow, 

Sir  James  Etheridge* 
James  Chace. 

Maxes, 

John  Tredenham, 
Francis  Godfrey. 

M c learn  b. 
Maurice  Ashley, 
Anthony  Henley. 

Merioneth, 
Richard  Vaughan. 

Outburst, 
Laurence  A I cock, 
Thomas  Meredith. 
Middlesex, 

Sir  Jolm  VVoUtonbola, 
Scory  Barker. 

Milboum , 

Sir  Thomas  Treval, 
Thomas  Smith. 

Minekead, 

Sir  John  Trerely*n» 
Sir  Jacob  Banks. 

Michael,  (St)» 
Hugh  Fortune, 

Sir  William  Hodges. 

Monmouthshire, 


John*  Morgan, 

Ix>rd  Windsor. 

Monmouth  Tov*i 
Clayton  Milbourn. 
Morpeth, 

Sir  Richard  Sandfonb 


Sir  John  Bennet. 

Montgomeryshire, 

Edward  Vaughan. 

Montgomery  Town, 
John  Pugh. 

Kewarh, 

Richard  Sutton, 

Janus  Saumlersno. 
Nttcmtft,  (#<&«*»■ ) 
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Georg*  Pitt. 


Cm  Offlay, 

John  Lioi.m. 

Sewcuttle  (Northum.) 
William  Carr, 

Sir  Henry  Lyddcl. 

.Vea? port,  f Cornwall) 
Sir  Nicholas  Momce, 

Sr  Will.  Pole. 

Newport,  (Hants.) 
Sr  Tristram  Islington, 
William  Stevens. 

Norfolk, 

Sr  John  Holland, 

Asb  Windham. 

Northamptonshire, 
Sir  Justinian  Ishani, 
Romas  Cartwright. 

Northampton  Town, 
George  Montagu, 

Francis  Arundel. 

Northumberland, 
Thomas  Forster, 

Lord  Hertford. 

Norwich, 

Waller  bacon, 

John  Chambers. 

Sotiinghamskire, 

Sir  Thomas  Willoughby, 
John  Tl*»rohaugh. 

Sxtnigham  Town , 
John  Plmntree, 

Hohcit  Shenryn. 

Oke'iampton, 

Joira  Dibble, 

( In  Gopher  Harris. 
Orfurd, 

Clement  Corrence, 

Wiliiam  Thompson. 

Oxfordshire,  . 

Lord  Rmltoo, 

&r  Robert  Jenkinson. 

Oxford  City, 

Sr  John  Walter, 

Thomas  Rcmnev. 

Oxford  University, 
&r  Wiliam  Whitlock, 
W3L  Bromley. 

Pembrokeshire, 
Wiriot  Owen. 

Pembroke  Town, 
Sir  Arthur  Owen. 

Penryn, 

Junes  Vernon, 

$MMd  Trcfusis. 

Peterborough, 

Sdney  Wortley, 

Sir  Gilbert  Oolben. 

Petersfield, 

Leonard  Bilson, 

Norton  Powlett. 

Plymouth, 

Oiaria  Trelavney, 

Sir  George  Byng. 
PlympUui, 

Orchard  Edgeotnb, 
^ge  Treby. 

Pbol, 

dliam  Low cn, 

Ttoaus  Ridge. 

Pont  ef rue  t, 

S'John  Bland, 

Wiliam  Lnwtber. 
Portsmouth, 

Th'XOM  Erie, 


Henry  Churchill. 

Prestun, 

Henry  Fleetwood, 

Arthur  Mayuwaring. 

gueenburough, 

Henry  Withers, 

Sir  John  Jennings. 

Radnor  County, 
Thomas  Harley. 

Radnor  Town, 
Robert  Harley. 

Reading, 

Owen  Buckingham, 
Anthony  Blagrave. 

Retford , 

Thomas  White, 

William  Levins. 

Richmond, 

John  York, 

* Henry  Mordaunt. 

Rippnn , 

John  Aisiaby, 

John  Sharp. 

Rochester, 

Sir  Staff.  Fairborne, 

Sir  John  Leak. 

Romney, 

Walter  Win  the  Id, 

John  Brewer. 

Rutlandshire, 

Philip  Sberrard, 

Richard  Halford. 

Rye* 

Philip  Gibbons, 

Sir  John  Norris. 

Rye  gate, 

James  Coclu, 

Sir  John  Parsons. 

Salop  County, 

Lord  Newport, 

Sir  Robert  Corbet. 

Salop  Town, 

Sir  Kdward  Leighton, 
John  Jones. 

Saltash , 

Alexander  Pendarvis, 

Sir  Cholmond.  Dering. 
Sandwich, 

Sir  Henry  Furnese, 
Josiah  Burchet. 

Sarum,  New 

* Robert  Eyre, 

Charles  Fox. 

Sarum,  Old 
William  Harvey, 

Robert  Pitt. 

Scarborough, 
William  Thompson, 

John  Hungerfurd. 
Seaford , 

William  Lowndes, 
George  Naylor. 

k’haftsbury , 

Sir  John  Cropley, 
Edward  Nicholas. 

Shore  ham, 

Richard  Lloyd, 

Gregory  Page. 

Somersetshire, 
Henry  Portman, 

Henry  Prowsc. 

Southampton  County, 
Lord  Winchester, 
Thomas  Jervoice. 


Southampton  Town, 
Adam  DeCar donne), 
Simon  Si  uart. 

Southwark , 

John  Chohnoodetey, 
Charles  Cox. 

Staffordshire , 

Henry  Paget t, 

John  Wrottcsly. 

Stafford  Town , 
Thomas  Foley, 

Walter  Chetwynd. 

Stamford, 

Charles  Cecil, 

Charles  Bertie. 

Steyning, 

Robert  fagg, 

Henry  Goring. 

S 'toe  kb  ridge, 

* Sir  Juhn  Hawlcs, 

Sir  Edward  Laurence. 

Sudbury, 

Philip  Skippon, 

Sir  Harvey  Elwys. 
Suffolk, 

Sir  Thomas  Hanmer, 
Sir  Robert  Davers, 

Surrey, 

Sir  Richard  Onslow, 

Sir  William  Scawen. 
Sussex, 

Sir  Henry  Peachy, 
Peter  Gott. 

Tamworth, 

Joseph  Gilder, 

Richard  Swinsen. 

Tavistock , 

Sir  John  Cope, 

Henry  Manaton. 
Taunton, 

Sir  Francis  Warre, 
Edward  Clarke. 

Tewksbury, 

Richard  Dowdcswell, 
Henry  Ireton. 

Theiford , 

Robert  Bay  I is, 

Thomas  De  Grey. 

Think, 

Sir  Thomas  Frankland, 
Leonard  Smelt. 

Tiverton, 

Thomas  Berc, 

Richard  Mervin. 
Totness, 

Sir  Edward  Seymour, 
George  Courtenay. 

Ircgony, 

Anthony  Kicholl, 
Thomas  Hern. 

Trum, 

Henry  Vincent, 

Robert  Furnese. 

Watting  ford, 
Thomas  R«-i;da, 

Grey  Kevili. 

Warwick:  hire, 

Sir  John  Mordauut, 
Andrew  Archer. 

Warwick  Town, 
Francis  Grevill, 
DoUdington  GrevilL 
h'arehatfl, 

Thomas  trie. 


Edward  CouisLon, 
William  Coward. 

Wendover, 

Sir  Roger  Hill, 

Thomas  Ellis. 

WenJucJc, 

Sir  William  Forrester, 
Thomas  Weld. 

Wet  My, 

John  Birch, 

Henry  Gorges. 

Westbury , 

Henry  Bertie, 

Francis  Annesley. 

I Test  tow. 

Sir  Charles  Hedges, 

John  Conyers. 
Westminster , 

* Ileory  Boyle, 

Thomas  Medlicot. 

Westmoreland, 
Daniel  Wilson, 

James  Graham. 

Weymouth, 

Charles  Churchill, 
Edward  ClavelJ. 

Whitchurch, 

Richard  Woolaston, 
George  Bridges. 

Winchrlsea, 

Sir  Francis  Dashwood. 
Robert  Bi  istow. 
Winchester, 

* Lord  Pawlett, 

George  Bridges. 

Windsor , 

Lord  Fit/harding, 
Richard  Top  ha  in 
WtUon, 

Sir  Lambert  Blackwell, 
Charles  Mompesson.' 

Wiltshire, 

Sir  Richard  How, 

Robert  Hyde. 

Woodstock,  * 

Sir  Thomas  Wheat, 
William  Cadogan. 

Wool  on  Basset, 
Francis  Popham, 

Robert  Cecil. 

Wygan, 

Roger  Bradshaw, 

Henry  Bradshaw. 

Worcestershire, 

Sir  Job. i Packington, 

Sir  T.  Cookes  Wind  ford. 

Borer  ster  City, 
Thomas  Wild, 

Samuel  Swiff, 

Yarmou  th  (Norf.) 
Roger  Townshend, 
Richard  Farrier. 

Yarmouth  (Hants.) 
Henry  Holmes, 

Anthony  Morgan. 

) orkshire, 

Lord  Downc, 

Sir  William  Strickland. 
York  City, 

Sir  William  Robinson, 
Robert  'lenson. 

Sir  R.  Onslow,  Speaker. 
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The  New  Speaker  presented , and  approved 
of.] , Nov.  IB.  Tfie  Lords  Commissioners,  in 
their  rqbes,  being  seated  on  a form  placed  be- 
tween the  throne  and  the  woolsack;  com- 
manded the  deputy  gentleman  usher  of  the 
Black  Rod  to  go  to  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  desire  their  attendance  in  the  House  of 
Peers.  Who  being  come; 

Sir  Richard  Onslow  said,  11  My  lords,  The 
Commons  of  Great  Britain,  assembled  by  vir- 
tue of  the  queen's  royal  writ,  and  in  obedience 
to  commands,  have  elected  their  Speaker. 
Being  made  the  unworthy  subject  of  that 
choice,  i am  obliged  to  teuder  myself  for  ap- 
probation. May  my  most  humble  intercession 
to  your  lordships  to  disapprove  this  choice  ob- 
tain pardon;  proceeding  not  so  much  from 
form,  as  a sense  of  my  own  inabilities ; lest 
the  service  of  the  crown,  and  that  of  Great 
Britain,  should  suffer  by  any  defects  of  mine ; 
a misfortune  of  that  nature  beiug  much  too 
great  for  me  to  support  myself  under." 

Then  the  Lord  Chancellor  (Cowper)  said, 

“ Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons;  By 
virtue  of  her  majesty’s  commission  to  us  (among 
other  lords)  directed,  we  do,  in  her  majesty’s 
name,  approve  of  the  choice  you  have  made, 
of  so  worthy  a person  to  be  your  Speaker  : and 
do  allow  of,  and  confirm  you,  sir  Richard  On- 
alow,  to  be  their  Speaker." 

The  Speaker's  Speech  thereon.]  Then  Mr. 
Speaker  said,  “ It  is  my  duty,  to  subniiMnost 
humbly  to  acknowledge  this  honour  conferred  on 
me;  to  give  assurances  of  my  utmost  endeavours 
to  deserve  the  continuance  of  the  queen's  fa- 
vours ; and  to  supply  my  inabilities  by  a faith- 
ful and  diligent  application  to  the  dispatch  of 
those  great  and  arduous  affairs  for  which  this 
parliament  is  convened.  In  discharge  of  my 
duty  to  the  Commons;  I demand  Liberty  of 
Speech;  that  their  Debates  may  be  free,  the 
better  to  enable  them  to  make  suitable  pro- 
vision# for  the  support  of  the  common  cause. 
That  nothing  may  interrupt  the  attendance  of 
the  members,  freedom  from  arrest  for  them- 


Then  the  Lord  Chancellor  said,  u Mr. 
Speaker;  We  have  it  in  command  from  her 
majesty  to  let  you  know,  that  her  majesty  u 
fully  assured  of  the  discretion  and  temper,  « 
well  as  the  good  affections,  of  the  Hou*e  of 
Commons:  and  as  to  the  suit  you  have  made 
in  their  name  ; that  her  majesty  is  pleased  to 
grant  to  them  all  their  privileges,  in  as  fall  a 
manner  as  they  were  at  any  time  granted  or 
allowed  by  any  of  her  royal  predecessors:  and 
as  to  what  you  have  prayed  in  relation  to  your- 
self ; you  may  be  assured,  her  majesty  will  put 
the  most  favourable  construction  on  your  words 
and  actions,  in  the  execution  of  your  duty  of 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons,  if  ever  tot 
should  stand  in  need  of  it;  whose  loyalty,  in- 
tegrity, great  experience,  and  abilities  io  the 
business  and  usages  of  parliament,  are  so  *e!l 
known." 

The  Queen's  Speech , by  Commissioner:,  m 
opening  the  Session.]  Then  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor opened  the  session  with  the  follow ing 
Speech  to  both  Houses : 

“ My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen  ; In  pursuance 
of  the  authority  given  us  by  her  majesty’s  com- 
mission under  the  great  seal,  among  other 
things,  to  declare  the  causes  of  her  majesty's 
calling  this  parliament; — we  are,  by  her  ma- 
jesty's command,  in  the  first  place,  to  observe 
to  you,  that  the  extraordinary  length  of  inn 
year’s  campaign  hath  obliged  her  majesty  I* 
defer  your  meeting  longer  than  otherwise  d* 
would  have  done ; that  you  might  be  informed 
with  the  greater  certainty  of  the  state  and  pos- 
ture of  the  war,  in  order  to  your  resolutions  far 
the  ensuing  year. — This  necessary  delay  hatii 
now  so  far  &he*n  us  the  success  of  afww 
abroad,  as  that,  whether  you  consider  the 
places  acquired  by  the  allies,  or  the  farther  aw 
! continued  proofs  given  this  last  year  ot  their 
: superior  courage  and  conduct,  (which,  ns 13 
the  future  part  of  the  war,  is  equal  to  ail  ©tliff 
advantages,)  we  may,  with  thanks  to  God,wd 
justice  to  those  he  hath  been  pleased  to  use  a? 
instruments  in  this  great  woik,  conclude,  ths,» 


selves  and  servants  ; and  that  their  properties 
may  not  be  disturbed.  And,  that  the  queen 
may  have  a true  state  of  their  proceedings,  ac-  1 
cess  to  her  royal  person,  so  often  as  the  ser-  j 
vice  of  the  public  represents  it  necessary. — My  J 
lords;  1 presume  to  ask  as  maple  a grant  of| 
these  privileges  as  ever  were  made  to  any  pre-  j 
ceding  Commons ; believing,  no  prince  ever 
had  any  more  loyal,  or  more  deserving  so  great 
a trust. — My  lords;  The  very  melancholy  and 
unhappy  occasion  for  opening  this  parliament 
by  commission  obliges  my  intercession  to  your 
lordships,  for  such  a favourable  representation 
to  the  queen,  as  may  incline  her  majesty  to 
pardon  my  involuntary  errors,  and  that  such 
only  be  imputed  to  the  unfortunate  author ; 
believing,  no  consideration  can  ever  prevail 
with  me,  intentionally,  to  do  any  act  contrary 
to  the  true  interest  of  the  crown,  which,  unde- 
niably, is  that  of  my  country ; to  which  ser- 
vice, as  I always  have,  I now  entirely  resign 
myself,  without  any  other  consideration  what- 
soever." 


upon  the  whole,  we  are  brought  much  near'* 
than  we  were  the  last  session,  to  the  end  d 
our  undertaking  this  war,  the  reducing  h<e 
dangerous  power  of  France,  and  settling  J**5 
h peace  as  may  secure  itself  from  being  vio- 
lated.— Her  majesty  therefore  commands  u$  to 
assure  you,  she  hath  not  the  least  doubt,  bat 
that  this  parliament  will  be  of  the  same  op1* 
nion  with  her  last,  as  to  the  vigorous  prosecu- 
tion of  the  war,  and  the  ends  of  it;  belief 
it  impossible,  the  representative  of  the  British 
nation  cun  endure  to  think  of  losiag  the  Irtub 
of  all  our  past  endeavours,  and  the  great  se- 
vantages  we  have  gained  (particularly  it*  1,1  * 
present  year,)  by  submitting  at  last  to 
secure  pence. — And  therefore,  since  probeb y 
nothing  can  hinder  our  success  abroad,  for  the 
time  to  come,  but  misunderstanding*  *®on- 
ourselves  at  home,  we  have  it  in  command,  io 
conjure  you,  by  your  duty  to  God  and  to 
majesty,  your  zeal  for  the  Protestant  rchgM** 
your  love  for  your  country,  and  the  regard  you 
cannot  but  have  for  the  liberty  of  Europe  w 
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general,  to  avoid  all  occasion  of  divisions, 
which  are  ever  hurtful  to  the  public;  but  will 
more  especially  be  so  at  this  juncture,  when 
the  eyes  of  all  our  neighbours  are  upon  you 
with  a very  particular  concern  ; and  your  una- 
nimity and  good  agreement,  will  be  the  greatest 
satisfaction  and  encouragement  to  all  our 
•Hies. 

“ Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons ; 
\ou  cannot  but  be  convinced,  that  the  several 
parts  of  the  war,  which  were  provided  for  by 
the  last  parliament,  will  require  your  support, 
at  Jeatt  in  the  same  degree ; but  in  Flanders 
the  nature  of  the  war  is  much  altered,  by  the 
great  advances  made  there  towards  entering 
into  France ; which  hath  so  far  alarmed  our' 
enemies,  that  they  are  drawing  more  troops 
daily  to  that  side,  for  the  defence  of  their  own 
country  ; aud  therefore  her  majesty  hopes  you 
will  have  so  right  a sense  of  our  present  advan- 
ce** as  to  enable  her  majesty  to  make  a consi- 
derable augmentation  for  preserving  and  im- 
proving them,  which,  by  the  continuance  of 
God’s  blessing  on  our  arms,  must  soon  put  a 
glorious  period  to  this  long  and  expensive  war. 
—As  to  the  condition  of  the  fleet,  we  have  it  in 
command  from  her  majesty  to  acquaint  you, 
that  the  constant  aud  remote  services  in  which 
the  ships  have  been  employed  have  made  a 
greater  sum  than  usual  requisite,  as  well  for 
the  extraordinary  repairs,  as  th«  building  of 
new  ships.  And  the  taking  of  Port  Malion,  as 
u bath  afforded  the  means  of  having  a part  of 
the  fleet  operate  with  more  readiness  and  ef- 
fectou  the  enemy,  or  wherever  it  may  be  use- 
ful to  the  common  cause  in  those  parts ; so 
the  making  such  provisions,  at  so  great  a dis- 
tance as  will  be  proper  for  that  service,  must 
nf  necessity  cause  some  extraordinary  ex- 
pences.  All  which  her  majesty  recommends  to 
your  serious  consideration  ; desiring  you  to 
provide  timely  and  effectual  supplies  for  those 
ends,  and  likewise  for  the  carrying  on  such  for- 
mication*, for  the  security  of  our  ports,  and  ex- 
tinguishing the  enemy’s  hopes  of  profiting  by 
disturbances  in  Scotland,  as  you  shall  think  fit. 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ; The  Union  is 
esteemed  by  her  majesty  to  be  so  happy  and 
peat  a part  of  the  successes  of  her  reign,  and 
her  majesty  hath  so  much  at  heart  (lie  confirm- 
ID?  and  improving  it,  that  she  is  pleased  to 
command  us  to  remind  you  of  preparing  such 
hills  as  shall  be  thought  conducing  to  that  end ; 
^d  particularly,  to  make  the  laws  of  both 
parts  of  Great  Britain  agree,  as  near  as  may 
he,  for  the  common  interest  of  both  people,  es- 
pecially as  to  those  laws  which  relate  to  crimi- 
nal cases  and  proceedings,  and  aettling  the 
roilitm  on  the  same  foot  throughout  the  United 
Kingdom. — Her  majesty  is  graciously  pleased, 
*e  should  also  assure  you,  that,  if  you  can  pro- 
pose any  means  for  the  improvement  of  our  trade 
or  manufactures,  or  better  employment  of  the 
Poor,  her  majesty  will  take  the  greatest  satis- 
j*cdon  in  enacting  such  provisions;  there 
^nothing she  so  earnestly  desires,  ns  that 
kod  would  bless  her  with  more  and  more  op- 
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port  unities -oaf  doing  all  possible  good  to  so  well 
deserving  a people,  so  firm  and  affectionate  to 
her  interests.— -And  as  her  majesty  doth  not 
doubt,  by  God’s  blessing,  and  your  good  affec- 
tions, to  continue  to  defeat  the  designs  of  the 
Pretender,  and  his  open  or  secret  abettors  : so 
her  majesty  will  always  endeavour,  on  her  part 
to  make  her  people  happy,  to  such  a degree, 
as  that  none  (except  of  desperate  fortunes) 
shall  enter  into  measures  for  the  disturbance 
of  her  government,  the  Union,  or  the  Protestant 
Succession  as  by  law  established ; without 
acting,  at  the  same  time,  manifestly  against 
their  own  true  and  lasting  interest,  as  well  as 
their  duty.0 

The  Lords*  Address  thereon .]  The  Lords 
agreed  upon  the  following  Address: 

“ We,  your  majesty’s  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  Lords  spiiitual  and  temporal  in 
parliament  assembled,  cannot  forbear  condoling 
w ith  your  majesty,  upon  your  great  loss  sustain- 
ed in  the  person  of  the  Prince,  whose  eminent  vir- 
tues must  render  his  memory  ever  dear  to  us,  aud 
to  the  whole  kingdom. — But  we  are  at  the  same 
tune  bound  in  duty  to  beseech  your  majesty, 
thut  you  would  moderate  your  grief,  and  take 
care  of  your  health,  upon  which  the  hopes  and 
comfort  of  your  people,  and  the  safety  of 
Europe,  doth  so  much  depend. — We  congratu- 
late your  majesty  upon  the  happy  and  glorious 
rogress  of  your  arms,  which,  we  hope,  by  the 
lessingof  God,  will  be  carried  yet  farther  be- 
fore the  end  of  this  campaign  : And  w e humbly 
assure  your  majesty,  that  we  will  give  our  uti 
most  assistance  in  every  thing  for  the  prose- 
cuting of  this  just  and  necessary  war;  being 
more  and  more  convinced,  that  no  peace  can 
be  safe  and  honourable,  until  the  whole  mo- 
narchy of  Spain  be  restored  to  the  House  of  Aus- 
tria.— And  we  most  earnestly  desire,  that,  at  a 
time  when  your  own  subjects  are  making  such 
extraordinary  efforts  for  supporting  the  com- 
mon cause,  your  majesty  would  use  your  most 
pressing  instances  with  your  allies,  to  shew  n 
suitable  vigour;  and  particularly  with  those 
the  interest  of  whose  family  is  more  nearly 
concerned  in  this  present  war. — It  is  a great 
pleasure  to  find  the  satisfaction  your  majesty 
expresses  for  having  accomplished  the  Union. 
And  as  we  were  very  early  in  declaring  our  de- 
sires for  beginning  a treaty,  and  very  zealous  in 
our  endeavours  to  bring  it  to -la  happy  conclu 
sion;  so  we  shall  never  be  wanting  to  do  all 
that  is  possible  on  our  parts,  to  make  it  perfect, 
and  a blessing  to  the  whole  island. — We  think 
ourselves  obliged,  in  duty,  to  declare  to  your 
majesty,  that  we  will,  at  the  expence  of  our 
lives  aud  estates,  support  and  defend  your 
majesty’s  royal  person  and  government,  and 
the  Protestant  Succession  as  by  law  established, 
against  all  pretenders,  and  all  your  enemies 
whatsoever.0 

The  Queens  Ansner .]  The  marquis  of  Dor- 
chester reported  her  majesty’s  mo-t  gracious 
Answer : “ That  her  majesty  thanked  the  House 
of  Lords  very  Lindlv  for  their  Address,  as  well 

3 C 


755]  PARL.  HISTORY,  7 Anne,  1708.— Addresses  and  Answers.  [TS6 


as  for  the  manner  of  sending  it  to  her  on  this 

occasion.” 

The  Commons  resolved,  nem.  c on.,  That  an 
bumble  Address  should  be  presented  to  her 
majesty,  to  condole  with  her  upon  the  death  ot 
his  royal  highness  prince  George  of  Denmark, 
and  desire  her  majesty  to  take  care  of  her  royal 
person  (upon  whose  health  the  happiness  of  the 
kingdom,  and  the  liberties  of  Europe  so  much 
depends)  and  to  assure  her  majesty,  that  the 
Commons  of  Great  Britain  would  support  her 
ugninst  all  her  enemies,  both  at  borne  and 
abroad. 

On  the  same  day,  they  came  to  a Resolution 
upon  another  Address  to  the  queen,  to  congra- 
tulate her  on  the  glorious  success  of  her  arms, 
and  those  of  her  Allies  in  this  present  war;  and 
to  assure  her  majesty  of  their  utmost  endeavours, 
to  enable  her  to  carry  on  a vigorous  war  against 
the  common  enemy,  until  the  liberties  of  Europe 
might  be  secured  by  a safe  and  honouiable 
peace,  and  also  to  support  and  defend  her  ma- 
jesty, and  the  Succession  as  by  law  established 
in  the  Protestant  line,  against  the  Pretender 
anil  all  his  open  and  secret  abettors.  The  lirat 
of  these  Addresses  being  reported  to  the  House 
on  the  7Jd,  by  Mr.  Bromley,  and  the  other  the 
same  day  by  sir  William  Strickland ; the  House 
ordered,  that  such  members  of  that  House  as 
were  of  the  privy-council,  should  attend  the 
queen,  and  humbly  know  her  majesty’s  plea- 
sure, w hen  and  iu  what  manner  she  would  be 
to  be  attended  with  the  said  Addresses, 
gentlemen  attending  arcordiugly,  Mr. 
•Secretary  Boyle  reported,  that  her  majesty  was 
graciously  pleased  to  answer : “ That  she  took 
very  kindly  the  application  of  the  House  to  her 
in  that  ulanner;  and  that  it  was  her  majesty's 
pleasure,  that  such  Addresses  as  the  House  of 
Commons  desired  at  that  time  to  present  to 
her  majesty,  should  be  delivered  to  her  by  such 
members  of  that  house, as  were  of  her  majesty’s 
most  honourable  privy-councih” 

The  Common*  Address  of  Condolancc.]  The 
Addi  ess  of  Condolance  was  as  follows  : 

“ Most  gracious  Sovereign ; We  your  ma- 
jesty’s most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
Commons  in  parliament  assembled,  take  this 
first  opportunity  of  expressing  to  your  majesty, 
the  deep  sense  we  have  of  the  great  loss  your 
majesty  and  this  kingdom  have  sustained  iu  the 
death  of  his  royal  highness  priuco  George  of 
Denmark,  whose  tender  infection  to  your  ma- 
jesty, and  love  to  our  country,  had  gained  him 
the  hearts  of  all  your  good  subjects,  and  will 
render  his  memory  ever  dear  to  them  — -We 
humbly  beseech  your  majesty  to  moderate  the 
grief  so  jusilv  due  on  this  sad  occasion,  since  it 
cannot  he  mdidged  without  endangering  the 
health  of  your  royal  person,on  whose  safety  the 
happiness  of  Great  Brit  »in,  nud  the  liberties  of 
Europe  do  (under  God)  depend. — Your  faithful 
Commons  think  themselves  obliged  more  par- 
ticularly at  this  time,  to  assure  your  majesty  of 
their  inviolable  fidelity  to  your  person  and  go- 
vernment, and  of  their  firm  resolution  efiec- 


pleased 

Those 


tually  to  support  your  majesty  against  all  your 
ene.uies  both  at  home  and  abroad.” 

The  Queens  Answer.']  Her  majesty’s  n»o>i 
gracious  Answer : “That  her  majesty  thanks 
you  very  kindly  for  this  Address ; and,  that  ibe 
concern  which  the  House  has  expressed  ibr  bet 
affliction,  is  very  acceptable  to  her  majesty.” 

The  Common*  Address  of  Congratufutionf tr 
the  Success  qf  her  Arms.]  The  Address  of  Cdn- 
gratulation  ran  thus : 

“ Most  gracious  Sovereign  : We  your  majes- 
ty’s most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Com- 
mon* of  Great  Britain  in  parliament  assembled, 
beg  leave  to  congratulate  the  glorious  sue* 
cesses  of  this  year,  gained  by  the  arms  of  yoor 
majesty,  and  those  of  your  Allies. — The  great 
and  signal  advantages  that  have  been  so  wonder- 
fully obtained,  so  vigorously  prosecuted  and  im- 
proved, aud  upon  nil  occasions  so  happily  ac- 
complished, are  repeated  instances  that  do 
difficulties  are  insuperable  to  your  great  com- 
manders, and  no  force  of  the  enemy  able  to 
obstruct  the  progress  of  your  victorious  urns; 
w Inch  give  us  good  grounds  to  hope  for  furtive* 
success,  before  the  conclusion  of  this  I nog  and 
active  campaign. — Your  majesty’s  good  sub- 
jects, through  the  whole  course  of  this  war, 
have  most  cheerfully  granted  the  necessary  sup- 
plies, for  supporting  and  carrying  it  on  with 
vigour;  mid  have  seeu  such  good  fruits  of  their 
former  zeal,  that  your  majesty  may  be  assured 
this  House  will  never  be  wanting  in  their  doty 
to  your  majesty,  or  the  interest  of  those  they 
represent ; but  are  determined  to  give  sack 
supplies,  as,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  may  be 
the  most  effectual  for  reduciog  the  power  of  the 
common  enemy,  and  forcing  him  to  accept 
such  a peace,  as  your  majesty,  in  conjunction 
w ith  our  allies,  shall  think  honourable  and  last- 
ing.— The  Union  is  so  great  a glory  to  y oar  ma- 
jesty, and  advantage  to  all  your  people,  that  ire 
l shall  do  every  thing  on  our  part,  to  strengths 
aud  improve  it ; but  above  all,  it  shall  be  on; 
utmost  care,  to  defend  your  majesty’s  sacred 
person,  to  support  your  undoubted  title  to  tie 
j crown,  to  disappoint  the  hopes  and  designs  ot 
the  Pretender  and  all  his  open  and  secret 
abettors,  and  to  maintain  the  Protestant  Sac- 
| cession  as  by  law  established.” 

The  Queen's  Answer.]  Her  majesty’s  mo^ 
gracious  Answer : 

! “ That  her  majesty  returns  you  many  thanU 

1 f*>r  all  the  hearty  assurances  you  have  gat- 
her in  this  Address,  particularly  for  those  n'* 
assisting  her,  in  bringing  the  war  to  a safe  ■&  1 
happy  conclusion,  which  her  majesty  does 
very  much  desire,  for  the  ease  and  security  of 
her  people : and  as  she  does  entirely  depend 
upon  your  dispatch  of  the  supplies  necessary 
to  that  end,  so  she  hopes  Goa  Almighty  I 
still  continue  to  bless  the  endeavours  of 
majesty  and  her  subjects,  for  the  good  ofd# 
common  cause.”* 


“ * The  proceedings  in  both  Houses  this  ses- 
sion were  agreeable  to  the  directions  giv 
court ; for,  the  court  being  now  joined  vvithil* 
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The  Peers  of  Scotland's  eldest  Sons  incapaci- 
tated to  sit  in  Parliament.]  Dec.  S.  The  Com- 
mons took  ioto  consideration  that  part  of  the 
Act  for  unitiog  the  two  kingdoms,  which  re- 
lates to  the  election  of  members  to  serve  in 
that  House,  for  that  part  of  Great  Britain 
called  Scotland;  and  having  heard  counsel,  and 
the  petitions  and  representations  relating  to 
the  incapacity  of  the  eldest  sons  of  Scots  peers, 
to  represent  the  Commons  of  Scotland  in 
die  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  being  read, 
the  substance,  both  of  the  counsel's  arguments,  I 
and  of  tltuse  representations,  was.  That  by  an 
act  of  the  Scots  parliament,  intitled,  * An  act 
‘ for  settling  the  manner  of  electiug  sixteen 
‘ peers,  and  forty-five  commoners,'  to  represent 
Scotland,  in  tlie  parliament  of  Great  Britain ; 
which  act  was  ratified  by  the  ‘ Act  for  uniting 
the  two  kingdoms,'  it  was  declared,  ‘ That  none 

* shall  be  capable  to  elect,  or  be  elected,  to  re- 

• present  a Shire  or  Burgh  in  the  parliament  of 
‘ Great  Britain, for  that  part  of  the  united  king- 

• doin,  except  such  as  were  then  capable  to 
1 elect  or  be  elected,  as  commissioners  for 

* Shires  or  Burghs  to  the  parliament  of  Scot- 
' land.'  That  from  hence  it  evidently  followed 
that  the  Scots  peers  eldest  sons  could  not  ait  in 
the  House  of  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  unless 
it  did  appear,  that  they  were  capable  to  he 
elected,  and  to  sit  as  members  of  the  parlia- 
ment of  Scotland : but,  as  a proof  of  the  con- 
trary, several  instances  were  alledged  of  their 
being  always  rejected  by  the  parliament  of 
Scotland;  and,  in  particular,  the  viscount 
Tarbat's  eldest  son,  in  the  year  1C89.  That  the 
fundamental  law  of  the  Union  had  most  ex- 
pressly reserved  to  the  Commons  of  Scotland, 
that  v, Unable  privilege  of  electing  their  repre- 
sentatives in  parliament,  from  among  tlie  best 
qualified  gentlemen  of  their  own  number  and 
state,  in  the  same  manner  as  they  had  for- 
merly used  to  do.  That  in  electing  members 
of  parliament,  the  choice  of  the  electors  ought 
to  be  made  as  free  as  is  possible  from  the  in- 
fluence either  of  bribes  or  threats;  and  injus- 
tice, should  only  be  determined  by  the  ho- 
nesty and  candour  of  the  person  to  be  chosen  ; > 
that  his  character  he  such  as  promises  a faithful 
disci  large  of  so  great  u trust : and  that  his  in- 
clination tie  accompanied  with  a sufficient  ca- 
pacity to  serve  the  particular  interest  of  his 

Whigs  they  had  a clear  majority  in  everything; 
all  elections  were  judged  in  favour  of  Whigs 
and  Courtiers,  hut  with  an  much  partiality, 
that  those,  who  had  formerly  made  loud  com- 
plaints of  tlie  injustice  of  the  Tories,  in  deter- 
mimug  elections,  when  they  were  a majority, 
were  not  so  much  as  out  of  countenance,  when 
they  were  reproached  for  the  same  thing : they 
pretended  tuny  were  in  a state  of  war  with 
the  Tories,  so  that  it  was  reasonable  to  re- 
taliate this  to  them,  on  the  account  of  their  for- 
mer proceedings  : but  this  did  not  satisfy  just 
and  upright  men,  who  would  not  do  to  others 
that  which  they  had  complained  of,  when  it 
was  dune  to  them,  or  to  their  friends.”  Tindal. 


constituents,  as  well  ts  the  genernl  interest  of 
his  country.  But  that  lew  in  Scotland  could 
be  supposed  to  be  iu  a condition  to  maintain 
this  character,  the  Commons  itiere  being  sur- 
rounded with  n numerous  and  powerful  peer- 
age ; who,  like  so  many  sovereigns,  judge  and 
determine,  within  their  respective  buunds,  in 
criminal  as  well  as  civil  matters,  being  vested 
with  vast  superiorities  and  heretahle  jurisdic- 
tions ; so  that  no  commoner  holding  any  part 
of  his  lands  of  a peer,  or  indeed  being  in  his 
neighbourhood,  could  be  reckoned  at  liberty  to 
make  a free  election  of  his  representative:  so 
that  the  Commons  of  Scotland,  whereof  the 
tnnjnrity  of  their  parliament  consisted,  had  in- 
vincible arguments  for  preserving  entire  ts 
themselves,  that  accessary  privilege  of  excluding 
their  peers*  eldest  sous,  from  being  members 
ot  that  House.  That  if  tlie  parliament  of  Scot- 
land, which  consisted  of  peers  and  commoners 
sitting  together  iu  the  same  liouse,  enjoying  the 
same  liberty  of  speech,  and  the  same  common 
privilege,  nnd  judicative  capacity,  being  also 
restricted  to  (lie  same  rules  and  forms,  hod  so 
many  weighty  reasons  fur  excluding  their  peers' 
eldest  sons,  how  mauy  more  arguments,  of 
greater  moment,  might  be  urged  in  the  House 
of  Coiiimous  of  Great  Britain,  who  subsisted 
a separate  uud  distinct  liouse  from  the  peers  ; 
enjoying  by  themselves,  so  many  valuable 
privileges  and  immunities,  which  could  not  be 
encroached  upon,  or  subjected  to  a liouse 
of  Peers,  without  endargering  the  whole  con- 
stitution of  the  House  of  Commons ! and,  in 
the  last  place,  that  England  and  Scotland  be- 
ing now  united,  and  their  interests  inseparably 
joined,  it  ought  to  be  a maxim  with  all  true 
Britons,  that  the  liberty  of  the  Commons  of 
Scotland,  will  always  be  an  advantage  to  those 
of  England;  and  that  tlie  slavery  of  tlie  first 
cannot  fail  ending  in  the  destruction  of  the 
latter.  Little  was  offered,  on  the  other  side, 
agaiusl  these  arguments;  so  that  the  question 
being  put,  “ That  the  eldest  sons  el  the  peers 
of  Scotland  were  capable  by  the  laws  ol  Scot- 
land at  the  time  of  the  Union,  to  fleet  or  he 
elected,  to  represent  any  shire  or  borough  in 
Scotland,  to  sit  in  the  House  of  Commons  of 
Greet  Britain,”  it  passed  in  the  negative. — in 
pursuance  of  which,  three  days  after,  tlie  Com- 
mons ordered  their  Speaker  to  issue  out  his 
warrants  to  the  clerk  of  the  crown,  to  make 
out  new  writs  for  the  electing  commissioners 
to  s°rve  iu  this  present  parliament  lor  the  shire 
of  Aberdeen,  iu  the  room  of  William  lord  Hud- 
do  son  of  the  earl  of  Aberdeen;  and  for  the  shire 
of  Linlithgow,  in  the  room  of  James  lord 
Johnstown,  son  of  the  marquis  of  Annandale; 
who  being  eldest  sons  of  peers  of  Scotland, 
were  declared  to  be  incapable  to  sit  in  that 
House. 

Debate  concerning  the  Election  of  the  Peers 
of  Scotland.]  A petition  of  a new  nature  was 
likewise  brought  before  the  Lords,  with  rela- 
tion to  the  election  of  tlie  peers  from  Scotland. 
There  was  n return  made  in  due  form  ; but  a 
petition  was  laid  before  tlie  House  in  the  name 
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of  four  Lords,  who  pretended,  that  they  ought 
to  have  been  returned.  The  duke  of  (^ueens- 
berry  had  been  created  a duke  of  Great  Bri- 
tain by  the  title  of  duke  of  Dover;  yet  he 
thought  he  had  still  a right  to  vote  as  u peer  of 
Scotland.  He  had  likewise  a proxy  ; so  that 
two  votes  depended  on  this  point,  whether  the 
Scots  peerage  did  sink  into  the  peerage  of 
Great  Britain.  Some  Lords,  who  were  pri- 
soners in  the  castle  of  Edinburgh  on  suspicion, 
ns  favouring  the  Pretender,  had  sent  for  the 
Sheriff  of  Lothian  to  the  castle,  and  had  taken 
the  oaths  before  him  ; and  upon  that  were 
reckoned  to  he  qualified  to  vote  or  make  a 
proxy.  Now  it  was  pretended,  that  the  castle 
of  Edinburgh  was  a constabulatorv,  and  was 
out  of  the  Sheriff* i s jurisdiction ; and  i hat  there- 
fore he  could  not  legally  tender  them  the  oaths. 
Some  proxies  were  signed  without  subscribing 
witnesses,  a form  necessary  by  their  law. 
Other  exceptions  were  also  taken  from  some 
rules  of  the  law  of  Scotland,  which  had  not 
been  observed.  The  clerks  being  alto  com- 
plained of,  they  were  sent  for,  and  were  or- 
dered to  firing  up  with  them  all  instruments 
or  documents  relating  to  the  election.  When 
they  came  up,  and  every  thing  was  laid 
before  the  House  of  Lords,  the  whole  mat- 
ter w as  long  and  well  debated. — As  to  the  duke 
of  Qu'ensberry's  voting  among  the  Scots 
Lords,  it  was  said,  that  if  :t  peer  of  Scotland, 
being  made  a peer  of  Great  Britain,  did  still 
retain  the  interest  in  electing  the  sixteen 
from  Scotland,  this  would  create  a great  in- 
equality among  peers,  some  having  a vote  by 
representation,  as  well  as  in  person  : the  pre- 
cedent was  mischievous,  since,  by  creating 
some  of  the  chief  families  iu  Scotland  peers  of 
Great  Britain,  they  would  be  able  to  carry  the 
w hole  election  of  the  sixteen  as  they  pleased. 
It  was  objected,  that,  by  a clause'  in  the  act 
pass  d since  the  Union,  the  peers  of  England, 
who  were  likewise  peers  of  Scotland,  had  a 
right  to  vote  in  the  election  of  Scotland  still 
reserved  to  them  ; so  there  seemed  to  be  a pa- 
rity in  this  case  with  that.  But  it  was 
answered,  That  a peer  of  England,  and  a peer 
of  Scotland,  held  their  dignity  under  two  dif- 
ferent crowns,  and  by  two  different  Gre.it- 
teals  : hut.  Great  Britain  including  Scotland  as 
well  as  England,  the  Scots  peerage  must  now  , 
sink  into  that  of  Great  Britain.  Besides,  that 
there  were  but  five,  who  were  peers  of  both  1 
kingdoms  before  the  Union  ; and  therefore,  as 
it  plight  be  reasonable  to  make  provision  for 
them,  so  it  was  of  no  great  consequence  ; hut,  | 
if  tics  precedent  were  allowed,  it  might  go 
much  farther,  and  have  verv  ill  consequences. 
Upon  a division  of  t tie  House,  the  matter  was 
determined  against  the  duke  of  Queensberry, — 
A great  deal  was  said  Ijpth  at  the  bar  by  the 
lawyers,  and  in  the  debate  in  the  House,  upon 
the  point  of  jurisdiction,  and  of  the  exemption 
of  a coustabolatory.  It  was  said,  that  the 
Sheriff’s  court  ought  to  he,  ns  nil  courts  were, 
open  and  free,  and  so  could  not  be  held  within 
1 castle  or  prison.  But  no  express  decision 
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had  ever  been  made  in  this  matter.  Tlie  pri- 
soners had  taken  the  oaths,  which  wis  the 
chief  intent  df  the  law,  in  the  best  manner 
they  could ; «o  that  it  seemed  not  reasonable 
to  cut  them  off  from  the  main  privilege  of 
peerage,  which  was  reserved  to  them,  became 
they  could  not  go  abroad  to  the  Sheriff's  court. 
After  a long  debate  it  was  carried,  that  the 
ontb9  were  duly  tendered  to  them.  Some 
other  exceptions  were  proved  and  admitted ; 
the  returns  of  wine,  certifying  that  they  bad 
taken  the  oaths,  were  not  sealed;  and  some 
had  signed  these  without  subscribing  witnesieJ. 
Other  exceptions  were  offered  from  provisions, 
which  the  low  of  Scotland  had  made,  with  re- 
lation to  bonds  and  other  deeds,  which  had 
not  been  observed  in  making  of  proxies.  But 
the  House  of  Lords  did  not  think  these  were  of 
that  importance,  ns  to  vacate  the  proxies  on 
that  account.  After  a full  hearing,  and  a de- 
bate, which  lasted  many  days,  there  was  but 
one  of  the  peers,  w ho  were  returned,  that  wis 
found  not  duly  elected,  and  only  one  of  the 
petitioning  Lords  was  brought  iuto  die  House; 
the  marquis  of  Aimandnle  was  received,  and 
the  marquis  of  Lothian  was  set  aside.* 

Major  General  Webb  thanked  by  the  Gw* 
mons.\  Dec.  13.  The  Commons  resolved, 
new.  cun.  “ That  the  Thanks  of  this  H»»use  be 
given  to  major  general  Webb,  for  the  great  and 
eminent  services  performed  by  him  nt  the  bailie 
of  Wynnendale.'*  And  major  general  Webb 
being  then  in  the  House;  Mr.  Speaker  gave 
him  (in  his  place)  the  Thanks  of  the  House  ac- 
cordingly, as  foiloweth  : 

“ Major  general  Webb  ; It  is  with  pleasure, 
sir,  I receive  the  commands  of  the  House  to  re- 
turn you  their  Thanks,  for  the  great  and  emi- 
nent services  performed  by  you  at  the  battle  of 
Wynnendale.  We  are  all  sensible,  how  mucb 

* “ The  Scots  members  in  both  Houses  were 
divided  into  factions.  The  duke  of  Queecs- 
berry  had  his  party  still  depending  upon  him. 
He  was  in  such  credit  with  die  lord-tie»surer 
and  the  queen,  that  nil  the  posts  in  Scotland 
were  given  to  persons  recommended  by  hiu». 
The  chief  ministers  at  court  seemed  to  hi** 
laid  it  down  for  n maxim  not  to  be  departed 
from,  to  look  care  hilly  to  elections  in  Scot- 
land ; that  the  members  returned  from  thence 
might  be  in  an  intire  dependence  on  them,  and 
be  either  Whigs  or  Tories,  as  they  should  shift 
sides.  The  duke  of  Queensberry  was  made 
third  Secretary  of  State  : he  had  no  foreign 
province  assigned  him,  but  Scotland  wav  lelt 
to  his  management.  The  dukes  of  Hamilton, 
Montross,  and  Roxburgh  had  set  themselves  in 
an  opposition  to  his  power,  and  had  carried 
many  elections  against  him.  The  lord  Soto- 
mers  and  the  earl  of  Sunderland  supported 
them,  hut  could  not  prevail  with  the  lord-trea* 
surer  to  bring  them  into  an  equal  share  of  the  Ad- 
ministration. This  had  almost  occasioned  » 
breach;  tor  the  Whigs,  though  they  went  on  in 
a conjunction  with  the  lord-treasurer,  yet  con- 
tinued still  to  be  jealous  of  him.''  Tinaaf. 
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the  reducing  the  fortress  of  Lisle  is  owing  to 
your  courage  and  conduct.  I wish  a more  early 
notice  than  the  motion  now  made,  had  been 
given  me,  that  I might  have  expressed  myself 
more  suitably  to  the  occasion;  though  at  the 
same  time  1 arn  very  sensible,  I should  then 
have  wanted  expressions.  One  of  the  greatest 
lonoura  we  are  capable  of  conferring,  is  due  to 
your  merit ; and  as  such,  in  obedience  to  com- 
mand, I now  give  you  the  unanimous  Thanks  of 
the  House,  for  your  great  services  perlonned.” 

Upon  which,  major  general  Webb  said, 

“ Mr.  Speaker ; I return  my  hearty  thanks 
to  this  honourable  House,  for  the  great  honour 
they  have  been  pleased  to  do  me.  The  success 
I had  at  Wynnendale,  is  owing  to  the  great 
courage  and  resolution  which  the  officers  and 
soldiers  shewed  in  that  action.  I have  always 
endeavoured  to  deserve  the  good  opinion  of  the 
House ; and  it  is  the  greatest  pleasure  to  me 
imaginable,  that  I have  served  my  queen  and 
my  country  to  their  satisfaction/'* 

Address  of  both  Houses , on  the  Reduction  of 
Ghent.]  Dec.  23.  Both  Houses  agreed  upon 
the  following  Address : 

“We,  your  majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
mhjects,  the  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and 
Commons  in  parliament  assembled,  do  most 
humbly  congratulate  your  majesty  upon  the  re- 
duction of  Ghent,  the  last  great  effort  of  this 
glorious  year  ; a year  that  will  be  ever  famous 
ra  history,  as  well  for  the  entire  disappointment 
ofaJI  the  attempts  and  hopes  of  the  enemies,  os 
for  the  many  wonderful  successes  with  which 
Cod  has  blessed  the  arms  of  your  majesty  and 
the  allies;  the  unusual  length  of  the  campaign, 
die  ninety  of  events,  ond  the  difficulty  and  im- 
portance of  the  actions,  having  given  muny  op- 
portunities to  your  majesty's  general  the  duke 
ot  Marlborough,  to  shew  his  consummate  abi- 
lity, aDd  all  the  great  qualities  necessary  for  so 
high  a trust;  whereby,  in  conjunction  with  the 
renowned  prince  Eugene  of  Savoy,  such  consi- 
derable progress  has  been  made,  and  the  con- 
quests so  far  advanced,  thnt  we  have  reason  to 
hope,  the  enemy,  in  spite  of  all  their  presump- 

*  ‘‘This  gave  Mr.  Bromley  occasion  to  say, 

1 That  he  did  not  disapprove  the  custom,  which 
* of  late  years  had  been  introduced,  of  returning 
‘ thanks  to  such  generals,  as  had  pc  rforraed 
1 eminent  services  ; especially  when  they  re- 
ceived those  compliments  as  modestly  as  the 
1 worthy  member,  to  whom  they  were  now 
1 $ven,  had  done.  But  it  was  with  grief,  he 
‘ observed,  that  a certain  commander,  on  whom 
‘ n°t  only  the  thanks  of  the  House,  but  also 
' ?reat  rewards  had  been  bestowed,  appeared 
‘ yet  to  be  unsatisfied/  This  reflection  was 
^'bly  levelled  at  the  duke  of  Marlborough, 
about  that  very  time,  was  attacked  in  two 
!‘!«ces,  which  were  printed  and  industriously 
»prc*ad  about,  the  one  intituled,  ‘ A Speech  of 
•aras  Memmius,  Tribune  to  the  people  of 
T**.  translated  from  Sallust the  other  in- 
t'tuled,  « An  Account  of  a Dream  at  Har- 
**!9  TiodaJ. 


tion,  will  soon  find  themselves  under  an  abso- 
lute necessity  of  submitting  to  a safe  and  ho- 
nourable peace." 

The  Queen's  Answer.]  The  Lord  Chancellor, 
and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons,  at- 
tending her  majesty  with  this  Address,  the 
Queen  made  Answer: 

“ I give  you  many  thanks  for  this  Address, 
and  arn  extremely  sensible  of  the  loyalty  and 
affection  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament  upon  all 
occasions." 

Debate  in  the  Lords  on  the  State  of  the  No- 
tion, in  relation  to  the  intended  Invasion  of 
Scotland.]  January  12,  1709.  The  House  of 
Peers  having  summoned  their  members  to  at- 
tend, took  into  consideration  the  State  of  the 
Nation  in  relation  to  the  late  intended  Invasion 
of  Scotland ; and 

The  Lord  Haversham  opened  the  debate  with 
the  following  Speech : 

“ My  Lords ; I have  a greater  respect  for 
your  lordships  than  to  keep  you  in  any  expect- 
ation ; there  is  nothing  I can  say,  1 am  sure, 
can  in  the  least  deserve  it. — My  Lords  ; When 
the  campaign  was  at  at  an  end,  when  a land- 
tax  lay  on  your  table,  when  the  due  respect 
had  been  paid  to  that  sorrow,  in  which  we  all 
bear  a part,  when  the  session  of  parliament 
was  so  greatly  advanced,  and  a long  recess  so 
near  at  hand,  1 thought  it  might  he  a proper 
time  to  put  your  lordships  in  mind  of  the  late 
intended  Invasion  ; and  the  rather,  because  an 
enquiry  into  this  seemed  to  me  to  be  what  the 
nation  expected,  and  what  I have  observed, 
even  those  who  have  d.ffered  in  their  thoughts 
about  it,  yet  unanimously  desired ; but  above 
all,  because  it  is  a matter,  in  which  not  only  our 
welfare  and  happiness,  bqt  our  very  being  itself, 
the  security  of  the  nation,  and  safety  of  her  ma- 
jesty arc  so  highly  concerned. — I did  endeavour 
to  prove  the  first  of  these  to  your  lordships, 
when  I made  you  this  motion,  by  reasons  taken 
from  the  flourishing  of  your  trade,  the  support 
of  your  credit,  the  nature  of  your  victories,  and 
the  quieting  of  men’s  minds  at  home;  and  shall 
now,  with  your  lordships  leave,  say  a few  words 
to  the  other  part,  and  shew  your  lordships  how 
much  this  enquny  concerns  us  all  in  point  of 
safety. — Some  perlnps  may  think,  that  after 
such  wonderful  successes  abroad,  ns  we  have 
had  the  last  year,  after  the  French  king  has 
lost  Lisle,  and  been  forced  to  abandon  Ghent 
and  Bruges  : to  speak  to  your  lordships  of 
any  dangers  ar  home,  or  to  have  tlie  least 
apprehension  from  such  a baffled  enemy, 
were  to  expos*  the  weakness  of  a man’s  own 
judgment;  hut  I shall  endeavour  to  shew  your 
lordships  how  dangerous  a mistake  this  is,  from 
example,  reason,  and  authority,  the  three 
best  arguments  I know  to  prove  any  truth. — 
My  lords;  Were  not  Hochstet  and  Ramillies 
as  glorious  victories,  and  as  great  mortifications 
to  the  French  king,  as  our  taking  of  Lisle,  or 
reducing  of  Ghent?  and  yet  after  such  entire 
victories,  such  repeated  defeats,  had  not  this 
haughty  neighbour  of  ours,  the  presumption, 
the  last  year,  to  attempt  the  setting  a Pretender 
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upou  her  majesty’s  throne  ? And  can  we  rea- 
sonably promise  ourselves  any  security  when- 
ever he  is  in  a condition  to  give  us  the  least 
disturbance?  And  is  he  not  in  a condition?  Is 
he  not  as  near  us  this  year  as  he  was  the  last, 
notwithstanding  all  our  conquests  ? That  is  an 
advantage  our  allies  only  have  by  them,  to 
have  their  enemies  at  a greater  distance.  Has 
he  not  as  many  ships,  and  as  many  friends  too, 
except  one,  us  1 mentioned  to  your  lordships? 
Nay,  iny  lords,  has  he  not  as  great  encourage- 
ment to  renew  his  at  tempt  as  he  had  to  under- 
take it, as  I shall  presently  shew  your  lordships; 
from  whence  then  does  our  great  security  arise  ? 
Besides,  my  lords,  what  is  yet  further,  every 
body  is  convinced  by  the  inconsiderable  force, 
the  small  number  of  ships  and  troops,  the 
French  king  employed  in  the  late  attempt  upon 
us  the  last  year,  that  his  chief  dependence  was 
upon  the  encouragement  and  promises  of  assist- 
ance be  had  from  hence;  and  yet,  notwith- 
standing all  our  enquiries,  is  it  uot  as  great  a 
mystery  to  this  day  as  it  was^  who  the  persons 
amongst  us  are,  who  were  concerned  in  this 
black  and  unnatural  treason? — It  is  true,  my 
lords,  several  persons  of  great  quality  and  in- 
terest have  been  taken  up  upon  suspicion, 
brought  I rum  their  own  homes  and  country, 
whilst  others  thereby  have  hail  the  opportunity 
of  supplanting  them  iu  their  interest  there  : it 
is  not  for  me  to  say,  whether  this  proceeded 
from  ill-will  to  some,  or  favour  to  others;  but, 
lias  any  thing  been  proved  against  them?  Does 
not  the  bail  < hat  has  been  given  for  them,  and 
their  sitting  hi  this  House,  convince  every  body 
of  their  innocence?  So  that  this  way  of  pro- 
ceeding has  rather  proved  vexatious  to  the  sub- 
ject, tliau  any  real  security  to  ihe  government, 
aud  I hope  will  make  us  for  (he  future  set  a 
greater  value  upon  our  Habeas  Corpus  Act, 
which  wnt  the  right  of  every  subject  before  by 
common-law. — Nor  has  the  characters  that 
have  been  made  of  persons  to  be  suspected  had 
any  better  effect.  There  are  two  I shall  men- 
tion to  your  lordships,  and  I think  greater  mis- 
takes thun  both  of  them  can  scarce  be  put  into 
words;  the  first  is,  that  men  of  arbitrary  prin- 
ciples are  the  persons  who  ought  to  be  suspect- 
ed; this  argument  has  been  very  much  labour- 
ed, and  great  pains  has  been  taken  to  persuade 
the  world  from  men’s  practices  in  former  reigns, 
that  they  are  still  of  arbitrary  principles,  and 
from  thence  it  is  inferred  they  ought  to  be  sus- 
pected. I shall  not  trouble  your  lordships,  or 
myself,  at  present,  to  shew  the  weakness  of  this 
argument ; I will  take  it  as  they  that  iiavc  use 
of  it  would  have  it,  for  a strong  and  undeniable 
consequence,  and  then  I ask,  what,  my  Lords, 
is  the  nation  to  suspect  any,  who  are  at  the 
head  of  your  ministry,  of  giving  this  encourage- 
ment to  your  enemies  ? For  I will  l»e  bold  to 
say  in  this  place,  if  this  be  a good  urgument,  it 
is  as  strong  against  some  wbo  are  at  tbe  bead 
of  your  ministry,  as  against  any  man  I know  of 
whio  is  out  of  it. — There  is  atioiiier  character  of 
suspicious  persons,  which  I cannot  but  take  no- 
tice of,  because  I take  it  to  be  very  fatal  to  the 


| freedom  of  parliament,  for  it  is  impossible  for 
j any  man  to  take  notice,  either  in  parliament, 
i or  to  the  queen  herself,  of  any  wroog  measure, 
j or  false  steps  in  the  management  of  public  al- 
j fairs,  without  so  far  reflecting  on  the  ministry; 
and  if  this  is  to  be  interpreted  as  an  artful 
method  of  le?seuiug  her  majesty’s  just  esteem 
of  her  ministers ; and  those  who  do  so  are  io 
be  marked  as  dangerous  to  the  safety  of  her 
majesty’s  person,  and  the  present  establishment, 
lam  afraid  her  majesty,  lor  the  future,  may 
have  several  tilings  concealed  from  her,  which 
illicit  be  for  her  service  to  know,  aud  oue  of 
the  great  ends  and  uses  of  parliaments,  the  re- 
dressing of  grievances,  and  keeping  great  men 
it)  awe,  will  he  quickly  laid  aside.  But,  my 
lords,  we  have  a veiy  visible  instance,  that 
this  is  a great  mistake  ; fur  do  we  not  see  those 
lords,  who  the  last  year  espuused  the  case  and 
complaint  of  the  merchants  in  parliament, uo» 
advanced  to  the  greatest  places  of  trust  and 
power?  So  that  these  two  methods  have  rather 
shewed  Us,  who  ought  not,  than  who  are  io  be 
suspected. — My  Lords ; 1 shall  now  take  leave 
to  say  one  word  to  the  positive  part ; and  i) 
we  would  apply  au  observation  of  the  schools 
to  the  case  in  hand,  I believe  it  would  set  this 
matter  in  the  truest  light.  They  tell  us  then 
is  great  difference  to  be  made  between  a divi- 
sion and  a distinction : Every  division  is  a dis- 
tinction, but  every  distinction  is  not  a division; 
the  soul  and  the  body  are  distinct,  but  they 
are  not  divided,  for  that  would  be  n slate  ol 
death  ; it  is  so  in  this  case,  the  Papist,  Jaco- 
bite, and  Nonjurur,  are  a party  of  wen  divided 
from  the  rest  of  tbe  nation  j they  want  that 
forma  informant,  as  they  call  it,  that  vital  spirit 
of  love  and  loyalty  that  animates  every  good 
subject : But  as  for  others,  however  they  nuj 
be  distinguished,  and  differ  among  thorosebc! 
in  their  notions  relatiug  either  to  ecclesiastical 
or  civil  policy,  yet  they  stem  all  to  Wed* 
same  regard  and  concern  for  the  honour  and 
safety  oi  her  majesty  and  government.  I would 
not  be  misundeistood,  as  if  I did  uot  think  some 
of  all  persuasions  may  be  faulty  : I know,  that 
even  among  tbe  Apostles  themselves,  be  ff*t 
bore  the  bag  proved  the  traitor;*  My  iocaow| 

* M The  House  of  Peers  baviog  ordered  their 
members  to  att^ud  on  the  12tb  of  Jaaaarj* 
they  took  into  consideration  the  State  of  the 
Nation,  iu  relation  to  tbe  late  intended  Inva- 
sion of  Scotland;  and  the  lord  iiavenba® 
opened  the  debate  with  his  annual  sp**#* 
w hich  seemed  to  be  prepared  for  that  occasion* 
and  was  not  without  some  strokes  in  it,  levelled 
against  the  ministry,  which  were  the  stroke* 
that  gained  attention  from  some,  who  ware  by 
no  means  admirers  of  his  lordship’s  principle 
or  faculties;  As  this,  * lie  among  the  Apostks* 

1 who  bore  tbe  bag,  proved  tbe  traitor  t*  TMfP 
there  was  no  more  likeneas  in  the  allu*^ 
than  would  be  between  Judas  and  Scanderbrfr 
yet  every  one  knew  whom  it  was  levelled  at » 
and  because  bags  hold  treasure  sowed®** 
therefore  tbe  Treasurer  is  a traitor:  So# 
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only  is,  that  those  who  have  taken  the  Test  to 
the  government,  may  at  least  pretend  to  an 
equal  degree  of  yoar  chanty  with  those  who 
never  yet  owned  it ; and  it  is  these  persons  who 
never  swore  to  the  government,  that  her  ma- 
jesty directly  points  at  in  her  last  speech  to  her 
bit  parliament ; for  after  she  had  been  pleased 
to  say,  “ It  is  certain  we  must  be  all  inexcusa- 
ble, if  we  do  not  take  warning  from  this  attempt, 
to  complete  what  may  be  necessary  for  our 
security  at  home,  and  the  discouraging  the  like 
for  the  future;  to  which,  by  God’s  blessing, 
there  shall  be  nothing  wanting  on  my  part.”  In 
the  following  paragraph  she  is  pleased  to  add, 
M I must  recommend  to  you,  at  your  return  into 
your  several  counties,  to  use  your  utmost  care 
and  diligence  in  putting  the  laws  in  execution 
against  papists,  and  all  others  disaffected  to  my 
government,  and  in  making  them  pay  towards 
the  public  taxes  to  the  full  of  what  the  law  re- 
quires from  them : Nothing  being  more  reason- 
able than  that  they,  who  by  their  principles  and 
practices  encourage  (if  not  actually  foment) 
iuch  disturbances,  should  doubly  contribute  to 
the  charge  of  quieting  them,  and  securing  ihe 
kingdom’s  peace,  and  should  know  themselves, 
ail  such  occasions,  to  be  responsible  for  the 
many  inconveniences  that  may  ensue  :**  Which 
paragraphs,  will,  I hope,  justify  what  I 
have  taken  notice  of  to  your  lordships. — 
My  lords;  1 do  not  forget  the  obligation  J am 
under  tn  a noble  lord,  and  therefore  shall  now 
*bew  your  lordships,  that  notwithstanding  the 
french  king  failed  in  his  late  attempt  upon  iis, 
tet  he  has  more  encouragement  to  renew  it, 
he  had  at  first  to  undertake  it : And,  my 
krd$,  I think  a great  deal  that  I have  said  to 
y^ur  lordships  proves  it.  Is  it  not  a great  en- 
couragement to  him,  to  see,  notwithstanding  so 
W*®y  friends  that  he  has  amongst  us,  all  the 
*wod»  that  we  have  hitherto  taken,  have 
y? 'ified  so  little  to  discover  any  of  them  ? And 
that  (hole  methods  have  not  been  taken,  that 
triight  perhaps  have  signified  more  towards  a 
discovery,  and  have  been  made  ufe  of  at  other 
tunes;  I mean  promises  both  of  pardon  and 
reward.  Does  he  not  see  how  easily  he  cun 
shake  the  main  pillar  that  supports  all  our 

wretched  quibbles  os  this,  are  often  the  best 
trgtnneats  to  support  a bod  caosc  : What  fol- 
lovrs  n%9  aimed  at  the  earl  of  Wharton  ; * Do 
‘ we  not  see  those  Lords,  who  the  last  year 
1 *>p*»«ned  the  ca-e  and  complaint  of  the  Mer- 
‘ Giants  in  parliament,  now  advanced  to  the 
greatest  places  ol  trust  and  power/  During 
Wanted  several  particulars  of  encouragement 
late  intended  Invasion,  lie  strings  a set 
l“t«-Trog*tone»,  exactly  like  the  heads  of  the 
■j*  opposition  to  the  present  government, 
* "bai,  niy  Lords,  will  no  alarm  awaken  us? 
‘"ill  the  scales  never  fall  off  from  our  eyes? 
‘ Most  same  men’s  mighty  services  prevent  our 
‘ looking  into  other’s  great  miscarriages  ? And 
roost  this  poo:  nntion  be  eternally  sawn 
*ft»nder  by  the  struggles  of  contending  par- 
'ttesffcc/*  OUlmuun. 
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commerce,  I mean  the  Bank  ? Was  it  not  m 
danger  of  breaking  ? And  has  it  recovered  the 
blow  to  this  day  that  be  gave  it  ? For,  my 
lords,  if  men  cannot  be  masters  of  their  own 
money,  which  they  trust  with  any  body,  upon 
no  other  reason,  but  that  they  may  command  it 
again  in  any  case  of  necessity,  without  being 
looked  upon  as  suspected  persons,  I believe 
men  will  be  so  wise  as  to  secure  both  their 
money  and  themselves  too,  from  any  such 
danger.  There  is  another  encouragement,  which 
he  has,  my  lords,  and  that  is,  the  weak  and  de- 
fenceless condition  of  Scotland,  the  deficiency 
of  force,  nnd  ill  state  of  your  garrisons  there, 
at  the  time  of  the  Invasion,  notwithstanding 
the  certain  accounts  and  knowledge  we  had  of 
it.  What,  my  lords,  will  no  alarm  awaken  us? 
Will  the  scales  never  fall  off  from  our  eyes? 
Must  some  men’s  mighty  services  prevent  our 
looking  into  others  great  miscarriages  ? And 
must  this  poor  nation  be  eternally  saw  n asun- 
der by  the  struggles  of  contending  parties  > My 
lords,  I hope  it  is  not  thought  that  I have  been 
thus  urgent  with  your  lordships  from  any  fears 
of  personal  danger : I am  content  to  take  my 
lot  with  others  as  it  falls,  whatever  it  be ; but  I 
am  afraid  lest  her  majesty  should  be  dethroned 
whilst  she  lives,  and  that  the  destruction  of 
popery  or  slavery,  whilst  we  are  speaking  peace 
to  ourselves,  should  suddenly,  like  a flood,  break 
in  upon  us. — My  Lords;  II  your  lordships  have 
any  intention  of  looking  into  this  matter,  I 
shall  make  yoor  lordships  a motion,  which 
perhaps  may  give  us  some  light;  it  is  indeed  a 
complex  one,  and  rather  a schedule  of  papers; 
it  is,  That  her  majesty  w ill  please  to  order,  that 
there  may  be  laid  before  this  House,  at  what 
time  her  majesty  received  the  first  account  of 
the  intended  invasion : What  orders  were  there- 
upon issued  into  Scotland,  with  relation  either 
to  forces  or  garrisons  ? What  was  the  number 
of  regular  troops  and  forces  there,  at  the  time 
of  this  intelligence?  What  was  the  state  of 
the  garrisons  there  at  that  time?  What  aug- 
mentation was  made,  or  forces  sent  thither, 
from  the  time  of  the  intelligence,  to  the  time 
of  the  Invasion  ? What  orders  have  been  given 
with  relation  to  the  garrisons,  and  when,  both 
before  and  since  the  Invasion,  from  the  time  of 
the  first  intelligence  ?” 

Several  other  peers  spoke  to  the  same  pur- 
pose ; whereupon  the  Home  appointed  a Cora- 
1 inittec,  to  enquire  into  the  State  of  the  Nation, 
in  relation  to  the  intended  Invasion ; and 
ordered  an  Address  to  be  presented  to  her 
majesty,  to  desire  that  the  Papers,  concerning 
this,  affair,  might  be  laid  before  them  : Wrhich 
her  majesty  was  pleased  to  direct  accordingly. 

lord  liavcrsham  opens  the  Account  cf  the 
Scots  invasion .]  On  tl»e  25th  of  February, 
the  Lord  Haversbam  opened,  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  the  account  of  the  Scots  Invasion,  in 
the  following  Speech : 

M My  Lords ; The  temper  of  this  House, 
with  relation  to  your  enquiry  into  the  intended 
Invasion,  since  your  Adores*  to  her  majesty  tv 
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have  the  Papers  laid  before  you,  and  siuce  they 
have  been  upon  your  table,  is  so  very  visible, 
1 need  not  take  notice  of  it,  but  ought  rather 
Co  ask  forgiveness  for  myself,  that  I should 
dare  so  much  as  mention  that  matter  once 
more  to  your  lordships ; nor  should  I do  it, 
were  it  not  from  an  absolute  necessity  and 
justice,  which  1 think  is  due  to  myself,  and 
those  lords  who  did  me  the  honour  to  second 
the  motion  1 made  for  addressing  her  majesty 
for  those  Papers ; for  to  me  it  seems  too  much 
like  fear  or  guilt,  to  sit  down  tamely  under  any 
reflection  a man  has  in  his  power  to  wipe  off, 
and  there  are  some  which  we,  perhaps,  here- 
after inay  be  reproached  with : One  is,  that 
these  lords  who  made  you  this  motion,  never 
so  much  as  looked  into  the  Papers  they  called 
for,  or  have  thought  ou,  or  mentioned  that 
matter  since;  perhaps  they  will  say  so  too,  that 
they  never  intended  it  should  come  to  any 
thing ; that  it  was  only  n cover  to  some  design 
they  had  under  it ; nay,  I do  oot  know  but 
they  may  go  so  far  as  to  say,  that,  under-band, 
they  were  trying  how  an  act  of  grace  would 
relish  : Should  such  a thing  be  offered,  I know 
myself  so  innocent,  as,  in  our  present  circum- 
stances, I should  not  give  my  consent  to  it,  for 
I shall  always  think,  that,  when  horses  are 
skittish,  vicious,  and  headstrong,  let  who  will 
be  upon  their  back,  it  is  fit  they  should  never 
be  without  a good  strong  curb  in  their  mouths: 
And,  as  to  these  Papers,  my  lords,  I have 
looked  into  them,  and  those  who  have  done  so, 
cannot,  in  my  opinion,  but  think  of  them : 
But  that  your  lordships  may  not  have  my  word 
for  this,  I will,  with  your  lordship's  leave,  take 
notice  of  some  particulars  that  are  in  them ; 
and  that  you  may  be  certain  of  the  truth  of 
what  I observe,  1 beg  your  clerk  may  read,  for 
vouchers,  the  Papers  themselves,  as  they  shall 
be  called  for. — It  will  not,  I presume,  be 
denied  me,  that,  upon  the  23rd  of  February, 
Mr.  Boyle  received  certain  intelligence,  that  the 
intended  armament  at  Dunkirk  was  designed  for 
Scotland ; there  had  been  several  advices  be- 
fore of  great  preparations  making,  and,  by  the 
great  quantity  of  fire-arms,  it  was  judged  to  be 
for  some  land  design.  The  States  were  appre- 
hensive, and  acquainted  her  majesty,  by  their 
minister,  with  it ; and  Scotland  lmd  been,  iu 
several  intelligences,  named,  but  I do  not  find 
there  was  a certain  account  till  that  of  the  23d 
of  February,  to  Mr.  Boyle. — The  queen,  in  her 
letter  of  the  25th  of  February,  to  the  council 
of  Scotland,  thinks  it  necessary  to  acquaint 
them  with  it;  and,  that  she  does  expect  they 
should  do  their  inmost  for  the  protection  of  her 
subjects,  and  preservation  of  the  public  peace; 
that  nothing  on  her  part  should  be  wantiug ; 
that  she  had  given  orders,  that  some  of  her 
troops  in  Flanders  should  be  ready  to  embark, 
in  case  the  embarkation  at  Dunkirk  should  go 
on  ; and  that  her  troops  in  England  and  Ire- 
land were  so  disposed  as  to  give  what  assist- 
ance might  be  necessary,  and,  ia  the  mean 
time,  authorizes  and  empower  them,  the  pnvv 
couucil,  to  give  such  orders  as  were  proper  to 
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put  her  forces,  forts  and  garrisons  there,  in  the 
best  order. — This  then  being  allowed,  the  first 
questiou  is,  What  number  of  forces,  effective* 
regular  troops,  i mean,  were  in  bcotlaudu 
this  time,  that  is,  the  23d  or  25tb  of  February, 
1708?  I caunot  but  observe  to  your  lordships, 
that  there  has  been  a great  de  d of  care  uktu 
to  conceal  this  from  us,  although  this  \erj  no 
count  was  purticulaily  asked  for  by  your  Ad- 
dress ; yet,  in  all  that  great  bundle,  there  a not 
one  Paper  from  whence  we  can  learn  the  num- 
ber : 1 was  therefore  forced  to  get  the  best 
light  and  intelhgfuce  I could  elsewhere;  and 
have  very  good  authority  for  what  1 am  doing 
to  say,  and  do  aihitn  to  your  lordships,  that  the 
regular  forces  in  Scotland,  upon  the  25th  of 
February,  1708,  were  not  above  1,500  men. 
If  I am  mistaken,  I hope  some  lord  here  will 
»et  me  right,  and  take  upon  him  to  say  *hat 
the  real  number  was  at  that  lime. — And,  since 
there  were  but  1,500  men,  it  is  certain  that 
was  not  a number  or  strength,  that  could  be 
thought  by  auy  man  sufficient  to  secu-e  and 
protect  the  kingdom  against  the  Invasion  (bat 
threatened  it;  and  the  ferment  that  was  then 
in  the  nation  was  such,  that  I do  not  find  they 
durst  so  much  as  trust  their  militia  with  their 
own  defence.  We  are  therefore,  m thencit 
place,  to  consider  what  additional  strength  at 
augmentation  this  handful  of  men  hud,  or 
what  assistance,  either  from  the  forces  from 
Ostend,  or  those  from  Ireland,  or  English troop} 
from  hence. — As  to  augmentations  oraddiuoai, 
I find  there  was  little  or  nothing  done  as  to  that 
part : The  parliament  indeed  had,  on  die  20tho! 
Dec.  1707,  raised  the  establishment  of 
forces  in  Scotland  from  2,854  to  5,932;  but,  it 
appears  by  a letter  from  the  earl  of  L*ien  w 
the  earl  of  Marr,  of  the  7th  of  March,  thu 
little  notice  had  as  yet  been  taken  of  wbatibe 
parliament  had  done  ; for,  in  that  letter  to  u* 
earl  of  Marr,  he  intreats  him  again  to  mind  the 
establishment,  und  let  him  know  if  he  stoil 
give  encouragement  to  any  who  should  be  wil- 
ling to  take  arms  to  join  them  ; and  says,  far* 
tiier,  he  hopes,  at  least,  that  so  much  of  d* 
levy-money  as  is  due  since  the  24th  of  Decem- 
ber, will  be  given  now ; for  that  would  boy 
some  horses,  and  levy  some  men  : So  that  by 
this  letter  it  appears  there  was  no  inooef 
given  to  levy  men,  or  increase  the  forces  & 
Scotland, though  there  Nvere  3,600  men  wautic* 
at  that  time,  and  had  been  so  ever  since  l* 
parliament  had  voted  the  establishment  in  D*' 
ceinber,  and,  though  our  danger,  at  that  tun*- 
from  the  want  of  them  was  so  very  great  **" 
evident ; which  seems  very  astonishing 
does  it  appear  that  any  directions,  or 
for  this  or  any  other  service,  till  the  InviHf# 
was  over,  was  ordered  here  till  the  12th  o! 
March  ; and  then,  indeed,  on  the  lSth, 
earl  of  Marr  writes  from  hence  to  the  earl 
Leven,  That  my  Lord  Tr«a>urer  had  ord*^1 
the  people  of  the  customs  and  excise,  to  w»*wff 
the  earl  of  Leven  with  money  for  provision*, 
and  other  necessary  charges ; and  further  tapi 
That  my  lord  Marlborough  told  him  that  ft1? 

I 
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morning,  which  was  the  13th,  that  the  Scots  say  defenceless  nation  ; few  men,  and  those, 
establishments  would  he  ended  that  day  ; he  almost  naked, 3,600  men  wanting  of  the  eatab- 
le nows  not  how  they  have  made  it,  or  ii*  they  hshmeut  voted  by  the  parliament  for  the 
have  altered  any  thing  that  we  had  concerted  year  1707-8,  near  three  months  before:  no 
* ith  St.  John,  or  if  any  thing  be  omitted  ; but  levy-money,  no  establishment  settled,  no  com- 
we  hope  they  have  not.— It  is  very  true,  her  missions  sent  down,  not  a shilling  ordered  by 
majesty,  in  her  second  letter  of  the  Oth  of  the  ministry  out  of  any  branch  of  the  revenue, 
March  to  the  council  of  Scotland,  recommends  or  otherwise,  to  the  privy  council  or  earl  of 
to  them,  to  give  present  directions  to  put  her  Leven  for  necessary  ex  peaces,  or  to  buy  pro* 
torts,  garrisons,  and  magazines  there,  in  a good  vision,  or  for  contingencies  or  intelligence,  and 
posture  of  defence,  and  says,  That  what  shall  all  this  in  a time  of  the  utmost  danger. — In  the 
he  expended  towards  those  ends  bytheir  war-  next  place  1 shall  shew  your  lordships,  when 
mnts  shall  be  repaid,  for  which  she  has  already  Scotland  was  in  this  defenceless  condition,  what 
given  orders:  What  those  orders  were,  or  to  assistance  they  had  from  Ostcnd,  England  and 
whom  given,  .are  not  to  be  found  among  the  Ireland.  As  to  the  transports  that  were  to 
papers  ; but  it  is  very  evident,  that  there  was  come  from  Ostend,  though  ull  the  dispatch  was 
no  order  for  one  farthing  of  money,  to  answer  made  that  could  be  made,  they  did  not  arrive  at 
either  the  orders  of  the  council,  or  the  carl  of  Tinmouth  Bar,  till  ten  days  after  the  enemy 
Leven’s  necessary  charges,  out  of  any  branch  of  w ere  seen  upon  the  Scotch  coast,  so  that  the 
line  revenue,  or  otherwise;  for  in  a letter  of  the  dispute,  if  there  had  been  any,  would  have  been 
carl  of  Leven  to  the  earl  of  Alarr,  of  the  13th  over*  and  the  enemy  in  all  human  probability, 
of  .March,  lie  has  these  words,  which  will  like-  would  have  been  masters  both  of  Edinburgh, 
wise  shew  the  condition  of  the  nation  at  that  the  castle,  and  all  that  was  in  it,  before  they 
tune  : u My  lord,  says  he,  I leave  it  to  your  could  come  up  to  their  assistance.  And  the 

lorilfcliip  to  consider  ray  circumstances,  here  I very  order  to  (rear  admiral)  Baker  is  so  extraor- 
am,  not  one  farthing  of  money  to  provide  dinary,  a man  cannot  but  take  notice  of  it,  for 
provision,  or  for  contingencies,  or  intelli-  after  that  he  is  required  and  directed  to  make 
gene*,  none  of  the  commissions  yet  sent  down,  the  best  of  his  way  to  Tinmouth  bar,  with  her 
few  troops,  and  those  almost  naked  ; it  vexes  majesty’s  ships  under  his  command,  and  the 
me  sadly  to  think  1 must  retire  towards  Bcr-  transport  ships  with  troops  which  he  brought 
w»ck,  if  the  French  land  on  this  side  the  Forth.”  with  him  from  Ostend,  &:c.  there  is  a further 
And  that  you  may  not  have  his  lordship’s  single  order  in  these  words,  1 but  in  regard  (here  are 
word  ftir  it,  the  Lord  Advocate  confirms  very  several  dismounted  troopers  on  hoard  the  trans- 
rmich  tire  truth  of  this,  in  his  letter  of  the  11th  ports,  you  are  to  send  a vessel  with  them  to 
of  March  to  the  earl  of  Marr  ; for  after  he  had  Harwich,  if  you  can  conveniently,  their  horses 
said  that,  he  was  ordered  to  lay  before  her  ma-  being  now  in  Essex  so  tluit  instead  of  taking 
jestv  ilie  inclosed  information  for  the  castle  of  the  horses  to  Tynmouth,  the  dismounted  troop- 
Edi  burgh,  and  a particular  account  of  w hat  ers  are  first  to  be  sent  to  Harwich  to  their 
it  warns  to  put  it  in  a case  of  defence  : and  also  horses,  and  from  thence  to  proceed  to  Scotland, 
the  castles  ut  Siei ling,  Dumbarton,  and  Black-  which,  one  would  think,  were  a very  round 
ness,  to  shew  their  present  condition,  and  want  about  way.— And  as  to  our  troops  from  hence 
they  are  in,  and  that  he  had  formerly  sent  a which  were  to  assist  them,  the  several  regi- 
me mortal  of  Mr.  Slezer’s  for  a train  of  artil-  men ts  of  horse,  dragoons  and  foor,  had  not 
lery  ; u!l  which  he  hopes  will  be  considered  : their  orders  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to 

lie  adds,  i believe  (snys  he)  there  was  never  a inarch  till  the  11th  of  March.  The  next  day 
country  more  destitute  and  defenceless  than  orders  were  given  for  them  to  augment,  and  ou 
we  are,  nor  have  we  so  much  as  a Treasury,  or  the  14th  they  were  ordered  to  inarch  northward, 
any  money  for  iucident  charges  ; so  that  I which  was  certainly  too  long  a delay,  consider- 
mu>t  aiiain,  by  the  council’s  order,  lay  these  ing  what  a march  it  is  from  hence  to  Edinburgh  ; 
thing*  before  your  lordships,  and  that  at  least  yet  this  was  all  the  rcadiuess  they  were  in  to  as- 
sume order  may  be  gi.en,  whereby  necessary  sist  them. 

expences  may  be  defrayed.  And  the  earl  of  “ But  there  is  one  thine  which  is  most  amaz- 
Alarr’s  letter  of  the  13th  from  hence,  is  the  ing,  and  I must  again  desire,  if  I am  wrong  iu 
first  account  we  have  of  any  money  that  was  fact,  that  some  lord  here,  who  I am  sure  can, 
ordered  for  Scotland : By  all  which  it  plainly  will  set  me  right.  The  queen,  as  I shewed  to 
appears,  that,  oot withstanding  the  orders  the  your  lordships  in  her  letter  of  the  8th  of 
queen  mentions  in  her  letter  of  the  8th  of  .March,  which  your  clerk  just  now  read,  told 
March,  the  council  had  not  a shilling  for  neces-  the  council  of  Scotland,  our  troops  from  Ire- 
tary  expences  on  the  1 1th,  nay,  not  so  much  as  land,  which  we  mentioned  in  our  lust,  are  ready 
one  penny  ordered  till  the  13in  ; and  as  to  the  to  embark  in  transport-ships  provided  in  those 
establishment,  notwithstanding  all  the  pressing  places  with  all  necessaries  lor  that  service : 
instances,  that  was  not  settled  till  after  the  in-  And  yet  it  does  appear  plainly,  that  there  were 
\ausion,  as  appears  by  the  earl  of  Marr's  letters  no  transports  provided  at  that  time  here;  nor 
of  the  12th  and  13th  of  March. — This,  my  were  any  transport-ships  ordered  in  Ireland; 
lord,  is  the  true  slate,  as  appears  from  the  pa-  nay,  the  very  orders  to  provide  transports  were 
pers  themselves  given  in,  relating  to  the  force  not  given  by  my  lord  Sunderland  till  the  13th 
of  that,  I had  almost  said  deserted,  but  I may  of  March  here;  nor  by  my  herd  Lieutenant  of 
TOL.  VI.  ” 3 D 
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Ireland,  for  the  troops  to  be  in  a readiness  to  | 
be  transported  till  the  13th,  and  then  my  lord 
Sunderland  semis  an  order  to  the  Cominis-  j 
ftioners  of  Transports,  telling  them,  That  it  is  1 
her  majesty’s  pleasure  that  they  forthwith  take 
up  shipping  for  the  transportation  of  600  horse, 
that  are  to  embark  at  the  White  House  be- 
tween Carrickfergus  and  Belfast:  And  it  is 

left,  says  he,  to  your  discretion  to  hire  these 
ships  either  at  Whitehaven,  Liverpool  or  Ches- 
ter, as  you  can  do  it  with  most  expedition  and 
conveniency.  And  upon  the  13th  his  lordship 
sends  another  letter,  acquainting  them,  that 
they  are  to  provide  aboard  those  ships,  hay 
and  oats  snfficient  to  serve  GOO  horse  for  a 
fortnight,  and  as  many  water  casks  as  may#  be  j 
necessary  to  carry  water;  particulars  that  were 
it  seems  forgot  in  the  first  orders  : And  in  an 

extract  of  the  earl  of  Pembroke’s  letter  to  the 
Lords  Justices  of  Ireland,  of  the  13th,  lie  tells 
them,  ‘ I did  not  in  the  least  doubt  hut  that 
your  lordships  will  issue  proper  orders  for  one 
regiment  of  horse,  and  two  of  dragoons,  to  em- 
bark whenever  there  shall  be  occasion  for 
them  : And  it  is  her  majesty’s  opinion,  that  the 
regiment  under  the  command  of  lieutenant- 
general  Langston,  major-general  Echlvn,  and 
lord  Tunbridge,  should  be  on  this  service  ; and 
I am  of  opinion  that  it  will  be  for  the  service  of 
the  queen,  to  have  these  three  regiments  move 
with  all  convenient  speed,  and  take  their  quar- 
ters in  and  about  Belfast  and  Carrickfergus, 
that  they  may  be  in  a readiness  to  embark;  I 
desire  your  lordships  to  give  directions  to  the 
proper  officers  to  provide  and  get  ready  hay, 
oats  and  water,  for  at  least  a fortnight/  And 
here,  if  we  consider  that  these  letters  were 
dated  March  12  and  13,  from  hence,  that  they 
were  to  go  to  the  Commissioners  of  Transports 
here,  and  to  the  Lords  Justices  in  Ireland,  that 
after  these  transports  were  to  he  agreed  for, 
and  hay,  oats  ana  water  to  he  provided,  and 
the  three  regiments  ordered  to  march,  what 
time  this  would  take  up,  it  seems  very  evident, 
that  her  majesty  was  not  truly  acquainted  with 
the  danger  she  was  in  ; that  she  thought  these 
thing?  were  in  a readiness  which  were  not;  and 
that  the  orders  she  had  given  had  not  been  ob- 
served, as  she  concluded  they  were;  and,  in 
the  last  place,  that  these  three  regiments  must 
arrive  iu  Scotland  very  late. 

“ Blit  there  is  one  thing  more  so  very  new, 
and  without  precedent,  that  it  cannot  hut  be 
very  ostc:  idling ; w hich  is  that  in  the  earl  of 
Levon’s  Instructions  of  the  4th  of  March,  in 
that  part  where  he  is  ordered  to  Ireland  for  ns- 
fistanre,  there  is  a blank  left  os  to  the  person 
to  whom  he  is  to  write  ; the  words  are  these  : 

* You  arc,  upon  the  first  appearance  of  any 

1 squadron  ol  French  ships  upon  the  coast,  to 
‘ send  to  Ireland  to  to  nriver- 

‘ tise  him  thereof,  who  has  orders  to  send 

* troops  to  your  assistance  and  yet,  as  was 
just  now  proved,  both  from  my  lord  Sunder- 
land’s letter  to  the  Commissioners  of  Trans- 
ports, and  from  my  Lord  Lieutenant’s  to  the 
Lords  Justices,  there  were  not  so  much  as  or- 


ders given  for  any  transports  here  till  the  l?tb, 
nor  any  ever  in  Ireland,  nor  were  the  three  re- 
giments directed  to  move,  in  order  to  embark- 
ing, till  the  13th.  I confess,  when  I read  this, 
I thought  it  was  a mistake  of  the  transcriber, 
till  I saw  these  words  in  the  earl  of  Lew's 
own  letter,  of  the  7th  of  March,  to  the  earl  of 
Marr.  * I desire  you,*  says  the  earl  of  Letec, 
* to  send  dow  n the  name  of  the  person  1 anno 
write  to  in  Ireland,  if  there  be  occasion;  and 
must  still  entreat  your  lordship  that  orders  be 
sent  for  some  horse  and  dragoons  to  embark.’ 
And  again  in  his  letter  of  the  13th,  where  be 
has  these  words  to  the  earl  of  Marr,  he  repents 
the  same  thing  ; ‘ Pray  endeavour  to  get  orders 
sent  straight  to  Ireland  for  the  officers  thereto 
embark,  for  you  know  I have  no  person’s  name 
to  whom  I should  write.'  This  convinces  me 
beyond  what  any  man  can  say,  that  his  lord- 
ship  did  not  know  to  whom  to  write,  for  sore  his 
lordship  would  not  repeatedly  affirm  what  «a* 
not  fact ; and  whoever  considers  that  there 
were  no  orders  lodged  any  where  for  any  per- 
son from  Ireland,  upon  advice  from  the  earl  at 
Leven  of  the  appearance  of  the  enemy,  to  fol- 
low his  direction,  and  hasten  to  his  assistance; 
nor  any  orders  at  all  for  transports  there;  not 
any  direction  Ik r*»  for  transports  till  the  12th, 
must,  I think  convinced  that  this  blank  ;n 
the  instruct iu.is  did  not  happen  by  chance,  but 
was  a premeditated  and  designed  omission.— I 
would  not  forget  any  care  that  was  taken,  and 
j therefore  must  take  notice,  that  on  the  27th  oi 
February  there  were  an  hundred*  barrels  of 
powder  ordered  to  he  sent  from  Berwick  to 
| Edinburgh  : but  the  earl  of  Leven  was  not  writ 
- to  about  it  till  the  2nd  of  March,  which  wst 
( four  days  delay.  And  the  order  itself  was  so 
■ very  preposterous,  I had  almost  said  ridicuJoM, 
(much  like  tlmt  of  Baker’s)  that  it  had  full c* 
| well  been  omitted  ; for,  instead  of  ordering  the 
| store  keeper  of  Berwick  immediate  ly  to  carry  a 
' hundr id  barrels  of  powder  to  Edinburgh,  they 
send  an  order  to  one  Mr.  James  ltobb,  deputy 
store  keeper  of  Edinburgh,  to  get  carts  and 
with  them  to  Berwick,  and  take  300  barrels  c-t 
powder  and  bring  it  to  Edinburgh.  And  Mr. 
Giieue,  store  keeper  of  Berwick  to  the  hoard 
of  the  ordnance,  writes  n letter,  dated  March 
| the  10th,  1707-8,  hither,  that  Robb  was  coo* 
j to  Berwick,  and  the  carts  would  be  therf 
that  night.  And  I appeal  to  a lord,  who  can- 
! not  hut  know  whether  the  powder  came  to 
| Edinburgh  before  the  danger  was  past,  and  u1® 
j French  ofif  our  coast  ? And  whoever  will  retitcb 
j that  the  carl  of  Leven ’s  letter,  dated  here  the 
2nd  of  March,  was  to  go  to  Edinburgh;  t!^t 
then  at  Edinburgh  carriages  are  to  be  taken  up 
for  the  powder,  then  they  are.to  go  to  Berwtf  , 
and  from  Berwick  they  are  to  return  again*' 
Edinburgh,  will  fiud  it  could  hardly  be  diet* 
sooner. 

u The  next  thing  I shall  take  notice  o!  k> 
your  lordships,  is  the  State  of  the  Garris^5' 
The  parliament  Imd  giyen,  the  20th  of  f 
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cannot  but  think  your  lordships  will  he  grently 
Aurprized,  when  you  tind  in  what  a wretched 
condition  they  were.  I will  give  your  lordships 
but  an  instance  or  two,  the  rest  are  much  in 
the  same  state  : 

**  Sterling-Cast U. — This  is  a very  considera- 
ble post,  a place  of  great  importance ; and 
yet  what  an  account  is  there  of  the  arms  and 
ammunition  in  that  place?  One  barrel  of 
powder.  550  firelocks,  of  which,  about  100 
for  service,  and  some  of  that  100  want  ram- 
rods, and  some  nails,  all  the  rest  unser- 
viceable. 780  muskets,  which  may  he  for 
service,  when  furnished  with  ram-rods ; some 
nails,  and  some  shattered  in  the  stocks.  380 
muskets,  with  brokeu  stocks  and  locks,  and 
many  wanting  locks,  and  all  unserviceable. 
150  bundles  of  match,  all  damnified  with 
lying  in  min.  300  bayonets,  with  most  of 
them  broken  and  spoiled,  altogether  unser- 
viceable. 300  cartridge  boxes,  all  broken  and 
unserviceable.  200  pikes,  damnified  by  long 
lying.  40  cannon-balls,  18  pounders.  70 
cannon-balls,  12  pounders.  1,200  balls,  9 
under?.  3,400  four  pounders.  20  small 
mb- shells  without  mortars.  1,200  hand  gre- 
aado  shells.  50  stands  back  and  breast : 

“ Ordnance  Stores  in  Blackness  Castle. — Two 
barrels  of  coni- powder,  100  each  : 100  yards 

of  match.  4 hand-spikes.  59  musket  barrels, 
repairable.  7 scimitar  blades,  useless.  1,000 
pound  musket  bullets.  3 ladles,  one  servicea- 
ble, the  others  useless.  2 cannon,  3 pounders. 
1 train  carriage,  unserviceable.  2 minions. 
3 faulcnns  oil  ship- carriages,  unserviceable.  77 
balls  for  minion.  25  balls  for  3 pounders.  149 
band  grenado  shells. 

M Dumbarton  Cnstle. — There  are  several 
breaches  in  the  wall  there  are  12  brass-guns, 
none  of  them  mounted,  all  of  them  want  car- 
riages : there  is  no  powder  in  the  garrison, 
and  but  few  flints  ; all  the  lodgings  in  a ruinous 
condition ; no  coals  in  the  garrison,  nor  any 
other  provision  ; the  firelocks,  being  long  since 
they  were  gotten,  are  very  ill  fixed.  Edin- 
burgh,  M arch  0,  1707-8.  The  ubovemen- 
tioned  is  the  true  condition  of  the  castle  of 
Dumbarton  at  present. 

* I need  not,  my  lords,  I think,  make  any 
observations  upon  the  Castles,  after  your 
lordships  have  seen  the  wretched  state  of 
tliem  : and  therefore,  in  the  last  place,  shall 
only  take  notice  to  your  lordship,  that, 
after  the  Invasion  was  over,  there  were 
estimates  made,  wbat  it  would  cost  to  put  the 
fortifications  of  Scotland  in  good  repair.  The 
total,  as  appears  by  your  Schedule,  amounts  to 
S3, 156/.  of  which  there  could  be  hut  3,000/. 
laid  out  this  year  ; and  yet  there  has  been  but 
poor  1,500/.  expended  upon  that  service  this 
year,  as  appears  by  your  paper. 

“ I will  not  trouble  you  farther,  I think  this 
matter  is  now  very  plain  before  your  lordships ; 

I could  with  I had  not  said  one  word  of  truth 
in  what  I have  said  to  you ; but  the  vouchers 
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shew  it  to  be  so,  and  if  all  this  he  true,  it  is  a 
very  strange,  a very  surprising,  and  a very  asto- 
nishing troth. — I shall  not  move  any  thing  to 
your  lordships  farther  in  this  matter,  I believe 
there  lias  been  enough  now  said,  to  justify 
those  Lords  for  moving  this  enquiry,  and  shall 
add  but  this  word,  that  if  there  he  no  greater 
care  taken  for  the  future,  than  there  was  at 
this  time  of  such  imminent  danger,  it  will  be 
the  greatest  miracle  in  the  world,  if,  without  a 
miracle,  the  Pretender  be  not  placed  upon  that 
throne.” 

This  is  the  substance  of  what  was  observed 
by  the  lord  Haversham,  though  there  happened 
some  imerlocutorics  between  him  and  another 
Lord  : and  the  observations  were  made  upon 
the  Papers  as  they  were  read.  The  duke  of 
Buckingham  and  several  others  spoke  to  the 
same  effect : upon  which  it ovas  ordered,  that 
that  important  affair  should  be  considered  the 
Tuesday  following  in  a full  House.  But  all 
ended  in  a joint  Address  of  both  Houses,  as  will 
presently  be  seen. 

The  Commons'  Proceedings  concerning  the  fa- 
vasioii.J  During  these  debates  in  the  House 
of  Lords,  the  Commons  had  also  taken  the  af- 
fair of  the  Invasion  into  consideration.  Pur- 
suant to  an  Address  they  had  presented  to  the 
queen,  Mr.  Boyle  laid  before  the  House  a 
state  of  the  whole  matter  of  the  designed  In- 
vasion of  North  Britain;  the  proceeding* 
against  the  late  lord  Gridin,  and  others  taken 
in  open  rebellion,  and  also  an  account  of  the 
names  of  all  those  that  were  taken  up,  and  the 
proceedings  against  them  ; and,  in  what  pas- 
ture of  defence  the  castles  and  garrisons  of 
North  Britain  were  at  that  time,  and  now  are. 
Not  long  after  the  Commons  resolved  to  pre- 
sent another  Address  to  the  queen,  “ That 
there  might  lie  laid  before  them  a list  of  the 
ships  of  war  employed  on  account  of  the  late 
Invasion,  under  vice  admiral  Byng  and  rear 
admiral  Baker,  nnd  of  the  names  of  the  cap- 
tains, who  were  employed  in  that  expedition^ 
and  what  journals  had  been  delivered  in,  re- 
lating to  the  same.”  But,  after  all  these  Ad- 
dresses, when  the  papers,  relating  co  this  af- 
fair, came  to  be  considered,  the  House  at 
length  resolved,  ‘ First,  That  orders  were  not 
issued  for  the  marching  of  the  troops  in  Eng- 
land until  the  14th  day  of  March,  it  being  ne- 
cessary for  the  security  of  her  majesty’s  person 
and  government,  that  the  troops  in  this  part  of 
the  kingdom  should  not  march  into  Scotland, 
till  there  was  certain  intelligence  that  the 
enemy  intended  to  land  in  that  port  of  the 
United  Kingdom.  Secondly,  That  timely  and 
effectual  care  was  taken  by  those  employed 
under  her  majesty,  at  the  time  of  the  intended 
Invasion  of  Scotland,  to  disappoint  the  designs 
of  her  majesty’s  enemies  both  at  home  nnd 
abroad,  by  fitting  out  a sufficient  number  of 
men  of  war,  ordering  a competent  number  of 
troops  from  Flanders,  giving  directions  for  the 
forces  in  Ireland  to  be  ready  for  the  auistaned 
of  tht  nation,  and  by  making  the  necessary 
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and  proper  dispositions  of  the  forces  in  feng- 
land.”* 

The  Commons  vote  their  Thanks  to  the  Duke 
of  Alurlhorongh,  though  absent.]  Jan.  22.  The 
Commons  unanimously  resolved,  “ That  the 
Commons  of  Great  Britain  being  truly  sensi- 
ble, not  only  of  the  grent  and  eminent  services 
performed  by  his  grace  the  duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough, the  last  successful  campaign,  so  much 
to  the  honour  of  Great  Britain,  and  advantage 
of  all  Europe;  but  also  (he  indefatigable  zcnl 
he  persevered  in,  for  the  service  of  the  common 
cause  abroad,  while  he  might,  with  reason,  ex- 
pect to  be  received  with  all  the  m.-.rks  of  ho- 
nour and  satisfaction  at  home,  do  with  a just 

* However,  the  author  of  a piece,  supposed 
to  be  written  by  the  lord  Havershnm  himself, 
and  published  in  1709,  in  4 to,  under  the  title 
of  * An  Account  of  the  late  Invasion,  as  it  was 
4 opened  by  lord  Iiaversluun,  in  the  House  of 

* Lords,  on  Friday  the  25th  of  February, 

* 1708-9  : with  some  Observations  that  were 

4 made  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  true 
4 copies  of  authentic  Papers,  in  a Letter  from 
4 a gentleman  in  South  Britain,  to  his  irierfd  in 
4 North  Britain,'  observes,  p.  20,  &c.  11  That 

the  same  papers  being  laid  before  the  House 
of  Commons,  pursuant  to  their  Address,  pro- 
duced the  like  observations  there,  and  that  the 
Scots  gentlemen  concurred  with  the  English, 
in  blaming  the  conduct  of  the  ministry  ; affirm- 
ing it  was  such  as  gave  great  encouragement  to 
the  enemies  of  the  government ; while  its 
friends  look  on  their  country  to  be  perfectly 
given  up.  This,  they  said,  was  their  general 
sense.  In  the  House  of  Commons,  some  ob- 
servations were  also  made  upon  the  imprison- 
ing many  persons  in  Scotland  at  that  time ; 
several  lords  and  gentlemen  of  the  best  quality 
and  estates  w ere  apprehended  and  seized,  by 
virtue  of  warrants  sent  from  hence  for  suspi- 
cion ot  treason  und  treasonable  practices ; 
though  it  does  not  appear  from  the  papers, 
that  there  was  any  cause  to  suspect ; nor  that 
any  of  their  countrymen  (who  were  the  pro- 
perty t persons  to  be  advised  with  on  this  oc- 
casion) were  consulted  in  it.  For  the  earl  of 
Mar,  in  his  letter  to  the  earl  of  Leven,  March 
0,  writer,  That  lie,  with  the  dukes  of  Queens- 
berry  and  Montross,  the  earls  of  Loudon  and 
Seafitld,  were  summoned  to  the  cabinet,  and 
were  told  there,  that  since  both  Houses  had, 
for  securing  suspected  persons,  suspended  the 
Habeas  Corpus  act,  it  was  fit  persons  in  Scot- 
land should  be  apprehended ; and  a list  was 
read  to  them,  which  they  took  down  in  writ- 
ing, and  warrants  were  ready  drawn.  This 
was  certainly  a very  extraordinary  way  of 
proceeding,  and  the  more  extraordinary,  be- 
cause the  greatest  part  of  the  lords  and  gen- 
tlemen, taken  up  by  these  warrants,  had  given 
undoubted  testimonies  ever  since  the  Revolu- 
tion (in  which  some  of  them  had  been  very 
active  and  instrumental)  of  their  fidelity  and 
good  affection  to  the  government ; they  had 
fciken  all  oaths  that  have  been  enjoined  for 
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regnrd  to  his  glorious  actions,  return  him  the 
thanks  of  the  House  ;**  And  ordered  the* 
Speaker  to  transmit  the  same  to  his  grace. 

The  Duke's  Answer.]  Which  being  done  ac- 
cordingly, the  duke  of  Marlborough  was  pleased 
to  return  the  following  answer  : 

44  Sir;  Brussels,  Feb.  13,  1709. 

44  I am  extremely  sensible  of  the  great  ho- 
nour w hich  the  House  of  Commons  have  duM 
me,  in  the  Vote  you  have  been  pleased  to  Iran- 
mit  me  by  their  order;  Nothing  can  give  me 
more  satisfaction,  than  to  find  tlie  services,  I 
endeavoured  to  do  the  qiuen  aim  iny  country, 
so  acceptable  to  the  House  of  Commons:  Aad 
I beg  the  favour  of  you  to  assure  them,  I shall 

their  security  ; *.hey  had  sat  in  parliament;  and 
some  of  them  had  been  in  offices  and  employ- 
ments of  great  trust  in  the  reign  • f king  Wil- 
liam and  of  her  majesty.  Others,  under  tU 
like  circumstances,  « < rc  taken  up  by  warrant?, 
hearing  date  the  29th  of  March,  when  the 
danger  was  over ; which  made  the  Scots  gentle- 
men very  free  in  declaring,  that  the  taking 
them  np  could  be  for  no  other  reason,  than  to 
influence  the  approaching  elections  to  parlia- 
ment ; and  for  their  disaffection  to  the  iut  crests 
some  courtiers  then  promoted,  rather  than  for 
their  disaffection  to  her  majesty's  person  and 
government,  in  which  they  were  the 
confirmed,  because  they  saw  there  was  no  evi- 
dence in  the  papers  ugamst  nnyol  them.  There 
was  indeed  some  evidence  of  high  treason  pre 
tended  against  five  gentlemen,  taken  up  by 
warrants  from  the  privy  council  of  Scotland; 
but  that  was  such,  as  the  lord  advocate  writes, 
neither  he,  nor  the  other  advocates  employed 
for  her  majesty,  did  think  would  convict  them; 
and  therefore,  bumbly  offered  it  as  tb#*ir  opi- 
nion, that  it  would  be  more  for  the  houoraud 
service  of  her  majesty,  and  of  her  government, 
that  they  should  not  be  prusecuied.  Tbeead 
of  Sunderland,  in  his  answ  er,  acquainted  buu, 
he  bad  laid  his  memorial  before  her 
who  was  well  satisfied  with  w hat  he  had  done, 
in  procuring  evidence  against  the  prisoners; 
and  though  possibly,  upon  their  trial,  the  evi- 
dence might  not  be  sufficient  to  convict  then’- 
bv  the  law  of  Scotland,  yet,  considering  all  tnc 
circumstances  of  that  affair,  and  the  noised 
has  made  in  the  world,  her  majesty  thought  it 
absolutely  necessary  for  her  service,  lb** " 
carried  us  far  as  it  will  bear.  Accordm?”' 
they  were  brought  upon  their  trials,  a*»d  ac- 
quitted. After  all  the  observations  made  ufxn 
the  papers,  the  consideration  of  them  faded  w 
the  House  of  Commons,  iu  the  Resolution 
above  mentioned.  The  gentlemen  that  *tT* 
against  this  Resolution,  desired  that  all  d*Pa* 
pers  laid  before  the  House,  relating  to  the  in- 
tended Invasion  of  Scotland,  might  be  prioicot 
that  the  world  might  see  and  judge,  bow  *** 
grounded  it  was.  But  those,  wlio  had  jo*  . 
the  ministry  in  their  debates,  and  voted 
the  Resolution,  would  not  suffer  the  p*l,eR| 
be  printed,  so  that  the  question  was  earned  * 
the  negative.” 
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never  think  any  pains  or  perseverance  too 
great,  if  I may  (by  God’s  blessing)  be  instru- 
mental in  procuring  a safe  and  honourable 
peace  for  her  majesty,  and  my  fellow-subjects. 
1 am  with  truth,  Sir,  Your,  &c. 

“ MaBLBOBOrCH.” 

Address  of  both  Houses,  desiring  her  Ahjesli y 
zcotild  not  decline  the  Thoughts  oj  a Second 
-l/fti-ru/pc.]  An  Order  having  been  made  by 
her  majesty's  prirv  council,  in  pursuance  of  her 
majesty's  pleasure  to  them  signified,  “ That  in 
the  Form  of  Prajrer  with  Thanksgiving  to  Al- 
xi’ishty  God.  to  he  used  in  all  churches  and 
chapels  tvlthin  this  realm,  every  year  upon 
the  8ib  day  of  March,  (being  the  day  on  which 
her  majesty  began  her  happy  reign)  in  the 
Prayer  at  the  Communion-service,  immedi- 
ately before  the  reading  of  the  Epistle  for  ill* 
Queen,  as  supreme  governor  of  this  church, 
these  words  following  be  left  out,  ‘ And  that 

* these  blessings  may  continue  to  after-ages, 

* make  the  queen,  we  pray  thee,  an  happy  mo- 

* tlier  of  children,  who,  being  educated  in  thy 
‘ true  faith  and  tear,  may  happily  succeed  her 
4 in  the  government  of  these  kingdoms And 
that  no  edition  of  the  book  of  Common-Prayer, 
with  the  above  mentioned  Form  of  Prayer  and 
Thanksgiving,  be  printed  but  with  this  amend- 
ment." 

Mr.  Watson,  son  to  the  lord  Rockingham, 
moved,  41  That  an  humble  Address  be  present- 
ed to  her  majesty,  that  she  would  not  suffer  her 
just  grief  so  far  to  prevail,  but  would  have  such 
indulgence  to  the  hearty  desires  of  her  subjects, 
as  to  entertain  Thoughts  of  a Second  Mar- 
riage ” This  motion  being  seconded  by  several 
other  members,  was  unanimously  carried,  and 
a committee  appointed  to  draw  up  the  said 
Address:  which  being  agreed  to  by  the  House, 
and  the  Lords  having  given  their  concurrence 
to  the  same,  was  on  the  98th  of  January  pre- 
sented to  her  majesty,  by  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
on  die  part  of  the  House  of  Peers,  and  by  the 
Speaker  of  tbe  Commons,  on  the  part  of  their 
House,  being  ns  follows : 

“ Most  gracious  Sovereign ; 

“ We  your  majesty’s  most  loyal  and  dutiful 
subjects,  the  I -orris  spiritual  and  temporal, 
and  Commons  in  parliament  assembled,  being 
truly  and  deeply  sensible  of  die  many  and  great 
blessings  we  have  enjoyed  during  the  whole 
course  of  your  majesty's  most  glorious  reign, 
do  most  humbly  conceive  we  should  lie  inex- 
cusably wanting  to  ourselves  and  the  whole 
kingdom,  if  we  should  neglect  to  use  our  most 
zealous  endeavours,  that  those  blessings  may 
be  derived  down  to  future  ages:  and  dierefore, 
with  hearts  full  of  die  most  profound  respect 
and  duty  to  your  royal  person,  we  most  humbly 
he»eecb  your  majesty  graciously  to  consider  the 
universal  desires  and  most  humble  supplica- 
tions of  your  faithful  subjects,  that  your  ma- 
jesty would  not  so  far  indulge  your  just  grief, 
as  to  decline  the  Thoughts  of  a second  Nlar- 
nage. — This  would  be  an  unspeakable  joy  to 
your  people,  who  would  join  their  most  fervent 
prayers  to  Almighty  God  to  bless  your  ma- 


jesty widi  royal  issue ; All  of  them  concurring 
in  this  opinion,  That  no  greater  happiness  can 
be  desired  for  your  kingdoms,  dian  that  they 
and  their  children  may  Tong  continue  under 
tbe  gentle  and  gracious  government  of  your 
majesty  and  your  posterity. 

The  Queen's  Answer.]  tier  majesty’s  Answer 
to  this  Address  was, 

“ The  frequent  marks  of  duty  and  affection 
to  my  person  and  government,  which  I receive 
from  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  must  needs 
he  very  acceptable  to  me.  Tlie  provision  I 
have  made  for  the  Protestant  Succession,  will 
always  be  a proof,  bow  much  I have  at  my  heart 
the  future  happiness  of  the  kingdom.  Tbe 
subject  of  this  Address  iB  of  such  a nature, 
that  [ am  persuaded  you  do  not  expect  a par- 
ticular Answer.” 

Mr.  Speaker  having  reported  this  Answer 
Pi  the  House  of  Commons,  they  resolved  to 
present,  another  Address  to  return  her  their 
Thanks  for  the  same. 

Sir  Simon  Hur court's  Speech  on  the  Abing- 
ton  Election.]  Sir  Simon  Harcourt  having 
been  returned  for  Abingion,  and  John  Huckt, 
esq.  having  lodged  a Petition  against  him  to- 
wards the  latter  end  of  this  month,  the  merits 
of  the  cause  were  argued,  counsel  beard  oa 
both  sides;  and  the  dehates  continued  till  two 
in  the  morning,  when  Mr.  Ilucks  carried  it  by 
a considerable  majority,  sir  Simon  having  first 
taken  leave  of  tbe  House  with  the  folluwiug 
Speech : 

“ Whatever  the  determination  of  this  House 
may  be,  this  l am  sure  of,  and  it  must  be  ad- 
mitted, that  I am  duly  elected  for  the  borough 
of  Abington,  as  ever  any  man  was. — Had  it 
been  the  pleasure  of  this  House  to  bave  con- 
strued the  charter,  under  which  this  election  i» 
marie,  according  to  the  natural  and  plain 
words  of  it,  ns  the  inhabitants  have  always 
understood  it;  in  such  a sense  all  former  par- 
liaments have  frequently  expounded  it : had 
you  declared  the  right  of  F.lection  to  be  in 
those  persons,  who  have,  without  any  inter- 
ruption, exercised  it  for  150  years,  you  could 
uot  have  heard  it  insisted,  that  I had  not  the 
majority.  Even  as  you  have  determined  tbe 
right,  tny  majority  is  still  unquestionable. 
No  gentleman,  with  reason,  can  disprove  my 
assertion,  whatever  reason  lie  may  have  to  re- 
fuse me  his  vote. — You  have  been  truly  in- 
formed, the  petitioner,  on  closing  tbe  poll,  de- 
clared he  did  not  come  thither  wit li  any  pros- 

rct  or  hopes  of  success. — So  stupid  then  was 
. as  not  to  comprehend  the  meaning  of  those 
words,  ‘ I would  do  him  justice ;’  I really  be- 
lieve be  himself  was  not  at  that  time  let  into 
tbe  secret.  Any  opposition  may  give  a handle 
to  a petition,  no  mutter  for  the  justice  of  it, 
power  will  maintain  it.  Whoeter  sent  him  on 
such  an  errand  ; what  mean  and  contemptible 
notions  must  he  entertain  of  the  then  ensuing 
parliament  ? he  must  suppose  them  capable  of 
the  basest  action,  ofbeiug  awed  nud  miluenced 
by  menaces  or  promises,  and  to  prostitute  their 
consciences  at  the  word  of  command.  Had 
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there  been  such  a parliament  elected,  and  I report  tlieir  opinion  therein  to  the  Home;' 
declared  not  duly  elected,  1 should  then  have  which  coinmittcb  wits  appointed  accordingly 
left  my  place  w ith  a compassion  for  the  unfor-  Jlr.  Worthy  Montagu's  Bill  for  Nat  units- 
lunate  friends  that  staid  behind  me;  whoever  tog  foreign  Protestants.]  Mr.  Wortiey.Mon- 
could  have  framed  such  a project  to  himself  tagu  made  a motion  for  the  bringing  ui  A 
must  undoubtedly  have  wished  for,  perhaps  Bill  for  the  naturalizing  foreign  I’rotestants,  and, 
have  wanted  such  a parliament.'  He  must  in  a set  speech,  shewed  the  advantages  that 
have  been  a person,  the  most  abandoned  would  accrue  to  the  nation,  by  such  an  act; 
wretch  in  the  world,  who  had  long  quitted  nil  alledging  among  other  particulars,  “ The ei- 
notions  of  right  and  wrong,  all  sense  of  truth  ample  of  the  king  of  Prussia,  who  had  not  only 
and  justice,  of  honour  and  conscience.  What-  invited,  bntfornishedabuodanceof  Frenchrmi- 
ever  his  dark  purposes  were,  it  is  oar  happiness  gees, with  means  to  settle  in  his  dominions;  when 
and,  the  natiou’s,  that  they  were  entirely  dis-  tie  had  fertilized  an  almost  barren  conntry, 
appointed  in  the  choice  of  this  parliament,  improved  trade  and  vastly  increased  his  rew- 
I cannot  directly  point  him  out,  but  whoever  nuei  adding,  that  if  foreigners  were  induced 
he  was,  I have  so  much  charity,  as  sincerely  to  to  settle  under  a despotic  government,  vrlioe 
wish  be  may  feel,  and  be  truly  sensible  of  the  they  found  protection  and  encouragement, 
honour  and  impartial  justice  of  a British  par-  they  would  undoubtedly  be  the  more  inclimd 
liainent.”  [Here  he  summed  up  the  Poll  on  to  bring  their  effects,  at  least  their  industry, 
both  sides,  and  demonstrated,  That  the  counsel  into  Great  Britain,  where  they  would  shire 
for  the  Petition  had  left  him  the  majority  of  the  privileges  of  a free  nation.” 
two  votes,  and  had  added  several  ttnquesiion-  Mr.  Compton  and  several  other  members 
able  votes  to  his  own  Poll.]  “ The  Petition  backed  Mr.  Wortley's  motion;  and  Mr.  Caw- 
charges  me  personally  with  many  indirect  prac-  pioti  sayiug  only,  “ That  if  such  a Bill  were 
tices ; but  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  prove  brought  in,  there  should  be  a clausa  inserted  in 
any  thing  of  that  kind.  As  for  the  indirect  it  for  obliging  such  foreigners,  as  should  be 
practices  charged  on  my  agents,  I had  no  willing  to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  it,  to  receu  t Ur 
agents ; I knew  of  no  opposition  till  the  mom-  sacrament  according  to  the  usage  of  the  church 
ingof  the  election,  nor  had  the  least  apprelien-  of  England  the  House  ordered  the  said  Bill 
gion  of  any.  1 thought  no  agent  necessary  to  ui  be  brought  in. 

promote  my  imerest,  nor  had  X employed  any  Whilst  ihis  Bill  was  depending,  a paper  wss 
person  whatsoever  to  solicit  for  me  : but  what  primed,  and  industriously  dispersed,  importing, 
solicitations,  w hat  menaces  and  promises,  have  1.  That  tlie  conflux  of  aliens,  as  would  pro- 
been  used  against  me,  and  by  w bom,  are  but  bably  be  the  effect  of  such  a law , might  prore 
too  well  known  to  too  many.”  dangerous  to  oar  constitution  ; for  these  would 

Resolutions  of  Supply .]  Feb.  4.  The  Com-  owe  allegiance  to  their  respective  princes,  tod 
mens  in  a grand  Committee  w ent  upon  the  retain  a fondness  for  their  native  countries;  and 
further  consideration  of  the  Supply,  and  re-  therefore,  whensoever  a war  should  break  out, 
solved;  1.  “That 549, 2351. 1?».  8d.  $, be  grant-  might  prove  so  many  spies  and  enemies.  As/,1 
ed  to  her  majesty,  to  defray  the  charge  of  main-  besides  this  pretence,  the  professed  eneniie1  ot 
taming  guards  and  garrisons  in  Great  Britain,  our  established  church  and  religion  might  dock 
and  for  payment  of  invalids  for  the  service  of  over,  with  design  to  effect  its  overthrew.  !• 
the  year  1709,  including  5,000  men  to  serve  on  That  a general  naturalization  might  undoubted I- 

ly  spread  an  universal  disgust  and  jeMos-y 
throughout  the  nation  ; there  having  been 
complaints  and  commotions  in  London,  and 
elsewhere,  on  occasion  of  foreigners.  S.  That 
the  design  of  inviting  multitudes  of  aliens  w 
settle  here,  might  prove  in  time  a further  mis- 
chief ; for  they  would  not  only  be  capable « 
voting  at  elections,  but  also  of  being  chow* 
members  of  parliament ; have  admission  ,nll> 
places  of  trust  and  authority,  which,  ia  pmcf'* 
of  time,  might  endanger  our  ancient  polity  *» 
government,  and,  by  frequent  internssmtS^ 
go  a great  way  to  blot  out  and  extinguish  it 
English  race.  4.  That  anciently  nstorsw* 
tions  by  act  of  parliament  were  seldom  « 
never  made,  but  upon  special  reasons, 
for  particular  occasions.  And  though  som* 
have  given  encouragement  to  foreign  oerctan 
and  weavers  to  settle  here;  it  was  when  our 
weaving-trade,  and  other  manufactures, 
inconsiderable  to  the  advancement  they 
since  attained : and,  that  from  tbesetth** 
of  the  great  customs  in  Edward  the  * 1 ■ 
time,  in  all  acts  of  parliament  for  *ubsl  ‘ 


board  the  fleet.  S.  1 hat  180,000/,  be  granted 
for  the  charge  of  the  office  ofber  majesty’sord- 
tiance,  for  1709.  3.  That  49,S10f.  4».  lOjrf. 

be  granted  for  the  payment  of  one  year’s  inter- 
est of  the  unsatisfied  debentures  charged  upon 
the  Irish  forfeitures.  4.  That  3,500/.  be 
granted  for  the  charge  of  circulating  the  old 
Exchequer  Bills  for  another  year.  5.  That  a 
(supply  he  granted  to  her  majesty  for  carrying 
on  the  coinage  of  the  gold  mid  silver  of  this 
kingdom.”  These  Resolutions  being  on  the 
5th  reported,  were  agreed  to  by  the  House, 
and  a bill  ordered  to  be  brought  ill,  for  con- 
tinuing the  former  acts  for  the  encouragement 
of  the  coinage. 

A Commute  appointed  loeonsiderof  Methods 
to  put  the  Laws  in  forte  against  Pensioners 
and  Place-men  sitting  in  the  House.]  The 
tame  dny,tbe  Commons  unanimously  resolved, 
“ That  a Committee  should  lie  appointed  to 
consider  of  methods  for  the  effectual  execution 
of  the  several  laws  now  in  force,  for  excluding 
from  the  House  of  Commons,  officers  and  such 
as  receive  pensions  during  pleasure,  and  lo 
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since  passed,  aliens  had  always  been  charged 
with  an  increase  of  customs  above  natives,  and 
a discrimination  kept  up  between  them  ; ns 
was  particularly  remarked  by  the  learned  1-ord- 
Chiet- Justice  Hide,  in  a tract  against  a general 
naturalization.  5.  That  it  was  taore  than-  pro- 
bable, that  the  greatest  number  that  would 
come  over,  would  be  of  poor  people,  which 
would  be  of  fatal  consequence  with  respect  to 
the  many  poor  industrious  families,  who  would 
thereby  be  reduced  to  the  uttermost  straits ; it 
being  evident,  that  no  hands  were  wanted  to 
carry  on  our  manufactures,  from  the  great 
quantities  that  lay  on  hand,  their  cheapness, 
and  the  lowness  of  wages  now  given.  What 
then  would  be  the  effect  of  such  an  addition  ? 
For  these  aliens  would  altogether  settle  in 
places  of  manufacture;  there  being  no  in- 
ttances  of  any  of  the  late  refugees  betaking 
themselves  to  the  spade,  plough,  or  flail.  And  it 
would  be  a very  great  charge  to  those  parishes 
wherein  they  should  settle;  there  being  now 
great  numbers  of  French,  who,  for  want  of 
work, were  relieved;  and,  in  a great  measure, 
maintained  by  the  queen’s  bounty  and  charity 
of  their  churches  and  other  well-disposed  per- 
sons, who,  when  naturalized,  would  have  rc- 
course  to  their  own  respective  parishes  for  an 
wluwance.  0.  That  a general  naturalization 
H'oulti,  in  effect,  defeat  the  patent  of  the  net 
of  navigation,  which  hud  alw  ays  been  esteemed 
to  conduce  to  the  interest  of  the  nation,  by 
the  encouragement  and  increase  of  English 
mariners,  and  advance  of  trade.  7.  Hereby,  in 
process  of  time,  aliens  would  Ikj  advanced  in 
nches,  and  her  majestyV  subjects  impo- 
verished; for  those  beneficial  trades,  buying 
and  selling  by  commissions,  remittances,  and  ex- 
changes of  money,  w ould,  in  a great  measure, 
be  ingmssed  by  foreigners,  by  reason  of  their 
many  friends  and  relations  abroad.  Besides, 
such  aliens  living  in  lodgings,  and  at  little 
charge,  frequently  escaping  public  taxes  and 
parish  duties,  would  be  able  to  undersell  and 
undermine  the  native  merchants.  8.  That 
hereby  the  treasure  of  the  nation  would  be 
exhausted  and  remitted  into  foreign  parts ; for 
it  might  well  be  supposed,  that  those  aliens, 
that  have  valuable  estates,  could  nut  or  would 
not  transport  the  greatest  part  thereof  hither ; 
»»d,  leaving  children,  and  their  nearest  relations 
behind  them,  they  would  come  hither  only 
a design  of  getting  riches,  and  to  return  home 
#|?ain  therewith,  particularly  upon  a prospect 
°1  **r;  an  instance  of  which  we  have  in  the 
practice  of  our  merchants,  who,  when  they 
have  got  estates  abroad,  constantly  return  home 
to  enjoy  the  same.  9.  That  the  queen’s 
customs  would  hereby  be  considerably  dimi- 
nished ; for  many  statutes,  which  lay  a greater 
duty  on  aliens  than  on  natives,  would,  as  to 
this,  be  repealed.  10.  That  opportunity  would 
hereby  be  given  to  merchants  to  colour  the 
Roods  and  merchandizes  of  other  strangers  be- 
y<>nd  sea,  their  correspondents,  friends,  or 
relations,  to  tlie  great  detriment  of  her  raa* 
customs,  and  trad#  of  the  native  sub- 
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jects;  a practice  which  was  offered  to  be 
proved  before  their  late  majesties  and  the  lord* 
of  the  treasury  ; which  reasons  did  influence 
the  judgments  of  our  ancestor?,  as  appears 
by  the  statutes  of  1 Hen.  7,  c.  11,  11  Hen.  7r 
c.  14.  22  Hen.  8,  c.  8.  11.  That  the  duties  of 

package  and  scavage  of  the  goods  of  all  mer- 
chants, as  well  denizens  ns  aliens,  were  the  in- 
dispensable right  and  inheritance  of  the  com- 
monalty and  citizens  of  London,  let  to,  farm  by 
lease  (wherein  were  about  18  years  to  come) 
for  a tine  of  1,000/.,  and  the  yearly  rent  of 
P50 /. ; and,  nmong  other  things,  were,  by 
act  of  parliament,  charged  towards  the  raising 
of  8,000/.  per  annum  for  ever  to  the  orphans, 
and  other  creditors  of  the  said  city  ; which 
duries  would  be  wholly  lost,  to  the  great  pre- 
judice of  the  said  city,  and  would  render  then* 
incapable  to  support  the  government  of  tho 
••ime.  1*2.  And,  in  the  Inst  place,  That,  the 
nation  being  now  engaged  in  on  expensive, 
though  necessary  war,  taxes  high,  trade  ob- 
structed, great  quantities  of  woollen,  and  other 
manufactures,  lay  unsold;  and,  as  an  effect 
hereof,  the  several  prices  of  making  them  very 
small,  many  families  destitute  of  work  through- 
out the  kingdom.  What  then,  at  such  a time 
as  this,  must  be  the  consequence  of  inviting 
hither  by  a general  naturalization,  multitudes 
of  poor  foreigners,  who  would  only  employ 
themselves  in  trade  and  manufactures? 

On  the  other  hand,  the  City  of  Loudon  having 
petitioned  the  Commons  on  the  18th,  that  they 
might  be  heard  by  their  counsel  against  the  said' 
bill;  and  their  request  being  granted,  their  law- 
yers chiefly  insisted  on  the  11th  of  the  before- 
mentioned  Reasons;  but,  upon  examination,  it 
was  found,  that  the  duties  of  package  and  sca- 
vnge  did  not,  of  late,  yield  above  20/.  per  an- 
num, most  of  the  foreign  merchants  being  al- 
ready naturalized.  The  majority  of  the  House 
easily  discerned  the  captiousncss  of  the  other 
popular  arguments,  being  thoroughly  convinced, 
both  by  their  own  observation,  and  the  reasons 
nlledged,  both  within  and  without  the  walls 
* That  * (as  the  preamble  of  the  hill  sets  it  forth) 
‘ the  increase  of  people  is  a means  of  advancing 
i the  wealth  and  strength  of  a nation.*  Which 
maxim,  the  fundamental  of  sound  politics,  was 
abundantly  verified,  not  only  in  Prussia,  Hol- 
land, and  other  Protestant  countries,  which  had 
vastly  increased  in  riches  by  the  French  refu- 
gees settling  there ; but  principally  in  Great 
Britain,  where,  by  the  industry  of  the  said  refu- 
gees, several  new  manufactures  had  been  sec 
up,  and  others  improved,  to  the  great  advance- 
ment of  trade,  and  the  total  turning  the  balance 
thereof,  to  the  prejudice  of  France,  and  benefit 
of  this  nation.  That,  besides  the  improvement 
of  commerce,  the  French  refugees  had  greatly 
contributed  towards  the  support  of  the  Revolu- 
tion settlement,  by  putting  the  best  part  of  their 
own  substance,  and  of  their  friends  and  rela- 
tions abroad,  into  the  public  funds:  (Of  which 
they  had  a fresh  instance  in  their  subscribing 
near  600,000/.  into  the  bank  of  Fngland)  inso- 
much, that,  by  a modest  computation,  the  re* 
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fugeec  were  reckoued  to  have  above  two  mil- 
lions sterling  in  the  government.  That  as  they 
could  not  be  supposed  to  have  brought  one  half 
of  that  money  into  England,  so  it  was  prudence 
to  divert  the  thoughts  they  might  have,  upon  the 
conclusion  of  the  war,  to  carry  their  vast  gains 
abroad,  (which  would  very  much  lessen  the 
current  cash  and  credit  of  Great  Uritaiu,)  by 
granting  them  the  advantages  and  privileges 
enjoyed  by  her  majesty's  natural-born  subjects; 
which  would  not  only  invite  them  to  settle  here, 
but  likewise  bring  over  such  of  their  friends  and 
relations  as  might  hope  to  inherit  their  estates. 
That  the  Trench  refugees  had,  at  all  times,  in 
their  several  stations  and  callings,  given  signal 
proofs  bf  their  love  for  our  happy  constitution, 
and  of  their  zeal  and  affection  for  the  govern- 
ment: nnd  in  particular,  such  of  them  as  had 
military  employments,  which  tl*ey  had  dis- 
charged, both  in  tl<e  lute  and  present  war,  with 
distinguished  bravery  and  conduct.  That  this 
war  had  already  consumed  such  a vast  number 
of  men,  that  it  was  highly  necessary  to  supply 
that  loss  by  inviting  foreigners  to  come  over, 
whether  the  war  continued,  which  would  still 
increase  the  scarcity  of  men ; or  whether  it  was 
drawing  to  a period,  in  which  case  a great  num- 
ber of  hands  would  be  requisite  to  carry  on  the 
manufactures.  And  in  short,  that  all  the  ob- 
jections against  a naturalization  were  grounded 
upon  this  false  supposition,  ‘ That  foreigners 
‘ would  ever  continue,  nnd  be  looked  upon  as 
* such:'  which  was  sufficiently  confuted  by  past 
and  daily  experience. 

When  those  who  were  against  the  Rill  per- 
ceived they  should  have  no  strength,  if  they  set 
themselves  directly  to  oppose  it,  they  studied 
to  limit  strangers  in  the  receiving  the  Sacra- 
ment, to  the  way  of  the  church  of  England. 
This  probably  would  not  have  hindered  many, 
who  were  otherwise  disposed  to  come  among 
us:  for  the  much  greater  part  of  t lie  Trench 
came  into  the  way  of  our  church.  But  it  was 
thought  best  to  cast  the  door  as  wide  open  as 
possible,  for  encouraging  of  strangers  ; and 
therefore  siuce,  upon  their  first  coining  over, 
some  might  chuse  the  way  to  which  they  had 
been  accustomed  beyond  sea,  if  seemed  the 
more  inviting  method  to  admit  of  all  who  were 
in  any  Protestant  Communion.  Accordingly, 
the  Bdl  was  carried  in  the  House  of  Comuious 
by  a great  majority,  for  naturalizing  all  Foreign 
Protestants,  upon  their  taking  the  oaths  to  the 
government,  and  receiving  the  Sacrament  in 
any  Protestant  church.  All  those  that  appear- 
ed for  this  comprehensive  way,  were  reproached 
for  their  coldness  and  indifi'eicnce  in  the  con- 
cerns of  the  church.  Of  this  the  bishop  of 
Sarum  had  a largo  share  ; for,  when  the  Bill 
was  brought  up  to  the  Lords,  he  spoke  copi- 
ously for  it;  whilst  the  bishop  of  Chester  spoke 
as  zealously  against  it,  who  seemed  resolved  to 
distinguish  himself  us  a zealot  for  that  which 
was  called  High  Church.  The  Rill  passed  with 
very  little  opposition,  though  it  was  protested 
against  by  several  lords,  as  prejudicial  to  trade 
and  manufactures,  and  of  ill  consequence  to  our 
liberties  and  religion. 


Resolutions  qf  Supply.]  Feb.  7.  The  Com- 
mons in  a grand  Committee,  considered  further 
of  the  Supply,  and  resolved,  “ To  grant,  1st, 
1,081,083/.  Os.  Ad.  lor  maintaining  the  force* 
in  her  majesty's  pay,  to  serve  in  Spain  aod 
Portugal  for  the  service  of  the  year  1709.  Aotl 
?ndly,  14-1,000/.  towards  defraying  the  charge 
of  transporting  land  forces."  Which  Resolu- 
tions were  agreed  to  the  next  day. — On  the 
11th,  in  a Committee  of  the  whole  House,  it 
was  resolved  to  grant  to  her  majesty,  first, 
533,836/.  l it.  Ad.  for  her  majesty's  proportion 
of  the  Subsidies  payable  to  her  allies,  pursuant 
to  the  treaties,  for  the  service  of  the  year  1709. 
And  2udly,  310,748/.  7«.  1 Id.  to  defray  the  ex- 
traordinary charges  of  the  war  already  incurred, 
and  not  already  provided  for  by  parliament ; 
which  Resolutions  were  likewise  agreed  to  bj 
the  House  the  next  day. 

Proposals  of  the  Bank  of  England  to  lU 
Commons. J The  Funds  already  found  out 
scarcely  answering  one  half  of  the  necessary 
sums  for  the  service  of  the  year,  and  the  Com- 
mons being  somewhat  puzzled  about  Ways  and 
Means  ro  raise  the  rest,  the  Ministry  bethought 
j themselves  of  encouraging  the  Bank  of  Eug- 
, laud,  to  lay  the  following  Proposition  before 
that  House : 

**  To  the  Honourable  the  Commons  of  Great 
Britain,  in-  Parliament  assembled  ; 

“ The  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Bank 
of  England  humbly  propose,  That  their  present 
fund  of  100,000/.  per  nunuin,  payable  out  of 
the  5-7 ths  of  the  9d.  per  barrel  excise,  being 
continued  to  tlrcm  unto  the  1st  of  August,  1711, 
they  are  contented  after  that  time  to  accept  Cl. 
per  cent,  per  annum,  for  their  original  stock  of 
1,200,000/.  together  with  4,000/.  per  annum, 
towards  their  charges  of  management  (hitherto 
paid  them)  out  of  the  said  fund.  After  which 
payments  there  being  a remainder  of  24,000/. 
per  annum,  on  the  said  fund,  they  are  ready  to 
advance  400,000/.  at  such  times  as  shall  be 
agreed  upon,  at  til.  per  cent,  per  ann.  being  al- 
lowed a discount  at  <i/.  per  cent,  per  ann.  for 
such  money,  from  the  respective  times  of  its  ad- 
vance, until  the  said  1st  of  August,  1711.  And 
they  humbly  annex  to  this  Article,  That  they 
lie  continued  a corporation,  with  the  said  fund 
preserved  entire  to  them,  for  the  term  of  21 
years,  from  the  said  1st  of  August,  1711,  with 
nil  the  grants,  privileges,  and  immumihs,  they 
now  e»  joy,  bv  virtue  or  in  pursuance  of  any 
act  or  acts  of  parliament,  redeemable  after- 
wards by  parliament  on  a year’s  notice,  and  re- 
pnymeet  of  the  120,000/.  first  advanced,  and 
likewise  of  the  400,000/.  now  to  be  advanced, 
and  all  monies  then  due  upon  tallies,  exchequer 
orders,  or  other  parliamentary  securities. 

“ I hev  are  content  to  take  on  annuity  of  6/. 
per  cent,  per  annum  payable  to  them  out  of 
the  duties  on  Houses,  for  all  the  exchequer 
I il's  that  have  been  made  out  of  them  ; and 
which,  for  any  arrears  of  interest  to  be  due  tl»e 
25th  ol  March  next,  are  to  lie  made  out  to  them 
in  puisuance  of  the  act  of  parliament  in  lh»l 
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behalf  (redeemable  by  parliament  on  a year’* 
notice)  and  to  deliver  up  the  said  bills,  as  fust 
aft  they  can  get  them  ioto  their  custody,  to  be 
cancelled,  so  as  sufficient  provision  be  made  for 
the  payment  of  the  said  annuity  weekly,  for  the 
intermediate  time  between  the  said  25th  of 
.March  next,  and  the  1st  of  August,  17 10,  when 
the  said  duties  on  houses  are  first  to  become 
payable,  by  the  act  last  mentioned  ; or,  that 
they  be  allowed  interest  upon  the  whole,  by 
way  of  rebate,  for  tlio  said  intermediate  lime: 
And  so  that  their  Fund  of  100,000/.  per  annum 
ami  corporation,  have  the  prolongation  desired 
by  the  first  article. 

1 lie  two  preceding  articles  being  agreed  to, 
to  supply  the  public  exigencies  further  than 
they  are  now  able  to  do,  the  present  proprietors 
(being  allowed  the  dividcud  of  March  next)  are 
willing  to  admit  new  suhsciptions  for  doubling 
ihe  present  stock,  paid  in,  of  2,201,171/.  10s. : 
(upon  the  payment  of  115/.  for  every  100/.  sub- 
senhed)  in  order  Co  enable  them  to  circtilate 
2,500,000/.  in  Exchequer  Bills,  for  the  govern- 
ment, provided  they  be  not  obliged  to  such 
circulation,  unless  the  subscriptions  above  men- 
tioned, be  completed.  And  in  case  they  are 
completed,  they  are  willing  to  undertake  the 
circulation  of  such  bills,  to  the  value  of  tlie 
said  2,500,000/.  upon  the  terms,  allowances, 
and  conditions  following,/ which  they  pray  may 
l>c  received  ns  part  of  the  proposal  continued 
in  this  article,)  viz. 

“ That  a sufficient  fund  or  funds  be  appro- 
priated for  the  paying  olf  and  cancelling  the 
whole  2,500,000/.  in  some  certain  time. 

u That  a sufficient  fund  or  funds  be  appro- 
priated fur  the  payment  of  150,000/.  yearly, 
(Lcing  6L  per  cent,  jicr  annum,  upon  the  said 
2,500,000/.)  to  he  thu^  applied,  viz.  75,000/. 
one  moiety  thereof,  lor  the  payment  of  interest 
on  the  bills,  to  run  at  3/.  per  cent,  per  annum, 
or  2d.  n day  for  each  loo/,  and  in  proportion 
fur  lesser  sums ; and  75,000/.  or  3/.  per  cent, 
pet  annum,  to  be  paid  quarterly  to  the  Bank, 
fur  lire  circulation  of  the  said  bills,  as  money, 
after  they  have  passed  through  the  revenue,  and 
re-issueu  from  the  exchequer,  ill  proportion  to 
ahai  they  are  standing  out)  till  the  whole  sum 
be  paid  otT,  or  cancelled.  That  the  interest  of 
such  Exchequer-  Bills  be  paid  oif  and  cleared  at 
tlieExchcauer, before  re-issued  from  thence. That 
auch  bills  be  first  issued  at  convenient  distances 
of  times,  with  regard  to  the  public  services. 
That  the  bills  so  made  out  be  received  in  all 
taxes,  loans,  and  payments  whatsoever,  upon 
any  aids  and  duties,  granted,  or  to  be  granted 
to  her  majesty,  till  the  full  cancelling  or  pay- 
ing of  all  of  them  ; and  that,  uutil  the  said  time, 
they  may  be  locked  up  as  money  in  her  ma- 
jety ’s  Exchequer.  That  the  Dank  be  no  longer 
obliged  to  such  circulation  or  contract,  than 
that  the  said  premium  of  3/.  per  cent,  per  an- 
num be  duly  paid  them,  mid  the  said  hills  be  ac- 
cepted ui  ail  payments,  as  aforesaid.  That  live 
Bank  be  uot  obliged  to  answer  them  ns  money 
ull  the  hills  are  re-is*ued  from  the  Exchequer. 
That  the  bearers  of  such  bills  may  have  right 
VOL.  VJ. 
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to  demand  the  payment  of  them,  from  any  re- 
ceiver or  collector  of  her  majesty’s  revenue 
throughout  Great  Britain,  out  of  the  public  mo- 
ney io  his  hands.  That  no  more  Exchequer- 
Bills  he  issued  or  made  out  by  authority  of  par- 
liament, or  otherwise,  without  the  consent  of 
the  Bank.  That  such  agreement  made  with 
the  Bunk,  be  continued  till  the  said  bills  arc 
paid  off  ami  cancelled.  That  no  member  of 
the  Bank,  (or,  or  by  reason  only  of  his  acting  in 
the  said  circulation,  he  disabled  from  being -q 
member  of  parliament.  That  the  Bank  have 
ail  other  privileges  and  exemptions  in  relation 
io  tlie  said  Exchequer  bills,  as  they  are  entitled 
to  by  the  act  of  parliament  for  tbe  bills  they 
now  circulate,  with  such  further  privileges  aa 
the  parliament  in  their  wisdom  shall  think  fit, 
for  the  better  enabling  them  to  perform  tins 
contract  proposed." 

2 ''he  Proposal  of  the  Bank  accepted .]  These 
Proposals  having  been  referred  to  a com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House,  upon  a report 
from  the  said  committee,  tlie  House  on  the  lbth 
came  to  these  Resolutions  : 

l.“  That  towards  the  raising  the  Supply  granted 
to  her  majesty,  the  Proposition  ot  the  governor 
and  company  of  the  Bank  of  England,  for 
raising  of  several  sums,  amounting  to  2,900,000/. 
upon  such  terms  and  conditions,  and  with  such 
discount,  und  by  such  subscription,  as  are  therein 
mentioned,  be  accepted.  2.  That  an  humble  Ad- 
dress be  presented  to  her  majesty,  That  she 
will  be  graciously  pleased  to  i^sue  a Commis- 
sion under  the  Great  Seal  of  Great  Britain, 
for  biking  subscript  ions,  for  enlarging  the  ca- 
pital stock  of  the  Governor  and  Company  of 
the  Bank  of  England,  for  the  better  enabling 
thorn  to  comply  with  the  Proposition  of  the 
said  Governor  and  Company,  agreed  to  by  th$ 
House." 

The  Queen's  Commission  for  taking  in  Sub- 
scription**] Pursuant  to  the  said  Address,  the 
queen,  by  a Commission  under  tlie  Great  Seal 

* u The  books  were  opened  at  Mercers'  hnl) 
on  the  22nd  of  February  about  nine  iu  the 
morning,  and  by  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon 
the  whole  sum  was  subscribed.  Such  was  the 
crowd  of  people,  that  brought  their  money  to 
this  new  fund,  that  it  was  believed  a million 
more  would  have  been  subscribed  before  night 
if  there  bad  been  room.  This  shewed  both  the 
wealth  of  the  nation  and  their  entire  confi- 
dence in  the  government.  It  was  observable, 
at  this  very  juncture,  tlie  French  court  had  u 
orojcct  for  erecting  a royal  bank  fob  circulating 
their  mint  bills,  but  the  design  was  soon  found 
to  be  impracticable,  because  of  tlie  great 
scarcity  of  money  in  that  kingdom  and  ihe 
almost  entire  ruin  of  their  public  credit.  By 
this  subscription,  and  by  a further  prolongation 
of  the  general  mortgage  of  the  revenue,  the 
Commons  created  good  funds  lor  answering  all 
the  money  they  had  voted  in  the  beginning  of 
the  session.  The  two  third  subsidy  was  appro- 
priated for  the  interest  of  tlie  money  raised  by 
ihe  bank-scheme.”  Tindah 

3 K 


?:>?]  PAUL.  HISTORY,  7 Anne, 

of  Great  Britain,  dated  the  6th  of  February, 
constituted  and  appointed  sir  Thomas  Abney, 
sir  Jonathan  Andrews,  and  divers  other  per- 
sons therein  named,  or  any  seven  or  more  of 
them,  to  be  Commissioners  for  taking  the  Vo- 
luntary Subset  iptions  that  should  be  made  bvf 
or  for  any  person  or  persons,  natives  or  fo- 
reigners, bodies  politic  or  corporate,  of  ony 
sum  or  sums  of  money,  not  exceeding  in  the 
whole,  the  sum  of  2,201,171/.  IOi.  to  be  added 
to,  and  engrafted  upon  the  like  sutn  (being  the 
present  Stock  paid  in  of  the  said  Governor  and 
Company)  for  the  doubling  thereof : and  who 
should  pay  dow  n at  the  time  of  the  said  Sub- 
scription, one  lifth  part  of  the  sums  by  them 
respectively  subscribed ; and  be  w illing  to 
pay  the  remaining  four  fifth  parts  thereof,  to- 
gether with  15/.  per  cent,  more  (being  in  nil 
115/.  for  every  100/.  subscribed)  in  the  manner, 
and  at  sucli  times  as  should  be  appointed 
either  hy  act  of  parliament,  or  by  the  Court 
and  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of 
England. 

On  the  26tl»,  the  House  resolved  to  address 
her  majesty,  “ That  she  would  give  directions 
that  there  might  be  laid  before  them,  nn  Ac- 
count of  what  Public  Debts  had  been  com- 
pounded; what  had  been  received  upon  such 
compositions;  and  what  receivers  had  com- 
pounded.'' 

This  day,  John  duke  of  Marlborough  took 
the  oaths,  and  made  and  subscribed  the  de- 
claration, and  also  took  and  subscribed  the 
oath  of  objuration,  pursuant  to  the  statutes. 

Thanks  if  the  Tsordt  to  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough  for  his  eminent  6‘rnricci.]  March  2. 
The  Lord  Chancellor,  pursuant  to  order, 
gave  the  duke  of  Matlborough  the  Thanks 
of  the  House,  for  his  great  and  eminent  services 
during  the  Inst  campaign  in  Flanders;  viz. 

“ My  lord  duke  of  Marlborough ; I have 
the  honour  to  be  again  commanded  by  this 
House,  to  give  your  grace  their  most  hearty 
and  unanimous  thanks  for  the  great  anti 
eminent  services  you  Lave  performed  this  last 
campaign,  particularly  to  her  majesty  and  her 
kingdoms,  and  in  general  to  alt  the  Allies. — 
When  I List  obeyed  the  like  commands,  I could 
not  but  infer,  from  your  grace’s  former  suc- 
cesses, we  had  still  most  reasonable  expec- 
tations you  could  not  fail  to  improve  them.— 

I beg  leave  to  congratulate  your  grace  that  the 
observation  then  made  has’  proved,  as  it  wa9 
indefd  intended,  perfectly  true. — I hope  I 
shall  UMt  be  thought  to  exceed  my  present 
commission  if,  being  thus  led  to  contemplate 
the  mighty  things  your  grace  has  done  f.»r  us,  1 
I cannot  conclude  without  acknowledging, 
with  all  gratitude,  the  providence  of  God,  in 
raising  you  up,  to  be  nn  instrument  of  so  much 
good,  in  so  critical  ajuncture  when  it  was  so 
much  wanted.” 

The  Dukt't  Answer.]  To  which  his  grace 
replied  : 

“My  Lords;  I hope  you  will  do  me  the 
justice  to  believe  there  are  very  few  things, 
4guld  give  me  more  iatiifuctionA  than  the 
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favourable  approbation  of  my  services  by  this 
House.  And  I beg  leave  to  assure  your  loid- 
ships  it  shall  be  the  constant  endeavour  of  my 
life  to  deserve  the  continuance  of  yoar  good 
opinion.” 

Motion  for  the  Demolition  of  Dunkirk] 
The  talk  of  a Treaty  being  about  this  time 
become  general,  the  lord  Somers  moved  il 
the  House  of  Peers,  “ That  an  Address  be  pre- 
sented to  her  majesty,  that  she  would  be 
pleased  to  take  care,  at  tike  conclusion  of  ike 
War,  that  the  French  king  might  be  obliged  to 
own  her  majesty’s  title,  and  the  Protestant  Suc- 
cession, and  that  the  Pretender  might  be  re 
moved  out  of  the  French  dominions,”  *bch 
was  unanimously  approved. 

The  Committee  appointed  by  the  Lords  to 
draw  up  the  Address  moved  by  lord  Somers, 
having  prepared  it,  and  their  lordships  having 
approved  it,  it  was  sent  down  to  the  Coonnoni, 
where  Mr.  Secretary  Boyle  represented,  “That 
the  British  nation  having  been  at  a vast  ci- 
pence  of  blood  and  treasure  for  the  prose- 
cution of  this  necessary  war,  it  was  but  jus: 
they  should  reap  some  benefit  by  the  peace 
and  the  town  of  Dunkirk  being  a not  of 
pirates,  that  infested  the  ocean,  and  did  ine- 
nite  mischief  to  trade,  he  therefore  moved, 
“ That  the  demolishing  of  its  fortifications  wd 
harbour  be  insisted  upon  in  the  ensuing  treaty  ot 
peace,  and  inserted  iu  the  Address which, 
with  that  amendment,  was  unanimously  ap- 
proved, and  carried  back  to  their  lordships  by 
Mr.  Secretary  Boyle. 

Address  of  both  Houses  for  the  Prescntti a 
of  the  Repose  and  Quiet  of  Eu7vpefbyatab!u.- 
ing  a firm  Friendship  among  the  Allies , to.j 
The  queen  having  appointed  tha  Sd,  at  six  d 
the  clock,  for  receiving  the  said  Address,  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  on  the  part  of  the  Peers,  and 
the  Speaker  of  the  Commons,  on  the  part  ot 
the  Commons,  attended  her  majesty  wilt  i*i 
being  as  folio ws  : 

41  Most  Gracious  Sovereign ; We  your  o*- 
jesty’s  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
Lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  Commons  in 
parliament  assembled,  considering  the  great 
expcnce  of  blood  and  treasure  that  yoor  ma- 
jesty and  your  allies  have  been  at,  in  protf- 
cutiug  this  long  war,  for  securing  the  libertk* 
of  Europe,  do  most  humbly  beseech  your  ma- 
jesty, That,  for  preserving  the  repose  and  quiet 
of  Europe,  ana  preventing  the  ambitious  de- 
signs of  France  lor  the  future,  your 
w ould  be  pleased  to  lake  care,  at  the  couch* 

I sion  of  the  war,  to  continue  at:d  establish  * 
good  and  linn  friendship  among  the  allies;  a*^ 
that  the  French  king  may  be  obliged  to  own 
your  majesty's  title  and  the  Protestant  Suc- 
cession, as  it  is  established  by  the  lews  p| 
Great  Britain  ; and  that  your  allies  beengig™ 
to  become  guarantees  for  the  saute.— And  that 
your  majesty  would  take  effectual  methods,  ikat 
die  Pretender  shall  be  removed  out  of  o# 
French  dominions,  and  not  suffered  to  return 
to  disturb  vonr  majesty,  your  heirs  or  5** 
cessori,  to  the  Protestopt  line.— And  h r tut 
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security  of  your  majesty’s  dominions,  and  the 
preservation  of  Trade,  and  the  general  benefit 
of  the  allies,  your  majesty  will  be  preciously 
pleased,  that  care  may  be  t;yhen  that  the  forti- 
fications and  harbour  of  Dunkirk  may  be  de- 
molished and  destroyed.” 

The  Queens  Answer.]  Her  majesty’s  An- 
swer to  this  Address  was  this: 

M I am  of  the  same  opinion  with  my  two 
Houses  of  Parliament  in  the  several  particu- 
lars of  tins  Address  ; as  I have  also  been  in  all 
the  other  which  they  have  made  on  the  same 
subject.  I assure  you  no  care  shall  be  want- 
ing on  my  part  to  attain  the  ends  they  have 
desired.” 

Resolutions  of  Supply.]  This  Answer  being 
reported  to  the  Commons,  they  ordered  an 
Address  of  Thanks  to  be  presented  to  her  ma- 
jesty ; and  the  same  day,  in  a committee  of  the 
whole  House,  considered  farther  of  ways  and 
means  for  raising  the  Supply,  and  came  to 
these  Resolutions:  “ First,  That,  in  further  part 
of  the  yearly  fund  to  be  settled  pursuant  to 
the  proposition  of  the  governor  and  company 
of  the  bank  of  England,  for  raising  part  of  the 
supply  granted  to  her  majesty,  for  the  service 
of  the  year  1709,  the  duties  on  coffee,  choco- 
late, tea,  spices  and  pictures,  and  the  15  per 
cent,  on  muslins,  which  were  continued,  and 
the  new  additional  duties  on  coffee,  tea,  spices, 
pictures,  drugs,  china-wares  and  callicoes, 
w hich  were  granted  (amongst  other  things)  by 
the  act  of  the  third  year  of  her  majesty’s  reign, 
untitled,  4 An  Act  forcontinuing  duties  on  low 
wines,  and  upon  coffee,  tea,  chocolate,  spices 
and  pictures,  and  upon  hawkers,  pedlars  and 
petty  chapmen,  and  upon  muslin;  and  for 
granting  new  duties  upon  several  of  the  said 
commodities,  and  also  upon  callicoes,  china- 
wares  and  drugs,  until  the  24th  day  of  June 
1710 and  which,  by  an  act  of  the  6th  year  of 
her  majesty's  reign,  were  continued  from  the 
23rd  ol  J uue  1710,  for  the  term  of  4 years  from 
thence  next  ensuing,  shall  be  further  conti- 
nued from  the  expiration  of  the  said  term  of  4 
years,  and  be  payable  to  her  majesty,  her  heirs 
and  successors  for  ever.  2dly,  That,  immedi- 
ately from  and  after  the  time  that  the  sum  notv 
remaining  unsatisfied  of  the  loans  not  exceed- 
ing 700,000 /.  secured  by  the  said  acts  of  the 
3d  and  6th  years  of  her  majesty’s  reign,  upon 
tl>e  said  duties  on  coffee  and  other  commodities 
therein  respectively  mentioned,  and  the  interest 
thereof  shall  be  duly  paid  off'  and  discharged,  or 
that  sufficient  money  shall  be  reserved  in  the  Ex- 
chequer for  that  purpose,  all  the  moneys  which 
dull, or  may  from  thenceforth  ari6e  by  the  duties 
of  coffee,  tea,  chocolate,  spices  and  pictures, 
mushos, drugs,  china-wares  and  callicoes  therein 
continued  or  granted  until  the  24th  day  of  June 
1714,  shall  l»e  subjected  and  made  liable 
to  wards  making  good  the  said  yearly  fund  to 
be  settled  as  aforesaid.  Sdly.  That,  immedi- 
ately from  ami  after  the  time  that  the  sum  now 
remaining  unsatisfied  of  the  loans,  not  exceed- 
ing 636,957/.  4s.  2d.  secured  by  several  acts 
01  the  3rd  and  Gib  years  of  hex  imyesty’s  reigu, 
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upon  the  two  thirds  of  the  Subsidies  therein 
mentioned,  and  the  interest  thereof  shall  be 
fully  paid  off  und  discharged,  or  that  sufficient 
money  shall  be  reserved  in  the  Exchequer  for 
that  purpose,  all  the  moneys  which  shall  or 
may  from  henceforth  arise  by  the  said  two 
thirds  of  the  said  subsidies,  until  the  7th  of 
March  1711,  shall  also  be  subjected  and  made 
liable,  towards  making  good  the  said  yearly 
fund,  to  be  settled  as  aforesaid.  4thly,  Thar, 
towards  raising  the  supply  to  be  granted  to  her 
majesty,  the  impositions  upon  wines,  vinegar, 
aud  tobacco,  which  were  first  granted  to  king 
James  2d,  in  the  first  year  of  his  reign;  and 
the  impositions  upon  the  East-India  goods,  and 
other  goods  charged  therewith,  which  were  first 
granted  to  their  late  majesties  king  William 
and  queen  Mary,  in  the  2nd  year  ol  their  reign, 
and  the  additional  impositions  upon  several 
goods  and  merchandizes  which  were  at  first 
granted  to  king  William  and  queen  Mary,  m 
the  4th  year  of  their  reign;  and  the  several 
duties  on  whale-fins  imported,  which  were 
granted  to  king  William  in  the  9th  year  of  his 
reign ; ull  which  duties  have  continuance  by 
several  subsequent  acts,  until  Aug.  1,  17 14,  shall 
be  farther  continued  to  her  majesty, her  heirs  and 
successors,  from  the  last  day  o(  July  1714,  to 
the  1st  day  of  August  1716,  and  no  longer. 
5th!y,  That,  from  and  after  the  time  that  all 
the  principal  and  interest,  which  by  former 
acts  of  parliament  ure  charged  upon  the  said 
impositions  upon  wines,  vinegar,  tobacco,  and 
East-India  goods,  and  upon  the  said  additional 
impositions,  aud  upon  the  same  duties  upon 
w hale-fins,  or  upon  them  or  any  of  them,  jointly 
with  other  duties,  shall  be  paid  off  and  satisfied  ; 
or  that  sufficient  money  shall  be  reserved  in  the 
Exchequer  for  that  purpose,  all  tlie  monies  which 
shall  from  thenceforth  arise  by  the  said  imposi- 
tions upon  wine,  vinegar,  tobacco,  and  East- 
India  goods,  and  by  lire  said  additional  imposi- 
tion and  duties  upon  whale-fins,  shall  be  appro- 
riated  towards  raising  the  supply  granted  to 
er  majesty.  Gthly,  Tlmt  all  tobacco  to  be 
used  or  consumed  on  board  any  of  her  majesty’s 
ships  of  war  in  auy  part  of  Europe  (which 
shall  be  sold  by  the  commander  or  purser)  be 
stampt.  Tthly,  That  a duty  be  laid  upon  the 
said  stamps.  Gthly,  That  the  said  duty  be  one 
penny  for  every  stamp  to  be  affixed  to  every 
lour  pound  weight  of  such  tobacco,  the  same  to 
be  paid  by  the  manufacturer  thereof.”  Which 
Resolutions  being  the  next  day  reported  were 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

March  7.  The  House  considered  farther  of 
Ways  and  Means,  and  resolved,  1st,  “That  for 
making  good  tlse  allowance  of  3/.  per  cent,  per 
ann.  for  circulation  of  the  Exchequer- Rills,  to 
be  circulated  by  the  governor  and  company  ol 
the  Bank  of  England,  from  the  time  the  said 
Exchequer- Rills  shall  begin  to  be  issued,  and 
the  interest  of  'Id.  per  diem  for  every  10 Ol.  to 
be  borne  upon  the  said  bills,  until  the  fund) 
which  are  to  be  made  liable  to  the  said  allow- 
ances for  interest  and  circulation  shall  take 
effect!  and  be  sufficient  fox  that  purpose,  a 
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power  ami  direction  be  given  for  issuing  like 
Exchequer-hills,  quarterly  for  so  much  as  the 
said  allowances  lor  interest  and  circulation 
shall  amount  unto;  and  th.it  the  said  quarterly 
Toils  have  also  the  like  allowances  as  to  the  in- 
terest and  circulation  from  the  respective  times 
of  their  being  made  forth,  and  have  the  same 
currency  in  the  public  revenues,  and  be  also 
chargeable  upon  tlie  s -me  cancelling  foods,  and 
be  in  a'd  respects  circulated  upon  the  same 
terms  ami  conditions  as  the  other  Exchequer 
bills,  to  he  ni  »do  forth  in  pursuance  of  the 
proposition  of  the  snid  governor  and  company, 
fidlv,  That  towards  raising  a sufficient  fund  or 
funds  for  the  payn.g  "fl*  and  cancelling,  in  some 
certain  time,  the  Exchequer  bills  to  be  cir- 
culated by  the  governor  and  company  of  the 
Hank  of  England  in  order  to  her  majesty's 
supply  for  the  service  of  t lie  year  1709,  that 
moiety  or  half  part  of  the  subsidy  of  tonnage 
and  poundage,  and  oilier  duties  nnd  sums  of 
money  payable  upon  wines,  goods  and  mer- 
chandizes imported,  which  w ere  granted  to  his 
lute  majesty  king  Charles  2,  for  Ins  life  by  au 
net  of  parliament  in  the  12th  year  of  his  reign, 
and  which  by  several  subsequent  acts  have 
been  granted  to  continue  till  the  first  day  of 
Augusi  17 14,  shall  he  further  continued  from  the 
last  day  of  July  1 714,  and  he  payable  to  her  ma- 
jesty, her  heirs  and  successors  forever:  nnd  that 
the  same  and  all  arrearages  thereof  (nor  already 
appropriated  by  any  former  act  or  acts  of  parlia- 
ment iri  that  beiurif)  shall  be  made  subject  and 
liaMt  for,  or  towards  the  pnymeut  of  200,000/. 
per  a nn.  to  be  appropriated  and  applied  for,  and 
towards  the  paying  oft'  and  cancelling  the  said 
Exchequer-Bill*  until  they  sliail  be  wholly  dis- 
charged ; the  said  200,000 /.  per  onn.  to  com- 
mence from  the  time  that  the  loans  made,  or 
to  be  made  upon  an  act  of  the  fith  year  of  her 
majest  y’s  reign,  and  charged  on  the  said  half  sub- 
sidy, and  other  duties  therein  mentioned  and  all 
the  interest  thereof  shall  be  satisfied.  ftdly,  That 
the  excess  or  surplus  which  shell,  from  time  to 
time  arise,  of  and  from  the  other  moiety  or  half 
part  of  the  subsidies  of  tonnage  and  poundage 
and  oilier  duties  and  sums  of  money  payable 
upon  wines,  goods  and  merchandizes  iropoitcd, 
which  were  first  granted  in  the  12th  year  of  the 
reign  of  king  Charles  2,  and  which,  by  several 
subsequent  acts,  had  continuance  until  the 
1st  of  August  1712,  for  the  purposes  therein 
mentioned:  Anti  by  an  act  ot  the  Cell  year  of 
her  majesty’s  reign,  were  further  continued  for 
the  term  of  96  years  from  the  last  day  of  July 
1712,  for  payment  of  annuities*  not  exceeding 
1*0,000/.  per  aim.  (which  excess  or  surplus,  by 
a clause  in  tin*  said  act  of  the  6th  year  of  her 
majesty’s  reign  was  reserved  to  he  disposed  for 
the  public  use  and  service,  and  not  otherwise) 
and  all  arrearages  of  the  said  half  subsidies  and 
duties  nut  already  appropriated,  or  to  he  ap- 
plied liy  any  act  or  acts  of  parliament  in  that 
belli.!!*,  shall  nlio  be  made  subject  and  liable 
for  or  towards  the  payment  of  the  said  200.000/. 
per  ann.  for  cancelling  and  discharging  tl;e  said 
is* chequer- BiUs -ns  aforesaid.  4thly,  That  the 


excess  of  surplus  which  shall  from  time  to  tune 
arise,  as  well  by  the  duties  of  coffee,  tea*  choco- 
late, spices,  pictures,  muslins,  drug?,  china- 
wares  and  calliroes,  as  by  the  two  third  parts  sf 
the  subsidies  of  tonnage  and  p<  tmcBgr,  made 
liable  to  the  payment  of  the  allowances  amount- 
ing to  0 percent,  per  asm.  or  thereabouts  for 
interest  and  circulation  of  the  said  Exchtwr- 
Bills,  uftcr  the  «ame  duiies  nnd  revenues  jhr.il 
commence  and  take  effect  for  that  perpe-e 
(which  excess  nr  surplus  shall  remain  from  one 
to  time,)  after  discharging  or  leaving  suthcait 
to  discharge  the  said  allowances,  amounting  to 
6 per  cent,  per  ann.  or  thereabout*,  dull 
likewise  be  made  subject  and  liable  for,  or  to- 
wards the  payment  and  making  good  of  the 
said  200,000/.  per  ann.  for  cancelling  the  snd 
Exchequer-Bills  aforesaid.  £tldy,  That,  in  we 
at  the  end  of  any  year* after  the  tune  wbeotkf 
sain  200,000/.  per  ann.  is  to  commence  as  more- 
said  it  shall  appear  that  the  funds  intend*!  as 
aforesaid  fur  making  good  the  same  shall  hr 
deficient  for  that  purpose.  Then,  nnd  so  oftm 
every  such  deficiency  shall  and  may  be  made 
up  out  of  the  produce  of  these  funds  io  soy 
subsequent  year  or  years,  in  which  shall  appear 
to  be  au  overplus,  to  be  applied  for,  or  towsnis 
making  good  of  such  deficiency.  And  6tbly, 
T hat  tlie  duty  upon  the  exportation  of  copper 
of  the  produce  of  Great  Britain,  nnd  all  brass 
wire  made  litre  be  taken  oft*.”  Which  Resolu- 
tions being  the  next  day  reported,  were  agreed 
to  by  the  House,  and  a Bill  ordeied  to  1* 
brought  in  upen  these,  and  the  other  resolutions 
agreed  to  three  days  before. 

A Rill  for  exchanging  Tobacco  for  French 
[Vines  dropped.]  Sonic  time  before  a Bill  had 
been  brought  into  the  House  of  Commons. 
“ For  tlie  Exportation  of  T obacco  and  other 
commodities,  and  manufactures  of  the  growth 
and  product  of  Great  Britain,'’  the  design  a/ 
which  wa«,  to  exchange  Tobacco  for  French 
Wines:  But  the  Portuguese  Ambassador  hav- 
ing by  a Memorial  represented  to  her  majfttr. 
and  by  word  of  mouth,  to  several  member* 
without  doors,  That  the  hill  was  contrary  t» 
the  alliance  between  her  majesty  and  the  Lint 
his  master;  and  it  being  considered  besides 
that  the  said  exchange  would  redound  to  tk 
advantage  of  France,  and  to  the  benefit  of  lire 
or  six  persons  in  Great  Britain  only:  After  tk 
hill  had  been  twice  read,  and  committed  to  » 
Committee  of  the  whole  House,  the  question 
was  put  on  l he  9th,  that  the  whole  Hou* 
should  then  resolve  itself  into  the  said  Corn*'1* 
tee  ; winch  being  then  earned  in  the  nczati,f' 
the  bill  was  dismissed,  bv  putting  off  the  con- 
sideration of  it  for  a month.  And  on  the  od*r 
hand,  a bill  was  ordered  to  be  broujht  fl>» 
“ For  the  mote  effectual  prohibiting  the  iwfort’ 
ation  of  French  wines,  and  all  other  coirjwr 
dities  of  the  growth  and  product  of  France.’’ 

Rill  for  preserving  the  Privileges  rf 
sudors.]  The  deficiency  of  the  laws  to  fsmuh 
insults,  in  the  cases  of  Foreign  Minister*.  being 
apparent  in  the  case  of  the  Muscovite  And*** 
sudor,  a Bill  was  brought  into  the  House  ^ 
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Common*,  41  For  preserving  the  Privileges  of 
Ambassadors  ami  other  Foreign  Ministers.” 
Coant  Gallas,  the  Imperial  and  Spanish  envoy, 
having  got  a Copy  of  it,  communicated  it  to 
baron  Spanheim,  the  Prussian  Ambassador,  at 
sw  hose  house  there  was  a meeting  of  Foreign 
Ministers,  who  resolved  to  lay  before  the  secre- 
taries of  state  their  observations  on  the  Bill,  in 
a Memorial,  importing,  “ That  the  preamble  of 
the  bill  mentioned  only  the  particular  indignity 
offered  to  the  Muscovite  Ambassador,  and  his 
lieing  arrested  and  taken  out  of  his  coach  by 
violence,  &c.  in  contempt  of  the  protection 
framed  by  her  majesty,  without  taking  notice 
of  the  law  of  nations,  on  which  the  privileges 
of  ambassadors  are  founded,  and  which  is  supe- 
rior and  antecedent  to  all  municipal  laws:  and 

* herefore  they  insisted,  that  in  the  preamble 
these  words  should  be  added,  ‘ Contrary  to  the 
4 law  of  nations,  and  in  prejudice  of  the  rights 

* and  privileges,  which  ambassadors,  and  other 

* public  ministers,  nut  homed  and  received  as 

* such,  have  at  all  times  been  thereby  possessed 
4 of,  and  which  ought  to  be  kept  sacred  and  in- 

* viol  able.’  2.  That,  in  the  Clause  for  pre- 
\ eating  for  the  f iture  the  seizing,  arresting,  or 
imprisoning  of  Public  Ministers,  it  should  be 
made  criminal  to  offer  them  any  insult  or  ill 
treatment.  3.  That  their  equipages,  goods, 
and  other  effects,  of  what  nature  soever,  ought 
likewise  to  enjoy  the  same  protection,  with  their 
persons  and  servants,  and  not  be  seized  or 
stopped  on  any  pretence.  4.  That  their  houses 
ought  to  be  accounted  and  declared  sanctuaries, 
and  no  bailiffs,  or  other  officers  of  justice,  al- 
lowed to  enter  the  same.  5.  And  that  foreign 
ambassadors,  and  other  ministers,  ought  to  en- 
joy these  privileges  from  their  first  coming  into 
Great- Britain,  till  they  are  out  of  her  majesty’s 
dominions,  even  after  they  have  had  their  audi- 
ence of  leave,  as  long  as  tliey  retain  their  cha- 
racters.” The  substance  of  this  Memorial  be- 
ing communicated  to  the  Committee,  to  whom 
tl»t  Bill  was  referred,  they  inserted  the  first 
Amendment  iu  the  preamble,  but  did  not  think 
proper  to  mention  the  other  particulars:  and, 
Mr.  Compton  having  reported  the  several 
amendments  made  to  the  bill,  the  House  added 
a clause, 44  That  no  person  should  be  proceeded 
against  for  having  arrested  the  servant  of  an 
ambassador,  or  Public  Minister,  by  virtue  of 
this  act,  unless  (he  name  of  such  servant  be  first 
registered  in  the  office  of  one  of  the  principal 
secretaries  of  state,  and  by  such  secretary  trans- 
mitted to  the  sberitB  of  London  and  Middlesex, 
who  shall  hang  up  the  same  in  some  public 

Klace  in  their  offices,  &c.”  and  ordered  the 
ill  to  be  ingrossed.  The  foreign  ministers, 
having  also  procured  a copy  of  this  last  clause, 
held  another  assembly  at  baron  Spnnheim’s 
house,  at  which  the  earl  of  Sunderland  assist- 
ing, they  represented  to  him, 44  That  the  exact- 
ing lista  of  foreign  ministers  servants  was  a 
thing  unpractised  in  other  courts,  and  liable  t j 
several  inconvemencies ; and  desired  besides, 
that  the  lord  chamberlain  of  her  majesty’s 
hambold  might  be  added  to  the  number  of 
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persons  appointed  by  this  bill,  to  take  cogni- 
zance of  the  offences  committed  against  the  pri- 
vileges of  Foreign  Ministers,  and  to  inflict  such 
punishments,  as  they  shall  judge  fit.”  But  tlie 
parliament  did  not  think  fit  to  make  any  more 
alterations  in  the  bill. 

BiU  against  Public  Wagers.]  The  Com- 
mons Being  informed,  that  the  humour  of  laying 
Wagers  about  the  events  of  war  was  grown  to 
suqh  an  height,  that  many  unwary  persons  were 
ruined  by  it,  and  that  the  most  crafty  in  those 
bargains  maintained  clandestine  correspon- 
dences abroad,  which  might  be  of  dangerous 
consequence  to  the  government,  a Bill  was 
brought  in,  which  passed  both  Houses,  and  re- 
ceived (he  royal  assent,  (o  prevent  the  laying  of 
Wagers  relating  to  the  Public. 

Resolutions  respecting  Nevis  and  St.  Chris- 
tophers.]  March  14.  Ilia  House  of  Com- 
mons,in  a grand  Committee, took  into  considera- 
tion the  Report  of  the  Lord  lligh-Treasurer, 
made  upon  the  Address  to  her  majesty,  relat- 
ing to  the  people  of  fsevis  and  St.  Christo- 
phers, and  resolved, 44  That  it  did  appear  that 
the  Losses  they  had  sustain'd  by  the  late  inva- 
sion of  the  French,  did  amount  to  upwards  of 
300,0001.  2.  That  it  would  be  for  ine  advan- 
tage of  the  trade  of  Great  Britain,  that  the  in- 
habitants of  the  said  islands  be  enabled  to  re- 
settle there.”  These  Resolutions,  being  on  the 
18th  reported,  were  agreed  to  by  the  House ; 
and  at  the  same  time  a motion  was  made,  that 
n Supply  be  granted  for  enabling  the  said  iu- 
liabitauts  to  resettle  in  those  islands;  which' 
og  the  21st,  in  a grand  Committee,  was  carried 
in  the  affirmative.  And  on  the  25th,  likewise 
in  a grand  Committee,  it  was  resolved, 4t  That 
tlie  sum  of  103,203/.  111.  4 il.  be  granted  for  the 
us?  of  such  proprietors  or  inhabitants  only  of 
Nevis  and  St.  Christophers,  who  were  sufferers 
by  the  late  French  invasion  there,  and  who 
shall  resettle,  or  cause  to  be  resettled  their 
plantations  in  the  said  islands.”  Which  Reso- 
lution was,  on  the  6th  of  April,  reported,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Proceedings  on  the  Bill  concerning  Trials  of 
Treason  in  Scotland .]  The  consideration  of 
the  state  of  the  nation,  with  respect  to  the 
latelnvasion^ave  occasion  to  a bill  concerning 
trials  of  treasons  in  Scotland,  under  the  title 
of  44  An  Act  for  improving  the  Union  of  the 
two  kingdoms.”  This  bill  caused  very  great 
and  long  debates,  and  sprung  from  the  proceed- 
ings against  the  suspected  persons  in  Scotland, 
and  particularly  from  a trial  of  some  gentlemen 
of  that  kingdom,  who  hud  left  their  houses, 
when  the  Pretender  wus  on  toe  sea,  and  nad 
gone  about  armed  and  in  so  secret  and  suspi- 
cious a manner,  that  it  gave  great  cause  of 
jealousy.  There  was  no  clear  evidence  to 
convict  them ; but  there  were  very  strong,  if 
not  violent  presumptions  against  them.  Some 
forms  in  the  trial  had  not  been  observed,  which 
the  criminal  court  judged  were  necessary,  and 
not  to  Ik?  dispensed  with.  But  the  queen’s 
advocate,  sir  James  Stuart,  was  of  another 
mind.  The  court  thought  it  was  necessary 
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by  their  laws,  that tlie  names  of  the  witnesses 
should  have  been  signified  to  the  prisoners  15 
days  before  the  trial.  But  the  queen’s  advocate 
had  not  complied  with  this,  as  to  the  'chief 
witnesses,  so  that  the  court  could  not  hear 
their  evidence.  lie  did  not  upon  that  move 
for  a delay  ; and  therefore  the  trial  went  on, 
and  the  gentlemen  were  acquitted.  Severe 
expostulations  passed  between  the  queen’s 
advocate  and  the  court.  They  complained  of 
one  another  to  the  queen,  and  both  sides 
justified  their  complaints  in  print.  Upon  this 
it  appeared,  that  the  laws  in  Scotland,  con- 
cerning Triuls  in  Cases  of  Treason,  were  not 
fixed  nor  certain.  For  which  reason  a bill 
was  brought  into  the  House  of  Commons  to 
settle  that  matter  ; but  it  was  so  much  opposed 
by  the  Scots  members,  that  it  was  dropped  in 
the  committee.  It  was  taken  up  and  managed 
with  more  zeal  by  the  Lords. 

It  consisted  of  three  heads:  all  crimes, 
which  were  high  treason  by  the  law  of  England, 
and  these  only,  were  to  be  high-treason  in  Scot- 
land. The  manner  of  proceeding  settled 
in  England  was  t<*  be  observed  in  Scot* 
land  ; and  the  pains  and  forfeitures  were  to 
be  the  same  in  both  nations.  The  Scots  lords 
opposed  every  branch  of  this  act.  They  moved, 
that  all  things,  that  were  high-treason  by  the 
law  of  England,  might  be  enumerated  in  the 
act,  for  the  information  of  the  Scots  nation  ; 
otherwise  they  must  study  the  book  of  statutes, 
to  know  when  they  were  safe,  and  when  they 
were  guilty.  To  this  it  was  answered,  that 
direction  would  be  given  to  the  judges,  to 
publish  an  abstract  of  the  laws  of  high-treason, 
which  would  be  a sufficient  information  to  the 
people  of  Scotland  in  this  matter.  That  na- 
tion would  by  this  means  be  in  a much  safer 
condition  than  they  were  now  ; for  the  laws 
they  bad,  were  conceived  in  such  general  words, 
that  the  judges  might  put  such  constructions 
on  them,  as  should  serve  the  ends  of  a bad 
oourt;  but  they  would  by  this  act  be  restrained 
in  this  matter  for  the  future. 

The  second  bead  in  this  Bill  occasioned  a 
much  longer  debate:  it  changed  the  whole 
method  of  proceedings  in  Scotland.  The 
former  way  there  was,  the  queen’s  advocate 
signed  a citation  of  the  persons,  setting  forth 
the  special  matter  of  high- treason,  of  which 
they  were  accused.  This  was  to  be  delivered 
to  them,  together  with  the  names  of  the  wit- 
nesses, 15  days  before  the  trial.  When  the 
jury  was  impannelled,  no  peremptory  charges 
were  allowed  : reasons  were  to  be  offered  with 
every  challenge;  nnd,  if  the  Court  allowed 
them,  they  were  to  be  proved  immediately. 
Then  the  matter  of  the  charge,  which  is  there 
called  the  relevancy  of  the  libel,  was  to  be 
argued  by  lawyers,  whether  the  matter,  sup- 
pose it  should  be  proved,  did  amount  to  high- 
treason,  or  not.  This  was  to  be  determined  by 
a sentence  of  the  Court,  called  the  interlo- 
quitur;  and  the  proof  of  the  fact  was  not  till 
then  to  be  made.  Of  that  the  jury  had  the 
cognizance.  Anciently  the  verdict  went  with 


the  majority,  the  number  being  fifteen;  but, 
by  a late  act,  the  verdict  was  to  be  given  upon 
the  agreement  of  two  third  parts  of  thejun. 
In  tiie  sentence,  the  law  did  not  limit  the 
judges  to  a certain  form,  but  they  could  aggra- 
vate the  punishment,  or  moderate  it,  accord- 
ing to  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  All  ibis 
method  was  to  be  set  aside  ; a grand  juiy  was 
to  find  the  bill  ; the  judges  were  only  to  re- 
late proceedings,  and  to  declare  what  the  law 
was  ; and  the  w hole  matter  of  the  Indictment 
was  to  be  left  intire  to  the  jury,  who  were  lo 
be  twelve,  and  all  to  agree  in  their  verdict— 
In  one  particular  the  forms  of  Scotland  were 
much  preferable  to  those  in  England  ; the  de- 
positions of  the  witnesses  were  taken  indeed 
by  word  of  mouth,  but  were  writ  out,  and 
after  that  were  signed  by  the  witnesses ; tbev 
were  sent  into  the  jury  ; nnd  these  were  made 
a part  of  ^be  record.  This  \vas  very  slow  and 
tedious ; but  the  jury,  by  this  means,  was 
more  certainly  possessed  of  the  evidence,  and 
the  matter  was  more  clearly  delivered  dowmo 
posterity  ; whereas  the  records  in  England  *re 
very  defective,  and  give  no  light  to  an  histo- 
rian who  peruses  them. — The  Scots  opposed 
this  alteration  of  their  way  of  proceeding.  They 
said,  that  neither  the  judges,  die  advocate*, 
nor  the  clerks,  would  know  how  to  manage  a 
trial  of  treason.  They  insisted  most  on  the 
having  the  names  of  the  witnesses  to  be  given 
to  the  persons  some  days  before  their  trial.  It 
seemed  reasonable  that  a man  should  know 
who  was  to  be  brought  to  witness  against  him, 
that  so  he  might  examine  his  life,  and  see  what 
credit  ought  to  be  given  to  him.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  was  said,  this  would  open  a door  w 
practice,  either  upon  the  witnesses  to  corrupt 
them,  or  in  suborning  other  witnesses  to  dt- 
fame  them.  To  this  it  was  answered,  that  a 
guilty  man  knew  what  could  be  brought  agnioit 
him  ; and,  withont  such  notice,  would  take  ah 
the  methods  possible  to  defend  himself.  But 
provision  ought  to  be  made  for  innocent  oun> 
whose  chief  guilt  might  be  a good  estate,  upon 
which  a fuvourite  might  have  an  eye;  and 
therefore  such  persous  ought  to  be  taken  cars 
of.  This  was  afterwards  so  much  softened, 
that  it  was  only  desired  that  the  names  of  the 
witnesses,  who  had  given  evidence  to  ibe  grand 
jury,  should,  upon  their  finding  the  bill,  he 
signified  to  the  prisoner  five  hours  before  his 
trial.  Upon  a division  of  the  House  on  tin* 
question,  the  votes  were  equal ; aud  therefore 
by  the  rule  of  the  House,  that  in  such  a case 
the  negative  prevails,  it  was  lost.  * 

Upon  the  third  head  of  the  Bill  the  debates 
grew  still  warmer.  In  Scotland  many  fatoni* 
Were  settled  by  long  entails  and  perpetuities, 
and  therefore  it  was  said,  that  since,  by  oue 
of  the  Articles  of  the  Union,  all  private 
were  still  preserved,  no  breach  could  be  niiuj 
on  these  settlements.  Bishop  Burnet  earn 
this  further:  he  thought  that  it  was  uen  * 
just  nor  reasonable  to  set  the  children  °n 
begging  for  their  father’s  faults  : that  *"•  c 
mans,  during  their  liberty,  never  thought  o 
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arrying  punishment  so  far : that  it  was  an 
nvemiou  under  the  tyranny  of  the  emperors, 
who  had  a particular  revenue  called  the  Fife  ; 
and  all  forfeitures  were  claimed  by  them,  from 
whence  they  were  called  confiscations  : that  it 
was  never  the  practice  of  free  governments ; 
that  Boulogne  flourished  beyond  any  town  in 
the  pope’s  dominions,  because  they  made  it  an 
article  of  their  capitulation  with  the  pope,  that 
no  confiscation  should  follow  on  any  crime 
whatsoever : that  in  Holland  the  confiscation 
was  redeemable  by  so  very  small  a sum  as  an 
hundred  guilders.  That  many  instances 
might  be  brought  of  prosecutions  only  to  obtain 
the  confiscation.  But  in  this  none  of  the  lords 
seconded  the  bishop.  It  was  acknowledged 
that  this  was  just  and  reasonable,  and  fit  to  be 
passed  in  good  times  ; but,  since  the  nation 
was  then  exposed  to  so  much  danger  from 
abroad,  it  did  not  seem  advisable  to  abate  the 
seventy  of  the  law.  But  clauses  were  agreed 
to,  by  which,  upon  marriages,  settlements 
might  be  made  in  Scotland  as  was  practised  in 
England ; for  no  estate  is  forfeited  for  the 
crime  of  him,  who  is  only  tenant  for  life.  By 
this  act  also  tortures  were  condemned  ; and 
the  queen  was  impowered  to  grant  commissions 
of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  as  in  England,  for 
trying  treasons.  The  Scots  insisted  on  this, 
that,  the  justiciary  or  the  criminal  court  being 
preserved  by  an  article  of  the  Union,  this  broke 
m upon  that.  It  was  answered,  that  the 
criminal  court  was  still  to  sit  in  the  time  regu- 
lated ; but  these  commissions  were  granted 
upon  special  occasions.  In  the  intervals  be- 
tween the  terms,  it  might  be  necessary,  upon 
some  emergency,  not  to  delay  trials  too  long. 
But,  to  give  some  content,  it  was  provided  by 
a clauee,  that  a judge  of  the  criminal  court 
should  be  always  one  of  the  quorum  in  these 
commissions.  Thus  the  bill  passed  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  notwithstanding  the  oppo- 
sition of  all  the  Scots  lords,  with  whom  many 
of  the  Tories  concurred,  they  being  disposed  to 
oppose  the  court  in  every  thing,  and  to  make 
treason  as  little  to  be  dreaded  as  possible. 

The  Bill  met  with  the  same  opposition  in  the 
House  of  Commons  ; yet  it  passed  with  two 
amendments.  By  one,  the  names  of  the  wit- 
nesses, who  had  appeared  before  the  grand 
jury,  were  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  prisoner 
ten  days  before  his  trial.  The  other  was,  that 
no  estate  in  land  was  to  be  forfeited  upon  a 
judgment  of  high>trenson : which  came  up 
fully  to  the  motion  which  bishop  Burnet  had 
made.  Both  these  amendments  were  looked 
on  as  such  popular  things,  that  it  was  not  pro- 
bable that  the  House  of  Commons  would  re- 
cede from  them.  Upon  that,  the  Whigs  in  the 
House  of  Lords  did  not  think  fit  to  oppose  them, 
or  to  lose  the  bill ; and  therefore  it  was  moved 
to  agree  to  these  amendments,  with  this  proviso, 
moved  by  the  lord  Somers,  that  they  should 
not  take  place  till  after  the  death  of  the  Pre- 
tender. It  was  said,  that,  since  he  assumed 
the  title  of  king  of  Great  Britain,  and  had  so 
lately  attempted  to  invade  the  nation,  it  was 


not  reasonable  to  lessen  the  punishment,  and 
the  dread  of  treason,  as  long  as  he  lived. 
Others  objected  to  this,  that  there  would  be 
still  a Pretender  after  him,  since  so  many  per- 
sons stood  in  the  lineal  descent  before' the 
house  of  Hanover,  so  that  this  proviso  seemed 
to  be,  upon  the  matter,  the  rejecting  the 
amendment.  But  it  was  observed,  that  to 
pretend  to  the  right  of  succeeding  was  a diffe- 
rent thing  from  assuming  the  title,  and  attempt- 
ing nn  invasion.  The  amendment  was  receiv- 
ed with  this  proviso  ; but  those,  who  were 
against  the  whole  bill,  did  not  agree  to  it.  The 
House  of  Commons  consented  to  the  proviso, 
which  the  Lords  had  added  to  their  amendment, 
with  a further  addition,  that  it  should  not  take 
place  till  three  years  after  the  house  of  Hanover 
should  succeed  to  the  crown. 

This  met  with  great  opposition  ; it  was  con- 
sidered as  a distinguishing  character  of  those, 
who  were  for  or  against  the  present  constitu- 
tion and  the  succession  ; the  Scots  still  oppos- 
sing  it  on  the  account  of  their  formal  laws. 
Both  parties  collected  their  strength,  and  many, 
who  had  gone  iuto  the  country,  were  brought 
up  on  this  occasion  ; so  that  the  bill,  with  all 
the  amendments  and  proviso’s,  was  carried  by 
a small  majority ; the  Lords  agreeing  to  thi* 
new  amendment.  The  Scots  members  in  both 
Houses  seemed  to  apprehend,  that  the  bill  would 
be  very  odious  in  their  country  ; and  therefore, 
to  mnintain  their  interest  at  home,  they  who 
were  divided  in  every  thing  else,  did  agree  in 
opposing  this  bill. 

The  court  apprehended,  from  the  heat  with 
which  the  debates  were  managed,  and  the  diffi- 
culty in  carrying  the  hill  through  both  Houses, 
that  ill  disposed  men  would  endeavour  to  pos- 
sess people  with  apprehensions  of  bad  designs 
and  severities  that  would  be  set  on  foot ; and 
therefore  resolved  to  have  an  Act  of  Grace  im- 
mediately upon  it.  It  was  the  first  the  queen 
had  sent,  though  she  had  now  reigned  above 
seren  years.  The  ministers,  for  their  own  sakes, 
took  care  that  it  should  be  very  full.  It  was 
indeed  fuller  than  any  former  Act  of  Grace. 
All  treasons  committed  before  the  signing'the 
act,  which  was  the  19th  of  April,  were  par- 
doned, those  only  excepted  that  were  done 
upon  the  sea.  By  this,  they  who  had  embarked 
with  the  Pretender,  were  still  at  mercy.  This  act, 
according  to  form, was  rend  once  in  both  Houses, 
and  with  the  usual  compliments  of  thanks. 

Protest  thereon .]  Before  the  passing  of  the 
said  Bill,  the  following  Protest  was  entered : 

“ Dissentient  YVe  humbly  beg  leave  to 
protest  against  the  title,  preamble,  and  body 
of  this  bill,  for  the  reasons  following:  : 1.  We 

conceive  the  general  title  of  tins  bill  very  %irn-  / 
proper,  because  it  does  not  express  the  particu- 
lar purposes  of  it,  which  are  altering  the  laws 
of  the  northern  part  of  Britain,  and  the  me- 
thod of  trials  in  matters  relating  to  treason  ; 
and  because  we  apprehend,  this  act  will  be  so 
far  from  answering  its  title,  of  improving  the 
Union,  that  we  are  humbly  of  opinion,  and 
sincerely  persuaded,  it  may  have  a quite  con* 
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trary  effect.  2.  The  preamble  of  this  bill 
may  happen  to  give  unnecessary  grounds  of 
suspicion,  to  mistaken  people,  that  there  is  a 
tendency  towards  a total  alteration  of  the  laws 
of  Scotland,  which  cannot  but  create  great  un- 
easiness to  that  people,  who  rested  in  a con- 
fidence, that  their  private  laws  were  secured  to 
them  by  the  Articles  of  the  Union,  so  as  not  to  be 
altered  without  the  evident  utility  of  the  people 
of  Scotland.  3.  It  dors  not  appear  to  be 
necessary,  that  new  courts  and  jurisdictions 
should  be  created  in  a country  where  the 
courts  of  justiciary  were  to  be  preserved  in  the 
exercise  of  their  authority  by  the  Articles  of  the 
Union,  though  it  might  be  thought  reasonable, 
that  the  same  facts  and  offences  might  be  es- 
teemed treason  and  misprision  of  treason,  and 
that  the  punishments  might  be  likewise  the 
frame  ; and  we  do  humbly  conceive,  that  the 
commissions  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  may  be 
construed  an  impairing  the  authority  of  the 
courts  of  justiciary  in  Scotland,  and  the  entire 
alteration  of  the  methods  of  trials  may  render 
it  very  difficult  to  prosecute  any  person  for  the 
crimes  of  treason,  and  very  insecure  for  the 
people,  who  are  to  make  their  defence  in  un- 
known method*.  4.  The  general  description 
of  treason  in  this  net,  without  specifying 
either  the  particular  facts  that  shall  be  account- 
ed treasonable,  or  the  particular  taws  to  be  es- 
tablished in  both  kingdoms,  is  a just  exception 
against  the  bill ; for  it  would  have  been  a great 
satisfaction  to  the  people  of  North  Britain,  if 
these  laws  had  been  reviewed  in  a-  parliament 
where  their  representatives  might  have  had  time 
to  have  examined  the  reasonableness  of  (hem, 
and  had  a share  in  the  passing  them  ; but  the 
enacting  nil  (he  laws  of  England,  without  en- 
tering into  any  detail  or  consideration  of  them, 
may  create  great  uneasiness.  5.  The  present 
laws  of  Scotland,  in  relation  to  the  forfeitures, 
ought  to  have  been  considered  ns  established 
upon  most  solid  foundations  ; they  were  settled 
upon  the  tender  of  the  crown  to  king  William, 
and  accordingly  passed  into  the  laws  at  that  time, 
which  the  subjects  might  well  conclude  they 
should  never  be  deprived  of : But  the  proviso  in 
this  act  relating  to  marriage  settlements  is  only 
a remedy  in  part,  and  but  a share  of  the  just 
provisions  made  on  behalf  of  the  subjects  in 
that  remarkable  and  happy  Revolution,  which 
so  much  improved  tl>e  constitution  of  both 
kingdoms. — Lastly,  We  conceive,  that  whereas 
the  qualification  for  a jury-man  to  be  sworn 
upon  the  pannel  is  by  this  act  atiixed  to  the 

Eossession  of  40*.  per  annum,  it  ought  to  have 
een  kept  up  to  what  the  law  of  England  now 
ordains  in  trial,  which  is,  that  the  juryman  be 
seized  of  10/.  per  annum  in  his  own  right,  or 
that  of  his  wife’s.  (Signed)  Buckingham, 
Annanriale,  Roseberie,  Seafiehl,  Crawford, 
Dover,  Montrose,  Guilford,  Denbigh,  Loudoun, 
Orkney,  Rothes,  Greenwich,  Roxburgh,  Gi. 
Sarum,  Marr,  Peterborough,  VVemyss,  Isia, 
Hamilton.” 

The  Queens  Speech , by  Lords  Commissioners 
at  the  Qlose  of  the  Session.]  April  21.  A Speech 


Qu'cri*  Speech  at  the  Close  of  the  Session.  [SCO 

of  tlic  Lord-Commissioners  was  delivered  to 
both  Houses  by  the  lord  Chancellor  as  fol- 
lowed! ; 

M My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  ; Being  now,  b? 
the  queen’s  directions,  to  put  an  end  to  this 
session,  we  have  it  in  command  from  her  ma- 
jesty to  assure  you,  her  majesty  is  extreme!? 
sensible  of  the  zeal  and  affection  yon  hare 
shewn  for  her  service  and  the  good  ot  ber  peo- 
ple, and  of  the  prudence  and  dispatch  with 
which  you  have  completed  the  important  bu- 
siness of  this  session. — The  vigour  and  firanru 
of  your  proceedings  have  already  had  a vtn 
good  effect  on  affairs  abroad ; and  there  it 
ground  to  hope,  that  by  God’s  blessing  oo  b« 
majesty’s  endeavours,  this  will  every  day  appttf 
more  and  more  evident. 

u Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons:  Wc 
are  to  return  you  in  particular  her  majesn* 
thanks,  for  your  having  provided  sn  timely  and 
effectually  the  supplies  found  necessary  to  the 
prosecution  of  this  war,  with  an  augmentation 
of  those  forces,  which  in  conjunction  with  ocr 
allies,  have,  by  God’s  assistance,  procure! 
the  present  advantages  over  the  common  enemy. 
— Our  cheerfulness  in  giving  such  large  Sup- 
plies at  this  juncture,  and  the  ready  advaucis 
which  have  been  made  for  their  being  effectual 
with  so  little  burden  to  the  people,  shew  yoe 
perfectly  understand  how  to  make  a right 
of  our  past  successes,  and  that  nothing  is  too 
difficult  for  so  dutiful  aud  affectionate  subjuti, 
acting  in  defence  of  so  good  a cause. 

u My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ; her  majesfji 
through  the  whole  course  of  her  reign,  bant* 
beeu  desirous  to  shew  all  possible  iusttnce§« 
goodness  and  clemency  to  her  subjects,  biff 
now, for  the  strengthening  the  Union, and  quiet 
mg  the  minds  of  nil  her  subjects  througliCHit 
the  United  Kingdom,  thought  lit  to  grant  to 
them  an  Act  of  Grace  and  Free  Pardon,  in  i 
more  full  and  beneficial  manner  than  hath  been 
formerly  used  ; not  doubting  but  all  her  peop* 
will  make  a right  use  of,  mid  suitable  return 
on  their  part  for,  so  extraordinary  an  indi- 
gence.— Her  majesty,  having  also  been  graci- 
ously pleased  to  give  ilie  royal  assent  to  tbe  k- 
veral  bills  you  have  ptesented  during  this  le- 
sion, commands  U3  to  observe  to  you  on  fftf 
occasion,  that  the  life  and  benelit  of  all  !•** 
bow  wisely  soever  they  are  framed,  do  cbieiij 
consist  in  a due  and  regular  execution  ot  tbetu; 

and  therefore  to  exhort  you,  that  when  you*' 
turn  to  your  conntnes,  you  would  think  » w* 
dispensably  your  duty,  to  set  a good  exau‘Hc 
towards  an  impartial  and  steady  observation 
the  many  good  laws  which  have  been  enacted 
(especially  since  the  late  Revolution),  nod  w' ^ 
full  withiu  your  provinces  to  execute;  it  I*18® 
but  too  evident,  that  the  detect  at  present  w* 
tending  us,  is  uot  so  much  the  waut  ol  new 
as  the  neglect  and  disregarding  those  alread) 
made.” 

Then  the  Lord  Chancellor  said,  il  My 
and  Gentlemen  ; ii  is  her  majesty’s  royal 
and  pleasure,  that  this  parliament  be  prarogw14 
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to  Thursday  the  19th  day  of  May  next : and 
this  parliament  is  prorogued  accordingly.*’ 
Principal  Occurrences  during  the  Recess.] 
Conferences,  at  the  Hague,  having  hern  opened 
for  a general  peace,  the  duke  of  Marlborough 
and  Loid  Townsend  had  been  npppomted  joint 
plenipotentiaries  in  behalf  of  Great  Britain  ; 
and  preliminaries,  to  the  last  degree  mortifying 
on  the  side  of  France,  (such  as  the  restoring  the 
•hole  Spanish  monarchy  to  kingCbarles  within 
two  months,  as  likewise  the  Netherlands,  ex- 
cept Cambray  and  St.  timer's,  several  places  lo 
the  Empire,  Savoy  to  the  Duke,  and  New- 
foundland to  England,  the  demolishing  of  Dun- 
kirk, the  removing  the  Pretender;  no  suspen- 
sion of  arms  till  the  article  relating  to  the  Spa- 
nish Monarchy  was  fulfilled,  &c.  &c.)  were 
agreed  upon,  but  not  ratified,  upon  which  ir  j 
was  resolved  to  break  off  the  Treaty,  and  pro- 
ceed with  the  war.  Accordingly  the  campaign 
was  opened  on  all  sides,  and  once  more  the  fate 
of  Europe  was  left  lo  the  decision  of  the  sword. 
—But  little  was  done  on  the  Rhine,  as  usual ; 
the  Portuguese  ventured  on  an  engagement  and 
were  beaten.  The  Duke  of  Savoy  gave  the 
French  no  disturbance  in  Dauphiuv,  because 
the  Emperor  refus’d  to  come  up  to  the  price  lie 
had  set  upon  his  services  : And  in  Spain,  when 
king  Philip  would  have  engaged  count  Starem- 
berg,  the  French  General,  Besons,  produced 
his  master’s  orders  to  avoid  a battle.  Thus  the 
grand  issue  was  left  to  be  determined  in  Flan- 
ders, and  the  principal  strength  of  both  par- 
ties was  stationed  to  dispute  the  point  accor- 
dingly.— While  the  French  were  expecting  the 
confederates  to  open  the  campaign  with  the 
siege  of  Yprea,  they  suddenly  invested  Tour- 
nay;  and  iu  the  beginning  of  September,  made 
themselves  masters  of  it.  After  which  they 
ondertookMons ; but  were  prevented  from  mak- 
ing any  progress  in  their  design,  by  the  ar- 
rival of  the  marshals  YT»ilars  and  Boufilers ; 
who  posseis’d  themselves  of  a wood,  and  cover- 
ed their  camp  with  lines  almost  impenetrable, 
before  a resolution  was  taken  to  dislodge  them. 
Mods  was,  however,  thought  worthy  so  despe- 
rate an  attempt ; and  to  the  amazement  of  all 
military  critics,  it  was  crowned  with  success. 
The  enemy,  however,  retired  to  Valenciennes, 
and  Moos  surrendered  in  October ; with  which 
exploit  ended  the  campaign. — At  sea  nothing 
done,  or  thought  of,  though  the  French 
bad  left  it  free  and  open  to  w hatever  enter- 
frizes  we  pleased  to  undertake. 


SECOND  SESSION  of  the  SECOND  PAR- 
LIAMENT of  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  Queen’*  Speech  on  Opening  the  Session.] 
November  15.  Tne  Parliament  being  met,  the 
Queen,  who  had  not  be  en  in  person  there  during 
die  last  session,  came  and  made  the  follow  ing 
Speech  to  both  Houses  : 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen;  it  is  n great 
fctitfaction  to  me,  that  I am  able  to  give  you 
80  good  an  account  of  the  progress  of  the  war, 
ihe  last  session  «f  parliament.  in  the  te- 
rn. vi. 
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ginning  of  this  year  our  enemies  made  use  of 
nil  i heir  artifices,  to  omuie  us  with  false  ap- 
pearances and  deceitful  insinuations  of  their 
desire  of  peace ; in  hopes  that  frotu  thence 
means  might  be  found,  to  create  some  divisions 
or  jealousies  among  the  Allies.  But  they  were 
entirely  disappointed  in  their  expectation  ; and 
such  measures  were  taken  upon  tliut  occasion, 
ns  made  it  impossible  for  them  long  to  disguise 
their  insincerity.  The  operations  of  the  war 
were  not  delayed  ; and  tfie  campaign,  which, 
notwithstanding  the  backwardness  of  the  sea- 
son, immediately  followed,  lias  lieen  at  least  as 
glorious  for  the  allies,  as  any  of  those  which 
huve  preceded  it.  God  Almighty  has  been 
pleased  to  bless  us  with  a most  remarkable  Vic- 
tory ; and  with  such  other  great  and  important 
i successes,  both  before  and  after  it,  that  France 
is  thereby  become  much  more  exposed  mid 
open  to  the  impression  of  our  arms ; and  con- 
sequently more  in  need  of  a peace,  than  it  was 
at  the  beginning  of  this  campaign.  However, 
the  war  still  contiuuing,  I find  myself  obliged 
again  to  desire  you,  gentlemen  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  to  grant  me  such  supplies  as  you 
shall  judge  necessary,  for  the  assisting  our  Al- 
lies in  nil  parts,  and  the  vigorous  prosecution  of 
our  advantages  ; tint  we  may  put  the  last  hand 
to  this  great  work,  of  reducing  that  exorbitant 
and  oppressive  power,  which  has  so  long  threat- 
ened the  liberties  of  Europe.  1 assure  you, 
that  all  you  give  shall  he  carefully  applied  to 
the  uses  of  the  war, if  it  continues;  or  to  the 
lessening  of  the  debts  it  has  necessarily  occa- 
sioned, in  case  of  a peace  ; which,  though  the 
many  wants  and  distresses  of  our  enemies  may 
naturally  lead  us  to  expect,  yet  our  own  late 
experience  may  fully  convince  us,  is  not  to  be 
depended  upon  any  other  way,  than  by  being 
in  a condition  to  compel  them  to  such  terms 
as  may  be  safe  and  honourable  for  all  the  Allies. 

44  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  ; I think  it  pro- 
per to  take  notice  to  you,  that  the  great  dearth 
and  scarcity  under  which  our  neighbours 
abroad  have  suffered  this  year,  begins  to  affect 
us  in  some  measure  at  home,  by  the  temptution 
of  profit  in  carrying  out  too  much  of  our  corn, 
while  it  hears  so  high  a price  in  foreign  parts. 
This  occasions  many  complaints  from  the  poor; 
for  whose  sake  I earnestly  recommend  to  you, 
to  take  this  growing  evil  into  your  considera- 
tion ; having  not  neglected  any  thiug  on  my 
part,  towards  the  remedying  of  it,  that  the  law 
would  allow.  I cannot  conclude  without  ob- 
serving to  you,  of  what  great  advantage  it  will 
he  at  this  time,  to  the  end  we  all  propose  to 
ourselves,  that  the  greatest  dispatch  be  given 
to  the  necessary  preparations  for  carrying  on 
the  war.” 

The.  Lords’  Address  thereon.]  Nov.  16.  The 
Lords  agreed  upon  the  following  Address  : 

44  We  your  majesty’s  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  Ixirds  spiritual  and  temporal  in 
parliament  assembled,  cannot  conceal  the  joy 
and  satisfaction  which  filled  our  hearts,  in  seeing 
your  majesty’s  royal  person  sitting  upon  your 
throne,  alter  the  great  misfortune  which  depriv- 
3 F 
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ed  us  of  your  presence  during  the  Inst  session  of 
parliament  : uor  can  we  forbear  to  return  our 
humble  and  hearty  thanks  for  your  most  graci- 
ous speech  ; whereby  it  appears  how  readily 
your  tenderness  for  your  people  inclined  your 
majesty  to  hearken  to  proposals  of  peace  ; how 
wisely  and  steadily  you  proceeded  in  the  first 
steps  of  the  treaty,  and  how  justly  you  resent- 
ed the  artifices  and  insincerity  of  the  enemy, 
by  the  immediate  and  vigorous  prosecution  of 
the  war.  This  soon  made  it  appear,  that  peace 
was  the  choice  of  your  moderation,  and  must 
prove  the  only  refuge lif  your  enemies.  The 
last  campaign  was  so  very  glorious,  whether  we 
consider  the  strength  of  the  towns  which  were 
taken,  or  thf  difficulty  and  importance  of  the 
\ictory  which  was  obtained,  that  we  beg  leave 
to  congratulate  your  mnjesty  upon  the  continu- 
ed success  of  your  arms,  and  those  of  your  Al- 
lies, under  your  general  the  duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough; whose  conduct  is  worthy  of  the  chief 
command  in  so  just  a war.  and  whose  valour  is 
equal  to  the  bravery  of  your  troops.  And  we 
beg  leave  to  assure  your  majesty,  that  this 
House  will,  to  the  utmost  of  their  power,  sup- 
port your  majesty  to  carry  on  the  war,  and 
improve  the  advantages  you  have  gained,  till 
Trance  is  compelled  to  submit  to  the  terms  of 
a safe  and  lasting  peace  for  us  and  all  your  Al- 

The  Queens  Answer.]  Her  majesty  gave 
this  Answer : 

44  I thank  you  very  kindly  for  your  Address ; 
and  am  extremely  sensible  of  the  constant 
proofs  you  give  me  of  your  great  zeal  and  af- 
fection for  my  service  and  the  public  good." 

The  Commons  Address.]  The  Address  of 
the  Commons  was  as  follows: 

41  Most  gracious  Sovereign ; \\  e your  majes- 
ty’s most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Com- 
mons of  Great  Britain  in  parliament  assembled, 
beg  leave  to  return  our  most  humble  thanks 
to  your  majesty  for  your  most  gracious  speech 
from  the  throne  ; and  to  congratulate  your 
majesty  upon  the  continued  successes  of  the 
last  campaign, "particularly  the  Victory,  ob- 
tained near  Mods  by  the  troops  of  your  ma- 
jesty, and  those  of  your  Allies,  (incler  thr  com- 
mand of  the  duke  of  Marlborough.. — A Victory 
so  remarkable  in  all  its  circumstances,  as  must 
convince  your  enemies,  th%t  the  courage  and 
resolution  of  your  troops,  conducted  by  so 
great  a general,  are  superior  to  the  greatest 
difficulties. — And  your  majesty  may  be  assurer!, 
that,  since  ti  e public  credit  lias  been  so  well  sup- 
ported, since  your  councils  have  been  so  steady, 
and  your  Alii  s so  firm,  that  no  French  artifices 
could  create  jealousies  or  divisions  amongst 
them  ; arid,  since  your  arms  have  been  so 
powerful,  that  no  entrenchments  or  fortifica- 
tions c>uld  withstand  them;  we  your  faithful 
Commons,  under  such  encouragements,  in 
duty  to  your  majesty,  and  those  we  represent, 
will,  by  speedy  and  effectual  supplies,  enable 
your  majesty  to  dispatch  the  necessary  prepa- 
rations, for  carrying  on  the  war  in  such  a 
manner,  as  shall,  by  the  blessing  of  God, 


oblige  the  common  enemy  to  accept  » peuo* 
upon  such  terms,  as  shall  be  a lasting  security 
to  your  majesty  and  your  Allies.” 

The  Queen's  Amrcer.]  The  Queen  gavetbi? 
Answer : 

“ I return  you  my  hearty  thanks  for  joht 
Address,  and  the  assurances,  you  give  me,  of 
providing  speedy  and  effectual  supplies,  lor 
carrying  on  the  war  ; which,  I persuade  my- 
self, will  have  a very  good  effect,  for  the  advan- 
tage of  the  whole  confederacy.” 

Thanks  given  to  the  Duke  of  Marlborough.] 
Nov.  17.  The  Thanks  of  the  House  of  Lord* 
were  given  to  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  by 
the  Ford  Chancellor,  as  follows  ; 

4t  My  Lord  Duke  of  Marlborough  ; I am 
commanded  by  the  Lords  (when  you  should 
lirst  appear  in  your  place)  to  give,  as  1 now  do, 
the  1 hanks  of  this  lie  use,  for  your  continued 
and  eminent  services  to  her  majesty,  and  ibr 
public,  during  the  last  campaigu  ; of  which 
nothing  can  be  said  greater,  than  her  majesty, 
(who  always  speaks  with  the  utmost  certainty 
and  exactness)  has  declared  fiom  the  throne. 
* That  it  has  been  at  least  as  glorious  as  any 
which  have  preceded  it/ — But  this  repetition 
of  the  Thanks  of  this  august  assembly  has  tbn 
advantage  of  the  former,  taut  it  must  be  looked 
upon  as  added  to,  and  standing  on,  the  founda- 
tions already  laid  here,  in  the  records  of  tins 
House,  for  the  preserving  your  memory  pre- 
cious to  all  future  times  ; so  that  your  grace 
has  also  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  this  ever- 
lasting monument  of  your  glory  rise  every  year 
much  higher. — May  God  contiuue,  in  a 
wonderful  manner,  to  preserve  so  invalua- 
ble a life;  that  you  may  not  ouly  add  to  ihts 
structure,  but  finish  all  with  the  beaatie* 
aud  ornaments  of  an  honourable  and  lastiac 
peace !” 

Then  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  said  ; 44 1 
look  upon  it  as  the  greatest  mark  of  honos- 
I could  receive,  that  your  lordships  are  pleased 
to  take  so  much  notice  of  my  endeavours  lo 
serve  the  queen  and  my  country. — I l*eg  leave 
to  do  justice  to  all  the  officers  and  soldiers  wh 
have  served  with  me  : It  is  not  possible  for 
men  to  shew  more  *ei*l  for  her  majesty’s  service, 
or  creater  bravery  than  tl  ey  have  done.” 

The  Commons  also  resolved,  r.cm.  ei m. 

44  That  the  late  Victory  at  Blaregnies,  obtained 
by  his  grace  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  and  the 
other  great  and  important  successes  of  tbe 
last  campaign,  were  so  remarkable,  that  this 
II*»use  thought  itself  obliged  to  express  bow 
sensible  they  were  of  the  honour  and  advan- 
tages which  the  kingdom  and  the  whole  con- 
federacy had  received  by  his  eminent  services ; 
and  that  a Committee,  by  order  of  the  House, 
did  give  bis  grace  their  Thanks,  and  congratu- 
late his  grace’s  safety  and  return  to  Greet 
Britain.” — On  the  23d,  Mr.  Comptroller  re- 
ported, That  the  committee  appointed  had 
wailed  upon  his  grace  the  duke  of  Marlborough 
and  delivered  to  him  the  Resolution  of  tW 
House,  and  that  thereupon  his  grace  wtv 
pleased  to  make  this  Answer : “ It  is  a very 
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ereat  honour  and  satisfaction  to  me,  that  the 
House  of  Commons  is  pleased  to  take  so  much 
notice  of  my  endeavours  to  serve  the  queen 
au<i  my  country. — I cannot  be  just  to  all  the 
officers  and  soldiers  who  have  served  with  me,  I 
unless  1 take  this  occasion  to  assuie  you,  that  j 
their  zeal  and  affection  for  the  service,  is  equal  1 
to  the  courage  aud  bravery  they  have  shewn 
during  this  whole  war. 

Proceedings  on  the  Impeachment  or  Dr. 
Sachevekell. 

Complaint  in  the  Commons  of  Dr.  Suche- 
v+rell'i  Semions.]  Dec.  13.  A Complaint  be- 
ing made  to  the  House  of  Commons,  of  two 
printed  Hooks ; the  one  intituled,  44  The  Com- 
munication of  Sin;  a Sermon,  preached  at  the  1 
Assizes,  held  at  Dcrbv,  August  15,  1709,  by  j 
Dr.  Henry  Sacheverell;” * and  the  other  in- j 
titled,  44  The  Perils  of  false  Brethren,  both  in  | 

* 44  11  e was  grandson  of  John  Sacheverell,  j 
the  Presbyterian  minister  of  Wincaunton  in  » 
Some rsetsh ire,  who  was  bred  in  St.  John’s  col-  j 
lege  Oxford,  and  silenced  soon  after  the  Re^to-  : 
ration.  This  John,  being  taken  at  a conven-  I 
tide,  suffered  three  years  imprisonment,  which 
occasioned  his  Heath.  John’s  eldest  son,  father 
of  Dr.  Henry  Sacheverell,  was  Lred  in  King’s 
college,  Cambridge,  anil  entertained  notions 
very  opposite  to  his  father’s  principles,  anil 
died  minister  of  St.  Peter’s  church  in  Marl- 
borough, leaving  a numerous  family  in  very 
low  circumstances.  His  son  Henry  was  put  to 
school  at  Marlborough  at  the  charge  of  Edw  ard 
Hearse  an  apothecary,  who,  being  his  god- 
father, adopted  him  for  his  son.  Heurst’s  widow 
sent  him  afterwards  to  Oxford,  where  he  be- 
came fellow  of  Maudhu  college,  llis  mother, 
by  procurement  of  bishop  Burnet,  w»*  ad- 
mitted into  the  hospital  for  distressed  widows 
at  Salisbury.  He  had  not  been  long  at  Oxford, 
before  he  discovered  his  turbulent  spirit.  When 
he  came  to  be  ordained  by  bishop  Lloyd, 
he  was  by  the  bishop  charged  with  false  Latin, 
but  be  confidently  defended  it,  till  the  bishop 
sent  for  books  to  convince  him.  The  bishop, 
linding  him  very  ignorant  in  divinity,  refused 
to  ordaiu  him  at  that  time,  but  did  it  after- 
wards on  the  bishop  of  Oxford’s  recommenda- 
tion, with  particular  marks  of  favour;  yet  he 
ungenerously  traduced  that  learned  prelate  in 
a libel,  called,  14  The  Character  of  a Low- 
Churchman. ” Nor  was  he  less  virulent  against 
bishop  Burnet,  his  mother’s  benefactor.  Being 
presented  to.  a small  living  in  Staffordshire,  he 
fell  io,  both  there  and  at  Oxford,  with  the  most 
furious  of  the  High-church  and  Jacobite  party, 
made  scurrilous  reflections  on  the  death  of 
king  William  and  the  Hanover  Succession,  and, 
when  the  queen  appeared  against  the  High- 
Church  Memorial,  he  called  her  a waxen  I 
qa‘t‘0,  alluding  to  the  jest  passed  upon  her  | 
at  Oxford  by  those,  who  put  her  motto  semper 
tadem  upon  a weather  cock.  He  was  proceed- 
ing in  this  manner,  when  his  friends  got  him 
preferment  in  Loudon.”  Tindul. 
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Church  aud  State;  set  forth  in  a Sermon, 
preached  before  the  Right  lion,  the  Lord 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Citizens  of  London,  at 
the  Cathedral  Church  of  St.  Paul,  on  the  5th 
of  November,  1709;”  preached  also  by  the  said 
Dr.  Henry  Sacheverell ; and  both  printed  for 
Henry  Clements ; which  Books  were  delivered 
in  at  the  clerk’s  table ; where  several  para- 
graph in  the  epistle  dedicatory,  preceding  the 
first  mentioned  Book,  and  also  several  para- 
graphs in  the  latter  Book,  were  read  : 

Resolution  thereon .]  Sir  Peter  King  and 
others  having  made  speeches  against  the  auda- 
ciousness of  the  Doctor,  who  had  advanced 
positions  directly  opposite  to  Revolution  prin- 
ciples, to  the  present  government,  and  to  the 
Protestant  Succession,  and  consequently  tend- 
ing to  cherish  factions,  and  stir  up  rebellion  : 
those,  who  favoured  the  Doctor’s  cause,  were 
surprized  at  this  sudden  attack,  and,  no  mem- 
ber offering  to  soeak  in  his  defence,  it  was  re- 
solved, 44  That  the  two  Sermons  were  mali- 
cious, scandalous,  and  sediiious  libels,  highly 
reflecting  on  the  queen,  the  late  Revolution, 
and  the  Protestant  Succession,  tending  to  alie- 
nate the  affections  of  her  majesty’s  subjects, 
and  to  create  jealousies  ami  divisions  among 
them.” 

The  Doctor  was  ordered  to  attend  at  the  bar 
of  the  House  the  next  day,  and,  being  examin- 
ed, owned  the  two  Sermons.  He  likewise  told 
them,  what  encouragement  he  had  from  the 
lord-mayor  to  print  44  'I  he  Perils  of  False  Bre- 
thren.” Sir  Samuel  Garrard,  being  a member 
of  the  House,  wns  asked,  whether  the  Sermon 
was  printed  at  his  desire  or  order?  if  he  had 
owned  it,  he  would  have  been  expelled  the 
House:  but  he  denied,  that  ever  he  desired,  or 
ordered,  or  encouraged,  the  printing  thereof. 
Though  the  Doctor  offered  to  prove  it,  and 
brought  witnesses  for  that  purpose,  yet  the 
House  would  not  enter  upon  that  examination, 
but  it  was  thought  more  decent  to  seem  to 
give  credit  to  their  own  member,  though  few 
indeed  believed  him. 

The  Doctor  standing  to  what  he  had  said, 
without  expressing  the  least  consciousness  of 
having  done  amiss,  he  was  directed  to  with- 
draw ; and  it  was  resolved,  44  That  he  should 
be  impeached  of  high  crimes  and  misdemeauors, 
and  Mr.  Dolben  was  ordered  to  do  it  at  the 
bar  of  the  House  of  Lords,  in  the  name  of  all 
the  Commons  of  Grent  Britain.”*  At  the  same 
time,  a Committee  wns  appointed  to  draw 
up  the  Articles  against  him,  and  the  Doctor 
was  taken  into  custody  of  the  Serjeant  at 
Arms. 

* 4‘  l’he  great  business  of  the  session  of  par- 
liament this  winter  related  to  Dr.  Sacheverell. 
This  affair  not  only  took  up  most  of  their  time, 
but,  in  conclusion,  had  also  great  effects.  As 
it  was  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  trans- 
actions of  the  rime,  it  will  deserve  a particular 
notice.  Dr.  Sacheverell  was  n bold,  insolent 
man,  with  a very  small  share  of  religion,  virtue, 
learning,  or  good  sense;  but  he  resolved  t» 
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Vote  in  favour  of  Mr.  /ifaid/y.]  The  Com- 
mons having  proceeded  thus  far,  some  members 
took  occasion  to  speak  in  favour  of  Mr.  Hoad- 
ly,  whose  principles  were  more  agreeable  to  the 
sense  of  the  majority  of  that  House;  and  who, 
in  several  writings,  uad  vindicated  the  Revulu- 

force  himself  into  popularity  nnd  preferment 
by  the  most  petulant  railings  at  dissenters,  nnd 
low-church  men,  in  several  sermons  nnd  libels, 
penned  without  either  chastencss  of  stile,  or 
liveliness  of  expression,  and  full  of  indecent 
nnd  scurrilous  language.  When  he  had  pur- 
sued this  method  for  several  years  without 
effect,  he  was  at  last  brought  up  from  the  coun- 
try by  a popular  election  to  St.  Saviour’s  in 
Southwark,  where  he  began  to  make  great  re- 
flections on  the  ministry,  representing,  that  the 
church  was  in  danger,  being  neglected  by  those 
who  governed,  while  they  favoured  her  most 
inveterate  enemies.  .At  the  summer  assizes  in 
Derby,  where  he  preached  before  the  judges, 
nnd  this  winter,  on  the  5th  of  November,  at 
St.  Paul’s,  he  gave  a full  vent  to  his  fury,  in 
the  most  violent  declamation,  that  he  could 
contrive,  upon  these  words  of  St.  Paul,  1 Perils 

* among  false  brethren,’  in  which,  after  some 
short  reflections  upon  popery,  he  Jet  himself 
loose  into  such  indecencies,  that  both  the  man 
and  the  sermon  were  universally  condemned. 
He  asserted  the  doctrine  of  non-resistance  in 
the  highest  strain  possible;  and  said,  that  to 
charge  the  Revolution  with  resistance,  was  to 
cost  black  and  odious  imputations  on  it;  pre- 
tending that  the  late  king  had  disowned  it,  and 
cited  for  proof  some  words  in  his  declaration, 
by  which  he  vindicated  himself  from  a design 
of  conquest,  lie  poured  out  much  scorn  and 
scurrility  on  the  Dissenters,  and  reflected  se- 
verely or.  the  Toleration;  and  said,  the  church 
wus  violently  attacked  by  her  enemies,  and 
loosely  defended  by  her  pretended  friends. 
He  animated  the  people  to  stand  up  for  the 
defence  of  the  church,  for  which,  he  said,  he 
sounded  the  trumpet,  and  desired  them  to 
put  on  the  whole  armour  of  God.  After  the 
preaching  of  this  sermon,  the  lord-mayor,  sir 
Samuel  Garrard,  invited  the  Doctor  to  dinner, 
took  him  in  his  coach,  carried  him  to  his  house, 
gave  him  thanks  for  his  good  sermon,  and  told 
him,  that  he  hoped  to  see  it  in  print.  The 
Doctor  answered,  ‘ That  he  was  apprehensive 

* he  had  spoken  some  bold  truths,  which  might 
1 displease  some  people.’  Notwithstanding 
which,  the  lord-mayor  undertook  to  propose 
to  the  court  of  aldermen,  that  they  should  re- 
turn the  Doctor  thanks  for  his  sermon,  and 
desire  him  to  print  it.  Gut,  though  that  mo- 
rion was  rejected  by  the  court  of  aldermen, 
yet  t iso  Donor,  looking  upon  the  encourage- 
inrnt  already  given  him  by  the  lord-mayor  as  a 
tacit  command,  ventured  to  publish  his  sermon, 
wi'h  a dedication  to  his  lordship.  The  party, 
wlio  oppn-*d  the  ministry,  magnified  tins  srr- 
men  so  highly.  that,  as  was  generally  reckoned, 
about  40,000  of  them  were  printed  nnd  d.\- 
pirsed  over  the  nation.  The  queen  seemed 


lion.  Upon  which  it  was  resolved,  u That  tb« 
rev.  Mr.  Benjamin  Hoadly,  rector  of  St.  Peters 
Poor,  London,  for  having  often  justified  the 
principles  on  which  her  majesty  nnd  the  nation 
proceeded  in  the  late  happy  Revolution,  fad 
justly  merited  the  favour  and  reeom me ndatkm 
of  this  House.  2.  That  an  humble  Address  be 
presented  to  !u*r  majesty,  that  she  would  he 
graciously  pleased  to  bestow  some  dignity  in 
the  church  on  Mr.  Hoadly,  for  his  eminent  ser- 
vices both  to  the  church  nnd  state.”  This  Ad- 
dress having  been  presented  to  the  queen,  she 
answered,  “ That  she  would  take  a proper  op- 
portunity to  comply  with  their  desires:”  which, 
however,  she  never  did. 

When  Mr.  Dolben  carried  up  the  Impeach- 
ment against  Dr.  Sacheverell,  the  lord  Haver- 
slmm  made  a short  speech,  iuiporling,  w That 
it  seemed  somewhat  strange  to  see  a divine  im- 
peached for  preaching  a doctrine,  for  which  he 
would  heretofore  have  been  rewarded,  and 
might,  if  times  changed,  be  made  a bishop. 
However,  added  his  lordship,  since  he  is  im- 
peached, I hope  a day  will  come  for  the  caibng 
to  account  other  criminals;  for,  which  way  so- 
ever I cast  my  eyes,  I see  matter  for  Impeach- 
ments.” 

Dr.  Sacheverell  having  petitioned  the  Com- 
mons to  admit  him  to  bail,  that  he  might  have 
an  opportunity  of  making  his  Defence,  the 
Committee,  who  were  to  draw'  up  the  Articles 
of  Impeachment,  were  ordered  to  search  for 
precedents  concerning  the  taking  bail  in  case 
of  persons  committed  for  high  crimes  and  mis- 
demeanors, nnd  Mr.  Dolben  reporting  they 
could  find  none,  it  was  put  to  the  vote,  whether 
he  should  he  admitted  to  bail,  and  carried  in 
the  negative  by  a majority  of  111  against  64.* 

highly  offended  at  it,  and  the  ministry  looked 
on  it  as  an  attack  upon  them,  that  was  But  to 
be  despised.  The  lord-treasurer  was  so  de- 
scribed, that  it  was  next  to  the  naming  him. 
A parliamentary  impeachment  was  resolved  on; 
but  Lyre,  then  solicitor-general,  and  others, 
thought  the  short  way  of  burning  the  sermon, 
and  keeping  him  in  prison  during  the  session 
of  parliament,  was  the  belter  method ; but  tbs 
more  solemn  method  was  unhappily  chosen.* 

* “ The  Proceeding  against  Dr.  SachevereH 
occasioned  great  jealousies  nnd  animosities  be- 
tween the  two  parlies  of  High  Church  and  Low 
Church ; the  former  gave  it  out  boldly,  and  in 
all  places,  that  a design  was  formed  by  the 
\Vhi£S  to  pull  down  the  Church  ; and  that  this 
prosecution  was  only  set  on  foot  to  try  their 
strength ; and  that,  upon  their  success  in  h, 
they  would  proceed  more  openly.  Though  this 
w.is  all  falsehood  nnd  forgery,  yet  it  was  propa- 
gated with  so  much  application  and  zeal,  and 
the  fools  employed  in  it  were  so  well  supplied 
with  money  (from  whom,  was  not  then  known) 
ih.*t  it  is  scarce  credible  bow  generally  it  was 
believed. — Some  things  concurred  to  put  the 
vulgar  in  an  ill  humour;  it  was  a time  of  dearth 
nnd  scarcity,  so  that  the  poor  were  much  dis- 
tressed. The  coming  over  of  the  Palatines, 
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In  the  mean  time  the  Committee  *»t  several 
tiroes  at  sir  Joseph  Jekyli':*  house,  in  order  to 
draw  up  the  Articles  ot'  Impeachment;  so  that, 
Uie  parliament  being  met  again  niter  Christmas, 
Mr.  Dolben  reported,  that  the  Articles  were 
re-idr,  which  were  read  paragraph  by  paragraph. 
The  preamble  to  the  Articles  being  read,  a mo- 
tion was  made  by  the  doctor’*  friends,  that  the 
report  should  be  recommitted,  which  occasion- 
el  a very  warm  debate,  wherein  Mr.  Robert 
Harding,  Mr.  Bromley,  Mr.  Ward,  and  some 
others,  made  several  exceptions  to  the  matter 
i»d  form  of  the  Articles.  Mr.  Harley,  in  par- 
txalar,  insisted  on  the  leaving  out  the  word 
‘•editions,' ’ alledging  a precedent  m the  reign 
i*f  king  Charles  the  1st  in  the  prosecution  of 
Prion,  Bastwick,  and  Burton.'  But  all  objec- 
tions were  answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Boyle, 
Mr.  Smith,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  lieut.- 
general  MordnunC,  Mr.  Lechmere,  Mr.  Thomp- 
son, and  some  others:  so,  the  question  for  re- 
to'emitting  being  put,  it  passed  in  the  negative 
by  a majority  of  232  against  131 ; and  the  Ar- 
ticles of  Impeachment  were  agreed  to,  and  or- 
dered to  be  carried  up  to  the  Lords.  Tl>en  the 
lut  paragraph  or  recapitulation  were  also  read 
and  agreed  to,  aud  the  whole  ordered  to  lie  in- 
grossed. 

Article*  of  TmpeachmrnC  against  Dr.  Sac  he- 
trrf/.J  January  12,1710.  The  ingrossed  Ar- 
ticles being  read,  Mr.  Dolben  was  ordered  to 
carry  the  same  to  the  Lords ; which  he  did 
accordingly,  accompanied  by  a great  number  of 
members.  The  said  Articles  were  as  follow : 

" Arucles  exhibited  by  the  Knights,  Citizens, 
and  Burgesses,  in  Parliament  assembled,  in 
the  name  of  themselves  aud  of  all  the  Com- 
mons of  Great  Britain,  against  Henry  Sa- 
cbevereli..  Doctor  io  Divinity,  in  mainte- 
nance of  their  Impeachment  against  him, 
for  high  Crimes  and  Misdemeanors. 

M Whereas  his  late  majesty  king  William  the 
Third,  then  prince  of  Orange,  did,  with  an 
armed  force,  undertake  a glorious  enterprize, 
lor  delivering  this  kingdom  from  popery  and 
arbitrary  power ; and  divers  subjects  of  this 
realm,  welt-affected  to  their  country,  joined  and 
his  late  majesty  in  the  said  enterprize; 
and  it  having  pleased  Almighty  God  to  crown 
same  with  success,  the  late  happy  Revolu- 
ttftodid  take  effect,  and  was  established  : And 
whereas  the  said  glorious  enterprize  is  approved 

the  relieving  of  them,  both  by  the  queen, 
and  by  the  voluntary  contributions  of  private 
pwpfo,  filled  our  poor  likewise  with  inriigna- 
to^who  thought  those  charities,  to  which  they 
had  a better  right,  were  thus  intercepted  by 
•tracers.  And  all,  who  were  ill-affected, 
studied  to  heighten  these  their  resentments. 
lh:  clergy  generally  espoused  Dr.  Sacheverell 
M their  champion,  who  had  stood  in  the  breach, 
and  reckoned  his  cau*p  as  their  own.  Many 
*nnons  were  preached,  both  in  London  and 
other  places,  to  provoke  the  people,  in  which 
^succeeded  beyond  expectation.”  Tindal. 


by  several  acts  of  parliament,  and,  amongst 
others,  by  an  act  made  in  the  first  year  of  the 
reign  of  king  William  nnd  queen  Mary,  intitu- 
led, ‘ An  Act,  declaring  the  Rights  and  Liber- 

* ties  of  the  Subject,  and  settling  the  Succession 
‘ of  the  Crown;'  and  also  l»y  one  other  act, 
made  in  the  same  year,  intituled,  ‘ An  Act  for 
4 preventing  vexatious  suits  against  such  as 

* acted  in  order  to  the  bringing  in  their  majes- 

* ties,  or  for  their  service ond  also  by  one 
other  act,  made  in  the  same  year,  intituled, 

* An  Act  for  appropriating  certain  duties,  for 

* paying  the  States  General  of  the  United  Prc- 

* vinces  their  charges  for  his  majesty's  expedi- 
1 tion  into  this  kingdom,  and  for  other  uses  ;* 
and  the  actings  of  the  said  well-affected  sub- 
jects, in  aid  and  pursuance  of  the  said  enter- 
prize,  are  also  declared  to  have  been  necessary, 
and  that  the  same  ought  to  be  justified  : And 
whereas  the  happy  and  blessed  consequences  of 
the  said  Revolution  are,  the  enjoyment  of  the 
light  of  God’s  true  religion  established  among 
us,  and  of  the  laws  and  liberties  of  the  king- 
dom, the  uniting  her  majesty's  Protestant  sub- 
jects in  interest  and  affection,  by  a legal  indul- 
gence or  Toleration  granted  to  Dissenters,  the 
preservation  of  her  majesty’s  sacred  person,  the 
many  and  continual  benefits  arising  from  her 
majesty's  wise  and  glorious  administration,  and 
the  prospect  of  happiness  to  future  ages,  by  the 
settlement  of  the  Succession  of  the  crown  in  the 
Protestant  line,  and  the  Union  of  the  two  king- 
doms: And  whereas  the  Lords  spiritual  and 
temporal  nnd  Commons  in  Parliament  assem- 
bled, did,  by  their  Address,  of  the  17th  of  De- 
cember in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1705,  lay  be- 
fore her  majesty  the  following  Vote,  or  Reso- 
lution ; viz.  * That  the  Church  of  England,  as 

* by  law  established,  which  was  rescued  from  the 
‘ extremest  danger  by  king  William  the  3rd,  of 
‘ glorious  memory,  is  now,  by  God's  blessing, 

* under  tl»e  happy  reign  of  her  majesty,  in  a 
‘ most  safe  and  flourishing  condition;  and  that 

* whoever  goes  about  to  suggest  and  insinuate 

* that  the  church  is  in  danger,  under  her  ma- 
jesty's administration,  is  an  enemy  to  the 

* queen,  the  church,  and  the  kingdom;'  and, 
by  their  said  Address,  did  humbly  beseech  her 
majesty  to  take  effectual  measures  for  making 
the  said  Vote  or  Resoluiion  public,  and  also  for 
punishing  the  authors  aud  spreaders  of  snch 
seditious  and  scandalous  Reports ; and  on  the 
20th  day  of  the  same  December,  her  majesty 
was  pleased  to  issue  her  royal  Proclamation  ac- 
cordingly ; yet,  nevertheless,  the  said  Henry 
Sacheverell  pr:*ached  a Sermon  at  the  assizes 
held  at  Derby,  August  the  15th  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  1700,  and  afterwards  published  the 
same  in  print,  with  a dedication  thereof:  And 
the  said  Henry  Sacheverell,  also  preached  n 
Sermon  at  the  cathedral  church  of  St.  Paul, 
before  the  lord-mayor,  aldermen,  nnd  citizens 
of  London,  on  the  5th  day  of  November  last, 
being  the  anniversary  thanksgiving  to  Almighty 
God,  for  the  deliverance  from  the  Gunpowder 
Treason,  and  for  beginning  the  late  happy  Re- 
volution by  giving  his  late  majesty  a safe  arrival 
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here,  and  for  com pleating  the  same,  by  making 
all  opposition  fall  before  him,  till  lie  became 
our  king  and  governor ; which  said  Sermon, 
be  the  said  Henry  Sacheverell  afterwards  like- 
wise published  in  print,  with  a dedication  there- 
of to  sir  Samuel  Garrard,  hart.  lord  mayor  of 
the  city  of  London,  with  a wicked,  malicious, 
and  seditious  intention,  to  undermine  and  sub- 
vert her  majesty’s  government  and  the  Pro- 
testant Succession  as  bylaw  established,  to  de- 
fame her  majesty**  administration,  to  asperse 
the  memory  of  his  late  majesty,  to  traduce  and 
condemn  the  late  happy  Revolution,  to  contra- 
dict nuri  arraign  the  Resolutions  of  both  Houses 
of  parliament,  to  create  jealousies  and  divisions 
among  her  majesty’s  subjects,  and  to  incite 
them  to  sedition  and  rebellion. 

I.  “ lie,  the  said  Henry  Sacheverell,  in  his 
said  Sermon  preached  at  St.  Paul’s,  doth  suggest 
and  maintain,  ‘ That  the  necessary  means  used 

* to  bring  about  the  said  happy  Revolution, 
‘ were  odious  and  unjustifiable  ; that  his  late 
‘ majesty,  in  his  Declaration,  disclaimed  the 
‘least  imputation  of  resistance;  and  that  to 

* impute  resistance  to  the  said  Revolution,  is  to 
‘ cast  black  and  odious  colours  upon  his  late 
‘ innjestv  and  the  said  Revolution.’ 

II.  “ He,  the  said  Henry  Sacheverell,  in  his 
said  Sermon  preaclied  at  St.  Paul’s,  doth  sug- 
gest and  maintain,  ‘ that  the  aforesaid  Tolera- 

* tion  granted  by  law  is  unreasonable,  and  the 
‘allowance  of  it  unwarrantable;’  and  asserts 
‘ that  he  is  a false  brother,  with  relation  to 
‘.God,  religion  or  the  church,  who  defends 
‘toleration  and  liberty  of  conscience;  that 
‘ queen  Elizabeth  was  deluded  by  archbishop 
‘ Grindall,’  whom  he  scurrilously  calls  a false 
son  of  the  church  and  a perfidious  prelate,  ‘ to 
‘ the  toleration  of  the  Genevian  discipline; 

‘ and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  superior  pastors,  to 
‘ thunder  out  their  ecclesiastical  anathemas 
‘ against  persons  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the 
‘ said  Toleration  ;*  and  isnolently  dures  or  de- 
fies any  power  on  earth  to  reverse  such  sen- 
tences. 

»(  III.  “ He,  the  said  Henry  Sacheverell,  in  his 
said  Sermon  preached  at  St.  Paul’s,  doth  falsely 
and  seditiously  suggest  and  assert,  ‘that  the 
‘ church  ol  England  is  in  a condition  of  great 
‘ peid  and  adversity  under  her  majesty's  ad- 
‘ ministration;*  and,  in  order  to  arraign  and 
blacken  the  said  Vote  or  Resolution  of  both 
Houses  of  Parliament,  approved  by  her  ma- 
jesty as  aforesaid,  he,  in  opposition  thereto, 
doth  suggest  the  church  to  be  in  danger;  and, 
as  a parallel,  mentions  n Vote,  that  the  person 
of  king  Charles  ihe  1st  was  voted  to  be  out  of 
danger,  at  the  same  time  that  his  murderers 
were  conspiring  his  death  ; thereby  wickedly 
and  maliciously  insinuating,  that  the  nembt  rs 
of  both  H«»  uses,  who  passed  the  said  Vote,  were 
then  conspiring  the  ruin  of  the  Church. 

IV.  “ He  the  said  Henry  Sacheverell,  in  his 
said  Sermons  and  Books,  doth  falsely  a. id  mali- 
ciously suggest,  * that  her  majesty’s  admiuis- 

* tration  both  iu  ecclesiastical  mid  civil  affairs, 

‘ tends  to  the  destruction  of  the  constitution  ; 


‘ and  that  there  are  men  of  characters  and 
‘ stations,  in  church  and  stale,  who  are  false 
‘ brethren,  and  do  themselves  weaken,  under  - 
‘ mine,  and  botiay,  and  do  encourage,  axil  put 
‘ ii  in  the  power  of  others,  who  are  professed 

* enemies,  to  overturn  and  destroy,  the  coo- 

* stitution  and  establishment;*  and  cliargeih 
her  majesty,  uiid  those  in  authority  under  her, 
both  in  church  and  state,  with  a general  mal- 
administration: and,  as  a public  incendiary, 
lie  persuades  her  majesty’s  subjects  to  keep  uo 
a distinction  of  faction  and  parties,  mstis 
groundless  jealousies,  foments  destructive  dm- 
siuiis  among  them,  and  excites  and  stirs  tl*-m 
up  to  arms  and  violence.  And,  that  his  said 
malicious  and  seditious  suggestions  may  make 
the  stronger  impressions  upon  the  minds  of  her 
majesty’s  subjects,  he,  the  said  Ilenry  Sache- 
verell, doth  wickedly  wrest  and  pervert  divers 
texts  and  pussages  of  holy  scripture. 

“ AH  which  Crimes  and  Misdemeanors  the 
Commons  ace  ready  to  prove,  not  only  by  the 
general  scope  of  ti*e  same  Sermons  or  Books, 
but  likewise  by  several  clauses,  sentences  ami 
expressions,  in  the  said  Sermons  or  Books  con- 
tained; and  that  he,  the  said  Henry  Sacheverell, 
by  preaching  the  Sermons  and  publishing  the 
Books  aforesaid,  did  abuse  his  holy  function, 
and  hath  most  grievously  offended  against  the 
peace  of  her  majesty,  her  crown  and  dignity, 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  subject,  the  laws 
and  statutes  of  this  kingdom,  and  the  pros- 
perity and  good  government  of  the  same. — And 
the  said  Commons,  by  protestation,  saving  to 
themselves  the  liberty  of  exhibiting,  at  any 
time  hereafter,  any  other  Article  or  Impeadt- 
inent  against  the  said  Henry  Sacheverell ; and 
also  of  replying  to  his  Answers,  or  uny  of  them, 
and  of  offering  proofs  of  all  the  premises  or  anr 
of  them,  or  of  any  other  Article  or  impeach- 
ment that  shall  be  exhibited  by  them,  as  the 
case,  according  to  course  of  parliament,  shall 
require ; do  pray  that  he,  the  said  Henry 
Sacheverell,  may  be  put  to  answer  to  all  and 
every  the  premises ; aud  that  such  proceeding, 
examination,  trial,  judgment,  and  exemplary 
punishment,  may  be  thereupon  had  and  exe- 
cuted, as  is  agreeable  to  law  and  justice.” 

Jan.  2o.  After  the  exhibiting  of  these  Arti- 
cles, the  seijeaiu  at  arms  attending,  the  Com- 
mons  delivered  Dr.  Sacheverell  to  the  deputy- 
usher  of  the  black-rod  ; and  the  Lords,  having 
read  the  Articles,  ordered,  that  a Copy  of  them 
should  be  given  to  the  Doctor,  who  was  ad- 
mitted to  hail,  Dr.  Lancaster,  vice-chancellor 
of  Oxford,  and  Dr.  Bowes  t>eiug  his  sureties; 
and  being  now  at  liberty,  he  consulted  some 
eminent  lawyers  and  divines,  and,  with  their 
assistance,  drew  up  the  following  Answer  which 
he  delivered  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords 
this  day: 

“ The  Answer  of  Henry  Sac  n ever  ell.  Doc- 
tor in  Divinity,  to  the  Articles,  exhibited 
by  the  knights,  citizens,  and  burgesses,  in 
Parliament  assembled,  in  the  name  of 
thcinselyef,  and  of  all  the  Commons  of 
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Great  Britain,  in  maintenance  of  their 

Impeachment  against  him  for  High  Crimes 

and  Misdemeanors. 

“ The  said  Henry  Sacbeverell,  saving  to  him- 
self all  advantages  of  exception  to  the  said 
Articles,  for  the  generality,  uncertainty,  and 
insufficiency,  thereof,  and  of  not  beiug  pre- 
judiced by  any  words,  or  want  of  form,  in  this 
his  Answer,  admits,  that,  at  the  request  of 
George  Sacbeverell,  esq.  high  sheriff  of  the 
county  of  Derby,  he  preached  a Sermon  nt  the 
assizes,  held  for  that  county  ou  the  15th  day  of 
August  1709 ; and,  at  the  desire  of  the  right 
hon.  sir  Samuel  Garrard,  bart.  lord  mayor  of 
the  city  of  London,  he  also  preached  a Sermon 
at  the  cathedral  church  of  St.  Paul,  before  tiie 
said  lord  mayor,  and  the  aldermen,  and  citi- 
zens, of  London,  on  the  5th  of  November  last: 
and  that  he  caused  the  said  Sermon  to  be  print- 
ed; but  denies,  that  he  preached,  or  caused, 
the  same  to  be  printed  or  published,  with  any 
such  wicked,  malicious  or  seditious,  intent,  as 
in  the  preamble  of  the  said  Articles  is  affirmed. 

u The  said  Henry  Sacheverell  having  been 
induced  to  print  the  Sermon,  lie  preached  nt 
Derby,  at  the  request  of  the  gentlemen  of  the 
grand  jury  for  that  county,  to  whom  he  hum- 
bly presumed  to  dedicate  the  same,  as  the  most 
public  acknowledgement  he  was  capable  of 
making,  for  the  peculiar  honour  he  had  re- 
ceive, by  their  public  approbation  of  that 
Sermon  ; and  the  said  lord  mayor  having  been 
pleased  to  express  his  good  liking  of  the  said 
Sermon,  preached  at  St.  Paul’s,  the  said  Henry 
Sacbeverell,  at  his  request,  caused  the  same  to 
he  printer!,  with  a dedication  thereof  to  him  ; 
sud,  for  Answer  to  the  said  Articles,  humbly 
with : 

Answer  to  the  first  Article. 

“ To  the  first  part  of  the  first  Article,  the 
said  Uenry  Sacbeverell  denies,  that  in  his  said 
Sermon. preached  at  St.  Paul’s,  he  doth  suggest 
find  maintain,  that  the  necessary  means,  used 
to  bring  about  the  happy  Revolution,  were  odi- 
ous, or  unjustifiable  ; nor  doth  he,  in  any  part 
of  that  Sermon,  athrm  any  thing  concerning 
the  necessary  means,  used  to  bring  about  the 
happy  Revolution.  The  said  Henry  Sacbeverell 
is  so  far  from  reflecting  on  iiis  late  majesty,  or 
the  happy  Revolution,  that  he  endeavours,  in 
that  Sermon,  to  clear  the  Revolution,  and  his 
late  majesty,  from  the  black  and  odious  co- 
lours, which  their  greatest  enemies  had  endea- 
voured to  cast  upon  both. 

“ And,  as  to  tliat  part  of  the  said  Article, 
whereby  the  said  Henry  Sacheverell  is  charged 
with  suggesting,  ami  maintaining,  that  bis  laie 
majesty,  in  his  Declaration,  disclaimed  the  least 
imputation  of  resistance ; the  said  Henry  Sa- 
cbeverel  doth  acknowledge  himself  to  have 
made  such  suggestion  ; and  declares,  that  he 
made  it,  qot  in  dishonour,  but.  in  vindication, 
of  his  saij  majesty  ; the  resistance,  the  said 
Hen.  Sacheverell  represents  the  late  king  to 
have  disclaimed,  being  such  a resistance,  as 
feuded  to  the  conquest  of  this  realm ; as 
phioiy  appears  from  that  part  of  his  late  ma- 
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jesty’s  Declaration,  which  is  referred  to,  and 
verbatim  set  forth  at  the  bottom  of  the  same 
page,  in  which  he  mentions  his  late  majesty’s 
disclaiming  any  such  imputation. 

44  Whether  the  said  Henry  Sacheverell  was 
mistaken,  or  not,  in  expressing  himself,  as  if 
the  late  king  had  disclaimed  any  imputation  of 
resistance,  when  he,  the  said  Iienrv  Sache- 
verell, meant  thereby,  that  the  late  king  dis-. 
claimed  the  imputation,  of  a design  of  conquest 
he  humbly  conceives,  such  a suggestion,  by  him 
plainly  designed  for  the  honour  of  the  late 
king,  cannot,  in  any  reasonable  construction, 
be  thought  a reflection  on  his  said  majesty,  dr 
deemed  any  crime  or  misdemeanor. 

“ For  the  further  justification  of  what  the 
said  Henry  Sacheverell  said,  in  reference  to  his 
late  majesty's  having  disclaimed  any  the  least 
imputation  of  resistance,  the  said  Henry  Sa- 
cheverell humbly  observes,  that  in  Ins  lute  ma- 
jesty’s Declaration  the  following  passages  are 
contained  : 4 We  have  thought  fit  to  go  over  to 
* F.nglan.l,  and  to  carry  over  with  us  a force, 

4 sufficient,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  to  defend 
4 ourselves  from  the  violence  of  evil  counsel- 
4 lore.’ — 4 We  think  fit  to  declare,  that  this  our 
4 expedition  is  intended  for  no  other  design, 

4 but  to  have  a free  and  lawful  parliament  as- 
4 sembletl.’ 

44  As  to  the  last  charge  in  the  said  Article,  the 
said  Henry  Sacheverell  denies,  that  lie  doth  hi 
his  said  Sermon  suggest,  and  maintain,  that  to 
impute  resistance  to  the  said  Revolution  is  to 
cast  black  and  odious  colours  upon  his  Into 
majesty,  and  the  said  Revolution.  The  persons 
whom  the  said  Uenry  Sacheverell,  in  his  Ser- 
mon, describes,  as  casting  black  and  odious 
colours  upon  his  late  majesty,  and  the  Revo- 
lution, are  not  those,  who  impute  resistance 
to  the  late  Revolution,  of  whom  the  said  Henry 
Sacheverell  affirms  nothing,  but  those  new 
preachers,  and  new  politicians,  who  teach,  in 
contradiction  to  both  gospel,  and  the  laws,  that 
the  people  h»ve  the  power  vested  in  them,  the 
fountain  and  original  of  it,  to  cancel  their  al- 
legiance at  their  pleasure,  and  to  call  their 
sovereign  to  account  for  high  treason  against 
his  subjects,  nay,  and  to  dethrone,  and  murder 
him  lor  a criminal,  as  they  did  the  royal  martyr, 
by  a judiciary  sentence ; who  are  maintainers, 
of  antimonarchiul  seln  uies,  and  of  suc  h damna- 
ble positions,  as  are  by  the  laws  of  the  church 
and  state  condemned  for  rebellion  und  high 
treason  ; and  who  urge  the  Revolution  in  de- 
fence of  such  principles:  unless  therefore  those 
who  impute  resistance  to  the  Revolution,  be 
tiie  suine  with  those  new  preachers,  and  new 
politicians,  above  specified,  the  said  Henry  Si- 
cheverell  affirms  nothing  concerning  them. 

44  The  said  Henry  Sacheverell,  upon  the 
strictest  search  into  his  said  Sermon,  preachy 
at  St.  Paul's,  doth  not  find,  that  he  hath  given 
any  the  least  colourable  pretence  for  the  accu- 
tion,  exhibited  against  him  in  this  first  Article, 
but  barely  by  his  asser  ing  the  utter  illegality  of 
resistance  to  the  supreme  power,  upon  any 
pretence  whatsoever ; for  which  assertion,  he 
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humbly  conceives,  he  hath  the  authority  of  the 
Church  of  England,  which  in  divers  passages  of 
her  homilies,  too  large,  and  too  numerous,  to  be 
here  specified,  but  by  the  said  Ilenry  Sache- 
verell  ready  to  be  produced,  hath  taught  and 
inculcated  this  doctrine,  as  founded  on  the 
word  of  God;  particularly  in  the  second  part 
of  the  Sermon  of  Obedience,  contained  in  the 
former  book  of  Homilies,  set  forth  in  the  time  of 
kin*:  Edward  the  sixth  ; where  are  these  words : 

‘ Here,  good  people,  let  us  all  mark  diligently: 

* it  is  not  lawful  for  inferiors,  and  subjects,  in 

* auy  case  to  resist  and  stand  against  the  su- 

* perior  powers  : fur  St.  Paul's  words  be  plain, 

* that  whosoever  withstandeth,  shall  get  to 

* themselves  damnation  : for  whosoever  with- 

* standeth,  withstandeth  the  ordinance  of  God.* 

“ Winch  said  Book  of  Iloinilies  is  affirmed, 
in  one  of  the  Thirty-nine  Articles  of  Religion 
which  concern  the  Confession  of  the  true  Chris- 
tian Faith,  to  contain  a godly  and  wholesome 
doctrine,  and  is  ordered  4 to  be  read  in  churches 

* by  the  ministers  diligently  and  distinctly,  that 
4 they  may  be  understood  of  the  people.'  And 
the  said  Henry  Sacheverell,  in  further  mainte- 
nance of  the  said  doctrine  and  position  con- 
tained in  the  Books  of  Homilies,  and  of  the 
authority  of  those  bonks,  saith,  that,  by  nn  act 
of  parliament  made  in  the  thirteenth  year  of 
the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  intituled,  ‘An 

* Act  for  the  Ministers  of  the  Church  to  he  of 

* sound  Religion/  it  is  enacted,  4 That  no  per- 
‘ son  should  thereafter  be  admitted  to  any  beue- 

* fice  with  cure,  except  he  should  first  have 
‘ subscribed  the  said  Articles,  in  the  presence 

* of  the  ordinary,  and  publicly  read  the  same 

* in  the  parish  church  of  that  benetice,  with 
1 declaration  of  his  unfeigned  assent  to  the 
1 same/  And  that,  hy  an  act  made  in  5th 
year  of  her  present  majesty's  reign,  intituled, 

* An  Act  for  securing  the  Church  of  England 

* as  hy  law  established/  it  was  enacted,  ‘ That 

* the  said  act  made  in  tl»e  IJSth  year  of  the 
‘ reign  of  queen  Elizabeth  should  remain  and 
‘ be  in  full  force  for  ever,  and  be  inserted  in 
‘ express  terras  in  any  act  which  should  be  made 
1 for  ratifying  the  Union  of  the  two  kingdoms 

* of  England  and  Scotland,  and  therein  declared 

* to  be  an  essential  and  fundamental  part  there- 

* of/  And  the  said  act  was  accordingly  in- 
serted, in  express  terms,  in  an  Act  for  the 
Union  of  the  two  kingdoms,  and  thereby  rati- 
fied, and  declared  to  be  an  essential  and  funda- 
mental part  thereof. 

“ And  the  said  Ilenry  Sacheverell  doth  fur-  , 
ther  humbly  insist,  and  is  advised,  that  the 
aforesaid  assertion  is  agreeable  to,  and  war-  ! 
ranted  by,  the  common  law  of  England,  and  | 
divers  acts  of  parliament  now  remaining  in  | 
full  force. 

“ The  said  Henry  Sacheverell  doth,  with  all 
humility,  aver  the  illegality  of  resistance,  on 
any  pretence  whatsoever,  to  be  the  doctrine  of 
the  Church  of  England,  and  to  have  been  the 
general  opinion  of  our  most  orthodox  and  able 
divines,  from  the  time  of  the  Reformation  to 
this  day.  This  doctrine  bath,  in  the  most 
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solemn  manner,  been  taught  in  that  wmerciry 
whereof  he  bath  been  lor  more  than  20  years 
a member.  This  hath  been  often,  with  pub, 
approbation  of  each  House  of  Parliament, 
preached  and  printed  ; and,  in  terms  of  grestc. 
force  than  any  used  hy  the  said  Henry  Sachr- 
verell,  hath,  by  the  right  revereud  fathers  ■ 
our  Church,  dead  and  living,  beeu  avowed  auJ 
maintained. 

44  And  the  said  Henry  Sacheverell  wes  tie 
rather  induced  to  preach  against  the  doctfiae 
of  resistance  of  the  Supreme  Power,  upon  the 
5th  day  of  November;  because  on  tbnt  day 
the  Church  commemorates  our  deliverance 
from  the  traitorous  attempts  of  rebellious 
Papists,  and  because  the  lawfulness  of  resist^ 
the  Supreme  Power  was  originally  a Popish 
doctrine  ; for  which  reasons,  as  lie  lurnly 
conceives,  the  rubric  of  the  office  appointed  for 
that  day  by  her  late  majesty  queen  Mary  (of 
blessed  memory)  directs,  that,  * after  Use  Creed. 
‘ if  there  be  no  sermon,  shall  be  readoaeol 
4 the  six  Homilies  eglin-t  Rebellion/ 

44  Whilst  therefore  the  Church  of  England, 
as  by  law  established,  is  in  a safe  and  fiourab- 
ing  condition,  under  her  majesty's  happy  ad- 
ministration; whilst  Popish  tenets  are  by  *11 
good  Protestants  condemned  and  tbbrrred; 
whilst  the  laws  of  this  realm  continue  m tbeic 
full  force  and  vigour;  the  said  Ilenry  Sachet 
rell  humbly  hopes,  that  a dutiful  son  r.i"  that 
Church,  a sincere  Protestant,  and  a lailhful  sub- 
ject of  her  majesty,  shull  not  suffer,  for  assert^ 
tiie  doctrine  of  non-resistance  of  the  Supreme 
Powers:  But  if  this  doctrine  be  declared  erro- 
neous, and  it  should  please  God  that  he  should 
suffer  for  asserting  it,  he  trusts  that  God  w3 
enable  him  to  shew  Ins  steady  belief  «f  lb* 
doctrine,  hy  a meek  and  patient  resignation  to 
whatever  shall  befall  lum  on  that  account. 

Answer  to  the  Second  Article. 

44  To  that  part  of  the  second  Article,  wkici 
charges,  * that  he,  the  said  Uenry  Sacheverell, 

* doth  suggest  and  maintain,  that  the  Toleration 

* z ranted  by  law  is  unreasonable,  and  the  ai* 

‘ lowance  of  it  unwarrantable/  the  raid  Henry 
Sacheverell  saith,  That,  upon  the  most  diligfl# 
inquiry,  he  has  net  been  able  to  inform  Iiiiuk': 
that  a Toleration  hath  been  -granted  by  1*» ; 
hut  admits,  that  an  act  did  pass  in  the  1st  yecr 
of  king  William  and  queen  Mary,  intituled,  ‘An 

* Act  for  exempting  their  majesties  Protestant 
4 subject-',  dissenting  from  the  Churcbof&f* 

4 land,  from  the  penalties  of  certain  la**; 
which  exemption  the  suid  Ilenry  Sachcrerell 
doth  not  any  where  maintain  or  BUggr't  10  ^ 
unreasonable,  or  that  the  allowance  of  it « w* 
warrantable ; but  hoped  that  he  had  prevented 
any  such  misapprehension,  by  declaring  b* 
sincere  meaning  in  these  words,  contained  w 
his  Sermon  preached  at  St.  Paul’s : 4 I 

4 not  be  here  misunderstood,  as  if  I intended 
4 to  cast  the  least  invidious  reflection  upon  thnt 
4 indulgence  which  the  government  both  coo- 
4 descended  to  give  them,  which,  I am  sure,  all 
4 those,  who  wish  well  to  our  Church, are  ready 
4 to  grant  to  consciences  truly  •craplou* : 
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‘ Ut  them  enjoy  it  in  the  full  limit.  the  law 
4 lias  prescribed.’ 

u if  there  be  any  other  expressions  concern- 
ing toleration,  which  may  seem  to  carry  a 
dubious  sense, in  any  other  parts  of  his  Sermon  ; 
he  hopes  that  they  will  not  be  applied  to  the 
exemption  granted  by  law,  but  will  be  inter- 
preted agreeable  to  this  avowed  approbation 
of  that  law. 

“ And  to  such  part  of  the  said  second  Article 
u charges,  * that  he  the  said  Henry  Sacheve- 

* rtll  asserts,  That  he  is  a fulse  brother,  with 
‘ relation  to  God,  Religion,  or  the  Church,  who 
' defends  toleration  and  liberty  of  conscience 
be,  the  said  Henry  Sadie verc II,  saitb,  * That 
‘ he.  hairing  so  plainly  declared  himself  in  favour 
1 ol  the  exemption  granted  by  law,  when  he 
‘ blames  those  who,  upon  all  occasions,  defend 
‘ toleration  and  liberty  of  conscience,  cannot 
‘ be  thought  to  reflect  on  the  defenders  of  that 
4 legal  exemption  or  indulgence  which  he  hun- 
‘ self  approves  aud  defends : He  doth  indeed 
1 suggest  it  to  be  one  part  of  the  character  of  a 
‘ false  brother,  upon  all  occasions,  to  defend 

* toleration  aud  liberty  of  conscience  ; and,  to 
1 excuse  the  sepa-ation,  lay  the  fault  upon  the 
4 true  sons  of  the  Church,  for  currying  matters 
4 too  high.’  Which  universal  defence  of  tole- 
ration, and  excuse  of  separation,  attended  with 
the  laying  the  fault  of  such  separation  upon  the 
ine  sons  of  the  Church,  are  by  him  jointly 
mentioned  in  one  and  the  same  clause  of  the 
*oteuce,  aud  iu  one  and  the  same  branch  of 
tlit  character ; so  that  this  reflection  doth  not 
extend  to  all  who  defend  toleration  and  liberty 
cf  conscience,  much  less  to  those  who  defend 
the  exemption  granted  by  law  to  Protestant 
taremers ; but  to  sucli  only,  who,  at  the  same 
time  they  defend  universal  toleration  and  liberty 
o:  conscience,  also  excuse  the  separation, 
and  lay  the  fault  thereof  upon  the  true  son*  of 
the  Church,  for  carrying  matters  too  high  ; and 
these  he  did  then,  and  still  doth,  with  ail  humi- 
lity, conceive  to  be  justly  hlumeahlc ; and,  if 
members  of  this  Church,  to  be  false  brethren. 

“ And  as  to  that  part  of  the  second  Article, 
whereby  the  said  llenry  Sacheverell  is  charged 
with  asserting  ‘ That  queen  Elizabeth  was  de- 
‘ luded  by  archbishop  Grindall  to  the  lolera- 
4 tiem  of  the  Geneviao  discipline  he,  the  said 
Henry  Sacheverell,  saith,  he  humbly  conceives, 
he  hath  good  authority,  from  the  histories  and 
monuments  of  those  times,  for  such  assertion. 
But,  whether  he  hath,  or  hath  uot,  he  humbly 
apprehends  such  assertion  to  be  no  proof  of 
his  maintaining,  or  suggesting,  that  the  exemp- 
tion of  Protestant  subjects,  dissenting  from  the 
church  of  England,  from  the  penalties  of  cer- 
tain laws,  granted  by  nn  act  made  in  the 
tat  year  of  the  reign  of  king  William  and 
queen  Mary  (which  exemption  he  supposes  to 
be  intended  by  the  legal  indulgence  or  Tolera- 
tioo  granted  to  dissenters,  mentioned  in  the 
preamble  of  the  Articles,  and  by  the  toleration 
granted  by  law,  mentioned  iu  this  second  Ar- 
Ude)  is  unreasonable,  or  the  allowance  of  it 
tui warrantable ; for  he  is  humbly  of  opinion, 
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that  there  is  a wide  and  manifest  difference 
between  a toleration  of  the  Genevian  discipline, 
and  an  exemption  of  Protestant  disseuiors 
- from  the  penalties  of  certain  laws ; between  a 
toleration  allowed  merely  by  the  regal  power, 
and  an  exemption  granted  by  act  of  parliament; 
which  exemption  he  is  so  far  from  thinking  un- 
reasonable or  unwarrantable,  that,  from  the 
bottom  of  his  heart,  he  wisheth  it,  under  the 
same  restrictions  and  limitations,  extended  to 
all  her  majesty’s  Protestant  subjects  through- 
out die  w hole  kingdom  of  Great  Britain. 

44  And  as  to  sucli  part  of  the  second  Article, 
whereby  Lire  said  Henry  Sacheverell  is  charged 
with  * seurri  loti  sly  calling  the  said  archbishop 
4 Grindall  a false  son  of  the  church,  and  a per- 
4 fidious  prelate  ;*  the  said  llenry  Sacheverell 
humbly  hopes,  that  any  harsh  expression*  he 
hath  used,  concerning  that  prelate,  may  be 
rather  excused ; because  the  said  archbishop, 
having  permitted  innovations  to  be  obtruded 
on  the  church,  did  thereby  incur  the  high  dis- 
pleasure of  so  good  aud  pious  a princess  ns 
queen  Elizabeth,  by  whose  order  he  was  sus- 
pended, and  continued  under  such  suspension 
to  the  day  of  his  death.  However,  the  said 
Henry  Sacheverell  presumes,  that  no  words 
spoken  of  an  archbishop,  above  120  years  since 
deceased,  will,  in  construction  of  law,  amount 
to  an  high  ciimc  and  misdemeanor. 

44  And  as  to  such  part  of  the  second  Article, 
whereby  the  said  Henry  Sacheverell  is  charged 
with  maintaining,  4 That  it  is  the  duty  of  su- 
perior pastors,  to  thunder  out  their  ecclesias- 
tical anathemas  against  persons  entitled  to  the 
benefit  of  the  said  Toleration he,  tlie  said 
Henry  Sacheverell,  saith,  1 That  he  doth  not 
4 maintain,  or  suggest,  that  it  is  the  duty  ot  su- 
4 perior  pastors  to  thunder  out  ecclesiastical 
4 anathemas  against  persons  entitled  to  the  be- 
4 neiit  of  the  Toleration which  persons, 
where  he  speaks  of  such  anathemas,  are  nei- 
ther by  him  mentioned  nor  intended.  But  if 
the  expressions,  by  him  unapplied  to  any,  must 
be  determined  to  any  one  sort  of  persons,  he 
humbly  conceives,  that  the  connection  of  his 
discourse  will  determine  them  to  those  schi*- 
matical  and  factious  persons,  who  take  permis- 
sion for  power,  and  advance  toleration  imme- 
diately into  an  establishment ; and  such  schis- 
matical  and  factious  persons,  he  humbly  ap- 
prehends, are  not  the  persons  entitled  to  the 
benefit  of  the  act  of  exemption,  w hich  was  de- 
signed only  to  give  some  ease  to  scrupulous 
consciences,  in  the  exercise  of  their  religion. 

44  And  as  to  the  last  part  of  the  second  Ar- 
ticle, whereby  the  said  Henry  Sacheverell  js 
charged  with  insolently  daring  or  defying  any 
power  on  earth  to  reverse  such  sentences  ; the 
said  llenry  Sacheverell  saith,  that  the  sen- 
tence, which  he,  the  said  Henry  Sacheverell, 
dares  any  power  on  eartli  to  rever*>e,  is  such, 
and  such  only,  as  is  ratified  io  heaven  ; and 
such  sentence  he  still  affirms  to  he  by  any 
earthly  power  irreversible,  and  hopes,  it  will 
not  be  thought  insolence  in  him  to  affirm,  wliat, 
he  conceives,  would  he  blasphemy  in  ajiy  one 
3 G 
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to  deny:  and  doth  further  acknowledge  him- 
self firmly  to  believe,  that  some  sentences,  pro- 
nounced by  the  pastors  of  the  church,  are  ra- 
tified in  heaven ; and  that  some  persons,  ex- 
empted from  punishment  by  the  particular 
laws  of  the  land,  may  yet,  by  the  laws  of 
Christ,  be  justly  liable  to  such  sentences;  and 
that  schism,  or  a causeless  separation  from  a 
church,  imposing  no  sinful  terms  of  commu- 
nion, is  a sin,  which  exposes  the  persons, 
guilty  thereof,  to  the  censures  of  the  church. 

Answer  to  the  Third  Article. 

M And  as  to  so  much  of  the  third  Article,  as 
charges  the  said  Henry  Sachevereli,  that  he 
doth  falsely  and  seditiously  suggest,  and  assert, 
that  the  church  of  England  is  in  a condition  of 
great  peril  and  adversity  under  her  majesty's 
administration ; and  that,  in  order  to  arraign 
and  blacken  the  said  Vote  and  Resolution  of 
both  Houses  of  parliament,  approved  by  her 
majesty,  he,  in  opposition  thereto,  doth  sug- 
gest the  church  to  be  in  danger;  the  said 
Henry  Sachcverell  denies,  that  he  hath  either 
asserted,  or  suggested,  the  church  of  England 
to  be  in  a condition  of  great  peril  and  adver- 
sity under  her  majesty's  administration;  hut 
he  doth  freely  acknowledge,  that  he  hath  in 
his  Sermon  suggested,  that,  when  national  sins 
are  ripened  up  to  a full  maturity,  to  call  down 
vengeance  from  providence  on  a church,  and 
kingdom,  debauched  in  principles,  and  cor- 
rupted in  manners,  and,  instead  of  the  true 
faith,  discipline,  and  worship,  given  over  to  all 
licentiousness,  both  in  opinion  and  practice,  to 
all  sensuality,  hypocrisy,  lewdness,  and  atheism, 
then  we  (that  is,  evidently,  all  the  members  of 
such  a church,  or  kingdom)  are  in  danger  in 
such  deplorable  circumstances : and  this  sug- 
gestion of  danger,  arising  to  a church,  and 
kingdom,  from  vice  and  infidelity,  he  humbly 
presumes,  is  not  opposite  to  the  Vote  of  the 
two  Houses,  or  seditious,  but  intirely  agreeable 
to  what  is  solemnly  declared  in  an  act  of  par- 
liament, made  the  9th  and  iOtli  of  his  late  ma- 
jesty king  William  the  3d,  for  the  more  effec- 
tual suppressing  of  blasphemy  and  profaneness; 
wherein  it  is  affirmed,  that  many  persons  had 
of  late  years  openly  avowed,  and  published, 
many  blasphemous  and  impious  opinions,  con- 
trary to  the  doctrines  and  principles  of  the 
Christian  religion,  greatly  tending  to  the  disho- 
nour of  Almighty  God,  which  might  prove  de- 
structive to  the  peace  and  welfare  of  this  king- 
dom : and  he  conceives,  that,  since  the  passing 
that  act,  the  detestable  crimes  (for  the  effec- 
tual suppressing  of  which  that  act  was  intend- 
ed) have  greatly  increased.  And  the  said 
Henry  Sachcverell  saith,  the  suggestions,  by 
him  made,  of  dangers  arising  to  us  from  vice 
and  infidelity,  he  apprehends  to  be  in  no-wise 
more  seditious,  or  repugnant  to  the  Vote 
of  the  two  Houses,  approved  by  her  ma- 
jesty, than  the  like  suggestions,*  occurring  in 
the  solemn  prayers  of  the  church,  authorized 
by  her  majesty,  and  frequently  used  before 
each  House  of  parliament ; wherein  we  be- 
seech God,  that  no  sedition  may  disturb  this 


state,  nor  schism  distract  this  church;  and 
that  he  would  give  us  grace,  seriously  to  lay  to 
heart  the  great  dangers  we  are  in  by  our  un- 
happy divisions. 

“ And  as  to  so  much  of  the  said  third  Arti- 
cle, whereby  it  is  charged,  that  the  said  Henry 
Sachevereli,  as  a parallel,  mentions  a vote,  that 
the  person  of  king  Charles  the  first  was  voted 
to  be  out  of  danger,  at  the  same  time,  tbit  his 
murderers  were  conspiring  his  death,  thereby 
wickedly  and  maliciously  insinuating,  that  the 
members  of  both  Houses,  who  passed  the  said 
Vote,  were  then  conspiring  the  ruin  of  the 
church ; he,  the  said  Henry  Sachevereli,  doth 
say,  that  he  doth  not  draw  any  parallel  between 
the  Vote  concerning  the  king's  person,  and  the 
late  Vote  of  the  two  Houses,  which  be  neither 
there,  nor  elsewhere,  in  his  Sermon  mention* ; 
But  had  he  suggested  one  Vote  to  be  panllet 
to  the  other  (which  he  hath  not)  yet  would  he 
not  have  thereby  wickedly  and  maliciously  in- 
sinuated, that  the  members  of  both  Houses, 
who  passed  the  late  Vote,  were  then  conspiring 
the  ruin  of  the  church  ; but  would  only  to 
intimated,  that,  as  some  persons  were  conspir- 
ing the  murder  of  the  king,  whilst  others,  no- 
ways privy  to  their  wicked  intentions,  voted 
his  person  to  be  out  of  danger ; so,  when  the 
two  Houses  voted  the  church  of  England  to  be 
in  uo  danger,  under  her  majesty’s  administra- 
tion, there  might  be  some  others,  who  were 
conspiring  the  ruin  of  the  church,  and  rntny 
others,  who,  by  their  vice,  and  infidelity,  were 
drawing  down  God’s  vengeance  both  on  ebureb 
and  kingdom. 

“ A 5 the  Vote  of  both  Houses,  mode  four 
years  ago,  did  concern  those  only,  who  did  then 
insinuate,  the  church  of  England  to  be  13 
danger,  under  her  majesty's  administration ; » 
it  cannot,  he  presumes,  affect  those,  who  du 
now  suggest,  the  Christian  faith,  which  is  tkt 
foundation,  upon  which  every  Christian  churcb 
stands,  to  be  endangered  by  those  atheistic*, 
and  irreligious  principles,  which  are  daily  fro® 
the  press  propagated  amongst  us,  notwithstand- 
ing the  provision,  made  by  the  said  act,  for  tup- 
pressing  blasphemy  and  prophuneness ; Sotb** 
the  said  Henry  Sachevereli  thinks,  that  Le 
might  w ith  truth  affirm,  as  he  did  in  bis  Ser- 
mon, preached  at  Derby,  that  there  were  nc«r 
such  outrngeous  blasphemies  against  God,  and 
all  religion,  natural,  as  well  as  revdaled,  veotei 
publicly,  with  impunity,  in  any  Christian  church, 
or  kingdom,  in  the  whole  world,  as  at  prrwn. 
in  our  own  ; of  which  assertion  the  said  Henry 
Sachevereli  is  ready  to  produce  undeniable 
ample  proofs,  if  called  thereto. 

Answer  to  the  Fourth  Article. 

u As  to  the  4th  Article  ; it  contains  several 
charges  of  a very  high  and  criminal  nature,  ol 
which  the  said  Henry  Sachevereli  knows  bis 
heart  to  be  intirely  innocent ; and  he  observe*, 
with  comfort,  that,  whereas  in  the  former  three 
Articles  he  is  said  to  have  maintained  or  assert- 
ed, as  well  as  to  have  suggested,  the  doctrines 
and  things  1 herein  laid  to  his  charge;  in  t*ut 
fourth  Article!  he  is  not  accused  of  maintaining 
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or  liter ung,  but  barely  of  suggesting,  what  it 
therein  contained ; And  be  humbly  hopes,  that 
bare  suggestions  or  insinuations,  could  they 
sub  any  colour  of  probability  be  made  out,  as 
be  B fully  satisfied  they  cannot,  will  not,  under 
the  most  mild  and  gracious  government  (at  a 
tune  when  several  new  Inns  hare  been  made 
for  securing  the  liberties  of  the  subject),  by 
your  lordships,  the  great  guardians  of  our  laws 
and  liberties,  be  adjudged  suthcient  to  involve 
an  English  subject  in  the  guilt  and  punishment 
of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors. 

“ To  the  several  parts  of  the  said  fourth 
Article,  the  said  Henry  Sacheverell  doth,  ill  all 
humility,  answer;  as  to  such  part  thereof, 
“hereby  it  is  charged,  ‘ that  the  said  Henry 
‘ bacherereil,  in  his  said  Sermons  and  Books, 

' doth  falsely  and  maliciously  suggest.  That  her 
' majesty’s  administration,  both  in  ecclesiastical 
1 and  civil  affairs,  tends  to  the  destruction  of 
1 th*  constitution lie,  the  said  Henry  Sacheve- 
rell,  saith,  ‘ That  lie  hath  not  made  any  men- 
1 non,  in  either  of  Ids  Books  or  Sermons,  of  her 
‘ majesty’s  administration  in  ecclesiastical  or 
1 civil  affairs,  or  of  her  ministers.  So  fur  is  he 
‘ dam  mpestuig,  that  her  majesty's  adiuiuis- 
‘ trafion,  both  in  ecclesiastical  and  civil  affairs, 

1 tends  to  the  destruction  of  the  constitution  ; 

‘ that,  amongst  the  inestimable  blessings  which 
'»re  owing  to  our  deliverance  annually  cora- 
‘ memorated  on  the  5lh  of  November,  be 
1 reckons  this  to  lie  one,  ‘ That  her  majesty, 
1 d«  good  and  pious  relict  of  the  royal  family, 

' sits  now  happily  upon  the  throne  of  her  an- 
1 restore:  and  prays,  that  God  may  long  pre- 
1 seme  her,  for  tlie  comfort  and  support  of  the 
‘ ebureh ;’  and  proftsseth,  that  wbat  he  spoke, 
proceeded  from  a tender  concern  for  her  ma- 
jesty's person  and  government;  And  in  the 
deiiicaiion  also  of  his  said  Sermon,  preached  at 
St.  Paul's,  solemnly  declares,  as  he  did  before 
in  ids  discourse,  ‘ That  his  only  aim  and  inten- 
‘ non  was,  earnestly  to  contend  for  the  safety, 

4 rights,  and  establishment  of  her  majesty,  tu- 
‘ gtther  with  those  of  the  church.' 

“ And  as  to  such  part  of  the  said  Fourth 
Artidf,  whereby  it  is  charged, 1 that  the  said 
1 Henry  Sacheverell  doth  suggest,  That  there 
' ire  men  of  characters  and  stations  in  the 
‘church,  who  are  false  brethren  ;'  the  said 
Henry  Sacheverell  saitlt,  That  the  false  bre- 
thren, as  described  bv  him  in  his  Sermon,  are 
niber  those  who  propagate  lalse  doctrines ; or 
who  give  up  the  discipline  and  worship  of  the 
church;  or  who  ate  foi  a neutrality  ill  religion ; 
nr  who  wish  well  to  tlie  Church  of  England, 
nnd  are  ready  to  sacrifice  their  persons  and 
states  in  her  vindication,  hut  do  not  shew 
Heir  seal  in  the  Communion  of  the  Church,  as 
*»il  ns  for  it,  in  obeying  her  precepts,  as  welt 
»>  defending  her  rights.  These  being  the  seve- 
I»l  sorts  of  false  brethren  enumerated  by  the 
aid  Henry  Sacheverell ; if  he  should  have  sug- 
gested, that  there  are  men  of  characters  and 
't»hons  in  Church  and  State  (words  by  no 
means  restrained  to  the  highest  characters  and 
testings),  to  whom  the  denomination  of  fulse 


brethren,  in  some  one  or  more  sensei  of  that 
word  as  by  him  interpreted,  doth  belong,  he 
humbly  hopes  that  such  suggestion  would  uot 
be  deemed  false,  malicious,  or  highly  criminal.  - 

“ And  as  to  such  otbar  part  of  the  said 
Fourth  Article,  whereby  it  is  charged,  ‘ that 
‘ the  said  Henry  SacJieverell  doth  suggest, 

‘ That  there  are  men  of  characters  and  stations 
‘ in  tlie  Church  Bad  State,  who  do  themselves 
‘ weaken,  and  undermine,  and  betray,  and  do 

* encourage,  and  put  it  into  the  power  of  otliers, 

* who  are  professed  enemies,  to  overturn  ami 

* destray  the  constitution  and  establishment;’ 
the  said  Henry  Sacheverell  denieth  that  bo 
suggestech  any  such  things  concerning  men  of 
characters  and  stations  in  Church  or  State, 
where  he  speaks  of  those,  ‘ who  weaken,  un- 
‘ dermine,  and  betray,  and  encourage,  and  put 
‘ it  in  the  power  of  our  professed  enemies,  to 
‘ overturn  and  destroy  the  constitution  and  es- 
‘ tabhsbment.’  There  men  of  characters  and 
stations  are  not  mentioned  by  him ; and  where 
he  mentions  men  of  character  and  stations, 
twelve  pages  afterwards,  the  only  place  where- 
in he  mentions  them,  there  he  speaks  nothing 
of  weakening,  undermining,  and  betraying,  or 
of  encouraging  and  putting  it  in  the  power  of 
our  professed  enemies,  to  overturn  and  destroy 
the  constitution  nnd  establishment ; and  hopes, 
therefore,  that  he  shall  be  no  ways  answerable 
for  a supposed  reflection,  which  depends  upo 
the  conjunction  of  passages  so  widely  distant 
from,  and  so  little  relating  to,  each  other. 

“ Tlie  weakeners,  underminers,  and  betrayera 
of  our  constitution,  and  tlie  eoenurngers,  to 
whom  the  said  Henry  Sacheverell  doth  in  any 
part  of  his  Sermon  refer,wi!l,  he  presumes,  upon 
a candid  examination,  of  those  passages,  ap- 
pear to  be  one  of  these  three  sorts  of  persons ; 
either,  first,  such  as,  by  their  writings  eudea- 
veur  to  subvert  the  foundations  of  our  Church 
and  State;  or,  secondly,  such,  whether  writers 
or  others,  who  are  for  a latitudinarian,  hetero- 
geneous mixture  of  all  persous,  of  what  different 
faith  soever,  uniting  only  in  protestantcy;  which 
would  let  into  her  bowels  those,  who  neither 
believe  her  faith,  own  her  mission,  submit  to 
her  discipline,  or  comply  with  her  liturgy, 
which  he  afterwards  styles  the  model  of  au  uni- 
versal coalition  ; or,  thirdly,  those  occasional 
conformists,  who  have  so  far  eluded  thy  Cor- 
poration and  Test-Acts,  by  their  abouiiunble 
hypocrisy,  as  to  bnve  undermined  the  founda- 
tions, and  endangered  the  government,  by  fill- 
ing it  (as  far  as  tiny  could)  with  its  protes&ed 
enemies,  that  is,  with  themselves.  Of  all  these 
and  their  encouragers,  the  said  Henry  Sucbe- 
verell  confesses  himself  to  liave  suggested,  that 
they  do,  in  his  opinion,  weaken,  undermine, 
and  betray  the  constitution.  But  that  either 
these,  or  their  encouragers,  are  men  of  charac- 
ters or  stations  in  the  Church  or  State,  he  hath 
not  any  where  suggested. 

“ And  as  to  such  other  part  of  the  said 
Fourth  Article,  which  chargeth  the  said  Henry 
Sacliewerell,  ‘ with  charging  her  majesty,  and 
‘ those  in  authority  under  her,  both  tu  Church 
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* and  Statc.with  a general  inal-administration  ;* 
the  said  Henry  Sacheverell  saith,  * That  he 
4 abhors  the  thoughts  of  bringing  any  charge 
4 against  her  sacred  majesty,  whom  he  never 
4 mentions  but  in  terms  of  the  profoundest  duty 
4 and  respect ; nor  doth  he  tax  those  in  authority 

* with  a general  or  with  any  maladministration, 

* which  is  a word  he  hath  never  used,  nor, ns  far 
4 ns  he  can  find,  any  other  word  or  words  by 
4 which  the  thing  is  implied/  So  far  is  the  said 
Henry  Sacheverell  from  making  any  undutiful 
refiectfotis  upon  her  majesty,  or  her  administra- 
tion, that,  in  the  several  writings  that  he  has 
published  since  her  happy  accession  to  the 
throne,  particularly  in  one  which  is  an  avowed 
defence  of  her  title  to  the  crown,  and  a justifi- 
cation of  her  entering  iuto  a war  with  France 
mid  Spain,  he  hath  expressed  himself  with  the 
most  hearty  and  loyal  aeal  for  her  majesty’s 
person,  government,  and  administration. 

44  As  to  such  other  part  of  the  said  Fourth 
Article,  whereby  it  i9  charged,  4 That  the  said 
4 Henry  Sacheverell,  as  a public  incendiary, per- 
4 suades  her  majesty's  subjects  to  keep  up  a dis- 
4 tinction  of  factions  and  parties;’  the  said 
Henry  Sacheverell  saith,  1’hat  he  is  so  far  from 
being  guilty  of  this  charge,  that,  in  his  said  Ser- 
mon, he  invites  the  separatists  to  renounce 
them  schism,  and  come  sincerely  into  the 
Church;  and  complains  of  those  who  have  vil- 
lainously divided  us  with  the  knavish  distinc- 
tions of  High  and  Low  Church-men, and  4 wishes 
4 we  might  be  one  fold, under  one  shepherd,  and 
4 that  all  those  invidious  distinctions,  that  now 
4 distract  and  confound  us,  were  lost  ; so  that 
4 we  might  be  terrible,  like  an  army  with  ban- 

* tiers,  to  our  enemies,  who  could  never  break  in 
4 upon  such  an  uniform  and  well  compacted 
4 body/ 

44  And  as  to  such  other  part  of  the  said 
Fourth  Article,  as  charges,  4 That  the  said 

* Henry  Sacheverell  instils  groundless  jealousies, 
4 and  foments  destructive  divisions,  among  her 
4 majesty’s  subjects  / the  said  Henry  Sacheverell 
'saith,  that  in  his  said  Sermon  he,  on  the  con- 
trary, rebukes  und  condemns  those,  who  by 
false  insinuations,  and  raising  groundless  jea- 
lousies and  fears,  embroil  the  public,  and  bring 
it  into  confusion. 

41  And  at  to  such  other  part  of  the  said  Fourth 
Article,  whereby  it  is  charged,  4 that  the  said 
4 Henry  Sacheverell  excites  and  stirs  up  her  ina- 
-*  jetty's  subjects  to  arms  and  violence the  said 
Henry  Sacheverell  saith,  God  forbid,  that  he 
should  be  guilty  of  so  heinous  a crime,  who 
asserts  the  utter  illegality  of  resistance  to  the 
supreme  power,  upon  any  pretence  whatsoever  ! 
Which  assertion  lie  conceives  to  be  the  chief, 
if  not  only,  ground  of  the  charge,  exhibited 
against  him  in  the  First  Article. 

44  In  confutation  of  this  charge,  he  begs  leave 
to  recite  one  passage  out  of  his  Sermon  preach- 
ed at  Derby,  in  the  following  words:  4 We 
4 may  be  partakers  of  other  men’s  sins,  if  we 
4 do  not,  to  the  uttermost  of  our  power,  endea- 
4 vour  to  prevent,  or  obstruct,  their  commission, 
4 when  they  manifestly  endanger  the  good  of  the 


4 public.  As  we  are  members  of  any  gorern- 
4 ment,  or  society,  we  are  all  obliged  in  point  of 
4 honour,  interest,  and  conscience,  to  maintain 
4 its  security,  promote  its  welfare,  and  guard  it 
4 against  factious  designs,  or  seditious  conspira- 
4 cies,  that  may  threaten  its  constitution,  dis- 
4 compose  its  pence,  or  violate  and  subvert  its 
4 laws.  God  and  nature  have  invested  every 
4 subject,  from  his  cradle,  with  a commission  to 
4 engage,  discover,  and  disappoint,  the  enemies 
4 of  his  church,  and  country;  and  he,  that  is 
4 either  privy  to,  industriously  conceals,  or  any 
4 way  abets,  their  schismalical,  illegal,  or  re- 
4 bellious,enierprizes,botli  in  the  eyes  of  human, 

4 as  well  as  divine,  laws,  is  an  accomplice  and 
4 partaker  of  the  guilt,  a traitor  to  God,  and  his 
4 prince,  a patron  and  protector  of  injustice, and 
4 a common  adversary  to  himself,  as  well  as  all 
4 mankind/ 

44  And  the  said  Henry  Sacheverell  hopes,  what 
he  hath  said  in  the  dedication  of  the  same 
Sermon,  4 That  there  are  not  wanting  some  to 
4 preach  the  truth,  and  others  to  support  it,  at 
4 the  expence  of  their  lives  and  fortunes/  will 
not  be  construed  as  exciting  her  majesty’s  sub- 
jects to  sedition  and  rebellion ; since  that 
truth,  which  he  commends  some  for  preaching, 
and  other*  for  supporting,  is  by  him  opposed  to 
the  attempts  of  those,  who  betray,  and  run 
down,  the  principles  and  interest  of  our  church, 
and  constitution ; and  since  he  there  deserved- 
ly commends  the  high  sheriff,  of  that  county,  on 
the  account  of  his  steady  loyalty,  and  zeal  to 
serve  her  majesty  and  the  gove  rumen  t,ior  which 
he  hath  been  so  remarkably  distinguished. 

44  In  the  Sermon,  preached  at  St.  Paul’s,  he 
doth  indeed  excite  Christians  to  put  on  the  whole 
armour  of  God,  as  wrestling  not  only  against 
flesh  and  hlood,  hut  against  principalities, 
against  powers, against  the  rulers  of  i he  darkness 
of  this  world,  against  spiritual  wickedness  in 
high  places ; hut  he  hath  learned  from  the 
same  St.  Paul,  mat  the  arms  of  resistance,  taken 
up  by  subjects  against  the  higher  powers,  are  no 
part  of  that  spiritual  armour  ; and  principal*- 
and  powers,  by  him  mentioned,  being  plain- 
ly distmutiislied  from  fle-h  and  blood,  cannot, 
he  thinks,  be  so  far  misinterpreted,  as  to  he  un- 
derstood of  earthly  potentates  and  rulers. 

‘4  And  as  to  so  much  of  the  said  Fourth  Ar- 
ticle, whereby  it  is  charged,  that  he,  th«  mm 
Henry  Sacheverell,  doth  wickedly  wrest  and 
pervert  divers  texts  and  passages  of  holy  scrip- 
ture, that  his  said  malicious  and  seditious  sug- 
gestions inay  tuke  the  stranger  impression  upon 
the  minds  of  her  majesty’s  subjects;  the  said 
Henry  Sacheverell  say*.,  tlmr,  having  no  ms* 
licious  or  seditious  suggestions  to  imprint,  h* 
could  not  intend  to  wrest  any  passages  of  th? 
holy  scripture  to  that  wicked  purpose.  Iinrd  u 
the  lot  of  the  ministers  of  the  gospel,  if  when 
they  cite  the  word  of  God,  in  their  general 
exhoriations  to  piety  and  virtue,  or  in  their  re- 
proofs of  men’s  transgressions,  or  where  the/ 
are  lamenting  the  difficulties  and  conflicts,  with 
which  the  church  of  Christ,  whilst  militant 
here  on  earth,  must  always  struggle,  the  sc* 
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wal  texts  and  passages,  by  them  cited,  shall 
lie  said  to  hare  been  by  them  meant  of  parti- 
cular persons  and  things,  and  shall  be  construed 
in  the  most  criminal  sense,  and  be  made,  by 
well  construction,  one  ground  of  an  Impeach- 
ment fur  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors. 

“ And  ns  to  all  other  matters  and  tilings  in 
the  said  Articles  contained,  and  not  herein  be- 
fore particularly  answered  unto,  the  said  Ilenry 
Sacheverdl  saith  lie  is  not  guilty  of  them,  or 
any  of  them,  in  manner  and  form,  as  the 
same  are  charged  upon  him  in  and  by  the  said 
Articles ; and  humbly  submits  himself  to  your 
lordships’  judgment. 

Henry  Sac  n ever  ell.” 

Short  Account  of  the  Trial  in  Westminster- 
*&*]  This  Answer  being  sent  from  the  Lords 
to  the  Commons,  and  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee, Mr.  Dolben,  in  a few  days,  reported,  That 
it  was  in  many  things  foreign  to  the  charge,  un- 
becoming a person  impeached,  and  plainly  de- 
wgn«d  to  reflect  upon  the  honour  of  the  House. 

A Replication  being  ordered  to  be  dra\vn,a  de- 
bate arose  at  the  second  reading,  wherein  the 
Doctor’s  friends  insinuated,  “ That  it  was  ad- 
visable to  leave  the  offender  to  the  ordinary 
course  of  justice/’  But  this  was  rejected  by  a 
great  majority ; and  the  Replication  sent  up  to 
the  Lord*,  averring  their  charge,  and  declaring 
they  would  be  ready  to  prove  it,  at  such  con- 
venient time  as  should  be  appointed  for  that 
pUfpO*. 

The  Lords  appointed  the  9th  of  March  for 
tbe Trial  at  the  bar  of  their  House:  and  the 
Commons  ordered,  that  the  committee,  who 
bad  drawn  up  the  Articles,  should  be  the 
managers  to  make  good  tbe  Impeachment. 
These  were  sir  John  Holland,  comptroller  of 
bw  majesty’s  houshold ; Mr.  Secretary  Boyle; 
Mr- Smith,  chancellor  of  the  exchequer;  sir 
Jauies  Mountague,  attorney-general  ; Mr.  Ro- 
hm Eyre,  solicitor -general ; Mr.  Robert  Wal- 
treasurer  of  the  navy  : sir  Joseph  Jekyll ; 
Mr.  Lechmere ; Mr.  Dolben  ; sir  Thomas  Bar- 
ber; sir  Peter  King,  recorder  of  the  city  of 
London ; sir  John  Holies  ; lord  William  Paw- 
jet;  lord  Coningsby  ; Mr.  Spencer  Compton  ; 
Mr.  William  Thompson  ; lieutenant-general 
bt-mhope;  lieutenant-general  Mordnunt;  Mr. 
bpencer  Cowper ; sir  David  Dalrymple.  Then 
rtwaj  debated,  whether  the  House  should  at- 
tend in  a body,  or  in  a committee  of  the  whole 
H°i«e;  and  it  was  carried  lor  a committee  by 
* majority  of  192  against  180.  This  was 
done  by  the  Doctor’s  friends,  who  found,  that, 
by  gaining  more  time,  the  people  were  still 
m,'re  inflamed  ; and  therefore  it  was  they 
Moved,  ih.it  the  Trial  might  be  public  in  West- 
tMnsser.hidl.  where  the  whole  House  of  Com- 
might  be  present.  Accordingly,  upon 
tbe  Commons’  request,  which  was  brought  up 
by  Mr.  Bromlev,  one  of  the  Doctor’s  chief 
friends,  the  Lords  addressed  the  queen  for  a 

* Burnet — Tindal — Boyer.  For  the  Trial  at 
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place  to  be  prepared  in  Westminster-hall  for 
the  Trial. 

At  length,  the  Lords  sent  n message  to  the 
Commons  to  acquaint  them,  they  had  appoint- 
ed the  27th  of  February  for  the  Trial.  On  that 
day  (all  things  being  prepared)  the  Lords,  in 
their  formalities,  went  down  to  the  court  in 
Westminster-hall,  w here  vast  numbers  of  spec- 
tators had  been  ndmitted.  The  managers  of 
the  Commons,  and  the  committee  of  the  whole 
house  having  taken  their  respective  places,  and 
Dr.  Sachevercll,  who  was  lodged  in  the  Temple, 
and  came  every  day  with  great  solemnity  in  a 
coach  to  the  Hall,  being  brought  to  the  bar, 
the  Trial  began,  and  lasted  three  weeks;  in 
which  all  other  business  was  at  n itand, 
for  this  took  up  all  men's  thoughts.  The 
queen  herself  was  present  every  day  of  the 
Trial  in  a private  manner.  The  managers  for 
the  Commons  opened  the  matter  very  solemn- 
ly. Their  performances  were  very  much  and 
justly  commended.  Sir  Joseph  Jekyll,  Mr. 
solicitor-general  Lyre,  lieutenant-general  Stan- 
hope, sir  Peter  King,  but  above  all,  sir  Thomas 
Parker,  distinguished  themselves  in  a very 
particular  maor.er.  When  his  counsel,  sir 
Simon  Harcourt,  Mr.  Dodd,  Mr.  Phipps, 
Mr.  Dee,  and  Dr.  Henchman,  came  to  plead 
for  him,  they  very  freely  acknowledged  the 
lawfulness  of  resistance  in  extreme  cases, 
and  plainly  justified  the  Revolution  and  our 
deliverance  by  king  William.  But  they  said, 
it  was  not  fit  in  a Sermon  to  name  such  an  ex- 
ception. That  the  duties  of  morality  ought  to 
be  delivered  in  their  full  extent,  without  sup- 
posing an  extraordinary  case.  And  therefore 
the  Doctor  had  followed  precedents  set  by  our 
greatest  divines,  ever  since  the  Reforma- 
tion, and  ever  since  the  Revolution.  Upon 
this  they  opened  a great  field ; they  be- 
gan with  the  declarations  made  in  king  Henry 
the  8th’s  time;  they  insisted  next  upon  the 
Homilies ; and  from  thence  instanced,  in  a 
large  series  of  bishops  and  divines,  who  had 
preached  the  duty  of  submission  and  non-re- 
sistance in  very  full  terras,  without  supposing 
any  exception  ; some  excluding  all  exceptions 
in  as  positive  a manner  as  the  Doctor  had  done. 
They  explained  the  word  Revolution,  as  be- 
longing to  the  new  settlement  upon  king 
James's  withdrawing  ; though,  in  the  common 
acceptation,  it  was  understood  of  the  whole 
transaction,  from  the  landing  of  the  Dutch 
army,  till  the  settlement  made  by  the  Conven- 
tion. So  that,  they  understanding  the  Revo- 
lution in  that  sense,  there  was  indeed  no  resist- 
ance there.  That  if  the  passage  quoted  from 
the  declaration  of  king  William,  while  he  was 
prince  of  Orange,  did  not  come  up  to  that,  for 
which  the  Doctor  qnnted  it,  he  ought  not  to 
he  censured,  because  his  quotation  did  not 
fully  prove  his  point.  As  for  his  invective 
against  the  dissenters  and  toleration,  they  la- 
boured to  turn  that  off,  by  saying,  that  he  did 
not  reflect  on  what  was  alloxved  by  law,  but  on 
the  permission  of,  or  the  not  punishing  many, 
who  published  impious  and  blasphemous  books. 
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And  a collection  was  made  of  passages  in 
books,  full  of  crude  impiety  and  bold  opinions. 
This  gave  great  offence  to  many,  who  thought 
that  this  was  a solemn  publishing  of  so  much 
impiety  to  the  nation,  by  which  more  mischief 
would  be  done  than  by  the  books  themselves  : 
for  most  of  them  had  been  neglected,  and 
known  only  to  a small  number  of  those  wlio 
encouraged  them  ; and  the  authors  of  many  of 
those  books  had  been  prosecuted  und  punished 
for  them.  As  to  those  parts  of  the  Sermon, 
which  set  out  the  danger  the  church  was  in, 
though  both  Houses  had  some  years  ago  voted 
it  a gn  at  offence  to  say  it  was  in  danger ; the 
Doctor’s  counsel  said  it  might  liavr  been  in  none 
four  years  ago,  when  these  votes  passed,  and 
yet  be  now  iu  danger;  the  greatest  of  all  dan- 
gers was  to  be  apprehended  from  the  wrath  of 
God  for  such  impieties.  They  said,  the  reflec- 
tioos  on  the  administration  were  not  meant  of 
those  employed  immediately  by  the  queen,  but 
of  men  in  inferior  posts.  If  the  Doctor’s  words 
seemed  capable  of  a bad  sense,  they  were  also 
capable  of  a more  innocent  one ; and  every 
man  was  allowed  to  put  any  construction  on 
bis  words,  that  they  could  bear. 

When  the  Doctor's  counsel  had  ended  their 
Defence,  he  concluded  it  himself  with  a speech, 
which  lie  lead  with  much  bold  heat ; in  which, 
with  many  solemn  asseverations,  he  justified 
his  intentions  towards  the  queen  and  her  go- 
vernment. He  spoke  with  respect  both  of  the 
Revolution  and  the  Protestant  Succession.  He 
insisted  most  on  condemning  all  resistance  un- 
der any  pretence  whatsoever,  without  men- 
tioning the  exception  of  extreme  necessity,  a* 
his  counsel  had  done.  He  said,  it  was  a doc- 
trine of  the  church,  in  which  he  was  educated ; 
and  added  many  pathctical  expressions,  to 
move  the  audience  to  compassion.  This  bad 
a great  effect  on  the  weaker  sort,  while  it  pos- 
sessed those,  who  knew  the  man  and  his  or- 
dinary discourses,  with  horror,  when  they 
lieard  him  affirm  so  many  falsehoods  with  snch 
solemn  appeals  to  God.  It  was  very  plain, 
that  the  speech  was  made  for  him  by  others, 
for  the  style  was  more  correct,  and  far  differ- 
ent from  his  own ; and  it  wns  thought  to  be  the 
joint  work  of  Dr.  Atterbury,  Dr.  Smalridge, 
and  Dr.  Friend,  supervised  and  corrected  by 
sir  Simon  Harcourt  and  Mr.  Phipps. 

During  the  Trial, the  multitudes  that  followed 
hiui  all  the  way  as  he  came,  and  ns  he  went 
back,  shrived  a great  concern  for  him,  pressing 
about  him,  and  striving  to  kiss  his  hand.  And 
when  the  queen  went,  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
day  on  which  the  Trial  brgan,  to  the  House  of 
Lords,  to  give  the  royal  assent  to  some  bills,  n 
great  multitude  of  people  gathered  about  her 
sedan,  crying  out,  • God  bless  your  majesty 
‘ and  the  church  : we  hope  your  majesty  is  for 
‘ Dr.  Sacheverrll.’  The  next  day  the  mob  was 
still  more  numerous  and  louder  about  Dr.  Sa- 
cbeverell’s  roach,  and  obliged  all  persons  they 
met  to  pull  off  their  hats  to  him,  and  abused 
those  who  refused  to  comply  ; among  whom 
were  some  members  of  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 


ment. The  same  evening  the  rioters  went  tv 
Mr.  Daniel  Burgess’s  nieeting-h  ms*,  ia  a court 
near  Lincoln’s-inn-ficlds,  of  which  they  brokr 
the  windows,  and  committed  several  other  out- 
rages and  disorders.  Their  fury  increoi;.; 
with  their  numbers,  they  advanced  to  gresitt 
enormities,  and  even  to  overt-acts  of  rabeUm. 
For,  alter  they  had  attended  upon  Dr.  Ssche- 
verell  ns  usual,  they  repaired  to  that  meeting- 
house  again,  broke  it  open,  pulled  doss  the 
pulpit,  pews,  benches,  m short,  all  that  an 
combustible  ; nnd  having  carried  these  mate- 
rials iuto  Lincoln Vinn -ffeliis,  mode  a bonfire 
of  them,  with  repeated  cries  of  High  Church 
nnd  Sacheverrll.  About  the  same  time,  other 
parties  of  the  mob  demolished  and  destroyed 
several  other  meeting-liouses.  They  also  tat- 
tered and  plundered  the  houses  of  seieral  dis- 
seuters;  threatened  to  pull  down  the  bouses  of 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  earl  of  Wharton, btshep 
of  Saruiu,  Mr.  Dulben,  and  other  managers  Sr 
the  Commons  against  Dr.  Sacbeverell ; and 
talked  of  destroying  Mr.  Hoadly’s  church  ead 
house,  Saltervhall,  Mr.  Shower’s  and  “A" 
meeting-houses  in  the  city ; and  even  ol  at- 
tacking the  Bank  of  England,  of  which  the  di- 
rectors being  apprehensive,  they  took  the  re 
cessary  precautions  for  its  security,  and  seat  to 
Wliitehall  for  assistance.  These  disorders  »«* 
directed  by  some  of  better  fashion,  who  fol- 
lowed tile  ntob  in  hackney-coaches,  and  »eie 
seen  sending  messages  to  them.  Upon  the  first 
notice  of  these  tumults,  the  earl  of  Sunderlsud 
made  his  report  to  lire  queen,  who  commanded 
him  to  send  tier  horse  and  foot-guards  la  da- 
perse  tlie  mob  ; and  the  earl  representin'  the 
danger  of  leaving  her  person  unguarded  at  that 
time  (it  being  between  ten  and  eleiea  o'clock 
at  night)  site  answered,  ‘ God  would  be  her 
‘ guard.’  The  earl  being  returned  to  his  owe 
at  the  Cockpit,  where  were  also  the  Luri 
Chancellor,  the  duke  of  Newcastle,  and  woe 
other  noblemen,  he  sent  for  captain  Horsey,  3" 
exempt,  who  then  commanded  the  guard,  M“ 
ordered  him  to  mount  immediately,  and  do- 
perse  the  mob.  And  as  the  captain  was  gong 
our,  the  earl  whispered  him,  und  bid  him  teed 
a party  to  Has  Bank.  Before  the  horse  a" 
foot-  guards  could  reach  Lincoln’s-inn- fields,  the 
officers  had  notice,  that  the  mob  which  bad  la- 
thered there,  was  relumed  to  Drary-lre. 
where  they  were  making  another  bonbre  a»h 
the  furniture  of  Mr.  Earle's  meeting-lioo* : 
whereupon  the  guards  bent  their  march  dal 
wav.  At  iheir  approach  most  of  tli* mohstd 
before  them  ; and  only  one  of  their  ring-leaders, 
George  Purchase,  a bailiff  (who  had  befc« 
been  a life-guard-man,  but  was  dismissed  W 
some  misdemeanor)  offered  to  make  a *»“• 
wiih  a few  of  the  most  resolute  of  his  follower-, 
erring  out  for  High  Church  and  Dr.  Sacbcrr- 
rell.  From  Drury-lau*  the  guards  matched  to- 
wards the  city,  and  met  with  some  opposition 
near  Fleet-ditch, from  the  mob  that  »ere  nlhiii 
the  meeting-house  in  Black-Friars  ; buthsswf 
wounded  some  of  the  most  daring,  and  sccor''!' 
others,  the  rest  were  soon  scattered ; and  tic 
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guards,  patrolling  all  night,  prevented  any  far-  timable  blessingp."  It  was  moved,  that  in  the 
diet  mischief.  On  the  2nd  of  March,  the  first  paragraph  it  might  be  suggested,  that  the 
horse  and  foot-gunrds  at  Whitehall  and  St.  * rebellious  tumults  were  set  on  foot  and  fo- 
James's  were  doubled  : and  the  trained-bands  1 mented  by  republicans,  as  well  as  by  papists 
at  Westminster  under  arms,  in  divers  posts,  4 and  nonjurors:'  but  the  motion  was  rejected, 
where  they  continued  as  long  as  Dr.  Sacbeve-  The  day  before  this  Address  was  presented, 
rell’s  Trial  was  depending:  which  both  lessened  a proclamation  was  published  for  suppressing 
the  number  of  the  mutineers  (many  of  the  the  tumults,  pursuant  to  which  Eeveral  per- 
traiaed-band  being  men  of  low  circumstances,  sons,  who  had  been  active  in  the  late  nots, 
hired  by  substantial  housekeepers)  and  kept  the  were  apprehended,  and  committed  to  divers 
rest  in  awe.  The  same  day,  the  Commons  re-  prisons ; particularly,  George  Purchase  the 
wired  to  address  the  queen,  to  take  effectual  bailiff ; Daniel  Damaree,  one  of  the  queeu's 
measures  to  suppress  the  present  tumults,  set  watermen;  and  Francis  Willis,  a footman; 
on  foot  and  fomented  by  papists,  nonjurors,  which  three  were  some  time  after  tried  for 
and  other  enemies  to  her  title  and  government  ; higb-treason : but,  though  the  two  first  were 
audio  issue  out  a proclamation,  promising  a sentenced  to  die,  yet  neither  of  them  suffered, 
reward  to  such  as  should  discover  and  sei/.e  The  reraissness,  in  punishing  so  great  a disor- 
those  incendiaries,  who  had  been  the  occasions  der,  was  looked  on  ns  the  preparing  ar.d  en- 
of  the  late  tumults  and  disorders.  To  this  couraging  men  to  new  tumults;  nnd  there  was 
Address  the  queen  answered,  44  That  she  was  a secret  management  in  the  whole  affair,  that 
extremely  sensible  of  the  great  care  and  concern  amazed  all  people. 

of  the  Mouse  of  Commons  for  the  public  peace  When  Dr.  Sachererell  had  ended  hisDefence, 
upon  this  occasion  ; and,  as  she  had  a just  re-  the  managers  for  the  House  of  Commons  re- 
sentment at  these  tumultuous  and  violent  pro-  plied,  and  shewed  very  evidently,  that  the 
<*cdiogs,$o  she  would  take  immediate  care  for  words  of  his  Sermon  could  not  reasonably  bear 
>uppre*smg  them,  and  would  lose  no  time  in  any  other  sense  but  that  for  which  they  charged 
tndeamuring  to  find  out  the  authors  and  abet-  him.  This  was  an  easy  performance,  and  they 
tors,  m order  to  bring  them  to  punishment,  ac-  managed  it  with  great  strengtli  and  vivacity, 
cording  to  the  desire  of  this  House."  The  But  the  humour  of  the  town  was  turned  against 
Commons,  upon  this  Auswer,  unanimously  re-  them,  and  *>11  the  clergy  appeared  for  the  Doc— 
wived  to  present  an  Address, importing, 44  That  tor.  Many  of  the  queen's  chaplains  stood 
tbev  begged  leave  to  return  their  most  hearty  about  him,  encouraging  and  magnifying  him  ; 
thanks  for  her  most  gracious  Answer  to  their  and  it  was  given  out,  that  the  queeu  herself  fa- 
Addreas,  and  for  her  effectual  care  in  suppress-  vourcd  him,  though  upon  bishop  Burnet’s  first 
iog  those  rebellious  tumults,  which  were  set  on  coining  to  town,  which  was  after  the  Impeach- 
fotjtaod  fomented  by  papists,nonjurors,and  other  meat  was  brought  up  to  the  Lords,  she  said  to 
enemiesto  her  title  nnd  government,  in  defiance  him,  that  it  was  a bad  Sermon,  and  that  he  de- 
of  the  just  prosecution  of  the  Commons  ngainst  serv  ed  w ell  to  be  punished  for  ir. 

Dr.  H.  Sacheverell.  And  they  humbly  besought  Sir  John  Holt,  lord  chief  justice  of  the 
her  to  believe,  that  ns  this  prosecution  proceed-  Queen V bench, died  during  the  Trial  of  the  Dec- 
cd  only  from  the  indispensable  obligation  which  tor,  upon  the  6th  of  March.  He  was  very 
her  faithful  Commons  looked  upon  themselves  learned  in  the  law,  and  bad,  upon  great  occa- 
to  lie  under,  not  to  sit  still,  and  patiently  see  sions,  shewed  an  intrepid  zeal  in  asserting  its 
the  justice  of  the  late  happy  Revolution,  and  authority;  for  he  ventured  on  the  indignation 
the  glory  of  their  late  royal  deliverer  reflected  of  both  Houses  of  parliament  by  turns,  when 
uP°n  ; her  majesty’s  undoubted  title  struck  at;  he  thought  the  law  was  with  him.  He  was  a 
her  administration,  by  which  so  many  blessings  man  of  good  judgment  and  great  integrity,  and 
Wer*  derived  upon  them,  endeavoured  to  be  set  himself  with  great  application  to  the  func- 
r*ndered  odious  to  the  people,  and  represented  tions  of  that  important  post.  Sir  Thomas  Par- 
**  destructive  of  the  church  nnd  constitution  ; kerwas  immediately  made  lord  chief  justice  in 
tie  present  establishment  and  Protestant  Sue-  his  room.  This  great  promotion  seemed 
(tssion  undermined ; the  resolutions  of  the  an  evident  demonstration  of  the  queen's  ap- 
parluunent  treated  with  contempt ; the  gover-  proving  the  prosecution  ; for  none  of  the  ma- 
nors  of  the  church,  and  her  majesty  as  supreme,  nagers  had  treated  the  Doctor  so  severely  as  he 
a*fwrsed  and  vilified;  the  Toleration  exposed,  had  done:  yet  secret  whispers  were  very  confi- 
wicked  i a«d  sedition  insolently  invading  the  dently  set  about,  that  though  the  queen’s  affairs 
polpit : s»>  the  maintenance  of  her  majesty’s  put  her  upon  acting  the  part  of  one,  who  was 
ri?bt,  the  safety  of  her  person,  the  quiet  of  her 
foveroment,  the  continuance  of  their  happiness 
,“*der  her  excellent  administration,  the  succes- 
in  the  Protestant  line,  the  support  nnd  ho- 
tK>Qr  °f  the  church  of  England,  as  established 
K*  with  that  Toleration  which  was  by  act 
01  parliament  allowed  to  Protestant  dissenters, 
u*!ald  be  their  constant  care  and  concern. 

And  they  would,  upon  all  occasions, venture  all 
<<*atwj|*  dear  to  them,  in  defence  of  such  iues- 


pleased  with  this  scene ; yet  she  disliked  it 
all,  and  would  take  the  first  occasion  to  shew'  it. 

On  the  10th  of  March  the  earl  of  Notting- 
ham said,  that  he  had  something  to  propose ; 
nnd  the  Lords  being  adjourned  to  their  House, 
he  started  an  unexpected  question,  44  Whether 
in  prosecutions  by  impeachments  for  high 
crimes  and  misdemeanors,  by  writing,  or 
speaking,  the  particular  words,  supposed  to  be 
criminal,  are  necessary  to  be  expressly  specified 
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in  such  impeachments  ?v  After  some  debate 
the  Lords  resolved  to  consult  the  judges,  who 
very  readily  delivered  their  unanimous  opi- 
nions, “ That,  according  to  law,  the  grounds  of 
an  indictment  or  impeachment  ought  to  he  ex- 
pressly mentioned  in  both.”  Those,  who  were 
for  punishing  Dr.  Sacheverell,  were  not  a lit- 
tle surprized  at  this  unforeseen  difficulty,  which 
was  of  no  less  consequence,  than  to  annul  the 
whole  prosecution,  and  to  make  it  necessary 
for  the  Commons  to  begin  anew,  which  they 
could  not  expect  to  have  time  to  do.  But  it 
being  suggested,  that  die  judges  had  delivered 
their  opinion  according  to  the  rules  of  West- 
tuinster-hall,  and  not  according  to  the  usage  of 
parliament,  the  Lords  at  last  resolved,  “ That 
in  impeachments  they  were  to  proceed  accord- 
ing to  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  the  law  and 
usage  of  parliaments  and,  upon  searching  the 

Journals  of  the  House  for  precedents,  they 
found  a parallel  instance  to  that  of  Dr.  Sache- 
verell's  Impeachment,  which  was  dial  of  Dr. 
Maiuwnruig  in  king  Charles  l’s  reign,  wherein 
the  words,  ior  which  he  was  impeached,  were 
not  expressly  mentioned  in  the  Articles.  Where- 
upon it  was  voted  after  some  debate,  “ Tliat 
by  the  law  and  usage  of  parliaments  in  prosecu- 
tions by  impeachments  for  high-crimes  and 
misdemeanors,  by  writing  or  speaking,  the  par- 
ticular words,  supposed  to  be  criminal,  are  not 
necessary  to  be  expressly  specified  in  such 
impeachments  against  winch  Resolution  mauy 
lords  entered  their  protest. 

Debate  in  the  Lords  on  the  Articles  of  Im- 
peachment.] March  16.  The  queen  went  in- 
cognito to  the  House  of  Lords,  where  a motion 
being  Made  to  declare,  “ That  the  Commons 
had  made  good  the  first  Article  against  Dr.  Sa- 
cheverell,” a warm  debate  arose. 

The  Earl  of  IVharton , who  spoke  first,  said, 
u There  is  a different  strain  between  the  Doc- 
tor's Sermon  and  his  speech;  the  speech  is  a 
full  confutation  and  condemnation  of  the  Ser- 
mon. All  he  has  advanced  about  non-resist- 
ance and  unlimited  obedience,  is  ridiculous 
and  false ; ns  is  also  his  distinguishing  in  the 
affair  of  the  Revolution,  in  which  there  was  no- 
torious resistance  in  the  association  begun  at 
Exeter,  uud  in  the  seizing  of  York  and  Oxford 
gates,  and  breaking  the  bridge.  The  doctrine 
of  passive  obedience,  as  pressed  by  the  Doctor, 
is  not  reconcilenble  to  tbe  practice  of  church- 
men. If  tlie  Revolution  is  not  lawful,  many  in 
that  Hou»e,  and  vast  numbers  without,  were 
guilty  of  blood,  murder,  rapine,  and  injustice: 
and  the  queen  herself  is  no  lawful  queen,  since 
the  best  title  she  had  to  the  crown,  was  her 
parliamentary -title, founded  on  the  Revolution.” 

The  Lord  Havenham  spoke  as  follows  : 

“ Mv  Lords;  When  l consider  where  this 
impeachment  first  began,  I cannot  but  think 
the  design  of  it  was  very  good  ; but  whatever 
it  was,  iu  its  first  intendment,  it  is  very  evident,  ' 
it  has  already  procured  very  mischievous  effects ; ' 
it  lias  created  great  disturbances  in  private  fa-  i 
ir.iliet, and  raised  a ferment  in  the  nation,  that 


will  not  be  laid  by  your  lordships'judgcneiUjIet 
that  be  what  it  will.  It  has  been  a iwo-e<fccd 
mischief ; giving  the  church  ou  the  one  side, 
uud  the  dissenters  on  the  other,  too  just  ap- 
prehension, that  they  are  both  in  danger.  Nor 
can  this  be  wondered  at,  when  your  lordships 
have  been  told,  by  some  of  the  managers,  or 
a pretended  divine  right  of  the  church,  and 
when  it  has  been  more  than  hinted  by  the  ma- 
nagers of  the  House  of  Commons,  that  the 
clergy  ought  to  be  directed  by  the  civil  power, 
what  doctrine  they  should  teach  : nay,  when 
they  have  authoritatively  taken  upon  theta  to 
interpret  Scripture,  and  charged  it  as  a crime 
upon  a minister,  that  he  had  wrested  several 
places  of  it  to  his  own  wicked  intentions. 

11  My  lords  ; Alter  so  noble  a defence  raude 
for  the  Doctor  by  his  counsel,  and  so  great  and 
moving  an  apology  by  himself,  I should  not 
trouble  your  lordships  upon  this  occasion,  were 
it  not  more  in  justification  of  mysc-lQ  lor  t!vc 
judgment  1 shall  give,  than  for  the  sake  of  the 
Doctor,  whose  cause,  I think,  now  stands  in 
very  little  need  of  it. — I was,  tuv  lords,  » 
sufferer  in  the  late  reigns,  as  well  as  others  : I 
was  in  the  Convention-parliament,  and  iu  the 
vote  of  Abdication  ; and  am,  at  this  day,  of 
the  same  principle  I was  then;  and  yet,  not- 
withstanding this,  I am  not  ashamed  to  say  to 
your  lordships,  that  I think  myself  obliged,  in 
justice,  to  acquit  the  Doctor  from  tbe  chart? 
brought  against  him  iu  this  Article.  And 
though  this  may  seem  strange  to  some  of  you: 
lordships;  yet,  I hope,  it  will  not  Appear  so 
very  strange,  as  to  see  bishops  vote  against 
their  own  doctrines,  and  Disseuters  iu  the  midst 
of  a mob  that  are  pulling  down  meeting- 
houses ; especially  after  the  reasons  I shall 
offer  to  your  lordships  for  the  suppoi  t of  ruj 
opinion. 

“ I shall  not  trouble  your  lordships  about 
the  original  of  government,  or  the  divers  foru.s 
of  it ; your  lordships  heard  that  learnedly  dis- 
coursed on  by  one  of  the  managers  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  below;  but  tliere  is  one 
thing,  my  lords,  that,  if  my  memory  setves  me 
right,  that  gentleman  omitted ; and  it  is  a 
matter  too,  that  I take  to  be  of  the  greatest 
consequence  to  any  government  whatsoever;  I 
mean,  the  Divine  Appointment,  or  Institution 
of  government  itself ; from  which  appoiutment 
it  is,  that  men  are  obliged  to  obedience  to  the 
magistrate,  not  only  for  wrath,  or  fear  of  him, 
but  for  conscience  sake,  for  dread  of  a future 
punishment ; which  is  the  greatest  security 
the  magistrate  has.  And  I the  rather  mention 
this,  because  of  notions  that  some  people  line 
of  late  advanced  of  their  own,  (ana  have  found 
their  advantage  too  in  so  doing)  of  a discre- 
tionary obedience  only  ; that  is,  in  my  opinion, 
whilst  the  government  is  for  them,  they  w ill  be 
for  it,  ami  think  themselves  bound  to  obey  no 
longer.  It  is  not  necessary  to  the  proof  of  this. 
Divine  Authority,  to  fix  the  just  time  and 
place,  when,  and  where,  and  how  the  know- 
ledge of  it  w as  first  communicated  to  mankind ; 
it  is  enough,  that  we  have  it  us  expressly, 
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plainly,  and  as  clearly  declared,  as  can  be  put  owns:  and  I appeal  to  that  reverend  and 
into  words,  that  it  is  so. — There  is  another  learned  Bench,  who  are  great  masters  of  con- 
tbing,  my  lords,  that,  in  general,  I would  men-  troversy,  whether  it  is  not  an  established  rule 
lion  to  your  lordships,  before  I coine  to  the  among  all  learned-  men,  that  have  the  least 
Article  itself ; which  may  otherwise  be  the  oc-  spark  of  ingenuity,  that  no  roan  ought  to  be 
Cioion  of  some  mistake  in  this  debate.  We  charged  with  consequences,  let  them  appear  to 
are  not  now  judging  according  to  our  own  his  adversary  never  so  clearly  and  undeniably 
notions  of  politics,  or  determining  how  far  to  follow  from  his  assertion,  when  he  himself 
resistance,  or  non-resistance,  is  lawful  : it  denies  those  consequences  ? This  is  so  known 
would  be  u strange  rule  of  judgment,  to  find  a maxim,  in  all  disputes  between  Protestants 
tov  man  guilty,  for  the  sake  of  one’s  private  and  Papists,  and  between  Protestants  them* 
opimon,  and  for  the  establishing  a doctrine  selves,  that  it  cannot  be  denied.  Now,  the 
which  be  likes,  and  his  neighbour  does  not.  Doctor  himself  denying,  as  he  does,  that  he 
But  the  only  question  before  your  lordships,  is,  I had  the  least  thought  of  including  the  Revo* 
whether,  and  how  far,  the  House  of  Commons  j lution  under  his  general  assertion,  or  that  he 
have  made  good  their  charge  against  the  Doc-  j applied  his  doctrine  of  non-resistance  to  thac 
tor?  And  I take  the  liberty  to  say  plainly  to  j case,  cannot,  without  the  highest  injustice,  be 
your  lordships,  that  in  my  opinion,  they  have  j charged  with  consequences,  which  he  himself 
bten  very  far  from  making  good  their  charge  ' utterly  denies. — In  the  next  place,  it  is  hn- 
a^ainst  him  in  this  article.  I possible,  in  my  opinion,  to  prove,  that  resist* 

“ My  lords ; To  prevent  the  least  mistake,  I ance  was  made  use  of  ns  a means  to  bring 
I shall  read  the  words  of  the  Article  to  your  j about  the  late  happy  Revolution  ; and  conse- 
lonbbips,  as  they  stand  in  the  Impeachment  : [ quently,  is  not  within  the  Doctor’s  general. 

1 He  the  said  Henry  Sacheverell,  in  his  said  maxim.  * Means/  my  lords,  is  a relative  term, 

‘ tennon  preached  at  St.  Pauls,*  doth  suggest  and  refers  to  some  end  : and  the  end  and 
‘ aud  maintain,  that  the  necessary  means  used  design  of  the  prince  of  Orange  in  coming 
‘tubring  about  the  said  happy  Revolution,  hither,  and  of  those  that  joined  him  when  he 
‘ were  odious  and  unjustifiable  : that  his  late  w*ns  here,  being  to  have  the  nation  and  rightful 
‘ majesty,  in  his  declaration,  disclaimed  the  succession  secured  by  a free  parliament ; it 
‘ least  imputation  of  resistance ; and  that  to  follows,  that  whatever  force  was,  at  that  time, 

* unpote  resistance  to  the  said  Revolution,  is  made  use  of,  could  not  be  made  use  of  as  a 
‘ to  cast  black  and  odious  colours  upon  his  means  to  bring  about  an  end  which  was  never 
‘ late  majesty,  and  the  said  Revolution.' — The  intended.  Far  be  it  from  me,  my  lords,  to 
Doctor,  in  this  Article,  is  charged  with  having  lessen  this  great  undertaking  to  deliver  us  from 
maintained,  That  the  necessary  means  used  to  Popery  and  arbitrary  power  ! And  though  the 
bring  about  the  late  happy  Revolution,  were  glory  of  that  enterprize  is  wholly  attributed  to 
odious  and  unjustifiable.  To  support  this,  the  king  William;  it  is  certain,  her  present  raa- 
Commons  say,  that  having  asserted  the  ge-  jesty  had  her  share  in  it,  however  that  is  for- 
neral  proposition  of  the  unlawfulness  of  resist-  gotten  : for,  give  me  leave  to  say,  That  had  not 
ki§  the  supreme  power,  and  not  having  ex-  her  majesty  countenanced  the  undertaking  of 
ctpted  the  particular  case  of  resistance  that  the  priuce  of  Orange  with  her  assistance,  in 

made  use  of,  as  a means  to  bring  about  my  opinion,  the  success  had  been  very  dubious, 
the  late  happy  Revolution ; he  doe3  thereby  “ Now,  is  it  possible,  my  lords,  to  imagine, 
ndlecthoth  upon  the  means,  and  upon  the  said  that  it  was  ever  the  design  of  her  majesty,  or 
Revolution.  In  answer  to  this,  there  have  been  those  that  joined  the  prince  of  Orange,  to 
two  things  insisted  upon  to  your  lordships,  in  take  the  crown  otT  of  king  James’s,  and  put 
bdidf  of  the  Doctor,  by  his  counsel : first,  that  it  upon  king  William's  head  ? No,  my  lords; 
mcasesuf  such  a nature  as  this,  theexception  is  the  avowed  great  design  was  quite  otherwise, 
always  imply ed  in  the  general  rule : unci  there  as  appears  by  the  declaration  itself,  which 
was  a very  unanswerable  instance  brought  in  was  read  below : it  was  to  restore  and  secure 
proof  of  this,  at  least  to  most  of  your  lordships ; our  laws,  from  the  invasion  thnt  bad  been  made 

* was  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  to  king  James  : upon  them  by  arbitrary  power:  it  was  to  secure 
all  those  that  took  that  oath,  took  it  in  general  that  right,  that  all  the  world  knows,  the  prin- 
"ord* ; and  yet,  such  an  extraordinary  case  as  cess  had  to  the  succession  of  the  crown,  and 
th*  Revolution  was  excepted,  though  not  ex-  to  have  every  thing  settled  by  a free  parlia- 
preised  by  those  that  took  that  oath.  The  next  ment ; and  not  to  make  a Revolution,  by  de- 

tl»e  boctor,  say  they,  would  have  been  throning  king  James.  This  the" prince  himself 
justly  more  blamed,  bad  he  mentioned  all  the  owns,  when  he  says,  in  his  declaration,  he  had 
cases  of  exception  ; which  extraordinary  cases  no  other  design  in  coming  hither,  but  a free 
ought  to  answer  for  themselves,  whenever  they  parliament. 

fall  out. — And  though,  my  lords,  these  two  be  “ My  lords,  I take  it  to  be  of  most  dangerous 
a hll  Answer,  yet  there  are  two  things  more,  I consequence,  to  judge  any  man  by  suggestions 
with  submission,  maybe  added  to  it,  and  innuendos  : let  what  will  be  said  to  justify 
which  have  not  as  yet  been  taken  notice  of.  it,  it  shall  never  be  the  rule  of  my  judgment. 

first  is,  my  lords,  that  the  proof  against  Groundless  suggestions,  my  lords,  have  within 

Doctor  is  drawn  by  consequences  of  the  my  memory,  been  the  pretence  of  power,  to 
^ununoas’  own  making,  which  he  himself  dis-  cover  illegal  oppression,  with  the  shew  of 
VOL.  VI.  3 H 
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reason,  to  tbs  public.  I will  give  your  lord- 
ships  but  one  instance  of  it : it  was  the  case 
of  a reverend  prelate,  now  in  the  House ; I 
mean  the  archbishop  of  York:  his  grace  was 
then  Dr.  Sharpe  only.  It  was  in  the  year 
1686  : there  was  an  order,  directed  by  wey 
of  letter  to  the  protestant  bishops  to  discharge 
all  the  inferior  clergy  from  preaching  upon 
Controverted  points  in  divinity  : they  thought 
it  served  the  designs  of  popery  then  to  direct 
ministers  how  they  should  preach  ; which  was 
in  effect,  to  forbid  theta  to  defend  their  reli- 
gion. This  precedent  was  taken  from  an 
order  in  queen  Mary’s  time,  says  the  printed 
account ; when,  at  the  same  time,  it  was  at- 
tacked by  the  Romish  priests  with  nil  the  vigor 
they  were  capable  of,  and  the  popish  sermons 
and  discourses  were  printed  bv  authority. 
Notwithstanding  this  order,  the  Doctor  took 
occasion,  in  some  of  his  sermons,  to  vindicate 
the  Church  of  England,  in  opposition  to  the 
frauds  and  corruptions  of  popery  : but  this,  by 
the  court  emissaries,  was  interpreted  much  the 
same  wny  as  the  Doctor’s  sermon  is  now,  to  be 
endeavouring  to  beget,  in  the  minds  of  his 
hearers,  an  ill  opinion  of  the  king,  and  his 
government,  by  insinuating  fears  and  jealousies, 
to  dispose  them  to  discontent  and  to  lead  them 
into  schism,  disobedience  and  rebellion, 

“ My  lords,  when  the  Homilies  and  Articles, 
when  so  many  archbishops  and  bishops,  and 
the  universities,  and  most  of  the  foreign  divines 
too,  (especially  the  Lutherans)  have  asserted  the 
same  doctrine  of  non-resistance  to  the  supreme 
power,  as  Dr.  Sacheverell  has  ; I think  it  the 
hardest  case  in  the  world,  that  this  unfortunate 
gentleman  should  be  singled  out,  and  made  a 
criminal  and  a kind  of  martyr,  enduring  the 
trial  of  cruel  mockings.  yea,  moreover  of  bonds 
and  imprisonment,  for  asserting  the  same 
doctrine.  It  is  true,  Bcza,  and  Parous,  and 
some  others  of  the  Calvinists,  are  of  another 
opinion  ; but  it  is  known  that  Pnreus’s  com- 
mentary on  the  13th  of  the  Romans,  was  burnt 
at  Oxford,  by  the  order  of  king  James  1,  for 
asserting  that  doctrine. 

“ But  there  is  one  thing,  my  lords,  so  asto- 
nishing in  this  prosecution,  that  I cannot  but 
take  notice  of  it : those  who  were  at  man’s 
estate  at  the  Revolution  know  bow  industrious 
on  the  one  side,  all  that  weie  friends  to  king 
James  were,  to  put  his  leaving  the  nation  then 
upon  the  foot  of  force  and  resistance:  as 
thinking  this  the  strongest  and  best  argument, 
to  justify  his  tvithdrawing  himself  from  his 
people.  They  racked  their  brains  to  find  ont 
arguments  to  convince  men,  that  his  life  was 
manifestly  in  danger  by  staying  here  ; and 
that  it  was  for  the  sake  of  that,  and  his  liberty, 
that  he  was  forced  to  withdraw  ; and  that  his 
withdrawing  was  just,  being  an  act  of  necessity, 
and  not  of  choice. 

“ On  the  other  side,  those  that  were  friends 
to  the  devolution,  made  it  their  business  to 
persuade  the  world  that  all  this  was  but  a 
colour  mid  pretence,  and  that  the  fact  was 
quate  otherwise  : lha*  the  sense  and  conviction 


king  James  had  of  what  he  had  done,  prevailed 
upon  him  rather  to  throw  off  the  government 
than  concur  with  a free  parliament.  Hut 
this  was  the  only  foot  ; and  that  it  was  not  tbm 
put  upon  the  foot  of  forfeiting  die  government 
by  mal-administration  ; if  any  man  denies,  1 
appeal  to  the  papers  that  were  then  writ,  sad 
are  now  in  print,  on  this  subject.  This  Wing 
so,  it  is  very  strange  to  see  so  great  ao  altera- 
tion in  men’s  notions  of  things  ; and  that  bow, 
after  our  constitution  has  maintained  itselfupoa 
this  foot,  against  all  designs  and  attempts  that 
have  been  made  upon  it,  for  above  20  jean, 
those  very  men,  and  that  party,  who  endea- 
voured to  place  the  Revolution  then  upon  king 
James’s  voluntary  desertion,  which  they  calkd 
abdication,  should  now,  without  any  reason 
given,  be  for  changing  that  foundation, and  do 
all  they  can,  to  put  it  upon  king  James's  foot 
of  force  and  resistance.  What  my  lord*,  are 
we  endeavouring,  after  20  years,  to  make  king 
James’s  title  better  now,  than  any  of  his  friends 
could  make  it  then  ; and  not  only  hading  out 
arguments  they  never  thought  of,  but  im- 
peaching nny  that  dare  so  much  asquestioo  tla 
truth  and  force  of  them  ? I bis,  my  lords,  seean 
very  strange. 

“ My  lords,  I cannot  but  take  notice  to 
your  lordships  of  what  was  said  by  that  noblt 
lord  who  spoke  last ; because,  to  me  it  appean 
to  be  a matter  of  the  last  consequence  to  the 
honour  of  her  present  majesty.  He  told  roor 
lordships,  that  the  best  title  her  majesty  had  to 
the  crown,  was  her  parliamentary  title.  I must 
take  the  liberty  to  affirm  the  quite  contrary, 
and  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  best  title  her 
majesty  has,  is  her  hereditary  title;  though  I 
deny  not,  but  that  the  act  of  parliament » a 
strengthening  and  confirmation  of  that  title; 
yet  I deny  a parliamentary  title  to  be  the  only 
or  the  best  title  that  the  queen  has  to  tbt 
crown  she  wears.  And  in  saying  this,  Ido 
not  fear  the  malicious  reflections  of  hiving  » 
squinting  regard  to  tbe  title  of  any  person  on 
the  other  side  of  the  water  ; for,  in  ndirmingj 
(as  I now  do  to  your  lordships)  that  her  majesty 
is  my  rightful  and  lawful  queen,  by  right  of 
inheritance,  and  as  she  is  tho  daughter  of  king 
James  the  second,  I do  in  so  many  wonh 
affirm  also,  that  there  is  no  other  person  the 
rightful  and  lawful  heir  to  king  James,  hot 
herself  And  if  the  present  impeachment  o; 
Dr.  Sacheverell  shall  have  this  effect,  (as  1 
hope  it  will)  to  convince  the  nation  of  the 
undoubted  truth  of  her  majesty’s  right  of  ini*** 
itance  to  the  crown,  (a  matter  now  so  industry* 
ously  opposed)  the  security  this  will  bring  to 
her  majesty’s  person  nnd  crown  and  to  the 
Succession  in  the  Protestant  line,  and  tlie  illus- 
trious House  of  Hanover  afterwards,  fdiwll  pre- 
vail with  me  easily  to  pardon  any  warm  »nd  uo* 
guarded  expressions,  that  the  Doctor  may  her* 
and  there  have  dropt,  and  made  use  of  in  saj 
of  his  discourses.” 

The  Lord  Ferrers  likewise  endearoured  to 
excuse  the  Doctor  ; alledging,  That  the  Revo- 
lution wh*  not  mentioned  in  his  sermon ; thil 
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nothing  but  plain  matter  of  fact  should  ground 
such  a solemn  accusation  : that  if  the  Doctor 
were  guilty  of  some  foolish,  unguarded  expres- 
sions, he  ought  to  have  been  tried  in  West- 
minster-hall  : but  his  lordship  doubted,  whether 
wen  in  the  inferior  courts  there  would  be 
sufficient  matter  to  convict  him.  He  was 
backed  by 

The  Earl  of  Scarborough,  who  said,  The  Revo- 
lution was  a nice  point,  and  above  the  law  ; 
and  moved,  that  they  should  adjourn  the 
debate,  and  take  time  to  consider,  before  they 
jp re  their  judgment. 

The  Lord  Haversham  having  reflected  on 
Some  bishops  voting  contrary  to  their  doctrines, 

The  Bishop  of  Oxford,  (Dr.  Talbot,)  made 
the  following  Speech  :• 

u My  lords;  Some  of  this  bench  are  neces- 
arily  called  up,  by  words  which  fell  from  the 
noble  lord  who  spake  third  in  this  debate,  who 
was  pleased  to  mention  among  other  strange 
things,  < Bishops  voting  contrary  to  their  doc- 
trines.' The  opinious  of  several  of  the  reve- 
rend prelates  have  been  read  before  your  lord- 
ships in  Westminster-hall : they  were  first 
quoted  by  the  counsel  for  the  defendant,  and 
by  their  order  read  in  such  a partial  nnd  unfair 
manner,  that  if  I may  be  allowed  to  use  any 
other  author  after  the  same  way,  to  take  a 
naked  proposition  out  of  bis  book,  and  not 
consider  the  coherence  or  dependence  of  the 
words  how  it  may  be  explained  or  limited  in 
other  places,  to  read  just  so  far  as  may  serve 
my  purpose,  and  stop  when  any  thing  follows 
that  may  set  the  matter  in  a just  light,  I dare 
undertake  to  make  any  author  speak  on  which 
ever  side  of  the  question  I please. 

“ But  the  managers  for  the  honourable 
House  of  Commons  did  justice  to  those  reve- 
rend prelates,  by  obliging  the  clerk  to  read 
other  passages  in  their  books,  which  clearly  ex- 
plained their  opinions ; and  so  the  only  pur- 
pose that  was  eventually  served  by  producing 
those  quotations,  was  that  which  I fear  was 
not  intended,  the  vindicating  those  reverend 
prelates  from  the  uncharitable  imputation  of 
haring  asserted  a doctrine  in  their  writings 
^hich  they  had  contradicted  by  their  prac- 
tices, in  relation  to  the  Revolution  ana  the 
government  founded  upon  it. — I hope  to 
be  able  to  reconcile  tlie  vote  which  I shall 
pre,  with  the  opinion  which  I have  al- 
been  of,  nnd  which  having  not  been 
produced  below,  I stand  up  to  give  it 
jour  lordships  here,  being  far  from  censuring, 
far  from  entertaining  the  least  disrespectful 
thought  of  any  that  shall  differ  in  opinion  from 
me.— I own  the  subject  now  in  debate,  is  a 
matter  of  great  consequence,  and  of  great 
fiicety  and  tenderness ; nnd  that  he,  who  should 
presume  to  entertain  your  lordships  upon  it, 
°u»ht  to  be  better  qualified,  and  better  pre- 
pared than  I am  in  other  respects,  but  I will 
Pv«  place  to  none  in  those  that  follow,  viz. 

• Printed  for  John  Morpbew.  a ear  Star 
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in  delivering  myself  with  that  respect  and  de- 
ference which  is  due  to  this  House,  that  hum- 
ble diffidence  which  becomes  a just  conscious- 
ness1 of  my  own  weakness,  and  that  plainness 
and  sincerity  which  becomes  that  character, 
which  however  unworthy  of  it,  X have  the 
honour  to  bear;  and  then  I aiu  sure  I may 
depend  upon  your  lordships*  known  candour, 
honour  and  justice,  that  if  any  thing  should 
fall  from  me  less  correct,  or  le»s  guarded  than 
it  ought  to  be,  it  shall  receive  the  most  favoura- 
ble construction  that  it  is  capable  of. 

“ Before  I deliver  my  opinion,  1 beg  leave 
briefly  to  state  the  question,  and  in  order  to 
that  to  lay  down  two  premisses. — 1.  That  go- 
vernment in  general,  was  in  its  original  institu- 
tion, desigued  for  the  good  of  the  whole  body  ; 
men  were  not  formed  into  societies,  only  to  be 
the  subjects  of  the  arbitrary  wills,  the  slavish 
instruments  in  the  gratifying  tlie  ambitions  or 
other  corrupt  designs,  of  any  one  or  more  men; 
but  for  the  safety  and  prosperity  of  the  whole 
community. — 2.  That  iu  the  Holy  Scriptures 
(ns  far  as  I can  find)  there  is  no  specification 
of  any  one  particular  form  of  government  to 
which  all  nations  and  bodies  of  men,  in  all 
times  and  places,  ought  to  be  subject : nor  are 
there  such  exact  accounts  of  the  extent  of  tine 
power  of  the  governor  or  obedience  and  sub- 
mission of  the  governed,  as  can  reach  to  all 
cases  that  may  possibly  happen. 

“ There  are  many  general  precepts  requiring 
the  obedience  and  submission  of  subjects  to 
their  governors  : * Let  every  soul  be  subject  to 
the  higher  powers;  you  must  needs  be  subject 
not  only  for  wratli^  but  also  for  conscience- 
sake  ; he  that  resists  resists  the  Ordinance  of 
God ; and  submit  yourselves  to  every  human 
constitution  for  the  lord's  sake,’ &c.*- But  yet; 
these  Scriptures  do  not  tell  us  how  far  we  must 
obey  and  be  subject,  nor  do  they  necessarily 
imply  that  there  can  never  beany  cases  where- 
in we  may  not  obey  and  not  be  subject  but  re- 
sist; because  there  are  other  places  in  scrip- 
ture, where  other  duties  are  required  in  terms 
as  large  and  general  as  these,  nay  in  universal 
terms,  which  yet  must  admit  of  exceptions. — 
Some  of  the  most  zealous  contenders  for  the 
absolute  power  of  the  prince,  and  unconditional 
submission  of  the  subject,  found  themselves  very 
much-  upon  the  fifth  commandment,  Honour 
thy  father  and  mother,  which  they  expound 
as  comprehending  political  as  well  as  natural 
parents,  and  i do  not  gain-say  it ; but  then 
pray,  my  lords,  let  us  see  in  what  terms  tl* 
duty  of  children  to  their  natural  parents  is  re- 
quired in  Scripture  : Children, says  thcApostJe, 
obey  your  parents  in  all  tilings ; this  expres- 
sion is  surely  universal  enough ; and  from 
hence  according  to  some  ineu's  reasoning,  it 
must  follow,  if  children  must  obey  their 
parents  in  all  things,  then  they  may  resist  in  none* 

49  But  will  any  body  say,  that  notwithstanding 
the  universality  of  this  precept,  there  may 
not  be  some  exceptions  and  limitations  un- 
derstood, both  as  to  the  active  nnd  passive 
part  of  the  child’s  obedience  ? As  to  the  active, 
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do  one  will  deny,  but  the  command  must  be 
restrained  to  Ucita  t i honnta  ; they  are  not 
to  obey  in  all  tilings  absolutely,  but  in  all 
things  that  are  lawful  and  honest. — As  to  the 
passive  part  of  the  child’s  obedience,  the  sub- 
mission or  non-resistance  required,  permit  me 
to  put  a case.  Suppose  a parent  in  a phrenzy, 
in  a tit  of  drunkenuess  or  passion,  draws  his 
sword  and  attempts  to  kill  his  innocent  son, 
and  the  son  lias  no  way  to  escape  from  him ; 
is  he  obliged  by  this  duty  of  not  resisting,  to 
stand  still  and  let  his  father  sheath  his  sword  in 
bis  bowels  ? May  he  not,  though  he  must  still 
have  a care  of  his  father’s  life,  defend  his  own? 
May  he  not  put  by  the  pass,  grapple  with 
his  father  and  disarm  him  if  he  can  ? My 
lords,  surely  he  may  ; that  prime  law  of  na- 
ture, of  self-preservation,  will  justify  him  in  it: 
and  then  why  may  not  the  same  law  of  self- 
reservation  justify  the  political  child,  the 
ody  of  the  people,  in  defending  their  poli- 
tical life,  i.  e.  their  constitution,  against 
plain  and  avowed  attempts  of  the  political 
parent  utterly  to  destroy  it  ? And  it  is  upon 
this  point  only  that  I shall  state  the  question. 

“ I do  allow,  that  in  all  governments  whatso- 
ever there  is  an  absolute  power  lodged  some- 
where. With  us,  as  I humbly  conceive,  that 
power  is  lodged  in  the  legislature  ; for  which  I 
Jiave  the  authority  of  a great  politician  and 
statesman,  sir  Thomas  Smith,  w ho  was  Secre- 
tary of  State  to  two  princes,  king  Edward  b, 
and  queen  Elizabeth,  who  in  his  book,  Dc  lic- 
publica  Angl.  a book  seen  and  allowed  as  is 
said  in  the  Title  page,  in  that  chapter  where 
be  treats  of  our  parliaments  and  the  authority 
thereof,  lays  down  this  assertion,  “ The  most 
high  and  absolute  power  of  the  realm  of  Eng- 
land consisted)  in  the  parliament:  and  giving 
particular  instances  of  that  power,  among 
others  mentions  this,  * That  the  parliament 
gives  forms  of  succession  to  the  crown.’ 

" The  executive  power  with  us  is  lodged  with 
the  prince ; and  I do  readily  allow  that  the 
prince  so  vested  with  the  executive  power,  and 
nil  others  lawfully  commissioned  by  him,  act- 
ing according  to  their  commission,  and  within 
those  laws,  with  the  execution  whereof  lie  and 
they  are  respectively  trusted,  are  irresistible: 
the  person  of  the  prince  is  always  inviolable: 
no  personal  faults  in  him ; no  injuries  to  par- 
ticular persons,  where  they  can  have  no  re- 
dress by  law,  ns  in  several  vises  they  nmy  have; 
do  general  'mid-administration,  whereby  the 
public  may  be  greatly  hurt,  can  justify  any 
forcible  resistance  of  his  subjects ; nor  any 
thing  less  than  a total  subversion  of  the  con- 
stitution: 

“ But  if  in  a legal  monarchy,  where  such 
laws  have  been  enacted  by  common  consent 
of  prince  and  people,  as  are  to  be  the  measures 
of  bis  government  as  well  as  of  their  obedience, 
that  limit  his  power  as  well  as  secure  their 
rights  and  properties,  the  prince  shall  change 
this  form  of  government  into  an  ahselute  ty- 
ranny, set  aside  those  laws,  and  set  up  an  ar- 
bitrary will  iq  the  room  of  them;  when  the 


case  is  plain,  and  when  all  applications  and  at- 
tempts of  other  kinds  prove  unsuccessful ; a 
then  the  nobles  and  commons  join  together  .3 
defence  of  i heir  ancient  constitution,  govern- 
ment and  laws,  1 cannot  call  them  rebel*. 
Allow  me,  my  lords,  to  lay  before  you  a tew 
things  in  maintenance  of  wfiatl  have  advanced. 
And, — 1.  I would  humbly  offer  some  facts, 
w hich  I allow  do  not  directly  prove  what  I hive 
said  to  be  true,  but  they  do  prove  it  to  have 
been  the  opinion  of  our  princes,  parliaments, 
clergy  and  people  in  the  reigns  ot  those  three 
great  princes,  queen  Elizabelu,  king  James  aod 
king  Charles  1.  I mean  the  assistances  wb.di 
those  priuces  gave  to  the  subjects  of  other 
countries  that  were  resisting  their  respecue 
princes  ; and  to  enable  them  to  do  so,  they  Lad 
subsidies  given  them  in  parliament  and  conve- 
cation,  and  there  were  prayers  composed 
and  used  for  the  success  of  their  arms.— Suren, 
my  lords,  if  those  princes,  parliaments,  clergy 
and  people  had  been  of  opinion,  that  i hen  sat* 
ance  of  subjects  against  their  princes,  was  id 
do  ca*e  lawful,  but  always  damnable  rebdliuc ; 
they  would  never  by  aiding  and  assisting  sod» 
rebels  have  involved  themselves  in  the  guilt,  aod 
exposed  themselves  to  the  dangerous  coose- 
qucnces  of  such  a sin.  1 mention  not  the  par- 
ticular stories,  because  they  are  better  known 
to  your  lordships  than  to  uie,  atid  because  1 
doubt  not  but  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  imm 
lord  or  other  will  give  a larger  account d 
them  ; but  I cannot  forbear  observing  oee 
thing  relating  to  that  assistance,  which  lb* 
ious  prince,  and  now  glorious  saint  in  bcs*«i\ 
ing  Charles  1,  gave  to  the  Kocheliers,  *b> 
were  surely  the  subjects  of  the  king  of  France; 
he  ordered  a fast  by  proclamation,  and  appoint- 
ed a form  of  prayer  to  be  draw  n up  fur  the  im- 
ploring of  God’s  blessing.  It  is  highly  probabe 
that  bishop  Laud  had  a great  hand  in  compos; 
iug  those  prayers,  he  being  then  bishop  ot 
London,  and  in  great  favour,  and  the  arcbbnbw 
of  Canterbury,  Abbot,  at  that  time  in  disgrace. 
But  whoever  composed  them,  I beg  leave w 
read  part  of  one  of  the  collects  in  that  oBcv. 

* O Lord  God  of  hosts,  that  givest  victory  in 

* the  day  of  battle,  and  deliverance  in  die  U«« 
‘ of  trouble,  we  beseech  thee  to  strengthen  d* 
‘ bands,  and  encourage  the  hearts  of  thy  w 
‘ vants  in  fighting  thy  battles,  and  defend^ 

* thy  altars  that  are  among  us,  and  in  all 

* reformed  churches.’  It  seems  the  reformed 
churches  were  thought  to  have  God’s  situ* 
among  them  then,  however  they  have  l**c 
vilified  since.  But  that  w hich  I would  obstn* 
from  tl»ts  passage  is  this,  That  neither  that  ex- 
cellent king  who  commanded  those  p»®Jcr*  ^ 
be  composed,  nor  the  bishops  who  compose^ 
them,  nor  the  clergy  and  people  who  used 
joined  in  them,  could  in  so  solemn  a rnttiact 
have  recommended  those  forces  to  the  divine  pn>* 
tection  and  favour,  and  as  such  as  were  hghtiu; 
God’s  battles,  if  they  bad  thought  the/  •*** 
fighting  against  God  in  his  vice-gerent.  a,)d  84 
defending  his  altars  if  they  believed  tbvj  wCI* 
resisting  his  ordinance. 
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44  2.  I could  produce  several  authorities,  in 
support  of  what  I have  laid  down,  but  i shall 
mention  but  one  ; It  is  in  a book  written  pro- 
fessedly ou  this  subject,  and  the  passage  I shall 
quote  comes  home  in  point  to  the  matter  in 
band ; the  book  was  written  in  queen  Eliza- 
beth’s time  ; every  one  who  is  acquainted  with 
the  history  of  her  reign  knows  w hat  attempts 
acre  made  by  the  pope  and  his  party  against 
ber  government  and  life,  by  excommunicating, 
deposing  her,  absolving  her  subjects  from  their 
allegiance,  by  raising  tumults  and  insurrections, 
by  dagger,  poison  and  what  not : And  it  is  cer- 
tain, that  they  were  these  wicked  practices 
of  the  pope  and  his  followers,  and  the  doctrines 
by  which  they  justified  them,  that  the  compilers 
ot  the  Homilies  which  were  then  made,  and 
other  authors  who  then  wrote  about  the 
power  of  the  prince  and  the  duty  of  the  sub- 
ject, had  principally  in  their  view  : The  hook  I 
mean,  is  in  titled,  The  true  difference  between 
Oimuan  Subjection  and  Unchristian  Rebel- 
bun.  it  is  written  by  way  of  dialogue  between 
a.Uuistian,  whom  the  author  calls  Tiieoplulus, 
mid  a jesun  w hom  he  cnlls  Philander.  I teg 
leave  to  read  a quotation  out  of  it.  Theophi- 
lus  the  Christian  says,  ‘I  busy  not  myself  in 
other  men's  commonwealths  as  you  (the  jesuits) 
do, neither  will  I rashly  pronounce  all  that  re- 
list, to  be  rebels  : Cases  may  fall  out  even  in 
Chr&ti*n  kingdoms,  where  the  people  may 
plead  their  right  against  their  prince,  and  not 
be  charged  with  rebellion.  Philander  the 
Jesuit  ask»,  as  when  for  example  ? Theophilus 
the  Christian  replies  thus.  If  a prince  should 
go  about  to  subject  his  kingdom  to  a foreign 
realm,  or  change  the  form  of  the  common* 
wealth  from  impery  to  tyranny,  or  neglect  the 
e&iabliditd  by  common  consent  of  prince 
and  people,  to  execute  his  own  pleasure;  in 
these  and  other  cases,  which  might  he  named, 
it  the  nobles  and  commons  join  together  to  de- 
fend their  ancient  and  accustomed  liberty,  regi- 
ment and  laws,  they  may  not  well  be  accounted 
rebels.’  This  book  is  said,  in  the  title  page,  to 
have  been  perused  and  allowed  by  public  au- 
thority; was  written  by  a great  man,  Dr.  Hi  Ison, 
then  warden  of  Winchester  college ; printed  at 
Oilord  by  the  University  printer,  and  deiJica* 
kjl  to  queen  Elizabeth,  and  the  author  was 
norwards  made  bishop  of  Winchester.  I 
offer  many  other  authorities,  not  from 
kise  sons  or  perfidious  prelates  of  the  Church, 
BAt  Irom  men  of  factious  and  aniimonarchical 
principles  iq  relation  to  the  state,  but  venerable 
names,  ornaments  to  the  ages  they  lived  in,  and 
tuch  as  will  he  remembered  with  honour  i 
hJcceedtug  ones  : Hut  I am  superseded  in  pro- 
jjncitig,  and  your  lordships’  trouble  saved  in 
bearing  more  particular  quotations  to  this  pur- 
by  wlutt  is  yielded  by  a rev*  rend  divine 
L!  great  parts  anil  learning,  far  enough  from 
hie  suspicion  of  being  prejudiced  against  the 
r‘?blsof  princes,  or  partial  to  thoft*-  of  the 
I mean  the  reverend  d*  an  of  Carlisle, 
ln  a Latin  discourse  preached  and  printed 
W this  town  upon  tfi<;  duty  of  submission, 


stating  some  cases  of  extreme  necessity,  and 
putting  the  question,  Whether  it  may  not  be 
lawful  for  the  people  in  such  cases  to  resist  ? 
answers,  4 Viri  boni  et  graves,  dec*  4 That 
good  and'  judicious  men,  men  that  have  taken 
g refit  and  useful  pains  in  defending  the  rights 
of  princes,  and  repressing  popular  license, 
have  contended  that  it  is  lawful  He  adds 
indeed,  4 whether  they  have  done  right  or 
wrong,  let  others  judge/  and  does  not  give 
his  own  opinion.  Hut  since  he  has  granted, 
that  such  men  as  he  has  described,  men  of  pro- 
bity and  judgment,  zealous  assertors  of  the 
rights  of  princes,  and  repressers  of  popular 
license,  have  contended  that  in  cases  of  ex- 
treme necessity  it  is  lawful  lor  the  peofde  to 
defend  themselves ; I may  comfort  myself,  if  I 
err  in  my  opinion,  that  I err  in  good  company. 
Hut  1 humbly  conceive  1 do  not  err,  and  that, 
— 3.  For  this  plain  reason,  That  if  it  be  ut- 
terly unlawful  to  resist  In  any  case  whatsoever, 
even  that  of  a total  subversion  of  the  consti- 
tution and  laws  ; then  there  is  no  distinction 
of  governments,  of  absolute,  1 mean,  and 
limited  ; or  ifthcre  be  a distinction,  it  is  a no- 
minal one  without  any  real  ditleience;  for  what 
diil'erence  is  there  between  a prince’s  governing 
arbitrarily  without  law,  and  governing  arbitra- 
rily against  law  ? Betwixt  having  no  laws  at 
all,  and  having  precarious  laws  that  depend  en- 
tirely on  the  will  of  the  prince,  whether  he  will 
observe  one  of  them,  or  subvert  them  all,  and 
if  he  does,  the  people  cannot  help  themselves? 

44  But,  my  lords,  I hope  and  believe  that 
there  is  a real  distinction  of  governments,  and 
that  the  subjects  of  all  governments  are  not  in 
the  same  wretched  condition  that  those  of 
France  and  Turkey  are  in.  I hope  have 
not  boasted  falsely  or  vainly  of  our  own  form 
of  government,  that  we  are  blessed  with  a con- 
stitution more  happy  than  any  nation  in  the 
world  enjoys,  that  allows  and  secures  as  great, 
and,  I had  almost  said,  God-like  powers  and 
prerogatives,  to  the  crown  as  any  wise  ami 
good  prince  can  desire,  a power  of  doing  every 
thing  that  is  good  and  nothing  that  is  ill,  and  at 
the  same  time  se  cures  most  valuable  rights  and 
privileges  to  the  people.  What  wise  or  good 
prince  would  not  rather  chuseto  reign  over  free 
subjects,  than  tyrannize  over  slaves  ? To  re- 
ceive a willing  c bearful  obedience  proceeding 
from  the  principles  of  gratitude,  love,  and  in- 
terest as  well  us  of  duty,  rather  than  a forced 
one,  owing  merely  to  a principle  of  fear,  the 
principle  from  whence  the  Indtaus  worship  the 
evil  spirits? 

44  Aly  Lords,  such  a frame  of  government 
your  lordships  have  received  from  your  ances- 
tors ; and  1 hope  and  trust,  that  in  grateful 
respect  to  their  memory,  and  in  tender  regard 
to  your  posterity,  (1  say  nothing  of  ourselves, 
my  Lords  ; for  as  for  us  who  have  the  happi- 
ness to  live  under  the  government  of  the  best  of 
Princes  that  ever  heaven  blessed  a nation  with; 
for  us,  I say,  were  our  government  as  arbitrary 
as  any  in  the  East,  yet  1 should  think  our 
rights,  liberties,  and  properties,  and  whatever 
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is  most  dear  and  valuable  to  us,  as  safe  as  if 
they  depended  intirely  upon  her  majesty’s  gra- 
cious will,  as  they  are  now  they  are  secured  to  us 
by  our  laws,  or  stranger  fences,  if  tbey  could 
be  made)  but  I speak  in  regard  to  those  that 
ate  to  come  after  us  ; and  I do  hope  and  trust, 
that  ns  your  lordships  have  received  such  an 
inestimable  treasure  from  your  predecessors, 
you  will  transmit  inviolnble  to  your  posterity. 

“ My  Lords,  I fear  I tire  you,  but  I must 
beg  your  patience  a little  longer,  while  I ex- 
press my  surprize  and  wonder  that  the  doctrine 
of  passive  obedience  and  non- resistance,  in  the 
unlimited  extent  in  which  some  explain  it,  is 
so  diligently  inculcated,  and  so  zealously  press- 
ed at  this  time.  Passive  Obedience,  I own, 
when  truly  stated,  is  a truly  ebristinn  duty,  a 
perpetual  duty  ns  to  the  obligation,  but  occa- 
sional as  to  the  practice  of  it.  Now  preachers 
do  not  usually,  neglecting  the  pressing  of  other 
duties  of  more  constant  practice,  lay  out  their 
time  and  labour  in  filling  both  pages  of  their 
discourses  with  earnest  assertions  and  violent 
exhortations  to  the  practice  of  an  occasional 
duty,  unless  they  have  some  near  prospect  of 
an  occasion  for  the  exercise  of  it.  And  yet, 
my  Lords,  lias  this  one  duty  been,  of  late,  more 
frequently  and  earnestly  asserted  and  urged 
both  from  the  pulpit  and  press,  than  ah  the 
other  duties  of  Christianity  : and  what  occasion 
for  this  does  any  one  pretend  to  have  in  view  ? 
—Can  there  be  a wretch  so  abandoned,  so 
lost  to  all  sense  of  gratitude  and  every  thing 
that  is  good,  as  to  he  capable  of  admitting  a 
thou  Jit,  that  our  gracious  queen  lias  done, 
is  doing,  or  intending  to  do  any  thing,  that 
may  give  her  subjects  occasion  for  the  prac- 
tice of  this  duly  ? has  she  not  ever  since  her 
happy  accession  to  the  throne,  postponed,  sa- 
crificed her  own  repose  and  ease  to  the  quiet 
and  happiness  of  her  subjects  ? has  she  not 
clearly  shown  that  she  has  nothing  »o  much  at 
heart,  as  the  good  and  prosperity  of  her  people, 
the  true  interest  and  honour  of  her  kingdom, 
which  she  has  carried  higher  than  any  of  her 
royal  predecessors  ever  did  before  her?  lias 
she  not  approved  herself  a true  parent  of  her 
political  children,  by  exercising  as  prudent  n 
care  of,  and  expressing  on  all  occasions  as  ten- 
der an  indulgence  to  them,  as  any  natural  pa- 
rents ever  did  towards  theirs? — If  then  there 
he  no  occasion  from  the  conduct  of  our  prince, 
is  there  any  reason  from  the  behaviour  of  her 
people,  that  may  justify  this  extraordinary  and 
otherwise  unseasonable  zeal  for  this  doctrine  ? 
do  they  (excepting  such  as  the  zealots  for  this 
doctrine  have  excited  to  disturb  her  peaceful 
reign  at  home,  by  rebellious  and  dangerous 
tumults  and  insurrections, )shcw  any  uneasiness 
under  her  majesty’s  government,  or  inclinations 
to  throw  it  off?  do  they  not  bless  their  glo- 
rious queen  and  God  for  her  ? do  they  not  on 
all  occasions  express  their  grateful  sense  of  the 
many  inestimable  blessings  they  enjoy  through 
her  administration  ? do  not  they  constantly 
offer  up  their  devout  prayers  to  6od  for  her 
long  life  and  happf  reign  ? do  they  not  srij- 


lingly  pay  their  taxes  for  the  support  of  her 
government,  cheerfully  expend  their  ircsiure 
and  blood  too  in  defence  of  it  ? — What  then 
can  he  said  for  such  a conduct,  which  can  bats 
no  other  natural  tendency  than  to  crente  n- 
reasonable  jealousies  of  her  people  in  the  bed 
of  our  queen,  and  groundless  tears  of  their  quern 
iu  the  hearts  of  her  people.  Jealousies  in  the 
queen,  that  her  subjects  are  inclinablt  to  rebel 
against  her,  when  the  clergy  think  it  lucttsrf 
thus  to  press  these  restraints  upon  them;  sed 
fears  in  the  people,  when  their  pastors  arsis 
industriously  preparing  them  for  sufferings’ 

*•  My  Lords,  I would  not  be  thought  is 
charge  upon  all  that  hold  and  assert  this  doc- 
trine, tlie  consequences  which  I may  with  tot 
much  reason  charge  upon  some  of  them;  I 
mean  such  as  do  not  allow  her  majesty's  tide 
to  the  crown,  but  refuse  to  take  the  oaths  n 
her,  or  join  in  prayer  for  her,  and  have  up® 
that  account  formed  one  of  the  moit  nts> 
countable  schisms  that  ever  was  made  in  the 
Church  ; some  of  these  have  engaged  jealoo't 
in  asserting  this  doctrine  ; nnd  one  of  them  n 
a paper  written  in  vindication  of  it,  has  not 
been  afraid  to  insinuate  a parallel  between  the 
case  of  her  majesty  and  the  Pretender,  and  tba 
of  Atlialiah  nnd  Jonah. — Horrid  suggesim 
that  would  make  one  tremble  ! What  do  tta 
men  mean  ? Any  service  to  her  majesty.’  Net 
The  consequences  as  to  them  are  plain.  If  ts 
resist  upon  any  occasion  whatever,  be  »nhv 
ful,  be  rebellion,  damnable  rebellion ; then  the 
Revolution  was  rebellion/  and  all  that  *ttt 
concerned  in  it  are  involved  in  that  guilt ; the* 
we  have  continued  in  n rebellion  ever  user; 
then  if  we  would  avoid  damnation,  we  must  a- 
pent  of  that  sin  ; but  there  is  no  true  repentsed 
without  restitution,  and  if  there  must  be  tts" - 
lution,  they  will  tell  you  what  that  is. — IwotW 
charitably  hope,  that  the  unfortunate  pets® 
now  in  judgment  before  your  lordships,  did  nut 
intend  to  carry  matters  so  far:  But  I must at, 
his  doctrine  as  he  has  stated  and  managed  it, 
under  his  head  of  false  brotherhood,  with  rtle 
tion  to  the  state,  does  give  too  great  n hand* 
for  those  that  hate  such  views,  to  imprint 
what  he  has  said  to  their  purposes. — TheC’o®> 
sel  for  him,  have  laboured  to  defend  hitnspxir.it 
the  Charge  in  this  Article,  by  producing  » great 
many  quotations  ont  of  the  Homilies,  ststmes, 
and  writings  of  divines  dead  and  living  wbtrrs 
this  doctrine  has  been  laid  dov  n grtier*:'. 
They  all  allowed  that  cases  of  extr- roe  neces- 
sity were  always  excepted  out  of  this  gencru 
doctrine ; and  that  though  the  exception  *>• 
not  expressed,  yet  it  was  always  implied  ; 
they  allowed  farther,  that  the  case  of  theRn  " 
lution  was  a case  of  such  necessity:  Bathe* 
did  they  apply  this  to  the  case  of  their  client 
Thus:  they  said,  that  those  divines  whom  the? 
had  quoted,  were  never  found  fault  with  ' ' 
asserting  the  doctrine  in  general  terms,  not  ex- 
pressing but  tacitly  implying  the  exception; 
then  they  asked  why  should  the  Doctor  * 
charged  for  asserting  the  doctrine  in  gene™ 
terms  m others  bad  dene,  eot  expressing  « » 
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•xception  which  they  bad  not  expressed  ? Why 
ihould  not  be  be  intitled  to  the  favourable  con- 
itruction  of  tacitly  implying  the  exception  of 
raws  of  necessity,  such  a necessity  as  they  sl- 
owed justified  the  Revolution? — Indeed  I 
ihould  readily  have  admitted  the  plea,  if  the 
Doctor  had  done  no  more  than  barely  assert 
he  doctrine  in  general  terms,  and  his  only 
salt  bad  been  that  he  had  not  expressed  the 
tiception  which  lie  tacitly  implied  : But  has 
i*  done  no  more  than  this  ? Idas  Ire  not  men- 
inned  the  case  of  the  Revolution,  with  no 
tlhor  view,  as  I can  see,  than  to  expose  it,  not 
» sn  exception  out  of  his  general  position,  but 
in  objection  against  it?  Our  adversaries,  says  lie, 
bat  is,  those  that  oppose  his  general  doctrine, 
hink  they  have  us  sure,  i.  e.  effectually  con- 
iite  that  doctrine,  by  objecting  the  Revolution. 
This  objection  must  suppose  tliat  there  was  re- 
utsnce  at  the  Revolution  ; for  to  say  that  the 
jeneral  doctrine,  that  it  is  not  lawful  ill  any 
use  to  resist,  is  not  true,  because  the  Revolu- 
ion  was  lawful,  in  which  there  v as  no  resist- 
rnce,  would  he  a wonderful  objection  indeed  : 
I say,  resistance  must  be  supposed  in  the  ob- 
ectioa,  to  make  sense  of  it.  How  then  does 
w solve  this  objection  ? Does  he  sny  the  gene- 
'll doctrine  always  implies  an  exception  of 
rases  of  necessity  ? That  the  Revolution  was  a 
rase  of  such  necessity,  and  therefore  that  ne- 
ressity  justified  the  resistance  at  the  Revolu- 
ion  ? No,  but  by  advancing  a strange  position 
which  he  proves  by  as  strange  a medium)  viz. 
That  there  was  no  resistance  at  the  Revolu- 
ion : plainly  implying,  that  if  there  was  re- 
istance  at  the  Revolution,  which  every  body 
snows  there  was,  the  Revolution  stands  con- 
joined by  his  general  doctrine.  So  that  I 
anuot  see  that  his  learned  counsel,  who  wanted 
'either  abilities  nor  inclinations  lu  serve  him, 
>ave  at  all  defended  him  against  the  charge  in 
bis  Article.  But  this  they  have  effectually 
lone,  they  have  given  up  his  general  doctrine, 
f it  admits  of  no  exceptions  ; and  thereby 
leaved  the  Revolution  and  the  necessary  means 
•hereby  it  was  brought  about,  from  those  black 
ind  odious  colours  which  he  endeavoured  to 
rast  upon  them.  * 

“ After  all,  I can  truly  appeal  to  my  own 
Wirt,  and  a greater  than  it,  the  Searcher  of  it, 
hat  I am  net  any  ways  prejudiced  against  the 
lerson  of  the  unhappy  prisoner,  but  rather  in 
avnur  of  him,  as  I am  of  all  men  in  his  suffer- 
ag  circumstances,  by  a natural  tenderness  (it 
nay  he  a weakness,  but  such  a one  as  I cannot 
Kip)  which  never  suffers  me,  lmwever  obliged 
a justice  to  it,  to  do  a hard  thing  to  any  one 
io  a ever  deserving  it,  without  doing  at  the  same 
ime  a hard  thing  to  myself : And  if  your  lord- 
ihips  should  be  of  opinion  in  the  conclusion  of 
:h»  trial,  That  the  Commons  have  made  good 
heir  charge  against  him,  I am  sure  1 could 
Home  into  os  easy  a sentence  upon  him  as  may 
be  consistent  with  the  honour  and  justice  of 
four  proceedings,  and  with  that  which  l take 
ta  he  the  chief  end  in  all  punishments,  not  so 
ouch  the  hurting  the  offender,  as  the  preventing 


the  like  offences,  and  hindering  others  from 
committing  them  for  the  future.— But  still,  my 
lords,  there  is  surely  a tenderness  and  compas- 
sion due  to  our  queen,  our  country,  and  our 
posterity,  all  which  I humbly  apprehend  are 
highly  concerned  in  the  issue  of  this  affair.  If 
clergymen  may  with  impunity  publicly  in  their 
sermons  arraign  and  condemn  the  Revolution  : 
besides  the  reflections  they  cast  upon  all  the 
worthy  patriots  that  were  concerned  in  that 

f reat  work,  the  commonalty,  gentry,  and  nobi- 
itv,  lords  upon  every  bench  in  this  House  be- 
sides this,  it  must  shake,  it  must  sap  the  very 
foundation  of  our  present  establishment  aa  it 
stands  upon  the  foot  of  the  Ilevolutiou,  and 
utterly  destroy  our  future  hopes  in  the  Protes- 
tant Succession,  which  is  founded  upon  that  bot- 
tom only. 

“ My  lords  ; I must  humbly  ask  pardon  for 
haring  trespassed  so  long  upon  your  patience, 
and  will  conclude  with  this  one  word,  That  in 
my  opinion,  these  practisipgs  of  clergymen  (to 
use  the  expression  of  a great  and  eminent  pre- 
late) ill  state  matters,  arc  of  that  dangerous 
tendency  and  consequence,  that  if  there  be  not 
some  effectual  stop  put  to  these  practising!, 
these  practisings  will,  in  time,  put  on  effectual 
end  to  our  constitution.  The  Commons  had 
therefore  reason  to  bring  this  matter  in  judg- 
ment before  your  lordships,  ond  I think  they 
have  fully  made  good  their  charge  in  the  first 
Article  of  their  Impeachment  against  Dr. 
Sachcverell.” 

The  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells  (Dr.  Hooper) 
endeavoured  to  excuse  Dr.  Sacheverell ; “ He 
allowed,  indeed,  of  what  the  bishop  of  Oxford 
had  advanced,  about  the  necessity  and  legality 
of  resistance  in  some  extraordinary  cases ; but 
was  of  opinion,  that  this  ought  to  he  kept  from 
the  knowledge  of  the  people,  who  are  naturally 
too  apt  to  resist ; and  that  the  opposite  doc- 
trine ought  rather  to  be  maintained  and  in- 
forced.  That  the  Revolution  was  not  to  be 
boasted  of,  and  made  a precedent ; but  we 
ought  to  throw  a mantle  over  it,  and  rather 
call  it  a Vacancy  or  Abdication  : And  the  Ori- 
ginal Compact  were  two  very  dangerous  words, 
not  to  be  mentioned  without  a great  deal  of 
caution.  That  they,  who  examined  the  Re- 
volution too  nicely,  were  no  friends  to  it ; for, 
at  that  rate,  the  crown  would  roll  like  a ball, 
and  never  be  fixed.”  He  concluded,  “That 
there  seemed  to  be  a necessity  to  preach  up 
Non-resistance  mid  Passive  Obedience  at  that 
time,  when  resistance  was  justified.” 

TbeDuke  of  Argyle,  who  spoke  on  the  other 
side,  said,  among  other  things,  “ That  the 
clergy,  in  all  ages,  have  delivered  up  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  the  people,  and  preached  up 
the  king’s  power,  in  order  to  govern  him;  and 
therefore  they  ought  not  to  be  suffered  to  med- 
dle with  politics. 

The  Earl  of  Anglesey  answered  to  this, 
“ That  political  sermons  were  sometimes  ne- 
cessary, and  allowed  on  the  30th  of  January, 
ond  oiher  occasions.  As  to  the  Revolution, 
which  was  the  chief  matter  now  in  debate,  h« 


817]  PARL.  HISTORY,  9 Anne,  1710. — Proceedings  on  the  Impeachment  [Si? 


laid,  the  vacancy  of  the  Throne  was  properly 
the  thing;  and  therefore  the  mentioning  neces- 
sary means,  was  mere  nonsense  in  the  Doctor  ; 
and  he  would  not  hud  him  guilty  for  nonsense; 
the  rather,  because  the  doctiiue  of  resistance, 
which  the  Doctor  had  confuted,  justifies  rebel- 
lion, murder,  and  all  manner  of  crimes." 

The  Duke  of  Leeds,  who  spoke  on  the  snrae 
tide,  made  a very  long  speech,  wherein  he 
owned,  “ he  bad  a great  share  in  the  late  Re- 
volution, but  said,  he  never  thought,  that 
things  would  have  gone  so  far,  as  to  settle  the 
crown  on  the  prince  of  Orange,  whom  he  had 
often  heard  say,  that  he  had  no  such  thoughts 
himself.  That  they  ought  to  distinguish  be- 
tween Resistance  and  Revolution  ; for  Vacan- 
cy or  Abdication  was  the  thing  they  went  upon, 
and  therefore  Resistance  was  to  be  forgot ; for, 
had  it  not  succeeded,  it  had  certainly  been  re- 
bellion; since  he  knew  of  no  other  but  here- 
ditary right.”  Upon  this 

The  Bishop  of  Salisbury  (Dr.  Burnet)  made 
the  following  Speech : 

“ The  co u use l for  the  prisoner  did  so  plainly 
and  fully  yield  all  that  any  loyal  subject  has 
ever  pretended  to,  that  in  cases  of  extreme  ne- 
cessity, self-defence  and  resistance  were  lawful, 
and  that  this  was  the  case  at  the  Revolution  ; 
that  it  may  not  be  necessary  to  say  any  thing 
further  on  this  head,  if  it  had  not  been  that  the 
evidence  they  brought  seemed  to  carry  this  mat- 
ter much  further,  and  that  the  prisoner  himself 
allowed  of  no  exception,  in  cases  of  necessity. 
And  since  it  is  grown  to  be  a vulgar  opinion, 
That  by  the  doctrine  of  the  church  of  England, 
all  resistance  in  any  case  whatsoever,  without 
exception,  is  condemned ; 1 think  it  is  incum- 
bent on  me,  who  have  examined  this  matter 
long  and  carefully,  to  give  you  such  a clear  ac- 
count of  this  poiut,  ns  may  fully  satisfy  you  as 
it  did  myself. 

“ I served  in  the  Revolution,  and  promoted 
it  all  I could.  I served  as  chaplain  to  the  late 
king : 1 had  no  command,  and  carried  no 
arms,  but  1 was  so  far  engaged  in  it,  that  if  I 
could  see  that  I hud  gone  out  of  the  way  m that 
(and  the  many  up  and  downs  we  have  gone 
through  since,  has  given  much  occasion  to  re- 
flect on  that  transaction)  I should  hold  myself 
unworthy  to  appear  longer,  either  in  this  habit, 
or  in  this  great  assembly:  But  should  think 
myself  bound  to  pass  away  the  rest  of  my  life 
in  retirement  or  sorrow.  There  is  nothing 
more  certain  in  religion,  than  that  we  ought  to 
repent  of  every  sin  wc  have  committed : and 
that  we  cannot  truly  repent  unless  we  repair 
and  restore  as  far  as  it  is  iu  our  power. 

**  I go  now  to  give  you  the  account  of  the 
doctrine  of  our  church  in  this  particular.  In 
the-times  of  popery  it  was  a teuct,  built  upon 
bishops  setting  the  crown  on  the  heads  of 
princes,  and  anointing  them,  that  they  held 
their  crowns  of  the  church,  and  at  the  Pope’s 
mercy  ; who  had  for  about  500  years  pot  into 
the  claim  of  deposing  them,  uud  giving  their 
dominions  to  others,  in  case  they  were  here- 
tics, or  the  favourers  of  them.  But  the  Refor- 


mation being  in  its  first  beginning  protected  by 
the  princes  of  Germany,  by  the  kings  of  the 
North,  and  then  by  the  kings  of  England;  the* 
came  every  where  in  opposition  to  the  pap«d 
notions,  to  say  that  kings  had  their  power  from 
God;  Not  that  they  meant,  that  they  had  any 
distinct  authority  besides  the  law  of  the  land 
derived  to  them  from  God  ; but  that  by  the 
laws  of  God,  the  authority  of  the  law  of 
the  land,  was  secured  to  them.  For  wheu 
a different  authority  from  that  of  the  law  came 
to  be  pretended  to,  and  to  be  grounded  on  these 
general  expressions,  that  received  liere  a par- 
liamentary censure,  and  it  was  theu  declared 
that  the  laws  of  religion  in  the  scripture  dd 
only  establish  the  several  constitutions  and  go- 
vernments that  were  in  the  difl'ereni  parts  oi 
the  world. 

**  The  occasion  that  the  Apostles  had  to  write 
what  we  find  in  tjieir  Epistles,  with  relation  to 
government,  was  this ; The  Jews  had  a notion 
among  them  from  a passage  in  Deuteronomy, 
that  they  were  only  to  set  a king  over  them, 

‘ one  from  among  their  breilieren,  and  not  a 
stranger.*  From  whence  it  is,  That  to  this 
day  they  do  not  think  they  are  bound  in  con- 
science to  obey  any  magistrate,  vs  ho  is  not  otic 
of  their  nation.  Now  the  first  converts  to 
Christianity  being  Jew  s,  the  Apostles  took  care 
that  they  should  not  bring  this  dangerous  no- 
tion with  them  into  the  Christian  rcligiuo. 
But  they  did  not  meddie  to  determine  when- 
this  authority  was  lodged,  that  was  lo  be  ga- 
thered out  of  the  several  constitutions:  They 
did  not  determine  hnwr  much  was  due  to  (be 
emperor,  and  how  much  to  the  senate : And 
though  not  long  after  those  Epistles  were  *nu 
the  senate  condemned  Nero  to  die  more 
rum,  to  be  whipt  to  death;  none  of  the  Chris- 
tians interposed  in  that  mat’er.  ile  prevented 
that  infamous  death  by  his  own  hands;  an: 
the  primitive  Christians  reckoned  it  one  of  the 
articles  of  the  glory  of  their  rt-ligiou,  that 
their  first  persecutor  came  to  such  an  end. 

“ Not  long  after  that  Trajan  was  famed  kt  i 
that  memorable  expression,  when  be  delivered 
the  sword  to  the  governors  of  the  province*, 
as  the  emblem  of  their  authority,  he  used  the* 
w ords,  * pro  me,  si  merear  in  me  ;*  For  me,  but  1 
if  I deserve  it,  against  me.’  That  did  nos 
weaken  his  authority  : His  good  government, 
with  that  of  his  successors  for  above  80  years, 
being  the  greatest  and  happiest  time  t be  Ro- 
mans had  under  their  emperors.  Hus  word 
was  put  on  king  James  the  Ist’scnin  in  Scot- 
land: It  is  true,  that  was  dunng  Ins  minority; 
but  when  he  afterwards  changed  his  motto,  tb<* 
coin  was  not  called  in,  but  continued  current 
till  the  Union. 

41  The  primitive  Christians  had  no  laws  in 
their  favour,  but  many  against  the  n ; So  iher 
patieut  buffering  so  many  persecutions  accord- 
ing to  the  laws  of  the  empire,  under  which  they 
lived,  was  conform  t6  the  doctrine  laid  down 
by  the  Af>  .sties.  When  they  came  after wartb 
to  have  the,  protection  of  laws,  they  claimed 
the  benefit  of  them,  not  without  real  violence, 
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when  they  thought  an  infraction  was  made  on  themselves  by  all  lawful  means  against  oppres- 
those  laws : Which  broke  out  into  great  tu-  sions,  ns  did  David  against  Saul,  so  do  tl « 
mults,  in  many  of  the  chief  cities  of  the  em-  nobles  in  France  at  this  day,  they  seek  not  to 
ptre,  not  excepting  the  imperial  city  itself.  kill,  but  to  save  their  own  lives.’ 

“ But  to  proceed  with  the  history  of  our  “ These  passages  shew  that  he  looked  on 
chorcb:  When  the  articles  of  religion  were  rebellion  to  be  a violent  rising  against  a prince 
settled,  the  books  of  the  Apocrypha  were  in-  executing  the  laws,  which  was  the  case  of  the 
deed  declared  not  to  he  a part  of  the  cation  of  three  rebellions  in  England  that  they  had  in 
the  scripture,  but  yet  to  be  useful  for  the  exam-  view  : That  iu  king  Henry  the  8tli’s,  in  king 
pie  of  life,  aud  the  instruction  of  manners.  A Edward’s,  and  iu  queen  Elizabeth’s  time, 
great  part  of  these  are  the  books  of  the  Macca-  where  the  Papists  took  arms  against  their 
bees,  which  contain  the  history  of  the  Jews  prince,  who  was  executing  laws  made  in  mat- 
shaking  off  the  yoke  of  the  kings  of  Syria,  ters  of  religion,  and  that  with  a great  geutle- 
wben  they  were  broke  in  upornhy  a total  over-  ness.  Of  the  11  passages  quoted  by  thepri- 
throw  of  their  wliole  law,  and  an  unrelenting  soner  out  of  the  Homilies,  five  plainly  relate 
persecution.  Muttathias  a private  priest  he-  only  to  the  coercing  the  person  of  the  prince, 
gan  the  resistance,  which  was  carried  on  by  in  which  David  is  set  in  opposition  to  those  rc- 
his  children,  till  they  shook  off  the  Syrian  yoke,  bels  now,  though  he  indeed  defended  himself, 
and  formed  themselves  into  a free  government,  yet  Jie  had  a just  and  sacred  tenderness  to  the 
under  the  family  of  the  Maccabees.  It  were  person  of  Saul,  when  he  had  him  in  his  power, 
easy  to  shew  that  the  Je»<s  had  been  for  above  which  is  certainly  sacred  by  our  constitution. 
400  years  subject,  first  to  the  Babylonian,  then  Five  of  them  relate  to  wicked  princes.  It  was 
to  the  Persian,  and  at  last  to  the  Grecian  em-  never  pretended  by  any  who  pleaded  for  ne- 
pire:  So  that  by  a long  prescription  they  were  cessary  defence,  that  the  had  life  of  a prince 
subjects  to  the  kings  of  Syria.  It  were  easy  can  be  a just  cause  of  resistance  : yet  that  was 
also  to  show  that  this  resistance  was  foretold  then  pretended;  for  king  Henry  8 had  given 
by  Daaiel,  in  terms  of  high  commendation,  and  too  much  occasion  to  reckon  him  a wicked 
is  also  mentioned  in  the  epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  prince.  So  there  is  only  one  of  all  the  pas- 
ts the  work  and  effect  of  their  faith.  If  then  sages  quoted  from  those  Homilies,  that  relates 
all  resistance  to  illegal  and  barbarous  persecu-  simply  to  rebellion  in  general : and  it  has  op- 
tion, is  unlawful ; these  books  contain  nothing  penred  what  bishop  Jewell’s  sense  of  the  mut- 
but  a history  of  a rebellion,  and  all  the  devo-  ter  was.  There  is  also  a prayer  at  the  end  of 
lion  that  runs  through  them,  is  but  a cant,  and  every  division  of  the  Homily  against  wilful  re- 
instead  of  reading  them  as  examples  of  life,  and  bellion,  (and  by  the  by  4 wilful ' was  not  put  in 
instruction  of  manners,  we  ought  to  tear  them  the  title  for  nothing)  for  those  oppressed  by 
out  of  our  bibles  with  detestation.  I shall  af-  tyranny  iu  other  parts,  that  they  might  he  re- 
terwards  shew  what  use  was  made  of  these  licved,  and  that  those  who  were  in  fear  of 
books,  not  only  by  private  writers  of  eur  their  cruelty  might  be  comforted, 
churcb,  but  by  what  the  whole  body  iu  convo-  “ Let  us  next  look  through  queen  Elizabeth  s 
cation  was  about  to  determine.  - long  and  gloiious  reign,  and  see  what  was  the 

“ The  next  step  to  be  made,  is,  to  consider  constant  maxim  of  that  time.  The  year  after 
tie  Homilies  : The  second  book  of  Homilies,  the  queen  came  to  the  crown,  the  war  in  Scot- 
wbich  bas  the  Homilies  in  it  against  wilful  re-  hod  broke  out  between  the  queen  regent 
hellion,  is  generally  believed  to  have  been  com-  that  governed  by  commission,  from  her  dungb- 
Posed  by  bishop  Jewell,  who  was  by  much  the  ter  then  queen  of  France,  nnd  the  lords  in 
best  writer  in  that  time.  It  is  certain,  he  un-  Scotland.  She,  to  obtain  the  matrimonial 
demood  the  meaning  of  them  well : now  I crown  to  be  sent  to  Francis  the  2d,  gave*  nssur- 
wiii  read  you  two  passages  out  of  his  Defence  nnces  for  the  exercise  of  the  reformed  religion  ; 
of  his  Apology  for  the  Church  of  England ; from  but  that  poiut  being  gained,  she  broke  all  her 
whence  wc  may  clearly  gather  what  his  no-  promises,  and  resolved  to  force  them  to  return 
bon  of  rebellion  was,  and  that  bethought  a to  the  exercises  of  ihe  Popish  religion:  upon 
defence  against  unjust  and  illegal  violence  was  which  the  lords  of  Scotland  formed  themselves 
not  rebellion.  In  one  place  he  lias  these  words:  into  a body,  and  were  called  the  Lords  of  the 
“ ‘The  nobles  of  Scotland  neither  drew  the  Congregation.  Forces  were  sent  from  France 
* word,  uor  attempted  war  against  the  prince  : to  assist  the  queen  regent;  upon  that  queen 
they  sought  only  the  continuance  of  God’s  un-  Elizabeth  entered  into  an  agreement  with  the 
doubted  truths,  and  the  defenc  e,  of  their  own  Scots  lords,  and  sent  an  army  to  their  as- 
lives  against  your  barbarous  and  cruel  inva-  sistance,  which  continued  in  Scotland  till  ail 
•ions:  they  remembered,  besides  all  other  matters  were  settled  by  the  pacification  of 
warnings,  your  late  dealings  et  Vassy,  where  Leith  : and  in  a manifesto,  that  I have  in  my 
great  numbers  of  thei**  brethren  were  mur-  hands,  set  forth  25  years  after  that,  I find  her 
dered,  being  together  at  their  prayers  in  the  reflecting  on  that  interposition  in  the  affairs  of 
church,  holding  up  their  innocent  hands  to  that  nation,  with  great  satisfaction, 
heaven,  and  calling  upon  God.’  In  another  “ The  year  alter  this  war  was  ended,  upon 

place  he  writes, 4 Neither  do  any  of  oil  these  Francis  the  2d’s  death,  Charles  the  9th,  who 
(Luther,  Melnnchthon)  teach  the  people  to  was  n child,  succeeded  in  France.  Edicts  were 
rebel  against  their  prince ; but  only  to  defend  granted  in  favour  of  the  Protestants:  these 
Vot.  vi.  3 I 
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were  soon  after  broken  by  the  triumvirate,  and 
upon  that  followed  a series  of  wars  often  paci- 
fied, but  always  breaking  out  again,  by  reason 
of  the  violence  and  cruelty  of  the  government. 
All  these  wars,  till  Henry  the  4th  was  settled 
on  the  throne,  were  in  u course  of  28  years, 
that  which  some  would  cull  rebellion,  being 
carried  on  against  two  succeeding  kings.  Yet 
the  queen  was  in  all  that  time  still  assisting 
them  with  men  and  money. 

44  In  the  year  1568,  the  provinces  in  the 
Netherlands  threw  otf  the  Spanish  yoke,  that 
was  become  intolerably  severe  and  cruel.  The 
queen  for  some  years  assisted  them  more  co- 
vertly, but  when  the  prince  of  Orange  was 
killed,  and  they  were  in  danger  to  be  over-run, 
she  took  them  more  openly  into  her  protection ; 
and  by  the  manifesto  which  I have  in  tny 
hands,  she  published  the  grounds  upon  which 
she  proceeded.  She  laid  down  this  for  a found- 
ation, that  there  had  been  an  ancient  league 
not  only  between  the  crown  of  England,  and 
the  princes  of  the  Netherlands,  but  between 
the  subjects  of  both  countries,  under  their  seals 
interchangeably,  for  all  friendly  othces.  If 
this  was  a good  reason  for  the  queen’s  giving 
«id  to  the  oppressed  people  of  the  Netherlands, 
then  if  the  case  line!  been  l'eversed,  that  the 
people  of  England  had  been  illegally  and 
cruelly  oppressed,  it  furnished  the  princes  of 
those  provinces  with  ns  gnod  a reason  for  as- 
sisting them,  in  this  assistance  given  the  States, 
the  queen  persisted  till  the  end  of  her  reign; 
nor  was  this  only  done  by  the  court,  but  both 
parliaments  and  convocations  granted  her  se- 
veral aids  to  maintain  these  wars:  and  in  the 
preambles  of  those  subsidy  acts,  the  queen’s 
proceedings  in  those  particulars  were  highly 
approved  and  magnified.  Bilson  bishop  of 
Winchester,  and  several  other  writers  in  that 
time,  justified  what  she  did  ; and  notone  that 
I ever  heard  of  censured  or  condemned  it. 

“ Upon  king  James’s  coming  to  the  crown, 
the  first  great  ncgociation  was  for  a peace  be- 
tween Spain  and  the  United  Provinces  ; which 
lasted  several  years.  The  States  insisted  on  a 
preliminary,  That  they  should  be  acknowledged 
free,  sovereign,  and  independent  States;  The 
Spaniards  would  not  yielcl  to  this,  nor  would  the 
States  recede  from  it.  Some  here  in  England 
began  to  say,  They  were  formed  in  rebellion, 
and  ought  not  to  carry  their  pretensions  too 
far  : Upon  that  king  James  suffered  a convo- 
cation to  meet;  and  a book  of  canons,  with  re- 
lation to  the  supreme  authority,  w as  prepared ; 
in  which,  though  the  authority  of  the  Prince, 
even  when  he  becomes  a tyrant,  is  carried  very 
far;  yet  the  case  of  the  Maccabees  is  stated  ; 
and,  it  was  determined,  That  when  a new  go- 
vernment, though  begun  in  a revolt,  is  come  to 
• thorough  settlement,  it  may  be  owned  as  law- 
ful. King  James,  who  was  jealous  enough  of 
the  regal  authority,  yet  did  not  hke  their  carry- 
ing these  matters  so  far:  he  ordered  the  whole 
matter  to  be  let  fall  so  entirely,  llmt  there  is  not 
a word  of  it  in  the  books  of  convocation  : But 
archbishop  SancroA  found  this  collection  of  ca- 


nons at  Durham,  under  Dr.  Overall’s  hand, 
which  be  copied  out,  and  licensed  the  book  a 
few  days  before  he  fell  under  his  suspension.  1 
soon  saw  that  it  had  a relation  to  the  affairs  in 
Holland  : For  the  Dutch  delighted  to  compare 
their  first  beginnings  to  that  of  the  Jews  in  An- 
tiochus’s  time  : They  compared  king  Philip  to 
Antioclius  Epiphanes,  and  the  prince  ol  Orange 
to  Judas  Maccabreus.  But  I saw  much  clearer 
into  the  matter  by  an  original  letter  of  king 
James,  which  a worthy  gentleman  sent  me.  I 
knew  his  hand  well,  the  letter  is  in  print ; but 
I will  read  some  particulars  out  of  it.  It  is  di- 
rected to  Dr.  Abbot,  afterwards  archbishop  of 
Canterbury.  It  begun  with  censuring  some  po- 
sitions concerning  a king  in  possession,  the 
same  with  our  modern  term  of  a king  de  facto: 
he  goes  on  in  these  words : * My  reason  ol  eall- 
4 ing  you  together,  was  to  give  your  judgments, 
4 how  far  a Christian  and  a Protestant  king, 
‘ may  concur  to  assist  bis  neighbours  to  shaka 

* off  their  obedience  to  their  own  sovereign, 
4 upon  the  account  of  oppression,  tyranny,  or 
4 what  else  you  like  to  name  it.  lo  the  late 
‘ queen’s  time,  this  kingdom  was  very  free  in 

* assisting  the  Hollanders,  both  with  arnv*  and 

* advice;  and  none  of  your  coat  ever  told  me, 
4 that  any  scrupled  about  it  in  her  reign.  Upon 
4 my  coming  to  England,  you  may  know,  it 
‘ came  from  some  ol  yourselves  to  raise  *ciu- 

* pies  about  this  matter;  yet  I never  took  any 
4 notice  of  these  scruples,  till  the  affairs  of  Spain 
4 and  Holland  forced  me  to  it.  I called  my  clergy 
4 together,  to  satisfy  not  so  much  me,  as  tlx 
4 w orld  about  us,  of  the  justness  of  my  owning 
4 the  Hollanders  at  this  time.  This  I need  not  to 
4 have  done,  and  you  have  forced  me  to  say,  I 
4 w ish  I had  not.’  He  reflects  on  those,  who  had  a 
great  aversion  to  the  notion  of  God’s  being  the 
author  of  sin,  which  plainly  points  at  Dr.  Over- 
all, who  was  the  first  man  of  note  among  us, 
that  opposed  the  Calvinist  doctrine  of  predesti- 
nation ; yet,  he  says, 4 They  had  gone  to  the 
4 threshold  of  it,  by  saying,  that  even  tyranny 
4 w as  God’s  authority,  and  should  be  reverenced 
4 as  such.*  He  concludes, 4 these  were  edged 
4 took,  and  that  therefore  they  were  to  let  the® 

* rest.*  Here  is  a full  account  of  king  Jamtv\ 
thoughts  of  this  matter,  which  was  then  the 
chief  subject  of  discourse  all  Europe  over.  He 
had  12  years  before  this  shewed,  on  on  eminent 
occasion,  thut  he  owned  the  States,  when  he  in- 
vited them  in  the  year  1593,  to  cbnstei*  hr* 
eldest  son,  prince  Henry.  They  were  sensible 
of  the  great  honour  done  them  by  it ; and 
though  they  were  then  but  low,  they  sent  an 
embassy,  with  a noble  present  of  gold  plate,  to 
assist  on  that  occasion.  This  negociation  stuck 
for  several  years,  the  Spaniards  refusing  to  own 
them  in  express  words:  the  temper  fbund  was, 
they  were  treated  with  (tamquam ) as  with  free 
states ; and  the  matter  went  no  further  at  that 
time,  than  a truce  for  some  years,  which  wt* 
concluded  in  the  year  1609.  This  lets  us  see, 
that  the  words  m king  James's  speech  that  year 
to  his  parliament,  were  not  chance  words  that 
fell  carelessly  from  him.  ‘ A king  leave*  to  be 
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* ■ king,  and  degenerates  into  a tyrant,  as  soon  * by  the  Popish  faction  ; and  though  by  his 
‘ as  lie  leaves  off  to  govern  by  law : in  which  ' majesty’s  mediation,  there  were  Articles  of 

* case  the  king’s  conscience  may  speak  (o  him,  ‘ Agreement  between  that  king  and  his  suh- 
4 as  the  poor  woman  to  Philip  of  Macedon,  Ei-  ‘ jects,  that  treaty  hath  been  broke,  and  those 

* govern  by  law,  or  cease  to  be  a king.’  ‘ of  the  reformed  relation  will  be  ruined,  with- 
“ rhere  is  another  eminent  instance  towards  4 out  present  help.’  Upon  this  the  Commons 

the  end  of  that  reign,  that  shews  what  the  sense  petitioned  the  king  for  a fast,  and  desired  the 
of  our  best  divines  was  in  this  matter:  When  concurrence  of  the  Lords,  who  joined  with  them 
the  archbishop  of  York's  son,  and  Mr.  W’ade-  in  it.  The  king  granted  it,  and  an  office  was 
worth,  had  changed  their  religion  in  Spain,  composed  suitable  to  the  occasion  ; in  which, 
'V  adsworth  writ  over  a bold  defence  of  that ; among  other  devotions,  the  nation  was  directed 
and,  among  other  things,  charged  the  Reforma-  to  pray  for  all  those,  who  here,  or  elsewhere, 
tion  wilh  rebellion.  This  was  answered  by  one  were  fighting  God’s  battles,  and  defending  his 
of  the  best  books  of  that  time,  writ  by  Dr.  Be-  altars.  Thus  the  whole  body  of  the  legislature 
deli,  dedicated  to  llte  prince  of  Wales,  who  af-  did  concur  for  a fast  for  that,  which,  if  this  doc- 
terwards  promoted  him  to  a bishopric.  His  trine  is  true,  was  no  better  than  rebellion;  and 
words  on  this  head  aro  full;  I will  read  some  of  yet  the  whole  nation,  clergy  and  laity,  were  re- 
them.  ‘ Do  you  think  subjects  ore  bound  to  quired  to  pray  for  success  in  it. 

‘ give  their  throats  to  he  cut  by  their  fellow  sub-  “ But  to  compleat  ibis  view  of  the  doctrine 
‘ jects,  or  to  their  prince,  at  their  mere  wills,  of  our  church,  it  is  to  be  considered,  that  when 
‘ against  their  own  laws  and  edicts?  You  would  a year  before  this,  while  the  loan,  or  benevo- 

* know,  quo  jure,  tlie  Protestants'  wars  in  lence,  were  carried  on,  some  officious  divines 
4 France  and  Holland,  are  justified : First,  The  made  use  of  those  expressions  of  kings  having 
4 law  of  nature,  which  not  only  allowetb,  but  iheir  power  from  God,  importing  an  authority 
‘ mclineth  and  enforccth  every  living  thine,  to  of  a nature  superior  to  the  laws  of  the  land: 

* defend  itself  from  violence.  Secondly,  That  One  of  these,  Dr.  Manwaring,  was  impeached, 

4 of  nations,  which  permit tetli  those  who  are  and  had  a severe  sentence  passed  on  him  for 
4 in  the  protection  of  others,  to  whom  they  owe  it.  So  I have  now  made  it  out,  beyond,  I 
4 no  more  than  an  honourable  acknowledgment,  hope,  the  possibility  of  contradiction,  that,  for 
1 in  case  they  go  about  to  make  themselves  ab-  70  years  together,  from  1558,  to  1638,  the  law- 
‘ solute  sovereigns,  and  to  usurp  their  liberty,  fulness  of  self-defence,  in  the  case  of  illegal  and 
‘ to  resist,  and  stand  for  the  same.  And  if  a violent  cruelty,  was  the  public  and  constant 
‘ lowful  prince,  who  is  not  yet  lord  of  Ids  sub-  doctrine  of  this  church. 

* jects’  lives  and  goods,  shall  attempt  to  despoil  “ These  were  the  best  and  happiest  times  of 
‘ them  of  the  same,  under  colour  nf  reducing  our  church,  as  is  often  repeated  by  the  earl  of 
‘ them  to  his  own  religion,  after  all  humble  re-  Clarendon  : From  these  we  ought  to  take  the 
‘ monstrances,  they  may  stnnd  upon  their  own  standard  of  our  doctrine. 

‘ guard,  and  being  assailed,  resist  force  with  “ I go  next  to  show  what  was  the  common 

* force,  as  did  the  Maccabees  under  Antiochus.  doctrine  for  the  next  60  years,  from  1628,  to 

‘ In  which  case,  notwithstanding,  the  person  of  1688.  I must  yield  up  the  first  12  years : For 
‘ the  prince  himself  ought  always  to  he  sacred  upon  the  uuhappy  misunderstanding  between  tha 
‘ and  inviolable,  as  was  Saul  to  David/  No  king  and  the  parliament,  there  was  a long  dis- 
commentary  is  wanted  here.  continuance  of  parliaments;  then  the  late  con- 

's My  Lords ; You  see  how  this  matter  stood  demned  doctrine  was  again  in  vogue;  and  no- 

during  king  James’s  reign.  In  the  first  year  of  thing  was  so  much  heard  of,  as  the  law  of 
king  Charles’s  reign,  Grotius’s  book, 1 De  Jure  government  that  was  from  God,  antecedent  to 
Belli  etPacis,’  was  published  at  Paris,  dedicated  all  other  human  laws:  oat  of  this  sprung 
to  the  king  of  France,  while  France  was  under  illegal  imprisonments,  illegal  monopolies,  se- 
the  administration  of  the  wisest  and  mostjea-  vere  proceedings  in  the  Star-Chamber,  but 
loos  minister  of  the  last  age,  cardinal  Riche-  above  all,  the  Ship-money.  These  things  put 
lieu.  In  that  book,  in  which  he  asserts  the  the  nation  in  on  universal  disjointing  and  fee- 
rights  of  princes  with  great  zeal,  yet  he  enume-  bleness.  And  when  an  unavoidable  necessity 
rates  many  cases,  in  which  it  is  lawful  to  resist,  (breed  that  king  to  call  a parliament,  the  fatal 
particularly  that  of  a total  subversion  : and  effects  of  those  counsels  broke  out  terribly.  I 
that  book  n now, all  Europe  over,  of  the  highest  know  many  fancy,  that  the  war  is  to  be  charged 
reputation  of  any  book  that  the  modern  ages  on  the  principles  of  self-defence:  They  are 
have  produced.  In  the  beginning  of  king  much  mistaken.  I had  occasion  to  see  n great 
Charles's  reign,  a war  broke  out  in  France,  way  into  the  secret  of  that  time,  when  I 
against  the  Protestants ; upon  which  he  sent  examined  the  papers  relating  to  the  two  duket 
over  ambassadors,  by  whose  mediation  a peace  of  Hamilton.  I knew  a great  deal  more  since, 
was  concluded;  bat  that  being  ill  kept,  the  war  from  two  persons  of  unquestionable  integrity, 
broke  out  again;  and  the  king  thought  himself  who  knew  the  secrets  of  that  time,  the  lord 
bound  by  his  mediation,  to  protect  the  Protest-  Hollis,  and  sir  Harbottle  (ironstone ; but  all 
ants.  So  in  the  second  session  of  parliament,  received  a full  confirmation,  when  I found  it 
1628,  in  the  demand  of  a supply  that  the  lord  agreed  perfectly  with  the  noble  account  given 
keeper  Coventry  made,  in  the  king's  name,  the  earl  of  Clarendon. 

•kata  words  are  to  be  found:  < Fruuce  is  swayed  “ Nobody  dreamt  of  a war,  nor  bad  tbay 
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any  principles  leading  to  it.  But  there  was  an 
unhappy  train  of  accidents,  that  hindered  mat- 
ters from  being  brought  to  a settlement,  even 
while  the  king  was  granting  all  they  could  de- 
sire. Stories  were  carried  by  persons  about 
both  the' king  and  queen,  or  words  let  fall,  that 
made  them  conclude,  that  there  were  still  ill 
designs  on  foot,  against  the  laws  that  were 
then  passed.  But  that  which  brought  all  to  n 
crisis,  was  the  discovery  of  a negotiation,  to 
engage  the  army  to  declare  against  the  parlia- 
ment. Whosoever  compares  the  depositions 
in  Iiushworth  with  the  account  given  of  that 
matter  by  the  earl  of  Clarendon,  will  see  there 
is  a treat  deal  more  in  the  one,  than  the  other 
is  willing  to  believe  ; though  he  acknowledges 
they  had  both  Goring's  evidence,  ami  Piercy's 
letter  with  them.  1 will  not  take  it  upon  me 
to  determine,  whether  they  believed  too  much, 
or  the  earl  of  Clarendon  too  little.  It  is  cer- 
tain they  believed  all  that  was  in  the  deposi- 
tions, and  a great  deal  more : For  Goring 
being  continued  in  the  government  of  Ports- 
mouth, and  his  father  being  advanced  from 
being  a baron,  to  be  an  earl,  and  Piercy’s  being 
made  a lord  and  master  of  the  horse  to  the 
rince  of  Wales,  made  them  conclude  they 
ad  suppressed  a great  deal,  instead  of  saying 
more  than  was  true.  This  struck  deep  in  their 
hearts,  and  at  last  fatally  broke  out  in  the  de- 
mand of  the  militia,  that  brought  on  the  war, 
which,  I do  own,  was  plainly  a Rebellion, 
because  a force  was  offered  to  the  king,  not 
to  defend  themselves  from  an  unjust  invasion, 
or  illegal  grievances,  but  to  extort  a new  law 
from  him. 

“ Thus  the  true  occasion  of  the  war,  was  a 
jealousy,  that  a conduct  of  15  years  had  given 
too  much  ground  for;  and  that  was  still  un- 
happily kept  up,  by  a fatal  train  of  errors  in 
every  step  that  was  made.  The  great  con- 
cussion that  the  war  gave  the  nation,  and  the 
barbarous  effusion  of  so  much  blood,  especially 
of  the  royal  blood  of  that  blessed  king,  had, 
at  last,  a happy,  though  a late  conclusion  in 
the  Restoration : And  it  is  no  wonder  if  such 
a senes  of  tragical  events,  begot  a general 
horror  at  the  occasion  of  them.  But  then 
it  was,  that  had  it  not  been  for  the  lirmnoss 
of  the  earl  of  Clarendon  to  his  English  prin- 
ciples, the  liberties  of  the  nation  had  been  de- 
livered up. 

**  It  is  to  his  memory,  that  we  owe  our  being 
a free  people;  for  he,  with  bis  two  great 
friends,  the  duke  of  Ormond,  and  the  earl  of 
Southampton,  checked  the  forwardnessof  some, 
who  were  desirous  to  load  the  crown  with  pre- 
rogative and  revenue.  He  stopt  ail  this, 
which  being  afterwards  odiously  represented, 
brought  on  him  tliat  great  and  lasting,  but  ho- 
nourable disgrace.  The  earl  of  Southampton, 
whose  death  went  a little  before  his  fall,  and 
perhaps  hastened  it  the  sooner,  said  to  many 
about  him,  that  be  was  a true  Protestant,  and 
au  honest  Englishman  ; and  that  the  nation 
would  feel  the  effects  of  his  being  removed, 
whensoever  it  might  happen. 


u That  Lord,  in  the  great  settlement  after 
the  Restoration,  would  carry  things  no  farther, 
than  to  repeal  what  had  been  extorted  bj  tie 
tumults ; and  in  the  matter  of  the  Militia-Act, 
and  the  oaths  relating  to  it,  all  was  more  cau- 
tiously worded,  than  is  commonly  understood. 
To  the  word  ‘ commissioned  by  the  king/ •©me, 
indeed,  moved,  that  the  word  1 lawfully’  mgisc 
be  added,  to  make  all  plain.  That  w as  pressed 
in  the  House  of  Commons  by  Vaughan,  after- 
wards lord  chief-justice  of  the  Common- Pleas, 
The  Attorney-general,  afterwards  Lord  Chan- 
cellor Nottingham,  answered,  that  was  not  ne- 
cessary ; for  the  word  Commission  impurted  it ; 
since,  if  it  was  nor  lawfully  issued  out,  to  lawful 
persons,  and  for  a lawful  reason,  it  was  no 
Commission  ; and  the  whole  House  a»seotrt 
to  this  ; yet  in  the  House  of  Lords,  the  same 
word  lawfully,  was  pressed  to  be  added  by  the 
earl  of  Southampton,  who  w as  answered  by  the 
earl  of  Anglesey  to  the  same  purpose,  with 
what  had  beeu  said  in  the  House  of  Common, 
he,  indeed,  insisted  to  have  the  word  ad<W, 
because  it  would  clear  all  difficulties  with 
many,  who  not  leaving  heard  of  the  sense  girts 
in  both  Houses,  might  fancy,  that  any  sort  of 
Commission  being  granted,  it  would  not  be 
lawful  to  resist  it.  He  did  not  prevail ; for  it 
was  said,  that  this  explanation  being  the  s en* 
of  both  Houses,  it  would  be  soon  spread  and 
known  over  the  nation.  In  this  sense,  it  is 
certain,  that  it  is  not  lawful  to  take  am 
against  any  so  commissioned  by  the  king ; for 
that  were  to  take  arms  against  the  king’s  con»- 
mission  in  the  execution  of  the  law,  which  a 
certainly  a resisting  the  Ordinance  of  God, 
which  whosoever  do,  they  shall  receive  » 
themselves  damnation. 

**  Ic  was  no  wonder,  if  after  such  a war,  the 
doctrine  of  Non-resistance  was  preached  ud 
pressed  with  more  than  ordinary  warmth, 
without  any  exceptions  ; yet  some  »till  kq* 
these  in  view  ; so  did  both  Dr.  Falkner  aod 
myself ; and  I know  many  others  had  to 
always  in  their  thoughts,  though  they  did  act 
think  it  necessary  to  mention  them. 

“ I found  the  ill  effects,  that  the  carryi^ 
this  matter  so  far,  had  on  the  mind  of  that  un- 
fortunate prince,  king  James  ; for  in  tbe  yea? 
1673,  when  he  was  pleased  to  admit  » 
modi  free  conversation  with  him,  among 
other  things,  I told  him,  it  was  impossible  fa 
him  to  reign  in  quiet  in  this  nation,  being  « 
that  religion ; be  answered  me  quick,  Does  ** 
the  Church  of  England  maintain  tbe  doctriet 
of  Non-resistance  and  Passive  Obedience?  1 
begged  of  him  not  to  depend  oo  that ; fa 
there  was  a distinction  in  that  matter,  tbti 
would  be  found  out  when  men  thought  they 
needed  it.  I now  come  to  tell  your  lonbhip* 
how  right  I judged. 

11  It  is  true,  they  passed  a very  potnpM* 
decree  at  Oxford  1683,  but  you  shah  bear  bv* 
long  they  stood  to  it.  In  summer,  t>* 
prince  of  Orange  wa9  pleased  to  receive  nn 
into  his  service  with  a particular  coabdence. 
j Soon  after  the  ecclesiastical  comnuswon  ** 
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up,  find  upon  some  proceedings  before  that 
hoard,  he  was  desired  from  Engluud  to  break 
*ith  king  James  upon  that  head.  I opposed 
tki»,  and  said,  I was  convinced,  that  com- 
mission was  against  haw,  and  would  have  ill 
effect »,  but  it  did  not  strike  at  the  whole.  This 
was  more  warmly  pressed  upon  the  proceedings 
against  Magdalene  college.  I still  stood  up  to 
my  ground  ; and  told  both  prince  and  princess, 
that  if  a breach  should  follow  on  these  matters, 
1 could  not  serve.  When  indeed  the  decla- 
ration was  published  a second  time,  with  a re- 
solution to  liave  it  carried  through  ; and  that 
many  laws  were  dispensed  with  at  pleasure; 
and  persons  who  were  tinder  legal  disabilities, 
were  made  judges,  sheriffs  and  magistrates;  all 
whose  actings  were  so  many  nuHities  : then  I 
thought  here  was  a total  subversion  of  our  con- 
stitution; which  from  being  a legal  one,  was 
made  precarious,  subject  to  mere  will  and 
pleasure.  So  I was  ready  to  serve  in  the 
Revolution. 

“ Some  days  after  we  catne  to  Exeter,  sir 
Edward  Seymour  came  thither,  and  he  pre- 
sently sent  for  me:  when  I came  to  him,  he 
asked  me,  w hy  were  we  a rope  of  sand,  and 
had  not  an  association  ? I said,  because  we 
had  not  yet  a man  of  his  weight  to  begin  the 
motion  : he  said,  if  we  had  not  one  l»y  to-mor- 
row, he  would  leave  us  before  night.  I pre- 
sently saw  a noble  duke  now  in  my  eye,  and 
acquainted  him  with  this ; he  went  to  the 
prince,  who  approving  of  it,  an  Association 
was  prepared,  and  laid  on  the  table  next  morn- 
ing; anj  was  after  that  signed  by  all  who 
came  to  wait  on  the  prince.  Three  days  after 
*e  left  Exeter,  a head  of  a college  came  to  the 
prince,  to  invite  him  to  come  to  Oxford,  assur- 
ing him,  that  the  University  would  declare  for 
him.  He  went  as  near  it  ns  Abingdon,  but 
then  the  sudden  turn  of  affairs  at  London 
obliging  him  to  haste  up,  the  Association  was 
sent  thither,  and  was  signed  by  the  heads  of  the 
colleges,  and  mnny  others  there;  some  doing 
it  in  a particular  warmth  of  expression,  end 
mini,  that  tlieir  hears,  as  well  as  their  hands 
went  with  it.  Upon  what  disappointments 
or  other  views,  I cannot  tell,  this  contradiction 
<o  tlieir  fumed  decree,  five  years  after  it  was 
made,  seemed  to  take  another  turn  back  to  it 
*£ain  ; and  the  notion  of  a king  dt  facto, 
which  is  but  a softer  word  for  an  usurper,  came 
ia  vogue. 

“ The  parliament  to  prevent  the  ill  effects  of 
thatitudied  to  secure  the  government,  lint,  by 

association,  and  then  by  an  abjuration.  I, 
was  always  against  every  thing  that  might 
break  in  upon  conscience,  was  for  making 
these  only  voluntary  ; but  they  were  enacted, 
and  they  were  generally  taken.  A noble  lord 
on  the  earis’  bench,  procured  me  the  sight  of  a 
letter,  that  went  about  to  persuade  the  taking 
die  abjuration,  that  lie  had  from  a place  where 
be  believed  it  had  it*  effect ; where  I found 
doa  distinction,  that  the  abjuring  any  right 
"haisoevtr  that  the  Pretender  might  claim,  was 
""•j  meaat  of  a legal  tight,  and  that  it  had  no 
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! relation  to  birtb-right,  or  to  divine  light.  This 
ngreed,  with  a report  that  went  then  current, 
that  a person,  in  n greut  post,  sent  a message 
to  an  honourable  gentleman,  who  would  nut 
take  the  abjuration,  that  if  he  hail  an  half 
hour's  discourse  with  him,  he  doubted  not  to 
be  able  to  convince  him,  that  he  might  take 
the  abjuration,  without  departing  from  any  of 
his  pnncijiles.  Towards  the  end  of  the  last 
reign,  a hold  attempt  was  made  on  the  king's 
supremacy  by  an  incendiary  who  is  supposed 
to  have  no  small  share  in  this  matter  now 
before  your  lordships  : but  the  attack  on  the 
supremacy  being  liable  to  a premunire,  it  wa* 
turned  with  much  malice,  and  managed  with 
great  pievarication  against  the  bishops,  who 
adhered  firmly  to  their  duty  to  the  king.  How 
great  a disjointing  that  has  brought  on  this 
church,  is  ton  visible  all  the  nation  over,  and 
it  tends  to  carry  on  the  wicked  design  of  dis- 
tracting the  church,  and  undermining  the  go- 
vernment. 

“ By  the  time  the  queen  was  on  the  throne 
or  soon  after,  the  Rehearsal  began  to  be  spread 
over  the  nation,  two  of  them  u week,  which 
continued  for  several  years  togclher,  to  be 
published  without  check  or  controul  ; it  was 
all  through  one  argument  against  the  queeu's 
right  to  the  crown ; that,  though  it  was  diver- 
sified with  incidents  and  digressions,  was  kept 
always  in  view.  The  clergy  were  in  many 
places  drawn  into  subscriptions  for  this  paper. 
This  looked  like  a design  long  connived  at, 
to  have  the  queen's  title  undermined  : besides 
this,  we  had  a swarm  of  pamphlets  erery  year , 
to  the  same  purpose  and,  as  was  believed,  writ 
by  the  same  hand.  One  sold  at  the  door  of  the 
House,  with  the  title  of  King  William's  Exor- 
bitant Grauts,  did  plainly  call  him  an  usurper; 
and  starting  an  objection  against  the  queen's 
possessing  the  throne,  gave  it  this  answer,  that 
she  did  well  to  keep  it  till  she  could  deliver  it 
up  to  the  righteous  heir.  At  that  time  there 
was  quick  prosecution  of  a paper  published, 
with  the  title  of  The  Shortest  Way  with  the 
Dissenters;  and  upon  that,  I brought  that 
pamphlet  to  a great  minister,  and  offered  to  shew 
him  this  passage  in  it,  to  see  if  there  should  he 
a prosecution  of  this  ordered.  He  turned 
from  me ; so  whether  he  heard  roe  or  not,  I 
cannot  tell:  I am  sure,  if  he  says  he  did  not 
I will  believe  him.  No  prosecution  followed, 
and  the  Rehearsal  went  on.  The  clergy  in 
many  places,  met  at  a coffee-house  on  Satur- 
days, to  read  the  Rehearsals  of  the  week,  which 
had  very  ill  effects  in  most  places.  1 know  it 
may  be  said,  that  the  queen’s  learned  counsel 
ought  to  have  looked  after  these  things  : hut 
we  all  know  that  they  stay  till  they  receive 
orders  from  the  ministry.  The  course  of  that 
treasonable  paper  his  been  now  for  some  time 
stopt,  so  we  see  there  is  some  change  in  the 
ministry. 

“ But  to  compleat  the  insolence  of  the  ene- 
mies of  the  queen  and  of  the  protestant  suc- 
cession ; they  had  the  impudence  to  give  it  out 
that  the  queen  secretly  favoured  them  : and 
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*5  this,  we  all  know,  has  been  loug  whispered 
about  among  us,  so  it  was  more  boldly  given 
outin  Scotland,  which  obliged  one  of  the  queen's 
ministers  in  that  parliament,  in  a speech  that 
was  printed,  to  contradict  this  treasonable  and 
dishonourable  suggestion.  That  as  some  di- 
vines would  have  it,  that  there  was  in  God  a 
secret,  as  well  as  a revealed  wiU,  and  that 
these  might  be  contrary  to  one  another ; so 
they  would  fasted  an  imputation  on  the  queen 
that  while  she  revealed  tier  will  one  way,  she 
had  a secret  will  another  way  ; which  he  so- 
lemnly a tiirincd  to  be  false,  and  highly  inju- 
rious to  the  queen. 

“ While  the  pamphlets  and  these  reports 
were  thus  set  about,  Mr.  Hoadly  thought  taut 
it  became  him  to  as-ert  the  queen's  title  by 
justifying  the  Revolution,  out  of  wliicli  it  rises. 
But  what  an  outcry  was  mised  ou  this,  that 
one  durst  disturb  the  progress  of  a wicked  opi- 
nion, that  was  visibly  designed  to  overturn  the 
government : and  yet  lie  asserted  nothing,  but 
what  the  counsel  lor  the  prisouer  did  all  fully 
and  plainly  own,  that  in  the  cases  of  extreme 
necessity,  an  exception  to  the  doctrine  was  to 
be  admitted,  and  that  that  was  the  case  at  the 
Revolution. 

“ But  as  these  notions  have  been  long  let 
run  among  us ; so  they  have  appeared  in  a 
most  violent  and  uuguarded  manner,  ever  since 
the  attempt  of  the  Pretender,  and  more  of  late, 
since  the  preliminaries  upon  the  overtures  for 
a peace,  seem  to  extinguish  their  hopes.  Wbat 
sermons  on  this  head  are  preached  in  this  city 
at  assizes,  at  Bath,  and  at  many  cathedrals  ? 
Furious  men  fit  themselves  with  some  hot  ser- 
mons, which  they  carry  about  from  place  to 
place,  to  poison  . the  nation.  This  has  not 
•nly  the  visible  effect  designed  by  it,  of  shaking 
many  in  their  allegiance  to  the  queen,  and  in 
their  adhering  to  the  Protestant  Succession  ; 
but  it  has  a cursed  effect  on  many  others,  on 
whom  this  their  design  does  not  succeed. 

“ I am  very  sensible  there  is  a great  deal  of 
impiety  and  infidelity  now  spread  through  the 
nation  : this  gives  every  good  mind  all  possible 
horror ; but  I must  tell  your  lordships,  on 
whatagreat  part  ofit  is  founded  ; for  sincemy 
conversation  with  Wilmot,  earl  of  Rochester, 
I have  bad  many  occasions  to  discourse  with 
persons  tainted  with  those  wicked  principles, 
and  1 do  affirm  it,  that  the  greutest  prejudice 
these  persons  have  at  religion,  at  the  clergy, 
and  at  the  public  worship  of  God,  is  this,  that 
they  say,  they  see  clergymen  take  oaths,  and 
use  all  prayers,  both  ordinary  and  extraordinary, 
for  the  government,  and  yet  in  their  actings 
and  discourses  and  of  late  in  their  sermons, 
they  shew  visibly  that  they  look  another  way  ; 
from  whence  they  conclude  they  are  a 
mercenary  sort  of  people  without  conscience. 

“ I hope  there  are  not  many  that  are  so  cor- 
rupted and  so  scandalous:  I am  sure  I know 
a great  many  that  are  tar  otherwise,  who  preach, 
speak,  and  act,  as  they  swear  and  pray;  but 
those  who  act  in  another  way,  are  noisy  and 
impudent,  and  so  bring  an  imputation  on  the 


whole  body ; and  unless  an  effectual  stop  a 
put  to  this  distemper,  it  is  not  possible  to  fore 
see  all  the  ill  consequences  that  may  folio* 
upon  it. 

“ I have,  I am  afraid,  wearied  yoor  lord- 
ships  ; but  I thought  it  was  necessary,  once  for 
all,  to  enlarge  copiously  on  this  argument  : sad 
now  to  come  close  to  the  Article,  and  the  Ser- 
mon, for  I meddle  not  at  all  with  the  person  ol 
the  man  ; whatever  general  expressions  aught 
very  well  have  beep  used,  in  seating  forth  pas- 
sive obedience  and  non-resistance  before  lit 
Revolution,  because  odious  cases  ought  notu 
be  supposed,  and  therefore  are  not  to  U 
named  ; yet  since  resistance  was  used  in  tit 
Revolution,  and  that  the  late  king  innted  ill 
the  subjects  to  join  w ith  him,  which  wss  in  than 
certainly  resistance ; and  since  the  Ixwfiibeu 
of  the  Revolution  is  so  much  controverted,  lit 
condemning  all  resistance  in  such  crude  ind 
general  terms,  is  certainly  a condemning  tit 
Revolution  : and  this  is  further  aggravated  from 
those  limitations  on  our  obedience,  in  an  art 
passed  soon  after  the  Revolution,  by  which,  o 
case  our  princes  turn  Papists,  or  marry  Ptpisu, 
the  subjects  are,  in  express  words,  discharged 
from  tlieir  allegiance  to  them.  Certainly  tls 
puis  an  end  to  the  notion  of  non-resistanct  is 
any  case,  or  on  any  pretence  whatsoever : For 
these  reasons,  I think  the  first  Article  of  lid 
Impeachment,  is  bo  ill  well  grounded,  and  fol- 
ly made  out.” 

Several  other  peers,  particularly  the  dote « 
Devonshire,  the  lord-chancellor,  and  the  lords 
Somers,  Halifax,  and  Mohan,  spoke  also  to 
vindication  of  the  late  Revolution ; and  an- 
tained,  that  in  extraordinary  cases  resistsacr  a 
necessary  and  lawful ; and  concluded,  that  the 
Commons  had  made  good  the  first  Article.  Tie 
archbishop  of  York,  the  duke  of  Buclinghs™ 
the  earls  of  Nottingham  and  Rochester,  the 
lords  Guernsey,  North  and  Grey,  and  Can- 
marthen,  and  the  bishops  of  London,  Roche*- 
ter,  and  LandaiF,  who  spoke  on  the  other  nde, 
declared,  “ That  they  never  read  such  spier 
of  madness  and  nonsense,  as  Dr.  SechevodTi 
sermon,  but  did  not  think  him  guilty  of  * I'“t' 
demeanor.”  After  a long  debate,  which  listed 
till  past  nine  in  the  evening,  it  wns  at  las  ® 
ried  by  a majority  of  19,  That  the  Como*1 
had  made  good  their  first  Article  of  Itnpead- 
incut  against  Dr.  Sacheverell. 

March  17.  The  Lords  took  into  consider*- 
tion  the  Second  Article  of  the  Common!'  I®- 
peachment. 

The  Bishop  of  Lincoln  (Dr.  Wake*)  kegs* 
the  debate  with  the  following  speech : 

• “ William  Wake,  an  eminent  prelate,  !**• 
at  Blandford,  Dorsetshire,  1657.  He  wu  a 
1672  admitted  at  Christ-churcb,  and  aheo  18 
orders  he  became  preacher  to  the  Gray!-*1 
society.  In  1689  he  took  his  degree  of  D-  "• 
and  was  appointed  deputy  clerk  to  the  closet, 
and  chaplain  to  William  and  Mary,  and 
after  canon  of  Cbrist-cbarch,  in  1694  rector « 
St.  James's  Westminster,  dean  of  Euttr  1W” 


961] 

“ My  lords ; It  was  the  misfortune  of  same 
of  our  bench,  that  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
foregoing  Article  of  this  Impeachment,  a noble 
lord,  who  spoke  very  early  to  that  point,  was 
pleased  not  only  to  anticipate  our  judgment  in 
that  particular ; but  to  do  n with  this  pretty  hard 
reflection  ; that  in  giving  it,  as  he  supposed  we 
would,  we  should  vote  contrary  to  our  own 
doctrine.  It  is  not  improbable  but  that,  in 
the  course  of  the  present  debate,  another  arrow 
way  he  drawn  out  of  the  same  quiver  to  shoot 
it  us ; and  we  may  be  told,  that  in  defending 
ot  the  Toleration  granted  by  law  to  the  dis- 
inters, we  shew  ourselves  to  Ire  apostates  from 
oar  own  order.  But  from  both  these  imputa- 
tions I am  persuaded  both  our  writings  and 
our  actions,  will  secure  us  in  the  judgment  of 

indifferent  persons. 

u The  substance  of  this  Second  Article  of  the 
Impeachment,  which  your  lordships  are  now 
ihout  to  enter  upon,  is  ibis : M That  Dr.  S.  in 
his  Sermon,  doth  suggest  and  maintain, [that  the 
Toleration,  granted  by  law’,  is  unreasonable, 
ind  the  allowance  of  it  unwarrantable.  That 
he  is  a false  brother  with  relation  to  God,  rcli- 
P°n»  or  the  church,  who  defends  Toleration,  | 
*nd  liberty  of  conscience.  That  queen  Eliza- 
beth was  deluded  by  archbishop  Grin  dal  to  the 
filtration  of  the  Genevian  discipline : And  j 
diat  it  h the  duty  of  superior  pastors  to  thunder 
oat  their  ecclesiastical  anathemas  against  per* 
sons  intituled  to  the  benefit  of  the*Toleration  ; 
*nd  insolently  dares,  or  defies,  nny  power  on 
•irth  to  reverse  such  sentences.”  This,  my 
lords,  h the  sum  of  this  part  of  the  Cominops* 
charge  against  Dr.  S.  and  I think  the  managers 
live  fully  made  it  out ; not  by  bare  intend- 
ments, by  unnecessary  implications,  and  forced 
constructions ; not  by  piecing  together  broken 
xntences,  and  conjoining  of  distant,  and  in- 
dependent passages  (as  he  has  unjustly  com- 
plained;) but  by  the  plain  words,  and  neces- 
•ary  meaning,  of  a very  great  part  of  his  dis- 
course— But  before  I trouble  your  lordships 

hishop  of  Lincoln  1705,  and  translated  to  Can- 
terbury Jan.  1715-ld.  He  was  engaged  1097 
m a *evere  controversy  with  Atterbury  with 
respect  to  the  rights  of  convocation,  but  though 
of  the  clergy  entered  the  lists  on  both 
'ides,  the  State  of  the  Church  and  Clergy  of 
England,  &c.  fol.  by  Dr.  Wake,  was  the  most 
rassterly,  luminous  and  satisfactory  performance 
Published  On  the  subject.  In  other  writings 
J*  *'*>  ably  vindicated  the  Church  against  the 
Papists,  and  while  he  earnestly  wished  in  his 
discourses,  and  in  his  correspondence,  ro  form 

umon  between  the  churches  of  England  and 
France,  he  was  indefatigable  in  supporting  the 
rights  and  tenets  of  Protestants.  This  truly 
tamed  and  virtuous  man  died  at  Lambeth 
Ilth  Jan.  1736-7,  leaving  several  daughters. 
Besides  his  controversial  works  he  published  a 
handation  of  the  epistles  of  the  Apostolical 
lathers,  8vo — Exposition  of  the  Church  Cate- 
cl>ism,  often  edited — Tracts  against  Popery — 
oni  and  Charges.”  Lempriere. 
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with  the  proof  of  this,  give  me  leave,  upon  this 
occasion,  (though  it  be  no  part  of  the  Impeach- 
ment laid  Hgainst  the  preacher)  to  observe  to 
your  lordships  what  a strange  account  be  has 
thought  fit  to  publish  of  that  other  popular  en- 
gine, which,  he  says,  has  been  made  use  of,  to 
pull  down  the  church,  and  which  he  calls  by  the 
name  of  ‘comprehension.’ — The  person  who 
first  concerted  this  supposed  design  against  our 
church,  was  the  late  most  reverend  Dr.  San- 
croft,  then  archbishop  of  Canterbury.  The 
time,  was  towards  the  end  of  that  unhappy 
reign,  of  w hich  so  much  was  said  upon  the  oc- 
casion of  the  foregoing  article.  Then,  when  we 
were  in  the  lieighth  of  our  labours,  defending 
the  church  of  England  against  the  assaults  of 
popery,  and  thought  of  nothing  else ; that  wise 
prelate,  foreseeing  some  such  Revolution  a* 
soon  after  was  happily  brought  about ; began 
to  consider  how  utterly  unprepared  they  had 
been  at  the  restoration  of  king  Charles  the  2d, 
to  settle  many  things  to  the  advantage  of  the 
church;  and  what  a happy  opportunity  had 
been  lost  for  want  of  such  a previous  care,  as 
lie  was  therefore  desirous  should  now  be  taken, 
for  the  better  mid  more  perfect  establishment 
of  it.  It  was  visible  to  all  the  nation,  that  the 
more  moderate  dissenters  were  generally  so  well 
satisfied  with  that  stand  which  onr  divines  had 
made  against  popery,  and  the  many  unanswer- 
able treatises  they  had  published  in  confutation 
of  it,  ns  to  express  an  unusual  readiness  to 
come  in  to  ns.  And  it  was  therefore  thought 
worth  the  while,  when  they  were  deliberating 
about  those  other  matters,  to  consider  at  the 
same  time  wltat  might  be  done  to  gain  them, 
without  doing  any  prejudice  to  ourselves. — The 
scheme  was  laid  out,  and  the  several  parts  of 
it  were  committed  not  only  with  tlte  approba- 
tion, hut  by  the  direction  of  that  great  prelate, 
to  such  of  onr  divines  as  were  thought  the  most 
proper  to  be  intrusted  with  it.  His  grace  took 
one  part  to  himself : Another  was  committed 
to  a then  pious  and  reverend  dean,  afterwards 
a bishop,  of  oor  church.  [Dr.  Patrick  bishop 
of  Ely.]  The  reviewing  of  the  daily  service  of 
our  Liturgy  and  the  Communion  book,  was  re- 
ferred to  a select  number  of  excellent  persons, 
two  of  which  are  at  this  time  upon  our  bench 
[the  archbishop  of  York,  and  bishop  of  Ely;l 
and  I am  sure  will  bear  witness  to  the  truth  of 
my  relation.  The  design  was,  in  short,  this  : 
To  improve,  and,  if  possible,  to  enforce  our 
discipline;  to  review,  and  enlarge  our  Liturgy; 
by  correcting  of  some  things,  by  adding  of 
others ; and,  if  it  should  be  thought  advisable 
by  authority,  when  this  matter  should  come  to 
be  legally  considered,  first  in  convocation,  then 
in  parliament  by  leaving  some  few  ceremonies, 
confessed  to  be  indifferent  in  their-natures,  as 
indifferent  in  their  usage,  so  as  not  to  be  neces- 
sarily observed  by  those  who  made  a scruple  of 
them ; until  they  should  be  able  to  overcome 
either  their  weaknesses,  or  prejudices,  and  be 
willing  to  comply  withthem.— How  far  this  good 
design  was  not  only  known  to,  but  approved  of 
by  the  other  fathers  of  our  church;  that  famous 


PARL.  HISTORY,  9 Anns,  17 10. -of  Dr.  SactevereU. 


S G3r]  PARL.  HISTORY,  9 Annie,  1710. — Proceedings  on  tlx  Impeachment  [SG4 


petition  for  which  seven  of  them  were  seut  to 
the  Tower,  and  which  contributed  so  much  to 
our  deliverance,  may  suffice  to  shew.  The  * wril- 
4 lingness  they  there  declared  of  coming  to  such 

* a temper  a*  should  be  thought  fit  with  the 

* dissenters,  when  that  matter  should  be  con- 
4 sidered,  and  settled,  in  parliament  and  convo- 

* cation  ;*  manifestly  referred  to  what  was  then 
known  to  several,  if  not  all  of  the  subscribers, 
to  have  been  at  that  very  time  under  deli  beta-  ; 
tion.  And  that  nothing  more  was  intended 
than  I have  before  said,  is  as  evident  from  what 
was  publicly  declared  in  a treatise  purposely 
written  to  recommend  the  design  when  it  was 
brought  before  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament, 
in  the  beginning  of  the  late  reign ; and  licensed 
by  the  authority  of  a nnhle  peer,  uow  present, 
who  was  at  that  time  Secretary  of  State:  la 
the  very  beginning  of  which  there  is  this  re- 
markable passage,  which  1 shall  beg  leuve  to 
read  to  your  lordships*:  4 No  alteration  that 

4 I know  of,  is  intended,  but  in  tilings  declared 
4 to  be  alterable  by  the  cburch  itself.  And  if 
4 things  aherable  be  altered  upon  the  grounds 
4 of  prudence  and  charity  i and  things  defective 
4 be  supplied ; and  things  abused  he  restored 
4 to  their  proper  use;  and  things  of  a more  or- 
4 dinary  composition  revised  and  improved ; 

4 whilst  the  doctriue,  government,  and  worship  | 
4 of  the  church  remain  entire,  in  nil  the  sub- 
4 stantial  parts  of  them;  we  have  all  reason  to 
4 believe  that  this  will  be  so  far  from  injuring 
4 the  church,  that  on  the  contrary,  it  shall  re- 
4 ceive  a very  great  benefit  by  it/ 

44  And  now,  my  lords,  let  any  impartial  per- 
son consider,  what  was  there  in  such  a design 
that  could  be  justly  esteemed  prejudicial  to  the 
constitution  of  our  church?  Wherein  would  our 
canons  have  suffered,  if  those  already  made, 
had  been  more'  strongly  enforced ; and  some 
new  ones  hud  been  added  for  the  reformation 
of  manners ; for  the  better  puuishing  of  noto- 
rious offenders ; and  to  render  our  public  dis- 
cipline more  strict,  and  severe?  This  we  have 
been  wishing  for  ever  since  the  Reformation  : 
What  harm  would  it  have  done  our  church  bad 
it  now  been  effected  ? Or  how  would  our  excel- 
lent Liturgy  have  been  the  worse,  if  a few  more 
doubtful  expressions  had  been  changed  for 
plainer,  aud  clearer ; and  a passage,  or  two, 
which  however  capable  of  a just  defence,  yet 
in  many  cases  seem  harsh  to  some  even  of  our 
own  communion,  had  either  been  wholly  left  at 
liberty  in  such  cases,  to  be  omitted  altogether  j 
or  been  so  qualified  as  to  remove  all  exception 
against  them  in  any  case.  If  such  collects,  as 
are  not  yet  adapted  to  the  festivals,  or  gospels, 
to  which  they  belong ; had  been  made  more 
full,  and  apposite  to  both:  If  some  of  the  occa- 
sional offices  had  been  enlarged;  nnd  new 
ones  added : if  for  example,  there  had  been  a 
greater  variety  of  prayers,  psalms,  and  lessons 


* A Letter  to  a Member  of  Parliament  in 
favour  of  the  bill  for  Unitiug  Protestants : 
Licensed  by  tbecorainaud  of  the  earl  of  Shrews- 
bury; April  1,  1689,  Ja.  Vernon,  p.  3. 


appointed  by  authority,  instead  of  the  compos 
tions  of  private  persons  now  necessarily  to  be 
used,  for  the  visitation  of  the  sick ; and  nev 
forms  composed  for  the  use  of  prboners  for 
debt  or  crimes  : For  the  greater  solemnity  of 
receiving  proselytes  into  our  church;  Of  te- 
conciling  penitents  to  it ; and  of  canting  noto- 
rious offenders  out  of  it.  These  were  some  uf  U* 
main  things  that  w ere  tlien  designed  : As  for 
any  favour  to  the  dissenters,- none,  that  I know 
of,  was  intended,  but  what  should  liAve  b eta 
entirely  consistent  with  our  own  constitute : 
And  I hope  it  will  not  be  thought  any  crime 
for  the  bishops,  and  clergy  of  our  church, 
to  be  willing  to  enlarge  us  communion,  by 
any  rnetlnxis  which  may  be  likely  to  gain 
others,  and  vet  not  injure  our  own  tstabbsb- 
merit. 

4rBut  to  satisfy  your  lordships  that  nothin; 
could  have  been  designed  to  the  detriment  of 
the  church;  Be  pleased  farther  to  consider, 
how  what  was  thus  at  first  projected  in  private, 
by  select  persous,  and  in  a difficult  time,  wb*a 
no  countenance  was  to  be  expected  bom  an* 
thority  to  any  such  purpose;  was  afienrinis 
if  ever,  to  have  been  brought  to  maturity.  And 
this  being  a matter  of  public  notice,  the  rebtuo 
of  it  will  admit  of  no  exception. 

44  No  sooner  were  their  late  majesties,  of  glo- 
rious memory,  seated  in  their  thrones,  but  tU 
design  w as  openly  espoused  by  then.  A com- 
mission was  issued  out  under  the  great  seal  ot 
England,  to  a large  number  of  bishops,  and 
other  eminent  divines,  to  meet  together,  and 
to  consider  of  these  matters.  What  they  did, 
having  not  had  the  honour  to  be  one  of  thou, 
I shall  not  presume  to  say.  This  we  koo*, 
that  vvliatever  they  did,  it  was  to  have  beta 
carried  on  from  them  to  the  two  convocation* 
of  Canterbury  and  York:  And  after  it  should 
have  passed  their  approbations,  it  was  finally  m 
to  have  been  laid  before  the  two  Houses  of  par- 
liament, and  so  to  have  gone  on  to  the  royal 
assent.  This,  my  lords,  was  the  course  through 
which  all  that  was  designed,  or  should 
been  done  in  this  matter,  must  have  passed; 
aud  I am  persuaded  nothing  very  injurious  to 
our  church’s  welfare,  will  ever  be  able  to  pa*» 
through  all  these. 

44  Having  thus  given  your  lordships  a true  ac- 
count, of  that  design  which  Dr.  S.  mention 
under  the  name  of 4 comprehension  ;*  I doubt 
not  but  that  your  lordships  will  now  be  amutfd 
to  hear,  what  a false  and  scandaloas  report  be 
has  made  of  it.  In  the  16th  page  of  bis  Sertuoo 
he  thus  speaks  of  it:  4 The  worst  adversaries  ot 
4 our  church,’  says  he, 4 were  to  be  let  imo  b« 
4 bowels  under  the  holy  umbrage  of  sons;  »bo 
4 never  believed  her  faith;  own’d  her  mission; 
4 submitted  to  her  discipline  ; or  complied  with 
4 her  Liturgy.  For  the  admitting  of  this  Trojw 
4 horse,  big  with  arms  and  ruin,  into  our  holy 
4 city,  the  straight  gate  was  to  be  laid  quite 
4 open  ; Her  walls  and  enclosures  to  be  pulled 
4 down  ; and  a high-road  made  in  upou  her 
4 communion.  Her  articles  to  be  taught  tbe 
4 confusion  of  all  senses,  nations  aud  languages.’ 


863]  PARI*  HISTORY,  9 Anne,  \l\0.—of  Dr.  SachecneU.  [tfGG 


“ This,  my  lords,  is  a very  strange  represen- 
tation of so  good  a design,  as  thnt  I before  re- 
counted to  your  lordships.  Yet  this  represen- 
tation did  tills  bold  man,  as  confidently,  as  i’alsly 
make  of  it  in  the  house  of  God ; and  publish 
Co  the  view  of  the  whole  nation.  For  thus  he 
goes  on  : 4 This  pious  design  of  making  our 

* house  of  prayer  a den  of  thieves,  of  reforming 

* our  Church  into  a chaos ; is  well  known  to 

* have  been  attempted  several  times  in  this 
4 kingdom,  and  lately  within  our  memory  ; 

* when  all  things  seemed  to  favour  it  but  that 
4 good  providence  which  so  happily  interposed 

* against  the  ruin  of  our  church,  and  blasted  the 
4 long  projected  scheme  of  these  ecclesiastical 
4 Achitophels.'  To  say  nothing  more  .on  the 
design  itself,  of  which  1 have  given  an  account 
before.  Pray  my  lords,  who  were  the  Achito- 
phels that  projected  it;  and  must  have  concur- 
red lotlie  execution  of  it?  I have  already  na- 
med the  first,  and  chiefest  of  them,  the  late 
archbishop  Bancroft.  The  next  who  openly 
approved  of  it,  were  the  commissioners  who 
met  upon  it  in  the  Jerusalem  Chamber;  A set 
of  uten,  than  which  this  church  was  never,  at 
any  one  time,  bles’d  with  either  wiser,  or  better, 
u uce  it  was  a church  ; Who  it  was  that  pre- 
sided in  the  convocation  of  this  province,  to 
which  this  project  was  next  to  he  referred  ; and 
w ho,  had  it  gone  on,  must  have  had  a chief 
hand  in  the  management  of  it,  I need  not  say 
[The  late  lord  bishop  of  London.]  Every  one 
who  knows  any  tiling  at  nil  of  lus  character; 
(mtd  I am  sure  your  lordships  are  none  of  you 
strangers  to  it)  knows  him  to  be  too  good  a friend 
to  the  establishment  ' our  church;  to  have  been 
capable  of  being  engaged  in  such  a villainous 
design,  us  Dr.  S.  pretend',  for  the  subversion  of 
it.  Or  had  he  been  otherwise,  yet  still  the  major 
part  of  that  venerable  body  must  have  been  as 
great  Achitophels  as  himself,  or  uo  harm  could 
have  been  done  by  him.  Pardon  me,  my  lords, 
if  the  coarse  of  mv  argument  obliges  me  to  rise 
vet  one  degree  higher,  and  to  say  that  the  like 
majority  of  your  lordships,  and  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  together  with  his  late  majesty,  must 
all  have  come  into  the  plot  against  the  church  ; 
or  all  the  skill,  and  malice,  of  the  inferior  Achi- 
tophds,  would  have  signified  nothing.  And 
what  censure  that  man  deserves  who  has  the 
confidence  to  insinuate  to  the  world,  that  the 
bishops,  the  other  clergy,  the  convocation* ; 
die  parliament,  nay,  and  (he  late  king  himself, 
our  glorious  deliverer;  or  nt  least  the  greater 
part  of  all  these,  were  engaged  in  a project 
so  monstrous,  so  romantic  and  absurd,  (for 
here  1 am  content  to  use  his  own  expressions) 
4 that  it  is  hard  to  say  whether  it  had  more  of 
‘ villainy,  or  folly,  in  it/  I shall  submit  it  to 
your  lordships  to  consider.  All  I design  in  tak- 
ing notice  of  this  part  of  his  Sermon,  is  only  to 
clear  the  memory  of  many  excellent  persons 
who  are  dead ; to  vindicate  the  reputation  of 
some  still  living,  and  in  the  highest  stations  of 
the  church ; from  that  load  of  infamy  which 
this  ra-h  man  has  with  so  much  virulence  of 
speech  cast  upon  them  ; And  to  let  your  lord- 
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ships  see  thnt  nothing  was  intended  in  all  that 
affair  but  wlmt  was  both  honourable  to  those 
who  engaged  in  it ; and  I am  persuaded  would 
have  been  for  the  interest  and  pence  of  our 
church  and  state,  had  it  been  accomplished. 

“ I come  now  to  that  which  is  the  proper 
subject  of  the  present  debate;  namely  to  offer 
such  passages  to  your  lordships,  as  I humbly 
conceive  do  plainly  and  fully  make  out  the  se- 
cond Article  of  the  Commons*  Impeachment 
against  the  preacher ; and  prove  him  to  have 
spoken  with  more  freedom  than  he  ought,  not 
only  of  the  dissenters  themselves,  hut  of  the  To- 
leration, or  (as  he  had  rather  we  should  cull  it) 
the  indulgence  granted  by  law  to  them. — And 
here,  as  l remember,  it  whs  not  denied  cither 
by  his  counsf  I,  or  himself,  hut  that  he  had  spo- 
ken, and  spoken  vuih  warmth  too,  against  To- 
leration. The  only  question  is,  what  the  To- 
leration is  ‘ngaimt  which  he  spake  ? Whether 
it  was  that  which  has  been  granted  by  law  to 
the  dissenters  ? Or  whether  it  was  only  against 
h general  Toleration  of  Atheists,  Deists,  Soei- 
nians  ; men  of  no  principles,  perhaps  of  no  reli- 
gion ? (Jr  at  most  gainst  such  of  the  dissen- 
ters as  abused  the  indulgence  granted  them  by 
law  ; and  mnde  use  of  it  to  purposes  not  nt  all 
warranted  by  it.  The  former  of  these  tho 
Commons  charge  upon  him:  The  latter  he  pre- 
tends; the  better  to  clear  himself  of  their 
charge. — To  determine  this  point,  I must  in 
the  first  place  beg  leave  to  observe;  that  among 
the  several  sorts  of  false  brethren,  enumerated 
by  the  preacher  with  relation  to  God,  religion 
or  the  church  ; the  second  kind  is  of  those, 
who  give  up  any  point  of  the  church's  disci- 
pline and  worship,  paged.  To  this  he  adds, 
that  those  are  -false- brethren  who  defend  Tole- 
ration, and  Liberty  of  Conscience.  And  that 
we  may  the  better  know  what  Toleration,  and 
Liberty  of  Conscience,  he  means  ; He  specifies 
the  very  persons  to  whom  he  refers,  and  of 
whom  bespeaks;  the  dissenters:  If,  says  he, 

* to  comply  with  the  disseuters  both  in  public 
4 and  private  affairs,  as  persons  of  tender  coin 
1 science  and  piety,  to  promote  their  interest  in 
4 elections,  to  sneak  to  them  lor  places  and  pre- 
4 ferment,  to  defend  Toleration  and  liberty  of 

* conscience,  and  under  the  pretence  of  inode- 

* ration,  excuse  their  separation,  are  the  crite- 
4 rions  of  a true  churchman  ; God  deliver  us 

* all  from  such  false  brethren.’  The  Toleration 
therefore,  and  Liberty  of  Conscience,  agHinst 
which  he  speaks,  must  necessarily  be  that  of 
the  dissenters;  those  who  separate  from  our 
church  : He  names  no  others  ; but  carries  the 
same  persons  through  his  whole  sentence,  both 
before  and  after  those  expressions.  Either 
therefore  it  is  no  reflection  upon  the  act  of  in- 
dulgence to  say  thnt  all  those  who  defend  the 
Toleration  of  the  dissenters,  and  are  for  allow  - 
ing liberty  of  conscience  to  them,  are  false  bre- 
thren with  relation  to  God,  religion,  nr  the 
church,  page  6,  7,  and  such  against  whom  we 
ought  to  pray  to  God  to  deliver  us  all,  page  8j 
Or  if  this  cannot  with  any  reason  be  either  said, 
or  supposed,  then  it  must  remain,  that  Dr.  8. 


SG7]  PARL.  HISTORY,  9 Anne,  1710. — Proceedings  on  the  Impeachment  [$GS 


ha«  here  said  what  the  Commons  charge  him  j 
withal;  and  that  in  express  terms,  viz.  1 hat 
he*  is  a fnho  broflwr  who  defends  the  Tolera- 
tion, not  of  Dews  Sociuians,  and  I know  not 
what  monsters  of  irreligion,  but  of  the  Dissen- 
ter*. Those  same  Disstniers  who  by  tl*e  act 
of  Indulgence  h ve  a right  to  that  libeity  of 
conscience  of  which  this  gentleman  speaks  so 
very  hardly;  and  prays  God  to  defend  us  from 
ail  such  false  brctiircn  as  shall  presume  to  ex- 
cuse it. 

44  But  not  to  insist  upon  a single  passage 
which  may  be  supposed  to  have  dropt  un- 
warily from  him.  Ijn  the  second  part  of  his 
Sermon,  he  proceeds  to  shew  the  great  perils  < 
and  mischiefs  of  those  false  brethren,  against 
whom  he  was  before  speaking,  both  to  the 
church  and  state:  pag.  lo-  And  that  these 
again  are  the  same  persons  who  have  a right 
to  the  legal  indulgence  is  so  very  clear,  that 
1 do  not  see  how  it  is  possible  lor  any  one  to 
make  the  least  doubt  of  it.  p.  1C.  He  des- 
cribes them  as  occasional  conformists  to  the 
church,  pag.  19.  As  those  who  had  the  old 
leaven  of  their  forefathers  ^till  working  in  them: 
und,  in  the  next  sentence,  hcexprcsslv  takes  no- 
tice of  the  religions  liberty  which  our  gracious 
sovereign  has  indulged  them.  This  in  the  very 
tame  sentence  he  calls  their  Toleration ; (for 
the  Doctor  himself  is  not  tied  up  to  any  nice- 
ties of  expression  ; lie  may  call  it  so,  though 
others  may  nut :)  These  are  the  persons,  and 
the  only  persons,  of  whom  he  speaks  in  all  that 
part  of  his  discourse  ; let  ns  see  w hat  he  says 
of  the  indulgence  granted  by  law  to  them. 

u And  first  he  tells  us,  page  18.  4 That  it 

* cannot  he  denied,  but  that  though  they  do 

* submit  to  the  government,  their  obedience  is 
4 forced,  and  constrained ; and  so  treacherous, 

4 and  uncertain,  ns  never  to  be  trusted.  That 
4 they  are  as  much  occasional  loyalists  to  the 

* stare  as  they  arc  occasional  conformists  to  the 
‘church;  and  will  betray  either  whenever  it  is 
4 in  their  power,  and  they  think  it  for  their  ad*- 

* vantage.  That  nothing  hut  a Scottish  infatun- 
4 tion  cun  so  far  blind  our  eyes  and  our  judg- 
4 meots,  as  to  make  us  believe  that  the  same 
4 causes  should  not  produce  the  same  effects; 

4 that  the  same  latitudinarinn  and  republican 
4 notions,  should  not  bring  forth  the  same  re- 
4 bellious  and  perniciousconsequeuces.  That  we 
4 shall  be  convinced  to  our  sorrow,  if  ucilo  not 
4 appnhend  that  the  old  leaven  bread  of  their 
4 fore-fathers  is  still  working  in  the  present  ge- 
4 ncration;  and  that  this  traditional  poison  still 
4 remains  in  this  brood  of  vipers  to  sting  ns  to 
4 death.  That  they  have  advanced  themselves 
4 from  the  religious  libeity  which  our  gracious 
4 sovereign  has  indulged  them,  to  claim  a civil 
‘right;  and  to  jos'le  the  church  out  of  her 
4 establishment,  by  hoisting  their  Toleration 
4 into  its  place.  That  to  convince  us  what  alone 
4 will  satisfy  them,  they  insolently  demand  the 
4 repeal  of  the  Corporation  and  Test  acts,  w Inch, 

1 under  her  majtsty,  is  the  only  security  the 
4 church  has  to  depend  upon.*  And  which  (if 
‘ weuMiy  believe  him,)  they  bare  £9  fur  eluded  by 


4 their  abominable  hypocrisy,  as  to  have  under- 
4 mined  her  foundations,  and  endanger  the  go* 
4 verninent,  by  filling  it  with  its  professed  ene- 
4 mies/,  His  meaning  is  plainly  this  ; that  the 
dissenters,  whom  we  are  so  fooli-h  as  to  in- 
dulge, are  a parcel  of  false  and  treacherous 
persons ; enemies  both  to  our  church  and  state; 
and  such  as  if  not  timely  suppressed  will  con- 
vince us  to  our  sorrow  of  the  weakness  and 
folly,  of  taking  such  vipers  into  our  bosom,  as 
watch  only  for  a lair  opportunity  to  sung  us  to 
death. 

44  Hut  what  then  must  we  do  to  secure  ourseJtc* 

| against  these  dangerous  enemies?  Why  6rsr, 

; the  Doctor  assures  us,  that  they  are  never  to 
be  gained  by  any  favour  that  can  be  shewed 
to  them.  4 That  he  must  he  very  weak,  or  sorre- 
4 tiling  worse,  that  thinks  or  pretends,  that  the 
4 dissenters  (tor  of  these  he  still  speaks)  are  to 
4 be  won  over  by  any  other  grants  and  iudul- 
* gences  than  giving  up  our  whole  constitu- 
4 lion/  This  shews  the  folly  of  trying  the  soft 
wav  of  indulgence  with  them  : and  therefore 
he  concludes  ; that*  He  who  recedes  the  least 
4 tittle  from  it  (our  constitution)  to  satisfy, 
4 or  ingratiate  with,  these  clamorous,  insatia- 
4 hie,  churclh devouring  malignant s,  kuow» 
4 not  what  spirit  they  are  of;  or  be  ought 
4 to  shew  who  is  the  true  member  of  our 
4 Church/ 

“ This  I think  conics  fully  up  to  what  is  ob- 
jected against  him  ; namely,  that  Doctor  $. 
does  in  his  Sermon  suggest  and  maintain, 
4 That  i he  Toleration  granted  by  law  is  unrea- 
4 tunable,  and  the  allowance  of  it  unwnrrants- 
4 ble/  For  so  it  must  i-cds  be,  if  the  dis- 
senters he  such  men  as  he  tells  us  they  are ; 
and  will  he  satisfied  with  noth  mg  less,  than  he 
assures  us  they  will.  And  yet  what  next  fol- 
lows, is,  if  possible,  still  more  express  to  the 
same  purpose.  It  is  objected  against  him  by 
the  Commons,  that  lie  had  affirmed  in  his  Ser- 
mon, that 44  Queen  Elizabeth  was  deluded  by 
4 arch-bishop  Grindnl,  (whom  he  scorrilousiy 
4 calls  a false* so n of  the  Church,  and  a pert* 
4 dioiis  prelate;)  to  the  toleration  of  the  Gene* 
4 viau  discipline/  The  fact  is  not  denied  ; but 
the  expressions  are  excused;  and  the  truth 
of  the  allegation  is  endeavoured  to  be  made 
out  by  historical  memoirs : and  it  is  Imped 
that  your  lordships  will  not  account  it  a high 
; crime  and  misdemeanor,  to  have  spoken  to* 
hardly  of  a prelate  who  has  been  so  many 
years  iu  his  grave. 

44  I am,  my  lords,  very  far  from  thinking, 
that  the  Commons  ever  intended  to  charge 
Dr.  S.  as  guilty  of  high  crimes  and  misdemea- 
nours. for  speaking  scandalously  of  that  good 
archbishop.  Their  concern  was  not  for  hit 
person,  what  respect  soever  they  may  have 
had  (as  all  true  liicnds  of  the  Reformation 
must  needs  have  a very  great  one)  for  his 
memory.  But  the  truth  of  the  matter  i» 
this.  The  preacher  complains,  page  19,  of 
this  Sermon  ; that  queen  Elizabeth  was  de- 
luded by  archbishop  Grindal,  to  tbe  To- 
= leratiou  of  the  Gvncvian  discipline.  ‘ lie 


& 
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4 adds,  that  the  archbishop  was  a perfidious 
1 prelate,  for  deluding  her  to  tolerate  that 
4 discipline.  That  she  found  it  such  n head- 
4 strong  and  encroaching  monster,  that  in 
4 eight  years  she  saw  it  would  endanger  the 
4 monarchy  as  well  as  tiic  hierarchy:  and  like 
4 a queen  of  true  resolution,  and  pious  zeal  for 
4 both,  she  pronounced  that  such  were  the 
4 restless  spirits  of  that  factious  people,  that 
4 no  quiet  was  to  be  expected  from  them, 
* till  they  were  utterly  suppressed.  That  this 
1 therefore,  like  a prudent  princess,  she  did  by 
1 wholesome  seventies ; and  the  effect  was, 
4 that  by  this  means  the  crown  for  many  years 
' sat  easy  aud  flourishing  on  her  head.  But 
4 that  her  successor  king  James,  did  not  follow 
4 hsr  wise  politics  :*  and  the  result  was  as  de- 
plorable on  his  side,  ns  it  had  been  glorious  on 
hers.  For  by  this  means,  4 His  son  fell  a 
4 martyr  to  their  fury  : his  unhappy  offspring 
‘suffered  such  disastrous  calamities,  as  made  the 
1 royal  family  one  continued  sacrifice  to  their 
4 malice.’  And  all  this  for  want  of  those  whole- 
some severities  which  the  wise  queen  Ins 
predecessor  had  used  utterly  to  suppress  that 
factious  people. 

“ This,  my  lords,  is  the  Doctor’s  narrative, 
and  I have  given  it  you  in  his  own  words. 
The  application  is  plain,  and  home.  The 
d;s$fnters  are  now  again  tolerated,  as  they 
were  heretofore  under  queen  Elizabeth.  There 
u a perhdious  prelate  (perhaps  in  his  opinion  a 
great  many)  who,  like  archbishop  Grinds!, 
help  to  delude  another  queen,  into  the  Tolera- 
tion of  them.  These  eight  years  past  (for  the 
very  number  of  year*  is  remarkable)  her  ma- 
jesty has  borne  the  restless  spirits  of  this  factious 
people:  and  had  no  quiet  from  them.  It  is 
now  high  time  for  her  to  alter  her  measures, 
ai  qoeea  Elizabeth  wisely  did.  It  is  the  only 
way  to  make  the  crow  n sit  easy,  and  flourishing 
upon  her  head.  And  if  this  be  not  plainly  to 
speak  out  what  he  would  have  done  with  the 
act  of  indulgence,  I must  despair  of  ever  being 
able  to  know  any  man’s  meaning  by  his  ex- 
pressions. Such  examples  are  not  only  the 
most  likely  to  enforce,  but  the  most  proper, 
and  lively  methods  to  convey  a man's  sense, 
«ven  to  the  dullest  capacity  ; and  make  him 
clearly  perceive,  if  not  what  he  ought,  yet  I 
am  sure  what  the  preacher  would  have  him 
to  do. 

“ The  truth  is,  so  plain  was  his  meaning, 
“tat  he  himself  began  to  fear  that  he  had  gone 
a little  too  far  in  w hat  he  had  said  of  this  mat- 
ter. And,  for  that  reason,  he  added  that  one 
poor  sentence  which  immediately  follows,  and 
of  which  he  lias  made  such  good  use  since : 
'That  he  would  not  lie  misunderstood  as  if  he 

intended  to  cast  the  least  invidious  reflection 


‘upon  that  indulgence  the  government  had 
‘ condescended  to  give  them,  (the  dissenter-* :’) 
!*ul  what  theu  did  he  intend  by  all  this  bitter 
imeciive  against  them  ; and  that  very  ins>  rue- 
twe  piece  of  history  with  which  lie  concluded 
uj  He  las  told  us  that  ‘the  Dissenters  are 
‘ Ube- brethren  ; destructive  Loth  of  oui  civil 


4 and  ecclesiastical  rights.  That  they  arc  oc- 
4 casional  loyalists  to  the  state,  as  well  as  oc- 
4 casional  conformists  to  the  church;  and  will 
4 betray  both,  whenever  they  have  it  in  their 
4 power,  and  it  shall  he  their  interest  to  do  it. 
4 T hat  it  must  be  a Scottish  infatuation  to  be- 
4 lieve  that  the  same  iaiidunarian  and  repub- 
4 lican  notions,  should  not  bring  forth  the  same 
4 rebellious  and  pernicious  consequences : that 
4 ue  shall  be  convinced  to  our  sorrow,  if  we  do 
4 not  apprehend  that  the  old  leaven  of  their 
4 fore-fathers,  is  still  working  in  the  present  ge- 
neration ; that  they  have  already  made  dan- 
4 gcrous  encroachments  upon  the  government ; 
4 and  published  treasonable  reflections  upon 
4 her  majesty  : that  they  have  advanced  their 
4 indulgence  into  a civil  right,  and  jostled  the 
4 Church  out  of  her  establishment,  by  hoisting 
4 their  Toleration  into  its  place  : that  they  have 
4 by  their  abominable  hypocrisy  undermined 
4 the  foundation  of  the  Church,  and  endangered 
4 the  government,  by  tilling  it  with  its  professed 
4 enemies  : that  they  are  clamorous,  insatiable 
4 Church-devouring  inalignants  ; whom  no 
4 other  grants,  or  i^duigeucies  can  win  over, 
4 but  the  giving  up  our  whole  constitution : 
4 that  ever  since  their  first  unhappy  plantation 
4 in  this  kingdom,  they  have  improved,  and 
4 rose  upon  their  demand*  in  the  permission  of 
4 the  government : that  queen  Elizabeth,  who 
4 tolerated  them  for  eight  years  together,  was 
4 forced  at  lust  to  suppress  them  by  wholesome 
4 severities:  that  this  made  her  crown  sit  easy 
4 and  flourishing  on  her  head  ; whereas  kiug 
4 James  the  first,  by  not  pursuing  the  like  rae- 
4 thods  mined  the  whole  royal  family,  that  no- 
4 thing  better  could  be  expected  from  such 
4 miscreants,  begot  in  rebellion,  born  in  sedi- 
4 tion,  and  nursed  up  in  faction  All  this  Dr. 
S.  has  said  in  these  very  plain,  and  emphaticuL 
words.  If  he  did  not  iutend  by  all  tins  to 
shew  the  necessity  of  suppressing  these  fac- 
tious people,  these  vipers,  who  nre  just  ready 
to  sting  us  all  to  death,  1 would  be  glad  to 
know  what  it  was  that  he  did  intend  by  it? 
Could  he  say  all  this,  and  with  such  a singular 
strain  of  impetuous  eloquence,  and  yet 4 not  iu- 
* tend  to  cast  so  much  ns  the  least  invidious 
4 reflections  upon  that  indulgence  which  the 
4 government  has  thought  fit  to  give  them  ?’  I 
must  freely  ow  n,  my  birds,  I could  never  have 
imagined  this : nay  I must  be  excused  if  I 
add,  That  notwithstanding  this  poor  evasion,  I 
cannot  yet  believe  it.  But  the  act  of  Indul- 
gence stood  in  his  way  : that  act  the  queen  had 
declared  her  resolution  to  maintain : your 
loidships  and  the  Commons  had  often  shewn 
your  steadiness  to  the  same  effect.  Even 
those  who  pressed  so  violently  against  Occa- 
sional Communion,  yet  thought  it  necessary 
to  say,  in  the  very  preamble  of  that  bill,  that 
the  act  of  Indulgence  ought  ini  iolably  to  bo 
observed;  and  therefore  Dr.  S.  thought  it 
needful  to  add  somewhat  that  he  knew  woul.l 
not  take  off  any  thing  from  the  force  of  his  in- 
vective : yet  might  serve  to  excuse  the  seve- 
rity of  it ; aud  be  made  use  of  to  the  purpose 
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it  now  is,  if  he  should  chnnce  to  he  called  to 
account  for  it.  This,  my  lords,  1 conceive  to 
be  the  true  meaning  of  that  one  single  passage 
so  utterly  repugnant  to  all  the  rest  of  his  dis- 
course : nor  can  I put  any  other  interpretation 
upon  it.  For  had  l the  same  opinion  of  these 
men,  their  piinciples  and  their  designs,  that 
Dr.  S.  has;  I should  be*  so  far  from  thinking 
them  fit  to  be  indulged,  that  I should  account 
it  my  duty,  and  the  duty  of  every  true  friend  to 
our  Church  and  government ; to  take  the 
same  methods  of  "i.olcsomo  severities  with 
them  that  queen  Elizabeth  did  : and  1 hope  by 
God’s  grace  that  should  I he  questioned  for  it, 
I should  not  dissemble  tny  opinion  ; but  should 
have  the  courage  honestly  to  own  it,  whatever 
I might  chance  to  suffer  for  it. 

44  I have,  my  lords,  insisted  the  longer  upon 
this  part  of  the  Doctor’s  Sermon,  because  I 
■would  not  willingly  fall  under  the  censure  of 
picking  out  disjointed  sentences,  and  pulling 
them  together  from  distant  places,  that  so  I 
might  the  better  draw  a sense  out  of  them, 
contrary  to  his  meaning.  I shall  trouble  your 
lordships  but  with  one  pm*  more  of  it,  to  the 
same  effect;  page  24,  25.  Where  he  comes 
to  consider,  what  should  be  the  result  of  his 
long  discourse  ? I shall  read  it  to  your  lord- 
ships  in  his  own  words,  page  25.  ‘ Let  us 
4 therefore  (says  he)  as  we  are  unhappy  sharers 
•of St.  Paul’s  misfortune,  to  have  our  Church 

* in  perils  amongst  false-brcthren,  follow  his 

* example,  and  conduct  in  a parallel  case.  lie 

* tells  us  in  his  Epistle  to  the  Galatians,  c.  2. 
•That  'he  was  obstmeted,  and  pestered  in 
4 preaching  the  Gospel,  by  false- brethren  una- 
4 awn  res  brought1  in,  who  came  privily  to  spy 

* out  his  liberty  which  he  had  in  Christ  Jesus, 
4 that  they  might  bring  him  into  bondage.  To 
4 whom  he  gave  place  by  subjection,  no  not 
4 for  an  hour,  that  the  truth  of  the  Gospel 
4 might  continue  with  the  Church.  Doubtless 
‘ this  brave  and  bold  resolution,  did  the  Apos- 
4 tie  take  by  the  peculiar  command,  and  inspi- 
4 ration,  of  the  Holy  Ghost;  and  yet  if  our 
4 Dissenters  had  lived  in  those  times,  they 
4 would  have  branded  him  as  an  intemperate, 

* borj  furious  zealot ; that  wanted  to  be  sweet- 
4 ened  by  the  gentle  spirit  of  charity,  and  nio- 
4 deration,  forsooth.’ 

44  Here  we  have  again  the  persons  of  whom 
the  preacher  speaks:  they  are  our  dissenters; 
not  the  Deists,  Atheists,  Socinians,  hypocrites 
of  our  times.  And  accordingly,  wlut  follows, 
plainly  refers  to  them:  for  thus  he  goes  on, 
‘ schism  and  faction  are  things  of  impudent  and 
4 incroaching  natures : take  permissions  for 
4 power ; aud  advance  a Toleration,  (for  so  the 
4 Doctor  is  still  at  liberty  to  call,  what  we 
4 must  stile  Indulgence)  immediately  into  an 
4 establishment.’  Your  lordships  will  please 
to  observe,  by  the  way,  that  this  was  the  very 
thing  he  had  before  said  of  these  same  per- 
son*, p.  19;  and  thereby  plainly  shews,  that 
he  speaks  in  both  places  of  those  Dissenters 
who  h ive  a right  to  the  Toleration,  or  Indul- 
gence, granted  by  law  to  Protestant  Dissenters. 


Let  us  now  hear  what  he  would  hare  done 
with  them.  Why  he  would  have  them  4 treated 
‘ like  growing  imschiets;  or  infectious  plagues; 

4 kept  at  h distance,  lest  their  deadly  con- 
4 tagic  n spread.’  And  the  method  he  proposes 
in  order  thereunto,  is  this,  4 Let  us  ‘here fort,* 
says  he,  * have  no  fellowship  with  these  works 
4 of  darkness  ; but  rather  reprove  them.’  These 
works,  schism  and  faction ; for  of  these,  and 
these  only,  he  hete  speaks.  This  is  the  peo- 
ple’s part ; and  the  inferior  pastors  : as  for  the 
superior  pastors,  let  them  Ho  their  duty,  m 
thundering  out  their  ecclesiastical  anathemas 
against  them.  Against  whom,  my  lands: 
What  works  of  darkness  ? S*trii  the  same  be 
before  mentioned  : our  dissenter*,  those  arc 
the  persons : their  schism  and  faction;  those 
are  the  works  of  darkness  to  which  he  refers. 
1 And  let  any  power  on  earth  dare  rrverse  a 
4 sentence  ratified  in  heaven.’ 

41  This,  my  lords,  was  the  last  part  of  the 
Commons*  Impeachment  upon  this  second  Ar- 
ticle : and  it  »s  so  plainly  expressed  by  the 
preacher  in  this  passage,  that  I confess  £t 
amazes  me  to  consider  with  what  positnreness 
he  lias  thought  fit  to  deny  that  any  such  thing 
was  meant  by  him.  The  persons  whom  the 
superior  pastors  are  summoned  to  anathe- 
matize, are  the  same  with  those,  whom  the 
other  pastors  and  people,  are  to  have  no  fel- 
lowship w it  ha  I,  hut  to  reprove.  These,  by  the 
necessary  connexion  of  his  discourse,  arc  our 
dissenters;  those  works  of  darkness,  be  states 
to  be  schism,  and  faction  : those  dissenters  to 
whom  the  government  hath  granted  a Tole- 
ration ; ns  himself,  in  the  same  passage,  takes 
notice.  Which  being  so  ; I shall  leave  the 
Doctor  to  deny,  and  protest,  as  he  pleases ; 
hut  when  all  is  done,  his  own  words  will  rise 
up  against  him,  and  appear  to  every  impartial 
person  «o  plain,  ami  positive,  as  to  put  it  be- 
yond the  pow  er  of  any  artificial  interpretation 
to  perplex  the  meaning  of  them. 

44  And  this  lets  us  into  the  true  application 
of  those  passages  of  Scripture,  with  which  lie 
colludes  his  whole  discourse.  Iri  which  hav- 
ing shew  n the  danger  of  our  Church  from  thee 
false- brethren,  and  exhorted  his  auditory  to  a 
steady  courage  and  resolution  in  the  defence 
of  it ; he  thus  at  ouce  both  enforces  his  doc- 
trine, nnd  abuses  his  adversaries.  That 
the  church  (for  to  that  he  applies,  what  Ze- 
chariah  spake  of  the  False  Prophets  that  se- 
duced the  people)  lies  bleeding  of  the  wounds 
which  she  has  received  in  the  house  of  her 
friends  : a passage  first  thrown  at  myself,  for 
defending  the  prince’s  authority,  when  some 
of  these  very  men  engaged  as  vehemently  on 
the  side  of  liberty,  against  the  rights  of  the 
crown,  as  they  now  pretend  to  stand  up  vigor- 
ously for  it;  though  the  ways  of  Zion  romv 
mourn  for  a time  (so  the  Doctor  glosses  upon 
the  text)  and  her  gates  be  desolate ; her  priests 
sigh;  and  she  in  bitterness,  because  (it  is  the 

fireacber’s  reason,  the  text  has  no  such  word) 
ier  adversaries  are  chief;  he  means,  in  the 
administration  under  her  majesty ; and  her 
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ttemies  at  present  prosper ; (so  he  again 
nproves  the  text  ; in  hopes,  [ suppose,  that 
: will  not  be  tong  before  he  shall  have  preacittd 
hem  out  of  their  place?):  though  among  nil 
er  lovers  site  has  few,  (the  prophet  com- 
ilained,  that  Jerusalem  had  none)  to  comfort 
ler;  and  many  (Jeremiah  said  all)  have  dealt 
reacberousiy  with  her,  and  are  become  her 
irenyes  ; (he  refers  to  those  of  whom  lie  had 
lefore  spoken  p.  22.)  Though  there  are  few 
n guide  her  among  ail  the  sons  which  she  hath 
jrought  forth  ; neither  are  there  many  to  rake 
itr  by  the  hand  of  all  tire  sons  that  she  hath 
ought  up  ; (Isaiah  in  both  places,  says 
ior.e:)  though  her  enemies  cry  down  wjtb 
her, down  with  her,  even  to  the  ground:  that 
s,  in  other  words,  though  (the  preacher,  and 
i few  of  Lis  friends,  excepted)  both  the  fathers 
lod  pastors  of  the  church;  and  the  men  who 
ire  at  present  in  power,  and  authority,  in  the 
«ste,  are  become  false-brcthren,  and  run  in 
with  those  enemies  of  the  church,  our  dis- 
‘cnters,  against  it ; * yet  there  is  a God  that 
‘can,  and  will  raise  her  up,  if  we  forsake  her 
'not/ — It  were  an  easy  matter  to  make  many 
proper  remarks  upon  these  passages  of  Scrip- 
ture, thus  applied,  or  rather  abused,  by  the 
preacher : hut  that  would  be  besides  my  pre- 
sent business  ; ami  will  fall  in  more  properly 
under  the  last  Article  of  this  Impeachment.  It 
is  enough  that  I have,  l hope,  fully  shown  your 
lordships  how  Dr.  S.  has  treated,  if  not  the  in- 
dulgence itself,  yet  I am  sure,  those  who  are 
entitled  to  the  benefit  of  it : and  who  if  they 
shall  have  the  misfortune,  by  this  kind  of 
preaching,  to  be  once  generally  thought  such 
wicked,  false,  and  dangerous  enemies  to  our 
Church  and  Statens  they  are  here  represented, 

I cannot  think  that  their  indulgence  will  hold 
bftg.  If  they  have  numbers  to  secure  them,  it 
w well  for  them  : but  otherwise  I am  sure,  as 
the  case  is  here  stated,  it  must  he  our  w isdom, 
a*  well  ns  duly,  to  suppress  them. — How  cri- 
minal such  an  invective  as  this  will  he  ac- 
counted in  the  eye  of  the  law,  I dare  not  pre- 
sume to  suggest  : much  less  shall  I pretend  to 
intimate  what  censure  it  may  deserve.  Some- 
what 1 think  should  be  done  to  put  a stop  to 
such  preaching,  as  if  not  timely  corrected  may 
kindle  such  heats  and  animosities  among  us, 
w ®*y  truly  endanger  both  our  Church  and 
State.” 

The  Bishop  of  Norwich  (Dr.  Charles  Trim- 
wll/*  made  this  Speech  : 

44  My  Lords ; I am  very  sensible  under  w hat 
disadvantage  in  the  opinion  of  many,  a bishop 
®u*t  speak  against  a clergyman  that  stands  ac- 

* Hr.  Trimnell  had  been  tutor  to  the  earl  of 
Sunderland.  Swift,  in  his  Journal  to  Stella,  of 
Hie  3 1 st  of  January,  17  11-12,  says,  “ Trimnell, 
buhop  of  Norwich,  who  was  with  lord  Suniler- 
at  Moor- park  in  their  travels,  preached 
jwerday  before  the  House  of  Lords;  and  to 
d*y  die  question  was  put  to  thank  him  and  print 
1“5  Sermon ; but  passed  against  him ; lor  it 
terrible  Whig  Sermon.” 
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cused  of  crimes  committed  by  him  in  the  seem- 
ing execution  of  his  office ; especially  after 
having  been  so  publicly  required  to  be  an  ad- 
vocate as  well  as  a judge.  And  I urn  the  more 
sensible  of  this  prejudice  lying  against  me,  for 
having  been  so  lately  called  imo  that  order,  anti 
for  being  so  unworthy  of  it.  But  I tlunk 
my«elf  obliged  notwithstanding,  under  all  the^e 
disadvantages,  to  deliver  not  only  my  judgment, 
but  also  the  reasons  that  determine  me  to  it : 
which  1 shall  do  as  plainly  as  I can;  with  that 
deference  to  your  lordships,  which  I am  sure  it 
must  upon  ail  occasions  particularly  become 
me  to  pay  ; and  at  the  same  time  with  that 
freedom  which  I think  the  importance  of  this 
cause  does  at  this  time  require.  Dr.  Snche- 
verell  stands  impeached  by  the  Commons  of 
Great- Britain,  of  high  crimes  and  misde- 
meanors expressed  in  the  several  Articles  of 
the  Charge  exhibited  against  him  : and  your 
lordships  have  heard  what  they  have  said  in 
support  of  that  charge,  as  well  as  what  has 
been  offered  in  the  Doctor’s  defence.  Your 
lordships  have  also  debated  among  yourselves 
the  merits  of  the  cause,  as  to  the  first  of  these 
Articles;  and  have  come  to  a Resolution,  that 
the  Commons  have  made  good  that  part  of 
their  Charge:  in  which  Resolution  as  I did 
heartily  concur  ; so  I was  ready  to  have  hum- 
bly represented  to  your  lordships  my  reasons 
for  so  doing,  had  there  been  either  room  or 
occasion  for  it. 

“ Your  lordships  are  now  upon  the  second 
Article  ; w herein  the  Doctor  is  charged  for 
suggesting  and  maintaining  that  the  Toleration 
granted  by  law,  is  unreasonable,  and  the  allow- 
ance of  it  unwarrantable;  with  other  parti- 
culars that  have  immediate  relation  to  this 
general  charge,  and  which  are  indeed  so  many 
proofs  of  it.  In  this  view  therefore,  my  lords, 
I beg  leave  to  consider  them  ; and  the  first  of 
these  instances,  in  support  of  this  charge,  is, 
that  he  asserts  that  he  is  a false  brother  with 
relation  to  God,  Religion,  or  the  Church,  who 
defends  Toleration  and  Liberty  of  Conscience  ; 
and  this,  my  lords,  the  Doctor  does  assert  in 
so  many  words.  It  is  one  of  the  many  marks 
he  gives  whereby  we  may  discern  who  is  a 
false  brother  in  those  respects ; not  a small 
part  of  one  general  mark,  us  w as  alledged  very 
inconclusively,  1 think,  in  his  defence.*  For  if 
it  was  to  he  grunted,  (though  it  cannot  be  fairly 
pretended)  that  the  Doctor  makes  the  defend- 
ing of  Toleration  and  Liberty  ofConscience,one 
branch  only  of  the  character  of  a false  brother ; 
I do  not  see  how  it  could  make  even  a 
part  of  that  character,  if  there  w as  no  false 
brotherhood  iu  it.  And  1 shall  not  troublo 
my>elf  or  your  lordships  with  goinn  about  to 
settle  the  m grees  of  false  brotherh  ood  that  are 
in  this  part  of  the  diameter,  bt  cause  I think 
every  decree  of  it  is  unreasonable  and  not  to 
wmranted. — And  therefore  the  Doctor  cannot 
make  it  so  much  ns  a part  of  the  character  of  a 
false  brothertu  defend  Toleration  and  Liberty  of 
Conscience,  as  it  is  con  leased  that  he  does,  hut 
he  must  at  the  same  time  suggest  and  main- 
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tain  that  the  Toleration  is  unreasonable,  and 
the  allowance  of  it  unwarrantable.  For  it  can 
never  he  any  degree  of  false  brotherhood,  to 
defend  what  is  reasonable  and  warrantable: 
nor  would  even  the  Doctor,  as  inconsistent  a man 
as  several  of  the  noble  lords  that  have  spokeq 
for  him  represent  him  him  to  be,  ever  have 
made  it  one  ; if  he  had  not  himself  condemned 
that  which  he  blames  others  for  defending. 

“ The  second  instance  all  edged  is,  that  he 
calls  archbishop  Grindall  a false  son  of  the 
Church,  and  a perfidious  prelate,  for  deluding 
queen  Elizabeth  into  the  toleration  of  the  Ge- 
nevian  discipline.  I shall  not,  my  lords,  go 
about  to  add  any  thing  to  the  lull  and  just 
vindication  you  have  heard  of  that  excellent 
prelate.  But  can  any  of  jour  lordships  be- 
lieve, that  a Presbyter  of  the  Church  ot  Eng- 
land, professing  more  than  ordinary  zeal  for 
episcopacy  and  the  constitution  of  this  Church  ; 
should  bestow  such  language  on  one  who  was 
the  first  bishop  uud  the  ornament  of  it  so  long ; 
only  for  disposing  that  glorious  queeu  to  a mild 
treatment  of  the  Puritans  of  that  time,  w hich 
is  the  utmost  that  is  pretended  to  be  laid  to  his 
charge,  if  he  had  thought  Toferation  a rea- 
sonable thing,  or  what  was  fit  to  be  established 
by  law  ? This,  my  lords,  I confess  can  never 
enter  into  my  thoughts,  as  ready  ns  I am  to  en- 
large them  for  the  admitting  of  any  favourable 
construction  that  will  not  shut  out  common 
sense! 

“ The  third  instance  is  his  making  it  the 
duty  of  the  superior  pastors  to  thunder  out 
their  ecclesiastical  anathemas  against  persons 
entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  Toleration.  And 
to  shew  that  he  has  done  this,  I need  only  refer 
your  lordships  to  that  part  of  his  Sermon  w here 
the  superior  pastors  are  called  upon  to  do  so  : 
(viz.)  the  fourth  and  last  general  head,  where 
he  draws  the  consequence  of  all  that  he  had 
spoken  before,  in  the  following  words.  ‘ Now 
what  should  be  the  result  of  this  long  discourse, 
but  that  if  we  bear  any  true  concern  for  the 
interest,  honour,  and  safety  of  our  church  and 
government,  we  ought  stedfastly  to  adhere  to 
those  fundamental  principles,  upon  which  both 
are  founded,  and  upon  which  their  security 
under  God  alone  depends ; and  consequently 
that  it  highly  behoves  us,  cautiously  to  watcli 
against,  to  mark,  and  avoid  all  those  that  thus 
treacherously  desert  them.  And  indeed  it 
would  be  both  for  our  advantage,  ns  well  as 
their  credit,  if  such  men  would  throw  off  the 
mask,  entirely  quit  our  church  of  which  they 
are  no  true  members,  and  not  fraudulently  cat 
her  bread,  and  lay  wait  for  her  ruin,  purloin 
her  revenues,  and  ungratefully  lift  up  their 
heels  against  her.  For  then  we  should  be  oue 
fold  under  one  shepherd  ; all  those  invidious 
distinctions,  that  now  distract  and  confound  us, 
lost;  and  we  should  be  terrible  like  an  army  of 
banners  to  our  enemies ; who  could  . never 
break  in  upon  such  an  uniform  and  well  com- 
pacted boay.  This  indeed  would  be  a true 
peace,  and  solid  union,  when  we  should  all 
with  one  mind  and  one  mouth  glorify  God, 
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and  not  with  a confused  diversity  of  contralto, 
tious  opinions,  and  inconsistent  jargon  of  m>; 
ship,  which  the  God  of  peace,  punt  v,  and  offlr,> 
cannot  but  abhor.  As  it  is  a maxim  iu  p 
tics,  that  nil  governments  are  best  supported 
by  the  same  methods  and  councils  upon  »Uh 
they  are  founded ; so  it  will- appear  undtaiab.j 
true  iu  its  application  to  our  constitution,  whei 
can  be  maintained  by  no  other  principles  but 
those  on  which  it  is  built,  nnd  like  their  bastf, 
the  gospel,  if  there  is  any  violation,  or  breach 
made  in  any  branch  of  it,  it  shakes  and  endan- 
gers the  whole  frame  and  body.  These  tb-iip, 
however  little  they  may  he  leprcscmcd  bj  o r 
adversaries,  will  be  found  of  the  most  coniidtt- 
able  consequence.  Let  us  therefore,  a* 
are  unhappy  sharers  of  St.  Paul's  misfortune, 
to  have  our  church  in  perils  among  false  bre- 
thren, follow  his  example  and  conduct  in  t 
parallel  case.  He  tells  us  in  his  epistle  to  tie 
Galatians,  c.  2,  that  ho  was  obstructed  ou4 
pestered  in  bis  preaching  the  gospel,  by  Gise 
brethren  uuaivarcs  brought  in,  » ho  came  pri- 
vily to  spy  out  his  liberty,  which  he  had  J 
Christ  Jesus,  that  they  might  briog  ban  uui 
bondage;  to  whom  he  gave  place  by  subjec- 
tion, no  not  for  an  hour,  that  the  truth  ot  lb 
gospel  might  continue  with  the  church.  Doubt- 
less this  brave  and  bold  resolution  did  the 
npostle  take  by  the  peculiar  command,  and 
inspiration  of  the  Holy  Ghost;  and  jet  if  on 
Dissenters  had  lived  in  those  times,  they  woc.i 
have  branded  him,  as  an  intemperate,  bof,  fu- 
rious zealot,  that  wanted  to  be  sweetened  b» 
the  gentle  spirit  of  charity  aud  moderation 
forsooth.  Schism,  and  faction,  are  things  ot 
impudent  and  cncroachiug  natures,  they  thrive 
upon  concessions,  take  permission  for  po*w, 
and  advance  a Toleratiou  immediately  into  »n 
establishment.  And  arc  therefore  to  he  treatei 
like  growing  mischiefs,  or  infectious  plagues, 
kept  at  a distnuce,  lest  their  deadly  contagwe 
spreads.  Let  us  therefore  have  no  fellowship 
with  those  works  of  darkness,  but  raibcr  ft* 
prove  them.  Let  our  superior  pastors  do  their 
duty  in  thundering  out  their  ecclesiastic^ 
anathemas,  and  let  any  power  ou  earth  dure 
reverse  a sentence  ratified  iu  heaven.’ 

" Can  any  thing,  my  lords,  be  plainer  than 
that  the  Dissenters,  and  they  only,  are  here 
spoken  of ; nnd  what  does  the  doctor  saj  in 
his  own  defence,  to  avoid  it?  ius  words  i*  bis 
printed  speech  are  these;  4 Schismatics,  my 
lords,  are  not  the  only  persons  against  who®* 
ecclesiastical  censures  may  be  denounced;  the 
works  of  darkness  which  1 referred  to  as  fit  to 
be  reproved,  in  that  part  of  my  Sermon  where 
I speak  of  these  censures,  are  of  tlie  same 
kind  with  those  mentioned  by  the  apostle, 
whose  words  I produced  ; all  lewd  and  unmo- 
ral practices,  ic.’  It  is  very  true,  my  lords 
schismatics  are  not  the  only  persons  again* 
whom  ecclesiastical  censures  may  be  denounc- 
ed, but  I must  still  sny  they  are  the  only  p»-,r* 
sons  referred  to,  in  the  paragraph  I have  read 
to  your  lordships ; and  therefore  I own  I ara 
a good  deal  concerned,  to  find  the  Doctor 
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m.ikingso  vain,  so  insincere  n defence.  For 
it  rs  not  works  of  darkness  in  general  he  is  cau- 
tioning against,  but  expressly,  by  a word  of 
bis  own  inserting,  not  the  apostle’s,  those  works 
of  darkness  mentioned  immediately  before ; 
schism  and  faction,  which  with  him  go  always 
together. — These  are  the  sins  against  which  he 
alls  upon  his  superior  pastois  to  thunder  out 
their  ecclesiastical  anathemas ; nor  can  the 
charge  be  avoided  by  that  distinction  which 
•as  offered  in  his  behalf,  between  11  censure 
purely  spiritual,  and  an  ecclesiastical  censure, 
ror  admitting  there  is  ground  for  that  dHtinc- 
Uoa  in  a scholastical  consideration  of  the  ge- 
neral question  of  Christian  censures ; yet  there 
i§  no  room  to  make  use  of  it  in  this  case,  be- 
cause he  calls  expressly  for  ecclesiastical  ana- 
themas, which  can  he  applied  to  none  but 
inch  as  are  part  of  the  order  and  discipline  of 
ihn  church. — And  it  is  certain,  my  lords,  that 
these  censure*  cannot,  since  the  act  of  Tole- 
ration, be  inflicted  upon  Dissenter.*,  how  much 
locver  their  schism  remains  ; because  it  is  ex- 
pressly provided  by  an  act  of  parliament,  (an 
ict,  my  lords,  of  the  whole  Christian  society,  to 
• huh  the  superior  pastors  were  personally 
concurring,)  that  they  shall  not  he  treated  as 
schismatics  in  the  way  of  those  ecclesiastical 
censures,  to  which  their  separation  would 
>tiirn*i$e  have  certainly  subjected  them. 
And  though  1 cannot  undertake  upon  memory 
:obe  very  particular,  yet  I dare  venture  to 
»J,  (here  have  anciently  been  relaxations  of 
he  discipline  of  the  church,  even  when  the 
irime  was  thought  to  deserve  the  continuance 
'fit;  for  public  expedience,  aad  better  pre- 
.erving  the  peace  of  the  Christian  world  : and 
hat  in  such  cases  any  presbyter  or  bishop 
*oold  himself  have  been  censured,  if  he  hud 
tot  acquiesced  in  such  relaxations. 

u My  lords,  a presbyter  of  the  church  of 
&rigland,  is  the  more  obliged  to  acquiesce  in 
'il  such  relaxations  amongst  us  as  are  legally 
uade.  became  he  has  so'emnly  promised  at  his 
wlination,  that  he  will  give  his  faithful  dili- 
gence always  so  to  minister  the  doctrine  and 
acraments,  and  discipline  of  Christ,  as  the 
-ord  hath  commanded,  and  as  this  church  and 
eaim  hath  received  the  same. — I have  already 
'lacrved  to  your  lordships,  how  the  discipline 
'*  the  church  stands  at  present  as  to  the  point 
u question.  ^And  as  the  relaxation  of  it  in 
hst  particular,  was  agreeable  to  that  temper 
ditch  the  bishops  who  petitioned  king  James, 
ave  the  d&senters  ground  to  expect : So  I am 
erily  persuaded  that  the  church  is  so  fur  from 
laving  been  hurt  by  this  indulgence,  that  it 
tw  received  advantage  as  well  as  credit,  from 
hat  moderation  which  gave  way  to  it.  I 
ould  give  several  instances  of  this  within  my 
»vn  observation,  while  I was  arch-deacon, 
mder  a reverend  prelate,  that  now  sits  before 
n* ; and  since  I have  hud  the  honour  to  be  on 
his  bench  : In  which  compass  of  time  several 
ucn  of  sobriety  and  learning  bred  up  to  be 
uioisters  amongst  the  dissenters,  have  left  the 
'eparaiion,  and  upon  due  trial  have  been  ad- 


mitted to  orders  in  our  church  : in  which  they 
have  officiated  with  entire  conformity  to  our 
rules,  and  to  the  honour  of  our  holy  religion.— 
These  instances  have  been  so  frequent  and 
remarkable,  since  the  dissenters  have  been 
exempted  from  the  penalties  of  certain  laws, 
above  what  Imd  been  observed  before;  that  I 
think  it  very  ill  becomes  any  clergyman  to 
preach  against  that  exemption,  as  the  Doctor 
(notwithstanding  his  reserve  for  consciences 
truly  scrupulous)  has  done  ; mid  to  call  upon 
his  superiors  to  act  in  contradiction  to  it.  He 
shoultl  have  forbore  doing  this,  at  least  out  of 
regard  to  her  majesty,  who  had  been  graciously 
pleaded  to  declare  from  the  throne,  that  sha 
would  preserve  the  Toleration  inviolable : A 
resolution  I slmll  ever  think  it  my  duty  upon 
all  proper  occasions  to  express  my  approbation 
of,  as  just  and  wise  and  charitable,  and  every 
way  agreeable  to  the  spirit  and  genius  of  the 
Christian  religion. 

“ I shall  not,  my  lords,  enter  into  the  en- 
quiry of  wlmt  sentences  are  ratified  in  hearen : 
But  as  one  may  venture  to  say,  that  all  that 
have  been  pronounced  on  earth,  are  not  ratified 
there,  so  by  all  that  I have  seen  of  the  Doc- 
tor’s spirit  in  these  matters,  I have  great 
reason  to  fear,  that  if  the  power  of  the  keys 
was  iu  his  hands,  it  would  often  be  very  sadly 
abused. — However  he  Ims  so  good  nn  opinion 
of  his  own  spirit,  as  to  put  his  superiors  in  mind 
of  another  part  of  their  duty,  immediately  after 
that  I have  mentioned;  and  that  is,  to  promote 
men  of  probity,  conscience  and  courage,  with- 
out which  he  thinks  they  cannot  be  lit  members 
of  the  church  militant ; in  which  I can  as  little 
agree  with  him  as  in  the  former  demand.  For 
if  I may  judge  of  the  probity,  conscience,  and 
courage  he  thinks  so  deserving,  by  what  ap- 
pears in  his  Sermon,  compared  with  his  speech 
to  your  lordships ; I cannot  think  them  quali- 
fications for  a minister  of  the  church  of  Christ 
in  any  respect;  and  I hope  1 shall  be  so  happy 
as  to  find  all  the  reverend  prelates  with  whom 
I have  the  honour  to  sit,  agreeing  with  me  in 
this.  But  though  I hope  such  a conduct  will 
never  recommend  any  person  to  favour ; yet 
I do  not  desire  that  even  that  which  I heartily 
blame,  should  he  punished  so  much  as  I think 
it  deserves.  And  though  he  who  pleads  so 
warmly  for  wholesome  severities  towards  those 
who  differ  from  him,  has  the  least  title  to  your 
lordships’  compassion;  yet  I hope  be  will  find 
it  as  fur  as  the  just  concern  you  have  for  the 
public  tranquillity  will  allow  you  to  shew  it.— - 
This  I say  from  that  which  1 bless  God  is  the 
natural  temper  of  my  mind,  and  not  from  the 
care  that  has  been  taken  by  some  to  intimidate 
as  fiir  as  they  could,  those  who  were  tu  have 
the  cognizance  of  the  Doctoi*s  cause,  and  were 
not  thought  to  be  favourable  to  it. 

“ I shall  not  take  upon  me  to  charge  the 
Doctor  or  any  of  his  particular  friends  with 
this  practice,  as  great  a temptation  as  one  is 
under  to  do  so  from  several  circumstances. 
And  it  is  not  the  least,  that  occurs  in  his  pray- 
ers, which  he  has  published  upon  this  occasion, 
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to  represent  not  so  much  to  God  as  to  the  world, 
that  ne  it  under  persecution,  when  he  is  pro- 
•ecu ted  for  offending  against  the  law,  l»y 
those  who  in  common  justice  ought'  to  be 
thought  the  fairest  accusers;  and  before  yvur 
lordships,  who  are  justly  acknowledged  to  be 
the  most  impartial  judges.  However,  I will 
never  believe,  till  I cannot  avoid  it ; that  any 
members  of  the  Church  of  England  who  have 
acknowledged  the  government,  much  less  any 
clergyman  who  has  so  often  professed  his  obe- 
dience to  it  in  church  and  state,  should  hnve 
been  any  way  accessary  to  those  threatenings 
that  have  been  given  out,  particularly  against 
such  bishops  as  should  happen  to  condemn  the 
Doctor’s  proceedings. 

“ As  far,  my  lords,  as  I have  seen  of  this 
cause,  I am  likely  to  be  one  of  those  bishops; 
and  though  I do  not  pretend  to  any  great  share 
of  courage,  I am  very  free  to  declare  to  your 
lordships  that  I am  in  no  comparison  so  appre- 
hensive of  what  may  befall  myself  for  con- 
demning this  person,  as  1 am  of  what  will 
probably  befal  the  public  if  your  lordships 
should  not  condemn  him.  But  that  is  in  your 
lordships' judgment,  to  which  I humbly  submit 
it:  And  only  beg  pardon  for  having  detained 
your  lordships  so  long  in  giving  my  reasons  why 
I tbiuk  the  Commons  have  made  good  this  se- 
cond part  of  their  charge.” 

It  was  then  voted,  44  That  the  Commons 
bad  made  good  the  Second  Article  of  Impeach- 
ment.” 

In  relation  to  the  Third  Article,  the  lord 
Halifax  made  a short  speech,  and  was  answered 
by  the  lord  Ferrers  and  the  earl  of  Nottingham. 
The  Fourth  Article  occasioned  a longer  de- 
bate, which  was  begun  by  the  earl  of  Wharton, 
in  the  commendation  of  the  prescat  adminis- 
tration. 

The  Bishop  of  Salisbury  seconded  him,  and 
spoke  with  vehemence  against  Dr.  Sacbeverell, 
44  who,  by  inveighing  against  the  Revolution, 
Toleration,  and  Union,  seemed  to  arraign  and 
attack  (he  queen  herself,  since  her  majesty  had 
•o  great  a share  in  the  first,  and  had  often  de- 
clared, that  she  would  muintaiu  thesicond; 
and  that  she  looked  upon  the  third  as  the  most 
glorious  event  of  her  reign.  That  nothing 
could  be  more  plain  than  bis  reflecting  on  her 
majesty's  ministers ; and  that  he  had  in  parti- 
cular so  well  marked  out  a noble  peer  there 
present,  by  an  ugly  and  scurrilous  epithet 
[Volpone]  (which  lie  would  not  repeat)  that  it 
was  not  possible  to  mistake  him.” 

Upon  this  some  of  the  younger  peers  fell  a 
laughing,  and  cried  out,  44  Name  him  ! Name 
him !”  But 

The  L^rd  Chancellor  interposed,  declaring, 
u That  no  peer  was  obliged  to  say  Imt  w hat 
he  thought  fit.” 

The  1.0 rd  Ferrers  said  something  in  favour  o * 
Dr.  Sacbeverell,  but  was  answered  by  the  carl 
of  Ilay  ; nod  then 

The  Lord  Hnvcrtham  made  a short  *peech 
about  that  part  of  the  Fourth  Article,  wherein 
Dr.  Sacbeverell  was  charged  with  wresting  and 


perverting  divers  passages  of  scriptore.  He 
said,  **  No  man  on  earth  lias  authority  to  in- 
terpret the  Scripture,  which,  he  thought,  roust 
be  interpreted  by  itself : since  the  Reformation, 
vyc  had  contended  against  the  Church  of  Rome, 
who  pretended  to  that  authority : and  shall  ae 
(added  he)  allow  infallibility  in  the  Commons, 
which  we  deny  to  the  pope  of  Rome?”  And 
in  conclusion  he  repeated  his  .desire,  that  the 
reverend  prelates  there  present  would  tell  the 
House,  * How  Dr.  Sacbeverell  could  be  charged 
with  wresting  the  scripture  F But  none  of  the 
Bishops  offered  to  satisfy  him.  The  duke  of 
Hamilton,  laving  said  something  in  favour  of 
the  Doctor,  he  was  answered  by  the  lord  Mo- 
hun.  The  duke  of  Buck  inglam,  the  lord  Fer- 
rers, the  earls  of  Scnrsdale  and  Abingdoa, 
and  the  lord  Caemiartlien,  endeavoured  like- 
wise to  extenuate  tlie  Doctor’s  offences,  but 
it  was  voted,  “That  the  Commons  had  made 
good  the  Fourth  Article  of  the  Impeachment.'’ 
However,  S3  lords  entered  their  dissent  to 
the  question  upon  the  second,  third,  and  fourth 
Articles. — At  the  close  of  the  debate, 

The  Earl  of  Wharton  said,  “ That  since  the 
House  had  resolved,  that  the  Commons  had 
made  good  their  four  Articles  of  Impeachment 
against  Dr,  Sacbeverell,  the  Lords  ought,  by  a 
necessary  consequence,  to  resolve  and  declare 
likewise,  That  die  Doctor  was  guilty  of  the 
high  crimes  and  misdemeanors  charged  upon 
him.”  But  the  earls  of  Abingdon  and  Ro- 
chester, the  lord  treasurer,  the  lord  North  and 
Grey,  and  the  lord  Ferrers,  starting  some  diffi- 
culties, it  was  proposed,  that  the  question  to 
be  asked  every  lord  in  Westminster-hall  should 
be  as  follows : “ That  the  Commons  having 
made  good  the  several  Articles  of  the  Im- 
peachment against  llenry  Sacbeverell,  doctor 
in  divinity ; the  said  Dr.  Henry  Sacbeverell  is 
guilty  of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors.” 
Accordingly,  on  the  18th  of  March,  the 
question  being  rend,  the  earl  of  Rochester 
moved,  that  the  Judges  should  be  consulted; 
but  no  peer  seconding  that  motion, 

The  Lord  Guernsey  said,  44  The  question,  a* 
stared,  was  not  fit  to  be  put  in  We$tmin>ter- 
hall,  because  it  would  subvert  the  constitution 
of  parliament,  and  preclude  the  peers  from 
their  right  of  giving  their  judgment,  both  of 
the  fact,  ns  well  as  of  the  law.  For  in  tin* 
case  some  peers  might  be  satisfied  as  to  the 
fact,  but  not  ns  to  the  law,  and  if  they  were  to 
ghe  their  judgment  ns  the  question  was  stated, 
their  freedom  of  voting  would  be  taken  awav. 
Therefore  he  moved,  4 That  the  first  part  of 
the  proposed  question  be  left  nut.'” 

Ti.e  Lord  AW/A  and  Grey,  who  spoke  next, 
said,  44  There  is  no  necessity  of  putting  the 
question  in  Westmiustt  r-hnll,  but  only  ac- 
quainting the  Commons  there,  that  Dr.  Sacbe- 
vere'd  is  guilty  in  general:  for  how  can  any 
peer,  flat  thinks  hnn  not  guilty  (as  for  my 
pail,  I do  not)  say  in  tbe  face  of  the  Common*, 
i.e  is  nor  guilty,  and  allow  at  the  same  time, 
that  the  Commons  have  made  good  their  Ar- 
ticles of  luipeucbweut.” 
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The  EaH  of  Wharton  said,  44  He  wondered 
at  the  lord  Guernsey’s  making  that  motion, 
after  the  House  had  come  to  a resolution,  that 
the  Commons  had  made  good  their  A-rticles. 
The  question,  as  stated  by  the  lord  chancellor, 
did  not  preclude  any  peer  from  his  right  of 
giving  his  judgment ; for  every  lord  was  at  li-  ' 
btrty  to  protect  and  enter  his  dissent,  if  he 
would  not  be  convinced  by  the  majority  of  the 
House;  and  that  the  Itords,  being  in  the  na- 
ture of  a jury,  ought  to  deliver  their  opinions 
term  tun . 

The  Lord  Ferrert  supported  the  lord  Guern- 
sey’s  motion,  objecting  aeainst  the  preamble  of 
the  question  as  unnecessary,  and  urging,  that  it 
was  only  the  majority  of  the  House,  and  not 
the  House,  that  came  to  a resolution,  “ That 
(he  Commons  had  made  good  their  impeach- 
ments.” 

On  tl>e  other  hand, 

The  Lord  Guernsey,  in  answer  to  the  earl  of 
Wharton,  said, 44  That  the  Ix>rds  were  not  as  a 
jury,  for  every  lord  was  both  a judge  and  a 
juror;  that  some-peers  might  think  Dr.  Sache- 
\erell  guilty  of  one  part,  and  innocent  of  the 
other;  anti  yet  if  lliey  were  to  give  their  judg- 
ment, as  this  question  was  stated,  how  could 
they  say  he  was  not  guilty,  when  the  preamble 
set  forth,  that  the  Commons  had  made  good 
their  Impeachment  ?” 

The  Karl  of  Wharton  replied,  * That  this  ob- 
jection had  been  much  more  proper  before  the 
Home  had  proceeded  so  far.’  However  the 
earl  of  Rochester  having  moved,  that  the  pre- 
amble be  left  out,  the  earl  of  Wharton  and  the 
rest  agreed  to  it;  and  the  lord  chancellor  stated 
the  question  thus:  “ Thnt  the  question  to  be 
put  to  each  lord  in  Westminster-Hail,  begin- 
ning at  the  junior  baron  first,  shall  be,  Is  Dr. 
Henry  Sachevcrell  guilty  of  High  Crimes  and 
Misdemeanors?”  The  earl  of  Nottingham 
moved,  that  the  words  “ of  high  crimes  and 
misdemeanors”  be  left  out,  and  was  seconded 
bv  the  lord  North  and  Grey.  But  the  earl  of 
Wharton  said,  44  That  what  was  offered  was  un- 
fair; for  the  Commons  having  impeached  Dr. 
Sacheverell  of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  j 
and  the  Lords  having  agreed  and  resolved,  that  | 
the  Commons  had  made  good  the  Impeachment, 
it  necessarily  followed,  that  he  was  guilty  of  the 
said  crimes  and  misdemeanors.” 

To  moderate  the  matter,  the  Duke  of  Buck- 
ingham proposed,  that  the  question  be  thus 
altered,  44  of  the  crimes  and  misdemeanors 
charged  upon  him  by  the  Impeachment  ;”  to 
which  the  earls  of  Wharton  and  Sunderland 
readily  agreed  ; but  the  earl  rtf  Jersey  excepted 
against  the  question,  as  being  complex  or  com- 
plicated. , 

The  Lord  Guernsey  pursued  the  same  objec- 
tion, for'  the  reason  he  altedged  before,  viz. 
“ That  some  peers  might  think  Dr.  Sachevcrell 
guilty  of  some  of  the  crimes  charged  upon  him 
by  the  Impeachment  of  die  Commons,  and  in- 
nocent of  the  other;  and  urged  an  instance  of 
an  indictment  concerning  several  chaises,  in 
which  case  the  jury  is  not  to  answer  generally, 
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but  particularly  to  each  offence,  because  the 
judge  goes  by  the  verdict,  and  imposes  the  fine 
accordingly.”  Therefore  his  lordship  moved, 
“ "1  hat  each  peer  should  give  his  judgment  seve- 
rally to  each  article.”  To  this 

The  Lord  Somers  answered,  44  That  the 
matter  of  fact  was  already  settled,  though  every 
peer  might  protest  and  dissent : that  the  lord 
Guernsey’s  objection,  grounded  on  the  instance 
he  brought  in  of  indictments  in  the  courts  be- 
low, was  very  improper,  because,  as  his  lord- 
ship  himself  had  suggested,  the  Lords  are  both 
judges  and  jury.  That,  as  jury,  they  might,  in 
conscience,  pronounce  the  Doctor  guilty,  though 
the)'  thought  him  guilty  only  of  one  article  : hut 
that  the  lords,  who  did  not  think  him  guilty  of 
all  the  four  articles,  might,  afterwards,  ns 
judges,  moderate  the  punishment.” 

The  Earl  of  Nottingham  replied,  “ That,  for 
his  part,  he  thought  Dr.  Sacheverell  tuilty  of 
no  crime;”  and  moved;  that  the  particle  be 
left  out,  and  the  question  put  thus ; 4‘  Is  Dr. 
Henry  Sacheverell  guilty  of*  High  Crimes  and 
Misdemeanors  charged  upon  him  by  the  Im- 
peachment?” which  was  agreed  to. 

Then  it  being  proposed  to  consider  what  an- 
swer each  lord  should  give,  the  lord  Halifax 
said,  That,  according  to  the  usage  of  parlia- 
ment, the  Lords  ought  to  answer  Content,  or 
Not  Content.  But  the  lord  Ferrers  alledged, 
41  That  Content,  or  Not  Contenr,  was  not  an 
adequate  answer  to  the  question  and  both 
the  earl  of  Nottingham,  and  the  lord  Guernsey, 
his  brother,  urged,  44  That  there  were  several 
precedents  for  Guilty,  or  Not  Guilty,  upon  my 
honour ; but  did  not  remember  any  for  Con- 
tent, or  Not  Content.” 

The  Lord  Halifax  maintained  his  assertion, 
and  said,  44  He  wondered,  the  lord  Notting- 
ham did  not  know  there  were  precedents  for 
Content  or  Not  Content ; and  instanced  in  the 
lord  Somers’s  trial,  in  which  the  Lords  gave 
their  judgment  that  way  ” 

On  the  other  hand,  the  lord  Guernsey  insisted 
upon  answering  Guilty  or  Not  Guilty;  and  was 
seconded  by  the  Lord  Treasurer,  who  said, 
44  That  there  was  a difference  between  the 
lords  voting  in  their  House  promiscuously, 
sometimes  in  confusion,  and  their  giving  their 
judgments  in  Westminster-hall ; and  that  the 
precedent  mentioned  by  the  lord  Halifax  was 
an  extraordinary  one,  made  in  an  extraordi- 
nary case.” 

The  lord  Halifax  moved  for  searching  the 
Journals  ; and  the  earl  of  Wharton  fur  follow- 
ing precedents.  The  clerk  turned  to,  and  read 
the  precedent  of  the  lord  Somers’s  Impeach- 
ment, in  which  the  peers  gave  their  judgment 
by  Content  or  Not  Content.  But  the  earl  of 
Rochester  desiring,  that  other  precedents  might 
be  searched,  and  urging,  that  there  was  a diffe- 
rence between  the  lords  voting  in  their  House 
and  in  Westminster- hall ; 

The  Duke  of  Buckingham  answered,  4 That 
I the  Trial  was  the  same  in  Westminster-hall,  ax 
if  the  Lords  were  in  their  House;  that  they 
I removed  to  the  hall  only  for  the  spaciousness 
I 3 L 
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of  the  place  : and  therefore  the  question  ought 
to  be  answered,  as  if  they  were  in  the  House, 
Content,  or  Not  Content.'  To  this  the  earl  of 
liny  replied,  * That  Content,  or  Not  Content, 
was  a very  improper  and  ungrammatical  an- 
swer to  the  question,  Is  Dr.  Sacbeverel!  guilty 
of  high  crimes,  &c.  And  therefore  either  the 
question  ought  to  be  altered,  or  the  answer  be 
Guilty,  or  Not  Guilty.  Then 

1 he  Lord  Ferrers  endeavoured  to  shew  the 
inconveniences,  that  might  attend  the  putting 
the  question,  as,  proposed,  alledging,  “ That 
some  of  the  peers  there  present,  might  here- 
after he  impeached,  and  repent  too  late  the 
having  made  such  a precedent  of  giving  judg- 
ment generally.'' 

The  Earl  of  Anglesey  pursued  the  same  ar- 
gument ; adding,  that  if  the  question  was  put, 
and  answered  generally,  the  majority  of  the 
people  would  not  know  what  the  Doctor  was 
condemned  for.  To  which 

The  Lord  Chuncellor  readily  replied,  “ That 
every  body  would  know  lie  was  either  guilty, 
or  not  guilty  of  the  crimes  charged  on  him  by 
the  impeachment  of  the  House  of  Commons.” 
Hut 

Tl>e  Earl  of  Mar  insisted,  “ That  every  peer 
ought  to  be  at  liberty  to  vote,  guilty,  or  not 
guilty  to  every  article  ; otherwise  it  might  hap- 
pen, that  the  majority  of  the  House  might  think 
Dr.  Sncbeyercll  innocent  upon  each  Article; 
yet,  by  -this  method  of  a general  answer,  he 
might  be  condemned  of  all  ; which  seemed  in- 
consistent with  the  usual  method  of  justice  in 
that  House.” 

I he  Duke  of  Buckingham  urged  on  the  same 
side,  “ I hat,  since  the  judgment  of  the  House 
in  this  case  ought  to  he  a declaration  of  the 
law,  the  condition  of  the  people  would  be  most 
miseruhle,  to  have  punishment  for  high-crimes 
and  misdemeanors,  and  uot  have  a probability 
ot  informing  themselves,  what  thecrimes  there- 
by punished  were,  which  they  could  not  learn 
from  this  general  determination  : and  that,  this 
uncertainty  being  in  the  case  of  a clergyman 
for  preaching,  it  might  create  some  fears  in 
good  men,  when  they  preach  some  doctrines  of 
the  church  of  England,  paiticularly  that  of 
non-resistance.” 

The  Earl  of  Sunderland  calling  for  the 
question,  the  earl  of  Anglesey  insisted  on  the 
inconveniences  of  answering  generally  to  it. 
Whereupon, 

I he  Lord  Chancellor  mentioned  four  incon- 
veniences that  tniglu  ensue : « First,  That 
clergymen  would  know, that  to  preach  against  the 
He  volution,  was  a high  crime  and  misdemeanor: 
2ndly,  to  preach  against  the  Toleration:  3dly, 
against  the  Union:  and  4thly,  that  to  reflect 
on  the  queen's  ministeis,  and  suggest,  that  the 
church  is  in  danger  under  her  majesty's  admi- 
nistration, were  likewise  high  crimes  and  mis- 
demeanors. 1 he>e,  said  Ins  lordship,  are  the 
only  i neon vemencies,  that  I can  foresee,  will 
attend  this  judgment.”  The  earl  of  Wharton 
culling  then  for  the  question, 

I he  Duke  of  Shrewsbury  said, 11  That  lie  did 


not  think  the  Doctor  guilty  of  the  first  artklf; 
though  he  had  as  great  a share  as  any  man  in  the 
late  Revolution,  and  would  ever  go  as  far  « 
any  to  vindicate  the  memory  of  our  late  glo- 
rious deliverer.  That  he  thought  the  chorea 
safe  under  her  majesty's  administration ; but 
lie  would  not  have  it  made  a high  crime  and 
misdemeanor  to  say,  that  the  church  is  in  da*- 
ger,  because  times  might  come,  wnen  it  migU 
really  lie  in  danger.”  And,  in  conclusion,  his 
grace  insisted  on  his  voting  Article  by  Article. 
The  lord  Caermarthen,  the  earl  of  Anglesey, 
and  the  carl  of  Nottingham  did  the  like:  but, 
tiie  same  being  opposed  by  some  other  peers, 
the  Lord  Chancellor  at  last  pnfyosed  this  ques- 
tion, “ Whether  the  Answer  to  be  given  by 
each  lord  should  be  Guilty  or  Not  Guilty  only  r* 
W inch  being  resolved  in  the  affirmative,  then 
the  main  question  was  put,  whether  it  should 
be  asked,  “ Is  Henry  Sachevercll,  D.D. 
guilty  of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanor,  charge! 
upon  him  by  the  Impeachment  of  the  House  of 
Collisions  ?” 

This  w as  likewise  carried  in  the  affirmative ; 
when  34  Lords  entered  their  protest,  import^ 
in  substance,  “ That  the  obliging  every  lord  to 
answer  generally  guilty  or  not  guilty,  to  a 
question  containing  all  the  Articles  of  his  Im- 
peachment, was  a kind  of  tacking  upon  tbero- 
selves  by  an  unnecessary  joining  of  mattosof 
a different  nature,  and  subjecting  them  to  one 
and  the  same  determination  ; and  consequently 
might  prejudice  the  right  every  peer  had  to 
give  a free  affirmative  of  negative;  since  who- 
ever thought  Dr.  Sacheverell  guilty  of  one  part, 
and  innocent  of  the  other,  would  be  obliged 
either  to  approve  what  he  condemned,  or  con- 
demn what  he  approved.  2.  They  conceived 
there  was  at  least  a possibility,  that  though  a 
majority  of  the  House  w as  admitted  to  vote  ts 
the  Articles  separately,  and  might  think  lom 
innocent  upon  each  Article;  yet,  by  this  we* 
thud  of  a general  answer,  lie  might  be  con- 
demned of  all ; which  seemed  not  to  be  con- 
sistent with  the  usual  method  of  justice  in  tins 
House.  3.  That  since  the  judgment  of  the 
House,  in  this  case,  ought  to  be  a declaration 
of  the  law;  the  condition  of  the  people  would 
be  most  miserable,  to  have  punishment  inflicted 
for  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  and  not 
have  a possibility  of  informing  themselves 
w hat  the  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  there- 
by punished,  are.  For  the  people’s  only  guide 
is  the  law ; and  they  can  never  be  guided  by 
what  they  can  never  be  informed  of.  And  that 
this  uncertainty  being  in  the  case  ofacler^- 
man  for  preaching,  it  might  create  some  tear 
in  good  men,  wlien  they  preach  some  doc- 
trines of  the  church  of  England,  particularly 
that  of  non-resistance;  and  might  be  made 
use  of  by  ill  ones,  as  an  excuse  for  the 
neglect  of  that  duty,  which  upon  some  occa- 
sions is  required.” 

The  Doctor  voted  Guilty.']  On  the  20th  of 
March,  about  S o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  the 
Lords  and  Commons  hauug  taken  their 
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live  seats,  and  their  lordships*  House  being  re- 
sumed, the  lord  chancellor  declared,  that  they 
had  ogreed  upon  a question  to  be  put  to  each 
lord  severally.  And  then  his  lordship  having 
put  the  question,  beginning  at  the  junior  baron 
first,  69  Lords  declared  Dr.  Sacheverell  Guilty, 
and  52  Not  Guilty.  The  lord  chancellor, 
having  cast  up  the  votes,  declared  Dr  Sache- 
vcrell  Guilty  ; and  the  usher  of  the  black-rod 
taring  brought  the  Doctor  to  the  bar,  and 
caused  him  to  kneel  down,  the  lord  chancellor 
told  him,  That  the  Lords  having,  with  their 
usual  candour  and  equity,  examined  and  con- 
sidered the  Articles  exhibited  against  him,  with 
the  allegations  to  makegood  the  same,  and  what 
had  been  offered  by  bis  counsel  aud  himself  in 
his  defence,  had  found  mm  Guilty  of  high  crimes 
and  misdemeunnrs  charged  upon  him  by  the 
Commons  of  Great  Britain.  Then  the  Doctor, 
standing  up,  made  a short  speech  importing, 
“ That  not  having  been  suffered  to  be  at  their 
lordships"  bar  while  their  lordships  were  giving 
their  votes ; he  hoped  he  might  now  be  permitted 
to  put  in  a plea,  before  their  lordships  passed 
sentence  upon  him.  That  he  was  ad  vised  by  his 
counsel  to  offer,  first,  that,  by  the  opinion  of  all 
the  judges,  the  particular  word*,  supposed  to  he 
criminal,  ought  to  have  been  expressly  speci- 
fied in  the  Articles  of  Impeachment  against  him. 
Secondly,  that,  in  the  title  of  the  said  Articles, 
the  same  were  said  to  be  4 exhibited  in  the 
1 name  of  all  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain/ 
and  yet  the  commissioners  of  shires,  who  make 
part  of  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  were 
not  mentioned  with  the  knights, citizens,  and  bur- 
gesses in  parliament  assembled.  Both  which  he 
begged  their  lordships  to  take  into  considera- 
tion/ The  Lords,  being  returned  to  their 
House,  considered  of  the  Doctor’s  plea ; and 
resolved,  that  the  same  was  frivolous,  and  that 
they  would  the  next  day  consider  what  censure 
to  pass  upon  him. 

Sentence  passed  upon  Atm.]  The  next  debate 
*a«,wliat  Censnre  ought  to  pass  upon  him:  And 
here  a strange  turn  appeared  ; some  seemed 
to  apprehend  the  effects  of  a popular  fury,  if 
the  Censure  was  severe  ; to  others  it  was  said, 
that  the  queen  desired  it  might  be  mild;  so  it 
was  proposed  to  suspend  him  from  preaching 
for  one  year:  others  were  for  six  years ; but 
by  a vote  it  was  fixed  to  3 years.  It  was  next 
moved,  That  he  should  he  incapable  of  all  pre- 
ferment for  those  3 yeurs;  upon  that,  the  House 
was  divided,  59  were  for  the  Vote,  and  60  were 
against  it ; so  that  being  laid  aside,  the  Sermon 
was  ordered  to  be  burnt,  in  the  presence  of  the 
Lord  Mayor  and  sheriffs  of  London  ; and  this 
was  done,  only  the  Lord  Mayor,  being  a mem- 
ber of  the  House  of  Commons,  did  not  think 
be  was  bound  to  be  present.  The  Lords  also 
voted,  that  the  Decrees  of  the  university  of 
Oxford,  passed  in  1683.  in  which  the  absolute 
authority  of  princes,  and  the  unalterableness  of 
the  hereditary  right  of  succeeding  to  the  crown, 
were  asserted  in  a very  high  strain,  should  be 
burnt  with  Sachevcrcll’s  Sermon, 


A List  of  the  Lords  who  voted  fir  and  against 
Dr.  Sacheverell. 


Lord  Hervey,  g. 

Lord  Conway,  n.  g. 
Lord  Guernsey,  n.  g. 
Lord  Halifax,  g. 

Lord  Haveraham,  n.  g. 
Lord  Herbert,  g. 

Lord  Weston,  n.  g. 
Lord  Lempster,  n.  g. 
Lord  Guilford,  n.  g. 
Lord  Stawell,  n.  g. 
Lord  Dartmouth,  n.  g. 
Lord  OssuUtoii,  g. 
Lord  Osborn,  n.  g. 
Lord  Craven,  n.  g. 
Lord  Cornwallis,  g. 
Lord  Berkley  of  Strat- 
ton, n.  g.  * 

Lord  Lexington,  n.  g. 
Lord  Rockingham,  g. 
Lord  Colepeper,  g. 
Lord  Byron,  g. 

Lord  Leigh,  n.  g. 

Lord  Motiun,  g. 

Lord  Howard  of  Es- 
cnck,  n.  g. 

Lord  Ilunsdon,  g. 

Lord  Chandois,  n.  g. 
Lord  North  and  Grey, 
n.  g. 

Lord  Paget,  g. 

Lord  Willoughby  of 
Broke,  n.  g. 

Lord  Fitzwalter,  g. 
Lord  Ferrers,  n.  g. 
Lord  Delawur,  g. 
Bishop  of  St.  Asaph,  g. 
Bishop  of  Norwich,  g. 
Bishupof  Chester,  u.  g. 
Bishop  of  Lincoln,  g. 
Bishop  of  Bath  and 
Wells,  n.  g. 

Bishop  of  Oxford,  g. 
Bishop  of  Peterbo- 
rough, g. 

Bishop  of  Ely,  g. 
Bishop  of  Sarum,  g. 
Bishop  of  Rochester, 
n.  g. 

Bishop  of  Durham, n.  g. 
Bishop  of  London,  n.  g. 
Lord  Viscount  Wey- 
mouth, n.  g. 

Lord  Viscount  Say  and 
Seal,  n.  g. 

Earl  of  I sin,  g. 

Earl  of  Glasgow,  g. 
Earl  of  Roseberry,  g. 
Earl  of  Seafield,  g. 
Earl  of  Orkney,  g. 

Earl  of  Northeak,  n.  g. 
Earl  of  Leven,  g. 

Earl  of  Wymesi,  n.  g. 

I Earl  of  Loudoun,  g. 

Earl  of  Marr,  u.  g. 


Earl  of  Crawford,  g. 
Earl  of  Cholmonde- 
h-y,  K- 

Earl  of  Poulett,  n.  g. 
Earl  of  Wharton,  g. 
Earl  of  Greenwich,  g. 
Earl  of  Grantham,  g. 
Earl  of  Jersey,  n.  g. 
Earl  of  Oriorri,  g. 

Earl  of  Bradford,  g. 
Earl  of  Warrington,  g. 
Earl  of  Scarborough, 
n.  g. 

Earl  of  Portland,  g. 
Earl  of  Plymouth,  n.  g. 
Earl  of  Hotderuess,  g. 
Earl  of  Abingtqn,  n.  g. 
Earl  of  Rochester,  n.g. 
Earl  of  Nottingham, 
n.  g. 

Earl  of  Berkley,  g. 

Earl  of  Yarmouth,  n.  g, 
Earl  of  Radnor,  g. 

Earl  of  Sussex,  n„  g. 
Earl  of  Carlisle,  g. 

Earl  of  Ai  gle^en,  n.g. 
Earl  ofScarsdale,  n.  g, 
Earl  of  Sunderland,  g. . 
Earl  of  Thauet,  n.  g. 
Earl  of  Wiiu  helsea,  g. 
Earl  of  Slumlord,  g. 
Earl  River**,  g. 

Earl  of  Berkshire,  n.  g, 
Earl  of  Manchester,  g. 
Earl  of  Westmore- 
land, g. 

Earl  of  Denbigh,  n.  g. 
Earl  of  Northampton, 

D g-  . 

Earl  of  Leicester,  g. 
Earl  of  Bridge  w ater,  g. 
Earl  of  Dorset  and 
Middlesex,  g. 

Earl  of  Lincoln,  g. 

Earl  of  Pembroke, 
n.  g. 

Earl  of  Derby,  g. 
Marquis  of  Dorches- 
ter, g. 

Lord  Chamberlain  of 
the  Household,  g. 
Duke  of  Dover,  g. 
Dukeof  Roxboroughjg. 
Duke  of  Muntross,  g. 
Duke  Hamilton,  ti.  g. 
Dukeof  Buckingham- 
shire, n.  g 

Duke  of  Bedford,  g. 
Duke  of  Let  ds,  n.  g. 
Duke  of  Shrewsbury, 
n.  g. 

Dukeof  Schomberg,  g. 
Duke  of  Bolton,  g. 
Duke  of  S(.  Albans,  g. 
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Duke  of  Northumber- 
land, n.  g.  ' 
Dube  of  Beaufort,  n.  g. 
Duke  of  Ormond,  n.  g. 
Duke  of  Grafton,  g. 
Duke  of  Richmond,  g. 
Duke  of  Cleveland  and 
Southampton,  g. 


Lord  Steward,  g. 

Lord  Privy-Seal,  g. 
Lord  President,  g. 
Lord  Treasurer,  g. 
Archbishop  of  York, 
n.  g. 

Lord  Chancellor,  g. 


' SachevtrelVi  Collections  and  other  Books 
burnt.]  The  Commons  also,  upon  a Complaint 
made  to  them  of  a book  intit  led,  “ Collections 
of  Passages  referred  to  by  Dr.  Sncheverell,  in 
his  Answer  to  the  Articles  of  his  Impeach- 
ment,” ordered  the  same  to  be  burnt.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  Doctor’s  friends  complained  to 
the  House,  of  a Book  intitled,  “The  Rights  of 
the  Christian  Church,  &c.”  and  a defence  of  it, 
in  two  parts,  with  a Letter  from  a Country-At- 
torney to  a Country  Parson,  concerning  the 
Rights  of  the  Church;  and  Le  Clerc’s  judg- 
ment of  that  book  in  his  Bibliotheque  Choisie. 
All  which  were  condemned  to  the  flames;  as 
was  also  a Treatise  of  the  word  Person, by  John 
Clendnn  of  the  Inner-' Temple.  Not  content 
with  this,  the  Tories  moved  for  an  Address  for 
a Fast,  to  deprecate  the  divine  veugeance, 
which  there  was  just  reason  to  fear,  on  account 
of  the  horrid  blasphemies  lately  published  in 
the  kingdom.  Those  who  supported  this  mo- 
tion, thought  not  only  to  cast  a reflection  on 
the  Whigs,  as  encouragers  of  such  writings,  but 
also  to  justify  what  the  Doctor  had  advanced  in 
his  Sermon  about  the  danger  of  the  Church, 
which  he  had  ascribed  to  the  heretical  and 
blasphemous  positions  lately  printed.  But 
their  design  was  easily  seen  through,  and  there- 
fore the  majority  added  to  the  Address,  “many 
of  which  blasphemies  have  again,  in  a most  ir- 
regular, extraordinary,  and  insolent  manner, 
been  printed,  published,  and  dispersed,  through- 
out the  kingdom,  to  the  scandal  of  good  Chris- 
tians, by  |Dr.  Henry  Sacheverell.”  Upon 
this  addition  the  Tories  would  have  drop- 
ped the  Address,  but  it  was  presented  to 
the  queen,  who,  probably  on  that  account, 
answered,  “ That  a Fast  having  lately  been 
observed,  she  did  not  think  proper  to  appoint 
another  so  soon,  but  would  . consider  of  it 
at  a more  convenient  time.” — As  soon  as  it  was 
known  what  a mild  sentence  the  Lords  had 
passed  upon  Dr.  Sacheverell,  those,  who  sup- 
ported him  during  his  Trial,  expressed  an  in- 
conceivable gladness,  as  if  they  had  got  a victo- 
ry; bon- fires,  illuminations,  and  other  marks 
of  joy,  appeared  not  only  in  London,  but  over 
the  whole  kingdom.  However,  much  greater 
effects  i ban  these  rejoicings  were  produced  by 
it,  as  will  hereafter  be  seen.* 


During  the  Trial  of  Sacheverell  the  follow- 
ing Proceedings  took  place  iu  the  House  of 
Commons. 

Resolutions  against  absent  Members.]  Janu- 
ary 25.  The  Commons  , taking  iuto  considera- 
tion that  many  of  their  Members,  at  tiiat  cri- 


tical juncture,  did  not  attend  the  service  of  ike 
House,  came  to  this  Resolution : 

Resolved,  “ That  such  Members  of  ihh 
House,  who  do  absent  themselves,  without  the 
leave  of  this  House,  arc  to  he  reputed  deserters 
of  their  trust,  and  neglecters  of  that  dmj,  they 
owe  to  tliis  House,  and  their  country.” 

Resolutions  with  regard  to  Public  Jhwrs- 
ing#.j  Feb.  2.  The  matter  of  a Petition  from 
the  cities  of  London  and  Westminster,  relauo«; 
to  Public  Mournings,  which  had  been  referred 
to  a Committee,  was  reported  to  the  Hourf, 
together  with  the  opinion  of  the  said  Com- 
mittee thereon,  which  was  contained  iu  the 
following  Resolutions : 

u 1.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Cwntnit- 
tee,  that,  ,by  reason  of  the  frequent  Public 
Mournings,  many  thousands  of  families,  em- 
ployed in  the  silk  aud  woollen  manufactures 
of  this  kingdom,  have  lost  their  trades  and  em- 
ployments, and  are  become  an  insupportable 
burthen  to  the  parishes  wherein  they  inhabit: 
and  if  a speedy  remedy  be  not  applied,  it  aiil 
endanger  the  loss  of  the  silk  manufacture  so 
beneficial  to  this  kingdom ; and  at  last  cenux 
in  a foreign  trade.  2.  That  the  House  be 
moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a Bill  for  ascer- 
taining and  limiting  the  time  of  Public  Mourn- 
ings:” whereupon  it  was  ordered, That  leave  le 
given  to  bring  in  a bill  for  ascertaining  or  limit- 
ing the  time  of  Public  Mournings.  The  Bill, 
however,  was  thrown  out  on  the  11th. 

A Place-Bill  passed  by  the  Commons : ht 
rejected  by  the  ljords.]  Feb.  4.  The  Bill  for 
securing  the  Freedom  of  Parliaments,  by  bon- 
ing the  number  of  Officers  in  the  House  ol 
Commons,  was  read,  passed,  and  sent  up  to 
the  Lords,  where  it  was  unanimously  rejected. 

A Speech  occasioned  by  the  said  Bill.]  It  vss 
upon  this  occasion,  that  the  following  Speech 
was  delivered  in  the  House  of  Commons: 

“ Mr.  Speaker ; 

u What  I rise  up  for  is  to  propose  a hill 
which  may  remedy  the  inconvenience,  that  the 
worthy  gentleman  complains  of;  a bill,  oa 
which  the  safety  of  the  nation  seems  to  depend, 
as  much  as  on  the  success  of  the  war  in  which 
we  are  engaged.  The  carrying  on  die 
would  be  throwing  away  so  much  treasure,  and 
so  many  lives,  unless  at  the  same  time,  that** 
secure  our  liberties  against  a foreign  $Demy,*e 
cannot  prevent  the  danger  of  their  being  under- 
mined at  home. — If  every  gentleman’s  ofice 
and  employment  were  added  to  his  name  as  it  # 
called  over,  every  call  of  the  House  would  put 
us  on  considering,  whether  some  new  law  is  not 
wanting  to  lessen  the  number  of  such  mevr 
bers  as  possess  them?  And  1 am  afraid  it  would 
now  appear  to  you,  that  they  are  more  nume- 
rous than  ever,  notwithstanding  the  several  him, 
that  have  passed  both  Houses,  and  several 
others  that  have  passed  only  this  House;  hy 
which  the  sense  of  the  Commons  hath  been  w 
often  declared  ; though  perhaps,  not  so  well  a* 
it  might  have  been,  had  we  observed  the  s*®* 
order,  w hen  many  members  are  personally  con- 
cerned, that  we  do,  when  one  member  is, 
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obliging  them  to  withdraw.  The  opposers  of 
these  bills  have  often  been  so  few  in  number, 
that  they  might  be  ouly  such  as  were  in  em- 
ployment; and  if  they  had  withdrawn,  the  bills 
might  have  passed  without  a siugle  negative. — 
Though  the  civil  officers  should  not  be  increased, 
the  continuance  of  the  war  must  make  the  mi- 
litary officers  more  numerous  and  more  power- 
ful. Those,  who  have  uo  other  fortune, -de- 
pending on  the  war,  than  the  command  of  a 
regiment,  have  nothing  else  to  do  but  lo  make 
a proper  disposition  in  the  cloathing  of  it ; by 
which  means  such  an  interest  may  be  made  in 
most  of  the  corporations,  as  no  gentleman  in 
the  country  is  able  to  resist.  Promotions  may 
be  made  every  day  iu  the  old  regiments,  and 
new  ones  raised,  and  a very  great  share  of  these 
preferments  falls  to  this  House.  The  number 
of  such  members  therefore  is  so  far  from  being 
retrained,  that  it  seems  likely  to  increase,  as 
long  as  the  war  lasts.  The  heavier  the  debt  is 
upon  the  nation,  the  more  of  those  who  receive 
the  public  money  will  sit  here,  and  impose  the 
taxes,  out  of  which  they  are  paid.— One  of  the 
wisest  and  most  flourishing  states  does  not  al- 
low aoy  town  to  chuse  a military  officer  for  its 
representative ; and  though  there  is  no  prero- 
gative in  that  country,  from  which  they  can 
fear  an  encroachment  on  their  liberties;  yet 
ofocers  are  thought  to  be  improper  checks  on 
themselves,  or  on  these  who  recommend  them 
to  their  employments. — The  corruption  of  the 
boroughs  is  grown  to  such  an  height,  it  is  so 
easy  to  procure  a return,  and  such  a latitude  is 
lett  by  the  variety  of  our  own  determinations, 
that  whenever  any  set  of  ministers  think  fit  to 
«xert  themselves,  they  may  bring  in  so  many 
military  officers,  as,  together  with  tliose  who 
hive  civil  employments,  may  make  up  a majo- 
rity.—I hope  we  shall  be  consistent  with  our- 
selves in  what  we  did  the  other  day,  when  we 
came  to  those  Resolutions  for  preventing  the 
danger  of  arbitrary  power.  When  a majority 
can  be  commanded  here,  despotic  power  may 
be  established  by  law,  and  resistance  be  made 
illegal.  To  render  it,  at  the  same  time,  lawful 
for  the  subject  to  resist,  and  easy  for  a prince  lo 
become  absolute,  is  bringing  the  nation  into 
perpetual  danger  of  war  between  the  king  and 
the  people,  if  so  many  members  should  be 
gamed  here,  as  to  vote  a sufficient  army,  resist- 
ance might  be  impossible,  though  it  were  law- 
ful. But  admitting  the  people  would  be  always 
able  to  regain  their  freedom,  it  caunot  surely 
he  thought  more  advisable  to  use  the  remedy 
of  arms,  than  to  keep  our  liberties  safe  in  a 
way.  If  we  take  care  that  there  always  j 
be  a sufficient  number  here  to  oppose  the  ill  j 
designs  of  ministers,  there  will  be  never  any  ' 
oetdof  resistance  by  arms. — It  cannot  be  de- 
o>ed,  that,  in  ill  times,  places,  whether  civil  or 
Military,  will  have  an  influence  over  ill  men. 
ror  a member  of  this  House  to  receive  a pri*  ( 
[*te  pension  hath  always  been  esteemed  a I 
breach  of  trust,  and  a violation  of  our  constitu- 
and  a known  pension,  during  pleasure, 
ttcludei  a man  from  sitting  here.  That  a place 


of  little  trouble,  is  as  valuable  as  a pension,  of 
the  same  yearly  income,  we  see  by  the  great 
crowd  of  candidates,  on  every  vacancy,  and  the 
high  prices  that  we  hear  are  paid  for  them.— 
In  a common  trial,  all  persons  concerned  in  in- 
terest, are  not  only  excluded  from  being  jury- 
men, but  even  their  testimony  as  to  matter  of 
fact  is  not  thought  fit  to  be  credited  ; and  will 
au  ill  man,  iu  ill  tunes,  gam  nothing  by  his 
voting  ? When  a place  makes  up  a consider- 
able part  of  a man’s  fortune,  is  it  not  plain, 
that,  if  the  liberty  of  the  subject  cduies  in  com- 
petition with  the  prerogative,  it  will  be  nis  own 
interest  to  oppose  the  interest  of  (hose,  whom 
he  represents?  May  it  not  easily  happen,  that 
the  private  advantage  of  almost  every  man  in 
office,  will  be  contrary  to  that  of  the  public  ? 
and  should  a prince  become  absolute,  would 
they  not  share  amongst  them  the  spoils  of  their 
fellow  subjects?  Is  it  not  their  interest  more 
than  his,  that  he  should  have  no  coutroul  ? But 
allowing  that  it  would  not  be  for  the  advantage 
of  some,  who  have  great  fortunes  of  their  own, 
to  go  into  violent  measures ; yet  there  may  be 
several  cases,  in  which  they  may  apprehend  no 
great  danger  in  paying  a compliment.  1 hope 
every  gentleman  here  is  satisfied,  that,  in  time 
of  peace,  we  shall  want  no  greater  number  of 
men  for  guards  and  garrisons  than  before  the 
war;  but  since  that  establishment  hath  been 
increased,  a vote  must  pass,  in  order  to  reduce 
it;  and  must  not  many  gentlemen,  iu  that  case, 
vote  away  their  own  preferment?  1 do  not  at 
all  doubt,  that  several  will  do  it;  but  if  it  should 
be  thought  proper  to  increase  the  number  of 
guards  and  garrisons,  as  hath  been  done  in  this 
war,  and  perhaps  without  damage  to  the  pub- 
lic (because  the  greatest  part  of  them  have  been 
employed  abroad,  though  indeed  the  precedent 
seems  dangerous)  would  any  arguments  be  able 
to  convince  such  men,  as  would  have  their  sub- 
sistance  from  the  arrov,  that  the  addition  of  a 
few  more  troops  than  the  lust  settlement  would 
give  us  up  into  the  hands  of  the  prince?  or 
that,  without  such  an  addition,  hts  civil  list 
might  enable  linn  to  compass  our  destruc- 
tion ? If  a proposition  for  granting  a civil 
list  were  under  debate,  and  the  question 
should  be,  whether  it  should  he  settled  for  life, 
or  even  increased,  would  such  points  be  pro- 
perly decided  by  those,  whose  salaries  were  to 
be  paid  out  of  it  ? Could  we  depend  upon  it 
that  men  would  deduct  that  part  out  of  their 
catculation,  which  would  be  set  aside  for  their 
own  wages?  When  men  in  places  are  not 
above  being  governed  by  interest,  they  will  cer- 
tainly be  directed  by  those  who  prefer  them ; 
so  that  it  will  be  no  secuiity  to  us,  that  the 
crown  can  neither  increase  nor  diminish  the 
number  of  members;  for,  as  lung  as  it  bath  the 
power  of  raising  regiments,  and  bestowing 
places  and  pensions,  it  may,  at  any  time,  take 
off  from  those  who  ought  to  represent  the 
people,  and  add  to  those,  who  may  be  induced 
to  represent  the  court. — But,  if  we  could  sup- 
pose. that  places  would  never  influence  men ; 
and  their  sitting  here  would  raise  them  to  more 
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generous  thoughts  than  we  commonly  see  in 
others,  I say,  if  we  could  be  satisfied  of  this, 
yet  we  ought  to  take  ail  possible  care  to  keep 
ourselves  from  any  imputation  of  that  kind,  and 
consider  that  the  honour,  dignity,  and  power 
of  tins  House  can  only  be  supported  by  the 
opiui  >n  which  those  without  doors  have  of  its 
integrity;  lor  it  is  not  enough  to  be  uncorrupt, 
unless  we  have  the  reputation  of  being  so  too. 
It  is  to  the  unblemished  conduct  and  character 
of  those,  who  have  sat  here  before  us,  that  we 
owe  all  the  advantages  we  now  enjoy  by  our 
constitution.  When  the  good  name  of  par* 
liaiuents  bath  declined,  their  authority  hath  al- 
ways been  dimiuislud  in  proportion;  and  what 
can  be  the  weight  of  500  gentlemen,  who  are 
t<>  stand  by  themselves,  as  they  always  will,  un- 
less they  can  convince  others,  that  they  are 
carrying  on  their  interest,  as  well  as  their  own  ? 
— The  high  opinion,  which  we  all  have  of  the 
preseui  sovereign,  can  he  no  objection  to  the 
using  our  endeavours  for  obtaining  a security 
against  tins  danger.  Were  she  not  entirely  in 
the  interests  of  her  people,  it  would  be  in  vain 
to  hope  for  any  such  laws.  They  are  never  so 
likely  to  be  obtained,  as  when  they  have  the 
least  effect.  They  are  only  necessary  in  a bad 
reign ; and  w lien  that  comes  it  is  too  late  to 
ihtnk  of  them. — But  I must  take  the  liberty  to 
say,  that,  notwithstanding  the  great  confidence, 
which  we  all  so  justly  repose  in  the  present  so- 
vereign, there  never  was  more  reason  than  now, 
to  provide  for  our  future  safety.  If  we  had  no- 
thing else  to  sink  us,  the  debt  of  the  nation  is 
heavier  than  it  ever  hath  been,  and  than  the  na- 
tion was  ever  thought  able  to  bear.  The  people 
are  extremely  weakened  by  it,  and  in  proportion 
ns  the  Commons  are  weakened,  die  crown  ad- 
vances in  iis  power  over  them;  so,  that,  al- 
though the  number  of  officers  here  had  not 
been  increased,  the  debt  being  such  as  the  peo- 
ple were  never  burthened  with  before,  it  im- 
ports us  more  than  ever  to  provide  against  the 
danger  of  any  encroachments  from  the  crown. 
—The  landed  men  are  not  only  lessened  in 
general,  but  every  particular  gentleman,  the 
more  he  feel9  tlie  weight  of  taxes,  the  more  he 
loses  of  his  interest  in  the  country,  and  the 
more  of  that  interest  is  transferred  to  the  per- 
sons, who  receive  their  pay  out  of  those  taxes. 
—If  we  would  effectually  put  the  Protestant 
Succession  upon  such  a foot  that  it  cannot  be 
shaken,  we 'ought  to  convince  men  that  they 
will  be  free,  when  they  are  under  it.  They 
will  always  be  most  zealous  in  defence  of  that 
estabh'hment,  under  which  their  liberties  are 
most  secure. — There  nre  few  gentlemen  here, 
who  hive  not,  at  one  time  or  other,  even  since 
the  Revolution,  been  sensible  how  necessary  it 
is  for  our  safety  to  make  some  provision  in  this 
matter.  If  every  man,  who  hath  once  been 
of  that  opinion,  should  be  so  now,  a bill  for  it 
would  pass  more  unanimously  than  any,  that 
was  ever  offered  to  the  House;  and  if  there 
be  some  persons,  who  think  our  constitution  se- 
cure for  the  time  to  come,  as  well  as  the  pre- 
seut,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  they  will  have  so 
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much  regard  for  those,  who  are  of  a different 
opinion,  as  to  remove  their  apprehensions,  and 
give  them  some  convincing  proof,  that  ocr 
great  successes  abroad  will  effectually  pre- 
vent any  attempts  upon  our  liberties  at  home.” 

Petition  respecting  the  Mine~Adzmtvn  ] 
Feb.  13.  A Petition  of  several  creditors  ana 
proprietors  of  principal  money,  annuities,  an! 
shares  in  the  Mine  Adventure  of  England,  oa 
behalf  of  themselves,  aud  several  widows  and 
orphans,  members  and  creditors  of  the  com- 
pany of  the  said  Mine-Adventure,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  and  rend,  praying,  “Thai 
leave  may  be  given  to  bring  in  a Bill  to  transfer 
the  Management  and  Government  of  the  Miotl 
into  such  persons  as  should  be  choseu  by,  and 
represent  the  creditors  of  125,000/.,  and  by 
the  annuities  granted  in  lieu  thereof,  and  by 
bonds  and  sealed  bills,  subject  to  such  consti- 
tutions and  regulations,  with  all  necessary  pro- 
vision for  the  payment  of  the  company’s  just 
debts:  and  (hat  the  respective  persons  ha»n$ 
acted  in  the  management  of  the  Mines  (as  m 
the  Petition  is  coqipiained  of)  may  be  excluded 
from  the  further  management  thereof,  and  may 
deliver  over  all  deeds,  writings,  books,  papers, 
effects  and  accounts  relating  to  the  said  Minrs, 
upon  onth,  to  the  persons  that  should  hereafter 
be  chosen  to  manage  the  same,  and  might  make 
satisfaction  for  their  management:  and  that 
the  petitioners  might  have  such  other  relief 
(being  altogether  remediless  in  the  premises 
elsewhere)  as  to  the  House  should  seem  meet.” 
The  consideration  of  this  Petition  being  re- 
ferred to  a committee,  upon  tlieir  report  a Bill 
was  ordered  to  be  brought  in,  for  the  relief  ot 
the  creditors  and  proprietors  of  the  company 
of  Mine-Adventurers  of  England,  and  that  tf* 
management  of  the  Mines  be  put  in  the  hands 
of  trustees;  which  was  brought  in  accordingly, 
and  read  the  first  time  on  the  18th  of  March. 

Resolution*  against  sir  Humphry  Maekvortk .] 
Sir  Humphry  Mackworth,  who,  by  the  Report  ot 
the  committee,  appeared  to  have  embezzled  « 
considerable  part  of  the  principal  money  and 
stock  of  the  Mine-  Adventure,  having  peti- 
tioned to  be  heard  by  the  House,  he  was  on  (be 
23d  of  March,  called  in,  as  were  also  the  coun- 
sel for  the  petitioners,  and  in  part  heard,  re- 
lating to  the  matters  of  the  said  Report.  Be- 
ing withdrawn,  a debate  arose  upon  what  they 
had  offered,  which  was  adjourned  to  the  25th, 
when  both  sir  Humphry  Mackworth,  and  the 
counsel  for  the  petitioners,  were  heard  again; 
and  the  further  hearing  of  them  put  off  to  the 
28th,  then  to  the  next  day,  then  again  to  die 
30th,  and  so  to  the  31st  ; when  the  Common! 
came  to  these  unanimous  Resolutions : 1“  That 
it  appears  to  this  House,  that  sir  Humphry 
Mackworth,  deputy  governor  of  the  company 
of  Mine  Adventurers  of  England,  is  guilty  of 
many  notorious  and  scandalous  frauds,  and  in- 
direct practices,  in  violation  of  the  charter, 
granted  to  the  said  company,  in  breach  of  his 
trust,  and  to  the  manifest  wrong  and  oppression 
of  the  proprietors  and  creditors  of  the  said 
company,  2,  That  William  Shiers,  secrets? 
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to  the  said  company,  is  guilty  of  many  noto- 
rious and  scandalous  frauds,  and  indirect  prac- 
tices, in  confederacy  w ith  the  said  sir  Humphry 
Mack  north,  to  the  wrong  and  oppression  of  the 
said  company.  3.  That  Thomas  Dykes, 
treasurer  to  the  said  company,  is  guilty  of 
many  notorious  and  scandalous  frauds,  and 
indirect  practices,  in  confederacy  with  the  said 
sir  Humphry  Mackworth,  to  the  wrong  and 
oppiessioo  of  the  proprietors,  and  creditors  of 
the  said  company.* 

After  which  it  was  ordered,  1.  “ That 
the  Report  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
Petition  of  the  creditors  and  proprietors  of 
principal  money,  annuities,  and  shares,  in  the 
Mine-Adventure  of  England,  was  referred,  and 
also  the  said  Resolutions,  be  printed.  2.  * That 
a bill  be  brought  in  to  prevent  the  said  sir 
Humphry  Mack  worth,  William  Shit-rs,  and  Tho- 
mas Dykes,  their  leaving  this  kingdom,  and 
their  alienating  their  estates  until  the  end  of  the 
next  session  of  parliament.” — Hut  before  this 
Bill  could  be  brought  to  perfection,  the  par- 
hjment  was  adjourned. 

Add/ css  qf  both  Houses  desiring  the  Duke  of 
Mai  thorough  may  be  sent  into  Holland .]  Feb. 
18.  The  Commons  having  been  informed  by 
sir  Gilbert  ileathcot,  a member  of  their  House, 
of  the  advances  made  by  France,  towards  the 
renewing  a uegociation  of  peace,  and  that  the 
States  General  were  inclined  to  grant  passes  to 
French  plenipotentiaries  to  come  to  Holland 
for  that  purpose,  resolved  to  present  an  Ad- 
dress to  her  majesty,  That  she  would  be  pleased 
to  send  the  duke  of  Marlborough  forthwith 
into  Holland.  This  Address  being  agreed  to, 
was  seut  to  tbe  Lords  ; and  their  lordships 
having  readily  joined  in  it,  both  Houses  pre- 
sented it  to  her  majesty,  being  as  follows  : 

“ Most  gracious  Sovereign, 

“ We  your  majesty’s  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
Subjects,  the  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and 
Commons  in  parliament  assembled,  having  rea- 
*on,  to  believe,  that  the  negocia firms  of  peace 
*iii  suddenly  be  renewed  in  Holland,  ami  be- 
ingjustly  apprehensive  of  tiie  crafty  insinuating 
deigns  of  our  enemies  to  create  divisions  among 
J^ur  allies,  or  by  amusing  them  with  deceitful 
expectations  of  peace,  to  retard  their  prepa- 
rations fur  war,  do  think  ourselves  bound  in 
duty,  most  humbly  to  represent  to  your  majesty, 
of  how  great  importance  wc  conceive  it  is  to 
•he  interest  of  the  common  cause,  that  the 
duke  of  Marlborough  should  be  al-road  at  this 
juncture. — We  cannot  but  take  this  opportu- 
nity to  express  our  sense  of  the  great  and  un- 
paralleled services  of  the  duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough, and  with  all  imaginable  duty  to  applaud 
you r majesty's  great  wisdom,  in  having  honour- 
ed the  same  person  with  the  great  characters 
ol  general  and  plenipotentiary,  who,  in  our 
bumble  opinion,  is  most  capable  of  discharging 
two  such  important  trusts. 

We  therefore  make  it  our  request  to  your 
majesty,  that  you  would  be  pleased  to  order 
the  duke  of  Marlborough's  immediate  depar- 
ts* for  Holland,  where  his  presence  will  be 


equally  necessary,  to  assist  at  the  negociatiom 
of  peace,  and  to  hasten  the  preparations  for  an 
early  campaign,  which  will  most  effectually 
disappoint  the  artifices  of  our  enemies,  and 
procure  a safe  and  honourable  Peace  for  your 
majesty  and  your  Allies.” 

The  Queens  Anxuer.]  To  this  Address  tbe 
Queen  returned  the  following  Answer  : 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  ; I am  so  sen- 
sible of  the  necessity  of  the  duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough's presence  in  Holland,  at  this  critical 
juncture,  that  I hare  already  given  the  neces- 
sary directions  for  his  immediate  departure  ; 
and  1 am  very  glad  to  find,  by  this  Address,  that 
you  concur  with  me  in  a just  sense  of  the  duke 
of  Marlborough's  eminent  services.”* 

* “ The  queen’s  resol utioir  of  changing  her 
ministry  had  l>egun  to  appear  very  early  this 
year;  for  m the  beginning  of  January,  J 709- 10, 
upon  the  death  of  the  earl  of  Essex,  she  writ  to 
the  duke  of  Marlborough  to  give  his  regiment 
to  Mr.  Hill,  a man  who  had  been  extiemely 
ungrateful  to  the  duchess  of  Marlborough,  and 
whose  sister,  Mrs.  Masharn,  the  duke  well 
knew',  was  at  this  time  undermining  the  inteiest 
of  himself,  his  family  and  friends.  The  scheme 
of  the  queen’s  new  counsellors  to  make  her  mi- 
nisters quit  her  service,  or  engage  her  to  dis- 
card them,  now  shew  ed  itself  without  disguise. 
They  durst  not  tell  her  at  once  all  they  de- 
signed ; but,  proposing  to  her  only  one  thing  at 
a time,  led  her,  by  insensible  degrees,  to  tbe 
accomplishment  of  the  whole.  They  began,  as 
has  been  related,  with  engaging  her  to  nomi- 
nate persons  to  bishoprics,  without  consulting 
her  ministers.  And  now  they  prevailed  with 
her  to  appoint  military  officers,  without  advis- 
ing with  her  general.  And  nothing  could  be 
more  to  their  purpose,  than  this  choice  of  Mr. 
Hill  for  lord  Essex’s  regiment,  because  they 
knew,  that  nothing  could  be  more  disagreeable 
to  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  or  would  tend 
more  to  lessen  his  weight  and  authority  in  the 
army,  and  consequently  at  home  too.  The 
new  counsellors  saw,  that  if  the  duke  readily 
yielded  in  this  matter,  it  would  sow  discontent 
among  the  officer*  ; and  that  a door  would  be 
opened  for  his  enemies  to  come  into  the  army, 
and  insult  him.  And  on  the  oilier  band,  if  tbe 
duke  should  not  comply,  or  should  shew  any  re- 
luctance in  complying,  this  would  furnish  an 
excellent  pretence  for  grievous  complaints,  that 
the  queen  was  but  a cypher,  and  would  do  no- 
thing. Upon  the  queen’s  letter,  the  duke  wait- 
ed on  her,  and  with  all  humility  represented  to 
her,  what  a prejudice  it  would  he  to  her  ser- 
vice, to  have  so  young  an  officer  preferred  be- 
fore so  many  others  of  higher  rank  and  longer 
service  : besides,  that  the  shewing  so  extraor- 
dinary and  partial  favour  to  Mrs.  Masham’s 
brother  could  be  interpreted  no  otherwise,  than 
as  a declaring  against  all  those,  who  had  so 
much  reason  to  be  uneasy  with  her;  aud  that, 
indeed,  it  would  be  setting  up  a banner  for  all 
the  discontented  persons  in  the  army  to  repair 
to.  In  short,  the  duke  said  every  thing  ha 
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could  think  of,  and  with  all  the  moving  con- 
cern that  the  nature  of  the  affair  created  in 
him,  to  engage  her  to  change  her  resolution. 
But  all  seemed  to  no  purpose.  He  could  not 
draw  one  kiud  expression  from  her,  nor  obtain 
any  answer,  but  ‘ that  he  would  do  well  to  ud- 

* vise  with  his  friends/ 

“ The  earl  of  Godolphin  spoke  often  to  her 
upon  the  same  subject,  representing  to  her  the 
duke's  long,  great  and  faithful  services,  and  the 
very  bad  influence  which  her  intended  favour 
to  Mr.  Hill  must  necessarily  have  in  the  army. 
But  neither  had  this  so  much  effect  as  to  engage 
her  to  say  one  favourable  word  about  the  duke. 
Wherefore  on  the  15th  of  January  he  left  the 
town,  and  went  to  Windsor  in  great  discontent. 
It  was  council-day.  The  queen  did  not  ask 
where  he  was,  nor  take  the  least  notice  of  his 
absence.  His  withdrawing  himself  made  a 
great  deal  of  noise  in  the  town.  Many  of  the 
nobility  spoke  with  earnestness  to  the  queen  of 
the  very  ill  consequences  of  mortifying  a man, 
who  had  done  her  so  long  and  important  ser- 
vices. She  answered,  that  his  services  were 
still  fresh  in  ber  memory,  and  that  she  had  as 
much  kindness  for  him  as  ever  she  had.  The 
noise,  however,  still  continued  and  increased, 
and  there  was  great  discourse,  not  without  pro- 
bability, that  some  notice  would  be  taken  of 
the  matter  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
some  votes  passed  disagreeable  to  the  queen 
and  her  new  counsellors.  This  design  was  laid 
to  the  duchess  of  Marlborough’*  charge ; but 
she  said  enough  to  the  queen  to  vindicate  her- 
self. Aud  indeed  it  was  owing  to  the  duke's 
particular  friends  iu  the  House,  that  no  such 
notice  was  tnken. 

44  The  new  counsellors  being  alarmed  with 
apprehensions  of  what  the  parliament  might  do, 
and  believing  that  they  should  be  able  at  a 
proper  season,  to  make  better  use  of  the  queen’s 
yielding  up  the  point,  than  of  her  insisting  upon 
it,  gave  her  advice  accordingly ; so  that  on  the 
SOth  of  January,  she  ordered  the  earl  of  Godol- 
phin to  write  to  the  duke,  4 that  he  might  dis- 

* pose  of  the  regiment  as  he  himself  thought  fit 
aud  to  desire  him  to  come  to  town.  But  be- 
fore this  reached  the  duke,  he  had  written  the 
following  letter  to  the  queen  : 

“ * Madam, 

44  4 By  what  l hear  from  London,  I find  your 
4 majesty  is  pleased  to  think,  that  when  l have 
4 reflected  1 must  he  of  opinion,  that  you  are 

* in  the  right  in  giving  Mr.  Hill  the  earl  of  Es- 

* sex’s  regiment.  I beg  your  majesty  will  be  so 
4 jttst  to  me,  as  not  to  think  I cun  be  so  unrea- 
4 sonable  as  to  be  mortified  to  the  degree  that  I 
4 am,  if  it  proceeded  only  from  this  one  thing  ; 

4 for  I shall  always  be  ready  and  glad  to  do 
4 every  thing  that  is  agreeable  to  you,  after  I 
4 have  represented  what  may  be  a prejudice  to 
4 your  service.  But  this  is  only  one  of  a great 
4 many  mortifications  that  I have  met  with. 
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consideration,  ordered  a Bill  for  settling  that 
Trade  to  be  brought  in,  which,  after  the  hear- 
ing of  the  counsel,  both  for  the  Royal  African 

4 And  as  I may  not  have  many  opportunities  of 

* writing  to  you,  let  me  beg  of  your  majesty  to 
4 reflect  what  your  own  people  and  the  rest  of 

* the  world  must  think,  who  have  been  wit* 
4 nesses  of  the  love,  zeal  and  doty  with  which  I 
4 have  served  you,  when  they  shall  see  that 
4 after  all  1 have  done,  it  has  hot  been  able  to 
4 protect  me  against  the  malice  of  a bed-cham- 
4 ber  woman.  Your  majesty  will  allow  me  on 
4 this  occasion  to  remind  you  of  what  I writ  to 
4 you  the  last  campaign,  of  the  certain  know- 
4 ledge  I had  of  Mrs.  Masham’s  having  assured 
4 Mr.  Harley,  that  I should  receive  such  con- 
4 stunt  mortifications,  as  should  make  it  impos* 
4 sible  for  me  to  continue  in  your  service.  God 
4 Almighty  and  the  whole  world  are  roy  wit- 
4 nesses,  with  what  care  and  pains  I have  serv- 
4 ed  you  for  more  than  twenty  years  ; and  was 

* resolved,  if  possible,  to  have  struggled  with 
4 the  difficulties  to  the  end  of  this  war.  But 
4 the  many  instances  I have  had  of  your  majes- 
4 ty’s  great  change  to  me  has  so  broke  my  spi- 
4 nts,  that  I must  beg,jas  the  greatest  and  last 
4 favour,  that  you  will  approve  of  my  retiring, 
4 so  that  I may  employ  the  little  time  I have  to 
4 live,  in  making  my  just  acknowledgments  to 
4 God  for  the  protection  he  has  been  pleased  to 
4 give  me.  And  your  majesty  tnay  be  assured, 
4 that  my  zeal  for  you  and  my  country  is  so 
4 great,  that  in  my  retirement  I shall  daily  pray 
4 for  your  prosperity,  and  that  those  who  shall 
4 serve  you  as  faithfully  as  I have  done,  noay 
4 never  feel  the  hard  return  that  I have  met 
4 with/ 

4‘  The  queen  wrote  the  duke  an  answer,  ex- 
pressing some  concern  at  several  parts  of  his 
letter,  assuring  him,  without  entering  into  par- 
ticulars, that  he  had  no  ground  for  suspicious, 
and  desiring  him  to  coine  to  town.  But  fear- 
ing at  the  same  time,  that  some  motion  might 
be  made  in  parliament  against  Mr.  Masham, 
which  might  be  attended  with  very  disagree- 
able consequences,  she  sent  about  in  much 
concern  to  many  persons  to  stand  by  her,  as  if 
some  great  uttack  was  going  to  be  made  upon 
her.  Tiiis  application,  and  the  closeting  some 
persons,  who  were  known  enemies  to  the  Revo- 
lution, gave  encouragement  to  the  Jacobites  ; 
several  of  whom  were  now  observed  running 
to  court  with  faces  full  of  business  and  satis- 
faction, as  if  they  were  going  to  get  the  govern- 
ment into  their  hands.  And  this  being  repre- 
sented to  the  queen,  as  a kind  of  victory  gain- 
ed by  her  over  the  Marlborough  family,  was 
doubtless  one  means  of  hindering  all  thoughts 
of  a real  accommodation. 

44  In  about  n month  after  this  it  was,  that 
both  Houses  of  Parliament  addressed  the  queen, 
to  order  the  duke  of  Marlborough  over  into 
Holland,  to  attend  to  the  great  affair  of  a peace, 
und  in  case  that  project  did  not  take  effect,  to 
prepare  for  an  early  opening  the  campaign.  In 
her  Answer  to  this  Address  (as  bath  been  said) 
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Company,  and  for  the  separate  traders,  was 
read  a second  time,  and  committed  to  a com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House ; to  whom  an  in- 
struction was  given  to  receive  a clause  or 
clauses,  to  provide  4 for  the  instructing  of  the 
4 negroes  iu  the  plantations,  in  the  knowledge 
4 of  the  Christian  religion  :*  But  this  Bill  was 
never  brought  to  perfection,  and  the  only  thing 
the  Commons  did  in  favour  cither  of  the  Com- 
pany or  separate  traders,  was  the  voting  of  an 
Address  to  her  majesty,  “ That  she  would  be 
pleased  to  give  directions,  Tliat  such  ships  of 
war  be  appointed  for  protecting  the  trade  to 
Africa,  as  ihigbt  be  necessary  for  the  preserva- 
tion and  security  thereof.* 

A Supply  granted.]  The  Commons  made 
good  their  assurances  to  the  queen,  for  in  less 
(tun  a month  they  granted  ail  the  necessary 
supplies  for  the  next  year's  service,  amounting 
to  6,184,466/.  7s.  Of  this  sum,  1,500,000/. 
were  raised  by  way  of  lottery,  and  the  rest  put 
on  good  funds. 

The  Queen's  Speech  at  the  Close  if  the  Session.] 
April  5.  The  Queen  came  to  the  House, of 
Peers,  and  after  giving  her  assent  to  several 
bills, made  the  following  Speech  to  both  Houses: 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  ; It  is  with  great 
satisfaction  that  I come  hither  at  this  time  to 
iciumyou  my  hearty  thanks  for  the  murks  of 
duiv  and  affection  which  you  have  given  me 
through  the  whole  course  of  this  session.  And 
I am  to  thank  you,  gentlemen  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  in  a very  particular  manner,  for  the 

she  used  these  words : 4 I am  very  glad  to  find, 

‘ that  you  concur  with  me  in  a just  sense  of  the 
‘ duke  of  Marlborough’s  eminent  services.'  But 
notwithstanding  this,  he  had  not  been  long 
tone,  before  she  gave  a signal  proof  how  much 
his  declared  enemies  were  in  her  favour,  by 
granting  Mr.  Hill  a pension  of  1,000/.  a year; 
and  in  some  time,  she  made  both  him  and  Mr. 
Masham,  men  of  little  or  no  service,  general  of- 
ficers over  the  heads  of  many  brave  men,  who 
had  frequently  hazarded  their  lives  in  her  ser- 
vice, and  had  gone  through  the  toils  and  hard- 
ships of  a tedious  war. 

“ In  the  mean  lime  the  duchess  of  Marlbo- 
rough learnt,  that  the  queen  was  made  to  be- 
lieve, that  she  often  spoke  of  her  in  company 
disrespectfully  : upon  which  she  desired  au 
audience,  in  order  to  justify  herself,  which  she 
obtained  on  the  6th  of  April  ; but  could  make 
nu  impression  upou  the  queen,  whom  she  never 
saw  afterwards,  nor  ever  had  any  correspon- 
dence with  her  majesty,  except  on  two  occa- 
sions relating  to  the  public.  However,  not- 
withstanding this  thorough  alienation  of  the 
queen’s  affections  from  the  duchess,  she  was  not 
yet  divested  of  her  employments  ; it  being, 
perhaps,  not  yet  determined,  who  should 
ineceed  her,  nor  whether  it  were  proper,  that 
die  duke  of  Marlborough  should  have  that  mor- 
tification, before  the  season  was  fully  ripe  for 
die  execution  of  the  new  scheme  ; though  it 
now  was  greatly  advanced.*  Tindal, 
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] great  dispatch  which  you  have  made, in  pro- 
viding, so  early  in  the  year,  such  great  and  ef- 
fectual supplies  for  the  public  service : Tin* 
cannot  but  make  me  very  desirous  to  repeat 
the  assurances  I gave  you  at  the  opening  of 
the  session,  that  they  should  be  very  carefully 
applied  to  the  uses  for  which  you  have  design- 
ed them. — My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ; I cannot 
sufficiently  express  to  you  my  great  concern 
that  you  have  had  so  necessary  an  occasion  of 
taking  up  a great  part  of  your  time  towards 
the  latter  end  of  this  session.— :I  am  confident 
no  prince  that  ever  sate  on  the  throne  has  been 
more  really  and  sincerely  kind  to  the  church 
than  myself,  nor  ever  had  a more  true  and 
tender  concern  for  its  welfare  and  prosperity 
than  I have  and  always  shall  continue  to  have. 
— The  suppre«sing  Immorality,  and  propliane 
and  other  wicked  and  malicious  libels,  is  w hat 
I have  always  earnestly  recommended,  and  shall 
he  glad  of  the  first  opportunity  to  give  my  con- 
sent to  any  laws  that  might  effectually  conduce 
to  that  end  : But  this  being  an  evil  complain- 
ed of  in  ail  times,  it  is  very  injurious  to  take  a 
pretence  from  thence  to  insinuate  that  the 
church  is  iu  any  danger  from  my  administra- 
tion!— I could  heartily  wish  that  men  would 
study  to  be  uuiet,  and  do  their  own  business, 
rather  tlinn  busy  themselves  in  reviving  ques- 
tions aud  disputes  of  a very  high  nature,  and 
which  mu>t  lie  with  nn  ill  intention,  since  they 
can  only  tend  to  foment,  hut  not  to  heal  our 
divisions  and  animosities. — For  my  own  part, 
as  it  lias  pleated  God  to  give  success  to  my  en- 
deavours for  the  Union  of  my  two  kingdoms, 
which  I must  ever  esteem  as  one  of  the  greatest 
blessings  of  my  reign,  so  I hope  his  divi  • good- 
ness will  still  continue  favourable,  and  make 
me  the  happy  instrument  of  that  yet  more  de- 
sirable Union  of  the  hearts  of  all  my  people  in 
the  bonds  of  mutual  affection,  tliat  so  there 
may  remain  no  other  contention  among  you, 
but  who  shall  exceed  the  other  iu  contributing 
to  advance  our  present  happiness,  and  secure 
the  Protestant  Succession. — Finding  by  the  ad- 
vices from  abroad,  that  our  army  has  not  yet 
taken  the  field,  and  that  the  plenipotentiaries 
of  France  are  still  in  Holland,  I think  it  proper 
at  present  to  make  the  prorogation  but  for  a 
very  short  time  *.* 

After  which,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  by  hpr 
majesty's  command,  prorogued  the  parliament 

* 44  In  the  beginning  of  April  the  parliament 
was  prorogued,  and  the  queen  in  her  speech 
thereupon,  expressed  her  concern,  that  there 
was  cause  given  for  that,  which  had  taken  up 
so  much  of  their  time,  wishing  that  all  her 
eople  would  be  quiet,  and  mind  their  own 
ustness ; adding,  that  in  all  times  there  wa* 
too  much  occasion  given  to  complain  of  impiety ; 
but  that  she  would  continue  tliat  zeal,  which 
she  had  hitherto  expressed  for  religion,  and 
for  the  church  : this  seemed  to  look  a different 
way  from  the  whispers  that  had  been  act 
about.  Soon  after  that,  she  made  a step  that 
revived  them  again.*  Burnet. 

3 M 
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until  Tuesday  the  18tb  instant,  when  it  wap 
further  prorogued. 

“ During  this  winter,”  continues  Burnet, 
H as  I was  encouraged  by  the  queen,  to  speak 
more  freely  to  her  of  her  affairs,  than  I had 
ever  ventured  to  do  formerly,  I told  her  what 
reports  were  secretly  spread  of  her  through  the 
nation,  as  if  she  favoured  the  design  of  bringing 
the  Pretender,  to  succeed  to  the  crown,  upon 
a bargain  that  she  should  hold  it  during  her 
life:  I was  sure  these  reports  were  spread 
about  by  persons,  who  were  in  the  confidence 
of  those,  that  were  believed  to  know  her  mind; 
I was  well  assured,  that  the  Jacobites  ofScot- 
land  had,  upon  her  coining  to  the  crown,  sent 
up  one  Ogilby  of  Boyne,  who  was  in  great 
esteem  among  them,  to  propose  the  bargain  to 
her;  he,  when  he  went  back,  gave  the  party 
full  assurances  that  she  accepted  of  it : this  I 
had  from  some  of  the  lords  of  Scotland,  who 
were  then  in  the  secret  with  the  professed 
Jacobites.  The  Earl  Cromarty  made  a speech 
in  parliament,  ns  was  formerly  mentioned, 
contradicting  this,  and  alluding  to  the  distinc- 
tion of  the  Calvinists,  made  between  the 
secret  and  the  revealed  will  of  God  ; he  as- 
sured them,  the  queen  had  no  secret  will, 
contrary  to  that  w hich  she  declared  : yet  at 
the  same  time  his  brother  gave  the  party  as- 
surances to  the  contrary.  I told  the  queen  all 
this : and  said,  if  she  was  capable  of  making 
such  a bargain  for  herself,  by  w hich  her  people 
were  to  be  delivered  up  and  sacrificed  after 
her  death,  as  it  would  darken  all  the  glory  of 
her  reign,  so  it  must  set  all  her  people  to 
consider  of  the  most  proper  ways  of  securing 
themselves  by  bringing  over  the  Protestant 
Successors ; in  which,  I told  her  plainly  I 
would  concur,  if  she  did  not  take  effectual 
moans  to  extinguish  those  jealousies.  I told 
her,  her  ministers  had  served  her  with  that 
fidelity,  and  such  success,  that  her  making  a 
change  among  them  would  amaze  all  the  world. 
The  glory  of  queen  Elizabeth’s  reign  arose  from 
the  firmness  of  her  counsels,  and  the  continu- 
ance of  her  ministers;  as  the  three  last  reigns,  in 
which  the  ministry  was  often  changed,  had 
suffered  extremely  by  it.  I also  shewed  her, 
that  if  she  .suffered  the  Pretender’s  party  to 
prepare  the  nation,  for  his  succeeding  her,  she 
ought  not  to  imagine,  that  when  they  thought 
they  had  fixed  that  matter,  they  would  stay 
for  rhe  uatural  end  of  her  life;  hut  that  they 
would  find  ways  to  shorten  it : nor  did  1 think 
it  was  to  be  doubted,  hut  that  in  1703,  when 
the  Pretender  was  upon  the  sea,  they  hud 
laid  some  assassinates  here  w ho,  upon  the  news 
of  his  lauding,  would  have  tried  to  dispatch 
her.  It  was  certain,  that  their  interest  led- 
them  to  it,  as  it  was  known  that  their  prin- 
ciples did  allow  of  it.  .Tins,  with  a great  deal 
more  to  tbe-  same  purpose,  I hid  before  the 
queen  ; she  heard  me  patiently ; she  was  for 
the  most  part  silent:  yet,  by  what  she  said, 
deemed  drrirous  to  make  me  think,  she  agreed 
to  what  I hid  before  her ; hut  I found  after- 
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Principat.  Occurrences  dub  rue  the  Re- 
cess— The  Duke  oj  Shrewsbury  made  Lord  Cham- 
berlain— The  Queen’s  Letter  thereon  to  the  Lari 
erf  Gotfalp flirt — The  Lari' i Answer — The  Eari 
of  Sunderland  dismissed — The  Lord  Dartmouth 
made  Secretary  of  State — The  Tories  elated  at 
this  Change — The  Whigs  alarmed  at  it— The 
Hank  interfere  in  favour  of  the  Ministry— The 
Earl  of  Godolphin  dismissed — Sac  hererelCt  Pro- 
gress into  Wales — The  Parliament  dissolved— 
Other  Changes  in  the  Ministry — The  Leu- 
tenancy  of  London  changed — Progress  of  fi 
Elections. 

tc  The  duke  of  Shrewsbury,”  says  TindJ, 
u who  had  voted  for  the  acquittal  of  Sack* 
verell,  was  appointed  Lord  Chamberlain  in  the 
room  of  the  marquis  of  Kent,  who  was  marie 
a duke.  The  duke  of  Shrewsbury  had  gone 
out  of  England,  towards  the  end  of  the  reign  of 
king  William,  thinking,  as  he  gave  out,  that  a 
wanner  climate  was  necessary  for  b:s  health 
He  staid  several  years  at  Rome,  where  he  be- 
came acquainted  with  a Roman  lady ; who, 
upon  his  leaving  Rome  to  return  to  England, 
went  after  him  to  Augsburg,  where  she  over* 
took  him,  and  declared  herself  a Protestant: 
upon  which  he  married  her  there,  and  carat 
with  her  back  to  England  in  1706.  Upon  ha 
return,  the  Whigs  lived  in  civilities  with  him; 
but  they  thought  his  leaving  England,  and  hi 
living  so  long  out  of  if,  w hile  the  nation  was  in 
so  much  danger,  and  his  strange  marriage, 
gave  just  cause  of  suspicion.  The  duke  of 
Marlborough  and  the  lord  Godolphin  lived  Mill 
in  friendship  with  him,  and  studied  to  out- 
come the  jealousies,  that  the  Whigs  had  of 
him;  for  they  generally  believed,  that  he  had 
advised  king  William  to  the  change,  which  hi 
made  in  his  ministry  towards  die  end  of  ks 
reign.  He  seemed  not  to  be  concerned  at 
the  distance,  in  which  he  was  kept  from  busi- 
ness ; but,  as  was  observed  above,  in  the  trial 
of  Dr.  Sncheverell,  he  left  the  Whigs  in 
vote;  and  the  change  of  Lis  principles, 
he  had  discovered  by  this,  was  imputed  tv  * 
secret  management  between  hun  nod  w* 
Harley  with  the  new  favourite.  But,  he!ore 
the  queen  declared  her  intention  for  giving  kr. 
the  Lord-Chamberlain’s  stall*,  she  thought  fit, 
for  form  sake,  and  perhaps  to  cover  her  fa* 
ther  designs,  to  communicate  her  resolution  w 
the  earl  of  Godolphin,  who,  being  then  at  Ne** 
market, sent  a letter  to  the  queen;  to  wh*tn 
her  majesty  wrote  with  her  own  hand,  CD  tk 
13th  of  April,  the  following  answer: 

“ 1 1 cm  sorrv  to  find  by  your  letter,  you  err 
* so  very  much  in  the  spleen,  as  to  thxui 
4 cannot,  for  the  future,  contribute  nny  tbi0l 
1 towards  my  quiet  but  your  wishes.  However 
1 1 will  still lippe  you  will  use  your  endeavour- 
‘ Never  was  there  more  occasion  than  now> 

wards  it  had  ro  effect  upon  her : yrt  I ^ 
great  quiet  in  my  own  mind,  since  1 had,">[“ 
an  honest  freedom,  made  the  best  use  Icon** 
of  the  access  1 hud  to  her.” 
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* far  by  all  one  hears  nnd  sees  every  dav,  as 
4 things  are  at  present,  I think  one  can  expect 
4 nothing  but  confusion.  I am  sure,  for  my 

* parr,  I shall  be  ready  to  join  with  all  ray 
4 friends  in  every  thing,  that  is  reasonable,  to 

* ttilay  the  heat  and  ferment,  that  is  in  this  poor 
‘ nation.  Since  you  went  to  Newmarket,  I 
‘ have  received  several  assurances  from  the 

* doke  of  Shrewsbury  of  bis  readiness  to  serve 
4 upon  all  occasions,  and  his  willingness  to 
1 come  into  my  sen  ice ; which  offer  I was  very 
4 glad  to  accept  of ; having  a very  good  opinion 
4 of  him,  and  believing  lie  may  be  of  great  use 

* in  these  troublesome  times.  For  these  rea- 
‘ sous  I have  resolved  to  pert  with  the  duke  of 
‘ Kent,  who,  1 hope,  will  be  easy  in  this  matter 
‘ by  being  made  a duke  ; and,  I hope,  that 
•this change  will  meet  with  yciir  approbation, 

‘ which  I wish  1 may  ever  have  in  all  my  ac- 

* lions.  I have  not  yet  declared  my  intentions 
‘of  giving  the  staff  and  the  key  to  the  duke  of 
‘ Shrewsbury,  because  I would  be  the  first  that 
4 should  acquaint  you  with  it.” 

“ The  Lord -Treasurer,  who  well  understood 
the  meaning,  and  foresaw  the  consequences 
of  such  a change,  wrote  to  the  queen  the  fol- 
lowing letter  : 

44  Newmarket,  April  15,  1710. 
"*  I have  the  honour  of  your  majesty’s  letter 
‘of  the  13tli,  by  which  1 have  the  grief  to  fiud 

* that  what  you  are  pleased  to  call  spleen  in  my 
‘ former  letter,  was  only  a true  impulse  and 

* conviction  of  mind,  that  your  majesty  is  suf- 
‘ faring  yourself  to  be  guided  to  your  own  ruin 

* and  destruction,  as  last  as  it  is  possible  for 
‘ them  to  compass  it,  to  whom  you  seem  so 

* much  to  hearken. — I am  not  therefore  so 
‘ much  surprized,  as  concerned  at  the  resolu- 
4 tion  which  your  majesty  says  you  have  taken 
‘of bringing  in  the  duke  of  Shrewsbury.  For 
‘ when  people  began  to  be  sensible,  it  would 
‘ he  difficult  to  persuade  your  majesty  to  dissolve 

* a parliament,  which  for  two  winters  together 
4 had  given  you  above  six  millions  a year 
4 lor  the  support  of  a war,  upon  which  your 
‘ crown  depends ; even  while  that  war  is 
‘ still  subsisting,  they  have  had  the  cunning 
‘ contrive  this  proposal  to  your  majesty, 

4 *bicli,  »n  its  consequence,  will  certainly  put 
‘ you  under  a necessity  of  breaking  the  parlia- 
4 ment,  though  contrary  (I  yet  believe)  to  your 
4 mind  and  intention. — I beg  your  mnjesty  to 
‘ he  persuaded,  1 donut  say  this  out  of  the 
‘least  prejudice  to  the  duke  of  Shrewsbury, 

lhere  is  no  inan,  of  whose  capacity  1 have 
4 had  a better  impression  ; nor  with  whom  I 

* have  lived  more  easily  and  freely  for  above 
4 twenty  years.  Your  majesty  may  please  to 
‘remember  that,  at  your  first  coining  to  the 
4 crown,  I was  desirous  he  should  have  had 
‘ one  of  the  chief  posts  in  your  service  ; nnd 
4 |t  would  have  been  happy  foi^  your  ma- 
4jwy  and  the  kingdom,  if  he  had  accepted 
‘ that  offer.  Bat  he  thought  fit  to  decline  it  ; 

‘ and  the  reasons  generally  given  at  that  time 
‘ ^or  his  doing  so,  do  not  much  recommend 
4 him  to  your  majesty’s  service.  But  I must 
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4 endeavour  to  let  your  majesty  ?ce  things  as 
4 they  really  are  : and  to  bring  him  into  your 
4 service  and  into  your  business  at  this  time, 

4 just  after  his  being  jn  a public  open  conjunc- 
4 tion  in  every  vote  with  the  vs  hole  body  of 
‘ t lie  Tories,  and  tu  a priv  ate  constant  corres- 
4 pondence  and  caballing  with  Mr.  Harley  in 
4 every  thing,  what  consequence  can  this  pos- 
4 sihly  have,  hut  to  make  every  man,  that  is 

4 now  in  your  cabinet  council,  except , to 

4 run  from  it,  a»  they  would  from  the  plague  ? 

4 And  I leave  it  to  your  majesty  to  judge, 

4 what  effect  this  intire  change  of  your  mi- 
4 iiisters  w ill  have  among  your  allies  abroad  ; 

4 and  how  well  this  war  is  like  to  be  carried 
4 on,  in  their  opinion,  by  those  who  have  all  along 
4 opposed  and  obstructed  it,  and  who  will  like 
4 any  peace  the  better,  the  more  it  leaves  France 
4 at  liberty  tu  take  their  time  of  imposing  the 
4 Pretender  upon  this  country. — These  consi- 
4 derations  must  certainly  make  Holland  run 
4 immediately  into  a sepnrate  peace  jvvitli 
4 France,  and  makp  your  majesty  lose  all  the 
4 hononrand  all  the  reputation  your  arms  had 
4 acquired  by  the  war  : and  make  the  kingdom 
4 lose  all  the  fruits  of  that  vast  expence,  which 
4 they  have  been  at  in  this  war,  as  well  as  all 
4 the  advantage  and  safety,  « hiclr  they  hod  so 
4 much  need  of,  and  had  so  fair  a prospect  of 
4 obtaining  by  it.  And  can  any  body  imagine, 

4 that,  after  so  great  a disappointment  to  the 

* kingdom,  there  will  not  be  an  inquiry  into, 

4 the  causes  of  it ; and  who  have  been  the  oc- 
4 casiou  of  so  great  a change  in  your  majesty’s 
‘ measures  and  counsels,  which  had  been  so 
4 long  successful,  and  gotten  you  so  great  a 
4 name  in  the  world  ? I am  very  much  afraid 

* your  majesty  will  find,  when  it  is  too  late, 

4 that  it  will  le  a pretty  difficult  task  for  any 
4 body  to  stand  against  such  an  inquiry.  I am 
4 sure,  ifl  did  not  think  all  these  consequence* 
4 inevitable,  I would  never  give  your  majesty 
4 the  trouble  and  uneasiness  of  laying  them 
4 before  you.  But  persuaded  as  1 am,  that 
4 your  majesty  will  find  them  so,  it  is  my  indi>- 
4 pensable  duty  to  do  it  out  of  pure  faithfulness 
4 and  zenl  for  your  majesty’s  service  and  honour. 
4 Your  majesty's  having  taken  a resolution  of 
4 so  much  consequence  to  all  your  affairs,  both 
4 at  home  and  abroad,  without  acquainting  the 
4 duke  of  Marlborough  or  me  with  it  till  after 
4 you  had  token  if,  is  the  least  part  of  my 
4 mortification  in  this  whole  affair,  though 
4 perhaps  the  world  may  think  the  long  and 
4 faithful  services  we  have  constantly  and 
4 zealously  endeavoured  to  do  your  majesty, 
4 might  have  deserved  u little  more  considera- 
tion. However,  for  my  own  part  I most 
4 humbly  beg  leave  to  assure  your  majesty,  I 
4 will  never  give  the  least  obstruction  to  your 
4 measures  or  to  any  ministers  you  shall  please 
4 to  employ.  And  I must  beg  further,  to  make 
4 two  humble  requests  to  your  majesty  : the 
4 one,  that  you  will  allow  me  to  pass  the  re- 
4 mainder  my  life  always  out  ut  Loudon, 
4 where  I may  find  most  exse  and  quiet.  Tim 
4 other,  that  you  would  keep  this  letter,  and 
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* read  it  again  about  next  Christmas,  and  then 
‘ be  pleased  to  make  your  own  judgment,  who 
‘ hath  given  you  the  best  and  most  faithful 

* advice/ 

44  Tins  Letter  made  no  impression  upon 
the  queen,  who,  two  days  before  she  received 
it,  being  already  fixed  in  her  choice,  delivered, 
on  the  14th  of  April,  t he  staff  and  key  to  the 
duke  of  Shrewsbury,  who  gave  the  ministers 
very  positive  assurances,  that  his  principles 
were  the  same  they  had  been  during  the  last 
reign,  and  were  in  no  respect  altered.  Upon 
which  he  desired  to  enter  luto  confidences  with 
them ; but  there  was  now  too  much  ground 
given  fur  suspicion. w 

“ About  the  beginning  of  June,  the  design 
of  turning  out  the  earl  of  Suuderland*  from 

* “ Son  of  Robert,  second  earl  of  Sunder- 
land, minister  to  both  brothers,  Charles  2 and 
James  2.  Queen  Anne  sent  him  on  embas- 
sies, and  made  him  a commissioner  for  the 
Union  ; and,  when  he  was  left  out  of  the  ad- 
ministration, she  olfered  him  a pension,  which 
lie  nobly  refused.  George  1,  to  whom  he  was 
personally  known  before  his  accession,  raised 
him  successively  to  the  highest  offices  in  the 
state,  and  gave  him  the  order  of  the  gai  ter ; 
and  lie  was  thought  to  have  gained  the  same 
ascendancy  over  the  mind  of  George  J,  as  his  fa- 
ther had  possessed  over  that  of  James  2.  lie  died 
April  29,  172‘i;  it  was  said,  fortunately  for  the 
House  of  Brunswick,  being  as  treacherous  to 
them  as  his  father  had  been  to  the  Stuarts. 
Ile-had  been  one  of  the  council,  groom  of  the 
stole,  privy  seal,  vice-treasurer  of  Ireland,  se- 
cretary of  state,  president  of  the  council,  first 
commissioner  of  the  treasury,  twice  lord  justice 
of  England  under  the  king ; but  he  retired  so 
entirely  disgusted,  that  nothing  could  have  in- 
duced him  to  resume  the  great  offices  he  had 
resigned.  How  diflYrent  was  this  conduct  to 
that  ofhis  mother-in-law,  who  interceded,  by 
letter,  to  queen  Anne,  to  restore  him  to  Ins 
employments;  that  proud  duebess,  soliciting 
it,  as  she  expressed  herself,  1 upon  her  knees.’ 
Of  the  abilities  of  the  earls  of  Sunderland 
there  can  be  no  doubt.  The  treachery  of  the 
one  stands  unrivalled.  The  other  died,  fortu- 
nately, perhaps,  for  his  reputation.  It  is,  how- 
ever, to  his  honour,  that,  with  all  his  opportu- 
nities, he  never  increased  his  patrimonial  in- 
heritance. Ilis  lordship  loved  mid  cherished 
learning,  and  his  extensive  library  was  selected 
with  great  judgment.  His  wives  were,  Ara- 
bella, youngest  daughter  aujJ  co-heir  of  Henry 
Cavendish,  duke  of  Newcastle;  Anne,  daugh- 
ter of  John,  duke  of  Marlborough ; and  Judith, 
daughter  arid  co-heir  of  the  honourable  Ben- 
jamin Ticliborne.  By  the  first  he  had  only  a 
daughter;  by  the  second,  Robert,  fourth  earl  of 
•Sunderland;  diaries,  the  fifth  earl,  who  dy- 
ing unmarried,  was  succeeded  in  that  title  by 
his  brother,  who  became,  by  maternal  descent, 
duke  of  Marlborough;  a nobleman  as  good 
as  great,  The  carls  Spencer  descend  also  from 
this  marriage.  By  the  last  alliance  were  several 
children  : the  youngest  was  posthumous.  Wil- 
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the  post  of  secretary  of  state,  began  to  be 
talked  of.  As  soon  us  this  design  reached  tbe 
duke  of  Marlborough,  who  was  then  abroad  tt 
the  head  of  the  army,  he  wrote  a very  moving 
letter  to  the  queen,  representing  the  very  ill 
consequence*  it  would  necessarily  have  upon 
all  affairs  abroad,  to  have  lus  son-in-law,  against 
whose  fidelity  nothing  could  be  objected,  and 
in  whom  the  allies  hud  so  entire  a confidence, 
turned  out  of  her  service  in  the  raiduie  of  a 
campaign  ; and  begging  it  as  a reward  of  tH 
his  past  services,  that  she  would  at  least  delay 
her  resolution  till  the  campaign  was  ended. 
The  duchess  of  Marlborough  was  likewise  urged 
by  some  friends  to  try  to  say  something,  to 
divert,  if  possible,  such  a stroke ; because  it  was 
given  out,  that  the  queen  would  do  this  chiedr 
on  the  duchess’s  account,  that  she  might  feel 
the  effects  of  her  displeasure  iu  so  sensible  and 
tender  a point.  No  consideration,  proper  to 
herself,  could  have  induced  the  duchess  to 
trouble  the  queen  again  after  that  last  confer- 
sation  : but  she  was  overcome  by  the  consi- 
deration of  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  the  earl 
of  Sunderland,  and  the  public  interest,  and 
wrote  to  the  queen,  on  the  7tli  of  June,  17 10, 
begging,  for  the  duke  of  Marlborough’s  sake, 
that  her  majesty  would  not  give  him  such  a 
blow,  of  which  she  dreaded  the  consequence; 
putting  her  majesty  in  mind  of  her  letter  about 
the  duke,  upon  the  victory  at  Blenheim;  and 
adding  the  most  solemn  assurances,  that  she 
had  not  so  much  as  a wish  tu  remove  Mrs. 


liam,  the  eldest  of  them,  dying  at  two  years  of 
nge.  only  two  days  after  the  earl  his  father,  was 
buried  w ith  him  at  Briugton : bis  death  was 
owing  to  having  had  * the  small-pox  inoco- 
4 lated  upon  him.’  Mackay  describes  lord  Sun- 
derland ns  being  * very  fair  complexioned,  and 
‘ of  a middle  stature/”  Noble’s  Granger. 

u It  seems  to  have  been  the  earl  of  Sunder- 
land's fortune  to  have  learned  his  divinity  from 
his  uncle,  and  his  politics  from  his  tutor  (Dr- 
Tritnnell.)  Itrany  be  thought  a blemish  in 
character,  that  he  has  much  fallen  from  dw 
height  of  those  republican  principles*  with 
which  he  began ; for  iu  his  father’s  life  tin*, 
while  he  was  a member  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, lie  would  often,  among  his  familur 
friends,  refuse  the  title  of  lord,  (as  lie  has  done 
to  myself)  swear  he  would  never  be  earn’d 
otherwise  than  Charles  Spencer,  and  hoped  w 
sec  the  day  when  «l»cre  should  not  be  a peer  m 
England.  Ilis  understanding,  at  the  best,  ifot 
the  middling  size;  neither  has  he  much  »m* 
proved  it,  either  in  reality,  or,  which 
unfortunate,  even  in  the  opinion  of  the 
by  an  overgrown  library.  It  is  hard  to  decide, 
whether  he  learned  (hat  rough  way  of  ti**ouf 
his  sovereign,  from  the  lady  he  is  allied  to,  of 
whether  it  lie  the  result  of  his  own  nature- 
The  sense  of  the  injuries  he  has  done,  readers 
him  (as  it  is  very  natural)  implacable  toww  * 
those,  to  whom  be  hns  given  greatest  cause  to 
complain  ; for  which  reason,  he  will  acrer  to* 
give  either  the  queen  or  the  present  treasu^* 
Swift’s  Tour  Last  Years  of  the  Queen. 


!>05]  PARL  HISTORY,  0 Anne,  17 10. — during  the  Recess ■ [906 


Mosbam ; and  tint  all  the  noise,  which  had 
been  about  an  address  for  that  purpose,  had 
been  occasioned  by  tlie  duke  of  Marlborough’s 
discontents  at  that  tint*.  To  this  the  queen 
wrote  a wry  short  and  harsh  answer,  complain- 
ing, that  the  duchess  had  broke  her  promise  of 
not  saying  any  thing  of  politics  or  of  Mrs. 
Mashain,  and  concluding,  that  it  was  plain 
from  this  ill  usage,  wtrat  she  was  to  expert  for 
tlie  future.  The  duchess  upon  this  wrote  a 
second  letter,  in  which  slat  assured  lier  ma- 
jesty, that  slie  should  not  have  troubled  her 
with  the  lint,  but  that  she  had  beard  it  re- 
ported, that  the  persecution,  begun  against  the 
duke  of  Marlborough  and  his  family,  was 
chiefly  occasioned  by  her  majesty's  displeasure 
Rod  aversion  to  her,  as  having  promoted  an 
address  against  Mrs.  Alasbaui : that  it  was 
only  to  vindicate  herself  from  that  aspersion, 
that  she  bad  presumed  to  trouble  her  majesty  : 
that  she  could  not  imagine  it  could  be  inter- 
preted as  an  offence,  to  vindicate  herself  from 
what  was  now  made  tlie  pretence  for  turning 
out  the  earl  of  Sunderland,  and  pushing  the 
duke  of  Marlborough  to  extremities : that  she 
had  no  reason  to  think,  that  tlie  assuring  her 
majesty,  that  she  would  never  hare  any  iiand 
in  any  thing  against  Mrs.  Mnsbluu,  could  have 
I wren  construed  as  an  ungrateful  speaking  about 
her,  or  called  a continuation  of  ill  usage  : that 
she  thought  this  was  rattier  a complying  with 
her  majesty’s  inclination,  and  saving  what  she 
could  not  but  approve : that  all  the  politics  in 
her  letter  was  her  concern  for  the  duke ; mak- 
ing it  ber  last  request,  titat  her  majesty  would 
only  defer  tlie  blow  till  the  end  of  the  cam- 
paign. This  (she  added)  she  begged  upon  her 
knees,  and  left  her  majesty  to  judge,  whether, 
after  such  an  expression,  it  was  likely  that  she 
should  ever  enter  into  any  thing  that  could 
displease  her.* 

“ VS  lietiier  the  duchess’s  interfering  in  this 

• “ Perhaps  it  may  he  con  jectured,  that  if 
oa  the  dismission  of  Sunderland,  which  was 
sure  to  be  followed  by  other  changes,  notwith- 
standing the  positive  assurances  ol  the  queen 
to  tlie  contrary,  Godoiplun  and  all  his  friends 
ltad  instantly  resigned  their  places,  and  if  the 
duke  of  Marlborough  had  given  up  his  com- 
mand of  the  mmy,  so  unanimous  and  hold  a 
measure  would  have  dispirited  the  queen,  and 
alarmed  tlie  Tories.  Under  tbese  impressions 
she  could  not  bave  ventured  to  make  a sudden 
and  total  change ; she  would  probably  have 
been  checked  by  tlie  apprehension  of  alienat- 
ing the  whole  party  of  the  Whigs,  who  then 
formed  a large  majority  iu  parliament,  and  of 
disgusting  the  monied  men,  many  of  whom 
made  the  public  credit  personal  to  Godoiplun, 
imd  scrupling  to  advance  money  upon  the 
faith  of  tlie  nation,  offered  it  upon  his  single 
word.  She  would  have  dreaded  the  remon- 
strances of  the  Emperor  and  tlie  Dutch,  who 
justly  considered  the  great  successes  of  the 
war  as  principally  owing  to  the  military  talents 
of  Marlborough.  Such  was  the  opiuion  of 


matter,  hastened  the  execution  of  the  design, 
is  not  known;  but  it  is  certain,  that  it  did  not 
retard  it,  for  lord  Sunderland  was,  on  the  14th 
of  June,  dismissed  the  office,  and  the  seals 
given,  the  next  day,  to  the  lord  Dartmouth, 
one  of  the  lords  commissioners  of  trade  and 
plantations,  and  son-in-law  to  the  earl  of  Not- 
tingham. 

“ The  liigb-Churcb  party  were  much  pleased 
and  elated  upon  this  alteration,  which  they 
looked  upon  as  a sure  forerunner  of  greater 
changes;  “ extolling  tlie  queen  for  assorting 
her  just  prerogative,  and  setting  herself  free 
from  an  arbitrary  junto,  who  kept  her  in  an  in- 
glorious dependence  on  their  will  and  caprice.” 
And  it  was  said,  the  duke  of  Beaufort,  being 
about  this  time  come  to  court  to  pay  his  re- 
spects to  ber  majesty,  told  her,  “ That  he  was 
extremely  glad  he  could  now  salute  her  queen.” 
On  the  other  hand,  the  Whigs  were  the  more 
alarmed,  as  the  best  part  of  their  wealth  was 
lodged  in  the  Exchequer  and  public  funds;  and, 
as  they  rightly  considered,  that  tiie  removal  of 
the  earl  of  Sunderland  was  but  a step  to  come 
at  the  lord-treasurer,  in  whose  capacity,  punc- 
tuality, and  integrity,  the  monied  men  reposed 
an  inure  confidence ; and  they  foresaw,  that 
his  being  laid  aside  would  very  much  affect  the 
public  credit,  as  it  immediately  did.  Where- 
upon, sir  Gilbert  Ileathcote,  governor  of  the 
Bank  of  England;  Nathaniel  Gould,  deputy- 
governor;  Francis  Eyles  and  sir  William  Sca- 
wen,  two  of  the  directors,  made  their  applica- 
tion to  the  duke  of  Newcastle,  lord  privy-sea), 
to  whom,  having  represented  the  dangers  likely 
to  nueud  the  change  of  the  ministry,  the  duke 
introduced  them  to  the  queen,  who  told  them, 
“ That  she,  for  some  time  before,  had  resolved 
to  remove  the  earl  of  Sunderland  for  particular 
reasons  of  state ; but  that  she  bad  not  yet  de- 
termined to  make  any  other  changes ; and, 
whenever  she  should,  she  would  take  care  that 


Walpole  ; and  sir  Richard  Temple,  afienvards 
lord  Cobliam,  expressed  his  sentiments  in  fa- 
vour of  a general  resignation,  in  a spirited 
letter  to  his  friend  Walpole  with  whom  lie  then 
acted,  and  by  whom  he  had  been  strongly  re- 
commended to  the  duke  uf  Marlborough. 
But,  both  Walpole  and  his  brother  Horace 
foresaw  and  lament' d that  the  Whigs,  instead 
uf  adopting  this  decisive  and  manly  conduct, 
would  be  divided  among  them-elves,  and  that 
several  would  listen  to  the  insidious  overtures 
of  Uariey.  In  effect,  that  artful  minister  flat- 
tered them  wiih  the  hopes  that  the  parliament 
would  not  he  dissolved,  and  representing  the 
danger  which  would  threaten  the  constitution 
and  religion,  should  their  whole  body  desert 
the  queen,  he  used  the  remarkable  expressions, 
‘ That  a Whig  game  was  intended  at  the  bot- 
tom,' and  that  his  great  object  would  be  to 
promote  the  Protestant  Succession.  Tliesc  re- 
presentations and  promises  had  a due  effect, 
and  helped  to  break  tlie  phalani,  which,  had  it 
remained  firm  and  compact,  must  have  been 
invincible.”  Coxc’s  Walpole. 
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the  public  credit  might  not  be  injured  thereby." 
Ppon  this  it  wns  reported,  the  queen  had  de- 
clared, she  designed  to  make  no  more  altera- 
tion* in  the  ministry,  which  immediately  re- 
stored the  public  funds  to  their  former  value ; 
but  they  soun  began  to  fail  again,  and  many 
foreigners  withdrew  their  effects  from  England, 
upon  a strong  report,  that  not  only  the  lord- 
treasurer  would  be  laid  aside,  but  even  the 
parliament  dissolved. 

“ On  the  8th  of  August,  the  very  day  after 
the  queen  had  expressed  her  desire  to  the  aarl 
of  Godolphin  himself,  that  he  would  continue 
in  her  service,  she  dismissed  him  ; and  her  let- 
ter of  order  to  him  to  break  his  staff,  was  sent 
by  no  worthier  a messenger  than  a man  in  a 
livery,  to  be  left  with  his  lordship's  porter. 
The  queen  indeed  confessed  to  those,  who  ex- 
postulated with  her  upon  this  occasion,  “ That 
she  was  sorry  for  it,  but  could  not  help  it.” 
The  next  day  it  was  declared,  that  the  queen 
had  appointed  earl  Paulet,  Mr.  Robert  Hurley, 
Mr.  Henry  l’aget,  sir  Thomas  Manscl,  and  Mr. 
Robert  Benson,  Commissioners  of  the  Trea- 
sury. Though  lord  Paulet  was  the  first  in  form, 
Mr.  Ilarley*  was  the  person  with  whom  the 

* “ Robert  Harley,  esq.  son  of  sir  Edward 
Harley,  knt.  was  born  near  Covent  Garden, 
London,  Dec.  5,  1661,  and  educated  at  Shil- 
ton, near  Burford,  Oxfordshire.  He  was  first 
chosen  member  of  parliament  for  Trcgony,  and 
afterwards  for  Radnor.  He  became  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Commons  in  1701,  which  dig- 
nity he  held  during  three  successive  parlia- 
ments. In  April  1704  he  was  sworn  of  the 
privy-council,  and  in  May  following  one  of  the 
principal  Secretaries  of  Stale  to  queen  Anne, 
in  17 10  lie  was  constituted  a commissioner  of 
the  Treasury,  and  chancellor  and  uniter-trea- 
surer of  the  Exchequer.  In  March  1711  he  re- 
ceived a stab  with  a penknife  from  Antoine  de 
Guiscard,  a French  refugee,  while  under  exa- 
mination of  the  privy-council.  On  his  recovery 
he  was  advanced  to  the  peerage  by  the  stile 
and  titles  of  baron  Harley,  earl  of  Oxford  and 
earl  Mortimer,  and  appointed  Lord  High-Trea- 
surer of  Great- Britain.  Iiv  1718  he  was  elect- 
ed a knight  companion  of  the  order  of  the  Gar- 
ter, and  installed  at  VYiudsor  the  year  following. 
After  the  death  of  queen  Anue  his  lordihip’s 
career  of  greatness  received  a check,  and  he 
was  impeached  by  ihe  House  of  Commons,  on 
June  10,  1715,  of  liigh-trcnson,  and  high-crimes 
and  misdemeanors.  On  July  16  he  was  com- 
mitted to  the  Tower  by  the  House  of  Lords, 
where  he  suffered  a severe  confinement  till 
July  1,  1717,  when  after  a public  trial  he  was 
unanimously  acquitted  by  his  peers.  After  his 
lordship’s  decease,  on  May  21, 1721,  a splendid 
character  was  given  of  him , which  may  be  seen 
in  Collins’s  Peerage  ; and  Pope  has  embalmed 
liis  memory  with  never-dying  verse,  in  a dedi- 
catory epistle  to  Parnell’s  poems,  » hicb  were 
published  after  lord  Oxford's  imprisonment  in 
tbe  Tower  and  his  subsequent  retreat  into  the 
country, — where  he  was 
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secret  was  lodged  ; and  it  was  visible,  he  *«j 
the  chief  minister,  being  at  the  same  time 
made  chancellor  and  under-treasurer  of  the 
Exchequer,  in  tbe  room  of  Mr.  Smith,  who  *x« 
afterwards  made  a Teller  of  the  Exchequer. 
And  now  it  appeared,  that  a total  change  ot 
the  ministry,  and  the  dissolution  of  tbe  parlia- 
ment, were  resolved  on. 

“ In  the  mean  while  Dr.  Sacbeverell,  being 
presented  to  a benefice  in  North- Wales, 
•went  down  to  take  possession  of  it:  as  be 
passed  through  the  counties,  both  going  and 
coming,  he  was  received  and  followed  by  such 
numbers,  and  entertained  with  such  nugaifi- 
cence,  that  our  princes  in  their  progresses  hue 
not  been  more  run  alter  than  he  w as.  Great 
fury  and  violence  appeared  on  many  occasions, 
though  care  was  taken  to  give  bis  followers  no 
sort  of  provocation  : he  was  looked  on  as  the 
champion  of  the  church;  and  he  shewed  as 
much  insolence  on  that  occasion,  as  his  part; 
did  folly.  No  notice  wns  taken  by  the  go- 
vernment of  all  these  tumultuous  proceeding: ; 
they  were  rather  encouraged  than  checked. 
All  this  was  like  a prelude  to  a greater  scene, 
which  was  to  be  acted  at  Court. 

“ Pleas’d  to  escape  from  flattery  to  wit:’’ 
yet  in  vain,  said  the  “ poet  of  reason,”  and  »e 
may  add,  of  passion  too: 

“ In  vain  to  desarts  thy  retreat  is  made; 

I he  Muse  attends  thee  to  thy  silent  shade : 
*Tis  hers,  the  brave  man’s  latest  steps  to  trace, 
llejudge  his  acts,  and  dignify  disgrace. 

When  Interest  calls  off  all  her  sneaking  train, 
And  all  tlf  oblig’d  desert,  and  nil  the  vain; 
She  waits,  or  to  the  scaffold,  or  the  cell, 

When  the  last  lingering  friend  lias  bid  farewe  l 
Ev’n  now,  she  shades  thy  ev’ning  walk  with  bays 
(No  hireling  she,  no  prostitute  to  praise), 

Ev’n  now,  observant  of  the  parting  ray, 

Eyes  the  calm  sunset  of  thy  various  day, 
Through  fortune's  cloud  one  truly  great  can  srr. 
Nor  fears  to  tell,  that  Mortimer  is  he.’ 

“ From  such  a picture  of  this  peer,  we  natu- 
rally infer  that  he  was  a very  great  as  well  as 
good  man  : yet  he  has  been  represented  by 
others  as  very  remote  from  either  goodness  or 
greatness ; and  particularly  by  lord  Bolinf 
broke  in  his  letter  tp  sir  William  Windham, 
where  the  portrait  given  of  bim  is  not  only 
mean  but  odious.  It  may  therefore  he  reason- 
able to  suppose  that  lord  Oxford  had  his  alloy 
of  infirmities,  notwithstanding  the  fine  things 
said  for  him  ; and  it  is  equally  reasonable  not 
to  believe  all  that  a rival  minister  hns  said 
against  iiim,  especially  after  they  had  disagreed 
He  appears  to  have  been  a great  encourager « 
literature;  and  the  greatest  collector  in  bis 
time  of  all  curious  books  in  print  or  manuscript, 
especially  those  concerning  the  history  of  n» 
own  country.  He  wns  also  a person  of  usie 
and  learning,  under  which  character  we  find  » 
proposal  addressed  to  him  by  Swift,  for 
recting,  improving,  and  ascertaining  the  r.ng- 
lists  tongue.”  Park’s  enlarged  edition  of  Up 
ford’s  Noble  Authors,  vol.  p.  109. 
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u The  queen  in  September  came  to  council, 
and  called  for  a proclamation  to  dissolve  the 
parliament,*  which  sir  Simon  llarcourt  (made 
Aitornej-General  in  the  room  of  sir  James 
Montague,  who  had  quitted  that  post)  had  pre- 
pared. When  it  was  read,  the  lord-chancellor  f 

• “ Mr.  Harley,  with  whom  the  queen  chiefly 
consulted  about  the  new  arrangements,  was 
probably  desirous  to  unite  with  the  priucipal 
members  of  the  Whig  administration,  upon  the 
condition  of  their  agreeing  to  measures  for  com- 
pelling the  allies  to  a strict  performance  of 
their  engagements,  and  of  their  listening  to 
reasonable  terms  of  peace,  by  which  it  was  un- 
derstood, that  every  possible  security  should 
be  obtained  for  the  Protestant  Succession. 
Agrmbiv  to  this  system,  the  queen  at  first 
dismissed  only  a few  of  the  Whigs,  and  when 
those  who  still  remained  in  office  obstinately 
refused  to  agree  to  any  compromise  or  coalition, 
and  even  put  her  majesty  at  defiance,  by  re- 
sorting to  foreign  interposition  for  maintaining 
their  power,  her  pride  and  resentment  were 
roused  to  make  a complete  change  of  her  ser- 
vants ; and  this  necessarily  led  forward  to  a 
premature  and  unexpected  dissolution  of  the 
present  parliament,  which  probably  did  not 
enter  into  the  original  plan  of  her  advisers. 
The  Junto  hnd  the  entire  command  of  the 
House  of  Commons  ; and  a reliance  upon  its 
support,  still  more  than  the  patronage  of  the 
allies,  inspired  them  w ith  confidence  of  being 
able  to  render  the  schemes  of  the  new  minis- 
ters aliortive,  and  of  soon  resuming  the  supreme 
direction  of  affairs.  The  dissolution  of  par- 
liament alone  could  baffle  their  hopes ; and  as 
this  was  an  unprecedented  measure,  and  dis- 
approved of  by  some  persons  lately  promoted, 
wIj  had  the  greatest  influence  with  her  majes- 
ty, they  w ere  the  less  apprehensive  of  its  being 
carried  into  execution.  In  these  expectations, 
however,  they  found  themselves  disappointed, 
reclamations  were  issued  for  dissolving  the 
parliament,  and  calling  another  to  meet  on  the 
25th  November/'  Somerville. 

f William  Cowper,  esq.  soon  nfter  being 
called  to  the  bar,  was  appointed  one  of  king 
William's  counsel;  he  succeeded  sir  Nathan 
Wrigbte,  as  lord  keeper  of  the  great  seal,  Oct. 
11, 1705;  was  created  baron  Cowper  of  Wing- 
ham,  Nov.  9,  1700  ; and  appointed  lord  chan- 
cellor, May  4,  1707 ; which  post  he  held  till 
Sept.  14,  1710.  On  the  accession  of  king 
George,  he  was  again  appointed  lord  chancellor, 
and,  on  resigning  the  great  seal,  was  created 
viscount  Fortlwich,  and  carl  Cowper,  March 
13,  1717-18.  He  nobly  refused  to  accept  ne»- 
years-gifts  from  the  counsellors  at  law,  which 
had  long  been  given  to  his  predecessors ; and 
what  is  still  more  to  his  honour,  foresaw  and 
opposed  the  destructive  measures  of  the  South 
'ka  bubble  in  1720.  He  died  Oct.  10,  1723. 

u Ambrose  Philips  composed  a long  ode  on 
his  death,  which  thus  speaks  of  hit  incorrupt 
judicial  character: 


Cowper  offered  to  speak  ; but  the  queen  rising 
up  would  admit  of  no  debate,  and  ordered  the 
writs  for  a new  parliament  to  be  got  ready. 

“ He  the  robe  of  justice  wore 
Sullied  not  as  heretofore, 

When  the  magistrate  was  sought 
With  yearly  gifts.  Of  w hat  avail 
Are  guilty  hoards?  for  life  is  frail; 

And  we  are  judged  where  favour  is  not  bought. 

u Collins  explains  this  poetic  encomium  by 
informing  us,  that  earl  Cowper  was  the  first 
who  refused  the  new  year’s  gifts  which  for- 
mer lord-chancellors  received  from  the  counsel, 
thinking  it  a custom  frhich  tended  to  corrup- 
tion ; and  his  example  has  been  followed  by  ail 
his  successors  in  that  high  station.  Mr.  Seward 
relates,  that  when  it  was  requisite  for  Richard 
Cromwell  to  appear  at  Westminster-hall,  res- 
pecting the  manor  of  Horsley,  the  humane 
lord-chancellor  Cowper  ordered  a chair  for 
him  in  court,  and  desired  him  to  keep  on  his 
hat:  and  Mr.  Ilayley  observes,  ‘ that  knowledge, 
eloquence,  and  political  importance,  conspired 
to  aggrandize  the  man  who  added  the  name  of 
Cowper  to  the  list  of  English  nobility/  " Park’s 
Orford,  vol.  4,  p.  102. 

“ The  lord  Cowper,  although  his  merits  are 
later  than  the  rest,  deserves  a rank  in  this  great 
council,  lie  was  considerable  in  thestatiou  of 
a practising  lawyer:  but,  as  he  was  raised  to  be 
a chancellor  and  a peer,  without  passing 
through  any  of  the  intermediate  steps,  which  in 
late  times  had  been  the  constant  practice,  and 
little  skilled  in  the  nature  of  government,  or 
the  true  interest  of  princes,  farther  than  the 
municipal  or  common  law  of  England;  hie 
abilities,  as  to  foreign  affairs,  dia  not  equally 
appear  in  the  couucil.  Some  former  passages 
of  his  life  were  thought  to  disqualify  him  for  that 
oflice,  by  which  he  was  to  be  the  guardian  of 
the  queen's  conscience ; but  these  difficulties 
were  easily  overruled  by  the  authors  of  his  pro- 
motion, who  wanted  a person  that  would  be 
subservient  to  all  their  designs;  wherein  they 
were  not  disappointed.  As  to  his  other  ac- 
complishments, he  was  what  we  usually  call  • 
piece  of  a scholar,  and  a good  logical  reasoner; 
if  this  were  not  too  often  allayed,  by  a falla- 
cious way  of  managing  an  argument,  which 
made  him  apt  to  deceive  the  unwary,  and  some- 
times to  deceive  himself.”  Swift’s  Four  Last 
Years  of  the  Queen. 

n On  his  resignation,  Lord  Chancellor  Cow- 
per behaved  with  unexampled  firmness  and  ho- 
nour. He  rejected  with  scorn,  all  the  over- 
tures which  Harley  made,  in  the  most  humble 
and  supplicating  manner,  to  induce  him  to  con- 
tinue in  office.  When  he  waited  on  the  queen 
to  resign,  she  strongly  opposed  his  resolution, 
and  returned  the  seals  three  times,  after  he  had 
laid  them  down.  At  last,  when  she  could  not 
prevail,  slic  commanded  him  to  take  them, 
adding,  I beg  it  as  a favour  of  you,  if  I may  use 
that  expression.  Cowper  could  not  refuse  to 
obey  her  commands  ; but  after  a short  pause, 
taking  up  the  seals,  he  said  that  he  would  ntt 
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About  the  same  time  she  dismissed  ‘ the  lord 
Sommers,*  and,  in  his  room,  made  the  earl  of 
Rochester  lord- president  of  the  council.  She 
sent  to  the  duke  of  Devonshire  for  the  lord- 
steward’s  staff,  and  gave  it  to  the  duke  of  Buck- 
ingham. Mr.  Boyle  f was  removed  from  the 
post  of  Secretary  of  State,  and  Mr.  Henry  St. 
John  bad  the  seals.  The  earl  of  Derby  was 
dismissed  from  heiug  chancellor  of  the  Duchy 
of  Lancaster,  and  was  succeeded  by  the  lord 
Berkley.  Upon  all  these  removes,  the  Lord- 
Chancellor  came,  on  the  23d  of  September,  and 
delivered  up  the  great  seal.  The  queen  did  not 
expect  this,  and  was  surprized  at  it ; and,  not 
kuowing  how  to  dispose  of  it,  she,  with  unusual 
earnestness,  pressed  him  to  keep  it  one  day 
longer.  The  day  following,  having  Considered 
the  matter  with  her  favourites  Mrs.  Mashaui 
and  Mr.  Harley,  she  received  it  very  readily. 
At  6rst  she  committed  it  to  the  custody  of 
three  lords-eoromissioners,  sir  Thomas  Trevor, 
chief-justice  of  the  Common-pleas ; Mr. 

carry  them  out  of  the  palace,  except  on  the 
promise,  that  the  surrender  of  them  would  be 
accepted  on  the  morrow.  ‘ The  arguments  on 
my  side/  to  use  the  words  of  lord  Cowper  him- 
self, ‘ and  professions,  and  the  repeated  impor- 
tunities of  her  majesty,  drew  this  audience  into 
the  length  of  three  quarters  of  an  hour.*  On 
the  following  day  his  resignation  was  accepted, 
and  soon  aiterwards  the  seals  were  given  to  sir 
Simon  Harcourt.”  Coxe’s  Walpole. 

• 99  Sept.  20.  To-day  I returned  my  visits  to 
the  duke’s  daughters ; the  insolent  drabs  came 
up  to  my  very  mouth  to  salute  me ; then  I heard 
the  report  confirmed  of  removals;  my  lord -pre- 
sident Somers ; the  duke  of  Devonshire,  lord- 
steward  ; and  Mr.  Boyle,  Secretary  of  State, 
are  all  turned  out  to-day.  I never  remember 
such  bold  steps  taken  by  a Court : I am  almost 
shocked  at  it,  though  I did  not  care  if  they  were 
all  hanged.  We  are  astonished  why  the  parlia- 
ment is  not  yet  dissolved,  and  why  they  keep 
a matter  of  that  importance  to  the  last.  We 
shall  have  a strange  winter  here  between  the 
struggles  of  a cuuning  provoked  discarded  party 
and  the  triumphs  of  one  in  power;  of  both 
which  I shall  be  an  indifferent  spectator,  and 
return  very  peaceably  to  Ireland,  when  I have 
done  my  part  in  the  affair  I am  entrusted  with, 
whether  it  succeeds  or  no."  Swift’s  Journal  to 
Stella. 

f Youngest  son  of  Charles  Lord  Clifford. 
He  was  appointed  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer to  king  William  in  March  1701;  and  was 
muck  esteemed  by  that  prince.  He  continued 
in  that  post  till  Feb.  12,  1707-8,  when  he 
was  made  one  of  the  principal  Secretaries  of 
State,  in  which  station  he  remained  till  Sep- 
tember 20, 17 10.  On  the  accession  of  George 
1,  Mr.  Boyle  was  created  lord  Carleton,  and 
soon  after  made  president  of  the  council.  He 
died  unmarried,  March  14,  1724-5.  t o the  in- 
tervention of  Mr.  Boyle  and  the  friendship  of 
lord  Halifax,  Mr.  Addison  was  indebted  for 
his  first  introduction  to  lord  Godolphm. 
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Robert  Tracy,  judge  of  the  same  court ; and 
Mr.  Scroop,  baron  of  the  Exchequer  in  Scot- 
land ; but  it  was  soon  after  given  to  sir  Shnou 
Harcourt.  The  earl  of  Wharton  delivered  up 
his  commission  of  lord -lieu  ten  ant  of  Ireland, 
which  was  given  to  the  duke  of  Ormond.*  The 
earl  of  Orfoid,  first  commissioner  of  the  Ad- 
miralty, withdrew  from  that  hoard  ; but  the 
other  four  commissioners,  sir  John  Leake,  sir 
George  Byng,  Mr.  Dodington,  and  Mr.  Me- 
thuen, were  continued  ; to  whom  were  added 
sir  William  Drake  and  Mr.  Aislaby.  Mr. 
George  Granville,  a near  relation  of  the  earl  of 
Bath,  was  appointed  Secretary  at  War,  in  the 
room  of  Mr.  Robert  Walpole,f  and  Mr.  Manley 

• 99  Sept.  11.  Every  day  we  expect  chftges 
and  the  Parliament  to  be  dissolved.  Lord 
Wharton  expects  every  day  to  be  out:  he  is 
working  like  a horse  for  elections;  and,  in 
short,  I never  saw  so  great  a ferment  among 
all  sorts  of  people.”  Swift’s  Journal. 

f 99  Walpole  acted  on  this  occasion  an  ho- 
nourable and  disinterested  part.  In  the  wreck 
of  this  great  administration,  Harley,  desirous 
of  retaining  in  power  several  of  the  Whigs, 
with  a view  to  counterbalance  the  credit  of  Sr. 
John  and  Harcourt,  who  already  began  to  give 
him  umbrage,  endeavoured  to  gain  Walpole. 
He  made  very  flattering  advances ; told  him 
that  he  was  worth  half  his  party,  and  pressed 
him  to  continue  in  administration  ; but  all  Lis 
efforts  proved  ineffectual.  Harley  finding  &t 
last  that  promises  and  flattery  were  employed 
without  avail,  hail  recourse  to  threats.  Hawes, 
one  of  his  confidential  emissaries,  who  was 
afterwards  receiver  of  the  customs,  informed 
Walpole,  that  the  treasurer  had  in  his  pos- 
session a note  for  the  contract  of  forage,  indor- 
sed by  him  ; this  insinuation  was  made  in  such 
a manner,  as  to  imply,  that  if  Walpole  would 
come  over  to  the  new  ministry,  this  note  should 
not  be  produced  against  him.  But  he,  no  less 
disdain  tul  of  menaces  than  before  he  was  re- 
gardless of  promises,  rejected  all  overtures. 
In  a letter  written  on  the  19th  of  September 
he  observes  to  his  friend  general  Stanhope; 

* I believe,  in  all  probability,  this  will  be  the 
1 last  letter  I shall  write  from  this  office.  We 
‘ are  in  such  a way  here,  as  I cannot  describe. 

* But  you  can  imagine  nothing  worse  than  you 
‘ will  henr.  The  parliament  is  not  yet  dis- 

* solved,  but  this  week  will  certainly  determine 
1 it.  Dear  Stanhope,  God  prosper  you,  and  pray 

* make  haste  to  us,  that  you  may  see  wbat  you 
9 will  not  believe  if  it  were  told  you.*  A few 
days  after  writing  this  letter,  he  retired  from 
the  office  of  secretary  at  war. — Harley,  Ikjw- 
ever,  was  not  repulsed  by  the  first  refusal  cf 
Walpole  to  support  his  administration.  He 
had  too  much  success  with  many  of  the  \Vhi*> 
not  to  exert  every  effort  to  gain  a man  whose 
ta!ent>  and  eloquence  ho  held  in  the  highest 
estimation.  He  suffered  him  to  continue  iu  his 
place  of  treasurer  of  the  navy,  several  months 
offer  the  Whig  ministry  were  entirely  routed. 
He  sent  several  messages,  and  held  several  cor- 
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was  made  surveyor-general,  in  the  room  of  Mr. 
Samuel  Travers ; and  Mr.  Arthur  Moore  was 
made  one  of  the  lords-commissioners  of  trade 
and  plantations.  Mr.  Robert  Raymond,  an 
eminent  lawyer  of  Gray’a-inn,  was  appointed 
solicitor* general,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Eyre,  who, 
on  the  5th  of  May,  had  kissed  the  queen's 
hand,  and  been  knighted,  in  order  to  be  made 
one  of  the  judges  of  the  Queen's  bench,  in  the 
room  of  sir  llenry  Gould,  deceased ; and  sir 
Edward  Northey  was  made  attorney -general. 
Dr.  Robinson,  dean  of  Windsor,  who  of  late 
had  grown  into  great  confidence  with  Mr.  Har- 
ley, was  nominated  to  succeed  L)r.  Hall,  de- 
ceased, in  the  bishopric  of  Bristol ; and  Dr. 
Bysse  to  succeed  Dr.  Bull,  deceased,  in  the  see 
of  Su  David's.  The  duke  of  Hamilton  was  ap- 
pointed lord-lieuteuant  of  the  county  palatine 
of  Lancaster  ; the  earl  pf  Fortrnore  was  made 
commander  in  chief  of  her  majesty’s  forces  in 
Portugal,  in  the  room  of  the  earl  of  Galway; 
the  lord  Windsor  advanced  to  the  post  of  lieut. 
general ; and  general  Webb  made  governor  of 
the  Isle  of  Wight. 

u So  sudden  and  so  entire  a change  in  the 
ministry*  is  scarce  to  be  found  in  our  history, 

versanmu  with  hnn,  to  persuade  him  to  mode- 
rate his  opposition  against  the  new  measures ; 
but  his  constant  answer  was  * Make  a safe  and 
€ honourable  peace,  and  preserve  the  Frotes- 
* tant  Succession,  and  you  will  have  no  oppo- 
sition." Coxe's  Walpole. 

* u There  never  was  any  event  in  the  annals 
of  this  country  attended  with  more  disgraceful 
consequences  to  England,  or  followed  by  more 
fatal  effects  to  Europe  in  general,  than  the  dis- 
mission of  those  great  men,  who  formed  that 
glorious  aud  successful  administration  in  the 
reign  of  queen  Anne,  called,  by  way  of  distinc- 
tion, the  Whig  administration. — Our  regret  at 
their  fall  is  still  further  heightened  from  the 
consideration,  that  it  was  occasioned  by  the 
overbearing  temper  of  a mistress  of  the  robes, 
£duchess  of  Marlborough],  and  principally  ef- 
fected by  the  petty  intrigues  of  a bed-chamber 
woman,  [Abigail  Hill,  Mrs.  and  afterwards 
lady  Masbam],  against  her  benefactress.  The 
surprising  influence  which  the  duchess  of  Marl- 
borough had  acquired  over  the  weak  nnd  irre- 
solute miud  of  the  good  queen  Anne,  is  well 
described  in  that  extraordinary  Apology  of  her 
Conduct,  which  the  duchess  gave  to  the  public. 
We  there  find  a princess  of  the  most  placid 
temper,  fascinated  by  the  captivating  manners 
of  an  artful,  but  agreeable  woman  ; a queen, 
imbued  with  high  notions  of  regal  dignity,  and 
a most  exact  observer  of  forms,  throwing  off  all 
etiquette,  and  corresponding  with  her  favourite, 
under  the  fictitious  names  of  Morley  and  Free- 
man. We  find  tlie  duchess,  after  having  en- 
gaged the  affections  of  her  mistress  by  the  most 
assiduous  attention,  relapsing,  into  gross  neg- 
lect, and  gradually  sinking  in  favour.  We  find 
her  at  the  same  time  either  not  perceiving,  or 
striving  to  conceal  from  others,  and  even  irom 
herself,  the  decline  of  her  ascendancy,  and  in- 
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especially  where  men  of  great  abilities  had 
served  with  such  zeal  and  success,  that  the 
administration  of  nil  affairs,  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  in  their  hands,  was  not  only  without 
exception,  but  had  raised  the  admiration  of  all 
Europe.  All  this  rose  purely  from  the  great 
credit  of  the  new  favourites,  and  the  queen's 
personal  distaste  to  the  old  ones.  The  queen 
was  much  delighted  with  all  these  changes,  and 
seemed  to  think  she  was  freed  from  the  chains, 
which  the  old  ministry  held  her  in.  .She  spoke 
of  it  to  several  persons  as  a captivity,  whicli 
she  had  been  long  under.  The  duke  of  Somer- 
set had  very  much  alienated  the  queen’s  mind 
from  the  old  ministry ; but  he  was  so  displeased 
with  the  dissolution  of  the  parliament,  and  the 
new  model  of  the  ministry,  that,  though  he 
continued  some  time  master  of  the  horse,  he 
refused  to  sit  any  more  in  council,  and  com- 
plained openly  of  the  arti6ces,  which  had  been 
used  to  make  him  instrumental  to  other  peo- 
ple's designs. 

“ On  the  28th  of  September,  the  queen 
went  to  Haropton-court,  having  the  same  day 
ordered  the  seals  to  be  put  to  a commission  Tor 
renewing  the  lieutenancy  of  the  city  of  London; 
in  which  several  Whigs,  who  were  in  the 
former,  were  left  out,  and  Tories  put  in  their 
places.  This  new  commission  was  chiefly  de- 
signed, both  to  prevent  sir  Gilbert  Heathcote, 
an  alderman  near  the  chair,  and  governor  of 
the  bank  (who  had  given  offence  to  tne  court,  by 
his  application  to  the  queen  iu  favour  of  tl*e 
late  ministry)  from  being  chosen  lord*mnyor, 
and  to  strengthen  the  interest  of  the  High- 
church  party  in  the  election  of  parliament-men 
for  the  capital  city,  which  generally  has  a great 
influence  upon  other  elections.  But  that  com- 
mission was  opened  too  late  to  have  the  in- 
tended effect;  for,  the  election  for  a lord- 
mayor  coming  on  the  29th  of  September,  ac- 
cording to  custom,  the  majority  appeared  for 
sir  Gilbert  Heathcote  and  sir  Robert  Beach- 
croft  ; and  though  a poll  was  demanded,  and 
great  interest  made  by  the  Tory  party  for  sir 
Richard  Hoare,  yet  the  two  first  had  the  ma- 
jority of  voices;  and,  being,  on  the  5th  of 
October,  returned  by  the  Common-hall,  the 
court  of  aldermen,  on  the  11th,  chose  sir  Gil- 
bert Heathcote  lord-mayor  for  the  year  ensu- 
ing, but  in  this  point  he  had  but  common  jus- 

creasing  the  disgust  of  the  queen  by  her  rude 
and  intenfperate  behaviour.  Unfortunately, 
the  duchess  of  Marlborough  had  so  much  cre- 
dit and  power  with  the  duke,  her  husband,  and 
Godolphin,  that  to  remove  her  it  became  ne- 
cessary to  remove  the  ministry,  over  whom  she 
possessed  so  strong  an  influence.  The  artful 
and  cautious  manner  by  which  Mrs.  Mnshara 
supplanted  the  duchess  of  Marlborough,  is  also 
related  in  this  Apology,  which  may  be  called  a 
manual  of  court  intrigues  ; nnd  her  cabals  with 
Harley,  are  detailed  in  the  writings  of  Swift, 
who  derived  his  information  on  ihat  subject, 
from  the  must  unquestionable  authorities. v 
Coxe's  Walpole. 
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tice  done  him,  there  having  been  an  agreement, 
made  some  years  belore  between  the  aldermen 
of  London,  to  chuse  him,  who  was  next  the 
chair,  to  prevent  animosities  and  disputes. 
On  the  10th  of  October  the  queen’s  commission 
for  a new  lieutenancy  was  opened  at  Guild-hall, 
when  sir  Samuel  Garrard,  then  lord-mayor,  i 
sir  Francis  Child,  sir  John  Parsons,  sir  Robert 
Bedingfield,  sir  William  Withers,  and  sir  Rich- 
ard Hoare,  were  chosen  colonels  of  the  six  city- 
regiments.  About  a fortnight  after  the  new 
lieutenancy  of  London  presented  an  Address 
to  the  queen,  who  took  that  opportunity  to  de- 
sire them,  “ as  they  had  great  fortunes  of  their 
own,  that  they  would  use  their  endeavours  to 
support  the  public  credit.”  It  was  expected, 
that  this  recommendation  would  have  had  a 
good  effect,  and  engaged  the  Tory  party  in  the 
city,  either  to  advance  money  to  the  govern- 
ment, or  to  use  their  utmost  endeavours  to 
Support  t he  public  funds.  But  neither  of  these 
happened ; and  so  the  Bank,  East  India, 
annuities,  and  other  stocks  continued  sinking, 
which  gave  the  ministry  no  small  uneasiness ; 
the  rather,  because  some  bills  of  exchange, 
drawn  from  Genoa  for  remittances  into  Spain, 
happened  at  this  juncture  to  he  protested. 
Mr.  Harley,  the  new  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer, sent  his  agents  into  the  city,  who  found 
means  to  engage  several  rich  merchants  and 
bankers,  particularly  Mr.  John  Lambert,  a 
French  refugee,  to  supply  the  urgent  necessi- 
ties of  the  government.* 

44  By  this  time  the  election  for  parliament- 
men  were  over  in  several  places;  and  by  the 
first  returns  it  appeared,  that,  amongst  the  new 
members,  the  number  of  the  Whigs  was  near 
equal  to  that  of  the  Tories;  which,  as  was  then 
given  out,  answered  the  expectations  and  de-  j 
•ires  of  the  new  managers. f For  having  g.tined  | 

* “ Oct.  5.  This  morning  Delaval  came  to 
see  me,  and  we  went  together  to  to  Kueller’s, 
who  was  not  in  town.  In  the  way  we  met  the 
electors  for  parliament-men  : and  the  rabble 
came  about  our  coach,  crying  4 a Colt/  4 a 
4 Stanhope/  &c.  we  were  afraid  of  a dead  cat, 
or  our  glasses  broken,  and  so  were  always  of 
their  side.”  Swift’s  Journal. 

u Oct.  6.  We  now  hear  daily  of  elections  ; 
and,  in  a list  I saw  yesterday  of  about  twenty, 
there  are  seven  or  eight  more  Tories  than  in 
the  last  parliament ; so  that  I believe  they 
need  not  fear  a majority,  with  the  help  of 
those  who  will  vote  as  the  court  pleases.  But 
I have  been  told,  that  Mr.  Harley  himself 
would  not  let  the  Tories  be  too  numeruus,  for 
fear  they  should  be  insolent,  and  kick  against 
him  ; and  for  that  reason  they  have  kept  seve- 
ral Whigs  in  employments,  who  expected  to 
he  turned  out  every  day  : as  sir  John  Holland 
the  comptroller,  and  many  others."  Ibid. 

f 44  Oct.  29.  I am  afraid  the  new  ministry 
is  at  a terrible  loss  about  money : the  Whigs 
talk  so,  it  would  give  one  the  spleen : and  I 
am  afraid  of  meeting  Mr.  Harley  out  of  hu- 
mour. They  think  he  will  never  carry  through 


their  chief  aim,  which  was  to  remote  the  late 
Lord  Treasurer  and  his  friends,  it  was  by  masy 
believed,  that  they  designed  to  carry  things 
even  between  both  parties,  and  therefore 
wished  only  for  such  a majority  of  the  High 
Church  in  the  House  of  Commons,  as  might 
countenance  the  new  scheme;  and  whom,  os 
the  other  hand,  they  might  easily  check  by 
means  of  their  own  creatures,  if  an  un- 
seasonable zeal  for  the  church  should 
prompt  them  to  make  any  motions  against 
the  Toleration.  If  this  was  the  real  in- 
tention of  the  new  ministry,  or  of  Mr. 
Harley  in  particular,  the  chief  author  of  the 
late  changes;  it  soon  appeared,  that  they  wet 
either  mistaken  in  their  computation,  or  disap- 
pointed in  their  wishes ; and  the  new  members 
of  the  High-Church  party  far  out  nutnbcied 
those  of  the  contrary  side;  which,  besides  the 
influence  of  the  court,  was  owing  to  several 
other  causes.  For,  in  the  first  place,  many  ot 
the  Whig  gentlemen,  who  either  could  not  be 
induced  to.  believe,  that  the  last  parliament 
would  be  dissolved,  till  the  blow  was  given ; or 
who,  in  case  of  a dissolution,  thought  them- 
selves secure  of  being  re-chosen,  had  ueglected 
making  an  interest ; whilst  those,  who  designed 
to  oppose  them,  had  early  taken  all  the  neces- 
sary measures  to  carry  their  point.  Secondly, 
the  ferment,  raised  by  I)r.  SachevereH*  tr»J, 
was  now  rather  incresed  than  abated,  being  In- 
dustriously fomented  and  propagated  through- 
out the  kingdom,  in  order  to  influence  elec- 
tions; which  it  did  effectually,  and  in  a more 
visible  manner,  in  the  cities  and  boroughs, 
through  which  that  divine  had  ma  le  his  trium- 
phant progress  in  the  summer.  Thirdly,  all 
the  inferior  clergv,  a few  excepted,  tbinkflg 
themselves  attacked  through  the  sides  of  Dr. 
Sacheverell,  were  more  than  ordinarily  realoui 
and  diligent  in  promoting  the  interest  of  such, 
as  they  thought  best  affected  to  the  church; 
not  only  without  any  regard  to  the  necessity 
qualifications  of  personal  merit  or  estate  in  the 
candidate  s,  hut  m several  instances,  in  breach 
of  the  common  duties  ol  gratitude,  strenuously 
opposing  their  very  patrons  and  benefactor?. 
Besides  a course,  for  some  mouths,  ol  very  in- 
flaming sermons,  they  went  about  from  house 
to  house,  pressing  their  people  to  shew,  on  thn 
great  occasion,  their  zeal  for  the  church,  sm 
now  or  never  to  save  it.  They  also  told  them. 


in  what  ill  hands  the  queen  had  been  kept,  « 
in  captivity  ; and  that  it  was  a charity,  a* 
as  their  duty,to  free  her  from  the  power,  *hich 
the  late  ministry  exercised  over  her.  In  dj* 
last  place,  there  was  a vast  concourse  of  rude 
multitudes  brought  together,  who  behaved  them- 
selves in  so  boisterous  a manner,  that  it 
not  safe,  and  in  many  places  not  possible,  wj 
those,  who  had  a right  to  vote,  to  come  a™ 


this  undertaking.  God  knows  what  will  come 
of  it.  I should  be  terribly  vexed  to  see  thing* 
come  round  again : it  will  ruin  the  church  an-^ 
clergy  for  ever;  but  I hope  for  better. 
Swift’s  Journal. 
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give  their  votes  for  a Whig.  Open  violence 
was  used  in  several  places.  This  was  so  gene- 
ral through  the  whole  kingdom,  all  at  the  same 
time,  that  it  was  visible,  that  the  thing  had 
been  concerted  for  some  time,  and  the  proper 
methods  and  tools  had  been  prepared  for  it. 

The  influence  of  the  mob  was,  in  a particular 
manner,  remarkable  in  the  election  for  the  city 
of  Westminster ; where  Mr.  Medlicot  and  Mr. 
Cross  being  set  up  by  the  High-Church  party, 
some  of  those,  who  otfered  to  give  their  voices 
for  then*  competitors,  general  Stanhope  and  sir 
Henry  Dutton  Colt,  were  knocked  down  and 
wounded,  which  obliged  many  of  their  party  to 
return  home  without  polling ; so  the  two  first 
candidates  had  a vnst  majority.  The  Whigs 
expected,  that  the  election  of  the  city  of  Lon- 
don would  balance  that  of  Westminster ; and 
indeed,  the  first  day  of  the  poll,  their  candi- 
dates had  a considerable  advantage ; but  such 
industry  was  used  by  the  then  lord-mayor  and  the 
aldermen  of  the  High-Church  party,  in  bringing 
many  citizens  upon  the  livery,  and  engaging 
their  votes,  that  upon  closing  the  books,  sir 
William  Withers,  sir  Richard  Hoare,  sir 
George  Ncwlaud,  and  Mr.  John  Cass,  all  four 
of  that  party,  having  the  majority  of  votes, 
were  declared  duly  elected.  After  the  poll 
was  ended,  there  were  extraordinary  rejoicing 
throughout  the  city,  by  illuminations,  bon-fires, 
ringing  of  bells,  &c.  and  the  tumultuous  mob 
were  so  exalted  and  enraged  against  those, 
who  seemed  not  to  partake  in  the  public 
joy,  that  they  broke  all  the  windows  they  saw 
unlighted,  without  distinction ; so  that  many 
houses  of  the  church-party  were  damaged,  as 
well  as  those  of  the  Whigs,  and  in  particular 
that  of  sir  Richard  Hoare,  one  of  the  tour,  for 
whose  sakes  these  rejoicings  were  made.  Some 
days  before,  the  mob  was  guilty  of  a still 
greater  instance  of  outrage  ; for,  as  sir  Gilbert 
Heatbcote,  one  of  the  Whig  candidates,  and 
lord-mayor  elect,  was  going  out  of  Guild-hall, 
they  not  only  insulted  him  with  reproachful 
language,  but  one  of  them  spit  in  his  face. 

w Though  the  Tories  had  boasted,  that  none 
of  the  managers  against  Dr.  Sacheverell  would 
be  recho*en  members  of  parliament ; yet,  not- 
withstanding the  utmost  endeavours,  that  were 
used  to  prevent  it,  sir  Joseph  Jekyll,  sir  Peter 
Kiog,  Mr.  Lechmere,  and  Mr.  Walpole,  were 
returned ; as  was  also  general  Stanhope  for 
Cockermouth,  though  he  lost  his  election  at 
Westminster:  however,  there  were  few  Whigs 
returned,  against  whom  petitions  were  not  ot- 
fered ; there  were  ill  all  about  a hundred,  and,  by 
the  first  steps  after  the  meeting  of  the  parliament, 
the  majority  made  it  appear,  that  they  intended 
to  clear  the  House  of  all  who  were  suspected  to 
be  of  that  party.  As  for  the  elections  in  Scot- 
land, the  16  peers  returned  were  th$  dukes  of 
Hamilton  and  Athol;  the  marquis  of  Annan- 
dale ; the  earls  of  Mareschal,  Eglingtou,  Mar, 
Loudoun,  Hume,  Kinoule,  Norrheske,  Orkney, 
Hoseberry,  llay ; the  lord  viscount  Kelsythe  ; 
and  the  lord  Balmerino  and  Blantyre.  And 
the  elections  of  the  Commons  were  much  upon 
au  equal  foot  between  Whigs  and  Tories. 


FIRST  SESSION  of  the  THIRD  PARLIA- 
MENT of  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

List  of  the  House  of  Commons .]  Nov.  25. 
1710.  This  day  the  New  Parliament  met  at 
Westminster.  The  following  is  a List  of  th« 
Members  of  the  House  of  Commons : 

A List  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  the 
Third  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  which, 
met  November  25,  1710. 


Abington , 

Sir  Simon  Harcourt. 

Agmondesham , 

John  Drake, 

Francis  Duncomb. 

Albans , {St.) 

John  Gape, 

William  Griiriston. 

Aldboraugh , ( Suffolk ) 
Sir  Henry  Johnson, 

Lt.  William  Johnson. 
Aldborough,  ( Yorkshire) 
Robert  Moncton, 

William  Jessop. 

A lie r ton- Forth, 
Robert  Raikes, 

Roger  Gale. 

Andover , 

John  Smith, 

William  Guidott 
Angle  sea. 

Lord  Bulkeley. 

Apleby, 

Edward  Duncomb, 
Thomas  Lutwyche. 
Arundel , 

Earl  of  Thomond, 

Lord  Lutnley. 

Ashburton, 

Richard  Lloyd, 

Roger  Tuckiield. 

Aylesbury , 

Simon  Harcourt, 

John  Essington. 

Banbury, 

Charles  North. 
Barnstaple , 

Sir  Nicholas  Hooper,  kt. 
Richard  Acklaud. 

Bath, 

John  Codrington, 
Samuel  Trotmao. 

Beaumaris , 

Henry  Bertie. 

Bedfordshire , 

I/)rd  Ed.  Russel, 

Sir  William  Gostwick. 

Bedford  Town, 
William  Fairer, 

John  Cater. 

Bedicin, 

Lord  Bruce, 

Thomas  Millington. 
Berkshire , 

Sir  John  Stonehouse, 
Henry  St.  John. 

Berwick  Town, 
Wm.  Kerr, 

Jonathan  Hutchinson. 
Beverley, 

Sir  Charles  Hotham, 

! Sir  Michael  Wharton. 


Bewdley, 

Salway  Winningtoo. 

Bishop’s  Castle , 
Richard  Harn&ge, 

Robert  Raymond. 

Bletchingly, 

George  Evelyn, 

Thomas  Onslow. 

Bodmin, 

Russel  Robarts, 

Francis  Robarts. 

Bdralston, 

Sir  Peter  King,  . 
Lawrence  Carter. 

Boroughbridge , 

Sir  John  Bland, 

Robert  Frank. 

Bossiney, 

Henry  Campion, 

John  Manley. 

Boston, 

Peregrine  Bertie, 

Richard  Wynn* 

Br  amber, 

Wm.  Shippen, 

Andrew  Windsor. 

Brecon  County, 

Sir  Edward  Williams. 

Brecon  loan, 

Edward  Jeffreys. 

Bridgewater , 
Nathaniel  Palmer, 

George  Dudington. 
Bridport , 

Thomas  Strangewajrs, 
William  Coventry. 
Bristol, 

Edward  Colston, 

Joseph  Earle. 

Bridgnorth, 

Richard  Creswell, 
Whitmore  Acton. 

B ucki  nghamshire, 
Lord  Fermanagh, 

Sir  Edmund  Denton. 

Buckingham  Town, 
Sir  Richard  Temple, 
Thomas  Chapman. 

Caine , 

James  Johucon, 

William  Hedges, 

Cambridgeshire, 
Johu  Bromley^ 

John  Jennings. 

Cambridge  Town, 
John  Hynde  Cotton, 
Samuel  Shepherd. 

Cambridge  University, 
Dixey  Windsor, 

Thomas  Paske. 

Camelford , 

Paul  Orchard, 
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Sir  Boucher  Wray. 

Canterbury, 

John  Hardress, 

Henry  Lee. 

Cardiff* , 

Sir  Edward  Stradling. 

Cardiganshire, 

Sir  Humph.  Mackworth. 

Cardigan  Town, 
Owen  Brigstocke. 
Carlisle , 

Thomas  Stanw'ix, 

Sir  James  Montagu* 
Carmarthenshire, 

Sir  Thomas  Powel. 

Carmarthen  Town , 
Richard  Vaughan. 

Carnarvonshire, 

Sir  John  Wynn. 

Carnarvon  Town, 
William  Griffith. 

Castle  Rising , 
William  Fielding, 
Horatio  Walpole. 
Cheshire, 

Sir  George  Warburton, 
Charles  Cholmondeley. 

Chester  City, 

Sir  Henry  Banbury, 
Peter  Shackerly. 
Chichester, 

Sir  Richard  Farrington, 
Sir  John  Miller. 

Chippenham, 

Sir  James  Long, 

Francis  Popham. 

Chipping-  ff'icomb, 
Sir  Thomas  Lee, 

Charle*  Godfrey. 

Christ's  Church , 
William  F.ttricke, 

Peter  Mews. 

Cirencester, 
Charles  Cox, 

Thomas  Master. 

Clifton , 

Nathaniel  Herne, 
Frederick  Herne. 

Clithero , 

Edward  Harvey, 
Thomas  Lister. 

Cocker  mouth, 
Nicholas  Lcchmere, 
James  Stanhope, 
Colchester, 

Sir  Isaac  Rebow, 
William  Gore. 

Corfcastle, 

John  Banks, 

Richard  Fownes. 

Cornwall , 

John  Trcvanion, 

Sir  Richard  Vivian. 

Coventry, 

Thomas  Gerey, 

Sir  Christopher  Hales. 

Crick  lade, 

Edmund  Dunch, 
Samuel  Robinson. 

Cumberland, 

James  f/owther, 
<*i!fied  Lawson. 

Denbighshire, 

S.r  R.  Middleton. 


Denbigh  Town, 
John  Roberts. 

Derbyshire, 

John  Curzflrn, 

Godfrey  Clark. 

Derby  Town, 
Edward  Monday, 
Nathaniel  Curzon. 
Devizes, 

Sir  Francis  Child, 
Thomas  Webb. 

Devonshire, 

John  Rolle, 

Sir  William  Courtney. 

Dorchester , 

Sir  Nathaniel  Napier, 
Benjamin  Gifford. 

Dorsetshire, 

Thomas  Strangeways, 
Richard  Bingham. 

Dover , 

Matthew  Aylmer, 

Philip  Papillon. 

Dewnton, 

John  Eyrer 
Thomas  Duncomb. 

Droilxcich, 

Edward  Jeffreys, 

Richard  Foley. 

Dunwich , 

Sir  George  Downing, 
Richard  Richardson. 

Durham  County, 

Sir  Robert  Eden, 
William  Lambden. 

Durham  City, 
Thomas  Conyers, 

George  Baker. 

Easllow, 

Sir  Henry  Seymour, 
Thomas  Smith. 

Edmund's  Bury, 
Awbery  Porter, 

Samuel  Batteley. 

Essex, 

Sir  Richard  Child, 
Thomas  Middleton. 
Evesham, 

Sir  Edward  Goodere, 
John  Rudge. 

Exeter , 

Sir  Copleston  Bampfield, 
John  Snell. 

Eye, 

Sir  Joseph  Jekyll, 
Thomas  Maynard. 

Flintshne, 

Sir  R.  Mostyn. 

Flint  town. 

Sir  John  Conway. 

Fowey, 

Henry  Vincent, 

Bernard  Granville. 
Cation , 

William  Newland, 

Paul  Docrninique. 

Germans  (St.) 
Edward  Elliot. 

John  Knight. 

Glamorganshire, 
Robert  Jones. 

G lout  cs  ter  shire, 
John  Berkeley, 

Matthew  Mureton. 


Gloucester  City, 
Thomas  Webb, 

John  Blanch. 

Grampound, 
Thomas  Cook, 

James  Craggs. 

Grantham, 

Sir  William  Ellis, 

Sir  John  Thorold. 

Grimsby, 

Arthur  Moore, 

Robert  Vyner. 

Grimstead, 

John  Conyers, 

Leonard  Gale. 

Guildford, 

Denzil  Onslow, 

Morgan  Randyl. 
Harwich, 

Kendrick  Edisbury, 
Thomas  Frankland. 

Haslemere, 

Sir  John  Clarke, 

Sir  Theoph.  Ogle  thorp. 
Hastings, 

Sir  Wm.  Ashburnham, 
Sir  Joseph  Martin 
Haverford-wVst, 
John  Laugbarn. 
litis  ton, 

Sidney  Godolpbin, 
Robert  Child. 

Herefordshire, 

Lord  Scudamore, 

Sir  Thomas  Morgan. 

Hereford  City, 
James  Bridges, 

Thomas  Foley. 

Hertford  County, 
Ralph  Freeman, 
Thomas  Halsey. 

Hertford  Town, 
Charles  Caasar, 

Richard  Goulston. 

Hey  don , 

William  Pulteney, 
Hugh  Cholmondely. 

Heytesbury, 
Edward  Ash, 

William  Ash. 

Higham  Ferrers, 
Thomas  Wentworth. 
Hindon , 

Edmund  Lambert, 
Henry  Lee. 

Jfoniton , 

Sir  William  Drake, 
James  Shepherd. 

Horsham, 

John  Wicker, 

John  Middleton. 

Hun  tin gdon shire, 

I John  Pocklington, 

Sir  John  Cotton. 

Huntingdon  Town, 
Edward  Wort  ley, 
Francis  Page. 

Hythe, 

Lord  Shannon, 

John  Boteler. 
flcester , 

Fdwaid  Philips, 

Sir  James  Bateman. 
Ipswich, 


Sir  William  Barker, 
William  Churchill. 

Jves,(SL) 

John  Hopkins, 

John  Praed. 

Felling  ton , 
Samuel  Rolle, 

Henry  Manaton. 

Kent , 

Percival  Hart, 

Sir  William  Hardress. 
Kingston, 

Sir  William  St  Quintia, 
William  Maisters. 

Knaesborough, 
Robert  Byerley, 
Christopher  Stockdale. 

Lancashire, 

James  Stanley, 

Richard  ShuUleworth. 

Lancaster  Tows, 
Robert  Heysham, 
William  Heysham. 

1 ancestors, 

George  Clark, 

Francis  Scobefl. 

Leicestershire, 
Jeffrey  Palmer, 

Sir  Thomas  Cave. 

Ixicesler  Town, 
Sir  George  Beaumont, 
James  Wrnstanlcy. 

Leominster, 
Edward  Harley, 
Edward  B&ngham. 
Leskard, 

Wiliam  Bridges, 

Philip  Rashleigb. 

Leslwithul, 

John  Hill, 

Hugh  Fortescue. 
Lewes, 

Thomas  Pelham, 

John  Trevor. 

Lincolnshire, 

Lord  Willoughby, 
Lewis  Dymock- 
Lincoln  City, 

Sir  Thomas  Meers, 
Thomas  Lister. 

Litchfield , 
Richard  Dyot, 

John  Coates. 

Liverpool, 

Sir  Thomas  Johnsoo, 
John  Cleveland. 
London, 

Sir  William  Withers, 
Sir  Rice  Hoare, 

Sir  George  New  laud, 
Sir  John  Cass. 

Ludlow , 

Sir  Thomas  Powif, 
Acton  Baldwyn. 

LtixzeiiknU, 

John  Webb, 

Thomas  Peirce. 

Lyme, 

Henry  Henley, 

John  Kurridge. 

Lymington , 

Lord  Pawlett, 

Paul  Burrard. 

Lynn- Regis, 
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Sir  Charles  Turner, 

John  Turner. 

Maidstone. 

Sir  Thomas  Colepeper, 

Sir  Robert  Mush  am. 

' Malden , 

John  Corny  ns, 

Thomas  Brainston. 

Malmsbury , 

Joseph  Addison,* 

Sir  John  Ru  shout. 

Motion, 

William  Palmes, 

William  Strickland. 

Marlborough , 

Robert  Bruce, 

Richard  Jones. 

Marlow, 

Sir  James  Etheridge, 
Ceorge  Bruere. 

Mattes,  {St.) 

Sir  Richard  Onslow, 

John  Anstis. 

Melcomb - Regi  s, 

Sir  Thomas  Hardy, 
William  Harvey. 

Merioneth , 

Richard  Vaughan. 

Midhurst, 

Laurence  Alcock, 

John  Pratt. 

Middlesex, 

James  Bertie, 

Hugh  Smithson. 

Milbourn, 

Sir  Thomas  Treral, 

James  Medlycett. 

Minehcad, 

Rr  John  Trevelyan, 

Sir  Jacob  Banks. 

Michael,  (St). 
Abraham  Blackmore, 
Richard  Bellasis. 

Monmouthshire, 

John  Morgan, 

Thomas  Lewis. 

Monmouth  Town, 
Clayton  Milbourn. 
Morpeth, 

I^rd  Castlecomer, 

Sir  Richard, Sandford. 

Montgomeryshire , 
Edward  Vaughan. 

Montgomery  Town, 
John  Pugh. 

Newark, 

Richard  Newdigate, 
Richard  Sutton. 
htscastle,  {Siaffordsh.) 
Rowland  Cotton, 

William  Bursleo. 

yetccasile  ( Northum . ) 
Sir  William  Blacket, 
IVilliam  Wrightson. 


Newport,  ( Cornwall ) 
Sir  Nicholas  Morrice, 
George  Courtenay. 

Newport,  {Hants.) 
William  Seymour, 
William  Stevens. 

Newton,  {Lane ash.) 
Thomas  Leigh, 

John  Ward. 

Newton,  {Hants.) 
James  Worsiey, 

Henry  Worsiey. 

Norfolk, 

Sir  John  Wood  house, 

Sir  Jacob  Astley. 

Northamptonshire , 
Sir  Justinian  Isham, 
Thomas  Cartwright. 

Northampton  Town, 
William  Wykes, 

George  Montagu. 

Northumberland , 
Algernoon  Seymour, 
Thomas  Forster. 

Norwich , 

Robert  Bene, 

Richard  Berncy. 

Nottinghamshire , 
Lord  Howe, 

William  Levinz. 

Nottingham  Town, 
John  Plumtree, 

Robert  Sacheverel!. 

Okehampton, 

John  Dibble, 

Christopher  Harris. 
Orford, 

Sir  Edward  Turner, 
Clement  Corrance. 

Oxfordshire, 

Sir  Robert  Jenkinson, 
Francis  Clerke. 

Oxford  City , 

Sir  John  Walter, 
Thomas  Rowney. 

Oxford  University , 
Sir  William  Whitlock, 
Will.  Bromley. 

Pembrokeshire , 
John  Barlow. 

Pembroke  Toted, 
Lewis  Wogan. 

Penryn , 

Samuel  Trefusis, 
Alexander  Pendarvis. 

Peterborough , 

John  Fit /williams, 
Charles  Parker. 

Peter  sjield, 
Leonard  Bilson, 

Norton  Powlett. 
Plymouth, 

Charles  Trelawney, 

Sir  George  Byng. 


Plympton, 

George  Treby, 

Richard  Edgcomb. 
Pool, 

William  Lewen, 

Sir  William  Pbippard. 

PontcfrUct , 

Robert  Frauks, 

Sir  Johu  Bland. 

Portsmouth , 

Sir  Janies  Wishart, 

Sir  William  GitTard. 
Preston, 

Sir  Henry  Houghton, 
Henry  Fleetwood. 

Queenborough, 
Thomas  King, 

James  Herbert. 

Radnor  County , 
Thomas  Harley. 

Radnor  Town, 
Edward  Harley. 

Reading , 

John  Dalby, 

Owen  Buckingham. 

Retford, 

Brian  Cook, 

Francis  Lewis. 

Richmond, 

Henry  Monlaunt, 
John  York. 

Rippon , 

John  Aislaby, 

John  Sharp. 

Rochester, 

Sir  John  Leak, 
William  Cage. 
Romney , 

Sir  Robert  Furnese, 
Edward  Watson. 

Rutlandshire , 
Lord  Finch, 

Richard  Halford. 

Philip  Gibbon, 

Sir  John  Xorr'n. 

Ryegale, 

John  Ward, 

Sir  John  Parsons. 

Salop  County, 
Robert  Lloyd, 

John  Kynaston. 

Salop  Town , 
Edward  Cresset, 
Richard  Mytton. 
Sallash, 

Sir  William  Carew, 
Jon.  Elford. 

Sandwich , 

John  Mitchel, 

Josiah  Burchet. 

So  rum,  New 
Charles  Fox, 

Robert  Pitt 
Sarum,  Old 
Thomas  Pitt, 
William  Harvey. 

Scarborough, 
William  Thompson, 
Johu  Hungerfurd. 

Sea  ford , 

William  Lowndes, 
Thomas  Chowne. 
Shaftsbury, 


* “ Oct.  12.  We  are  yet  in  a very  dull  state; 
only  enquiring  every  day  after  new  elections, 
*here  the  Tories  carry  it  among  the  new  mem- 
six  to  one.  Mr.  Addison’s  election,1 M [for 
Malmesbury  vice  Farrington  deceased]  “ has 
passed  easy  and  undisputed ; and  I believe  if 
jie  had  a mind  to  be  chosen  king,  he  would 
Wdly  be  refused."  Swift’s  Journal. 


Edward  Nicholas, 

Henry  Whitaker. 

Shoreham, 

Nathaniel  Gould, 

Gregory  Page. 

Somersetshire, 

Sir  Thomas  Wroth, 

Sir  William  Wyndham. 

Southampton  County , 

George  Pitt, 

Sir  Simeon  Stewart. 

Southampton  Tbwrr, 

Richard  Flemming, 

Roger  Harri*. 

Southwark, 

Charles  Cox, 

John  Cholmondeley. 

Staffordshire , 

William  Ward, 

Charles  Pagett 

Stafford  Town, 

Walter  Chctwynd, 

Thomas  Foley. 

Stanford, 

Charles  Cecil, 

Charles  Bertie. 

Sleyniug, 

Henry  Goring, 

William  Wallis. 

Stockbridge, 

Lord  Barrimore, 

George  Dashwood. 

Sudbury, 

John  Mead, 

Robert  Echlin. 

Suffolk, 

Sir  Thomas  Hanmer, 

Sir  Robert  Davers, 

Surrey, 

Sir  Francis  Vincent, 
lieneage  Finch. 

Sussex, 

Charles  Eversfield, 

Sir  George  Parker. 

Tamworth , 

Joseph  Girdler, 

Samuel  Bracebridge, 

Tavistock , 

Sir  John  Cope, 

James  Bulteel. 

Taunton , 

Sir  Francis  Warre, 

Henry  Portman. 

Tewksbury, 

William  Bromley, 

William  Dowdeswell. 

Thetford, 

Sir  Edmond  Bacon, 

Dudley  North. 

Think, 

Ralph  Bell, 

Thumas  Worsiey. 

Tiverton, 

Sir  Edward  Norther, 

John  Worth. 

Tot  ness, 

Francis  Gwynn, 

Thomas  Cou  1st  on. 

Tregony , 

George  Robinson, 

Ed  wan!  Southwell. 

Truro, 

Hugh  Boscawen, 

Henry  VincepL 
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Wallingford , 
Simon  Harcourt, 
Thomas  Rcnda. 

Warwickshire, 

Sir  John  Mordaunt, 

Sir  William  Bought 

Warwick  Town, 
Francis  Grevill, 
lloddington  Grevill. 

Wareham , 
Thomas  Erie, 

Sir  Edward  Erne. 

Wells , 

Maurice  Berkeley, 
Edward  Coulston. 

Wendover, 

Sir  Roger  Hill, 

Henry  Grey. 

Wen  lock, 

George  Weld, 

Sir  William  Forrester. 

Weobly , 

John  Birch, 

Henry  Cornwall. 

Westbury, 

Henry  Bertie, 

Francis  Anuesiey. 

West  low. 

Sir  Charles  Hedges, 
Arthur  Maynwar.ng, 

Westminster, 
Thomas  Medlicot, 
Thomas  Cross. 

Westmoreland , 
James  Graham, 

Daniel  Wilson. 

Weymouth, 
Maurice  Ashley, 
Reginald  Marriot. 

Whitchurch , 
Frederick  Tilney, 
Thomas  Vernon. 


Wincheltea , 

Sir  Francis  Dashwood. 
Robert  Bristow. 

Winchester , 

George  Bridget, 

Thomas  Lewis. 

Windsor , 

Richard  Topham, 
Charles  Aldworth. 
Wilton, 

Charles  Mompcsson, 
Peter  Bathurst. 

Wiltshire, 

Sir  Richard  How, 

Robert  Hyde. 

Woodstock, 

Sir  Thomas  Wheat, 
William  Cadogan. 

Wooton  Basset, 
Richard  Goodere, 
Edmund  Pleydell. 
Wygan , 

Sir  Roger  Brndshaigh, 
George  Kenion. 

Worcestershire, 

Sir  John  Packington, 
Samuel  Pitts. 

Worcester  City , 
Samuel  Swift, 

Thomas  Wylde. 

Yarmouth  ( Xorf. ) 
Richard  Farner, 

George  England. 

Yarmouth  ( Hants .) 
Henry  Holmes, 

Sir  Gilbert  Dolben. 

Yorkshire , 

Lord  Downe, 

Sir  Arthur  Kay. 

York  City, 

Sir  William  Robin*on, 
William  Maister. 
Bromley,  Speaker. 


Xfr.  Bromley  chosen  Speaker. 1 The  Com- 
mons went  up  to  the  House  of  Peers  to  attend 
lier  majesty,  who  was  pleased  by  the  Lord 
Keeper,  sir  Simon  Harcourt,  to  command  them 
to  return  to  their  House  and  chuse  a Speaker. 
And  the.House  being  returned,  sir  Tho.  Hanmer 
proposed,  William  Bromley*,  esq.  might  be 
their  Speaker ; being  a gentleman  of  undoubt- 


*  The  sixteen  Scottish  peers  returned  to  this  par- 
liament were  as  follow,  viz.  duke  of  Hamilton, 
duke  of*  Atholl,  marquis  of  • Annandale,  earl 

* Marshal,  earl  * Eglintoun,  earl  of  Marr,  earl 
of  Loudoun,  eatl  of  * Hume,  earl  of  * Kinnoule, 
earl  of  Northesk,  earl  of  Orkney,  earl  of  Itose- 
berrie,  earl  of  Isla,  viscount  * Kylsytbc,  lord 

* Balmerino,  lord  * Blantyre.  The  nine  mark- 
ed with  *,  were  not  of  the  last  parliament,  but 
were  chosen  instead  of  the  nine  following,  viz. 
duke  of  Montross,  duke  of  Roxbnrougb,  mar- 
quis of  Lothian,  earl  of  Crawford,  earl  of 
Rothes,  earl  of  Wymess,  earl  of  Leven,  earl  of 
Seaford,  earl  of  Glasgow. 

f “ The  right  hon.  William  Bromley,  o£Big- 
giogton  in  Warwickshire,  was,  I believe,  the 
son  of  sir  William  Bromley,  of  that  place, 


ed  loyalty  and  affection  to  her  majesty’s  person 
and  government,  and  to  all  the  just  rights  and 
prerogatives  of  the  crown;  eminent  for-his  tree 
and  unaffected  zeal  for  the  Protestant  Succes- 
sion in  the  house  of  Hanover,  and  his  firm 
adherence  to  the  church  of  England  as  by  law 
established ; and  one,  who,  by  a long  service  in 
parliament,  had  acquired  great  experience  in 
the  rules  and  orders  of  the  House,  aud  had  also 
given  the  world  an  equal  experience  of  himself, 
that  nothing  could  ever  draw  him  from  the  true 
interests  of  his  country,  and  was  sincerely  and 
heartily  affected  to  the  common  cause  of  the 
present  war. — Then  Mr.  George  Pitt  sard, 
that  Mr.  Bromley  was  so  well  known  to  many 
gentlemen  present,  and  had  in  former  partia- 
merits  given  so  many  testimonies  of  his  zeal  and 
affection  for  the  service  of  the  queen,  and 

knight  of  the  Bath.  A man  of  great  estate, 
and  highly  respected  ; who  was  chosen  repre- 
sentative in  parliament  for  the  university  of 
Oxford,  in  1701,and  in  every  succeeding  election, 
till  1727  inclusive.  In  1705  his  trieod*  pro- 
posed him  for  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
when  party  ran  extremely  high,  and  he  was 
supported  by  the  Tories  ; hut  Mr.  Smith  car- 
ried it  by  a majority  of  44.  Though  he  failed 
of  success,  it  did  not  injure  his  interest  either 
in  or  out  of  the  House  ; and,  on  the  change  of 
the  ministry,  in  17 10,  when  the  Whigs  were 
expelled  from  administration,  he  was  chosen 
•Speaker  without  opposition.  This  great  leader 
of  the  Tory  and  Jacobite  interest,  died  February 
13,  1732,  at  Baggington.  In  the  reign  oi 
queen  Anne  he  had  been  highly  caressed,  re- 
spected, and  honoured  : her  majesty  bavin; 
called  him  to  the  privy  council  and  appointed 
him  secretary  of  state.  In  that  of  George  1, 
he  retained  his  principles.  Mr.  Bromley  vu 
a most  respectable  charncter  in  private  life, 
and  of  a grave  and  solemn  aspect.  He  wss 
well  known,  when  a young  man,  by  the  publi- 
cation of  his  Travels;  in  which  his  Jacobincai 
sentiments  were  strongly  marked.  lie  had  the 
unhappiness  of  losing  his  eldest  son,  and  heir 
apparent,  Cloherry  Bromley,  esq.  who  married 
Dorothy,  daughter  of  William  Bromley,  esq.  of 
Hull-castle  in  the  county  of  Worcester,  a 
family  from  which  descend  the  barons  Mount- 
fort,  of  Ilorseheath  in  Cambridgeshire.  This 
lady  re-married  John  Jenyns,  of  Ilaves  in 
Middlesex,  esq.'*  Noble’s  Continuation  of 
Granger. 

“ Nov.  25.  I was  to-day  to  see  the  parlia- 
| merit  meet;  but  only  saw  a great  crowd;  and 
. Ford  and  I went  to  see  tbe  tombs  at  West- 
< minster,  and  suuutered  so  long  I was  forced  to 
go  to  an  eating-house  for  my  dinner.  Bromley 
is  chosen  Speaker  nemine  cuntrudicente  : Do 
you  understand  lliose  two  words?  And  Poinpey, 

I colonel  Hill’s  black,  designs  to  stand  Speaker 
for  the  footmen.  I am  engaged  to  u*e  my  inte- 
rest for  him,  and  have  spoken  to  Patrick  to  get 
Imn  some  votes.  We  are  now  all  impatient  for 
the  queen’s  speech,  what  she  will  say  about  r©» 
muviug  the  ministry,  &c.”  Swift’s  Journal. 
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country,  that  it  would  be  vanity  in  him  to  pre- 
tend to  say  any  thing  of  his  merits;  and  there- 
fore he  should  only  humbly  beg  leave  to  second 
the  motion.  Whereupon  Mr.  Bromley  stood 
up  in  his  place,  and  acknowledged  the  great 
honour,  that  was  done  him,  to  be  named  for 
such  a station ; that  he  had  received  many  in- 
stances of  the  friendship  of  those  gentlemen, 
that  had  proposed  him,  and  to  that  imputed 
their  entertaining  a better  opiniou  of  bim,  than 
he  deserved  ; but  that  he  whs  conscious  of  bis 
own  inabilities  to  execute  the  same,  and  so 
sensible,  there  were  many  among  them  fitter 
for  the  chair,  that  he  liopcd,  they  would  con- 
sult the  interest  of  the  public,  and  their  own 
hunour,  and  chuse  a more  worthy  person.  But 
the  House  calling  upon  him  to  the  chair,  he 
was  condo cied  to  it  by  sir  Thomas  Haumer 
and  Mr.  Pitt ; and  being  upon  the  lower  step, 
repeated  his  request,  that  the  House  would 
please  to  excuse  him,  and  chuse  a litter  person 
to  be  their  Speaker:  but  the  House  crying,  No, 
no,  he  said,  he  hoped,  they  would  then  give  him 
leave  to  intercede  with  her  majesty  to  excuse 
hun,  and  command  them  to  make  a better 
cfooce.  And  thereupon  he  sat  down  in  the 
chair. 

The  Speaker*$  Speech  on  being  presented  to  the 
Queen.]  Nov.  27.  Her  majesty,  being  seated 
on  the  throne,  commanded  the  gentleman  usher 
of  the  black  rod  to  let  the  House  of  Commons 
know,  it  was  her  pleasure,  that  they  attend 
her  presently,  in  the  House  of  Peers.  Who 
being  come;  they  presented  William  Bromley, 
esq.  whom  they  had  chosen  to  be  their  Speaker, 
for  her  majesty's  royal  approbation. 

Then  Mr.  Bromley  spake  as  follows:  u May 
it  please  your  most  excellent  majesty,  The 
knights,  citizens,  and  burgesses  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, in  Parliament  assembled,  in  obedieuce  to 
youT  majesty's  commands  to  them  to  choose  a 
Speaker,  have  unanimously  elected  me  to  l>e 
their  Speaker.  They  have  many  among  them 
much  fitter  for  this  great  trust : And  therefore, 
that  the  public  service  may  not  suffer  through 
toy  want  of  abilities  to  discharge  it,  1 am  an 
humble  suitor  to  your  majesty,  that  you  will  be 
•leased  to  excuse  my  undertaking  it,  and 
tuininand  the  Commons  to  make  a better 
Cjoice." 

Then  the  Lord  Keeper  (sir  Simon  linrtourt*) 

• “ liurcourt  was  of  a family  of  Norman  ex- 
traction, the  head  of  winch  was  due  de  Hur* 
court  in  France.  He  was  son  of  the  valiant  on 
Simon  Harcourt,  the  firr  who  died  in  the  cause 
ot  Charles  1,  in  Ireland.  Alter  studying  m 
Pembroke  college,  Oxford,  he  weal  to  the  Inner 
Temple.  From  1690  to  queen  Anne’s  acces- 
sion he  was  member  of  parliament  for  Abing- 
don. Her  majesty  knighted  him  in  Jane  1702, 
and  appointed  him  her  solicitor-general ; and 
in  April  23,  1707,  attorney-general;  but  for 
some  unknown  reason  he  resigned  this  office 
February  12,  following,  and,  singular  ns  it  may 
he,  by  a voluntary  surrender  enrolled  in  court. 
TUti  act  is  unprecedented,  nor  has  it  been  imi- 
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said,  “ Mr.  Bromley,  her  majesty  commands 
me  to  tell  you,  she  well  approves  the  choice  her 
Commons  have  made  of  you,  to  be  their 
Speaker.  And  that  she  does  as  little  doubt  of 
your  ability,  as  she  can  of  your  integrity.*  Her 
majesty  therefore  does  not  think  fit  to  adroit  of 


tated.  At  the  Trial  of  Dr.  Sacheverell,  in  1710, 
he  was  the  leading  counsellor  in  his  defence ; 
Dod  and  Phipps  assisted  him.  4 They  freely 
‘ acknowledged  the  law  fulness  of  resistance  in 
‘ extreme  cases,  and  plainly  justified  the  Kevo- 
4 lution,  and  our  deliverunce  by  king  William  ; 

* but  they  said  it 'was  not  fit  in  a Sermon  to 
4 name  such  an  exception ; thut  the  duties  of 
4 morality  ought  to  be  delivered  in  their  full 
4 exteut,  without  supposing  an  extraordinary 
‘ case  ; and  therefore  Sacheverell  had  followed 
1 precedents,  set  by  our  great  divines,  ever 

* since  the  Reformation,  and  ever  since  the 
4 Revolution.'  The  queen,  desirous  of  employ- 
ing sir  Simon,  recalled  him  again  to  the 
post  which  he  had  resigned,  made  him  lord 
keeper,  October  18;  and  on  September  3, 1711, 
created  him  baron  of  Stanton  liarcourt,  in  Ox- 
fordshire ; and  April  7,  1712,  declared  him 
Chancellor.  Lord  Harcourt  being  as  eminent 
a person  as  ever  adorned  the  high  station  lie 
filled,  George  1 prudently  made  him  one  of 
the  lords  justices  until  his  arrival  in  England, 
though  he  was  known  to  be  firmly  united  to 
Bolingbroke ; however,  he  supported  his  ma- 
jesty and  government,  and  was  rewarded  for  his 
fidelity  by  the  dignity  of  a viscount,  and  ap- 
pointed a lord  of  regency,  and  a privy  coun- 
sellor. He  preserved  his  reputation  unsullied 
to  his  death,  which  happened  July  29,  1727, 
in  the  67 th  year  of  his  age.  By  the  first  of  his 
three  wives  he  had  Simon,  his  heir  apparent, 
who  dying  before  his  father,  Simon  bis  son  suc- 
ceeded to  the  title,  who  is  ancestor  to  the  earl 
of  Harcourt.  Lord  Harcourt  was  a member 
of  the  Old  Saturday  Club.  Ix>rd  Rivers,  Mr. 
Secretary  St.  John,  Mr.  Harley,  afterwards 
lord  Oxford,  and  Swift,  met,  wbcu  Harley  had 
recovered  from  the  wound  given  him  by  Guis- 
card.  Swift  wrote  in  1712  ; * I take  the  agree- 
4 i uen t of  the  present  ministry  to  consist  of  the 

* agreement  of  three  great  men,  Lord  Keeper, 
4 Lord  Treasurer,  and  Mr.  Secretary  St.  John, 
4 and  so  1 have  told  them,  betwixt  jest  and 
4 earnest,  and  two  of  them  separately  with 

* more  seriousness ; and  1 think  they  entirely 

* love  each  other : their  differences  are  not  of 

* a weight  to  break  their  union but  enraged 
at  lord  ilarcourt's  after  joining  tbe  W bigs,  as  he 
termed  them,  he  afterwards  called  him  a trim- 
mer." Noble's  Continuation  of  Granger. 

44  Was  any  man  more  eminent  in  his  pro- 
fession than  tlie  present  lord  keeper,” [sir  Simon 
Harcourt,  afterward  lord  Harcourt,  was  made 
lord  keeper  upon  the  resignation  of  the  lord 
chancellor Cowper], “or  more  distinguished  by 
his  eloquence  and  treat  abilities  in  the  House 
of  Commons  ? and  will  not  his  enemies  allow 
him  to  be  fully  equal  to  the  great  station  he 
now  adorns  ? But  then  it  must  be  granted,  that 
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your  excuse ; hut  allows  of,  and  confirms,  you 
to  be  Speaker." 

Then  Mr.  Speaker  said,  " Most  gracious 
Sovereign,  since  your  majesty  has  not  been 
pleased  to  allow  my  excuse,  but  to  approve 
the  choice  your  Commons  have  made;  it  is  my 
duty  to  submit,  and  render  your  majesty  my 
most  bumble  thanks  for  this  great  and  unde* 
served  favour. — I am  very  sensible,  the  only 
qualities  I can  pretend  to,  towards  the  discharge 
thereof,  are  a sincere  and  steady  affection  for 
our  happy  establishment  in  Church  and  State, 
with  an  unfeigned  zeal  and  devotion  for  your 
majesty’s  person  and  government.  But  since 
your  majesty  commands  me  to  this  service,  I 
shall  humbly  hope  your  majesty  will  pardon  all 
my  involuntary  failings,  and  accept  my  faithful 
endeavours.  I am  persuaded,  your  majesty 
will  find  that  you  are  not  disappointed,  by  con- 
fiding in  the  assurances  your  good  subjects  had 
given  your  majesty,  of  their  duty  and  affection; 
that  they  have  chose  such  persons  to  represent 
them  in  parliament  as  will  effectually  support 
your  majesty  against  all  your  enemies ; that 
will  soon  defeat  all  artifices  to  destroy  or  dis- 
tress the  public  credit,  and  enable  your  ma- 
jesty to  bring  that  just  and  necessary  war,  in 
which  you  are  engaged,  to  a safe,  honourable, 
and  speedy  conclusion.  I do,  in  their  names, 
humbly  present  to  your  majesty  their  accus- 
tomed petitions,  for  their  ancient  rights  and 
privileges  ; particularly,  That,  for  their  better 
attendance  on  this  service,  they  and  their  ne- 
cessary servants  may  be  free,  in  their  persons 
and  estates,  from  arrests  and  molestations. 
That  they  may  have  liberty  and  freedom  of 
speech  in  their  debates.  That  as  often  as  there 
shall  be  occasion,  your  majesty  will  vouchsafe 
them  access  to  your  royal  person  ; and,  That 
their  proceedings  may  at  all  times  receive  a fa- 
vourable interpretation,  and  be  free  from  mis- 
constructions.” 

Then  the  Lord  Keeper , by  her  majesty’s  com- 
mand, further  said,  a Mr.  Speaker;  Her  ma- 
jesty is  &o  fully  satisfied  of  your  dutiful  affec- 
tion to  her  service,  that  she  is  pleased  to  sny, 
she  will,  on  all  occasions,  make  the  most  fa- 
vourable construction  of  all  your  words  and 
actions,  in  the  execution  of  your  duty.  And 
that,  as  to  the  suit  you  have  made  in  the  name 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  she  it  so  very  well 
assured  of  their  temper  and  wisdom,  as  well  as 
of  their  loyally  and  zeal  for  the  present  estab- 
lishment in  church  and  state,  that  she  readily 
grants  and  allows  all  their  privileges,  as  fully 
as  they  have  been  at  any  time  granted  or  al- 
lowed by  any  of  her  royal  predecessors." 

he  is  wholly  ignorant  in  ibe  speculative,  us 
well  as  practical  part  of  polygamy  ; he  knows 
not  how  to  metamorphose  a sober  man  into  a 
lunatic ; he  is  no  freethinker  in  religion,  nor 
has  courage  to  be  patron  of  an  atheistical  book, 
while  he  is  guardian  of  the  queen’s  conscience. 
Although,  after  all,  to  speak  my  private  opi- 
nion, I cannot  think  these  such  mighty  objec- 
tions to  his  character  as  some  would  pretend.” 
Swift's  Examiner,  No.  27. 
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I The  Queen’s  Speech  on  Opening  the  Sespm 
This  done,  her  majesty  opened  the  Session  with 
the  following  Speech  to  both  [louses : 

“ My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen ; I have,  by 
calling  this  parliament,  made  appear  the  conh- 
dence  I place  in  the  duty  and  affection  of  my 
subjects:  And  1 meet  you  herewith  the  greatest 
satisfaction;  having  no  reason  to  doubt  but  that 
1 shall  find  such  returns  as  will  add  new  life  to 
our  friends,  and  entirely  disappoint  the  hopes 
of  our  enemies. — To  tins  end,  I shall  recom- 
mend to  you  what  is  absolutely  necessary  for 
our  common  safety. — The  carrying  on  tlie  war 
iu  all  its  parts,  hut  particularly  in  Spain,  with 
the  utmost  vigour,  is  the  likeliest  means,  with 
God’s  blessing,  to  procure  a safe  and  honour- 
able peace  for  us  and  all  our  allies,  whose  sup- 
port and  interest  I have  truly  at  heart. — For 
this  purpose,  I must  ask  from  you.  Gentlemen 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  the  necessary  Sup- 
plies for  the  next  year’s  service : And  let  me 
put  you  in  inind,  that  nothing  will  add  so  much 
to  their  efficacy  as  unanimity  and  dispatch. — I 
cannot  n il  liout  great  concern  mention  to  you, 
that  the  Navy  and  other  Offices  are  hardened 
with  heavy  Debts,  which  so  far  affect  the  pub- 
lic service,  that  I most  earnestly  desire  you  to 
find  some  way  to  answer  those  demands,  and 
to  prevent  the  like  for  the  lime  to  come;  tie 
justice  of  parliament,  in  satisfying  former  en- 
gagements, being  the  certain  way  for  pre- 
serving and  establishing  national  credit.—! 
am  sensibly  touched  with  what  my  people  safer 
by  this  long  and  expensive  war;  to  which  when 
it  shall  please  God  to 'put  an  end,  the  flourish- 
ing condition  of  my  subjects  shall  be  as  muck 
mv  care,  as  their  safety  is  at  present. 

“ My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen ; The  eyes  of 
both  friends  and  enemies  are  upon  you. 
The  way  to  give  spirit  to  the  one,  and  to  de- 
feat the  restless  malice  of  the  other,  is  to  pro- 
ceed in  such  manner  os  becomes  a British  par- 
liament.— I shall,  in  the  plainest  words,  tell 
you  my  intentions;  and  1 do  this  with  the 
greater  satifaction,  because  I depend  upon  their 
being  agreeable  to  you. — I am  resolved  to  sup- 

Jiort  and  encourage  the  Church  of  Eng- 
and,  as  by  law  established  : To  preserve  the 
British  constitution,  accordiog  to  the  Union: 
And  to  maintain  the  Indulgence  by  law  allow, 
ed  to  scrupulous  consciences.  And,  that  all 
these  may  be  transmitted  to  posterity,  I shall 
employ  none  but  such  as  are  heartily  for  the 
Protestant  Succession  in  the  House  of  Hano- 
ver ; the  interest  of  which  family  no  person  can 
he  more  truely  concerned  for  than  myself. — 
These  are  my  resolutions ; and  your  concur- 
rence with  me  in  a steady  pursuit  of  tliem,  will 
best  manifest  your  teal  lor  our  religion,  for  the 
interest  of  our  country,  for  your  owu  safety, 
and  for  my  honour.” 

The  Lords’ Address  thereon.]  Nov.  28.  The 
Lords  agreed  upon  the  following  Address : 

“ VVe,  your  majesty’s  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal  in 
parliament  assembled,  present  our  humble  and 
hearty  thanks,  for  your  majesty’s  most  gra- 
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cious  and  excellent  Speech  on  opening  this  par- 
liament; and  particularly  for  the  great  confi- 
dence your  majesty  is  pleased  to  place  in  the 
doty  and  afferiion  of  your  subjects, — We  con- 
ceive it  to  be  of  {he  highest  importance  to  carry 
on  the  war  with  rigour  in  all  its  parts,  and  par- 
ticularly io  Spain,  in  order  to  procure  a safe 
anti  honourable  peace  ; and,  yourraajefiiy  may 
be  assured,  we  shall  concur  in  all  reasonable 
methods  to  that  end.  And,  we  humbly  hope, 
your  majesty’s  great  example  will  engage  all 
your  allies  to  join  with  your  majesty  in  doing 
their  utmost  to  the  same  purpose. — We  have 
the  happiness  to  agree  entirely  with  your  ma- 
jesty, in  the  several  re-solutions  you  have  de- 
clared so  plainly  and  affectionately  tf>  your 
parliament ; and  we  think  ourselves  obliged  to 
repeat  our  thanks,  for  your  majesty’s  great 
care  to  transmit  the  blessings  of  your  reign  to 
posterity,  by  securing  the  Prurrstant  Succession 
10  the  House  of  Hanover. — We  cannot  also  but 
have  a particular  satisfaction  in  the  assurances 
your  majesty  has  given,  to  maintain  and  en- 
courage the  church  of  Englaud  as  by  law 
established;  which  is  the  firmest  support  of  the 
monarchy,  and  the  strongest  defence  against 
popery. — We  have  no  more  to  add,*  but  that 
we  shall  carefully  endeavour,  in  all  our  consul- 
tations, to  proceed  with  that  unauimity  and 
dispatch  as  may  give  the  greatest  weight  to 
them?  and  to  assure  your  majesty,  that  no- 
thing shall  be  wanting  on  our  part,  to  satisfy 
the  world,  that,  with  an  unshaken  zeal,  we  will 
constantly  delend  your  majesty’s  royal  person, 
honour,  and  dignity,  ou  which  our  safety  and 
happiness  so  much  depend.” 

The  Queen's  AnsuerA  Ilcr  majesty  gave 
this  Answer: 

“ My  Lords ; I om  very  glad  to  find  I have 

* “The  queen,  in  her  Speech,  took  no  notice 
of  the  successes  of  this  campaign,  us  she  had 
always  done  in  her  former  speeches  ; and  in- 
*tc*d  of  promising  to  maintain  the  Toleration, 
die  said  she  would  main  tain  the  Indulgence 
granted  by  law  to  scrupulous  consciences  ; this 
change  of  phmse  into  Sacheverelt’s  language 
was  much  observed.  The  Lords  made  an  Ad- 
dress of  an  odd  composition  to  her,  which 
shewed  it  was  not  drawn  by  those,  who  had 
penned  their  former  Addresses : instead  of 
promising,  that  they  would  do  all  that  was 
possible,  they  only  promised  to  do  all  that  was 
reasonable,  which  seemed  to  import  a limita- 
tion, as  if  they  had  apprehended,  that  unreason- 
able things  might  be  asked  of  them  : And  the 
conclusion  was  in  a very  cold  strain  of  rheto- 
ric; they  ended  with  saying,  ‘They  had  no 
‘more  to  add/  The  Commons  were  more 
hesny  iti  their  Address;  and  in  the  end  of  it, 
they  reflected  on  some  late  practices  against 
the  clmrch  and  state.  There  were  few  Whigs 
returned,  against  whom  petitions  were  not 
ftStred;  there  were  in  all  about  100;  ond  by 
the  first  stops,  the  majority  made  it  appear,  that 
thev  intended  to  clear  the  House  of  all,  who 
were  suspected  to  be  Whigs.”  Burnet. 

VOL.  vi. 
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your  concurrence  in  the  resolutions  I declared 
to  you  ; nnd  give  von  thanks  for  this  Address, 
so  full  of  uffection  to  me,  nnd  zeal  for  the  pub- 
lic good.” 

The  Commons*  Resolution  for  on  Address.] 
No v.  20.  The  Speaker  reported  the  Queen's 
Speech  to  the  House,  whertzipon  it  was  unani- 
mously resolved,  “ That  an  humble  Address  be 
presented  to  her  majesty,  to  return  the  humble 
thanks  of  the  House  for  her  majesty’s  most 
gracious  Speech  from  the  throne;  and  assure 
her  majesty,  that  this  House  would  heartily 
concur  in  nil  the  particulars,  which  her  majesty 
had  been  pleased  to  recommend  : That  this 
House  would  effectually  and  speedily  grant  tho 
necessary  supplies  ibr  a vigorous  carrying  ou 
the  war,  till  stub  a peace  might  be  obtained, 
as  her  majesty  should  judge  to  be  safe  and  ho- 
nourable for  her  subjects,  and  all  her  allies ; 
that  this  House  would  preserve  and  establish 
the  public  credit,  and  in  all  respects  answer 
the  expectation  of  those  they  represented,  nnd 
show  how  justly  her  majesty  had  confided  in 
the  duty  and  affection  of  her  people.” — This 
Jit-solution  being  taken. 

Sir  Thomas  Hawner  moved,  “ That  in  the 
said  Address,  they  should  represent  to  her  ma- 
jesty, that  the  most  effectual  way  to  give  spi- 
rit io  her  friends,  and  defeat  the  restless  malice 
of  her  enemies,  would  he  by  discountenancing 
nil  persons  of  such  principles,  and  avoiding  all 
measures  of  such  tendency,  as  might  weaken 
her  majesty’s  title  and  government:”  this  mo- 
tion occasioned  a small  debate,  in  which 

Mr.  Lechmne  said,  “ That  they  ought  like- 
wise humbly  to  caution  her  majesty  against 
such  measures  and  principles,  as  might  weaken 
the  settlement  of  the  crown  in  the  illuslrioos 
House  of  Hanover,  and  advance  the  hopes  of 
the  Pretender.”  No  member  offering  to  second 
Mr.  Lech  mere, 

Mr.  Harley,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
stood  up  and  said,"  That  though  the  Protestant 
Succession  was  already  sufficiently  established 
and  secured  by  several  acts  of  parliament,  so 
that  it  seemed  needless  to  add  any  thing  to 
them  ; yet,  since  a motion  was  made  in  favour 
of  the  illustrious  House  of  Hanover,  it  would 
look  strange  both  at  home  mid  abroad,  the 
same  should  drop Whereupon  it  was  re- 
solved, That  the  Clause  offered  by  Mr.  Lech- 
mere  should  be  inserted  in  the  Address ; which 
was  done  accordingly. 

The  Commons'  Address.)  Nov.  30.  Sir 
Thomas  Ilacmer  reported  the  said  Address, 
which  was  as  follows  : 

“ Most  gracious  Sovereign  ; We,  your  ma- 
jesty’s most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Com- 
mons of  Great  Britain,  in  parliament  assem- 
bled, do  joyfully  appear  before  your  majesty, 
to  return  our  mo^t  humble  thanks  for  your 
most  gracious  Speech  from  the  throne.  We 
bring  the  thanks  of  your  whole  people,  whom 
your  majesty  lots  made  happy  by  that  confi- 
dence, you  have  been  pleased  to  place  in  their 
duty  and  affection;  and  we  bring onr  own  most 
&'demn  assurances,  that  we  will  make  all  inch 
3 O 
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returns,  as  shall  convince  your  majesty,  that 
your  confidence  has  not  been  misplaced. — We 
are  satisfied,  we  lie  under  all  possible  obliga- 
tions, both  from  our  duty  to  your  majesty,  and 
the  cure  we  owe  to  our  country,  effectually  and 
speedily  to  grant  the  necessary  supplies,  for  a 
vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war  in  all  its  parts, 
and  especially  in  Spain.  This  we  shall  study 
to  do  in  such  a manner,  as  may  best  answer  the 
public  service,  and  be  most  easy  to  those  we 
represent ; and  the  same  we  shall  continue  to 
do,  till  such  a peace  may  be  obtained,  as  your 
majesty,  in  your  royal  wisdom,  shall  judge  to  be 
safe  and  honourable  for  your  subjects,  and  all 
your  allies. — We  have  no  reason  to  doubt  of 
your  majesty’s  care  in  every  thing,  that  con- 
cerns the  interest  and  welfare  of  your  people; 
but  we  think  ourselves  obliged,  injustice  to  our 
fellow-subjects,  and  in  order  to  make  them 
bear  with  greater  chearfulness  the  burthens, 
we  shall  find  necessary  to  lay  upon  them,  most 
humbly  to  beseech  your  majesty,  that  you  will 
please  to  continue  your  powerful  influences 
with  all  your  Allies,  that  they  may  exert  them- 
selves in  the  common  cause  with  Resolutions 
equal,  and  aids  proportionable,  to  ours. — The 
burden  of  those  heavy  debts,  which  presses  your 
people  with  so  sensible  a weight,  is  in  some 
measure  alleviated  by  your  princely  compassion. 
We  shuil  endeavour  to  trace  the  source  of  this 
great  evil,  and  to  apply  a remedy  suitable  to  it. 
The  honour  and  justice  of  parliament  shall  by 
us  be  inviolahly  maintained,  and  all  such  other 
measures  pursued,  by  which  the  public  credit 
may  be  preserved,  and  established. — Your 
faithful  Commons  are  truly  sensible  of  your 
majesty’s  wisdom  and  goodness  in  those  reso- 
lutions, which  you  lmve  declared  ; and  do  most 
heartily  concur  in  all,  which  you  have  been 
pleased  to  recommend  to  them. — We  return 
your  majesty  our  most  humble  thanks  for  the 
firm  assurances  you  have  given,  both  by  your 
words,  and  by  your  actions,  of  supporting  and 
encouraging  the  Ciiurch  of  England,  as  by  law 
established.— As  we  are  true  sons  of  that 
Church,  we  cannot  but  be  tenderly  concerned 
for  its  prosperity,  and  for  its  honour;  and  are 
by  affection,  and  principle,  inclined  to  secure 
its  doctriue,  discipline,  and  worship. — As  we 
are  lellow-Cliristians,  and  fellow-suhjects,  with 
those  Protestant  Dissenters,  who  are  so  un- 
happy  to  entertain  scruples  against  conformity 
with  our  Church,  we  are  desirous,  and  deter- 
mined, to  let  them  quietly  enjoy  that  indulgence, 
which  the  law  lmih  allowed  them. — As  we  are 
Britons,  it  is  our  common  interest,  and  shall 
be  our  joint  endeavour,  to  preserve  that  Uniou 
between  the  parts  of  Great- Britaiu,  on  which 
the  safety  of  the  whole  depends. — As  we  are 
lovers  of  our  excellent  constitution  both  in 
Church  and  State,  and  solicitous,  that  our  pos- 
lerity  may  be  as  happy  in  all  future*  ages,  as 
we  hope  long  to  continue  under  your  majesty's 
most  auspicious  reign,  we  shall  always  steadily 
adhere  to  the  Protestant  Succession  in  the 
House  of  Hanover,  and  he  most  watchful  to 
prwvent  any  danger,  which  may  threaten  that 
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settlement,  so  necessary  for  the  preservation  of 
our  religion,  laws,  and  liberties. — These  art 
ends,  truly  worthy  your  majesty's  pursuit : And 
we  do  with  all  humility  represent  to  your  ma- 
jesty, that  the  most  effectual  way  to  give  spirit 
to  your  friends,  and  defeat  the  restless  malic* 
of  your  enemies,  will  be,  by  discountenancing 
all  persons  of  such  principles,  and  avoiding  all 
measures  of  such  tendency,  as  may  weaken 
your  majesty’s  title  and  government,  the  settle- 
ment of  the  crown  in  the  illustrious  House  of 
Hanover,  and  advance  the  hopes  of  the  Pre- 
tender, and  all  other  principles,  and  measures, 
that  have  lately  threatened  your  royal  crown 
and  dignity,  and  which,  whenever  they  prevail, 
will  prove  fatal  to  our  whole  constitution  both 
in  Church  and  State." 

The  Queen'*  Answer,]  Her  majesty  gave  tins 
Answer : 

“ Gentlemen  ; I am  extremely  well  pleased 
with  your  Address  ; and  i fully  depend  upon  the 
assurances,  you  give  me,  of  your  concurring  in 
all  the  particulars  1 have  recommended  to  you. 
—You  may  depend  upon  my  care  to  encourage 
those,  whose  principles  are  agreeable  to  our 
constitution  in  church  and  state." 

Controverted  Elections — Bewdley  Charter .] 
Dec.  15.  The  Commons  spent  most  of  the  in- 
termediate time  on  a great  many  Petitions 
about  controverted  elections,  the  most  re- 
markable of  which  was  in  relation  to  the  re- 
turn of  Bewdley  in  the  county  of  Worcester  : 
and  previous  to  the  hearing  of  the  mertsof 
that  election,  the  Luminous  resolved  to  present 
an  Address  to  the  queen,  That  the  several 
Papers  relating  to  the  Charter  of  the  said  bo- 
rough, might  be  laid  before  the  ilou-e  : ami  to 
bespeak  the  favour  of  the  Commons  for  Mr. 
Whittington,  the  following  Speech  made  in  tb« 
House  near  two  years  before,  against  the  new 
Charter  of  Bewdley,  was  published  and  dis- 
persed. 

Sir  J.  Packington's  Speech  respecting  the 
Bezedlcy-C  barter, j Sir  John  Packingtnn  said  : 
**  Mr.  Speaker,  I did  uot  intend  to  have  trou- 
bled you  this  session,  and  I believe  it  wiii  be  to 
little  puiposc  now  : Tor  if  a gentleman  stands 
up  to  compl-iiu  of  grievances,  although  this 
House  meets  in  order  to  redress  them,  lie  is  re- 
presented as  a person  that  obstructs  her  ma- 
jesty’s business ; if  he  finds  fault  wirh  the  mi- 
nistry, he  is  said  to  reflect  upon  the  quceD  ; 
if  he  speaks  against  the  continuance  of  the 
war,  to  prevent  the  begga.y  of  the  nation,  to 
prevent  the  moneyed  and  military  men  be- 
coming lords  of  us  who  have  the  lands,  thee  he 
is  to  be  no  object  of  her  majesty's  favour  and 
encouragement.  This,  Sir,  is  the  passive  are 
brought  to,  and  this  is  the  freedom  of  speech 
you  were  pleased  to  ask  for  at  the  opening  of 
this  Session,  and  which  of  right  belongs  to 
every  member  of  this  House.  1 renicndtn  tie 
time,  when  such  restraints  ns  these*  would  not 
have  been  suffered  or  endured  ; hut  we  art 
under  arbitrary,  ministerial  power  ; and  r ever 
there  was  nu  iustance  of  it,  it  i>  m tin-  that  a 
now  before  us : But,  how  great  soever  the  di*» 
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courngemenlt  are  to  freedom  of  speech,  I think 
myself  obliged,  as  an  English  gentlcin&n,  who 
never  will  comply  with  an  arbitrary  ministry  ; 
as  a member  of  this  Hou»e,  who  have  been  al- 
ways zealous  to  support  the  constitution  of  par- 
liaments ; as  a neighbour  to  this  borough  in 
the  case  now  before  us,  to  speak  my  mind  with 
that  warmth  I used  to  do,  when  the  liberties  of 
my  country,  or  any  part  of  it,  seemed  to  be 
touched.  For  though  the  injury  may  he  felt 
but  by  one  single  man,  or  one  single  society  of 
men  ; yet  the  terror,  the  concern,  and  conse- 
quence of  it,  reaches  unto  all.  We  have  had 
a fact  this  day  of  dangerous  tendency  laid  be- 
fore us,  of  a new  Charter  forced  upon  an  an- 
cient corporation,  at  the  single  instance  of  a 
noble  lord,  without  a surrender  of  the  old,  con- 
trary to  law,  to  reason,  and  the  right  of  the 
members  thereof;  which  they  refused  to  ac- 
cept, as  being  inconsistent  to  their  former  Char- 
ter of  king  James  the  1st,  and,  as  they  conceiv- 
'ed,  void  in  itself;  since  it  is  impossible  for 
two  Charters,  any  more  than  two  grants,  or  two 
leases,  to  have  a being  at  the  same  time.  Ever 
since  the  Revolution,  every  thing  has  been 
transacted  in  this  corporation'  pursuant  to  the 
Charter  of  king  James  the  1st,  the  right  of  the 
bailiff  and  burgesses,  affirmed  by  judgment  in 
the  Qocen’s-beuch,  until  this  new  corporation 
was  erected  by  this  unprecedented  Charter, 
which  the  old  was  so  far  from  consenting  should 
pass,  that  they  opposed  it,  by  entering  caveats 
mall  the  offices,  and  by  shewing  that  it  was 
contrary  to  her  majesty’s  intention,  expressed 
in  the  warrant. — Thus,  Mr.  Speaker,  have  you 
seen  the  prerogative  enlarged  and  extended 
farther,  I will  be  hold  to  say,  than  it  was  in  the 
unhappy  reign  before  the  Revolution.  Every 
gentleman  remembers  how  highly  things  of  ihis 
nature  were  resented  in  king  James’s  time, 
when  court-arts  were  used  to  wheedle  and  ter- 
rify boroughs  into  a surrender  of  their  Charters  ; 
and  when  they  found  that  method  would  not 
do,  they  endeavoured  to  take  them  away  under 
colour  of  legal  process,  by  bringing  quo  aiar- 
ran/o’i  against  them  : This  was  then  thought 
dangerous  to  the  constitution  ; and  very  well  it 
might,  for  the  people  of  England  could  ex- 
pect no  other  fruit  from  such  a proceeding,  but 
that  this  House  would  be  filled  with  men  of 
the  army,  with  men  of  desperate  fortunes,  with 
pensioners,  with  vassals  of  the  court,  with  slaves 
of  the  ministry,  and  with  all  those  servile  sort 
of  gentlemen,  that  give  with  one  hand  to  re- 
ceive with  the  other,  and  thereby  betray  those 
they  represent  to  arbitrary  power  : But  this  in- 
stance now  before  us,  is  more  new  and  dange- 
rous tlian  taking  away  Charters  by  surrender 
or  quo  u arrant  us  ; those  methods  made  some 
noise,  alarmed  the  fret  people  of  Eng- 
land, and  you  see  what  came  of  it.  But 
this  is  a quicker,  a more  silent  method  of 
doing  it,  which  like  white  powder,  destroys  the 
liberty  of  the  people,  and  subverts  the  consti- 
tution of  this  llouse  without  noise  or  notice. 

gentlemen,  you  would  consider  all  the 
circunwuuces  with  which  this  Charter  was  at- 


1 7 1 0. — the  Bewdley  Election . [93i 

tended,  and  I am  sure,  you  cannot  reflect  upon 
them  without  grief.  First,  us  to  the  time,  you 
have  heard,  sir,  how  the  Great-Seal  of  Eng- 
land'wus  affixed  to  this  Charier,  upon  the  22d 
of  April  1708,  the  very  same  day,  there  was  an 
Order  made  in  Council  to  issue  out  writs,  for 
calling  that  parliament.  In  this  critical  juncture 
was  this  corporation  erected,  I will  not  scruple 
saying,  to  serve  the  arbitrary  designs  of  those 
who  are  afraid  of  a free  election,  who  are 
afraid  of  a free  and  un- influenced  parliament : 
such  a parliament  would  scorn  to  Hattrt-  great 
men,  would  inquire  into  miscarriages,  and  pu- 
nish such  ns  were  faulty;  would  call  those  mi- 
nisters to  an  account  who  should  prevail  with 
the  queen  to  turn  men  of  ability  and  consine- 
ration  out  of  place  and  employment  for  acting 
upon  principles  of  honour  and  conscience,  and 
doing  their  duty  in  this  House.  Another  evil 
consequence  with  which  this  Charter  is  attended 
is, that  so  many  new  electors, and  a new  return- 
ing officer,  are  created  by  it,  to  the  infringe- 
ment of  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  and  making 
all  elections,  in  a manner,  depend  upon  the 
will  of  the  prince.  1 hope,  gentlemen,  you 
will  seriously  consider  this  matter,  that  yon  will 
lay  aside  all  thoughts  of  party  in  this  cause  ; 
for,  if  it  be  in  the  power  of  the  crown  to  dis- 
solve old  corporations,  and  erect  new,  in  so 
exorbitant  a manner,  we  may  bid  adieu  to  li- 
berty and  property,  and  to  all  that  has  cost  so 
much  blood  and  treasure  to  maintain  and  de- 
fend; there  will  he  no  difference  between  a 
parliament  of  Great  Britain  and  a parliament 
of  Paris. — I hope,  once  more,  gentlemen,  you 
will  seriously  consider  how  much  the  honour 
and  justice  of  this  house  is  concerned  in  the 
determination  of  the  case  now  before  you. 
The  eyes  of  the  pepple  have  been  some  time 
opened;  they  will  observe,  they  will  judge  of 
ourvotings  in  this  cause;  and  expect  from  us, 
as  we  have  put  a stop  to  unjust  and  exorbitant 
power  abroad,  that  we  should  neither  suffer 
nor  endure  it  at  home.” 

The  new  Charter  of  Bead  Icy  toted  void  and 
illegal.]  Dec.  18.  The  Commons  ordered 
the  clerk  of  the  crown  to  attend  the  next  mor- 
ning with  the  last  return  for  the  borough  of 
Bewdley,  by  which  Anthony  Lechmere,  esq. 
was  returned,  and  also  with  the  returns  of  Mr. 
Herbert,  now  lord  Herbert,  and  Mr.  Corn- 
wall, to  serve  for  the  said  borough ; and  hav- 
ing the  next  day,  fully  heard  the  merits  of  the 
election  for  the  said  borough, resolved,  1.“  That 
Salwny  Winnington,  esq.  was  duly  elected.  2. 
That  the  charter  dated  the  20th  of  April  1708, 
attempted  to  be  imposed  upon  the  borough  of 
Bewdley, against  the  consent  of  the  ancient  cor- 
poration, was  void,  illegal,  and  destructive  of 
the  constitution  of  pailiament.  3.  That  an 
Address  be  presented  to  the  queen,  laying  be- 
fore her  majesty  the  Resolution  of  the  House, 
and  desiring,  that  she  would  give  directions  to 
her  Attorney  General  to  take  the  proper  me- 
thods for  repealing  the  said  Charter,  and  for 
quieting  the  said  borough  in  their  enjoyment  of 
their  rights  and  prvilcges.” 


935]  PAUL.  HISTORY,  9 Anne,  1711. — Debates  in  the  House  qf  Lords,  [930 


On  the  23rd  both  Houses  adjourned  to 
the  2nd  of  January,  1711 ; on  which  day,  Se- 
cretary St.  John  acquainted  the  Commons 
44  That  pursuant  to  their  Address  of  the  13th 
of  December  last,  the  queen  had  directed  Mr. 
Attorney  General  and  Air.  Solicitor-General  to 
take  the  most  proper  and  eiTectunl  measures 
for  repealing  the  Charter  of  Be wd ley, mentioned 
in  the  said  Address;  as  also  that  her  majesty 
had  given  directions  to  the  proper  officers  to 
lay  before  the  House  accounts  of  prosecutions 
ordered  by,  or  carried  on  at  the  exprnce  of  the 
crown,  &c.  according  to  the  desire  of  this  House 
in  their  Address  of  the  22d  of  December  last.” 

1 Motion  for  returning  Thank t to  the  Luke  of 
Marlborough  dropped.]  On  the  same  day  the 
Address  was  voted  in  the  Lords,  the  earl  of 
Scarborough  having;  made  a motion,  that  the 
Thanks  of  the  House  be  returned  to  the  Duke, 
some  objections  were  raised  against  it ; and 
his  grace’s  friends  being  apprehensive,  that  if 
the  question  were  put  upon  it,  the  negative 
might  carry  it,  said,  it  would  be  time  enough  to 
speak  of  that  matter  when  the  Duke  was  come 
home  ; whereupon  the  House  was  adjourned. 
The  next  day,  there  was  a Complaint  made  by 
a noble  peer,  against  the  Lord  Keeper,  for 
taking  upon  him  to  introduce  the  Scotch  Lords 
to  the  queen,  being  himself  no  peer  by  patent  : 
hut  the  Lord  Keeper  excusing  his  mistake,  if 
he  had  committed  any,  with  a great  deal  of 
modesty ; and  on  the  oilier  hand,  the  late 
J-ord  Chancellor  maintaining  that  he  had  right 
to  act  as  he  had  done,  no  farther  notice  was 
taken  of  it. 

Queens  Message  concerning  the  War  in  Spain.] 
January  2,  1711.  This  day,  the  following 
Message  was  presented  to  the  Lords  : 

44  Her  majesty  having  received  notice  that 
there  has  been  an  Action  in  Spain,  very  much 
to  the  disadvantage  of  king  Charles’s  affairs  ; 
which  having  fallen  particularly  on  the  British 
forces,  the  queen  immediately  gave  directions 
for  sending  and  procuring  troops  to  repair  this 
loss. — Her  majesty  aenunints  this  House  with 
this  intelligence,  und  likewise  with  her  orders 
given  thereupon  ; not  doubting  but  the  parlia- 
ment will  approve  thereof,*  and  concur  in  their 
assistance  for  remedying  so  great  a mis- 
fortune.” 

The  Lords'  Address  thereon.]  Upon  this 
their  lordships  presented  the  following  Address: 

44  We,  your  majesty’s  most  dutiful  und  loyal 
subjects,  the  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal  in 
parliament  assembled,  return  our  most  humble 
thanks  to  your  majesty,  for  your  gracious  mes- 
sage relating  to  the  present  state  of  affairs  in 
Spain  ; ami  for  the  orders  your  majesty  has 
been  pleased  to  give  for  sending  troops  of  your 
own,  and  exciting  your  allies  to  send  some  of 
thi  ira  in  due  time,  in  order  to  repair  this  loss  : 
and,  ns  this  misfortune  may  have  been  occa- 

*  44  This,”  says  Li  shop  Burnet, 44  was  a mean 
expression  from  the  sovereign,  not  used  in 
former  messages,  and  seemed  below  the  dig- 
nity of  the  crown.* 


sioned  by  some  preceding  mismanagement,  *e 
lake  the  liberty  to  assure  ycur  majesty,  we  will 
use  our  utmost  endeavours  to  discover  it,  to  is 
to  prevent  the  like  for  the  future. — And  sucha 
the  confidence  we  have  in  your'  majesty's  great 
prudence  and  care,  that  we  humbly  assort 
your  (Majesty,  wc  will,  to  the  utmost,  give  all 
the  assistance  in  our  power,  to  recover  the  ill 
condition  of  those  affairs,  and  to  suppou  lie 
war  against  the  common  enemy,  in  all  pUces 
where  your  majesty  in  your  wisdom  shall  think 
it  necessary,  for  the  obtaining  an  honourable 
and  lasting  peace  ; in  the  concluding  of  which, 
we  entirely  rely  upon  your  majesty.” 

The  Queen's  Answer.]  lo  which  Address 
her  majesty  returned  this  Answer  : 

*4  That  her  majesty  took  very  kindly  ihe  Ad- 
dress of  this  House,  and  doth  not  doubt  of  the 
Lords  hearty  concurrence  in  supporting  a War 
of  so  great  importance  as  this  is.” 

First  Debate m the  II oust  of  Lords  on  thtWsr 
in  Spain.]  Jan.  4.  The  Lords  having  resolved  to 
enquire  into  the  Management  of  Affairs  in 
Spain,  their  lordships,  upon  a motion  made  by 
the  duke  of  Beaufort,  made  application  to  the 
queen  to  stay,  for  some  days,  the  earl  of  Pe- 
terborough’s Journey  to  Vienna,  that  they 
might  make  use  of  such  lights  and  information 
as  he  was  able  to  give  them,  con cenuag  those 
affairs.  Accordingly,  the  earl  of  Peterborough, 
who  designed  to  have  set  out  the  next  day, 
having  for  that  purpose  sent  part  of  his  servants 
and  Ins  equipage  to  Greenwich,  was  counter- 
manded ; and  tiie  peers  having,  on  the  5ib, 
taken  the  Affairs  of  Spain  into  consideration, 
the  earl  of  Abingdon,  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House,  put  severally 
Questions  to  the  earl  of  Peterborough  ;•  to 

* 44  Charles  Mordaunt,  third  earl  of  Pc* 
terborough,  one  of  those  men  of  careless  wit 
and  negligent  grace,  who  scatter  a thousand 
bon- mots  and  idle  verses,  which  we  painful  com- 
pilers gather  and  hoard,  till  the  owners  stare  to 
find  themselves  authors.  Such  was  this  lord: 
of  an  advantageous  figure,  and  enterprising 
spirit ; as  galiaut  as  Amadis  and  as  brave,  but 
a little  more  expeditious  in  his  journeys;  i « 
he  is  said  to  have  seen  more  kings  and  more 
postillions  than  any  man  in  Europe.  Iiis ee- 
niity  to  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  sod  his 
friendship  with  Pope,  will  preserve  his  name, 
when  his  genius,  too  romantic  to  have  laid  a 
solid  foundation  for  fame  ; and  his  politics,  to® 
disinterested  for  his  age  and  country,  shall  be 
equally  forgotten.  He  was  a man,  as  Pope 
said,  who  would  neither  live  nor  die  like  any 
other  mortal.  Yet  even  particularities  were 
becoming  in  him,  as  he  had  a natural  ease  that 
immediately  adopted  and  saved  them  from  tbe 
air  of  affectation. 

44  This  nobleman  in  his  youth  served  under 
the  admirals  Torriligton  and  Narbormi$b 
in  the  Mediterranean  against  the  state  of  Al- 
giers ; and  distinguished  himself  at  Tangier!, 
in  Africa,  when  it  was  besieged  by  the  Moon 
Disliking  the  proceedings  of  the  court  in  d* 
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which  his  lordship  returned  distinct  answers, 
containing  the  substance  of  the  facts  and  pa*- 
lages  published,  some  years  before,  by  Dr. 
Friend,  n physician,  who  attended  his  lordship 
iii  Spam,  m u hook,  eutitled,  “ An  Account 
of  the  earl  of  Peterborough's  Conduct,”  &c. 
wherein  Ins  lordship's  management  is  justified 
and  highly  extolled ; not  without  some  reflec- 
tions on  the  conduct  of  the  other  generals  in 

reign  of  James  the  second,  he  was  among  the 
firttof  the  English  nobility  who  engaged  in  the 
prince  of  Orange’s  service,  and  was  one  of  those, 
as  bishop  Burnet  relates,  whom  that  prince 
chiefly  trusted,  and  by  whose  advice  he  was 
principally  directed.  Being  instrumental  there- 
fore in  promoting  the  Revolution,  on  the  ac- 
cession of  king  William  he  was  appointed  one 
of  the  lords  of  the  bedchamber,  first  lord  com- 
missioner of  die  treasury,  and  in  1689  had  the 
additional  dignity  of  earl  of  Monmouth.  In 
169$  lie  served  under  that  monarch  during  the 
campaign  in  Flanders.  By  queen  Anne  in 
1705,  his  lordship  w as  declared  general  and 
commander  in  chief  of  the  forces  sent  to  Spain 
and  joint  admiral  of  the  fleet  with  sir  Cloud  Os- 
lo;, Shovel.  His  conduct  in  this  expedition  ob- 
tained the  thanks  of  the  House  of  Peers  for  his 
great  and  eminent  services.  In  1710-tl  he 
was  employed  as  ambassador  at  Turin  and 
outer  Italian  courts,  and  in  1713  was  installed 
a knight  companion  of  the  order  of  the  garter. 
In  die  reign  of  George  the  first  he  was  const i- 
toted  general  of  all  the  marine  forces  in  Great 
Britain ; and  bad  the  same  commission  con- 
tinued by  George  the  second.  Having  made 
a voyage  to  Lisbon,  from  the  declining  state 
of  his  health,  he  died  there  in  Oct.  1735,  aged 
•evenly -seven. 

“ His  lordship  was  a man  of  frolic.  Richard- 
son in  bis  Anecdotes  snys,t  he  great  earl  of  Peter- 
borough, who  had  much  sense,  much  wit,  and 
muchwbim,  leaped  out  of  his  chariot  one  day,  on 
seeing  a dancing-master  with  pearl-coloured 
silk  stockings,  lightly  stepping  over  the  broad 
stoues,  and  picking  his  way  in  very  dirty  wea- 
ther, and  ran  after  him  with  liis  sword  drawn, 
in  order  to  drive  him  into  the  mud,  but  into 
which  he  of  course  followed  himself.  This 
facetious  nobleman  was  once  taken  by  the 
mob  for  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  who  was 
then  in  disgrace  with  them  ; and  being  about 
to  be  roughly  treated  by  these  friends  to  sutu- 
niary  justice,  he  addressed  them  in  these  words ; 

‘ Gentlemen,  I can  convince  you  by  two  rea- 
sons that  I am  not  the  duke.  In  the  first 
place.  I have  only  five  guineas  iu  my  pocket; 
and  in  the  second,  they  are  heartily  at  your 
service.’  So  throwing  his  purse  amoug  them, 
lie  pursued  his  way  amid  loud  acclamations 
and  liuuas. 

M Dr.  Freind,  in  bis  Account  of  lord  Peter- 
borough’s Conduct  in  Spain,  says  he  uever  or- 
dered off  a detachment  of  a hundred  men,  with- 
out  going  with  them  himself.  Of  his  own  cou- 
bis  lordship  used  to  say,  that  it  proceeded 
hwa  his  not  kuowiug  his  danger ; agreeing  in 
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Spain  and  Portugal,  particularly,  the  earl  of 
Galway’s. 

After  this,  the  Lords  ordered  the  enrl  of 
Galway,  and  ihe  lord  Tyrawley,  (formerly 
known  under  the  name  of  sir  Charles  O’Hara) 
to  appear  before  them  the  next  day,  which 
they  did  accordingly ; and  the  first  having  a 
chair  appointed  for  him  without  the  bar,  by 
reason  ol  his  infirmities,  whs  desired  by  the 
chairman  to  give  the  Lords  an  Account  of  what 
he  knew  concerning  the  affairs  of  Spain.  The 
earl  of  Galway  having  excused  his  deficiency 
in  not  expressing  himself  so  properly  as  he 
could  wish  in  the  English  'longue,  gave  the 
Lords  uu  ingenuous  Account  of  * his  Conduct, 
Iroru  his  first  setting  out  for  Portugal,  till  the 
time  he  was  recalled  ; with  which  their  lord- 
ships  appeared  to  be  well  satisfied  : and  as  he 
said,  his  memory  might  have  failed  him  in 
several  important  particulars,  he  desired  that 
he  might  be  allowed  to  give  in  writing,  what 
he  had  delivered  by  word  of  mouth,  which  was 
readily  granted. 

As  for  the  lord  Tyrawley,  being  desired  to 
say  what  he  knew  about  the  same  affairs,  and 
not  knowing  the  drift  of  such  un  enquiry,  but 
rather  suspecting  his  own  reputation  might  be 
concerned,  Ins  lordship  stood  upon  the  reserve, 
and  said,  That  when  he  was  in  the  army  he 
kept  no  register,  and  earned  neither  pen  nor 
ink  about  him,  but  only  a sword,  which-  he 
used  the  best  he  could  upon  occasion  ; and 
that  nil  he  knew,  in  general,  was,  that  they 
always  acted  according  to  the  Resolutions  of 
the  Councils  of  War. 

The  birds  Galway  and  Tyrawley  being  with- 
drawn, several  peers,  particularly  the  earls  of 
Wharton  and  Godolplun,  the  lord  Halifax  and 
some  others,  spoke  in  favour  of  my  lord  Gal- 
way ; and  among  the  rest, 

The  Duke  of  Mar  thorough  said,  That  it  was 
somewhat  strange,  that  generals  who  had  acted 
to  the  best  of  their  understandings,  and  had 
lost  their  limbs  in  the  service,  should  be  ex- 
examined  like  offenders,  about  insignificant 
things. 

After  a short  debate,  the  Lords  adjourned 
to  the  Monday  following,  when  the  earl  of 
Galway  delivered  his  Narrative  in  writing,  at 
did  also  the  earl  of  Peterborough  the  Recapi- 
tulation of  his  Answers,  with  several  other 
papers. 

January  9.  The  House  of  Peers  being  sat, 
in  order  to  resume  the  consideration  of  the 
Affairs  of  Spain,  the  duke  of  Devonshire  moved 
that  Dr.  Friend  might  be  summoned  to  attend, 
which  was  ordered.  There  being  a great  many 
strangers  iu  the  House, 

opinion  with  Turenne,  that  a coward  had  only 
one  of  the  three  faculties  of  the  mind — appre- 
hension. The  remittances  expected  from  Eng- 
land not  coming  to  his  troops  when  lie  com- 
manded in  Spain,  lie  is  said  to  have  supplied 
them  for  some  time  with  money  from  bis  own 
pocket.”  Park’s  enlarged  Edition  of  Orford’ft 
Noble  Authors,  vol.  4,  p.  103. 
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The  Earl  of  Godulphin  moved,  That  the 
House  might  be  cleared  : but 

The  Duke  of  Buckingham  opposed  it,  say- 
ing, That  he  supposed  those  strangers  were 
brought  in  by  the  members  themselves,  and 
therefore  were  under  the  protection  of  the 
House;  that  it  might  afterwards  be  moved, 
that  the  Lords  eldest  sons  should  also  go  out, 
though  they  had  as  much  right  to  stand  behind 
the  tliroue,  as  the  Lords  to  sit  where  they  sat ; 
that  he  had,  himself,  enjoyed  that  privilege, 
and  wished  himself  to  be  young  enough  to  be 
amongst  them. — Hereupon  it  was  earned,  that 
the  strangers  that  had  been  placed  in  the  gal- 
lery, should  be  suffered  to  stay.  The  prelimi- 
nary about  strangers  being  over, 

The  Duke  of  Buckingham  said,  he  hoped  that 
business  would  not  take  up  so  much  of  their 
time  as  it  had  done  two  or  three  years  before. 

The  Earl  of  Scarborough  said,  That  the  prin- 
cipal point  which  they  ought  to  tnke  into  their 
consideration,  and  strictly  examine  into,  were 
the  Council  of  War  held  in  Valencia,  the  15th 
of  January,  1707,  N.  S.  and  the  joining  of  the 
troops  brought  by  the  earl  of  Rivers,  with  those 
under  the  command  of  the  earl  of  Galway. 
After  this  the  earl  of  Wharton  moved,  Whe- 
ther the  earl  of  Galway’s  Memorial  should  he 
read  in  the  House,  or  in  the  Committee  ; and 
the  earl  Ferrers  saying,  It  was  more  proper  to 
read  it  m the  Committee ; it  was  agreed  it 
should  be  so ; and  the  earl  of  Peterborough 
having  desired,  that  his  Recapitulation  might 
also  be  read  in  the  Committee,  the  same  was 
granted.  After  this  the  House  adjourned  dur- 
ing pleasure,  and  resolved  into  a Committee  of 
the  whole  House,  of  which  the  earl  of  Abingdon 
was  chosen  chairman  as  before. 

It  being  known  that  the  Queen  desired  to 
hear  this  memorable  Debate  incognito , the 
same  did  not  begin  till  her  majesty  was  come, 
that  is,  about  a quarter  past  two  in  the  after- 
noon. Hereupon,  the  duke  of  Buckingham 
moved,  That  the  earl  of  Galway’s  Paper  might 
be  read ; and  the  chairman  having  ordered  the 
clerk  to  read  it  accordingly,  the  earl  of  Peter- 
borough renewed  the  instances  he  had  made 
before,  that  the  lord  Galway  might  be  asked 
some  Questions,  and  that  he  and  the  lord 
Tyrawley  might  be  called  in  : but  the  lord 
Cowper  said,  That  it  was  not  proper  to  ask  the 
lord  Galway  any  questions,  till  the  earl  of  Pe- 
terborough’s Narrative  had  been  read  in  his 
presence,  which  was  agreed  to.  Hereupon  the 
earl  of  Peterborough  said,  that  to  avoid  all 
mistakes,  he  desired  his  paper  might  not  be 
called  a Narrative,  which  might  look  like  an 
accusation,  for  he  accused  nobody;  but  only 
a Recapitulation  of  his  Answers. 

Tue  Eaul  of  Galway's  Narrative. 

After  this,  the  clerk  read  the  earl  of  Gal- 
way's* Narrative,  being  as  follows: 

• “ Son  of  the  ambassador  from  France  to 
Charles  2,  and  who  also  came  over  to  England, 
in  1685,  to  solicit  pardon  for  lus  great  nephew 
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“ In  obedience  to  your  lordships’  cormmndt, 

I present  you  with  a short  Narrative  in  wri- 
ting, containing  the  most  material  occurreuwi 
that  happened  in  Portugal  and  Spain,  duns; 

the  unfortunate  lord  Russell.  On  the  Revo- 
lution Henry  and  his  brother  offered  their 
services  in  Ireland.  William  wished  to  decline 
them,  because  their  father,  the  old  marquis  of 
Rouvigny, dying, he  was  conscious  that  tbeFrench 
court  would  deprive  him  of  his  patrimonial 
inheritance ; but  he  was  so  partial  to  the  ling, 
as  a military  prince,  that  he  despised  the  loss 
of  his  estates.  His  gallantry  in  Ireland,  where 
his  brother  fell  at  the  battle  of  the  Bojne, 
rewarded  with  the  title  of  earl  of  Galw»y. 
William  afterwards  sent  him  to  Italy,  to  fight 
under  the  duke  of  Savoy  : but  that  sovereign 
wihd rawing  from  the  confederacy,  he  returned, 
and  was  made  commander  in  chief  in  Ireland. 
Queen  Anne  appointed  him  generalissimo  of  the 
British  army  in  Spam  aud  Portugal,  where  hr 
was  at  first  very  successful:  but  the  battle  of 
Almanza,  fought  April  25,  17  12,  produced  i 
reverse  of  fortune  that  rendered  the  Austria: 
cause  hopeless.  The  duke  of  Berwick,  Jama 
2's  illegitimate  son,  general  of  the  Freud 
army,  opposed  to  him,  desirous  of  compellin; 
him  to  fight  to  disadvantage,  sent  two  Irhbtuf? 
as  deserters,  who  told  Galway  that  the  duke 
of  Orleans  was  coming  with  12,000  men  to  join 
Berwick  to  force  him  to  fight:  Galway  MI 
into  the  snare,  and  immediately  attacked  the 
enemy,  when  he  did  all  that  skill  and  gallant*; 
could  effect ; but  as  his  soldiers  were  exhausted 
by  the  fatigue  of  marching  three  Spanish  league 
in  the  heat  of  the  day,  previous  to  the  battle, 
the  French  army  obtained  a complete  victory. 
The  English  were  greatly  exasperated  with  tbs 
earl,  who  had  superseded  the  skilful  and  in- 
trepid Peterborough.  Neither  the  inferiority 
of  numbers,  the  fatigue  of  troops,  or  the  pi* 
lantry  he  displayed,  could  compensate  the 
defeat.  He  did  not  stand  alone  in  the  publie 
indignation,  but  he  was  most  blamed  of  d* 
parliament.  Swift  says,  that  some  friend  of 
hi*  published  a four  shilling  pamphlet  io  to 
defence.  The  queen  wished  him  to  accept  a 
diplomatic  situation,  but  he  declined  it,  >* 
improper  both  from  his  age  and  the  difference 
of  his  former  and  opposite  pursuits,  though  t 
is  evident  he  had  been  at  Turin  in  the  double 
capacity  of  general  and  plenipotentiary. 

“ It  does  great  credit  to  the  duke  of  Marl- 
borough that  he  vindicated  this  unfortunate 
general  in  the  House  of  Lords,  sayins,  * it 
some  what  strange  that  generals  who  had  setri 
to  the  best  of  their  understanding,  and  had  K* 
their  limbs  in  that  service,  should  he  examined 
like  offenders  ahout  insignificant  things."  H* 
had  not  only  been  badly  wounded  in  the  bet 
at  Almanza,  but  at  the  siege  of  Badajfli  bsd 
lost  one  of  his  hands,  after  which  he  calmly 
continued  to  give  orders  for  two  hours.  Gsd* 
way  deserved  a better  fate.  The*  violent  $*ift 
accuses  him  of  severity  in  Ireland,  and  (or 
having  compelled  the  earl  of  Kildare  to  gp*  BP 
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he  time  I had  the  honour  to  command  the 
jueen’s  troops  there. 

“ In  June,  1704,  being  retired  in  the  country, 

received  the  queen’s  commands  to  attend 
*r  majesty  at  Windsor,  where  she  was  pleased 
u order  me  to  go  and  take  upon  me  the  com- 
laudol  her  troops  in  Portugal.  I desired  to 
k excused  from  accepting  an  employment 
tLich  I did  not  think  myselt  equal  to,  hut  the 
jueen  seemmg  fixed  in  her  Resolution,  I 
>beyed. — Upon  iny  arrival  at  Lisbon,  I found 
lie  two  kings  of  Spain  and  Portugal  already 
lurching  for  Abeira,  and  joined  their  rout, 
lut  the  season  was  much  advanced,  and  it 
*ing  thought  impracticable  to  attack  the 
:nemy  there,  it  was  soon  resolved  to  retire  into 
•inter-quarters. — The  troops  being  in  quurters, 

[ went  to  Lisbon,  where  1 had  certain  advice 
hit  Gibraltar  win  besieged,  and  Mnreschal 
i'oesse  gone  thither ; upou  which,  considering 
lie  importance  of  the  place,  I immediately 
tot  to  the  prince  of  Hesse  (governor  there) 
bur  of  the  best  regiments  of  foot  under  my 
uioiniud,  viz.  the  battalion  of  guards,  mv  lord 
sarnmore’s,  lord  DoiuiegaU's,  and  lord  Mout- 
qjf’i;  together  with  a large  supply  of  aiumu- 
iittoaand  provisions,  uhich  the  garrison  wanted 
ntreoefy.  This  relief  arrived  iu  good  time, 
md  proved  so  successful,  as  not  only  to  defend 
be  place,  but  to  hold  out  a siege  that  entirely 
wired  the  enemy’s  infantry,  and  prevented 
heir  being  able  to  take  the  .field  the  following 
fling  in  Alentejo. — Being  informed  of  their 
condition,  as  likewise  that  there  was  but  a 
'try  small  garrison  in  Badajoz,  1 endeavoured 
0 persuade  the  Portuguese  to  attack  that 
dace,  but  could  not  then  ptzwad  ; however, 
bey  took  Valencia  de  Alcantara  by  storm,  and 
Mhuquerqtie  by  capitulation,  under  the  com* 
oand  of  the  Conde  das  Galvcn*,  mid  aftcr- 
•ards  retired  to  quarters  of  refreshment,  ns  is 
txial  m the  excessive  heats  of  the  summer. 

“ During  tins  interval  I went  to  Lisbon  to 
voler  with  the  earl  of  Peterborough.  I found 
be  kin*:  of  Spain  designed  to  embark  with 
'ini ; and  not  doubting  but  the  earl  was  hound 
pou  some  important  expedition,  though  1 had 

0 orders  to  that  purpose,  and  hud  now  only 
r»e  regiment  of  horse,  two  of  dragoons,  and  live 

1 loot  left  under  my  command  in  Portugal,  I 
ifwed  him  whatever  part  of  these  tipops  he 
leased  to  desire.  The  earl  accepted  of  iny 
for.  and  chose  the  royal  regiment  of  dra- 
ins, and  Cunninghams,  taking  likewise  an 
nltr  with  him  from  me  to  the  governor  of  Gib- 
•dtar,  for  such  regiments  from  thence  r»»  he 
bould  tiiiuk  tit  to  take  on  board,  leaving  only 
■ sufficient  garrison  for  the  defence  of  the 

a office  of  comptroller  of  the  musters,  granted 
mu  by  Charles  2,  worth  300/.  for  a pension  of 
100/.  hut  this  seems  only  party  spleen.  lie 
»ied  wuh  the  character  of  a most  gallant 
nd  skilful  general ; possessing  eminent  virtue, 
r, real  piety,  and  zeal  for  religion.  In  his  man- 
•fr»  he  was  simple,  and  unaffected  in  lus  dress.” 
Continuation  of  Grainger. 
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town,  and  accordingly  his  lordship  took  from 
thence  those  four  regiments,  which  I had  spilt 
thither  to  the  relief  ot  the  place. 

**  After  the  king  of  Spain  and  my  lord  Peter- 
borough were  sailed,  with  great  difficulty  I pre- 
vailed upon  the  Portuguese  to  besiege  Uadujoz 
in  autumn  ; hut,  instead  of  taking  the  field, 
as  we  had  agreed  to  do,  in  the  liegiuuing  of 
September,  it  was  the  2nd  of  October  before  I 
could  get  them  to  invest  the  place,  under  the 
command  of  the  marquis  das  Minas.  Our 
cannon  had  ulreudy  begun  to  play,  with  success, 
when  an  accident  happened  in  a battery, 
which  I went  to  repair  ; and,  being  there  to 
give  the  necessary  orders  for  that  purpose,  1 
lost  my  arm  by  a cannon-shot  from  the  town  ; 
but  it  is  the  general  opinion,  that  if  the  depo- 
sition which  1 put  in  writing  the  very  morning 
the  misfortune  happened  to  me,  and  proposed 
to  a council  of  w ar,  where  the  same  was  agreed 
to,  had  been  duly  executed,  Mareschal  Thesso 
could  never  have  relieved  the  place,  which 
must  necessarily  have  fulleu  into  our  bauds  in 
a very  few  days. 

“ Not  long  after  the  siege  was  raised,  news 
came  of  the  surrender  of  Barcelona  to  king 
Charles,  and  about  a month  after,  that  Mares- 
chal  Thesse  had  marched  with  the  best  part 
part  of  the  forces,  quartered  on  the  frontier  of 
Portugal,  in  order  to  join  the  duke  of  Anjou 
and  besiege  Barcelona  again. — Upon  this  I 
resolved  to  propose  to  the  Portuguese  to  march 
to  Madrid,  concluding,  that  either  the  duke  of 
Anjou  would,  by  this  means,  be  obliged  to  quit 
the  siege  of  Barcelona,  or  else  that  wc  could 
meet  with  no  opposition  in  our  way.  For  this 
purpose  I took  a journey  to  Lisbon,  even  while 
my  wound,  upon  the  cutting  oft  my  arm,  was 
still  open,  and  had  such  success  with  the  king 
•of  Portugal  that  his  troops  took  the  field  the 
following  spring,  by  the  26th  of  March,  N.  S. 
under  the  command  of  the  marquis  das 
Minas,  with  intention  to  besiege  Alcantara, 
and  march  that  way  for  Madrid.  Mean  time 
the  duke  of  Berwick,  who  Imd  been  sent  to 
command  on  the  frontier  of  Portugal  in  Mares- 
clial  Thetse’s  stead,  had  thrown  ten  regiments 
of  foot  into  Badajoz,  and  marched  » ith  seven 
more, and  a body  of  4,000  horse  towards  Alcan- 
tara, in  order  to  reinforce  that  garrison  by  the 
addition  of  those  seven  regiments,  which  lie 
accordingly  left  there,  and  then  came  buck  to 
Brocas  with  his  cavalry  ; where  we  surprized 
him,  heat  Ins  rearguard,  pursued  him  a consi- 
derable way,  and  took  possession  of  the  castle 
of  Brocas  ; in  which  place  we  left  a garrison 
to  cover  our  foragers,  during  the  time  that  we 
should  lie  before  Alcantara. 

“ After  this,  we  continued  our  march  to 
Alcantara,  which  surrendered  to  us  in  a very 
few  days;  we  took  teu  good  battalions  prisoners 
of  war  there,  and  found  about  sixty  pieces  of 
cannon  in  the  place,  with  great  store  of  small 
arms  and  ammunition. — After  the  surrender  of 
Alcantara,  we  crossed  the  Tagus  there,  and 
having  taken  in  some  places  of  small  note  upon 
our  march  and  forced  a pais  at  Massagona, 
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where  the  enemy  had  entrenched  themselves, 
we  advanced  as  far  as  the  bridge  of  Almaras. 
— But  here  the  Portuguese  resolved  unanimously 
to  return  home  again,  notwithstanding  all  the 
arguments  the  generals  of  the  Allies  could 
cider  to  the  contrary,  which  happened  very  un- 
fortunately ; for  had  the  army  marched  di- 
rectly from  thence  to  Madrid,  in  all  probability 
we  must  have  arrived  there  at  the  same  time 
with  the  news  of  the  duke  of  Anjou’s  being 
relumed  to  France  ; the  dutchess  must  have 
been  obliged  to  escape  alone  ; and  the  tribu- 
nals being  still  there,  it  is  very  likely  the  war 
would  have  been  over. — Some  oftlie  Portuguese 
were  willing  to  go  back  and  besiege  Badajoz, 
which  was  entirely  laying  aside  all  thoughts 
of  Madrid, but  others  w ere  for  attacking  Cwiriad 
Rodrigo,  and  by  joining  with  these,  1 engaged 
them,  after  the  taking  of  that  place,  to  go  to 
Madrid.  But  the  time,  which  was  lost  on  this 
occasion, had  given  the  duke  of  Anjou  an  oppor- 
tunity of  retiring  from  France  to  Madrid,  from 
whence  be  withdrew  the  court,  and  all  the 
tribunals,  before  our  army  could  reach  that 
place;  so,  upon  our  arrival  there,  we  found 
Madrid  an  open  village;  and  the  (mops  having 
been  extremely  weakened  by  so  long  a march, 
were  not  above  4,000  horse  and  8 or  10,000 
foot. — The  Portuguese  generals,  and  those  of 
the  Allies,  thought  it  highly  necessary  the  king 
of  Spain  should  come  to  Madrid,  as  soon  us 
possible  ; for  besides  the  advantage  his  presence 
might  have  been  to  his  own  affairs,  it  was  of  the 
last  importance  to  us  to  be  immediately  joined 
by  the  forces  with  the  king,  and  under  the 
earl  of  Peterborough’s  command  ; not  being 
strong  enough,  without  them,  to  attack  the 
duke  of  Anjou  ; w ho  had  already  received  some 
succours  from  France.  Besides  the  5,500 
horse  and  8,000  foot,  of  which  the  duke  of  Bur- 
wick’s  army  consisted,  after  he  had  been  joined 
by  the  Conde  de  la  Torres. 

“ Being  perfectly  informed  of  the  enemy’s 
strength  and  motions,  and  having  great  reasons 
to  believe  that  if  we  were  joined  in  time  by  all 
the  forces  with  the  king  and  the  earl  of  Peterbo- 
rough, we  might,  in  this  favourable  conjunc- 
ture, drive  the  duke  of  Anjou  entirely  out  of 
Spain,  make  ourselves  absolute  masters  of  that 
kingdom,  and  put  an  end  to  an  expensive  w ar : 
All  the  while  we  lay  at  Madrid  and  Guadalaxara 
1 dispatched  every  day  one  or  more  expresses, 
and  the  greatest  part  of  them  officers,  with 
letters  to  the  king  of  Spain,  and  to  n»y  lord  Pe- 
terborough, representing  to  them  both  the  im- 
portance of  our  being  joined  forthwith,  and 
earnestly  desiring  that  no  time  might  be  lost  in 
improving  so  critical  a juncture. 

u As  the  next  best  means  to  advise  our 
friends  of  our  arrival  at  Madrid,  the  first  Ga- 
zette day,  after  we  got  thithe  r,  I caused  it  to 
be  published  in  the  Gazette, that  we  were  there, 
and  expected,  in  a very  tew-  days,  to  be  joined 
by  the  king  and  the  earl  of  Peterborough,  hop- 
ing that  the  natural  curiosity  of  the  Spaniards 
would  give  a printed  newspaper  a bee  passage. 
— But  uot withstanding  all  the  diligence  that  was 
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used  in  this  matter,  on  our  part,  near  six  weeks 
w ere  elapsed  at  Madrid  and  Guadalaxara,  be- 
fore we  received  any  advice  that  the  Lingvo 
upon  his  march  to  join  us ; and,  in  the  men 
tiuie,  the  duke  of  Anjou’s  army  was  so  much 
increased  by  daily  reinforcements  from  several 
parts,  that  lie  was  now  become  superior  in 
number  to  us,  even  after  we  were  joined  It 
those  forces  which  the  king  and  my  lord  Peter- 
borough brought  along  with  them. — And  I Dime 
say  that  it  is  the  general  opinion,  and  Idovtril? 
believe,  as  the  Portuguese  lost  one  fair  opportu- 
nity of  putting  an  end  to  the  war,  by  not 
inarching  dirtctly  from  the  bridge  of  Aunaraj 
to  Madrid,  so  we  now  lost  another,  for  »ut 
of  being  joined  in  time  by  the  forces  under  tte 
command  of  the  king  of  Spain  and  the  ail  if 
Peterborough. 

“ And,  w hereas  the  noble  lord  is  pleased  to 
aver,  that  he  never  received  any  advice  from 
me  of  my  arrival  at  Madrid  with  the  Portu- 
guese : and,  as  an  argument  of  my  neglect  of 
him  on  that  subject,  produces  an  instance  of 
one  officer,  that  happened  to  pass  through  kh 
quar  ters  with  letters  from  me  to  the  king,  awl 
none  fur  hi>  lord-hip  ; I am  obliged  to  obsenf. 
that  I gave  this  officer  an  hundred  pistoles,  aw 
ordered  him  to  go  directly  to  the  kiugof$ptio, 
who  then  lay  at  Saragossa;  but  lie  wasacci- 
dently  forced  to  go  our  of  his  w ay,  to  avoid  ew 
of  the  enemy's  parties,  which  was  the  true  oc- 
casion of  his  passing  through  the  c arl  of  Peter- 
borough's quarters  at  Valencia,  contrary  to  ki» 
first  intention.  But  several  other  officers,  who 
were  dispatched  by  me  to  the  earl,  assured  me 
they  had  the  honour  to  deliier  him  those  kt« 
ters  which  I wrote  to  his  lord:4)ip  from  Gw* 
dulnxnra  ; and  even  taking  the  (act  to  be  u 
the  ear  I of  Peterborough  is  pleased  to  state  it 
himself,  it  is  plain  Ins  lordship  hud,  at  Jeasr, 
some  verbal  informations  from  that  vmoai* 
cer  who  passed  through  his  lordship’s  quarters, 
and  consequently  could  nor  be  altogether 
norant,  either  of  the  place  w here  the  Portuguese 
army  lay,  or  of  the  necessity  of  joining  tteic, 
without  loss  of  time. 

“ After  the  general  had  got  king  Charles  pro- 
claimed at  Madrid,  it  was  thought  tit  to  ad- 
vance to  Guadalaxara ; where  lie  had,  atU'k 
advice,  that  the  king  was  coining  to  join  ns, 
and  at  toe  same  time  were  informed,  that  li* 
duke  of  Anjou  was  at  Guadalaxara,  to  winch 
place  we  marched  to  prevent  the  enemy  if* 
intercepting  f lie  king.  Upon  our  approach, 
the  duke  of  Anjou  repassed  the  river,  which 
little  advantage  we  contented  ourselves  with, 
for  it  was  not  thought  ad  visa!  le  to  follow,  aid 
attack  him  on  the  other  aid*.-,  being  #d«a"  ***" 
ously  posted  and  stronger  than  we. — 
here  two  days,  and  when  w * thought  the  k,c$ 
was  out  of  danger,  we  again  retired  to 
latent,  where  we  were  joined  hy  his  n» 
and  my  1 rd  Peterborough,  with  two 
of  Spanish  dragoons,  mid  part  of  Pearces,  ijr 
his  lordship  had  left  behind  h:tn  in  s vew 
places,  thirteen  battalions  of  Engh-b 
the  remainder  of  Pearce’s,  and  two  oilier  cu* 
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tire  regiments  of  dragoons.  So  soon  as  the  ar- 
mies were  joined  (having,  upon  my  arrival  at 
IVladrid,  sent  captain  Montagu*  to  ghe  the 
queen  au  account  of  our  march,  find  to  desire 
lier  majesty's  leave  to  retire)  L waned  upon  tny 
lord  Petertjorough,  offering  him  the  command 
of  the  Lnglidi,  and  to  receive  his  ordeis,  till  1 
should  have  the  queen’s  leave  to  go  home  ; But 
because  the  marquis  das  Minas  would  not  do 
so  too,  tny  lord  Peterborough  chose  not  to  stay 
with  the  army,  and  within  a lew  days  alter 
w ent  away. — Tlie  king  resolved,  by  advice  of 
the  general  officers,  to  go  toChincon,  where  all 
tilings  necessary  for  the  artny  were  found  in 
great  plenty.  But  the  seu>ou  being  far  ad- 
vanced, a council  was  held  about  taking  win- 
ter quarters,  where  it  tvns  agreed  to  be  by  no 
means  sjfe  to  can. on  on  that  side  the  Tagus, 
for  fear  of  losing  all  communication  with  the  sea; 
l>esidt*$,  the  country  was  so  open,  the  troops 
could  not  he  divided  without  danger. 

44  For  these  reasons,  alter  having  stayed  at 
Chin  cun  about  three  weeks,  though  the  army 
had  forage  and  provisions  for  as  many  more, 
it  was  agreed  forthwith  to  cross  the  Tagus,  lest 
the  approaching  rains  should  render  the  lords 
impracticable;  nor  was  there  a possibility  of 
ta^iug  winter  quarters  so  coinmodiously  os  in 
the  kingd  >rn  of  Valencia,  where  the  situation 
of  the  country  rendered  us  secure  against  any 
at ics » i pis  from  a superior  army. — This  resolu- 
tion was  put  in  practice,  and  we  made  our  re- 
treat in  good  order,  notwithstanding  all  tiie  in- 
terruption the  enemy  were  able  to  give  us,  aud 
were  obliged  at  Y n iesta  fc»  cross  the  river  in 
sight  of  nil  i heir  cavatiy. — Whilst  the  army  was 
iu  quarters,  my  lord  Peterborough  came  back 
from  Italy  ; and  whereas  it  has  been  suggested, 
that  his  lordship  did  demand  from  tne  5,000 
nicn,  fur  some  expedition  on  the  side  of  Cata- 
lonia., which  were  refused  ; 1 must  declare  I do 
not  remember  that  the  earl  ever  applied  him- 
self to  me,  in  particular,  upon  that  subject; 
if  he  had,  the  answer  must  naturally  have  been,  ; 
that  the  matter  depended  not  upon  me  to  grant, 
4>r  refuse,  but  upon  the  king  of  Spain,  under 
whose  command  1 was. 

14  But  I do  remember  the  earl  proposed  this 
at  some  general  council,  or  council  of  war, 
held  in  the  king's  presence,  about  the  operations 
of  tlie  ensuing  campaign,  and  joined  with,  those 
that  were  of  opinion,  that  it  was  by  no  means 
eonceiucnt  to  divide  the  troops,  ns  may  appear 
l»y  a copy  of  that  opinion  signed  by  my  lord 
Tyrswlej,  and  by  me,  bearing  date  the  loth 
day  of  January,  1706-7.  But  I must  beg  leave 
to  observe,  that  was  not  the  dechive  council  for 
the  operations  of  the  campaign,  for  many,  sub- 
sequent councils  were  held  m the  king’s  pre- 
sence, more  important  than  this  ; and  though 
in  them  there  might  have  been  some  variety 
of  opinions  as  to  the  manner,  yet  almost  all  the 
generals  and  ministers,  that  assisted  at  those 
councils,  agreed  perfectly  in  the  substance, 
which  was,  That  we  should  join  aur  troops  and 
march  to  Madrid  : Some  indeed,  were  for  pass- 
iug  through  the  plums  of  the  Munch*,  and 
VOL.  VI, 
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crossing  the  Tagus  ; but  this  opinion  was  over- 
ruled, because  of  the  hazard  in  passiug  the 
river  if  the  enemy  opposed  us,  and  of  the  scar- 
city of  provision*  in  the  Mancha,  which  bad 
been  exhausted  by  the  enemy '&  winter  quarters ; 
for  which  reasons  it  was,  after  tnauy  debates, 
agreed,  That  we  should  take  the  way  of  Valen- 
cia and  Arragon,  passing  the  Tagus  at  its  head, 
to  avoid  all  opposition.  But  lest  the  kingdom 
ol  Valencia  might,  by  this  means,  be  any  ways 
exposed,  it  was  likewise  resolved,  before  ws 
should  begin  our  march,  to  destroy  all  the  ene- 
mies magazines  of  provisions  and  forage,  in  ill# 
country  bordering  upon  the  frontier  of  Valen- 
cia, to  prevent  them  from  making  incur-* . ns  : 
•And  I do  take  upon  me  to  user,  that  nothing 
was  ever  transacted  during  the  time  i had  tho 
honour  to  command  the  queen’s  troops,  con- 
trary to  the  positive  resolution  of  any  general 
council,  or  couucil  cf  war,  unless  that  resolu- 
tion wus  afterwards  repealed  by  some  subse- 
quent council.— -So  sensible  was  every  one  of 
, our  being  already  too  weak,  it  was  resolved  to 
desire  my  lord  Rivers,  who  wus  lately  arrived  at 
Lisbon,  would  join  us  with  the  troops  that  came 
under  bis  command  from  Knglaud,  which  Las 
lordship  did,  not  long  after. 

44  For  the  better  execution  of  what  bad  been 
resolved  for  our  march  through  Valencia  and 
Arragon,  proper  commissaries  and  officers  were 
dispatched  to  provide  bread  and  forage  suffi- 
cient for  the  troops,  in  all  places  where  it  wu 
designed  the  army  should  puss.  1 went  with 
the  marquis  das  Minas  to  the  frontiers,  toward* 
the  latter  end  of  March,  and  we  took  the  field 
the  beginning  of  April  : We  ruined  part  of  the 
country  bordering  upon  the  frontiers  of  Valen- 
cia, before  the  enemy  could  join  their  trnops, 
particular  Yecla,  where  they  had  their  largest 
magazines  ; and  judging  it  necessary  to  take  in 
the  castle  of  Valencia,  to  prevent  their  urrny 
from  being  masters  of  one  of  the  most  con- 
siderable inlets  into  the  kingdom  of  Valencia, 
set  down  before  that  place;  but  it  proved 
stronger  titan  was  expected,  and  after  we  had 
spent  some  days  there,  we  had  notice  the  ene- 
my had  assembled  their  troops  at  Almanza. 

44  Upon  this  advice,  a Council  of  War  was 
held,  where  it  was  unanimously  resolved  to 
fight  the  enemy,  which  we  were  the  rather 
, induced  to,  because  it  was  judged  impossible  to 
[subsist  upon  the  defensive  in  tlie  kingdom  of] 
j Valencia  ; for  the  country  had  been  already  so 
j much  exhausted  by  our  winter  quarters,  that 
! there  was  not  two  days  provision  to  be  found 
, for  the  army,  and  we  could  not  have  been  ablo 
to  have  subsisted  there  so  long  as  we  did,  tut 
for  the  supply  we  found  in  tho  enemy's  rooga-  ~ 
vines  ut  Yecla ; Nor  did  w e think  it  proper  to 
pursue  the  once  intended  march  through  that 
J kingdom  and  Arragon,  lest  provisions  should  be 
j wanting,  leaving  the  enemy  so  near,  and  in  a 
i condition  to  follow  us;  for  though  cotnuiiss*- 
I ries  had  been  employed,  there  was  reason  to 
apprehend,  the  towns  we  were  to  pass  through 
J would  shut  their  gates  against  us,  whilst  we 
i were  closely  followed  by  the  tuciuy,  and  pet- 
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secuted  by  the  peasants  of  the  country,  who,  ! 
grown  desperate  by  seeing  themselves  a bun-  1 
cloned,  would  naturally  he  up  in  arms  in  the 
mountains.  Besides,  we  had  certain  advice 
that  there  was  already  a body  of  French  troops, 
consisting  of  8,000  men,  in  Spain,  nnd  upon 
their  march  to  reinforce  the  enemy.  Thus,  as 
the  army  must  inevitably  have  perished,  with- 
out fighting,  it  was  thought  reasonable  to  run 
the  hazard  of  a battle,  wherein  we  had  an 
equal  chance  to  come  olf  victors ; which  was 
accordingly  Hone  two  days  after,  on  the  25th  of 
April,  1707,  N.  S.  hut  with  ill  success 

u The  cavalry  of  the  allies,  with  some  small 
part  of  the  foot  that  had  escaped  the  ill  fate  of 
the  day,  joined  again  at  Alciro,  from  whence' 
they  retired  to  Tortosa  ; and,  finding  the  enemy 
had  crossed  the  Ebro,  endeavoured,  by  oppos- 
ing their  passage  over  the  Chinca,  to  amuse 
them  till  the  latter  end  of  the  campaign. 
.Mean  time,  with  great  expedition,  I gathered 
the  broken  remains  of  the  foot,  (out  of  which 
I formed  5 battalions,  and  raised  four  more  of 
Catalans,  with  which  we  made  a stand  against 
a victorious  enemy,  and  preserved  the  princi- 
pality of  Catalonia  entire,  excepting  Leiida. 
After  the  taking  of  which  place,  the  enemy 
thought  fit  to  retire  to  winter  quarters,  and  we 
did  the  same. 

“ In  February  following  the  marquis  das 
Minas,  with  most  of  the  Portuguese  generals, 
embarked  for  Lisbon  ; and  having  the  queen’s 
leave  to  do  so  too,  I visited  the  several  quar- 
ters where  the  troops  in  her  majesty’s  pay,  were 
lodged  ; and,  having  left  the  necessary  orders 
with  major  generals  Carpenter  and  Wills,  for 
their  government  in  my  absence,  look  the  same 
opportunity  of  goin^  thither. — Upon  my  arri- 
val in  Portugal,  l found  the  queen’s  orders 
there,  to  take  upon  me  the  characters  of  am- 
bassador extraordinary,  plenipotentiary,  and 
general  of  her  forces ; w hich  charges  I ac- 
cepted in  obedience  to  her  majesty  ; though  I 
bad  nothing  so  much  at  heart,  as  the  pleasure 
of  returning  to  that  retirement,  from  whence 
only  the  queen's  positive  command  could  have 
drawn  me.” 

The  Five  Questions  put  to  the  Earl  of  Peter- 
borough, and  his  Lordship’s  Answers. 

After  the  reading  of  this  Paper,  the  earl  of 
Rochester  moved,  That  the  lord  Galway  should 
be  asked,  whether  he  had  any  thing  to  add  to 
it  ? Whereupon  the  earl  of  Godolphin  said, 
That  the  earl  of  Peterborough’s  Narrative 
ought  to  be  read  before  hand,  in  his  presence. 
The  earl  of  Galway  and  the  lord  Tyrawly  being 
called  in,  the  clerk  read  the  five  Questions  that 
were  put  the  Friday  before  to  the  earl  c*." 
Peterborough,  with  his  lordship's  Answers  sepa- 
rately. 

First  Question. 

“ That  the  earl  of  Peterborough  be  desired 
to  acquaint  the  Committee  how  he  was  sup- 
ported with  men  and  money,  during  the  time 
he  commanded  in  Spain,  and  what  applica- 
tions he  made  for  cither,  and  to  whom  ? 
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Answer. 

lt  To  the  first  Question  he  was  pleased  t* 
answer,  That  the  management  of  the  war  in 
Spain,  when  under  the  conduct  of  ether  gene- 
rals, was  not  only  supported  by  great  numbers 
of  men,  and  vast  sums  of  money,  but  nls»»  with 
notorious  falslioods,  published  m their  favour, 
to  excuse  their  repeated  disgraces;-  whereat  hit 
lordship  was  not  supported  as  the  service  re- 
quired with  either  men  or  money;  but  had  ha 
conduct  traduced,  notwithstanding  his  constant 
successes,  by  multitudes  of  representations  and 
suggestions  to  his  prejudice;  all  of  them  de- 
tected to  be  false,  before  your  lordships,  on  the 
evidence  lying  before  the  House,  or  in  his  banns 
to  prove  them  so,  whenever  his  lordship  should 
be  allowed  the  bpportunity. — That  he  had  no 
reinforcements  of  men  till  three  or  four  days 
before  the  French  raised  the  siege  of  Barce- 
lona; that  Mr.  Stanhope,  who  eruue  wnb 
those  forces,  in  his  letter  represents  them,  at 
far  short,  in  his  opinion,  of  what  the  occasion 
required  ; anil  that  he  received  no  money  from 
England,  till  his  coming  back  to  Valencia,  after 
that  siege,  nnd  that  little  sum  w as  out  of  bn 
lordship’s  power  to  make  use  of,  the  pay-master 
for  above  a month  disputing  to  issue  it,  by  bis 
lordship’s  orders,  it  appears  by  proofs  upon 
oath  in  this  House. — That  the  troops  he  brought 
there  did  not  amount  to  5,000,  though  pub- 
lished in  the  English  Gazette  to  amount  ts 
25,000. — That  no  one  regiment  was  provided 
with  the  least  equipage;  no  mule,  nor  hone; 
no  carriage  for  the  troops,  nor  any  beast  of 
draught  fur  the  artillery ; no  magazines  for 
provisions  for  a march.  His  lordship  having 
taken  and  relieved  Barcelona,  drove  7,000  rcea 
with  3,000,  out  of  Valencia,  and  25,000  men 
out  of  Spain  with  the  inconsiderable  forex?*  he 
had,  before  he  received  one  penuy  from  Eng- 
land. llis  lordship  said  farther,  he  re*cr  hsd 
any  establishment  ordered,  nor  was  allowed  for 
baggage-money,  forage-money,  or  the  train  of 
artillery,  till  just  about  the  time  when  the 
command  of  the  forces  was  put  into  other 
hands.  His  lordship  was  pleased  to  say,  be 
was  forced  to  shift  as  well  as  he  could  with 
what  money  he  had  of  his  own,  aud  could  pick 
up  and  down  the  world,  and  was  rewardea  for 
bis  pains  and  services,  with  having  his  bills  pro- 
tested, which  he  drew  from  Genoa, Jor  monies 
put  on  board  her  majesty’s  ships ; for  which 
her  captains  were  accountable  to  the  pay- 
master, and  put  out  of  the  earl’s  power.  That 
the  troops  received  the  full  sum  withont  any 
discount,  though  it  was  made  use  of  by  a Se- 
cretary of  State,  as  one  motive  for  recalling 
his  lordship,  that  be  had  drawn  the  bills  at  '2'< 
per  cent,  discount.  The  earl  further  took  no- 
tice, that,  though  he  wanted  money,  and  ail 
necessaries  whai soever,  it  was  objected  to  him, 
that  he  did  not  immediately  put  the  troops  in 
such  a condition  into  the  field,  which  was  ut- 
terly impossible,  for  the  aforesaid  reasons;  and 
his  lordship  afiiimed,  that  a merchant  bad 
stopped,  and  yet  retained  1,400L  of  his  IokL- 
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ship’s  money  in  his  hands,  for  the  damages 
he  pretended  to  have  received  by  the  protest- 
ing the  bills,  which  the  earl  of  Peterborough 
had  drawn  in  his  favour.  His  lordship  further 
observed,  that  some  lords  had  seemed  unsatis- 
fied upon  this  head,  though,  notwithstanding  nil 
all  those  difficulties,  it  appeared  by  the  oaths 
of  all  the  officers  examined  in  the  House,  that 
the  troops  sent  to  the  siege  of  Requena  went 
without  baggage,  which  place  was  to  be  taken 
to  make  the  entrance  mro  Castile  possible ; 
and  that  all  the  regiments  began  their  march, 
trehnent  by  regiment,  the  moment  they  had 
their  mules  delivered  to  them  for  the  equipage. 
His  lordship  concluded  this  head  with  observ- 
ing what  untrue  representations  were  made  in 
favour  of  others,  when,  to  excuse  the  fetal 
battle  of  Almanza,  a king  was  to  be  used  at 
that  rate,  as  to  have  it  in  an  account  printed 
by  authority,  declared.  That  he  took  numbers 
emounting  to  4 or  5,000  men,  from  a battle  to 
be  fought  for  his  crown  ; the  very  reeimenis  of 
itone  and  foot  being  mentioned  by  name ; 
whereas  it  is  notoriously  known  to  the  whole 
world,  that  he  took  only  about  two  hundred 
miserable  Spanish  dragoons ; and  that  of  the 
regiments  mentioned  to  he  taken  away  from 
the  English  general  in  Valencia,  some  of  them 
were  never  in  being;  others  were  regiments  of 
trained-bands  in  Barcelona,  and  none  of  them 
within  250  miles  of  the  place. 

Second  Question. 

“ That  the  earl  of  Peterborough  may  ac- 
quaint the  House  of  what  he  knows  of  the  earl 
of  Gnlway’s  proceedings  during  his  stay  with 
the  army  at  Madrid,  his  march  to  Guadn- 
laxara,  and  bis  retreat  to  Valencia*  and  if  he 
knows  any  thing  of  the  opposition  made  by  the 
king  of  Spain,  the  count  do  Noyelles,  and  the 
Spanish  ministers  and  generals,  to  those  mea- 
sures? 

Answer. 

H To  the  second  Question  the  earl  ivas  pleas- 
ed to  answer,  That  from  the  time  the  earl  of 
Galway  came  first  into  Spain  as  far  as  A Imams, 
and  thence  returned  back  into  Portugal,  the 
carl  of  Peterborough  had  no  advices  from  the 
carl  of  Galway,  no  account  of  the  motives  of 
tbit  retreat,  nor  any  hopes  given  him  of  the 
return  of  the  Portuguese  into  Spain.  That, 
after  the  raising  file  siege  of  Barcelona,  and 
the  retreat  of  the  French  army  out  of  Cata- 
lonia, the  earl  of  Peterborough  received  no  letter 
or  message  from  the  earl  of  Galway,  after  his 
•ccoad  entrance  into  Spain ; nor  had  he  the 
least  notice  of  his  situation,  circumstances  or 
designs,  till  he  saw  his  troops  retreating  from 
tbe  enemy  to  take  the  strong  camp  of  Guada- 
laxara,  though  the  marches  of  the  king  from 
Arragon,  and  those  of  the  earl  of  Peterborough 
from  Valencia,  were  well  known  in  the  Portu- 
?»l  camp.  That  two  several  officers,  sent  by 
oiy  lord  Galway,  came  to  Valencia,  and  brought 
no  letters  to  the  earl  of  Peterborough,  one  of 
them  demanding  money  for  tbe  pursuit  of  his 
journey  .—That  as  to  the  persons  who  advised 
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the  king  to  go  by  the  way  of  Arragon,  and 
not  by  Valencia,  he  knows  no  further,  (being 
ar  tli.vt  time  absent  from  bin  majesty)  but  tbat 
having  extremely  opposed  it,  and  having  writ 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  at  his  first  coming  to 
Valencia,  against  if,  lie  received  an  answer  to 
this  purpose,  That  he  hoped  the  e»rl  of  Peter- 
borough would  bear  the  mortification  nml  dis- 
appointment with  path  nee,  since  the  king  was 
so  resolved ; and  a messenger  by  the  appoint- 
ed token,  known  to  be  sent  by  tbe  lord  Gal- 
way, had  given  notice,  that  the  said  tar]  ej- 
ected the  king  by  the  way  of  Arragon,  and 
ad  given  to  understand  how  every  thing  was 
prepared  for  his  reception  that  way. 

Third  Question. 

u That  theenrl  of  Peterborough  acquaint  the 
House,  what  advice  his  lordship  received  from 
the  earl  of  Galway  at  Madrid,  in  order  to  con- 
cert any  public  measures,  and  what  his  lord- 
ship  knows  of  the  reasons  that  induced  tlie  king 
of  Spain  to  go  by  Atrygun  towards  Madrid,  and 
not  by  Valencia  ? # 

Answer.' 

“To  the  third  Question  the  earl  is  pleased  to 
answer,  That  the  earl  of  Galway  continued 
about  40  days  at  Madrid,  without  makiug  any 
endeavours  to  augment  his  troops,  or  provide 
any  magazines  for  the  subsistnnee  of  his  army; 
that  meeting  the  enemy  unexpected,  and  re- 
treating to  the  camp  of  Guadaluxnra.  the  troops 
were  without  provisions,  and  in  the  greatest 
disorder;  that  the  measures  taken  in  that  re- 
treat, w lie  re  5,000  men  were  lost  without  a blow, 
and  the  whole  cavalry  ruined,  were  positively 
against  the  king's  opinion,  and  that  of  all  his 
officers  and  ministers:  that  the  carl  of  Peter- 
borough had  the  accounts  he  gives,  from  the 
king  of  Spain's  own  mouth,  and  several  of  his 
generals;  and  it  will  particularly  appear  by 
letters  from  count  Noyelles,  veil  mareschal  of 
the  F.mpcror,  and  general  to  the  king  of  Spain, 
and  from  Mr.  Stanhope,  which  letters  the  earl 
is  ready  to  produce  : and  that  it  is  notorious  to 
the  whole  world,  that  if  the  earl  of  Galway  had 
pursued  the  enemy  ten  days  longer  towards  the 
Ebro,  all  the  horse  under  the  Mareschal  of 
Berwick  h;ul  deserted  to  king  Charles,  and  the 
French  could  never  have  returned  to  Spain. 

Fourth  Question. 

tl  If  his  lordship  pleases  to  give  an  account  of 
the  councils  of  war  in  Valencia,  uhout  r lie  15tb 
of  January,  1707,  upon  notice  of  the  earl  Rivers 
sailing  into  the  Streights,  and  upon  the  projects 
of  that  campaign,  and  what  number  the  king 
took  from  the  army,  and  an  account  of  his  ma- 
nifesto upon  so  doing  ? 

Answer. 

u To  the  fourth  Question  the  earl  is  pleased 
to  answer,  that  several  councils  of  war  were 
held  in  the  month  of  January,  at  Valencia 
(about  that  time  that  the  intelligence  was 
brought,  that  the  forces  under  tie  carl  Ri- 
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-vers  were  entered  into  the  Mediterranean)  in 
order  to  adjust  the  measures  for  the  ensuing 
campaign  ; that  the  matters  therein  debated, 
were  piiucipally,  whether  the  army  should 
inarch  towards  Madrid,  and  seek  the  enemy  ? 
In  the  debates,  the  carl  of  Peterborough  posi- 
tively affirms,  that  the  earl  of  Gulwav,  Mr. 
Stanhope,  and  the  lord  Tyrawley  supported  those 
measures,  with  the  Portuguese  general  ; and 
that  the  king,  the  count  de  Novel  Its,  the  Span- 
ish generals  and  ministers,  with  himself  argued 
strongly  against  those  measures,  .as  highly  dan- 
gerous and  impracticable,  and  this  in  repeated 
councils  of  war:  till  at  last  the  curl  of  Peter- 
borough, solicited  hy  the  king  of  Spain  to  re- 
new the  debate,  desired  the  ling,  that  all  called 
to  the  council  should  bring  their  opinion  in 
writing,  that  every  body’s  opinion  and  reasons  for 
that  opinion,  might  appear  and  be  known  to 
the  words,  which,  according  to  the  king’s  com* 
mauds,  were  put  in  writing  and  delivered  at  the 
council.  That  the  said  earl  sent  his  opinion 
home,  and  gave  the  Lord  Treason  ran  account 
of  the  controverted  points  in  that  Council  of 
War,  by  letters  about  that  time,  ami  after  the 
battle  of  Almanza,  from  Genoa;  which  lettcis, 
Attested  upon  oath  to  be  true  copies,  he  is 
ready  to  produce. — That  the  king’s  opinion, 
And  that  of  all  his  generals  and  ministers,  in 
concurrence  with  the  earlof  Peterborough,  were 
over-ruled  by  a minister  of  her  majesty,  assuring 
that  her  majesty  had  given  him  ordejg  (o  de- 
clare, in  her  name,  that  her  positive  orders 
were,  that  they  should  seek  the  enemy,  march 
to  Madrid,  and  not  divide  the  forces,  upon  anv 
occasion  whatsoever. — Thar,  in  a subsequent 
Council  of  \\  ar,  the  best  measures  were  con- 
certed for  the  putting  this  in  execution,  against 
which  the  king  and  so  many  generals  and  fo- 
reign ministers  had  declared  ; and  that  it  was 
unanimously  agreed,  the  army  should  march  hy 
the  head  of  the  Tagus  into  Arragon,  to  avoid 
the  enemy’s  horse  in  the  plains,  and  not  to  have 
that  river  to  pass  Lclbie  the  enemy. — Thar, 
notwithstanding  this,  the  earl  of  Galway  bi  ought 
the  army  into  the  plains  of  Valencia,  thediieot 
contrary  route  to  that  of  Arragon,  and  into  all 
those  dangers  which  he  was  to  avoid,  bv  march- 
ing by  the  bend  of  the  Tagus. — That,  by  letters 
from  inv  lord  Sunderland  to  Mr.  Stanhope  and 
lord  Galway  before  the  II  use,  it  appears,  that 
tbc*e  lords  and  persons  differed  in  opinion  from 
the  rest.  The  •object-matter  of  their  opinion 
being  inserted,  and  it  being  taken  notice  of  in 
•uch  letters  that  these  opinions  in  writing  were 
received,  and  agreeable  to  tliei^rd  Treasurer's 
thoughts ; and  Mr.  Stanhope  thanked  and  ap- 
proved, for  what  he  lmd  offered  in  the  queen’s 
name. — That  the  carl  of  Peterborough  was  the 
more  of  that  opinion,  because  the  dukcofSavoy 
•nd  prince  Eugene  had  declared  their  senti- 
ments for  a defensive  war  at  that  time  in  Spain, 
find  had  communicated  their  thoughts  to  Charles 
3,  upon  that  subject,  to  the  certain  knowledge 
ofthe  carl  of  Peterborough,  as  he  can  make  ap- 
pear hy  authentic  papers  from  the  king  of  Spain. 
That  the  earl  sent  a project  of  the  duke  of 


Savoy  and  prince  Eugene,  in  concert  with  h:ro- 
self,  to  the  queen,  which  her  majesty  had  her- 
self required,  in  which  the  said  sentiments 
might  appear,  if  the  earl  had  the  queen’s  leave 
to  produce  it. — That  he  went  into  Italy  hy  the 
queen’s  commands  and  solicitation*,  with  pow- 
ers and  authoi  dies  to  negociate  and  treat  w itb 
the  duke  of  Savoy,  though  it  is  true  fie 
found  fault  with  »o  doing,  as  if  he  had  not  tLe 
queen's  orders,  (which  yet  be  is  ready  to  pro- 
duce) and  was  recalled  upon  (hat  pretence; 
that  those  orders  were  communicated  .to  the 
king  of  Spain,  lord  Galway,  Mr.  Stanhope,  the 
generals  and  ministers  of  the  army,  when  it 
Guaduhtxara,and  he  was  by  them  unanimous!; 
solicited  to  go  for  Italy,  in  pursuance  ot  those 
orders,  and  this  agreed  to  in  a Cpuncil  of  War. 
—Tint  an  objection  raised,  that  he  went 
alone,  when  ordered  to  go  with  troops,  is  of  no 
weight,  since,  while  he  w hs  preparing  tuexecuie 
those  orders  according  to  that  letter,  a strong 
squadron  of  the  ships  were  commanded  an»ij 
to  the  West-Indie*,  under  admirals  appoints 
from  England,  and  the  particular  ships  mes- 
tioned  for  that  service.  That  those  orders 
were  founded  upon  the  supposition  that  Madnd 
mid  all  Spain  were  m the  hands  of  king  Churl* v; 
that  notwithstanding  the  total  alteration  ot  M* 
fairs,  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the  tail  of 
Peterborough  to  prevent  this  fatal  separxi^o 
of  the  fleet,  though  he  proposed,  and  solicited 
the  other  admirals  10  join  wiih  him  in  seitug 
aside  orders  so  prejudicial  10  the  public,  ki 
could  not  prevail ; when  vet  iht  y allowed  a 
made  the  fl<  et  useless  for  that  year  where  they 
were,  and  that  the  squadron  under  their  pre- 
cise ami  positive  orders,  could  be  of  no  srrrire 
in  the  West  Indies,  nor  even  to  go  out  there, 
to  pursue  the  gaJieon*,  had  they  any  intelligence 
of  them  — That  the  king  of  Spain,  count  No* 
yeiles,  Mr  Stanhope,  and  Zm/erling,  by  ib* 
king’s  order,  solicited  the  curl  of  Peterborough1! 
return  into  Spain,  and  he  was  ordered  t»f  Lb 
Catholic  majesty  to  solicit,  in  the  most  pressing 
manner,  that  the  eatl  of  Galway  might  be  re- 
called, and  the  Portuguese  troops  removed; 
that,  accordingly,  when  he  had  sent  th«  pro- 
ject upon  Toulon,  nnd  against  France,  to  tbe 
Secretary  of  State,  he  returned,  nnd  n?si.*tedit 
the  seveial  councils,  which  are  now  enquired 
into,  nnd  of  which  he  has  given  a full  and  true 
account ; and  that  he  was  the  more  possiog 
nnd  endeavouring  to  prevent  the  r.»sh  measure* 
which  brought  on  the  battle  of  A liuann,  be- 
cause the  defensive  in  Spain,  was  agieed  uq 
hy  the  duke  of  Savoy,  and  prince  Eugene,  ia 
order  to  the  design  piojected  against  Toulon; 
which  design  against  Toulon  was  wholly  al- 
tered, and  made  so  impracticable,  that  tbe 
duke  of  Savoy,  in  the  most  public  and  sokma 
manner,  declared  his  unwillingness  to  engafi* 
in  it — That  then  in  those  councils,  ahead* 
earl  Rivers  was  arrived,  and  landed  at  Aiictnt, 
further  debates  arose  what  advices  should  b< 
given  him,  and  what  proposed  to  him  to.ett* 
cute  with  his  troops  : the  project  approved, 
and  offered  by  my  lord  Galway  and  Mr« 
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hope,  was  (to  the  best  of  his  remembrance)  that 
the  troops  should  advance  to  some  little  town 
near  the  enemy,  with  assurance  given  iny  lord 
liners,  that,  in  some  few  days,  he  should  be 
sustained  with  a considerable  body  of  horse, 
and  some  loot : that  in  this  particular  he  refers 
himself  to  the  earl  Rivers,  not  having  so  perfect 
remembrance  of  it  as  the  rest,  but  that  he  p*r- 
fectly  remembers  that  he  opposed,  with  the 
utmost  warmth,  that  any  proposition  should  be 
made  to  the  earl  Rivers,  it  being  certain  (how- 
ever dangerous  and  improper  it  was)  that  should 
such  measures  be  pursued,  that  carl,  being 
wholly  ignorant  of  the  situation  of  affairs, 
would  not  object  against  marching  towards  the 
enemy. — lie  perfectly  remembers,  that,  at 
these  councils,  there  was  no  account  given, 
that  could  be  depended  upon,  of  the  enemy’s 
force*,  who,  at^imi  time,  were  known  to  have 
a tody  of  nehr  10,000  horse,  Mild  might  soon 
be  drawn  together  from  their  quarters;  he 
Luew  that  tluse  troops  could  do  no  service, 
hot  must  remain  fatigued  and  exposed,  without 
the  forces  promised  in  a few  days  to  support 
them,  which  he  was  certain  could  not  join 
them  in  a month,  and  thought  himself  obliged 
to  give  my  lord  Rivers  and  brigadier  Gorges 
this  account,  that  the  earl  Rivers  might  take 
the  utmost  cautious,  and  be  upon  his  guard. — 
That  according  to  the  account  he  gave,  the  earl 
Rii'eV#  fo  c<  s were  fatigued  and  exposed,  f«»r 
near  a month,  without  any  reinforcement  from 
the  earl  of  Galway  ; and,  at  last,  orders  were 
senttomake  *\  retreat,  which  could  not  be  exe- 
cuted without  great  hazard  to  the  troops. — 
That  upon  the  earl  Rivers’s  arrival  .it  Valencia, 
after  such  u«nge  to  himself  and  her  majesty’s 
troops,  the  earl  of  Peterborough  met  him  just 
going  to  tin*  king,  and  told  him,  whv  he  w»*s  so 
polite  in  the  information  given  him,  that  lie 
sb-.uld  not  be  joined  by  any  troops  in  u month’s 
time;  which  wa«,  because  he  knew'  that  ihe 
new  commissaries  they  had  chosen  for  furnish- 
ing bread  and  other  provisions  for  the  troop*, 
at  ii  higher  rate  than  5 hey  were  furnished  before, 
were  not  engaged  hy  their  con: ract  to  deliver 
the  necessaries  for  their  troops  which  were  to 
join  the  earl  Rivers,  till  a mouth  after  the  time 
they  were  promised  it ; and  toe  * arl  of  Peter- 
borough then  desired  the  earl  Rivers  to  nsk  ihe 
*i,,g,  whether  this  mutter  of  fact  were  i»*>r  true? 

»,  as  he  believes,  might  tell  him  the  same 
thing. 

Fifth  Question.  * 

“ Want  the  motives  were  of  the  king  of 
Spain’s  leaving  the  ariov,  when  it  was  resolver! 
to  march  towards  Madr  d and  towards  the  ene* 
®oy ; anrl  whether  there  were  any  orders  pre- 
tended from  England  for  those  measures  ? 

A ntwer , 

u To  the  fifth  Question  the  Earl  is  pleased  to 
w**er,  That  the  king  of  Spain,  when  the 
hoops  were  marching  into  Murcia,  towards  the 
roeqiy,  assembled  a Council  to  no  other  pur- 
pose, hut  to  sentl,  by  the  hands  of  his  Secretary 
#1  Stale,  a protest,  with  his  reason#  why  he 
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would  not  march  with  the  army,  but  go  to  pro- 
tect his  subjects  in  Catalonia  ; the  contents  of 
which  protest,  the  Earl  very  well  remembers, 
having  hud  u copy  of  it,  by  the  king’s  order. 
And  that  he  had  in  strum*  nts  uuder  the  king’s 
hand  and  seal,  to  shew  how  he  was  over-ruled 
and  contradicted  in  the  matters  he  thought  fit 
to  propose  for  the  public  service.’' 

After  the  reading  the  earl  of  Peterborough*# 
Recapitulation,  the  earl  of  Abingdon,  cbai  man 
of  the  Commirtee,  asked  my  lord  Galway, 
Whether  be  had  any  thing  to  add  to  his  Paper; 
to  which  his  lordship  answered,  “ That  his  me- 
mory suggested  to  him  nothing  more  ut  that 
tune,  but  that,  if  the  House  were  pleased  to  al- 
low him  n copy  of  the  earl  of  1 Vft  rborough’s 
Paper,  he  might  make  some  fan  arks  upon  it:** 
Which  was  granted. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  asked  after- 
ward* the  lord  lyn«ley,  Whether  he  was  wil- 
ling to  communicate  to  the  Lord*,  what  he  knew 
concerning  the  Council  ol  War  laid  m Valen- 
cia, the  15th  of  January,  1707.  N.  S.'  To 
which  he  answered,  11  That  the  reason  why  he 
was  shy  of  sneaking  the  Friday  hef*rb,  %»*%,  be- 
cause he  thought  mmself  accuse d ; a id  as  his 
doubt  still  continued,  and  no  budy  is  obhged  to 
accuse  himself,  he  desired  to  kn-.w,  whether  he 
wvs  accused  or  no?  And  if  he  was,  lie  desired 
a Copy  of  the  Accusation,  that  he  might  put  in 
his  Answer.”  Hereupon 

The  Duke  of  Argyll  said,  “ That  the  lord 
Tyrawley ’s  questi  m *4*  improper;  that  he  was 
there  in  order  t > he  examined  by  the  Lords, 
and  that  be  ought  to  answer  to  such  questions, 
ns  should  be  put  to  him  by  the  Chairman.”— 
The  lord  Tyrjwhy  insisting,  that  if  be  were  ac- 
cused, he  ought  to  make  In*  defence  according 
to  the  forms  of  court*  of  judicature  ; the  lord 
Peterborough  said,  “ That  he  accused  nobody; 
that  t »e  lord  Tyrawley  »os  a gallant  man,  but 
that,  as  it  commonly  happens,  he  might  have 
hern  swayed  by  the  opinion  of  his  superiors  ;* 
whereupon  the  Chairmen  told  him,  he  was  not 
accused.  Notwithstanding  this,  the  bird  Hali- 
fax said,  4<  That  the  lord  l'yraw ley’s  question 
was  not  altogether  ill-grounded-  That  any 
thing  tbut  rend*  t*>  a censure,  may  be  looked 
upon  as  in  Accusation  : and  that  the  House  of 
Peers,  being  the  supreme  court  of  judicature, 
they  ought  to  observe  the  forms  of  justice,  as 
well  as  inferior  Courts.” 

A debate  being  li»e  to  ensue  thereupon,,  the 
duke  of  Buckingham  moved,  “ That  the  per- 
sons at  the  bar  might  withdraw  which  they 
did;  and  then  his  grace  complained  of  the  earl 
of  Abingdon's  saying  to  the  lord  Tyrawley,  he 
was  not  accused. 

The  Lord  Halifnr  said,  “ They  were  entered 
upon  a large  field  that  this  business  had  taken 
up  much  of  their  time  three  years  before,  to 
little  purpose  ; that  theCouncil  in  Valencia  was 
a point  of  no  weight  or  consideration  ; but 
that,  if  it  was  made  to  be  the  cause'  of  ill  mea- 
sures, the  lord  Tyrawley  was  involved  in  the 
same  Accusation  with  the  lord  Galway." 
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Tiie  EarJ  of  Abingdon  justified  what  lie  said, 
viz.  That  the  lord  Tyrawley  was  not  accused; 
urging,  it  was  impssible  he  should,  because  the 
House  of  Peers  only  judges,  but  never  accuses  : 
After  which, 

The  Duke  of  Argyll,  in  answer  to  the  lord 
HuM.iv,  said,  “ That  three  years  before,  they 
enquired  how  Spain  had  been  got,  but  now  they 
enquired  how  it  came  to  be  lost ; and  that  they 
were  only  enquiring,  and  not  accusing."  To 
this 

The  Duke  of  Marlborough  replied,  “ That 
he  could  not  perceive  the  tendency  of  such  an 
enquiry ; hut,  if  they  designed  to  censure 
persons,  who  had  acred  to  the  best  of  their  un- 
derstandings, they  would  have  no  body  to  serve 
them ; and  that  it  appeared  by  general  Stan- 
hope’s letter  to  Mr.  Secretary  Hedges,  that  the 
Council  held  in  Valencia  was  unanimous  in  lour 
points,  and  did  not  debate  the  fifth,  which  they 
left  to  be  determined  by  the  subsequent  Coun- 
cils of  War."  Hereupon  the  earl  of  Peter- 
borough desired,  that  Mr.  Stanhope’s  Letter 
might  be  read,  which  was  done  accordingly. 
It  bore  date  the  same  day  the  Council  was 
held  ; and  the  most  remarkable  passage  in  it, 
is,  “ That  he,  the  lord  Galway,  and  the  lord 
Tyrawley,  had  given  their  opinions  for  an  of- 
fensive war,  and  that  king  Charles’s  ministers 
and  the  earl  of  Peterborough  being  of  another 
opinion,  he  had  protested  against  it,  in  her  ma- 
jesty’s name ; saying,  “ That  the  queen  did  not 
spend  such  vast  sums,  and  send  such  numbers 
of  forces,  to  garrison  towns,  but  to  muke  king 
Charles  master  of  the  Spanish  Monarchy : Hut 
he  apprehended  he  had  committed  n fault,  in 
offering  to  protest  in  iier  majesty’s  name, 
against  the  opinion  of  a person  of  so  superior  a 
character  as  the  earl  of  Peterborough.”— After 
the  reading  of  this  Letter, 

The  Lord  North  and  Grey  said,  “ That  the 
lords  Galway  and  Tyrawley  having  been  pos- 
sessed  with  an  opinivrn  that  they  were  accused, 
they  ought  to  be  let  know  they  w ere  not.” 

The  Lord  Cowper  udderl,  “ That  they  ought 
to  declare  clearly  and  plainly,  whether  this  was 
an  Accusation,  or  no ; that  the  reputation  of 
men. of  honour  was  their  liberty  ana  property, 
that  consequently,  if  this  enquiry  tended  to 
censure  the  reputation  of  the  lords  Galway  and 
Tyrawley,  by  what  name  soever  it  might  be 
called,  it  was  an  Accusation  ; and  they  might 
ask  to  have  it  in  writing,  and  ought  to  be  allow- 
ed time  to  make  good  their  answers ; adding, 
he  did  not  speak  so  much  in  favour  of  those 
two  gentlemen,  as  for  the  hononr  of  that  illus- 
trious assembly.” — To  this 

The  Duke  of  Buckingham  replied,  " That 
the  lord  Tyrawley's  question  was  improper  : 
That,  if  all  who  arc  summoned  to  the  bar  of 
the  House,  in  order  to  be  examined,  should  nsk 
the  same  question,  they  could  never  proceed 
in  any  enquiry,  or  come  to  the  knowledge  of 
any  thing  : That  the  lord  Tyrawley  was  as 
cautious  and  reserved,  as  if  he  knew  be  was 
really  accused.  That  the  Friday  before,  he  re- 
membered nothing ; and  now  be  wanted  to 
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know,  whether  he  was  accused,  or  no  ? That 
the  lord  Galway  had  acted  (airly,  like  a man 
of  honour : That  the  lord  Tyrawley  ought  u> 
do  the  same  ; but  if  he  refused,  they  could  not 
force  him  to  it : That  the  reading  of  letters 
was  irregular,  before  they  had  examined  him  ; 
and  that  the  chairman  ought  to  nsk  hum, 
peremprorily,  whether  he  would  tell  the  Lords 
what  he  knew  about  the  Councils  held  at  Va- 
lencia.”— Hereupon 

The  Duke  of  Marlborough  moved,  That  tb* 
lords  Galway  and  Tyrawley,  might  be  told.  That 
they  were  not  accused,  and  that  the  council  1a 
Valencia  was  only  to  give  light  into  the  sub- 
sequent operations  of  tire  Campaign.  To  which 

The  Earl  of  llnchester  answered, That,  though 
it  bad  been  alledged,  that  reputation  was  as  dear 
to  them  as  liberty  ami  property,  yet  the  Lords 
ought  not  to  tie  their  bands,  by  telling  them 
whether  they  are  accused,  or  no;  and  therefore 
moved,  that  tire  chairman  should  ask  the  lord 
Tyrnwley  to  answer,  if  he  pleased.  The  lord 
Peterborough  said,  No  man  can  be  accrued 
fur  giving  his  opinion  in  a council  ofwar. 

After  which,  the  lord  Galway  and  Tyrawley 
being  called  in  again,  the  earl  of  Abingdon  told 
the  latter,  That  the  Lords  desired  to  be  informed 
of  what  he  knew  about  tire  council  of  war  which 
was  held  in  Valencia.  Thereupon  tire  lord 
Tyrawley  said,  Tbat  being  apprehensive  lie 
might  be  accused,  he  thought  he  ought  to  be 
upon  his  guard,  but  ns  he  hoped  that  iilustrioas 
assembly  w ould  not  tale  advantage  of  any  tiling 
lie  might  say,  he  would  frankly  acquaint  them 
with  ail  he  knew  about  the  Council  ofWaf 
That  it  is  a hard  matter  to  charge  one’s  memory 
with  things  so  far  distant ; but  that  he  remem- 
bered, in  general,  that  several  schemes  were 
proposed  for  the  operations  of  the  ensuing  cam- 
paign : That  an  offensive  war  was  resolved 
upon  by  a majority  of  voices : That  besides 
the  lord  Galway,  Mr.  Stanhope,  and  himsr  l". 
all  the  Portuguese,  viz.  the  marquis  das  Mi- 
nos, count  d'Oroptza,  the  conde  de  Corsana, 
and  the  Portuguese  ambassador,  were  of  that 
opinion : That  the  operations  of  the  campaign 
were  left  to  the  determination  of  subsequent 
councils ; That  as  to  the  battle  of  Almanza, 
it  was  unanimously  resolved  upon,  not  one  ge- 
neral opposing  it ; and  that  .Monsieur  Freish- 
man,  who  commanded  the  Dutch,  and  wrs, 
very  jealous  of  any  thing  that  regarded  the  ser- 
vice of  his  masters,  did  not  speak  one  word 
against  it. 

The  earl  of  Nottingham  having  interrupted 
the  lord  Tyrawley,  telling  him,  He  was  not  ex- 
amined about  tbe  battle  of  Almanza ; The 
duke  of  Buckingham  said,  No  lord  ought  ts 
speak  to  the  lord  Tyrawley  but  the  chairman. 
And  the  lord  Halifax  added.  “ Tbat  what  be 
had  said  was  very  proper,  the  battle  of  Al- 
manza being  a consequence,  of  the  Council  of 
War  held  at  Valencia.”  On  the  other  hand  the 
earl  of  Peterborough  saying,  “ That  what  the 
lord  Tyrawley  had  said  w as  to  no  purpose.* 
The  duke  of  Marlborough  saying  11  He  bad 
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answered  fully  to  the  question  that  was  put  to 

him.” 

The  earl  of  Goriolphin  haring  desired  that 
the  lord  Tyrawley  wight  go  on,  he  was  called 
in  again ; and  the  chairman  telling  him  he 
might  proceed,  he  answered,  u He  had  no  more 
10  wy.*  However  the  lord  Cowper  dt  siring  he 
should  be  a&ed,  Whether  the  march  to  Madrid 
was  agreed  m that  Council  of  War?  And  the 
earl  or  Poulett,  Whether  i:i  the  lame  Council,  i 
»o  oilensire  star  was  resolved  upon  ? The  chair- 
man put  those  two  questions  to  my  lord  l'y-  | 
rawley,  who  answered  us  before;  “ That  it  was 
resolved  to  inarch  to  Madrid,  but  that  the  fur- 
ther operations  of  the  campaign  were  reserved 
to  the  determination  of  subsequent  councils, 
af.er  they  had  beaten  the  enemy.”  The  earl 
of  Peterborough  desiring  to  know  by  whom 
those  resolutions  were  taken,  the  lord  Tyraw- 
ky  answered  “ By  the  majority  of  several  Coun- 
cils of  W nr,  w hich  were  held  twice  a week ; 
sod  that,  as  far  as  he  could  remember,  the  king 
did  not  declare  his  opinion." 

The  earl  of  Peterborough  h ivlng  afterwards 
tailed  leave  to  nsk  the  earl  of  Galway  a ques- 
tion, about  his  negotiations  m Italy;  the  lord 
Poulett  said,  no  questions  were  then  to  he  put 
bat  in  relation  to  the  Council  of  War  held  in  Va- 
lencia. The  earl  of  Abingdon  having  told  the 
lords  Galway  andTyrawley  that  they  might  with  - 
d.-air,  they  withdrew  accordingly ; alter  which 
the  lord  Cowper  said.  “ That  all  he  could  col- 
lect from  the  lord  Tyrnwley’s  examination, 
“as, That  the  same  persons  who  were  for  an  of- 
fensive war,  in  the  Council  held  ut  Valencia, 
“ere  very  unanimous  in  the  subsequent  Coun- 
cils, and  concurred  in  the  execution  of  tire  ope- 
rations agreed  on.” 

After  this  the  chairman  ordered  the  clerk  to 
read  several  Papers  that  lay  upon  the  table, 
parucolarly  the  following  Letter  from  Mr.  Stan- 
hope to  Mr.  Secretary  Hedges ; 

“ Sir;  Valencia,  Jan.  15,  N.  S.  1707. 

“ Since  my  last,  of  tire  25th  of  December,  we 
have  received  the  ill  news  of  the  king  of  Portu- 
gal's death,  and  the  loss  of  Alcantara.  The 
same  ships  brought  us  letters  from  mv  lord  Ri- 
vers and  sir  Cloudesly  Shovel,  acquainting  us, 
they  had  taken  the  resolution  of  bringing  the 
land  forces  to  this  kingdom.  Upon  these  ad- 
vices, and  the  arrival  of  the  earl  of  Peterbo- 
rough from  Italy,  several  conferences  have  been 
held  on  the  operations  of  the  new  campaign. 
Inclosed  I send  you  the  Opinions  given  by  my 
lord  Galway,  sir  Charles  Ilara,  and  myself,  in 
writing,  as  the  king  had  desired.  What  is  men- 
tioned therein  of  taking  Orignela  and  Murcia, 
*t  soon  as  the  forces  shall  land,  is  agreed  una- 
nimously ; ns  likewise  to  solicit  either  succours, 
or  a powerful  diversion  from  Italy ; and  also  to 
engage,  if  possible,  a squadron  to  stay  in  these 
was.  I am  sorry  it  is  doubtful  whether  this 
latter  can  be  compassed,  sir  Cloudesly  Shovel 
Laving  writ  word,  that  the  ships  will  return 
*oou  after  the  landing  of  the  troops ; and  if  the 
•“OMurs  the  French  give  out  they  are  to  have, 
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(of  which  my  lord  Peterborough  will  inform 
you  more  particularly)  nre  really  marching,  a 
squadron  would  Le  necessary  to  hinder  them 
from  hurting  us  in  Catalonia;  which  would 
otherwise  require  more. troops  for  the  defence 
of  it  than  wc  can  spare,  and  le  ave  ourselves  a 
sufficient  force  to  go  to  Madrid.  The  main 
part  of  our  votes,  which  relate  to  the  design  of 
the  campaign,  is  not  yet  determined,  there  be- 
ing many  opinions,  that  we  should  not  think  of 
Madrid,  but  act  defensively,  and  in  several  bo- 
dies. 1 have  in  most  of  my  letters,  since  I 
came  hither,  either  to  my  Lord  Treasurer,  or 
you,  expressed  my  apprehension  this  would’  be 
aimed  at ; and  therefore  hope  we  shall  soon  be 
informed  from  you  of  her  majesty's  pleasure  in 
this  particular.  I have,  perhaps,  been  guilty  of 
a fault  in  supporting  my  opinion,  which  is  the 
same  with  my  lord  Galway’s,  too  warmly  at 
some  of  these  conferences,  having  said,  that  her 
majesty  did  not  spend  such  vast  sums,  and  send 
such  numbers  of  forces  to  garrison  towns  in 
Catalonia  and  Valencia,  but  to  make  king 
Charles  master  of  the  Spanish  monarchy ; and 
if  it  was  insisted  upon,  to  divide  the  forces,  and 
pm  ourselves  on  the  defensive,  I should,  in  her 
majesty's  name,  protest  against  such  measure*. 
The  fault  I apprehend  nryself  to  have  commit- 
ted, was  using  the  expression  of  protesting  in 
her  majesty's  name,  in  presence  of  my  lord  Pe- 
terborough, who  has  characters  from  her  ma- 
jesty so  much  superior  to  mine,  nnd  from  wliom 
it  was  my  fortune  to  differ  in  opinion,  on  this 
occasion.  Ilis  lordship  will  have  communicated 
to  yon,  the  projects  he  has  concerted  with  the 
duke  of  Savoy  nnd  prince  Eugene,  for  the  exe- 
cution of  which  a strong  squadron  is  necessary. 
If  the  assistance  of  our  fleet  can  engage  those 
princes  to  march  by  land  to  Toulon,  it  may, 
on  that  condition,  be  worth  our  while  to  spare 
some  foot  from  hence,  for  the  execution  of  such 
n design,  as  destroying  their  naval  strength, 
though  we  should  be  reduced  to  act  defensively 
here ; for,  let  us  take  never  so  good  resolutions, 
I cannot  help  repeating  my  apprehensions  to 
you,  that  wc  shall  do  no  great  matters  while 
we  have  so  many  generals  so  little  disposed  to 
ugree.  Experience  has  so  fully  convinced  me 
of  my  disability  to  procure  that  good  under- 
standing amonpt  ourselves,  which  is  necessary 
for  the  queen's  service,  that  I do,  with  the 
greatest  earnestness,  renew  iny  application  to 
you,  that  I may  be  recalled  from  a station,  in 
which  I am  perfectly  useless  to  her  majesty,  and 
am  mining  myself,  being  forced  to  live  at  much 
larger  expence  than  my  allowance  will  bear. 
Your  favour  in  this  matter  will  be  most  thank- 
fully acknowledged  by  him,  who  is,  with  the 
greatest  respect,  Your,  &c. 

“ James  Stanhope.” 
Then  the  clerk  read  also  a letter  from  *ir 
Charles  Ham,  (now  lord  Tyrawley)  to  Mr.  Se- 
cretary Hedges,  of  the  same  date,  viz.  January 
15,  1706-7.  The  title  of  a letter  from  the  earl 
of  Sunderland,  to  general  Stanhope,  was  also 
read ; but  his  lordship  not  being  then  in  the 
House,  the  reading  of  that  letter  was  postponed, 
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and  the  Opinion  which  Mr.  Stanhope  gave,  in 
French,  in  the  Council  of  War  held  in  Valencia 
for  an  offensive  war. 

Next  to  tins  the  Clerk  read  the  Opinion 
which  the  earl  of  Ptleiborough  delivered  in 
writing  at  the  said  Council,  being  as  follows: 

u An  offensive  war  is  of  shew,  and  reputa- 
tion to  the  generals  and  troops,  hut  the  defen- 
sive is  often  of  most  utility  to  the  public. — Our 
circumstances  require  vigorous  efforts  in  Italy 
or  Spain.  In  the  last,  the  defensive  secures 
us  the  crown  of  Arragon,  but  the  troops  in 
Italy  can  only  give  the  mortal  blow,  that  *s, 
enter  France.  Neither  can  it  be  doubted,  if 
the  French  desist  from  their  hopes  in  Italy,  hut 
that  the  great  force  in  that  country  will  be 
usefully  employed  by  the  duke  of  Savoy  and 
prince  Fugene. — No  positive  opinions  can  be 
iven,  without  knowing  the  condition  of  the 
eet.  Without  the  assistance  of  the  sea,  the 
best  dispositions  in  Italy  are  useless.  If  that 
were  wanting,  all  must  be  hazarded  in  Spain, 
the  war  there  being  of  an  inconceivable  ex- 
petice  to  the  allies,  but  the  difficulties  of  sub- 
sisting armies  in  Castile  are  sufficiently  appa- 
rent by  the  last  campaign  : and  the  dangers  are 
evident  of  putting  the  whole  upon  the  risque  of 
passing  to  Madrid,  before  an  army  so  superior 

in  cavalry. The  Tagus  must  likewise  he 

passed  before  the  enemy,  (if  marching  hy  Mur- 
cia) without  pontoons,  or  the  necessary  prepa- 
rations for  such  an  attempt.  The  precipices  of 
that  river  are  natural  fortifications ; if  there  are 
plains  near  Araujoes,  it  is  almost  equally  im- 

fiossible  to  pass  them  before  an  army  in  battu- 
ia,  without  a great  superiority  in  artillery  ; 
and  nothing  is  more  easy  to  a body  of  horse  so 
numerous,  than  to  cut  off  the  necessary  provi- 
sions, iu  a country  where  they  are  so  scarce. — 
If  the  troops  advance  into  Castile,  towards 
Madrid,  without  taking  the  necessary  precau- 
tions for  the  defence  of  Catalonia,  either  Ma- 
diid  must  fall  into  our  power,  or  all  is  lost.  It 
is  to  be  doubted  whether  the  possession  of  Ma- 
drid (without  the  defeut  of  the  enemy’s  army) 
be  decisive;  but  the  loss  of  Catalonia  is  cer- 
tain, if  the  places  there  are  not  better  fortified 
and  provided,  and  if  forces  are  not  sent  into 
that  province  or  those  parts  of  Airagou,  near 
that  frontier;  which  may  serve  ut  the*  same 
time  for  the  defence  of  the  fortified  places  of 
Catalonia,  and  towards  preventing  the  suc- 
cours from  the  side  of  Navarre. — If  we  hope 
for  a maritime  force  berime:*  iu  these  seas, 
which  may  be  superior  to  the  enemy,  there 
does  not  appear  the  least  necessity  lor  rash 
measures  ; and  the  least  disgrace,  or  great  fa- 
tigues alone,  may  give  her  troops  that  inclina- 
tion to  desert,  which  the  enemy  will  not  fail  to 
improve,  when  iu  a proper  situation. — Above 
all  things  the  defence  of  Catalonia,  and  w hat 
wc  have,  is  necessary.  Our  intelligence?  assure 
us,  that  great  numbers  of  troops  assemble  iu 
Roussillon,  and  that  great  magazines  are  form- 
ing there  for  foot  and  horse,  and  all  warlike 
necessaries.  But  to  conclude,  what  better 
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opinions  can  be  offered  than  those  of  the  duke 
ol  Savoy  and  tlie  prince  Eugene  ? w ho  base 
doubtless  communicated  them  to  the  emperor, 
the  queen,  aud  his  cithoiic  majesty,  where  that 
duke  bus  ministers.” 

The  earl  of  Peterborough  having  desired  that 
some  of  his  own  letters  might  also  be  read, 
the  clerk  begun  with  one  from  his  lordsffp  to 
the  duke  of  Marlborough,  (whom  the  eaii  said 
lie  knew  was  not  prejudiced  against  him) 
wherein  amongst  other  particulars,  his  lordship 
said,  4 lie  had  overcome  all  his  enemies,  hat 
lies,  and  these  he  had  papers  enough  with  Luo 
to  defeat/  Another  from  the  earl  of  Peterbo- 
rough to  the  Lord  Treasurer,  (or  eail  of  Go- 
dolphiu)  was  read  likewise,  containing  a justifi- 
cation of  Ins  lordship’s  conduct;  exposing  die 
rash  and  absurd  measures  that  bad  been  pur- 
sued ; and  acquainting  the  Treasurer,  that  fas 
(the  earl  of  Peterborough’s)  projects  were  ap- 
proved by  the  duke  of  Savoy,  prince  Eugene, 
aud  AI.  de  Belcastel,  though  a friend  to  the 
lord  Galway;  adding,  that  whilst  he  had  the 
honour  to  command  hi  Spam,  not  one  partv  of 
20  men  were  beaten,  no.-  a vessel  lost.  Alter 
tins  tiie  clerk  read  the  earl  of  Sunderland's  Let- 
ter to  Mr.  Stanhope,  of  the  14th  of  Feb.  1706-7, 
as  also  an  extract  of  king  Charles's  Orders  to 
my  lord  Peterborough,  about  au  attempt  upon 
the  islands  of  Majorca  and  Minorca.  Upon 
w hich  the  earl  of  Poulctt  said,  4 That  the  earl 
of  Peterborough  had  given  a fair  and  just  Ac- 
count/ 

To  corroborate  what  the  earl  of  Peterbo- 
rough had  said.  Dr.  Friend  was  Called  in: 
whereupon  the  duke  of  Devonshire  moved. 
That  he  might  be  sworn.  This  occasioned  a 
debate  that  lasted  near  an  hour,  alter  which 
it  was  agreed  that  lie  should  he  sworn  ; which 
being  done  accoidmuly,  be  vouched  f*<r  the  au- 
thenticness ol  the  Papers  inverted  in  his  Ac- 
count of  the  earl  of  Peterborough's  Conduct  in 
Spain  ; the  copies  whereof,  he  said,  he  had  re- 
ceived, either  from  the  earl  of  Peterborough,  or 
from  his  lordship's  secretary.  Then  the  earl  of 
Abingdon  read  the  question  that  had  been 
given  in  by  the  earl  of  Fcirers,  viz.  44  i.oohed, 
That  the  earl  of  Peterborough  has  given  a very 
faithful,  just  and  honourable  Account  of  tie 
Councils  of  War  in  Valencia.” 

The  Eurf  of  Peterborough**  Account  u>tti 
Just,  4'C.]  This  question  occasioned  a debate 
that  lasted  above  an  hour, in  which  therunsi  re- 
markable passage  was  this , The  bishop  of  Sarum 
having  excepted  against  the  word  4 just,*  be- 
cause the  earl  of  Galway  had  declared  be  bad 
some  remark-  to  make  on  the  earl  ot  Peterbo- 
rough's  Rei  apKuJation,  but  ibat  be  resdil? 
agreed  to  the  word  4 honourable/  The  duke  of 
Argyle  took  him  up,  saying,  * He  knew  no  dif- 
ference between  those  two  expressions ; for  all 
that  is  honourable  must  be  just,  »nJ  ail  Hurt is 
just  is  honourable.*  At  Iasi,  t «e  question 
pur,  about  nine  o'clock  ut  night,  the  Lords  di- 
vided, and  teileis  being  appo.nted,  59  w’*1* 
for  the  affirmative,  aud  45  only  for  the  negv 
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re;  and  the  House  being  resumed,  the  Iic- 
)iutiou  of  the  Committee  was  reported,  ami 
5 reed  to. 

It  was  afterwards  moved  to  adjourn  to  the 
hursday  following ; but  before  it  passed  into 
Resolution,  the  earl  of  Paulett  gave  in  the 
blowing  Question  to  he  debated  in  the  next 
jtnraiuee  of  the  whole  House  ; “ That  the 
irl  of  Galway,  lord  Ty  raw  ley,  and  general 
tanliope,  insisting  at  a conference  held  at  Va- 
rncia,  some  tune  iu  January,  1706-7,  in  the 
resence  of  the  king  of  Spain,  and  the  queen's 
ame  being  used  iu  maintenance  of  their  opi- 
:onfor  an  offensive  war,  contrary  to  the  king 
f Spain’s  opinion,  and  that  of  all  the  general 
dicers  uud  public  ministers,  except  the  mar- 
;uis  das  Minas  ; and  the  opinion  of  the  earl  of 
ialway,  lord  Tyrawley,  and  general  Stanhope 
•eing  pursued  iu  the  operation^  of  the  following 
ampaign,  was  the  unhappy  occasion  of  the 
»ttle  of  Almanza,  and  ouc  cause  of  our  misfor- 
unes  in  Spam,  and  of  the  disappointments  of 
he  duke  of  Savoy's  expedition  before  Toulon, 
oncerted  with  lier  majesty/' — The  carl  of  Pau- 
leu  desiring  that  this  question  should  be  en- 
tered in  the  Book,  the  same  was  opposed  by 
the  earl  of  W hnrtoti  and  the  lord  Halifax  : but 
it  was,  after  a small  debate,  agreed.  That  the 
wme  should  be  entered : after  which  the 
House  adjourned  to  the  Thursday  following. 

Second  Debate  in  the  House  of  Lords  on  the 
H"ur  i»t  Spain.]  Accordingly,  on  the  11th  of 
January,  the  Peers  being  set,  three  Letters 
from  the  earl  of  Sunderland  were  delivered  in, 
v:z.  one  to  general  Stanhope,  of  the  23rd  of 
December,  1706  ; another  to  the  earl  of  Gal- 
way, of  the  same  date;  and  the  third  to  the 
said  earl,  of  the  27  th  of  the  same  month.  The 
order  of  the  day  being  read,  an  officer  was  sent 
to  know  whether  the  earl  of  Galway  attended, 
and  the  House  being  informed  he  did  not, 

The  Earl  of  Paulett  made  a long  speech, 
wherein  he  represented,  “ That  the  nation 
having,  for  many  years,  been  engaged  in  an 
expensive  war,  it  was  necessary  to  give  the  peo- 
ple the  satisfaction  to  let  them  know  how  their 
money  had  been  spent,  and  who  deserved 
thanks,  and  who  to  be  blamed  ; that  it  appear- 
ed, the  service  of  Spain  had  been  very  much 
neglected  : that  many  officers  upon  that  estab- 
lishment looked  on  their  employments  as  sine- 
cures, being  favourites  of  the  party  ; and  that 
the  council  held  m Valencia,  being  the  spring 
tu  all  our  misfortunes,  the  Lords  ought  to  cen- 
wre  those  that  inHuenced  it ; concluding,  that 
the  motion  he  made  on  the  Tuesday  before 
Might  be  read." 

Hereupon  the  duke  of  Bedford  delivered  in  a 
Petition  of  the  earl  of  Galway,  which  was  rend, 
sporting,  that  being  informed  that  matters 
which  very  much  concerned  him,  were  inserted 
m the  Journals  of  the  House,  he  prayed  their 
lordships  10  give  him  time  to  put  in  his  An- 
**er,  before  thry  came  to  a dt  termination.— 
The  marquis  of  Dorchesier  delivered  also  a Pe- 
tition  of  the  lord  Tyrawly,  to  the  fame  effect ; 
Vol.  vi.  j 
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which  being  read  likewise,  the  earl  of  Orford 
moved  for  adjourning,  and  appointing  a day  to 
consider  of  these  Petitions.  To  which 

The  Lord  North  and  Urey  said,  “ The  lords- 
Galway  and  Tyrawly  ought  to  have  put  in  their 
Answers  to  the  earl  of  Peterborough's  paper, 
instead  of  presenting  Petitions  for  lime,  which* 
looked  like  a delay." 

The  Duke  of  Buckingham  said,  on  the  same 
side,  “ That  it  must  be  a mistake ; that  the 
Petitioners  might  think  themselves  accused, 
which  could  not  be;  for  the  Peers  never  ac- 
cuse, but  only  give  orders  to  the  Attorney  Ge- 
neral to  prosecute  : That  although  every  body 
may  have  access  to  their  Journals,  because 
they  arc  a court  of  record,  yet  no  iuquest  can 
take  notice  of  any  tiling  that  passes,  or  is  de- 
pending in  the  House ; that  ut  this  rate,  any 
'body  might  put  a stop  to  their  proceedings; 
that  he  did  nor,  however,  blame  men  that  were 
under  the  apprehensions  of  being  accused,  for 
presenting  such  Petitions;  but  that  they  ought 
to  take  no  notice  of  them,  and  proceed  accord- 
ing to  the  order  of  the  day,  to  the  consideration 
of  the  state  of  the  nation,  in  relation  to  the  af- 
fairs of  Spain."  To  this 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire  answered,  c<  That 
as  a censure  might  ensue  upon  a motion  made 
the  Tuesday  before,  the  lords  Galway  and  Ty- 
rawly had  reason  to  petition  for  time  to  make 
their  defence." 

The  Earl  of  Rochester  replied,  “ That  he 
never  heard  of  a Petition  of  that  nature:  that 
the  Petitioners  desired,  in  effect,  to  be  heard 
upon  the  debate  of  the  Lords,  which  was  im- 
proper : that  nobody  yet  knew  or  could  tell, 
whut  the  question  was  ; but  that  after  it  was 
known,  it  might  then  be  proper  for  them  to 
put  iu  their  Petitions;  concluding,  they  ought 
not  now  to  be  received.” 

The  Lord  Somers  said,  u That  the  Petition* 
were  neither  improper,  nor  given  in  at  any 
improper  time  ; that  it  would  be  too  late  for 
the  Petitioners  to  apply  to  the' Lords,  after  they 
were  come  to  a Resolution ; that  he  hoped  it 
would  never  be  found  in  the  Book  of  that 
House,  that  when  the  Lords  were  going  to  pro- 
ceed to  a censure,  they  refused  to  hear  those 
that  werefto  be  affected  by  it ; that  the  lords 
Galway  and  Tyrawly  had  a right  to  be  heard, 
and  clear  the  matters  of  facts  as  subjects  of 
Great  Britain  ; that  the  Lords  ought  besides  to 
be  cautious  how  they  proceeded  in  enquiries  of 
things  done  before  the  Act  of  Oblivion  and  In- 
demnity : concluding,  it  was  but  a natural  jus- 
tice, that  men  in  danger  of  being  censured, 
should  have  time  to  justify  themselves." 

The  Duke  of  At  gyle  answered,  “ That  be 
did  not  know  what  services  it  would  do  the 
petitioning  lords  to  have  time,  and  to  tell  the 
House  that  they  differed  from  the  House  ; that 
it  had  already  been  put  to  them,  whether  they 
had  any  thing  to  say  to  that  point,  and  that  two 
days  had  been  allowed  them  to  answer  the  earl 
of  Peterborough's  Recapitulation;  that  as  to 
the  Act  of  Indemnity,  his  urnce  did  not  ctfra 
how  little  use  was  made  of  it ; that  the  said  fn- 

$ a 
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demnity  hinders  not  enquiries ; that  the  peo- 
ple of  Great  Britain  ought  to  know  to  whom 
their  misfortunes  are  owing : but  that,  how- 

ever, he  desired  nobody  should  be  punished.” 

The  Lord  Cowper  said,  44  That  the  debate 
about  the  Affairs  of  Spain  was  adjourned  to 
that  day  ; and  therefore  it  was  improper  to 
take  notice  of  the  earl  of  Paulett’s  motion  in 
the  House,  but  that  it  might  be  considered  in 
the  Committee;  that  as  to  the  two  Petitioners, 
it  wus  reasonable  and  proper  to  grant  them 
time  to  put  in  their  Answers,  because  the  ques- 
tion tended  to  censure  them ; which  they  did 
not  know  before,  when  they  were  only  examin- 
ed ; And  that  in  things  essential  to  justice,  the 
ordinary  forms  of  courts  of  judicature  ought  to 
lie  observed.” 

The  Earl  of  Nottingham  answered,  “ That 
they  could  never  be  too  tender  of  the  reputa- 
tion of  meu  of  honour;  but  thul  in  bis  opinion, 
the  Petitions  ought  not  to  be  granted ; because 
this  was  no  proper  time  to  deliver  them,  and 
because  the  Petitions  themselves  were  impro- 
per ; that  the  Act  of  Indemnity  ought  to  be  sa- 
cred, but  not  pressed  too  far ; that  the  Peti- 
tioners had  already  been  heard,  and  allowed 
time  to  add  any  thiug  to  their  toruier  declara- 
tions ; that  now'  the  Lords  were  not  enquiring  I 
into  facts,  but  forming  their  judgments  upon  ! 
them  ; and  that  the  admitting  the  lords  Galway 
and  1 y rawly  to  take  notice  of  what  passed  in 
the  House,  would  be  admitting  them  to  a co- 
ordination with  the  Lords.” 

The  Earl  of  Wharton  replied,  44  That  a cen- 
sure is  a punishment;  that  to  punish  men 
without  giving  them  an  opportunity  to  make 
their  defence,  is  equal  to  a banishment;  that 
he  hoped  the  subjects  of  England  were  not  yet 
reduced  to  that ; that  this  was  the  only  time 
the  Petitioners  could  have  to  make  this  appli- 
cation to  the  House ; that  the  least  thing  the 
Lords  could  do,  was  to  hear  them  before  con- 
demnation, since  any  other  criminals  might 
claim  that  privilege : concluding,  he  did  not 
speak  for  the  sake  of  those  two  lords,  hut  for 
the  honour  and  reputation  of  the  House.” 

The  Earl  of  Nottingham  answered,  4*  He  did 
not  say  they  could  never  be  heard,  for  they 
might  be  heard,  if  the  House  should  order  a 
rosecution,  but  only  that  they  could  not  be 
eard  on  this  occasion.  That  they  might  be  as 
innocent  as  any  of  the  Lords,  because  they 
might  have  given  their  opinion  according  to 
the  best  of  their  understandings,  or  might  have 
been  overruled  : Which  might  be  afterwards 
enquired  into.” 

The  Duke  of  Buckingham , who  spoke  on  the 
same  side,  said,  44  That  he  had  a great  respect 
for  those  two  noble  lords  who  petitioned  ; and 
was  as  tender  of  the  honour  and  reputation  of 
the  House,  as  any  member,:  That  therefore  he 
was  afraid  of  making  precedents  and  altering 
parliamentary  rules : That  according  to  the  j 

forms  of  inferior  courts,  no  man  has  a right  to  | 
be  heard,  or  to  stop  proceeding*  on  account  of  , 
his  reputation,  as  on  account  of  his  property ; | 
that  he  was  apt  to  believe,  that  some  persons 


who  did  not  like  this  enquiry,  had  put  tW 
two  lords  Upon  petitioning,  to  gam  time;  bat 
though  he  would  not  have  the  Petitions  grant- 
ed, yet  he  would  move,  that  they  might  br 
called  in  and  heard.” 

The  Earl  of  Faulett  said,  44  That  they  h*d 
already  been  heard,  and  bad  declared  they 
had  no  more  to  say  : so  that  the  design  ol  the* 
petitions  was  only  to  delay.” 

The  Duke  of  Shrewsbury  said,  44  That  if  they 
were  ready  to  be  beard,  he  consented  they 
should,  provided  they  delivered  nothing  m 
writing,  which  might  occasion  delays.1* 

The  Earl  of  Godolphin , iu  answer  to  abat 
had  been  urged  by  the  earl  of  Paulett, 

44  It  was  true,  they  had  been  heard  before;  but 
that  there  was  new  matter,  and  an  imputation, 
wherefore  it  would  be  hard  upon  them  not  to 
be  beard.” 

The  Earl  of  Ferrers  answered,  44  That  the 
question  contained  only  a proposition  to  cen- 
sure a council ; that  their  lordships  were  yet 
cotne  to  no  Resolution  upon  it ; and,  »s  * 
Petition  to  a debate  of  the  House  was  never 
offered  before,  he  thought  it  unreasonable  to 
grant  these.  That,  as  they  must  not  judge  by 
success,  so  the  declaring  that  the  lord*  Gaiwf 
and  Tyrawley  had  giveu  an  ill  council,  was 
censure.” 

The  Lord  Halifax  said,  44  That  out  of  *0 
affectation  of  avoiding  delays,  and  of  not  going 
fast  enough,  they  went  so  last,  that  they  mas 
coine  back  : that  the  petitioners  had,  judeed, 
been  examined,  but  were  not  heard  to  tk 
question  proposed  by  the  carl  of  Peterborough; 
and  that  the  lord  Tyrawley  was  even  mter- 
r up  ted  when  he  began  to  speak  of  tl*  bank 
of  Almanza.  Pray,  my  lords,”  added  lie, 44 
ceed  according  to  the  rules  of  justice.  When 
sir  George  Rooke  was  called  in  quesuon,  be 
was  heard  for  three  days  together.  Whti,«d 
you  not  hear  these  two  Lords,  before  you 
a Resolution  that  touches  their  reputation? 
For  my  part,  when  I hear  these  argument!,  I 
could  stop  my  hearing.” 

The  Earl  of  Puulett  saying  thereupon,  “Tint 
if  they  were  ready  to  be  heard,  he  readily  agreed 
they  should 

The  Lord  Hal  fax  insisted,  44  That  their  de- 
mand ought  to  be  grauted  ;”  urging  besides 
44  That  the  very  Paper  upon  which  the  whke 
debate  turned,  was  not  yet  read.” 

The  Earl  of  Marr  answered,  44  He 
wonder  some  persons  endeavoured  to  sbuffie 
and  prolong  the  debate  ; but  if  they  grants 
these  Petitions,  they  might  afterward!  be  de- 
sired to  postpone  this  enquiry,  till  Mr.  Stan- 
hope could  be  hoard.” 

The  Duke  of  A*gylt  added,  44  That  be  !»•» 
himself,  asked  the  petitioners,  whether  it  bad 
been  resolved  to  act  offensively,  to  which  they 
had  given  their  answers  in  the  atfirroatire , 
which  was  the  material  point  in  question. 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire  insisted,  “ CJ 
the  result  of  these  debates  might  be  put  10  3 
Representation  to  the  queen,  the  pet  mood1 
ought  to  have  an  opportunity  to  be  hcn»*' 
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The  Duke  of  Buckingham  answered,  u That 
if  they  debated  tnat  matter  any  longer,  it 
would  be  the  same  as  if  they  granted  their 
petitions.’' 

The  Lord  Guernsey , speaking  on  the  same 
side,  ,*aid,  “That,  if  the  question  for  rejecting  the 
Petition,  was  put,  and  earned,  they  might  then 
he  heard  to  matter  of  fact ; but,  as  to  matter 
of  opinion,  they  could  not  be  heard  ; and  so 
concluded,  that  the  question,  to  reject  the  Pe- 
tition, be  put  in  the  House,  and  the  lord  Pau- 
lett’s  question  afterwards  debated  in  the  com- 
mittee.” 

The  Earl  of  Scarborough  said,  “ That,  if  the 
petitioners  were  to  be  heard  again,  he  wished 
ther  might  be  upon  oath.” 

Tlie  Earl  of  Paulett  added,  “ He  hoped  they 
should  hear  no  more  of  the  Act  of  Indemnity 
in  this  debate.” 

The  Duke  of  Leeds  said,  u He  thought  the 
Petitions  irregular,  however,  he  moved  thut 
they  might  be  laid  on  the  table,  and  taken  no 
notice  of.”  Winch  motion  was  backed  by  the 
lord  North  and  Grey.  But 

The  Duke  of  Buckingham  insisted,  “ That 
the  petitions  being  irregular,  the  question  for 
rejecting  them  ought  to  be  put ; and  if  carried, 
such  lords  as  pleased  might  enter  their  Pro- 
tests up<*n  which 

The  Duke  of  Leeds  said,  “ He  should  he 
sorry  to  see  protestations  made  on  tlmt  oc- 
casion.” 

The  Lord  Keeper  having,  at  last,  put  the 
question.  Whether  the  Petitions  should  be  re- 
jected ? It  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  by  a 
majority  of  57  voices,  against  46,  that  were  for 
the  negative.  Hereupon  tiie  carl  of  Abingdon 
said,  “ He  supposed,  any  body  that  presented 
petitions,  attended  to  know  whether  they  were 
granted,  or  rejected  and  the  duke  of  Shrews- 
bury moving,  “ Tliat  they  should  be  called  in,” 
the  duke  of  Argyle  said,  “ He  took  it  for 
granted  that  the  petitioners  were  out  of  the 
way,  and  not  to  be  found  ; and  therefore 
moved,  that  the  committee  might  proceed/ 
An  otiicer  having  informed  the  Lords,  that 
the  petitioners  were  not  at  the  door;  the 
of  Paulett  said,  a All  this  looked  like  a 
delay.”  And  the  eurl  of  Ferrers  moving,  that 
a message  might  be  sent  to  them,  the  duke 
of  Buckingham  moved,  for  adjourning  the 
House,  during  pleasure,  in  order  to  consider 
the  earl  of  Paulett’a  question  in  a Committee  of 
the  whole  House,  into  which  the  lords  went 
immediately,  and  of  which  the  earl  of  Abingdon 
was  chosen  chairman. 

The  Eurl  of  Peterborough  opened  the  de- 
bate with  saying,  “ That,  having  the  queen's 
orders  to  be  gone,  he  hoped  the  lords  would 
pive  him  an  opportunity  to  clear  some  heads 
that  had  been  laid  against  him  by  the  Secretary 
of  State.”  But  the  duke  of  Buckingham  said, 
the  question  ought  to  be  rend,  in  the  first 
place:  Whf?reupon  the  earl  of  Abingdon  read 
the  earl  of  Paulett’s  motion  before-mentioned. 
Then  tl»c  earl  of  Peterborough  acquainted  the 
Lords,  “ That  his  going  out  of  Spam  for  luly, 
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was  in  order  to  concert  measures  for  the  siege 
of  Toulon,  accordihg  to  his  Instructions: 
being  empowered  to  treat  and  negotiate  with 
the  duke  of  Savoy,  particularly  about  the  siege  ; 
of  which  he  had  given  an  Account  in  writing. 
That  he  had  several  conferences  with  the  duke 
of  Savoy  and  prince  Eugene,  in  his  royal  high- 
ness’s closet,  the  result  of  which  he  sent  to  the 
Court  of  England,  and  to  the  king  of  Spain. 
That  he  had  afterwards  several  conferences 
with  my  lord  Galway  and  Mr.  Stanhope,  to 
concert  further  measures  for  the  carrying  on 
the  projects  made  in  Italy  : hut  though  he  had 
acted  according  to  his  Instructions,  he  was,  in 
a Letter  from  the  earl  of  Sunderland,  dated 
the  28th  Sept.  1706,  O.S.  recalled,  for  nego- 
tiating matters  of  so  high  a nature,  without  tho 
queen’s  authority,  which  might  be  prejudicial 
to  her  majesty’s  service.” — Hereupon  the  enrl 
of  Rochester  said,  €i  That  the  earl  of  Peter- 
borough ought  to  apply  himself  to  the  matter 
in  question  and  moved,  That  the^said  ques- 
tion might  be  read  again  ; which  the  chairman 
did  : after  which  the  earl  of  Peterborough  said, 
“ He  apprehended  their  lordships  would  en- 
quire into  the  disappointment  before  Toulon, 
in  order  to  which  he  thought  it  very  proper  to 
acquaint  them,  that  5,000  men,  which  he  de- 
manded for  the  reduction  of  tlmt  place,  wero 
denied  him,  to  be  employed  about  imaginary 
conquests.  And,  that  he  received  the  thank t 
of  king  Charles,  for  the  projects  he  had  con- 
certed in  Italy  ; but  a public  minister  desired, 
lie  might  not  be  trusted/*  The  duke  of  Argyle 
desiriug  that  the  earl  of  Peterborough's  Paper* 
might  be  read ; that,  in  particular,  which 
shewed,  that  the  duke  of  Savoy  insisted,  that 
there  might  be  a defensive  campaign  in  Spain ; 
while  the  earl  of  Peterborough  was  looking  for 
that  paragraph,  in  his  own  French  Letter  to 
sir  Charles  Hedges,  dated  Sept.  10th,  1706,  the 
earl  of  Godolphin  moved,  “ That  the  whole 
Letter  might  be  read  wliereupon  the  Letter 
was  delivered  to  the  clerk  ; but,  the  earl  of 
Peterborough  taking  it  from  him,  read  it  him- 
self ; and  the  most  remarkable  expressions  in 
it,  relating  to  the  question,  were  these : * La 

* prise  do  Toulon  me  paroit  praticable.  On 

* demande  5,000  homines  des  troupes  d’Es- 

* pague  that  is,  ‘ The  takjng  Toulon  appears 
practicable  to  me  ; 5,000  men  of  the  troops  in 
Spain  are  demanded  for  that  purpose/ 

The  Earl  of  Godolphin  insisted,  il  That  if 
any  stress  was  to  be  laid  upon  this  letter,  the 
same  might  be  translated  and  rend  by  the  clerk.” 
Notwithstanding  which,  the  earl  of  Peterbo- 
rough continued  reading  ; after  which 

The  Lord  Cotcper  backed  the  earl  of  Godol- 
phin's  motion,  saying. 4 He  could  not  under- 
stand the  letter  as  the  earl  of  Peterborough 
read  it  ; and  how  could  their  lordships  proceed 
to  a censure,  without  having  a material  paper 
in  the  language  of  the  country  ?”  To  this 

The  Earl  of  Peterborough  said, 14  That  it  being 
thought  fit  not  to  entrust  any  secretary  with 
in*  project,  he  wrote  that  letter  himself  to  Mr. 
Secretary  Hedges  ; and  that  he  could  not  write 
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it  in  any  other  language,  to  be  understood  by 
the  duke  of  Savoy,  and  prince  Eugene,  who 
kept  both  ft  copy  of  it,  os  well  as  himself : but 
if  their  lordships  desired  to  have  it  translated, 
lie  moved  they  might  adjourn,  lor  he  was  no 
secretary  to  translate  it  liimsclf.” 

The  earl  of  Abingdon  owned,  the  letter  was 
not  read  regularly  : but  the  earl  of  Puulctt 
waving  that  mutter,  said,  44  The  French  could 
not  have  relieved  Toulon,  if  the  war  in  Spain 
bad  been  defensive,"  And  the  duke  of  Argyle 
added, 44  That  the  stress  of  the  question  was, 
whether  the  duke  of  Savoy  insisted  upon  a de- 
fensive war  in  Spain.”  The  earl  of  Peterborough 
averring,  that  he  insisted  so  firmly  upon  u 
that  he  desired  to  have  6,000  men  out  of  Spain  : 
The  Duke  of  Marlborough  acquainted  the 
lords,  “ That  the  project  of  an  attempt  upon 
Toulon  was  first  proposed  to  the  duke  of 
Savoy,  by  Mr.  Hill,  iu  1703,  and  afterwards 
negotiated  there  by  his  grace  himself  with  his 
royal  highness’s  ministers,  count  Brianson, 
and  count  Mafiey;  that  60,000 /.  were,  at 
first,  offered  to  the  duke  of  Savoy,  for  that 
purpose  ; but  it  was,  at  last,  agreed,  that  he 
should  have  100,000/.  That  the  year  before 
the  execution  of  this  design,  the  duke  of 
Savoy  earnestly  desired,  that  it  might  be  kept 
▼cry  secret  ; so  tnat  it  was  very  improbable  lie 
should  speak  of  it  to  any  body,  and  desire  5,000 
men  out  of  Spain  for  that  purpose conclu- 
ding, 44  That  the  attempt  upon  Toulon  did  not 
miscarry  for  want  of  nun,  since  there  were 
near  17,000  left  behind  in  Italy  ; but  fur  want 
of  time,  and  oilier  accidents.*  Notwithstanding 
this, 

The  F.arl  of  Peterborough  affirmed, 44  That, 
according  to  ins  instructions,  he  had  concerted 
with  (he  duke  of  Savoy  the  attempt  upon  Tou- 
. koit.”  Whereupon 

The  Earl  of  raulctt  said, 44  That  in  such  n 
ease,  5,000  men  out  of  Spain  might  have  made 
a 9trotig  diversion,  and  contributed  to  the  re- 
duction of  that  place.”  After  this,  the  clerk 
read  u Letter  from  the  lord  G>»dolphiu  to  the 
lord  Peteiborougli,  dated  Feb.  7th,  1708-9,  im- 
porting, iu  substance,  44  That  cure  bad  been 
taken  of  all  his  Bills;  that  they  were  nil  (upon 
which  the  earl  of  Peterborough  cried, *•  pro- 
tested !”)  satisfied,  that  the  war  in  Catalonia 
ought  to  he  offensive ; and  that  this  wus  the 
particular  desire  of  prince  Eugene,  which  ought 
to  he  complied  with." 

The  Earl  of  Peter  borough  having  often  men- 
tioned his  Instructions  for  treatiug  about  the 
siege  of  Toulon,  the  lord  North  ami  Grey 
moved  rhntiliosr  Instructions  might  he  produced, 
but  the  earl  of  Rochester  alledging,  this  could 
not  be  done  without  the  queen's  leave,  the  lord 
North  and  Grey  replied,  44  'They  might  present 
an  Address  to  the  queen  for  that  purpose.” 
This  being  waved  by  the  duke  of  Buckingham, 
tli* lord  North  and  Grey  acquiesced:  though 
it  is  remarkable,  that  the  earl  of  Pete  I borough 
said, 44  That  Mr.  Secretary  Hedges  might  be 
ordered  to  aliend,  and  be  examined  about  that 
matter and  thereupon  the  lord  Halifax  desi- 
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red,  that  the  lord  Peterborough's  Letter  to  Mr.- 
Secretary  Hedges  might  be  left  upoa  the  tahle: 
adding, 44  That  since  the  duke  of  Savoy  was 
for  an  offensive  war  in  1706,  he  wondered  bow 
it  could  be  a crime  in  1707.”  To  tins 

The  Earl  of  Nottingham  answered,44  That  the 
earl  of  Peterlmrough’s  letter  ought  not  to  be 
left  on  the  table,  unless  he  pleased.  That  no 
inference  could  be  more  unnatural,  than  to  say 
that  because  the  duke  of  Savoy  was  for  an 
offensive  war  in  1706,  he  must  be  of  the  same 
opinion  in  1707.  That  what  the  duke  of 
Marlborough  had  said  about  the  overture 
made  to  the  duke  of  Savoy,  for  an  attempt 
upon  Toulon  in  1703,  was  very  true  ; he  (the 
said  earl  of  Nottingham)  having  writ  himself 
to  Mr.  Hill  about  it ; that  it  appeared  by  ge- 
neral Stanhope’s  letter,  that  be  was  for  a q 
offensive  war,  unless  some  attempt  upon  Franc* 
made  it  necessary  to  be  on  the  defensive  : 
w hich  implied,  that  he  knew  the  design  upon 
Toulon;  and  that  the  duke  of  Savoy  wanted 
troops,  appeared  by  his  waiting  for  the  German 
recruits.”  The  lord  Cow  per  insisting  upon  the 
necessity  of  having  the  earl  of  Peterborough’* 
original  Instructions  . the  chairman  put  him  in 
mind  of  w bat  already  bad  been  suggested, 44  That 
there  might  be  some  secrets  in  them,  out 
proper  to  be  made  public  to  which  the  lord 
Cow  per  replied, 44  That  the  argume  nt  upon  a 
probability,  when  there  might  be  a certainty, 
shew  ed  the  necessity  of  calling,  at  least,  for  such 
part  of  the  said  Instructions  as  related  to  tins 
matter ;”  urging,  44  That  Toulon  might  be 
mentioned  in  them ; but  it  was  material  to 
know  in  what  manner  it  was  mentioned.”  In 
auswer  to  this  the  duke  of  Argy  le  said,  “ That 
even  supposing  no  mention  was  made  of  Toulon 
in  the  carl  of  Pete  (borough's  Instructions,  vet 
it  appeared  very  pluiuly,  that  he  had  concerted 
that  project,  from  his  letter  to  Mr.  Secretary 
Hedges,  from  Mr.  Stanhope's  letter,  and  trow 
the  earl  of  Galway's  confession.”  The  earl  of 
Scarsdale  complaining  of  the  delays,  and  of 
some  lords  insisting  on  the  same  thing  ; the 
lord  Halifax  answered, 44  lie  designed  to  make 
ail  delay  necessary  to  get  a right  information 
urging, 44  That  the  earl  of  Peterborough  txzd 
desired  that  Secretary  Hedges  be  called  and 
examined.”  The  earl  of  Peterborough  explained 
what  he  had  said  about  Sir  Charles  llrdires, 
averring  he  only  mentioned  him  about  ibe 
lette  r his  lordship  wrote,  to  him  in  French. 
Bnt  nevertheless,  the  lord  JlallifiiN  insisted  oa 
the  necessity  of  having  the  Earl’s  Instruction* 
laid  before  them  : allcdging,  44  That  since  new 
papers  were  daily  produced  towards  tins  en- 
quiry, why  not  these  Instructions,  which  were 
as  material  as  any  of  the  rest?”  The  eml  of 
Rochester  waved  this  objection,  saving, 4*  Teem 
was  no  necessity  to  have  those  Instructions, 
since  they  would  be  of  no  use,  for  it  oppeared 
already  very  plainly  that  the  design  upon  Tou- 
lon was  Known.”  The  duke  oi  Buckingham,  the 
earl  of  Nottingham,  and  the  earl  of  Iski  spoke 
on  the  same  side;  and  at  last  between  eight 
aud  tune  in  the  evening  the  earl  of  Pauleu* 
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main  question,  about  the  earl  of  Galway  lord 
Tyrawley,  and  Mr.  Stanhope,  being  put,  it  was 
carried  in  the  affirmative  by  a majority  of 04 
voices  against  43  ; after  which  the  Lords  ad- 
journed to  the  next  day. 

Third  Debate  in  the  Home  of  Lords  on  the 
War  in  Spui/i.]  On  Friday,  the  12th  of  Ja- 
nuary, the  Lords  beiug  set,  a List  of  the  gene- 
rals und  officers  on  the  establishment  of  Spain, 
which,  by  their  lordships*  order,  had  been  laid 
before  them,  was  found  fault  with,  because  the 
lieutenants  and  ensigns  were  not  mentioned  in 
tt,  and  another  List  was  ordered  to  belaid  be- 
fore the  House.  Then  several  Papers  were 
r«_ad#  particularly  the  following  Letter  from 
the  earl  of  Sunderland  to  my  lord  Galway: 

**  My  lord  ; This  is  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  lordship’s  letter  by  Mr.  Stnnhope 
from  Valencia,  of  October  the  29th,  N.  S.  to- 
gether with  a copy  of  your  letter  to  the  lord 
fCivers,  of  the  same  date.  And  to  acquaint 
you,  that  her  majesty  does  approve  of  the  reso- 
lution of  my  lord  Uiver9  landing  his  forces  in 
Valencia,  and  that  she  has  sent  him  directions 
M go  forthwith,  in  compliance  with  the  desires 
\jf  the  king  of  Spain,  and  your  lordship,  not- 
withstanding any  orders  he  may  receive  from 
thence  to  the  contrary,  (such  having  been  sent 
time.)  I am  commanded  also,  by  her 
majesty,  to  acquaint  your  lordships,  bow  con- 
cern #d  she  is  at  the  uneasiness  you  are  under 
in  the  service,  which  makes  you  desire  so  much 
to  retire  ; which  request  her  majesty  would  not 
Jeny,  but  that  she  is  of  opinion,  that,  besides 
what  relates  to  the  command  of  her  own 
roops,  and  an  influence  that  is  necessary  to  he 
lad  upon  the  king  of  Spain,  there  is  nobody 
but  your  lordship  that  can  possibly,  in  any 
sort,  manage  the  Portuguese;  so  that,  if  you 
,h nil  retire,  that  alliance  will  be  quite  useless, 
xncf  consequently  the  whole  affair  of  Spain  ir- 
retrievable. I am  confident,  when  you  reflect 
jpon  this,  you  have  her  majesty’s  service,  and 
:!,e  common  cause  so  much  at  heart,  that  you 
will  have  patience,  nt  least  one  campaign  more; 
*u<J  your  lordship  may  depend  upon  it,  that 
here  is  nothing  in  the  queen’s  power  to  dd,  to 
nake  you  as  easy  ;is  possible,  and  to  remove 
lie  riitttculties  you  have  hitherto  struggled 
withy  that  will  not  he  done.  You  will  see  by 
>er  isuijestv’s  letter  to  the  king  of  Spain,  how 
■mich  stie  takes  this  to  heart,  and  how  strongly 
■ he  insists  upon  bis  having  an  entire  confidence 
m vour  councils  and  advice. — I will  not  sny 
iny  more  upon  this  subject $ you  will  have  it 

much  more  strongly  represented  to  you  by 
jiv  Lord  Treasurer  in  his  letter,  and  by  M.  de 
VI  otjtstiidre,  when  you  see  him.  I must  also 
it-qiiaiut  you,  that  the  queen  has  ordered  fnf 
t,r«4  Peterborough's  Commission  of  ambassador 
x > he  recalled,  which,  1 hope,  w ill  contribute 
io  make  all  that  matter  more  easy.  Since  h?s 
ursjcsty  i*  willing  to  consent  that  the  troops 
nr  it  It  the  lord  Rivers  should  join  the  king  of 
-pain  and  the  troops  in  Valencia,  it  is  expected 
Jicy  should  be  kepi  all  together  in  one  corps, 


and  under  one  general,  that  they  may  march 
strait  to  Madrid,  without  dividing  themselves, 
or  amusing  themselves  in  taking  inconsiderable 
places,  and  such  little  projects;  the  thong  of 
which  before,  was  one  great  reason  that  this 
last  campaign  you  was  not  joined  by  any  body 
of  troops  sufficient  to  keep  you  in  possession 
of  Madrid.  This  makes  it  yet  more  necessary 
for  your  lordship  to  stay : I am  sure  nobody 
but  yourself  will  have  influence,  or  credit 
enough  to  keep  them  together  ; and  to  enable 
you  the  better  to  do  this,  the  most  effectual 
measures  w ill  be  taken  to  persuade  tiie  Portu- 
guese to  make  the  diversion  they  have  pro- 
mised by  the  way  of  Toledo  ; and  in  order  to 
it,  they  will  be  assured,  that  the  troop?  from 
Ireland  that  were  to  follow  the  lord  Risers, 
shall  he  sent  as  soon  as  possible  to  join  them, 
and  enter  Spain  that  way.  I must  also  ac- 
quaint you,  that  such  measures  are  taking  with 
the  duke  of  Savoy,  for  the  next  year’s  cam- 
paign, as  will  effectually  prevent  the  French 
sending  any  considerable  force  more  into 
Spain.  I send  you  here  enclosed  a copy  of 
M.  Cavalier’s  Letter  to  the  queen ; if  you 
think  what  be  proposes  practicable,  und  that 
the  circumstnnces  of  affairs  do  allow  it,  her 
majesty  thinks  it  would  be  of  great  advantage 
to  the  common  cause  ; but  that  must  be  left  to 
your  judgment.  I gave  you  an  account  in 
ray  lust,  that  all  the  cloathiug  w as  gone  from 
hence,  except  that  of  eight  battalions.  As  for 
the  six  regiments,  whose  officers  are  to  be  sent 
home  to  raise  their  men,  it  is  her  majesty  a 
pleasure,  that  the  cloathing  of  the  said  regi- 
ments be  sent  back,  and  that  your  lordship 
would  order  an  account  of  the  off- reckonings 
to  be  sent  hither.  I am,  &c.  Su x de u l a n d.’* 
The  clerk  having  done  reading,  the  earl  of 
Scarsdale  proposed  the  following  question  : 
“ That  it  appears  by  the  earl  of  Sunderland’s 
Letter  to  Mr.  Stanhope,  that  the  design  of  au 
offensive  War  in  Spain,  was  approved  and  di- 
rected by  the  Cabinet  Council,  notwithstand- 
ing the  opinion  of  general  Stanhope,  in  case  of 
an  attempt  upon  France,  which  they  knew 
was  then  concerted  with  the  duke  of  Savoy ; 
which  contributed  to  our  tnisfortuues  in  Spam, 
and  to  the  disappointment  before  Toulon.’* 
Resolution  thereon .]  After  a small  debate, 
it  was  resolved  to  present  an  bumble  Address 
to  the  queen,  u That  sl»e  would  be  pleased  to 
give  leave  to  any  I^ord,  or  other,  of  her  cabinet- 
council,  to  communicate  to  the  House,  any 
R iper  or  Letter  relating  to  the  affairs  of  Spain," 
This  Address,  by  their  lordships’  order,  was 
immediately  carried  up  to  the  queen  at  St. 
James N,  by  the  lords  of  the  white-staves,  viz. 
the  dukes  of  Buckingham  and  Shrewsbury ; 
Who  being  returned,  and  the  House  (that 
had  adjourned  during  pleasure)  resumed,  as 
soon  as  the  queen,  who  designed  to  hear  the 
debate  incognito,  was  come  to  the  House, 
the  duke  of  Buckingham  reported,  “ That  her 
majesty  had  graciously  been  pleased  to  grant 
the  desire  of  the  Lords.” 

L'arl  of  SQursduU'i  Second  Question.]  The 
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Lords  being  gone  into  a committee  of  the' 
whole  House,  and  the  earl  of  Abingdon  still  in 
the  chair,  the  earl  of  Scarsdule  delivered  the  fol- 
io* mg  Question,  “ That  it  appears  by  the  earl 
of  Sunderland’s  Letter,  that  the  carrying  on  the 
war  offensively  in  Spain,  was  approved  and  di- 
rected by  the  ministers,  notwithstanding  the 
design  of  attempting  Toulon,  winch  the  minis- 
ters knew  at  that  time  was  concerted  with  the 
duke  of  Savoy,  and  therefore  are  justly  to  be 
blamed  for  contributing  to  all  our  misfortunes 
> in  Spain,  and  to  the  disappointment  of  the  ex- 
pedition against  Toulon.' ” 

Debate  thereon.]  The  Lord  in  the  Chair 
having  read  this  Question, 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire  excepted  against 
the  alteration  that  hud  been  made  in  it,  parti- 
cularly against  changing  the  word  c f * Cabinet 
* Council’  which  was  in  the  question  first  pro- 
posed by  the  earl  of  Scarsdale,  into  that  of 
4 Ministers.’  To  which 

» The  Lord  Ferrers  answered,  “ That  the 
earl  of  Scarsdale  was  at  liberty  to  make  what 
alterations  he  thought  fit  in  the  question,  this 
being  a new  committee  :**  and 

The  Earl  of  Scarsdale  added,  44  He  thought 
fit  to  alter  the  question,  because  the  word 
4 Ministers’  is  better  known  than  that  of  a Ca- 
binet Council.”  But 

The  Earl  of  Wharton  insisted,  44  That  the 
committee  was,  in  effect,  the  spine,  as  when 
the  first  question  was  proposed,  and  as  they 
were  adjourned  to  consider  it,  no  alteration  of 
a question  that  lay  already  before  them,  ought 
to  be  admitted.” 

This  objection,  which  seemed  to  carry  a 
great  deal  of  weight,  was,  however,  removed 
by  the  earl  of  Abingdon,  who  said,  44  This  was 
the  same  committee  ; for  the  Mouse  was  re- 
turned, and  then  adjourned  during  pleasure, 
before  he  could  get  directions  to  report.”  And 
the  earl  of  Paulett  having  moved  the  debating 
of  the  second  question,  the  duke  of  Beaufort 
said,  44  He  wondered  any  Lord  in  the  ministry 
should  approve  and  direct  an  offensive  war  in 
Spain,  at  that  juncture;  and  in  particular 
named  the  earl  of  Sunderland.”  Hereupon 

The  Lord  Camper , in  answer  to  what  had 
been  alledged  by  the* carl  of  Scarsdale,  to  jus- 
tify the  alterations  made  by  bis  lordship  in  the 
question,  said,  44  That  in  his  opinion  the  word 
4 Minister*  or  4 Ministry,’  would  run  into  the 
same  exception  with  4 Cabinet  Council:'  that 
they  were  both  terms  of  an  uncertain  significa- 
tion, that  there  was  besides  in  the  question  the 
word  Ministers  in  the  plural,  which  implied 
many:  And  therefore  he  moved,  That  the  earl 
of  Sunderland’s  Letter  ini^lu  be  read,  that  it 
might  appear;  whether  one  minister  only,  or 
n\ore.  approved  and  directed  an  offensive  war.” 
There  being  several  Letters  of  the  earl  of  Sun- 
derland’s lying  on  the  table,  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  desired  to  know,  which  of  them 
their  lordships  would  h.»ve  read  ? To  which  it 
was  auswered,  44  That  of  Feb.  14th,  1706-7. 
Q.  S.  iu  answer  to  Mr.  Stanhope’s  Letter  of  the 
l6tb  Jan.,  jS.  S.”  Upon  which  the  cierk  was 
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directed  to  read  that  letter,  importing  in  sub- 
stance, 44  That  he  was  sorry  they  three  odr 
(meaning  the  lords  Galway  and  Tyrawley,  w 
Mr.  Stanhope)  were  ot  that  opinion;  that  bo- 
thing  but  interest  could  incline  other*  to  tie 
contrary;  that  the  dividing  the  Artnywosd 
be  the  ruin  of  all : that  the  queen  entirely  ap- 
proved what  he  (Mr.  Stanhope)  had  done  ia  the 
Council  of  War,  as  he  would  see  morealiirgi 
in  the  inclosed  from  my  Lord  Treasurer.  Itrf 
| this  was  so  much  the  queen’s  opiniou,  that  ‘k 
had  written  in  the  most  pressing  terms  to  bag 
Charles  about  it.  Thar,  as  for  the  earl  of  Pc* 
terborough’s  projects  in  Italy,  the  less  attennffl 
Mr.  Stanhope  gave  to  them  die  better.  That 
he  sent  him  a Letter  for  the  earl  Kivers,  which 
he  desired  Mr.  Stanhope  to  deliver  to  lam,  f 
he  took  upon  him  the  command  of  the  ante, 
by  the  lord  Galway's  giving  it  up.  WW, 
however,  the  earl  of  Sunderland  hoped.  h« 
would  not  do : In  which  last  case  Mr.  Stan- 
hope was  desired  ro  burn  that  letter;  c<w- 
eluding,  dial  the  Lord  Treasurer  had  settled  tie 
remittances  for  the  army,  &c.”  After  tl* 
reading  of  this  letter,  the  lord  Cowper 
44  He  could  not  find  a connection  between  tbs 
premises  (viz.  the  said  Letter)  and  lb«  inference 
in  the  question ; And  therefore  if  it  sbwd 
pass  into  a resolution,  be  would  enter  bn 
protest.*' 

The  Earl  of  Rochester  replied,  with  son* «• 
hetnence,  u That  after  the  Message  thllW 
been  sent  to  the  queen,  and  her  majesty'*  2*- 
ctotis  Answer,  he  did  not  expect  to  hear  of  sect 
an  objection ; as  that  there  was  no  connects 
between  the  premises  and  the  inference;  that 
he  knew  very  well  the  meaning  of  that  objec- 
tion ; diat  for  several  years  past  they  bad  been 
told,  that  the  queen  was  to  answer  for  ertfj 
thing;  but  he  hoped  that  time  was  over;  th3t  ac- 
cording to  the  fundamental  constitution  ofth* 
kingdom,  the  ministers  are  accountable  for  alt: 
And  therefore  he  hoped  no  body  would,- — — 
nay,  no  body  durst,  name  the  queen  10  this  «• 
bate.” 

The  Lord  Camper  insisted,  44  That  the 
alteration  made  in  the  question  ought  to  t* 
explained  :*'  urging,  44  That  the  word  4 Min®* 
4 ters’  is  of  an  uncertain  signification,  and*  IV 
4 binct  Council*  a word  unknown  in  our  I**! 
that  if  that  august  assembly  proceeded  to* 
censure  upon  men,  the  world  ought  to  kno« 
who  they  were;  that  he  hoped  the  Lord 
proposed  this  question,  woul«Veiplnm  hinU»i 
and  hoped,  at  the  same  time,  that  if  any  body 
were  accused,  it  would  appear  to  be  witbod 
ground  : that  he  had  the  honour  to  be  one<* 
the  ministry,  and  did  not  know  whether  it 
designed  to  involve  him  in  the  same  reow^  I 
but  he  protested,  with  the  utmost  sincerity,  that 
while  he  was  iu  that  post,  lie  gave  his  advice, 
and  acted  to  the  best  of  bis  understanding,  ssd 
with  an  honest  intention  to  serve  the  queen  aid 
his  country.” 

The  Earl  of  Scarsdale  said,  44  He 
the  word  4 Ministers*  very  proper; 
that  the  Lord  Treasurer,  that  is,  tbc  to* 
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rodolphin,  was  named  in  the  earl  of  Sunder- 
ind’s  letter .” 

The  Earl  of  Paulett  urged,  “ That  there  is 
o distinction  between  the  Ministry  and  the 
Cabinet  Council ; for  those  who  were  of  the 
)abioet  were  ministers." 

The  Duke  of  Beaufort  said,  u That  the  word 
Cabinet  Council  does  not  imply  all  Ministers." 

The  Lord  Ferrers  added,  44  That  the  word 
klioistry  is  more  copious  than  Cabinet  Coun- 
cil, but  however,  it  was  indifferent  which  they 
ook.”  . 1 j 

The  Earl  of  Godolphin  replied,  “That  since 
be  word  Ministers  was  more  copious,  it  was 
Iwefore  improper  in  this  case,  because  their 
ordships  ought  to  be  sure  whom  they  designed 

0 censure.  And  then  taking  notice,  how  late 
t«as  in  the  night,  and  that  a person  concern* 
d in  this  debate  was  absent,  he  moved  for  ad- 
ouming.”  Hereupon 

The  Duke  of  Leeds  made  a pretty  long 
prech;  the  most  material  passage  in  which 
ras,  “That  her  majesty  having  given  leave  for 
uij  Lord,  or  other  of  the  Cabinet  Couocil,  to 
ommunicate  what  they  knew  about  the  affairs 
>f  Spain,  no  offence  could  be  taken  if  any  per- 
cn  cleared  himself.”  Upon  which 
The  Lord  Cowper  said,  44  He  knew  not  whe- 
ther be  was  included  in  the  word  ‘ Ministry/  " 
Hereupon 

Tbe  Earl  of  Paulett  said,  “ This  was  the 
im  time  that  this  nice  distinction  between 
Cabinet  Council'  and  4 Ministry’  was  made  a 
Inpute,  which  looked  like  a delay." 

The  Earl  of  Isla  said,  on  the  same  side, 
‘That  it  was  irregular  and  improper  to  take 
wtice,  in  this  debate,  either  of  the  Address  to 
he  queen,  or  of  the  question  proposed  before, 
n both  which  the  word  4 Cabinet  Council'  was 
nserted ; that  it  was  true,  this  word  was  not 
xanmonly  known  in  the  law,  neither  was  the 
»ord  ‘ Ministry,’  and  therefore  they  ought  to 
ise  a plain  English  word.  That  he  could 
nention  an  instance  at  the  Revolution,  when  a 
*ord  * of  an  uncertain  signification  occasioned 
ouch  debate.  That  he  wished,  if  the  question 
bould  pass  with  the  word  4 Ministers/  they 
*ould  mention  two  Lords  that  had  beeu  al- 
wdy  named — that  be  should  be  sorry  to  hear, 
repeat  the  sound — but,  however,  he  thought 
t necessary  to  name  them.”  To  this 
The  Lord  Halifax  answered,  44  That  the 
nentioning  the  Address  and  former  question, 
ras  not  improper ; that  they  were  stating  the 
unification  of  two  syuoniraous  words  of  great 
,eifcht  and  importance  in  this  case ; and 
berefure  lie  desired,  that  the  Address  to  the 
|ueen  might  be  read."  Tins  being  done  ac- 
cordingly, his  lordship  added,  44  lie  wondered 
a the  method  used  on  this  occasion  s for  he 
wderstood  the  queen  was  desired  to  give  an 
biuiediate  Answer  to  this  Address;  with  an 
btimation.  That  the  House  was  sitting,  expect- 
nR  her  majesty’s  Answer,  which  was  not  usual.” 
Hereupon 

1 leaning  the  word  Abdicate.  See  vol.  5,  p.  00. 
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The  Duke  of  Argyle  said,  44  He  though1 
what  the  noble  Lord  that  spoke  last  had  said, 
was  accusing  the  House  of  doing  an  uncivilly 
to  the  queen/  At  which  several  Lords  crying, 

4 Go  on  ! Go  on !’  the  lord  Halifax  said, 
44  That  if  their  lordships  looked  on  their  Jour- 
nals they  would  not  find  it  usual." 

The  Earl  of  Paulett  appealing  to  the  Lords, 
4<  Whether  the  words  4 immediate  Answer’ were 
ever  mentioned  ?" 

The  Duke  of  Buckingham  said,  44  He  never 
heard  of  any  such  thing  spoken  ; and  if  he  had, 
lie  would  rather  have  gone  to  the  Tower 
than  have  carried  such  a message."  Upon 
which 

The  Lord  Halifax  excused  what  he  had  said, 
alledging,  44  He  was  not  in  the  llou>e  » hen  the 
Address  was  sent,  but  had  been  told,  that  a 
motion  for  an  immediate  Answer  was  made; 
which  he  believed  was  without  a precedent.’’ 
To  this 

The  Earl  of  ferrers  answered,  44  That  no 
such  thing  had  been  mentioned,  but  if  it  had, 
it  would  not  have  been  unusual;  for  he  re- 
membered such  a Message  was  sent  to  the 
late  king  William  when  he  lay  sick.  That 
they  had  been  long  debating  about  the  words 
4 Ministers  and  Cabinet  Couucil and  that,  to 
prevent  all  exceptions,  both  might  be-  put  in 
the  question.”  llereupou 

The  Earl  of  Peterborough  said,  very  shjrewd- 
ly,  “ That  he  thought  the  word  / Cabinet  Coun- 
cil not  so  proper  as  Ministers  That  he  had 
heard  a distinction  between  the  Cabinet  Coun- 
cil and  the  Privy  Council;  that  the  Privy 
Counsellors  were  such  as  were  thought  to  know 
every  thing,  and  knew  nothing ; and  those  of 
the  Cabinet  Council  thought  nobody  knew  any 
thing  but  themselves : And  that  the  same  dis- 
tinction might  in  a great  measure,  hold,  as  to 
Ministers  and  Cabinet  Council.  That  the 
word  Cabinet  Council,  was,  indeed,  too  copi- 
ous; for  they  disposed  of  all;  they  fingered 
the  money  ; they  meddled  with  the  war  ; they 
meddled  with  things  they  did  not  understand  : 
So  that,  sometimes,  there  was  no  Minister  in 
the  Cabinet  Council.” 

The  Lord  Halifax  insisting  against  the  altera- 
tion made  in  the  first  question,  and  pressing 
their  lordships  to  speak  to  the  same  words  they 
had  used  in  their  Address  to  the  queen, 

The  Earl  of  Rochester  renewed  his  former 
expostulation,  44  That,  for  several  years  toge- 
ther. the  queen  was  to  answer  for  every  thing  ; 
instancing  in  the  time  when  the  Memorial  of 
the  Church  of  England  was  indicted,  and  the 
church  was  suggested  to  be  in  danger,  (which 
for  his  part  his  lordship  thought  to  be  so,  in 
the  hands  of  some  men)  when  the  Answer  was 
ready,  to  stop  people’s  mouths,  What  ! to 
suspect  the  queen  !”  He  added,  44  That  the 
distinction  between  Cabinet  Couucil  and  Mi- 
nisters, was  a mere  nicety  used  only  to 
delay.  That  he  knew  the  lord  Godolphin  was 
in  that  high  station.”  Aud  concluded  with  a 
motion,  44  That  the  Lords  would  give  an  ac- 
count of  what  they  knew,  provided  they  would 
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9peak  to  the  point  in  question,  and  not  to  a 
nicety." 

The  Duke  of  Argyle  said,  u He  thought  all 
ministers  were  of  the  Cabiuet  Council,  but 
that  nil  the  Cabinet  Couucil  were  not  minis- 
ters." 

The  Lord  Cowpcr  urged  u the  ambiguity  of 
those  two  terms,  us  an  argument  against  using 
them  ; the  ruther,  because  of  four  of  the  Lords 
that  were  for  the  question,  two  were  of  one 
opinion,  and  two  of  another.  That,  however, 
he  hoped  they  would  drop  this,  and  debate  the 
main  question.  That  for  his  own  part,  he  was 
of  opinion,  that  the  war  in  Spain  ought  to  be 
offensive  and  not  defensive.  That  this  was  the 
sense  of  the  w hole  kingdom.  That  he  did  not 
remember,  that,  when  the  carl  of  Peterbo- 
rough’s letter  to  sir  Charles  Hedges,  about  his 
lordship’s  project,  was  read,  there  was  any 
difference  of  opinion  in  the  Council : All  being 
unanimous  for  an  offensive  war  with  Spain. 
That  when  the  project  against  Toulon  was  con- 
certed with  the  duke  of  Savoy,  his  royal  highness 
never  desired  that  the  war  might  be  defensive 
in  that  kingdom.  That  it  was  unreasonable 
and  unprecedented  to  censure  men  for  an  opi- 
nion, because  it  had  proved  unsuccessful ; and 
that,  for  his  own  part,  he  gave  his  advice  with 
the  best  and  most  sincere  intentions  to  serve 
liis  country." 

The  Earl  of  Peterborough  answered,  “ That 
one  would  be  apt  to  think  the  ministry  were, 
indeed,  for  a defensive  war,  when  they  suffered 
him  to  want  men,  money,  and  all  necessaries. 
That  though  he  had  instructions  to  treat  about 
the  siege  of  Toulon,  he  had  letters  of  revoca- 
tion sent  him  on  a sadden ; which,  however, 
he  sent  back  unopened,  because  having  ap- 
peared, in  several  courts,  with  the  character  of 
ambassador  plenipotentiary,  and  the  duke  of 
Berwick  having  taken  his  credentials,  he  could 
not  give  re-credentials.  That  his  project,  as 
tr riling  as  it  was  accounted  by  the  ministry, 
would  have  taken  Toulon,  whereas  the  regular 

eroject  proved  abortive.  That  when  he  came 
Dnie,  he  was  coldly  received  and  disregarded, 
but  preserved  himself,  not  only  by  bis  integrity 
and  lutle  services,  but  also  by  caution  and 
atience  " After  this,  his  lordship  explained 
is  project  upon  Naples,  which  was  to  have 
been  put  m execution  in  February : Adding, 
tl  That  by  the  reduction  of  that  kingdom, 
which  was  already  disposed  to  declare  for  king 
Charles,  and  by  the  conquest  of  Sicily,  the 
allies  would  have  had  20,000  men  to  act 
agamst  France,  and  plenty  of  provisions  to 
supply  their  forces  in  Spain.  As  for  Toulon, 
that  it  might  have  been  invested  in  the  winter, 
when  there  was  no  garrison  to  defend  it."  And 
to  prove  that  he  bltd  concerted  the  siege  of  that 
place  with  the  duke  of  Savoy,  his  lordship 
produced  a letter  from  his  royal  highness ; but 
offering  to  read  it,  several  Lords  cried,  * No, 
No/  in  answer  to  the  Earl  of  Peterborough’s 
Speech, 

The  Earl  of  Godolphin  said,  ° He  would  give 
their  lordships  an  account  of  his  thoughts  and 
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reasons,  why.  that  noble  earl's  project 
not  approved,  viz.  That  the  very  overture*  of 
it,  as  transmitted  hither  by  the  earl  of  Pete* 
borough,  in  a letter,  in  French,  to  sirCbarki 
Hedges,  rend  the  day  before,  shewed,  that  u 
was  impossible  the  duke  of  Savoy  could  be  in 
earnest,  the  other  project  being  already  con- 
certed ; and  Ins  ministers  here  earnesily  desir- 
ing, in  bis  royal  highness’s  name,  that  a micnt 
be  an  absolute  secret ; so  that  even  prince 
•Eugene  knew  nothing  of  it,  at  the  ume 
the  earl  of  Peterborough  wrote  that  leUtr." 
Hereupon 

The  Earl  of  Nottingham  standing  up,  jaH, 
M That  it  was  too  common  to  judge  of  men  by 
the  events:  But  God  forbid  that  House  should 
follow  that  method.  That  he  would  give  tlx 
Lords  Aits  thoughts,  why  he  should  not,  at  that 
juncture,  huve  been  for  an  offensive  war:  tba 
he  would  not  speak  as  a soldier,  became  fie 
was  none,  but  would  speak  only  to  matter*  o: 
fact;  and  if  he  was  wrong,  he  desired  spy  Iwd 
there  to  rectify  him  : that  he  had  no  pique,  ou 
animosity  against  any  body,  and  would  hare 
justice  done  without  partiality : that  it  appear- 
ed by  the  Account,  or  Representation  theetri 
of  Galway  gave  of  Affairs,  towards  the  end  of 
the  year  1706,  or  beginning  of  1707,  dm  •« 
were  in  so  good  a condition  in  Spain,  that  i* 
thing  coul^i  hurt  us  : and  yet,  notwithstande? 
the  reinforcement  which  the  earl  Rivers  broef.! 
to  Spain,  there  were  not  above  14,000  mea  it 
the  battle  of  Almanza  : that  in  such  arm- 
stances,  the  advising  an  offensive  war,  w*  * 
very  ill  counsel  : And  therefore  be  conclude 
for  ihe  question."  Upon  this 

The  Earl  of  Sunderland  owned,  “ He  gawk* 
opinion  for  an  offensive  war,  because,  to  tt* 
best  of  bis  understanding,  it  was  tl»e  be*« 
counsel  that  could  be  followed.  That  it 
the  general  opinion  and  desire  of  the  oat**, 
that  the  earl  of  Galway  should  march  agam  t» 
Madrid  ; that  all  the  ministry  then  were  una- 
nimous in  their  opiuions  for  an  offensive 
and  that  many  inconveniences  might  have  a* 
tended  the  dividing  of  the  army." 

The  Duke  of  Marlborough  said,  M My  Ms 
I had  the  honour  of  the  queen’s  command  rs 
treat  with  the  duke  of  Savoy,  about  aa  **• 
tempt  upon  Toulon,  which  her  majesty, 
the  beginning  of  this  war,  had  looked  sped  u 
one  of  the  most  effectual  means  to  finak  *• 
And  I can  assure  you,  that  in  the  whole  sep 
ciution,  with  his  royal  highness's  ministers,^* 
of  whom,  count  Briancon,  is  dead,  the 
count  Maffey,  is  now  here,  not  one  word  *» 
spoken  of  Spain,  where  the  war  was  to  bt 
managed,  upon  its  own  bottom,  as  well  astis1 
of  Italy ; and  both  independently  ap°n  00( 
another. — As  for  the  war  in  Spain,  it  •** *■'* 
general  opinion  of  England,  that  it  should  t»t 
offensive:  And  as  to  ray  lord  Peterborough* 
projects,  I can  assure  your  lordships,  that 
of  the  greatest  instances  that  Holland  M 
Savoy  made,  was,  that  the  emperor,  and  **’, 
should  not  insist  upon  an  expedition  to  N*pl* » 
which  might  hinder  the  other  design.— My 
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my  intentions  were  always  honest  and  sincere, 
to  contribute  all  that  lay  in  my  power,  to  bring 
this  heavy  and  expensive  war  to  an  end.  God 
Almighty  has  blessed  my  endeavours  with  suc- 
cess : but  if  men  are  to  be  censured  when 
they  give  their  opinions  to  the  best  of  their 
understandings,  I must  expect  to  be  found 
fault  with  us  well  as  the  rest. — My  lord  Gal- 
way, and  every  body  in  Spain,  have  done  their 
duty:  and  though  I must  own,  that  lord  has 
been  unhappy,  and  that  he  had  no  positive 
orders  for  a battle;  yet  I must  do  him  the 
justice  to  say,  that  the  whole  Council  of  War 
were  of  his  opinion,  to  fight  the  enemy  before 
the  coming  up  of  the  duke  of  Orleans,  with  a 
reinforcement  of  9 or  10,000  men.— On  the 
other  baud,  I must  confess,  I do  not  under- 
stand, how  the  separating  of  the  army  would 
have  favoured  the  siege  of  Toulon." — The  ear! 
of  Peterborough  saying  thereupon,  “ That 
there  was  a necessity  of  dividing  it  to  go  to 
Madrid.’'  The  duke  of  Marlborough  resuming 
speech  said,  u I will  not  contradict  that 
lord  as  to  the  situation  of  the  country;  hut 
this  separation  of  the  army  could  not  be  in 
order  to  a defensive  hut  to  an  offensive  war  ; 
which,  in  ray  opinion,  was  the  best  way  to 
Di?.ke  a diversion,  and  thereby  hinder  the 
French  from  relieving  Toulon.  But  after  all, 
that  unhappy  battle  had  no  other  effect,  than 
to  put  us  upon  the  defensive ; for  the  French 
troops  that  were  detached  from  Spain,  never 
camp  before  Toulon." 


The  Duke  of  ArgyU  having  answered  this 
hrt  part  of  the  duke  of  Marlborough’s  speech, 
vu.  That  the  battle  of  Almanza  did  hut  put  us 
upon  «t  defensive  in  Spain  : Added,  il  That  as 
for  what  related  to  the  eat  I Rivers,  it  was  cer- 
feunly  a fault  to  prefer  an  unfortunate  foreigner 
before  a peer  of  Great  Britain." 

The  L>rd  Cowper  replied,  “ That  the  an- 
swering Mr.  S'anhope’s  Letter,  by  approving 
his  advice,  was  certainly  the  wiser,  tiie  honester, 
und  the  more  popular  opinion  ; every  body  in 
England  being  then  for  an  offensive  war : that 
®e  wi*bed  every  member  in  that  august  a$- 
fc’ttbly  would  lay  his  hand  upon  his  heart,  and 
*ay»  m conscience,  « hetber  he  would  not  have 
keo  for  the  same  opinion  P That  to  have  ad- 
Tlsed  * lingering,  expensive,  defensive  war, 
•ould,  no  doubt,  have  now  been  made  more 
criminal  than  this  charge,  which  was  heavy 
Plough.  That  the  raising  the  siege  of  Toulon, 
cuuld  not,  in  reason,  be  imputed  to  theoffen- 
***  war  in  Spain,  and  10  the  loss  of  the  battle 
2 Almanza ; but  rather  to  the  expedition  to 
Naples;  the  slow  march  of  the  German  re • 
through  the  country  of  Grisons,  and 
other  unforeseen  accidents,  which  attend  all 
kwuan  affairs : But,  added  his  lordship,  if  this 
jjutttiou  should  pass  into  a Resolution,  it  will 
w the  comfort  of  those  on  whom  the  censure 
foH>  that  the  w«rrld  will  judge,  that  it  is 
•ottuded  on  strained  deductions,  and  forced  con- 
fluences, foreign  from  the  premises.  My 
w«,al!  Englishmen  love  action,  it  is  their 
diaper  and  inclination,  To  conclude,  I re- 
VQL.  YI. 


peat  it  again,  it  will  be  a consolation,  that 
the  conclusion  is  not  warranted  by  tiie  pre- 
mises." 

The  Earl  of  Paulett  answering,  M That  the 
battle  of  Almanza  was  a necessary  consequence 
of  the  opinion  and  directions  of  the  ministry." 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire [ replied,  44  He  re- 
membertd  that  the  lords  themselves,  that  now 
spoke  against  an  offensive  war  in  Spain,  were 
for  it  some  years  before;  that  among  the  rest, 
the  earl  of  Nottingham  moved  for  20  battalions 
to  he  sent  from  Flanders  to  Spain,  which  could 
not  be  lor  a defensive  war ; that,  after  the 
battle  of  Almanza,  no  French  troops  were  sent 
from  Spain  to  relieve  Toulon  ; and,  in  short,  that 
an  offensive  war  is  always  the  most  effectual 
means  to  procure  a peace." 

The  Duke  of  Shrewsbury  answered,  44  That 
in  all  things  the  circumstances  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered; that  an  offensive  war  may  be  proper  at 
one  tiuie,  and  improper  at  another.  That  it  hav- 
ing been  urged,  that  no  French  troops  were  sent 
from  Spain  to  relieve  Toulon,  it  was  certain,  some 
troops  were  ordered,  and  upon  their  march, 
whose  approach  might  have  the  same  effect,  as 
if  they  had  actually  arrived  in  Provence.  That 
it  is  true,  this  nation  is  for  fighting,  and  for  an 
offensive  war ; but  not  for  going  to  Madrid  right 
or  wrong,  as  was  general  Stanhope’s  opinion, 
approved  by  the  ministry.  That  the  lord  Gal- 
way had  a good  reason  to  fight,  because  he 
could  not  help  it.  But  that  there  was  no  rea- 
son for  the  ministers  here,  to  give  that  opinion, 
because  nothing  for  red  them  to  it." 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire  taking  advantage  of 
this  occasion,  said,  44  That  since  the  allies  could 
not  subsist  without  fighting,  it  was  unreasonable 
to  censure  the  generals  who  gave  their  opinions 
for  a battle." 

The  Earl  of  Nottingham  owned,  on  the  other 
side,  44  That  he  made  the  proposal  for  sending 

10.000  men  from  Flanders  to  Spain  ; but  that 
was  after  the  battle  of  Almanza;  and  that  only 

7.000  were  sent.  That,  as  to  the  business  of 
Toulon,  it  was  certain,  that,  immediately  after 
the  news  of  the  battle  of  Almanza,  the  court 
of  France  ordered  detachments  to  be  made 
from  Spain,  as  appeared  by  the  Paris  gazette 
of  the  4th  of  May,  1707.  That  he  would  not 
affirm  those  troops  did  actually  march  into  Pro- 
vence ; but  that,  as  had  been  observed,  their 
approach  was  sufficient  to  contribute  to  the 
raising  of  the  siege  of  Toulon.” 

The  Earl  Rivers  said, 44  That  it  had  been  al- 
1 edged,  that  the  battle  of  Almanza  was  fought 
because  the  allies  wanted  provisions ; but  he 
could  assure  their  lordships,  that  there  wa9  a 
gentleman  here  in  town,  who  brought  them 
provisions  for  eight  days.  That,  in  truth,  they 
did  not  design  to  fight,  but  rather  to  retire  to- 
wards Valencia,  having,  for  that  purpose,  sent 
general  Carpenter  before,  with  part  of  his  dra- 
goons: but,  upon  the  receipt  of  orders  Irnm 
England,  they  suddenly  resolved  upon  a battle, 
before  they  were  joined  by  general  Carpenter, 
and  without  communic  ating  to  the  Council  of 
War  the  strength  of  the  enemy,  ol  which  they 
3 R 
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had  inleUigence  by  two  deserter*  the  night  be- 
fore the  action." 

The  Earl  of  Ferrers  said, 44  That  it  was  plain, 
the  Council  of  Valencia  was  the  cause  of  ail  our 
misfortunes  in  Spain.  That  the  resolutions 
taken  in  it,  were  carried  against  the  opinion  of 
king  Charles,  and  his  ministers.  That  it  was 
certainly  a fault  in  the  ministry  here  to  approve 
that  council ; for  a secretary  of  state  gives  no 
direction  but  from  the  cabinet  council.  That 
it  seemed  as  if  the  blame  of  the  raising  the 
siego  of  Toulon,  was  intended  to  be  laid  on  the 
emperor's  forces;  but  this  enquiry  would  be 
more  proper  at  another  time:  and  that  another 
thing  was  to  be  enquired  into,  viz.  What  num- 
ber of  forces  in  her  majesty’s  pay  were,  at  that 
time,  in  Spain?  and  so  concluded  for  the  ques- 
tion." 

The  Lord  Mohun ,*  on  the  other  side,  said, 
u He  was  against  it,  for  several  reasons : 1.  Be- 
cause he  knew  not  who  was  meant  by  t lie  mi- 
nistry ; and  he  would  not  have  a censure  pass 
upon  persons,  who  neither  deserved,  nor  were 
intended  to  be  censured.  2.  Because  the  ad- 
vice of  an  offensive  war  was,  at  that  time,  no  ill 
ndvicc.  3.  Because  he  would  be  just  to  all 

* “ Charles,  lord  Mohun,  (son  of  Warwick, 
lord  Mohun,  by  Philippa,  daughter  of  Arthur, 
carl  of  Anglesey,)  came  to  the  title  when  very 
young,  ilis  estate  was  small ; and  his  mother 
re-marricd  to  William  Coward,  esq.  serjeant  at 
law,  in  consequence  his  education  was  neglect- 
ed. Low  connections  led  the  youthful  lord 
into  horrid  scenes  of  debauchery  and  riot. 
Concerned  with  lord  Warwick  and  another 
gentleman,  in  * a midnight  brawl,*  in  the  street, 
three  persons  fought  them.  Captain  Richard 
Coote  was  killed.  Warwick  and  Mohun  were 
tried  by  their  peers.  The  former  was  convicted 
of  manslaughter,  hut  the  latter  was  acquitted. 
This  shocking  event  made  little  impression  upon 
his  mind.  Some  years  after,  Mr.  Montfort, 

* one  of  the  best  and  most  amiable  actors  that 

* ever  trod  the  stage,*  wns  murdered  as  he 
was  walking  in  London,  bv  captain  Richard 
Hill,  aided  and  abetted  by  lord  Mohun.  The 
quarrel  originated,  it  was  thought,  in  a suppos- 
ed connection  between  Montfort  and  Mrs. 
Bracegirdle,  the  actress,  whom  Hill  addressed 
with  an  intention  of  marrying.  lie  was  again 
tried  for  this  second  murder.  Shocked  with  the 
enormity  of  his  behaviour,  at  his  acquittal,  he 
expressed  ‘ his  confusion  for  the  scandal  he 
4 brought  upon  his  degree,  as  a peer,  by  his  be- 
4 haviour,  in  very  handsome  terms  ; and  pro- 
‘ rmsed  to  behave  himself  so,  for  the  future,  as 

* not  to  give  farther  scandal.’  lie  acted  os  if 
he  had  spoken  from  a conviction  of  his  ill  cotir 
duct,  by  applying  himself  to  those  pursuits 
which  would  adorn  his  station.  lathe  army 
he  ranked  as  colonel  of  a regiment  In  the 
House  of  Peers  he  often  distmgubhed  himself 
by  his  judicious  speeches.  Charles,  earl  of 
Macclesfield,  w hose  niece  he  had  'married,  took 
his  lordship  with  him  to  Hanover,  when  he 
went  to  that  court  to  aunoiince  the  settlement 


mankind,  and  not  censure  any  body  that  give* 
his  opinion  to  the  best  of  his  understanding, 
and  with  an  honest  intention.** 

The  Lord  Somers  owned  freely  to  tbeir  lord- 
ships,  44  That,  had  he  been  in  the  place  of  Lhasa 
that  gave  the  council  for  an  otfensive  war,  be 
would  have  been  of  that  opinion,  because  he 
should  have  thought  himself  an  HI  counsellors 
advise  any  thing  against  the  general  opinion: 
adding,  1’hat  the  ill  success  of  the  battle  of 
Almanza  wns  no  good  argument  against  the 
council  for  an  offensive  war;  for,  if  they 
judged  of  opinions  by  events,  no  man  coold 
be  safe." 

The  Earl  Rivers  having  owned  there  might 
be  other  good  reasons  why  the  Toulon  business 
did  not  succeed, 

The  Earl  of  Roc/tester  said,  44  That,  for  his 
own  part,  be  must  confess,  that,  had  be,  at  that 
time,  been  of  the  cabinet  council,  he  could  not 
have  been  for  an  offensive  war ; nor  would  po- 

finlar  arguments  have  swayed  his  opinion ; for 
le  could  not  see  the  reason,  that,  because  the 
people  love  action,  we  should  be  perpetually 
fighting.  Concluding,  upon  the  whole  matter, 
that  he  was  for  the  question.** 

of  the  crown  upon  the  illustrious  House  of 
Brunswick.  Toland  says,  * that  none  of  the 
* company  was  more  generally  acceptable— 
4 that  none  lived  with  greater  sobriety,  nor  de- 
4 livered  himself  on  all  occasions  with  better 
4 judgment  than  lord  Mohun  ; and  he  still 
* continues  to  convince  the  world  of  bis  refbr- 
4 (nation,  so  that  he  is  like  to  provo  an  orna- 
4 meat  to  the  upper  House  of  Parliament.* 
Lord  Macclesfield,  who  died  at  Hanover, 
November  4,  1701,  without  issue,  left  him  a 
considerable  estate,  which  he  managed  with 
great  prudence.  Lord  Macclesfield  w as  suc- 
ceeded by  Fitton,  his  brother,  who  dying  a 
batchelor  in  1702,  there  was  much  depute 
about  the  property.  The  duke  of  Hamilton 
had  great  claims,  having  married  Elizabeth, 
sole  heir  of  the  earls  of  Macclesfield.  It  un- 
fortunately happened  that  the  duke,  and  lord 
Mohun,  who  had  likewise  his  claims  upon  t be 
estate,  were  present  at  an  examination  before  a 
master  in  chancery  respecting  the  matter  in  li- 
tigation, when  the  former,  reflecting  upon  the 
veracity  of  Mr.  Whitworth,  who  had  been 
steward  to  the  Macclesfield  family,  said,  4 be 
4 had  neither  truth  nor  justice  in  him.*  Lord 
Mohun  instantly  replied,  4 he  had  as  much  as 
4 his  grace.*  High  words  ensued,  and  they 
parted  in  mutual  anger.  On  the  following  day 
\ lieutenant-general  Maccartney  conveyed  a 
challenge  to  Mohun  from  the  duke,  who  had 
been  appointed  ambassador  to  France,  where 
lie  was  to  have  proceeded  immediately.  On 
Saturday,  November  15,  1712,  they  met  in 
Hyde  Park,  when  each  killed  the  other.  Lord 
Mohun  was  buried  in  Westminster  Abbey. 
Thus  perished  these  unfortunate  noblemen: 
j Mohun  hud  been  most  vicious,  and  Hamilton 
; wua  very  unaxniable.*'  Noble's  Con tiauatianaf 
Granger. 


&1]  PARL.  HISTORY,  9 Anne,  1711. — Thanks  voted  to  the  Earl  of  Peterborough.  [982 


Several  Lords  calling  for  the  question,  sod  J 
ie  Chairman  rising  in  order  to  read  it, 

The  Bishop  of  Ely  said,  “ He  had  only  one  | 
ord  to  offer,  which  was,  that  it  not  appearing  i 
hin»  that  there  was  any  premeditated  ill  de- 
go  in  the  ministry,  when  they  gave  their  opi- 
on  for  an  offensive  war,  he  could  not  be  tor 
ie  question.1' 

The  Duke  of  Argyll  having  desired,  that 
hen  the  question  was  over,  he  might  offer  nno- 
ier;  the  same  was  readily  agreed  to:  And 
ten  the  Earl  of  Abingdon  put  the  following 
lestion  : 

“ That  it  appears  by  the  earl  of  Sunderland’s 
Letter,  that  the  carrying  on  the  War  offensive- 
ly in  Spain,  was  approved  and  directed  by 
the  ministers,  notwithstanding  the  design  of 
attempting  Toulon,  which  the  ministers  knew 
■t  that  time  was  concerted  with  the  duke  of 
Savoy,  and  therefore  are  justly  to  be  bluined 
for  contributing  to  all  our  misfortunes  in 
Spain,  and  to  the  disappointment  of  the  Ex- 
pedition against  Toulon.1' 

There  happening  a division,  the  Earl  of  Borl- 
and and  Isla  were  appointed  Tellers,  and,  it 
ippeared,  that  there  were  68  Lords  Content, 
iod  48  Not  Content. 

Thanks  voted  to  the  Earl  of  Peterborough.] 
Hie  Duke  of  Argyle  then  made  n Speech,  im- 
*>rtiog,  iu  substance,  “ That  he  was  informed, 
i»at  the  earl  of  Peterborough  had  the  queen’s 
sramands  to  negociate  matters  of  great  im- 
portance, and  was  to  set  out  the  next  day. 
Rat  he  hoped  every  member  of  that  House 
convinced,  that  he  had  performed  great 
tnd  eminent  services  to  his  country,  notwith- 
‘landing  the  difficulties  and  discouragements  he 
laboured  under ; and  how,  with  a handful  of 
his  grace  thought  he  might  call  them  a 
handful,  since  they  uevtr  amounted  to  10,000 
he  took  the  important  city  of  Barcelona, 
jad  reduced  so  many  provinces  of  Spain.  That 
he  needed  not  tell  their  lordships  how  he  had 
been  rewarded  for  those  great  services : but 
it  was  his  opinion,  they  ought  to  pass  a 
compliment  upon  him,  which  was  all  the  reward 
“*7  could,  at  that  time,  bestow : and  tliere- 
»>re  it  was  his  grace’s  motion,  that  this  question 
he  put; 

“ That  the  earl  of  Peterborough,  during  the 
he  had  the  honour  of  commanding  the 
^army  in  Spain,  did  perforin  many  great  nnd 
foment  services ; and,  if  the  opinion  he  gave 
>n  the  Council  of  War  at  Valencia  had  been 
u Allowed,  it  might,  very  probably,  have  pre- 
vented  the  misfortunes  that  have  happened 
*ince  in  Spain." 

Ihis  question  being  carried,  without  dividing, 
7*  Uou»e  was  resumed ; and  the  earl  of  Abing- 
*°°  having  reported  the  two  Resolutions  taken 
13  the  Committee,  the  Lord  Keeper  put  the 
*****  nations,  severally,  to  the  House,  which 
"ere  again  agreed  to.  But  before  the  second 
Jwstion  was  put,  the  earl  of  Wharton  desired, 
uat  the  Lords,  who  were  for  the  first  ques 
Jli»  might  say,  Agreed,  and  that  such  Lords  as 
to?  it  might  enter  their  Protestations.'’ 
illch  they  did  accordingly. 


| A motion  for  adjourning  to  the  Monday 
I following  being  made,  the  earl  of  Rochester 
| made  another  motion,  That  such  lords  as 
i pleased,  might  make  animadversions  on  t!>« 
Protestations  of  -such  lords  as  should  protest ; 
which  was  agreed  to.  Then  the  duke  of  Buck- 
ingham said,  one  thing  •more  was  to  be  done 
before  they  adjourned,  and  that  be  would 
propose  a question  which  fee  was  sure  would  be 
readily  agreed  to,  viz.  44  That  tl»e  earl  of  Peter- 
borough have  the  Thanks  of  the  House  for  his 
eminent  and  remarkable  services ; nad  that  the 
Lord  Keeper  return  him  the  Thanks  of  the 
House  immediately." 

The  Lord  Keeper  s Speech  on  giving  the 
said  Thanks .]  This  question  being  unanimously 
agreed  to,  the  Lord  Keeper  addressed  himself 
to  the  eail  of  Peterborough,  in  the  following 
Speech ; 

“ My  Lord  Peterborough;  I am  commanded 
by  my  Lords  to  return  their  Thanks  to  your 
lordship,  for  your  many  eminent  and  faithful 
services  to  your  queen  and  country,  during  your 
command  in  Spain. — My  Lord  ; The  thanks  of 
this  illustrious  assembly  is  an  honour  which 
has  been  rarely  paid  to  any  subject ; but  never 
after  a stricter  enquiry  into  the  nrvture  of  any 
service;  upon  a more  mature  deliberation;  or 
with  greater  justice,  than  at  this  time  to  your 
lordship. — Such  is  your  lordship’s  known  gene- 
rosity and  truly  noble  temper,  that  I assure 
myself,  the  present  I am  now  offering  to  your 
lordship,  is  the  more  acceptable,  ns  it  comes 
pure  and  unmixed,  and  is  unattended  with  any 
other  reward,  which  your  lordship  might  justly 
think  would  be  an  aliny  to  it. — My  Lord  ; had 
more  days  been  allowed  me  than  1 have  had 
minutes,  to  call  to  mind  the  wonderful  and 
amazing  success,  which  perpetually  attended 
your  lordship  in  Spain,  (the  effect  ot  your  lord- 
ship’s personal  bravery  nnd  conduct)  I would 
not  attempt  the  enumerating  your  particular 
services,  since  I should  offend  your  lordship, 
by  the  mention  of  such  as  I could  recollect; 
and  give  a just  occasion  of  offence  to  this  ho- 
nourable 1 louse,  by  my  involuntary  omission 
of  the  far  greater  part  of  them. — Had  your 
lordship's  wise  councils,  particularly  your  ad- 
vice at  the  council  of  Valencia,  been  pursued 
in  the  following  compaign,  the  fatal  battle 
of  Almanza,  and  our  greatest  misfortunes, 
which  bare  since  happened  in  Spain,  had  beet 
prevented,  nnd  the  design  upon  Toulon  tmgbc 
have  happily  succeeded. — I shall  detain  your 
lordship  in#  longer  than  in  obedience  to  the 
order  1 have  received,  to  return  your  lordship, 
as  I d«>,  the  Thanks  of  this  House,  for  your 
eminent  and  remarkable  services  to  your  queen 
and  country,  during  your  command  iu  Spain." 

The  Earl  of  Peterborough’s  Answer.]  44  My 
Lords;  For  the  great  honour  and  favour  I 
have  received  from  your  lordships,  I return  my 
most  humbler  Thank*,  with  a heart  full  of  the 
greatest  respect  and  gratitude.  No  services 
can  deserve  such  a reward.  It  is  more  than  a 
sufficient  recompence  for  any  past  hardships; 
and  to  which  nothing  can  give  an  addition. 


*5* 

983]  PARL.  HISTORY,  0 Anne,  1711  .—Protest*.  [084 


I cannot  reproach  myself  with  any  want  of 
zeal  for  the  public  service : hut  your  lordship*’ 
approbatiou  of  what  1 was  able  to  do  towards 
serving  my  queen  and  country,  give  me  uew 
life ; and  1 shall  endeavour,  in  all  my  future 
actions,  not  to  appear  unworthy  of  the  unme- 
rited favour  I have  received  to-day  from  this 
great  assembly.’’ 

Protests  on  the  Vote  in  Favour  of  the  Earl  of 
Peterborough's  Account. \ The  Protests  which 
many  oi  the  lords  entered,  were  as  follow  : 

“ January  9,17 10-1 1,  Resolved,  That  the  earl 
of  Peterborough  has  given  a very  faithful,  just, 
and  honourable  Account  of  the  Councils  of 
war  in  Valencia. 

44  January  1 1th,  1710-11.  To  the  questions  for 
rejecting  the  Petitions  of  the  earl  of  Galway 
aud  lord  Ty  rawly : 

44  Dissentient’  Because,  that  when  a ques- 
tion was  stated  in  the  House,  which  seemed  to 
us  to  import  a censure  on  the  conduct  of  the 
carl  of  Galway,  lord  Tyrawley,  and  general 
Stanhope,  the  two  Lords  being  now  in  town, 
should,  we  conceive,  have  been  heard  in  their 
defence,  before  the  quetion  pasted,  though 
they  had  Out  petitioned  to  put  in  their  answer* ; 
much  less  ought  i he  said  petitions  to  have  been 
rejected.  And,  we  think,  that  their  having 
been  before  examined,  only  as  to  what  they  re- 
membered concerning  the  Council  in  Valencia, 
(when  they  did  not  know  that  any,  much  lest 
what  censure  was  intended  upon  the  opinions 
given  at  that  Council)  is  not  sufficient  to  satis’y 
what  we  apprehend  to  he  the  rule  of  natural 
justice,  that  every  one  should  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  answering  for  themseh  e«,  at  least,  upon  , 
these  their  humble  petition'-,  before  what  we 
take  to  he  a public  censure  should  pass  upon 
them,  (digued,)  Bedford,  Halifax,  Leicester, 
Ashku;  nlmm,  Devonshire,  Uavcrsham,  Sunder- 
land, Whan  on,  Kent,  Lincoln,  Dorchester, 
Berkley,  Gilb.  Sarum,  It.  Peterborough,  Itock-  . 
inghutn,  Mohun,  Marlborough,  J.  Winter,  W. 
Carlisle,  Jo.  Lairlu'J,  Job.  Litchfield  and  Co- 
ventry, -Stamford,  Oribrd,  Somers,  Cowper,  W. 
Lincoln,  Scarborough,  W.  A-.apli,  J.  Bangor, 
Herbert,  Hcrvey,  Bridgewater,  Godolphin,  J. 
Ely,  C.  Norwich,  Dorset.” 

Then  it  beiug  moved,  That  tlic  earl  of  Gal- 
way and  lord  Tyrawley  (if  without)  might  be 
called  ;n  and  heard,  it  w as  ordered  accordingly  ; 
and  they  not  being  present,  the  House,  accord- 
ing to  older,  was  adjourned  during  pleasure, 
and  put  into  u Committee  to  take  into  farther 
consideration  the  present  Stale  of  the  War  in 
Spain. 

After  long  time  spent  therein,  the  House 
was  resumed,  and  the  earl  of  Abingdon  report- 
ed, That  the  Committee  had  come  to  the  fol- 
lowing Resolution,  viz.  *'  That  the  earl  of  Gal- 
way, lord  Tyrawley,  and  general  Stanhope,  in- 
sisting at  u Conference  held  at  Valencia,  some 
time  in  January,  1706-7,  in  the  presence  of  the 
king  of  Spain,  and  the  queen’s  name  being  used 
in  maintenance  of  their  opinion,  for  an  offen- 
sive war,  contrary  to  the  king  of  Spain’s  opi- 
nion, and  that  of  all  the  general  officers  and 


public  ministers,  except  the  marquis  das  Minas ; 
and  the  opinion  of  the  earl  of  Galway,  lord 
Tyrawley,  and  general  Stanhope,  Uiug  pursued 
in  the  operations  of  the  following  Cam jjaiga, 
was  the  unhappy  occasion  of  the  battle  of  Al- 
manza, and  one  great  cause  of  our  nusfortuBts 
in  Spain,  and  of  the  disappointment  of  the  duke 
of  Savoy’s  expedition  before  Toulon,  concerted 
with  her  majesty.”  And  the  quetlioQ  being 
put,  That  the  House  agree  with  the  Committee 
in  the  said  Resolution  ? It  was  resolved  m ibe 
affirmative. 

“ Dissentient’  1.  Because  we  conceive,  that 
the  proofs  which  have  been  before  the  House 
were  not  sufficient  to  warrant  the  facts  as  they 
were  stated  in  the  question.  2.  Because  we 
conceive,  that  the  said  proof*  do  not  support 
the  consequences  drawn  from  the  facts  state! 
in  the  question  ; especially  the  disappoint  meat 
of  the  expedition  against  Toulon,  which  (as 
we  humbly  apprehend)  w as  clearly  occasioned 
by  other  causes,  and  not  by  the  cause  n**tgued 
in  the  question.  3.  Because  we  conceive,  s 
| may  he  of  dangerous  c m*equence,  it  those  »i# 

; may  hive  the  honour  to  serve  the  queen  n 
I Spam,  should  from  hence  have  reason  to  apprt- 
! h£tid,  that  they  may  be  closured  lot  premia. mg 
! to  insist  oil  such.  opinions,  us  shall  appear  fc> 

J them  to  he  most  for  the  queen’s  service,  aud 
j the  common  cau*e,  if  contrary  to  the  Wu*g  of 
j Spam,  and  his  ministers.” 

The  same  Lords  ftuusciibtd  to  these  Reasons, 
l a*  to  that  of-rejectmg  the  Petition* 

January  12.  The  House,  ■«  coming  to  order, 
'us  adjourned  during  pleasure , and  pul  into  a 
Cuingiittee  to  take  into  farther  consideration 
the  preseut  State  of  t.  e War  in  Spam:  After 
a long  time  spent,  the  House  was  resumed,  and 
toe  earl  of  Abingdon  reported,  that  the  Co®* 
miltce  had  come  to  the  following  Rcsolunoas, 
viz.  “ 1st,  That  it  appears  by  the  earl  of  Suo- 
derland’s  Letter,  that  (fie  carrying  on  the  «xr 
offensively  in  Spurn,  was  approved,  and  direct- 
ed by  the  ministers,  notwithstanding  thedesffA 
of  attempting  Toulon,  winch  the  nnm>iet\*t 
that  time,  knew  was  concerted  with  the  dule 
of  Savoy,  and  therefore  are  justly  to  be  bixnfcd 
for  contributing  to  all  our  misfortunes  in  Spa*, 
and  to  the  disappointment  of  the  expedite* 
against  Toulon.  2dly,  That  the  earl  of  Peer- 
borough,  during  the  time  he  had  ibe  honour  at 
commanding  the  army  in  Spain,  did  permits 
many  great  and  eminent  services  ; and  if 
opinion  he  gave  in  the  Council  of  War  at  Va- 
lencia hud  been  followed,  it  might,  verv  proka* 
bly,  have  prevented  the  misfortunes  that  lu* 
happened  since  in  Spain.”  Then  the  first  Ik* 
solution  being  read  by  the  clerk,  the  yW* 
was  put,  That  the  House  do  agree  with  d* 
Committee  in  this  Resolution  ? It  was  resold 
in  the  Affirmative. 

“ Dissentient’  Because  that,  considering  tka 
army  of  the  allies  in  ^pain  was  torecenew 
great  ail  addition  of  troops  by  the  supply 
under  the  earl  Rivers,  the  general  desire  ^ 
expectation  of  the  kingdom  to  have  the  *** 
brought  to  a speedy  conclusion,  and  all 
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rcumstances  of  the  war,  as  it  tlien  stood ; we 
•e  of  opinion,  that  an  offensive  war  was  then 
test  for  those  in  her  majesty’s  service  to  ad- 
se ; and  we  do  not  find  reason,  by  any  thing 
isiog  on  the  examinations  and  debutes,  to  be 
another  opinion  ; (he  occnsion  of  fighting 
ie  battle  of  Almanza,  depending,  as  we  con- 
nive, on  c a ilses  subsequent  to  that  advice  ; the 
l success  of  it,  as  we  apprehend,  being  justly 
tnhuted  to  other  manifest  reasons,  and  the 
lal  design  on  Toulon,  as  finally  adjusted  with 
ie  duke  of  Savoy,  n it  requiring,  as  appears  to 
l,  the  assistance  of  any  forces  from  Spain, 
agin d)  Devonshire,  Kent,  Lincoln,  Wharton, 
wdolp'iin,  Glib.  Sarutn,  Somers,  Jo.  Litcli- 
eld  and  Coventry,  W.  Asaph,  Dorset,  Jon. 
Vinton,  Sunderland,  Bolton,  Bedford,  Leices- 
tr,  Stamford,  Rockingham,  Scarborough,  J. 
Uy,  W.  Lincoln,  Jo.  LandufT,  llcrvey,  Rich, 
’tetriburg.  J.  Bangor,  Marlborough,  Dorches- 
tr,  Or  ford,  Herbert,  Mohun,  Cowper,  Ash- 
•urnham,  C.  Norwich,  Bridgewater,  De>*by, 
Wlisle,  Berkeley.” 

The  Earl  of  Galway's  Reply,  or  Observa- 
tions upon  the  Earl  of  Peterborovgu’s 
AxavikS  to  the  five  Questions  pra- 
p <**ed  to  his  Lordship  by  the  Lords,  are 
Us  follows : 

M Your  lordships  having  been  pleased  to  allow 
me  a copy  of  u!i  such  Papers  as  have  been  produ- 
ced, to  prove  the  truth  of  the  earl  of  Peterbo- 
rough's Answers  to  the  5 Questions  that  were  pro- 
posed to  him  l>v  this  honourable  H u*e,  toge- 
ther with  a copy  of  those  Questions  and  An- 
swers, with  leave  to  tins  .'< v to  any  such  part 
thereof  as  I might  c > elve  myself  to  be  con 
cerned  in,  and  have  not  already  sufficiently  ex- 
plained in  my  Narrative,  I do  take  the  liberty 
of  observ  ing  to  your  lordships,  that, 
u The  earl  of  Peterborough,  to  the  first 
Question,  is  pleased  to  say,  * The  management 
* of  the  War  in  Spain,  when  under  the  conduct 
4 of  other  generals,  was  not  only  supported  with 
‘ treat  numbers  of  men,  and  vast  sums  of 
1 money,  but  also  with  notorious  fids-  hoods, 

4 published  in  their  favour,  to  excuse  their  re- 
‘ peated  disgraces.'  Whereas  his  lordship  can- 
sat  bot  remember,  that  when  he  sailed  from 
Portugal  with  the  king  of  Spain  to  Barcelona, 
left  only  one  regiment  of  horse,  and  5 of 
root,  under  my  command  in  that  country;  I 
have  voluntarily  offered  him,  and  he  has  freely 
accepted  of  two  regiments  of  dragoons  from 
Portugal,  and  four  battalions  of  foot  from 
Gibraltar,  which  I had  sent  to  the  defence  of 
that  pi  ace. — I declare,  I never  traduced  the 
said  Earl's  conduct,  either  by  letters  or  other- 
yise,  though  it  seems  the  queen  had  been  fully 
into- med  thereof,  particularly  ill  regard  to  the 
Misunderstanding  between  his  lordship  and 
tifckint  of  Spain,  to  which  his  catholic  majesty 
attributed  Ins  delays  in  marching  to  his 
capital. as  moy  appear  by  count  Gftllas's  Memo- 
n*l,  loopy  w hereof  lies  on  your  lordships’  table. 
H is  well  known,  the  first  disgrace  t but  ever 
happened  to  us  m Spain,  was  occasioned  by 
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his  lordship's  not  joining  us  in  time  at  Madrid  ; 
and  all  the  misfortunes  that  attended  us  after- 
wards, were  owing  to  that  neglect. 

“ His  lordship  is  pleased  to  say  farther  in  his 
Answer  to  the  same  question,  4 That  to  excuse 

* the  fatal  battle  of  Almanza,  a king  was  to  be 
4 used  at  that  rate,  as  to  have  it,  in  an  account, 

* printed  by  authoriiy,  declared,  that  he  took 
4 numbers  amounting  to  4 or  5,000  men,  from 
4 a battle  to  be  fought  for  his  crown,  the  very 

* regiments  of  horse  and  foot  mentioned  by 
4 name  : Whereas  it  is  notoriously  known  to 
4 the  whole  world,  that  he  t6ok  only  about  200 
4 miserable  Spanish  dragoons  ; and  that  of  rhe 
4 regiments  mentioned  to  he  taken  away  from 

* the  English  general  in  Valencia,  some  of  theta 
4 were  never  in  being  : others  were  regiments 
4 of  trained  bauds  in  Barcelona  ; and  none  of 
4 them  within  250  tnilesof  that  place.*  Where- 
upon 1 beg  leave  to  observe,  That,  notwithstand- 
ing the  Earl's  reflection  on  that  Paper  published 
by  anthority,  the  account  therein  printed  is  so 
far  from  having  h-  en  exaggerated,  that  there 
were  actually  some  battalions  of  rejoin*  troops 
absent  in  Catalonia,  besides  tho?e  mentioned  in 
the  Gazette,  June  1707  ; and  several  officers 
who  were  at  Almanza  can  depose,  that  there 
was  not  one  Spanish  corps,  either  horse,  foot, 
or  drappons,  on  our  side,  at  that  battle. — If 
part  of  the  king’s  forces  were  at  250  miles  dis- 
tance, that  may  be  a reason  why  they  could  not 
he  at  the  battle  ; but  none  can  be  given  for 
their  -being  at  that  distance,  except  in  the  case 
of  some  few  garrisons,  which  might,  indeed, 
have  been  necess:  ry  but  could  not  ri  quire 
above  6 or  7 battalions,  whilst  the  army. was 
then  in  the  field  ; whereas  his  catholic  inaje-ty 
had,  at  that  time,  in  his  own  pay  in  Spurn, 
above  0,000  men,  besides  the  Dutch  and  Eng- 
lish that  were  in  Arragon  and  Catalonia.  And 
those  fegiments  which  the  Earl  ispleestdto 
call  trained  bands,  because  they  bore  the  name 
of  some  particular  town  or  province  that  raised 
or  subsisted  them,  are  no  more  so,  than  the 
regiments  of  Picardy  and  Burgundy  in  France, 
though  newly  raised. 

44  In  his  lordship’s  Answer  to  the  second  Ques- 
tion lie  is  pleased  to  aver, 4 That,  from  the  time 
4 the  earl  of  Galway  came  first  into  Spain  as  far  as 
4 Almnras.and  thence  returned  back  to  Portugal, 
4 the  earl  of  Peterborough  had  no  advices  from 
4 the  earl  of  Galway,  no  account  of  the  motives 
4 of  that  retreat,  or  any  hopes  given  him  of  the 
4 return  of  the  Portuguese  into  Spain.*  What 
his  lordship  says  upon  this  occasion  is  very  true, 
for  whilst  he  was  at  so  great  a distance,  be- 
sieged in  Barcelona,  and  the  duke  of  Berwick, 
with  a considerable  body  of  horse,  between  him 
and  u«,  it  was  to  no  purpose  to  think  *»f  sending 
dispatches  by  land;  neither  was  it  necessary  to 
inform  the  enemy  that  way,  that  the  Portuguese 
were  resolved  (ndlwiihstariding  the  repeated  in- 
stances of  the  foreign  generals  to  the  contrary} 
to  return  back  again  to  their  own  country,  affeg 
their  army  had  advanced  as  far  as  the  bridge 
of  Ahnams.  Bat  when  we  got  to  Madrid,  t 
immediately  sent  so  many  expresses  with  letter^ 
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both  to  the  earl  of  Peterborough,  and  the  king 
of  Spain,  that  it  was  morally  impossible  his 
lordship  could  have  been  ignorant,  above 
eight  days,  of  our  arrival  there : and  1 have 
since  been  assured,  by  the  inhabitants  of  Bar- 
celona, that  they  were  all  informed  of  it  by 
that  time ; from  whence  I must  conclude,  that 
bis  lordship’s  delays  in  joining  us  were  volun- 
tary, and  not  occasioned  by  want  of  in  tel  licence. 
I have  asserted  in  the  Narrative,  which  I deli- 
vered into  tins  most  honourable  House,  that  I 
do  verily  believe,  if  the  Portuguese  army  had 
been  joined  in  time  after  their  arrival  at  Ma- 
drid, by  the  forces  with  the  king  of  Spain,  and 
tinder  die  command  of  the  earl  of  Peterborough, 
we  might  have  been  able  to  have  driven  the 
duke  of  Anjou  out  of  Spain,  and  have  put  an 
end  to  an  expensive  war  : nor  was  this  my  opi- 
nion only,  but  that  of  all  the  world,  at  that 
time.  And  I find  his  lordship  thinks  it  so  far 
imports  him,  to  be  clear  of  this  imputation, 
that  lie  is  resolved  to  be  rid  of  it  at  any  rate. 
For  certainly,  nothing  less  than  an  apprehen- 
sion of  this  nature  pould  have  made  him  aver  a 
fact  so  improbable  as  that,  where,  in  Ins  farther 
answer  to  the  same  question,  he  says,  4 That 
4 he  received  no  letter,  no  message  from  the  carl 
4 of  Galway, — alter  his  second  entrance  into 
4 Spain ; nor  had  the  least  notice  of  hij^situa- 
4 tion,  circumstances  or  desigus,  till  he  saw  his 

* troops  retreating  from  the  enemy,  to  take  the 
4 strong  camp  of  Guadaiaxara.’ — Now  what 
could  be  the  design  of  bis  lordship's  marching 
to  Guadaiaxara,  with  so  small  a body  of  troops 
as  is  mentioned  in  iny  Narrative, unless  he  knew 
he  w as  to  meet  us  there  ? Besides,  his  lord- 
ship  forgets  that  be  came  not  to  Guadaiaxara 
till  some  days  after  the  Portuguese  had  been 
actually  encamped  there,  as  I cun  make  appear 
by  the  oath  of  several  officers ; and  consequent- 
ly, it  was  impossible  for  him  to  have  seen  us 
retreating  thither. — I believe  it  may  be  neces- 
sary, upou  this  occasion,  to  repeat,  that  when 
his  lordship  did  joiu  us,  he  brought  no  more 
English  troops  with  him,  than  one  regiment  of 
dragoons  and  a detachment  of  another,  though 
he  had  actually  at  that  time  uuder  his  com- 
mand in  Spain,  13  English  battalions,  and 
four  reginu  nls  of  dragoons  ; as  likewise,  that  the 
officer,  who  (his  lordship  says)  passed  through 
his  quarters  with  letters  from  the  king  of  Spain, 
and  iioue  tor  him,  was  never  dedgned  to  have 
gone  within  several  h agues  of  his  lordship,  un- 
less he  had  been  obliged  to  it  by  a party  of  the 
enemy,  as  1 have  already  explained  more  at  ; 
large  in  my  Narrative;  and  i cannot  help  ob- 
serving, it  is  very  improbable  tii.it  officer  could 
have  occasion  to  apply  to  the  earl’s  secretary 
for  money,  because  1 gave  him  an  bundled 
pistoles  at  the  time  I dispatched  him. 

14  lu  his  lordship's  Answer  to  the  third  Ques- 
tion, he  is  pleased  to  say,  4 That  the  earl  of 
4 Galway  continued  ubout  40  days  at  Madrid, 

4 without  making  any  endeavours  to  augment 
4 his  troops,  or  provide  any  magazines  for  the 
4 subsistauce  of  his  army;  that  meeting  the 

* enemy  unexpectedly,  and  retreating  to  the 


4 camp  of  Guadaiaxara,  the  troops  were  witboct 
4 provisions,  and  in  the  greatest  disorder.’  In 
reply  to  this  paragraph,  I do  affirm,  that  i he 
Portuguese  staid  no  longer  lime  at  Madrid, 
than  was  necessary  to  gel  the  king  prochunirt 
there,  which  did  not  exceed  ten  da  vs  ; then  ad- 
vanced as  far  os  Guadaiaxara,  about  60  mil« 
beyond  Madrid,  where  we  obliged  part  of  ti  e 
duke  of  Anjou’s  troops  to  repass  die  river; 
but  were  not  willing  to  engage  them,  at  a time 
when  he  had  reason  to  expect  we  should  litre 
been  joined  in  a few  days,  by  the  forces  with 
the  king  of  Spain,  and  earl  of  Peterborough, 
which  was  the  only  secure  method  left  us  to 
augment  our  troops;  for  it  would  have  been 
very  imprudent  to  have  attempted  to  form  corps 
of  the  Castiiiaus,  who  were  entirely  devoted 
to  tbe  duke  of  Anjou’s  interest.  But  all  the 
officers  of  the  army  know,  we  were  so  for  from 
wanting  provisions  ourselves,  that  we  sent  a 
convoy  of  0,000  loaves  to  meet  the  king  andtbi 
earl  of  Peterborough,  which,  by  their  delay  is 
not  advancing  fast  enough,  grew  mouldy  ; and 
was  afterwards  pillaged  hy  the  peasants.  Hu 
lordship's  information  of  our  want  of  intelli- 
gence of  the  enemy’s  motions,  and  of  our  disor- 
der upon  the  retreat,  are  as  great  mistakes  si 
the  former  ; for  the  occasion  of  our  odranno: 
to  Guadaiaxara  was  purely  to  post  ourselves 
in  such  a manner,  as  to  prevent  the  eneay 
from  marching  or  sending  detachments  to  m* 
tcrcept  the  king  of  Spain:  and  when  we  had 
reason  to  believe  him  out  of  danger,  wc  re- 
turned to  Guadaiaxara,  there  to  be  joined  by 
the  king,  and  earl  of  Peterborough;  nor  want 
possible  lor  his  lordship  to  have  seen  our  da- 
order  had  there  been  any,  trccause,  as  I bare 
already  observed,  he  came  not  to  Guadaiaxara 
! himself,  till  some  days  after  we  had  been  en- 
‘ camped  there. — Notwithstanding,  the  earl  of 
Peterborough  is  pleased  to  say,  * That  ** 
4 lost  5,000  men  in  the  retreat  to  Valencia, 
4 without  a blow,  and  entirely  ruined  our  whole 
4 cavalry.'  'Tis  certain,  our  loss  upon  that 
occasion,  was  not  very  considerable,  if  any, 
and  the  retreat  made  in  so  good,  order,  that 
the  enemy  (superior  as  they  were  in  number) 
never  durst  venture  to  attack  us,  after  the  wain 
reception  twenty  two  of  their  squadrons  tun 
with  from  two  battalions  under  the  command 
of  colonel  Wade,  in  the  town  of  Villa-No**, 
notwithstanding  we  were  obliged  to  cross 
plains  and  rivers  in  their  view. 

“ And  though  ln»  lordship  avers  in  bis  Answer 
to  this  Question,  * That  this  retreat  was  made 
4 against  the  king’s  opinion,  nnd  that  of  all  his  of- 
1 fictrs  and  ministers :’  It  is  certain,  the  re treat 
was  concerted  and  ngrted  upon  in  a council  of 
war:  It  is  true,  some  persons  about  the  kir{ 
seemed,  at  first,  inclinable  to  have  taken  quar- 
ters in  Cusnle,  but  that  was  soon  after  fuucd 
impracticable;  for  none  of  those  Spaniards, 
who  were  best  acquainted  with  the  country, 
could  make  a disposition  of  quarters,  aliened* 
troops  could  be  secure;  and  therefore  it 
resolved  immediately  to  cross  the  Tagus,  bewr* 
the  approaching  rains  should  have  rendered  t-« 


>9]  PARL.  HISTORY,  9 Ann i,  1711. — The  Earl  of  Galway’s  Reply.  [990 


rds  impracticable ; which  being  done,  our 
;xt  design  was  to  have  lodged  ourselves  be- 
nd the  river  Xucar ; but  neither  could  this  be 
me,  without  taking  a small  town  with  a cas- 
i upon  that  river,  that  comninnded  a bridge, 
here  the  enemy  had  a garrison;  and  there- 
re  a disposition  was  made  for  attacking  this 
wn  : but  by  the  delay  of  the  king’s  generals 
« execution  of  this  matter  was  so  long  de- 
rred,  that  the  enemy  had  already  reinforced 
•eir  garrison,  and  were  advanced  so  near  us 
uh  a superior  force,  that  it  was  not  thought 
IvUeable  to  attempt  the  place.  Thus  the 
ily  resource  left  us  was  the  kingdom  of  Va- 
ucia,  whither  we  were  absolutely  to  retreat, 
lat  we  might  preserve  our  communication 
ith  the  seas,  and  canton  with  security. — Nor 
it  to  be  wondered  at,  that  count  Noyellcs,  in 
is  letter  to  the  earl  of  Peterborough,  should 
xm  dissatisfied  with  the  measures  that  were 
Jen  taken,  since  it  is  well  know  n,  that  general 
sed  underhand  to  ridicule  those  very  opinions, 
i councils  of  war,  to  which  he  had  given 
is  assent:  for,  being  disappointed  of  the  com- 
mand of  the  array,  (which  was  what  he  expect- 
d at  his  first  arrival)  he  seemed  resolved  that 

0 other  general  should  have  an  army  to  com- 
mand. It  is  very' notorious,  that  a Dutch  and 
’panish  battalion,  with  a detachment  of  Eng- 
:sh  and  Portuguese,  amounting  to  above  3,000 
oen,  were  sent  to  Cuenca,  and  thrown  away 
here  (after  it  had  been  resolved  to  retreat  to 
Valencia)  purely  to  satisfy  ht6  importunity ; for 

always  foresaw  it  would  he  impossible  to 
rotect  a garrison  at  that  distance  from  our 
juarters  ; but  what  is  still  more  extraordinary, 
he  sending  the  king's  troops  into  Arragon  with 
of  the  Dutch,  who  might  otherwise  have 
*en  at  tlx*  battle  of  Almanza,  was  another 
atal  effect  of  count  Noyelles's  advice. 

u In  the  earl  of  Peterborough's  Answer  to 
■lie  fourth  Question,  he  is  pleased  to  say,  ‘ That 
several  councils  of  war  were  held  in  the 
month  of  January  at  Valencia,  about  the 
time  that  intelligence  was  brought  that  the 
forces  under  the  earl  Rivers  were  entered  into 
the  Mediterranean,  in  order  to  adjust  the 
measures  for  the  ensuing  campaign  : that  the 
matters  therein  debated  were  principally, 
‘ whether  the  army  should  march  towards  Ma- 
‘ drid,  or  seek  the  enemy : In  the  debate,  the 
‘ earl  of  Peterborough  positively  assures,  that 
‘ die  earl  of  Galway,  Mr.  Stanhope,  and  the 

1 ^ Tyrawiey,  supported  those  measures  with 
1 Portuguese  general ; and  that  the  king, 
1 the  count  de  Noyelles,  the  Spanish  genera  s 
1 Mid  ministers,  with  himself,  argued  strongly 

against  those  measures,  ns  highly  dangerous 
‘ and  impracticable  ; and  this  in  repeated  coun- 
‘ oU  of  war,  till,  at  last,  the  earl  of  Peterbo- 
‘ mugh,  solicited  by  the  king  of  Spain  to  renew 
*1*  debate,  desired  the  king  that  he  would 
‘ onter  all  called  to  the  council,  to  bring  their 
t °Pm>ons  in  writing,  that  every  body's  opinion, 
^"d  reasons  for  that  opinion,  might  appear, 
( be  known  to  the  world;  which,  accord- 
ln*  the  king's  commands,  were  put  in 


* writing,  and  delivered  at  the  council.' — In 
reply  to  this  assertion,  I would  beg  leave  to 
appeal  to  your  lordships*  memories,  whether 
upon  the  first  mention  of  these  resolutions  in 
this  most  honourable  House,  the  earl  did  not 
as  positively  affirm,  * That  the  conclusive  coun- 

* cil  for  the  operations  of  the  ensuing  campaign 
‘ was  held  on  the  15lh  of  January,  and  whe- 

* ther  he  did  not  offer  to  depose  on  oath,  that 
1 in  that  very  council,  no  person  whatever  was 

* of  opinion  for  making  an  offensive  war,  and 
‘ against  dividing  the  troops,  but  the  lord  Ty- 
1 rawley,  Mr.  Stanhope,  and  1?*  Soon  after, 
indeed,  upon  farther  recollection,  he  was  pleas- 
ed to  add  the  marquis  das  Minas  to  our  num- 
ber; and,  I observe,  he  has  since  given  himself 
a much  larger  latitude,  both  as  to  the  time  of 
holding  that  council,  and  as  to  the  persons  who 
voted  for  an  offensive  war.  His  lordship  is 
now  so  far  fro®  confining  himself  to  a day,  that 
he  takes  in  the  whole  month,  and,  by  accusing 
us  more  modestly,  for  haviug  opposed  only  the 
king,  count  Noyelles,  himself,  and  the  Spanish 
generals  and  ministers,  leaves  half  the  council 
on  our  side,  for  supposing  all  the  Spanish 
generals  and  ministers  to  have  assisted  at  that 
council,  there  could  only  have  been  twelve 
persons  there,  viz.  prince  Lichtenstein,  count 
Oropeza,  count  Corsana,  count  Cardona,  count 
Noyelles,  my  lord  .Peterborough,  the  marquis 
das  Minas,  count  d*  Assumar,  ray  lord  Ty raw- 
ley,  Mr.  Stanhope,  M.  Freishman,  and  I.  The 
last  six  his  lordship  has  plainly  left  on  our  side; 
but  my  lord  Tyrawiey  positively  affirms,  count 
Oropeza  was  of  the  same  opinion,  and  believe* 
count  Corsana  was  so  too.  Thus,  taking  the 
matter  as  the  earl  of  Peterborough  is  pleased 
to  state  it,  we  had  an  equality;  and,  as  my  lord 
Tyrawiey  remembers,  the  greater  number,  of 
our  party. 

**  Perhaps  when  my  lord  Peterborough  con- 
tends so  positively  to  prove  that  council  of  the 
15th  of  January  conclusive,  he  was  led  into 
that  errar,  by  the  mistake  in  my  lord  Sunder- 
land's letter,  in  an  answer  to  one  of  Mr.  Stan- 
hope's of  January  the  15th;  but  he  has  since 
been  pleased  to  nliow,  that  the  council  of  the 
15th  was  not  conclusive,  and  that  many  more 
subsequent  councils  were  held,  which  deter- 
mined the  operations  of  the  ensuing  campaign, 
wherein  he  voted  himself  for  marching  to  Ma- 
drid, by  the  way  of  Arragon,  which,  I should 
have  imagined,  had  left  no  farther  room  to 
mentioo  our  opinions  of  the  25th;  but  because 
be  is  still  resolved  to  make  good  his  charge 
against  my  lord  Tyrawiey,  Mr.  Stanhope,  and 
me,  he  affirms  to  your  lordships,  That  the  oc- 
casion of  that  change  in  the  subsequent  council 
was,  because  the  opinion  of  the  majority  had 
been  over-ruled  by  a minister  of  her  majesty, 
assuring,  that  the  queen  had  given  him  orders 
to  declare  in  her  name,  that  her  positive  or- 
ders were,  tiiat  they  should  seek  the  enemy, 
march  to  Madrid,  and  not  divide  the  troops, 
upon  any  account  whatsoever. 

“ I must  confess,  1 do  not  conceive  that  it 
imports  me  much  to  reply  to  this  part  of  the 
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carl’s  answer,  nor  shall  I attempt  to  make  n 
defence  tor  an  absent  man;  tor  if  Mr.  Stanhope 
was  here,  I doubt  not  but  he  would  be  able 
sufficiently  to  justify  his  own  conduct  iu  this 
affair : yet  1 cannot  help  saying,  that  even  ma- 
lice itself  has  never  yet  suggested,  that  my  lord 
Tyrawley,  Mr.  Stauhope,  and  I,  did  not  act, 
on  that  occasion,  with  great  integrity,  accord- 
ing to  the  best  of  our  understandings;  nor 
(with  great  submission  to  this  most  honourable 
House)  shall  I ever  be  ashamed  to  own  an  opi- 
nion, which  was  then,  not  only  the  common 
sense  of  the  army,  hut  agreeable  to  the  desires 
and  interest  of  the  whole  kingdom  of  England. 
In  the  earl  of  Peterborough's  farther  Question, 
he  is  pleased  to  say,  4 That,  notwithstanding 
4 this,  the  earl  of  Galway  brought  the  army 
4 into  the  plains  of  Valencia,  the  direct  cou- 
4 trary  route  to  tlmt  of  Arragon,  and  into  all 
‘ those  dangers  which  lie  was  to  avoid,  by 
4 marching  by  the  head  of  the  Tagus.'  In  re- 
ply to  this  Answer,  1 shall  only  observe,  that 
1 had  not  the  command  of  that  army  (which 
consisted  of  three  separate  bodies,  English, 
Portuguese  and  Dutch)  but  the  marquis  das 
Minas,  from  whom  I always  receded  orders; 
and  the  battle  of  Almanza  was  fought  by  the 
unanimous  approbation  of  a council  of  war; 
nor  could  the  resolutions  of  that  counail  have 
ever  been  executed,  had  there  been  the  least 
difference  iu  opinion,  because  each  commander 
of  a separate  corps  might  have  refused  to 
marclu — For  the  occasion  of  our  moving  to- 
wards Almanza,  I must  beg  leave  to  refer  to 
my  Narrative,  where  1 have  mentioned  more 
at  large,  that,  in  order  to  execute  the  resolu- 
tions of  those  councils  of  war,  where  it  was 
agreed,  we  should  march  to  Madrid  by  the 
way  of  Arragou,  but  fir&t  to  destroy  the  ene- 
my’s magazines  on  the  frontiers  of  Valencia, 
I went  with  the  marquis  das  Minas,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  April,  to  Yecla,  where  the  enemy’s 
chief  magazines  lay,  and  from  thence  to  Vil- 
len a,  where  we  had  ndvico  of  their  troops 
being  assembled  at  Alisanza,  upon  which  tlmt 
council  was  held,  wherein  the  battle  was  una- 
mously  resolved  on.  The  ear  1 of  Peterliorougb 
is  pleased  <o  add  a reason  for  his  opinion, — 

* That  the  duke  of  Savoy  and  priuce  Eugene 
‘ had  declared  their  sentiments  for  a defensive 

* war  at  that  time  in  Spain,and  had  communi- 

* cated  their  thoughts  to  Charles  3,  upon  tlmt 

* subject,  to  the  certain  knowledge  of  the  earl 
‘ of  Peterborough,  as  lie  can  make -appear  by 
4 authentic  papers  from  tl»e  king  of  Spain.’ — I 
stall  not  take  upon  roo  to  deny  a matter  of 
fact,  which  his  lordship  so  positively  affirms, 
but  I have  been  credibly  informed  that  the 
duke  of  Marlborough  and  my  lord  Godolphiu, 
did  both  of  them  assure  this  most  honourable 
House,  that  the  true  project  against  Toulon 
was  uot  concerted  by  the  earl  of  Peterborough, 
prince  Eugene,  and  the  duke  of  Savoy  ; but 
first  set  on  foot  by  the  duke  of  Marlborough 
with  count  Maflfey  in  Flanders,  and  finished  m 
England,  with  the  counts  Maffey  and  Brian- 
900  y but  did  not  require  that  auy  troops 


should  be  sent  from  Spain,  nor  was  erer  con: 
municated  to  the  earl  of  Peterborough ; wVucts 
indeed,  his  lordship  seems  to  he  aware  of, 
he  says,  not  long  after,  that  the  project  agaius 
Toulon,  as  se  ttled  by  him,  had  been  so  alitrei, 
that  the  duke  of  Savoy  publicly  declared  ta 
dislike  of  engaging  in  it.  And  yet  it  is  mat 
certain,  that  Ins  royal  highness  did  encage 
an  attempt  against  Toulon,  pursuant  10  the 
project  concerted  in  England ; and  tboaih 
that  attempt  did  not  prove  entirely  success^!, 
it  had  n very  good  effect,  for  thereby  a great 
body  of  the  enemy’s  troops  were  diverted  froa 
acting  elsewhere  ; and  a considerable  damp 
was  done  to  the  fleet  and  magazines  of  France. 
— What  his  lordship  says,  concerning  a in- 
ject that  was  formed  for  the  taking  of  Origtd* 
before  the  opening  of  the  campaign,  is  very 
true  ; but  that  project  being  afterwards  loc*  0 
impracticable,  for  want  of  provisions,  and  tb* 
campaign  drawing  near,  the  eatl  Rivers > 
troops,  which  iiad  been  quartered,  after  tla* . 
landing  at  Alicant,  in  the  nearest  and 
commodious  towns  for  their  reception, 
ordered  to  remove  to  the  Ova  dc  CssUM 
two  short  days  march  from  the  places 
they  lay  before,  tlmt  the  enemy  might  not 
between  them  and  the  rest  of  our  quarters,  0 
surprize  us. 

**  in  the  earl’s  Answer  to  the  fifth  Question  < 
says,  * 1 lie  king  of  Spain,  when  the  wq* 
4 were  marching  into  Murcia  towards  the ent*1,  - 
4 assembled  a council  of  war  to  no  other  pn* 

4 pose,  but  to  send  by  the  hands  of  li is  Secret^' 

4 of  State  a Protest,  with  his  reasons  why  U 
4 would  not  march  with  the  army,  but  to 
* to  protect  his  subjects  in  Catalonia:  tl* 

4 tents  of  which  Protest  the  earl  very  wtd  :r 
4 members,  having  had  a copy  of  it  by  the  ki|* 
4 order.'  Ills  lordship's  memory,  as  posit  * / 
he  is,  must  have  failed  him  extremely  w d*' 
matter,  for  the  army  never  did  march  i,n 
Murcia,  nor  any  part  of  it,  except  a det*  “ 
rnent  of  the  troops  under  his  lonisfep*  aXLU 
nut nd  which  returned  from  thence  with  very  d 
success ; and  whatever  he  may  aver  to 
been  the  reason  of  the  king  of  Spain’s  leav r»g  i 
the  army,  and  going  to  Catalonia,  it  i*  certa^- 
his  journey  thither  was  fixed  long  before  tk 
army  assembled,  for  110  other  reason  that 
yet  heard  of,  but  because  he  had  a mind  to  re 
dress  some  disorders  there ; and  ha 
always  promised  to  be  back  again  by  the  **•* 
our  army  should  he  ready  to  take  the 
And  it  is  notoriously  known  that  the 
for  that  journey  were  thought  so  ina«ftcK**» 
that  not  only  all  the  foreign  generals  and 
nisters,  hut  even  tie  city  and  kingdom  d 
Valencia,  by  their  deputies,  protested  asai®*11* 

44  As  to  what  the  e.irl  of  Peterborough  a 
pleased  to  say,  concerning  those*  ms t nun**0 
which  he  lias  to  produce,  as  proofs  ol  the  bi? 
of  Spain's  having  been  over- ruled  on  nuti***' 
casions,  in  what  he  proposed  for  the  public  *?:- 
vice — I can  only  reply,  that  1 do  not  remeiowr 
to  have  seen  any  of  those  proofs,  except  a ktt** 
of  the  king  of  Spain  to  his  lordship,  pkere  ki 
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majesty  observes  that  the  English,  Portuguese 
and  Dutch  generals  had  refused  him  men  to 
send  to  Majorca  in  councils  of  war  held  on  the 
17 1 h and  19th  of  January;  from  whence  I 
hope,  I may  reasonably  infer,  the  great  proba- 
bility of  those  generals  having  been  of  opiumn, 
but  two  days  before,  against  dividing  the  troops ; 
And  I must  soy,  my  behaviour  to  the  king  of 
Spam,  whilst  1 had  the  honour  to  serve  under 
him,  was  such  that  he  never  hud  occasion  to 
complain  against  me,  by  his  ministers  to  the 
queen,  as  he  did  most  htrenunuslv,  by  the  count 
de  Dallas,  against  the  earl  of  Peterborough. 

Galway.’' 

Question  put  to  Lord  Gulu  ay,  Why  hr  pave 
the  right  to  the  Portuguese  in  Spurn  Y J It  was 
generally  believed  that  the  Lords  would  have 
been  contented,  with  having  passed  u slight 
occasional  censure  on  the  carl  of  Galway; 
which  seemed  the  more  probable,  because  the 
most  considerable  peers,  of  both  parties,  had 
spoken  very  honourably  of  him  in  the  fore- 
mentioned  debates:  But  on  Friday  the  17th  of 
January,  he  was  summoned  to  attend  their 
lordship*  the  Monday  following.  My  lord  Qal- 
way  being  then  indisposed  with  a rheumatism 
and  the  gout,  and  therefore'  unable  to  obey 
that  order;  t lie  Lords  sent  him  a Question  in 
writing,  viz.  Why,  whilst  he  commanded  the 
British  forces  in  Spain,  he  gave  the  right  to 
the  Portuguese?  To  this  the  earl  of  Galway 
sent  an  answer,  importing,  * That  by  the  Treaty 
with  Portugal,  the  troops  of  that  crown  were 
to  have  the  right  in  their  own  country;  and 
that  iii  order  to  engage  them  to  march  to  Ma- 
drid he  was  obliged  to  allow  them  the  same  ho- 
nour; for  otherwise,  they  would  never  have 
stirred  out  of  Portugal.* 

Hit  Conduct  therein  voted  dishonourable  to 
the  British  Nation.]  Though  this  reason  seem- 
ed very  plausible  ; and  it  is  certain,  that  if  tlie 
Portuguese  had  not  marched  into  Castile,  upon 
my  lord  Galway’s  refusing  to  give  them  the 
right  in  Spuio,  his  lordship  would  certainly 
have  been  generally  reflected  on,  for  losing  the 
vast  benefit  that  was  reasonably  expected  from 
the  conjunction  of  the  Portuguese,  with  king 
Charles's  forces,  on  a punctilio  of  military  ho- 
nour ; yet,  (perhaps,  lest  such  a condescension 
should  be  drawn  into  a precedent)  the  Lords 
thought  fit  to  resolve,  by  a majority  of  64  voices 
against  44,  **  That  the  earl  of  Galway,  in 
yielding  the  post  of  her  majesty’s  troops  to  the 
Portuguese  in  Spain,  acted  contrary  to  the  ho- 
nour of  the  imperial  crown  of  Great  Britain.** 
The  Lords  enquire  into  the  Number  of  ef- 
fective Men  in  Spain,  at  the  time  of  the  Battle 
of  Abnama.]  Jan.  31.  The  Lords  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  State  of  the  Nation,  in  re- 
lation to  the  affairs  of  Spain  ; and  debated, 
why  there  were  but  about  13,700  effective  men 
at  the  Battle  of  Almanza,  when  the  parliament 
had  provided  for  about  20,000 : After  which, 
their  lordships  appointed  a Committee  to  en- 
quire into  that  matter.  It  is  observable,  that 
in  this  debate,  no  manner  of  fault  was  found 
rou  vi. 


with  my  lord  Galway;  and  that  the  whole 
blame  was  laid  on  the  late  imnistiy. 

Protest  on  the  Vote  concerning  two  Regiments 
on  the  Spanish  Establishment.)  Feb.  3.  Upon 
rep  *ri  Iruin  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Bouse 
appointed  to  take  into  f.irther  coasi  ieratiou 
the  present  State  of  the  Wur  in  Spain,  that  lhey 
had  come  to  this  Resolution,  viz..  “ That  (he 
two  regiments  upon  the  Spanish  e>tabli»iu'neot9 
twice  demanded,  and  provided  tor  by  parlia- 
ment, were  not  supplied  ns  tliey  ought  to  have 
been.’’  And  the  same  being  read,  the  ques- 
tion was  pul.  Whether  to  agree  with  the  Com- 
mittee in  this  resolution?  It  wus  resolved  m the 
affirmative.  Contents  62  ; Not  Contents  46. 
u Dissentient' 

“ Because  the  Estimates  in  which  the  two 
regiments  of  Hill  mid  Botham  were  twice  de- 
manded, were  agreed  to  by  parliament  lor  the 
service  of  Portugal,  as  well  as  of  Spain  : and 
that  mistake  could  not,  in  our  opinion,  have 
been  more  effectually  or  sooner  supplied  than 
from  Ireland,  aud  in  the  manuer  they  we.  e; 
for  it  appears  to  us,  the  said  Estimate  s were  not 
agreed  till  the  1 1th  of  January,  1706  7. — 1 hat 
the  necessary  ord<  r for  transporting  four  other 
regiments  from  Ireland  to  Portugal  weie  issued 
on  the  8th  of  February  next  following;  and 
that  the  money  provided  for  the  said  two  regi- 
ments, twice  reckoned,  was  applied  to  the 
payment  of  the  said  four  regiments  from  the 
time  of  their  embarkation.  (Signed)  Devon- 
shire, Ashbmnham,  Jo.  Ely,  Jo.  Landuff,  Go- 
dolphin,  T.  Wharton,  Sunderland,  Rich.  Petri* 
burg’,  Herbert,  Scarborough,  Rochester,  J. 
Bridgwater,  Kent,  Jon.  Winton,  Jo.  Bungor, 
W.  Lincoln,  Rockingham,  Lincoln,  J.  Litcb. 
and  Cov’,  Stamford,  Pelham,  Bolton,  West- 
moreland, Somers,  Halifax,  Gi.  Sarum,  W. 
Carliol’,  Cholmoudeley,  Haversham,  lleney, 
C.  Norwich,  Or  ford,  Cornwallis,  Bedford,  Car- 
lisle, Cowper.** 

Protest  on  the  Vote  concerning  the  Deji~ 
cicncics  of  Men  on  the  satd  Establishment.] 
Then  another  Resolution  of  the  said  Com- 
mittee being  read,  viz.  “ That  by  not  supply- 
ing the  deficiencies  of  the  Men  given  by  parlia- 
ment for  the  war  in  Spain,  the  minuters  hove 
greatly  neglected  that  service,  which  was  of 
the  greatest  importance."  The  question  was 
put,  Whether  to  agree  with  the  committee  in 
the  said  Resolution  ? It  was  resolved  ui  the 
affirmative. 

“ Dissentient’ 

M Because  the  Resolution  on  the  former 
particular  is  not,  as  we  conceive,  a sutheient 
ground  for  this  general  vote ; and  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  having  declined  to 
give  any  opinion  on  the  other  particulars,  we 
think  it  unreasonable  to  proceed  to  a censure 
on  the  ministers  for  not  supplying  the  defi- 
ciency, without  first  resolving  ou  the  several 
particulars,  bow  far  that  deficiency  might  be 
justly  imputed  to  them. — And  we  are  ol  opi- 
nion, that  all  the  money  given  by  parliament, 
for  the  service  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  1ms  been 
timely  and  punctually  issued  for  that  service. 
3 S 
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The  rest  of  this  Protestation  was  expunged  by 
Ordtrof  the  9th  mutant,  und  is  not  legible. 
(Signet!)  Cornwallis,  JonnU  W in  ton,  Will. 
CarlioP,  Jo.  Lundaff,  Ashbarnham,  Herbert, 
Bolton,  Lincoln,  Rockingham,  T.  Wharton, 
Bedford,  J.  Bridgewater,  Jo.  Bangor,  Devon- 
shire, Ric.  Pctrihurg’,  W.  Asaph,  Godolphin, 
.Stamford,  Ilatershnni,  Dorchester,  Scarbo- 
rough, J.  Litch’  and  Cov',  Pelham,  Westmore- 
land, Gi.  Sarum,  Kent,  W.  Lincoln,  Somers, 
Cholraondelev,  Orford,  Cowper,  Carlisle,  Hali- 
fax, Harvey,  C.  Norwich,  Sunderland,  J.  Ely.” 
Representation  of  the  Lords  to  the  Queen  con- 
cerning the  State  of  the  War  in  Spain.]  Feb.  10. 
i u consequence  of  what  before  passed  in  the 
House,  relating  to  the  Affairs  of  Spain,  the 
following  Representation  of  the  Lords  was  this 
day  presented  to  her  majesty  : 

*4  1.  We,  your  majesty's  most  dutiful  and 
loyal  subjects,  the  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal 
in  parliament  assembled,  do,  with  ull  humility 
and  thankfulness,  acknowledge  vour  great 
goodness  and  condescension,  in  ordering  to  be 
laid  before  us  many  letters  and  papers  relating 
to  the  war  in  Spain,  by  which,  and  by  the  ex- 
amination of  divers  persons,  and  by  the  assist- 
ance of  the  earl  of  Peterborough,  who,  by  your 
majesty’s  permission,  informed  us,  with  great 
exactness,  of  many  particulars,  and  gave  us  a 
very  faithful,  just  and  honourable  account  of 
the  councils  of  war  held  in  Valencia,  we  have 
been  enabled  to  discover  some  of  those  many 
miscarriages  which  have  disappointed  the 
hopes  your  majesty,  and  all  Europe,  justly  con- 
ceived from  the  resolutions  of  your  parlia- 
ments ; and  had  they  been  pursued  with  as 
much  care  hy  those  whom  your  majesty  en- 
trusted, ns  they  were  taken  with  zeal  and  good 
affection,  the  success,  hy  the  blessing  of  God, 
might  have  answered  those  expectations. 

u 2.  When  we  consider  how  generously  your 
majesty  engaged  in  this  war  for  asserting  the 
Liberties  of  Europe,  and  the  rights  of  the 
House  of  Austria  to  the  Spanish  monarchy, 
which  had  been  wrested  from  them  by  the 
artifices  and  usurpations  of  the  French  king, 
when  u prince  of  that  illustrious  family  came 
fco-your  majesty  for  refuge  against  oppression, 
and  that  your  majesty  Imd  rcccired  him  into 
our  protection,  moved  thereunto  not  only 
y your  own  innate  goodness,  but  by  the  voice 
of  your  people  too,  who  were  ready  to  sacrifice 
their  lives  and  treasure  for  the  support  of  your 
majesty  in  rhe  defence  of  so  righteous  a cause ; 
and  when  we  further  consider  what  would  have 
been  the  happy  fruits  of  a successful  war  in 
Spam,  the  lionour  of  your  majesty,  the  safety, 
wealth,  and  prosperity  of  your  own  dominions, 
am!  the  lasting  pence  of  Europe  ; we  are  asto- 
nished to  find,  that  any  employed  by  your 
majesty  should  contribute  to  the  disappoint- 
ment of  so  glorious  a design,  or  so  much  as 
negfoct  to  promote  it. 

u 3.  We  were  extremely  surprized  to  find, 
by  all  the  accounts  now  before  us,  that  of  the 
29,395  men  given  by  parliament  for  the  sen  ice 
of  the  war  ui  Spain,  there  should  be  present 
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in  Spain,  at  the  time  of  the  battle  of  Almanza, 
only  13,759. 

44  4.  However  the  earl  of  Galway,  w ho  com- 
manded your  ma  jesty’s  troops  at  that  time  m 
Spain,  may  have  deseived  to  be  censured  in 
other  respects,  we  cannot  charge  him  with 
the  deficiency  of  1710  men,  twice  reckoned  in 
the  regiments  of  Hotham  and  llill : nor  of 
876  men  of  ford  Barrimore’s  regiment,  reduced 
by  the  earl  of  Peterborough,  and  was  then 
raising  in  England  : nor  of  1833  men,  allowed 
for  servants  of  the  officers  belouging  to  the 
regiments  actually  in  Spain,  and  not  reduced  at 
the  time  of  the  battle:  uor  of  151  of  the 
widows  men  for  all  the  regimeuts  in  Spam  at 
that  time  : nor  of  3741  men  of  the  regimeDti 
of  Farriugton,  Hamilton,  Mohun,  Brudencl, 
Allen  and  Toby  Caulfield,  that  were  reduced 
some  time  before  the  battle : nor  of  the  623 
uon-coininissioued  officers  and  private  men  of 
Bl osset’s  regiment  that  were  reduced  by  the 
earl  Rivers  and  incorporated  intoSybourgj*$. 

“ 5.  For  whntever  defects  there  have  been, 
these  are  most  of  them  justly  to  be  imputed, 
to  those  who  had  the  management  of  your  ma- 
jesty's affairs  here,  whose  duty  it  was  to  give 
the  necessary  orders,  and  to  require  the  due 
execution  of  them,  for  a service  which  the  nation 
had  so  much  at  heart,  as  the  recovering  Spain 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  French. 

44  6.  And  therefore,  whatever  the  reason* 
may  have  been,  for  reckoning  the  regiment* 
of  Hotham  and  llill  twice  in  the  estimate  pre- 
sented to  the  House  of  Commons;  yet,  since 
the  number  of  men  demanded  for  that  year's 
service  was  readily  agreed  to  by  them,  we 
could  not  but  be  of  opinion,  that  the  two  re- 
giments upon  the  Spanish  establishment  twice 
demanded,  and  provided  for  by  parliament, 
were  not  supplied  as  they  ought  to  have  been. 

41  7.  And,  upon  consideration  of  the  other 
deficiencies,  we  have  found  reason  to  resolve, 

* That,  by  not  supplying  the  deficiencies  of  the 
4 men  given  by  parliament  for  tbe  war  in  Spam, 

4 1 he  ministers  have  greatly  neglected  that  ser- 
4 vice,  which  was  of  the  greatest  importance.' 

44  8.  And  yet  negligence  and  the  profusion 
of  vast  sums  of  money  given  by  parliament  are 
uot  (he  only  faults  we  have  to  lay  before  your 
rrinjestv.  We  beg  leave  to  add,  that  unaccount- 
able advice  given  at  Valencia,  for  an  offensive 
war  at  that  time  in  Spain,  and  approved  of 
here,  notwithstanding  it  was  well  known  bow 
few  troops  we  had  in  Spain,  even  with  the  addi- 
tion of  those  sent  with  the  earl  Rivers;  and  the 
fatal  battle  of  Almanza,  that  ensued,  tbe  steps 
that  led  to  it,  and  the  sad  consequences  that  at- 
tended it.  under  which  we  still  labour. 

44  9.  The  earl  of  Galway,  lord  Tyrawly,  and 
general  Stanhope,  insisting,  in  a conference 
held  at  Valencia,  some  time  in  January  1706-7, 
in  the  presence  of  the  king  of  Spain,  and  your 
majesty's  name  being  used  in  maintenance  of 
their  opinion,  for  an  offensive  war,  contrary  to 
the  king  of  Spain's  opinion,  and  that  of  all 
the  general  officers  and  public  ministers  there 
(except  the  marquis  dus  Minas);  aud  that  op;- 
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nion  of  the  earl  of  Galway,  lord  Tyrawly,  and 
general  Stanhope,  being  pursued  in  the  opera- 
tions of  the  following  campaign,  was  the  un- 
happy occasion  of  the  battle  of  Almanza,  and 
one  great  cause  of  our  misfortunes  in  Spain, 
and  of  the  disappointments  of  the  duke  of  Sa- 
rny’s expedition  before  Toulon  concerted  with 
jour  majesty. 

“ JO.  And  it  appears,  by  the  earl  of  Sunder- 
land’s letters,  that  the  carrying  on  the  war  of- 
fensively in- Spain  was  approved  nnd  directed 
by  the  ministers,  notwithstanding  the  design  ol 
attempting  Toulon,  which  the  ministers  at  that 
time  knew  was  concerted  with  the  -duke  of 
Savoy;  and  therefore  are  justly  to  he  Uauicd 
for  contributing  to  all  our  misfortuue^  iu  Spain, 
and  to  the  disappointment  of  the  expedition ' 
against  Toulon. 

“11.  Before  we  conclude  this  humble  Ad- 
dress to  your  majesty,  we  think  ourselves  obliged 
to  acquaint  your  majesty,  that  as  the  earl  of 
Galway  has,  iu  yielding  the  post  of  your  ma- 
jesty’s troops  to  the  Portuguese  in  Spaiu,  i 
acted  contrary  to  the  honour  of  the  imperial 
crown  of  Great  Britain ; so  we  hud  ti*e  earl  of 
Peterborough,  during  the  time  he  had  the  ho- 
nour of  commanding  the  army  in  Spaiu,  did 
perform  many  great  and  eminent  services  ; and 
if  the  opiniou  he  gave  in  the  Council  of  War  at 
Valencia  had  bceu  followed,  it  might  very  pro- 
bably have  prevented  the  misfortunes  that  have 
since  happened  in  Spain. 

“ 12.  Having  laid  before  your  majesty  this 
faithful  Representation  of  the  mismanagements 
of  those  persons  entrusted  with  your  most  im- 
jwrtant  affairs,  and  to  whose  counsels  and  con- 
duct the  fatal  miscarriages  of  tbe  war  in  Spain 
are  in  great  measure  to  he  imputed  ; we  have 
an  entire  confidence,  that  your  majesty  will 
give  such  orders,  and  take  such  measures,  with 
wgard  to  our  present  circumstances,  as  may 
retrieve  the  bad  effects  of  that  unhappy  ma- 
nagement, to  the  advantage  of  the  common 
cause,  and  to  the  obtaining  a safe  and  honour- 
able peace.” 

The  Queens  Answer.]  Her  majesty  gave  this 
Answer : 

“ My  Lords ; I am  satisfied  with  the  Exami- 
nation you  have  had  into  the  Management  of 
the  War  in  Spain  ; and  thank  you  for  the  Re- 
presentation you  have  laid  before  me,  on  that 
subject. — You  may  be  confident,  1 will  give 
tbe  best  orders  our  present  circumstances  can 
allow  of,  to  put  the  affairs  of  that  kingdom  into 
a better  condition  ; and  take  such  measures  as 
may  most  effectually  contribute  to  the  advan- 
tage of  the  corn raon  cause.”* 


* M When  resolutions  arc  taken  up  before- 
hand, die  debating  concerning  tliera  is  only  a 
piece  of  form  used  to  come  at  *tbe  question 
*itb  some  decency  : and  there  was  so  little  of 
that  observed  at  this  time,  that  the  duke  of 
Boclinj»ham  said  in  plain  words,  thnt  they  had 

the  majority,  aod  would  make  use  of  it,  as  he 
had  observed  done  by  otliers,  when  they  had  it 
00  tbeir  side,  So,  though  no  examination  had 


Abuses  in  the  Victualling-Office  inquired  info.] 
January  3.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
(Mr.  Harley)  acquainted  the  Commons,  **  That 
on  Examinations  relating  to  the  Navy,  tnkeu 
before  the  Lords-Conimbsioners  of  the  Treasu- 
ry, some  very  considerable  Abuses  had  been 


[ been  made,  but  into  that  single  point  of  tiie 
numbers  at  Almanza,  they  came  to  a general 
Vote,  That  the  late  Ministry  had  been  negli- 
gent, in  the  Management  of  the  War  hi  Spain, 
to  the  great  prejudice  of  the  nation  ; und  they 
then  ordered  all  their  proceedings  nnd  votes  to 
be  put  in  an  Address,  nnd  laid  before  the  queeu : 
And  though  they  had  mnde  no  enquiry  into  the 
expence  of  that  war,  nor  into  the  application 
of  the  money,  given  by  the  parliament  for  it, 
yet  in  their  Address  lliey  mentioned  the  great 
profusion  of  money  iu  that  service.  This  they 
thought  would  touch  the  nation  very  sensibly; 
and  they  hoped  the  thing  would  be  .easily  be- 
lieved on  their  word.  Protests  were  made 
against  every  Vote,  in  the  whole  progress  of 
this  matter  : Some  of  these  carried  such  rejec- 
tions, on  the  Votes  of  the  House,  that  they 
were  expunged.  I never  saw  any  thing  carried 
on,  in  the  House  of  Lords,  so  little  to  their 
honour  as  this  was;  some,  who  voted  with  the 
rest,  seemed  ashamed  of  it : They  said,  some- 
what was  to  be  done,  to  justify  the  queen's 
change  of  the  miui>try ; and  every  thing  else- 
where had  been  so  well  conducted,  as  to  bo 
above  all  censure : So  the  misfortune  of  Al- 
manza, being  a visible  thing,  they  resolved  to 
lay  the  load  there.  The  management  of  the 
public  treasure  was  exact  nnd  unexceptionable: 
so  that  the  single  misfortune  of  the  whole  war 
was  to  he  magnified ; some  were  more  easily 
drawn  to  concur  in  these  Vole?,  because  by  the 
Act  of  Grace,  all  those,  who  had  been  con- 
cerned in  the  administration,  were  covered 
from  prosecution  and  punishmeut : So  this  was 
represented  to  some,  ns  a compliment  that 
would  be  very  acceptable  to  the  queen,  and  by 
which  no  person  could  be  hurt.  They  loaded 
singly  the  earl  of  Galway,  with  the  loss  of  tbe 
battle  of  Almanza,  though  it  was  resolved  on 
in  a Council  of  War,  and  lie  had  behaved  him- 
self in  it,  with  all  the  bravery  and  -conduct  that 
could  be  expected  from  a great  general,  nnd 
had  made  a good  retreat,  and  secured  Cata- 
lonia with  unexpressible  diligence.  They  also 
censured  him  for  not  insisting  on  the  point  of 
honour,  in  the  precedence  to  he  given  to  the 
English  troops,  as  soon  as  the  Portuguese  Army 
entered  into  Spain  : But,  by  our  treaty  with 
that  crown,  the  army  was  to  be  commanded  by 
a Portuguese  general  ; so  it  was  not  iu  his 
power  to  change  the -order  of  the  army  : If  he 
hud  made  the  least  struggle  about  it,  the  Por- 
tuguese, who  were  not  easily  prevailed  on  to 
enter  into  Spaiu,  would  have  gladly  enough  laid 
hold  of  any  occasion,  which  such  n dispute 
would  have  given  them,  and  have  lurned  back 
upon  it : And  so  by  Ins  insisting  on  such  a 
punctilio,  the  whole  design  would  have  been 
lost.  We  had  likewise,  iu  our  treaty  with 
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discovered  in  the  Victualling;  and  that  n Mem- 
ber ot  that  Hou«e  was  named  therein  upon 
which  the  Commons  resolved  to  present  an 
Address  to  the  Queen,  to  have  those  Examina- 
tions laid  before  them  : which  being  done  ac- 
cordingly, and  the  same  referred  to  a Com- 
mittee, Mr.  Kidge,  the  member  named  therein, 
desired  that  he  might  attend  that  Committee, 
to  make  his  innocency  appear  : of  which,  the 
consequence  will  he  seen  in  its  proper  place. 

Two  Lotteries.]  The  money  did  not  come 
into  the  treasury  so  readily  as  formerly,  nei- 
ther upon  the  act  of  4s.  in  the  pound,  nor  on 
the  duty  laid  on  Malt.  So  to  raise  a quick 
supply,  there  were  two  hills  passed,  for  raising 
three  millions  and  a half  by  two  lotteries;  the 
first  of  1 ,500,000  /.  and  the  second  of  2,000,000/. 
to  be  paid  back  in  32  years  ; and  for  a fund  to 
answer  this,  duties  were  laid  on  hops,  candles, 
leather,  cards  and  dice,  nnd  on  the  postage  on 
letters.  In  one  branch  of  this,  the  House  of 
Commons  seemed  to  break  in  upon  a rule,  that 
that  had  hitherto  passed  for  a sacred  one. 
When  the  duty  upon  leather  was  first  proposed 
it  was  rejected  by  a majority  ; and  so,  by  their 
usual  orders,  it  was  not  to  be  olfered  again  dur- 
ing that  session:  but,  after  a little  practice 
upon  some  members,  the  same  duty  was  pro- 
posed, with  this  variation,  thnt  skins  and  tan- 
ned hides  should  be  so  dinged;  this  was  lea- 
ther in  another  name.  The  Lotteries  were  soon 
filled  up;  so,  by  this  means,  money  came  into 
the  treasury;  and  indted  this  method  hn> 
never  yet  failed  of  raising  a speedy  supply.* 
There  was  no  more  nsked,  though  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  session,  the  House  had  voted  a 
million  more  than  these  bills  amounted  to ; 
which  made  some  conclude,  there  was  a secret 
negociation  and  prospect  of  pence. 

Inquiry  concerning  the  Palatine %.]  The  Com- 
mons, finding  the  encouragement  given  to  the 
Palatines  was  displeasing  to  the  people,  re- 
vived to  inquire  into  that  matter.  In  order 
to  this,  a Petition  whs  procured  from  the  inha- 
bitants of  St.  Olave,  and  other  parishes,  cotn- 
l*inin»  of  the  great  number  of  Palatines  iaha- 
iting  iu  one  house,  whereby  it  was  fearyd 
some  contagious  distejnper  might  happen,  and 

them,  yielded  expressly  the  point  of  the  flag  in 
those  seas,  for  which  done,  on  other  occasions, 
we  have  engaged  in  wars;  so  he  had  no  reason 
to  contest  a lesser  point : yet  n censure  was 
likewise  laid  on  this.  And  this  was  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  enquiries,  made  by  the  House  of 
Lords  this  session.*  Burnet. 

• Tindnl. — The  sclremeof  the  Lottery  was 
drawn  by  Mr.  John  Blount,  scrivener  of  Lon- 
don, who  was  employed  by  the  lords  of  the 
treasury;  which  Hein*  approved  was  inserted 
in  the  Lottery-bill.  When  it  wa9  advertised, 
on  the  10th  of  March,  tlmt  the  payments  would 
begin  to  be  taken  in  at  Mercers- bn  It  on  te  13th 
it  was  found,  that  about  266,000/.  had  been 
•ubscribed  at  the  bank  of  England,  above  the 
firs*  payment  of  the  whole  sum  of  one  million 
and  a half. 


having  not  wherewithal  to  subsist  themselves, 
were  likely  to  become  chargeable  to  theptr.sk. 
This  Petition  was  immediately  referred  to  the 
consideration  of  a committee,  appointed  fox 
that  purpose,  with  instructions  to  enquire, 
upon  what  invitations  or  encouragement  tbe 
Palatines  came  over,  and  what  monies  were 
expended  in  bringing  them  into  Grest-Briuin, 
and  for  maintaining  them  here,  and  by  whom 
paid.  As  the  design  was  now  formed  to  k»d 
the  late  administration  ail  that  was  possible,  it 
was  pretended,  that,  in  the  whole  affair  of  the 
Palatines,  there  was  a design  against  the  charch, 
and  to  increase  the  numbers  and  strength  of 
the  dissenters.  The  queen  was  addressed  tor 
the  papers  relating  to  the  bringing  over  and 
subsisting  the  Palatines;  and  at  last  the  House 
agreed  to  the  following  Resolutions  of  their 
committee,  “ That  the  inviting  and  bringiagover 
into  this  kingdom  the  poor  Palatines,  of  all ‘re- 
ligions, at  tiie  public  expence,  was  an  extrava- 
gant and  unreasonable  charge  to  the  kingdom, 
and  a scandalous  misapplication  of  the  public 
money,  tending  to  the  increase  and  oppression 
of  the  poor  of  this  kingdom,  and  of  daagenm 
consequence  to  the  constitution  in  charch  and 
state.  2.  That  whoever  advised  the  bnoging 
over  the  poor  Palatines  into  this  kingdom,  w:u 
an  enemy  to  the  queen  and  kingdom/  And 
because  a letter,  written  by  the  earl  of  Sunder- 
land in  the  queen's  name,  to  the  council  oi 
trade,  was  laid  before  them,  by  which  they 
were  ordered  to  consider  of  the  best  methods 
of  disposing  of  the  Palatines;  it  was  moved  to 
lay  the  load  of  that  matter  on  him  in  some  se- 
vere votes.  But  this  was  put  off  for  that  tune, 
and  afterwards,  by  several  adjournments  de- 
layed. till  at  last  it  was  let  fail.  • 

A Bill  to  repeal  the  Naturalization  Act  reject- 
ed fa  the  Lords.]  While  the  heat,  raised  by 
tins  enquiry,  was  kept  up,  the  Commons  passed 
a bill  to  repeal  the  act  tor  a general  Naturali- 
zation of  ult  Protestants,  which  had  passed  two 
years  before,  pretending  that  it  gave  tbeencoa- 
ragement  to  the  Palatines  to  coinc  over,  though 
none  of  them  had  made  use  of  that  act,  in  or- 
der to  their  Naturalization.  This  wav  sent  up 
to  the  Lords;  and  the  lord  Guernsey,  and  some 
others,  entertained  them  with  tragical  decla- 
mations on  the  subject ; yet,  upon  the  first  read- 
ing of  the  bill,  it  was  rejected,  to  the  great  joy 
of  all  the  foreign  Protestants.  It  is  remarka- 
ble if  the  bill  was  designed  to  prevent  tki 
French  refugees  from  enjoying  the  benefit  of  the 
Naturalization,  it  had  in  some  measure  a con- 
trary effect : for  whereas,  since  the  passing  of 
the  act  for  a general  Naturalization,  scarce 
1500 of  them  took  the  advantage  of  it;  abore 
2000  were  naturalized  after  the  motion  for 
repealing  it  was  made,  till  it  was  rejected  by 
the  Lords.  A bill  that  was  formerly  often  it* 
tempted,  for  disabling  members  of  the  House 
of  Commons  to  hold  places,  had  also  the  son# 
fnte.f 

Bill for  limiting  the  Number  of  Officers  in  tks 
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• Tindal. 
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Rouse  of  Commons.]  Jan.  20.  The  engrossed 
bill,  for  securing  the  Freedom  of  Parliaments, 
by  limiting  the  number  of  Officers  in  the  House 
of  Commons;  being  read  a third  time  in  that 
House,  and  the  question  put,  whether  it  should 
pass,  it  occasioned  a debate,  wherein  several 
members  in  the  court- interest,  endeavoured, 
by  many  arguments, to  shew  the  Inconveniency 
of  such  a bill,  especially  at  this  juncture;  but 
the  country  party  prevailing,  the  question  was 
carried  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  bill  seut  up  to 
the  Lords. 

Resolutions  concerning  the  Abuses  in  the  Vic - 
tualUng.)  Feb,  15.  The  Commons  took  into 
consideration  the  Report  from  the  committee 
appointed  to  enquire  into  the  Abuses  of  the  Vic- 
tualling; and  the  said  Report  being  read,  it  was 
unanimously  resolved,  “ That  it  appears  to  this 
House,  that,  in  the  management  of  her  majes- 
ty’s Brew-house,  as  well  os  in  the  Contracts 
for  furnishing  the  Nary  with  Beer,  there  have 
been  many  notorious  Irnbezzlernents,  and  scan- 
dalous Abuses,  to  the  defrauding  the  public  of 
great  sums  of  money,  to  the  injury  and  discou- 
ragement of  the  seamen  and  ordered,  “ That 
i be  Commissioners  of  Victualling  have  a copy 
of  the  said  Report.” 

Mr.  Ridge  expelled  the  House , and  an  Ad- 
dress voted  for  his  being  prosecuted  ] After 
this,  Mr.  Ridge  was  heard  in  his  place  to  the 
matter  of  the  Report  relating  to  him,  and  be- 
ing withdrawn,  it  was  resolved,  1.  “ That  it 
appears  to  this  House,  that  Thomas  Ridge, 
esq.  a member  of  this  House,  is  guilty  of  great 
Frauds  and  Abuses,  by  having  contracted  to 
furnish  5,513  tons  of  beer  upon  his  own  ac- 
count. and  2,704  of  beer  in  partnership  with 
Mr.  Dixon,  and  having  received  bills  tor  the 
whole,  although  lie  delivered  but  3,213  tons  the 
rirsr,  and  1,269  upon  the  latter  contract.  2.  That 
1 homos  Ridge,  esq.  be  for  tlie  said  frauds  ami 
abuses  expelled  this  House.  3.  That  an  hum- 
ble address  be  presented  to  her  majesty,  that 
ihe  will  be  pleased  to  give  direction  to  her  at- 
torney-general to  prosecute  the  said  Mr.  Ridge, 
hr  the  said  frauds  and  abuses*.” 


* “ However,  this  gentleman  was  not  pro-  j 
seated,  but  continued  to  serve  the  navy  as 
before;  for,  upon  examination,  it  appeared 
that  in  fact  the  public  suffered  no  wrong.  The  , 
;ase  atood  thus  : the  service  of  the  fleet  had  of 
wte  I Ain  for  the  most  part  in  the  Mediterra- 
nean, where  the  difference  of  climate  rendered 
he  beer  sent  from  hence  useless;  and  the  sea- 
men, being  not  able  to  drink  it  there,  required 
.vine  and  water,  which  is  ordinarily  used  on 
the  fhet  in  those  parrs.  But  as  the  vie- 
-uwiling-office  can,  in  their  accounts,  charge 
>eer  only,  it  was  Allowed  to  the  seamen  by  the 
to  take  money  of  the  brewer,  wherewith 
o boy  wine  in  the  Streights.  Thus,  though 
he  beer  was  not  delivered,  and  the  seamen 
trank  wine,  yet  the  nation  paid  for  no  inure 
Ivan  the  allowance  of  beer.  Many  oilier 
■ rewen  were  complained  of  on  the  same  ac- 
ount,  but  it  was  plain  this  was  only  a shew  of 
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Further  Resolutions  concerning  the  Frauds 
and  Abuses  in  the  Victualling.]  Feb.  22.  The 
Commissioners  of  the  Victualling  attending  the 
House  of  Commons,  according  to  order,  they 
were  called  in,  and  presented  to  the  House 
their  Representation  upon  the  Report  made  by 
the  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the 
Abuse  complained  of  in  the  Victualling:  which 
Representation  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the 
table  until  the  Report  of  the  said  Committee 
be  taken  into  consideration,  which  was  ap- 
pointed to  be  on  the  Tuesday  following.  Ac- 
cordingly, on  the  27th,  the  House  resumed  the 
farther  consideration  of  the  Report  from  the 
Committee,  appointed  to  enquire  into  the 
Abuses  of  the  Victualling,  and  came  to  the 
following  Resolutions:  1.  “ That  it  appears 

to  this  House,  Tbnt  Mr.  Dixon,  a brewer  at 
Portsmouth,  it  guilty  of  great  frauds  and  abuses, 
in  having  contracted  to  furnish  2,704  tons  of 
beer  for  the  Inst  year’s  service,  in  partnership 
with  Mr.  Ridge,  and  receiving  bills  for  the 
whole,  when  he  had  delivered  but  1,269  tons. 
2.  That  Mr.  Player,  another  brewer  at  Ports- 
mouth, is  guilty  of  great  frauds  and  abuses,  in 
having  contracted  to  furnish  7,724  tons  of  beer 
for  the  last  year’s  service,  and  receiving  bills 
for  the  whole,  when  he  had  delivered  but  4,164 
tons.  3.  That  Mr.  Uolfe,  a brewer  at  Har- 
wich, is  guilty  of  great  frauds  and  abuses,  in 
having  contracted  to  furnish  2,782  tons  of  beer 
for  the  last  year’s  service,  and  receiving  bdls 
for  the  whole,  when  he  had  delivered  but 
1,102  tons.  4.  That  Mr.  Best,  a brewer  at 
Chatham,  is  guilty  of  frauds  and  abuses,  - in 
having  contracted  to  furnish  455  tons  of  beer 
for  the  last  year’s  service,  and  receiving  hills 
for  the  whole,  when  lie  had  delivered  but  331 
tons.  5.  That  Mr.  Ty hurst,  a brewer  of  Ro- 
chester, is  guilty  of  great  frauds  nnd  abuses,  in 
having  contracted  to  furnish  883  tons  of  beer 
for  the  last  year’s  service,  nnd  receiving  bills 
for  the  whole,  when  he  had  delivered  but  126 
tons.  6.  That  Mr.  Kelley,  a brewer  of  Deal, 
is  guilty  of  great  frauds  nnd  abuses,  in  having 
contracted  to  furnish  1,424  tons  of  beer  for  the 
last  year’s  service,  nnd  receiving  hills  for  the 
whole,  when  he  had  delivered  hut  202  tons. 
7.  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  her  majesty,  that  she  will  be  pleased  to 
give  directions  to  her  attorney-general  to  pro- 
secute the  said  Mr.  Dixon,  Mr.  Player,  Mr. 
Rolfe,  Mr.  Best,  Mr.  Tvhurst,  and  Mr.  Kelley, 
for  the  said  frauds  and  abuses.  Tim:  captain 
Whitehall,  agent -victualler  at  Dover,  is  guilty 
of  a great  misdemeanour,  in  dispensing  with 
Mr.  Kelley’s  swearing  to  the  affidawt  for  deli- 
very of  beer,  and  in  being  privy  to  the  frauds 
and  abuse*  committed  by  tne  said  Mr.  Ktlley. 
9.  That  Mr.  Wilkins,  agent-victualler  »t  Ports- 
mouth, is  guilty  of  a great  misdemeanour,  in 

tenl,  and  a secrr.ing  discovery  of  fraudulent 
practices,  when  in  reality  there  was  no  such 
thing,  or  at  least  the  abuse  was  such,  that  it 
was  suffered  to  go  on  as  avowedly  as  ever* 
Tindal. 
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certifying  the  delivery  of  much  greater  quanti- 
lics  of  beer  tluin  were  delivered.  10.  Thut 
Stephen  Moxley,  servant  at  Harts-horn  brew- 
house,  is  amity  of  a great  crime,  in  being  privy 
to  the  embezzling  great  quantities  of  beer  and 
casks.  11.  That  Mr.  Hor&ington,  undcr-clerk 
at  the  Ilarts-horn  brew-house,  is  guilty  of  a 
great  misdemeanour,  in  giving  Mr.  Stibbs  a 
certificate  to  defraud  the  queen  of  25  tons  of 
beer.  12.  That  Noah  Overing,  master- brewer, 
Bernard  Goddard,  deceased,  late  clerk  of  the 
brew-house,  and  Thomas  James,  clerk  of  the 
check  at  the  Iiarts-horn  brew -house,  have  been 
guilty  of  very  great  misdemeanours,  in  signing 
certificates  for  great  quantities  of  malt  and 
bops,  which  were  neither  answerable  to  the 
sample,  nor  fit  for  use.” 

Then  the  Representation  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Victualling,  which  they  had  delivered 
in  upon  the  said  Report,  being  read,  it  was  like- 
wise Resolved,  13.  “ That  the  Commissioners 
for  the  Victualling  of  her  ipnjesty’s  Navy,  have 
been  guilty  of  great  negligence  and  remissness 
in  their  duty  ; and  that  the  loss  the  public  has 
sustained  by  the  many  frauds  and  abuses  that 
have  been  committed  in  the  victualling  of  her 
majesty’s  navy,  has  been  chiefly  occasioned  by 
a notorious  mismanagement  in  that  office.  14. 
That  the  said  frauds  and  abuses  have  been  one 
great  occasion  of  che  heavy  debt  that  lies  upon 
the  navy.  15.  That  the  persons  who  have 
been  instrumental  in  discovering  the  said  frauds 
and  abuses,  have  wi  11-deservea  her  majesty’s 
reward  and  encouragement.” 

After  which  it  was  ordered.  That  the  report 
from  the  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into 
the  Frauds  and  Abuses  committed  in  the  Vic- 
tualling her  majesty’s  Navy,  with  the  Resolu- 
tions and  Order  of  this  House  thereupon,  be 
printed. 

BiU  for  qualifying  Alembert  of  the  House  of 
Commons  passed  both  Houses .]  Feb.  10.  An 
engrossed  Bill  ‘ for  securing  the  Freedom  of 
Parliament,  by  the  further  qualifying  the 
members  to  sit  in  the  House  of  Commons,’ 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  several  amend- 
ments were  raadd,  by  the  House,  to  the  Bill  ; 
after  which  the  same  was  passed,  and  sent  up 
to  the  Lords,  who,  on  the  22d,  gave  their  con- 
currence to  it.® 


* The  design  of  this  hill  was  to  exclude 
courtiers,  military  meu,  ami  merchants,  from 
sitting  in  the  House  of  Commons,  in  hopes, 
that,  this  being  settled,  the  laud- interest  would 

be  the  prevailing  consideration  in  all  their  I 
consultations.  They  did  not  extend  these  qua- 
lifications to  Scotland ; it  being  pretended, 
that,  estates  there  being  generally  small,  it 
would  not  be  easy  to  find  men  so  qualified  ca- 
pable to  serve.  This  w*i$  thought  to  strike  at 
an  essential  part  of  our  constitution,  touching 
the  freedom  of  elections  : and  it  had  been,  as 
often  as  it  was  attempted,  opposed  by  the  mi- 
nistry, though  it  bad  a fair  appearance  of  se- 
curing liberty,  when  all  wa,  lodged  with  men 
of  estates:  yet  our  gentry  was  become  so  ig- 


Messnge  from  the  Convocation  relative  it 
the  want  of  Churches  in  London .]  March  1. 
The  Speaker  of  tlic  House  of  Common*  ac- 
quainted the  House,  That  there  had  been  aid 
him,  the  day  before,  in  t lie  e% cuing,  the  IV 
locutor  of  the  Lower  House  of  Convocation, 
with  Dr.  Stanhope,  dean  of  Canterbury ; l)r. 
Stanley,  archdeacon  of  Londou ; Dr.  Sml- 
ridge,  proctor  for  the  chapter  of  Litchfield: 
and  Dr.  Delaune,  proctor  for  Lite  diocese  « 
Oxford ; and  brought  him  an  Order  awi  t 
Message,  which  were  read,  and  are  as  follow, 
viz. 

4 Feb.  28,  1710.  It  was  ordered  by  tie 
‘ Lower  House  of  Convocation,  that  die  Pro* 

* locutor,  attended  by  Dr.  Stanhope,  dean  of 
‘ Canterbury ; Dr.  Stanley,  archdeacon  « 
4 London  ; Dr.  Smalridge,  proctor  for  the 

* chapter  of  Litchfield ; and  Dr.  Delaune,  proc- 

4 tor  for  the  diocese  of  Oxford,  should  wait 
4 upon  Mr.  Speaker  of  the  honourable  Home 
4 oi  Commons,  and  impart  him  the  foilo*iat 
4 Message,  agreed  to  by  live  said  House,  nea. 
4 con.  Tuo.  Roust,  Actotr’ 

Domus  Infer’  Convocahoois.’ 

4 Mr.  Speaker ; 

4 The  Low  er  House  of  Convocation  hut, 
4 with  great  satisfaction,  taken  notice  of  an  ie- 
4 struct  ion  given  by  the  honourable  House  of 
4 Commons  to  a Committee,  [appointed  to 
4 examine  a Petition  of  the  minister  and  churcfc- 
4 wardens  of  Greenwich,  praying  relief  ford* 
4 rebuilding  of  that  church]  to  consider  wUt 
4 churches  ore  wanting  within  the  cities  ot 
4 London  and  Westminster,  and  suburbs  there- 
4 of,  and  report  the  same  to  the  House.— It** 
4 in  our  thoughts  to  have  done  what  in  us  Ur 
4 towards  setting  forward  so  pious  ades«^; 
4 hut  we  are  clad  to  find  ourselves  happilv  pr** 
4 vented  by  the  zeal  of  that  honourable  lloosf, 
4 which,  at  the  time  that  they  placed  you  u» 
4 the  chair,  gave  us  an  earnest  of  their  eotut 
4 disposition,  to  do  every  thing  that  might  b? 
4 for  the  honour  and  advantage  of  the  church  ol 
4 England. — We  do,  in  the  name  of  the»hcili 
4 clergy  of  this  province,  return  our  unsnimo^ 
4 thanks  to  the  honourable  the  Common!,  for 
4 this  instance  of  the  affectionate  regard  tbr- 
4 have  shewn  to  the  welfare  of  the  establish^ 

* church,  and  the  common  interest  ot  religion 
4 — Mr.  Speaker;  I am  directed  by  the 

* .Clergy  of  the  Lower  House  of  Convocation, 
1 to  signify  their  readiness  to  promote  the  «ork 
4 now  in  view,  by  impaiting  such  light*  as  they 
4 are  able  to  afl'ord,  in  relation  to  ilie  extreme 
1 want  of  Churches,  in  uud  about  these  pop0* 

4 lout  cities,  under  which  we  ut  present  labo«r- 

4 Francis  Aiterburv,  Prolocaior. 


norant,  and  so  corrupt,  that  many  apprelicndei! 
the  ill  effects  of  this : aud  that  tlie  inter*#01 
trade,  which  indeed  supports  that  of  the  land, 
would  neither  be  understood  nor  regarded. 
But  the  new  ministers  resolved  to  be  popular 
with  those  who  promoted  it;  so  it  p*15*? 
and  was  much  magnified,  os  a main  part 01 
our  security  lor  the  future.”  Tiudal. 
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Resolutions  of  the  Commons  thereupon.] 
Hereupon,  the  Commons  resolved,  “ That  this 
House  will  receive  all  such  Informations,  ns 
shall  be  offered  to  them  from  the  Clergy  of  the 
Lower  House  of  Convocation,  with  relation  to 
►he  want  of  Churches  in  the  cities  of  London 
ind  Westminster,  and  suburbs  thereof.  2.  Tlutt 
ihis  House  will,  in  all  matters  immediately  re- 
nting to  Religion,  and  the  welfare  of  the 
established  Church,  have  a particular  regard  to 
toch  applications,  as  shall  at  any  time,  he 
Bade  to  them  from  the  Clergy  in  Convocation 
tssembled,  according  to  the  ancient  usage,  to- 
gether with  the  parliament.” 

The  Commons  inclined  to  a further  Resump- 
'ion  of  King  William's  Grants.]  The  same 
lay,  the  House,  being  somewhat  perplexed 
>ow  to  find  ways  and  means  to  raise  the  great 
Supply  granted  to  the  queen,  und,  at  the  same 
imemake  provision  for  the  deficient  Funds,  and 
utiunal  debts,  bethought  themselves  of  a fur- 
her  Resumption  of  king  William's  Grants; 
tod  ordered  a Bill  to  be  brought  in,  ‘ To.up- 
vmit  Commissioners  to  examine  the  value  of 
dl  lands  and  other  interests  granted  by  the 
Town,  since  the  13th  of  February,  1683-9,  and 
jpon  what  considerations  such  Grants  were 
node,  in  order  to  resume  the  same,  and  to 
tpply  them  to  the  use  of  the  public;'  and  Mr. 
Strangeway  s,  Mr.  Shippen,  and  Mr.  Lock- 
tart  were  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in 
hat  Bill. 

Address  of  both  Houses  concerning  Guiscnrd’s 
iltemptupon  Mr.  Harley  yal  the  Council  Tabic.] 
March  9.  The  Commons  resolved  to  present 
to  Address  to  the  Queen,  concerning  the  At- 
ernpt  * committed  on  the  person  of  Mr.  Har- 

*  “ In  the  House  of  Commons  there  sp- 
eared a new  combination  of  Tories  of  the 
ugheit  form,  who  thought  the  court  was  yet  in 
omc  management  with  the  Whigs,  and  did  not 
ome  up  to  their  height,  which  they  imputed 
« Mr.  Harley;  upon  which  account  they  he- 
reto form  themselves  in  opposition  to  him, 
*nd  expressed  their  jealousy  of  him  on  several 
cessions,  sometimes  publicly.  But  an  odd 
ccident,  that  had  almost  been  fatal,  proved 
iappy  to  him.  The  marquis  de  Guiscard 
Bjoyed  his  pay  as  colonel,  till  some  time  after 
be  battle  of  Almanza ; when  that  ceased,  he 
elicited  to  have  a settled  pension  in  the  time 
»f  the  late  ministry : but  his  intimacy  with 
*>me  persons,  who  had  been  removed  from 
heir  employments,  particularly  Mr.  St.  John, 
dth  whom  he  entered  into  a strict  confidence 
‘fld  community  of  pleasures,  did  not  at  all  pro- 
mote bis  affair.  When  Mr.  St.  John,  by  the 
Teat  change  at  court,  was  advanced  to  the  post 
,l  ?>ecretary  of  State,  the  marquis  expected  to 
we  found  a great  support  in  him.  But  as  all 
uendslups,  that  are  not  grounded  on  virtue, 
ir*  ever  short-lived,  the  secretary,  who  had 
ome  time  before  quarrelled  with  the  marquis 
d^mt  a mistress  or  rather  a child,  which  nei- 
her  of  them  would  own,  was  hardly  prevailed 


ley  ; which  being  immediately  drawn  up  and 
sent  to  the  Lords,  for  their  concurrence,  their 
lordships  readily  agreed  thereto.  However, 

with  to  speak  in  his  favour.  However,  upon 
his  faint  recommendation,  the  queen  ordered 
him  a pension  of  500/.  a year;  but  Mr.  Har- 
ley, who  never  liked  Guiscard,  not  only  re- 
duced his  pension  to  400/.,  but  declined  to 
have  it  put  upon  a fixed  establishment.  The 
marquis  endeavoured  several  times  to  ap- 
ply to  the  queen  for  redress ; but  being  de- 
nied acci >3,  and  highly  disgusted  with  the  usage 
he  received  from  those  very  persons,  whom  he 
had  looked  upon  as  his  intimate  friends,  he 
tried  to  make  his  peace  with  the  court  of 
France,  and,  in  order  to  that,  wrote  to  M. 
Moreau,  a banker  in  Paris.  His  letter  being 
directed  to  a person  in  Portugal,  under  the 
cover  of  the  earl  of  Portmore,  his  lordship, 
suspecting  something,  opened  one  of  the 
packets,  and,  finding  in  it  a dangerous  corres- 
pondence, sent  it  back  to  his  lady,  the  countess 
of  Dorchester,  who  delivered  it  to  Mr.  Harley  ; 
nnd  by  her  means  another  packet,  which 
Guiscard  would  have  transmitted  to  Portugal, 
was  intercepted.  Ii  was  pretended  by  some, 
that  those  letters  contained  only  loose  reflec- 
tions on  the  weakness  and  mean  capacity  of 
the  present  ministry  ; but,  whatever  was  the 
purport  of  them,  the  marquis  was,  on  the  8ih 
of  March,  apprehended  in  St.  James's  park  for 
high* treason,  by  virtue  of  a warrant  from  Mr. 
secretary  St.  John.  He  was  so  surprized  and 
disordered,  that  he  desired  the  messenger,  who 
disarmed  him,  to  kill  him ; and,  being  brought 
to  the  Cockpit  iu  the  height  of  despair,  he  took 
the  resolution  to  make  his  ruin  fatal  to  those 
who  occasioned  it;  and,  seeing  in  the  room 
where  he  was  confined,  a penknife,  which  lay 
among  pens  in  a stnndish,  he  took  it  up  unper- 
ceived by  the  messengers,  who  watched  him. 
A committee  of  council  being  summoned  on 
this  extraordinary  occasion,  and  the  lord-keeper 
Harcourt,  the  earl  of  Rochester,  the  dukes  of 
Buckingham,  Newcastle,  and  Ormond,  earl 
Paulet,  Mr.  Harley,  and  the  three  secretaries 
of  state,  the  duke  of  Queensberry,  the  lord 
Dartmouth,  and  Mr.  St.  John,  being  met,  the 
marquis  was  brought  before  them  to  be  exa- 
mined. Mr.  Si.  John  asked  him  several  ques- 
tions about  his  corresponding  with  France ; to 
which  he  returned  evasive  answers,  with  an 
assured  countenance.  But  when  Mr.  St.  Johu 
asked  him,  Whether  ho  knew  Mr.  Moreau, 
banker  at  Paris  ? producing,  at  the  same  time, 
the  intercepted  letters;  the  marquis  appeared 
very  much  surprized.  Finding  himself  disco- 
vered, and  despairing  of  a pardon,  he  resolved 
to  put  his  black  design  in  execution.  It 
was  the  general  opinion,  that  his  design  was  to 
make  his  first  attempt  upon  Mr.  St.  John  ; 
which  appenrs  the  more  probable,  because,  as 
soon  as  he  thought  himself  in  a manner  con- 
victed of  the  crime  for  which  he  was  appre- 
hended, he  desired  to  speak  with  him  in  pri- 
vate? but  Mr.  Secretary  told  him,  that  was 
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the  Queen  being  still  indisposed,  it  was  the 
13th  before  both  Houses  waned  upon  her  ma- 
jesty with  tlie  following  Address  : 

44  Most  Gracious  Sovereign; 

**  We  your  Majesty’s  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  Loras  spiritual  and  temporal,  and 
Commons  of  Great  Britaiu  in  parliament  as- 
sembled, hare,  to  our  great  concern,  been  in- 
formed of  a barbarous  and  villainous  Attempt, 
made  upon  the  person  of  Robert  Ilarley,  esq. 
chancellor  of  your  majesty’s  Exchequer,  by  the 
marquis  de  Guiscard,  a French  Papist,  at  tlie 
time  when  he  was  under  examination  for  trea- 
sonable practices,  before  a committee  of  your 
majesty's  council. 

“ We  cunnot  but  be  most  deeply  effected, 
to  hud  such  an  instance  of  inveterate  malice 
against  one  employed  in  your  majesty’s  council, 
and  so  near  your  royal  person  ; and  we  have 
reason  to  believe,  that  his  fidelity  to  your  ma- 
jesty, and  xoal  for  your  service,  have  drawn 
upon  him  the  hatred  of  ail  the  abettors  of 
popery  and  faction. 

44  We  think  it  our  duty,  upon  this  occasion, 
to  assure  your  majesty,  that  we  will  effectu- 
ally stand  by  and  defend  your  majesty,  and 

impracticable  and  unusual : that  he  was  before 
the  committee  of  the  council,  as  a criminal ; 
and,  if  he  had  any  thing  to  offer,  it  must  be 
said  to  them  all.  The  marquis  persisting  in  his 
desire  to  speak  only  to  Mr.  St.  John,  they  went 
to  ring  the  bell,  to  call  in  the  messengers  to 
carry  him  away ; which  he  observing,  said, 

* VoilA  qui  est  dur,  pas  un  mot,’  * That’s  hard  ; 

4 not  one  word.’  Being  disappointed  in  his 
design  against  Mr.  St.  John,  who  sat  out  of  his 
reach,  lie  stepped  towards  the  table,  as  if  he 
intended  to  say  something  to  Mr.  Ilarley ; 
and,  stooping  down,  said,  4 J’en  veux  done  a 

* toi.’  1 Then  have  at  thee;’  and  stabbed  him 
about  the  middle  of  the  breast;  but  tlie  pen- 
knife, lighting  on  the  hone,  broke  about  half 
au  inch  from  the  handle;  which  Guiscard  not 
perceiving,  redoubled  the  blow,  and  with  a 
great  force  struck  Mr.  Harley  not  far  from  the 
first  wound.  When  Mr.  St.  John  saw  Mr. 
Harley  fall,  he  cried  our,  4 The  villain  has 
4 killed  Mr.  Harley;*  and,  drawing  his  sword 
immediately,  as  <1id  also  tlie  duke  of  Newcastle, 
and  some  others,  they  gave  Guiscard  several 
wounds.  But  when  they  saw  Mr.  Harley  get 
up,  and  heard  earl  Puulett  cry  out,  not  to  kill 
Guiscard,  they  gave  over  making  passes  at 
him.  Some  of  the  privy-counsellors  secured 
themselves  with  chairs  against  the  rage  of  the 
assassin,  who  seemed  to  threaten  them  alt. 
Others  ran  out  of  the  room  to  call  for  help  ; and 
the  messengers  and  door-keepers  having  rushed 
in,  and  offering  to  lay  hold  on  Guiscard,  ho 
struggled  for  a while,  and  overthrew  some  of 
his  assailant*:  but,  at  last,  Wilcox,  one  of  the 
queen’s  messengers,  a very  strong  mail,  grappled 
with  him,  and  gave  him  several  bruises,  parti- 
cularly one  in  the  back,  which  was  afterwards 
judged  to  have  occasioned  his  death. 

**  Mr.  Harley’s  wound  was  presently  search* 


those  who  have  the  honour  to  be  employed  a 
your  service,  against  ail  public  and  secret  »:• 
tempts  of  your  enemies  ; aud  we  mosthwnty 
beseech  your  majesty,  that  you  will  be  plc&xd 
to  take  all  possible  care  of  your  sacred  perv.it, 
on  whose  life  the  welfare  anti  happine**  ol 
your  people,  as  well  as  the  liberties  of  Europe 
entirely  depend. 

“ And  we  do  in  all  humility  represent  to yonr 
majesty,  that  one  effectual  means,  enduring  to 
the  safely  of  your  majesty’s  royal  person, wifi 
be  to  give  such  direction',  os,  in  your  great 
wisdom,  shall  seem  most  proper,  for  caus-og 
papists  to  be  removed  from  the  cities  of  Los- 
don  nod  Westminster.” 

The  Queen's  A/tmcr.]  Her  majesty's  Ac?**: 
to  this  Address  was  ; 

“ My  Lo  rds  and  Gentlemen,  I take  tins  Ad- 
dress very  kindly  from  you,  on  the  occasion sf 
that  barbarous  attempt  upon  Mr.  Ilarley. 
whose  zeal  and  fidelity  in  my  service  must  ap- 
pear vet  more  eminently,  by  that  horrid  en- 
deavour to  take  away  his  life,  for  n<»  oilier  rea- 
son That  appears,  but  bis  known  opposition  to 
popery  and  faction. 

“ Your  warm  concern  for  the  safety  of  or 


ed,  and  appeared  to  be  n very  slight  oar,  yet 
he  w as  long  in  the  surgeon’s  hands.  Some  im- 
puted this  to  an  ill  habit  of  body  ; others  thought 
it  was  an  artifice,  to  make  it  seem  more  do"* 
genius  than  indeed  it  was.  Guiscard  s w Otari 
were  deeper,  and  not  easily  managed ; for  at 
first  he  was  sullen  and  seemed  reolved  to  die; 
yet  after  a day  he  submitted  hunseif  totbf 
geons  ; but  dkj  not  complain  of  a wound  m hi? 
back  till  it  gangrened  ; and  of  that  he  died,  it 
was  not  known  what  particulars  were  tu  ba 
letters,  nor  was  it  known  what  he  confessed.— 
This  accident  was  of  great  use  to  Mr.  Harley 
for  the  party  formed  against  him  were  •shaft** 
to  push  m man,  who  was  thus  ossasmuted  l* 
one,  that  was  studying  to  recommend  bintsr*’ 
to  the  court  of  France,  and  who  whs  belitirf 
to  have  formed  a design  against  live  qoiwfo 
person ; whose  health  was  at  this  time  »«d> 
shaken,  she  having  had  three  fits  of  an  ague, 
and  the  last  a severe  one ; but  the  progress  c* 
the  disease  was  stopped  by  the  bark. 

44  The  day  after  Mr.  Harley  received  bn 
wound,  both  houses  of  parliament  agreed  upo« 
an  Address  to  the  queen,  &c.  And.  "to 
Mr.  Harley  came  first  to  the  House  of  Co®* 
mons  after  his  recovery,  he  was  by  their  order 
congratulated  upon  it  by  Mr.  Bromley,  the:: 
Speaker,  in  a set  flattering  speech,  wbefft"  be 
prayed,  1 That  the  same  providence,  tl*t  M 
4 wonderfully  preserved  him  from  some  unf** 
1 ralleled  attempts,  and  had  raided  btoi  wp  w 

* bean  instrument  of  great  good  at  uverycn* 
4 tical  juncture,  when  it  whs  much  waottd 
' might  continue  still  to  preserve  so  iuvait**^ 

* a life,  for  tlie  perfecting  of  what  was  so  h*r* 
‘ pily  begun  ; that  they  might  owe  to  his  coca- 
‘ sels,  and  to  his  conduct,  the  maintenance 

4 firm  establishment  of  our  constitution  •'* 
4 church  aud  state/  n Tindal. 
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rrson  and  the  defence  of  those  employed  in 
ty  service,  is  very  grateful  to  me ; ami  1 shall 
ways  continue  iny  care  for  the  welfare  and 
tpp mess  of  my  people,  by  using  all  means 
lat  may  moat  effectually  conduce  to  those 
ids,  and  particularly,  by  giving  the  proper  di- 
ctions for  removing  Papists  from  the  cities  of 
undon  and  Westminster,  according  to  your 
wire. 

44  I think  it  would  be  reasonable  to  make  a 
i'v  to  puuish  with  death  such  villainous  at- 
auptsou  thelivesof  magistrates,  in  the  lawful 
xecutiou  of  their  office,  though  by  God’s  pro- 
idence,  the  mischiefs  designed  do  Dot  take  ef- 
set.” 


The  said  Answer  being  afterwards  reported  to 
be  House,  it  was  thereupon  unanimously  re- 
vived, “ That  an  humble  Address  be  made  to 
ter  majesty  to  return  the  humble  thanks  of  this 
louse  lor  her  majesty’s  most  gracious  Answer 
o the  Address  of  both  Houses  of  parliament, 
tnd  to  assure  her  majesty,  That  this  House  will 
irovide  a bill  to  passiuto  a law,  to  punish  with 
ieaih  such  villainous  attempts  ; and  Ordered, 

4 That  leave  lie  given  to  bring  in  a bill  to  make 
»n  attempt  on  the  life  of  a privy-counsellor  to' 
he  felony  without  benefit  of  the  clergy  ; and 
that  Mr.  Attorney  General,  Mr.  C&sar,  sir  Gil- 
bert Dolben,  Mr.  Manley  and  Mr.  Hungerford 
do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same." 

Report  concerning  the  Bill Jor  stating  the 
Public  Accounts.]  March  12.  Sir  Simon  Mu- 
«rt  reported  from  the  committee  of  the  whole 
House,  to  whom  the  bill  4 For  taking, examining, 
and  stating  the  Public  Accounts  of  this  king- 
dom* was  committed,  that  they  had  left  the 
blanks  in  die  bill  for  the  Commissioners  Names, 
and  for  the  title  of  the  bill,  to  be  filled  up  by 
the  House, and  had  made  several  Amendments, 
"hich  he  read,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at 
the  table  ; where  they  were  read  and  agreed  to 
hy  the  House.  Then  it  was  ordered,  “ That  the 
Bill  with  the  amendments  be  engrossed;  and 
Solved,  I.  That  the  number  of  Commission- 
•r*  be  seven.  2.  That  no  person  be  a Com- 
roiMiooer  who  hath  any  otlice  of  profit,  or  is 
accountable  to  her  majesty.  3.  That  the 
Commissioners  may  be  members  of  this  House. 
And  4.  That  the  Commissioners  be  chose  by 
of  balloting. * After  which  it  was  ordered, 

1 lb»t  the  members  of  the  House  should  pre- 
pare lists  to  be  put  into  glasses  of  7 persons 
names  to  be  Commissioners  for  taking,  exa- 


®*n«m  and  stating  the  public  accounts  of  this 
kjugdoin.*  Which  being  done  accordingly,  a 
Committee  was  appointed  to  examine  the  Lists : 
And  Mr.  Scobel reported,  that  the  majority  fell 
UP°“  foe  following  persons,  lyz. 

The  lion.  Henry  Bertie,  esq.  - - - 246 

9eorge  Lockhart,  esq.  -----  224 
Sdlway  Wimiington,  esq.  - - - - 221 

Francis  Annesley,esq.  - - - - - 217 

Clobery  Bromley,  esq.  - - - - - 194 

Thomas  Lister,  esq.  - - - - - 168 

.William  Shippeo,  esq.  - - - - - 151 

Complaint  against  Sir  James  Mountague .] 
Monday,  the  19th  of  February,  Mr. 
yi. 


I 


Eversfieid,  knight  of  the  shire  for  the  county  of 
Sussex,  made  a Complaint  to  the  House,  of  a 
Letter,  which,  he  was  informed,  had  been  writ- 
ten by  sir  Janies  Mountague,  member  for  the 
city  of  Carlisle,  in  ordtfr  to  promote  hi**  elec- 
tion there  ; and  which,  he  conceived,  reflected 
on  her  majesty’s  honour.  Being  asked,  Whe- 
ther he-  hud  seen  the  original  of  that  letter  ? 
He  said  lie  had  not,  but  only  a copy  of  it ; for 
the  truth  of  which  he  was  ready  to  produce  hit 
voucher.  Sir  James  Mountague  denying  the 
fact,  and  offering  to  prove  the  contrary,  tr;e  en- 
quiry into  that  matter  was  put  off  to  the  next 
day  ; w hen  the  House  being  informed,  That 
colonel  Oled hill  was  at  the  door,  and  had  some- 
thing to  offer  to  the  House  ; he  was  called  in, 
and,  at  the  bar,  charged  sir  James  Mountague 
with  writing  the  letter  before-mentioned,  re- 
flecting upon  the  honour  of  her  majesty.  This 
occasioned  a long  and  warm  debate,  and  sir 
James  Mountague  still  denying  the  writing  o* 
such  a letter;  and  desiring  that  the  bishop  of 
Carlisle,  to  whom  he  had,  indeed,  written  a let- 
ter about  his  election,  and  who  waited  in  the 
lobby,  might  be  examined  about  it ; colonel 
Gledhill,  on  the  other  hand,  desired  time  to  pro- 
duce his  witnesses,  who,  he  said,  were  in  the 
country,  to  prove  his  charge.  Whereupon,  by 
a majority  of  154  voices  against  151,  it  was  or- 
dered, That  that  matter  be  taken  into  consider- 
ation on  that  day  3 weeks.* 

* “ During  that  interval,"  (says  the  author  of 
the  Political  State)  u I made  H my  business  to 
find  out  tiie  ground  of  this  Accusation,  which, 
if  my  informations  he  right,  w as  only  this ; 
when  the  late  election  for  Carlisle,  where  sir 
James  Mountague  used  to  l>e  chosen  and  now 
stood  candidate,  came  on,  the  friends  of  hit 
competitors,  (us  it  is  usual  in  such  cases,  to  take 
all  advantages)  gave  out,  That  sir  James  being 
removed  from  Ins  place  of  Attorney-General, 
the  chusing  of  him  again  might  be  interpreted 
a disrespect  to  the  court.  Sir  James  being  in- 
formed of  this  suggestion,  wrote  to  his  friend* 
the  bishop  of  Carlisle,  4 That  though  the  queen 
4 had  thought  fit  to  put  another  in  his  place,  yet 
4 he  was  so  far  from  having  incurred  her  majesty** 

4 displeasure,  that,  on  the  contrary,  her  majes- 
4 ty  had  graciously  been  pleased,  in  considera- 
4 tion  of  Ins  former  services,  to  bestow  on  him 
4 a pension  of  1,000/.  per  ann/  This  letter 
being  communicated  to  same  of  the  electors, 
sir  James  Mountague*#  opponents  took  from 
thence  occasion  to  object,  That  since  he  had  a 
place  of  profit,  meaning  the  pension,  he  could 
not  be  cuoscu  member:  of  which  sir  James 
having  notice,  he  wrote  a second  letter  to  the 
bishop  of  Carlisle,  to  remove  that  groundless 
object  ion  ; intimating,  4 That  he  had  no  place 
of  profit,  but  only  a pension  for  life,  which  qua- 
lified him  to  be  chosen/  Sir  James  Muunta- 
gue’s  friends  having  thought  it  necessary  t<» 
have  this  letter  dispersed,  colonel  Gledhill  took 
a copy  of  it,  and  shewing  bis  notes,  afterwards, 
to  some  of  his  acquaintance,  lie  was  told,  he 
had  omitted  the  most  remarkable  part  of  the 

3 T 


101 1]  PARL.  HISTORY,  10  Atest,  17 11, 

On  the  Dili  of  March,  the  Commons  being 
informed,  That  the  queen  had  ordered  the  offi- 
cers of  her  army  in  Spain,  to  repair  to  their 
commands  there,  resulted  to  address  her  ma- 
jesty, That  she  would  be  pleased  to  give  leave 
to  colonel  Glrdhill  to  stay  some  days  longer: 
which  her  majesty  readily  granted. 

The  Bishop  of  Carlisle  censured  for  dispersing 
Sir  James  Mountague's  Letters.]  On  the  14th, 
the  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Complaint;  and  the  colonel  was  called  in,  and 
some  witnesses  were  examined,  as  well  on  bis 
part,  bs  of  sir  James’s : who  being  withdtawn, 
nud  the  House  being  informed,  That  the  lord 
bishop  of  Carlisle,  (who  had  been  mentioned 
in  the  evidence  given  at  the  bar,  in  relation  to 
a Letter  written  to  him  by  sir  James  Mounta- 
gue,  ami  several  copies  of  part  thereof  tran- 
scribed by  his  lordship,  and  sent  to  several  per- 
sons) desired  to  be  admitted  to  he  heard  ; he 
was  admitted  in,  and  heard  accordingly.  And 
his  lordship  being  withdrawn,  sir  James  Moun- 
tugue  was  heard  likewise.  This  occasioned  a 
warm  debate,  that  lasted  till  late  at  night: 
after  which  the  Commons  resolved,  “ That  it 
appears  to  thia  House,  That  William  lord  bi- 
shop of  Carlisle  had  dispersed  Several  copies  of 
a Letter,  pretended  n’t  have  been  received  from 
air  James  Alountague  (a  member  of  this  house) 
in  order  to  procure  sir  James  Mountaguc  to  be 
elected  a citizen  of  the  city  of  Carlisle,  reflect- 
ing un  the  honour  of  her  majesty ; and,  by  con- 
cerning himself  in  the  said  election,  hath  highly 
infringed  the  liberties  and  privileges  of  the 
Commons  of  G real  Britain.”  Then  the  ques- 
tion being  put,  That  colonel  Gledbill  hits  made 
good  his  charge  against  sir  James  Alountague  ; 
it  passed  in  the  Negative.  But,  nevertheless, 
it  was  Resolved,  That  colunet  Gledhtll  had 
sufficient  grounds  for  bringing  the  said  charge 
before  this  House. 

Col.  1'itsPntriek  taken  into  custody,  for 
challenging  Major-General  Peirce,  a Member 
of  the  House .J  Alarch  19.  A complaint  be- 
tpg  made  to  the  Commons,  that  lieut. -colonel 
Fitz-Patriclc  had  challenged  major-general 
Peirce,  (a  raembrr  of  this  House,  for  words 
he  had  spoke  in  the  debates  of  this  House)  in 
breach  of  the  priv  ilege  of  this  House : It  was 
ordered,  That  the  said  lieuL-colouel  Fitz-Pa- 
trick  (for  having  challenged  major-general 
Peirce,  u member  of  this  House,  for  words  he 
had  spoke  in  the  debates  of  this  House)  was 
guilty  of  a breach  of  the  privilege  of  this  House ; 
ahd  ordered,  That  lieut.-col  Fitz-Patrick  be  ta- 
ken inta  the  custody  of  the  Serjeant  at  Arms. 

TAc  Speaker's  Son  dies ; v hereupon  the  Corn- 

letter,  viz.  ‘ That  the  queen  had  given  sir  James 
‘ Alountague  a pension,  to  enable  him  to  enrry 
‘his  election.’  Whereupon  he  reformed  his 
notes  according  to  his  wrong  information,  and 
shewed  them  to  some  parliament  men,  who,  out 
of  respect  to  the  queen,  thought  it  their  duty  to 
lay  that  matter  before  the  House  of  Commons, 
in  order  to  w ipe  off  the  supposed  scandal  cast 
un  her  majesty’s  honour.” 


— Vote  for  building  50  New  Churches.  [lOtt 

BtOttl  adjourn.]  March  SO.  The  House  be- 
ing informed,  that  Clobery  Bromley,  esq.  son 
to  the  Speaker,  died  that  morning ; out  of  re- 
spect to  the  fattier,  and  to  give  him  time,  both 
to  perform  the  funeral  rites,  and  to  indulge  lui 
just  affliction,  they  thought  fit  to  adjunrn  to 
Alonday  the  56th. 

2'he  Queen's  Message  to  the  Commons  far  lie 
building  if  New  Churches .]  Alarch  29.  Alt. 
Secretary  St.  John  acquainted  the  Cntnmou, 
That  he  had  a Message  from  her  majesty;  anil 
lie  presented  the  same  to  the  House ; wbch 
was  as  follows : 

“ Anke  R. 

“ Her  majesty  having  received  an  Address 
from  the  archbishop,  bishops,  and  clergy  of  the 
province  of  Canterbury,  in  Convocation  assem- 
bled, to  recommend  to  the  Parliament  the  grest 
and  necessary  work  of  building  more  Churches 
within  the  bills  of  mortality,  is  gractotisls 
pleased  to  approve  so  good  and  pious  a design: 
and  does,  accordingly,  very  heartily  recommend 
the  carrying  on  the  same,  to  this  House,  p se  - 
cularly in  and  about  tbe  cities  of  Luntloo  sal 
Westminster;  and  does  not  doubt  but  effected 
care  will  be  taken  in  this  matter,  which  mat  tv 
so  much  to  the  advantage  of  the  Protestant  re- 
ligion, and  the  firmer  establishment  of  tie 
Church  of  England.” 

Resolution  if  the  Commons  thereufos] 
Whereupon  tlie  Commons  resolved,  “ Tbit  tie 
humble  Thanks  of  this  House  be  returned  to 
her  majesty,  for  her  majesty’s  most  grickts 
Message,  in  recommending  so  good  and  pious  s 
design,  as  the  building  of  Cburclies  in  and  shout 
the  cities  of  London  and  Westminster;  and  to 
assure  her  majesty,  that  this  Uouse  will  ensile 
her  majesty  to  make  an  effectual  provision  f» 
the  carrying  on  so  good  and  necessary  a wori " 
And  appointed  a Committee  to  draw  up  an  Ad- 
dress upon  the  said  Resolution,  and  upon  1H 
debate  of  the  House. 

Vote  <f  the  Commons  for  building  50  A® 
Churches  in  London  and  Westminster.]  Apni 
6.  Mr.  Annesly  reported  from  the  Commit!", 
to  whom  the  Petition  of  the  minister,  church- 
wardens, and  several  other  inhabitants  of  Greeo- 
wicb,  in  tbe  county  of  Kent,  and  several  other 
Petitions,  were  referred ; and  who  were  al» » 
enquire  w hat  monies  remain  in  the  hands  of  tbr 
Commissioners  for  rebuilding  the  Cathvdnf 
Church  of  St.  Paul’s,  and  consider  wbai  ill 
produce  of  the  duties  ill  being,  appropriated  fct 
that  purpose,  may  amount  to  fur  the  tee  t» 
come,  and  make  un  Estimate  of  what  will  t< 
necessary  for  finishing  and  adorning  the  s*d 
Church,  and  other  the  purposes  in  the  arts 
mentioned,  for  buildiug  the  Cathedral  Cbttrci 
of  St.  Paul’s ; and  also  to  consider  *b*t 
Churches  are  wanting  within  the  cities  of  L?®- 
don  and  Westminster,  and  suburbs  thereof,  and 
report  the  same  to  the  House  ; That  the  Com- 
mittee had  considered  the  several  matters  to 
them  referred,  and  had  directed  him  to  report 
how  tbe  same  appeared  in  relation  t hereunto, snd 
hnd  come  to  a Resolution,  which  they  had  also 
directed  him  to  report  to  the  House,  and  bs rt*d 
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tiie  said  Report  and  Resolution,  and  afterwards 
delivered  ttie  same  iu  at  the  table,  where  the 
taine  were  read,  and  the  Resolution  agreed  to, 
tu.  * That,  in  the  several  parishes  in  and  about 
tiie  suburbs  of  the  cities  of  London  and  West- 
minster, 50  New  Churches  are  necessary  to  be 
trected  for  the  reception  of  all  such  as  are  of 
the  Communion  of  the  Church  of  England, 
computing  4,750  souls  to  each  Church aud 
then  the  said  Report  was  referred  to  tiie  consi- 
deration of  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House, 
who  were  to  consider  farther  of  the  Supply. 

The  Commons’  Address  thereon.]  April  9. 
The  Speaker,  with  the  House,  waited  on  her 
Majesty,  at  St.  James’s,  with  the  following  Ad- 
dress : 

"Most  gracious  Sovereign ; We  your  majesty’s 
most  dutilul  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Commons 
of  Great  Britain  in  parliament  assembled,  have,  j 
with  the  utmost  satisfaction,  received  your  ma- 
jesty's gracious  Message,  recommending  to  us 
the  great  aud  necessary  work  of  building  new 
Churches,  in  and  about  the  cities  of  Londou 
tad  Westminster.— We  are  sensible  how  much 
the  want  of  them  hath  contributed  to  the  in- 
crease of  Schism  and  Irreligion,  and  shall  not 
fail  therefore  to  do  our  parts  towards  the  sup- 
plying that  defect,  being  entirely  disposed  to 
promote  every  thing  that  is  for  the  interest  of 
the  established  Church,  and  the  honour  of  your 
majesty’s  reign. — Neither  the  long  expensive 
War  m which  we  are  engaged,  nor  the  pressure 
of  heavy  debts,  under  wliich  we  labour,  shall 
hinder  us  from  granting  to  your  majesty  what- 
ever is  necessary  to  accomplish  so  excellent  a 
design,  which,  we  hope,  may  be  a means  of 
drawing  duwn  blessings  from  heaven  on  all  your 
majesty’s  other  undertakings,  ns  it  adds  to  the 
number  of  those  places,  where  the  prayers  of 
your  devout  and  faithful  subjects  will  be  daily 
offered  up  to  God,  for  the  prosperity  of  your 
majesty's  government  at  home,  and  the  success 
of  jour  arms  abroad.” 

The  Queen’s  Answer.]  To  wliich  her  majesty 
returned  this  Answer: 

“ Gentlemen,  your  Address  is  extremely  ac- 
ceptable to  me,  as  it  is  a proof  of  your  real  for 
the  interest  of  ihe  established  Church,  and  for 
the  advancement  of  religiop  : 1 will  take  care 
that  what  you  grant,  shall  in  the  most  speedy 
and  effectual  manner,  be  applied  to  the  good 
purpose  tor  which  it  is  intended.” 

HiU  lo  prevent  Bribery  in  Elections  dropped .] 
April  16.  The  Commons  read  the  third  time 
an  engrossed  Bill  ‘ For  the  heller  preventing 
‘ Bnbery  and  Corruption,  mid  other  undue 
* practices  iu  Elections  of  Members  to  serve  iu 
1 parliament:’  And  the  Speaker  having  opened 
the  Bill,  several  amendments  were  made  to  it  : 
hat  a great  debate  arising  thereupon,  the  same 
"as  adjourned  to  the  next  duv  ; when  the  ques- 
i ion  being  put,  that  the  Bill  do  pass,  it  was 
earned  in  the  Negative. 

Cmuniitumers  for  resuming  King  William's 
brants  rAosrn  ] April  IT.  The  Commons 
proceeded  to  the  choice  of  Commissioners  for 
♦tamiiiing  the  Value  of  Lands,  and  other  inte- 


rests granted  by  the  .Crown,  since  the  13th  of 
February,  1688-9,  and  upon  what  considera- 
tions such  Grants  were  made,  in  order  to  re- 
sume the  same,  and  apply  them  to  the  use  of 
the  public ; and  the  clerk  and  clerk  assistant 
went  on  each  side  the  House  with  glasses,  to 
receive  from  the  members,  the  Lists  of  persons 
names  to  be  Commissioners.  A Committee 
being  afterwards  appointed  to  examine  the 
Lists,  they  made  their  report  the  18th,  and  it 
appenred  that  the  following  persons  had  the 
majority,  vix.  Sir  Simeon  Stuart,  277  ; Mr. 
Eversfieid,  270;  Mr.  Hind  Cotton,  212  ; Mr. 
Bulteel,  167;  Mr.  liewetsou,  157  ; Mr.  Black- 
more,  155  ; Mr.  Wrightson,  Mr.  Mackenzie, 
151.— The  two  last  having  an  equal  number  of 
Voles,  the  Commons  balloted  again  for  a Com- 
missioner on  the  21st,  and  upon  examining  the 
Lists,  it  was  found,  that  Mr.  Wrightson  bad 
the  majority. 

The  Resumption  Bill  rejected  by  the  Ijords  J 
•April  24.  The  Commons  rend  the  third  time, 
the  Bill  * For  resuming  the  Grants  made  by 
‘ the  crown  since  the  13th  of  February,  16158,’ 
and,  having  inserted  in  it  the  Commissioners 
Names,  resolved,  That  the  Bill  do  pass,  and 
sent  it  to  the  Lords  fur  their  concurrence. 
But,  on  the  30tli  of  April,  their  lordships 
rejected  that  Bill;  which,  by  many,  wns  thought 

fiartial,  and  injurious  to  the  memory  of  the 
ate  king  William.* 

The  Queen’s  Message  to  the  Commons  con- 
cerning the  Emperor's  Death,  and  lo  quicken 
their  Proceeding!.]  April  20.  Mr.  Secretary 
St.  John  acquainted  the  House,  That  lie  had  a 
Message  from  her  majesty  ; and  he  prespmed 
the  same  to  the  House,  which  Mr.  Speaker 
rend,  and  is  as  follows : 

’ Asne  R. 

“ »r  majesty  i*  pleased  to  acquaint  this 
House  with  the  ill  news  she  hath  received  of  the 
Emperor's  death  ; and,  being  sensible  of  the 
consequence  this  great  loss  tnay  he  of  to  the 
allies ; haw  disheartened  some  of  them  may  he 

• “ Tire  Tories  still  continued  to  pursue  the 
memmy  of  king  William  ; they  complained  of 
tire  grants  made  by  him,  though  these  were  far 
short  of  those,  that  bml  been  made  hy  king 
Charles  tire  2nd;  but  that  ihey  might  distin- 
guish between  those,  whom  they  intended  to 
favour,  nod  others,  against  wliom  they  were 
set,  they  brought  in  a bill,  impowermg  some 
persons  to  examine  all  the  grants  made  by  him, 
and  to  report  both  the  value  of  them,  and  lire 
considerations  upon  which  they  were  made : 
this  was  the  method,  that  had  succeeded  with 
them  before,  with  relation  to  Ireland ; so  tiie 
bringing  in  this  bill  was  looked  on,  ns  a sure 
step,  for  carrying  the  resupiption  of  all  the 
grants,  that  they  had  n mind  to  make  void. 
When  the  bill  was  sent  up  to  the  Lords,  the 
design  appeared  to  be  an  unjust  malice,  both 
against  the  memory  of  king  William,  and 
against  those  who  had  best  served  him;  and 
therefore,  upon  the  lint  reading,  the  bill  wa* 
rejected.”  Tiodal. 
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■ou  the  one  hanil,  and  how  diligent  JFrance  in  parliament  assembled,  beg  leave  to  return 
will  be  on  the  other,  to  improre  every  accident  your  majesty  our  most  humble  thanks  for  your 
to  tueir  own  advantage,  her  majesty  is  desirous  majesty’s  most  gracious  Message.  We  a re  truly 
to  let  you  know,  that,  immediately,  on  the  first  | sensible  of  the  great  Loss  the  Alliance  hath 
news  of  the  Emperor's  sickness,  she  came  to  a sustained  by  the  death  of  the  Emperor; 
resolution  to  support  the  interest  of  the  House  and  do,  with  all  duty,  acknowledge  the  early 
of  Austria,  in  this  conjuncture,  ami  to  use  her  and  wise  care  your  majesty  has  been  pleased 
ulm  »st  endeavours  to  get  the  king  of  Spain  to  take,  to  prevent  the  ill  consequences  thereof. 
ma«ie  Emperor,  in  which  the  States-General  by  resolving  to  support  the  interest  of  the 
have  likewise  concurred  with  her  majesty;  House  of  Austria,  aud  endeavouring  to  promote 
and,  since  that,  tier  majesty  hath  taken  the  the  election  of  the  king  of  Spain  to  the  empire, 
most  proper  means  to  engage  all  those  who  — Your  majesty  may  safely  place  an  entire 
have  a share  in  this  Election,  and  are  in  the  in-  , confidence  in  our  duty  and  affection,  and  may 
terest  of  the  common  cause,  to  join  with  her,  | rest  assured  that  we  cannot  be  discouraged,  by 
in  bringing  this  great  work  to  a good  issue,  and  I this,  or  any  other  misfortune,  from  supporting 
she 'hath  uu  entire  confidence  in  the  affection  I your  majesty  in  all  the  measures,  which  vour 
and  duty  of  her  parliament,  that,  with  their  as-  majesty  in  your  great  wisdom  shall  judge 
sistance.  under  the  protection  and  blessing  of;  proper,  to  bring  this  war  to  a happy  conciosioa 
Almighty  God,  she  sijall  he  enabled  to  make  a | by  a safe  and  honourable  Peace.  And  being 
happy  conclusion  of  this  War,  in  a safe  and  truly  convinced,  how  necessary  it  is  to  give  all 
honourable  Peace. — The  season  of  the  year,  and  possible  dispatch  to  the  public  business,  «e 
the  lengtn  of  time  that  has  passed  since  your  ■ will  use  our  utmost  diligence  in  every  part  of  it 
ineeti.ig,  will  make  you  all  wish,  that  you  may  ! depending  before  us,  that  your  majesty  may 
be  at  liberty  to  attend  the  public,  as  well  as  1 have  the  satitfaction  of  putting  a speedy  end 
your  own  private  attains,  throughout  the  king-  j to  this  session.'9 

dom  ; uml  therefore  her  majesty  does  recoin-  | The  Queen’s  Answer.]  The  Queen's  An- 
mend  to  you,  so  to  hasten  your  consultations;  swer  to  this  Address  was, 

about  ull  the  public  concerns,  that  her  majesty  j •*  My  lords  and  gentlemen,  I thank  yon 
may  put  a speedy  end  to  this  session."  j very  heartily  for  this  Address ; it  is  of  great 

Vote  thereon^  Hereupon  it  was  unani-  importance,  that  the  world  shall  know,  that 
raously  re%olved,  “ That  an  humble  Address  be  both  Houses  of  parliament  do  so  unanimously 
presented  to  her  majesty,  to  return  her  rna-  approve  the  measures,  I have  taken  on  this 
jesty  the  humble  thunks  of  this  House  for  her  occasion  of  the  Emperor's  death,  which  will 
majesty's  most  gracious  Message,  and  to  assure  very  much  encourage  our  nllies  to  continue 
her  majesty,  that  this  House  is  truly  sensible  of  united  in  the  common  cause." 
the  "rent  loss  the  alliance  hath  sustained  by  Import  concerning  the  Imprest  Accounts .] 
the  death  of  the  Emperor,  and  of  the  early  and  On  the  4th  Mr.  Auditor  Harley  had  reported 
wise  care  her  majesty  has  been  pleased  to  take,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  it  was  referred  to 
to  prevent  the  ill  consequences  thereof,  by  re-  enquire  how  far  the  several  Imprest  Accouot- 
solvmg  to  support  the  interest  of  the  House  of  ants  hud  passed  their  respective  Accounts, 
Austria,  aud  by  endeavouring  to  get  the  king  j and  to  consider  of  methods  for  the  more  effec- 
©t  Spain  elected  Emperor.  And  farther,  to  tual  and  speedy  compelling  the  said  account- 
assure  her  majesty,  that  she  may  salely  place  ; ants  to  pass  their  accounts;  and  to  obviate 
an  entire  confidence  in  the  duty  and  affection  I all  irregularities  and  unnecessary  delays  in  the 
of  tln>  House,  which  cannot  be  discouraged  by  same,  the  matter  as  it  appeared  to  them,  which 
tins  misfortune,  from  supporting  her  majesty  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  House; 
in  a'l  those  measures,  she  in  her  great  wisdom  and  he  read  the  same  in  his  place,  and  afterward* 
shall  judge  proper,  to  bring  this  war  to  an  delivered  in  the  Report  at  the  table, 
happy  conclusion,  by  a safe  and  honourable  j Resolutions  of  the  Commons  thereupon.] 
Peace  ; and  that  this  House  will  give  all  pos-  j Hereupon  it  was  ordered,  That  it  should  be 
sible  dispatch  to  the  public  business  depending  ; taken  into  consideration  the  Tuesday  following; 
before  them,  that  so  her  majesty  may  put  a ! on  which  day  it  was  further  put  off,  first  to  the 

speedy  end  to  this  session.”  J 17th  and  then  to  the  24th,  of  that  month  ; when 

Address  of  both  Houses  thereon.]  A Com-  I the  Commons  came  to  the  following  Resolution, 

mil  tee  being  appointed  to  draw  up  an  Ad-  I n That,  of  the  moneys  granted  by  parliament, 

dro*s  upon  tins  Resolution,  they  withdrew  j and  issued  for  the  public  service  to  Christmas, 
immediately  into  the  Speaker’s  chamber  for  1710,  there  were  35,302,107/.  IBs.  9<L*  for 

lUiii  purpose  ; and  soon  after  sir  Thomas  — x , 

Hnmmr,  Uieir  chairman,  reported  the  said  • ‘‘This  was  avast  sum;  but,  to  make  it 
Address ; which,  Ijping  agreed  to,  was  sent  to  up,  some  accounts  iu  king  Charles’s  time  were 
the  Lords  for  their  concurrence.  'I  he  Lords  thrown  into  the  heap;  the  lord  Ranclagb’s 
having  readily  concurred,  the  same  evening  both  accounts  of  the  former  reign  were  the  greatest 
Houses  waited  ou  the  queen  w ith  the  following  part ; and  it  appeared,  that  in  no  time  accounts 
Address  : i were  so  regularly  brought  up,  as  in  the  queen’s 

“ Most  gracious  Sovereign;  We  your  majesty’s  reign.  Mr.  Bridges’s  accounts,  of  14  or  15 
most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects, the  Lords  spiritual  millions,  were  the  great  item,  of  which,  not 
and  temporal,  and  Commons  of  Great  Britain  . above  Half  a milliou  was  passed : but  there 
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n great  part  whereof,  no  Accounts  had  been 
laid  before  the  auditors,  and  the  Test  not  pro- 
secuted by  the  accountants,  and  finished.' 

Then  the  further  consideration  of  that  Report 
was  put  otT  till  the  28th,  when,  alter  some 
debate,  it  was  resolved,  “That  the  not  coin* 


were  accounts  of  above  11  millions  brought  in, 
though  not  passed  in  form,  through  the  great 
caution  and  exactness  of  the  duke  of  New- 
castle, at  whose  office  they  were  to  pass  ; and 
he  was  very  slow,  and  would  allow  nothing, 
without  hearing  counsel  on  every  article.  The 
truth  is,  the  methods  of  passing  accounts  were 
so  sure,  that  they  were  very  slow  ; and  it  was 
not  possible,  for  the  proper  officers,  to  find 
time  and  leisure  to  pass  Lise  accounts  that  were 
already  in  their  hands.  Upon  this,  though 
the  earl  of  Gudolphin  had  managed  the  trea- 


pelling  the  several  Accountants  duly  to  pass 
their  respective  Accounts,  had  been  a noto- 
rious breach  of  trust  in  those  that,  of  lace  years, 
had  had  the  management  of  the  treasury,  and 
an  high  injustice  to  the  nation."  Then  a motion 
being  made  and  the  question  put,  That  the 

sury ; with  an  nncorruptedness,  fidelity,  and 
diligence,  that  were  so  unexceptionable,  that 
it  was  not  possible  to  fix  any  censure  on  his 
administration  ; yet  because  many  accounts 
stood  out,  the  Commons  passed  several  angry 
votes  on  that  subject  : but,  however  since 
nothing  had  appeared  in  ail  the  Examination 
made  by  the  committee,  that  reflected  on  him 
or  on  any  of  the  Whigs,  they  would  not  pub- 
lish the  Report,  though  it  was  ordered  to  be 
printed  ; for  by  that  it  would  have  appeared 
who  had  served  well,  and  who  had  served  ill. 


“Mr.  Maynwaring,  the  other  Auditor  oT  the  Imprest,  has  given  the  true  state  of  these  Thirty- 
(ire  Millions,  the  chief  urticles  of  which  are  as  follows: 


£.  t.  d.  £.  s.  d.  £.  $.  i. 

The  earl  of  Ranelagh's  Charge  is  -------  21,015,618  19  4j 

Discharge, — By  Accounts  uctually 

past - - 14,593,665  4 2J 

By  Accounts  rendered  or  lying  be- 
before  the  Auditors  - - - - 6,420,182  6 8J 

21,013,847  10  10i 

Remains  to  be  accounted  for  - --  --  --  - ......  1,771  8 6 


Hie  hnn.  James  Brydges,  esq. ; his 

Charge  is - - 15,374,689  1 ll{ 

Discharge,  — By  Accounts  actually 

p*»t 956,789  6 5* 

By  Accounts  rendered  or  lying  be- 
fore the  Auditors  -----  8,097,492  8 7$ 

- 9,054,281  15  0| 

ij  Accounts  delivered  since  Christ- 
mas, 1710  - 3,227,778  2 6 ' 

Remains  to  be  accounted  for-------  - - --  --  - 5,092,629  4 5 


»rd  Falkland’*  Charge  is  - --  --  --  --  3,094,723  7 tl| 

Discharge,  — By  Accounts  actually 

past  . - '-  1,122,133  5 11 

Accounts  lying  before  Auditors  - 1,465,368  5 3J 

2,587,501  11  2} 

learning  to  be  accounted  for-------  - - --  --  - 507,221  16  8J 


*ir  Thomas  Littleton's  Charge  is  -------  13,382,750  1 5£ 

ly  Accounts  actually  past,  or  ready 
for  declaration  ------  7,559,382  5 3£ 

3y  the  Accounts  lying  before  the 
Auditors,  under  the  examination 
of  the  Navy-board,  and  by  money 
paid  over  to  R.  Walpole,  esq.  - 10,770,179  19  0{- 


Remains  to  be  accounted  for  - - - - - 
“ In  the  same  manner  he  states  the  accounts 
>f  Atkinson,  Nutting,  Mason,  I’ovey,  Mick- 
ethwayte,  and  Savery ; by  which  it  appears, 
hat,  of  the  thirty-five  millions,  above  thirty 
nillions  were  accounted  for,  though  not  ail 
>assed,  and  that  the  total  to  be  accounted 
ur,  amounted  only  to  4,330,135/.  which, 
l*  Mr.  Maynwaring  observes,  was  much  short 
‘f  a year's  supply.  lie  says  further  on  this 


18,329,562  4 4 

53,187  17  1J 

subject,  1 no  accountant  is  obliged,  by  the 
‘ course  of  the  exchequer,  to  render  his  ac- 
4 count  under  fifterfi  months,  nor  some  under 
4 eighteen  ; yet  this  vote  takes  in  all  accouuts 
4 to  the  first  meeting  of  the  committee ; but 

* there  is  no  mention  made  from  what  period 
1 of  time  they  did  commence.  To  have  been 

* particular,  in  every  respect,  was  too  much  for 

* the  compass  of  a vote ; so  that  there  are  so 


Digitized  by  Google 


10191  PAUL.  HISTORY,  10  Anne,  1711. — Mr.  Harley  congratulated.  [lOSt 


farther  consideration  of  the  said  Report  be  ad- 
journed, it  passed  in  the  negative  ; and,  after 
a further  debate,  it  was  resolved,  44  That  the 
several  Accountants  who  had  neglected  their 
duty  in  passing  their  Accounts,  ought  no 
longer  to  he  entrusted  with  the  recciviug  the 
public  money.”  And  Ordered,  that  the  said 
Report  he  printed.* 

* counts  from  king  Charles,  king  James,  and 

* king  William’s  reign,  in  the  principal  branches 
4 of  the  ex  pence  in  all  the  revenue  brought  in, 

* to  make  up  and  swell  the  general  account ; 

* and  tliii  is,  by  many  thousands  of  people, 

* without  doors,  imputed  to  the  late  ministers.’ 
lie  then  exposes  the  partiality  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  of  which  he  was  hitnself  a member, 
in  ordering  so  unjust  a Vote  to  be  printed; 
ad  ling,  * a ml  now  it  1 may  be  allowed  to  sup- 
4 pose  what  I think  1 have  fully  proved,  that 
1 manv  irregularities,  and  unavoidable  delays, 
4 attend  he  pa-sing  of  some  accounts,  which 

* no  care  or  industry  can  prevent.  If  it  hap- 
4 pe.»,  ttiHt  the  u.ttuie  of  the  services,  and  the 

* method  of  payment  in  some  otlices,  being  in- 
4 consistent  with  the  course  of  the  exchequer, 
4 require  privy  seals,  and  are  the  work  of 
‘ longer  time  than  is  limited  for  passing  ac- 
4 counts ; if  it  appears,  that  these  irregularities, 

* incident  to  accounts,  are  yet  necessary  for 
4 the  accommodation  of  the  service,  and  not 
4 to  be  avoided  without  infinite  prejudice  to 
4 the  management ; and  if  it  appears,  that  the 

* security  of  the  public  does  not  entirely  de- 
4 pend  upon  the  actual  passing;  of  accounts, 
4 provided  they  have  been  daily  rendered, 44  all 
4 4 which  he  fully  makes  out,”  I hope  people 
4 will  begin  to  be  satisfied,  that  the  nation  has 
4 not  been  cheated  of  35  millions.’ ” Tindal. 

* 44  April  27 . I am  heartily  sorry  to  find 
my  friend  the  Secretary  stand  a little  ticklish 
with  the  rest  of  the  ministry ; there  have  been 
one  or  two  disobliging  things  that  have  hap- 
pened, too  long  to  tell ; and  the  other  day  in 
parliament,  upon  a debate  of  about  35  millions 
that  have  not  been  duly  accounted  for,  Mr. 
Secretary,  in  bis  warmth  of  speech,  and  zeal 
for  his  friend  Mr.  Brydges,  on  whom  part  of  the 
blame  was  falling,  said,  he  did  not  know  that 
either  Mr.  Brydges  or  the  late  ministry  were 
at  all  to  blame  in  this  matter;  which  was  very 
desperately  spoken,  and  giving  up  the  whole 
cause  : for  the  chief  quarrel  against  the  late 
ministry  was  the  ill  management  of  the  trea- 
sure, and  was  more  than  all  the  rest  together. 
I had  heard  of  this  matter  : but  Mr.  Foley 
beginning  to  discourse  to-day  at  table,  without 
naming  Mr.  St.  John,  I turned  to  Mr.  Harley 
ami  said,  If  the  late  ministry  were  not  to  blame 
in  that  orticle,  he  (Mr.  Harley)  ought  to  lose 
his  head  for  putting  the  queen  upon  changing 
thuiu.  He  made  it  a jest  ; but  by  some  words 
drop*,  I easily  saw  that  they  take  things  ill  of 
Mr.  St.  John,  and  by  some  hints  given  me  from 
another  hand  that  Ideal  with,  1 am  afraid  the 
Secretary  will  not  stand  long.  This  is  the  fate 
of  Courts.  1 will,  if  I meet  Mr.  St.  John  alone 


The  Speaker  congratulates  Mr.  Harley  on  ku 
Escape  and  Recovery.]  On  the  11th  of  Apr* 
the  Commons  resolved,  non.  con.  44  That  wbea 
the  right  hon.  Robert  Harley,  esq.  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  attends  the  service  of  tl.u 
House,  the  Speaker  do,  in  the  name  of  tha 
Iiousej  congratulate  the  said  Mr.  Harleys 
Escape,  and  Recovery,*  from  the  barbarous  and 
villainous  Attempt,  made  upon  him  by  the 
Sieur  de  Guiscard.”  Accordingly,  on  the  26th, 
Mr.  Harley  being  in  the  House  ; 

The  Speaker , pursuant  to  the  above  Reso- 
lution, did  in  the  name  of  the  House  congra- 
tulate him  as  follows  : 

44  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ; 

4‘  When  the  barbarous  and  villainous  at- 
tempt, made  upon  you  by  the  Sieur  De  Gas- 
card,  a French  papist,  was  communicated  to  this 
Home,  they  immed lately  declared,  they  were 
most  deeply  affected,  to  hud  such  an  instance  of 
inveterate  malice  against  you  ; and  observing, 
how  you  hove  been  treated  by  some  persons, 
they  concluded,  they  had  reason  to  believe,  that 
your  fidelity  to  her  majesty,  and  zeal  for  her 
service,  had  drawn  upon  you  the  hatred  of  all 
the  ubeitors  of  popery  and  faction. — In  this 
opinion  they  must  he  abundantly  confirmed, 
since  the  lords,  and  the  queen,  have  concurred 
with  them. — Sir  ; If  vour  fidelity  to  her  ma- 
jesty, and  zeal  for  her  service,  could  ever  be 
doubted,  and  wanted  any  testimonials,  to  prove 
them,  you  have  now  the  most  honourable,  the 
most  ample,  and  the  most  undeniable,  that  css 
hr  given  ; and,  after  these,  it  would  be  an  un- 
pardonable presumption  in  me  to  imagine,  I 
could  add  to  them,  by  saying  any  thing  of  jouf 
faithful  discharge  of  those  great  tiusts,  too 
have  been  hououred  with,  to  which  your  emi- 
nent abilities  at  first  recommended  you,  pad 
your  distinguishing  merits  have  since  justified 
her  majesty’s  wise  choice. — Your  very  enemies, 
Sir,  acknowledge  this  by  their  unwearied  and 
restless  endeavours  against  your  person,  and 
reputation.  God  be  thanked,  they  have  been 
hitherto  disappointed,  and  have  not  been  able 
to  accomplish,  what  their  inveterate,  but  impo- 
tent, malice  had  designed  against  both.  And 
may  the  same  providence,  that  has  wonderfully 
preserved  you  from  some  unparalleled  attempts, 
and  that  has  raised  you  up  to  be  an  instru- 

on  Sunday,  tell  him  my  opinion,  and  beg  him 
to  set  himself  right,  else  the  consequences  may 
be  very  bad  ; for  I see  not  how  they  can  well 
want  him  neither,  and  he  would  make  a trou- 
blesome enemy.”  Swift’s  Journal. 

* 44  April  10.  They  talk  of  great  promo* 
tions  to  be  made ; that  Mr.  Harley  is  to  be 
lord  treasurer,  and  lord  Poulet  master  of  the 
horse,  &c.  but  they  are  only  conjecture.  The 
Speaker  is  to  make  Mr.  Harley  a compliment 
the  first  time  he  cornea  into  the  House,  which  I 
hope  will  be  in  a week.  He  has  had  an  ill 
surgeon,  by  the  caprice  of  that  puppy  Dr.  Rad- 
cliffe  ; which  has  kept  him  back  so  long ; and 
yesterday  he  got  a ooldj  but  i»  better  to-day.* 
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nent  of  great  good  in  a very  critical  juncture, 
vhen  it  was  much  wanted,  continue  still  to 
>reserve  so  invaluable  a life,  for  the  perfecting 
if  »hat  is  so  happily  begun,  that  we  may  owe 
o your  counsels,  and  to  your  conduct  (under 
icr  majesty)  the  maintenance,  and  firm  esta- 
>lishment,  of  our  constitution  in  Church  and 
>ute. — These  expectations,  Sir,  have  filled  this 
louse  with  an  inexpressible  satisfaction  for 
'our  escape,  and  recovery,  which  they  have  un- 
inimously  commanded  me  to  congratulate  : I 
lo  therefore,  in  the  name  of  this  House,  con- 
sulate your  escape  and  recovery,  from  the 
arbarous  and  villainous  attempt,  made  upon 
fou  by  theSieur  De  Guiscard.” 

Mr.  Harleys  Speech  thereon .]  The  Chan- 
tllorof  the  Exchequer  returned  the  House  his 
tumble  Thanks,  for  the  great  honour  they  had 
lone  him,  as  follows  : via. 

44  Mr.  Speaker; 

“ The  honour  this  House  hath  done  me, 
*bicb  you  have  expressed  in  so  obliging  a 
nsnner,  is  a sufficient  reward  for  the  greatest 
writ : 1 am  sure  it  so  far  exceeds  my  deserts, 
hat  all  I can  do,  or  suffer,  for  the  public, 
luring  the  whole  course  of  my  life,  will  still 
eave  me  in  debt  to  your  goodness. — By  the 
teceptance  you  have  vouchsafed  my  poor  ser- 
’ice»,  how  n*ilile  an  encouragement,  worthy  of 
'flu,  has  this  House  given  all  our  fellow-subjects 
oes*  rt  themselves  in  the  glorious  cause  of  pre- 
string  the  constitution  in  Church  and  Mate, 
indni  loyairy  to  the  best  of  sovereigns  ? — This, 
nthout  doubt,  was  your  view  ; and  this  may 
oavmceull,  who  are  not  designedly  obstinate, 
ow  dear  the  true  interest  of  the  nation  is  to 
his  honourable  assembly. — Sir;  The  unde- 
tfved  favour,  I have  received  this  day,  is 
ccply  imprinted  in  iny  heart ; and  whenever 

look  upon  mv  breast,  it  will  put  me  in  inind 
■f  the  thanks  due  Lo  God,  my  duty  to  the 
iuceo,  and  that  debt  of  gratitude  and  service  I 
‘lust  always  owe  to  tins  honourable  House,  to 
Mr.  Speaker,  and  fo  every  particular 
aetnber.” 

Mr.  Hurley's  Hill  for  the  South  Sea  Trade.'] 
Jay  2.  The  Commons  being  in  a committee  of 
he  whole  House  on  Ways  and  Means, Mr. Chan-  ! 
elior of  the  Exchequer,  Uariey*  proposed  a! 
•rheme  lie  had  formed,  to  satisfy  all  public 

* “ April  23.  I believe  Mr.  Harley  must  be 
/>rd  Treasurer ; yet  he  makes  one  difficulty 
diich  is  hard  to  answer  : be  must  be  made  a 

ni,  and  his  estate  is  not  large  enough,  and  be 
» too  generous  to  make  it  larger;  and  if  the 
nim&try  should  change  soon  by  uny  accident, 
* will  he  left  in  the  suds.  Another  difficulty 
b that  if  he  be  made  a peer,  they  will  want 
uui  prodigiously  in  the  House  of  Commons,  of 
fhich  he  is  the  great  mover,  and  after  him  the 
*cretary,  and  hardly  any  else  of  weight. 

“ May  23.  I met  sir  Thomas  Mantel  and 
Mr.  Lewis  in  the  Park.  Lewis  whispered  me, 
hat  Mr.  Harley’s  patent  for  earl  of  Oxford  was 
>assed  in  Mr.  Secretary  St.  John’s  office ; so 
*-nu»rrow  or  next  day  I suppose  be  will  be  de- 
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and  national  Debts  and  Deficiencies,  by  al- 
lowing the  proprietors  of  those  Debts  and  De- 
ficiencies an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  per  ann. 
redeemable  by  parliament ; and  incorporating 
them  to  carry  on  the  trade  to  the  South-seas  ; 
which,  if  once  settled,  will  yearly  bring  vast, 
riches  from  Peru  and  Mexico  into  Great- 
Britain. 

Resolutions  of  the  House  thereon.]  This  Pro- 
ject being  received  with  general  approbation, 
the  Committee  came  to  these  Resolutions; 
1.  That  u yearly  sum  not  exceeding  1 10,000/. 
for  32  years  out  of  the  weekly  sum  of  700/. 
arising  out  or  the  Post-office,  and  out  of  tb# 
duties  upon  hides,  skins,  vellum  suid  parch- 
ment, granted  m this  session  of  parliament,  be 
set  apart  and  appropriated  for  raising  a sum 
not  exceeding  1,500,000/.  by  contribution,  for 
Exchequer  orders  payable  in  course,  with  a 
certain  encrease  of  principal  and  interest,  ac- 
cording to  several  classes,  with  addition  of 
chances.  2.  That  a Fund  be  granted  to  her 
majesty,  her  heirs  and  successors,  for  payment 
of  the  interest  of  61.  percent,  per  ann.  from  the 
24th  of  December,  1711,  for  the  several  public 
debts  and  deficiencies,  for  which  a supply  was 
granted  by  the  resolutions  of  this  House  the 
10th  of  March  Inst;  and  also  for  the  interest 
lor  the  said  debts  and  deficiencies  to  the  25th 
of  December,  1711;  and  that  such  Fund  be 
made  redeemable  by  parliament.  3.  That  to- 
wards the  raising  the  said  Fundy  the  several  im- 
positions and  additional  impositions,  rates  and 
duties,  and  sums  of  money,  winch  by  an  act 
made  in  the  eighth  year  of  her  majesty’s  reign, 
entitled  (nmongother  things)  ‘ An  act  for  con- 
4 turning  several  impositions,  additional  ituposi- 
| 4 tions,  and  duties  upon  goods  imported,  to 
I 4 raise  money  by  way  of  loan  for  the  service  of 
4 the  year  1710,’ were  granted  and  continued,  or 
applied  for  the  payment  of  the  principal-money, 
to  be  lent  or  advanced  by  virtue  of  the  said 
act  or  tlie  interest  thereof,  shall  be  granted  and 
continued  to  her  majesty,  her  Lei:  s and  succes- 
sors, from  the  several  days  and  times  for  which, 
by  the  said  act,  they  are  so  granted  und  con- 
tinued, or  applied  for  ever,  redeemable  by  par- 
liament. 4.  That,  in  order  to  make  the  said 
fund  the  more  effectual,  all  such  tallies,  and 
orders  as  have  been  made  out  by  virtue  of  the 
said  act,  made  in  the  eighth  year  of  her  ma- 
jesty’s reign,  shall  be  engrafted  into,  and  tipou 
the  said  general  fund,  and  that  the  several  im- 
positions, additional  impositions,  rates  and  du- 
ties, and  sums  of  money  by  the  said  act  grant- 
ed, continued  or  applied  for  the  payment  of  the 
said  tallies  and  orders,  shall  be  made  a part  of 
the  said  general  fund,  for  paying  the  said  prin- 

clared  earl  of  Oxford,  and  have  the  staff.  Thia 
man  has  grown  by  persecutions,  turning*  out, 
and  stabbing.  What  waiting,  and  crowding, 
aud  bowing,  wil*  be  at  his  levee  ? yet,  if  human 
nature  be  capable  of  so  much  constancy,  I 
should  believe  he  will  be  the  same  man  still, 
bating  the  necessary  form*  of  grandeur  be  rau#t 
keep  up.”  Swift’*  Journal. 
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cipal  and  interest-money,  during  all  such  time 
as  [lie  same  are  by  tne  said  act  granted,  con- 
tinued, or  applied  as  aforesaid.  5.  That,  Os- 
siards  the  said  tiind,  the  duties  upon  randies, 
and  rates  upon  money  to  be  given  »uh  clerks 
and  apprentices,  which,  by  an  act  made  in  the 
eighth  year  of  her  majesty’s  reign,  were  granted 
to" her  majesty  from  the  first  day  of  May  1710, 
for  the  term  of  five  years,  he  farther  granted 
and  continued  to  her  majesty,  her  heirs  and 
successors,  from  the  Inst  day  of  April  1715,  for 
ever,  redeemable  by  parliament.  6.  That  ihe 
proprietors  of  the  said  Debts  and  Deficiencies, 
be  incorporated,  to  carry  on  the  trade  to  the 
South  Seas.  7.  That  what  the  said  rates  and 
duties  before  agreed  to,  he  part  of  the  said  fund, 
for  payment  of  the  said  interest,  shall  fall  short 
of  paying  the  said  interest,  such  deficiency  shall 
be  annually  paid  out  of  the  first  aids,  that  shall 
from  time  to  time,  be  granted  by  parliament.” 

These  Resolutions  being  the  next  day  re- 
ported were  agreed  to  by  the  House  ; and  a 
Bill  was  ordered  to  be  brought  in  thereupon  *. 

• “ The  last  thing  settled  by  the  parliament, 
was  the  creating  a new  fund  for  a trade  w ith 
Spain.  The  Commons,  on  the  20th  of  January, 
hnd  appointed  a Committee  to  examine  the 
debts  of  the  Navy:  and,  about  two  months 
after  they  reported,  that  these  debts  amounted 
to  above  five  millions.  This  great  debt  upon 
the  navy  was  occasioned  partly  by  the  deficiency 
of  the  funds  appointed  tor  the  service  at  sen, 
but  chiefly  by  the  necessity  of  applying  such 
supplies  as  were  given,  without  appropriating 
clauses,  to  the  service  abroad,  where  it  was  im- 
possible to  carry  it  on  by  credit,  without  ready 
money : so  it  was  judged  necessary  to  let  the 
debt  of  the  navy  run  on  upon  credit;  by  which 
means  it  had  risen  up  to  so  many  millions,  and 
the  discount  on  Navy-bills  was  very  high.  All 
this  debt,  with  many  others,  were  thrown  into 
one  stock,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  9,47 1,325/. 
and  a fund  was  formed  for  paying  an  interest 
or  annuity  of  6 per  cent,  till  the  principal  should 
be  paid,  which  interest  amounted  to  tne  annual 
sum  of  563,279/.  10s.  For  the  raising  of  this 
sum,  all  the  duties  upon  wines,  vinegar,  and 
tobacco,  India  goods,  wrought  silks,  whale-fins, 
fitc.  were,  after  the  year  17  16,  coutttiued  for 
ever,  and  till  then  the  parliament  was  to  make 
an  annual  provision  for  the  interest.  With 
this  fund  was  also  granted  the  monopoly  of  n 
supposed  trade  to  the  South-sea  or  coast  of 
Peru  in  America ; the  several  proprietors  of  j 
the  Navy-bills,  Debentures,  and  other  public  ; 
securities,  being  to  be  incorporated  for  that 
purpose.  This  grant  may  justly  be  called  chi- 
merical, since  the  projector  knew  he  was  en- 
tering upon  a negotiation  of  peace,  which  by 
the  cession  of  Spam  and  the  West-Indiesf  would 
for  ever  exclude  the  English  from  the  privileges 
of  trading  to  Peru  and  Mexico.  Accordingly 
instead  of  such  trade,  king  Philip,  upon  the 
conclusion  of  the  pence,  gave  the  precarious 
licence  to  send  a snip  or  two  thither  yearly, 
limiting  them  both  as  to  tonnage  and  value  of 


A Paper  relating  to  the  Bill  about  the  Mine 
Advtnlnrers  censured.]  May  12.  Up»o  * 
Complaint  made  of  a printed  Paper  dehrered 
at  the  do«»r  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and 


cargo.  This  scheme  produced  what  is  called 
the  South-sea  Company. 

The  particulars  of  the  Debts  and  Dt6cie>* 
cies,  that  were  thus  incorporated  were  isfol* 
lows : j".  t.  d. 

The  debt  of  the  Navy  - - - 5,132,539  5 5 
The  debt  of  the  Ordnance  - 154,321  15  8$ 

For  Transport-service  - - - 424,791  5 4 

An  army  and  transport-de- 
benture, to  Sept.  29, 1710  1,018,656  17  9 
Deficient  tallies  and  orders 
on  9 Will.  3,  c.  13,  and 
another  act,  1 Anne,  lor 


laying  duties  on  coals  - - 12,025  1 0 

Debts  between  Sept.  29, 

1710,  and  Dec.  25,  1710, 
in  the  Orticesof  the  Navy, 

Victualling,  and  Trans- 
port - - 378,859  5 3} 

On  subsidies  to  the  Elector 
of  Hanover  and  D.  of  Zell  9,375  0 0 
The  interest  of  the  said 
debt*  as  carry  interest, 
from  Dec.  25,  1710,  to 

Dec.  25,  1711  85,000  0 0 

For  money  lent  pursuant  to 
an  act,  H Anne,  c.  13,  to 
raise  money  for  the  year 

1710  1,296,552  9 Hf 

For  interest  due  on  the  same, 

March  25,  1711  - - - - 74,875  19  H 


All  these  amount  to  - - - - 8,585,000  0 0 
The  interest  of  this  sum 
from  March  25,  1711,  to 
Dec.  28,  1711,  at  six  per 

cent. 386,325  0 0 

To  be  raised  for  the  service 

of  the  year  1711  - - - - 500,000  0 0 


The  whole  stock  -----  9,471,325  0 0 


u For  payment  of  the  interest  of  this  Mock  at 
six  per  cent,  the  continuation  of  the  general 
mortgage,  from  1716,  was  granted  to  raise  it* 
annual  sum  of  568,279/.  10#. 

**  The  flatterers  of  the  new  ministers 
great  use  of  this  to  magnify  them,  »nd  to 
asperse  the  old  ministry.  But  the  earl  i 
Godnlphiu’s  unblemished  integrity 
that  no  imputation  of  any  sort  could  be  fasicv- 
ed  on  him;  and  therefore,  to  keep  up  * 
clamour,  they  reflected  on  the  expence  heb^ 
run  the  nation  into,  upon  the  early  successes*3 
1706,  which  were  very  justly  acknowledged- 
and  cleared  in  the  succeeding  session,  as  UtJ 
been  related.  But  thatafiair  was  now  renredf 
and  it  was  said  to  be  an  invasion  of  the 
right  of  the  Commons  in  giving  supplies, 
ente  r on  designs,  and  to  engage  the  natwj*  in 
expence  not  provided  for  by  parliament.  F'  * 
was  aggravated  with  many  tragical  espresW11* 
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dispersed,  entituled,  u Observations  on  the  Bill 
relating  to  the  Miue- Adventurers,”  several  pa- 
ragraph of  it  were  rend,  nnd  thereupon  it  %vns 
unanimously  resolved,  “ That  the  said  printed 
Taper  was  a false,  malicious  aud  scandalous 
Libel,  highly  reflecting  ou  the  honour  and 
justice  of  this  House,  and  the  proceedings 
thereof, ’’  and  a committee  was  appointed  to 
enquire  who  was  the  Author,  Primer  and  Pub- 
lisher of  the  said  Libel.  Six  days  after,  Mr. 
Carter  made  a Report  from  thut  committee, 
in  which,  sir  Humphrey  Muckwortb,  a member 
itot  then  iu  the  House,  being  named,  the  con- 
sideration of  the  said  Report  was  put  off  till  the 
next  day,  when  sir  Humphrey  being  iu  his 
piace,  owned  und  begged  pardon  for  the  writing 
of  the  paper. 

Resolutions  on  the  Increase  of  Public  Debts , 
sud  diverting  Monty  appropriated  bp  Parlia- 
ment.] May  15.  Mr.  Lownri?,  (Secretary  of 
the  Treasury)  presented  to  the  House,  the  Re- 
presentations and  Memorials  made  by  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Victualling,  relating  to  the 
provisions  and  victualling  of  the  land-forces, 
with  » List  of  them.  And  the  order  of  the 
day  being  read,  for  taking  into  farther  consi- 
deration the  lleport  from  the  Committee,  to 
whom  it  wai  referred,  to  examiffe  and  state  the 
Public  Debts,  of  the  Navy,  und  other  public 
otbees,  for  w hich  no  provision  was  made  by 
parliament:  the  House  proceeded  to  take  into 
consideration  the  said  lleport;  and  the  suid 
Representations  and  Memorials  were  read, 
after  which  it  was  resolved,  1.  “ That  the  en- 
cressing  the  public  expences  beyond  the  Sup- 
plies annually  granted  by  parliament,  hath  been 
die  chief  occasion  of  the  debt*  of  the  nation, 
aud  an  invasion  of  the  rights  of  parliament. — 
2.  Tliat  it  appears  to  thi?  House,  That  the  sum 
•*f  660,306 f 7s.  7d.  hath  been  paid  out  of  the 
moneys  issued  to  the  service  of  the  Navy,  for 
provisions  supplied  to  land-forces  sent  to  Spain 
and  Portugal,  and  for  the  garrison  of  Gibraltar, 
fur  which  no  deductions  have  been  made  from 
d»e  pay  of  those  forces,  nor  any  part  of  that 
sum  assigned  to  the  Victualling, notwithstanding 
the  several  letters  und  Representations  made  j 

the  Treasury  in  that  behalf.  3.  That  such 
diverting  of  moneys  issued  to  the  service  of  tire 
Navy,  to  the  land-service,  bath  lessened  the  | 
credit  of  the  Navy,  discouraged  the  seamen,  j 
occasioned  the  paying  extravagant  rates  on  the  j 
Nary-contracts,  and  was  n misapplication  of 
the  public  money.  4.  That  the  applying  any 
8'nii  of  un-appropriated  money,  or  surplusages 
of  funds  to  usages  not  voted,  or  addressed  for 
fey  f*r!Umeut9  hath  been  a misapplication  of  j 
the  public  money.” 

RM  to  prevent  Duelling.]  The  same  day, 
hr  Peter  King  presented  to  tlie  House  4 A Dili 


a subversion  of  the  constitution  ; and  at  the 
tad  of  the  session  an  inflaming  Representation 
•bait  ibis  and  the  thirty-five  millions,  of  which 
•he  accounts  were  not  yet  passed,  was  present- 
e,l  hj  die  Commons  to  the  queen.”  Tmdfd. 
Vol.  vi. 


* to  prevent  Duelling,’  which  was  read  the 
first  time,  aud  ordered  a second  reading.* 

Resolution  for  a Representation  to  the  Queen 
concerning  Mismanagements  and  Abuses.] 
May  24.  It  was  Resolved,  “ That  an  hurnblo 
Representation  be  made  to  her  majesty  upon 
the  several  Reports  and  Resolutions  of  thii 
House  relating  to  the  linprest-Accompts,  the 
public  Debts,  the  Arrears  of  Tuxes,  tbe  Abuse* 
in  the  Victualling,  the  bringing  over  the  Pala- 
tines, and  the  charier  imposed  upon  the  cor- 
poration of  Bewdley,  in  the  county  of  Worces- 
ter:” and  upou  the  debates  of  the  House,  a 
Committee  was  appointed  to  draw  up  the  said 
Representation. 

Representation  of  the  Commons  concerning 
Mismanagements  and  Abuses. j June  4.  The 
Commons,  with  their  Speaker,  repaired  to  St. 
James’s,  and  presented  to  her  majesty  the 
said  Representation,  as  follows  : 

Most  gracious  Sovereign  ; 

u We  your  majesty’s  most  dutiful  and  loyal, 
subjects,  the  Commons  ofGreat  Britain  in  par- 
liament assembled,  have,  with  the  utmost  zeal 
and  unanimity,  applied  ourselves  to  the  dis- 
patch of  those  great  and  important  affairs, 
which  your  majesty  was  pleased  to  recommend 
to  us  from  the  throne,  and  we  humbly  hope, 
that  we  have,  in  every  respect,  answered  your 
majesty’s  expectations  in  calling  this  parliament. 
— jn  making  suitable  provisions  for  the  public 
service,  ne  have  met  with  great  difficulties 
from  the  Anticipation  of  Funds,  and  the  large 
sums  with  which  the  public  Revenues  stand 
charged  for  long  terms  of  years  to  come  : how- 
e\er,  we  have  uot  been  discouraged,  but  have, 
w ith  great  diligence,  carried  on  our  endeavour* 
to  raise  such  supplies,  as,  we  trust,  will  be  effec- 
tual, not  only  for  the  service  of  the  present 
year,  but  also  for  the  discharge  of  the  heavy 
debts,  so  lone,  and  so  justly  complained  of, 
And,  as  the  absolute  necessity  of  carrying  on. 
the  war,  and  our  Resolutions  to  support  the 
public  credit,  and  nmiutain  the  honour  and  jus- 
tice of  parliament,  have  obliged  us  to  increase 
the  burthen  of  tuxes  upon  our  fellow-subjects, 
so  we  are  persuaded;  that  the  same  reason* 
will  induce  them  to  pay  those  taxes  with, 
chcarfuluess  and  satisfaction. — At  the  same 
time,  we  have  thought  it  anotlier  part  of  our 
duty,  to  enquire  iuto  the  causes  of  the  heavy 
debts  we  labour  under,  and  to  trace  the  source 
of  that  great  evil,  as  what  we  thought  would,  in 
some  degree,  satisfy  the  minds  of  your  people, 
and  prevent  the  like  mischief  for  the  future.— 
This  wus  a promise,  and  an  assurance  which  we 
presumed  to  give  your  majesty  at  the  beginning 
of  this  session  : nnd  now,  at  tire  conclusion  of 
:tt  wc  beg  leave  to  lay  before  your  majesty  the 

* This  Bill  was,  on  the  12»b,  ordered  to  he 
brought  in  upon  occasion  of  a Duel  fought 
three  days  before,  between  sir  CholmJy  Deer- 
ing,  hart,  knight  of  t he  shire  for  the  county  of 
Kent,  und  Richard  Thornhill,  esq.;  in  which 
sir  CUolmley  received  a pistol-shot,  of  which 
lie  died  seven  or  eight  hours  after. 

3 U 
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result  of  oor  enquiries,  which,  we  hope,  your  . 
majesty  will  not  judge  to  be  unworthy  your, 
royal  consideration. 

44  In  examining  into  the  State  of  the  War,  1 
and  looking  back  from  the  beginning  of  it,  we 
findj  Hint,  in  several  years, the  service  has  been 
enlarged,  and.  the  charge  of  it  increased  beyond 
the  bounds  prescribed,  and  the  annual  supplies 
granted  by  parliament : to  this  new  and  illegal 
practice,  we  must,  in  great  measure,  ascribe  the 
rise  and  growth  of  the  heavy  Debts  that  lie 
upon  the  nation  ; nor  does  the  consequence  of 
it  end  there  ; for,  we  must  also  represent  it  to 
your  majesty  as  a dangerous  invasion  of  the 
rights  of  parliament.  The  C ommons  must  ever 
assert  it  as  their  sole  and  undoubted  privilege, 
to  grant  money,  and  to  adjust  and  limit  the 
proportions  of  it ; and  wiun  your  majesty  hat 
recommended  to  tliem,  to  consider  of  Supplies, 
and  they  have  deliberated  upon  the  several  Es- 
timates for  the  annunl  services,  and  considered 
and  determined  what  the  nation  is  able  to  bear, 
their  proceedings  would  be  very  vain  and  inef- 
fectual, if,  after  the  respective  sums  are  stated, 
and  granted,  those,  through  whose  hands  the 
disposition  of  them  passes,  are  allowed^  in  any 
measure,  to  alter  and  enlarge  them.  This  is  ri> 
attempt  which  very  little  differs  from  levying 
money  without  consent  of  parliament,  as  will 
appear  to  your  majesty  from  this  one  consider- 
ation, that  a charge  of  that  kind  once  iucurrrd, 
and  laid  ns  a debt  upon  the  navy,  or  any  other 
public  office,  is  so  far  binding  upon  Parliament, 
that,  how  little  soever  they  approve  of  the 
means  by  which  it  was  contracted,  yet  the  pub- 
lic credit  being  pawned,  the  Commons  cannot, 
without  the  rum  of  that,  refuse  to  provide  for  it. 

“ This  also  has  been  an  occasion,  why  great 
sums  of  unappropriated  money,  arising  from  the 
exc6cdings  and  surplusages  of  seme  of  the  funds 
grunted  by  Parliament,  have  not  been  applied, 
as  they  ought  to  have  lieeo,  in  aid  of  the  defi- 
ciencies of  other  funds.  Had  this  just  care 
been  observed,  the  debts  of  the  nation  could 
not  have  increased  to  so  exorbitant  an  height : 
but  other  uses  were  fuutid  out,  such  as  were 
neither  voted,  nor  addressed  for,  by  Parliament, 
which,  therefore,  we  adjudge  to  have  been  n 
misapplication  of  the  public  money. 

With  regard  to  the  Debts  of  the  Navy,  we 
find,  that  one  great  discouragement  and  burthen, 
which  that  part  of  the  service  lias  lain  under, 
hns  been  from  a liberty  that  has  been  used,  of 
diverting  several  sums  issued  to  that  sendee,  and 
transferring  them  to  other  purports,  for  which 
they  were  not  intended;  particularly,  that  the 
•urn  of  6(30,806/.  7s.  7d.  belonging  to  the  navy, 
has  been  paid  fur  provisions  supplied  to  land 
forces  sent  to  Spain  and  Portugal,  and  fer  the 
arrison  of  Gibraltar;  for  which,  no  deductions 
ave  bees  made  tor  llie  pay  of  those  forces,  nor 
ntty  part  of  that  sum  re- assigned  to  theVictun!- 
ling,  notwithstanding  the  several  acts  of  parlia- 
ment provided,  and  the  many  letters  writ,  and 
representations  made  to  the  Treasury  in  that 
behalf.  This  un  justifiable  proceeding ‘has  been 
a dj-couiitgcment  to  seamen,  occasioned  the 
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paving  extravagant  rates  npoa  contracts,  trd 
lias  tery  much  contributed  to  sink  the  credituf 
the  navy. 

44  To  this  we  must  arid  the  many  notorioo 
Embezzlements,  and  scandalous  Abuses,  * hid 
appear  to  have  been  practised,  ns  well  in  the  j 
management  of  your  majesty’s  Biew-bmae,** 
in  the  contract*  for  fuiuiduu;'  the  navy  with 
Beer.  We  have  already  presumed  to  wkbss 
your  majesty,  that  several  pertain  whom  «t 
have  discovered  to  have  been  guilty  of  tbse 
frauds,  should  be  prosecuted  at  law  fur  their  ok 
fences  ; and  we  entirely  rely  upca  jouroujo* 
ty*s  most  gracious  assurance,  that  those  prow* 
cutions  should  be  etlcclttnliy  carried  on:  But 
wo  must  also,  upon  this  occasion,  beg  leave, 
farther  to  represent  to  your  majesty,  That  the 
Commissioners  appointed  to  take  care  of  tie 
V ictualling  your  majesty’s  Navy,  hare  Utu 
guilty  of  great  negligence  ami  reuiissiiewio  their 
duty;  for  the  instructions,  which  go  along  with 
that  Commission,  are  so  well  adapted  to  the 
preventing  those  very  abuses  which  hare  t*ea 
committed,  that  nothing  but  a notorious misma- 
nagement in  that  office, and  an  inexcusable  nq* 
lectin  pursuing  tho-e  instructions,  could  bait 
given  way  to  the  great  loss  tlie  public  lias  sus- 
tained in  that  part  of  the  service, 

41  The  evil  effects  of  this  Mismanagement  m 
public  offices,  mid  misapplication  of  Pariu- 
inentary  Supplies,  have  betn  increased  by  d* 
very  methods  of  bringing  in  the  public  hkhkt; 
for  it  has  appeared  to  us,  that  the  receiver* of 
the  lain!  tux,  mid  of  the  other  revenues,  ten 
not  been  called  upon  to  pay  in  the  money  they 
had  received,  in  due  time,  as  the  law  require. 
Such  has  been  the  extreme  remissness,  sod  cc* 
accountable  indulgence  of  those,  whose  duty  S 
was  to  oblige  those  receivers  to  make  due  mi 
punctual  payments,  tlmt  on  the  8th  day  of  be* 
cember,  1710,  there  was  an  a r rear  of  rbe 
ral  land  taxes,  for  3 years,  ending  the  24th - 
March,  1709,  amounting  to  the  sum  -i 
272,596/.  8s.  8<i.  some  part  of  which  wasp*/ 
into  the  Exchequer  after  the  Common)  W 
ordered  an  enquiry  into  that  matter;  yet  tbs 
sum  standing  out,  at  the  beginning  of  April, 
1711,  was  180,439/.  7s.  Cc/.£.  From  the ocisr 
sions,  the  public  remains  long  under  the  load** 
interest,  for  want  of  that  money  which  ficsn 
the  hands  of  receivers;  so  that  the  Sopphes  , 
granted  to  your  majesty,  however  large, or«H  j 
proportioned  to  the  occasious  of  the  war,c«^  j 
never  prove  effectual  to  prevent  the  iucuc* 
brance  of  debts,  whilst  they  were  neither  co> 
Iccted  nor  disbursed  faithfully,  according  tu  Uf 
cuds  and  methods  designed  bv  parliament. 

“ Thus  far  we  have  pr-X-wcd  in  discoid*! 
some  of  those  causes  which  have  brought* 
great  n weight  of  d(  bt?  ftpou  the  natimi,  ou.l 3f 
might  have  made  a much  greater  progress in 00 
enquiries,  if  the  account?  of  the  public  owor? 
had  been  regularly  posted ; hut  to  oor  p** 
surprize  and  concern,  we  find,  that  they  »■*»), 
of  bite  years,  had  the  management  of 
jesty’s  treasury,  and  ought  to  hwc 
the  several  accountants  duly  to  pass  thru  ** 


1029]  PARL.  HIST.  10  Anne,  1711  .--concerning  Mismanagement  and  Abusa.  [HKJQ 


Retire  accounts,  have  bfien  guilty  of  so  no- 
orious  a breach  of  irust,  and  of  so  high  an  in- 
ustice  to  the  nation,  that  the  monies  granted 
>y  parliament,  and  issued  for  the  public  service 
o Christmas,  1710,  there  remains  unaccounted 
or  the  sunt  of  35,302,107/.  for  a great  part  of 
'Inch  no  accounts  have  so  much  uj  been  laid 
jeiore  the  auditors  ; and  for  the  rest,'  though 
■ome  accounts  have  been  brought  in,  yet  they 
me  not  been  prosecuted  by  the  accountants, 
tnd  finished.  Tins  Ims  made  it  impracticable 
hr  as  to  arrive  at  so  exact  a know  ledne  of  the 
Kate  of  the  nation,  with  regard  to  the  public 
money,  as  we  wished  and  might  have  expected ; 
ind  your  majesty  will  phase  to  consider,  in 
uich  an  immense  spin  unaccounted  for,  how 
many  embezzlements  may  be  concealed,  Hiid 
hoar  justly  it  may  be  suspected,  that  so  scanda- 
lous a remissuess  has  been  allowed  with  no 
other  design.  We  humbly  beseech  your  ma- 
jesty, that  you  will  give  immediate  and  effectual 
directions  for  the  compelling  the  several  imprest 
accountants  speedily  to  pass  their  accounts; 
and,  in  the  mean  time,  we  humbly  hope,  your 
majesty  will  approve  the  resolution  of  your 
Commons,  * That  such  of  the  accountants 
*ho  have  neglected  their  duty  in  prosecuting 
their  accounts,  ought  no  longer  to  be  entrusted 
with  receiving  the  public  money.’ 

“ We  cannot  omit  taking  notice  to  your 
®*Jc**y>  of  another  extraordinary  instance,  in 
which  the  public  money  has  been  misapplied, 
by  bringing  over  the  poor  Palatines  to  inhabit 
and  settle  themselves  in  this  kingdom  : this 
was  not  only  an  extravagant  and  unreasonable  • 
expencc  in  itself,  but  many  other  ways  uneasy  j 
and  grievous  to  your  people ; for,  as  it  was 
*mble,  that  such  numbers  of  necessitrus  and 
useless  foreigners  must  unavoidably  tend  to  the 
increase  and  oppression  of  the  poor  of  this 
kingdom,  so,  being  a mixture  of  people  of  all  j 
religions,  it  was  evident,  bow  dangerous  they  • 
might  prove  to  the  quiet  of  our  government, 
and  the  constitution  of  our  established  church. 
Cpun  what  encouragement  and  invitation  they 
cauie  over,  we  have  not  been  able  to  discover ; 
hut  we  look  upon  it  as  certain,  that  the  calling 
°*er  so  many  families  from  a country  so  remote 
could  not  be  brought  about  without  industry 
^d  contrivance;  and  those  who  were  con- 
cerned in  it,  seemed  to  have  been  conscious 
ot  the  evil  of  their  own  designs,  by  the  secrecy 
*ith  which  they  pursued  them.  Yrnir  majesty, 
great  wisdom,  will  best  recollect  from 
whence  this  attempt  and  advice  proceeded,  and 
we  humbly  represent  it  ns  our  opinion,  that 
the  authors  of  it  were  enemies  to  your  majesty 
atMi  your  kingdom. 

“ We  beg  leave  to  offer  to  your  majesty’s 
consideration  but  one  thing  more,  which  has 
^srmed  your  people  with  just  fear*,  the  arbi- 
Jrary  attempt  of  new  modelling  Corporations 
? lmP°5,ng  a Charter  upon  the  borough  of 
i a charter  void  and  illegal,  not  being 
jccepted  by  the  corporation  (lien  in  being,  | 
^tractive  ofthe  constitution  of  the  parliament 
transferring  the  rights  of  electors  to  others ; 


and  injurious  to  your  majesty’s  subjects,  in 
divesting  them  of  their  franchises  aud  freeholds, 
even  after  they  had  been  ntliimed  by  judgments 
upon  the  rigorous  prosecutions  of  Quo  War- 
runtos.  We  return  your  majesty  our  most 
humble  thanks  for  putting  a stop  to  so  pernici- 
ous a precedent,  by  ordering  the  proper  me- 
thods to  be  taken  for  repealing  the  said  charter 
and  quieting  the  borough  in  (he  possession  of 
their  ancient  privileges  : we  are  truly  sensible 
of  your  majesty's  tender  regard  to  the  rights  of 
all  your  people  ; and  we  cannot  without  indig- 
nation reflect  upon  the  oppressive  designs  of 
those  evil  counsellors,  who  endeavoured  to 
have  brought  a blemish  of  this  kind  upoo  your 
tunjf  sty’s  most  just  and  gentle  reign. 

“ From  all  these  evil  practices,  and  worse 
designs,  of  some  persons,  who  had,  by  false 
professions  of  love  to  thtaf  country,  insinuated 
themselves  into  your  royal  favour,  irreparable 
mischief  had  accrued  to  the  public,  had  not 
your  majesty,  m your  great  wisdom,  seasonably 
Uncovered  the  fatal  tendency  of  such  measures? 
and,  out  of  your  singular  goodness  to  your 
people,  removed  from  the  administration  of 
afluirs,  those  wlm  had  so  ill  answered  the 
favourable  opinion  your  majesty  had  conceived 
of  them,  and,  in  so  many  instances,  giossiy 
abused  the  great  trust  reposed  in  them.  Your 
people  could  with  greater  patience  have  suffer- 
ed the  manifold  injuries  done  to  themselves 
by  the  frauds  and  depredations  of  such  evil 
ministers,  had  not  the  same  men  proceeded  to 
treat  your  sacred  person  with  undutifulness  aud 
disregard  ; but,  as  the  interests  of  jour  majesty 
and  your  people  are  inseparable  and  by  your 
majesty  and  your  good  subjects  inseparably 
pursued,  the  wrongs  which  these  men  had  done 
to  the  public,  drew  upon  them  your  royal  dis- 
pleasure ; and  their  irreverence  towards  your 
majesty  justly  exposed  them  to  the  indignation 
of  your  people. 

“ Your  majesty  had,  from  the  beginning  of 
your  auspicious  reign,  expressed  a truly  Chris- 
tian moderation  by  promises  of  lenity  and  pro- 
tection to  all  your  peaceable  subjects,  and  of 
countenance  and  favour  to  those  who  should 
most  recommend  themselves  by  their  zeal  for 
the  established  government  in  church  and 
state;  but  these  ministers  framed  to  themselves 
wild  and  unwarrantable  schemes  of  balancing 
parties,  and  under  a false  pretence  of  temper 
and  moderation,  did  really  encourage  faction 
by  discountenancing  and  depressing  persons 
zealously  affected  to  your  majesty  and  to  the 
church,  and  by  extending  their  fnvour  and 
patronage  to  men  of  licentious  and  impious 
principles,  such  as  shake  the  very  foundation 
of  all  government,  and  ail  religion. 

u Out  of  our  unfeigned  zeal  for  your  majes- 
ty’s honour  and  service,  nnd  our  faithful  affec- 
tion to  the  public  good,  we  cannot  forbear  with- 
al! humility  and  earnestness  to  beseech  your  tna* 
jesty  that  you  would  avoid,  as  the  greatest  ene- 
mies to  your  royal  dignity,  and  to  your  people’s 
safety,  all  persons  who  shall  endeavour  to  engage 
you  in  such  pernicious  measures,  aud  dial 
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SECOND  SESSION  of  the  THIRD  PAR- 
LIAMENT or  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  Queen's  Speech  on  opening  the  Srtiion.] 
December  7,  1711.  The  queen  went  in  state 
to  the  House  of  Peers  and  opened  the  session 
with  the  following  Speech  to  both  Houses  ; 

u My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  ; I have  called 
you  together  as  soon  as  the  public  affairs  would 
permit*;  and  I am  glad  that  I can  now  tell  you 
that,  notwithstanding  the  arts  of  those  who  de- 
light in  war,  both  place  and  time  are  appoint- 
ed tor  opening  the  Treaty  of  a general  Peace. — 
Our  allies  (especially  the  States  General,) whose 
interest  I look  upon  as  inseparable  from  my 
own,  have,  by  their  ready  concurrence,  express- 
ed their  entire  confidence  in  me;  and  I have 
no  reason  to  doubt, but  that  my  own  subjects  are. 
assured  of  my  particular  enre  of  them.— My  1 
chief  concern  is,  that  the  Protestant  religion, 
and  the  laws  and  liberties  of  these  nations,  may 
be  continued  to  you,  by  securing  the  Succes- 
sion to  the  crown,  as  it  is  limited  by  parlia- 
ment, to  the  house  of  Hanover. — I shall  en- 
deavour, that  after  a war  which  has  cost  so 
much  blood  and  treasure,  you  may  find  your 
interest  in  trade  an'd  commerce  improved  and 
eularged  by  a peace,  with  all  other  advanta- 
ges which  a tender  and  affectionate  sovereign 
can  procure  for  a dutiful  and  loyal  people. — 
The  princes  and  states,  which  hare  been  enga- 
ged with  us  in  this  war,  being  by  treaties  enti- 
tled to  have  their  several  interests  secured  at  n 
peace;  I will  not  only  do  my  utmost  to  procure 
every  one  of  them  all  reasonable  satisfaction  ; 
but  I shall  also  unite  with  them  in  the  strict- 
est engagements  for  continuing  the  Alliance,  in 
order  to  render  the  general  peace  secure  and 
lasting. — The  best  way  to  have  this  Treaty  ef- 
fectual, will  be  to  make  early  provision  for  the 
campaign  : Therefore  I mu-st  ask  of  you,  gen- 
tlemen of  the  House  wf  Commons,  the  neces- 
sary supplies  for  the  next  year’s  war ; and  I do 

meet  on  Friday  next;  the  Whigs  will  have  a 
great  majority  in  the  House  of  Lords  ; no  core 
is  taken  to  prevent  it  ; there  is  too  much  neg- 
lect ; they  arc  warned  of  it,  and  that  signi- 
fies nothing  : it  was  feared  there  would  \>e  some 

eevish  Address  from  the  Lords  against  a peace. 

t is  said  about' the  town,  that  several  of  the 
allies  begin  now  to  be  content  that  n peace 
should  be  treated. 

“ Dec.  5.  The  Whig  lords  are  doing  their  ut- 
most for  a majority  against  Friday,  and  de- 
sign, if  they  can,  to  address  the  queen  against 
the  peace.  Lord  Nottingham,  n famous  Tory 
and  speech-maker,  is  gone  over  to  the  Whig 
side  : they  toast  him  daily,  and  lord  Wharton 
says,  * It  is  Dismal  ’ (so  they  call  him  from  his 
looks)  4 will  save  England  at  last.’ 

4<  Dec.  0.  To  morrow  is  the  fatal  day  for  the  j 
parliament  meeting,  and  we  are  full  of  hopes 
and  fears.  We  reckon  we  have  a majority  of 
10  on  our  side  in  the  House  of  Lords  ; yet  I 
observed  Mrs.  Masham  a little  uneasy ; she  as- 
sures me  the  queen  is  stout/’  Swift’s  Journal. 


most  earnestly  recommend  to  you,  to  make  sock 
dispatch  therein  as  may  convince  our  enemies 
that,  if  we  cannot  obtain  a good  peace,  we  ere 
prepared  to  carry  on  tho  war  with  vigour.— 
Whatever  you  give,  will  be  still  in  your  own 
power  to  apply ; and  I doubt  not  but,  in  a 
little  time  after  the  opening  of  the  Treaty,  we 
shall  be  able  to  judge  of  its  event. 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ; As  I hav* 
had  your  chcarfui  assistance  for  the  carrying 
on  this  long  and  chargeable  war ; so  1 assure 
myself,  that  no  true  Protestant,  or  good  subject, 
will  envy  Britain,  or  me,  the  glory  and 
tacnon  of  ending  the  same,  by  a just  and  ho- 
nourable peace  for  us  and  all  our  allies. — Such 
a peace  will  give  new  life  to  our  foreign  trade, 
and  I shall  do  my  utmost  to  improve  that  happy 
opportunity  to  encourage  our  home  manufac- 
tures, which  will  tend  to  the  easing  of  my 
subjects  in  that  excessive  charge  they  now  lie 
under  in  maintaining  the  poof^  and  to  correct 
and  redress  such  abuses  as  may  have  crept  into 
any  part  of  the  administration  daring  so  long  a 
war. — I cannot  conclude,  without  earnestly  re- 
commending to  you  all  unanimity  ; and  that 
you  will  carefully  avoid  every  thing  which  may 
give  occasion  to  the  enemy  to  think  us  a peo- 
ple divided  amongst  ourselves,  and  consequent- 
ly prevent  our  obtaining  that  good  peace,  of 
which  we  have  such  reasonable  hopes,  aad  #o 
near  a view. — I pray  God  direct  vour  consult- 
ations to  this  end,  that  being  delivered  from 
the  hardships  of  war,  you  may  become  a happy 
and  u nourishing  people.” 

Debate  on  a Clause  offered  by  the  Earivf 
Nottingham.]  As  soon  as  the  queen  had  end- 
ed her  speech,  she  retired  into  a room,  and, 
hnving  taken  off  her  robes,  came  back  incognito 
to  the  House  of  Peers,  both  to  hear  the  de- 
bates, and,  by  her  presence,  to  moderate  any 
heats,  that  might  arise  ; which  however,  was  by 
some  observed  to  be  unusual  on  the  day  the  so- 
vereign opens  a session  of  parliament.  The 
carl  of  Ferrers  having  made  a motion  for  an 
Address  of  thanks  to  the  queen  for  her  speech, 
The  Earl  of  Nottingham  rose  up,  and  very 
copiously  set  forth  44  The  insufficiency  and 
! cuptiotisness  of  the  late  preliminaries ; made  a 
lively  representation  of  the  danger  of  treating 
upon  so  precarious  a foundation ; urged  the  ex- 
press engagements,  which  Great-Britam  had 
entered  into  with  the  allies,  to  restore  tbe  i»- 
tire  monarchy  of  Spain  to  the  house  of  Austria  ; 
and  tbe  necessity  of  carrying  on  the  war  with 
vigour  till  those  engagements  were  made  good ; 
adding,  44  That,  though  he  had  a numerous 
| family,  he  would  readily  contribute  halt'  bis  in- 
| come  towards  it,  rather  than  acquiesce  in  a 
peace,  which  he  thought  unsafe  and  dishonoura- 
ble to  his  country  and  all  Europe.”  He  con- 
cluded with  offering  a clause  to  be  inserted  la 
the  Address  of  thanks,  4 To  represent  to  her 
4 majesty,  as  the  humble  opinion  and  advice  of 

* the  House,  that  no  Peace  could  be  safe  or 

* honourable  to  Great-Bntaiu,  or  Europe,  if 
‘ Spain  and  the  West-Indies  were  allotted  to 
( any  branch  of  the  House  of  Bourbon/ 
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The  Lord  Guernsey,  brother  to  tin?  carl  of 
Nottingham,  said,  u That  such  b clause  was 
foreign  to  an  Address  of  thunks  : that,  in  all 
probability,  few  of  the  members  of  the  House 
»ere  prepared  to  speak  to  it ; hut  that  it  might 
be  debated  at  a more  convenient  time,  when 
according  to  cits’*  n,  the  Home  should  take 
into  consideration  tne  state  of  the  nation.” 
lie  was  seconded  by  the  lord  North  and 
Grey, and  auother  peer;  and  the  Lord  Treasu- 
rer added,  “That  according  to  the  rules  mid 
order*  of  tlie  House,  this  was  not  the  proper 
time  to  debate  such  n motion.”  Upon  this. 

The  Enrl  of  Wharton  appealed  to  the 
House  whether  there  were  any  such  order  ? and 
the  duke  of  Buckingham,  the  most  versed  in 
piduunentarv  proceedings, having  overruled  the 
Treasurer’s  objection,  the  earl  ol  Wharton  pro- 
ceeded ; spoke  with  great  zeal  against  the  pre- 
liminary articles  offered  by  France ; and  insist- 
ed upon  the  necessity  of  inserting  in  the  Ad- 
dress the  clause  offered  by  the  earl  of  Notting- 
ham. He  was  supported  by 
The  Earl  of  Sunderland , who  answered  the 
abjection  raised  by  some  peers  of  the  opposite 
wie,  namely,  that  they  were  not  prepared  to 
speak  to  that  motion  ; 44  What,  my  lords,  said 
he,  is  it  possible,  that  any  member  of  this  il- 
lustrious house  should  be  unprepared  to  de- 
bate an  afTair,  w hich,  for  these  ten  years  pasr, 
bas  been  the  principal  subject-matter  of  our 
consultation*  ? do  not  wc  sit  iu  the  same  house  ? 
and  are  we  not  the  peers  who  have  con- 
stantly been  of  opinion,  and  have  often  repre- 
sented to  her  majesty,  that  no  safe  and  honour- 
able peace  can  be  made,  unless  Spain  and  the 
W est-Indies  be  recovered  from  the  House  of 
Bourbon?  It  is  true,  I see  some  new  faces 
among  us  : but  even  that  lord,  who  sits  on  the 
»oolp*ck  [meaning  the  Lord  Treasurer]  may 
well  remember,  that,  in  the  late  reign,  four 
lords  were  impeached  for  having  made  a Par- 
tition-treaty.” 

The  Earl  of  Anglesey , (who,  with  tlie  duke 
of  Ormond,  was  just  come  into  the  House,  hav- 
ing that  morning  travelled  above  30  miles  in 
their  return  from  Ireland)  represented  44  the 
necessity  of  easing  the  nation  of  the  burden 
«f  tins  expensive  war,  and  said,  they  ought  to 
leave  it  to  her  majesty’s  wisdom  to  conclude  a 
peace,  when  she  thought  it  convenient  for  the 
food  of  her  subjects adding, 44  that  we  might 
nave  enjoyed  that  blessing  soon  after  the  battle 
of  Ramillies,  if  the  same  had  not  been  put  off 
by  some  persons,  whose  interest  it  was  to  pro- 
long the  war.” 

The  Duke  of  ?tLirlborough,  who  could  not 
but  perceive  that  this  suggestion  was  levelled 
•gaum  him,  made  a long  and  pathetic  speech, 
wherein,  among  other  things,  he  said,  44  he 
thought  himself  happy,  in  having  nn  opportuni- 
ty given  him  of  vindicating  himself  on  so  ma- 
terial a point,  which  his  enemies  hail  so  loudly, 
•od  so  unjustly,  laid  to  his  charge,  before  a 
perron  [meaning  the  queen,  anil  making  n bow 
towards  the  place  where  her  majesty  was]  who 
knowing  the  integrity  of  his  heart,  aud  the  up- 


rightness of  his  conduct,  would  not  fail  doing 
him  justice.  That  he  referred  himself  to  tint 
queen,  whether,  whilst  he  had  the  honour  to 
serve  her  mrjesty,  as  general  and  plenipoten- 
tiary, he  had  not  constantly  informed  her,  and 
her  oouncil,  of  nil  the  proposals  of  peace,  that 
had  been  made:  and  hud  not  desired  instruc- 
tions fur  his  conduct  on  that  subject?  That  he 
could  declare  with  a safe  conscience,  in  the 
presence  of  her  majesty,  of  that  illustrious  as- 
sembly, and  of  that  Supreme  Being,  who  is  in- 
fin  itely-nbove  all  the  powers  upon  earth,  and 
before  whom,  according  to  the  ordinary  course 
of  nature,  he  must  soon  appear,  to  tin  e an  ac- 
count of  his  actions,  tb.it  he  ever  was  desirous 
of  a safe,  honourable,  and  lasting  peace;  and 
that  he  was  always  very  fur  from  any  design  of 
prolonging  the  war  for  his  own  private  advan- 
tage, as  his  enemies  had  most  falsely  insinuated. 
That  his  advanced  age,  and  the  many  fatigues 
he  had  undergone,  made  him  earnestly  wish  for 
retirement  and  repose,  to  think  of  eternity  the 
remainder  of  his  days;  tbernther,  because  he 
had  not  the  least  motive  to  desire  the  conti- 
nuance of  tlie  war,  having  been  so  generously 
rewarded,  and  had  honours  aud  riches  heaped 
upon  him,  far  beyond  his  desert  and  expecta- 
tion, both  by  her  majesty  and  her  parli  *ienU. 
That  be  thought  himself  bound  to  this  public 
acknowledgment  to  her  majesty  aud  his  coun- 
try, that  he  should  always  he  ready  to  serve 
them,  if  he  could  but  crawl  along,  to  obtain  an 
honourable  and  lasting  peace:  hut  that,  at  the 
same  time,  he  must  take  the  liber; y to  declare, 
that  he  could,  by  no  means,  give  into  the  mea- 
sures that  had  lately  been  taken  to  enter  into  a 
negotiation  of  peace  with  France,  upon  the  foot 
of  the  seven  preliminary  articles ; for,  he  was  of 
the  same  opinion  with  the  rest  of  the  allies, 
that  the  safety  and  liberties  of  Europe  would 
be  in  imminent  danger,  if  Spain  and  the  West- 
ludies  were  left  to  the  House  of  Bourbon ; 
which,  with  all  humility,  and  as  he  thought  him- 
self in  duty  hound,  he  had  declared  to  her  ma- 
jesty, whom  he  had  the  honour  to  wait  on,  after 
his  return  from  Iiollmid:  and,  therefore,  he 
was  for  inserting  in  the  Address  the  Clause 
ottered  by  the  earl  of  Nottingham.” 

This  speech,  delivered  with  a most  hearty 
concern,  had  the  greater  weight,  as  it  was  sup- 
ported by  the  lord  Cowper,  the  bishop  of 
Sarutn,  the  lord  Halifax,  and  some  other  peers. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  lord  North  and  (Irey 
and  some  other  officious  courtiers  said,  That, 
since  peace  and  war  belonged  as  prerogatives 
to  the  crown,  it  was  not  proper  to  offer  any  ad- 
vice in  those  matters,  until  it  was  asked : bat 
tli is  was  rejected  with  indignation,  since  it  was 
a constant  practice,  in  all  sessions  of  parlia- 
ment, to  offer  advices  ; no  prerogative  could 
be  above  advice;  this  was  the  end  specified  in 
the  writ,  by  which  a parliament  was  summon- 
ed; nor  was  the  motion  for  a delay  received. 
The  eyes  of  all  Europe  were  upon  the  present 
session;  and  this  was  a post-iii_;ht:  so  it  was 
fit  they  should  come  to  a present  resolution,  iu 
a matter  of  such  importance. 
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The  Clause  is  agreed  to  by  the  Lords.]  This 
debate  (in  which  the  dukes  of  Shrewsbury  and 
Buckingham  were  observed*  to  say  little  or  no- 
thing) having  lasted  till  near  seven  in  the  even- 
ing, the  question  was  put.  Whether  the  earl  of 
Nottingham's  advice  should  he  part  of  tlie  Ad- 
dress ? and  the  previous  question  being  first 
put,  it  was  carried  by  62  against  54 : so  this 
point  was  gained,  though  by  n small  majority. 

It  was  expected  that  the  court- party  would 
the  next  day  have  the  majority,  by  means 
of  the  proxies  which  eight  Scots  peers  had 
sent  to  the  duke  of  Hamilton  and  the  earl  of 
Alar.  Wherefore,  when  the  Address  of  the 
lords  was  reported  to  the  House,  by  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  prepare  it,  the  court  tried 
to  get  the  whole  mutter  to  be  contested  over 
again,  pretending,  that  the  debate  was  not  now, 
upon  the  matter,  debated  the  day  before,  hut 
only  whether  they  should  agree  to  the  draught, 
prepared  by  the'coinmitlee : but  that  part  of  it, 
which  contained  the  advice,  was  conceived  in 
the  very  words,  in  which  the  vote  had  passer! ; 
and  it  was  a standing  rule,  that  what  was  once 
voted, could  never  again  he  brought  into  question 
during  that  session.  This  was  so  sacred  a rule, 
that  many  of  those,  who  voted  with  the  court 
the  <a  y before,  expressed  their  indignation 
against  it,  ns  subverting  the  very  constitution  of 
parliaments,  if  things  might  be  thus  voted  and 
unvoted  again, from  day  today:  yet  even  upon 
this  a division  was  called  for,  but,  the  majority 
appearing  so  evidently  against  the  motion,  it 
was  yielded,  without  counting  the  House.* 


* “ Dec.  7.  This  being  the  day  the  parlia- 
ment was  to  meet,  and  the  great  question  to 

be  determined,  I went  to  Dr.  Freind  to  dine 
in  the  city,  on  purpose  to  be  out  of  the  wny, 

and  we  sent  our  printer  to  see  what  was  our 
fate ; but  he  gave  us  a most  melancholy  ac- 
count of  things.  The  earl  of  Nottingham  be- 
gan, and  spoke  against  a peace,  and  desired 
that  in  their  Address  they  might  put  iu  a Clause 
to  advise  the  queen  not  to  make  a peace  with- 
out Spain  ; which  was  debated,  and  carried  by 
the  Whigs  by  about  six  voices  : and  this  has 
happened  entirely  by  my  Lord  Treasurer’s 
neglect,  who  did  not  take  timely  care  to  make 
up  all  his  strength,  although  every  one  of  us 
gave  him  caution  enough.  Nottingham  has 
certainly  been  bribed.  The  question  is  yet 
only  carried  in  tlie  committee  of  the  whole 
house,  and  we  hope  when  it  is  reported  to  the 
bouse  to-morrow,  we  shall  have  a majority  by 
some  Scot*  lords  coming  to  town.  However, 
it  is  a mighty  blow  and  loss  of  reputation  to 
Lord  Treasurer,  and  inny  end  iu  his  ruin.  I 
bear  the  thing  only  ns  the  printer  brought  it, 
who  was  at  the  debate;  but  how  the  ministry 
take  it,  or  what  their  hopes  and  fears  are,  I 
cannot  tell  until  I see  them.  I shall  be  early 
with  the  Secretary  to-morrow,  and  then  I will 
tell  you  more,  and  shall  write  a full  account  to 
^he  bishop  of  Clogher  to-morrow,  and  to  the 
archbishop  of  Dublin,  if  1 have  time.  I am 
horribly  down  at  present ! I long  to  know  how 
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The  Lords*  Address.]  December  11.  T* 
I/orda  waited  on  the  queen  with  their  Ad- 
dress, which  was  as  follows : “ We  year 
majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  t* 


Lord  Treuswrer  bears  this,  and  what  rented; bi 
has.  «- 

“ Dec.  8.  I was  early  this  momio;  vita 
the  Secretary,  and  talked  over  dm  rosixrr. 
11c  hoped,  that  when  it  was  reported  this  da; 
iu  the  House  of  Lords,  they  would  dangnt 
with  their  committee,  and  to  the  outtetaadd 
go  off,  only  with  a little  loss  of  reputation  to 
Lord  Treasurer.  I dined  with  Dr.  Cocktoro, 
and  after  a Scotch  member  came  in,  and  taU 
us  that  the  Clause  was  carried  against  the 
court  in  the  House  of  Lords  almost  two  to 
one j 1 went  immediately  to  Mrs.  Masbam.iH 
meeting  Dr.  Arbuthnott  (the  queen’s  fararto 
physician)  we  went  together.  She  was  yet 
come  from  waiting  at  the  queen’s  dinner,  and 
going  to  her  own.  She  had  heard  iiotbiof  of 
the  thing  being  gone  against  us.  It  seems  Lwd 
Treasurer  bad  been  so  negligent,  that  be 
with  the  queen  while  the  question  was  pat  is 
the  house:  I immediately  told  Mrs.  Masham, 
that  either  she  and  Lord  Treasurer  had  joined 
with  the  queen  to  betray  as,  or  that  the;  t« 
were  betrayed  by  the  queen  : slu*  protested  so- 
lemnly it  was  not  the  former,  and  I belief 
her  ; but  she  gave  me  some  lights  to  suspect 
the  queen  is  changed.  For,  yesterday  wbrn 
the  queen  wus  going  from  the  house,  where  dw 
sat  to  hear  the  debate,  the  duke  of  Shrewsbury 
Lord  Chamberlain,  asked  her,  whether  be  or 
the  great  chamberlain  Lindsay  ought  to  led 
her  out ; she  unswered  short, 4 Neither  of  you,’ 
and  gave  her  hand  to  the  duke  of  Some***, 
who  was  louder  than  any  in  the  house  for  the 
clause  against  Peace.  She  gave  me  one  or  two 
more  instances  of  this  sort,  which  convince  ok 
that  the  queen  is  false,  or  at  least  very  nwch 
wavering.  Mr.  Mashaai  begged  us  to  stay 
because  Lord  Treasurer  would  call,  and  *r 
were  resolved  to  fall  on  him  about  bis  negf- 
gence  in  securing  a majority.  He  came,  ad 
np  pea  re*  I in  good  humour  as  usual,  but  l 
thought  his  countenance  was  much  cast  do«o, 

I rallied  him,  and  desired  him  to  give  rae  to 
staff,  which  he  did  ; I told  him,  If  be  would 
secure  it  me  a week,  I would  set  oil  right:  be 
asked,  How  ? I said,  I would  immediate!;  tart 
lord  Marlborough,  his  two  daughters,  the  dale 
and  duchess  of  Somerset, and  iordCholmondck; 
out  of  all  their  employments;  und  I believed 
had  not  a friend  but  w:«s  of  my  opinion.  Ar* 
buthnott  asked,  llow  lie  came  uot  to  secure* 
majority  ? He  could  answer  nothing,  but  that 
he  could  not  help  it,  if  fienple  would  lie  tod 
forswear.  A poor  answer  for  a great  minuter- 
There  fell  from  him  a scripture  expression, 
that 4 the  hearts  of  kines  are  unsearchable.’  1 
told  him,  It  wus  what  1 feared,  aud  was  from 
him  the  worst  news  lie  could  tell  me.  I l*g^ 
him  to  know  what  we  had  to  trust  to;  he  stack 
a little ; but  at  lust  bid  n»e  not  fear,  for 
would  be  well  yet.  We  would  lam  have  bad 
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Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  in  parliament 
assembled,  do,  with  hearts  full  of  gratitude  and 
loyalty  to  your  sacred  majesty,  beg  lease  to 

him  eat  a bit  where  he  was,  hut  he  would  go 
home,  it  was  past  six ; lie  made  me  go  home 
with  him.  There  we  found  his  brother  and 
Mr.  Secretary.  He  m.^de  his  son  take  a list  of 
all  in  the  House  of  Commons  who  had  places, 
and  yet  voted  against  the  Court,  in  such  a 
manner  as  if  they  should  lose  their  places : I 
doubt  he  is  not  able  to  compass  it.  This  is  a 
long  journal,  and  of  a day  that  may  produce 
great  alterations,  and  hazard  the  rum  of  Eng- 
land. The  Whigs  are  all  in  triumph;  they 
foretold  how  all  this  would  be,  but  we  thought 
it  boasting.  Nay,  they  said  the  parliament 
should  be  dissolved  before  Christmas,  and  per- 
haps it  may  : this  is  all  your  d — d duchess  of 
Somerset's  doings.  I warned  them  of  it  nine 
months  ago,  and  a hundred  times  since  : the 
Secretary  always  dreaded  it.  I told  Lord 
Treasurer,  I should  have  the  advantage  of  him; 
for  he  would  lose  his  head,  and  I should  only 
be  banged,  and  so  carry  my  body  entire  to  the 
grave. 

“ Dec.  9.  I was  this  morning  with  Mr. 
Secretary;  we  ore  both  of  opinion  that  the 
queen  is  false.  I told  him  what  I heard,  and 
he  confirm ed  it  by  other  circumstances.  I then 
went  to  my  friend  Lewis,  who  had  sent  to  see 
me.  He  talks  of  nothiog  but  retiring  to  Ills 
estate  in  Wales.  He  gave  me  reasons  to  -be- 
lieve the  whole  matter  is  settled  between  the 
(pieen  and  the  Whigs;  he  bears  that  lord  So- 
mers is  to  be  Treasurer,  and  believes,  that 
sooner  than  turn  out  the  duchess  of  Somerset, 
she  will  dissolve  the  parliament,  and  get  n 
W biggish  one,  which  may  be  done  by  managing 
election*.  Tilings  are  now’  in  the  crisis,  and  a 
day  or  two  will  determine.  I hnve  desired  him 
to  engage  Lord  Treasurer,  thnt  ns  soon  as  he 
finds  the  change  is  resolved  on,  .he  will  send 
me  abroad  as  queen’s  secretary  somewhere  or 
other,  where  1 may  remain  till  the  new  mi- 
nisters recal  me ; and  then  I will  he  sick  for 
five  or  six  months  till  the  storm  has  spent  it- 
self. I hope  he  will  grant  me  this;  for  I should 
hardly  trust  myself  to  the  mercy  of  my  enemies 
while  their  anger  is  fresh.  1 dined  to-day  with 
the  Secretary,  who  affects  mirth,  and  seems  to 
hope  all  will  yet  be  well.  I took  him  aside 
after  dinner,  told  him  how  I had  served  them, 
and  had  asked  no  reward,  but  thought  I might 
ask  security;  and  then  desired  the  same  thing  of 
hun,  to  send  me  abroad  before  a change.  He 
embraced  me,  and  swore  he  would  take  the 
same  care  of  me  as  himself,  &c.  but  bid  me 
have  courage,  for  that  in  two  days  my  Lord 
Treasurer's  wisdom  will  appear  greater  than 
®ver;  that  he  suffered  all  that  had  happened 
«n  purpose,  and  had  taken  measures  to  turn  it 
to  advantage.  I said,  God  send  it;  but  l do 
pot  believe  a syllable  ; and  ns  far  as  I can 
judge,  the  game  is  lost.  I shall  know  more 
soou,  and  my  letters  will  at  least  be  a good 
k'itory  to  shew  you  the  steps  of  this  change, 
m.  Vj, 


return  your  majesty  our  most  humble  and 
hearty  thanks  and  acknowledgments  for  your 
majesty's  most  tender  and  affectionate  care  for 
all  your  people,  expressed  in  your  majesty’s 
most  gracious  speech  from  the  throne,  and  for 
imparling  to  us  your  majesty’s  desires  of  end- 
ing this  present  war,  by  a peace  advantage- 
ous to  your  subjects,  and  just  and  honourable 
for  your  majesty  and  all  your  allies ; as  also 
for  your  majesty's  expressing  so  particular  a 
regard  for  the  interest  of  the  States-Geueral, 
us  inseparable  from  your  own;  and  that  your 
I majesty  is  graciously  pleased  to  assure  us,  it 
j is  your  chief  concern,  that  the  Protestant  re- 
ligion, and  the  laws  and  liberties  of  these 
nations,  may  be  continued  to  your  people,  by 
securing  the  succession  to  the  crown,  as  it  is 
limited  by  parliament,  to  the  House  of  Hano- 
ver; and  that  your  majesty  is  pleased  to  shew 
so  just  a resolution  to  procure  a satisfaction  for 
all  the  allies,  being  by  treaties  entitled  to  have 
their  several  interests  secured  at  a peace,  and  to 
unite  them  in  the  strictest  engagements,  in  order 
to  render  the  pence  secure  and  lusting. — And  w* 
do  beg  leave  to  represent  it  to  your  majesty,  as 
the  humble  opinion  and  advice  of  this  house, 
that  no  peace  can  be  safe  or  honourable  to 
Great  Britain,  or  Europe,  if  Spain  and  the 
West  Indies  are  to  be  allotted  to  any  branch 
of  the  House  of  Bourbon.*" 

The  Queen's  Answer.]  Her  majesty  gave 
this  Answer : 

“ My  Lords  ; I take  the  thanks  you  give  me 
kindly.  I should  be  sorry  any  one  could  think 
I would  not  do  my  utmost  to  recover  Spain  and 
the  West  Indies  from  the  House  of  Bourbon." 

Protest  occasioned  by  the  Address .]  On  oc-j 

“ Dec.  10.  I was  this  morning  with  Lewis, 
who  thinks  they  will  let  the  parliament  sit  till 
they  have  given  the  money,  and  then  dissolve 
them  in  Spring,  and  breuk  the  ministry.  He 
spoke  to  Txird  Treasurer  about  what  I desired 
him.  My  lord  desired  him  with  great  earncst- 
ness-to  assure  me,  that  all  would  be  well,  and 
that  I should  fear  nothing.  I dined  in  the  city 
with  a friend.  This  day  the  Commons  went 
to  the  queen  with  their  Address,  and  all  the 
Lords  who  were  for  Peace  went  with  them,  to 
shew  their  zeal."  Swift's  Journal. 

* “ When  this  Address  was  carried,  it  is  not 
easy  to  describe  the  effects  it  had  upon  most 
mens  passions.  The  partisans  of  the  old  mi- 
nistry triumphed  loudly,  and  without  any  re- 
serve, ns  if  the  game  were  their  own.  The 
carl  of  Whnrtou  was  observed  in  the  house  to 
smile,  and  put  his  hands  to  his  neck  when  any 
of  the  ministry  was  speaking,  by  which  ho 
would  have  it  understood  that  some  heads 
were  in  danger.  Parker  the  chief-justice, 
began  already  with  great  zeal  and  officiousness 
to  prosecute  authors  and  printers  of  weekly 
and  other  papers,  writ  in  defence  of  the  admi- 
nistration : in  short,  joy  and  vengeance  sat 
visible  in  every  countenance  of  tint  party." 
Swift’s  Four  Last  Year*. 

3 X 
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caflion  of  this  Address  the  following  Protest  was 
entered : 

“ Dissentient.  We  dissent  to  the  Address, 
because  the  nature  of  it  is  changed/  by  the  in- 
sertion of  the  last  clause,  from  that  of  an  Ad- 
dress of  Thanks ; neither  have  we  any  thing 
parliamentary  from  the  throne,  or  otherwise, 
laid  before  us,  whereon  to  ground  such  advice 
as  is  therein  contained.  And  we  look  upon  it 
as  an  encroachment  on  the  royal  prerogative, 
iu  so  hasty  a maimer  to  declare  our  opinions, 
and  on  no  better  grounds,  in  u thing  so  essen- 
tially belonging  to  die  crown  us  making  of 
peace  and  war.  (Signed)  Beaufort,  Osborn, 
P.  St.  Davids,  Stawell,  Hatton,  Job.  Bristol, 
£!.  P.  S.  Willoughby  de  Broke,  Clarendon, 
Denbigh,  T.  Chichester,  Northumberland, 
Yarmouth,  Plymouth,  Delawar,  Sussex,  Tha- 
net,  Berkshire,  North  and  Grey,  Scarsdale, 
Cardigan.* 

Vote  of  the  Commons  for  an  Address  of 
Thanks.]  The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons having  reported  the  Queen’9  Speech,  the 
House  resolved,  “ That  an  humble  Address  he 
presented  to  her  majesty,  returning  her  majes- 
ty the  humble  thanks  of  the  House  for  her 
making  the  Protestant  religion,  the  laws  and 
liberties  of  these  nations,  aud  the  Succession  to 
the  crown,  as  limited  by  parliament,  to  the 
House  of  Hanover,  her  ctyef  concern,  and  to 
express  the  satisfaction  of  the  House,  in  what 
her  majesty  had  been  pleased  to  declare,  con- 
cerning the  general  pence  her  majesty  had  in 
view  ; and  also  to  assure  her  majesty,  that  the 
House  would  give  such  dispatch  to  the  neces- 
sary Supplies  as  might  enable  her  majesty  to 
carry  on  the  war  with  vigour,  if  a good  peace 
could  not  be  obtained ; and  in  the  mean  time, 
that  this  House  would  use  their  utmost  endea- 
vours to  preserve  such  an  unanimity  as  might 
give  the  enemy  no  hopes  from  any  divisions 
among  us.’’  It  was  moved  to  insert  in  this 
Address  a Clause  importing,  “ That  the  House 
did  not  doubt  hot  that  care  would  he  taken, 
that  Spain  and  the  Indies  should  not  be  left  in 
the  hands  of  any  branch  of  the  House  of  Bour- 
bon ; w hich  might  endanger  the  safety  of  her 
majesty’s  person  and  government  : the  Protes- 
tant Succession  in  the  House  of  Hanover,  and 
the  liberty  of  Europe;”  but  after  a long  de- 
bate, the  said  Clause  was  rejected  by  a majo- 
rity of  232  voices  against  IOC.* 

* “ As  Walpole  dignified  and  supported  an 
administration  prosperous  at  home  and  glorious 
abroad,  so  when  it  was  vilified  and  disgraced, 
he  made  animated  replies  to  the  attacks  of  a 
powerful  and  irritated  party.  During  the  in- 
tervening period,  from  Ins  resignation  to  the 
death  of  queen  Anne,  he  persevered  in  his 
.attachment  to  his  lute  associates,  and  in  har- 
rassing  the  new  ministers,  with  great  ability 
both  in  and  out  of  parliament.  The  first  in- 
stance in  which  lie  appeared  the  champion  of 
the  fallen  party,  was  upon  the  inotiou  of  an 
Address  to  the  queen.  On  this  occasion,  Wal- 
pole, whom  Swift  iu  his  History  of  the  Four  Last 
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The  Common s'  Address.]  Dec.  8.  Tie 
Commons  presented  the  following  Address; 

“ Most  gracious  Sovereign;  We  your  majesty* 
most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Common* 
of  Great  Britain,  in  parliament  assembled, 
l eg  leave  to  return  our  sincere  and  hearty 
thanks  for  your  majesty's  rno'i  gracious  Speecu 
from  (he  tliroue;  wherein  your  majesty,  by 
expressing  your  great  care  and  concern  m so 
particular  a manner,  for  the  Protestant  religion, 
«hich,  above  all  things,  is  most  dear  to  us ; tor 
those  laws  and  liberties  which  make  us  pecu- 
liarly happy  above  other  nations ; and  for  tba 
Succession  of  the  House  of  Hanover,  as  hail- 
ed by  parliament,  upon  which  the  future  secu- 
rity of  our  religiou,  laws  and  liberties,  depends; 
has  given  us  a fresh  demonstration,  that  your 
majesty  has  nothing  so  much  at  heart  as  the 
safety  and  happiness  of  your  people.  Having 
an  entire  confidence  in  your  majesty’s  wisdom 
and  goodness,  in  your  honour  and  justice  to  your 
allies,  and  in  your  particular  care  of  your  own 
suljects,  we  cannot  hut  express  our  satisfaction 
in  ufiat  your  majesty  has  been  pleased  to  de- 
clare, of  the  just  and  honourable  peace  your 
majesty  has  in  view. — This  was  the  end  for 
which  your  majesty  entered  into  the  war;  and 
nothing  call  add  more  to  the  glory  of  your 
reign,  than,  after  the  many  unparalleled  suc- 
cesses in  the  course  of  this  war,  to  have  your 
majesty  conclude  it  with  the  blessing  of  such 
a peace;  which  we  cannot  douht,  will  be  ren- 
dered secure  and  lasting,  by  your  majesty* 
pursuing  the  wise  resolution  you  have  takes, 
of  entering  into  the  strictest  engagements  for 
continuing  the  alliance  to  that  end. — And  we 
presume  to  assure  your  majesty,  we  will  take 
all  possible  care  to  preserve  that  unanimity 
your  majesty  has  recommended  to  us,  and  use 
our  utmost  endeavours  to  disappoint,  as  weii 
the  arts  and  desires  of  those,  who,  for  private 
views,  may  delight  in  war,  as  the  hope*  tL« 
enemies  may  have  vainly  entertained,  of  re- 
ceiving advantage  from  any  division  among  us. 
— We  entirely  concur  with  your  majesty,  that 
the  best  way  to  bring  this  treaty  to  good  ef- 
fect, is  to  make  nn  early  provision  for  tbe  next 
campaign  ; for  which  purpose,  notwithstanding 
the  heavy  burthens,  which,  during  this  long 
and  expensive  war,  your  majesty’s  subject* 
have  undergone,  we  will,  with  tlie  greatest 
alacrity,  grant  such  effectual  and  speedy  sup- 
plies, as  shall  enable  your  majesty  to  carry  cn 
the  war  with  vigour,  and  convince  your  ene- 
mies, if  the  intended  negoci.it ions  should  prove 
ineffectual,  that  no  amusements  nor  attempt! 
whatsoever,  can  alter  our  firm  and  stedtust  re- 
solution of  supporting  the  best  of  sovereigns  in 
carrying  on  so  just  a war,  till  a safe,  lasting, 
and  honourable  peace  may  be  procured  tor 
your  majesty  and  all  your  allies.” 

The  Quern's  Answer.]  Her  majesty’s  An- 
swer was  as  follows ; 


Years  of  queen  Anne,  calls  one  Mr.  Robert 
Walpole,  proposed  an  Amendment  to  the  Ad- 
dress, &c”  Coie’s  Walpole. 
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**  This  very  dutiful  Address  is  what  I ex- 
pected from  the  zeal  and  loyalty  of  such  an 
House  of  Commons. — I return  you  my  hearty 
thanks  for  the  confidence  you  have  in  me.  I 
entirely  rely  upon  your  assurances,  and  you 
may  depend  upon  my  affection,  and  care  for 
jour  interests." 

I>ebutc  on  the  Duke  oj  Hamilton'*  Cose,  as 
1e»  his  Title  of  Duke  of  Brandon.]  Dec.  10. 
Xbe  duke  of  Hamilton,  one  of  the  1<>  peers 
for  Scotland,  having  some  months  before 
been  created  a peer  of  Great  Britain,  by 
the  stile  and  title  of  duke  of  Brandon,  not- 
withstanding a caveat  entered  against  his  pa- 
tent ; and  now  claiming  a place,  in  that  qua- 
lity, in  the  House  or*  Peers,  many  lords,  who 
apprehended  no  small  danger  to  the  constitu- 
tion, from  the  admitting  into  their  House  a 
greater  number  of  Scotch  peers  than  were 
.t^reed  to  by  the  Union,  upon  a due  considera- 
tion of  the  proportion  of  public  taxes  paid  by 
Scotland,  resolved  to  oppose  the  snid  claim. 
Hereupon,  a motion  was  made  for  taking  that 
matter  into  consideration,  which  was  done  ac- 
cordingly ; but  after  a few  speeches  the  debate 
■was  adjourned  to  the  Wednesday  following. 
Some  court-lords,  who  were  sensible  that  the 
discussing  of  this  affair  would  strike  At  the 
royal  prerogative,  made  that  day  a motion  for 
fidjourning,  but  it  was  carried  by  a majority  of 
3 only,  that  they  should  go  on  with  the  re- 
sumed debate  about  the  duke  of  Hamilton’s 
fitting  in  the  House  as  duke  of  Brandon. 
However,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
further  consideration  of  that  business  was  put 
off  till  the  ‘20th. 

Bill  of  Occasional  Conformity  brought  in  by 
the  Karl  of  Nottingham.]  Dec.  15.  The 
earl  of  Nottingham  having  brought  into  the 
House  of  Peers  a Bill  for  preserving  the  Pro- 
testant Religion,  by  better  securing  the  church 
of  England  as  by  law  established,  and  for  con- 
firming the  Toleration  granted  to  Protestant 
Dissenters,  by  an  act  entitled,  * An  Act  for 

* exempting  their  majesty’s  Protestant  subjects, 

* dissenting  from  the  church  of  England,  from 

* the  penalties  of  certain  laws,  and  for  supply- 

* ing  the  defects  thereof;  and  for  the  further 
‘ securing  the  Protestant  Succession,  by  requir- 
‘ ing  the  practisers  of  the  law,  in  North  Bri- 
1 tain,  to  take  the  oaths,  and  subscribe  the  de- 

* claration  therein  mentioned.’  His  lordship 
was  backed  by  the  earls  of  Scarborough  and 
Wharton,  and  several  other  lords  : so  that  the 
Bill  was  received  and  rend  the  first  time,  with- 
out any  opposition.  The  Mondayfollowinc,  after 
tlie  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  the  Lords  took  the 
same  into  consideration,  in  a grand  committee, 
and  having  made  some  amendments  to  it, 
ordered  it  to  be  engrossed.  The  next  day 
the  Bill,  having  parsed  the  Home  of  Lords, 
was  sent  down  t-»  the  Commons,  who  read  it 
immediately  the  first  time,  and  gave  it  a second 
reading  (he  next  day.  On  ihr  Thursday  a Pe- 
tition was  offered  to  the  House  on -behalf  «»f 
the  Dutch  and  French  Protestant  churches, 
praying  that  they  might  be  excepted  from  the 


restraints  laid  by  this  Bill  on  English  Dissent- 
ing congregations;  but  the  question  being  put, 
that  the  Petition  lit  brought  up,  it  passed  in 
the  negative:  after  which  the  Commons,  in  It 
committee  of  the  whole  House,  (winch  that 
morning  was  very  thin)  made  several  amend- 
ments to  the  Bill.  These  Amendments  being 
immediately  reported  and  agreed  to,  the  Bill 
was  thereupon  sent  back  to  tl.e  House  of 
Peers ; who,  the  same  day,  sent  down  a mes- 
sage to  the  Commons  to  acquaint  them,  that 
they  had  agreed  to  those  amendments. 

rpte  Earl  of  Nottingham  complains  of  A 
printed  Speech , written  by  Dr.  SoctftA  Dec. 
18.  Complaint  being  made  to  the  House  of 
Lords,  of  a Paper  printed  and  published,  con- 
trary to  a standing  order  of  this  house,  inti- 
tuled, “ The  earl  of  Nottingham’s  Speech  td> 
the  honourable  House  of  Lords;  London, 
printed  by  J,  Tomson,  near  CoventGarddh, 
1711:"  And  the  said  title  being  read  : a Coro*» 
raittee  was  appointed,  to  inquire  who  is  the 
author,  printer,  and  publisher  of  the  said 
paper. 

On  the  22nd,  the  duke  of  Devonshire  re- 
ported from  the  said  Committee,  “ That  their 
lordships  find  the  said  Paper  to  be  false  and 
scandalous,  and  printed  by  a sham  name;  and 
that,  by  the  oath  of  Sarah  Vickers,  it  appears 
to  have  been  printed  by  Andrew  Hind,  living 
in  Peterborough-Court,  near  Fleet-street.  And 
that  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  that 
the  House  be  moved.  That  the  said  Andrew 
Hind  he  taken  into  the  custody  of  the  Gentle- 
man Usher  of  the  Black  Rod  attending  this 
House.”  Which  said  Report  being  read,  and 
agreed  to  ; Hind  was  accordingly  ordered  into 
custody;  where  he  remained  until  the  19th  of 
January,  when  upon  petitioning  their  lordships, 
he  was  discharged.* 

* ft  Lord  Nottingliam,  a famous  Tory  and 
Speechmaker,  is  gone  over  to  the  Whig  side. 
They  toast  him  daily,  and  lord  Wharton  says. 

' It  is  Dismal  (so  they  cull  him  from  his  looks) 
i will  save  England  at  Inst.'  Lord  Treasurer  was 
hinting  as  if  he  wished  a ballad  was  made  ou 
him,  and  1 will  get  up  one  agaimt  to-morrow," 
Swift’s  Journal  to  Stella,  Dec.  5,  1711  — I 
was  this  morning  making  the  ballad  two  de- 
grees above  Grub  Street,  (hen  dined  with 
our  society.  The  printer  came  before  we 
parted,  and  brought  the  ballad,  which  made 
them  laugh  very  heartily  a dozen  times."  Ibid, 
Dec.  6. 

“ There  was  printed  a Grubstreet  speech  of 
lord  Nottingham  ; and  he  was  such  an  owl  to 
complain  of  it  in  the  House  of  Lords,  who 
have  taken  up  thp  printer  for  it.  I heard  at 
Court,  that  WhIjjoIc,  a great  Whig  member, 
said,  that  I and  iny  whimsical  club  writ  it  at 
one  of  our  meetings.  i»nd  that  I should  pay  for 
it.  He  will  find  lie  lies ; and  I shall  let  him 
know  by  a third  hand  my  thoughts  of  him," 
ibid.  Dec.  18. 

The  Ballad  was  as  follows : 
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Debale  concerning  the  Duke  of  Hamilton’* 
Patent .]  Dec.  20.  The  Lords  resumed  the 
adjourned  debate  concealing  tiie  duke  of 
Jlaiiiiltoij'a  claim  to  sit  in  that  assembly,  as 
duke  of  Brandon,  by  virtue  of  bis  late  patent ; 
the  queen  being,  incog,  in  the  House.  After 
learned  counsel  in  the  law  for  the  queen,  the 
House  of  Lords,  and  the  duke  of  Hamilton,  laid 
been  heard,  several  speeches  were  made  on 
both  sides, so  that  the  debate  lusted  till  near 
8 o’clock  in  the  evening,  when  the  question  was 
put,  Whether  the  12  Judges  should  be  consulted 
with3  Which  being  carried  in  the  Negative  by 
14  voices,  Proxies  included,  another  question 
was  put.  Whether  Scotish  peers,  created  peers 
of  Great  Britain  since  the  Union,  have  a 
right  to  sit  in  that  House,  which  was  also 
carried  in  the  Negative  by  5 voices,  viz.  Con- 
tents 57  : Not  Contents  52. 

Protest  t ha  con .]  On  which  occasion  was 
entered  the  following  Protest : 

“ Dissentient.'  1.  Because,  as  we  apprehend 
by  this  resolution  the  prerogative  of  the  crown 
in  granting  patents  of  honour,  with  all  privileges 
depending  thereon  to  the  peers  of  Great  Bri- 
tain who  were  peers  of  Scotland  at  the  time 
of  the  Union,  as  well  as  the  right  of  the  duke 
ofBraudon  to  sit  and  vote  in  parliament,  ore 
taken  away  ; and  this  prerogative  of  the  crown 
and  right  of  the  duke  depending  upon  the  con- 
struction of  au  act  of  parliament,  though  coun- 
sel, by  order  of  the  House,  were  heard  at  the 
bar,  and  all  the  judges  were  ordered  to  attend 
at  the  same  time,  yet  the  opinion  of  the  judges 
was  not  permitted  to  be  asked  touching  the 


AS  EXCELLENT  NEW  SONG. 

Being  the  intended  Speech  of  a famous  Orator 
against  Peace. 

An  Orator  dismal  of  Nottinghamshire, 

Who  has  forty  years  let  out  his  conscience  to  hire, 
Out  of  zeal  for  hw  country,  and  want  of  a place. 

Is  come  up,  s i el  armis , to  break  the  queen’s  peace, 
lie  lias  vamped  an  old  speech,  and  the  court,  to 
their  sorrow, 

51*  'll  hear  him  harangue  against  Prior  to-morrow. 
When  ooce  he  begins,  he  never  will  flinch, 

Cut  repeats  the  same  note  a whole  day,  like  a 
Finch. 

I have  heard  all  the  speech  repeated  by  Hoppy, 
And,  44  Mistakes  to  pievent,  I’ve  obtained  a copy.” 

The  Speech. 

Whereas,  notwithstanding,  I atn  in  great  pain, 

To  hear  we  are  making  a peace  without  Spain ; 

But,  most  noble  senators,  it  is  a great  shame, 

There  should  be  a peace,  while  I’m  Noi-in-game. 
The  duke  show'd  me  all  his  fine  house  ; and  the 
duclic&s 

From  her  closet  brought  out  a full  purse  in  her 
clutches : 

I talk’d  of  a peace,  and  they  both  gave  a start, 
His  grace  swore  byG — d,  and  her  grace  let  a f — t : 
Aly  long  old  - fashion’d  pocket  was  presently 
cramm’d  ; 

And  sooner  than  vote  for  a peace  I’ll  be  damn'd. 
But  some  will  cry  Turncoat,  and  rip  up  old 
stories. 

Wow  I always  pretended  to  be  for  the  Tories ; 


construction  of  live  said  act  of  parliament, — 
2.  Becuuse  the  prerogative  of  Lite  crown,  as 
we  conceive,  hi  granting  patents  of  honour, 
with  the  privileges  depending  thereon,  ought 
not,  on  liio  cuuatiuction  of  any  act  of  parlia- 
ment, to  lie  taken  away  unless  there  be  plain 
and  express  words  to  tbit  purpose  in  the  said 
act;  and,  we  conceive  there  are  nosuchpkin 
and  express  w ords  for  that  purpose  in  the  act 
of  Union. — S.  Because,  by  this  resolution,  all 
the  peers  of  Great  Britain,  who  were  peers ot 
Scotland  at  the  time  of  the  Union,  are  sup- 
posed to  be  incapable  of  receiving  any  patent 
of  honour  from  the  crown,  by  virtue  whereof 
they  may  be  entitled  to  the  privileges  of  sitting 
and  voting  in  parliament,  and  sitting  on  the 
trial  of  peers;  which,  we  conceive,  is  repug- 
nant to  the  fourth  Article  of  the  act  of  Union, 
which  declares  the  privileges  and  advantages 
which  do  or  may  belong  to  the  subjects  »«f  either 
kingdom,  except  where  it  is  otherwise  exprftslr 
agreed  in  those  Articles,  iu  which,  we  apprehend 
there  is  no  such  provision. — 4.  Because  the 
duke  of  Queeusberry,  in  all  respects,  in  the 
same  case  as  the  duke  of  Hamilton,  was  intro- 
duced; sat  and  voted  in  this  house  in  matter*  of 
the  highest. importance  in  two  several  parlia- 
ments, as  duke  of  Dover,  by  virtue  of  a pallet 
passed  since  the  Union  ; and  in  consequence 
of  such  sitting  and  voting,  his  vote  in  the 
election  of  pens  of  Scotland  w.  s rejected  ; and 
as  a further  consequence  thereof  the  marquis 
of  Lothian  was  removed  from  Ins  Mat  in  this 
House,  which  he  had  undeniable  title  to,  if  the 
duke  of  Qoeensberry's  patent  as  duke  of  Dover 

I answer  ; the  Tories  were  in  my  good  graces, 

Till  all  my  relations  were  pul  into  places. 

But  still  I’m  in  principle,  ever  the  same, 

And  will  quit  my  best  friends,  while  I’m  Not-cn- 
game. 

When  I and  some  others  subscribed  our  names 
To  n plot  for  expelling  my  master  king  James; 

I withdrew  my  sultscriplion  by  help  of  a blot. 

And  so  might  discover  or  gam  by  the  plot : 

I had  my  advantage  am)  stood  at  defiance. 

For  Daniel  was  got  from  the  den  of  the  lions: 

I came  in  without  danger,  ami  was  I to  blame? 
For,  rather  than  hang,  1 would  lie  Xot-in-gane. 

I swore  to  the  queen,  that  the  prince  of  Haoovtf 
During  her  sacred  life  would  never  come  over  : 

I made  use  of  a trope  j that  " an  heir  to  invite 
Was  like  keeping  her  monument  always  in  right" 
But,  when  1 thought  projrer,  I alter’d  my  note; 
And  in  her  own  hearing  1 boldly  did  vote, 

That  her  majesty  stood  ill  great  need  of  a tutor, 
And  must  have  an  old  or  a young  coadjutor: 

For  why  j 1 would  fain  have  put  all  iu  a dame, 
Because,  for  some  reasons,  1 was  .Not  ta-zant. 

Now  my  new  benefactors  have  brought  uie  about, 
And  I’ll  vote  against  peace,  with  Spain  or  without : 
Though  trie  court  gives  ujy  nephews,  and  brothers, 
and  cousins, 

And  all  my  whole  family  places  by  dozens ; 

Yet,  since  1 know  where  a full  purse  may  be  footd, 
And  hardly  pay  eighteen  pence  tax  in  the  p>o»l : 
Since  the  Tories  have  thus  disappointed  my  hopes, 
And  will  neither  regard  my  figures  nor  tropes ; 

I'll  speech  against  peace  while  Dismal**  my  t*3®'* 
And  be  a true  Whig,  while  I’m  Nvtsn-game,” 
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•d  not  given  him  a title  to  sit  nnd  vole  in  this 
louse.— 5.  Because  by  this  resolution,  the 
eers  of  Scotland  are  reduced  to  a worse  con- 
iiiou,  in  some  respects,  than  the  meanest  ur 
aost  criminal  of  subjects. — 6.  Because,  we 
ooceive  this  resolution  may  be  construed  to  he 
violation  of  the  treaty  between  the  two  n »- 
ions.  (Signed)  WinclieLea,  Ormond,  Ual- 
nerino,  Clarendon,  Oxford  and  Mortimer, 
kivle,  Kylsyth,  Rivers,  BUntyre,  llunsdon, 
^aulett,  Ilarcourt,  C.  S.  Hume,  Mar,  Loudoun, 
bborne,  Koseberrie,  isla,  Orkney." 

Report  of  the  Commission  ms  for  exa- 
mining AND  STATING  TUE  Pl’BMC  ACCOUNTS 
—Tiie  Duke  of  Marlborough's  Accounts — 
And  the  Ajjuirs  of  the  Army. J December  21. 
Mr.  Lockhart,  from  the  Commissioners  for 
taking, examining  and  stating,  the  Public  Ac- 
counts of  the  kingdom,  made  a Report  of  some 
Practices,  which  they  have  discovered  in  their 
Lxamiuatious,  relating  to  the  Affair*  of  the 
Army;  which  he  read  in  his  place;  and 
utterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clerk’s  table: 
where  the  same  was  rend,  as  follows  : 

“ Your  Commissioners  humbly  represent, 
That  though  they  have  used  their  utmost  appli- 
cation in  taking  and  examining  the  Public 
Accounts,  yet  they  are  unprepared  to  oiler  any 
perfect  state  of  the  particular  branches  of  the 
Revenue  to  the  House  : but  will  endeavour  to 
lay  before  you,  after  the  recess,  a general  Ac- 
count of  the  Receipts  and  Issues  of  her  ma- 
jesty’s exchequer  for  the  current  year  1711  ; 
which  they  hope,  is  all  will,  for  the  present,  be 
expected  from  them  : ns  well  in  regard  of  the 
shortness  of  the  time  they  have  been  engaged 
in  this  work,  as  of  the  great  variety  and  extent 
of  it : they  beg  leave  also  to  observe,  that 
many  of  the  accounts  are  not  yet  completely 
brought  before  them  ; particularly  those  of  the 
Array,  which  are  very  large  nnd  voluminous. 

u But  iu  the  course  of  their  Examinations 
dialing  to  the  Affairs  of  the  Army,  they  have 
already  discovered  some  Practices,  which  they 
conceive  highly  detrimental  to  the  public,  and 
such  as  they  are  obliged  to  report  to  you.  In 
obedience  therefore  to  your  order,  of  Tuesday 
the  11th  instant,  your  commissioners  here 
present  a State  of  several  Facts;  which  with 
their  circumstances  and  proofs,  they  humbly 
o0tr  to  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  the  House. 

“ Your  commissioners  having  ground  to 
believe,  that  there  hud  been  some  Mismanage- 
tuvi'Um  making  the  contracts  for  t lie  use  of 
the  Army,  summoned,  and  exumim  d,  Sir  Solo- 
mon De  Medina,  the  Contractor  for  the  Bread, 
*nd  Bread- Waggons,  in  the  Low-countries,  who, 
Wter expressing  much  uneasiness  on  the  appre- 
hensions lie  had  of  being  thought  an  informer 
and  ot  accusing  a great  man,  did  depose  : 

"That  f„r  the  years  1707,  1708, 1709,  1710, 
1711,  he  has  been  solely,  or  in  partner- 
concerned  in  the  contracts  for  supplying 
wead,  and  bread-waggons,  to  the  forces  in  the 
countries,  in  the  queen  of  Great  Britain’s 
i «wd  that  he  gave  to  the  duke  of  Marl- 


borough, for  his  own  use,  on  each  contract,  the 
several  sums  following  ; part  of  w hich  w as  paid 
at  the  beginning,  and  part  at  the  end,  of  each 
respective  contract,  in  bills  or  notes  delivered 
by  the  deponent  into  the  duke’s  own  hands; 
viz.  for  the  year  1707,  (36,600  guilders:  for, the 
year  1708,  62,625  guilders  ; for  the  year  170 9, 
69,578  guilders  and  15  stivers:  for  the  year 
1710,  66,310  guilders  19  slivers  and  8 
pennings:  Total,  265,614  guilders  14  stiver* 
and  8 pennings:  for  the  year  1711,  21,000 
guilders  ; which  sum  is,  in  part  of  a like  smn 
with  these  above-mentioned,  intended  to  be 
paid  at  the  end  of  the  contract  for  this  year  : 
That  he  was  obliged  to  allow  yearly,  during 
the  time  of  his  being  contractor,  12  or  14  wag- 
gons, gratis,  to  the  duke  of  Marlborough  : 
That  during  the  lime  of  his  being  contractor, 
as  aforesaid,  he  gave  on  sealing  each  contract, 
a gratuity  of  500  gold  ducats  to  Mr.  Cardon- 
neil,  .Secretary  to  the  duke  of  Marlborough  : 
That  for  the  money  he  received  of  Mr.  Sweet, 
deputy  paymaster  at  Amsterdam,  he  was 
obliged  to  pay  1 /.  per  cent : that  the  furmer 
contractor,  Machado,  did  the  same;  and 
that  he  acquainted  the  duke  of  Marlborough 
with  this  deduction  of  1 /.  percent. 

“ lie  further  deposed,  That  it  appeared  by 
the  accounts  of  Antonio  Alvarez  Machado,  who 
had  been  a contractor  before  him,  and  had 
supplied  the  bread,  and  bread-waggons,  to  the 
forces  in  English  pav,  for  the  years  1702, 
1703,  1701,  1705,  and  1706,  That  he,  the 
said  Machado,  had  paid  as  large  yearly  sums  to 
the  duke  of  Marlborough,  during  the  time  of 
his  being  contractor,  as  this  deponent  has  since 
done. 

“ From  whence  it  appears,  that  the  duke  of 
Marlborough  has  received,  on  account  of  the 
bread,  and  bread-waggon  contracts,  from  sir 
Solomon  de  Medina  (admitting  the  sum  already 
paid,  and  what  is  intended  to  be  paid,  for  this 
present  year  1711,  to  be  the  same  with  that  of 
the  preceding  year,  1710,)  332,425  guilders  and 
14  stivers.  From  Antonio  Alvarez  Machado, 
during  the  five  years  he  was  contractor,  the 
like  sums,  which  together  make  664,851 
guilders  8 stivers,  and  computed  ni  10  guilders 
10  stivers  to  the  pound  sterling,  amount  to 
63,410/.  3*.  Id. 

“ Some  time  after  this  Evidence  was  given 
by  sir  Solomon  de  Medina,  your  commissioners 
received  n letter  from  the  duke  of  Marlborough 
by  the  hands  of  James  CTaggs,  esq.  wherein  the 
duke  desires  \our  commissioners,  that  when 
they  make  rtieir  Report  they  would  lay  some 
facts  before  the  parliament  in  a true  light, 
and  this  justice  they  think  they  cannot  better 
do  than  m his  grace’s  own  words. 

* Gentlemen;  Hague,  Nov.  10,  1711. 

* Having  been  informed  upon  my  arrival 

* here  yesterday,  that  sir  Solomon  Medina  had 
‘ acquainted  you  with  my  having  received  se- 

* veral  sums  of  money  from  him,  that  it  may 

* make  the  less  impresrion  upon  you,  I would 

* lose  no  time  in  letting  you  know,  that  this  is 
< no  more  than  what  bus  always  been  allowed 
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* as  a perquisite  to  the  general  or  commander  in 

* chief  of  the  army  in  the  Low-countries,  both 

* before  die  Revolution  and  since;  and  I do 
4 assure  you,  at  the  same  time,  that  whatever 
< sums  I have  received  on  that  account,  hare 

* constantly  been  applied  for  the  service  of  the 
4 public,  in  keeping  secret  correspondence,  and 
4 getting  intelligence  of  the  enemies  motions 

* and  designs;  and  it  has  fallen  so  short,  that 
4 I take  leave  to  acquaint  you  with  another  ar- 
4 tide  that  has  been  applied  to  the  same  use, 
4 and  which  arises  from  her  majesty’s  warrant 
4 whereof  the  inclosed  is  a copy,  though  this 
4 does  not  properly  relate  to  the  public  ac- 
4 counts,  being  a free -gift  from  the  foreign 
4 troops.  You  will  have  observed,  by  the  sc- 
4 veral  establishments,  that,  before  the  late 
4 king’s  death,  when  the  parliament  voted 
4 40  000  men  for  the  quota  of  England  in  the 
4 Low-countries,  21,61V  were  to  be  foreigners, 
4 and  the  rest  English ; for  the  last  they  gave 
4 10,000/.  a year  for  intelligence,  and  other 
4 contingencies,  without  account;  but  his  ma* 
4 jesly  being  sensible,  by  the  experience  of  the 

* last  war,  that  this  suin  would  not  any  way  an- 
4 gwer  that  service,  and  being  unwilling  to  ap- 
4 ply  for  any  more  to  the  parliament,  he  was 
4 pleased  to  order,  that  the  foreign  troops  should 
4 contribute  per  cent  towards  it;  and  I 
4 being  then  his  ambassador  and  commander  in 
4 chiet  abroad,  he  directed  me  to  propose  it  to 
4 them,  with  an  assurance  that  they  should  have 
4 no  other  stoppage  made  from  their  pay  ; this 
4 they  readily  agreed  to,  and  her  majesty  was 
4 after* aids  pleased  to  confirm  it  by  her  tvar- 
4 rant,  upon  my  acquainting  her  with  the  use  it 
4 was  intended  for;  and  it  has  accordingly 
4 been  applied  from  time  to  time  for  intelligence 
4 and  secret  service,  will)  such  success,  that, 
4 next  to  the  blessing  of  God  on  the  bravery  of 
4 our  troops,  we  may,  in  a great  measure,  attri- 
4 bute  most  of  the  advantages  of  the  war  in  this 
4 country  to  the  timely  and  good  advices  pro- 
4 cured  with  the  help  of  this  money.  And 
4 now,  gentlemen,  as  I have  laid  the  whole 
4 matter  very  fairly  before  you,  and  that  1 hope 
4 you  will  allow,  1 have  served  my  queen  and 
4 country  with  that  zeal  and  faithfulness  which 
4 becomes  an  honest  man,  the  favour  I am  to 
4 eutieat  of  you,  is,  that,  when  you  moke  your 
4 report  to  the  parliament,  you  will  lay  this 
4 part  before  them  in  its  true  light,  so  as  thut 
4 they  may  see  this  necessary  and  important 
4 part  of  the  war  has  been  provided  for  and 
4 carried  on  without  any  other  expence  to  the 
4 public  than  the  10,000/.  a year;  and  1 flatter 
4 myself,  lhat,  when  the  accounts  of  (he  army 
4 in  Flanders  come  under  your  consideration, 
4 y»u  will  be  sensible  the  service  on  this  side 
4 nos  been  curried  on  with  all  the  oeconomy 
4 and  good  husbandry  that  was  possible.  I am, 

4 Gentlemen,  &c.  Marlborough.* 

4 Anne  R. 

4 Rignt  misty,  and  right  well  beloved  cousin 
4 and  counsellor,  we  greet  you  well.  Whereas, 

4 pursuant  to  the  direction  you  have  received  m 
‘ that  behalf,  you  have  agreed  with  the  persons 


4 authorised  to  treat  with  you  for  the  takir? 
4 into  our  service  a certain  number  of  foreign 
4 troops,  to  act  iu  conjunction  with  the  forces 
4 of  our  allies,  that  there  be  reserved  2 ^ per 
4 cent,  out  of  all  moneys  payable  to,  and  fur  the 
4 said  troops,  as  well  for  their  pay  and  enter- 
4 uinmeut,  as  on  any  other  account,  loweniv 
4 defraying  such  extruordiuary,  contingent  c\- 
4 pences  relating  to  them,  as  cannot  otherwise 
4 be  provided  for.  Now,  we  do  hereby  np- 
4 prove  and  confirm  all  such  agreements  as  yea 
4 have,  or  may  hereafter  make,  for  reserving 
4 the  said  2{  per  cent,  accordingly;  and  o*> 
4 likewise  hereby  authorise  and  direct  the  paj- 
4 master  general  of  our  forces  for  the  rime 
4 being,  or  his  deputy,  to  make  the  said  deduc- 
4 tion  of  2 1 percent,  pursuant  thereunto,  out 
4 of  nil  moneys  he  shall  be  directed  to  iss&e, 
4 for  the  use  of  the  foreign  troops  in  our  pay, 
4 and  thereupon  to  pay  over  the  same  from 
4 time  to  time  according  to  such  warrants,  and 
4 in  such  proportions  as  you  shall  direct ; fur 
4 w hich  this  shall  be  to  you,  and  to  all  others 
4 whom  it  may  concern,  a sufficient  warrant 
4 and  direction.  Given  at  our  court  at  St. 
4 James’s,  this  6th  day  of  July,  1702.  and  in 
4 the  first  year  of  our  reign.  By  her  Majesty’s 
4 Command,  C.  Hedges. 

4 To  our  right  trusty,  and  right  we  11- hr  loved 
4 Cousin  and  Counsellor,  John,  Earl  of 
4 Marlborough,  our  Ambassador  Extraor- 
4 dinary,  and  Plenipotentiary  to  tlie  State* 
4 General  of  the  Uni  ted -Provinces,  and 
4 Captain-General  of  our  Land-Forces.* 

44  Your  Commissioners  having  thou^ltt  them- 
selves obliged  to  recite  this  letter  and  warrant 
at  large,  humbly  conceive  it  will  be  expected 
that  they  should  make  some  observations  upca 
them  ; as  to  what  therefore  relates  to  the  evi- 
dence of  sir  Solomon  de  Medina,  his  grace  has 
been  pleased  to  admit  it  in  general,  but  with 
this  distinction,  that  he  claims  the  sums  re- 
ceived, as  perquisites  to  the  geueral  iu  the  Low- 
count  ties. 

44  On  which  your  Commissioners  observe, 
that  so  far  as  they  have  hitherto  been  capable 
of  informing  themselves  in  the  constitution  of 
(he  army,  the  great  sums,  which  appear  to  hate 
beeu  annually  paid  to  the  duke,  on  account  of 
these  contracts,  can  never  be  esteemed  legal  or 
warrantable  perquisites. 

44  For  they  do  not  find,  by  the  strictest  en- 
quiry (hey  can  make,  that  any  other  English 
general  in  the  Low-countries,  or  elsewhere,  ever 
claimed,  or  received  such  perquisites  ; but  if 
any  instance  should  be  produced,  they  humbly 
apprehend  it  will  he  no  justification  of  it,  be- 
cause the  public  or  the  troops  must  necessarily 
suffer  in  proportion  to  every  such  perquisite  ; 
and  how  agreeable  this  practice  is  to  that  ereo- 
notny  and  good  husbandry  with  which  the  ser- 
v ice  in  Flanders  is  said  to  be  earned  oft,  re- 
mains yet  to  be  explained.  By  the  assurance 
his  grace  is  pleased  to  give,  that  this  money  has 
been  constantly  employed  for  the  service  of  the 
public,  it  must  be  either  allowed,  that  he  rcim- 
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uishes  his  right  to  tlfis  pretended  perquisite, 
r that  be  has  been  warning  to  himself  in 
metaling  so  great  an  instance  of  bis  own  gene- 
jsity  to  tite  public. 

u The  great  caution  and  secrecy  with  which 
as  money  was  cou&tautiy  received,  gives  reason 
> suspect  that  it  was  not  thought  a justifiable 
trquisite,  for  Mr.  Cardonncli  the  duke’s  secre- 
iry,  and  auditor  of  the  bread-account,  has  do- 
itred  on  oath,  that  he  never  knew  or  heard  of 
dj  such  perquisite,  until  the  late  rumour  of 
rSoloiaon  de  Medina's  evidence  before  your 
ommisstoners.  By  the  contracts  lor  bread, 
nd  bread-waggons,  the  general  appears  to  be 
be  sole  check  on  the  contractors ; he  is  to 
»ke  care  that  the  terms  of  the  contractors  are 
ruly  performed  ; he  is  to  judge  of  all  deduc- 
ions  to  be  made  from,  and  allowance  to  the 
oatractors ; and  whether,  in  such  circutn- 
tances,  he  can  receive  any  gratuity,  or  per- 
juisite  from  the  contractors,  without  a breach 
►f  bis  trust,  your  Commissioners  presume  not  to 
letfrmine.  1 he  general  may  with  equal  rea- 
»n  claim  a perquisite  for  every  other  contract 
relating  to  the  army,  as  for  these  of  the  bread, 
aid  bread  waggons;  but  his  grace  being  silent 
*s  tu  this,  your  Commissioners  ought  to  suppose 
he  has  not  received  any  such  allowance,  unless 
they  shail  understand  otherwise  when  they  come 
to  examine  into  those  contracts,  which  hitherto 
they  have  not  been  able  to  do,  by  reason  the 
contractors  are  foreigners,  and  constantly  re- 
side in  Holland. 

“ As  to  what  hit  grace  is  pleased  to  say  in 
d*  secoud  part  of  his  letter,  concerning  the 
deduction  of  the  per  cent,  from  the  foreign 
troops  in  her  majesty's  pay,  your  Commission- 
ers can  only  offer  such  remarks  us  occur  to 
them,  on  comparing  what  is  urged  in  the  duke's 
letter,  with  the  tenor  of  the  warrant,  and  with 
the  method  of  accounting  for  other  payments 
to  the  army.  Your  Commissioners  in  the  first 
place  take  leave  to  observe,  that  this  warrant 
hai  beeti  kept  dormant  for  9 years,  and  the  de- 
duction concealed  so  long  from  the  knowledge 
of  die  parliament  ; for  which,  in  their  humble 
apprehension,  his  grace  lias  not  assigned  suffi- 
cient reasons. 

“ Ue  i*  pleased  to  say.  that  this  2£  per  cent, 
fra  free  gift  from  the  foreign  troops,  and  that 
•t  d *es  not  belong  to  the  Public  Accounts.  But 
tat  brn  of  these  assertions  seems  inconsistent, 
aot  only  "ith  the  words  of  the  warrant,  which 
opposes  and  expresses  an  agreement,  but  with 
that  pa-t  of  his  grace’s  letter  which  takes  110- 
l^*»  that  be  being  ambassador  and  general, 
J^pulated  for  this  very  stoppnge  by  the  late 
order.  Your  Commissioners  therefore 
Hunt  be  of  opinion,  that  a deduction  so  made  is 
} Mic  money,  and  ought  to  be  accounted  for 
° 2**un8  niunner  as  other  public  money  is. 
His  grace  is  further  pleased  to  observe,  that 
10,000/.  granted  yearly  for  the  contingen- 
J**  of  the  auuy,  is  without  account,  and  for 
.1  Use  "f  the  British  forces  only  ; whereas 
money  was  at  first  intended  by  parliament,  as 
• gai  vwmmissioners  with  great  submission  ap- 
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prebend,  for  the  service  of  the  40,000  men, 
without  distinction.  And  they  find  it  is  so  far 
from  having  always  been  thought  exempt  from 
account,  that  in  a privy  seal  dated  the  5th  day 
of  March,  1706,  for  passing  Mr.  Fox’s  ac- 
counts, there  is  a clause  to  release  and  dis- 
charge the  duke  of  Marlborough,  his  heirs,  exe- 
cutors, and  administrators,  from  a sum  of 
7,499/.  19s.  iOd.  part  of  this  money,  which  sup- 
poses his  grace  would  otherwise  have  been  ac- 
countable for  it.  But  your  Commissioners  do 
not  here  meet  with  any  mention  of  this  de- 
duction of  percent,  and  must  therefore  pre- 
sume, the  reason  why  it  has  never  been  brought 
to  an  account,  is  whut  his  grace  is  pleased  to 
suggest,  that  he  never  considered  it  as  public 
money. 

w Your  Commissioners  must  submit  it  to  the 
House,  whether  the  warrant  produced  to  jus- 
tify this  deduction  be  legal,  and  duly  counter- 
signed; or  whether  admitting  it  to  be  so,  either 
the  stoppage,  or  the  payment  of  it  has  teen  re- 
gularly made.  The  warrant  directs,  that  it 
should  be  stopt  in  the  hands  of  the  paymaster 
or  his  deputy,  and  issued  thence  by  the  duke’s 
order  only : But  this  method  does  not  appear 
by  the  paymaster’s  accounts  to  have  been  at 
all  pursued,  so  far  otherwise,  that  the  payment* 
to  the  foreign  troops  are  always  made  compleat, 
and  their  receipts  always  taken  in  full  without 
any  notice  of  this  deduction.  When  any  part 
of  the  above-mentioned  10,000/.  contingent- 
money  is  drawn  out  of  the  paymasters’  bunds 
for  any  secret  service,  the  general’s  wnrrant,  and 
the  secretary's  receipts,  are  the  paymaster'* 
vouchers  : But  Mr.  Cardonncli,  as  he  declares 
on  oath,  never  gave  any  receipt  for  any  part  of 
this  2£  per  cent,  nor  did  Mr.  Bridges,  as  he 
also  declares  on  oath,  ever  see  any  warrant  for 
that  purpose,  or  knew  any  thine,  as  paymaster- 
general,  of  tins  deduction,— !f  Mr.  Sweet  at 
Amsterdam,  has  taken  upon  himself  to  trans- 
act the  disposition  of  this  2}  per  cent,  with 
the  duke  of  Marlborough,  your  commissioners 
are  humbly  of  opinion  that  lie  ought  to  have 
transmitted  constant  accounts  of  it  to  Mr. 
Bridges,  whose  agent  he  only  is,  and  not  to 
have  negocia ted  so  large  sums  of  public  money 
in  so  clandestine  a manner. — By  the  Wnrrant 
this  deduction  is  reserved  for  the  defraying  ex- 
traordinary contingent  expenccs  of  the  troops, 
from  whom  it  is  stopped : And  if  the  whole  has 
been  employed  in  secret  correspondence  and 
intelligence,  there  must  have  been  some  neg- 
lect of  the  other  services  for  which  it  was 
originally  designed;  and  such  a disposition 
being  in  no  sort  authorised  by  the  warrant,  is  a 
misapplication  of  it.  Besides,  your  commis- 
sioners apprehend,  that  the  article  for  secret 
service,  to  which  this  deduction  is  pretended 
to  hive  been  applied,  was  always  included  in 
the  10,000/.  above-mentioned  for  the  contin- 
gencies of  the  army;  and,  if  so,  the  whole 
remains  to  be  accounted  for;  which,  on  a 
computation  made  from  the  whole  sum  of 
11,294,659/.  4s.  l|t/.  paid  per  Britain  to,  and 
for  all  the  foreign  forces  since  the  13th  Dec, 
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1701,  (according  to  the  Returns  of  the  auditor 
and  paymaster)  amounts  to  282, 36G/.  9s.  Id  — 
On  n computation  made  from  the  sum  of 
7,107,873/.  18i.  \\\d.  paid  to  and  for  the  fo- 
reign forces  since  tbe  time  aforesnid,  (exclu- 
sive of  Italy,  Spain,  and  Portugal)  amounts  to 
177,695 /.  17s.  0{d. 

**  Your  Commissioners  humbly  lay  before 
you  some  facts  relating  to  the  Forage-contracts, 
(for  the  troops  in  North  Britain)  made  by  Itohert 
Walpole,  esq.  late  secretary  of  w ar,  pursuant  to 
a power  given  him  by  Sidney  earl  of  Godolphin 
then  Lord  High  Treasurer  of  Great- Britain. 

u By  tbe  rate  allowed  in  these  contracts,  it 
appearing  that  her  majesty  had  been  put  to  an 
extraordinary  expence  above  the  pay  of  the 
soldiers,  your  commissioners  thought  it  their 
duty  to  enquire,  whether,  in  this  purt  of  the 
service,  sufficient  care  had  been  taken  to  pro- 
cure the  most  advantageous  terms  for  the  pul>- 
lic;  and  being  informed  that  John  Montgomery, 
esq.  was  concerned  in  these  contracts,  they 
examined  him,  and  he  declared  upon  oath,  that 
col.  George  Douglas,  and  himself,  were  as- 
sumed partners  with  sir  Samuel  Macklcllan, 
and  Mr.  John  Campbell,  in  the  contract  made 
by  Mr.  Walpole  to  provide  forage  from  the 
middle  of  May,  1709,  to  May,  17 10,  for  all  the 
troops  in  North  Britain  at  3'/.  an  horse  for 
green,  and  9 d.  for  dry  forage,  eacii  24  hours. 

“ That  i he  said  colonel  George  Douglas,  and 
he  the  said  Mr.  Montgomery,  were  also  as- 
sumed partners  with  Mr.  John  Campbell  in  a 
subsequent  contract,  commencing  in  May, 
1710,  and  ending  in  May,  1711,  made  likewise 
by  Mr.  Walpole,  and  at  the  same  rates  with 
the  former. 

“ That  the  first  of  these  contracts  was  made 
by  Mr.  Walpole  in  London  with  sir  Samuel 
Macklellan,  who  before  he  went  into  Scotland 
told  the  said  Montgomery,  that  Mr.  Walpole, 
in  making  the  coutract,  reserved  a share  tor  a 
friend  of  his,  who  was  to  have  the  benefit  of  a 
fifth  part,  if  not  redeemed  by  the  contractors 
with  a sum  of  money;  and  sir  Samuel  soon 
after,  on  his  death-bed,  at  Ed  in  burgh,  declared 
the  same:  Whereupon,  colonel  Douglas,  and 
Mr.  John  Campbell,  directed  him,  the  said 
Mr.  Montgomery,  to  pay  500  guineas  to  the 
said  Mr.  Walpole : And  accordingly  lie  deli- 
vered into  Mr.  Walpole’s  own  hands  a note  for 
that  sum,  payable  to  Mr.  Walpole,  or  order; 
And  the  said  Montgomery,  afterwards,  paid 
tbe  sum  of  500  guineas  to  one  Mr.  Man,  Mr. 
Walpole’s  agent;  who  gave  him  up  the  note, 
with  the  receipt  on  the  back  of  it  signed  by 
Mr.  Walpole.  That  the  second  contract  was 
made  by  Mr.  Walpole,  with  Mr.  John  Camp- 
bell ; w ho,  thereupon,  directed  the  said  Mont- 
gomery to  give  a note  for  500  guineas  or  pounds, 
he  could  not  remember  which,  to  Mr.  Wal- 
pole, which  he  accordingly  did;  and  made  it 
payable  to  Mr.  Walpole,  or  order;  and  deli- 
vered it  into  his  own  hands.  This  second  note  ) 
was  left  with  the  said  Mr.  Man;  of  which  the 
said  Mr.  Montgomery  hath  paid  about  400/. 

He  further  declared  upon  oath.  That  200 


guineas  were  given  by  the  contractors  to  v 
David  Dalrymple,  in  consideration.  That 
son-in-law,  sir  Alexander  Murray,  was  pro- 
posed, but  not  admitted,  to  be  a partner  in  tbe 
first  contract : That  the  earl  of  Leven,  co»- 
mander  in  chief  of  her  majesty’s  forces  in  North 
Britain,  had  100  guineas  each  year,  from  r.V 
contractors,  for  regulating  the  quarters  of  the 
troops  : That  100/.  a year  were  paid  to  Air 
Merrill,  dtputy  to  Mr.  Ilow,  for  receiving  the 
queen’s  bounty-money,  end  keeping  an  ac- 
count of  it  between  the  queen  and  her  officers 
That  the  said  Mr.  Montgomery  gave  a w*it 
for  50/.  to  Mr.  Taylor,  chief  clerk  to  Mr.  Wal- 
pole ; which  is  not  yet  paid. 

11  Your  Commissioners  cannot  exactly  start 
the  loss  tbe  public  has  sustained  by  these 
contracts  ; but  hud,  That  if  the  forage  bad 
been  furnished  in  1709,  and  1710,  at  tbe  rates 
settled  by  tbe  contract  for  the  present  year, 
there  had  been  saved  to  the  government  mere 
than  9,500/.  which  is  near  a fourth  part  of  the 
whole  charge. 

“ They  do  not  apprehend,  That  this  differ- 
ence lias  arisen,  altogether,  from  the  scarcity 
of  forage  in  the  two  last  years:  for  captain 
William  Preston,  of  col.  Kerr’s  regiment,  hath 
declared  before  them,  on  oath,  That  be  agreed 
with  the  concraciors  to  furnish  greeu  forage  for 
his  own  troops,  in  those  years,  at  2 {d.  an  horse, 
for  24  hours,  which  cost  the  government  3\d. 
with  an  addition  only  of  7/.  each  year,  fi*r 
providing  extraordinary  forage  for  tbe  officers 
horses  belonging  to  that  troop  ; and  that  tKe 
contractors  assured  him,  they  had  made  tbe 
same  agreement  with  other  officers.  How  far 
these  practices  have  been  injurious  to  the  pub- 
lic, is  numbly  submitted  to  the  consideration  of 
the  House.  (Signed)  Geo.  Lockhart,  ilea. 
Bertie,  S.  Winmngton,  Fra.  Annesley,  Tho. 
Lister,  Will.  Shippen,  H.  Campion.” 

Ordered,  That  the  soid  Report  be  takes* 
into  consideration  upon  Thursday  die  17th  day 
of  January  next. 

The  Commons  adjourn  to  the  14/ k of  Ja- 
nuary.] Dec.  22.  The  queen  being  indisposed, 
the  lord-keeper,  the  lord-president,  and  other 
lords,  were  commissioned  to  pass  the  land-tax 
bill  for  4r.  in  the  pound,  which  was  ready  for 
the  royal  assent,  with  the  bill  against  Occa- 
sional Conformity.  After  which,  the  Com- 
mons adjourned  to  the  14th  of  January,  which 
was  a long  recess  at  so  critical  a time. 

The  Lords ’ Address  concerning  the  Peace.] 
Before  the  Lords  adjourned,  a motion  was 
mnde  by  the  duke  of  Devonshire,  for  leave  |o 
bring  in  a Bill  to  give  the  Electoral  Prince  of 
Hanover,  as  duke  of  Cambridge,  the  prece- 
dence of  all  peers;  which  was  granted,  and  so 
was  likely  to  meet  with  no  opposition.  The 
earl  of  Nottingham  moved  next,  that,  before 
their  recess,  they  should  make  an  Address  to 
the  queen,  desiring, 

“ That  her  majesty  would  be  pleased  to  give 
instructions  to  her  plenipotentiaries,  to  consult 
with  the  ministers  of  the  allies  in  Holland,  be- 
fore the  opening  of  the  congress,  that  il*«y 
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might  concert  the  necessary  measures  to  pre- 
serve a strict  ujiion  amongst  them  all,  the 
better  to  obtain  the  great  end  proposed  by  her 
majesty,  for  procuring  to  them  all  just  and  rea- 
sonable satisfaction,  and  for  rendering  the 
peace  more  secure  and  lasting,  which  could 
only  be  effected  by  a general  guaranty  of  terms 
of  the  peace  to  all  i he  allies,  and  of  the  Pro- 
testant Succession  to  these  kingdoms,  as  settled 
by  act  of  parliament.”* 

All  the  opposition,  which  the  Court  made 
to  this,  was  to  shew  that  it  was  needless,  since 
it  whs  already  ordered ; and  the  Lord-Treasurer 
said,  that  the  Lords  might,  in  order  to  their  sa- 
tisfaction, send  to  examine  their  instructions. 
To  this,  it  was  answered,  That  the  offering  such 
an  Address  would  satisfy  the  plenipotentiaries, 
in  executing  their  instructions.  The  Court 
moved,  these  words  might  be  put  into  the  Ad- 
dress, 44  in  case  her  majesty  had  not  already- 
given  such  orders;”  which  being  agreed  to, 
the  Address  was  presented  on  the  27th  of 
December,  and  the  Lords  adjourned  no  longer 
than  the  2d  of  January,  which,  as  well  as  the 
Address,  was  no  small  surprize  to  the  queen  and 
her  ministers. 

The  Duke  of  Marlborough  turned  out  of  all 
his  Employments  on  pretence  of'  Bribery.]  Dur- 
ing the  recess  it  was,  that  the  duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough was  discharged  from  all  his  employments. 
“In  order  to  this,”  says  Tindal,  “ all  the  me- 
thods, that  malice  and  envy  could  invent,  were 
used  to  make  him  appear  criminal.  But  the 
discoveries  made  by  the  Commissioners  for 
examining  the  Public  Accounts,  were  made  the 
immediate  cause  of  his  disgrace.  Sir  Solomon 
Medina,  a Jew,  concerned  in  the  contract  foT 
furnishing  bread  to  the  army  in  Flanders,  made 
a present  yearly  to  the  duke  of  Marl  borough 
of  between  5 or  6,000/.  The  general  of  the 
States,  it  seems,  had  the  like  present,  as  a per- 
quisite to  support  his  dignity,  and  to  enable 
him  to  procure  intelligence.  The  queen  or- 
dered 10,000/.  a year  more  to  the  duke  of 
Marlborough  for  the  same  service.  King  Wil- 
liam had  also  agreed,  that  2|  per  cent,  should 
be  deducted  out  of  the  pay  of  the  foreign 
troops,  which  amounted  to  15,000/.  This  the 
queen  had  by  a warrant  appointed  the  duke 
of  Marlborough  to  receive  on  the  same  ac- 
count. 

44  The  duke  having  heard,  w hile  he  was  be- 
yond sea,  that  the  Commissioners  had  discover- 
ed the  present  made  him  by  the  Jew  , sent  them 
a letter,  on  the  10th  of  November,  N.  S.  from 
the  Hague,  whererein  he  owned  the  whole  mat- 
ter to  be  true;  and  added, he  had  applied  the^e 
sums  to  the  procuring  good  intelligence,  to 
which,  next  to  the  blessing  of  God  on  the  bra- 
very of  the  troops,  their  constant  successes 

* “ Dec.  23.  The  Lords  made  yesterday  two 
or  three  votes  about  peace  and  Hanover,  of  a 
very  angry  kind,  to  vex  the  ministry,  and  they 
will  meet  sooner  by  a fortnight  than  the  Com- 
mons; and  they  say,  arc  preparing  some  knock-  j 
ing  Addresses.”  Swift's  Journal. 

VOL.  vi. 


were  owing.  This  did  not  satisfy  the  Commis- 
sioners; but,  though  no  complaints  were 
brought  from  the  army  of  their  not  being  con- 
stantly supplied  with  good  bread,  yet,  they  saw 
here  was  matter  to  raise  a clamour  against  the 
duke,  which  they  chiefly  aimed  at.  According- 
ly, the  Commissioners  reported  these  things  to 
the  House  of  Commons,  on  the  2 1st  of  Dec., 
the  day  before  their  recess,  and  the  next  day, 
pursuant  to  an  order  of  the  House,  Mr.  Ship- 
pen,  one  of  the  Commissioners,  laid  before 
them  : First,  the  deposition  of  sir  Solomon  de 
Medina,  knight,  proving  great  sums  of  money 
taken  by  his  grace  John  duke  of  Marlborough, 
Adam  Curdonnel,  esq.,  his  grace's  secretary, 
and  others,  on  account  of  the  contracts  for 
supplying  Bread  and  Bread-waggons  to  her  ma- 
jesty’s forces  in  the  Low-Countries.  Secpndly, 
capt.  William  Preston’s  Deposition  about  fo- 
rage in  North-Britain.  Upon  this  the  dnke  of 
Marlborough’s  Jitter,  which  he  had  writ  in  vin- 
dication of  himself  to  the  Commissioners,  was, 
by  his  order  or  contrivance,  published  in  the 
Daily  Courant  of  the  27th  of  December.  This 
letter  having  made  an  impression  in  his  favour 
on  the  minds  of  many  persons,  the  Ueport  of 
the  Commissioners  was,  by  way  of  Answer, 
printed  at  large  two  days  after ; and  the  next 
day,  the  30th  ol  December,  the  queen  declared 
in  council,  “That,  being  informed  an  informa- 
tion against  the  duke  of  Marlborough  .was  laid 
before  the  House  of  Commons,  by  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Public  Accounts,  she  thought 
lit  to  dismiss  him  from  all  his  employments, 
that  the  matter  might  take  an  impartial  exami- 
nation.” This  declaration  was  entered  in  the 
Council- Books;  and  the  day  following  it  was 
notified  to  the  Duke,  by  a Letter  under  her 
own  hand,  44  That  her  intention  was  to  resume 
all  the  employments  she  had  intrusted  him 
with  ; complaining,  at  the  same  time,  of  the 
treatment  she  had  met  with.”  This  appears 
from  the  Duke’s  Answer,  which  he  sent  by  the 
countess  of  Sunderland,  one  of  his  daughters: 

“‘Madam  ; I am  very  sensible  of  the  honour 
4 your  majesty  does  me,  in  dismissing  me  from 
4 your  service  by  a letter  of  your  own  hand  ; 

4 though  I find  by  it,  that  my  enemies  have 

* been  able  to  prevail  with  your  majesty  to  do 
4 it,  in  the  manner  that  is  most  injurious  to 
4 me.  And,  if  their  malice  and  and  inveteracy 
4 against  me  had  not  been  more  powerful  with 
4 them,  than  the  consideration  of  your  majesty’s 
1 honour  and  justice,  they  would  not  have  m- 

* fluenced  you  to  impute  the  occasion  of  my 
4 dismission  to  a false  and  malicious  insinua- 
4 tien,  contrived  by  themselves,  and  made  public 
4 when  there  was  no  opportunity  for  me  to  give 
4 in  my  answer ; which,  they  must  needs  he 
4 conscious,  would  fully  detect  the  falshood 
4 and  malice  of  their  aspersions,  and  not  leave 
4 them  that  handle  lor  bringing  your  majesty 
4 to  such  extremities  against  me. — But  I am 
4 much  more  concerned  at  an  expression  in 
4 your  majesty’s  letter,  w hich  seems  to  complain 
4 of  the  treatment  you  had  met  with.  1 know 
4 not  how  to  understand  that  word,  nor  what 

3 Y 
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• construction  to  make  of  it.  I know  I hare 

* always  endeavoured  to  serve  your  majesty 
4 faill. fully  and  zealously  through  a great  many 
4 undeserved  mortifications.  But  if  your  ma- 
4 jesty  does  intend  by  that  expression,  to  find 
4 fault  with  not  my  coming;  to  the  cabinet  coun- 
4 cil,  I am  very  free  to  acknowledge,  that  my 
4 duty  to  your  majesty  and  my  country  would 
4 not  give  me  leave  to  join  in  the  counsel  of 
4 n man,  who  iu  my  opinion  puts  your  majes- 
Vty  upon  all  manner  ot  extremities.  And  it  is 
4 not  my  opinion  oaly.bui  ihe  opiniouofall  man* 
4 kind,  that  the  friendship  of  France  must  needs 
4 Ik?  destructive  to  your  majesty,  there  being 
4 iu  ih.it  court  a root  of  enmity  irreconcileable 
4 to  your  majesty's  government,  and  the  reh- 
4 g.ou  of  tlu-ae  kingdoms.  1 wish  your  mujesty 
4 may  never  find  the  want  of  so  f.nthful  a ser- 
4 vaht,  as  I have  always  endeavoured  to  ap* 
4 prove  myself  to  you.  I am  with  the  greatest 
4 duty  and  submission.  Madam,  your  majesty's 
4 most  dutiful,  and  obedient  subject,  Marl* 

# borough.' 

44  The  removal  of  the  duke  of  Marlborough 
was  thought  very  extraordinary,  after  such  long 
and  eminent  services;  and  was  so  little  expect 
ed,  that  those,  who  looked  for  precedents, 
could  hnd  none  since  the  disgrace  of  B*disarius 
in  Justinian's  time.  The  only  thing  pretended 
to  excuse  it  was,  his  being  considered  as  the 
head  of  those,  who  opposed  the  peace,  on 
which  the  court  seemed  to  set  their  hearts.” 

A Resolution  to  remove  the  Duke  of  Somerset, 
jiut  off. ] The  duke  of  Somerset  continuing 
to  oppose  the  schemes  of  the  new  ministers, 
it  was  also  resolved,  in  a consultation  about  the 
middle  of  December,  to  remove  him.*  But 
the  great  friendship  between  the  queen  and 
his  duchess  (who  was  groom  of  the  stole,  and 
first  lady  of  the  bed-chamber)  prevented  that 
resolution  from  being  then  put  in  practice. 
The  duke  was  not  removed  till  the  26th  of 
January,  and,  though  endeavours  were  used  to 
the  contrary,  his  duchess  was  by  the  queen 
continued  in  her  places,  which  sne  offered  to 
resign. 

The  duke  of  Marlborough's  disgrace  was 
attended  with  other  removes,  mid  made  way 
for  several  promotions.  The  duke  of  Ormond, 
with  the  first  regiment  of  foot-guards,  was  ap- 
pointed commander  in  chief  of  all  the  forces 
in  Great-Britain,  and  soon  after,  upon  the  elec- 
tor of  Hanover's  refusal  to  command  the  queen's 
forces  in  Flanders,  captain- general  of  all  her 
forces  at  borne  and  abroad.  The  earl  Rivers 

* *4  December  29.  Saturday  night.  I have 
broke  open  my  letter,  and  tore  it  into  the  bar- 
gain ; to  let  you  know,  that  we  are  all  safe; 
the  queen  has  made  no  less  than  12  lords  to 
have  a majority  ; nine  new  ones,  the  other 
three  peers  sons;  and  has  turned  out  the  duke 
of  Somerset.  She  is  awaked  at  last,  and  so  is 
Lord  Treasurer : I want  nothing  now  but  to 
•ee  the  duchess  out.  But  we  shall  do  with- 
out her.  We  are  all  extreiuelv  happy.”  Swift’s 
Journal. 


was  made  master-general  of  the  ordnance,  and 
colonel  of  the  royal  regiment  ol  horse-guards. 
The  duke  of  Beaufort  was  appointed  captmu 
ot  the  bund  of  pensioners  ; and  brigadiei  Hill 
lieutenant  of  the  Tower,  in  the  room  of  lieu- 
tenant-general Cadogan.  The  countess  of 
Sunderland  and  the  lady  Rialton,  two  of  the 
duke  id' Mail  borough's  daughters,  resigned  their 
places  of  ladies  of  the  bed-chamber. 

Twelve  new  Peers  created .]  The  ministers, 
finding  the  majority  of  the  House  of  Lords 
could  not  be  brought  to  favour  their  designs, 
resolved  to  make  an  experiment,  which  uone 
of  oui  princes  had  ventured  on  in  fonner  times. 
A resolution  was  taken  up  very  suddenly  of 
making  twelve  peers  all  at  once,  which  was  ac- 
cordingly done  on  the  last  day  of  December, 
by  calling  up  by  writ  to  the  House  of  Lords 
James  lord  Compton,  eldest  sou  to  the  earl  of 
Northampton,  and  Charles  lord  Bruce,  eldest 
son  to  the  earl  of  Ailsbury;  and  creating  by 
patent  ten  new  peers  of  Great  Britain  ; George 
Hay,  or  lord  Duplin,  of  the  kingdom  of  Scot- 
land, the  lord-treasurer's  son-in-law,  baron 
Hay,  of  Bedwarden  in  the  county  of  Hereford  ; 
the  lord  viscount  Windsor  of  Ireland,  hamn 
Montjoy,  of  the  Isle  of  Wight,  in  the  county  of 
Southampton ; Henry  Paget,  son  to  the  lord 
Paget,  baron  Burton,  of  Burton,  in  the  county 
of  Stafford  ; sir  Thomas  Mansel,  baron  Manse], 
of  Margam,  in  the  county  of  Glamorgan  ; sir 
Thomas  Willoughby,  baron  Middleton,  of 
Middleton,  in  the  county  of  Warwick;  sir 
Thomas  Trevor,  baron  Trevor,  of  Bromhain, 
in  the  county  of  Bedford;  George  Granville, 
baron  Lansdowne,  of  Biddeford,  in  the  county 
of  Devon;  Samuel  Masham,  baron  Masham, 
of  Oates,  in  the. county  of  Essex;  Thomas 
Foley,  baron  Foley,  of  Kidderminster,  in  the 
county  of  Worcester;  and  Allen  Bathurst, 
baron  Bathurst,  of  Battlesden,  in  the  county 
of  Bedford.  Sir  Miles  Wharton  liad  been  ol- 


fered  a peerage;  but  lie  thought  it  looked  lue 
the  serving  a turn,  and  tlmt,  whereas  peers 
used  to  be  made  for  services,  which  they  had 
done,  he  should  be  made  for  services  to  be  done 
by  him  ; and  therefore  excused  himself  from  ac- 


cepting it;  and  the  favourite’s  husband,  Mr. 
Ma-Jinm,  was  put  in  his  room.  And  whereas 
formerly  Jefferies  -had  the  vanity  to  be  made  a 
peer,  while  he  was  chief  justice,  which  had  not 
been  practised  for  some  ages ; yet  the  prece- 
dent set  by  him  was  followed,  and  Trevor, 
chief-justice  of  the  common  pleas,  w as  now  ad- 
vanced to  be  a peer.  Tins  creation  of  peers 
was  looked  upon  as  an  undoubted  part  of  the 
prerogative ; so  that  there  was  no  ground  m 
law  to  oppose  the  receiving  the  new  lords  into 
the  House;  nor  was  it  possible  to  raise  in  the 
antient  peers  a sense  of  the  indignity,  which 
was  now  put  upon  their  House;  since  the  court 
did  by  this  openly  declare,  that  they  were  to  be 
kept  in  absolute  submission  and  obedience. 


The  Queens  Message  to  the  Lords  to  adjourn 
disputed , but  obeyed.]  January  2,  1712.  The 
twelve  new  peers  were  introduced  into  the 
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The  court  having  received  no  newt  of  th« 
opening  the  congress,  councils  were  held  on' 
Saturday  and  Sunday  the  12th  aud  lSih  of 
January,  in  which  it  was  debated,  Whether 
the  parliament  should  sit,  or  be  desired  fur- 
ther to  adjourn  themselves?  and,  it  being  car- 
ried for  the  adjournment,  a Message  was  on 
the  14th  sent  to  both  houses,  importing,  **  That 
her  majesty  fully  determined  to  huve  been  per- 
sonally present  in  parliament  that  duy ; but, 
being  prevented  by  a sudden  return  of  her 
gout,  her  majesty,  in  hopes  she  might,  by  the 
blessing  of  God,  be  able  to  speak  to  both  her 
houses  of  parliament  on  Thursday  next,  the 
17th  of  this  instant  January,  desired  them  to 
adjourn  to  that  day.”  Both  houses  readily 
complied  with  this  Message  ; but,  before  tha 
same  was  delivered  by  Mr.  St.  John  to  tha 
Commons,  they  ordered  their  Speaker  to  issue 
out  writs,  for  the  electing  nine  members  in 
the  room  of  those  culled  up  to  the  house  of 
peers.  • 

The  Queen’s  Message  to  the  Parliament  con * 
cerning  a Peace  : the  Scot*  Pters:  the  num- 
ber of  Libels,  4 c.]  Jan.  17.  The  parliament 
being  met  again,  a Message  from  the  queer* 


House  of  Lords  without  any  opposition  ;*  and 
the  -court-party  having  by  this  reinforcement, 
and  by  the  coining  up  of  the  Scots  lords,  got 
the  majority,  the  House  acquiesced  in  the 
queen’s  .Answer  to  their  late  Address,  import 
mg,  “ That  her  majesty  thought  her  Speech  to 
both  Houses  would  have  given  satisfaction  to 
every  body : and,  that  she  had  given  instruc- 
tions to  her  plenipotentiaries,  according  to  the 
desires  of  that  Adorers.”  This  done,  the  Lord- 
Keeper  delivered  to  the  House  a Message  from 
the  queen,  “ That,  having  matters  of  great  im- 
portance to  communicate  to  both  Houses  of 
parliament,  she  desired  the  Lords  to  adjourn 
immediately  to  the  14th,  the  same  day,  to 
which  the  Commons  had  adjourned  them- 
selves.” This  occasioned  a very  warm  de- 
bate. It  was  said,  that  the  queen  could  uot 
send  n Message  to  any  one  House  to  adjourn, 
when  the  like  Message  was  not  sent  to  both 
Houses:  that  the  pleasure  of  the  prince  in  con 
veuiug,  dissolving,  proroguing,  or  ordering  the 
adjournment  of  parliaments,  was  always  di- 
rected to  both  Houses,  but  never  to  any  one 
House,  unless  the  same  intimation  was  made  at 
the  »Aine  time  to  the  other.  1 hat  the  conse- 
quence of  this,  if  allowed,  might  be  the  order- 
ing one  House  to  adjourn,  while  the  other  was 
leu  still  to  sit ; and  this  might  end  in  a total 
disuniting  of  the  constitution.  The  Resolution 
however  was  carried  for  adjourning  by  the 
weight  of  the  twelve  new  peers.  It  is  true,  the 
odds  were  13  ; but  that  was,  because  one  of 
the  peers,  who  had  a prosy,  without  reflecting 
<>n  it,  went  away  when  the  proxies  were  called 
for.f 


* “ Jan.  2.  This  being  the  day  the  Lords 
meet,  and  the  new  peers  to  be  introduced,  I 
*ent  to  Westminster  to  see  the  sight ; but  the 
crowd  was  too  great  in  the  House.  So  I only 
went  into  the  robing-room,  to  give  my  four  bro- 
thers joy,  and  sir  Thomas  Mansel,  and  lord 
Windsor;  the  other  sis  I am  not  acquainted 
W|di.  It  was  apprehended  the  Whigs  would 
have  raised  >ume  ditticuhies,  but  nothing  hap- 
pened.” Swift’s  Journal. 

t “ This  Message  for  adjourning  seems  only 
to  have  been  sent  to  try  the  strength  of  both 
Parties,  Mr.  Secretary  St.  John  having  been 
heard  to  say  iu  th«*  Court  of  Requests,  as  soou 
*i  the  debate  was  over,  * That,  if  those  twelve 
had  not  been  enough,  they  would  have  given 
them,  [th,.  Wings]  another  dozen/  However, 
'cry  strong  reflections  were  made,  both  in  print 
a,'d  iu  m.)Sr  conversations,  on  that  step,  many 
Jot  scrupling  t*»  say,  * That,  though  the  queen 
had  an  undoubted  right  to  create  a*  many  peers 
as  pit  ased,  yet  her  minister?,  might  be  called 
an  account  for  advising  her  to  abuse  that 
^ 'l*  That  peace  and  war  were  also  the  pre- 
rogatives of  the  crown;  and  yet  the  engaging 
*0  • ruinou*  war,  or  making  a treacherous 
are  things,  which  no  minister  ever  did, 
esCtP*^  uuceusured  or  unpuutshcd.  That 
. *>‘reahng twelve  peers,  to  serve  a turn,  was, 
lQ  ,®ecb  making  a house  of  peer*  a property  to 


the  Court,  and  taking  away  a negative  upon 
the  crown ; which  would  render  our  liberties 
precarious.  That  it  could  not  be  denied,  that 
the  new-made  peers  were  men  of  noble  fortunes ; 
and  that  some  nf  them  had  shewn  a commend- 
able zeal  for  the  present  establishment  ; but 
who  would  secure  us,  that  hereafter  such  a 
number  should  not  be  made  of  men  of  a quite 
ditrereiit  character?  and,  in  short,  that  this 
was  a precedent,  which  might  be  made  use  of 
to  inslave  the  nation,  and  to  introduce  a popish 
preteuder,  or  the  popish  religiou.  That  if  in 
the  reign  of  such  a queen  this  abuse  of  the  pre- 
rogative was  so  much  exclaimed  against,  how 
much  greater  would  the  cry  have  been,  had  it 
been  in  a suspicious  reign  ? whereas  now  they 
have  an  unexceptionable  instauce  to  produce, 
to  silence  any  clamour  or  noise.  That  it  was 
impossible  for  men,  who  owed  so  much  to  her 
majesty  for  her  share  in  the  late  Revolution,  to 
oppose  a prerogative,  that  had  oever  been  dis- 
puted, because  never  used  in  that  manner:  but 
had  any  prince,  who  had  merited  less  of  his 
country,  began  such  a thing,  it  would,  no  doubt, 
have  been  opposed,  and  perhaps  denied  him/ 
But,  after  all,  the  severest  reflection  upon  th« 
welve  new  peers  was  made  by  the  earl  of 
Wharton,  who,  the  same  day  they  were  intro- 
duced, when  the  question  about  adjourning  was 
going  to  be  put,  asked  one  of  them,  * Whether 
they  voted  by  their  foreman  ?’  thereby  cum- 
.iring  them  to  a peity  jury.”  Boyer. 

• Jan.  14.  T he  parliament  was  to  sit  to- 
day ; and  met;  but  were  adjourned  by  the 
queen's  directions  till  Thursday.  She  design* 
to  make  some  important  speech  then.  She 
pretended  illness  ; but  I believe  they  were  not 
ready,  and  they  expect  some  opposition  ; and 
the  Scots  lords  are  angry,  aud  roust  bt  pa- 
cified." Swift’*  Journal 
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was  delivered  to  both  Mouses.  That  to  the 
Commons  was  its  follows: 

44  AknEvjR. 

44  1.  Her  majesty  not  hiving  recovered 
strength  enough,  since  the  return  of  the  gout, 
to  he  present  this  day  In  person;  and  being 
unwilling,  that  the  public  business  should  re- 
ceive any  delay,  thinks  fit  to  communicate  to 
them  the  substance  of  what  she  intended  to 
have  spoke. 

44  2.  At  the  opening  of  this  session,  her  ma- 
jesty acquainted  the  parliament,  that  both  lime 
and  place  were  appointed  for  the  meeting  of 
the  plenipotentiaries  of  all  the  confederates,  to 
treat  with  those  of  the  enemy  concerning  a 
General  Peace;  and  also  expressed  the  care, 
which  she  intended  to  take  of  all  her  allies, 
and  the  strict  union,  in  which  she  proposed  to 
join  with  them,  in  order  to  obtain  a good 
Peace,  and  to  guaranty  and  support  it,  when 
obtained. 

44  8.  Her  majesty  can  now  tell  them,  that 
her  plenipotentiaries  are.*  arrived  at  Utrecht, 
and  have  begun,  in  pursuance  of  their  instruc- 
tions, to  concert  the  most  proper  ways  of  pro- 
curing a just  satisfaction  to  all  in  alliance  with 
her,  according  to  their  several  treaties,  and  par- 
ticularly with  relation  to  Spain  and  the  West- 
Indies. 

44  4.  You  may  depend  on  her  majesty’s  com- 
municating to  her  parliament  the  terms  of 
peace,  before  the  same  shall  he  concluded. 

44  5.  The  world  will  now  see,  how  groundless 
those  reports  are,  which  have  been  spread 
abroad  by  men  of  evil  intentions,  to  sen  e the 
worst  designs,  as  if  a Separate  Peace  had  been 
treated,  for  which  there  has  not  been  the  least 
colour  given. 

44  6.  Her  majesty’s  ministers  have  directions 
to  propose,  that  a day  may  he  fixed  fur  the 
finishing,  as  was  done  for  the  commencement 
of  this  Treaty  ; and,  in  the  mean  time  all  the 
preparations  are  hastening  for  an  early  cam- 
paign. 

44  7.  The  zeal,  which  this  House  1ms  already 
expressed,  was  a sure  pledge,  that  they  will 
proceed  in  giving  the  necessary  dispatch  to  the 
supplies. 

44  8.  Her  majesty  finds  it  necessary  to  ob- 
serve, how  great  licence  is  taken  in  publishing 
false  and  scandalous  Libels,  such  as  are  a re- 
proach to  any  government.  This  evil  seems 
to  be  grown  too  strong  fur  the  laws  now  in 
force;  it  is  therefore  recommended  to  you  to 
find  a remedy  equal  to  the  mischief.” 

The  Message  the  queen  sent  to  the  House 
of  Lords,  was  exactly  the  same  with  that  sent 
to  the  Commons  ; except  only,  that  instead  of 
the  seventh  paragraph,  about  the  supply,  her 
majesty  took  notice  of  the  affair  relating  to  the 
Scots  Peers,  in  the  following  words : 44  There 
is  one  thing  in  which  her  majesty’s  subjects  of 
the  north  part  of  this  kingdom  are  extremely 
concerned : the  distinction  such  of  them  who 
were  Peers  «>f  Scotland  before  the  Union  must 
lie  under,  if  the  prerogative  of  the  crown  is 
strictly  barred  against  them  alone.  This  is  a 


matter  which  sensibly  affects  her  majesty,  ltd 
she  therefore  lays  it,  before  this  House,  earn- 
estly desiring  their  advice  and  concurrence  u 
finding  out  the  best  method  of  settling  tbi* 
affair,  to  the  satisfaction*  of  the  whole  king* 
dom.” 

The  Lords'  Address  thereon .1  Jan.  18.  The 
House  of  Lords,  in  a body,  waited  on  the 
Queen  with  the  following  Address 

44  We  your  majesty’s  most  dutiful  and  loral 
subjects,  t he  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal  m 
parliament  assembled,  beg  leave  to  express 
our  extreme  concern  for  the  continuance  of 
your  majesty’s  indisposition,  by  which  we  were 
deprived  of  the  honour  of  your  royal  presence'; 
and  at  the  same  Ume  beseech  your  majesty  to 
.accept  of  the  most  humble  thanks  of  this 
House  for  your  most  gracious  Message  on  the 
17th  instant,  wherein  jour  majesty  is  pleased 
to  express  voor  just  care  for  all  your  all*!, 
and  the  strict  union  in  which  your  majesty 
proposed  to  join  with  them  in  order  to  ob- 
tain a wood  Peace,  and  to  guaranty  and 
support  it  when  obtained  ; and  for  the  inspec- 
tions your  majesty  has  given  to  your  pletiipo- 
tentaries,  to  concert  the  most  proper  way  of 
procuring  a just  satisfaction  to  all  in  alkane* 
with  your  majesty,  according  to*  their  several 
treaties,  and  particularly  with  relation  to 
Spain  and  the  West  Indies,  which  are  of  so 
great  concern  to  the  safety  and  commerce  of 
your  majesty’s  kingdoms. — We  think  oursehes 
obliged  more  especially  to  return  our  bomWwt 
acknowledgements  for  your  majesty’s  great 
condescension  in  acquainting  this  House  with 
the  steps  already  taken  in  relation  to  tbt 
Peace,  and  for  the  assurance  your  majesty  i> 
pleased  to  give  of  communicating  to  ibis  House 
the  terms  of  the  Peace  before  the  same  dial 
be  concluded.  Your  majesty’s  declaration, 
that  there  has  not  been  the  least  colour  given 
for  those  false  and  scandalous  reports  tint 
have  been  spread,  that  a Separate  Peace  la? 
been  treated,  must  be  the  highest  satisfaction 
to  all  your  people : and  we  readily  embrace 
this  opportunity  to  assure  your  majesty,  that 
we  entirely  rely  upon  your  great  wisdom,  t# 
settling  the  terms  of  peace.” 

The  Quceti's  Answer.]  Her  majesty’s  An- 
swer was  as  follows ; 

44  My  lords;  I return  you  my  most  hearty 
thanks  for  this  Address,  and  for  the  confidence 
you  place  in  me,  w hich  will  better  enable  me 
to  obtain  such  terms  as  may  be  safe  and  fw 
nourable  for  my  own  subjects,  and  all  our  al- 
lies.” 

The  Commons*  Address.' } The  Address  of  tbs 
Commons  was  ns  follows  : 

44  Most  gracious  Sovereign; 

“ Vfc,  your  majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  par- 
liament assembled,  appear  liefore  your  majesty, 
with  the  greatest  satisfaction,  to  return  our 
most  humble  thanks  for  your  majesty’s  moil 
most  gracious  Message. — Your  majesty  ha?,  0° 
till  occasions,  shewn  such  u tenderness  and 
regard  to  the  welfare  of  your  people  ; fa»d 
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generous  ami  disinterested  concern  for  the 
jpport  and  advantage  of  your  allies,  in  so 
lany  instances,  during  the  prosecution  of  the 
resent  war ; that  we  have  no  reason  to  doubt 
our  majesty's  care  of  both,  in  a Treaty  of 
'eace  ; and  that  the  most  proper  ways  will  be 
oncerted  of  procuring  a ju*t  satisfaction  to  all 
i alliance  with  your  majesty,  according  to 
teir  several  treaties;  and  particularly,  with 
elation  to  Spain,  and  the  West-Indies  : how- 
rer,  we  think  ourselves  obliged,  with  thegreat- 
st  gratitude,  to  acknowledge  your  majesty’s 
oodnesi  and  condescension,  in  promising  to 
om.nunicate  to  your  parliatncntthe  terms  tor  a I 
’»t rural  Pence,  before  the  same  shall  be  con- 
iuded  : and  this,  if  any  thing  can,  must  in- 
rely  silence  those  seditious  reports,  that 
are  been  industriously  and  maliciously  spread  1 
broad,  to  the  dishonour  of  your  rnaje«.tv,  that 
. Separate  Peace  has  been  treansl  ; which  enn 
live  been  raised  only  by  some  factious  incen- 
uines  ; h ho,  to  cover  their  own  disaffection 
o the  present  establishment  and  administra- 
tor!, and  such  designs  as  they  have  not  dared 
■ublicly  to  own,  endeavour  to  distract  your 
ubjecls  with  unreasonable  and  groundless  d is- 
rusts  and  jealousies. — Your  majesty’s  nppro- 
•ation  of  the  zeal  your  faithful  Commons  have 
ilready  expressed  for  raising  tiic  necessary  sup- 
plies, will  engage  them  to  continue  their  appii- 
:ation,  and  to  give  all  possible  dispatch  there- 
into.— We  are  very  sensible  how  much  the 
-ibertyof  the  Press  is  abused,  by  turning  it 
a to  such  a licentiousness  as  is  a just  reproach 

0 the  nation  ; since  not  only  fsk1  and  scan- 
alous  libels  are  printed  and  published  against 
our  majesty’s  government,  but  the  most  borrid 
'lavphemies  against  God  and  religion  : and  we 
■eg  leave  humbly  to  assure  your  majesty,  That 
»e  will  do  our  utmost  to  find  out  a remedy 
qual  to  this  mischief,  aud  that  may  effectually 
ure  it.° 

The  Queen's  Answer.]  Her  majesty  gave 
Answer  : 

u I have  received  so  many  proofs  of  the 
}yalty  of  this  House  of  Commons,  and  of  their 
‘ve  of  our  country,  that  the  best  answer 
hich  I can  return  to  this  most  dutiful  Address 
, to  give  you  my  hearty  thanks  for  it ; and  to 
speat  not  only  that  good  opinion  which  l have 

1 ««y  Commons,  but  also  my  assurances,  that 
ae  confidence  which  you  place  in  me  shall 
e answered  by  my  utmost  endeavours  to 
rmnote  the  safety  and  advantage  of  all  my 
abjects.” 

A Bill  girting  Precedence  to  the  House  of 
fare  per.]  The  duke  of  Devonshire,  pursuant 
o the  motion  he  had  made  before  the  recess, 
aving  prepared  a Bill  for  giving  precedence  to 
be  duke  of  Cambridge,  the  Lord-Treasurer 
resolved  to  prevent  him,  and  offered,  Ja- 
'tary  17,  a bill,  giving  precedence  to  the  whole 
lectoral  family,  as  the  children  and  nephews 
f the  crown  ; and  it  was  intimated,  that  bills 
elating  to  honours  and  precedence  ought  to 
®nie  from  the  crown  : the  duke  of  Devon- 
birt  would  make  no  dispute  on  this  head  ; if 
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the  thing  passed,  he  acquiesced  in  the  manner 
of  passing  it,  only  he  thought  it  lay  within  the 
authority  of  the  House.  On  this  occasion,  the 
Court  seemed,  events  an  affectation,  to  shew 
a particular  zeal  in  promoting  this  bill  ; for  it 
passed  through  both  Houses  in  two  days. 
Notwithstanding  this  haste,  the  Court  did  not 
seem  to  design  any  such  bill,  till  it  was  pro- 
posed by  others,  out  of  whose  hands  they 
thought  fit  to  take  it.  The  act  was  seut  over  bo 
Hanover,  by  Mr.  Thomas  Harley,  in  order  to 
raise  favourable  thoughts  there  of  the  ministry. 
But  that  Court  saw  through  these  thin  dis- 
guises, which  were  contradicted  by  the  open 
countenance  to  those  who  were  no  well-wishers 
to  the  Protestant  Succession,  <uid  the  discou- 
ragement to  its  best  friends. 

Debate  concerning  the  Scots  Peers.]  The 
Lords  entered  upon  the  consideration  of  the 
paragraph  iu  the  quecu’s  Message,  relating  to 
the  Peers  of  Scotland.  The  Court  proposed 
that  an  expedient  might  be  found  that  the 
Peers  of  Scotland  should  not  sit  among  them 
by  election,  but  by  descent,  in  case  the  rest  of 
the  peers  of  that  nntion  should  consent  to  it. 
A debate  followed  concerning  the  Articles  of 
the  Union,  which  of  them  were  fundamental 
and  uot  alterable;  it  was  said,  that  by  the 
Union  no  private  right  could  he  taken  uwav, 
but  by  the  consent  of  the  persons  concerned  ; 
therefore  no  alteration  could  be  made  in  the 
right  of  the  Peers  of  Scotland,  unless  they  con- 
sented to  it.  It  was  afterwards  debated,  whe- 
ther au  alteration  might  he  made  with  this  com* 
dition,  in  case  they  should  consent  to  it  ; or 
whether  the  first  rise  to  any  such  alteration 
ought  not  to  be  given,  by  a previous  desire. 
This  was  not  so  subject  to  an  ill  management ; 
the  Court  studied  to  have  a subsequent- consent 
received  as  sufficient : but  u previous  desire 
was  insisted,  ns  visibly  fairer  and  juster. 

The  Scots  Lords,  seeing  no  redress  to  the# 
complaint,  but  that  the  Peers  adhered  to  their 
late  judgment,  seemed  resolved  to  come  no 
more  to  sit  in  the  House  of  Lords  ; but  the 
Court  was  sensible,  that  their  strength,  in  that 
House,  consisted  chiefly  in  them  aud  the  ne* 
Irers ; for  which  reason  pains  were  taken,  aud 
secret  forcible  arguments  were  used  to  them, 
which  proved  so  effectual,  that  after  a few  days 
absence  they  came  back,  nnd  continued,  during 
the  session,  to  sit  in  the  House.  They  gave 
our,  that  an  expedient  would  l*e  found,  that 
would  be  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Peers  of 
Scotland  ; but,  nothing  of  that  appearing,  it 
was  concluded,  that  the  satisfaction  was  private 
nnd  personal.  The  great  arrenr,  into  which  all 
the  regular  payments,  botli  of  the  houshold 
nnd  of  salaries  nnd  pensions,  was  left  to  run, 
made  it  to  be  generally  believed,  that  the  in- 
come for  the  civil-list,  though  it  exceeded  the 
establishment  very  much,  was  applied  to  other 
payments,  which  the  ministers  durst  not  own. 
And,  though  secret  practice  on  members  had 
been  for  a great  while  too  common,  yet  it  was 
believed,  that  it  was  at  this  liinq managed  with 
an  extraordinary  profusion. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Comment  against  Mr.  Ro- 
bert WatpoU.]  On  the  17th  of  January,  Mr. 
Lockhart  acquainted  the  House,  from  the  Com- 
missioners for  taking,  examining,  and  stating  the 
Public  Accounts,  That  Mr.  Walpole*  had,  the 
Monday  before,  brought  Mr.  Man  to  the  said 
Commissioners,  with  au  Affidavit  ready  pre- 
pared, and  desired  he  might  be  sworn  to  it  : 
And  that  the  Commissioners  did  swear  him  to 
the  same  ; and  afterwards  examined  him  them- 
selves, and  took  his  Answer  in  writing  : and 
that  the  Commissioners  had  directed  him  to 
present  to  the  House,  the  Deposition  of  Mr. 
Robert  Man,  proving,  that  he  is  agent  to 
Robert  Walpole,  esq.  and  that  lie  has  received 
several  sums  of  money  on  account  of  two 
contracts,  for  foraging  the  troops  in  Nnrth- 
Brituin  ; and  also  the  deposition  of  Mr.  Robert 
M an.  And  he  presented  the  same  to  the 
House  accordingly  : and  the  titles  of  the  said 
several  Depositions  were  read. 

Then  the  order  of  the  day  was  read,  for 
taking  into  consideration  the  Report  from  the 
said  Commissioners  the  21st  of  December  last 
whereupon  the  Ilou'e  prococdcd  to  take  into 
consideration  that  part  of  the  said  Report 
which  relates  to  the  Contracts  for  Forage 
in  N ortli- Britain : and  the  same  was  read, 

as  were  also  seve  ral  Depositions  of  Mr.  Man. 
And  Mr.  John  Montgomery  was  called  in,  and 
examined  : and  the  two  notes  mentioned  in 
the  Report,  and  several  receipts  for  moneys 
paid  by  Mr.  Montgomery  to  Mr.  Man  were 
delivered  in,  and  read;  and  theu  Mr.  Mont- 
gomery withdrew. 

Ordered,  That  candles  be  brought  in.  And 
they  were  brought  in  accordingly. 

And  Mr.  Walpole  was  beard  in  bis  place: 
After  which,  a debate  arose  in  the  House, 
whether  Mr.  Walpole  should  withdraw  before 
a question  was  stated,  or  any  debate  bad  of 
the  matter  relating  to  him.  Whereupon  the 

* “ Jan.  17.  I went  this  morning  to  the 
duke  of  Ormond  about  some  business  ; and  he 
told  me  he  could  not  dine  with  us  to-day, 
being  to  dine  with  prince  Eugene.  Those  of 
our  society  of  the  House  of  Commons  could  not 
be  with  us,  the  House  sitting  late  on  Waipool. 
I left  them  at  nine,  and  they  were  not  come. 
We  kept  some  dinner  for  them.  I hope  Wai- 
pool will  he  sent  to  the  Tower,  aud  expelled 
the  House  : but,  this  afternoon  the  members  I 
spoke  w ith  in  the  Court  of  Requests  talked  du- 
biously of  it.  It  will  be  u leading  card  to  maul 
the  duke  of  Marlborough  for  the  same  crime, 
or  at  least  to  censure  him.  The  queen's  mes- 
sage was  only  to  give  them  notice  of  the  peace 
she  is  treating,  and  to  desire  they  will  make 
some  law  to  prevent  libels  against  the  govern- 
ment ; so  farewell  to  Grub-9treet. 

“ Jan.  18.  I heard  to-day  that  the  com- 
moners of  our  society  did  not  leave  the  par- 
liament till  eleven  at  night,  then  went  to  those 
I left,  and  6tnyed  till  three  in  the  morning. 
Waipool  is  expelled,  ancj  sent  to  the  Tower/’ 
Swifts  Journal, 


Journal  relating  to  the  lord  Falkland,  is  ibe 
year  1693;  and  also  the  J<»urnal  relate; 
Mr.  Ridge,  in  the  year  1710;  were  resfl- 
W hereupon  Mr.  Walpole  withdrew  before  ui 
debate  was  had,  or  any  question  propose; 
touching  the  matter  relating  to  him. 

A motion  being  made,  and  the  question  be-q 
proposed, “ That  Robert  Walpole,  es q » mcr- 
ber  of  this  House,  iu  receiving  the  sum  at 
300  guineas,  and  in  taking  a note  for  ;.0G L 
more,  on  account  of  two  contracts  for  Furs** 
of  her  majesty's  troops  quartered  in  Nwt» 
Britain,  made  by  him  when  Secretary  si  W«r, 
pursuant  to  a power  granted  to  bini  tj  the 
late  Lord  Treasurer,  is  guilty  of  a high  Brw:b 
of  Trust,  and  notorious  Corruption  ; 

An  Amendment  was  proposed  to  be  mak 
to  the  question,  by  leaving  out  these  work, 
“and  notorious  corruption:"  And  the  qua’ 
lion  being  put,  That  those  words  be  left  out  of 
the  question  ; the  House  divided.  Yean 
Noes  207.  So  it  passed  in  the  Negative. 

Mr.  Walpole  committed  to  the  To*r 
exptlled.]  Then  the  main  question  being  pit. 
“ That  Robert  Walpole,  esq.  a member  of  ttij 
“ House,  in  receiving  the  sum  ot  500  guineas, 
“ aud  in  taking  a note  for  300/.  more,  on  * 
“ count  of  two  contracts  for  Forage  of  fe' 
“ majesty's  troops  quartered  in  North 
“ tain,  made  by  him  when  Secretary  at  War, 
“ pursuant  to  a power  granted  to  him  H»  the 
“late  Lord  Treasurer,  is  guilty  of 
“ Breach  of  Trust,  and  notorious  Corruption , 
The  House  divided.  Yeas  205,  Noes  148. 

So  it  wns  resolved  in  the  Affirmative. 

Resolved,  “ That  the  said  Robert  W tlftk 
“ esq.  be,  for  the  said  offence,  committed  p 
“ toner  to  the  Tower  of  London,  during 
“ pleasure  of  this  House : and  that  Mr.  Spell* 
“ do  issue  his  warrants  accordingly." 

Then  a motion  being  made,  and  theqoeM* 
put,  That  the  House  do  now  adjourn,  \«s  155. 
Noes  168.  So  it  passed  in  the  Negative 

Then  a motion  being  made,  and  the  qoevu* 
being  put,  “ That  the  said  Robert 
“ esq.  be,  for  the  said  offence,  also  e.xpeied 
“ this  House  The  House  divided.  \ets -4 
Noes  148.  So  it  was  resolved  in  the  .*&• 
mative. 

Mr.  Core's  Account  of  the  Prccew *3 
against  Mr.  Walpole .]  “ The  Tories  t*T'. 

ing  attempted  to  arraign  the  roe**#*5  ’ 
their  predecessors  in  office,  turned  their 
cipal  objections  against  the  manage®*111 
the  Revenue;  a topic  on  which  it  -ft*8® 
easy  to  delude  the  public  mind,  by  in®*’ 
ing  a series  of  complicated  catctflaCk’Ofc  ^ 
attack  was  principally  levelled  agamd 
dolphin,  who  was  accused  of  having  ptofa*1} 
lavished  the  public  money,  and  not  b*T1"‘:  *’ 
counted  for  the  sums  voted  by  padiantf°L 
When  several  of  Ids  former  adherents  ifl 
House  of  Commons  deserted  the  ex-miao**' * 
few  defended  his  cause,  and  argued  that  t 
clamours  raised  against  him,  were  merth  fc* 
effusions  of  malice  and  calumny.  The  is* 
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us  attack  was  masqued  under  the  plausible 
learance  of  appointing  a Committee  for  ea- 
rning and  stating  the  Public  Accounts.  St. 
in  employed  all  the  powers  of  his  eloquence 
shew  the  necessity  ot  taking  into  considcra- 
n the  national  expenditure;  maintained 
it  uone  but  those  who  were  enemies  to  their 
Wtry,  or  who  would  themselves  plunder  the 
asury,  would  be  so  bold  as  to  oppose  the 
(uiry;  and  supported  his  arguments  with  the 
>st  ardent  affectation  of  zeal  for  the  church 
d constitution. 

“No  sooner  had  St.  John  ceased  speaking, 
ui  Walpole  rose  with  great  spirit  to  vindicate 
i patron  from  the  imputation  of  corruption 
d malversation.  He  did  not,  however,  con- 
scend  to  make  any  reply  to  the  hypocritical 
wverntion  of  St.  John,  in  regard  to  religion, 
t coutined  his  remarks  to  the  subject  of  de- 
le. He  explained,  in  a calm  and  distinct 
inner,  the  accounts  of  the  public  expenditure, 
id  confirmed  the  truth  of  his  report,  by  the 
iginal  receipts,  and  the  most  authentic  testi- 
fies. After  having  proved  that  the  inquiry 
is  founded  on  party  animosity,  he  concluded 
r observing, 4 If  be  is  accused,  who  cannot 
le  charged,  with  any  crime,  or  any  just  sus- 
picion »l  a crime,  and  whom  the  member  who 
spoke  last  could  neither  fear  nor  hate,  take 
beed  lest  the  constitution  should  receive  a 
«oumi  through  his  sides.  It  is  obvious,  how 
much  the  multitude  is  under  the  influence 
of  bribery,  it  is  obvious,  that  the  people  of 
Kurland  are  at  this  moment  animated  against 
each  other,  with  a spirit  of  hatred  and  ran- 
cour. It  heh  ives  you,  iu  the  first  place,  to 
find  a remedy  for  those  distempers,  which  at 
present  are  predominant  in  the  civil  const  itu- 
bon,  and  unless  you  reject  this  enquiry  with 
becoming  indignation,  I leave  you  to  conjec- 
ture the  situation  to  which  (his  kingdom  and 
government  are  likely  to  be  exposed/  But 
Jczeal  and  eloquence  of  Walpole  bad  no  ef- 
?ct;  for  the  Committee  was  appointed,  con- 
ning of  persons  principally  lories,  and  two 
ntonons  Jacobites  ; nil  previously  determined 
t>  arraign  the  proceedings  of  the  former  adini- 
istrution.  The  result  of  their  inquiry  was 
wen  iu  a most  extraordinary  Report,  which 
•assed  the  House  on  the  12th  of  April,  and  was 
•resented  to  the  queen  on  the  same  day.  After 
tating  the  great  arrears  due  from  public  taxes, 
wny  embezzlements  and  scandalous  abuses, 
ml  mismanagement  in  public  otiices,  and  mis- 
application of  parliamentary  supplies',  it  boldly 
t^erted, 4 That  of  the  monies  granted  by  par- 
liament, and  issued  for  the  public  service  to 
Chrutmas,  1710,  there  reinuins  unaccounted 
fur,  the  sum  of  35,302,107/.  for  a great  part 
°f  which  no  accounts  have  so  much  as  been 
'laid  before  the  auditors;  and  for  the  real, 
though  some  accounts  have  been  brought  in, 
y*t  they  have  not  been  prosecuted  by  the  ac- 
'ciuntants,  and  finished.’  This  unqualified 
"fproach  cast  by  the  House  of  Commons  on 
l * ex-ministers,  had  for  a short  time  a pro- 
effect  in  increasing  tht  unpopularity 


of  the  Whigs.  The  people  conceived  it  to 
be  impossible,  that  the  Commons  would  ad- 
vance such  an  assertion,  without  the  roost  con- 
vincing proofs  in  its  favour.  A general  belief 
gained  ground,  that  the  nation  had  been  de- 
ceived and  betrayed  ; fresh  confidence  was 
placed  iu  the  new  ministers,  who  thus  displayed 
their  care  for  the  people,  and  proved  their  ca- 
pacity by  contriving  such  means  as  might  ascer- 
tain and  discharge  so  vast  a debt. 

44  In  opposition  to  these  cecusations,  Walpole 
again  came  forth  ns  the  champion  of  l;is  col- 
leagues, and  published  “ The  Debts  of  the  Na- 
tion stated  and  considered,”  and  the  44  Thirty- 
five  Millions  accounted  for.”  In  these  publica- 
tions, the  author,  who  is  called  by  Arthur 
Mainwnring  4 the  best  master  of  figures  of  any 
4 man  of  his  time,’  gave,  in  a small  compass,  so 
accurate  a scheme  of  the  public  debts,  espe- 
cially of  the  navy,  together  with  the  manage- 
ment of  the  revenues,  the  anticipations,  the 
debts,  and  the  reasons  and  necessity  of  them,  ns 
entirely  undeceived  the  public,  and  refuted  the 
calumnies  which  had  been  so  industriously 
raised.  He  proved,  in  a clear  and  satisfactory 
manner,  that  tly?  Debt  of  the  Navy,  which  was 
estimated  at  5,130,539/.  did  not  exceed 
574,000/. ; and  that  of  the  whole  35,000,000/. 
all  but  4,000,000/.  bad  been  accounted  for. 

44  Walpole  had  distinguished  himself  too  ably 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  by  bis  publica- 
tions bad  proved  himself  too  warm  a friend  of 
the  fullen  ministry,  and  too  powerful  an  adver- 
sary to  the  reigning  administration,  not  to  be 
singled  out  as  one  of  the  sacrifices  to  he  made 
at  (be  shrine  of  party  vengeance.  Ilis  expul- 
sion, therefore,  from  the  House  of  Commons 
was  resolved,  and  a meeting  la  id  by  the  leaders 
of  the  opposite  party  for  the  purpose  of  consult- 
ing on  the  means  of  proceeding.  But  the  in- 
justice  of  this  act  was  esteemed  so  flagrant,  and 
the  imputations  of  guilt  So  faint  and  false,  that 
many  of  those  who  had  united  to  overturn  the 
late  administration,  declared  their  aversion  to 
this  malicious  design.  Bromley,  however,  re- 
moved their  scruples,  by  declaring  that  the  ex- 
pulsion of  Walpole  was  the  unutn  neeessarium, 
as  they  could  not  carry  on  the  business,  if  ha 
was  suffered  to  continue  Yu  the  House.  It  is  no 
wonder,  therefore,  that  his  enemies,  who  could 
command  a majority,  should  find  a plausible 
pretext.  The  Commissioners  of  Public  Act 
counts  laid  a charge  of  venality  and  corrup- 
tion against  him  for  Forage  Contracts  in  Scot- 
land while  he  was  Secretary  at  War.  They  ac- 
cused him  of  having  taken,  in  two  contracts, 
two  notes  of  hand,  one  for  500  guineas,  the 
other  for  500/.  the  first  of  which  had  been  paid, 
and  a receipt  given  in  his  name,  and  of  the 
other  400/.  was  paid.  It  appeared,  from  exa- 
mining of  the  witnesses,  on  oath,  that  the  con- 
tractors, rather  than  admit  into  their  partner- 
ship Robert  Mann,  agent  for  Walpole,  who,  ac- 
cording to  the  tenor  of  the  original  agreement, 
reserved  a share  for  a friend,  to  have  a benefit 
of  the  fifth  part,  if  not  redeemed  by  the  con- 
tractors with  a sum  of  money,  had  preferred 
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paying  the  500  guineas  and  bOOl. ; and  that 
Mann  had  received  the  money  for  the  first 
note,  and  had  obtained  tin?  second  note  as  a 
d^Jb^it  for  the  stun  specified  to  be  paid. 

* * In  consequence  ot  these  reports,  Walpole 
yfas  heard  in  his  own  defence,  though  no  parti- 
culars of  his  speech  are  preserved  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  parliament;  after  he  had  with- 
cfrnivn,  a warm  debate  took  place,  which  lasted 
till  past  ten  at  night.  His  friends,  on  this  oc- 
dhsion,  supported  him  with  so  much  seal,  that 
the  House  was  divided  four  times  in  the  same 
sitting;  and  the  ministers,  who  carried  all  po- 
litical questions  in  this  session  with  only  a tri- 
Iting opposition,  gained  the  motions  for  his  con- 
demnation and  expulsion  by  a small  majority. 
On  the  first  division,  in  which  Pultney,  then  his 
intimate  friend,  afterwards  hi*  most  hitter  op- 
ponent, was  teller,  the  amendment,  to  leave  out 
the  words,  44  and  notorious  corruption/’  was 
rtegntived  by  a majority  of  5$.  The  main 
(Question  passed  in  the  affirmative  by  57.  The 
motion  for  committing  him  to  the  Tower  by 
onlv  twelve ; and  bis  expulsion  was  decreed 
by  *22.  These  small  majorities  sufficiently 
prove,  either,  that  Walpole  possessed  great  per- 
sonal influence  in  the  House,  or  that  many  of 
the  Tories  considered  his  accusation  a scanda- 
lous prosecution, and  would  not  give  their  votes 
against  him.  The  House  however  resolved, 
4 That  Robert  Walpole,  esquire,  was  guiltyof  n 
4 breach  of  trust,  and  notorious  corruption  : 
4 That  he  should  he  committed  prisoner  to  the 
4 Tower  of  London  and  on  a subsequent  mo- 

tion, which  was  carried  only  by  a majority  of 
22  votes,  * That  lie  should  he  expelled/ 

“ On  the  next  morning,  Walpole  surrender- 
ed himself  a prisoner,  and  was  committed  to 
the  Tower.  It  was  expected,  that  he  would 
have  petitioned,  and  submitted  himself  to  the 
censure  of  the  House;  but  be  refused  making 
any  concession  which  could  imply  a conscious- 
ness of  guilt,  and  be  therefore  remained  a pri- 
soner until  the  prorogation  of  parliament.  In 
the  mean  time  a new  Writ  being  issued  for 
Lynn,  he  was  re-chosen  for  that  borough;  but 
a petition  being  made  against  the  return,  by 
Samuel  Taylor,  the  opposing  candidate,  the 
Commons  resolved,  4 That  having  been  exptl- 
4 led  this  House  for  an  high  breach  of  trust  in 
4 iu  the  execution  of  his  office,  and  notorious 
4 corruption,  when  secretary  at  war,  he  was  in- 

* capable  of  being  re-elected  a member  to  serve 

* in  the  present  parliament/ 

“ While  he  remained  a prisoner, he  was  cousi- 
dcred  as  a martyr  to  the  cause  of  the  Whigs, 
and  repeatedly  visited  by  persons  of  the  high- 
est distinction  and  abilities,  particularly  by  the 
duke  and  duchess  of  Marlborough,  Godolphin, 
Sunderland,  Somers  and  Pultney  ; and  his  apart- 
ment exhibited  the  appearance  of  a crouded 
levee. 

“ During  his  confinement,  he  had  sufficient 
leisure  to  compose  a clear  and  judicious  vindi. 
cation  of  himself,  which  was  published  unde, 
the  idle  of  44  The  Case  of  Mr.  Walpole,  in  a 
Letter  from  a Tory  Member  of  Pari  in  men 


to  his  friend  in  the  Country.”  In  this  masted; 
defence,  he  fully  justifies  himself,  ami  wfftm 
to  evidence,  taken  upon  oath,  against  the  ta 
principal  charges,  high  breach  of  trust  and  » 
torious  corruption.  In  regard  to  high  bread 
of  trust,  he  shews  that  he  had  no  advantage  a 
the  contracts  ; that  he  was  not  the  only  person 
concerned  in  making  (hem,  and  that  they  vtrz 
settled  on  the  best  and  most  advant&tfw. 
terms  to  be  obtained  at  the  time.  In  reply  to 
the  charge  of  notorious  corruption,  he  pruts 
that  a share  in  the  contract  being  given  to  Hj 
friend,  Robert  Maun,  the  contractors  prefer- 
red paying  Inns  a sum  of  money  in  recomptcre 
lor  his  share  ; that  the  contractor,  who  hr.d  re* 
gociated  this  bargain  with  Mann,  dying,  the 
other liot  knowing  his  name,  made  the  note 
hand  payable  to  Walpole  or  order,  for  the  u*s 
of  his  friend  ; that  the  note  was  endorsed  by 
himself  only  tor  form,  and  the  money  receded 
by  Mann  was  for  his  own  use  and  benefit,  a&i 
that  Walpole  had  not  the  least  interest  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  in  this  affair. 

44 1 have  been  thus  particular  in  stating  tie 
defence  of  Walpole,  because  it  gives  sum 
proofs  of  his  innocence,  and  was  never  fiur'y 
and  candidly  answered  ; because  some  of  twi 
very  persons  w ho  visited  him  in  prison,  and  ex 
only  defended  but  applauded  bis  conduct  in  tbs 
instance,  afterwards,  when  in  opposition,  re- 
proached him  with  the  commission  of  this  my 
crime,  of  which  they  had  publicly  and  formiif 
absolved  him;  and  because  some  late  wnifry 
of  different  principles,  have  stigmatised  b- 
memory,  without  having  sufficiently  exam 
bis  defence. 

11  This  imprisonment  has  been  called  tbe 
prelude  to  his  rise ; and  lord  Laosdowne,  *;  3 
was  afterwards  consigned  to  the  same  spa* 
incut,  wrote  these  lines  under  Walpole’s uac*, 
which  he  hud  left  on  the  window : 

4 Good  unexpected,  evil  unforeseen, 

4 Appear  by  turns,  as  fortune  shifts  the  seem 
4 Some  rais’d  aloft,  come  tumbling  down  atm  a 
4 A ud  fall  so  hard,  they  bound  and  rise  again- 

44  The  ministry  having  protracted  the  vesw* 
by  adjournment,  instead  of  ending  it  tv 
rogation,  inert  ly  to  detain  him  in  prison,  Wd- 
pole  was  not  released  until  the  8th  of  Jciv. 
From  that  period  till  the  dissolution, 
took  place  on  the  8th  of  August  4713,  be-os 
incapacitated  from  serving  his  party  in  U* 
House  of  Commons,  he  exerted  himscli  in 
mining  tiie  union  of  the  Whigs,  iu  cooctat 
the  leaders,  often  discordant  in  their  opin*** 
jealous  of  each  other,  or  lukewarm  ip  tit* 
conduct.  lie  was  a principal  director  of  the* 
counsels,  nnd  the  great  manager  of  ti»«r  de- 
liberations. The  magnanimity  and  cheerful- 
ness with  which  he  acted  and  suffered,  li- 
berality in  expending  large  sums  in  proenne; 
intelligence,  and  promoting  the  ProtrsUiU  Se- 
cession, the  hospitality  wit h which  he  entertain- 
ed his  political  associates,  endeared  him  tn 
party,  animated  their  counsels,  and  contributed 
fo  preserve  them  from  defection.  The  heavy 
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Spences  incurred  by  these  means,  injured  bis 
private  fortune,  and  involved  him  in  pecuniary 
embarrassments ; a circuinstauce  which  per- 
iaps  gave  rise  to,  or  at  least  sanctioned  the  re- 
jort,  afterwards  industriously  circulated  by 
^position,  of  his  being  a needy  adventurer, 
aLj  had  not  credit  enough  to  raise  100/.  on  his 
wo  security.  The  gratitude  he  afterwards 
ibplayed  to  those  persons  who  accommodated 
him  with  money  at  a considerable  risk,  does 
rumour  to  bis  character. 

“ During  this  period,  lie  ably  employed  his  pen 
in  the  service  of  his  party.  lie  assisted  Steele 
in  several  political  pamphlets ; and  published  an 
Answer  to  the  Vote  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
that  the  States  General  Imd  been  deficient  in 
their  proportion  of  troops,  and  that  the  queen 
had  paid  subsidies  to  the  amount  of  three  mil- 
lions of  crow-na  ubove  the  sum  stipulated. 

“ ills  zeal  and  exertions  were  so  conspicuous, 
dial  he  received  a flattering  testimony  of 
tsteein,  in  u.  visit  which  lie  paid  to  Godolpbin, 
while  confined  with  his  last  illness  at  St. 
Alban's,  in  the  house  of  ibe  duchess  of  Marl- 
bonugh.  The  dying  statesman  turning  to  the 
duchet-,  who  stood  by  bis  bedside,  said  to  her, 
‘If  )*«u  ever  forsake  that  young  man,  and  if 
* souls  are  permitted  to  return  from  the  grave 
‘ to  the  earth,  I will  appear  to  you  alia  re- 
4 protch  you  for  your  conduct.' 

“ The  dissolution  of  the  parliament  at  length 
Ukiug  place,  Walpole’s  incapacity  was  re- 
moved, and  he  was  again  chose u for  Lynn. 
'Vhde  the  elections  were  depending,  it  was  the 
opinion  of  Somers,  and  the  Wing  Lords,  that 
to  state  to  the  people,  in  a strong  and  perspicu- 
ous manner,  the  proceedings  of  the  late  parlia- 
ment, «ith  a view  to  exj-o-e  the  measures  of 
the  ministry,  and  to  guide  the  electors  iu  the 
choice  of  the  new  representatives,  would  be 
highly  advantageous  to  their  party.  As  no  oue 
*emed  better  calculated  for  this  office  than 
Walpole,  he  undertook  a pamphlet,  at  their  de- 
tire, ou  the  Thursday,  and  published  it  on  the 
Tuesday  following,  under  the  title  of,  A Short 
History  «f  the  Parliament,  with  the  motto ; 

‘ Vetialis  Populus,  venalis  Curia  Pat  rum.’ 

“ To  this  publication  is  prefixed,  a dedica- 
Uaaby  Pulteney,  then  his  coadjutor,  composed 
strain  of  irony  and  humour  peculiarly  his 
ow&»  and  in  which,  though  addressed  to  an 
^lonymnus  peer,  it  was  ensv  to  perceive  that 
therarl  ofOxfo  d was  the  olject  of  allusion. 

“ The  pamphlet  tends  to  prove,  that  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  parliament  had  been  directly 
contrary  to  the  honour  and  advantage  of  Eng- 
*n<i.  The  author  defends  the  measures  of  the 
late  administration  with  great  ability  ; and 
tfter  refuting  tbe  censures  passed  on  Klarlbo- 
rough  a-i,|  Townshend,  instances  his  own  case, 
^ describes  himself  as  shaiing  the  honour  ol 
■a  impeachment  with  those  illustrious  men. 
Jr*  tn'uwdversi.ins  ou  tbe  conduct  of  the  par- 
UUBtlit>  were  made  with  to  much  freedom  and 
aspctuy,  tiiat  ic  was  not  deemed  prudent  to  en- 
ll*«n  tq  n common  printer.  YValpole 
iln,*u>  at  a subsequent  period,  express  tbe 
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j apprehensions  of  the  danger  he  might  have  in* 
j curred, bad  the  author  been  discovered.  ‘There 

* is  a noble  lord  in  the  other  house,  who  can, 

1 if  he  pleases,  inform  gentlemen,  that  the  au- 
< thor  of  llmt  history  was  so  apprehensive  of 
‘ the  consequences  of  printing  it,  that  the  press 

* was  carried  to  his  house,  and  the  copies  print- 

* cd  there.'”* 

A Speech  made  against  Mr.  Walpole .]  In 
consequence  of  the  Resolutions,  (at  p.  1068.) 
Mr.  Walpole  surrendered  himself  next  morning 
prisoner  To  the  Tower;  and  a Speech  on  that  oc- 
cusiou,  was  » day  or  two  after  printed  as  follows : 

“ Sir,  I see  how  late  it  is,  mul  therefore  will^ 
take  up  but  little  of  your  time  in  supporting 
the  motion  llmt  is  made  you,  which  1 n ink  in 
just  ce  to  ourselves,  and  that  trust  the  country 
has  reposed  in  u«,  is  yet  uecessury  to  make  the  , 
proceedings  of  this  (lay  complete,  and  give 
that  satisfaction  to  the  nation,  which,  I am 
satisfied,  is  expected  from  us  iu  this  affair. 

“ Sir,  we  have  been  to-day,  and  are  yet  sit- 
ting iu  judgment  upon  no  less  a crime  than  no- 
torious corruption  in  the  executing  an  office  of 
trust;  which  is  certainly  a practice  not  only, 
the  most  vile  and  detestable  in  itself,  but  the 
most  pernicious,  and  (except  treason)  the  most 
destructive  to  every  constitution  or  govern- 
ment, wherever  it  prevails.  And  ns  the  crirna 
itself  is  of  the  worst  sort  that  can  be  iu  any  go- 
vernment, so  I cannot  help  observing  to  you, 
that,  in  the  instance  you  have  had  to-day  be- 
fore you,  there  are  some  circumstances  which 
make  this  the  worst  even  of  that  sort  of  any 
that  are  yet  uj»on  your  journals.  In  every 
other  instance  that  I can  Bud  there,  it  is  plain 
it  was  the  profit  that  tempted  and  prevailed 
upon  the  party  to  commit  the  crime  : hot  this 
gentleman,  if  we  would  believe  his  own,  and 
his  evidence's  confession,  has  done  it  only  to 
gratify  the  prodigality  of  his  humour,  and  give 
an  extraordinary  bounty  to  a creature  of  bis 
own.  Or  if  we  take  it  the  other  way  (which 
I own  is  my  belief)  that  the  profit  was 
to  himself  it  is  still  the  most  extraordi- 
nary case  that  appears  there:  for,  in  ail 
other  instances  of  fraud,  what  the  nation  lost 
the  party  got : hut  in  this,  for  every  hundred 
pounds  of  public  money,  which  he  was  to  get 
for  making  this  contract,  it  has  cost  the 
nation,  as  it  t-tnnds  computed  upon  your  report, 
very  near  a thousand.  So  tout  I leave  the 
fact,  which  being  of  tbe  worst  sort  (except 

* “ Walpole,”  says  Swift,  in  bis  Four  Last 
Years;  “ was  a person  much  caressed  by  the 
opposers  of  the  queen  and  ministry,  having 
been  first  drawn  into  their  party  by  his  indiffer- 
ence to  any  principles,  and  afterwards  kept 
steady  by  tbe  loss  of  his  place.  His  Isold,  for- 
ward countenance,  altogether®  stranger  to  that 
infirmity  which  makes  men  bashful,  joined  to  a 
readiness  of  speaking  in  public,  hath  justly  in- 
tided  him,  among  those  of  his  faction,  to  be  a 
sort  of  leader  of  I be  second  form.  The  reader 
must  excuse  me  for  being  so  particular  about 
one,  who  is  otherwise  altogether  obscure.’* 

3 Z 
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trenson)  that  can  ha;  and  this  instance,  with 
feeing  the  worst  of  that  sort  (except  what  Yet 
lies  upon  your  table)  that  has  ever  yet  ap- 
peared before  this  House. 

44  Sir,  I am  sorry  to  observe  both  from  this 
instance  that  has  been  proved  before  you  to- 
day, and  from  others  that  He  upon  your  table, 
besides  what  future  discoveries  we  may  reason- 
ably expect  from  the  industry  and  integrity, 
the  constancy  and  courage  of  those  gentlemen, 
you  have  so  happily  chose  to  be  your  Commis- 
sioners of  Accounts ; that  this  canker  lias  not 
only  taken  very  deep  root  among  some,  but  I 
believe  we  shall  find  it  bath  spread  itself  almost 
through  every  part  of  the  late  administration  ; 
therefore.  Sir,  1 hope  your  judgment  in  this 
case  will  be  such,  as  all  good  judgment  ought 
to  be,  wherein  the  punisning  of  the  offender, 
whether  it  be  more  or  less,  is  not  so  much  to 
be  regarded,  as  that  it  may  be  such,  as  may 
sufficiently  deter  others  from  daring  to  commit 
the  like  practices  hereafter. 

“ Sir,  you  have  already  sent  the  person  that 
you  have  found  guilty  of  this  foul  crime  to  the 
Tower,  and  some  gentlemen  say  (though  I can 
hardly  believe  them)  they  think  it  punishment 
sufficient : I am  so  fur  from  thinking  that  a pu- 
nishment adequate  to  the  crime,  that  I ain  afraid 
that  all  that  is  in  the  power  of  this  House  to  do, 
will  not  he  sufficient  to  put  the  inveterate  and 
radicated  mischief  from  amongst  us  ; and  as  I 
said  before,  it  is  the  remedying  of  the  evil,  not 
the  punishment  of  the  man,  which  we  ought 
chiefly  to  regard. — For  Sir,  it  is  very  plaiu 
from  the  many  instances  which  you  have  upon 
Our  journals,  that  abundantly  less  crimes  have 
ten  punished  both  by  imprisonment,  and 
what  you  are  now  moved  for,  expulsion  ; and 
et  the  united  force  of  these  punishments  (which 
think  is  the  most  this  House  can  do)  have 
been  so  fur  f»m  being  able  to  remedy  the  evil, 
that  it  has  increased  upon  us. — As  to  what  vnu 
have  already  done,  1 own,  Sir,  I think  confine- 
ment of  any  sort  very  grievous  to  a generous 
mind  : hut.  Sir,  there  are  confident  tempers  in 
the  world,  that  instead  of  standing  corrected, 
can  glory  in  their  punishments,  be  they  of 
what  sort  they  will.  We  all  know  an  instance, 
where  an  Hymn  has  been  made  even  to  the 
Pillory  itself,  by  the  wretch  that  was  just  come 
0t»t  of  it.  I hope  your  member  is  not  so  low  ns 
that  fellow;  but  give  me  leave  to  say,  I expect 
to  see  such  a parade  made,  and  such  a coun- 
tenance shewed  him  in  his  prison,  by  some 
sort  of  persons,  who  would  be  glad,  for  their 
own  sakes,  to  screen  the  foulness  of  the  crime, 
•s  well  as  the  person  convicted  of  it,  that  I nm 
•fraid  that  part  of  your  judgment  will  not  sit 
to  heavy  upon  him  ns  it  oueht  to  do.  Your 
worthy  member  sir  Peter  King  says,  he  as 
much  deserves  to  be  hanged  ns  these  two  pu- 
nishments ; I do  not  much  differ  from  that 
worthy  gentleman  ; for  I think  n man  that  is 
in  posts  of  near  five  thousand  pounds  a year, 
•nd  cannot  be  content  with  that,  but  must 
cOmmii  such  practices  as  these  are,  deserves 
little  less;  but  I am  sensible  how  lata  it  is, 
therefore, 


Message  from  the  Queen  relating  to  the 
new  Church et.]  Mr.  Secrturv  St.  John  de. 
livered  to  the  Commons  the  following  Memp 
from  her  majesty: 

“ A it  ac  R. 

44  Her  majesty  thinks  fit  to  inform  the  How, 
that  in  pursuance  of  an  Act,  entitled,  * An  Act 
4 for  granting  to  her  majesty  several  duties  M 
4 coals, for  building  50  new  Churches  in  andst-xt 
1 the  cities  of  London  and  Westminster,  and  is* 

* burbs  thereof,  and  other  purposes  therein  mm- 
4 tinned,1  she  issued  out  her  commission  under 
the  great  seal  of  Great  Britain,  aui  homing  sm* 
ral  persons  to  execute  the  powers  therein  men- 
tioned ; that  her  majesty  finding,  hv  the  report  of 
the  commissioners,  i hat  they  have  not  been  able, 
within  the  time  limited,  fully  to  answer  the 
purposes  of  the  said  commission,  earnestly  re* 
commends  to  her  parliament,  that  the  time 
may  be  enlarged  for  effecting  this  work,  tod 
such  farther  powers  may  be  given,  as  shall  ip* 
pear  necessary  to  render  her  majesty's  pious  i> 
tentions  more  effectual.” 

A Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  thertupo*.] 
Hereupon,  a Bill  was  ordered  to  be  brought 
in,  1 For  enlarging  the  time  given  to  the  Com* 

* missioners  appointed  by  her  majesty,  por* 

* suant  to  an  Act,*  entitled,  * An  Act  for  grant* 
4 ing  to  her  majesty,  several  duties  on  coal*, 
4 for  building  50  new-  Clmrclies  in,  and  about 
4 the  cities  of  London  and  Westminster,  and 
4 suburbs  thereof,  and  other  purposes  therein 
4 mentioned  : and  also  for  giving  tne  said  can* 
4 missioners  farther  powers  for  better  effecting 
4 the  purposes  in  the  said  Act  mentioned.’ 

Proceedings  of  tiie  Coariioss  AGiistf 
the  Duke  of  Marlborough.]  Jan.  24.  Tb* 
Commons,  in  a full  House,  proceeded  to  tike 
into  consideration  the  Report  of  the  Coo®** 
sioners  of the  Public  Accounts,  and  th?t  part'- 
the  said  Report,  relating  to  the  duke  ofMsAh®* 
rough,  • (see  p.  1049.)  which  was  not  perusedtk* 
Thursday  before,  was  now  read,  as  a ere  sl» 
the  Minutes  of  Mr.  CardonneU's  Deposit!"3* 
about  Allowances  by  the  contractor*  kr 

• 41  Jan.  23.  I dined  again  to-day 
the  Secretary  ; but  could  not  dispatch  soot 
business  I had  with  him,  he  has  so  roocb  be- 
sides upon  his  hands  at  this  juncture; 
preparing  ngainst  the  great  business  to-tnoiro*. 
which  we  are  all  t»>p  full  of.  The  muu^^ 
design  is,  that  the  duke  of  Marlborougl 
be  censured  as  gently  as  possible,  provided  fc« 
friends  will  not  make  bead  to  defend  him:  to* 
if  they  do,  it  may  end  in  some  severer  vote* 
A gentleman  who  was  just  now  with 
me  he  is  much  cast  down,  and  fallen  s*a.T, 
but  he  is  positive,  if  he  has  but  ten  friend-*® 
the  House,  that  they  shall  defend  him  to  the 
utmost,  and  endeavour  to  prevent  the 
censure  upon  Imu;  which  I think  cannot 
since  the  bribery  is  manifest : Sir  Solo®0*1 
Medina  paid  him  6,000/.  a year  to  bur*  d* 
employment  of  providing  bread  forthearfflTi 
and  the  duke  owns  it  in  his  letter  to  the  Co®* 
missioners  of  Accounts.”  SwilVs  Journal. 
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•read  and  Bread-waggons,  taken  and  produced 
j the  Commissioner!  of  Accounts ; and  the 
rausJations  of  the  Certificates  of  two  persons 
ejrood  sea,  the  one  of  Jacob  de  Mcrchado,  the 
• her  of  Don  Alanuel  Cardosa,  relating  to  the 
aid  allowances.  Upon  the  reading  of  those 
apers  there  arose  a warm  debate,  that  lasted 
om  3 in  the  afternoon,  till  near  half  an  hour 
ast  11  at  ni^lit,  and  iu  which  many  speeches 
>ere  made  lor  and  against  his  grace.  Sir 
ohn  Germain  was  also  called  in,  aud,  being 
tamined  at  the  bar,  said,  in  hit  grace’s  be- 
lolf,  That  the  Allowances  given  to  his  grace 
of  the  Contractors  for  Bread  and  Bread- 
vaggons,  were  customary  perquisites  of  the 
•omtuandcr  in  chief  in  Handers;  aud  ns  such 
ormerly  allowed  to  prince  Waldeck,  under 
vhom  sir  John  Germain  had  served. 

Rctoluiumt  a gam  it  kit  Grace.]  But  never- 
theless it  was  resolved,  by  a majority  of  265  to 
155 ; 1.  “ That  the  takiug  several  sums  of  mo- 
ney annually,  by  the  duke  of  Marlborough, 
from  the  Contractors  for  furnishing  the  Bread 
and  Bread- Waggons  for  the  army  in  the  Low- 
countries,  was  unwarrantable  and  illegal.” 

A motion  being  made,  and  the  question  put. 
That  the  House  do  adjourn,  it  passed  in  the 
negative ; After  which  it  was  also  resolved,  by 
» great  majority,  11  That  the  two  and  nn  half 
per  cent,  deducted  from  the  foreign  Troops  in 
her  majesty’s  pay,  is  public  money,  and  ought 
to  be  accounted  lor."  And,  That  the  said  Re- 
solutions be  laid  before  her  majesty  by  the 
whole  House*. 

Accordingly,  on  the  26th,  the  House  with 
their  Speaker,  laid  the  said  Resolutions  before 
the  queen : who  thereupon  was  pleased  to 
make  this  Answer: 

“ i have  a great  regard  for  whatever  is  re- 
presented to  me  by  ray  Commons;  and  will  do 
my  pan  to  redress  what  you  complaiu  of." 

“ It  is  observable,”  says  Tindsl,  “ that 
though  some  of  the  foreign  princes,  who  had 
troups  in  the  queen’s  pay,  did  some  time  after 
order  their  ministers  in  London  to  represent, 
1 that  the  two  and  a half  per  cent,  was  their  own 
‘ money,  but  they  were  willing  to  allow  it  as  a 

* “ It  was  observed,  ns  very  commendable 
sad  becoming  the  diguity  of  such  an  assembly, 
that  this  debate  was  managed  with  great  tem- 
per, and  with  few  personal  reflections  upon  the 
duke  of  Marlborough.  They  seemed  only  de- 
sirous to  come  at  the  truth,  without  which  they 
could  not  answer  the  trust  reposed  in  them  by 
liose  whom  they  represented,  nod  left  the  rest 
•o  her  majesty's  prudence.  The  Attorney-ge- 
neral was  ordered  to  commence  an  action 
sgamst  the  duke  for  the  subtracted  money, 
which  would  have  amounted  to  a great  sum, 
enough  to  ruin  any  private  person,  except 
himself.  This  process  is  still  depending,  al- 
though  very  moderately  pursued,  either  bv  the 
queen’s  indulgence  to  oue  whom  she  had  for- 
merly so  much  trusted,  or  perhaps  to  be  revived 
duckened,  according  to  the  future  demeanor 
“*  defendant”  Swift’s  Four  Last  Years. 


* free  gift  to  the  duke  of  Ormond,  os  they  had 
‘ done  to  the  duke  of  Marlborough  ;’  which 
representation  seemed  to  be  a full  justification 
of  the  latter.  The  Queen  however  was  pre- 
vailed upon  to  send  an  order  to  the  attorney- 
general  to  prosecute  the  duke  fur  the  15,000 /. 
which  was  deducted  yearly  out  of  tlie  pay  of 
the  foreign  troops,  for  the  receiving  w hereof  ha 
had  her  own  warrant.  The  court  espoused 
these  Resolutions  Of  the  Commons  with  great 
zeal,  and  paid  well  fur  the  great  majority  by 
which  they  were  carried.  Upon  ibis  many 
virulent  writers  (whether  set  un  to  it,  or  offici- 
ously studying  to  merit  by  it,  did  not  appear) 
threw  out  in  many  defamatory  libels,*  a great 
deal  of  malice  against  tlie  duke  of  Marlborough: 
they  compared  him  to  Colaliiie,  to  Crassus,  to 
Antony;  and  studied  to  represent  him  as  a 
robber  of  the  nation,  and  as  a public  enemy. 
This  gave  indignation  to  all  who  had  a sense  of 
gratitude,  or  a regard  to  justice. — Secret  inqui- 
ries were  made,  in  order  to  the  laying  more 
load  ou  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  and  to  see 
whether  posts  in  the  army  or  in  the  guards, 
were  sold  by  him  ; but  nothing  could  he  found. 
He  had  suffered  a Practice  to  go  on  that  had 
been  begun  in  the  late  king’s  time,  of  letting 
officers  sell  their  commissions ; but  he  had 
never  taken  any  part  of  the  price  to  himself. 
Few  thought  that  he  had  been  so  clear  in  that 
matter  ; for  it  was  the  only  thing  in  which  now 
his  enemies  were  confident  that  some  disco- 
veries would  liave  been  made  to  his  prejudices 

* “Among  the  libels  against  the  duke  was 
published  by  either  Prior  or  Swift,  ‘ A fable  of 
the  Widow  and  her  Cat,’  the  last  stanza  of 
which  is  as  follows  : 

“ So  flagrant  is  thy  insolence, 

So  vile  thy  breach  of  trust  is, 

That  longer  with  thee  to  dispense, 

Were  went  of  power  or  want  of  sense  t 
Here,  Towzer, — Do  him  justice.” 

“It  is  no  wonder  the  duke  of  MaHboroug)i 
was  thus  used,  since  the  earl  of  Nottingham 
himself  did  not  escape  for  opposing  the  nego- 
ciatioos  of  peace.  It  was  not  only  said,  that  he 
did  so  because  he  was  refused  the  privy-seal, 
but  the  following  advertisement  was  inserted  ia 
the  Post-Boy,  of  December  6,  viz.  * Whereas 
‘ a very  tall,  thin,  swarthy-complectioned  man, 

‘ between  sixty  and  seventy  years  of  age,  wearing 
1 a brown  coat,  with  little  sleeves  and  long 
' pockets,  has  lately  withdrawn  himself  from  his 
‘ friends,  being  seduced  by  wicked  persons  to 
‘ follow  ill  courses : these  are  to  give  notice, 

‘ that  whoever  shall  discover  him  shall  have 
‘ 10«.  reward ; or,  if  he  will  voluntarily  return, 

‘ he  shall  be  kindly  received  by  his  friends,  who 
‘ will  not  reproach  him  for  past  follies,  provided 
‘ he  give  good  assurances,  that,  for  the  future 

* lie  will  firmly  adhere  to  the  church  of  England 
‘ in  which  he  was  to  carefully  educated  by 
‘ his  honest  parents.’  There  were  also  lam- 
poons, and  other  libels,  both  in  verse  and  prosej 
published  against  the  same  peer.”  TutdaL 
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so  that  tlie  endeavours  used  to  search  into 
those  matters,  producing  nothing,  raised  the 
reputation  of  his  incorrupt  administration, 
more  than  all  his  well-wishers  could  have  ex- 
pected. In  this  whole  transaction  was  seen  a 
new  scene  of  ingratitude,  acted  in  a most  im- 
prudent manner ; when  the  man,  to  whom  the 
nation  owed  more  than  it  bad ever  done,  in  any 
age,  to  any  subject,  or  perhaps  to  any  person 
whatever,  was,  for  some  months,  pursued  with 
so  much  malice.  He  bore  all  with  silence  and 
patience,  appearing  always  calm  and  chcarful  ; 
and  '.hough  he  prepared  a full  Vindication  of 
himself,  yet  he  de  layed  publishing  it,  till  the 
nation  should  return  to  its  senses  and  be 
capable  of  examining  those  matters  in  a more 
impartial  manner/'  The  following  is  a copy  of 
the  said  Vindication: 

The  Duke  op  Marlborough's  Case  and 
Vindication  op  himself. 

The  following  Case  was  designed  by  the  Duke 
of  Marlborough  to  be  presented  to  the 
Honourable  liou-*e  of  Commons,  in  Yindi* 
cation  of  himself  from  the  Charge  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Accounts,  in  relation  to 
the  two  and  a half  per  cent,  for  Bread  and 
Bread-waggons : 

il  When  I first  heard  of  the  proceedings 
before  the  Commissioners  for  taking  the  Public 
Accounts,  I whs  abroad,  and  in  the  queen's 
service  ; and  though  the  account  I gave  you  by 
letter,  whs  not,  in  their  opinions,  so  full,  but , 
they  have  thought  themselves  obliged,  notwith- 
standing that,  to  lay  the  matter  before  you,  1 
think  myself  however  bound  to  own  thejustice 
they  have  been  pleased  to  do  ine,  in  reporting 
that  letter  also,  together  with  her  majesty's 
letter. 

u I am  sensible  the  nature  of  the  service  to 
which  the  report  relates,  might  occasion  many 
mistakes,  without  any  imputation  to  the  gen- 
tlemen concerned  in  that  commission,  and  I 
sun  sure  that  those  gentlemen,  every  one  of 
them,  and  every  other  gentleman  here,  will  be 
glad  to  find  himself  convinced,  that  as  I have, 
jn  some  measure,  deserved  the  good  opiuion 
of  my  countrymen  on  former  occasions,  so 
nothing  will  appear  in  this,  which  can  draw 
upon  me  the  blame  of  this  House. 

“ The  first  Article  in  the  Report  is  founded 
upon  the  deposition  of  sir  Solomon  de  Medina, 
by  which  you  are  informed  of  a yearly  sum 
paid  by  hitn  and  his  predecessor,  conti  actors 
for  Bread  and  Bread-waggons,  to  myself. 
This  payment,  in  my  letter,  L have  called  a 
perquisite  of  the  general  or  commander  in 
chief  in  the  Low  Countries ; and  it  has  been 
coustnntly  applied  to  one  of  the  most  import- 
ant parts  of  the  service  there,  I mean  the  pro- 
curing intelligence,  and  other  secret  service. 

u The  commissioners  are  pleased  to  observe, 
that  these  Bums  cannot  be  esteemed  legal  per- 
quisites, because  they  do  not  find  them  claimed 
or  received  by  any  other  English  general  in  the 
I/»v  Couutnes.  But  I mast  tak«  leave  to 


affirm  to  this  house,  that  this  perquisite  or  pay 
merit  has  been  allowed  to  the  general  or  ceo- 
mantler  in  chief,  in  the  Low  Countries,  l»ti 
before  and  ever  since  the  Revolution,  to  ear- 
ble  him  to  carry  on  such  secret  services.  Tk 
like  allowance  was  made  to  prince  Wtidtrt, 
whilst  he  was  general  of  the  Dutch  anoj  is 
Flanders;  it  was  made  during  the  last  mitt 
well  as  this ; and  for  your  further  satisfaction 
in  this  matter,  I ant  content  to  refer  ajsdfb 
sir  Solomon  dc  Medina,  who  cannot  but  on, 
that  when  he  made  this  allowance,  bekntvn 
to  be  the  constant  practice  during  the  tonwr 
wars  in  the  Low  Countries,  and  particnlub 
when  prince  W aided  cotmnauded  there.  Aid 
if  it  be  a circumstance  worth  your  notice,  It 
must  infunii  you  also,  that  the  allow inev  e: 
waggons,  which  the  Report  takes  notice  of,  it 
usual  likewise;  that  he  has  allowed  (hr hie, 
or  near  the  like  number,  to  count  Tills,  though 
he  was  not  velt-rnarachal,  and  that  there  is  1 
proportionable  allowance  of  the  same  kind  n 
other  officers.  The  Report  oany  have  observed 
very  rightly,  that,  by  the  strictest  inquiry  the 
commissioners  could  make,  they  cannot  t« 
that  arty  English  general  ever  received  tin 
perquisite.  But  i presume  to  say,  the  reaw 
is,  that  there  was  never  nny  other  Engl* 
general  besides  myself,  who  was  commander  is 
chief  in  the  Low  Countries.  I crave  lent 
then  to  say,  that  this  observation  in  the  Report, 
was  occasioned  tl. rough  the  want  of  due  infor- 
mation in  the  usage  of  the  army.  In  receives 
this  as  an  established  and  known  perqusitt,  i 
have  followed  aud  kept  up  that  usage  abtti  1 
found  in  the  army,  when  I first  entered  opw 
that  service ; and  upon  this  ground  aloue,  ‘ 
hope  that  this  Home  will  not  tluuk  (lint  I •» 
unwarranted  in  taking  it. 

“ But  that  no  doubt  mny  remain  witb  J«*t 
I will  state,  as  well  as  l can,  what  I bm 
learnt,  and  during  that  time  I have  been  » 
the  service,  has  been  always  understood  to  be 
the  ground,  ns  well  as  the  design  of  this  allow 
ance.  The  contracts  of  bread  being  of  neces- 
sity at  the  same  rates  for  the  whole  armv,  sod 
it  being  for  the  security  of  tire  service,  tkase 
contracts  should  he  in  the  fewest  hands,  il* 
certain  gain  upon  so  large  a stmt  as  a coni'*1 
for  the  w hole,  or  great  part  of  the  army,  e*« 
at  the  lowest  prices,  makes  this  yearly  aik>*- 
ance  to  have  been  thought  not  unreasoasbk 
from  the  contractor.  Thia  being  an  allotrawr 
generally  arising  from  tlie  contracts  wj 
concern  a variety  of  troops,  tinder  tfc 
same  general,  must  naturally  fall  tinder  tbe 
direction,  aud  come  into  tlie  hands  of  the  t"1®' 
i minder  in  chief,  as  an  allovtrauce  to  en*1* 
him  tit  carry  on  such  designs  as  could  w*1* 
foreseen,  but  yet  ntcessary  to  be poi  "[  fI® 
cation,  and  which  chiefly  depend  upon  nd®" 
ligence. 

“ I thought  it  more  needful  to  give  /*»  '“* 
account  of  the  nature  and  design  of  this  «l«j*' 
ance,  because  I observe  from  the  Repodi 
the  objection  is  to  the  justice  and  reasoni!*® 
ness  of  the  perquisite  itseit,  without  bat®* 
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egard  to  the  application  Or  use  for  which  it  is 
at  ended. 

“ But  the  commissioners  apprehend  this  not 
o be  a justifiable  perquisite,  because  they  say, 
lie  public,  or  the  troops,  necessarily  suffer  in 
i ro portion  to  every  such  perquisite. — If  these 
li-crratinns  were  well  grounded,  I should  think 
hem  good  rensons  to  put  an  end  to  the  ullow- 
nce,  and  at  the  same  time  to  blame  those  who 
irst  introduced  it:  hqt  f take  upon  me  to 
iliirm,  that  this  mat  her  is,  nor  can  lie  the  case, 
have  never  heard  n complaint,  either  of  pub- 
ic or  particular  injury  from  this  allowance; 
lor  does  the  Report  assign  any  particular  where- 
a it  may  br  judged  to  lie  so. 

“ This  allowance  to  the  general,  can  have 
10  influence  upon  the  contract  itself,  which  is 
icmally  made  and  signed  at  the  Treasury,  and 
he  price  regulated  by  what  the  States  hare 
tgreed  to  pay  for  the  bread  for  their  forces.  I 
ippeal  to  all  the  officers  who  have  served  with 
me  in  Flanders,  whether  the  forces  in  her  mn- 
itsty’s  pay  have  not  all  along  had  ns  much,  and 
as  good  bread  as  those  of  the  States,  and  at 
the  same  prices ; which  every  body  will  be- 
lieve to  be  the  lowest,  that  considers  the  frugal 
(economy  of  the  States,  and  the  small  pay  of 
their  troops  ? And  therefore,  l nmy  safely  con- 
clude, that  if  the  English  have  had  their  bread 
as  clieap  as  the  Dutch,  they  have  had  it  ns 
cheap  as  was  possible.  Nor  indeed  can  it  be 
imagined  to  be  otherwise  ; for  the  very  sup- 
ination of  two  different  prices,  paid  by  diffe- 
rent troops  in  the  same  army,  for  the  same 
quantity  of  bread,  would  occasion  a mutiny.— 
Hut  this  whole  affair  has  been  So  regulated,  and 
there  has  been  so  little  occasion  for  complaint, 
that  it  is  well  known  onr  army  in  Flanders  lias 
)>een  duty  supplied  w ith  bread  during  the  whole 
war,  anil  lias  received  it  with  an  exactness  that 
“ill  be  hardly  thought  consistent  with  the  se- 
crecy, and  suddenness  of  some  of  the  motions 
that  have  been  made. 

“ The  Report  farthet  says,  tlrat  the  general 
it  the  sole  check  on  the  contractor ; and  he  is 
ta  take  care  of  the  performance  of  the  con- 
tract, and  to  judge  of  all  deductions  to  he  made 
ft  un, and  allowances  to  the  contractor.  And 
Iraut  these  suggestions  it  infers,  that,  under 
'hew  circumstances,  it  is  a breach  of  trust  in 
bun  to  receive  the  perquisite. — This  observa- 
tion amounts  to  no  more  than  suggesting  a 
possibility  of  inconveniencies  troin  an  ancient 
nsage  in  the  army.  And  if  by  calling  the 
general  the  sole  check  upon  the  contractor,  it 
meant,  that  he  is  the  person  who  is  to  receive 
complaints  concerning  the  execution  of  the 
contract,  (and  so  far  only  istroe,)  I affirm,  that 
open  all  complaints  l have  given  full  redress  ; 
either  by  ordering  other  bread,  or  the  value 
■o  money,  at  the  choice  of  the  troops  : For 
'be  truth  of  which,  I appeal  to  the  officers  of 
she  army.  And  as  to  the  general  being  to 
judge  of  all  deductions  to  be  made  from,  and 
allowances  to  tlie  contractor,  I am  entirely  a 
stranger  to  any  such  deductions  and  allowances, 
Q‘  which  the  general  is  supposed  to  be  tbe  j udge. 


“ One  circumstance  remains  upon  this  arti- 
cle, which  I barely  touch  upon,  to  remove  a 
prejudice  raised  by  the  Report, from  the  caution 
and  secrecy  with  which  it  is  said  the  money  has 
been  received.  This  is  supported  only  by  an 
allegation,  that  my  secretary  Mr.  CardoaueU, 
hail  declared  upon  oath,  that  he  never  heard  or 
knew  of  any  such  perquisite,  until  lately ; 
which  it  is  supposed  lie  ought  to  have  done  as 
auditor  of  tbe  bread  account.  But  1 take  leave 
to  say,  1st,  That  he  never  was  auditor  of  the 
bread  account,  nor  has  any  thing  to  do  with  it. 
2dly,  Though  it  is  said  in  the  Report,  that  he 
declared  upon  oath,  yet  1 cannot  obtain  or 
hear  of  any  such  deposition  ; nor  is  it  possible 
lie  could  declare  so.  In  this  part  of  the  Re- 
port, there  must  have  h-ippeord  some  mis- 
take. For  I presume  Mr.  Cardounell,  who  is  a 
member  of  this  House,  cannot  hut  declare 
that  he  knows  of  this  perquisite  ; though  he 
might  be  ignorant  of  the  same,  till  notice  came 
to  the  ctuup  of  wlmt  sir  Solomon  tie  Medina 
had  sworn. 

“ As  to  tbe  1 per  cent,  said  to  he  allowed  to 
Mr  Sweet  for  prompt  payment,  I do  aver  that 
I knew  nothing  of  it.  And  though  sir  Solomon 
de  Medina  has  often  complained  to  me  of  Mr. 
Sweet’s  payments  not  being  regular,  1 do  not 
remember  he  ever  mentioned  the  1 per  cent. 

“ Now,  as  to  ihe  second  Article  in  the  Re- 
port, allow  me  to  observe  to  you,  that  it  has 
arisen  only  from  the  information  I myself  guve 
the  commissioners  by  my  letter  to  them:  'This 
matter  having  relation  to  that  part  of  tbe  ser- 
vice to  which  the  sums  in  the  former  article 
hare  been  applied  ; that  the  Commissioners 
might  have  a true  state  of  it,  I chose  to  insert  a 
short  Account  of  it  iu  my  letter  to  them,  if 
I did  this  voluntarily,  out  of  du<y  to  tbe  public, 
I hope  I shall  he  thought  to  have  given  you  in- 
formation upon  a certain  belief,  and  1 was  al- 
together blameless  in  tbe  part  l have  had  in  it. 
— It  will  be  necessary  that  I trouble  the  House 
with  an  Account  of  tlie  time  and  occasion 
whence  this  payment  of  per  cent,  by  the 
foreign  troops,  commence.i. — During  the  last 
war,  the  allowances  by  parliament  for  tbe  con- 
tingencies, of  the  army,  of  which  that  of 
secret  service  is  th*  principal,  was,  50,000 /. 
per  nnn.  But  this  allowance  fell  so  far  short  of 
the  expence  on  that  head,  that  upou  the  pros- 
pect of  this  war’s  hreaking  out,  the  late  king 
assured  him,  that  this  last  part  of  the  service 
never  cost  him  less  than  70,000/  per  ann. 
However,  the  allowance  of  pailiament  for  the 
whole  contingent  service,  during  this  war,  hat 
been  but  10,000/.  per  annum,  3,000/.  of  which, 
or  thereabouts,  has  generally  gone  for  other 
contingencies,  than  that  of  intelligence.  The 
Inte  king,  being  unwilling  to  come  to  parlia- 
ment for  more  money,  on  that  head  of  the  ser- 
vice, proposed  this  allowance  from  the  foreign 
troops,  as  an  expedient  to  assist  that  part  of 
tlie  -ervice,  and  commanded  me  to  make  tha 
proposition  to  them  ; which  1 did  accordingly, 
and  it  was  readily  consented  to.  By  this 
means  a new  fund  of  n bout  15,000/.  per  aomim 
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wa«  provided  for  carrying  on  ihe  secret  service, 
without  any  expence  to  the  public,  or  grievance 
to  the  troops  from  or  horn  the  allowance  was 
made ; for,  when  the  public  pays,  those  troops 
are  not  at  all  atfected,  or  one  farthing  increas- 
ed, in  consideration  of  this  deduction;  nor  is 
there  in  any  conventions  for  them  any  weight 
.laid  upon  it;  the  hire  of  foreign  troops  being 
governed  by  settled  rules  and  treaties,  and  the 
conventions  of  the  States  for  them,  being  in 
the  same  terms. 

“ This  expedient  being  formed  in  the  manner 
I have  shewn,  her  majesty  was  pleased  to  ap- 
prove it  by  her  warrant,  which  being  under- 
stood as  a confirmation  nr  an  agreement  with 
the  foreign  troops,  not  negocisted  by,  and,  by 
consequence,  not  within  the  care  or  busiuess 
of  the  treasury,  was  counter-signed  by  the  se- 
cretary of  state  whose  province  it  belunged  to, 
as  the  only  proper  officer. 

“ TM  true  design  of  this  deduction  being  to 
supply  the  secret  service,  gentlemen,  I hope 
you  will  observe,  that  this,  together  with  the 
sum  on  the  former  article  of  the  allowance  by 
parliament,  when  put  together,  doth  fall  short 
of  the  allowance  given  hy  parliament  in  the 
last  war  upon  this  head. 

“ I cannot  suppose  that  I need  to  say  how 
essential  a part  of  the  service  this  is,  that  no 
- war  can  he  conducted  successfully,  without 
early  and  good  intelligence,  and  that  such  ad- 
vices cannot  be  had  hut  at  a very  great  cx- 
ence.  Nobody  can  be  ignorant  of  this,  that 
uows  any  thing  of  secret  correspondence,  or 
considers  the  numbers  of  persons  that  must  be 
employed  in  it,  the  great  hazard  they  undergo, 
the  variety  of  places  in  which  the  correspon- 
dence must  be  kept,  and  the  constant  necessity 
there  it  of  supporting  and  feeding  this  service ; 
not  to  mention  some  extraordinary  expeocex 
of  a higher  nature,  wbicb  ought  only  to  be 
hinted  at.  And  I affirm,  that  whatever  sums 
have  been  received  on  this  account,  have  been 
constantly  employed  in  procuring  intelligence, 
in  keeping  correspondence,  and  other  secret 
service.  If  any  gentleman  should  doubt  this, 
and  imagine  that  this  expence  could  have  been 
supported  by  the  10,000 1.  per  annum,  I de- 
sire them  to  consider,  that  tho  present  war  in 
Flanders,  from  the  beginning  of  it,  has  been  an 
offensive  war  ; the  campaigns  early  and  long, 
the  variety  of  actions  have  been  very  great, 
wherein  so  many  battles  have  been  fought, 
lines  forced,  and  so  many  strong  towns  taken, 
with  trenches  opened  ; but  yet,  during  the  last 
war,  which  was  of  another  kind,  if  regard  be 
had  only  to  what  was  allowed  by  the  public, 
it  is  certain,  that  the  charge  on  this  hend,  in 
three  campaigns  of  that  war,  came  to  at  least 
as  much  ns  all  the  ten  campaigns  of  this.  And 
though  the  merit  of  our  successes  should  be 
least  of  all  attributed  to  the  general,  the  many 
successful  actions,  such  as  have  surpassed  our 
own  hopes,  or  the  apprehensions  of  the  enemy, 
in  this  present  war  in  Flanders,  to  which,  our 
constant  good  intelligence  has  greatly  contri- 
buted, must  convince  every  gentleman,  that 


-The  Duke  qf  Marlborough's  Case,  (108* 

such  advices  have  Izeen  obtained,  and  c«ok- 
quently  tiiat  this  money  lias  been  rightly  ap- 
plied. 

" Having  given  this  full  and  faithful  account 
of  the  rise  and  use  of  this  deduction,  it  mss, 
I flatter  myself,  appear  to  every  Imdy  that  linn 
me,  to  have  been  a real  service,  a*  wdl  as  tar- 
ing of  money  to  the  public.  And  tbotgb io- 
uour  is  due  to  tbe  memory  of  the  late  king, 
who  formed  this  expedient,  and  to  her  ma- 
jesty, who  approved  it,  by  her  warrant,  1 
cannot,  upon  this  ground,  apprehend  an;  im- 
putation to  myself,  who  have  portued  this,  » 
much  to  the  advantage  of  my  country. 

“ Before  I take  notice  of  the  remarks  made 
by  the  Cowmissinuere  upon  Una  part  of  the 
letter,  I make  one  general  ohseriatioo  upoa 
the  nature  of  this  deduction,  which  those  gen- 
tlemen, throughout  their  Report,  call  pntk 
money,  and  to  he  accounted  for  in  the  sow 
manner  that  other  public  money  is  usual;  ac- 
counted for.  But  tbe  notion,  I apprehend,  a 
wholly  misapplied,  ai  will  appear  bj  shortly 
slating  the  fact  itself.  By  the  treaties  with  the 
foreign  princes  for  the  hire  of  tberr  troops,  the 
whole  subsidies  stipulated  for,  are  due,  ard 
the  receipt  is  by  them  given  for  the  wtok 
money,  which  is  a sufficient  vouclicr  to  dis- 
charge the  pay-master  in  tbe  Exchequer,  and 
rhereby  the  account,  as  to  tbe  public.  Thu 
deduction  so  made,  does  not  properly  user 
out  of  the  Exchequer,  but  of  the  mone;  <d 
the  foreign  troops,  for  their  proportion  id  tie 
contingencies  : and  therefore  I still  apprehend, 
I speak  properly  wlien  in  my  letter  1 athns, 
that  this  two  und  a half  per  cent,  dues  not  be- 
long to  the  public  accounts.  But  as  this  de 
duction  arises  from  the  agreement  set  on  fit* 
by  his  late  majesty,  and  confirmed  by  her  ma- 
jesty, ns  it  comes  inhere  as  a proportion  of 
the  expcnce,  which  ought  to  fall  upon  the  to- 
reign  troops,  and  being  applied  to  a part  ol  tlx 
public  service,  gentlemen  may,  if  they  thud 
fit,  in  this  sense,  call  it  public  money,  to  he  ac- 
counted fur,  in  such  a manner  as  tlie  nature 
the  sense  admits,  ami  as  the  public  allowance 
to  (lie  same  service  is  accounted  for. 

“ Having  thus  explained  this  matter  to 
I beg  the  patience  of  tbe  House  to  go  on.  wd 
consider  the  particular  remarks  thatbare  bees 
made  upon  it. 

“ First,  It  lias  been  objected  that  her  ma- 
jesty's warrant  has  been  kept  dormant  for  si** 
ears,  and  the  deduction  concealed  from  the 
nowledge  of  the  parliament ; but  surely  tin 
warrant  cannot  he  said  to  have  been  Iff1 
dormant,  that  has  been  lodged  in  the  handi 
of  the  pay-master  general’s  deputy  in  Holland, 
which  was  delivered  to  me  out  of  the 
of  the  secretary  of  state,  signed  hy  bet  ma- 
jesty, and  pounter-signed  by  him  os  all  vac- 
rants  are,  and  which  could  not  possibly  I* 
concealed  from  the  commanders  of  so 
foreign  troops,  nor  indeed  from  tbe  troops  them- 
selves, which  consist  of  so  many  thousand  uacs, 
without  whose  knowledge  the  deduction  toui“ 
not  have  been  made ; and  who,  if  it  bad  bee* 
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a the  least  ur.eaty  to  them,  would  no  doubt 
beve  complained.  In  what  sense  can  this  he 
railed  a dormant  warrant,  which,  from  the  time 
t was  signed,  bad  been  in  the  hands  of  the 
irnper officer,  and  constantly  and  publicly  putin 
necution?  The  Report  adds,  that  the  deduct. Oil 
aas  (e'en  concealed  from  the  parliament:  for 
• inch  it  is  said,  I have  not  assigned  sufficient  rea- 
son; but  ns  there  lias  been  no  concealment, 
iliere  could  be  no  need  of  assigning  reasons  for 
t;  much  less  was  it  necessary  to  lay  accounts  of 
he  money  before  the  parliament,  it  being  no 
sort  of  the  estimate  for  the  sendee,  nor  of  any 
-.tiuence  on  tlic  money  to  be  given  by  pnrliu- 
aeut:  For  the  subsidies  to  the  foreign  troops 
or  governed  by  previous  treaties,  and  there- 
bre  must  have  continued  the  same  though  this 
feifuctinn  had  nevrr  been  made : Besides,  that 
he  Escher|uer  is  discharged  ef  this  money,  on 
he  receipt  from  the  foreign  troops  for  the  com- 
pete subsidy.  I have  said  in  my  letter,  that 
nit  being  a free  gift  of  the  foreign  troops  does 
an  properly  relate  to  the  public  accounts; 
Upon  which  the  Commissioners  observe,  that 
this  is  inconsistent  not  only  with  tile  words  of 
he  warrant  which  supposes  an  agreement,  but 
»ith  that  part  of  my  letter  which  takes  notice 
>f  this  sl  ippage,  to  be  stipulated  for  by  me  ns 
imbassador ; and  from  thence  tlie  Iteport  con- 
cludes, that  this  money  is  to  be  accounted  for, 
« odier  public  money  is:  But  this  observation 
I take  to  be  grounded  upon  the  mistaken  notion 
»f  public  money,  which,  as  lias  lieeo  already 
ibserved,  being  meant  of  money  granted  by 
'adinmrnt,  and  standing  in  charge  in  I lie  Ex- 
hequer,  can  never  be  applied  to  this  payment; 
*bicb  is  a contribution  bv  t lie  foreign  troops, 
'“t  of  their  own  money,  and  not  out  of  the 
oonrv  of  Great  Britain.  I might  say  that 
‘"ugh  this  deduction  has  been  submitted  to  by 
he  foreign  troops  during  this  war,  yet  it  is  so 
at  voluntary  at  this  dm,  that  it  depends  barely 
ipon  a parole  stipulation,  and  when  umbrage 
hall  tie  given,  may,  at  any  time,  be  receded 
tom  by  them.  This  Report  further  objects, 
hat  the  10,000/.  given  for  Contingencies,  is  not 
“Xilined  to  the  British  troops,  but  was  intend- 
'd fur  the  40,000  men,  without  distinction, 
dow  the  contrary  to  this  is  evident ; for,  in 
heesiimate  laid  yearly  before  this  House,  it 
> plain  ihst  this  is  given  for  the  British  troops 
"tly,  and  not  for  tlic  rest  of  the  40,000  men  ; 
nul  in  the  estimate  for  the  foreign  troops,  the 
Wide  of  Contingencies  is  omitted,  for  no  other 
exson,  but  because  by  this  warrant  it  wasotber- 
'ise  provided  for ; and  tlierefore  the  words  of 
he  warrant  are  for  defraying  contingent  ex- 
lenres  relating  to  them,  which  is  plainly  said 
a opposition  tn  the  contingent  money  allowed 
pf  her  majesty's  own  troops ; and  the  like  con- 
sent money  lias  not  only  been  allowed  upon 
dl  other  parts  of  the  service,  but  it  will  appear, 
iy  examining  what  has  been  so  allowed,  that 
he  hois  have  exceeded  in  proportion  whut  has 
ever  allowed  for  the  army  in  Flanders  : But 
be  Report  adds,  that  the  10,000/.  has  not  been 
d”*)*  thought  exempt  from  account,  as  op- 
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pears  from  a privy  seal  bearing  date  in  March, 
1700,  wherein  there  is  a clause  releasing  me 
trom  a sum,  part  of  the  10,000/.  which  the  Re- 
port said,  supposes  it  had  otherwise  been  to  he 
accounted  fur.  When  I say  in  my  letter,  that 
the  10,000/.  given  hv  parliament,  is  without 
nccount:  I dure  say,  I cannot  easily  be  mis- 
understood : The  nature  of  the  thing  not  ad- 
mitting of  a particular  account,  and  the  con- 
stant practice  never  requiring  any.  In  all  the 
accounts  during  the  wnr,  of  that  money,  my  re- 
ceipt has  been  a sufficient  discharge ; but  that 
not  bring  a regular  voucher  for  the  paymaster, 
it  has  been  thought  necessary  from  time  to  time 
to  grant  a privy  seal,  to  enable  the  paymaster 
to  pass  that  pnrt  of  his  account ; ana  though 
there  tie  that  clause  inserted  in  the  privy  seal, 
mentioned  in  the  report,  of  which,  I affirm,  I 
was  unacquainted,  1 yet  presume  to  say,  that 
it  was  not  only  needless,  but  alto  contrary  to 
all  practice,  both  before  and  since;- for  the 
truth  of  winch,  I appeal  to  the  paymaster- 
general,  who  will  do  me  justice  in  it,  if  any  geu- 
tleman  can  doubt  it. 

“ At  to  (lie  legality  of  the  Warrant,  which  i* 
the  next  objection,  the  Commissioners  having 
barely  touched  on  this,  as  not  duly  counter- 
signed, I think  it  sufficient  to  say,  that  this 
Warrant,  being  principally  intended  for  con- 
firming an  agreement  with  the  foreign  princes, 
was  properly  countersigned  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  that  province,  rather  than  by  the 
lord  treasurer,  who  could  have  nothing  to  do 
with  it;  however,  I must  believe,  that  an  error 
of  this  kind,  if  auy  body  should  think  it  so, 
which  depends  upon  a nicety,  cannot  be  thought 
to  affect  the  general,  whose  part  bus  only  Letts 
to  apply  the  money  as  the  warrant  directs. 

“ But  it  is  further  remarked,  tbat  neither  ths 
stoppage  nor  payment  of  this  money  have  been 
regularly  made.  First,  lint  the  sioppnge,  be- 
came the  warrant  directs  it  should  he  stopped 
in  the  liands  of  the  pay-master,  or  his  deputy. 
But  this  method  dots  not  appear,  by  the  pay- 
master's account,  to  have  been  pursued ; but 
on  the  contrary,  it  is  said,  tbat  the  payments  to 
the  foreign  troops  are  always  complete,  and  the 
receipt  taken  in  full,  without  any  notice  of  the 
deduction.  But  yet  I presume  to  say,  ilia 
stoppage  has  been  regularly  made,  in  pursuance 
to  the  warrant : The  deputy  pay-master  is  ex- 
pressly authorised  by  tlie  warrant,  to  make  that 
stoppage  ; and  it  is  of  necessity  he  should  make 
it,  who  resides  abroad,  where  the  matter  must 
be  transacted,  and  the  stoppage  applied.  And 
it  may  nut  be  amiss  to  observe,  that  tlie  cases 
where  deductions  are  intended  to  be  accounted 
for,  as  public  money,  the  warrant,  which  au- 
thorises such  deductions,  directs  the  same  to  be 
accounted  for,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  it  to 
be  done:  But  where  deductions  are  made  by 
virtue  of  warrants  that  contain  no  such  direc- 
tions in  them,  as  in  the  present  instance,  it 
hath  been  presumed,  that  there  was  no  inten- 
tion such  deductions  should  be  accounted  fur  ta 
the  public. 

“ Neat,  at  to  the  payment,  tbit  it  laid  te  be 
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according  to  the  warrant,  fiecitusa  neither  Mr. 
Bridges,  nor  Mr.Cardonnel,  ever  saw  any  war- 
rant from  me,  directing  the  payment  of  it.  I 
am  oot  surprised,  if  the  gentlemen,  in  this  cir- 
cumstance especially,  might  not  be  apprised  of 
the  method  of  issuing  money  for  secret  service, 
which  could  he  only  in  my  own  knowledge. 
But  for  their  information,  and  the  satisfaction 
of  the  House,  1 take  the  liberty  to  acquaint 
yon,  that  the  mettiod  of  issuing  this,  and  else 
public  allowance  of  10,000/.  far  secret  service, 
hath  been  exactly  the  same,  and  in  this  manner. 

“ 1 send  my  letters  to  the  deputy  pay-mas- 
ter, requiring  the  payttn  ut  of  the  sum  I have 
occasion  for,  to  myself ; nod  for  such  sums  as 
tire  received  from  time  to  lime,  giving  my  re- 
ceipt. This  is  the  order  of  the  general,  winch 
is  meant  by  her  majesty’s  warrant;  and  which 
nione  js  practicable  m this  as  well  as  iu  the  in- 
stance of  the  10,000/.  contingent  money.  Nor 
is  there  any  graitleinan  that  considers  tlie  na- 
ture of  secret  service,  hut  must  see  it  is  not 
possible,  by  the  general's  warrant,  to  direct  the 
payment  to  the  person,  for  whose  use  it  it  re- 
ceived. 

“ But  the  Commissioners  are  of  opinion,  that 
the  deputy  pay-master  ought  m have  transmitted 
constant  accounts  of  this  deduction,  to  the  pay- 
master general.  If  I could  expect  the  House 
Could  expect  from  me  an  account  of  a circum- 
stance, for  wltich  the  deputy  pay- master  alone 
is  answerable,  1 should  take  the  liberty  to  say, 
that  in  my  opinion,  if  he  lias  not  transmitted 
such  accounts,  it  must  be,  because  he  is  neither 
required  nor  authorised,  by  lier  majesty’s  war- 
rant, to  do  so.  He  is  ouly  obliged  to  make  the 
•toppage,  and  issue  the  money  upon  my  orders, 
w inch  he  has  done.  Nor  can  I conceive  it  to 
he  of  auy  use  to  the  public,  or  the  pay-master 
general,  to  have  received  such  accounts;  he 
not  being  chargeable  with  any  such  stoppage; 
aor  are  the  receipts  for  it  any  part  of  Lis 
Touchers. 

“ The  last  objection  Is,  that  the  deduction 
being  mode  for  defraying  Contingent  Expences 
to  the  foreign  troops ; if  the  whole  has  been 
employed  in  secret  correspondence,  such  a dis- 
position, not  being  authorised  by  the  warrant, 
is  a mis  application  of  public  money.  But 
though  it  is  said  in  the  warrant,  to  be  for  de- 
fraying Contingent  Expences  relating  to  the 
troops,  the  reason  it  is  so  expressed,  1 take' to 
be  nothing  else,  but  that  in  the  establishment 
fur  the  forces  son  tug  abroad,  the  word  ‘ Contin- 
gencies’ bath  always  comprehended  secret  ser- 
vice, that  having  always  been  what  was  princi- 
pally meant  by  that  article.  And  this  is  to 
evident,  that  if  secret  service  be  not  included 
under  the  word  1 Contingencies,’  that  important 
part  of  the  service  would  have  no  allowance 
from  the  public  for  it,  which  I presume  will  not  i 
be  thought  expedient.  And  therefore,  though 
the  deduction  be  declared  to  be  for  coutingen- 
cies,  do  stress  can  in  justice  be  laid  upon  that 
word,  to-  prove  it  was  net  desigued  for  secret 
service.  And  indeed,  this  is  confessed  nnnie- 
dtstefy  after,  us,  the  Bcport  itself;  winch  says, 
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that  the  article  for  Secret  Service  was  always 
included  in  the  10,000/.  given  forCootingendts. 
But  if  Secret  Service  be  meant  by,  or  induced 
under  Contingencies,  in  the  establishments  ’ 
the  British  troops,  how  can  it  Ire  supposed,  tin; 
the  word  ‘Contingencies'  in  the  warrant  forms 
foreign  troops,  is  not  to  be  understood  in  the 
same  manner  ? 

“ No  body  can  doubt,  but  contingencies,  nr 
contingent  expeuees  menu  tit*  same  in  both; 
and  therefore  secret  service  must  be  included 
in  both,  or  neither:  But  I cannot  better  ex- 
plain this  whole  matter,  than  by  suppose 
that  secret  service  being  an  alTair  that  affects 
the  whole  army,  the  charge  of  it  is  to  be  laid  w 
proportion  upon  tlie  whole.  But  the  share  <if 
the  British  troops  is  borne  by  the  public,  wiiitc 
tiic  share  of  the  foreigners  is  raised  upou  dm 
troops  themselves  by  the  deduction,  which  tt 
therefore  said  to  be  for  defraying  such  coutiu- 
gent  expencts  as  [date  to  them  ; that  is,  for 
their  share  of  the  expence  of  secret  service, 
which  heiug  principally,  and  in  tlie  first  place 
meant  by  coutiugencics,  there  is  no  oppoMh  u 
between  tlie  ends  directed  by  the  wmraut,  and 
those  that  the  money  has  been  applied  to,  and 
consequently  there  has  been  no  nnsapplicaljua 
of  it : I have  nothing  to  add  upon  this  Article, 
hut  to  take  notice  of  a great  mistake,  even  u 
the  second  computation  which  is  made  in  tb> 
report  relating  to  this  deduction,  for  it  is  sank 
that  the  whole  stoppages  from  the  troops  ic 
Flanders  have  amounted  to  tlie  sum  of 
177,959/.  17*.  Oid.,  when,  in  truth,  computing 
them  from  May,  1702,  the  time  they  were  fin; 
made,  they  do  not  exceed  151,74b/.  taking  tie 
exchange  at  a medium  between  eleven  guilders, 
and  ten  guilders,  ten  stivers:  So  that  this  de- 
duction, for  the  ten  years,  comes  to  do  more 
than  15,171/.  ltw.  a year. 

“ Upon  the  whole  matter,  I cannot  hug  hope 
this  House  will  find  reason  to  be  satisfied  with 
this  part  of  my  conduct ; and  I think  it  no 
ill  service,  that  so  necessary  and  important  a 
part  of  the  war,  tuid  which  has  turned  to  so 
::ood  au  account,  lias  been  managed  with  so 
little  expeace  to  tlie  public  : anti  I may,  with 
the  greatest  certainty,  assure  them,  that  .11 
other  parts  of  the  service  liave  been  carried  oe 
with  all  the  good  husbandry  that  was  possible. 
And,  I believe,  1 may  vein  tire  to  affirm,  that 
I have,  in  the  article  for  SecrefSemces,  saved 
the  government  near  four  times  the  sum  this  de- 
duction amounts  to.  Which  1 must  reckoa  to 
much  money  saved  to  tlie  public.” 

The  Barrier-Treaty  laid  before  the  Cnmnn.] 
Jan.  29.  Mr.  Secretary  St.  John  presented  to 
the  House  a copy  of  the  Treaty  between  her 
majesty  and  the  States  General,  for  securing 
the  Succession  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain, 

I and  for  settling  the  Barrier  for  the  Stat*s-Ge- 
neral  again*'  France,  concluded  at  the  Hague, 
tlie  29th  of  October  1709,  See. 

BUI  to  repeal  the  Natural,  znt  ton.  Act , agr«J 
to.  \ Feb.  1.  The  Lauds  sent  back  to  the  Com- 
mons. the  Bill  for  repealing  the  ‘ Act  for  no- 
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uralizing  foreign  Protestants,’  with  some 
imemiments  to  which  the  Commons  agreed.* 

* “ On  the  9th  of  February  was  repealed  the 
Vet  for  naturalizing  foreign  Protestants,  which 
lad  been  under  the  last  ministry,  and,  as  many 
>eople  thought,  to  very  ill  put  poses.  By  this 
ict  any  foreigner,  who  would  take  the  oaths 

0 the  government,  and  profess  himself  a Pro- 
estaut,  of  whatever  denomination,  was  imine- 
liately  naturalized,  and  had  all  the  privileges 
*f  an  English-horn  subject,  at  the  expence  of 

1 shilling.  Most  Protestants  abroad  differ 
rom  us  in  the  points  of  church-government ; 

0 that  all  the  acquisitions  by  this  act  would  in- 
crease the  number  of  disinters  ; and  therefore 
he  proposal,  that  such  foreigners  should  be 
ibliged  to  conform  to  the  established  worship 
ras  rejected.  But  because  several  persons 
rere  fond  of  this  project,  as  a thing  that  wrould 
>e  of  mighty  advantage  to  the  kingdom,  I shall 
ay  a few  words  upon  it.  The  maxim,  ‘ That 
»eople  are  the  ricnes  of  a nation,*  hath  been 
rudely  understood  by  many  writers  and  rea- 
oners  upon  that  subject.  There  are  several 
rays  by  which  people  are  brought  into  a country, 
xjmetjjnes  a nation  is  invaded  and  subdued  ; 
ind  the  conquerors  seize  the  lands,  and  make 
he  natives  their  under-tenants  or  servants.  1 
Colonics  have  been  always  planted  where  the 
latives  were  driven  out  or  destroyed,  or  the 
and  uncultivated  and  waste.  In  those  coun- 
ties where  the  lord  of  the  soil  is  master  of  the 
ahour  and  libert  y of  his  tenants,  or  of  slaves 
>ought  by  his  money,  men’s  riches  are  reckoned 
)y  the  number  of  their  vassals.  And  some- 
ones,  in  governments  newly  instituted,  where 
here  arc  not  people  to  till  the  ground,  many 
aws  have  been  made  to  encourage  and  allure 
lumbers  from  the  neighbouring  countries. 
Vnd,  in  all  these  cases,  the  few  comers-  have 
ritber  lands  allotted  them,  or  are  slaves  to  the 
iroprietors.  But  to  invite  helpless  families,  by 
housuidi,  into  a kingdom  inhabited  like  ours 
rilbout  lands  to  give  them,  and  where  the 
*w»  will  not  allow  that  they  should  be  part  of 
he  property  as  servants,  is  a wrong  application 
>f  the  maxim,  and  the  same  thing,  in  great,  as 
nfanfs  dropped  at  the  doors,  which  are  only 

1 be.  then  and  charge  to  the  parish.  The  true 
ray  of  multiplying  mankind  to  public  advnn- 
age,  in  such  a country  as  England,  is  to  invite 
rom  abroad  only  able  handicraftsmen  and  nr- 
jficers,  or  such  who  bring  over  a sufficient  share 
>f  property  to  secure  them  from  want ; to  enact 
tad  enforce  sumptuary'  laws  against  luxury 
md  all  excesses  in  clonthing,  furniture,  and  the 
ike;  to  encourage  matrimony,  and  reward, 
u the  Homans  did,  those  who  have  a certain 
lumber  of  children.  Whether  bringing  over 
he  Palatine*  were  a mere  consequence  of  this 
aw  for  a general  naturalization ; or  whether 
is  many  surmised,  it  bad  some  other  meaning, 
t appeared  manifestly,  by  the  issue,  that  the 
Jublic  was  a loser  by  every  individual  among 
•tiem ; and  that  a kingdom  can  no  more  be 
the  richer  by  such  an  importation,  than  a man 

▼OL,  YJ. 


Resolution  of  the  Commons  about  the  State  of 
the  War .]  Feb.  4.  The  Commons,  in  a Com- 
mittee ot  the  w hole  House,  took  into  consider- 
ation the  State  of  the  War,  and  having  exa- 
mined the  Treaties  presented  to  them,  after  a 
long  debate,  came  to  the  following  Resolutions : 
“ 1.  That  the  States  General  have  been  de- 
ficient in  their  quotas  for  sea-service,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  uutnber  of  ships  provided  by  her 
majesty,  some  years  two  thirds,  and  generally 
more  than  half  their  quota.  2.  That  towards 
the  carrying  on  tiie  War  in  Spain,  in  order  to 
reduce  that  monarchy  to  the  House  of  Austria, 
neither  the  late  emperors,  nor  his  present  im- 
perial majesty,  have  ever  had  any  forces  on 
their  own  account  there,  till  the  last  year,  and 
then  only  a regiment  of  foot,  consisting  of  2,000 
men.  3.  That  the  forces  supplied  and  paid  by 
her  majesty  for  the  carrying  on  the  War  in 
Spain,  from  1705  to  1711,  inclusive,  amounted 
to  57,973  men,  besides  IS  battalions  and  18 
squadrons,  for  which  her  majesty  has  paid  a 
subsidy  to  the  emperor.  4.  That  the  forces 
supplied  by  the  States  General  for  the  service 
of  Spain,  from  1705  to  1708,  both  inclusive, 
have  amounted  to  no  more  than  12,200  men, 
and  that  from  the  year  1708  to  this  present 
time  they  have  scut  thither  no  forces  at  all.  5. 
That  her  majesty  has  not  only  furnished  her  pro- 
portion of  12,000  men,  according  to  the  Treaty 
entered  into  for  the  service  of  the  war  in  Portu- 
gal, but  has  taken  upon  her  the  emperor’s  pro- 
portion, by  furnishing  two  thirds,  when  the 
States  General  only  furnished  one  third  for  that 
service.  0.  Tiiat  by  the  Treaty  with  the  king 
of  Portugal,  there  was  to  be  furnished  12,000 
foot,  and  3,000  horse,  at  his  own  expence  ; 
and,  in  consideration  of  a subsidy  to  be  paid 
him,  11,000  foot  and  2,000  horse  itiore : not- 
withstanding w hich,  it  appears,  that  the  king  of 
Portugal  did  not  furnish  13,000  men  in  the 
whole.  7.  That  since  the  year  1706,  when  the 
English  and  Dutch  inarched  into  Castile,  and 
returned  no  more  into  Portugal,  her  majesty 
has  replaced  more  than  her  share,  according  to 
her  proportion,  and  the  States  Geueral  have 
not  had  any  troops  in  Portugal.  8.  That  the 
first  proportion  of  three  fifths  to  two  fifths, 
agreed  upon  between  his  late  majesty  king 
William  and  the  States  General,  for  the  service 
of  the  war  in  Flanders,  has  not  been  observed 
by  the  States  General.  9.  That  the  States 
General,  during  the  course  of  the  war,  have 
furnished  less  than  their  proportion  in  Flanders, 
20,837  men.  10.  That  the  condition  for  pro- 
hibiting all  Trade  and  Correspondence  between 
Holland  and  France,  on  which  the  troops  of 
augmentation  were  granted  in  1703,  and  after- 
wards continued,  has  not  been  observed  by  the 
States  General.  11.  That,  at  the  beeinning  of 
this  war,  the  Subsidies  were  paid  in  equal  pro- 
can be  fatter  by  a wen,  which  is  unsightly  and 
troublesome,  at  best,  and  intercepts  that  nou- 
rishment, which  would  otherwise  diffuse  itself 
through  the  whole  body.”  Swift’s  Four  Last 

* A 
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portions  bv  her  majesty  and  the  State*  General, 
but  her  majesty  has  since  paid  more  than  her 
proportion,  3,155,000  crowns.” 

These  Resolutions  were  next  day  reported  by 
Mr.  Conyers,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Bill  to  limit  the  Number  of  Officers  in  the 
House  of  Commons.]  Feb.  3.  1 he  Commons 
ordered  a Bill  to  be  brought  in  “ for  securing 
the  Freedom  of  Parliaments,  by  limiting  the 
number  of  Ollkers  sitting  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons;” and  Mr.  Shackerly,  Mr.  Heysham,  and 
Mr.  Onslow,  were  named  to  prepare  and  bring 
in  the  same. 

Feb.  9.  Mr.  Wortley  presented  the  said 
Bill,  which  was  read  the  first  time,  ordered  a 
lecond  reading,  passed,  and  shortly  after  sent 
up  to  the  Lords.* 

Address  fur  the  Instructions,  Ac.  about  the 
Barrier  Treaty.']  Feb,  11.  The  Commons  re- 
solved to  address  the  queen  that  all  Instruc- 
tions and  Orders  given  to  the  plenipotentiaries, 
that  transacted  the  Barrier-Treaty,  and  also 
all  Treaties  mentioned  and  referied  to  in  the 
said  Treaty,  might  belaid  before  the  House, 
except  such  Treaties  as  were  already  before 
the  House:  Which  Address,  being  presented 
by  Mr.  Secretary  St.  John,  was  readily  com- 
plied with. 

The  Commons  vote  to  stand  by  the  Queen  ; 
and  to  consider  of  the  Licentiousness  of  the 
Press.]  Feb.  1*.  The  Commons  came  to  an 
unanimous  Resolution,  “ That  this  House  will 
effectually  stand  by,  and  support  her  majesty  in 
all  things  recommended  to  them  in  her  majes- 
ty's most  gracious  Speech  from  the  throne  ; as 
also,  that  they  would  upon  that  day  se'nnight, 
in  a committee  of  the  whole  House,  consider 
of  that  part  of  her  majesty’s  Message  to  the 
House  the  l?th  of  January  last  relating  to  the 
great  licence  taken  in  publishing  false  and 

* “ The  Commons  sent  up  a Bill  for  securing 
the  freedom  of  parliaments,  by  limiting  the 
number  of  members  in  that  House  who  should 
be  allowed  to  possess  employments  under  the 
crown.  Bills  to  the  same  effect,  promoted  by 
both  parties,  had,  after  making  the  like  progress, 
been  rejected  in  former  parliaments;  tbe  court 
and  miuistty,  who  will  ever  be  against  such  a 
law,  having  usually  a greater  influence  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  and  so  it  happeneJ  now.  Al- 
though that  influence  were  lets,  I am  apt  to 
think  that  such  a law  would  he  too  thorough  a 
reformation  m one  point,  while  we  have  so 
many  corruptions  mi  the  rest ; and  perhaps  the 
regulations,  already  made  on  that  article,  are 
sufficient,  by  which  several  employments  inca- 
pacitate a man  from  being  chosen  a member, 
and  all  of  them  bring  it  to  a new  election.  For 
my  own  part,  when  I consider  the  temper  of 
articular  persons,  and  by  wlmt  maxims  they 
are  acted  (nlmost  without  exception)  in  their 
private  capaciti.  s,  I cannot  conceive  how  such 
a bill  should  obtain  a majority,  unless  every 
man  expected  to  be  one  of  the  filly,  which,  I 
think,  was  the  limitation  intended.”  Swift’s 
Four  Last  Years. 


scandalous  Libels:"  But  the  consideration  of 
this  matter  wgs  afterwards  put  off  from  time  tn 
time. 

Resolutions  against  the  Barrier-  Treaty—  fie 
Ijord  Viscount  Tattmshend  voted  an  Knrmyto  kis 
Country.]  The  Commons  heing  by  this  tune 
furnished  with  all  the  papers  relating  to  the 
Barrier-Treaty,  took  the  same  into  considera- 
tion in  a full  committee  of  tbe  whole  House, 
and  came  to  the  following  Resolution* : * 

* “ The  House  seemed  to  have  nothing  more 
at  heart  than  a strict  inquiry  into  the  state oi 
the  nation,  with  respect  to  foreign  aUiances. 
Some  discourses  had  been  published  in  prtot, 
about  the  beginning  of  the  session,  boldly  com- 
plaining of  certain  articles  in  the  Barrier-Trea- 
ty, concluded  about  three  years  since  by  the 
lord  viscount  Townsend,  between  Grroi-Bn- 
tain  and  the  States  General ; and  shewing  m 
many  particulars,  the  unequal  conduct  of  these 
powers  in  our  alliance,  in  furnishing  tb«r 
quotas  and  supplies.  It  was  asserted  by  the 
same  writers,  ‘ That  these  hardships  put  upon 
England,  had  been  countenanced  and  encou- 
raged by  a party  here  at  home  in  order  to 
preserve  their  power,  which  could  be  no  other- 
wise maintained  than  by  continuing  the  war, 
ns  well  as  by  her  majesty's  General  abroad, 
upon  account  of  his  own  peculiar  interest  and 
grandeur.’  These  loud  accusations  spreads; 
themselves  throughout  the  kingdom,  delivered 
in  facts  directly  charged,  and  thought,  whether 
true  or  not,  to  be  but  weakly  confuted,  bad 
sufficiently  prepared  tbe  minds  of  the  people ; 
and,  by  putting  arguments  into  every  body's 
mouth,  had  filled  the  town  and  country  wab 
controversies,  both  in  writing  and  discourse. 
The  point  appeared  tn  be  of  great  consequence, 
whether  the  war  continued  or  not : for  ia  the 
former  case,  it  was  necessary  that  the  aJlies 
should  be  brought  to  a more  equal  regulation; 
and,  that  the  States  in  particular,  for  whoc. 
her  majesty  had  done  such  great  things,  should 
explain  and  correct  those  articles  in  the  Bar- 
rier-Treaty which  were  prejudical  to  Britain: 
and,  in  either  case,  it  was  fit  the  people  should 
have  at  least  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  by 
whose  counsels,  and  for  what  designs,  they 
had  been  so  hardly  treated. — In  order  to  this 
great  inquiry, the  Barrier-Treaty,  with  all  other 
treaties  and  agreements  eutered  iuto  bet  wees 
her  majesty  and  ber  allies,  during  the  present 
war,  lor  the  raising  and  augmenting  the  pro- 
portions for  the  service  thereof,  were,  by  tbe 
queen’s  directions,  laid  before  the  House. — Se- 
veral Resolutions  were  drawn  up  and  reported 
at  different  times,  upon  the  deficiencies  of  the 
allies  in  furnishing  their  quotas,  upon  oertan 
Articles  in  tbe  Barrier-Treaty,  and  upon  the 
state  of  the  war ; by  all  which  it  appeared,  that 
whatever  had  been  charged  by  public  dis- 
courses in  print  against  tbe  late  ministry  and  tbe 
conduct  of  the  allies,  was  much  less  than  the 
truth.  Upon  these  Resolutions  (by  one  of 
which  the  lord  viscount  Townsend  who  nego- 
tiated and  signed  tbe  Burner-Treaty,  was  de- 
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“ 1.  That  in  the  Treaty  between  her  majesty 
md  the  StBtes-General,for  securing  the  Soccer- 
ion  to  the  crown  of  Great- Britain,  and  for  set  - 
ling  a Barrier  for  the  States  General  against 
Vance,  under  colour  of  securing  the  Protestant 
accession,  and  providing  a sufficient  Barrier 
•)  the  States  General  against  France,  there  are 
sveral  Articles  destructive  to  the  trade  and  in- 
vest ef  Great-Britain,  and  therefore  highly  dis- 
'mourable  to  tier  majesty.  2.  That  it  appears 
fiat  the  lord  viscount  Townsend  had  not  any 
rders  or  authority  for'negociating  or  conclud- 
»g  several  Articles  in  the  said  Treaty.  3.  That 
ie  lord  viscount  Townsend,  who  negociated 
nd  signed,  and  all  those  who  advised  the  ra- 
iding of  the  said  Treaty,  are  enemies  to  the 
ocen  and  kingdom:”  which  Resolutions  were 
i the  16th  agreed  to  by  the  Hou->e. 

Resolutions  on  theStute  of  the  War  in  Spain.] 
’eb.  18.  A Committee  of  the  whole  House 
>ok  into  consideration  the  State  of  the  War, 
nd  resolved,  M 1.  That  it  hath  appeared  to  this 
oromittee,  that  the  charge  for  Transport -Ser- 
ice,  in  carrying  on  the  war  in  Spain  nndPortu- 
al,  from  the  year  1711,  inclusive,  amounted  to 
,336,719/.  19s.  lid. — 2.  That  there  h*s  been 
aid  by  her  majesty,  for  contingencies,  Bread, 
nd  Bread- Waggons,  Forage,  and  all  other  ex- 
nordinaries,  both  for  the  English  and  Foreign 
roops  in  Savoy,  Piedmont,  Italy,  Spuin,  Portu- 
aland  Flanders,  since  the  24th  of  June  1705,so 
»r  as  the  same  hath  been  returned  from  abroad, 
eteral  snms,  amounting,  in  the  whole,  tu 
,487,0001.  2s.  lid. — 3.  That  the  charge  of 
Victualling  the  Land-forces  for  the  service  of 
he  war  has  amounted  to  583,770/.  8s.  6d. — 4. 
'hat  the  charge  of  her  majesty’s  ships  and  ves- 
eb,  employed  in  the  service  of  the  war  in 
pain  and  Portugal,  reckoned  after  the  rale  of 
/.  a man  per  month,  from  the  time  they  sailed 
rom  hence  till  they  returned,  were  lost,  or  put 
pon  other  services,  amounted  to  6,540,966/. 
4s.— 5.  That  an  humble  Representation  be 
ladeto  her  majesty,  upon  the  Resolutions  of 
his  House,  relating  to  the  State  of  the  War, 
ind  the  Treaty  between  her  majesty  and  the 
tates-General,  for  securing  the  Succession  to 
be  crown  of  Great  Britain,  and  for  settling  a 
larrier  for  the  States-General  against  France  ; 
nd  also  humbly  to  desire  her  majesty,  that  she 
rill  be  pleased  to  order  l»er  ministers  to  insist 
nth  the  Emperor,  that  the  Revenues  of  all 
He  territories  and  places  restored  or  added  to 
be  House  of  Austria,  during  this  war,  (over 
nd  above  what  is  necessary  for  iheir  defence) 
nay  be  applied  for  the  carrying  on  the  war  in 
'pain;  and  to  assure  her  majesty,  that  this 
loose  will  enable  )»er  majesty  to  bear  her 
hare  of  any  farther  ex  pence,  that  shall  be 

bred  an  enemy  to  the  queen  and  kingdom,) 
ind  upon  some  farther  directions  to  the  com- 
nmittee,  a Representation  was  formed ; and 
oo n after  the  Commons  in  a body  presented 
l to  the  queen,  the  endeavours  of  the  ad- 
*T*e  party  not  prevailing  to  have  it  recom- 
nnted.”  Swift’s  Four  Last  Years. 


wanted  by  sea  and  land,  in  proportion  to  what 
the  emperor,  and  the  oilier  allies  shall  actually 
furnish  for  those  services  ; and  that  as  to  other 
parts  of  the  war,  to  which  her  majesty  is  obliged 
by  particular  treaties  tb  contribute,  that  her 
majesty  will,  tor  the  future,  only  furnish  troops 
and  pay  subsidies,  in  proportion  to  what  her 
allies  shall  actually  furnish  und  pay.” 

These  Resolutions  were  reported  on  the  18tb 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House  fund  a committee 
was  appointed  to  draw  up  the  said  Representa- 
tion according  to  the  said  Resolutions,  and 
upon  the  Debate  of  the  House,  another  Com- 
mittee was  appointed  ‘ to  consider  of  the 
Abuses  committed  in  Musters  and  Cioatbing  of 
the  Army ; and  also  the  Abuses  relating  to 
the  Hospitals  abroad. 

Resolutions  against  Mr.  Cardnnnel .]  Feb. 
19.  Mr.  Campion,  from  the  Commission? rs  of 
the  Public  Accounts,  acquainted  the  House, 
that  they  had  taken  >everal  Depositions  and 
other  Papers  relating  to  the  matters  in  their 
Report,  which  be  presented  to  the  House. 
Then  the  order  of  the  next  day  was  read,  for 
taking  into  further  consideration  the  said  Re- 
port : and* the  said  Depositions  and  Papers 
were  also  read  : and  those  parts  of  the  said 
Report  which  related  to  Mr.  Cardonnd,*  and 
sir  David  Dairy  mple  therein  named,  w ere  read  ; 
nnd  Mr.  Cardonuel  was  heard  in  his  place; 
and  then  be  withdrew.  After  n long  debate 
it  was  resolved  by  a majority  of  125  voices 
against  99.  “ 1.  Tlmt  tl»«  taking  a Gratuity  of 
500  gold  ducats,  annually,  from  the  Contrac- 
tors tor  Bread  and  Bread-waggous  for  tlie  army 
in  the  Low  Countries, iiy  Adam  CarAonnel, esq. 
(Secretary  to  the  General  there)  a member  of 
this  House,  was  unwarrantable  and  corrupt. 
2.  That  the  said  Adam  Card  on  no! , esq.  be,  lor 
the  said  offence,  expelled  this  House.” 

Sir  David  Dalrymple  was  heard  in  Ins  place, 
and  then  that  part  of  the  said  Report  was 
read,  which  related  to  Mr.  Sweet,  deputy  pay- 
master at  Amsterdam,  after  which  it  was  re- 
solved, “ That  the  one  percent,  received  by 
Mr.  Sweet,  depoty-pay-mnster  at  Amsterdam, 
upon  the  payments  made  by  him  to  the  Con- 
tractors for  furnishing  Bread  and  Bread  Wag- 
gons, in  the  Ixjw  Coontiies,  is  public  money, 
and  ought  to  he  accounted  for,”  and  ordered, 
Thar  the  said  Report  of  the  Commissioners  of 
Accounts,  together  with  the  Examinations  nnd 
Depositions  relating  thereunto,  with  ihe  Resolu- 
tions of  this  House  thereupon,  and  her  ma- 
jesty’s gracious  Answer  to  the  Revolutions  laid 
before  hrr,  be  primed. 

The  Queen's  Message  to  the  Commons  con- 
cerning Prince  Eugene's  Proposition .j  Feb. 

♦ “ Mr.  Cnrdonnel,  h member  of  parliament, 
and  Secretary  to  the  General  in  Flanders,  was 
expelled  ihe  House,  for  the  offence  of  receiving 
yearly  bribes  from  those  who  had  contracted  to 
furnish  bread  for  the  army  ; and  met  with  no 
further  punishment  for  a practice,  voted  to  be 
unwarrantable  and  corrupt.”  Swill’s  Four  Last 
Years. 
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06.  Mr.  Secretary  St.  John  acquainted  the 
House,  That  he  had  received  her  majesty's 
command,  to  communicate  to  that  House  a 
Proposition  made  to  her  majesty  by  prince 
Eugene  of  Savoy,  in  the  name  of  the  em- 
peror, for  the  support  of  the  War  in  Spain  ; 
viz. 

u His  imperial  majesty  judges,  that  40,000 
men  will  be  sufficient  for  this  service,  and  that 
the  whole  expence  of  the  war  in  Spain  may 
amount  to  4 millions  of  crowns,  towards  which 
his  imperial  majesty  offers  to  make  up  thetroops 
which  he  has  in  that  country  to  30,000  men, 
and  to  take  one  million  of  crowns  upon  him- 
self." 

Representation  of'  the  Commons  to  the  Queen 
on  the  War  in  Spain,  the  Barrier-Treaty , and 
the  State  of  the  JYfffitm.]  March  1.  Sir  T.  Han- 
na er*  reportedjfrom  the  Committee,  to  whom  it  i 
was  referred  to  draw  up  a Representation  to  be 
made  to  her  majesty,  That  they  had  drawn  up 
the  smue  accordingly,  which  they  had  directed 
him  to  report  to  the  House:  and  he  read  the 
same  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it 
in  at  the  table,  where  it  was  read.  And  a mo- 
tion being  made,  and  the  question  put,  That 
the  sajd  Representation  be  recommitted;  it 
passed  in  the  negative  : after  which  it  was  re- 
solved, That  the  said  Representation  he  pre- 
sented to  her  majesty  by  the  whole  House; 
which  was  done  accordingly  on  Tuesday  the 
4th ; being  as  follows : 

“ Most  gracipus  Sovereign  ; 

We  your  majesty’s  tntat  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  Commons  of  Grcat-Britain  in 
parliament  assembled,  having  nolhiug  so  much 
at  heart,  as  10  enable  your  majesty  to  bring  tins 
long  and  expensive  war  to  an  honourable  and 
happy  conclusion;  have  taken  it  into  our  most 

*“  Feb.  '20.  Sir  Thomas  Hanmcr  is  chairman 
of  the  Committee  for  drawing  up  a Representa- 
tion of  the  State  of  the  Nation,  to  the  queen; 
where  all  the  wrong  steps  of  ihe  allies  and  late 
ministry  about  the  war,  will  he  mentioned. 
The  Secretary,  I suppose,  was  helping  him 
about  it  to-day,  1 believe  it  will  be  a pepperer. 
— Feb.  21.  t w as  engaged  at  seven  to  go  to  sir 
Thomas  Hanmer,  who  desired  I would  see  him 
at  that  hour.  His  business  was,  that  1 would 
help  him  to  draw  up  the  Representation,  which 
I consented  to  do;  but  I do  not  know  whether 
I shall  succeed,  because  it  is  a little  out  of  my 
way. — Feb.  22.  I was  with  llanrner  this  morn- 
ing, and  there  was  the  Secretary  and  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer  very  busy  witli  him,  lay- 
ing their  heads  together  about  the  ‘ Represent- 
ation.'— March  5.  The  * Representation’  is 
printed.  I have  not  seen  it  yet;  it  is  plaguy 
severe  they  say."  Swift's  Journal. 

“ This  Representation  (supposed  to  be  the 
work  of  sir  Thomas  Hanmer's  pen)  is  written 
with  much  energy  and  spirit,  and  will  be  a very 
useful  and  authentic  record,  for  the  assistance 
of  those  who,  at  any  time,  shall  undertake  to 
write  the  history  of  the  present  times.”  Swift's 
Four  Last  Years. 


serious  consideration,  how  the  necessary  Sup- 
plies to  be  provided  by  us,  may  be  best  ap- 
plied, and  bow  the  common-cause  may  in  the 
most  effectual  manner  be  corned  ou  by  the 
united  force  of  the  whole  Confederacy;  We 
have  thought  ourselves  obliged,  in  duty  to  your 
majesty,  and  in  discharge  of  the  trust  reposed 
in  us,  to  enquire  into  the  true  state  of  the 
war  in  all  in  its  parts ; wc  have  examined  »bat 
stipulations  have  been  entered  into  betweeo 
your  majesty  and  your  allies,  and  how  farmfe 
engagements  have  on  each  side  been  m *d* 
good ; we  have  considered  the  different  in- 
terests which  the  confederates  liave  in  the  suc- 
cess of  this  war,  and  the  different  shares  i bn 
have  contributed  to  its  support;  we  have,  with 
our  utmost  care  and  diligence,  endeavoured  t* 
discover  the  nature,  extent  and  charge  of  it,  to 
the  end,  that,  by  comparing  the  weight  thertof 
with  our  strength,  we  might  adapt  the  one  to 
the  other  in  such  measure,  as  neither  to  conti- 
nue your  majesty's  subjects  under  a heavier 
burden  than  in  reason  and  justice  they  ought 
to  bear,  nor  deceive  your  majesty,  your  allies, 
and  ourselves,  by  undertaking  more  than  the 
nation,  in  its  present  circumstances,  is  able  to 
perform. 

“ Your  majesty  has  been  graciously  pleased, 
upon  our  humble  applications,  to  order  sure 
materials  to  be  laid  before  us,  as  have  f iinuskc 
us  with  the  necessary  information  upon  the  wr- 
ticulars  wc  have  enquired  iuto;  and  when, 
shall  have  laid  before  vour  majesty  our  obser- 
vations and  humble  advice  upon  this  subject, 
we  promise  to  ourselves  tiiis  happy  fruit  from  it, 
That,  if  your  majesty’s  generous  and  good  pur- 
poses for  the  procuring  a safe  and  lastrng  peace 
should,  through  the  obstinacy  of  the  enemy,  or 
by  any  other  means,  be  unhappily  defeated,* 
true  knowledge  and  understanding  of  the  pa* 
conduct  of  the  war,  will  be  the  best  foundanos 
for  a more  frugal  and  equal  management  of  £ 
for  the  time  to  come. 

“ In  order  to  take  the  more  perfect  view  of 
what  we  proposed,  and  that  we  might  be  able 
to  set  the  whole  before  your  majesty  in  a tn* 
light,  we  have  thought  it  necessary  to  go  bad 
to  the  beginning  of  the  war,  and  heg  leave  » 
ohserve  the  motives  and  reasons  upon  whid 
his  late  majesty  king  William  engaged  first* 
it.  The  Treaty  of  the  Grand  Alliance  exphm* 
those  reasons  to  be,  for  the  supporting  the  pre- 
tensions of  bis  imperial  majesty,  then  aenuily 
engaged  in  a war  with  the  French  king,  who 
had  usurped  the  entire  Spanisb-Monarchy  for 
his  grandson  the  duke  of  Anjou;  and  for  d* 
assisting  the  States-General,  who,  by  the  Ice 
of  their  Barrier  against  France,  were  then 
the  same  or  a more  dangerous  condition,  thu 
if  they  were  actually  invaded.  As  these  w ere 
the  just  and  necessary  motives  for  undertaking 
this  war,  so  the  ends  proposed  to  be  obtained 
by  it  were  equally  wise  and  honourable:  for, 
as  they  are  set  forth  in  the  eighth  article  of  the 
same  Treaty,  they  appear  to  hive  been,  the 
procuring  an  equitable  and  reasonable  satis- 
faction to  his  imperial  majesty,  and  sufficient 
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■ecurities  for  the  dominions,  provinces,  navi- 
;»tion  and  commerce  of  the  king  of  Great- 
‘kitain  and  the  States-Geueral ; the  making 
•factual  provision,  that  the  two  kingdoms  of 
'ranee  and  Spain  should  never  be  united 
i nder  the  same  government,  and  particularly, 
hat  the  French  should  never  get  into  the  pos- 
ession  of  the  Spanish  West-Indies,  or  be  per- 
uitted  to  sad  thither  upon  the  accouut  of  traf- 
ic,  under  any  pretence  whatsoever ; and  lastly, 
he  securing  to  the  subjects  of  the  king  of 
} real- Britain  and  the  States-General,  all  the 
aine  privileges  and  rights  of  commerce  through- 
>ut  the  whole  dominions  of  Spain,  as  they  en- 
oyed  before  the  death  of  Charles  2,  king  of 
•pain,  by  virtue  of  any  Treaty,  agreement, 
astoin,  or  any  other  way  whatsoever.  For 
be  obtaining  these  ends,  the  three  confederated 
towers  engaged  to  assist  one  another  with  their 
vltole  force,  according  to  such  proportions  as 
hould  be  specified  in  a particular  Convention 
itierwards  to  he  made  for  that  purpose.  We 
lo  not  find  that  any  such  Convention  was  ever 
atified;  but  it  appears,  that  there  was  an 
Agreement  concluded,  which,  by  common  con- 
ent,  was  understood  to  be  binding  upon  each 
wily  respectively,  and  according  to  which  the 
jroportions  of  Great  Britain  were  from  the  be- 
ginning regulated  and  founded  : The  terms  of 
hut  Agreement  were,  that  for  the  service  at 
and,  Ins  imperial  majesty  should  furnish  90,000 
nen,  the  king  of  Great-Bntain  40,000,  and 
lie  States- General  102,000,  of  which  there 
*ere  42,000  intended  to  supply  their  garrisons, 
ind  00,000  to  act  against  the  common-enemy 
n the  field  : and  with  regard  to  the  operations 

the  war  at  sea,  they  were  agreed  to  be  per- 
ornitd  jointly  by  Great  Britain  and  the  States- 
.ieneral ; the  quota  of  ships  to  be  furnished  for 
hat  service,  being  five  eighths  oil  the  part  of 
ireat-Britain,  and  three  eighths  on  tiie  part  of 
lie  States- General. 

“Upontliis  fool  the  war  began  in  1702,  at 
*hicb  time  the  whole  yearly  expencc  of  it  to 
England,  amounted  to  3,706,494/. ; a very 
;reat  charge,  as  it  was  then  thought  by  your 
najesty’s  subjects,  after  the  short  interval  of 
:ase  they  had  enjoyed  from  the  burden  of  the 
onner  war ; but  yet  a very  moderate  propor- 
»on,  in  comparison  with  the  load  which  hath 
ince  beeu  laid  upon  them  ; for  it  appears, 
>y  estimates  given  in  to  your  Commons,  that 
lie  sums  necessary  to  carry  on  the  service  for 
his  present  year,  amount  to  more  than 
>,960.000/.  besides  interest  for  the  public  debt 
uid  the  deficiencies  accruing  the  last  year; 
*hich  two  articles  require  1,143,000/.  more: 
>o  that  the  whole  demands  upon  your  Com- 
nons,  are  arisen  to  more  than  8 millions  for 
he  present  annual  supply.  We  know  your 
najesty’s  tender  regard  for  the  welfare  of  your 
icople,  will  make  it  uneasy  to  you,  to  hear  of 
o great  a pressure  as  this  upon  them  ; and 
is  we  are  assured  it  will  fully  convince  your 
najeuy  of  the  necessity  of  our  present  enquiry, 
o we  beg  leave  to  represent  to  you  from  what 
aoses,  and  by  what  steps  this  immense  charge 
'ppears  to  have  grown  upon  us. 
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u The  service  at  sea,  as  it  hath  been  very 
large  and  extensive  in  itself,  so  it  hath  been 
carried  on  through  the  whole  course  of  the 
war,  in  a manner  highly  disadvantageous  to 
your  majesty  and  your  kingdom ; for  the  neces- 
sity of  affairs  requiring,  the  great  fleets  should 
lie  fitted  out  every  year,  os  well  for  the  main- 
taining a superiority  in  the  Mediterra- 
nean, as  for  opposing  any  force,  which  the 
enemy  might  prepare,  either  at  Dunkirk  or 
in  the  ports  of  West-France,  your  majesty’* 
example  and  readiness  in  fitting  out  your 
proportion  of  ships  for  all  parts  of  that  ser- 
vice, have  been  so  far  from  prevailing  with 
the  States-Genernl  to  keep  pace  with  you, 
that  they  have  been  deficient  every  year  to  a 
greater  degree  iu  proportion  to  what  your  ma- 
jesty hath  furnished,  sometimes  no  less  than 
two-thirds,  and  generally  more  than  half  of 
their  quota.  From  hence  your  majesty  has 
been  obliged,  for  the  preventing  disappoint- 
ments in  tne  most  pressing  service,  to  supply 
those  deficiencies  by  additional  reinforcements 
of  your  own  ships;  nor  hath  the  increase  of 
such  a charge  been  the  only  ill  consequence 
that  attended  it,  for  by  this  means  the  Debt  of 
the  Navy  hath  inhanced,  so  that  the  discounts 
arising  upon  the  credit  of  it,  have  affected  all 
other  parts  of  the  service;  from  the  same 
cause,  your  majesty’s  ships  of  war  have  been 
forced  in  greater  numbers  to  continue  in  re- 
mote seas,  and  at  unseasonable  times  of  the 
year,  to  the  great  damage  and  decay  of  the 
British  Navy.  This  also  hath  been  the  occa- 
sion, that  your  majesty  hath  been  streightened 
in  your  convoys  for  trade ; your  coasts  have 
been  exposed  for  want  of  a sufficient  number 
of  ernizers  to  guard  them,  and  yon  have  been 
disabled  from  annoyiug  the  enemy  in  their 
most  beneficial  commerce  with  the  West- 
Indies,  from  whence  they  received  those  sup- 
plies of  treasure,  without  which  they  could  nut 
have  supported  the  expences  of  this  war. 

“ That  part  of  the  war,  which  hath  been 
carried  on  in  Flanders,  was  at  first  immediately 
necessary  to  the  security  of  the  States-Geueral, 
and  hath  since  brought  them  great  acquisitions 
both  of  revenue  and  dominion.  Yet,  even 
there,  the  original  proportions  hare  been  de- 
arted  from,  and,  during  the  course  of  the  war, 
arc  been  sinking,  by  degrees,  on  the  part  of 
Holland  ; so  that,  in  this  last  year,  we  find  the 
number  in  which  they  fell  short  of  their  three 
fifths,  to  your  majesty’s  two  'fifths,  have  been 
20,837  men  : we  are  not  unmindful,  that,  in  the 
year  1703,  a Treaty  was  made  between  the  two 
nations,  for  a joint  augmentation  of  20,000 
men,  wherein  the  proportions  were  varied,  and 
England  consented  to  take  hulf  upon  itself : 
hut  it  having  been  annexed,  as  an  express  con- 
dition to  the  grant  of  the  said  augmentation  in 
parliament,  that  the  States-General  should  pro- 
hibit all  trade  and  commerce  with  France ; 
and  that  condition  having  not  been  performed 
by  them,  the  Commons  think  it  reasonable, 
that  the  first  rule  of  three  to  two  ought  to  have 
taketr  pi  ace  again,  as  well  in  that  as  in  other 
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subsequent  augmentations:  more  especially 
when  they  consider,  that  the  revenues  of  those 
rich  provinces  which  have  been  conquered, 
would,  if  they  were  duly  applied,  maintain  a 
great  number  of  additional  forces  ag  linst  the 
common  enemy,  notwithstanding  which,  the 
Siates-General  have  raised  none  upon  that  ac- 
count, but  make  use  of  those  fresh  supplies  of 
monev,  only  to  ease  themselves  in  the  charge 
of  their  first  established  quota. 

“ As,  in  the  progress  of  the  war  in  Flanders, 
a disproportion  was  soon  created,  to  the  pre- 
judice of  England ; so  the  very  beginning  of 
the  war  in  Portugal  brought  an  unequal  share 
of  burden  upon  us.  For  although  the  em- 
peror and  the  States-General  were  equally 
partners  with  your  majesty  in  the  treaty  with 
the  king  of  Portugal,  yet  the  emperor  neither 
furnishing  his  third  part  of  the  troops  and  sub- 
sidies stipulated  for,  nor  the  Datch  consenting 
to  take  an  equal  share  of  his  imperial  ma- 
jesty’s defect  upon  themselves,  your  majesty 
bath  been  obliged  to  furnish  two  thirds  of  the 
entire  expence  created  by  that  service : nor 
has  the  inequality  stopped  there,  for  ever  since 
the  year  1706,  when  the  English  and  Dutcii 
forces  marched  out  of  Portugal  into  Castile, 
the  States-General  have  entirely  abandoned  the 
war  in  Portugal,  and  left  your  majesty  io  pro- 
secute it  singly  at  your  own  charge,  which  you 
have  accordingly  dune,  hy  replacing  n greater 
number  of  troops  there,  than  even  at  first  you 
took  upon  you  to  provide.  At  the  same  time, 
your  majesty’s  generous  endeavours  for  the 
support  and  defence  of  the  king  of  Portugal, 
have  been  but  ill  seconded  by  that  prince  him- 
self; for  notwithstanding  that,  by  his  treaty, 
he  has  obliged  himself  to  furnish  12,000  foot, 
and  3,000  horse,  upon  his  own  account,  be- 
sides 11,000  foot  and  2,000  hoi>e  more,  in 
consideration  of  a subsidy  paid  to  him ; yet, 
according  io  the  best  information  your  Com- 
mons can  procure,  it  appears,  that  he  hath 
scarce  at  any  time  furnished  13,000  men  in  the 
whole. 

li  In  Spain  the  war  hath  been  yet  more  un- 
equal and  burdensome  to  your  majesty,  than 
iu  any  other  branch  of  it ; for  being  com- 
menced without  any  treaty  whatsoever,  the 
allies  have  almost  wholly  declined  taking  any 
part  of  it  upon  themselves.  A small  body  of 
English  and  Dutch  truops  were  sent  thither, 
in  the  year  1705,  not  as  being  thought  suffi- 
cient to  support  a regular  war,  or  to  make  the 
conquest  of  so  large  a country,  but  with  a view 
only  of  assisting  the  Spaniards  to  set  king 
Charles  upon  the  throne,  occasioned  by  the 
great  assurances  which  were  given  of  their  in- 
clinations to  the  house  of  Austria  : but  this 
expectation  failing,  England  was  insensibly 
drawn  into  an  established  war,  under  all  the 
disadvantages  of  the  distance  of  the  place,  and 
the  feeble  efforts  of  the  other  allies.  The  ac- 
count we  have  to  lay  before  your  majesty, 
upon  this  head  is,  that  although  this  undertak- 
ing was  entered  upon  at  the  particular  and 
•truest  request  of  the  Imperial  court,  and  for 


a cause  of  no  less  importance  and  concern  n» 
them,  than  the  reducing  the  Spanish  monarch? 
to  the  house  of  Austria;  yei  neither  the  nice 
emperor,  nor  his  present  imperial  maje>ty, 
have  ever  had  any  forces  there  on  tlreir  own 
account,  till  the  last  year,  and  then  only  one 
regiment  of  foot,  consisting  of  2,000  men : 
though  the  Siates-General  have  contribot»?d 
something  more  to  thisseivice,  yet  their  shaie 
also  hatli  been  inconsidt  ruble : for  m the 
space  of  four  years,  from  1705,  to  1707,  both 
inclusive,  nil  the  forces  they  have  sent  into 
that  country,  have  not  exceeded  12,200  men  ; 
aud  from  the  year  1708,  to  this  time,  they 
have  uotsent  any  forces  or  recruits  whatsoever?. 
To  your  majesty’s  care  and  charge,  the  reco- 
very of  that  kingdom  hath  been  in  a roacoer 
wholly  left,  as  if  none  else  were  interested  or 
concerned  in  it  : and  the  forces  your  majesty 
hath  sent  into  Spain,  in  the  space  of  7 years, 
from  1705,  to  1711,  both  inclusive,  bare 
amounted  to  no  less  than  57,973  men,  besides 
13  battalions  and  18  squadrons,  for  which  your 
majesty  hath  pnid  a subsidy  to  the  emperor. 
How  great  the  established  expence  of  such  a 
number  of  men  hath  been,  your  majesty  very 
well  knows,  and  your  Commons  very  scnsihh 
feel : but  the  weight  will  he  found  muck 
greater,  when  it  is  considered  how  many  hear? 
articles  of  unusual  and  extra- >» dinars  c barge 
have  attended  this  remote  and  difficult  service 
nil  which  have  been  entirely  defrayed  by  your 
mnjesty,  except  that  one  of  transporting  the 
few  foices  which  were  sent  hy  the  Stated-Ge- 
neral, and  victualling  of  them,  dunog  their 
transportation  only.  The  accounts  delivered 
to  your  Commons  shew,  tliat  the  Charge  of 
your  majesty’s  Ships  and  Vessels,  employed  » 
the  service  of  the  war  in  Spain  and  Portugal, 
reckoned  afier  the  rate  of  four  pounds  i 
man  per  month,  from  the  time  they  sailed 
from  hence,  till  they  returned,  were  lost, 
or  put  upon  other  service,  hath  amounted  io 
6,540,966/.  14*.  The  Charge  of  Transport!, 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  for  carrying  oo 
the  war  in  Spain  and  Portugal,  from  the  be- 
ginning of  it  till  this  time,  hath  amounted  tn 
1,336,719/.  19*.  lid.  That  of  Victualling  Land 
Forces  for  the  same  service,  to  583,770 /.  8*.  6dL 
and  that  of  Contingencies,  and  other  Rxtraor- 
diunries  for  the  same  service,  tnt  1,840,353/. 

“ We  should  take  notice  to  your  majesty,  of 
several  sums  pnid  upon  account  of  Contingen- 
cies and  F.xtraurdinaries  in  Flanders,  making 
together  the  sum  of  1,107,006/.:  but  we  are 
not  able  to  make  any  comparison  of  them, 
with  what  the  States-General  have  expended 
upon  the  same  head,  having  no  such  state  of 
their  extraordinary  charge  before  us.  There 
remains,  therefore,  but  one  particular  more  for 
your  majesty 's  observation,  which  wises  tn»m 
the  Subsidies  paid  to  foreign  princes.  These, 
at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  were  borne  m 
equal  proportion  by  your  majesty  and  the 
States-General ; but  in  this  instance  also,  the 
balance  hath  been  cast  in  prejudice  of  your 
majesty  •.  for  it  appears,  That  yovr  majesty 
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uilli  since  advanced  more  than  your  equal 
ir.iportiun,  a,  155,000  crowns,  besides  Extra- 
rihnaries  paid  in  Italy,  and  nut  included  iu 
nr  of  the  loregoing  articles,  which  arise  to 
■d'9,553  /. 

“ We  hare  laid  these  several  particulars 
efore  your  majesty,  in  the  shortest  manner, 
re  have  been  able;  and,  by  an  estimate 
rounded  on  the  preceding  facts,  it  does  ap- 
ear,  that,  river  ami  above  the  quotas  on  the 
nut  of  Great-Britain,  answering  to  those  con- 
ributed  by  your  allies,  more  than  19  millions 
are  been  expended  by  your  majesty  during 
lie  course  of  this  war,  by  way  of  surplusage 
ir  exceeding;  in  balance  of  which,  none  of 
be  confederates  have  furnished  any  thing 
vhstsoever. 

“ It  is  with  great  concern,  that  we  find  so 
nuch  occasion  given  us  to  represent,  how  ill 
■a  use  hath  been  made  of  vour  majesty’s  and 
four  subjects  zeal  fur  the  cummon  cause;  that 
he  Interest  of  that  cause  hath  not  been  pro- 
xmionably  promoted  by  it,  but  others  only 
i»ve  been  eased  at  your  majesty's  and  your 
•objects’  cost,  and  have  been  connived  at 
u laying  their  part  of  the  burden  upon 
his  kingdom,  although  they  have  upon  all 
teconnts  been  equally,  and,  in  most  res- 
sects,  much  more  nearly  concerned  than  Bri- 
an, ia  the  issue  of  the  war.  We  arc  per- 
luttded,  your  majesty  will  think  it  pardonable 
n us,  with  some  resentment,  to  complain  of 
the  little  regard  which  some  of  those,  whom 
tour  majesty  of  late  years  entrusted,  have 
i he  an  to  the  interests  of  their  country,  in  giv- 
ng  way,  at  least,  to  such  unreasonable  impo- 
utiiios  opon  it,  if  not  in  some  measure  con- 
riving  them : the  course  of  which  impositions 
nth  been  so  singular  and  extraordinary,  that 
he  mure  the  wealth  of  this  nation  hath  been 
:xbausted,  and  the  more  your  majesty's  arms 
ave  been  attended  with  success,  the  heavier 
lath  been  the  burden  laid  upon  us  ; whilst  on 
he  other  hand,  the  more  vigorous  your  majes- 
j's  efforts  have  been,  and  the  greater  advan- 
ages  which  have  redounded  thence  to  your  al- 
iei,  the  more  those  allies  have  abated  in  their 
hare  of  the  ex  pence. 

“ At  the  first  entrance  into  this  war,  the 
mnmous  were  induced  to  exert  themselves  in 
he  extraordinary  manner  they  did,  and  to 
pant  such  large  supplies,  as  had  been  unknown 
o former  ages,  In  hopes,  thereby,  to  prevent 
be  mischiefs  of  a lingering  war,  and  to  bring 
hat,  in  which  they  were  necessarily  engaged, 
o a speedy  conclusion  : but  they  have  Keen 
<ery  unhappy  in  the  event,  whilst  they  have 
o much  reason  to  suspect,  that  what  was  in- 
ended  to  shorten  the  war,  hath  proved  the 
iery  cause  of  its  long  continuance ; for  those 
o whom  the  profits  of  it  have  accrued,  have 
»ot  been  disposed  easily  to  forego  them.  And 
four  majesty  will  from  thence  discern  the  true 
reason,  why  so  many  have  delighted  in  a war, 
»hich  brought  in  so  rich  a harvest  yearly  from 

Uroat-Britaio. 

“ We  »rc  as  five  from  desiring,  as  we  know 


your  majesty  will  he  from  concluding,  any 
peace,  but  upon  safe  and  honourable  terms ; 
and  we  are  far  from  intending  to  excuse  our- 
selves from  raising  unnecessary  and  possible  sup- 
plies for  an  effectual  prosecution  of  the  war,  till 
such  a peace  can  be  obtained.  All  that  your 
faithful  Commons  aim  at,  all  that  they  wish, 
is,  an  equal  concurrence  from  the  other  powers 
engaged  in  alliance  with  your  majesty,  and  a 
just  application  of  what  hath  been  already 
gained  from  the  enemy  towards  promoting  the 
common  cause.  Several  large  countries  aod 
territories  have  been  restored  to  the  House  of 
Austria;  such  as  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  tb« 
duchy  of  Milan,  and  other  places  in  Italy: 
others  have  been  conquered,  and  added  to 
their  dominions,  as  the  two  electorates  of  Ba- 
varia and  Cologn,  the  duchy  of  Mantua,  and 
the  bishopric  of  Liege ; these  having  been  re- 
duced in  great  measure  by  our  blood  aod 
treasure,  may,  we  humbly  conceive,  with  great 
reason  be  claimed  to  come  in  aid  towards  car- 
rying on  the  war  in  Spain  : and  therefore  w* 
make  it  our  earnest  request  to  your  majesty, 
that  you  would  give  instructions  to  your  minis- 
ters to  insist,  with  the  emperor,  that  the  reve- 
nues of  those  several  places,  excepting  only 
such  n proportion  thereof  ns  is  necessary  for 
their  defence,  be  actually  so  applied.  And  aa 
to  the  other  parts  of  the  war,  to  which  your 
majesty  hath  obliged  yourself  by  particular 
treaties  to  contribute,  we  humbly  beseech  your 
majesty,  that  you  will  be  pleastd  to  take  effec- 
tual care,  that  your  allies  do  perform  their 
parts  stipulated  by  those  treaties ; and  that 
your  majesty  will,  for  the  future,  no  otherwise 
furnish  troops,  or  pay  subsidies,  than  in  pro- 
portion to  what  your  allies  shall  actually  fur- 
nish nnd  pay.  When  this  justice  is  dune  to 
your  mnjesty,  and  to  your  people,  there  is  no- 
thing which  your  Commons  will  not  cbearfully 
grant,  towards  supporting  your  majesty  in  the 
cause  in  which  you  are  engaged.  And  what- 
ever farther  shall  appear  to  be  necessary  for 
carrying  on  the  war,  either  at  sea  or  laud,  we 
will  ’ effectually  enable  your  majesty  to  bear 
your  reasonable  share  of  any  such  expence, 
and  will  spare  no  supplies  which  your  sub- 
jects are  able  with  their  utmost  efforts,  to  af- 
ford. 

“ After  having  enquired  into,  nnd  considered 
the  State  of  the  War,  in  which,  the  part  yoor 
majesty  has  borne,  appears  to  have  been  not 
only  superior  to  that  of  any  one  ally,  but  even 
equal  to  that  of  the  whole  confederacy  ; your 
Commons  naturally  inclined  to  hope,  that  they 
should  find,  care  had  been  taken  of  securing 
some  particular  advantages  to  Britain,  in  the 
terms  of  a future  pence;  such  as  might  afford 
a prospect  of  making  the  nation  amends  in 
time  for  that  immense  treasure  which  has  been 
expended,  and  those  heavy  debts  which  have 
been  contracted  in  the  course  of  so  long  and 
burdensome  a war.  This  reasonable  expec- 
tation could  no  way  have  been  better  answered, 
than  by  tome  provision  made  for  the  farther 
security,  and  the  great  improvement,  of  the 
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commerce  of  Great-Britain  : but  we  find  our- 
selves so  very  far  disappointed  in  these  hopes, 
that,  in  a Treaty  not  lung  since  concluded  be- 
tween your  majesty  and  the  Stated-General, 
under  a colour  of  a mutual  guaranty  given  for 
two  points  of  the  greatest  importance  to  both 
nations,  the  Succession  and  the  Barrier,  it  ap- 
pears, the  iutcrest  of  Great-Britain  hath  been 
not  only  neglected,  but  sacrificed ; and  that 
several  articles  in  the  said  treaty  are  destructive 
to  the  trade  and  welfare  of  this  kingdom,  and 
therefore  highly  dishonourable  to  your  majesty. 

“ Your  Commons  observe,  in  the  first  place, 
that  several  towns  and  places  are,  by  virtue  of 
this  treaty,  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
Stntes-General  ; particularly  Newport,  Den- 
dermond,  and  the  Castle  of  Ghent ; which  can, 
in  no  sense  he  looked  upon  as  a part  of  a bar- 
rier against  France  ; but,  being  the  Keys  of  the 
^Netherlands  towards  Britain,  must  make  the 
trade  ol  your  majesty’s  subjects  in  those  parts 
precarious ; and  whenever  the  Suites  think  fit, 
totally  exclude  them  from  it.  The  pretended 
necessity  of  putting  these  places  into  the  hands 
of  the  States-General,  in  order  to  secure  to 
them  a communication  with  their  Barrier,  roust 
appear  vain  and  gr  Mindless  : for  the  sove- 
reignty of  the  Low-Countries  being  not  to 
remain  to  an  enemy,  but  to  a friend  and  an 
ally,  that  communication  must  be  always 
secure  and  uninterrupted:  besides  that,  in 
case  of  a rupture,  or  an  attack,  the  States  have 
full  liberty  allowed  them  to  take  possession  of 
all  the  Spanish  Netherlands,  and  therefore 
needed  no  particular  stipulation  for  the  towns 
abovementioned. 

“ Having  taken  notice  of  this  concession 
made  to  the  States-General  for  seizing  upon  the 
whole  ten  provinces,  we  cannot  but  observe  to 
your  majesty,  that,  in  the  manner  this  article 
is  framed,  it  is  another  dangerous  circumstance 
-which  attends  this  treaty  : for,  had  such  a pro- 
vision been  coufined  to  the  case  of  an  apparent 
attack  from  France  only,  the  n vowed  design  of 
this  treaty  had  been  fulfilled,  and  your  ma- 
jesty’s instructions  to  your  amhasmdor  had 
been  pursued : but  this  necessary  restriction 
hath  been  omitted  ; and  the  same  liberty  is 
granted  to  the  States  to  take  possession  of  all 
the  Netherlands,  whenever  they  shall  think 
themselves  attacked  by  any  other  neighbouring 
nation,  as  when  they  shall  be  in  danger  from 
France  ; so  that,  if  it  should  at  any  time 
happen  (which  your  Commons  are  very  unwil- 
ling to  suppose)  that  they  should  quarrel  even 
with  your  majesty,  the  riches,  strength,  and 
advantageous  situation  of  these  countries  may 
be  made  use  of  against  yourself,  without  whose 
generous  and  powerful  assistance  they  had 
never  been  conquered. 

“ To  return  to  those  ill  consequences,  which 
relate  to  the  trade  of  your  kingdoms,  we  beg 
leave  to  observe  to  your  majesty,  that  though 
this  treaty  revives  and  renders  your  majesty  a 
party  to  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  articles 
of  the  treaty  of  Munster,  by  virtue  of  which, 
tha  impositions  upon  all  goods  and  merchan- 


dises brought  into  the  Spanish  Low  Conntnn 
by  the  sen,  are  to  equal  tnose  laid  on  goods  and 
merchandises  imported  by  the  Scheldt,  and  the 
canals  of  Sass  and  Swyn,  and  other  mouths  of 
the  sea  adjoining  ; yet  no  care  is  taken  to  pre- 
serve that  equality  upon  the  exportation  of 
those  goods  out  of  the  Spanish  Provinces,  into 
those  countries  and  places,  which,  by  virtue  of 
this  treaty,  are  to  be  in  the  possession  of  the 
States.  The  consequence  of  which  most  ia 
time  be,  and  your  Commons  are  informed,  that 
in  some  instances  it  has  already  proved  to  be 
the  case,  that  the  impositions  upon  goods  car- 
ried into  those  couni  ries  and  places  by  the 
subjects  of  the  States- General,  will  betaken  an, 
whilst  those  upon  the  goods  imported  by  yoor 
majesty’s  subjects  remain:  by  which  means 
Great-Britain  will  entirely  lose  this  most  benefi- 
cial branch  of  trade,  which  it  has  been  in  ad  agts 
possessed  of,  even  from  the  time  when  tb»* 
countries  were  governed  by  the  House  of  Bur- 
gundy, one  of  the  most  ancient,  as  well  as  Mae 
most  useful  allies  to  the  Crown  of  England. 

4t  With  regard  to  the  other  dominions 
territories  of  Spain,  your  uiaji-stT’s  subjeos 
liave  always  been  distinguished  in  their  com- 
merce with  them,  and,  both  by  ancient  treaties 
and  an  uninterrupted  custom,  have  etij  »yri 
greater  privileges  and  immunities  oftrade,  than 
either  the  Hollanders,  or  any  oilier  nat>>* 
whatsoever.  And  that  wise  aim  net  Heat 
Treaty  of  the  Grand  Alliance  proviuo  etoec- 
tually  for  the  security  #nd  continuance  of  die* 
valuable  privileges  to  Britain,  in  such  a manner, 
as  that  each  nation  might  be  left  at  the  tad  of 
the  war  upon  the  same  foot  as  it  s-ooj  at  the 
commencement  of  it.  But  this  Treaty  we  no» 
complain  of,  instead  of  confirming  y »ur  sub- 
jects rights,  surrenders  and  destroys  them  : for, 
although  by  the  10th  and  17th  art  cles  of  tte 
treaty  of  Munster,  made  between  his  Calhoiic 
majesty  and  the  States-General,  all  advantage > 
of  trade  are  stipulated  tor,  and  granted  to  me 
Hollanders,  equal  to  what  the  English  eujoyed : 
yet,  the  Crown  of  England  not  being  a party 
to  that  treaty,  the  subjects  of  Euglaud  bare 
never  submitted  to  those  articles  *»f  it,  nor  eua 
the  Spaniards  themselves  ever  observed  thro* : 
but  this  treaty  revives  those  articles  in  preju- 
dice of  Great-Britain,  and  makes  your  majesty 
a party  to  them,  and  even  a guarantee  to  t*c 
States-General  for  privileges  against  your  own 
people. 

4i  In  how  deliberate  and  extraordinary  * 
manner  your  majesty’s  ambassador  consented 
to  deprive  your  subjects  of  their  ancient  rights, 
and  your  majesty  of  the  power  of  procuring  t® 
them  any  new  advantage,  most  evidently  ap- 
pears from  his  own  letters,  which,  by  your  ma- 
jesty’s directions,  have  been  laid  before  your 
Commons : for,  when  matters  of  advautag*  to 
your  majesty  and  to  your  kingdom  had  been 
offered,  as  / proper  to  be  made  parts  of  ih» 
treaty,  they  were  refused  to  be  admitted  by  the 
States-General,  upon  this  reason  and  principle, 
that  nothing  foreign  to  the  guaranties  of  the 
Succession  and  of  the  Barrier,  should  beminjltd 
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inch  them  ; notwithstanding  which,  the  States 
General  had  no  sooner  received  notice  of  a 
treaty  of  commerce  concluded  between  your 
majesty  and  the  present  emperor,  but  they  de- 
sarted  from  the  role  proposed  before,  and  in- 
listed  upon  the  article  of  which  your  Commons 
low  complain,  which  article  your  majesty’s  am- 
bassador allowed  of,  although  equally  foreign 
» the  Succession,  or  the  Barrier;  and  although 
le  had,  for  that  reason,  departed  from  other 
uticles,  which  would  have  been  for  the  service 
>f  his  own  country. 

u We  have  forborne  to  trouble  your  ina- 
esty  with  general  observations  upon  this 
Treaty,  as  it  relates  to,  and  affects  the  empire, 
tod  other  parts  of  Europe.  The  mischiefs 
vbicli  arise  from  it  to  Great- Britain,  arc  what 
«nly  we  have  presumed  humbly  to  represent  to 
fou.  As  they  are  very  evident  and  very  great, 
iedas  it  appears,  that  the  lord  viscount  Towns- 
icud  had  not  any  orders  or  authority  for  coll- 
iding several  of  those  articles  which  are  most 
irejudicial  to  your  majesty’s  subjects,  we 
bought  we  could  do  no  less  than  declare  your 
ail  ambassador,  who  negociated  and  signed, 
m»i  all  others  who  advised  the  ratifying  of  this 
Treaty,  enemies  to  your  majesty  and  your 
.in»dum. 

“ Upon  these  faithful  informations  and  ad- 
ices  from  your  Commons,  we  assure  ourselves, 
our  majesty,  in  your  great  goodness  to  your 
itoj  le,  will  rescue  them  from  those  evils,  which 
he  private  counsels  of  ill-designing  men  have 
xpjsed  them  to  ; and  that,  in  your  great  wis- 
lom,  yoa  will  find  some  means  for  the  explain- 
ing and  amending  the  several  articles  of  this 
reaty,  so  as  that  they  may  consist  with  the 
nterest  of  Great-Britain,  and  with  a real  and 
«Ung  friendship  between  your  majesty  and  the 
Utea-Generul/'* 


* u Nothing  could  more  amply  justify  the 
roceedings  of  the  queen  and  her  ministers,  for 
*o  years  past,  than  this  famous  Representa- 
ion ; the  unbiassed  wisdom  of  the  nation,  after 
he  strictest  inquiry,  confirming  those  facts  upon 
'hich  her  majesty’s  counsels  were  grounded ; 
nd  many  persons,  who  were  before  inclined 
n believe  that  the  allies  and  the  late  ministry 
ad  bf  cn  too  much  loaded  by  the  malice,  mis- 
?presentations,  or  ignorance  of  writers,  were 
ow  fully  convinced  of  their  mistake  by  so 
reat  an  authority.  Upon  this  occasion  I cau- 
forbear  doing  justice  to  Mr.  St.John,  who 
■id  been  Secretary  of  War,  for  several  years, 
oderthe  former  administration,  where  he  had 
advantage  of  observing  how  affairs  were 
managed  both  at  home  and  abroad.  He  was 
ne  of  thnse  who  shared  in  the  present  Trea- 
ter’s fortune,  resigning  up  his  employment 
l die  same  time ; and  upon  that  minister’s  be- 
‘ga*ain  takeu  into  favour,  this  gentleman  was 
time  after  made  Secretary  of  State.  There 
e began  afresh,  by  the  opportunities  of  his 
tatum,  to  look  into  past  Miscarriages ; and, 
1 the  force  of  an  extraordinary  genius,  and 
pplication  to  public  affairs,  joined  with  an  in-  j 
VOL.  VI. 


The  Queen’ * Antwcr.]  Her  majesty  gave 
tliis  Answer: 

“ This  Representation  is  a farther  instance 
of  that  dutiful  affection  to  my  service,  and  con- 
cern for  the  public  interest,  which  this  House 
of  Commons  has  always  shewn. — You  may  be 
assured  that  I will  give  such  orders  as  shall 
effectually  answer  what  you  desire  of  me  in 
every  particular/' 

Specific  Explanation  of  the  Offert  of  France 
for  a Oeneral  Peace.]  The  trench  plenipo- 
tentiaries at  the  Congress  of  Utrecht,  did  about 
this  time  deliver  their  Proposals  in  writing,  us 
follows  : 

A Specific  Explanation  of  the  Offers  of 
France  for  a General  Peace,  to  the  Satis- 
faction of  all  the  Parties  concerned  in  the 
present  War. 

“ The  king  whl  acknowledge  at  llie  signing 
of  the  Peace,  the  queen  of  Great  Britain  lit 
that  quality,  as  also  the  Succession  of  that 
crown  according  to  the  present  settlement, 
and  in  the  manner  her  Britannic  majesty  shall 
please. — Iiis  majesty  will  cause  all  the  fortifi- 
cations of  Dunkirk  to  be  demolished  imme- 
diately after  the  Peace,  provided  an  equivalent 
be  given  him  to  his  satisfaction. — The  island  of 
St.  Christopher,  Hudson’s  bay  and  strait  of 
that  name,  shall  be  yielded  up  entire  to  Greut 
Britain  ; and  Acadia,  with  Port  Royal  and  the 
Fort,  shall  be  restored  entire  to  his  majesty. — 
i As  to  the  island  of  Newfoundland,  the  king 
offers  to  yield  up  that  also  to  Great  Britain, 
reserving  only  to  himself  the  fort  of  Placentia, 
and  the  right  of  catching  and  drying  fish,  as 
before  the  war. 

“ It  shall  be  agreed  to  make  a Treaty  of 
Commerce  before  or  after  the  Peace,  ns  Eng- 
land shall  choose,  the  conditions  of  which  shall 
be  made  as  equal  between  the  two  nations  as 
they  can  possibly. 

u The  king  will  consent  at  the  signing  the 
Peace,  that  the  Spanish  Netherlands,  which 
are  given  over  to  the  Elector  of  Bavaria  by 
the  king  of  Spain,  shall  serve  for  a Barrier  to 
the  United  Provinces;  and  to  augment  it,  be 
will  joiu  thereto  Fumes  and  the  Furner-Am- 
bacht  or  district,  Knock,  Ypres,  and  the  castel- 
lany  of  Mcnin,  with  its  virge : In  exchange,  his 
majesty  demands  to  form  the  Barrier  of  France, 
Aire,  St.  Venant,  Betbune,  Douay,  and  their 
dependancies. 

“ If  the  States-Genernl  are  desirous  to  keep 
garrisons  in  the  fortified  towns  of  the  Hamer 
so  formed  of  the  dominions  transferred  to  his 
Electoral  Highness,  and  of  w hat  France  adds 
thereto  of  its  own,  his  majesty  consents,  that 
they  shall  put  tbeir  troops  into  them  in  as 

vincible  eloquence,  laid  open  the  scene  of  Mis- 
carriages and  Corruptions  through  the  whole 
course  of  the  war,  in  so  evident  a manner,  that 
the  House  of  Commons  seemed  principally  di- 
rected in  their  resolutions,  upon  this  inquiry, 
by  his  information  and  advice/’  Swilt’s  Four 
list  Years. 

4 B 


1107]  PARL-  HISTORY,  10  Anne,  1712. — MoticM  against  (he  French  Offers.  [11® 


great  number  as  they  please;  and  besides,  that 
they  shall  be  maintained  at  the  expence  of  the 
country. 

“ In  consideration  of  this  cession,  and  of 
this  consent,  the  king  on  his  side  demands,  as 
an  equivalent  for  the  demolishing  of  Dunkirk, 
the  towns  and  citadels  of  Lisle  and  Tournay, 
with  their  castellancies  and  dependencies. 

“ The  Barrier  thus  regulated  between  France 
and  the  States- General,  the  king  will  grant  for 
augmenting  the  commerce  of  their  subjects, 
svliat  is  stipulated  by  the  treaty  of  Ryswick, 
and  the  advantageous  tariff  of  16t>4,  with  an 
exception  only  of  si*  sorts  of  merchandize 
which  shall  be  agreed  on,  and  whicb  shall  be 
charged  with  the  same  duties  that  are  paid  at 
tliis  time;  ns  also  the  exemption  of  53  sols  per 
ton  on  the  Dutch  shipping  that  come  into 
France  from  the  United  Provinces  and  foreign 
countries. 

“ As  to  the  commerce  of  Spain  and  the  In- 
dies, the  king  will  engage  not  only  to  the 
Stntes-General,  but  likewise  to  her  Britannic 
majesty,  and  to  all  the  other  potentates,  by 
virtue  of  the  power  he  has  in  this  particular, 
that  the  said  commerce  shall  be  allowed  ex- 
actly, and  carried  on  in  the  very  same  manner 
ns  it  was,  under  the  reign,  and  till  the  death  of 
Charles  2 ; and  will  promise,  that  the  French 
shall  submit,  ns  all  the  other  nations,  to  the 
ancient  laws  and  regulations  made  by  the  kings 
his  catholic  majesty’s  predecessors,  with  re- 
spect to  the  commerce  and  navigation  in  the 
Spanish  Indies. 

“ His  majesty  further  consents,  that  all  the 
potentates  of  Europe  may  enter  into  the  gua- 
ranty of  this  promise.  His  majesty  promises, 
that  the  king  his  grandson  shall  renounce,  for 
the  sake  of  the  peace,  nil  pretensions  to  the 
kingdoms  of  Naples  and  Sardinia,  as  well  ns 
to  the  duchy  of  Milan;  in  whose  name  he  will 
consent,  that  the  part  of  that  duchy  which  is 
made  over  to  the  duke  of  Savoy,  shall  remain 
to  his  royal  highness:  provided  that  in  consi- 
deration of  this  cession,  the  House  of  Austria 
do  in  like  manner  desist  from  all  pretensions 
to  the  other  parts  of  the  monarchy  of  Spain, 
from  whence  that  House  shall  withdraw  their 
troops  immediately  after  the  Peace. 

“The  frontiers  on  both  sides  upon  the  Rhine, 
shall  he  settled  on  the  same  condition  as  they 
were  before  the  present  w ar. 

“ In  consideration  of  all  the  terms  above 
specified,  the  king  demands  that  the  electors 
of  Culogn  and  Bavaria  shall  be  re-established 
in  the  full  and  entire  possession  of  their  domi- 
nions, dignities,  prerogatives,  goods  moveable 
and  immoveable,  which  they  enjoyed  before 
this  present  war : and  reciprocally,  his  ma- 
jesty will  recognize  in  Germany  and  Prussia, 
nil  the  titles  which  he  has  not  yet  acknow- 
ledged. 

“ The  king  will  restore  to  the  duke  of  Savoy 
what  he  has  taken  from  him  during  this  war  ; 
as  in  like  manner  his  royal  highness  shall  re- 
store to  him  what  he  has  takcu  from  France ; 
so  that  the  limits  on  both  sides  ihall  be 


the  same  they  were  before  the  declaration  of 

war. 

“ All  things  as  to  Portugal  shall  be  re-esta- 
blished, and  remain  on  the  same  foot  in  Eu- 
rope, that  they  were  before  the  present  war,  as 
well  with  regard  to  France  as  to  Spain  ; and  as 
to  the  dominions  that  crown  hath  in  America, 
if  there  be  any  differences  to  settle,  endeavour* 
shall  he  used  to  agree  them  amicably. 

“ The  king  will  consent  freely,  and  bvna fide, 
to  take,  in  concert  with  the  allies,  all  the  most 
just  measures,  for  hindering  the  crowns  of 
France  and  Spain  from  being  ever  united  on 
the  siune  head;  that  is  to  say,  that  one  and 
the  same  prince  shall  never  be  at  once  king 
of  both. 

“ All  preceding  treaties,  that  is,  those  of 
Munster,  and  others  that  have  been  made 
since,  shall  be  repeated  and  confirmed,  to  re- 
mnin  in  their  force  and  virtue  ; excepting  only 
such  articles,  from  which  the  Treaty  of  Peace 
now  to  be  made  shall  derogate,  or  alter  some- 
thing. (Signed)  “ Uuxelles.” 

These  Proposals  of  France  were  entertained 
with  so  universal  an  indignation,  that  it  wen: 
near  to  reconcile  the  two  contending  parties; 
both  Whig  and  Tory  suspending  and  silencing 
iheir  inveterate  feuds,  and  joining  to  exclaim 
against  the  haughtiness  of  the  common  enemy; 
w ho  even  when  he  lay  gasping  for  life,  seemed 
to  dictate  to  the  conquerors. 

Lord  Halifax's  Motion  thereon.]  The  lord 
Halifax  made  a motion  in  the  House  of  JLords, 
on  the  15th  of  February,  for  presenting  an 
Address  to  the  queen,  about  the  Specific  Offers 
of  France,  which  his  lordship  called,  ‘ trifling, 
‘ arrogant,  and  injurious  to  her  majesty  and 
‘ her  allies.’  He  was  seconded  by  several  peers 
of  both  parties,  who  said,  in  snbstaoce,  “That 
those  propositions  ought  to  be  rejected  with 
the  utmost  indignation,  that  it  plainly  appeared 
France  had  no  other  design  in  view  than  to 
amuse  and  divide  the  allies ; and  in  particular, 
that  it  was  derogatory  to  her  majesty’s  bonoor, 
to  enter  into  any  negociation  with  that  crown, 
before  ber  majesty’s  just  title  was  acknow- 
ledged.’' Some  endeavours  were  used  to  ad- 
journ the  debate  to  the  Monday  following,  or, 
at  least,  to  the  next  day ; by  suggesting,  “ That 
the  Oilers  that  were  handed  about,  having  yet 
no  other  authority  than  their  being  inserted  m 
the  Holland  Gazettes,  might  not  he  genuine; 
and  therefore  the  Lords  ought  not  to  take  ary 
notice  of  them,  till  such  bine  as  the  queen  bad 
communicated  them  to  the  House.”  But  this, 
and  other  arguments  were  over-ruled,  and  it 
was  resolved,  without  dividing,  to  address  ber 
majesty. 

The  Lords’  Address  thereon.]  A committee 
was  thereupon  appointed  to  draw  up  that  Ad- 
dress, which,  the  same  day,  was  reported  and 
agreed  to,  and,  by  the  whole  House,  presented 
uext  day  to  the  queen,  ns  follows : 

“ Most  gracious  Sovereign ; We  your  ma- 
jesty’s most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Lords 
spiritual  and  temporal  in  parliament  assembled, 
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teg  leave  humbly  to  represent  to  your  majesty 
be  just  indignation  of  this  House,  at  the  dis- 
■ooourable  treatment  of  your  majesty  by 
■ranee,  in  haring  proposed  to  acknowledge 
four  majesty’s  title  to  these  realms  no  sooner 
han  when  the  peace  shall  be  signed.  And 
ve  cannot  forbear  expressing  our  utmost  re- 
«en  ttuent  at  she  terms  of  peace  offered  to  your 
majesty  and  your  allies  by  the  plenipotentiaries 
of  France:  And  we  do  with  the  greatest  zeal 
and  affection,  assure  your  majesty,  that  this 
House  will  stand  by,  and  assist  your  majesty 
with  our  lives  and  fortunes  in  carrying  on  this 
w»r,  in  conjunction  with  your  allies,  till  a sate 
anil  honourable  peace  can  he  obtained  for  your 
majesty  and  yourallies.”* 

The  Queen's  Answer .]  The  queen  gave  this 
Answer : 

“ My  Lords  ; I return  you  my  hearty  thanks 
for  the  zeal  you  express  for  my  honour,  and  for 
the  assurance  you  give  of  supporting  me.” 

The  Place  Bill  rejected  by  the  Lords.]  On 
the  29th  of  February,  the  Lords  read  the  second 
time  the  Bill  tram  the  Commons,  for  securing 
the  Freedom  of  Parliaments,  by  limiting  the 
number  of  Officers  sitting  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons: Which  being  committed  to  a Commit- 
tee of  the  whole  House,  their  lordships  imme- 
diately resolved  themselves  into  that  Commit- 
tee ; and  after  a debate  which  lasted  till  nine 
o’clock  in  the  evening,  the  question  being  put, 
Whether  the  said  Bill  should  pass  1 It  was 
carried  in  the  negative,  by  five  or  six  voices  : 
Some  Peers,  who  were  said  tn  be  for  the  bill, 
being  absent,  and  not  having  left  their  proxies. 

Volet  against  the  Election  of  Mr.  Robert 
Walpole.]  March  6.  The  Commons  took 
into  consideration  the  merits  of  the  Petition  of 
Samuel  Taylor,  esq.  and  of  the  freemen  and 
burghers  of  the  borough  of  King’s-Lynn,  in  the 
county  of  Norfolk,  against  the  election  of 
Robert  Walpole,  esq.  and  a motion  being  made, 
and  the  question  put,  that  counsel  be  called,  it 
passed  in  the  negati.e.  Then  the  writ  for 
electing  a burgess  for  the  said  borough,  in  the 
room  of  Robert  Walpole,  esq.  expelled  the 
House,  and  also  the  sheriff'  of  Norfolk’s  pre- 
cept thereupon,  and  the  indenture  of  the  re- 
turn between  the  said  Sheriff  aitd  the  Mayor 
and  burgesses  of  live  said  Borough  were  read: 
After  which  it  was  resolved,  * 1.  That  Robert 
Walpole  having  been,  this  session  of  parlia- 
ment, committed  a prisoner  to  the  Tower  of 

• “ Feb.  16.  The  Lords  hove  voted  an  Ad- 
dress to  the  queen,  to  tell  her  they  nre  not 
satisfied  with  the  king  of  France’s  Offers.  The 
Whigs  brought  it  in  of  a sudden : and  the 
court  could  not  prevent  it,  and  therefore  did 
not  oppose  it.  The  House  of  Lords  is  too 
strong  in  Whigs,  notwithstanding  the  new 
creations : for  they  are  very  diligent,  und  the 
Tories  are  lazy  ; the  side  that  is  down  has 
always  most  uidustry:  The  Whigs  intended 
to  have  made  a vote,  that  would  rellect  on 
the  Lord  Treasurer : but  their  project  was  not 
ripe."  Swift’s  Journal. 


London,  and  expelled  this  House,  for  an  high 
breach  of  trust  in  the  execution  of  his  office, 
and  notorious  Corruption  when  Secretary  at 
War,  was,  and  is  incapable  of  being  elected  u 
member  to  serve  in  parliament.  2.  That 
Samuel  Taylor  is  not  duly  elected  a burgess 
to  serve  in  this  present  parliament  for  the 
borough  of  King’s-Lynn.  3.  That  the  late 
Election  for  a burgess  tn  serve  in  this  present 
Parliament  for  the  said  borough  of  King’s- 
Lynn  is  a void  election:”  And  thereupon  it  wns 
ordered,  ‘‘That  Mr.  Speaker  do  issue  his  warrant 
to  the  clerk  of  the  crown,  to  make  out  a new 
writ  for  the  electing  a burgess  for  King’s-Lynn, 
in  the  room  of  Robert  Walpole.” 

SrcoND  Report  op  the  Commissioners  of 
Pi  r lic  Accoikts — Revenue  of  Scot  land — - 
Public  Munir  i unaccounted  for — Mr.  Walpole's 
Accounts.] — March  17.  The  Second  Report  of 
the  Commissioners  cf  Public  Accounts  was 
laid  before  the  House,  as  follows : 

“ Your  Commissioners  here  humbly  present 
a State  of  the  Receipts  and  Issues  of  ynrrr  ma- 
jesty's Exchequer,  from  the  feast  of  St.  Michael 
1710,  tn  the  feast  of  Sc.  Michael  1711,  taken 
from  the  Returns  made  to  them  by  the  several 
officers  concerned  in  the  management  of  the 
public  Revenue ; to  which  they  beg  leave  ta 
add  their  Observations  on  some  Matters  of 
Fact,  that  hare  appeared  to  them  in  the  pro- 
secution of  their  enquiries. 

“ They  do  not  presume  to  urge  any  reasons 
for  their  not  having  made  a greater  progress, 
because  they  humbly  hope  the  House  will  be- 
lieve their  utmost  application  hath  not  been 
wanting.  But  they  take  liberty  to  repeat 
what  they  formerly  mentioned,  that  the  whole 
Accouuts  of  the  Army  (which  is  the  greatest  t 
branch  of  the  public  expence)  are  not  yet  de- 
livered to  them ; though,  ns  they  are  assured 
bjr  the  pay-master  of  the  forces  abroad,  all 
dispatch  is  used  in  preparing  those  accounts  ; 
and  your  Commissioners  cannot  effectually  en- 
quire into  the  Mismanagements  of  the  Army 
which  they  have  in  view,  till  those  Accounts 
are  completely  brought  before  them,  and  till 
they  shall  have  compared  the  several  facts  w ith 
the  particular  Articles  relating  to  them:  for  it 
is  from  thence  they  will  he  ahie  to  draw'  the 
best  and  truest  observations,  and  to  form  the 
justest  ami  most  exact  representations. 

“ Your  Commissioners  conceive  it  not  im- 
proper to  begin  this  Report  with  the  Revenue 
of  Scotland,  because  some  Facts  of  consequence, 
and,  in  their  opinion,  highly  deserving  the  con- 
sideration nf  the  House,  have  occurred  to  them 
in  the  examination  thereof. 

“ But,  before  they  offer  their  Observations, 
they  must  take  notice  ol  u very  muterial  cir- 
cumstance relating  to  this  Revenue;  which  is, 
that  they  cannot  find  any  Commission  for  con- 
stituting Lords-Commissioncrs  of  the  Treasury 
there,  from  the  time  of  her  majesty’s  accession 
to  the  throne,  till  after  the  Union;  the  last 
commission  before  the  Union,  bearing  date  tlie 
30th  of  January  1C9C.— By  an  act  of  parlia- 
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inent  passed  in  Scotland,  October  the  9th, 
1096,  >t  is,  amongst  other  things,  enacted, 
‘ That  no  Commission  civil  or  military,  shall 
‘ become  void  by  the  death  of  the  king,  but 
‘ that  the  same  shall  continue  in  force  the  space 
‘ of  six  months,  unless  recalled  by  the  next 
‘ successor.'  On  the  death  of  king  William,  a 
Proclamation  was  issued,  by  which  all  officers 
civil  and  military,  were  authorised  and  required 
to  act  ill  all  things  conformable  to  the  last 
commissions  and  instructions  they  had  from  his 
late  majesty,  till  new  Commissions  from  the 
queen  could  be  prepared  and  sent  dawn  to 
them. 

“ Some  time  after  this,  new  commissions 
were  sent  down  appointing  all  the  officers 
civil  and  military  in  Scotland,  except  only  those 
for  the  Treasury,  for  which  no  commission  was 
granted  by  her  majesty  till  the  23d  of  June 
1707.  But  we  must  observe  that  by  the  usage 
of  Scotland,  when  any  alteration  is  made  iu  the 
Treasury,  it  is  not  tione  bv  renewing  the  com- 
mission, as  here  in  England,  but  by  a letter  from 
the  crown.  And  her  majesty  was  pleased  to 
make  so  many  alterations,  that  the  nmjor  part 
of  the  commissioners  were  changed  within  the 
time  of  her  accession  to  the  throne,  and  that 
of  the  Union,  by  letters  in  the  form  following  : 

“ ‘ Whereas  we  have  resolved  to  appoint  A. 
‘ B.  to  be  one  of  the  Commissioners  of  our 

* Treasury,  these  are  therefore  to  authorize  and 

* require  you,  to  admit  and  receive  him  as  one 
‘ of  your  number  ; hereby  giving  and  granting 
‘ to  him  the  same  power  and  authority,  with 
‘ all  privileges  and  immunities  whatsoever,  that 
‘ ore  or  have  been  competent  to  any  other  Com- 
‘ missioner  of  Treasury,  and  declaring  these 
‘ presents  to  be  for  his  admission,  of  as  full 
‘ force,  strength  and  effect,  as  if  he  had  been 
‘ nominated  and  appointed  in,  and  by  our  Com- 

* mission  granted  to  you  under  our  Great- 
‘ Seal,  whereanent  we  linvc  thought  fit  to  dis- 

* pense.’ 

“ From  whence  it  is  observable,  that  the 
whole  public  Revenue  of  Scotland  was  for 
some  time  left  without  any  legal  direction  or 
government.  For  the  commission  of  king  Wil- 
liam could  be  continued  by  virtue  of  the  net  of 
parliament,  no  lenger  in  force  than  six  months, 
nor  by  the  proclamation,  any  longer  than  till 
her  majesty's  signing  the  first  letter,  after  the 
expiration  of  the  six  months  : forthewords,  ‘ As 
‘ if  he  had  been  nominated  and  appointed  in 
‘ and  by  our  commission  granted  to  you  under 
‘ our  Great  Seal,’  stem  to  determine  the  effect 
of  that  proclamation,  and  suppose  q commission 
granted  by  her  majesty.  But,  allowing  the 
first  letter  was  not  a total  repeal  of  king  Wil- 
liam's commission,  and  only  a repeal  in  part ; 
yet  it  must  be  admitted,  that  as  soon  as  her 
majesty  had  added  a majority  of  new  commis- 
sioners, or  so  many  as  being  joined  with  the 
lesser  number  ofthe  old,  would  make  a majority, 
then  the  old  commission  wps  superseded  and 
the  Treasury  under  a new  (if  nny)  adminis- 
tration. 

“ Notv,  your  Commissioners  are  humbly  of 
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opinion,  that  these  letters  referring  to  a palest 
which  was  never  in  being  wanted  a foontiaiiss, 
and  cauld  by  no  construction  of  law  ever  hate 
any  operation  or  effect ; and  that  those,  wbo, 
under  colour  of  them,  were  admitted  into  the 
Treasury,  have  acted  without  authority.— fist 
we  presume  not  to  argue  how  far  then  proceed- 
ings may  be  thought  illegal,  or  whether  bet 
majesty  may  be  said  to  have  been  decaiedby 
this  neglect  or  mismanagement,  or  bow  estffi- 
sive  the  mischiefs  have  already  been,  or  say 
hereafter  be  to  Scotland,  or  how  tar  it  will 
involve  the  people  there,  who  have  been  con- 
cerned in  contracts,  leases,  purchases,  or  other- 
wise, with  the  Treasury. — But  certain  it  a, 
that  the  public  hath  been  rendered  liable  to 
many  inconvenicncies,  and  her  majesty  mist 
have  been  deceived  when  she  ordered  loans 
from  the  Treasury  of  England  to  the  Treason 
of  Scotland,  particularly  that  of  20,0001.  in  the 
ear  1706  : for  the  Treasury  of  Scotland  rot 
eing  then  (as'  we  observe)  rightly  constituted, 
could  neither  give  security  for  money  lent,  ox 
legally  make  repayment  of  it. 

“ Your  Commissioners  therefore,  with  pen 
submission,  propose  it  to  the  house,  nbedxt 
this  defect  will  not  want  the  assistance  of  toe 
legislature,  or  whether  the  present  proceeds? 
of  the  court  of  exchequer  in  Scotland,  relsing 
to  any  mismanagements  of  the  revenue  them! 
during  this  suspension  of  the  commission  asi 
legal  power  of  the  Treasury,  are  not  void ; ant 
consequently,  whether  the  judgments  grounds-.: 
upon  them  will  not  be  found  ineffectual.— Be. 
having  humbly  mentioned  this  circumstanced 
the  Treasury  of  Scotland,  we  will  proceed  ta 
the  Revenue,  and  begin  with  an  nccouot  of  tie 
loan  of  20,000/.  in  the  year  1706,  as  it  appeim 
to  us,  in  the  manner  and  by  the  evidence  W- 
iowing. 

“ We,  having  ground  to  believe,  that  con- 
siderable sums  of  public  money  had  been  sect 
from  England  to  Scotland,  when  the  id  “ 
Union  w as  under  consideration  in  the  parlia- 
ment there,  enquired  into  the  reasons  of  it : 
understanding  that  sir  David  N aim  had  been 
concerned  in  the  receipt  and  remittance  f 
20,000/.  we  examined  him  on  oath,  nad  i* 
declared  to  the  effect  following  : That  in  fif* 
he  received  the  sura  of  30,000/.  at  two  soeni 
payments,  10,000/.  on  the  17th  of  Octoixr. 
and  10,000/.  more  on  the  26tii  of  Noteobe 
following,  for  which  he  gave  two  receipts  w 
Sidney,  earl  of  Godolphin,  then  Lord-Treastar 
of  England.  That  this  money  was  leot,as  be 
declared,  by  her  majesty  to  the  Treason  si 
Scotland,  upon  a representation  from  thedulc 
of  Queensherry,  earl  of  Seafield,  carl  of  Msrr, 
earl  of  Loudon,  and  earl  of  Glasgow,  that  there 
were  deficiencies  in  the  Civil  List,  and  upon 
their  promise  that  it  should  lie  repaid,  which  it 
thinks,  was  accordingly  done  out  of  the  fqur 
valent-money  : that  be  was  empowered  by » 
letter  from  the  lords  of  the  Treasury  m best- 
land,  to  receive  that  money  here  and  to  gi«  * 
receipt  for  it,  which  he  accordingly  did  and  by 
their  direction  remitted  it  to  the  earl  of  Glw 
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w,  at  Edinburgh  ; but  knows  nothing  certain 
the  distributing  of  it,  has  heard  only,  that  it 
is  paid  to  the  lord  Twedale,  and  other  of  the 
een’s  servants. 

4i  All  which  is  confirmed  by  the  earl  of 
lasgow,  who,  in  return  to  a Precept  of  your 
numissioners,  after  giving  a particular  account 
the  distributing  of  the  20,000/.  in  Scotland, 
dares  on  oath,  (to  use  his  own  words)  That 
consisted  with  his  own  proper  knowledge, 
at  12,325/.  were  paid  back  after  the  Union 
the  earl  of  Godolphin,  then  Lord-Treasurer: 

“ But  your  Commissioners  finding  no  mention 
the  receipt  of  this  sum  of  12,325/.  or  of  the 
her  remaining  part  of  the  20,000/.  in  the 
indicates,  or  books  of  the  exchequer,  were 
nvvilhng  to  make  any  representation  of  the 
ict  till  they  had  given  the  earl  of  Godolphin 
a opportunity  of  declaring  what  he  knew  of 
us  Loan  to  Scotland,  and  on  some  questions 
reposed  to  his  lordship  relating  thereunto,  he 
aa*le  the  underwritten  Deposition. 

“ * The  right  honourable  the  earl  of  Godol- 
phin  being  sworn,  deposeth,  That  he  had 
the  queen’s  commands  in  the  year  1706,  or 
thereabouts,  when  the  kingdoms  of  England 
and  Scotland  were  separate,  to  ,lend  to  the 
Treasury  of  St  otland,  the  sum  (as  he  thinks) 
of  20,000/.  that  lie  cannot  recollect  whether 
any  part  of  it  was  repaid,  but  that  he  under- 
: stood  it  was  to  be  employed  for  her  majesty’s 
; secret  service  in  Scotland.  Godolphin. 

‘ Jurat  25  Feb.  1711-12: 

“ The  day  after  this  deposition  was  made, 
his  lordship  transmitted  the  following  Letter  to 
your  Commissioners : 

4 Gentlemen,  Feb.  25, 1711-12. 

1 In  pursuance  of  what  I said  to  you  yes- 

* terday  at  your  board,  1 have  endeavoured  to 

* recollect  myself  as  well  as  1 am  able  upon  the 
4 subject  you  mentioned  tome,  and  do  believe, 

‘ that  t2,000/.  or  thereabouts,  * was  repaid  to 
4 the  queen  by  her  servants  of  Scotland,  and  to 
4 the  best  of  my  remembrance,  they  prevailed 

4 with  her  majesty  not  to  require  the  remainder  ! 
4 of  the  20,000/.  from  them.  I am,  &C.  Go- 
4 dolpuin.* 

P.  S.  ‘ When  I said  yesterday,  that  1 under- 
4 stood  this  money  was  to  be  made  use  of  for 
1 the  queen’s  secret  service  in  Scotland,  I only 
4 meant  that  I thought  so,  but  was  uot  certain 
‘ of  it. 

“ Your  Commissioners,  after  the  receipt  of 
•hi?  Letter,  gave  the  earl  of  Godolphin  the 
trouble  otVcoming  to  them  a second  time,  and 
'hen  his  lordship  was  pleased  to  make  another 
Deposition  in  these  terms  : 

4 The  right  honourable  the  earl  of  Godol- 
* phin  being  sworn,  deposed,  That  the  12,000/. 

1 °r  thereabouts,  mentioned  in  his  lordship's 
‘tetter of  the  25th  of  February  1711-12,  to 
‘ the  Commissioners  of  Public  Accounts,  and 
t to  be  repaid,  was  not,  as  he  remembers, 

] repaid  to  hu  lordship,  nor  doth  his  lordship 
f *now  of  any  account  of  it,  nor  of  any  wnr- 
‘ for  thf  disposal  of  this  particular  sum 
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* since,  the  repayment  of  it,  to  any  person 
1 whatsoever.  Godolphin.  Jurat  3 Mar. 

‘ 1711*12.' 

“ On  a view  of  the  whole  Case  thus  stated, 
your  Commissioners  humbly  oiler  the  following 
Observations : 

“ That  it  is  plain  by  the  two  letters  from  the 
Lords  of  the  Treasury  in  Scotland,  that  this 
sum  of  20,000/.  was  not  advanced  to  them  by 
way  of  secret  service,  or  as  a gift,  but  as  a loan 
on  promise  of  repayment,  and  receipts  were 
accordingly  given  lor  it  by  their  agent  here,  but 
your  Commissioners  are  at  a loss  to  explain 
some  expressions  in  these  letters,  viz.  That 
opposers  to  the  Union  would  make  some  noise 
if  her  majesty’s  letter  was  read  in  the  Treasury, 
that  they  had  been  obliged  to  give  promises  to 
several  persons,  and,  without  the  sum  desired, 
they  would  be  disappointed,  which  might  prove 
of  bad  consequence,  that  they  would  not  have 
it  known,  that  her  majesty  lends  any  money,  &c. 
— Nor  will  we  presume  to  guess  at  the  reasons 
of  these  insinuations,  but  humbly  conceive, 
that,  if  the  money  had  been  fairly  applied  to 
the  pretended  purposes,  there  could  have  been 
no  just  occasion  for  so  much  caution  and  jea- 
lousy. 

“ But,  whatever  inducements  the  Lords  of 
the  Treasury  in  Scotland,  might  have  for  trans- 
acting this  affair  in  so  secret  a manner,  we  arc 
of  opinion  that  the  persons  employed  here  by 
her  majesty  ought  not  to  have  parted  with  the 
money,  till  her  majesty’s  letter  had  been  read 
in  the  Treasury  of  Scotland,  and  till  a proper 
security  had  passed  there  for  it. — Whereas,  it 
was  paid  on  the  receipt  of  a private  agent,  nncl 
at  the  request  of  private  persons,  for  so  wc  must 
take  leave  to  call  the  noble  lords  who  signed 
these  two  letters  to  the  earl  of  Godolphin,  be- 
cause they  could  not  sign  them  as  Lords  of  the 
Treasury  ; for,  the  earl  of  Marr  was  never  in  * 
this  commission,  and  the  earl  of  Loudon  had 
for  some  time  been  removed  from  it. 

“ However,  since  the  Loud  ?vas  made  (as  ap- 
pears by  the  Depositions  on  all  hands)  it  is  to 
be  considered,  whether  the  money  was  ever  re- 
paid ; and  this  cannot  be  so  well  understood,  as 
by  comparing  the  evidence  of  the  two  noble 
lords. 

“ First,  then,  the  earl  of  Glasgow  deposes  in 
positive  and  express  terms,  That  12,325/.  was 
paid  back  to  the  earl  of  Godolphin  ; and,  in  a 
letter  to  your  Commissioners,  he  affirms,  that 
he  had  already  accounted  with  the  earl  of  Go- 
dolphin for  the  money  remitted,  from  the  1st  of 
May,  1706,  to  the  1st  of  May,  1707,  from  Eng- 
land to  Scotland;  which  evidence,  must*  be  al- 
lowed, would  at  least  have  been  sufficient  to 
charge  the  earl  of  Godolphin,  with  the  article  of 
12,325 /.  had  it  not  (in  some  measure)  been 
contradicted  by  the  earl  of  Godolphin’s  first 
deposition,  wherein,  his  lordship  is  so  far  from 
charging  himself  with  the  receipt  of  that  parti- 
cular sum,  or  with  passing  any  account  with 
the  earl  of  Glasgow  for  the  whole,  that  he  could 
not  recollect,  that  any  part  of  it  was  repaid  ; 
but  says,  that  he  understood,  it  was  to  be  cm- 
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ployed  for  her  majesty's  secret  service  in  Scot-  what  is  now  expected  from  tlicm  with  rektst 
land,  nor  is  this  variation  reconciled,  in  yonr  to  that  kingdom. 

Commissioners’  humble  opinion,  either  by  his  “ By  the  state  of  the  Crown-Rents,  exhibit! 
lordship’s  Letter  or  subsequent  Deposition.  to  your  Commissioners  from  the  barons  of  tk 

“ For  though  his  lordship  recollects  himself  exchequer,  it  appears  that  they  are  so  bordet;: 

in  his  letter,  and  says,  That  he  believes  17,000/.  with  Grants  within  these  few  years,  aad  dr 

or  thereabouts  was  repaid  to  the  queen  by  her  exorbitant  salaries  of  the  several  collectors  H 
majesty's  servants  in  Scotland,  and,  to  the  best  stewards,  that  the  greatest,  and  hy  modi  the 
of  his  remembrance,  they  prevailed  with  her  best,  pnrt  of  them  is  exhausted ; besides, as 
majesty  not  tu  require  the  remainder  of  the  worthy  observation,  that,  of  the  little  «b>di 
20,000/.  and  that  when  he  said,  he  understood  still  remains  to  the  crown,  very  considers^' 
the  money  was  for  secret  service  in  Scotland,  arrears  are  suffered  to  continue  in  ibe  nsm 
he  meant,  that  he  thought  so,  but  was  not  cer-  hands. 

tain  of  it ; yet  that  does,  in  no  sort,  confirm  or  “ The  Revenues  of  the  Bishops,  which,  sfta 
concur  with  the  evidence  of  the  earl  of  Glas-  the  subversion  of  episcopacy,  wereannesta 
gow ; but  this  letter  being  sent  only  on  a doubt-  the  crown,  are  in  a worse  state  than  the  other 
lul  recollection,  and  the  facts  contained  in  it  Crown-Rents.  For  there  are  few  signed  std 
being  offered  with  so  much  uncertainty,  your  authentic  rentals  of  the  revenues  ot  the  lad 
Commissioners  forbear  to  make  any  conclu-  Bishoprics  to  be  found  in  the  Exchequer;  acd 

sions  from  it.  such  us  are,  do  differ  in  so  many  particuim 

“ But  the  last  Deposition  seems  to  return  to  from  the  charge  the  several  collectors  do  bnn; 
the  first  contradiction  of  the  earl  of  Glasgow's  upon  themselves,  that  there  appears  no  certsa 
evidence,  for,  notwithstanding  his  lordship  rule  for  making  a charge  upon  the  said  coiltc- 
does  there  admit  the  repayment  of  the  12,0001.  tore,  not  to  ascertain  the  yearly  produce  ol  that 
or  there  abouts,  ns  mentioned  in  his  letter,  liede-  revenue. 

nies  it  was  repaid,  as  he  remembers,  to  himself,  “ There  can  be  no  controul  upon  mam  st- 
and deposes,  that  he  doth  not  know  of  any  ac-  tides  in  the  discharge  of  the  Collectors  Ac- 
count of  it,  nor  of  a warrant  for  the  disposal  of  counts;  such  ns  Grants  to  several  ltiacc, 
it,  since  the  repayment  to  any  persons  whatso-  universities  and  presbvterian  seminaries, 
ever ; which  is  absolutely  inconsistent  with  what  Allocations  by  virtue  of  the  lords  of  session! 
the  earl  of  Glasgow  mentions  in  bis  letter  con-  decrees,  for  the  augmentation  of  minister;  S- 
earning  his  passing  an  account  for  this  money ; pends  and  schoolmasters  salaries ; became  tie 
besides  the  repayment  is  supposed  by  the  earl  grants  and  rights  of  the  several  grantees  in 
of  Godolphin  to  lie  made  to  the  queen,  where-  not  duly  entered  in  the  Records  ol  the  Excbe- 
as  the  earl  of  Glasgow,  as  it  hath  heen  said,  quer,  and  the  collectors  cannot  prevent  ties 
charges  it  positively  upon  the  earl  of  Godolphin  payment  till  these  grants  and  rights  are  w 
himself.  corded,  and  the  validity  thereof  considered 

“ How  far  these  Depositions  and  Letters  Alnny  of  these  grantees  have  entered  into  pus- 
are  capable  of  being  explained  into  a consis-  session,  and  raise  the  rents  themselves,  orrt- 
tency  with  each  other,  your  Commissioners  fuse  to  pay  their  tithes, 
must  leave  to  the  wisdom  und  determination  of  “ Under  these  difficulties  it  was  imposs^-s 
the  House;  but  it  is  obvious,  that  there  is  no  for  your  Commissioners,  at  this  timr,  tostw 
where  any  pretence  of  a repayment  of  the  a certain  account  of  the  yearly  produce  ot 
7,675 U remainder  of  the  20,000/.  nor  any  sn-  these  Revenues,  or  how  and  on  what  account 
tisfactory  account  given  of  the  12,325/.  since  they  are  burdened. 

repaid. — So  that  no  part  of  the  money  nppenr-  “ But,  by  the  best  estimate  we  can  a th- 
ing to  have  been  applied  to  her  majesty's  ser-  after  deducting  the  Grants  and  Allocation! 
vice,  your  Commissioners  are  humbly  of  opi-  claimed  and  retained  by  the  several  granites 
nion,  that  the  whole  remains  to  be  accounted  the  public  tuxes  and  other  allowances  cra'M 
for  to  her  majesty.  by  the  collectors,  the  whole  revenue  of»H  the 

“ As  to  the  Revenue  of  Scotland,  your  Com-  Bishoprics  nt  a medium  for  several  yeso  ; • 
missioners  doubt  not  but  the  House  will  he  of  the  rents. being  paid  in  kind,  and  causing1* 
pleased  to  consider,  that  they  must  necessarily  yearly  produce  to  vary)  amounts  to  no  o-'t* 
have  met  with  many  difficulties  to  their  enquiries  annually  to  the  queen,  than  600/.  or  there- 
into the  mismanagement  of  it,  by  reason  of  the  abouts,  exclusive  of  the  revenue  of  the 
remoteness  of  the  place,  where  all  the  offices  of  the  chnpel-royal,  which  is  about  259- 
and  records  relating  to  the  public  money,  are  and  enjoyed  by  Mr.  William  Carstnires:  fr0.01 
kept;  from  whence,  not  only  discoveries  and  which  600/.  above  500/.  per  annum  hath, ! 
informations,  but  witnesses, to  prove  and  make  these  several  years  past,  been  deducted  forth* 
good  the  same,  must  be  brought ; and  this  salaries  of  two  persons  employed  to  collect  the 
would  have  been  attended  with  so  much  Iron-  same. 

ble  and  expence,  that  some  examinations  have  “ We  have  enquired  into  the  Manage®01 
been  rendered  impracticable,  which  in  another  of  the  money  given  by  England  asaatq01' 
year  may  be  prosecuted  with  bettir  effect.  valent  to  Scotland,  for  such  part  of  the  Seva 
“ Your  Commissioners  therefore  humbly  custom  and  excise,  as  was  applicable,  b)  toe 
hope,  that  some  general  Observations  on  the  article  of  the  Union,  to  the  payment  ot  the 
present  State  of  the  Scots  Revenues  will  answer  English  debts  contracted  before  the  tfwai- 
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id  n e do  observe,  lhat  the  first  commission, 
led  the  5th  of  June,  1707,  appointing  com- 
ssioncrs  of  the  Equivalent,  consisted  of  25 
reons,  whereof  16  were  members  of  the 
ause  of  Commons,  and  lasted  for  two  years; 
at,  the  House  of  Commons  having  addressed 
e queen  to  reduce  the  number  of  those  com- 
itsionerS,  because,  the  greatest  part  of  the 
quiralent  money  was  issued,  a new  comtnis- 
m was  appointed,  dated  the  26th  of  July 
09,  consisting  of  15  persons,  which  still  Con- 
nies. That  each  Commissioner  being  allow- 
I a yearly  salary  of  3001.  the  salaries  of  the 
st  Commissioners  amounted  to  7,500 1.  per 
in.  and  the  second  to  4,5001.  per  ann.  the 
bole  in  four  years  time  being  24,000 1.  From 
hence  it  appears,  that  a great  part  of  the 
oney  that  was  designed  for  paying  the  public 
:bts  of  Scotland,  has  been  expended,  as  yuur 
oimnissioners  conceive,  contrary  to  the  true 
itentand  meaning  of  the  Articles  of  the  Union, 
ad  the  subsequent  acts  of  parliament  relating 
i this  money.  For  your  Commissioners  are 
f opinion,  that  the  receiving  and  distributing 
f the  Equivalent  Money,  was  not  a work  of 
i tntricste  a nature,  nor  attended  with  such 
ilficulties  and  labour,  but  that  it  might  have 
een  sufficiently  performed  by  a much  less 
mmtier  of  Commissioners  thau  were  appoint- 
d in  either,  of  the  commissions,  and  there- 
's a large  sum  of  money  saved  and  applied  for 
ayment  of  the  public  debts,  many  of  which 
twain  still  Unsatisfied. 

“ By  the  15th  Article  of  the  Union,  it  was 
igrecd,  that  the  yearly  sum  of  2,0001.  should 
ie  paid  for  the  space  of  7 years  out  of  the 
equivalent  money,  for  encouraging  of  the  m>-' 
rafactories  of  coarse  wool,  the  first  2,000 1.  to 
» paid  at  .Martinmass,  1707,  and  the  like  sum 
it  each  Martinmass  during  the  said  7 years. 
By  tlie  16th  act  of  the  last  Scots  parliament, 
•ntitled,  ‘ An  Act  concerning  the  Public  Debts,’ 
t is  provided,  that  the  said  sum  of  2,0001.  per 
111 11  shall  lie  paid  previous  to  the  public  debts. 
By  both  the  aforesaid  commissions,  the  com- 
nisiioners  are  required  to  apply  the  Equivalent 
noney  in  the  terms,  and  after  the  manner  and 
the  uses  prescribed  by  the  aforesaid  articles  of 
the  Union  and  acts  of  parliament. 

“ Nevertheless,  in  the  State  of  the  Cash  of 
the  Equivalent  exhibited  to  us  by  the  Commis- 
uoners,  they  charge  themselves  with  14,000 1. 
appointed  by  the  coarse  wool ; but  in  the  dis- 
charge,  it  does  not  appear,  that  any  sum  has 
been  applied  or  reserved  for  that  purpose,  the 
"hole  sum  of  398,0851.  10s.  being  issued  and 
expended  for  other  uses.  And  we  can’t  but 
bhe  notice,  that  though  they  charge  tliem- 
**-'Vcs  with  the  said  398,0851.  10j.  specifying 
file  particular  uses  to  which  every  part  thereof 
"as  appropriated  ; yet  in  the  discharge  of  the 
*ani  account,  instead  of  applying  the  said  sum 
fi>  the  aforesaid  appropriated  uses,  they  state 
*,3«1.  Si.  5 <J.  as  the  salaries  of  21  Commis- 
X'ouers,  from  the  5th  of  June  1707,  to  the  25th 
of  July,  J709i  being  two  years  and  51  dnys,  and 
'.WO!,  as  two  years  aalai  r of  the  15  present 


Commissioners,  from  the  25th  of  July,  1709,  to 
the  26th  of  July  1711,  amounting  in  the  whole 
to  22,4801.  5j.  5 d.  of  which  they  have  received 
in  money  the  sum  of  19,6981.  18s.  10^ cl.  and 
they  state  the  remaining  2,7811.  6>.  6 Jd.  as  a 
balance  to  them. 

“ By  the  Ret  of  the  6th  of  the  queen,  enti- 
tled, ‘ An  Act  for  the  further  Payment  of  the 
Equivalent,'  each  Commissioner  of  the  Equiva- 
lent is  allowed  a yearly  salary  of  300 1.  but  it  is 
expressly  provided,  that  the  same  shall  be  paid 
out  of  any  sum  of  money,  other  than  the  sutn 
of  398,085 1.  10s.  the  first  Equivalent  Money 
that  have,  or  shall  become  due  to  Scotland  by 
way  of  Equivalent.  From  which  we  humbly  con- 
ceive, the  Commissioners  have  no  right  to  de- 
mand and  state  the  said  sum  of  22,4801.  5s.  5 d. 
out  of  the  said  sum  of  398,0851.  10s.  paid  to 
them. 

“ The  Commissioners  by  the  State  of  the 
Cash  have  overpaid  the  sum  of  2,7811.  6s  6\d. 
whereas  we  humbly  conceive,  that,  if  they  be 
compelled  to  account  in  the  terms  of  the  arti- 
cles of  the  Union,  nets  of  parliament,  and  their 
own  Commission,  ithere  doth  remain  in  their 
hands  the  sum  of  19,698 1.  18s.  lOfd.  detained 
by  them  for  the  payment  of  their  salaries,  and 
for  which  they  are  accountable.— The  Customs 
of  Scotland  before  the  Union,  were  let  in  lease 
by  the  lairds  of  the  Treasury  there,  and  your 
Commissioners,  having  reason  to  believe,  that 
the  fanners  thereof  were  guilty  of  many  illegal 
practices  highly  prejudicial  to  trade  ^and  her 
majesty’s  revenue  arising  from  the  customs, 
before  and  since  the  Union,  have  made  some 
enquiries  into  that  affair.  But  the  same  being 
a matter  of  great  consequence,  very  intricate, 
and  attended  with  many  difficulties,  your  Com- 
missioners beg  leave  to  postpone  a particular 
report  thereof,  till  they  shall  be  better  prepared 
to  set  it  in  a true  light. 

“ Your  Commissioners  being  informed,  that 
the  Commissioners  appointed  by  an  act  of  the 
6th  of  her  majesty’s  reign,  entitled,  ‘ An  Act 
‘ for  paying  the  debentures  of  fish  and  flesh, 
‘ cured  with  foreign  salt  imported  before  the 
‘ Union,  and  ascertaining  the  price  of  foreign 
' salt  remaining  in  Scotland,’  had  not  applied 
all  the  money  given  by  the  said  act  to  the  uses 
therein  mentioned,  and  particularly  that  they 
had  made  several  deductions  from  the  said  de- 
bentures, and  price  of  salt  allowed  by  law,  did 
require  the  said  Commissioners  to  exhibit  a 
state  of  their  accounts ; in  which  it  did  not 
appear,  that  they  had  made  any  deductions 
whatsoever;  the  full  value  of  the  debentures 
and  price  of  the  salt  delivered  over  to  tlie 
queen’s  use,  being  stated  in  their  discharge. 

“ But  having  examined  upon  oath  Mr.  Gil- 
bert Stewart,  one  of  the  said  Commissioners, 
he  deposed,  the  sum  of  2,780/.  Oj.  Id.  was  pro- 
portionably  deducted  from  the  said  debentures 
and  price  of  salt,  on  account  of  charges  in  ob- 
taining of  the  act  of  parliament,  for  paying  the 
said  debentures  ami  salt.  That  this  was  done 
by  the  consent  of  almost  all  the  proprietors, 
who  by  a deed  under  their  hands  did  appoint  a 
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Committee  of  their  own  number,  to  state  and 
allow  such  a deduction  on  this  account  as 
they  should  think  reasonable.  Which  com- 
mittee did  agree  to  the  said  sura  of  2,780/.  Is. 
Id.  and  directed  the  payment  thereof  in  the 
manner,  and  to  the  persons  mentioned  in  an 
net  signed  by  them,  and  exhibited  on  oath  to 
your  Commissioners  by  the  said  Mr.  Gilbert 
Stewart. — By  an  article  in  this  account  the 
sura  of  195/.  is  stated  as  paid  to  William  Cotk- 
ran,  esq.  on  the  account  of  his  charges  in  ob- 
taining the  act  of  parliament  for  paying  the 
said  debentures  and  salt. — And  the  said  Mr. 
Stewart  did  on  oath  acquaiut  the  Commission- 
ers, that  Mr.  Cockran  was  concerned  in  trade 
with  the  said  Stewart  and  others,  who  ga\e  a 
commission  to  Mr.  Cockran  to  go  to  London, 
and  dispose  of  a quantity  of  goods  they  had 
sent  thither,  and  did  promise  to  pay  him  w hat 
charges  and  expcnces  lie  should  be  at  on  that 
account.  That  afterwards,  when  Mr.  Cockran 
returned  from  London,  he  charged  and  claimed 
in  his  account,  800/.  as  his  expenccs,  which  Mr. 
Stewart  and  his  partners  allowed  him  with  this 
proviso,  that  he  should  pay  to  them  whatever 
sum  should  be  given  as  a gratuity  from  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  salt  and  debentures,  on  account 
of  his  services  in  obtaining  the  said  act.  That 
accordingly,  when  the  said  195/.  allotted  to  Mr. 
Cockran  was  paid,  he  gave  his  receipt  for  it : 
But  the  said  Stewart  retained  the  money,  and 
afterwards  divided  it  betwixt  himself  ana  part- 
ners in  trade,  conformable  to  the  above-men- 
tioned agreement  with  Mr.  Cockran. 

“ Your  Commissioners  having  humbly  given 
their  thoughts  ou  our  mismanagement  in  the 
public  revenues  of  Scotland,  will  now  pro- 
ceed to  such  observations  as  have  occurred  to 
them  in  pursuing  the  accounts  of  that  of  Eng- 
land. 

“ First  we  have  endeavoured  to  examine  into 
the  reason  how  so  large  sums  of  public  mo- 
ney remain  still  unaccounted  for  by  the  persons 
entrusted  with  it ; and  wc  conceive  this  pro- 
ceeds from  tiie  neglect  of  those  in  issuing  pro- 
cess. For  in  some  cases,  process  liuih  never 
been  issued  ; in  others,  where  it  bath  been 
issued,  the  returns  were  generally  Nichils,  or 
of  very  small  issues,  even  where  die  account- 
ants were  possessed  of  considerable  estates  in 
land,  and  other  valuable  effects. 

“ And  there  hath  not  been  only  a neglect  of 
issuing  process  ugainst  accountants,  but  war- 
rants have  been  often  granted  from  the  trea- 
sury, to  stop  the  execution  thereof  w hen  issued. 
Where  accounts  have  been  many  years  depend- 
ing, and  where  there  was  reason  to  suspect  the 
circumstances  of  the  accountants,  which, 
grounded  upon  better  pretences  than  any  yet 
appear  to  your  Commissioners,  must  be  an  im- 
putation of  mismanagement. 

“ Some  attempts  have  been  made  of  late  to- 
wards curing  this  evil,  for  a Capias  ad  Cumpu- 
tandum , which  is  the  most  essential  process  of 
the  Exchequer,  and  which  hath  for  many  years 
been  disused,  is  now  revived,  and  an  office  ap- 
pointed to  issue  it  against  the  persons  of  the 
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accountants,  where  a distringas  is  not  sut- 
cient.  This  hath  been  done  with  so  good  efiec. 
that  accounts  of  money,  impressed  many  y far- 
past,  have  been  lately  delivered  to  the  auditory 
— Many  instances  of  what  is  here  insert  j 
have  appeared  to  your  Commissioners,  in  ce  : 
tificates  delivered  on  oath  by  the  proper  oi- 
eers,  some  of  which  we  humbly  lay  before  yoa, 
&c. 

“ But  as  the  neglect  of  passing  accounts,  u- 
cording  to  the  rules  and  methods  of  theEiche- 
quer,  has  been  a great  detriment  and  loss  u»  tie 
public,  so  it  has  been  a great  prejudice,  ibtt 
many  accounts  have  been  passed  by  privr  setis, 
and  in  an  extraordinary  and  irregular  manar:. 
For,  on  perusing  aud  examining  some  of  theta, 
we  find  that  they  have  not  been  de-ired  * 
much  to  supply  the  want  of  form,  (the  oui; 
colourable  pretance  for  allowing  tkeiuj  as  to 
justify  unreasonable  aud  extravagant  payoMob, 
such  as  are  directly  contrary  to  the  r-cs  « 
the  navy;  not  warranted  by  the  estaMidi&ati  ; 
of  the  army,  nor  grounded  on  any  treaties  or 
conventions  with  foreign  princes. 

“ In  the  privy  seals  granted  or  craved,  ar.d 
for  which  wurrants  are  obtained  by  tbf  p>?* 
master  of  the  army,  several  artic.es  are  inclufirt. 
which,  as  far  as  we  are  capable  ot  judjprg, 
ought  not  to  have  been  allowed. 

“ As  in  particular  for  secret  sen  ice,  wkd 
had  no  relation  to  the  tinny 

“ For. paying  the  foreign  forces  iu  Bnt» 
pay,  according  to  the  establishment,  wubod 
muster  rolls ; which  your  Comnussto;.trs  are 
opinion  was  one  great  reason  that  uo  care  wa 
taken  to  keep  the  corps  complete. 

il  For  allowing  Contingencies  and  Extrao^i* 
naries  according  to  the  Dutch  secretary’s  cer- 
tificates, without  farther  vouchers. 

“ For  payment  to  the  electors  of  Treves  and 
Cologu,  not  referring  to,  or  grounded  oo  MJ 
treaty. 

“ In  a privy  seal  for  passing  the  account?  « 
Paul  Methuen,  esq.  son  of  John  Methuen,  e**;  ; 
we  find  the  following  extraordinary  payments 
allowed : * 1.  The  charge  of  embarking  fW. 

‘ and  disembarking  another  Dutch  refcW#al 
1 2.  3,000  mill-reis  on  a bill  drawn  by  ttc 
‘ prince  of  Hesse  on  M.  SebooenhurEh,  d* 
‘Dutch  plenipotentiary;  which  being  reiu-ed 
‘ by  him,  was  paid,  a»  is  set  forth  m the  Pr-T7 
‘ seal,  by  the  said  Mr.  Methuen,  for  the 
‘ of  that  prince,  and  tht  re  declared  it  ougU  ® 

‘ be  repaid  by  the  State*  General.  3.  1^* 

1 null-reis  expended  in  presents  given  to  the  r®* 

* peror  of  Morocco,  and  in  maintaining  his 
‘ oassador.  4.  35,595  mill-reis  tor  the 

‘ ing,  cloatliing,  and  arming  of  Spaniard*- 
‘ the  payment  of  which,  we  do  not  find  be  b“ 

* any  authority  but  the  king  of  Spain’s  oiaer. 

‘ 5.  1,125  mill-reis  for  freight  of  the  king  ot 
‘ Spain’s  coaches  and  horses,  and  puwder  prt* 

* seated  to  him  by  the  king  of  Ponu^l.’ 

“ In  the  account  delivered  to  us  b* Mr.  Me- 
thuen, he  charges  7,635  mill-reis,  as  a^' 
count  of  the  Spaniards  bc!bre-menuo«r<*j 
which  was  not  included  in  the  pnvy  tli 
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owns,  that  for  several  articles  allowed  in  tliot 
privy  seal,  no  vouchers  could  be  produced. 

“ There  are  great  sums  due  on  bonds  for  her 
majesty's  Customs,  which  has  occasioned  a con- 
siderable loss  to  the  government ; the  mer- 
chants from  whom  they  were  taken,  being 
many  of  them,  with  their  securities,  become  in- 
solvent. This  luss,  we  apprehend,  might,  in 
some  measure,  have  been  prevented,  had  the 
bonds  been  put  in  suit,  ns  they  ought  to  have 
been,  immediately  after  they  became  due,  ami 
not  continued  so  long  in  the  remembrancer’s 
hsnds  without  prosecution  ; or  had  care  been 
taken  not  to  have  suiTcred  the  merchants  to 
have  engaged  into  new  bonds,  before  they  had 
discharged  the  principal  and  interest  on  their 
former  bonds,  according  to  the  instructions  of 
the  Commissioners  of  Customs  to  their  officers. 

“ By  these  Compositions,  the  public  has  lost 
112 ,499 f.  17».  7 d.\  supposing  the  whole  sum 
compounded  fir  was  paid  into  the  Exchequer, 
hut  as  there  has  been  only  22,227/.  9</J.  paid, 
the  loss  to  the  public  on  this  head,  may  be  com- 
puted at  117,950/.  3i.  lljd. 

“ Of  the  money  issued  for  the  Transport  Ser- 
vice, there  has  been  paid  121,125/.  17».  6 d.\ 
to  Mr.  Atkinson  qnd  Mr.  Ronp,  who,  from  6ih 
Feb.  171)1,  to  23rd  June,  1704,  transacted  the 
whole  business  of  this  office,  on  the  examination 
of  whose  accounts,  we  humbly  offer  the  follow- 
ing Observations : 

“ That  notwithstanding  they  are  entrusted 
with  the  disposition  of  so  large  sums,  no  security 
was  ever  taken  or  demanded,  either  for  (he 
faithful  discharge  of  their  trust,  or  the  due  an- 
swering the  sums  issued  to  them. 

“ That  they  never  received  nny  instructions, 
by  which  they  should  guide  themselves  in  the 
eiecution  of  their  office,  but  being  left  at  liberty 
ft  make  their  payments  in  what  manner  they 
pleased,  they  neither  numbered  their  bills,  nor 
paid  them  in  course,  according  to  the  method 
oftlieNavy  Office,  and  as  they  have  been  of  late 
obliged  to  do. 

11  That  they  beiag  no  otherwise  constituted 
than  hv  a minute  of  the  Treasury,  and  being 
themselves  cashiers  of  tlte  money  appointed  for 
that  service,  we  humbly  conceive  they  were  not 
vested  with  sufficient  authority  to  make  any 
payments,  or  warrant  their  proceedings  in  the 
management  of  that  affuir.  In  which  opinion 
we  are  confirmed  by  the  patent  bearing  date 
(he  15th  of  August,  1710,  which  we  observe 
not  an'y  appointed  them  to  act  as  Commis- 
sioners of  Transports  for  the  future,  but  has  a 
retrospect  to  their  proceedings  before  in  the 
performance  of  that  service,  which  are  therein 
confirmed  and  made  valid. 

“ That  on  the  22nd  of  June,  1704,  when  Mr. 
Nutin  was  appointed  Treasurer  of  the  Trans- 
ports, there  was  a balance  in  their  hands  of  the 
sum  of  6,386/.  1».  5e/-i  out  of  which  they  have 
paid  to  several  persons  3,483/.  Cv.  10r/.  hut  kept 
ibetemninder  till  the  7th  of  Decemlicr,  1710, 
at  which  time  they  paid  to  Mr.  Micklewaitc, 
the  present  Treasurer,  2,429/.  and  4Jd.  end 
♦till  retain  473/.  14«.  2|d.  PB  pretence  of  de- 

T'll.  vi.  1 


fraying  the  charge  of  passing  their  accounts. 
In  excuse  of  their  so  long  detaining  the  sum 
lately  paid  to  Mr.  Micklewaite.  they  alledge, 
that  they  knew  Mr.  Nutin  nnd  Mr.  Mason,  to 
be  men  of  such  circumstances  and  characters, 
as  could  not  safely  be  entrusted  with  public 
money.  \ 

“ We  have  nothing  farther  to  observe  on  the 
accounts  of  Mr.  Atkinson  nnd  Mr.  Roop,  but 
that  they  discharge  themselves  by  payments  on 
bills  and  otherwise,  of  the  sum  of  120,652/.  3>. 
Ad.  whereof  they  have  paid  on  imprests  11,523/. 
1i.  6 d.  and  that  for  these  payments,  they  have 
laid  some  accounts  before  the  auditors,  hut 
have  passed  as  yet  an  account  for  one  year 
only,  notwithstanding  it  is  now  more  than  seven 
years  since  any  money  has  been  issued  to  them. 

“ Mr.  Nutin  was  appointed  Treasurer  of  tha 
Transports,  on  the  22nd  of  June,  1704,  and 
though  he  received,  whilst  in  that  employment, 
108,118/.  16s.  10 \d.  he  gave  a security  of 
2,000/.  only ; he  continued  in  this  office  till 
January,  1705,  about  which  time  he  was  dis- 
missed for  embezzling  the  public  money.  Mr. 
Nutin  is  not  to  be  found,  being,  by  order  of  tha 
late  Lord  Treasurer,  discharged  out  of  prison ; 
so  that  we  can  say  nothing  fnrlher  in  relation  to 
his  accounts,  except  that  those  for  one  year 
have  been  laid  before  the  auditors,  but  have 
not  been  prosecuted  : Mr.  Nutin  having  mis- 
applied the  public  money,  and  it  being  thought 
necessary  to  put  that  office  under  a better  regu- 
lation, the  late  Lord  Treasurer  ordered,  that, 
for  the  future,  the  money,  issued  for  that  ser- 
vice, should  be  brought  by  the  Treasurer  into 
the  office,  to  be  locked  up  there,  who  should 
also  transmit  weekly  certificates  to  theTreasury, 
signed  by  himself,  and  one  of  the  Commission- 
ers at  least. 

“ Notwithstanding  these  Orders,  and  the 
complaints  of  the  Commissioners  to  the  late 
Lord  Treasurer,  and  his  repeated  directions  that 
they  should  be  observed,  Mr.  Mason,  who  suc- 
ceeded Mr.  Nutin,  on  the  18th  of  January, 
1705,  neglected  for  some  time  to  give  nny  ac- 
count of  the  money  received,  and  brought  none 
of  it  into  the  office  to  be  locked  up,  till  the  18th 
of  January,  1706,  and  during  the  whole  time  of 
his  continuance  in  that  office  kept  some  of  the 
public  money  in  his  hands.  In  particular,  he 
received  at  the  Exchequer,  on  the  7th  Nov. 
1707,  35,778/.  18f.  9 d.  aud  kept  the  whole  stun 
in  his  hands  till  the  1st  Dec.  following,  at  which 
time  he  brought  into  the  office,  30,000/.  in  spe- 
cie, end  a bank  receipt  for  several  notes  of  one 
Newell,  amounting  to  5,403/.  IOi.  which  was 
afterwards  returned  to  Mr.  Mason,  Newell  fail- 
ing before  the  bank  received  the  money.  This 
w.is  represented  to  the  Treasury  by  the  Com- 
missioners, in  a letter  on  the  9th  Dec.  1707, 
notwithstanding  which,  Mr.  Mason  was  contia 
nued  in  his  office  till  the  14th  of  April  follow- 
ing, and  considerable  sums  were  issued  to  Idm. 
He  is  accountable  for  262,813/.  19*.  7 d.  of 
which  he  discharges  himself  by  payments  of  the 
sum  of  256,927/.  5s.  5 d.  Wherefore  he  has 

paid  on  imprests,  23,668f  17i.  9d.  He  b*|  bad 
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tome  accounts  before  the  auditors,  but  none  of 
them  arc  yet  passed. 

“ Mr.  Mason  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Mickle* 
wnite,  on  the  19th  of  April,  1708,  between 
which  time  anti  the  24th  of  June,  1711,  we  find 
there  lias  been  issued  to  hi  in  from  the  Exche- 
quer, 476,341/.  6*.  ll£d.  and  he  voluntarily 
chargeih  himself  with  the  «um  of  4, 010/.  7s.  2 {d. 
Mr.  Micklewaite  has  laid  his  accounts  before 
the  auditors,  to  Michaelmas,  17 10,  which  are 
ready  for  a declaration. 

“ We  will  conclude  our  Remarks  on  the 
Management  of  tikis  part  of  the  service,  with 
observing  that  though  the  Commissioners  have 
given  certificates  to  the  pay-master  of  the 
forces  of  the  number  of  men  shipped,  that  a 
deduction  might  be  made  f<*r  the  victuals  fur- 
nished in  their  passage  to  Flanders,  and  that 
there  ought  to  have  been  deducted  out  of  the 
pay  of  riie  soldiers,  more  than  1,300/.  on  that 
account,  us  was  represented  to  the  House  last 
sessions,  yet  no  part  thereofhas  been  paid  o\cr 
to  that  office. 

u Though  your  Commissioners  are  not  vet 
possessed  of  all  the  Accounts  of  the  Navy,  they 
think  it  their  duty  t»  represent  some  Articles 
of  payments  in  the  accounts  laid  before  them 
by  Mr.  Walpole,  late  Treasurer  of  the  Navy, 
which  being  made  at  a time  when  that  -service 
was  clogged  with  great  debts,  seems  very  ex- 
traordinary, and  such  as  they  apprehend  incon- 
sistent with  the  rules  of  the  navy. 

u The  first  instance  is,  a payment  of  2,000/. 
by  Mr.  Walpole,  to  the  earl  of  Orford,  out  of 
money  properly  applicable  to  the  use  of  the 
Navy,  by  virtue  of  a warrant  from  her  majesty, 
bearing  date  the  13th  of  July,  1710,  which 
was  given  to  the  said  earl  as  her  majesty’s  royal 
bounty. 

“ The  other  instance  is  of  two  payments, 
amounting  to  1,452/  14*.  8c/.  made  also  by  Mr. 
Walpole,  to  Henry  Priestman,  esq.  pursuant  to 
a warrant  from  her  majesty,  dated  July  7, 1710, 
which  directs  that  10,000/.  per  annum  should 
be  paid  during  tier  pleasure,  out  of  such  money 
os  then  was,  or  should  be  in  Mr.  Walpole's 
hands,  for  the  service  of  the  navy,  both  which 
ore  countersigned,  Oodolphin. 

“ How  prejudicial  the  allowance  of  these 
Articles  may  be  to  the  public,  we  presume  not 
to  affirm,  but  must  acquaint  you,  that  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Navy,  whose  duty  it  is  to  in- 
spect and  sign  the  Treasurer’s  Account,  say, 
that  they  never  knew  any  such  warrants  hereto- 
fore, and  that  regularly  all  warrants  should 
come  from  the  I.oids  of  the  Treasury,  or  Lords 
of  the  Admiralty  to  the  m.  We  therefore  hum- 
bly submit  it  io  the  House,  whether  these  war- 
rants ought  to  have  been  answered  by  the  Trea- 
sure i of  the  Navy,  though  countersigned  by  the 
Lord  Treasurer  ? 

44  We  fiud  an  addition  to  the  Establishment 
of  the  Navy  of  four  senior  captains,  appointed 
to  act  as  commanders  in  chief  at  Chatham, 
Plymouth,  Portsmouth  and  Harwich,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  fliiu-ollict  rs,  by  the  name  of  super-in- 
UnJiuits.  This  new  office  your  Commissioners 


observe  was  erected  at  a time  when  some  irre- 
gular promotions  had  been  made  in  the  fkrt, 
and  bath  occasioned  an  increase  of  charge, 
without  any  advantage  to  the  service,  viz. 

£■  «.  i. 

In  the  year  1709  - - - - - 4,053  OS  04 

In  the  year  1710  3,954  15  00 

And  in  the  year  1711  - - - 4,019  15  0? 


12,027  IS  11 

tl  Here  your  Commissioners  ibiuk  it  not  iar 
proper  to  mention  a debt  of  115,014/  10*. 
which  appears  to  them  by  the  return  nuuiefao 
the  Navy- Hoard,  to  have  been  many  ycarsdae 
to  England,  from  the  States- General,  for  stora 
lent.  Wc  also  find  by  the  same  return,  that  jt 
account  of  this  debt  has  been  long  since  pre- 
sented by  the  Commissioners  of  theNirr,tv 
the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  but  without  effect 
“ All  which  is  humbly  submitted  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House.” 


The  Qu  eus  Menace  respecting  the 
Episcopal  Church  at  Rotterdam .]  March  14 
Mr.  Secretary  .St.  John  delivered  to  the  B««* 
the  following  Message,  signed  by  her  roajttfj 
“ Anmf.  H. 

" It  having  been  certified  to  l»er  majesty, by 
the  earl  of  Strafford,  her  ambassador  extraor- 
dinary and  plenipotentiary  to  the  States  Gr*- 
ral  of  the  Cubed  Provinces,  That  the  collec- 
tion for  building  a Church  at  Rsttetdis. 
wherein  divine  service  is  celebrated  alter  d* 
usage  of  the  Church  of  England,  for  the  beet  • 
of  the  queen’s  subjects  in  that  place,  trewc 
sufficient  to  comideat  the  charge  of  that 
by  about  2,500/.  her  majesty  tbinksfit  earned,4 
to  recommend  to  the  House,  the  making  spr> 
vision  for  the  fame.” 

The  Common*'  Address  thereon .]  Herein  ' 
it  was  resolved,  “ That  rii  bumble  Ad<ire*‘-; 
presented  to  her  majesty,  to  return  her  nnKtM 
the  most  humble  thanks  of  this  House,  for  lx- 
most  gracious  Message,  and  to  assure  her  s*- 
jesty,  that  this  House  will  enable  l;ern*j**f 
to  cotuplrnt  the  charge  of  the  same.” 

Complaint  against  Afc.  Buckleyje* prn^ 
the  Memorial  of  the  States- General.)  AgrJll 
A complaint  being  made  to  the  fl<w*  01  ^ 
printed  Pamphlet,  entitled  “ The  DaiitCv®^ 
Monday  April  7,  1712,”  reflecting  upon  t - 
proceedings  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
same  was  brought  up  to  the  tabic,  and  the  t 
of  the  pretended  Memorial  there  insertto-*** 
a paragraph  therein  were  read  : After  wh»ch  * 
was  resolved,  “ That  the  pretended  Metro's 
printed  in  the  said  Daily  Coursut  is  t ^ 
scandalous,  and  malicious  Libel,  reflertief 
the  Resolutions  of  this  House,  and  th«  Address 
of  this  House  to  her  majesty  thereupon. 15 
breach  of  the  privilege  of  this  House.’ 
a Committee  was  appointed  to  enqairt  *b‘ 
was  the  author,  printer,  and  publi-her  of  de 
said  Libel,  with  power  to  tend  for 
papers,  and  records.  This  day,  Mr.  Hongff* 
ford  made  his  Report  fiom  that  Coniini"^ 
importing  io  substance,  “ That  Samuel  b ^ 
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ley,  the  writer  and  printer  of  the  Daily  Courant,  f 
had  owned  the  having  translated  and  printing 
the  said  Memorial.**  Whereupon,  the  question  j 
was  put,  “That  it  appealing  to  this  House,  that  j 
Samuel  Buckley  is  the  printer  of  the  pretended  | 
Memorial  printed  in  the  Daily  Courant  of  the  j 
7th  instant  (which  hath  been  adjudged  by  this  1 
House  to  be  a false,  scandalous  and  malicious  j 
Libel,  reflecting  upon  the  Resolutions  of  this  j 
House,  and  the  Address  to  her  majesty  there-  [ 
upon,  m breach  of  the  privilege  of  this  House)  | 
he,  for  the  said  otTence,  be  taken  into  the  cus-  i 
tody  of  the  Serjeant  at  Arms  attending  this  I 
House:**  Upon  which  the  House  divided;  but! 
the  same  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  n j 
majority  of  188  voices  against  .07. 

Resolution*  relating  to  the  Licentiousness  of 1 
hh  JV«s.]  Some  members  were  so  ^aspera- 
ted at  the  Dutch  Memorial  being  published  in  a 
newspaper,  that  on  the  12th  the  House  being 
resolved  into  a grand  committee,  to  consider 
of  that  part  of  the  queen’s  Message  to  the  House, 
jhe  17th  of  January  last,  which  relates  to  the 
great  License  taken  in  publishing  false  and 
scaudalous  Libels,  Sir  Gilbert  Dolben  being 
the  chairman,  they  came  to  these  two  Resolu- 
tions, 1.”  i hat  the  libercy  taken  in  printing 
end  publishing  scandalous  and  impious  Libels, 
crentts  divisions  among  her  majesty's  subjects, 
tends  to  the  disturbance  of  the  public  peace,  is 
highly  prejudical  to  her  majesty's  government, 
and  is  occasioned  for  want  of  due  regulating 
the  Press.  2.  That  ail  printing-presses  be  re- 
gistered, with  the  names  of  the  owners,  and 
places  of  abode;  and  that  the  author, printer, 
and  publisher  of  every  hook  set  his  name  and 
piace  of  abode  thereto.*’  These  Resolutions 
were  ordered  to  be'teported  the  Tuesday  fol- 
lowing; but  the  said  report  was  then  put  off 
hi!  that  day  se’nuighr,  and  afterwards  further 
Ediourned  from  time  to  time:  Some  members 
buvmg,  in  the  grand  committee  on  ways  and 
means,  suggested  a more  effectual  way  for  sup- 
posing libels,  viz.  the  lay  ing  a great  duty  on 
nil  news- papers  and  pamphlets.* 

* 44  Aiming  the  matters  of  impo»  lance  during 
this  session,  we  may  justly  number  the  proceed- 
ings o!  ihe  House  of  Commons  with  relation  to 
die  Frtss,  since  her  majesty's  Message  to  the 
House,  oi  January  the  17 Ui,  concludes  with  a 
p^ua^raph,  representing  the  great  licences  taken 
10  publishing  false  and  scandalous  libels,  such 
w a repr.*uch  to  any  government ; and  re- 
c°ti'uieudiDg  to  them  to  find  a remedy  equal 
tv  me  mischief.  The  meaning  of  these  words 
hi  the  message,  seems  to  be  confined  to  the^e 
•eekiy  and  daily  papers  and  pamphlets,  re- 
jecting upon  ihe  persons  and  the  management 
ol  tiie  ministry.  Bat  the  House  of  Commons 
^ their  Address,  which  answers  this  message, 
^‘kes  an  addition  of  the  blasphemies  against 
b *'l  and  religion  ; and  it  is  certain,  that  no- 

. ,US  wuuld  he  more  for  the  honour  of  the  le- 
pdature,  than  some  effectual  law  for  putting  a 
ll"P  to  this  universal  mischief:  hut  as  the  per- 
*JU  [Mr.  Secretary  St.  Juhu,  uow  lord  viscount 


Representation  in  the  name  of  the  Commission 
of  t he  Church  of  Scotland,  against  the  Puhonuge 
liill.]  The  Commons  having  on  the  7th  of  April 

Boliiigbioke],  who  advised  the  queen  in  that 
part  of  her  message,  had  only  then  in  his 
thoughts  the  redressing  of  the  political  and 
factious  libels,  I think  lie  ought  to  have  taken 
care,  by  bis  great  credit  in  the  House,  to  have 
proposed  some  ways  by  which  that  evil  might 
he  removed  ; the  law  for  taxing  single  papers 
having  produced  a quite  contrary  effect,  as  was 
then  foreseen  by  many  persons,  and  bath  since 
been  found  true  by  experience.  lor  the 
adverse  party,  full  of  rage  and  leisure  since 
their  fall,  unanimous  in  defence  of  their  cause, 
employ  a set  of  writers  by  subscription,  who 
are  well  versed  in  all  topics  of  defamation,  and 
have  a style  and  genius  levelled  to  the  genera- 
lity of  readers  ; while  those  who  would  draw 
their  liens  on  the  side  of  their  prince  and 
country,  are  discouraged  by  this  tax,  which  ex- 
ceeds both  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  materials 
and  the  work ; a thing,  if  I be  not  mistaken, 
without  example. — It  must  be  acknowledged 
that  the  bad  practices  of  printers  have  been 
such  as  to  deserve  the  severest  animadversions 
of  the  public;  and  it  is  to  be  wished  the  pnrty- 
quarrils  of  the  pen  were  always  managed  with 
decency  and  truth : but  in  the  mean  time,  to 
open  the  mouths  of our  enemies  and  shut  our 
own,  is  a turn  of  politics  that  wants  a little  to 
be  explained.  Perhaps  the  ministry  now  in 
possession,  because  they  are  in  possession, 
may  despise  such  trifles  ns  this  ; and  it  is  uot 
to  be  denied,  that  acting  as  they  do  upon  a 
natioual  interest,  they  may  seem  to  stand  in 
less  need  of  such  supports,  or  may  safely  firng 
them  down  as  no  longer  necessary.  But  it  the 
leaders  of  the  other  party  had  proceeded 
by  this  maxim,  their  power  would  have 
been  uone  at  all,  or  of  very  short  duration  ; 
and  had  not  some  active  pens  fallen  in  to  im- 
prove the  good  dispositions  of  the  people,  upon 
the  late  change,  and  continued  since  to  over- 
throw the  falsehood,  plentifully,  and  some- 
times not  un plausibly,  scanned  by  the  adver- 
saries, l am  very  much  in  doubt,  whether  those 
at  the  helm  would  now  have  reason  to  be 
pleased  with  their  success.  A particular 
person  may,  with  more  safety,  despise  the 
opinion  of  the  vulgar,  because  it  dots  a wise 
man  no  real  harm  or  good,  but  the  administra- 
tion a great  deal ; and  whatever  side  has  the 
sole  management  of  the  pen,  will  soon  find 
hands  enough  to  write  down  thtir  enemies  as 
low  as  they  please.  If  the  p<  oplc  had  no  other 
idea  uf  those  whon*  her  majesty  tiUMs  jti  her 
greatest  affairs,  than  what  is  conveyed  bv  the 
passions  of  such  as  would  compass  sea  and 
land  for  their  destruction,  what  could  i hey  ex- 
pect, hut  to  be  torn  in  pieces  l»y  toe  rage  of 
the  multitude?  llow  necessary  therefore  was 
it,  that  the  world  should,  Iroin  tune  to  time, 
be  undeceived  by  true  representations  ol  per- 
sons and  facts,  which*  have  kept  the  kingdom 
steady  to  its  interest,  agaiust  nil  the  attacks  of 
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read  the  third  time,  and  passed  a Bill  to  restore  ! 
Patrons  to  their  ancient  Rights  in  Scotland,  and  I 
s*nt  it  up  to  the  Lords  for  their  concurrence,  I 
the  agents  for  the  Presbyterians  of  that  part 
of  Great  Britain,  resolved  to  follow  it  thither, 
and  thereupon  drew  up  the  following  Represen- 
tation ; 

To  the  roost  honourable  the  Lords  spiritual 
and  temporal  in  Parliament  assembled: 
The  humble  Representation  of  William 
Carstaires,  Thomas  Blackwell,  and  Robert 
Baillie,  ministers  of  the  Church  of  Scot-  : 
land,  appointed  by  the  Commission  of  the 
late  General  Assembly  of  the  Church  of  Scot-  I 
land,  to  take  all  proper  nnd  legal  methods 
for  preserving  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
the  aforesaid  Church. 

“ It  is  with  all  humble  duty  and  submission  : 
jepresented  unto  your  lordships,  that  this  de- 

a cunning  and  virulent  faction.  However,  the  ' 
mischiefs  of  the  Press  were  too  exorbitant  to  j 
be  cured,  by  such  a remedy  as  a tax  upon  the  ! 
smaller  papers  ; and  a bill  for  a more  effectual 
regulation  of  it  was  brought  into  the  House  of 
Commons,  but  so  late  in  the  session,  that  there 
was  no  time  to  pass  it ; for  there  hath  hitherto 
always  appeared,  an  unwillingness  to  cramp 
overmuch  the  Liberty  of  the  Press,  win  ther  ' 
from  the  inconveniences  apprehended  from  ] 
doing  too  much,  or  too  little  ; or  whether  the  j 
benefit  proposed  by  each  party  to  themselves,  [ 
from  the  service  of  their  writers,  towards  reco-  i 
vering  or  preserving  of  power,  he  thought  to 
outweigh  the  disadvantages.  However  it  came  ) 
labour,  this  affair  was  put  off  from  one  week  to 
another,  and  the  bill  not  brought  into  the  | 
house  till  the  8th  of  June.  It  was  committed 
three  days,  and  then  heard  of  no  more.  In 
this  bill  there  was  a clause  inserted,  (whether 
industriously  with  a design  to  overthrow  it) 
that  the  author’s  name,  and  place  of  abode, 
should  be  set  to  every  printed  book,  pamphlet, 
or  paper ; which  I believe  no  man,  who  hath 
the  least  regard  to  learning,  would  give  his 
consent  to : for,  besides  the  objection  to  this 
clause  from  the  practice  of  pious  men,  who,  in 
publishing  excellent  writings  for  the  service  of 
religion,  have  chosen  out  of  on  humble  Chris- 
tian spirit,  to  conceal  their  names;  it  is  certain, 
that  all  persons  of  true  genius  or  knowledge 
have  an  invincible  modesty  and  suspicion  of 
themselves,  upon  their  first  sending  their 
thoughts  into  the  world ; and  that  those  who 
are  dull  or  superficial,  void  of  all  taste  and 
judgment,  have  dispositions  directly  contrary  : 
so  that  if  this  clause  had  made  part  of  a law, 
there  would  have  been  an  end,  in  all  likelihood, 
of  any  valuable  production  for  the  future,  ei- 
ther in  wit  or  learning:  and  that  insufferable 
race  of  stupid  people,  who  are  now  every  day 
loading  the  Press,  would  then  reign  alone,  in 
time  destroy  our  very  first  principles  of  reason, 
and  introduce  barbarity  amongst  us,  which  is  al- 
ready kept  out  with  so  much  difficulty  by  so  few 
hands.”  Swift’s  Four  Last  Years. 


pending  bill  seems  to  be  contrary  to  the  preset 
constitution  of  our  Church,  so  well  secured  by 
the  treaty  of  Union,  and  solemnly  ratified  by 
acts  of  parliament  in  both  kingdoms.  Ha 
this  inay  he  more  clear,  it  is  to  be  observed, 
that,  from  the  first  reformation  from  popen. 
the  church  of  Scotland  hath  always  reckoned 
Patronuges  a grievance  nnd  burden,  as  a de- 
clared by  the  first  and  second  hooks  of  deep* 
line,  published  soon  after  the  said  KeforwiDoo, 
since  w hich  time  they  were  still  judged  s grtrc* 
ance,  till  at  length  they  came  by  law  to  b « 
abolished. 

“ These  Patronages  having  been  restored 
with  Episcopacy,  in  the  year  1661  and  1662, cd 
continue  to  the  year  1690 : That  Episcopacy 
was  abolished,  and  piesbyterian  church  to- 
vernment  ogain  established  ; and  though  ilse 
act  of  parliament  in  1690,  resettling  presbyte* 
rian  church-government,  was  founded  upon 
the  act  of  parliament  in  1592,  which  leans 
relation  unto  Patronages,  yet  the  said  art  of 
parliament  in  1690,  doth  expressly  excepi  tha: 
part  of  the  old  act,  and  refer  Patronages  to  be 
thereafter  considered,  which  accordingly 
considered  in  the  same  parliament  in  1500, 
whereby  it  is  plain,  that  the  abolition  of  Pa- 
tronages was  made  a port  of  our  church-consti- 
tution, enacted  by. the  act  in  1690,  »nd  that 
this  act  in  1690,  with  all  other  acts  rdacre 
thereto,  being  expressly  ratified  and  tor  ere 
confirmed  by  the  act  for  vecuringthe  Protestant 
Religion  and  Presbyterian  government,  and  en- 
grossed as  an  essential  condition  of  the  ratibc*- 
tions  of  the  treaty  of  Union  past  in  the  paria- 
ments  of  both  kingdoms  ; the  said  act  abash- 
ing Patronages  must  he  understood  to  be  apart 
of  our  Presbyterian  constitution,  secured  toe* 
by  the  treaty  of  Union  for  ever. 

“ Yet  it  is  to  be  particularly  considered,  that 
the  same  parliament  in  1690  was  so  tender « 
the  civil  rights  of  Patrons,  and  so  sincerely 
desirous  only  to  restore  the  Church  to  in  jus* 
and  primitive  liberty  of  calling  ministers,  »* 
way  agreeable  to  the  Word  of  God,  that  they 
only  discharged  the  Patron’s  pow  er  of  present- 
ing ministers  to  vacant  churches,  but  as  tom? 
thing  of  civil  rights,  did  make  the  coaditwo  of 
Patrons  hettcr  than  before,  not  only  by  resett- 
ing unto  them  the  right  of  disposal  of  racial 
Stipends  for  pious  uses  within  the  Paroch, 
nlso  giving  unto  them  the  lieretable  righf* of 
the  Tythes,  restricting  the  minister,  »bo 
merly  had  the  said  right  to  Stipends,  moeb 
below  the  value  of  the  said  Tythes,  notwith- 
standing which  advantageous  concession  to  the 
Patrons  by  the  parliament,  this  bill  takes  tart 
from  the  Church  the  power  of  presentation  of 
ministers,  without  restoring  the  Tythes  which 
formerly  belonged  to  her,  by  which  the  Pa- 
trons come  to  enjoy  both  the  purchase  and  tbe 
price. 

“This  being  then  the  true  account  of  oor 
legal  settlement  as  to  this  matter,  it  appears  to 
be  evident  that  the  restitution  of  Patronage 
as  to  the  point  of  presentation,  can  only  ft**1? 
a few,  while  on  the  other  band  it  must 
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arily  disoblige  a far  greater  number,  that  are 
ow  freed  of  that  imposition  ; and  indeed  it 
annot  but  seem  strange,  that  this  bill  should 
>e so  much  insisted  upon,  when  there  are  so 
inny  patrons,  and  those  of  the  most  consi- 
ernble  in  Scotland,  that  arc  against  such  a 
Mutation. 

11  It  also  appears,  that  Presbyteries  must 
ume  under  many  difficulties  and  hardships,  as 
d their  compliance  with  this  innovation,  and 
hat  many  contests,  disorders  and  differences, 
rill  probably  ensue  betwixt  patrons,  presby- 
ers,  heretors  and  people,  besides  the  known 
,bo*es  wherewith  Patronages  have  been  at- 
ended  even  in  their  most  settled  condition  ; 
'Hereof  many  instances  might  be  given  ; espe- 
ially,  that  thereby  a foundation  was  laid  for 
■imoniacal  Pactions  betwixt  patrons  and  those 
resented  by  them,  and  likewise  ministers  were 
mposed  upon  parodies  by  patrons  who  were 
tterly  strangers  to  their  circumstances,  having 
leitlier  property  nor  residence  therein. 

u It  is  therefore  with  all  submission  expected 
rwn  your  lordships’ justice,  and  mature  deli- 
•eration,  that  a bill,  as  we  humbly  conceive,  so 
'early  affecting  the  late  Union  in  one  of  its 
nost  fundamental  and  essential  articles,  re- 
jecting the  preservation  of  the  rights  and  pri- 
ileges,  which  our  Church  at  that  time  was 
xosessed  of  by  law,  for  the  security  of  which 
he  parliament  of  Scotland  was  so  much  con- 
cerned as  not  to  allow  their  commissioners  to 
nake  it  any  part  of  their  Treaty,  hut  reserved 
t as  a thing  unalterable  by  any  judicature 
lenving  its  constitution  from  the  said  Treaty, 
hall  not  be  approved  by  your  lordships,  especi- 
al while  the  nature  of  the  Treaty  itself  shews 
t to  be  a reciprocal  transaction  betwixt  the 
wo  nations.  W.  Carstaris. 

T.  Blackwell. 

R.  Bailey/* 

The  Patronage  Bill  pastes  both  Houses.]  It  is 
’bservable,  that  this  Representation  was  first 
innted  and  presented  with  this  title,  * To  the 
non  honourable  the  peers  of  Great- Britain  ;* 
>ut  an  exception  being  taken  to  it,  because  it 
criued  either  to  imply  that  the  Bishops  were 
«^rs  upon  the  same  foot  with  the  temporal 
°ds,  or  to  exclude  them  from  being  concerned 
n the  Address ; neither  of  which  would  be 
idraitted;  the  said  Representation  was  there- 
upon withdrawn,  and  new  printed  and  pre- 
«»ted  us  above.  It  is  also  to  be  observed,  that 
^withstanding  the  said  mistake,  which  fome 
*ere  apt  enough  to  construe  as  an  intended 
l'?ht  on  Episcopacy,  yet  five  of  the  Bishops 
*ho  entertained  more  charitable  thoughts, 
inn  wrre  apprehensive  of  the  fatal  consequences 
the  Bill  for  restorins  Lay  Patronages,  gave 
heir  votes  against  it.  But  the  majority  of  the 
douse  of  Lords  were  of  another  opinion  ; and 
|°  the  Bill  was  on  the  14th  of  April  sent  back 
10  the  Commons  with  a small  Amendment 
to  which  the  Commons  afterwards  agreed. 

* he  Grant- Bill  tacked  to  the  Lottery- Bill.] 
Pul  11.  The  Commons  read  a second  time  a 
* T°  appoint  Commissioners  to  examine 


* the  Value  of  all  lands,  and  other  interests 
1 granted  by  the  crown  since  the  13th  day  of 

* February  1688-9,  and  upon  what  conside- 

* ration  such  Grants  were  made,’  and  com- 
mitted the  same  to  the  committee  of  the  whole 
House,  to  whom  the  Bill  * To  raise  money  by 

* way  of  a Lottery,’  was  committed.  It  appear- 
ing by  this,  that  the  House  designed  to  tack 
these  two  Bills  notwithstanding  a former  Re- 
solution of  the  House  of  Lords  against  such  a 
practice  ; which  made  the  court  apprehensive 
that  the  same  might  occasion  unhappy  differ- 
ences between  both  Houses ; some  members 
of  the  House  of  Commons  endeavoured  to 
prevent  it,  but  the  majority  were  of  a contrary 
opinion. 

The  Grant-Bill  untacked  from  the  Lottery- 
Bill.]  May  6.  It  was  hinted  before,  that  some 
members  of  the  House  of  Commons,  did,  on 
the  21st  of  April,  endeavour  to  prevent  the 
tacking  of  the  Grant-Bill  to  the  Lottery-Bill ; 
but  though  they  then  failed  therein,  yet  (as  th« 
report  was  then  current)  upon  a promise  made 
by  a great  minister,  to  several  leading  men,  that 
he  would  use  all  his  interest#to  procure  the  pass- 
ing of  the  first  of  these  Bills  single  in  the  House 
of  Lords,  the  Commons  resolved,  M That  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  be  discharged 
from  the  instruction  to  alter  and  make  these 
two  into  one;”  which  was  carried  by  a majority 
of  300  voices  against  81. 

The  Grant-Bill  passes  the  Commons.]  ftfof 
10.  The  Grant-Bill,  with  the  amendments  made 
to  it,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  ; after  which 
the  Commons  resolved,  * That  the  Commission- 
ers for  putting  in  execution  the  trusts  and 
powers  in  the  said  Bill,  he  seven.  2.  That  no 
person  should  be  a Commissioner  who  had  any 
office  of  profit,  or  was  accountable  to  her  ma- 
jesty, or  has,  or  holds,  under  any  grant  from 
the  crown,  since  the  13th  of  February  1688-9. 
3.  That  the  Commissioners  might  be  member* 
of  the  House.  4.  That  they  be  chosen  by  bnl- 
lotting which,  according  to  order,  was  done 
on  Tuesday,  the  I3tl»  of  May,  and  the  majority 
of  voices  fell  upon  John  Hind  Cotton,  esq, 
the  hon.  James  Murray,  esq.  the  right  hon. 
Henry  viscount  Down,  Charles  Cholmondley, 
esq.  James  Bulteel,  esq.  W.  levinz,  esq.  and 
sir  Edmund  Bacon,  hart.  The  next  day  the 
Bill  wa«  passed  and  sent  to  the  Lords.  . 

The  Grant  Bill  dropped  in  the  Lords.]  The 
Bill  made  all  its  steps  through  the  House  of 
Lords,  to  the  last,  with  a small  majority  of  one 
or  two.  On  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill,  n 
warm  debate  arose : in  which, 

The  Duke  of  Argyle  said,  “ That,  if  for  the 
ease  of  the  public  it  was  found  proper  to  re- 
sume'tho  Grants  of  the  crown,  he  would  readily 
give  his  vote  for  it,  provided  they  would  go  so 
far  back,  as  the  Restoration  of  king  Charles  the 
second.  But  he  could  never  agree  to  limit  the 
Bill  to  Grants  of  king  William,  because  such 
an  act  would  be  injurious  to  the  memory  of  the 
deliverer  of  Great-Britain,  and  all  Europe; 
which  ought  to  be  had  in  reverence  by  all  honest 
men/' 
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The  Earl  of  Wharton,  the  lord  Cowper,  and 
lord  Halifax  spoke,  with  great  force  and  elo- 
quence, against  the  partiul  distinction  between 
Grants  since  the  Revolution,  and  those  before 
it ; adding,  that  such  a distinction  gave  too 
much  credit  to  a ministry,  who  by  the  passing 
of  the  Hill  would  have  the  means  in  their  hands 
to  rum  and  oppress  those,  who  had  not  the 
good  luck  to  please  them. 

The  Earl  of  Nottingham,  who  had  been  ab- 
sent the  first  two  days,  spoke  on  this  occasion, 
and  said,  u He  always  thought  those  Grants 
were  too  large  and  very  unseasonably  made ; 
but  he  thought  there  ought  to  be  an  equal  way 
of  proceeding  in  that  matter  ; they  ought  either 
to  resume  them  all,  or  to  bring  all  concerned 
in  them  to  an  equal  composition  : he  therefore 
could  not  approve  of  this  Hill,  which,  by  a 
very  clear  consequence,  would  put  it  in  the 
power  of  a fellow-subject,  to  resume  or  to 
cover  Grants,  at  his  pleasure;  and  so  it  would 
put  the  persons,  concerned  in  the  Grants,  into 
too  great  a depciidauce  on  him.” 

The  Lord  Treat urer  answered,  “ That  no 
one  had  reason  to  be  alarmed  at  the  Bill,  since 
the  intent  of  it  w as  only  to  examine  the  value 
of  the  Grants  made  by  king  William,  and  upon 
Avhat  considerations  they  were  given ; but  that 
as  it  was  presumed,  those,  who  enjoyed  them 
hud  rendered  very  signal  service  to  iheir  country, 
so  it  was  not  to  he  doubted,  but  the  parliament 
would  confirm  the  same.” 

The  Eail  of  Wharton  replied,  (i  That  it  was 
also  to  be  presumed,  that  those,  who  enjoyed 
the  Grants  of  king  Charles  the  second,  and  king 
James  the  second,  might  have  likewise  done 
important  service  to  the  nation  : wherefoie  it 
would  be  very  proper  to  look  into  the  motives 
of  all  those  grants,  in  order  to  confirm  them  to 
those  who  had  deserved  them.” 

The  Earl  of  Oxford  said,1*  T hat  he  had  been 
informed,  tltai  the  C ommons  had  no  design  ab- 
solutely to  resume  the  Grants  of  king  William, 
but  only  to  make  the  possessors  pay  the  value 
of  four  or  five  years  rent,  for  which  they  should 
have  the  Grants  conGrmed  to  them  lor  ever.” 
To  w hich, 

The  Earl  of  Wharton  again  replied,  u That 
he  would  not  call  in  question  what  a lord  of 
such  probity  and  sincerity  had  advanced  ; but 
that  the  resumption  of  all  the  Grants  uf  Ireland 
sufficiently  shewed,  that  the  Commons  had  not 
been  content  with  a part.” 

Several  other  speeches,  that  were  made  on 
both  sides,  prolonged  the  debate  till  between 
six  anil  seven  in  tbe  evening,  when  the  question 
being  put,  that  the  bill  do  pass,  it  appeared 
upon  the  gathering  of  die  votes,  that  there  were 
78  voices  on  each  side,  53  present,  and  25 
proxies  for  the  affirmative ; and  52  present, 
and  26  proxies  for  the  negative;  so  the  Votes 
being  equal,  by  the  rule  of  the  house,  the  ne- 
gative curried  it,  to  the  great  disappointment  of 
the  en  mils  of  the  Revolution.  It  was  observed 
that  the  loss  of  this  Bill  was  in  a great  measure 
owing  to  the  vigilance  of  the  late  duke  of  Port- 
land. lie  being  informed,  that  the  lord 


Colepepper  had  sent  his  prtysy  to  the  carlo 
Sunderland,  who  by  reason  of  his  indisposition 
could  not  produce  it,  immediately  dispatchra 
an  express  to  the  lord  Colepe  pper,  and  be  set-; 
his  proxy  to  another  lord  time  enough  tocreau 
pari  of  the  negative.  On  the  other  liand,iBUT 
were  of  opinion,  that  had  not  the  duke  uf 
Buckingham  and  the  earl  of  Strafford  abiMKed 
themselves  from  the  house,  tbe  Bui  had  cer- 
tainly passed.* 

“ * Upon  an  occasion  offered  tboqt  tbi 
lime,  some  persons,  out  of  distrust  tu  tbe  Trea- 
surer, endeavoured  to  obtain  a puiut, 
could  not  have  been  carried  without  patting 
into  confusion.  A bill  was  brought  into  tbe 
House  of  Commons,  appointing  Comma- 
sinners  to  examine  into  the  value  of  aliens, 
and  other  interests  granted  by  the  cruwo  suice 
the  13th  of  February,  1638,  and  upon  wut  con- 
siderations such  Grants  hud  been  made.  The 
united  country- interest  in  the  House  wi»  ex- 
tremely set  upon  passing  this  Bill.  They  bad 
conceived  an  opinion  from  former  precedents, 
that  the  court  would  certainly  oppose  ail  steps 
towards  a resumption  of  Grants;  and  these 
who  were  apprehensive  that  the  Treasurer  in- 
clined the  same  way,  proposed  the  bdlshcu 
be  tacked  to  auother,  for  raising  a fund  bj 
duties  upon  soap  and  paper  ; which  bath  U«a 
always  imputed  whether  justly  or  no,  as  i 
favourite  expedient  of  those  called  the  Ton 
party.  At  the  same  time  it  was  very 
know  n that  the  House  of  Lord*  had  wade a 
lixed  and  unanimous  Resolution  agsu-u 
giving  their  concurrence  to  the  passing  such 
united  bills  : so  that  the  consequences  ofihs 
project  must  have  been  to  bring  the  mifliftj 
under  difficulties,  to  stop  the  necessary  suppk» 
and  eudanger  the  good  correspondence  lx. 
both  Houses ; notwithstanding  all  which  u* 
majority  carried  it  for  a tack  ; aud  the  oxc- 
mittee  was  instructed  accordingly  to  make  tbe 
two  BiUs  into  one,  whereby  the  worst  that 
could  happen  would  have  followed,  iliheTrex* 
surer  had  not  convinced  the  warm  leaders  » 
this  affair,  by  undeniable  reasons,  Uut 
means  they  were  using  would  certainly 
point  the  end;  that  neither  himself,  uorcij 
other  of  the  queen's  servants  were  at  all  a^sxd 
this  enquiry  ; and  he  promised  h;s  otc.*t 
credit  to  help  forward  the  Bill  in  the  Housed 
Lords.  He  prevailed  at  last  to  have  it  seat 
single;  but  their  lordships  gate  it  MDOictf 
kind  of  reception.  Those  who  were  o:  tl« 
side  opposite  to  the  court,  withstood  it*0  • 
man,  as  in  a party  case  : among  the  rest  w** 
very  personally  concerned,  aud  others  bv 
friends  aud  relations  w hich  they  supposed 1 
sufficient  excuse  to  be  abseut,  or  dtsseaL 
Even  those  w hose  grants  were  antecedent  to 
this  intended  inspection  began  to  be  alarmed  ° 
men,  whose  neigh  hours  bouses  are  od  fire.  A 
shew  of  zeal  for  the  late  king’s  honour, occa*02- 
ed  many  reflections  upon  the  date  of  tk* 
enquiry,  which  was  to  commence  with  c* 
iVgn  : and  the  earl  of  Nottingham,  who  had 
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Dilate  on  the  State  of  the  Campaign .]  May 
12.  The  queen  come  to  the  house  of  peers,  and 
;a*e  the  royal  assent  to  the  Money-Bills  and 
tthers.  As  the  earl  of  Strafford  was  now  in  Lon- 
!on,  it  was  expected,  the  queen  would  have  laid 
>efurc  the  parliament  a state  of  the  N egociations 
)f  Peace  which  had  been  carrying  on  at  the 
ihgue.  But,  some  points  not  being  yet  set- 
led  between  the  British  and  French  courts, 
he  did  not  think  fit  to  make  a speech  to  both 
looses..  However,  the  Speaker,  at  presenting 
he  Lottery-hill,  said,  in  his  compliment  to  the 
loeen,  “ Your  faithful  Commons  are  in  hopes, 
iiat  what  they  have  so  chearfully  eiven,  for 
'our  majesty's  occasions,  will  enable  your 
najestv  to  put  an  end  to  the  preseht  war  by 
afe  and  honourable  pence.”  There  being  no 
iccount  come  of  any  peace,  as  soon  as  tbeCom- 
cons  were  returned  to  their  House,  Mr.  Benson, 

low  flung  away  the  mask  which  he  lately  pulled 
>ff,  like  one  who  had  no  other  view  but  tint 
)f  vengeance  against  the  queen  and  her  friends, 
teted  consistently  enou*(i  with  his  design,  by 
ro:ing  as  a lord  against  the  Bill,  after  he  had 
lirected  his  son  in  the  House  of  Commons  to 
rote  for  the  tack. 

“ Thus  miscarrird  this  popular  Bill  for  ap- 
wintingCommissioners  into  Royal  Grants ; hut 
whether  those  chiefly  concerned  did  rightly 
insult  their  own  interest  hath  been  made  a 
|t»stion,  which  perhaps  time  will  resolve.  It 
agreed  that  thequecn  by  her'own  authority, 
flight  have  issued  out  ^ commission  for  such  an 
mqoinr,  end  every  body  believed  that  the  in- 
eDtion  of  the  parliament  was  only  to  tax  the 
jrantswith  about  three  years  purchase,  and  nt 
he  same  time  establish  the  proprietors  in  pos- 
«s  on  of  ti  e remainder  for  ever  ; so  tLnt, 
*pon  the  whole,  the  grantees  would  have  been 
treat  gainers  by  such  an  net,  since  the  titles  of 
hose  lands,  as  they  stood  then,  were  hardly  of 
half  value  with  others  either  for  sale  or  settle- 
Besides  the  examples  of  the  Irish  fur- 
nitures might  have  taught  these  precarious 
>*ner$,  that  when  the  Ilonse  of  Commons  hath 
>nee  engaged  in  a pursuit  which  they  think  is 
ht.lit.  although  it  he  stopped  or  suspended  for 
* while,  they  will  be  sure  to  renew  it  up  >n 
frery  opportunity  that  offers,  and  seldom  fail 
*f  success  : for  instance,  if  the  resumption 
should  happen  to  be  made  part  of  a supply, 
•Inch cun  be  easily  done  v.i  Lout  the  rejection 
*fa  tick,  the  grantee's  might  possibly  then  have 
nuch  harder  conditions  given  them  ; and  I do 
>ot sec  how th°y  could  prevent  it.  Whether 
l<?  resuming  of  Royal  G.mts  he  consistent  with 
rood  policy  or  justice  would  he  too  long  a dis- 
Jti.^non:  be  ’,  les,  the  prof  isi*n  of  kings  is 
*>t  like  to  ben  grievance  for  the  future,  be- 
‘ ■^e  there  have  been  laws  since  made  to  pro- 
n-ie  against  that  evil,  of  indeed  rather  because 
nt  crown  has  nothing  left  to  give  away.  But 
ke  objection  made*  against  the  date  of  the 
Mended  enquiry  was  invidious  and  trifling  ; 

: ,r  king  James  U,  made  very  few  grants  : he  j 
***  a better  manager,  and  squandering  was  : 
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Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  afterwards  lord 
Bingley,  moved,  that  the  call  of  the  House 
(which  had  been  several  titnes  put  off)  might 
he  adjourned  to  the  4th  of  June,  when  he  did 
not  doubt  but  the  queen  would  lay  before  them 
the  result  of  the  present  ncgociations. 

Mr.  Hampden  complained,  saying,  u Not- 
withstanding all  the  promises  given  from  time 
to  time  to  the  Commons,  we  have  an  unnotive 
and  lazy  campaign,  and  a trifling  negotiation 
of  peace  ; so  that  we  are  amused  by  our  minis- 
ters at  home,  and  tricked  by  our  enemies 
abroad.” 

Mr.  Secretary  St.  John  had  too  great  a share 
in  the  management  of  affairs  not  to  resent 
these  insinuations;  and  said  with  some  emo- 
tion, “That  they  highly  reflected  on  her  ma- 
jesty. and  her  ministers.  But  though  some 
members  had  been  sent  to  the  Tower  for  less 


none  of  his  faults ; whereas  the  late  king,  w ho 
came  over  here  a perfect  stranger  to  ourlaws 
and  to  our  people,  regardless  of  posterity, 
wherein  he  was  not  likely  to  survive,  thought 
hi?  could  no  way  better  strengthen  a new  title 
than  by  purchasing  friends  at  the  expence  of 
everything  which  wasin  his  power  to  part  with. 

4<  The  reasonableness  of  uniting  to  a Money 
Bill  one  of  a different  nature,  which  is  usually 
called  tackiug,  hath  been  likewise  much 
debated  and  will  admit  of  argument  enough. 
In  ancient  times  when  a parliament  was  held, 
the  Commons  first  proposed  the  ir  grievances  t*» 
!e  redressed,  and  then  gave  their  aids;  so 
that  it  was  a perfect  bargain  between  the  king 
and  the  subject.  This  fully  answered  the  end, 
of  tacking.  Aids  were  then  demanded  upon 
occasions  which  would  hardly  pass  at  present; 
such  for  instance,  as  those  for  making  the 
king’j  son  a knight,  marrying  his  eldest  daughter, 
and  some  others  of  the  like  sort.  Most  of  the 
money  went  into  the  king’s  coffers  for  his 
private  use ; neither  was  he  accountable  for 
any  part  of  it.  Hence  arose  the  form  of  the 
king’s  thanking  his  subjects  for  their  benevo- 
lence, when  any  subsidies,  tenths,  or  fifteenth^ 
were  given  him  : but  the  supplies  now  granted 
are  of  another  nature  and  cannot  be  properly 
called  a particular  benefit  to  the  crown,  because 
they  are  all  appropriated  to  their  several  uses; 
so  that  when  the  House  of  Commons  tack  to  a 
Money-Bill  what  is  foreign  and  hard  to  be 
digested,  if  it  be  not  pasted,  they  put  them- 
selves and  their  country  in  as  great  difficulties 
as  the  prince.  On  the  other  side,  there  have 
been  several  regulations  made  through  the 
course  of  time,  jn  parliamentary  proceedings: 
among  which  it  is  grown  a rule,  that  a bill  once 
rejected  shall  not  be  brought  up  again  the 
Mime  session  ; whereby  the  Commons  seem  to 
have  lost  the  advantage  of  purchasing  a redress 
of  their  grievances  by  granting  supplies,  which 
upon  some  emergencies,  hath  put  them  upon 
this  expedient  of  tacking  : so  that  there  is 
more  to  be  said  on  each  side  of  the  case,  than 
I is  convenient  for  me  to  trouble  the  reader  or 
: myself  in  deducing.”  Swift’s  Four  List  Years. 
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offences,  and  that  he,  who  spoke  last,  might  be 
fond  of  that  honour,  yet  he  hoped  the  llouse 
would  be  of  another  opinion.” 

Sir  Richard  Onslow  replied,  u That  to  sup- 
pose her  majesty,  or  her  ministers  to  have  any 
influence  on  the  deliberations  of  that  House, 
was  injurious  to  her  majesty,  and  a violation  of 
the  privileges  of  that  House.” 

In  which  he  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Lechmere. 
But  the  debate  went  no  further,  in  considera- 
tion, as  the  friends  of  the  prevailing  party  sug- 
gested, that,  the  session  drawing  to  an  end,  the 
commitment  of  a member  at  that  time  would 
rather  be  a pride  than  a mortification  to  him. 
And  so,  according  to  the  motion  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  the  call  of  the  House 
was  put  off  till  the  4th  of  June. 

May  28.  Mr.  Pulteney  moved,  That  au 
humble  Address  be  presented  to  her  majesty, 
“ That  her  faithful  Commons  are  justly  alarmed 
at  the  intelligences  received  from  abroad,  that 
her  general  in  Flanders  has  declined  to  act 
offensively  against  France,  in  concurrence  with 
her  Allies  ; and  being  under  the  deepest  con- 
cern for  the  dangerous  consequences  which 
must  arise  from  thence  to  the  common  cause, 
do  with  all  humility  beseech  her  majesty,  that 
speedy  instructions  may  be  given  to  her  General 
in  Flanders,  to  prosecute  the  War  with  the  ut- 
most vigour,  in  conjunction  with  her  Allies,  ns 
the  best  means  to  obtain  a safe  and  honourable 
peace  for  her  majesty,  and  all  of  them ; and  to 
quiet  the  minds  of  the  people,  whocannot.but  he 
extremely  apprehensive  of  the  fatal  consequences 
of  such  a division.”  But  after  a debate,  in 
which  Mr.  Secretary  gave  assurances  much  to 
the  same  purpose  as  the  Lord  High-Treasurer 
had  done  in  the  House  of  Lords,  the  motion 
beiug  formed  into  question,  and  the  question 
put,  it  was  carried  in  the  negative,  by  a majori- 
ty of  203  voices  against  73. 

Resolution  for  putting  an  entire  Confidence 
in  the  Queen.]  After  which  it  was  resolved, 
4i  That  this  House  hath  an  entire  confidence  in 
her  majesty’s  most  gracious  promise,  to  com- 
municate to  her  parliament  the  terms  of  the 
Peace  before  the  same  shall  be  concluded  ; and 
that  they  will  support  her  majesty  in  obtaining 
an  honourable  and  safe  Peace,  against  all  such 
persons,  either  at  home  or  abroad,  who  have  en- 
deavoured and  slisdl  endeavour  to  obstruct 
the  same:  And  that  the  said  Resolution  be 
Jaid  before  her  majesty  by  the  whole  House.” 

The  Queen’s  Anstcer  thereto.]  The  said  Re- 
solution being  accordingly  laid  before  the 
queen,  on  the  30th,  her  majesty  was  pleased  to 
return  this  Answer: 

“ Gentlemen,  I thank  you  most  heartily  for 
this  Resolution,  which  is  dutiful  to  me,  honest 
to  your  country,  and  very  seasonable  at  this 
time,  when  so  many  artifices  are  used  to  ol>- 
atruct  a good  Peace,  or  to  force  one  disadvan- 
tageous to  Britain.' 

Debate  in  the  Jjords  on  the  Duke  of  Or- 
mond’s declining  to  fight.]  May  27.  The 
Lord  Halifax  acquainted  the  House  of  Peers, 

“ That  he  hiyJ  matters  of  great  importance  to 


lay  before  them and  desired,  that  the  tt*r. 
bers  might  he  summoned  to  attend  the  una 
of  the  House  the  next  day.  The  Peers  ba:  ; 
in  a full  House  on  the  28th  of  Mar,  the  led 
Halifax  made  a speech,  wherein  lie  first  to* 
notice  of  the  strange  declaration  made  in  tk 
army  by  the  cluke  of  Ormond  : then  shened  ts 
ill  consequences  of  such  a proceeding,  and  lk 
necessity  of  carrying  on  the  war  witbtipwr; 
aud  concluded  with  a motion  for  an  Address, 
“ humbly  to  desire  her  mojerty  to  lay  Wwr 
the  House  the  Orders  she  had  sent  to  the  Ge- 
neral, and  to  order  him  to  act  ofiittMneljfl 
concert  with  the  Allies.”  When  be  had 
speaking,  some  objections  were  raised  as  talk 
matter  of  fact ; but  though  the  lord  Hiici 
did  not  want  proofs,  having  among  otbri,  > 
copy  of  prince  Eugene's  Letter,  jet  be  did  cc 
think  proper  to  produce  it;  and  some  oitd 
Wing  lords  contented  themsehes  w ith  press:; 
those  in  the  ministry  to  acquaint  the  House. 
Whether  any  orders  of  restraint  had  Ues& 
to  the  duke  of  Ormond  ? 

The  Lord  Treasurer , who  was  most  ad- 
eemed in  this  affair,  answered,  “Tbattk*. 
who  had  the  honour  to  sene  the  queen,  c*u 
not  reveal  the  orders  she  gave  to  her  Geaeai, 
without  a particular  direction  from  hern* 
jesty ; and  that,  in  his  opinion,  those  onlc? 
were  not  lit  to  be  divulged.  Tluit  however, k 
would  adventure  to  say,  that,  ff  the  duif - 
Ormond  had  refused  to  act  offensively, 
not  doubt,  hut  he  had  followed  his  inssmes* 
and  it  was  prudence  not  to  hazard  a battle  op* 
the  point  ol  concluding  a good  peace, espec^.1 
considering  they  had  to  deal  with  an  enemy « 
apt  to  break  his  word.”* 

The  Earl  of  Whurton  said,  u He  ***  0- 
treroely  glad  to  find  that  noble  lord  so  c*» 
as  to  acknowledge  the  insincerity  of  Franc* 
But  that,  in  his  opinion,  this  was  s *0Sg 
reason  for  keeping  no  measures  with  k® 
an  eneinv,  but  rather  for  pushing  him  wud  is* 
utmost  vigour,  till  he  was  reduced  to  the 
cessity  of  dealing  houestly.” 

The  Lord  Treasurer  replied,  u Thouftj* 
duke  of  Ormond  might  have  refused  to  bn*-" 
a general  action,  yet  lie  could  be 
w ould  not  decline  joining  with  the  Allies  in 5 
siege,  orders  having  been  sent  him  for  tbtfp 
pose.” 


• “ May  31.  I believe  the  news  of  the 
of  Ormond,  producing  letters  in  the  Conner 
War,  with  orders  not  to  fight,  will  surpruf.^6 
in  Ireland.  Lord  Treasurer  said  in  thcH^ 
of  Lord*,  that  in  a few  days  the  treaty  of pc* 
should  be  laid  before  them;  aud  our  cf** 
thought  it  wrong  to  hazard  a battle,  and  •e#'® 
many  lives  in  such  a juncture.  If  tie  ¥&* 
holds,  all  will  do  well,  otherwise  I koo,Bfij 
how  we  shall  weather  it.  And  it  wisreri^' 
as  a wrong  step  in  politic*  for  lordTraS3* 
to  open  himself  so  much.  The  Secretary  1 
not  go  so  far  to  satisfy  the  Whigs  in  the  Hr  *| 
of  Commons;  but  these  all  went swinuwsff’ 
Swifi’f  Journal. 
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The  Duke  of  Marlborough  said,  u He  did 
not  know  how  to  reconcile  the  orders,  not  to 
hazard  a battle,  and  to  join  in  u siege,  to  the 
rules  of  war  ; since  it  was  impo^ible  to  make  a 
siege,  without  either  hazarding  a battle,  in  case 
the  enemy  attempted  to  relieve  the  place,  or 
shamefully  raising  the  siege.” 

The  Duke  of  Argyte,  on  the  other  hand  ex- 
cused the  orders  given  to  the  duke  of  Ormond, 
and,  among  other  things,  said,  44  That  in  his 
opinion,  since  the  time  of  Julius  Caesar,  there 
had  not  been  a greater  captain  than  prince 
Eugene  of  Savoy : hut  that,  nevertheless,  con- 
sidering the  different  interests  of  the  house  of 
Austria  and  of  Great  Britain,  it  might  not  con- 
sist with  prudence  to  trust  him  with  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  war,  because  a battle,  won  or 
lost,  might  intirely  break  off  a negociation  of 
Peace,  which,  in  all  probability,  was  near  being 
concluded.  That,  according  to  his  know  ledge, 
nothing  was  more  uncertain  than  the  issue  of 
a battle,  where  victory  was  still  wavering,  and 
so  often  changed  sides,  that  they,  who,  after 
five  or  six  successful  charges,  thought  them- 
selves sure  of  gaining  the  day,  had  at  last  been 
routed  and  put  to  Bight.  Adding,  that  two 
jetrs  before  the  confederates  might  have  taken 
Arras  or  Cambray,  instead  of  amusing  them- 
wlvcs  wiih  the  insignificant  conquests  of  Aire, 
Bcthune,  and  St.  Venant.” 

The  Earl  of  Nottingham  declared  on  the 
other  side,  44  That  he  could  not  comprehend 
"by  orders  had  been  given  to  our  General  not 
to  fighr,  unless  certain  persons  were  apprehen- 
sive of  weakening  the  French,  so  far  as  to  dis- 
able them  to  assist  them  in  bringing  about  de- 
sgiu,  which  they  durst  not  yet  own.’* 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire  stud  on  the  same 
side,  14  That,  by  the  proximity  of  blood, 
he  was  more  concerned  for  the  duke  of  Or- 
mond’s reputation  than  any  other;  and  there- 
fore he  could  not  forbear  declaring,  he  was  sur- 
prised to  see  any  one  dare  to  make  a nobleman 
of  the  first  rank,  and  of  so  distinguished  a cha- 
racter, the  instrument  of  such  a proceeding.*' 
The  Earl  Pawlet  answered,  44  That  no  body 
could  doubt  of  the  duke  of  Ormond’s  courage 
and  bravery ; but  that  he  was  not  like  a cer- 
tain General,  who  led  troops  to  the  slaughter,  to 
cause  a great  number  of  officers  to  be  knocked 
pn  the  bead  in  a battle,  or  against  stone  walls, 
order  to  fill  his  pockets,  by  disposing  of 
their  commissions. 

This  reflection,  so  visibly  levelled  at  the  duke 
°f  Marlborough,  could  not  but  very  sensibly 
affect  him ; but  he  restrained  his  resentment 
a while,  aad  remained  silent*.  On  the  other 
hand, 


u l*  8000  M l**e  was  UP»  l°rd 

Mohun  went  to  the  earl  Pawlet,  and  told  him, 
*hat  the  duke  of  Marihomugh  desired  to  have 
an  cclaircissement  with  his  lordship,  about  some 

expresses  he  had  used  in  that  day’s  debate  : 
therefore  desired  him  to  go  and  take  the 
air  "i  the  country.  The  earl,  who  readily  un- 
crstr>od  the  meaning  of  such  ho  eclaircisscment, 
VI. 
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The  Lord  Coaster  made  a long  speech,  where- 
in be  complained  of  their  being  kept  so  long  in* 
the  dark  about  llie  progress  of  a negociation  of 
Peace;  and  some  other  Whig  Lords  haring 
pressed  the  earl  of  Strafford  to  give  the  House 
an  account  of  it,  he  excused  himself,  us  not 
having  the  queen's  orders  for  it.  But, 

The  Lord  Treasurer  assured  them,  44  That 
in  a few  days,  her  majesty,  according  to  her 
promise,  would  lay  before  her  parliament  the' 
conditions,  which  he  doubted  not  would  give  in- 
tire  satisfaction  to  every  member  of  thut  house, 
and  to  all  true  Englishmen.”  Some  Lords 
having  declared  their  apprehensions  of  a sepa- 
rate peace,  the  Treasurer  assured  them,  44  that 
nothing  of  that  nature  was  ever  intended  ; amt 
that  such  a Peace  would  he  so  base,  so  knavish, 
and  so  villainous  a thing,  that  every  one,  who 
served  the  queen,  knew  they  must  answer  it 
with  their  heads  to  the  nation  ; hut  that  it 
would  appear  to  be  a safe  and  n glorious  peace, 
much  more  to  the  honour  ami  interest  of  tin: 
nation,  than  the  preliminaries  that  were  agreed 
to  three  years  before.  He  also  alimnc-d,  that 
the  allies  knew  of  it,  and  were  satisfied  with  it." 

The  Lord  Halifax , observing  the  disposition 
of  the  house,  would  have  dropped  his  motion, 
without  dividing : but  the  court-party,  being 
sure  of  a majority,  insisted  to  have  the  ques- 
tion for  adjourning  the  debate  ; which  being 
carried  in  the  affirmative  by  68  voices  against. 
40,  26  of  the  latter  entered  their  protests 
against  the  Orders  given  to  the  duke  of  Or- 
mond. This  point  being  gained,  the  earl  of 

asked  my  lord  Mohun,  Whether  he  brought 
him  a challenge  ? To  which  he  answered,  That 
liis  message  wanted  no  explanation,  and  that 
he  would  accompany  the  duke  of  Marlborough. 
The  earl  Pawlet  being  returned  home,  with 
some  emotion,  and  having  given  his  lady  a hint 
of  what  had  passed,  the  earl  of  Dartmouth, 
secretary  of  state,  was  soon  acquainted  with  it; 
and  went  immediately  to  the  duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough, and  desired  hioi  not  to  stir  abroad.  At 
the  same  time,  his  lordship  caused  two  centries 
to  be  placed  at  the  earl  Paw  let’s  house ; and, 
having  informed  the  queen  of  the  whole  affair, 
her  majesty  sent  him  back  to  the  duke  of  Marl- 
borough, to  desire  him,  that  this  might  go  no 
further.  His  grace  gave  his  word  of  honour, 
that  he  would  comply  with  her  majesty’s  com- 
i mauds  : hut,  though  this  quarrel  ended  without 
bloodshed,  yet  many  began  to  apprehend  the 
consequences  of  the  heats  and  animosities  of 
the  two  parties,  which  daily  increased.  The 
duke  of  Marlborough  was  ul'tcrwards  severely 
censured  4 for  setting  the  example  of  party- 
4 duels:’  but,  on  the  other  hand,  the  tongues  of 
most  people  were  very  free  with  the  duke  of 
Ormond;  and,  to  this  purpose,  we  may  take 
notice,  that,  an  alehouse-keeper  in  Westmins- 
ter, having,  either  for  a jest  sake,  or  out  of 
mere  simplicity,  set  up  for  his  sign  his  grace’s 
head,  with  this  inscription,  the  * General  of 
* Peace,’  the  government  ordered  the  saint  It 
be  taken  down.”  Tiodal- 
4 D 
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Strafford  suggested,  u That,  before  the  house 
entered  upon  the  negociittion  of  Utrecht,  they 
would  do  well  to  examine  into  those  of  the 
Hague  and  Gertiuydeqhurg;  upon  which  he  ' 
would  communicate  to  them  two  observations 
ho  had  made  during  his  residence  in  Holland  : 
First,  that,  at  the  Hague  the  French  ministers 
conserved  only  with  the  pensionary,  who,  having 
made  his  report  to  the  States-gcneral,  com- 
municated no  more  of  ii  to  the  ministers  of  the 
allies,  than  what  was  judged  proper  to  let  them 
know;  so  that  tire  Hutch  were . absolute  mas- 
ters of  the  seeiet  of  that  negociation,  as  they 
were  afterwards  of  that  of  Gerlruydcnburg. 
Secondly,  that  the  States- general  had  consent- 
ttr  to  give  Naples  and  Sicily  to  king  Philip; 
which  shewed  even  at  that  time,  that  the  re- 
covery of  the  whole  monarchy  of  Spain  was 
l'-okcil  upon  as  impracticable.”  He  said  he 
had  his  iuformati&n  from  one  of  the  two,  who 
hid  been  employed  in  those  conferences ; by 
which  it  was  plain  that  he  meant  liuys.  lie 
concluded  with  a motion  for  uddrtssiug  her 
majesty,  “ 'l  h it  she  would  he  pleased  to  cause 
the  Papers  relating  to  the  Negociaticms  of  the 
Hague  and  Gertruydenbmg  to  he  laid  before 
the  House;”  which  was  carried  without  divid- 
ing. Hut  nothing  followed  upon  thia ; for  it  w as 
said  to  be  dcsigued  only  to  amuse  the  Mouse. 

Protest  uguinst  the  Orders  for  not  fighting.] 
It  was  observed  before,  That  seven  Lords 
protested  against  the  Orders  produced  by 
the  duLe  of  Ormond,  not  to  act  offensively 
against  the  French.  Not  many  days  after,  the 
suid  Protest  was  publi-hed  in  print,  containing 
in  substance,  “ 1.  That  their  lordships  con- 
ceived, such  an  order  as  was  proposed  in  the 
question,  to  he  absolutely  necessary,  because 
they  were  convinced  that  the  duke  of  Ormond 
lay  under  some  order  of  restraint  from  acting 
offensively,  not  only  from  the  accounts  which 
were  public  both  here  mid  in  Holland,  of  his 
declaring  it  to  prince  Eugene  and  to  the  depu- 
ties of  tiie  States,  at  their  late  consultation, 
when  both  prince  Eugene  and  those  deputies 
earnestly  pressed  him  to  join  in  attacking  the 
French  army,  which  was  then  known  to  be 
much  inferior  to  that  of  the  allies,  both  in  the 
number  and  condition  of  their  troops,  hut  also 
that  nothing  of  this  whole  matter  was  denied 
by  those  lords,  who  had  the  means  of  knowing 
these  facts,  as  undoubtedly  would  have  been 
without  scruple,  had  not  the  said  facts  been 
true  ; since  no  scruple  was  made  of  acquaint- 
ing t he  house  w ith  a subsequent  order  very 
lately  sent  to  the  duke  of  Ormond,  allowing 
(hjiy  to  join  in  a siege : which  was  a further 
evidence  that  lie  had  before  some  order  of 
restraint,  for  otherwise  this  last  order  would  he 
unnecessary  and  absurd;  it  being  a genera), 
constant,  and  standing  instruction  to  every 
Commander  in  Chief,  by  land  or  sea,  to  do  his 
utmost  endeavour  to  annoy  the  enemy.  And 
it  is  manifest  by  ibis  last  order,  that  even  in 
Uic  opinion  of  the  ministers,  it  was  expedient 
to  take  off  this  restraint,  to  some  degree;  and 
tfcc  leaving  the*  duke  of  Ornioud  still  under  n 


restraint  from  giviug  battle  to  the  Freoci, 
seemed  most  unaccountable,  and  iiiconsiiieai 
with  the  liberty  indulged  to  him  of  joining  tat 
siege,  nnd  rendered  it  altogether  melon ; for 
no  place,  when  taken,  could  be  of  such  ad- 
vantage to  the  allies  as  Cambrav,  which  open 
a free  passage  for  our  army  into  the  ktsrto! 
France;  and  it  was  impossible  to  besiege  ilat 
place,  without  dislodging  the  Freuch  from  tber 
encampment;  aud  this  was  also  impossible,;: 
the  Fifncli  would  keep  ihcir  ground.  Other 
attempts  seemed  to  he  of  little  use,  but  aid* 
serve  to  give  the  French  time,  which  they  did 
not  want  skill  to  improve.-  2dly,  That  lb«y 
conceived  it  would  be-  derogatory  to  her  ma- 
jesty’s honour,  to  public  Gith,  an«t  that  justict 
which  was  due  to  her  majesty**  allies ; snd  that 
it  was  a sort  of  imposing  upon  our  allies  t 
cessation  of  arms,  without  their  consent, and 
in  the  most  prejudicial  manner,  because  they 
were  not  so  much  ns  acquainted  with  it,  acd 
so  might  have  been  led  into  great  difficulties; 
besides  (Hat,  it  frustrated  all  essential  advirt- 
ages  against  the  common  enemy,  which  might 
be  of  fatal  consequence  to  this  nation  and  a- 
Europe. — 3dly,  because  it  was  acknowledged 
tliM  u General  Pence  was  not  concluded,  at 
indeed  it  was  very  unlikely  it  should  be,  then 
having  been  no  answer  in  writing  given  by  the 
French  to  the  specific  demands  of  the  allies, 
though  the  same  were  delivered  to  the  Frendi 
three  months  ago  : and  it  was  further  declared, 
there  was  no  Separate  Peace,  nay,  that  sach 
a Peace  would  he  foolish,  knavish,  and  villain- 
ous. And,  theiefore,  while  we  were  in  war, 
and  imviug  no  security  of  a Peace,  their  lord- 
ships conceived  that  such  an  order  of  restrain 
was  a plain  neglect  of  all  (Lose  happy  oppor- 
tunities which  Providence  might,  and  lately 
did,  put  into  uur  hands,  of  subduing  our  extern*, 
and  forcing  him  to  a just  and  honourable 
Peace.  And  surely  it  was  imprudent  and  dan- 
gerous to  rely  on  the  promises  of  Fraact, 
which  were  so  far  bom  being  any  security  that 
even  a Peace  would  not  he  safe,  in  their  op 
nion,  unless  it  be  such  as  gave  so  full  satisfac- 
tion to  the  allies,  that  they  should  be  wiliiof  to 
join  with  us  in  a mutual  Guaranty  of  it.— Tb*! 
her  majesty  having  with  great  wisdom  declares 
to  this  parliament.  That  the  best  means  of  ob- 
taining  a good  Peace  was  to  make  early  preps* 
rations  for  War,  and  a vigorous  pro*p#UW®  °* 
it : and  since  the  parliament  had  with  F*1* 
duty  nnd  deference  to  her  majesty,  and  a jus* 
wal  for  the  interests  of  their  country,  and 
Europe,  given  very  great  supplies  for  that  pur- 
pose. Their  lordships  conceived  that  such  aa 
order  of  restraint,  being  very  different  tu» 
that  declaration  of  Her  majesty,  must  be  tb* 
effect  of  very  ill  advice;  by  which  the  parlia- 
ment's good  intention  would  be  defeated,*®® 
all  those  heavy  loads  of  taxes,  which  they  hMf 
for  so  good  purposes  chearfully  given,  rendered 
fruitless  and  unnecessary  ; and  might,  m con- 
clusion, after  having  thus  trifled  away  ost 
wealth  and  time,  bring  us  into  the  neces>i«J 
of  accepting  such  » Peace,  as  i?  should  pie** 
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an  insolent  and  domineering  enemy  to  give 

w.* 

This  Protest  was  also  published  abroad  in 
French  nnd  other  languages;  and  the  names  of 
the  peers  who  signed  it  were  the  dukes  of  De- 
vonshire, Marlborough,  Rutland,  Bolton,  Mon- 
tagu, and  Somerset ; the  marquis  of  Dorches- 
ter ; the  earls  of  Wharton,  Derby,  Nottingham, 
Bridgewater,  Godolphiti,  Carlisle,  Orford,  and 
Scarborough;  the  lord  viscount  Townshend : 
the  lords  bishops  of  Oxford,  Sarum,  Bangor, 
and  St.  Asaph;  and  the  lords  Rockingham, 
Cowper,  Haver.-ham,  Mnhun,  nnd  Halifax. 

BtU  to  restrain  the  Licentiousness  of  the 
Pres*.]  June  2.  Sir  Gilbert  Dolben  reported 
from  the  committee  of  the  whole  house,  to 
whom  it  was  teferred  to  consider  of  that  part 
of  her  majesty’s  Message  to  this  house,  the 
17th  of  January  last,  which  relates  to  the 
Rreat  Licence  taken  in  publishing  false  and 
scandalous  Libels,  the  Resolutions  which  they 
had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  house  : viz. 

“ 1.  That  the  great  liberty  taken  in  printing 
and  publishing  false,  scandalous,  and  impious 
Libels,  creates  division  among  her  majesty’s 
subjects,  tends  to  the  disturbance  of  the  public 
peace,  to  the  encrcase  of  immorality,  prophnne- 
i'-css,  and  irreligion,  and  is  highly  prejudicial  to 
her  majesty,  and  her  government.  2.  That 
the  want  of  a due  regulation  of  the  Press,  is  a 
great  occasion  of  the  said  mischief.  0.  That 
all  Printing-Presses  be  registered  with  the 
* arm  of  the  owners,  and  their  places  of  abode. 
4.  That  to  every  book,  pamphlet,  and  paper 
which  shall  be  printed,  there  be  set  the  Name 
and  the  place  of  abode  of  the  Auihor,  Printer 
and  Publisher  thereof.  5.  That  no  Bookseller, 
or  other  person,  shall  sell  or  disperse  any  hook, 
pamphlet,  or  paper,  to  which  the  name  nnd 
place  of  abode  of  the  Author,  Printer,  nnd  Pub- 
lisher shall  not  be  set."  The  Commons  ordered 
a Bill  to  be  brought  in  upon  the  said  Resolu- 
tions. 

'Die  Queen's  Speech  containing  the  Plan 
of  the  Peace.]  June  0.  '1  he  queen  came 

to  the  House  of  Peers  with  the  usual  so- 
lemnity, and  having  given  the  royal  assent  to 
several  bills,  her  majesty  made  the  following 
Speech  to  both  Houses  : 

“ My  tards  nnd  Gentlemen, 

“ The  ranking  pence  and  wnr  is  the  undoubt- 
ed prerogative  of  the  crown;  yet  such  is  the 
Confidence  i place  in  you,  that,  at  the  opening 
cf  this  session,  I acquainted  you,  that  a nego- 
oation  for  a General  Peace  was  begun,  and  af- 
terwards, by  messages,  1 promised  to  commu- 
nicate to  you  the  terms  of  peace,  before  the 
tame  should  be  concluded. — In  pursuance  of 
that  promise,  1 now  come  to  let  you  know,  upon 
what  terms  a General  Peace  may  be  made. — I 
need  not  mention  the  difficulties  which  arise 
from  the  very  nature  of  this  affair,  and  it  is  but 
too  apparent,  that  these  difficulties  might  have 
been  enertased  by  other  obstructions,  artfully 
contrived  to  hinder  this  great  and  good  work. — j 
Nothing  however  has  moved  me  from  steadily  ! 
punuing,  in  the  first  place,  the  true  interest  of  j 
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my  own  kingdoms,  and  1 have  not  omitted  any 
thing  which  might  procure  to  all  our  ullies  what 
is  due  to  them  by  treaties,  nnd  what  is  neces- 
sary for  their  security. — The  assuring  of  (tie 
Protestant  Succession,  as  by  law  established,  in 
the  house  of  Hanover,  to  these  kingdoms, 
!>eing  what  I have  nearest  at  heart,  particular 
care  is  taken,  not  only  to  have  that  acknow- 
ledged in  the  strongest  terms,  but  io  have  an 
additional  security,  by  the  removal  of  that  per- 
son out  of  the  dominions  of  France,  who  has 
pretended  to  disturb  this  settlement. — The  ap- 
prehension that  Spain  and  the  West  Indies 
might  be  united  to  France,  was  the  chief  in- 
ducement to  begin  this  war,  mid  tho  effectual 
preventing  of  such  an  uuion,  was  the  principle 
1 laid  clown  nt  the  commencement  of  this 
treaty. — Former  examples  nnd  the  late  nego- 
ciationssutTicien.lv  shew,  how  difficult  it  is  to 
find  means  to  accomplish  this  work.  I w'ould 
not  content  myself  with  such  as  arc  speculative, 
or  depend  on  treaties  only  ; I insisted  on  what 
is  solid,  nnd  to  have  at  hand  the  power  of  exe- 
cuting what  should  be  agreed.— I can  therefore 
now  tell  you,  That  France  at  last  is  brought  to 
offer,  that  the  duke  of  Anjou  shall,  for  himself, 
and  liis  descendants,  icnmmce  for  ever  all 
claim  to  the  crown  of  France.  And  that  this 
important  nrticle  may  he  exposed  to  no  hazard, 
the  performance  is  to  accompany  the  promise. 
— At  the  same  time,  the  succession  to  the 
crown  of  France  is  to  be  declared,  after  the 
death  of  the  pre^eiit  Dauphin  and  his  sons,  to 
be  in  the  duke  of  Berry  ami  his  S'>ns,  in  the 
duke  of  Orleans  and  his  sons,  and  so  on  to 
the  rest  of  the  hou>e  of  Bourbon. — As  to  Spain 
and  the  Indies,  the  succession  to  those  domi- 
nions, after  (be  duke  of  Anjou  and  his  children, 
is  to  descend  to  such  a prince  as  shall  be  agreed 
upon  at  the  treaty,  for  ever  excluding  the  rest 
of  the  house  of  Bourbon. — For  confirming  the 
renunciations  nnd  settlements  before  mentioned, 
it  is  further  offered,  That  they  shall  be  ratified 
in  the  most  strong  and  solemn  manner,  both  in 
France  and  Spain  ; and  that  those  kingdoms, 
as  well  ns  all  the  other  powers  engaged  in  the 
present  war,  shall  be  guarantees  to  the  same. 
— The  nature  of  this  proposal  is  such,  that  it 
cxecuteth  itself.  The  interest  of  Spain  is  to 
support  it,  and  in  France,  the  persons  to  whom 
that  Miccession  is  to  belong,  will  l>e  ready  and 
powerful  enough  to  vindicate  their  own  right. 
France  nnd  Spain  are  now  more  effectually  di- 
vided than  ever.  And  thus,  by  the  blessing  of 
God,  will  a real  balance  of  power  be  fixed  in 
Europe,  and  remain  liable  to  ns  few  accidents 
as  human  affairs  can  be  exempted  from.— A 
Treaty  of  Commerce  between  these  kingdoms 
and  France  has  been  entered  upon,  but  the  ex- 
cessive duties  laid  on  some  goods,  and  the  pro- 
hibitions of  ethers,  make  it  impossible  to  finish 
this  work  so  soon  as  it  were  to  be  desired. 
Care  is  liowever  taken  to  establish  a inetliod  of 
settling  this  matter,  und  in  the  mean  lime  pro- 
vision is  made,  that  the  same  privileges  and  ad- 
vantages as  shall  be  granted  to  auy  other  na- 
tioo  by  Fraucu,  shall  be  granted  in  like  manner 
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to  us. — The  division  of  tlie  island  of  St.  Chris- 
topher betw  een  us  and  the  Freuch,  having  been 
the  cause  of  great  inconvenience  and  damage 
to  my  subjects,  I have  demanded  to  have  an 
absolute  cession  made  to  me  of  that  whole 
island  ; and  France  agrees  to  this  demand. — 
Our  interest  is  so  deeply  concerned  in  the 
trade  of  North  America,  that  I have  used  my 
utmost  endeavours  to  adjust  that  article  in  the 
most  beneficial  manner.  France  consents  to 
restore  to  us  the  whole  bay  and  streights  of 
Hudson ; to  deliver  up  the  island  of  New- 
foundland, with  Placentia,  and  to  make  an  ab- 
solute cession  of  Annapolis,  with  the  rest  of 
Novo  Scotia,  or  Acadia. — The  safety  of  our 
home  trade  will  bt*  better  provided  for  by  the 
demolition  of  Dunkirk. — Our  Meditirenean 
Trade,  and  the  British  interest  and  influence  in 
those  parts,  will  be  secured  by  the  possession 
of  Gibraltar  and  Port  Mahon,  with  the  whole 
island  of  Minorca,  winch  are  offered  to  remain 
in  my  hands. — The  trade  to  Spain  and  to  the 
West  Indies,  may  in  general  be  settled,  ns  it 
was  in  the  time  of  the  late  king  of  Spain, 
Charks  the  second,  and  a particular  pro- 
vision be  made,  That  all  advantages,  rights 
nr  privileges,  which  have  been  granted, 
or  which  may  hereafter  be  granted  by 
Spain  to  any  other  nation  shall  be  in  like  man- 
ner granted  to  the  subjects  of  Great-Britain. 
— But  the  part  which  we  have  borne  in  prose- 
cution of  this  war  entitling  us  to  some  distinc- 
tion in  the  terms  of  peace,  I have  insisted  and 
obtained,  that  the  assiento  or  contract  for  fur- 
nishing the  Spanish  West  Indies  with  Negroes, 
shall  be  made  with  us  for  the  term  of  SO  years, 
in  the  manner  as  it  has  been  enjoy’d  by  the 
French  for  these  10  years  past. — I have  not 
taken  upon  me  to  determine  the  interests  of 
onr  confederates;  these  must  be  adjusted  in 
the  congress  at  Utrecht,  where  my  best  endea- 
vours shall  be  employed  as  they  have  hitherto 
been,  to  procure  to  every  one  of  them  all  jus- 
tice and  reasonable  satisfaction.  In  the  mean 
time,  I think  it  proper  to  acquaint  you,  that 
France  offers  to  make  the  Rhine  the  Barrier 
to  the  Empire  ; to  yield  Brisac,  the  fort  of  Kehl, 
and  Landau,  and  to  raze  all  the  fortresses, 
both  ou  the  other  side  of  the  Rhine,  and  in  that 
fiver. — As  to  the  Protestant  interest  in  Ger^ 
many,  there  will  be,  on  the  part  of  France,  no 
ohjection  to  the  resettling  thereof  on  the  foot 
of  the  treaty  of  Westphalia. — The  Spanish  Low- 
countries  may  go  to  Ins  imperial  mnjesty  ; the 
kingdoms  of  Naples  nnd  Sardinia,  (he  duchy 
of  Milan,  nnd  the  places  belonging  to  Spain  on 
the  coast  of  Tuscany,  may  likewise  Ik.*  yielded  to 
the  emperor  by  the  Treaty  of  Pence. — As  to  the 
kingdom  of  Sicily,  though  there  remains  no  dis- 
pute concerning  the  Cession  of  it  by  the  duke 
of  Anjou,  yet  (he  disposition  thereof  is  not  yet 
determined.  The  interests  of  the  States- Gene- 
ral, with  respect  to  commerce,  are  agreed  to, 
ns  they  have  been  demanded  by  their  own  mi- 
nisters, with  the  exception  only  of  some  very 
few  species  of  merchandize,  and  the  entire  Bar- 
rier, as  demanded  by  the  States  in  1709  from 


France,  except  two  or  three  places  at  most.— 
As  to  these  exceptions  several  expedients  b ate 
been  proposed,  and  i make  no  doubt  bat  tt»:> 
Barrier  may  be  so  settled,  as  to  reader  that 
republic  perfectly  secure  against  any  enter- 
prize  on  the  part  of  Fi  ance,  which  is  tbefour* 
dutiun  of  all  my  engagements  upon  this  bed 
with  the  States. — The  demands  of  Portugal  de- 
pending on  the  disposition  of  Spain,  and  that 
Article  having  becq  long  in  dispute,  it  Iws  ** 
been  yet  possible  to  make  any  considerate 
progress  therein  ; butiny  plenipotentiaries * il 
now  have  an  opportunity  to  assist  that  kingm 
his  pretensions. — Those  of  the  king  of  Pro** 
aresuch  as  I hope  will  admit  of  litUe  di6cdt» 
on  the  part  of  France,  nnd  my  utmost  code* 
vours  shall  not  be  wanting  to  procure  all  l 
able  to  so  good  an  ally. — The  difference  bet««» 
the  Barrier  demanded  for  the  duke  ofSavotin 
1709  and  the  offers  now  made  by  France,  n 
very  inconsiderable ; but,  that  pnnee  baor; 
so  signally  distinguished  himself  in  tbc  sen** 
of  the  common  cause,  I am  endearouriu*  » 
procure  for  him  still  further  advantage! - 
France  has  consented,  that  the  Elector  Pal*t  nt 
shall  continue  his  present  rank  among  the  dec- 
tors,  and  remain  in  possession  of  the  Upper  Pa- 
latinate.— The  electoral  dignity  ii  likewise  *c' 
knowledges!  in  the  House  of  Hanover,  according 
to  the  Article  inserted,  at  that  princes desir*, 
in  my  demands. — And  ns  to  the  re*t  of  the  al- 
lies, I make  no  doubt  of  being  able  to  secuje 
their  several  interests. 

“ My  Lords  nnd  Gentlemen, 
tf  I have  now  communicated  to  you, 
only  the  terms  of  peace,  which  may,  by  tbefr 
lure  treaty,  he  obtained  for  my  own  subject! 
but  likewise  the  proposals  of  France  tbrsa&i- 
fying  our  allies. — The  former  are  such  * 1 
have  reason  to  expect,  to  make  my  people  w,te 
amends  for  that  great  and  unequal  bunk" 
which  they  have  Inin  under  through  the  wbofc 
course  of  this  war  : and  I tun  wiling  to  hopf? 
that  none  of  our  confederates,  and  especial^ 
those  to  whom  so  great  accessions  of  donumo® 
and  power  are  to  accrue  by  this  peace,  w17. 
Britain  her  share  in  the  glory  and  advantage  *■ 
it.— The  latter  are  not  yet  so  perfectly  ■flj*** 
ed,  as  a little  more  time  might  havefeedtf* 
ed  them  : but  the  season  of  the  year  n»hc' 
it  necessary  to  put  an  end  to  this  session,  I *** 
solved  no  longer  to  defer  communicating 
matters  to  you. — I can  make  no  doubt  botj®* 
are  all  fully  persuaded,  that  nothing  will  1*  ** 
lected,  on  my  part,  in  the  progress  of  thr* 
gociation,  to  bring  the  Peace  to  a happy 3r* 
speedy  issue:  and  I depend  oil  your  enur* 
confidence  in  me.  and  your  chearlul  coo 
rente  with  me.”  • 


• “ This  Speech  occasioned  a general  surpH# 
so  that  the  public  funds,  which  upon,  the  <x‘ 
pectation  ot  better  conditions  of  peace,  *** 
that  morning  risen  four  or  live  per  cent,  fell  ^ 
mediately  to  their  former  value.  It  was  ,iP" 
easy  to  discern,  what  reasons  induced  ^p0,' 
persons  to  keep  secret  the  result  of  the  neg1*5*’ 
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The  Comment’  Address  of  Thanks .]  The 
Commons  being  returned  to  theirllouse,  and  one 
>r  two  member',  opening  their  mouths,  to  pro- 
>ose  the  taking  the  important  matters  mention- 
'd in  her  majesty's  Speech,  into  consideration, 
hey  were  presently  stopped  by  a general  cry 
or  an  Address  of  thanks ; Whereupon,  the 
oliowing  Address  was  agreed  to  new.  con. 

14  Most  gracious  Sovereign  : 

“ We  your  majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
objects  the  Commons  of  Greai-Britaiti  in  par- 
lameot  assembled,  beg  leave  must  humby  to 
tcknonledge  yuur  majesty's  great  condescen- 
lon,  in  communicating  to  us  the  terms  upon 
shich  a General  Peace  may  be  made.  Our 
ieart»  are  full  of  gratitude  for  what  your  majes- 
ty has  already  done,  and  tve  want  words  to 
express  the  satisfaction,  with  which  we  have 
received  all  that  your  majesty  has  been  pleased 
to  impart  to  your  Commons.  We  have  an  en- 
tire confidence  in  your  majesty,  that  you  will 
steadily  pursue  the  true  interest  of  your  own 
kingdoms,  and  that  you  will  endeavour  to  pro- 
cure for  all  your  allies  what  is  due  to  them  by 
treaties,  and  wlmt  is  necessary  for  their  secu- 
rity. These  assurances  are  the  least  returns 
which  your  faithful  Commons  can  make  to  so 
much  condescension  and  goodness ; and  they 
humbly  desire  your  majesty,  that  you  will 
please  to  proceed  in  the  present  negociations, 
for  the  obtaining  a speedy  Peace." 

The  Queen's  Answer.]  This  Address  being, 
on  the  9th,  presented  to  her  majesty,  by  the 
whole  House,  she  was  pleased  to  rcturu  the 
following  Answer: 

“ I have  the  safety  and  interest  of  all  my  peo- 
ple so  much  at  heart,  that  1 cannot  but  take 
a great  deal  of  pleasure  in  this  your  dutiful  and 
prudent  Address;  and  thank  you  most  kindly 
for  it.  I have  studied  your  welfare,  and  by 
this  you  will  find  the  good  effects  of  that  con- 
fidence which  you  place  in  me,  and  which 
ought  always  to  remain  between  so  affectionate  a 
pnnee,  and  such  faithful  subjects.” 

Proeudmgs  of  the  Lords  on  the  Queen's 
•S/wecA.]  Things  went  not  so  srneothly  in  the 
House  of  Lords.  As  soon  as  the  Queen  was 
withdrawn,  amotion  being  marie  for  an  Ad- 
dress of  thanks,  the  earl  of  Wharton  said, 
“ They  had  ail  the  reason  in  the  world  to  do  it, 
'specially  for  that  part  of  her  majesty's  Speech, 
"herein  slie  was  pleased  to  declare,  That  the 

bon  between  Great- Britain  and  France ; for  if 
such  a plan  had  been  communicated  to  the 
parliament,  before  a majority  had  been  secu- 
r'd in  both  Houses,  and  the  minds  of  the  peo- 
ple prepared  by  a long  train  of  artful  and 
plausible  insinuations,  it  would,  in  all  probabi- 
hiy,  have  been  exploded  with  indignation.  But 
by  the  dexterity  of  the  prime  managers  things 
were  brought  to  such  a pass,  that  though,  in 
lbs  House  of  Commons,  one  or  two  members 
propoied  the  taking  the  important  matters, 
mentioned  in  her  majesty’s  speech,  into  consi- 
deration, they  were  presently  silenced  by  a ge- 
neral cry  for  an  Address  of  thanks.”  Tindal. 


assuring  the  Protestant  Succession  in  the  House 
of  Hanover  to  these  kingdoms,  was  what  she 
had  nearest  at  heart.  But  that  her  majesty's 
Speech  containing  many  other  particulars  of 
the  greatest  consequence,  he  was  opinion,  the 
House  woulri  do  well  to  take  it  into  serious 
consideration  the  next  day  which  was  rea- 
dily agreed  to.  Accordingly,  on  the  7th  of 
June 

The  Earl  of  Wharton * proposed,  that  the 
letter  from  the  States-Gcneral  to  the  queen, 
inserted  in  the  supplement  to  the  Amsterdam 
French  Gazette,  which  arrived  that  very  morn- 
ing, might  be  read.  But  this  was  opposed,  it 
being  suggested,  that  the  House  ought  not  to 
take  notice  of  a writing,  that  carried  no  autho- 
rity with  it.  After  this  the  Lords  took  the 
queen's  Speech  into  consideration,  which  occa- 
sioned a warm  dehate.  Among  the  rest. 

The  Duke  of  Marlborough  represented, 
“ That  the  measures  pursued  in  England,  for  a 
year  past,  were  directly  contrary  to  her  ma- 
jesty's engagements  with  the  allies,  sullied  the 
triumphs  and  glories  of  her  reign,  and  would 
render  the  English  name  odious  to  all  other 
nations.” 

The  Earl  of  Strafford  said,  “ That  some  of 
the  allies  (meaning  the  Dutch)  would  not  shew 
such  backwardness  to  a peace,  as  they  had 
liiiherto  done,  but  for  a member  of  that  illus- 
trious assembly  (meaning  tbe  duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough) who  maintained  a secret  correspondence 
with,  and  endeavoured  to  pursuade  them  to 
carry  on  the  war ; feeding  them  with  hopes, 
that  they  should  be  supported  by  a strong  party 
here.” 

The  Lord  Cooper  answered  this  speech ; 
and,  because  the  earl  of  Strafford  bad  not  ex- 
pressed himself  with  all  the  purity  of  the  Eng- 
lish tongue,  he  took  occasion  to  say,  “That 
noble  Lord  had  been  so  long  abroad,  that  he 
had  almost  forgot,  not  only  the  language,  but 
the  constitution  of  his  own  Cuuntry.  That, 
according  to  our  laws,  it  could  never  be  sug- 
gested as  a crime  in  the  meanest  subject,  much 
less  in  any  member  of  that  august  assembly,  to 
hold  correspondence  with  our  allies ; such  allies 
especially,  whose  inierest  her  majesty  had  de- 
clared to  be  inseparable  from  her  own,  iu  her 
speech  at  the  opening  of  this  session ; whereas 
it  would  be  a hard  matter  to  justify  and  recon-' 
cile,  either  with  our  laws,  orthe  laws  of  honour 
and  justice,  the  conduct  of  some  persons  io 
treating  clandestinely  with  the  common  enemy, 
without  the  participation  of  the  allies.” 

The  Lords  took  afterwards  into  consideration 
the  advantages  offered  by  France  to  Great- 

“ June  17.  Lord  Wharton  is  gone  out  uf 
town  in  a rage,  and  curses  himself  and  friends 
for  ruining  themselves  in  defending  lord  Marl- 
borough and  Godolphin,  and  taking  Notting- 
ham into  favour.  lie  swears  he  will  meddle 
no  more  during  this  reign  ; a pretty  speech  at 
66,  and  the  queen  is  near  twenty  ycursyounger, 
and  now  iu  very  good  health."  Swift's  Jour- 
nal. 
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Britain,  particularly  in  settling  the  trade  to 
Spain,  and  to  the  West  Indies,  as  it  was  in  the 
time  of  the  late  king  of  Spdiu  Charles  the  2d. 
To  this  purpose, 

' The  Earl  of  Godolphin  said,  u That  he  did 
not  pretend  to  any  great  knowledge  in  trade  ; 
hut  that,  during  the  time  he  had  the  honour  to 
be  in  the  administration  of  affairs,  he  had  ob- 
served, and  he  could  easily  make  it  out  by  the 
books  of  the  Custom-house,  that  tl.e  single  trade 
to  Portugal  brought  to  England,  in  times  of 
war,  double  the  wealth  of  the  trade  to  Spain, 
in  times  of  peace  : po  that,  w hatever  might  be 
suggested,  to  cast  a mist  before  the  eves  of  the 
people,  it  was  to  be  presumed  that  the  trade  to 
Spain  would  still  yield  less  for  the  future,  be- 
cause the  French  had  made  themselves  abso- 
lute masters  of  it.** 

After  some  other  speeches,  a motion  was 
made,  11  That  an  Address  be  presented  to  her 
majesty,  to  relurn  her  the  thanks  of  this  House 
for  her  most  gracious  speech,  and  for  her  extra- 
ordinary condescension  in  communicating  to 
her  parliament  the  terms,  upon  which  a General 
Peace  might  be  made  : and  to  express  the  in- 
tire satisfaction  of  that  House  in  her  areat  care 
for  securing  the  Protestant  Succession  in  the 
house  of  Hanover ; and  for  her  steady  pursuing 
the  true  interest  of  her  own  kingdoms ; and 
for  endeavouring  to  procure  to  her  allies  what 
was  due  to  them  by  featics ; and  to  assure 
her,  that  this  House  did  intirely  rely  on  her 
wisdom  to  finish  this  great  and  good  work.” 
Some  exceptions  were  made  to  the  words 
* intirely  rely;’  and  the  House  was  moved,  as 
the  House  of  Commons  had  likewise  been  upon 
the  saute  occasion,  That  these  words  might  be 
added,'  “ And  in  order  to  that,  that  her  majesty 
would  take  such  measures,  in  concert  with  her 
allies,  as  might  induce  them  to  join  with  her 
majesty  in  a mutual  Guaranty.”  This  occa- 
sioned a debate,  in  which  the  Lord-Treasurer 
and  earl  Pawlet  spoke  against  that  addition, 
and  the  earl  of  Nottingham  and  the  lord  Cow- 
per  for  it.  It  was  urged  in  opposition  to  this 
clause,  that  it  would  subject  the  queen  and  the 
whole  treaty  to  the  pleasure  of  the  allies,  who 
might  prove  backward  and  intractable  : and, 
since  England  had  borne  the  greatest  share  of 
the  burthen  of  the  war,  it  was  reasonable  that 
the  queen  should  be  the  arbiter  of  the  peace. 
On  the  other  hand  it  was  said,  that  if  the  allies 
did  not  enter  into  a guaranty,  we  must  depend 
on  the  faith  of  the  French,  and  be  at  their  mer- 
cy, and  so  have  nothing  to  trust  to,  hut  the 
promises  of  a court,  noted,  in  a course  of  years, 
for  a train  of  perfidy.  But  many  had  formed 
kn  obstinate  resolution  to  get  out  of  the  war  on 
any  terms ; and  therefore  nothing,  that  seemed 
to  obstruct  the  arriving  speedily  at  that  end, 
Was  heard  with  patience,  and  no  regard  was 
Lad  to  the  faith  of  treaties.  The  question  be- 
ing at  last  put,  Whether  the  clause  should  he 
added?  It  was  resolved  in  the  negative  by  81 
voices  against  30. 

The  reasons  of  this  great  majority  were  then 
said  to  be,  1st,  because  the  Proxies,  of  which 
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the  Anti-Court  lords  had  more  than  the  odr 
side,  were  not  called  for;  aud  2<lly,  Becai^ 
several  Peers  did  not  think  fit,  ou  that  ocean- 
ic vote  against  the  Court. 

The  Queen  s Ansicer  to  the  LordS  Addrtv .1 
June  10.  The  Lords  presented  their  Addrf5?u 
the  Queen,  which,  besides  the  ordinary  ici-i 
contained  nothing  but  the  motion  befue-HiC > 
lioiitd  ; a ad  to  which  her  majesty  was  plttsei 
to  riturn  this  Answer: 

“ I most  heartily  thank  you  for  this  AddrtL* 
The  satisfaction  you  express  in  wballbue 
laid  before  you,  will  contribute  very  inadii* 
remove  the  difficulties  which  have  arisen  in  li* 
course  of  this  negociation.  And  the  confidents 
you  place  in  me  will  enable  me  belter  to  fiuidi 
this  great  work,  for  the  advantage  of  tav  «/*a 
people,  and  the  safety  and  interest  of  uiy 
allies.” 

Protest  against  rejecting  the  GucrezUc 
Clouse,  in  the  Lords'  Address .]  Several  Lore* 
entered  a Protest  against  the  rejecting  of  t* 
Guaranty  Clause,  offered  to  he  added  at  ik 
close  of  the  motiou  for  an  Address,  and  signed 
their  Reasons  for  it,  which  were  soon  after  pub- 
lished in  print  as  follows: 

“ We  think  it  necessary  to  have  the  lecur'* 
proposed  of  a general  Guaranty,  and  the  rathe: 
because  we  conceive  the  terms  of  peace  tbi 
are  offered,  have  proceeded  from  a sep^tt 
negociation,  carried  on  by  the  minister* 
France,  without  any  communication  thereo:  to 
the  principal  allies,  particularly  the  Stated* 
ncral,  as  they  say  in  the  letter  to  her  majesty, 
(whose  interest  her  majesty  was  pleased  to  de- 
clare to  this  parliament,  she  looked  upon  ana- 
separable  from  her  own)  and  we  conceive  tto 
negociation  to  be  contrary  to  those  ordvs  wind 
her  majesty  declared  to  this  House,  in  aosvff 
to  their  Address,  that  she  had  given  to 
plenipotentiaries  at  Utrecht,  to  concert  wits 
those  of  her  allies ; and  the  resolution  npre^- 
cd  in  her  Message,  January  the  17th,  of  a «ntt 
union,  in  which  she  proposed  to  join  w ith  the«n. 
in  order  to  obtain  a good  peace,  and  to  guirsa- 
ty  and  support  the  same,  as  she  had  before  de- 
clared in  her  speech  at  the  opening  of  this  ses- 
sion ; that  she  would  unite  with  diem  in  d* 
strictest  engagements  for  continuing  the «Uiancv, 
in  order  to  render  the  General  Peace  secure 
lasting;  and  contrary  to  the  8th  Article  of  the 
Grand  Alliance,  which  expressly  oblige* all  tte 
allies  not  to  treat,  unless  jointly,  and  with  lb* 
common  advice  of  the  other  parlies. 

11  And  we  conceive  that  the  refusal  of  to 
words  proposed  to  be  added,  may  be  looked 
upon  by  the  allies,  as  if  this  House  approved 
this  method  of  transacting  with  prance, 
may  seem  to  them  to  tend  to  a Separate  Pe**> 
of  which  her  majesty  has  declared  her 
and  which  was  acknowledged  in  this  Hon*e  tp 
be  foolish  and  knavish,  and  would  be  of  pen”" 
cions  consequence  to  this  kingdom,  by  prevert* 
ing  that  Guaranty  of  Peace  by  the  allies,  which 
is  so  absolutely  necessary  for  their  mutual  sec* 
rity,  and  leave  us  exposed  to  tbe  power  1 
France,  there  being  little  reason  to  tfp*5 
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their  future  help,  after  such  a gross  breach  of 

tru>t. 

“ And  we  further  conceive,  that  such  a sepa- 
rate proceeding  may  create  in  the  allies  so  great 

9 distrust,  as  may  tempt  them  to  take  the  like 
measures,  and  to  give  the  French  opportunity 
o break  that  union,  which  has  been  hitherto 

10  u$t fid  to  us,  and  formidable  to  them;  any 
ippearance  whereof  must  encourage  France, 
?iiber  to  delay  the  conclusion  of  a peace,  or  to 
inpose  upon  the  allies  in  the  further  progress 
)f  the  treaty. 

“ A perfect  union  among  the  allies  seems  to  us 

0 he  more  necessary  in  the  present  case,  be- 
muse the  foundation  upon  which  all  the  offers 
if  France,  relating  to  Great  Britain,  as  well  as 
■>  the  allies,  are  built,  viz.  a renunciation  of  the 
hike  of  Anjou  to  that  kingdom,  is,  in  our  opi- 
i2on,  so  fallacious,  that  no  reasonable  man, 
puch  less  whole  nations,  can  ever  look  upon  it 
is  any  security.  Experience  may  sufficiently 
convince  us,  how  little  we  ought  to  rely  upon 
lie  renunciation  of  the  House  of  Bourbon,  and 
hough  the  present  duke  of  Anjou  should  hap- 
pen to  think  himself  bound  by  his  own  act, 
'Inch  his  grandfather  did  not,  yet  will  his  de- 
fendants be  at  liberty  to  say,  that  no  act  of 
lis  could  deprive  them  of  their  birth-right,  and 
specially  when  it  is  such  a right,  as,  in  the  opi- 

on  of  all  Frenchmen,  ought  inviolably  to  he 
uamtained,  by  the  fundamental  constitution  of 
be  kingdom  oi  France. 

“ And  we  humbly  think  it  unsafe  to  depend 
ipon  this  principal  part  of  the  treaty’s  ex- 
iting itself,  by  supposing  it  will  be  the  inter- 
■$t  of  France  to  support  it,  since,  on  the  con- 
rsry,  it  is  manifest  by  the  French  endeavours, 
ter  since  the  Pyrenean  Treaty,  to  unite  the 
monarchies  of  France  and  Spain,  they  look 
>pon  that  Union  to  be  their  greatest  interest, 
ihJ  the  most  effectual  means  of  establishing 
he  universal  monarchy  in  the  House  of  I3our- 
100. 

“ And  if  it  were  reasonable  to  imagine,  that 
lie  two  crowns  of  France  and  Spain  should 
cniaia  in  distinct  branches  of  the  House  of 
lourbon;  yet  this  is  contrary  to  the  Grand  Al- 
*nce  itself,  which  recites  the  usurpation  of 
lie  Spanish  monarchy  by  the  French  king,  for 
~<e  duke  of  Anjou,  as  the  principal  cause  of 
uis  war. 

“ A 5 to  Port  Mahon,  Gibraltar,  the  As- 
■eato,  and  the  other  advantages  to  Britain 
ropuved  by  France,  (besides  that  they  are  all 
recaiious,  and  in  the  power  of  France  and 
p«i  i to  take  from  us  when  they  please)  con- 
dcring  the  situation  of  those  kingdoms,  and 
ie  vast  wealth  and  strength  which  will  be  left 

1 them,  w e conceive  it  impossible  for  any  man 
> look  on  those  as  a compensation  to  Britain 
' any  degree,  for  the  leaving  Spain  and  the 
ndies  in  the  possession  of  the  House  of  Bour- 
‘>n;  which,  besides  other  manifestly  fatal  con- 
jqnenccs,  must  he  extremely  prejudicial  to 
Ur  woollen  manufacture,  if  it  does  not  entirely 
jin  it. 

M As  to  the  demolition  of  Dunkirk,  though 
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we  own  it  will  be  a great  safety  to  our  home- 
trade,  yet  we  have  reason  to  apprehend,  by 
what  was  said  in  the  debate,  that  it  is  not  yet 
agreed  to  be  demolished,  without  any  equiva- 
lent for  it  to  the  French  king’s  satisfaction. 

“ And  in  all  the  particulars  relating  to  the 
allies,  though  they  are  not  perfectly  adjusted, 
yet  by  what  does  appear  concerning  them, 
the  allies  are  likely  to  be  left  in  such  a 9tate  of 
insecurity,  as  is  absolutely  inconsistent  with 
our  own  safety. 

“ The  Rhine  is  proposed  for  a Barrier  of  th£ 
empire,  which  leaves  Strasburgh  and  Hunning- 
hen  in  the  hands  of  the  French ; the  former 
of  which  has  always  been  looked  upon  as  the 
key  of  the  empire. 

“ The  proposals  of  France  relating  to  the 
Barrier  for  the  States-General,  not  only  de? 
prive  them  of  all  the  places  taken  since  the 
year  1709,  hut  also  of  two  or  three  places 
more,  included  in-  the  demand  made  by  the 
States  in  that  year,  which  wall  render  their 
Barrier  wholly  insufficient,  and  consequently 
very  much  weaken  the  security  of  Britain. 

“ Portugal  seems  to  be  wholly  abandoned  to 
the  power  of  Spain,  notwithstanding  the  great 
advantages  we  have  received  during  this  war 
by  our  trade  with  that  kingdom,  which  might 
still  be  extremely  beneficial  to  us. 

“ Upon  the  whole,  there  is  so  very  little  and 
inconsiderable  a difference  between  these  Offers 
of  France,  and  those  made  at  Utrecht,  February 
the  1 1th,  N.  S.  and  signed  Huxelles,  (us  appear 
to  ns  upon  our  comparing  them  together)  that 
both  seem  to  be  the  effect  of  a secret  and  par- 
ticular negociation  with  France ; and  this  Hous* 
having  unanimously  concurred,  in  expressing 
to  her  majesty  their  utmost  resentment  at  those 
terms  offered  to  her  majesty  and  her  allies,  by 
the  plenipotentiaries  of  France;  and  her  ma- 
jesty having  graciously  accepted  that  our  Ad- 
dress, and  rewarded  that  duty  and  zeal  with 
her  hearty  Thanks,  we  cannot,  in  respect  to 
her  majesty,  or  justice  to  our  country,  retract 
that  opinion,  nor  think  the  terms  now  good  for 
us  or  the  allies,  or  give  any  see  ming  approbation 
of  them,  which  then  were  received  by  this 
House,  and  all  the  allies,  with  scorn  and  detes- 
tation. 

“ For  these  reasons,  we  are  of  opinion,  that 
the  offers  of  France  are  fallacious  and  ensnaring, 
no  ways  proportioned  to  the  advantages  which 
her  majesty  (from  the  great  successes  which  it 
has  pleased  God  to  blc's  her  and  her  allies, 
during  the  whole  course  of  this  war)  might 
justly  expect  for  her  own  kingdoms,  and  for 
them,  very  insufficient  for  preserving  a balance 
of  power  in  Europe,  for  the  future  security  of 
her  majesty  and  her  allies,  though  they  should 
he  never  so  exactly  performed  ; and  yet,  even 
such  as  they  are,  there  is  no  effectual  security 
offered  for  the  performance  of  them,  which 
makes  it  absolutely  necessary,  as  we  conceive, 
that  such  measures  should  be  taken  in  concert 
with  the  allies,  as  may  induce  them  to  join  with 
her  majesty  in  a mutual  guaranty.  (Signed) 
Somerset,  Godolphin,  Devonshire,  Berkley, 
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W.  Oxon,  J.  Ely,  Havershant,  Suffolk,  W. 
Asapli,  Bolton,  Wharton,  Marlborough,  Dor- 
chester, J.  Bangor,  Rutland,  Nottingham, 
Carlisle,  Bridgwater,  Moliun.Townshend,  Cow- 
per,  Montague,  Lincoln,  Bedford.” 

The  said  Protest  ordered  to  be  expunged  out 
of  the  Books.]  The  majority  of  peers  were  so 
offended  at  this  Protest,  that  on  the  13th  the 
question  being  put,  Whether  the  said  Protest 
be  expunged  out  of  the  Books  of  the  House? 
it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  by  a majority 
of  06  voices  against  31  prescntnnd  of  90  against 
SI,  proxies  included.  The  next  day,  upon 
a Complaint  made  in  the  House  of  Lords,  that 
both  the  said  Protest,  and  the  former  concern- 
ing the  Orders  produced  by  the  duke  of  Ormond, 
were  published  in  print,  a Committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  enquire  who  were  the  Printers  and 
Publishers  of  the  same  ; but  this  Committee 
not  being  able  to  make  uuy  discovery  in  that 
matter,  the  Lords  applied  themselves,  by  Ad- 
dress, to  the  queen  for  that  purpuse. 

■Order  of  the  Council  for  discovering  the 
Printer  and  Publisher  of  the  said  Protest.] 
Hereupon,  on  the  21th  of  June,  the  queen  in 
council  at  Kensington,  the  following  Order  was 
made : 

“ An  Address  from  the  Lords  spiritual  and 
temporal  in  parliament  assembled,  having  been 
presented  to  her  majesty,  that  she  would  be 
•graciously  pleased  to  direct  such  methods  to 
be  taken,  as  her  majesty  should  think  most 
proper,  in  order  to  discover  the  Printers  and 
Publishers  of  the  Reasons  for  the  Protestation 
entered  in  the  Journal  of  that  House  the  21st 
of  May  last;  and  of  one  O' her  malicious  and 
eeandalous  Paper,  entitled,  ‘ The  Protests  of 
e the  Lords  upon  addressing  her  majesty  for  her 
‘ Speech  ; with  the  names  of  the  Lords.  Price 
‘ act.'  And  of  any  person  or  persons  directing 
the  printing  thereof ; which  having  been  tins 
day  read  at  the  board,  her  majesty  in  council 
taking  the  same  into  consideration,  was  there- 
upon graciously  pleased  to  order,  as  it  is  hereby 
ordered,  That  whosoever  shall  discover  to  one 
of  her  majesty’s  principal  Secretaries  of  State, 
the  Printer  or  Printers  of  the  said  pamphlets, 
or  either  of  them,  within  three  months  from  the 
date  hereof,  so  as  he  or  they  shall  be  brought 
to  justice,  shall  have  and  receive  the  reward  of 
60t.  and  likewise,  whoever  shall  within  the 
said  three  months  discover  the  person  or  per- 
sons that  directed  the  printing  thereof,  or  of 
either  of  them,  so  as  he  or  they  shall  be  brought 
to  justice,  shall  have  and  receive  the  reward 
of  100/.  and  the  right  honourable  the  Lord 
High-Treasurer  is  to  cause  the  aforesaid  sums 
to  he  paid,  upon  the  conviction  of  the  said  per- 
sons accordingly.  Edward  Southwell.” 

The  Preface  to  the  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph’s 
Four  Sermons  ordered  to  be  burnt  ] June  10. 

A Complaint  being  made  to  the  House,  of  the 
Preface  to  a book,  entitled,  “ Four  Sermons. 

1.  On  the  death  of  queen  Mary,  1691.  2. 

>•  Ou  the  death  of  the  duke  of  Gloucester, 
f‘  1700.  3.  On  the  death  of  king  William, 


The  Bishop  qf  St.  Asaph's  Sermons  [115- 

“ 1701.  4.  On  the  queen's  Accession  to  the 

“ Throne,  in  1702.  By  William,  Lord  Bishoj 
“ of  St.  Asaph.”*  The  Book  was  brought  up, 
and  the  Preface  was  read  as  follows  : 

“ The  publishing  a few  Sermons  whilst  I live, 
the  latest  of  which  was  preached  about  esgkt 
years  since,  and  the  first  above  17,  will  male 
it  very  natural  for  people  to  enquire  iuto  the 

* “ Dr.  William  Fleetwood  an  English  pre- 
late, descended  from  the  Lancashire  Fleet- 
woods,  and  born  in  the  Tower  of  London  1st 
Jan.  1656.  He  was  educated  at  Flon  and 
King’s  college,  Cambridge,  and  on  taking 
orders,  became  an  eloquent  preacher.  Hens. 
marie  chaplain  to  king  William,  and  afterward' 
obtained  a fellowship  at  Eton,  and  the  Rectory 
of  St.  Austin’s,  London.  He  was  installed 
conon  of  Windsor  1702,  but  in  1705,  he  quitted 
the  tumults  of  the  town,  and,  much  to  the  con- 
cern of  large  audiences,  who  attended  his  elo- 
quent and  persuasive  discourses,  he  retired  to 
the  privacy  of  Wcxbam  rectory,  in  Bucks.  Id 
1706,  without  any  solicitation  on  his  part,  or 
that  of  his  friends,  he  was  nominated  to  succeed 
Beveridge  in  the  see  of  St.  Asaph,  and  in  171*. 
lie  was  translated  to  Ely.  He  died  at  Totten- 
ham, in  Middlesex,  where  he  had  retired  fa 
change  of  air,  4th  Aug.  1723,  and  he  was  buried 
in  Ely  cathedral,  where  his  lady,  who  soon  fol- 
lowed him  to  the  grave,  erected  a monument 
over  him.  His  only  son,  Dr.  Charles  Fleet- 
wood,  rector  of  Cottenbam,  Cambridgeshire 
did  not  long  survive  him.  Bishop  Fleetwood  * 
character  was  respectable  ill  every  point  of 
view.  Admired  as  a preacher,  be  made  an 
exemplary  life,  and  a benevolent  heart,  the 
noblest  ornaments  of  his  persuasive  eloquence 
in  the  pulpit.  As  a bishop  he  was  beloved  by 
Ins  clergr,  and  did  not  arrogantly  assume  that 
superiority  over  them  which  conscious  men: 
disdains,  ’ but  [illiberal  pride  asserts.  As  » 
writer  he  was  highly  respected,  his  sermons  and 
divinity  tracts  were  widely  circulated;  bat  the 
firmness  of  his  opinions,  however,  drew  npoa 
him  the  censure  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
His  Preface  to  his  Sermons,  on  the  deaths  of 
Alary,  of  the  duke  of  Gloucester,  and  of  William, 
and  on  the  accession  of  Anne,  gave  such 
offence  to  the  ministry  that  the  book  was 
burned  publicly,  12th  May  1712;  but  it  was 
more  universally  read,  and  even  appeared  in 
the  Spectatur,  No.  38*.  Besides  these.  Fleet- 
wood  published  Inscriptionum  A ntvq uar uin Sy  i - 
luge,  8vo.  1691 — a translation  of  Jurieo’s 
Method  of  Devotion,  1692,  the  27tb  edition  of 
which  appeared  1750 — an  Essay  on  Miracles, 
8vo.  1701 — the  Reasonable  Communicant, 

1704 —  Sixteen  Practical  Discourses  on  the 
Relative  Duties  of  Parents.  Ac.  2 vols.  8r». 

1705 —  the  Thirteenth  of  Romans  vindicated, 
1710 — the  Judgment  on  theChurch  of  England 
in  Lay  Baptism  and  Dissenters’  Baptism.  1712 
■ — tbeLifeofSt.  Wcncfredc,  1713 — Chrontcoo 
Preciosum,  or  Account  of  English  Money,  Price 
of  Corn  and  other  Commodities  for  the  last  600 
years,  1707,  besides  smaller  works.”  I-empnore 
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occasions  of  doing  so  ; and  to  such  I do  very 
willingly  assign  these  following  reasons. 

“ 1.  From  the  observations  1 have  been  able 
to  make  for  these  many  years  hut  past,  upon 
hnr  public  affairs  ; and  from  the  natural  ten- 
dency of  several  principles  and  practices,  that 
bate,  of  late,  been  studiously  revived  ; and 
from  what  has  followed  thereupon,  I could  not 
help  both  fearing  and  presaging,  that  these 
nations  would,  some  lime  or  other,  if  ever  tve 
tbutild  have  an  enterprizing  prince  upon  the 
throne,  of  more  ambition  than  virtue,  justice 
2nd  true  honour,  fall  into  the  way  of  all  other 
lations,  and  lose  their  liberty. 

“ Nor  could  I help  foreseeing,  to  whose 
charge  a great  deal  of  this  dreadful  mischief, 
whenever  it  should  happen,  would  he  laid  ; 
vliftber  justly  or  unjustly,  was  not  my  busi- 
ifs*  to  determine  : but  I resolved,  for  my  own 
^articular  part,  to  deliver  myself  as  well  as  I 
XMild,  from  the  reproaches  and  curses  of  pos- 
terity, by  publicly  declaring  to  nil  the  world, 
Jat : although,  in  the  constant  course  of  my 
ainistry,  I have  never  failed,  on  proper  occu- 
>1011%  to  rerommend,  urge,  and  insist  upon  the 
wing,  honouring,  and  the  reverencing  the 
prince’s  person,  and  holding  it,  according  to 
die  laws,  inviolable  and  sacred,  and  paying  all 
obedience  and  submission  to  the  laws,  though 
never  so  hard  and  inconvenient  to  private 
Jenple:  yet  did  I never  think  myself  at  liberty, 
pr  authorized  to  tell  the  people,  that  either 
^hrist,3t.  Peter,  or  St.  Paul,  or  any  other  holy 
writer, had,  by  any  doctrine  delivered  by  them, 
subverted  the  laws  and  constitutions  of  the 
country  in  which  they  lived  ; or  put  them  in  a 
*orse  condition  with  respect  to  their  civil 
iberties,  Unit  they  would  have  been,  had  they 
lot  been  Christians.  I ever  thought  it  a most 
mpious  blasphemy  against  that  holy  religion, 

0 father  any  thing  upon  it,  that  might  encou- 

tyranny,  oppression,  or  injustice,  in  a 
wnce,  or  that  e.isily  tended  to  make  a free, 
‘nd  happy  people,  slaves  and  miserable.  No: 
>r  >ple  may  make  themselves  as  wretched  as 
bey  will:  but  let  not  God  be  called  into  that 
kicked  party.  When  force  and  violence  and 
'.ard  n^ccs»iryf  have  brought  the  yoke  of  ser- 
vile upon  a people’s  neck,  religion  will  supply 
tern  with  a patient  and  submissive  spirit  under 
h i'll  they  can  innocently  shake  it  off:  but 
ertainly  religion  never  puts  it  on.  This  always 

and  this  at  present  is  my  judgment  of 
'esc  matters ; and  I would  he  transmitted  to 
wtsenty  (for  the  little  share  of  time  such  names 
"ni.e  can  live)  under  the  character  of  one 
* 10  l°vt*d  his  country,  and  would  be  thought 

1 S'loa  hugiiihman,  as  well  as  a good  cler- 

J'nan.  9 b 

• JJJ11*  character  I thought  would  be  trans- 
, {] » ‘7  me  following  Sermons,  which  were 
i C »>r>  an<^  pleached  in  a private  audience, 
€n,  * Co,dd  think  of  nothing  else  but  doing 
0n  occasions  that  were  then 
' ( by  God’s  Providence,  without  any 
or  1 1^  °*  °**  ma^>n5  them  public  : and 

rcason  I give  them  now,  as  they  were 
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then  delivered  ; by  which  I hope  to  satisfy 
| those  people  who  have  objected  a change  of 
i principles  to  me,  as  if  I were  not  now  the 
same  man  I formerly  was.  1 never  had  but 
rtne  opiuion  of  these  matter*,  and  that  I think 
is  So  reasonable  and  well  grounded,  that  1 be- 
lieve I never  can  have  any  other. 

“ Another  reason  of  my  publishing  these 
Sermons  at  thi»  time,  is,  that  I have  a mind  to 
do  myself  some  honour,  by  doing  wjmt  honour 
I could  to  the  memory  of  two  most  excellent 
princes,  and  who  have  very  highly  deserved  at 
the  hands  of  all  the  people  of  these  dominions, 
who  have  any  true  value  for  the  P.otest&nt 
Religion  and  the  constitution  of  the  English 
government,  of  which  they  were  the  great  deli- 
verers and  defenders.  1 have  lived  to  see  their 
illustrious  names  very  rudely  handled,  and  the 
great  benefits  they  did  this  nation,  treated 
slightly  and  contemptuously.  I have  lived  to 
see  our  deliverance  from  arbitrary  power  ami 
popery,  traduced  and  vilified  by  some,  who 
formerly  thought  it  was  their  greatest  merit, 
and  made  it  part  of  their  boast  and  glory,  to 
have  had  a little  hand  and  share  in  bringing  ic 
about:  and  others,  who,  without  ir,  mu-»t  lmvc 
lived  in  exile,  poverty  and  misery,  meanly  dis- 
claiming it,  and  using  ill  the  glorious  instrument 
thereof.  Who  could  expect  such  a requital 
of  such  merit  ? I have,  I own  it,  an  ambition' 
of  exempting  myself  from  the  number  of  un- 
thankful people  ;*  and  as  1 loved  and  honoured 
those  great  princes  living,  and  lamented  over 
them  when  dead,  so  I would  gladly  raise  them 
up  a monument  of  prahe,  as  lasting  as  any 
thing  of  mjnecan  be;  and  I chu$t»  to  do  it  at 
this  time,  when  it  is  so  unfashionable  a tilin'* 
to  speak  honourably  of  them. 

“ The  Sermon  that  was  preached  upon  the 
duke  of  Gloucester’s  death,  was  printed  quickly 
after,  and  is  now,  because  the  subject  tvas  so 
suitable,  joined  to  the  others.  The  loss  of  that 
most  promising  and  hopeful  prince  was,  at  that 
time,  I saw,  unspeakably  great  : and  many  ac- 
cidents since  have  convinced  us,  that  it  could 
not  have  been  over-valued.  That  precious  life, 
h$id  it  pleased  God  to  have  prolonged  it  to  the 
usual  space,  had  saved  us  many  fears  and  jea- 
lousies, and  dark  distrusts,  and  prevented  many 
alarms  that  have  long  kept  us,  and  will  keep 
us  still  waking  and  uneasy.  Nothing  rem  lined 
to  comfort  and  support  us  under  this  hcavv 
stroke,  but  the  necessity  it  brought  the  king 
and  nation  under,  of  settling  the  Succession  iri 
the  House  of  Hanover,  and  giving  it  an  here- 
ditary right  by  act  of  parliament,  as  long  ns  it 
continues  Protestant.  So  much  good  did  God, 
in  his  merciful  providence,  produce  from  u 
misfortune,  which  we  could  never  otherwise 
have  sufficiently  deplored. 

“ The  fourth  Sermon  was  preached  upon  the 
queen’s  accession  to  the  throne,  and  in  the  first 
year  in  w hich  that  day  was  solemnly  observed, 
(for  by  some  accident  or  other  it  had  been  over- 
looked the  year  before)  and  every  one  will 
know,  without  the  date  of  it,  that  it  was 
preached  very  early  iu  this  reigu,  since  I waa- 
+ E 
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able  only  to  prorhise  nnd  presage  its  future 
glories  and  Successes,  from  the  good  Appear- 
ances of  things,  and  the  happy  turn  our  affairs 
began  to  take,  and  could  not  then  count  up  the 
victories  and  triumphs,  that,  for  seven  years 
after,  made  it,  in  the  prophet’s  language,  ft 
name  and  a praise  among  all  the  people  of  the 
earth.  Never  did  seven  such  years  together 
puss  Over  the  head  of  auy  English  monarch, 
nor  cover  it  with  so  much  honour  : the  crown 
and  scepter  seemed  to  be  the  queen’s  least  or- 
naments. Those  other  princes  wore  in  com- 
mon with  her:  and  her  great  personal  virtues 
were  the  same  before  nnd  since.  But  such  was 
the  fame  of  her  administration  of  affairs  n't 
home;  such  was  the  reputation  of  her  wisdom 
and  felicity  in  chusing  ministers ; and  such  was 
then  esteemed  their  faithfulness  nnd  zeal,  their 
diligence  and  great  abilities  in  executing  her 
commands  : to  such  a height  of  military  glory 
did  her  great  General  and  her  armies  carry  the 
British  name  abroad  : such  was  the  harmony 
and  concord  betwixt  her  and  her  allies  ; and 
such  was  the  blessing  of  God  upon  all  her 
councils  and  undertakings,  that  I am  as  sure  as 
history  can  make  me,  no  prince  of  ours  was 
ever  yet  so  prosperous  and  successful,  so  loved, 
Esteemed,  and  honoured  by  their  subjects  and 
their  friends,  nor  uearso  formidable  to  tlfeir 
enemies.  We  were,  os  nil  the  world  imagined 
then,  just  entering  on  the  ways  that  promised 
to  lead  to  such  a Peace,  as  would  have  an- 
swered all  the  prayers  of  our  religious  queen, 
tile  care  and  vigilance  of  a most  able  ministry, 
the  paVments  of  a willing  and  obedient  people, 
fts  well  as  all  the  glorious  toils  nnd  hazards  of 
the  soldiery  ; when  God,  for  our  sins,  permitted 
the  spirit  of  discord  to  go  forth,  and  by  troub- 
ling sore  the  camp,  the  city,  and  the  country, 
(and  oh  that  it  hau  altogether  spared  the  places 
sacred  to  his  worship !)  to  spoil,  for  a time, 
this  beautiful  and  pleasing  prospect : and  give 

us,  in  iti  stead,  I know  not  what Our 

enemies  will  tell  the  rest  with  pleasure.  It  will 
become  me  better  to  pray  to  God  to  restore  us 
to  the  power  of  obtaining  such  a Peace  as  will 
be  to  his  glory,  the  safety,  honour,  and  the 
w elfare  of  the  queen  and  her  dominions,  and 
the  general  satisfaction  of  all  her  high  and 
mighty  allies/' 

The  Complaint  against  til  is  Preface  was  made, 
by  Mr.  IJungerford,  seconded  by  Mr.  Manley, 
and  supported  by  the  court-party.  But  sir 
Peter  King,  sir  Joseph  Jelyll,  Mr.  Lechmere, 
end  other  gentlemen,  were  very  strenuous  ad- 
vocates in  its  behalf,  but  to  no  purpose ; for 
the  Commons,  bv  a majority  of  119  to  53,  re- 
solved: 1.  u That  the  said  Preface  is  malicious 
and  factious,  highly  reflecting  upon  the  present 
administration  of  public  affairs,  under  her  ma- 
jesty, and  fending  to  create  discord  and  sedi- 
tion amongst  her  subjects.  2.  That  the  said 
Preface  be  burnt  by  the  hands  of  the  common 
hangman,  upon  Thursday  next,  at  twelve  of  the 
clock,  in  Palace  Yprd,  Westminster;  nnd  that 
the  sheriff?  of  London  nnd  Middlesex  do  assist 
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the  serjeaht  at  arms  attending  this  house  io  t1* 
execution  thereof •/* 


* u It  was  observed,  that,  when  the  Bisbcpj 
friends  brought  him  the  news  of  the  Vote,  nff 
from  appearing  disturbed  at  it,  he  said,  ‘Tint 
1 lie  esteemed  himself  Very  happy  to  suffer  wiih 
( the  duke  of  Marlborough,  the  earl  ofGodoI* 
1 phin,  and  so  many  other  illustrious  patriots, 
^ whose  reputation  their  enviers  endeavouad 
* to  blast/  On  the  other  hand,  this  treatise t 
of  ft  prelate  so  universally  esteemed,  parjeu- 
larly  by  the  queen  herself,  who  was  used  to  csf« 
him  * her  bishop/  was  highly  resented  even  by 
many  zealous  churchmen.  The  Bishop  wrou 
the  following  Utter  to  bishop  Burnet,  upootta 
occasion  : 

“ My  Lord,  June  17, 1712. 

(t  I received  the  favour  of  your  lonbty’s 
letter,  and  took  it,  as  I knew  it  was  wended, 
very  kindly.  Hie  manner  of  my  receiving  the 
indignity  put  upon  my  Preface  was  neither  !:ke 
a Christian,  nor  philosopher,  but  like  * renr 
world ly  man.  I Knew  the  whole  process,  aaa 
knew  it  to  be  a piece  of  revenge  taken  bra 
wicked  party,  that  found  them -elves  sorely 
stung ; and  it  affected  me  accordingly,  i.  e.  very 
litile.  I ain  not  one,  that  love  to  he  the  lift 
Of  the  town  ; and  in  this  part,  1 confess  1 
uneas^,  although  I think  the  talk  was  very  much 
in  my  favour.  The  complaint  was  made  by 
Ilungerford,  and  seconded  by  Manlej  (peopk 
that  should  indeed  have  been  ordered  to  tare 
burnt  it)  and  thirded  by  what  we  call  the  court, 
and  carried  by  numbers,  without  a wise  word 
said  against  it.  Sir  Peter  King,  sir  Joseph 
Jtkyll,  Mr.  Lechmere  and  others  of  the  robe, 
were  very  strenuous  advocates  in  its  bchali; 
and  so  Were  other  gentlemen,  hot  to  nogfeil 
purpose;  for  the  court  divided  one-bowM 
and  nineteen,  and  my  friends  but  fifty  four.  F 
their  design  M as  to  intimidate  me,  they  lost  it 
utterly ; or,  if  to  suppress  the  look,  it  bsppt* 
ed  much  otherwise  ; for  every  body’s  curuftitl 
is  awakened  by  the  Osage,  and  the  books*- 
finds  his  account  in  it  above  any  one  else.  1* 
Spectator  has  conveyed  above  four  thousand 
them  into  other  people's  hands,  tint  wfldd 
otherwise  have  never  seen  nor  heard  of  it  If* 
word,  my  lord,  when  I consider,  that  these ^ 
tlemen  have  used  me  no  worse,  than,  I 
they  have  used  their  own  country,  the  proper, 
ib«  States,  the  house  af  Hanover,  and  ail 
allies  abroad,  as  well  ns  all  the  bnvf't, ,24 
w isest,  nnd  the  boncstcst  men  we  have  at  bo®** 
I nnt  more  inclined  to  become  vain,  than  sdJ 
ways  depressed  at  what  Las  befallen  me,  '*'ji 
intend  to  set  up  ’for  a man  c;f  merit  op*3 
this  very  stock.  But,"  pleasantries  apart,®! 
heart  is  wounded  within  me,  when  I consider 
seriously  whereabouts  xve  are,  and  whither  we 
are  tending.  The  court  party  do  cow  own 
publicly,  that  except  the  allies  accept  ot  fbi 
conditions,  that  arc  offered  them,  king  W? 
is  not  to  make  any  renuuciation;  anrl  certainty 
the  allies  cannot  accept  of  these  coudrtX®^ 
unless  they  are  distressed  to  the  last  dyne. 
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A Letter  from  the  St  at  ft-  General  to  Ike 
Quren  complained  of.]  The  same  day  a Coin* 
plaint  being  made  to  the  House  of  a printed 
Paper  entitled,  “ A Letter  from  the  States- 
Sentral  to  the  Queen  or  Great-Biitain ;”  the 
»arae  was  brought  up  and  read  os  follows, 

“Madam;  After  all  the  proofs  which  your 
"najesty  has  given  during  the  course  of  your  gln- 
*ious  reign,  of  your  great  zeal  for  the  public  good, 
ind  of  your  adherence  to  the  common  cause 
>f  the  high  allies ; after  so  many  marks  you 
uve  had  the  goodness  to  give  us,  of  your  tender 
uTvctioo,  and  of  your  friendship  to  our  repub* 
ic;  ami  after  the  repeated  assurances  you  have 
jiten  us,  and  that  very  lately  too,  of  your  in- 
entions,  That  your  troops  should  act  against 
he  common  enemy,  until  the  war  was  con- 
cluded by  a general  peace  : It  is  impossible  we 
hould  not  be  surprised  and  affected  by  two 
leclarations  we  have  lately  received,  one  after 
mother,  in  the  name  of  your  majesty  ; the  first 
3j  the  duke  of  Ormond,  your  general,  that  he 
•ould  undertake  nothing  without  new  orders 
rora  you,  the  other  by  the  bishop  of  Bristol, 
four  plenipotentiary  to  the  congress  at  Utrecht, 
bat  your  majesty  perceiving  that  we  did  not 
utsvrcr  as  we  ought  the  proposals  which  you 
iad  made  us,  and  that  vve  should  not  act  iu 
concert  with  your  ministers,  on  the  subject  of 
nace,  you  would  take  your  measures  apart; 

»nd  that  you  did  not  look  upon  yourself  to  be 
low  under  any  obligation  whatever  with  respect 

0 us. 

“ As  soon  ns  we  had  notice  of  those  Decla- 
ations,  we  sent  ordnii  to  our  minister,  who 
iw  the  honour  to  reside  at  your  majesty’s 
xiurt,  to  represent  to  yoq  the  reasons  of  our 

»Ve  most,  and  shall  have  a Separate  Peace  in 
ipite  of  all  that  can  be  said  ; and  that  must  be 
without  a rcuunciation  on  the  part  of  France  and 
without  a guaranty  from  the  allies;  and  what 

1 Peace  is  that  like  to  be?  It  is  now  said,  that 
England  is  to  constrain  the  king  of  France  to 
onteut  the  States  with  a Barrier  to  their  liking; 
iad  the  rest  will  come  in,  or  stand  out  without 
toy  danger.  Put  I am  afraid  England  lias  lost 
!l  her  constraining  power,  and  that  France 
kinks  she  has  us  in  her  hands,  and  may  use  us 
is  she  pleases,  which.  I dare  say,  will  be  as 
curvily  as  we  deserve.  What  a change  has 
wo  years  made  ? your  lordship  may  now 
roagine  you  are  growing  young  again;  for  we 
ire  fallen,  mctlunks,  into  the  very  dregs  of 
riiaxles  (he  second’s  politics;  saving,  that  then 
bey  were  more  reasonable,  because  our  enemy 
ras  then  in  so  full  power  and  lustre,  as  might 
loth  terrify  and  dazzle  a poor  luxurious  prince, 
bat  would  not  be  disturbed,  nor  seemed  to 
are  much  what  became  of  England  after  he 
*as  gone.  The  present  limes  inay  put  you  in 
rind  of  those,  w ith  this  bad  difference  still,  that 
|Q»  the  ruinous  effects  of  those  advices  seem 
o be  takidg  place  after  an  interval  of  five  or 
« and  twenty  years ; and  after  such  an  intcr- 
uption,  asonefrould  have  thought  should  have 
^uile  baffled  and  destroyed  them,"  Tindal. 
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surprize,  and  the  consequences  of  those  decla- 
rations, and  to  request  you,  with  that  respect 
which  we  always  ftad,  and  which  we  shall  lor 
ever  entertain  for  your  royal  person,  that  you 
would  give  other  orders  to  the  duke  of  Ormond, 
that  he  may  art  with  all  possible  vigour,  ac- 
cording tq  the  exigency  of  the  war;  and  that 
your  majesty  would  have  the  goodness  to  en- 
tertain other  sentiments  of  us,  than  those  which 
the  bishop  of  Bristol  has  declared  (o  our  pleni- 
potentiaries at  Utrecht. 

“ But  the  more  we  consider  those  Declara- 
tions, the  more  important  we  find  them,  and 
the  morp  we  apprehend  their  consequences : 
therefore  we  could  not  forbear  applyiug  our- 
selves by  this  letter  directly  to  your  majesty, 
hoping,  that  you  will  consider  it,  as  wc  promise 
ourselves  you  will,  both  from  your  prudence 
aud  wisdom,  and  from  your  so  much  famed 
zeal  for  the  public  welfare ; particularly  from 
your  usual  friendship  and  affection  for  us  and 
our  republic. 

*(  We  protest  before  all  things,  that,  as  we 
ever  had  a true  friendship  as  well  as  the  highest 
respect  for  your  majesty,  and  a sincere  affec- 
tion to  all  your  interests,  with  an  earnest  de- 
sire to  live  in  a perfect  good  understanding  and 
union  with  you,  we  have  still  the  same  senti- 
ments, and  shall  alw'ays  preserve  them,  wishing 
for  nothing  more,  than  to  be  able  to  give  your 
majesty  the  most  convincing  proofs  of  it. 

“ After  this,  we  pray  your  majesty  to  cob 
sidcr,  according  tq  your  great  penetration, 
whether  we  have  not  just  grounci  to  be  sur- 
prized, when  we  see  a stop  put,  by  an  order  in 
your  majesty’s  name,  without  our  knowledge, 
to  |he  operations  of  the  Confederate  Army, 
the  finest  and  strong! st,  which,  perhaps,  has 
been  in  the  field  during  the  whole  course  of 
ill?  war,  aud  provided  with  all  necessaries  to 
act  with  vigour,  and  this,  after  they  had  march- 
ed, according  to  the  resolution  taken  in  cou* 
cert  with  your  majesty’s  General,  almost  up  to 
the  enemy,  with  a great  superiority  both  as  to 
the  number  and  goodness  of  troops,  and  ani- 
mated with  a noble  courage  and  zeal  to  acquit 
themselves  bravely;  so  that,  in  all  human  ap- 
pearance, and  with  the  divine  assistance,  wlucji 
we  have  experienced  so  visibly  ou  so  many 
other  occasions,  we  should  have  been  able  ei- 
ther by  battles  or  sieges,  to  gain  great  advan- 
tages over  the  enemy,  to  have  bettered  the 
affairs  of  the  Allies  and  to  facilitate  the  nego- 
ciations  of  Peace. 

“ We  flatter  ourselves  indeed  with  the  hopes 
which  the  duke  of  Ormond  has  given  us,  that 
in  a few  days  he  expects  other  orders;  hut  in 
the  mean  time,  we  are  sorry  io  see  one  ot  tlio 
finest  opportunities  lost,  being  uncertain,  whe- 
ther we  shall  have  another  so  favourable,  since 
the  enemy  have  time  given  them  to  fortify 
themselves,  and  take  their  precautions,  while 
the  army  of  the  allies  lies  still  without  action  ; 
and  consuming  the  forage  all  round,  deprive 
themselves  of  the  means  of  subsisting  for  time 
to  come  in  those  places,  where,  by  concert, 
the  operations  of  the  campaign  were  designed  ; 
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which  may  male  such  entcrprizes  impossible 
hereafter,  as  were  practicable  now,  and  con- 
sequently render  the  whole  campaign  unsuc- 
cessful, to  the  inestimable  prejudice  of  the 
common  cause  of  rhe  High  Allies.  , 

“ Certainly,  when  we  consider  the  army  as 
it  really  is,  composed  of  the  troops  of  your  ma- 
jesty and  tiie  other  allies,  joined  together  by 
common  concert,  to  act  for  the  greatest  ad- 
vantage and  furtherance  of  the  common  cause, 
and  the  assurances  which  your  majesty  had 
given  us  by  your  letters,  by  your  ministers,  and 
ia-t  of  all,  by  your  general  the  duke  of  Ormond, 
of  your  intentions,  that  your  troops  should  be 
ordered  to  act  with  their  usual  vigour,  as  well 
Us  the  engagements  into  which  your  majesty  is 
cnieied,  not  only  with  respect  to  us,  but  also 
separately  and  jointly  with  us,  in  respect  to  the 
other  allies.  U is  very  dilTicult  for  us  to  con- 
jecture and  conceive  how  an  order  so  prtju- 
dieinl  to  the  common  cause,  given  so  suddenly, 
without  our  knowledge,  and  undoubtedly  too 
without  the  knowledge  of  the  other  allies,  can 
agree  and  consist  with  the  nature  of  nn  alliance, 
and  with  those  assurances  and  engagements 
just  now  mentioned.  For  though,  accoiding 
to  the  declaration  of  the  bishop  of  Bristol,  your 
majesty  holds  yourself  to  he  disengaged  from 
every  obligation  with  regard  to  us,  it  is  plain, 
that  the  matter  now  in  question  is  dot  our  par- 
ticular interest  or  advantage,  but  that  of  all 
l lie  allies,  who  will  sutler  by  the  prejudice 
w hich  an  order  so  little  expected  must  needs 
bring  to  the  common  cause. 

“ But),  madiun,  wc  cannot  forbear  telling 
vour  majesty,  that  the  Decimation  made  by 
the  bishop  of  Bristol,  at  Utrecht,  has  no  less 
surprized  us  than  that  of  the  duke  of  Ormond 
in  the  army.  It  appears  to  us  so  extraordinary 
that  we  know  not  how  to  reconcile  it  with  the 
great  goodness  and  kindness  which  your  ma- 
jesty has  always  honoured  us  with;  and  not 
being  able  to  conceive  how  such  a sudden 
change  could  happen,  with  respect  to  us,  we 
are  not  only  surprized  but  afflicted  at  it.  We 
have  carefully  examined  our  conduct,  and  find 
nothing  in  it  that  cun  have  given  ground  to 
that  dissatisfaction  winch  your  majesty  ex- 
presses with  us  by  this  Declaration. 

“ From  the  very  first  day  that  your  majesty 
ascended  the  throne,  we  testify ed  all  the  defer- 
ence that  you  could  desire  from  a state  in 
friv  ndship  and  alliance  with  you,  Wecarefully 
sought  alter  your  amity  and  affection,  and,  con- 
sidering the  happy  effects  which  n good  intel- 
ligence, harmony  and  union  betwixt  your  ma- 
jesty and  us,  and  the  two  nations  might  produce 
and  have  really  produced,  and  the  advantage 
which  resulted  from  thence  to  both,  as  well 
as  to  the  common  cause  of  nil  the  allies,  we 
made  it  our  business  heartily  to  cultivate  them, 
and  more  and  more  to  gain  your  majesty’s  con- 
fidence and  to  confoMu  ourselves  to  your  semi- 
men  s as  much  as  possibly  we  could. 

“ We  think  that  we  gave  a signal  proof  of 
this,  particularly  with  regard  to  the  negotiations 
ct  peace  ; since  not  only  after  wc  were  in- 
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formed  of  the  conferences  formerly  held  w 
F.ngland  upon  this  subject,  we  did  expect  dot 
your  majesty  would  give  us  an  account  ct 
them;  having  this  firm  confidence  in  yom 
friendship  for  our  republic  and  in  yourxeui  sir 
the  good  of  the  common  cause,  that  nothing 
would  he  done  to  prejudice  us,  nor  the  other 
allies;  but  also  when  your  majesty  coip.nwn.- 
cuted  to  us  tire  preliminary  articles  signed  by 
M.  Mesnager  in  England,  and  when  you  pro* 
posed  to  us  the  calling  and  holding  a conrre« 
for  a General  Peace,  arid  required  ofus  to  grant 
for  this  end  necessary  passports  fur  the  enemy* 
ministers,  we  consented  to  it,  though  «ehai 
many  reasons,  which  to  us  seemed  very  *eil 
grounded,  not  to  euter  into  such  a treaty  with- 
out a better  foundation,  or  at  least,  *ilb  ct 
tiie  concurrence  of  the  other  allies  : but,  *e 
preferred  your  majesty’s  sentiments  t<>ouro*o, 
in  order  to  give  you  anew  proof  of  cor  de- 
fc/r  nee. 

“ We  did  no  less,  with  respect  to  the  difc- 
culties  which  were  started  on  the  subject  of 
the  treaty  of  the  mutual  guarauty  for  die  suc- 
cession of  the  protestant  line  to  your  majesty > 
kingdoms,  and  for  our  barrier  ; a treaty  of 
such  importance  to  the  two  nations,  that  *e 
look  upon  it  as  the  strongest  tie  that  could  te 
thought  on  to  unite  for  ever  the  hearts  a-d 
interests  of  both  ; concluded  after  the  ©a- 
turcst  deliberation  »uid  ratified  on  both  sui« 
in  the  most  authentic  form  : for  though  we 
might  have  stood  to  the  treaty  •>  ’ll  wax, 
yet  we  entered  into  a neg<  ciation  upon  tho* 
difficulties,  and  particularly  on  the  point  of 
the  assiento,  concerning  which  «e  gare  our 
plenipotentiaries  such  instructions,  that  we  bo 
longer  doubted  but  all  the  difficulties  would 
have  been  adjusted  to  routgai  content,  and  that 
we  should  thereby  have  entirely  regained  yew 
majesty’s  confidence  ; and  so  much  the  n*on* 
because  in  the  first  place,  when  the  ttmit; 
of  a congress  for  a General  Peace  was  in  hand, 
your  majesty  declared  to  us  by  your  ambar 
sudor,  that  you  desired  no  more  than  our  con- 
currence in  that  single  point,  and  this  only 
mark  of  our  confidence,  and  that  then  you  wold 
give  us  strong  and  real  proofs  of  jour  affrrujn 
towards  us,  and  of  your  upright  iotenuons, 
with  respect  to  the  common  cause  of  d«e 
allies  : and  that  afterw  ards,  when  die  diffi- 
culties about  the  Succession  and  the  Barrier 
were  raised,  your  majesty  did  likewise  assure  cs, 
that  if  wc  would  remit  Something  upon  the 
most  essential  points,  and  particularly  about 
the  affair  of  the  assieuto,  it  would  be  the  true 
way  to  re-establish  a mutual  confidence;  whicii 
being  onre  restored  your  majesty  would  uie 
particularly  to  heart  the  interests  of  this  state, 
and  act  in  conjunction  with  us  in  the  "bole 
negociatiou,  to  obtain  an  honourable,  good  and 
sure  Peace. 

“ Bur,  we  find  ourselves  very  modi  out  m 
our  expectation,  since  at  the  very  same  time 
when  we  made  the  greatest  advances  towards 
your  majesty,  and  that  we  did  verily  belicre 
we  jhould  come  to  an  agreement  about  tLe 
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>ints  in  difference,  we  see  the  earl  of  Strafford 
me  without  finishing  that  affair:  wc  see  the 
•my  stopped  in  the  beginning  of  its  career, 
id  wc*  hear  a declaration,  by  which  your  ma- 
sty  looks  upon  yourself  to  be  disengaged 
jtn  all  obligations  with  us ; for  which  the 
asonsaihrigcd  are,  that  we  have-not  answered 
we  ought  the  advances  which  your  majesty 
arie  towards  us,  and  that  we  would  not  net  in 
nrert  with  your  ministers  about  the  Peace. 

4*  If  your  majesty  would  he  pleased  to  look 
th  n favourable  and  equitable  eye  upon  our 
•nduct,  we  flatter  ours<*l»es  and  have  n firm 
influence,  that  you  will  find  nothing  in  it 
aich  can  give  you  such  disadvantageous  ideas 
d thoughts  of  us  ; but  that  you  will  rather 
id,  that  we  have  performed,  und  do  still 
Tform  all  that  we  owe,  ns  good  and  faithful 
lies;  and  particularly  to  your  majesty. 

M What  we  have  said  already,  might  perhaps 
- sufficient  to  persuade  you  of  it  : but  we 
un  add,  (hat  having  always  est  emed  your 
•j«*ty*»  affection  and  a g *od  harmony  betwixt 
c two  nations,  as  one  of  the  strongest  supports 
our  state  a »d  of  the  prruestam  religion,  and 
one  of  the  most  effectual  methods  to  mam- 
in  and  advance  our  common  interest  and 
oieoftte  whole  confederacy ; and  this  sincere 

1 ni  >n  being  firmly  imprinted  on  our  hearts 
e were  never  backward  to  communicate  and 
Hifult  in  all  confidence  with  your  majesty 
id  your  ministers,  upon  the  affairs  of  the 
?ace,  according  to  the  foundations  laid  down 

die  Grand  Alliance  and  other  treaties.  We 
dare, th nt  we  have  always  been  inclinable 
d ready  to  doit,  aud  are  so  si  ill,  as  far  as 

2 can,  without  prejudice  to  the  allies,  and 
thout  departing  from  or  acting  against  the 
■gigeiuenti,  treaties,  and  alliances  which  we 
ive  entered  into. 

“ But,  Madam,  all  the  proposals  hitherto 
ideto  us  upon  tliat  subject,  were  couched  in 
rv  general  terms,  without  communicating  to 
U;e  result  of  the  negociations  betwixt  your 
ijesty’s  ministers  and  those  of  France  nor 
en  your  majesty's  thoughts  about  the  subject 
iiefi  «e  ought  to  have  concerted  together, 
u true  that  in  some  of  t lie  last  conferences, 
ar  majesty's  ministers  demanded  to  know 
‘ether  ours  were  furnished  with  a full  power, 
d authorized  to  draw  up  a plan  for  the 
ace ; but  it  had  been  just,  before  such  a 
•up  was  demanded  of  us,  that  they  should 
*e communicated  the  result  of  the  negor.m- 
vo  long  treated  of  betwixt  your  majesty's 
••isters  aud  those  of  the  enemy ; or  ut  least 
ty  should 'have  told  us  your  majesty's  thoughts. 
“ R*d  that  plan  related  only  to  your  ma- 
ty * interest  and  ouis,  we  should  perhaps 
re  been  in  the  wrong  not  to  have  forthwith 
Tie  into  it,  though  even  in  that  case  the 
air  wo  id  1 not  have  l»een  without  its  diflicul* 
s,  since  the  least  notice  of  it  which  should 
re  come  to  the  enemy,  must  have  been  very 
judicial:  But,  as  the  plan  in  question  con- 
fned  the  interest  of  all  the  allies,  and  almost 
Europe,  we  had  very  strong  apprehensions, 
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that  ns  tfie  particular  negotiations  betwixt 
your  majesty’s  ministers  und  those  of  France, 
and  the  readiness  with  which  we  consented  to 
the  Congress  at  Utrecht,  and  to  the  giving  of 
passports  to  the  enemy's  ministers,  had  already 
occasioned  abundance  of  suspicions,  and  much 
uneasiness  to  his  imperial  majesty  and  the  other 
allies:  We  say,  we  apprehended  that  his  impe- 
rial majesty  and  the  other  allies  coming  to  know, 
which  would  have  been  very  difficult  to  conceal 
from  them,  the  concert  betwixt  your  majesty’s 
ministers  and  ours  for  n plan  of  Peace,  ami  that 
before  the  min  inters  of  France  had  given  a speci- 
fic answer  to  the  demands  of  the  allies,  their 
suspicions  and  uneasiness  would  have  increased, 
ami  that  way  of  proceeding  might  have  given 
them  ground  to  entertain  prejudicial  thoughts, 
as  if  it  hud  been  the  intention  of  your  majesty 
mid  us  to  abandon  the  Grand  Alliance  and  the 
common  cause,  or  at  least,  that  we  alone  took 
upon  us  tu  determine  the  late  of  all  the  other 
allies,  by  which  his  imperial  majesty  and  the 
other  confederates,  might  have  been  pushed  on 
to  separate  measures,  and  to  take  such  steps 
ns  would  be  no  ways  agreeable  to  your  ma- 
jesty's iuterest. 

“ We  thought  these  reasons  strong  enough 
to  justify  our  conduct  to  your  majesty  on  this 
head,  and  if  we  did  not  enter  with  all  the  readi- 
ness which  you  might  have  wished  for,  into  the 
concert  proposed,  we  hope  that  at  most  your 
majesty  will  look  upon  our  backwardness  only 
as  an  excess  of  prudence  or  of  scruple,  nnd  not 
in  the  least  as  the  want  of  confidence  in  your 
majesty ; while  the  allies  might  have  considered 
it  ns  a departing  from  the  treaties,  and  particu- 
larly from  the  8th  article  of  the  Grand  Alliance. 
We  also  hope,  that  your  majesty,  for  the  rea- 
sons here  alledged,  w ill  lay  aside  those  hard 
thoughts  of  us,  as  if  we  had  not  answered,  ns 
we  ought,  the  advances  which  your  majesty 
made  towards  us,  and  r hut  w c would  not  act  in 
concert  with  vonr  ministers  upon  the  subject  of 
the  peace  ; lint,  Madam,  though  your  majesty 
should  not  acquiesce  in  our  reasons,  of  whicK 
however  we  cannot  doubt,  we  pray  your  ma- 
jesty to  consider,  whether  that  be  sufficient  for 
your  majesty  to  think,  that  you  are  disengaged 
from  nil  obligations  with  respect  to  us. 

“ Had  we  acted  against  end  contravened  the 
engagements  and  treaties  which  we  had  the 
honour  to  conclude  with  your  majesty,  wc 
might  have  expected  from  your  goodness  arid 
justice,  that  you  would  have  represented  those 
contraventions  to  us,  nnd  not  have  looked  upon 
yourself  to  have  been  disengaged,  till  such  time 
ns  we  had  refused  to  give  all  necessary  redress. 
But,  as  we  did  no  ways  engage  to  enter  with 
your  majesty  into  a concert  to  draw  up  a plan 
of  Fence  without  the  participation  of  the  other 
members  of  the  Grand  Alliance,  the  backward- 
ness wc  have  shewn  upon  that  bend,  cannot  be 
looked  upon  as  a contravention  of  our  engage- 
ments, nnd  therefore  cunnot  serve  to  disengage 
your  majesty  from  yours,  with  respect  to  us, 
since  we  arc  verily  persuaded,  that  we  have 
fully  answered  all  our  treaties  aud  all  our  al- 
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lianees,  both  with  your  majesty,  and  with  the 
high  allies  in  general ; and  that  we  have  done 
more  in  tin*  present  war,  than  could  injustice, 
and  equity,  have  been  expected  from  us. , All 
the  difference  betwixt  your  majesty  and  us  in 
this  point,  is  uo  more  if  rightly  considered, 
than  a disparity  of  sentiments. 

« In  truth,  madam,  if  for  such  a cause  be- 
twixt potentates,  allied  and  united  together  by 
the  strongest  and  strictest  ties  of  alliance,  in- 
terest and  religion,  any  one  of  those  potentates 
could  quit  all  their  engagements,  and  disengage 
themselves  from  all  their  obligations,  there  is 
no  tie  so  strong,  which  rnay  not  be  broke  at 
any  time,  and  we  know  of  no  engagements 
that  could  be  relied  on  in  time  to  come. 

•<  We  assure  ourselves,  that  when  your  ma- 
jesty considers  the  consequences,  you  will  not 

Sersist  in  the  declaration  which  the  bishop  of 
iristol  has  made;  We  beseech  you,  with  all 
the  respect  and  all  the  earnestness  of  which 
we  are  capable,  that  you  would  not ; and  also 
that  you  would  be  pleased  to  revoke  the  order 
giten  to  the  duke  of  Ormond,  if  it  be  not  re- 
voked already,  and  that  you  would  authorize 
him  to  act  according  to  occurrences,  and  as 
the  exigency  of  the  war,  and  the  advancement 
of  the  common  cause  sh  -11  require. 

“ We  also  request  you.  madam,  to  commu- 
nicate to  us  the  result  of  the  conferences  be- 
twixt your  ministers  and  those  of  the  enemy, 
or  at  least  your  thoughts  upon  the  Peace,  and 
we  will  endeavour  to  give  your  majesty  all  ima- 
ginable proofs  of  our  deference  for  your  sen- 
timents, and  of  our  sincere  desire  to  preserve 
your  valuable  friendship  us  much  as  we  can, 
without  acting  contrary  to  the  faith  of  the  en- 
gagements into  which  we  have  entered  by  trea- 
ties and  alliances  with  your  majesty  and  other 
potentates. 

« We  are  firmly  persuaded,  that  it  is  not  your 
majesty’s  intentiou  in  any  manner  to  break 
them,  since  you  have  always  been  of  the  same 
opinion  with  us,  and  the  other  allies,  that  a good 
union  betwixt  the  allies  not  only  during  the 
present  war,  hut  also  after  the  peace  shall  be 
concluded,  is,  and  always  will  be,  the  most 
folid,  and  even  the  only  method  to  preserve 
the  liberty  and  independency  of  all  together, 
end  ef  every  one  in  particular,  ogaiust  the 
great  power  of  France. 

**  We  again  renew  to  your  majesty  tlie  assu- 
rances of  our  high  and  perfect  esteem  for  your 
person  aud  friendship,  as  also  of  our  intentions 
and  sincere  desires  to  entertain  with  your  ma- 
jesty the  same  good  correspondence,  harmony 
and  union,  as  before,  and  to  cultivate  the  same 
betwixt  the  two  nations,  as  far  as  it  shall  lie 
in  our  power:  and  we  pray  your  majesty,  to 
preserve  likew  ise  for  us  and  our  republic,  your 
former  affection.  We  refer  for  the  rest,  to 
what  the  Sieur  Van  Borsellc,  our  envoy-ex- 
traordinary, has  further  to  say  to  your  ma- 
jesty on  this  subject.  And  pray  the  Almigh- 
ty, &c." 

44  Hague,  June  5, 1712.  N.  S.” 


Resolution*  of  the  Commons  lArrron.]  Afcs 
the  reading  ol  this  Letter  the  Commons  nv 
solved.  That  an  humble  Address  be  presew 
to  her  majesty  assuring  her  majesty  ot  the  j* 
sense  this  house  has  of  the  indignity  ofo* 
to  her  majesty,  by  printing  and  publishing  r 
Letter  from  the  States-General  to  her  awj«j, 
and  humbly  to  desire  her  majesty,  that  she 
so  far  resent  s.uch  indignities,  as  to  sj 
Answer  • for  the  future  to  any  Lciun « 
Memorials  that  shall  be  so  primed  and  po- 
lished : and  ordered  that  the  said  Address  it 
presented  to  her  majesty  by  such  iuca»t*n  n 

* But  the  day  before  the  Ilnuie  careers 
these  Resolutions,  the  Queen  had  thougat  fc 
to  answer  the  Letter  from  the  Sutes-Gec;^ 
in  the  following  manner: 

“ High  and  Mighty  Lords,  Friends,  Alue. 
and  Confederates, 

M There  is  nothing  dearer  to  us  than  die  ?*• 
serration  of  a good  understanding  tod  a 
feet  union  with  your  State.  This  has  hwt  Ur 
principal  object  of  our  pare;  and  we  tart* 

little  ground  to  accuse  ourselves  of  bras 

the  least  contributed  to  the  lessening  id  a* 
same,  that  wc  reflect  with  pleasure  on 
we  have  taken,  and  on  all  the  instance* « 
have  made,  that  the  disputes  which  bm  im- 
pelled, with  relation  to  the  interests  of  the  tw 
nations,  should  be  amicably  determined, » 2 
we  might  communicate  our  thoughts 
another,  without  reserve,  upon  thus*  of  sb 
public  ; for  in  the  present  conjuncture 
there  ought  to  l»e  an  equal  frankness  on  t $ 
sides,  and  a mutual  confidence. — Wewp?* 
the  alarms  which  you  took  on  account  ot  » 
declarations  made  by  live  duke  of  Ormond  ^ 
the  bishop  of  Bristol,  are  now  over ; * 

repent  to  you  what  we  have  so  often  decLcrf. 
That  it  will  be  your  own  fault,  as  it  bask**8* 
time  past,  if  all  our  measures  about  * 
Peace  be  not  taken  in  conceit  with  your  it®- 
—The  earl  of  Strafford  will  be  with  Jt*Bl 
few  days,  with  fall  instructions  concert*!  *- 
intentions.  Our  ministers  will  be  disport  ** 
authorised  to  do  all  tbat  is  incumbent 
to  renew  an  entire  confidence  with  joa. 
to  prevent,  for  the  future,  such  laisnodmo*- 
ings  as  have  been  fomented  with  so  wadi  » 
lice  and  so  little  foundation.— 6ut,  we 
pa *s  over  in  silence  our  great  *urpnz*> * 
that  your  letter  of  the  5th  instant,  N-  ^ ^ 
printed  and  published  almost  as  sr>on  15  ** 
received  it  from  die  bands  of  your  minetrf -1 
proceeding  which  is  equally  contrary  w $ *■ 
politics  and  decency.  It  is  a fem«m*trau£'-‘ * 
stead  of  a representation,  and  an  appvoJ r 
people  instead  of  an  address  to  die 
We  hope  that  you  will  not  suffer  the  I**  ’•  ' 
done  again,  for  our  honour  willangnp*^ 
give  no  answer  to  any  letters  or 
which  shall  be  published  in  that  manper 
the  rest,  we  pray,  Ac.  Your  goodjort*. 

w Kensington,  June  9th-20th.  IT  ft/ 
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e of  her  majesty’s  most  honourable  privy- 
•uncil.* 

Afr.  Hampden's  Motion  for  the  Allies  to  be 
uaranteenff  the  Protestant  Succession , reject - 
1 June  17.  Mr.  Hampden  made  a motion, 
Inatan  humble  Address  be  made  to  hermnjes- 
, humbly  acquainting  her,  44  That  this  House* 
is  a grateful  sense  of  her  majesty**  care  for  her 
•ople,  in  the  assurances  she  so  lately  made 
:>m  the  throne,  That  the  Protestant  Succes- 
>n  in  the  House  of  Hanover,  is  nearest  at  hrr 
nrt;  and  being  convinced,  that  the  safety  of 
e Protestant  Succession  must,  in  a great  mea- 
re,  depend  on  the  event  of  the  present  Trea- 
for  a general  Pence,  do  most  humbly  beseech 
r majesty,  That  she  will  be  pleased  to  give 
rticular  Instructions  to  her  plenipotentiaries, 
at,  in  the  conclusion  of  the  said  Treaty,  the 
reral  powers  in  Alliance  with  her  majesty, 
ay  be  Guarantees  for  the  Protestant  Succes- 
m to  the  crowns  of  these  realms,  as  settled 
act  of  parliament,  in  the  illustrious  House 
Hanover.”  Endeavours  were  used  to  have 
motion  dropped,  but  Hampden,  and  some 
his  friends,  insisting  to  have  the  question  put, 
e same  was  done  accordingly,  and  carried  in 
e negative,  by  a majority  of  133  voices 
ainst  38.  i 

Resolution  about  the  Protestant  Sirrcessiow.] 
fler  which  it  was  resolved,  1.  44  That  this 
>use  ha^such  an  entire  confidence  in  the  re- 
sted declarations  her  majesty  has  been 
eased  to  niake,  of  her  securing  to  these  king- 
ms  the  Protestant  Succession,  as  by  law 
tablished  in  the  House  of  Hanover,  that  they 
n never  doubt  of  her  majesty’*  taking  the  pro- 
r tnrasures  for  the  security  thereof ; and  that 
is  House  will  support  her  majesty  against  fac- 
•n  at  home,  and  her  enemies  abroad  ; and 
at  this  House  docs  humbly  beseech  her  ma- 
rty,  that  she  is  ill  be  pleased  to  discounter 
nee  all  those  who  shall  endeavour  to  raise 
ilousics  between  her  majesty  and  her  sub- 
:ts,  especially,  by  misrepresenting  her  good 
Mentions  for  the  welfare  of  her  people.  2. 
lat  the  said  Resolution  be  laid  before  her 
sjesty  by  the  whole  House.” 

The  Queen's  Ansner  thereto .]  The  Com- 
>ns  having  attended  the  queen  with  the  said  i 
•solution,  her  majesty  was  pleased  to  return 
e f»l!o"ing  Answer : 

44  Gentlemen,  I rciurnyon  hearty  thanks  for 
is  Resolution,  which  is  very  becoming  you, 
io  truly  represent  all  my  Commons. — You 
ve  shewn  yourselves  honest  assertors  of  the 
triarchy,  zealous  defenders  of  the  constitu- 
m,  and  real  friends  to  the  Protestant  Suc- 


• 41  Tt  was  observed,  that  a censure  was 
ssed  upon  it  merely  to  gratify  Mr.  Secretary 
. John  ; though,  on  the  other  hand,  several 
eeches  were  made,  particularly  by  Mr.  Lech- 
ere,  to  justify  the  States-Gcnrral ; which 
ve  occasion  to  some  people  to  sny,  4 That  a 
le  of  tlve Commons  was  the  only  answer,  that 
uhl  be  returned  to  their  high  mightinesses 
xer.**  Tindal. 


cession. — What  I have  said  and  done,  insuffi- 
cient to  satisfy  any  person  who  is  in  earnest  for 
the  Succession,  as  by  law  established  in  the 
House  of  Hanover,  that  I need  not  to  be  put 
in  mind  of  doing  any  thing  which  may  contri- 
bute to  render  that  Succession  secure.” 

The  Qu  cert’s  Speech  at  the  Adjournment  A 
June  21.  The  queen  came  to  the  House  of 
Peers,  and  the  Commons  being  sent  for,  her 
majesty,  after  giving  the  royal  assent  to  several 
Hills,  mnde  the  following  Speech : 

44  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ; 

“ The  last  time  1 was  here,  1 spoke  so  fully, 
and  afterwards  received  from  loth  Houses  such 
satisfactory  Addresses,  that  tliere  remains  little 
more  for  me  to  say  at  the  close  of  this  meeting 
of  parliament,  but  to  repeat  my  hearty  thanks 
for  your  late  solemn  assurances.  They  will  give 
me  strength  to  struggle  with  any  difficulties 
which  may  yet  be  raised  ; and  I hope,  that 
neither  they  who  envy  the  making  a good 
Peace,  nor  who  think  ii  their  interesr  to  con* 
tioue  the  war,  will  be  able  to  defeat  our  joint 
endeavours  for  the  honour  and  advantage  of 
Britain,  and  the  security  of  all  our  Allies. 

44  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons ; 

44  At  the  same  time  that  1 thank  you  most 
kindly  for  the  Supplies  you  have  cheerfully 
granted,  1 cannot  but  let  you  know  n»y  satis- 
faction in  the  near  view  1 have  of  a Peace, 
since  it  will,  in  some  measure,  recompense  my 
subjects  for  their  vast  expences,  and  also  lighten 
that  heavy  burden  they  have  borne  during  the 
war. 

tl  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen; 

44  You  have  expressed  how  sensible  you  are 
of  the  advantage  and  security  which  accrue  to 
Great-Britain,  and  our  allies,  by  the  terms  pro- 
posed for  a Peace.  And  I need  not  mention  to 
you  the  mischiefs  which  must  follow  the  break- 
ing off  this  treaty.  Our  burdens  will  be  at  least 
continued,  if  not  increased;  the  present  oppor- 
tunity would  be  irrecoverably  lost,  of  Britain's 
establishing  a real  balance  of  power  in  Europe 
and  improving  our  o<\n  commerce  ; and  if  any' 
one  of  our  allies  should  gain  something  by  sucb 
n proceeding,  the  rest  would  suffer  in  the  com- 
mon calamity.  But  I hope,  by  God's  bles- 
sing, such  fatal  designs  will  he  disappointed. 
— You  are  now  returning  into  your  respective 
countries,  and  I persuade  myself,  you  will  not 
be  wanting  in  your  endeavours,  to  obviate  the 
designs  of  any  ill  minded  persons,  who  may 
attempt  to  sow  sedition  arnengst  my  sub- 
jects, and  under  specious  pretences,  carry  on 
designs  they  dare  not  own. — I hope,  at  your 
next  meeting,  there  will  be  an  opportunity  of 
perfecting  what  1 have  recommended  to  you, 
which  you  have  left  unfinished  iii  this  Session. 
— 1 cannot  conclude  wrtlioufc  assuring  you, 
that  nothing  shall  move  me  from  steadily  pur- 
suing the  true  interest  of  so  dutiful  and  affec- 
tionate a people.” 

Both  Houses  were  then  adjourned. 

Principal  Occurrences  during  tub  I*r- 
CKS5--  Air.  Walpole  set  at  liberty*- London  Ad- 
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dress — Mr.  Secretary  St.  John  created  Viscount 
j Bvtingbroke — Death  aid  Character  of  the  Earl 
of  Godotphin — The  Duke  of  Marlborough  re- 
tires beyond  seas — The  Treaty  of  Peace  brought 
over — The  Parliament  meets  after  eleven  Pro- 
rogations.] This  adjournment,  instead  of  a 
prorogation,  occasioned  various  discourses; 
some  surmising,  it  was  intended  as  a fur- 
ther mortification  to  Mr.  Walpole,  who  ra- 
ther chose  to  continue  prisoner  in  the 
Tower,  than  to  make  his  submission.  Others 
imagined,  it  was  intended,  that,  at  the  expira- 
tion of  the  adjournment,  the  Mouse  should  sit 
again  for  the  dispatch  of  business.  But,  what- 
ever ground  there  was  for  the  first  of  these 
conjectures  it  appeared  there  was  none  for  the 
latter;  for  at  their  next  meeting,  on  the  8th  of 
July,  the  parliament  was  prorogued  to  the  31st 
of  the  same  month.  Upon  which  Mr.  Walpole, 
and  the  other  persons,  who  were  under  confine- 
ment by  order  of  the  Commons,  were  of  course 
set  at  liberty. — Though  the  queen  in  her  speech 
said,  they  approved  of  her  scheme  of  Peace,  yet 
that  was  not  in  any  of  the  Addresses ; many 
indeed,  who  intended  to  merit  by  their  officious 
real,  hud  magnified  it  in  their  speeches,  but 
both  Houses  observed  one  caution,  not  to 
express  their  being  satisfied  with  the  plan  of 
the  Peace,  though  it  was  covertly  insinuated. 

“ On  the  19th  of  June,  at  an  assembly  of  the 
lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  common  council  of 
the  city  of  London,  a motion  was  made  for  ad- 
dressing the  queen  ab«ut  the  peace;  against 
which  some  objections  were  made  by  sir  Gil- 
bert I feat  hcote  and  sir  Charles  Peers,  who  al- 
ledged  * I hat,  the  making  peace  or  war  being 
the  prerogative  of  the  crown,  they  ought  n«»t  to 
meddle  with  it.’  But  the  majority,  who  knew 
that  such  a step  would  he  very  acceptable  to 
the  court,  being  if  a contrary  opinion,  it  was 
carried  for  an  Address;  which  being,  two  days 
after,  presented,  with  another  from  the  lieute- 
nancy, the  queen  knighted  John  Cgss  and  Wil- 
liam Stuart,  the  sherilfs,  and  Samuel  Clarke. 
Upon  this*  a new  set  of  Addresses  were  pro- 
moted every  where,  full  t J*  gross  battery,  magni- 
fying the  present  conduct,  with  severe  reflec- 
tions on  the  former  ministry,  which  some  car- 
ried back  to  king  William’s  reign.  Some  of 
those  Addresses  mentioned  the  ProtesUnt  Suc- 
cession, and  the  house  of  Hanover,  with  zeal ; 
others  did  it  more  coldly,  and  some  made  no 
mention  at  all  of  it.  And  it  was  universally  be- 
lieved, that  no  Addresses  were  so  acceptable  t » 
the  ministers,  as  those  of  the  last  sort. — But 
neither  the  number,  nor  the  noise  of  Addresses, 
which,  during  the  remaining  part  of  the  year, 
were  presented  to  the  queen,  were  able  to  sup- 
press the  murmuiings  of.  the  Whigs,  and  even 
of  many  Tories,  who  did  not  like  the  terms  of 
Peace  contained  in  the  queen’s  Speech.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  astonishment,,  not  to  say  indig- 
nation with  which  the  queen’s  Speech  was  re- 
ceived in  Holland,  is  scarce  to  he  express'd ; 
and  exceptions  against  it.  were  published  both 
the  Dutch  and  Imperialists. 

**  A few  days  after  the  rising  of  the  Parlia- 
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roent,  Mr.  Secretary  St.  John  was  created i- 
count  Bolingbroke.*  The  earl  of  GodolpL 
died  of  the  stone,  on  the  15th  of  Septei-te  , 
He  had  served  in  considerable  eniployuw' 
under  four  princes  of  very  different  teoip*nn: 
designs.  Opposite  opinions  base  betnddiwr-l 
ed  of  his  merit  and  character.  Great  alxlflG 
and  integrity  have  been  ascribed  to  has  li 
some;  while  others  have  freely  censored 
for  notorious  defects  in  the  latter,  and  aHn*ed 
him  to  have  been  great  by  the  chance  oi^acr 
and  distinction.  The  Treasurer’s  staff  in- 
tended with  the  ill-will  and  a version  of  tie  To- 
ries ; tor  his  rival,  the  earl  of  IWIkmct, lit 
turbulent  zeal,  had  gained  the  higher  p'act  a 
their  favour.  As  he  had  commo.Jyicted  a 
opposition  to  the  Whigs,  they  likewise eoirr- 
tained  great  feats  and  jealousies  of  him.  Hi 
who!*  ministry  was  embarrassed  with  bith  t’-as* 
circumstances;  and  even  prudence,  good  tem- 
per, and  success,  could  not  secure  him  a st» 
n»l  good  will  and  confidence.  His  deiilm* 
dons  were  constant  and  determined  fores 
prosperity  at  home,  and  nur  success  ahrovi  I1 
his  difficulties  and  disadvantages,  psrncu  r' 
those  with  the  queen,  were  dulv  explained, to 
attention  to  the  welfare  of  the  nation  «-.u3k 
the  subject  of  great  admiration.  The  l uKctf 
the  two  kingdoms  was  his  work;  and,  th«S 
this  transaction  has  been  often  condemns  ! 
great  numbers  of  both  parties  yet  tliatd-esrf 
lessen  the  merit  of  the  performance.  B» 
of  this  Union,  the  Protestant  Succession 
secured  ; the  inflm  nee  of  France  on  tbe*-- 
of  Scotland  was  much  weakened;  inanyoa* 
sinus  of  feuds  and  animosities  were  rfaotei" 
and  the  benefits  resulting  to  the  whole  bU^ 
were  immediate  and  important,  and  liUfio 
be  perpetually  increasing.  Alliance*,  anlt* 
force  of  recommendations,  imposed  c pan  ks 
in  some  instances  ; hut  his  great  conferee 
to  employ  men  of  capacity  and  integri'y : r ' 
such  were  sure  of  his  kindest  reg*  ds.  Hr  to- 
a true  sense  of  the  nation's  welfare,  sfldj* 
the  proper  methods  of  pronmtiog  it-  ^ 
is  said  to  have  preserved  great  appeal* 
of  wisdom  by  silence  and  reset ve,  wl.icb  *« 
particulars  of  behaviour  supposed  to  k ~ 
consistent  with  a great  and  generous  s 
But  this  was  not  owing  to  any  thing tan*  w* 
unworthy;  for  in  ail  consultation*  oa  to*** 
he  discovered  a surprising  greatness  oice®3**- 

* “July  1.  Mr.  Secretary  is  sor-D  t 
made  a Viscount.  He  desired  I ' 
the  preamble  of  his  patent:  bur  lexcwd^ 
self  from  a work  that  might  lose  meagres”  J 
of  reputation,  and  get  me  very  little."— ‘ 

17.  Secretary  St.  John  is  made  \ hcma! 
linghroke.  T could  hardly  persuade  him  w-'*- 
that  ;itl*,  because  tint  eldest  branch  of  ■ 
mily  had  it  in  an  earldom,  and  it  ***  ^ • 
extinct.  If  he  did  not  like  it,  1 advised  t 
be  lord  P (mi fret , which  I think  is  a now  ^ 
You  will  hear  of  it  often  in  the  Chronicle*-*  * 
fret  Castle ; but  we  believed  it  wa*  * 
titles  of  some  other  lords.”  Swift’s  Joan^- 
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nd  a quick  and  most  exact  discernment. 
Its  kind,  equal,  and  obliging  temper  endeared 
lis  memory  tu  all,  who  had  the  pleasure  and 
.dvantage  uf  his  conversation.  1 1 is  behaviour 

0 the  queen  was  so  faultless,  that,  when  she 
ras  influenced  tu  dism;ss  him,  sliruue  aftd  con- 
ern  would  not  allow  her  to  admit  him  into  her 
•resence  ; and,  therefore  instead  of  permitting 
am  to  resign  into  her  hands  the  treasurer’s 
tatf,  a letter  was  send  to  order  him  to  break 
L Unbecoming  instances  of  behaviour  may 
•e  produced  in  the  lives  of  great  men  ok  all 
ges  and  all  employments.  Had  this  been  duly 
ousidcred,  such  severe  reproaches  had  not 
>een  cast  upon  this  minister  for  his  love  of 
>lay  and  horse-races ; by  which  indeed  he  be- 
:anie  too  much,  and  too  frequently  engaged 
•ith  the  ni'»st  worthlesa  of  men,  gamesters  and 
uckies.  But  after  all,  when  this  objection  is 
Wougbly  examined,  nothing  will  appear  but 

1 faulty  choice  of  improper  amusements ; mid 
here  were  no  imputations  upon  him  of  any 
iaudiilt-nt  practices,  though  such  were  then 
mfamilinr  to  persons  of  his  rank.  Nor  did 
us  love  for  these  diversions  ever  draw  him  off 
rom  tiie  duties  of  his  high  station.  His  letter 
:o  the  queen  just  before  his  dismission  fur- 
bishes as  with  the  fullest  ideas  of  his  worth  and 
rbaructer;  and  time  hath  abundantly  verified 
the  representations,  which  he  therein  made 
irith  dignity  and  decency,  a becoming  warmth, 
iod  an  honest  freedom.  Such  a sense  of  af- 
airs,  and  such  expressions,  could  only  proceed 
from  a mind  truly  great  and  truly  good.” 

“ Up  oft  his  death  the  dtike  of  Marlborough 
resolved  to  go  and  live  beyond  sea.  He  went 
may  in  the  end  of  November,  and  his  duchess 
olluwed  him  in  ihe  beginning  of  February  fol- 
owing.  This  was  variously  censured  ; some 
ireiended  it  was  the  giving  up  and  abandoning 
he  concerns  of  Ins  country  ; and  they  repre- 
•ented  it  as  the  effect  of  fear,  with  too  anxious 
t care  to  secure  himself.  Others  were  glad  he 
vas  safe  out  of  ill  hands ; whereby,  if  the  un- 
ion should  fall  into  the  convulsions  of  a civil 
var,  he  would  be  able  to  assist  the  elector  of 
lanover,  as  being  so  entirely  beloved  and  con- 
ided  in  by  all  our  military  men;  whereas,  if 
le  had  staid  in  England,  it  was  not  to  lie 
loubted,  but,  upon  the  least  shadow  of  sus- 
licion,  he  would  have  been  immediately  se- 
ured  ; but  now  he  would  he  at  liberty,  being 
'eyoiid  sea,  to  act  as  there  might  be  .occasion 
or  it.  There  were  two  suits  begun  against  him  : 
he  one  was  for  the  ‘2  $ per  cent,  which  the 
ureign  princes  were  content  should  he  de- 
luded for  contingencies,  of  which  an  account 
las  been  given.  The  other  was  for  arrears 
I ue  tot  the  builders  of  Blenheim-house.  The 
(ueen  had  given  orders  for  building  it  with 
reat  magnificence;  all  the  bargains  with  the 
workmen  were  made  in  her  name,  and  by  au- 
thority from  her  ; and  in  the  preambles  of  the 
icts  of  parliament,  which  confirmed  the  grant 
»f  Woodstock  to  him  and  his  heirs,  it  was  said 
he  queen  built  the  house  for  him,  \et  now, 
hat  the  tradesmen  were  let  run  into  an  nrrear 
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of  30, OCR)/,  the  queen  refused  to  pay  any  more, 
and  set  them  upon  suing  the  duke  of  Marl- 
borough for  it,  thoogh  he  had  never  contracted 
with  any  of  them.  Upon  his  going  beyond 
sea,  both  those  suits  were  stayed,  which  gave 
occasion  to  people  to  imagine,  that  the  mi- 
nistry, being  disturbed  to  sec  so  much  public 
respect  pnid  to  a man,  whom  they  had  used  so 
ill,  bad  set  these  prosecutions  on  foot,  only  £o 
render  his  stay  in  England  uneasy  to  him. 

u On  the  3d  of  April  1713,  being  Good-Fri- 
day,  Mr.  St.  John  arrived  at  Whitehall  with 
the  Treaties  of  Peace  and  Commerce,  signed 
the  Tuesday  before,  between  the  British  and 
French  plenipotentiaries,  and  the  news,  that 
the  ministers  of  Portugal,  Savoy,  Prussia,  and 
the  States-General,  had  likewise  signed  their 
respective  treaties  ; which  was  immediately  no- 
tified in  the  evening  by  popular  rejoicings. 
Four  days  after,  the  queen  held  a council  at 
St.  James’s,  in  which  the  lord-keeper  liarcourt 
was  declared  Lord  High-Chancellor  of  Great 
Britain ; and  at  the  same  time  the  duke  of 
Athol  was  sworn  of  the  privy  council.  This 
done,  the  queen  proposed  to  the  board  the  ra- 
tifying the  Treaties  of  Peace  and  Commerce: 
to  which  the  earl  of  Cholinondely  objected, 
saying,  1 This  matter  being  of  the  highest  im- 
portance for  her  majesty  and  her  kingdoms,  as 
well  as  all  Europe,  it  required  the  maturest 
consideration and  these  treaties  containing 
several  terms  of  the  civil  law,  in  which  the 
least  equivocation  might  be  of  great  conse- 
quence, and  being,  besides,  couched  in  J^atm 
and  French,  it  seemed  very  necessary  to  have 
them  translated  into  the  vulgar  tongue.’  He 
was  supported  by  another  member ; but,  the 
time  agreed  on  for  the  exchanging  of  the  rati- 
fications not  admitting  of  delays,  their  opinion 
was  over-ruled,  and  so  the  queen  ratified  the 
Treaties.  The  next  day  the  white-staff,  as 
Treasurer  of  the  household,  w as  taken  from  the 
earl  of  Cholmomlely,  and  sir  Richard  Temple 
was  removed  from  his  command  of  the  regi- 
ment of  dragoons,  formerly  commanded  by  the 
earl  of  Essex.  The  Peace  being  thus  signed 
and  ratified,  the  queen  resolved  not  to  defer 
any  longer  the  Meeting  of  the  Parliament, 
which  had  been  prorogued  no  fewer  than  eleven 
times.”  • 


• 11  January  17.  I dined  to  day  with  Lord 
Treasurer.  After  dinner  he  was  talking  to 
the  lords  about  the  Speech  the  queen  must 
make  when  the  parliament  meets.  He  asked 
me  how  I would  make  it  ? I was  going  to  be 
serious,  because  it  was  seriously  put ; but  I 
turned  it  to  a jest.  And,pecausc  they  had  been 
speaking  of  the  duchess*  f Marlborough  going 
to  Flanders  after  the  duke,  I said  the  Speech 
should  begin  thus : 1 My  Lords  and  Gentle* 

* men  ; In  order  to  my  own  quiet,  and  lhat  of 

* my  subjects,  I have  thought  tit  to  send  the 
‘ duchess  of  Marlborough  abroad  alter  the 

* duke/  This  took  well,  and  turned  otf  the 
discourse.  I must  tell  you,  1 do  not  at  all  like 
the  present  situation  of  affairs,  and  remember 

4 F 
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TI1IRD  SESSION  of  the  THIRD  PARLIA- 
MENT of  GUEAT-BIUTAIN. 

The  Queen's  Speech  on  Opening  the  Session.] 
April  9,  1713.  This  day  her  majesty  opened 
the  session  with  the  following  Speech  to  both 
Houses: 

“ Mv  Lords  and  Gentlemen  ; 

“ I ended  the  last  Sessions  with  my  hearty 
thanks  for  the  solemn  assurances  you  had  given 

1 tell  you  so.  Things  must  be  on  another  foot, 
or  we  are  all  undone ; l hate  this  driving  to  an 
inch.” 

“ February  ?.  Tlie  parliament  meets  to- 
morrow, but  will  be  prorogued  for  a fortnight; 
which  disappointment  will,  1 believe,  vex  abun- 
dance of  them,  though  they  are  not  Wings  : for 
they  are  forced  to  be  in  town  at  expence  for 
nothing:  but  we  want  an  answer  from  Spain, 
before  we  arc  sure  of  every  thihg  being  right 
for  the  peace;  and  God  knows  whether  we  can 
have  that  for  this  month.  It  is  a most  ticklish 
juncture  of  affairs.” 

“ February  17.  The  parliament  was  pro- 
rogued to  day,  and  people  grumble ; and  the 
good  of  it  is,  the  peace  cannot  be  finished  by 
the  time  they  meet,  there  arc  so  many  fiddling 
tilings  to  do.” 

“ February  27.  The  Whigs  are  forming 
great  schemes  against  the  meeting  of  parlia- 
ment, which  will  be  next  Tuesday,  I still 
think,  without  fail ; and  we  hope  to  hear  by 
then  that  the  peace  is  ready  to  sign.” 

M March  3.  The  parliament  was  again  pro- 
rogued for  a week,  and  I suppose  the  peace 
will  he  ready  by  then,  and  the  queen  will  be 
able  to  be  brought  to  the  House,  and  make  her 
Speech.” 

**  March  8.  Lord  Treasurer  shewed  me 
some  of  the  queen's  Speech,  which  I corrected 
in  sever.il  places,  and  penned  the  Vote  of  Ad- 
dress of  Thanks  for  the  Speech  ; but  J was  of 
opinion  the  House  should  not  sit  on  Tuesday 
next,  unless  they  hear  the  peace  is  signed  ; that 
is,  provided  they  are  sure  it  will  be  signed  the 
week  after,  nnd  so  have  one  scolding  for  all.” 

“ March  13.  The  queen  will  be  well  enough 
to  go  to  parliament  on  Tuesday,  if  the  Houses 
meet,  which  is  not  yet  certain  ; neither,  indeed, 
enn  the  ministers  l hemselves  tell ; for  it  depends 
on  winds  and  weather,  and  circumstances  of 
oegociation.  However,  we  go  on  ns  if  it  was 
certainly  to  meet ; and  I am  to  be  at  Lord 
Treasurer’s  to  morrow,  upon  that  supposition, 
to  do  some  things  relating  that  way.” 

u March  21.  Lord  Treasurer  has  been  at  n 
meeting  with  four  principal  Whigs;  but  he  is 
resolved  to  begin  a Speech  against  them  when 
the  parliament  sits,  and  I have  begged  that  the 
ministry  may  have  a meeting  on  purpose  to 
settle  that  matter,  and  let  us  be  the  attackers; 
and  I believe  it  will  come  to  something,  for  the 
W:higs  intend  to  attack  the  ministers ; and  if, 
instead  of  that,  the  ministers  attack  the  Whigs, 
it  will  be  better:  and  farther,  I believe  we 
shall  attack  them  on  those  very  points  they  to- 


rn e,  by  which  I have  been  enabled  to  overcoirf 
the  difficulties  contrived  to  obstruct  the  Gent’d 
Peace. — I have  deferred  opening  the  ses*jo« 
until  now,  being  very  desirous  to  communion 
to  you,  at  your  first  meeting,  the  success  of  da 
important  affair : It  is  therefore  with  grtJt 
pleasure  I tell  you  the  Treaty  is  signed,  and  ;a 
a few  days  the  ratifications  will  be  exchanged  — 
The  negociatiou  has  been  drawu  into  so 
a length,  that  all  our  allies  have  had  sutfeit 
opportunity  to  adjust  their  several  interest*, 
though  the  public  charge  has  been  thereby 
much  encrensed  ; yet  I hope  my  people  w*! 
be  easy  under  it,  since  wc  have  happily  ob- 
tained the  end  we  proposed. — What  I b»« 
done  for  securing  the  Protestant  Succession, 
and  the  perfect  friendship  there  is  between  me 
and  the  House  of  Hanover,  may  convince  such 
who  wish  well  to  both,  and  desire  the  quirt 
and  safety  of  their  country,  how  vain  all  at- 
tempts are  to  divide  us,  and  those  who  wosid 
make  a merit  by  separating  our  interests,  *«1 
never  attain  their  ill  ends. 

4<  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons; 

“ As  great  a progress  has  been  ’made  in  re- 
ducing the  public  expence, as  the  circotmttaco 
of  affairs  would  admit. — What  force  may  be 
necessary  for  securing  our  commerce  bj  ie*» 
and  for  Guards  and  Garrisons,  I leare  entire  If 
to  my  parliament.  Make  yourselves  safe  ; awl 
I shall  be  satisfied. — Next  to  the  protection  of 
Divine  Providence,  I depend  upon  the  loyalty 
and  affection  of  my  people.  1 want  no  other 
Guaranty. — I recommend  to  your  care  those 
brave  men,  who  have  served  well  by  sea  or 

tend  to  attack  us.  The  parliament  will  be 
again  prorogued  for  a fortnight,  because  ot 
Passion  Week.” 

“ April  7.  The  parliament  will  now  cer- 
tainly sit,  and  every  body’s  expectations  arc 
ready  to  burst.  At  a council  to  night,  the  lord 
chief  justice  Parker  (afterwards  earl  of  Mac- 
clesfield) a Whig,  spoke  against  the  peace;  » 
did  lord  Cholmondeley,  another  Whig,  who  « 
Treasurer  of  the  Houshold.  My  Lord  Keeper, 
Iiarcourt,  was  this  night  made  Lord  Chancc.- 
lor.  We  hope  there  will  soon  be  same  re- 
moves.” 

“ April  8.  Lord  Cholmondeley  is  this  day 
removed  from  his  employment,  for  his  l*s* 
night’s  speech ; nnd  sir  Richard  Temp*,  a 
lieutenant-general,  the  greatest  Whig  »®  *he 
nrmy,  is  turned  out ; and  lieutenant-general 
Palmes  will  be  obliged  to  sell  his  regiment. 
This  is  the  first  fruits  of  a friendship  I hat* 
established  l»etween  two  great  men.  I dmff 
with  Lord  Treasurer,  and  did  the  bos***  l 
had  for  him  to  his  satisfaction.  I won’t  tw 
you  what  it  was.  The  parliament  sit*  to-mor- 
row for  certain.  It  will  be  a vert  import'll* 
day.  AH  the  world  will  be  at  VVestnnflfW. 
Lord  Treasurer  is  us  easy  as  a lamb.  They  we 
mustering  up  the  proxies  of  the  absent  lords: 
but  they  are  riot  in  any  fear  of  wanting  a 
jority,  which  death  and  accidents  hare  inert***® 
this  year.”  Swiff’s  Journal. 
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land  this  war,  ami  cannot  be  employed  in  time 
of  Peace. — I must  desire  you  to  provide  the 
•Supplies  you  shall  judge  requisite ; and  to  give 
such  dispatch  as  may  be  necessary  for  your 
own  ease,  and  the  public  service. 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  ; 

“ The  many  advantages  I have  obtained  for 
ray  own  subjects  have  occasioned  much  oppo- 
sition and  long  delay  to  this  Peace. — It  affords 
me  great  satisfaction,  that  my  people  will  have 
it  in  their  power,  by  degrees,  to  repair  what 
they  have  suffered  during  so  long  and  burthen- 
some  a war. — The  easing  our  Foreign  Trade, 
as  far  as  is  consistent  with  natioual  credit,  will 
deserve  your  care;  and  to  think  of  proper  me- 
thods for  improving  and  encouraging  our  home 
trade  and  manufactures,  particularly  the  fishery, 
which  may  be  carried  on  to  employ  all  our 
spare  hands,  and  be  a mighty  benefit  even  to 
the  remotest  parts  of  this  kingdom. — Several 
matters  were  laid  before  you  last  session, 
which  the  weight  and  multiplicity  of  other 
business  would  not  permit  you  to  perfect  : I 
hope,  you  will  take  a proper  opportunity  to 
give  them  due  consideration. — I cannot,  how- 
ever, but  expressly  mention  niy  displeasure,  at 
the  unparalleled  licentiousness  in  publishing 
seditious  and  scandalous  Libels. — The  impu- 
nity such  practices  have  met  with,  has  encou- 
raged the  blaspheming  every  thing  sacred,  and 
the  propagating  opinions  tending  to  the  over- 
throw of  all  religion  and  government. — Prose- 
cutions have  been  ordered  : But  it  will  require 
some  new  law,  to  put  a stop  to  this  growing 
evil ; an«l  your  best  endeavours,  in  your  respec- 
tive stations,  to  discourage  it. — The  impious 
practice  of  Duelling  requires  some  speedy  and 
effectual  remedy. — Now  we  are  entering  upon 
Peace  abroad  ; let  ine  conjure  you  all,  to  use 
your  utmost  endeavours  fur  calming  men’s 
minds  at  borne,  that  the  arts  of  Peace  may  be 
cultivated.  Let  not  groundless  jealousies,  con- 
trived by  a faction,  and  fomented  by  party 
rage,  eflect  that  which  our  foreign  enemies 
:ould  not.  I pray  God  to  direct  all  your  con- 
sultations, for  bis  glory,  and  tlie  welfare  of  my 
people.'** 

* u April  9.  I was  this  morning  with  Lord 
Treasurer,  to  present  to  him  a young  son  of 
he  late  earl  of  Jersey,  at  the  desire  of  the 
vidow.  There  I saw  the  maco  and  great  coach 
or  Lord  Treasurer,  who  was  going  to  parlin- 
nent.  Our  society  met  to  day  ; but  I cx- 
lected  the  Houses  would  sit  longer  than  I 
ntred  to  fast ; so  I dined  with  a friend,  and 
lever  inquired  how  matters  went  till  eight  this 
vening,  when  I went  to  lord  Orkney's,  where 
found  sir  Thomas  Hanmer.  The  queen  dc- 
ivered  her  speech  very  well,  but  n little  weaker 
n her  voice.  The  crowd  was  vast.  The  or- 
ler  for  an  Address  was  moved:  and  opposed  by 
ords  Nottingham,  Halifax,  and  Cowper.  Lord 
Treasurer  spoke  with  great  spirit  and  resolu- 
ion  ; lord  Peterborough  Mined  against  the 
luke  of  Marlborough  (who  is  in  Germany  you 
bow),  but  it  was  in  answer  to  one  of  lord 
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The  Lords*  Address.]  '1'he  queen  being 
retired,  and  the  Commons  gone  back  to  their 
House,  the  duke  of  Beaufort  made  a motion  for 
an  Address  of  thanks,  which  occasioned  a de- 
bate, chiefly  about  the  expression  of  a General 
Peace.  Some  peers  urged,  that  it  could  not  be 
said  to  be  general,  since  the  emperor,  the  elec- 
tor of  Hanover,  and  other  princes  and  states  of 
the  empire,  were  not  yet  come  into  it.  But 
they  were  answered,  That  it  might  justly  be 
called  general,  since  the  major  part  of  the  allies 
had  signed  it.  After  this,  another  motion  was 
made,  That  in  the  Address  of  Thanks,  a clause 
might  be  inserted,  That  her  majesty  would  be 
pleased  to  lay  before  the  House  the  Treaties  of 
Peace  and  Commerce:  bur,  tlie  question  being 
pur,  it  was  carried  in  the  negative  by  a majority 
of  74  against  43.  The  Address  of  congratula- 
tion being  agreed  to,  though  without  any  ap- 
probation ofthe  Peace,  it  was  presented  to  the 
queen,  and  is  as  follows ; 

11  Most  gracious  Sovereign ; 

11  YVe  your  majesty’s  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal  in 
parliament  assembled,  do,  with  the  greutest 
joy  and  satisfaction,  return  our  humble  thanks 
to  your  majesty,  for  your  most  gracious  Speech 
from  the  throne ; and  for  communicating  to 
your  parliament,  that  a Peace  is  conchme'f  ; 
by  which  we  hope,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  that 
your  people  will,  in  n few  years,  recover  them- 
selves alter  so  long  and  expensive  a war  : and 
also  do  congratulate  your  majesty  upon  the 
success  of  your  endeavours  for  a General  Peace. 
We  never  had  the  least  doubr,  but  that  your 
majesty,  who  is  the  great  support  and  orna- 
ment of  the  Protestant  religion,  would  continue 
to  take,  as  you  have  always  done,  the  wisest 
measures  for  securing  the  Protestant  Succes- 
sion : towards  which,  nothing  can  be  more  ne- 
cessary, than  the  perfect  friendship  therp  is 
between  your  majesty  and  tbe  House  of  Han- 
over.— And  we  humbly  assure  your  majesty, 
that,  as  you  express  your  dependence,  next 
under  God,  upon  the  duty  and  affection  of  your 
people,  we  think  ourselves  bound,  by  the 
strictest  ties  of  religion,  loyalty,  and  gratitude, 
to  make  all  the  dutiful  returns  that  can  be  paid 
by  the  most  obedient  subjects  to  the  most  in- 
dulgent sovereign.” 

The  Queen's  Answer.]  Her  majesty  returned 
this  Answer : 

M My  Lords ; I do  most  heartily  thank  you 
for  this  Address:  And  be  assured,  that  I take 
a particular  satisfaction,  that  you  so  kindly 
express  the  confidence  you  have  in  me.” 

The  Commons'  Address. ] The  Commons 
being  returned  to  their  House,  ns  usual ; Me. 
Pitts  made  a Motion  for  nil  Address  of  Thanks, 
which  was  carried  nem.  con.  and  the  motion 
for  a clause,  That  the  Treaties  of  Peace  and 
Commerce  might  he  communicated  to  the 
House,  waved.  The  next  day,  Mr.  Pitts, 

Halifax’s  impertinences.  The  order  for  an  Ad- 
dress passed  by  a majority  of  33,  and  the 
Houses  rose  before  six.”  Swift’s  Journal. 
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Clinirman  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  draw 
tip  die  Address,  reported  the  same  to  the 
House,  and  after  a short  debate,  about  the 
words,  * to  see  accomplished,’  which  by  a great 
majority  were  voted  to  stand,  the  Address  was 
agreed  to;  and  on  the  11th  presented  to  the 
queen  as  follows : 

‘‘  Most  gracious  Sovereign  ; 

“ We  your  Majesty’s  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  Commons  of  Great* Britain  in 
parliament  assembled,  beg  leave,  with  all  hu- 
mility, to  approach  your  roytd  person  with  our 
unanimous  acknowledgments  for  all  the  benefits 
we  enjoy  under  your  majesty’s  most  auspicious 
reign. — The  many  and  great  successes  which 
have  attended  your  majesty’s  arms,  had  left 
nothing  to  be  wished,  but  such  a Fence  as 
might  be  conducted  by  your  councils,  which  now 
we  have  the  happiness  to  see  accomplished  ; 
and  as  we  are  truly  sensible  of  your  majesty’s 
gracious  and  generous  intentions,  in  under- 
taking that  great  work,  so  we  have  all  possible 
reason  to  admire  your  steadiness  in  carrying  it 
on,  and  overcoming  the  ninny  ditlicultics  con- 
trived to  obstruct  it : and  it  is  with  the  highest 
satisfaction,  w e congratulate  your  majesty  upon 
the  happy  conclusion  of  this  Treaty  : for  we 
are  so  much  convinced  of  your  majesty’s 
tender  regard  to  the  public  welfare;  and  the 
many  instances  of  your  wisdom  have  taught  us  , 
to  have  so  perfect  a reliance  upon  it,  that  we  I 
cannot  doubt  but  your  majesty  hath  procured  \ 
all  reasonable  satisfaction  for  your  allies,  and 
established  the  interest  of  your  own  kingdoms 
in  such  a manner,  as  to  make  us  not  only  se- 
cure for  the  future,  but  a nourishing  and  a iiap- 
Py  people. — Your  majesty  can  give  no  higher 
proof  of  the  care  you  take  of  posterity,  than  by 
the  concern  you  are  pleased  to  express  for  the 
Protestant  Succession  in  the  House  of  Hanover, 
upon  which  the  future  happiness  of  this  king- 
dom so  much  depends.  We  hope,  and  trust, 
that  nothing  will  ever  be  able  to  interrupt  the 
friendship  between  your  majesty  and  tlvu  il- 
lustrious family,  since  the  wicked  designs  of 
those  who  would  endeavour  to  separate  your 
interests,  must  be  loo  plain  ever  to  succeed. — 
Your  faithful  Commons  can  never  enough  ex- 
press the  grateful  sense  they  have  of  the  many 
gracious  assurances  contained  in  vour  majesty’s 
Speech ; and  after  what  your  ma  jesty  hath  done 
to  ease  your  subjects  of  the  heavy  burden  which 
before  lay  upon  them,  and  after  your  unparal- 
leled goodness  in  demanding  nothing  from 
them  for  the  time  to  come,  but  what  they  them- 
selves shad  judge  requisite  for  their  owu  safety  ; 
the  best  return  they  can  make,  will  be  a ready 
had  dutiful  compliance  with  every  thing  you 
have  been  pleased  to  recommend  : and  they 
cannot  fail  most  cheerfully  to  set  about  pro- 
viding the  supplies  necessary  for  this  year’s 
service.  Your  majesty's  repeated  condescen- 
sions must  in  the  strongest  manner  engage  the 
hearts  and  affections  of  :di  your  subjects  to 
your  majesty,  and  we  are  satisfied  we  cannot' 
more  truly  represent  them,  than  by  contributing 
our  utmost  endeavours  to  make  your  reign  as 


prosperous,  glorious  and  easy  to  yourself,  u it 
is  beneficial  and  happy  to  your  people.** 

The  Queen's  Answer.]  To  this  Address  tU 
queen  was  pleased  to  answer, 

44  Gentlemen,  This  Address  cannot  but  be 
very  agreeable  to  me,  as  it  comes  tfom  n>; 
loyal  Commons  ; and  as  it  is  a continuation  of 
those  expressions  of  duty  and  affection  winch 
you  have  shewn  through  this  whole  parlia- 
ment.’' 

Reports  of  tiie  Commissioners  of  Pt&- 
Lie  Accor  NTS — Remark*  on  the  M«negc%rt' 
and  Disposal  of  the  Public  Revenue— Vcbtitn 
to  the  Army.]  April  10.  Mr.  Shippen,  from  rUc 
Commissioners  to  examine  and  state  the  Debts 
due  to  the  Army,  Transport  service,  and  Sick  atd 
Wounded,  laid  before  the  Commons,  their  lie- 
port,  with  their  Remarks  on  the  Management 
and  Disposal  of  the  Public  Revenue,  and  their 
Report  of  their  Proceedings  in  examining  tie 
Debts  due  to  the  Army.  Both  which  Report* 
were  soon  after  printed,  and  the  substance  ol 
which  is  as  follows  : 

44  Your  Commissioners,  since  their  last  Re- 
port, have  finished  a general  State  of  tbe  Re- 
ceipts and  Issues  of  her  majesty’s  Exchequer, 
from  Michaelmas  1700,  to  Michacimaf,  17  M, 
and  from  Michaelmas  1711,  to  1712,  being i*o 
years  more  of  the  time  allotted  for  their  Enqcin 
into  the  Accounts  of  the  kingdom  ; which  ifcej 
humbly  offer  to  your  consideration,  with  ibcif 

farther  Remarks  on  several  Misapplication  i 
and  unwarrantable  Practices  in  persons  con- 
cerned in  the  Management  and  Disposal  oi  tbf  , 
Public  Revenue. 

44  We  begin  with  those  relating  to  the  <rci> 
nomy  of  the  Army,  w hich,  in  our  opinion,  bait 
greatly  contributed  to  that  exorbitant  expeoce 
with  which  the  War  hath  been  carried  on  by 
this  nation:  And  we  hope  what  is  here  pro- 
duced may  answer  the  expectation  of  the 
House,  though  »c  are  forced  to  omit  iMty 
particulars  for  want  of  opportunity  to 
the  Deputy-Paymasters  on  oatb,rhrou|h*bos« 
hands  most  of  the  public  money,  issued  forth* 
service,  hath  passed. 

44  Mr.  Sweet,  Deputy-Paymaster  in  f-T- >Uaa», 
could  only  gfce  us  satisfaction  to  some  Mis®**  \ 
nagements  there;  ami  we,  apprehending s W** 
Enquiry  into  them  of  importance  to  the  pub- 
lic, transmitted  in  Octolier  last,  a precept10 
him  at  Amsterdam,  requiring  his  attendance  '•o 
us,  which  we  understood  would  be  do  impt<h- 
ment  to  the  current  service,  he  haviufe  l** 
fore  that  time,  been  dismissed  fro  in  Ins  empty* 

1 ment:  But,  instead  of  complying  *ith  cttf 
summons,  he  desired  an  indulgence  il  ' 
months  stay  in  Unhand,  which  being  oolonj* 
than  the  continuance  of  our  Commission, 
a request  grounded  on  reasons  not  tit  other- 
wise to  be  acquiesced  in,  we  renewed  ourpff* 
cept,  and  insisted  on  his  appearance,  with 
hooks  and  papers  ns  would  enable  him  to  g*,e 
us  an  exa<?t  account  of  ail  the  public  money  bf 
hud  received  and  paid  during  the  course  of  tty 
war.  His  second  answer  was  a rfpetifooo1 
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•is  first;  and  no  personal  information  is,  we 
>elieve,  to  be  expected  from  him,  without  the 
nlerposition  of  parliament. 

“ Mr.  Morrice,  Deputy-Paymaster  in  Por- 
ugal,  is  lately  dead,  and  »ve  arc  totally  dis- 
ibled  from  looking  into  his  accounts.  But 
he  Paymaster-General  hath  sent  over  a per- 
son to  Lisbon,  to  examine  and  prepare  them. 

“ Mr.  Mead,  Deputy-Paymaster  in  Spain,  is 
iow  arrived  in  England ; hot  we  have  not  been 
assessed  of  any  of  his  papers  and  books,  till 
ery  lately,  and,  for  that  reason,  do  not  pre- 
end  to  offer  our  opinions  of  his  accounts.  ’ 

“ One  of  the  great  Mismanagements  of  the 
Vrmy,  is,  that  of  paying  regiments  without  estab- 
ishments. 

“ The  Paymaster-General  hath  returned  on 
**th  to  us,  That  the  regiments  of  llogou, 
I’Assa  and  Dal/tl,  were  paid  by  authority  of 
he  General’s  warrant  only.  Wliereas,  ac- 
ording  to  the  best  information  we  can  receive, 
io  regiment,  troop,  or  company,  ought  to  he 
•aid,  without  being  first  placed  on  some  estab- 
diment,  signed  by  the  crown,  and  countcr- 
igned  hy  the  Lord  High-Treasurer,  or  Cora- 
nissioners  of  the  Treasury,  for  the  time  being; 
nd  therefore  the  Generals  could  not  regularly 
lirect  such  payments,  unless  the  crown  hail 
Involved  this  power  upon  them,  which  does 
tot  appear  by  any  commission  or  instructions 
o have  beeu  done.  Nor  can  we  understand 
iow  they  could  charge. the  subsistence  of  several 
egiment«,  serving  in  Spain,  with  the  large  pay- 
neuts  that  have  been  made  to  a body  of  Cata- 
Ms,  formed  there  after  the  battle  of  Almanza. 

“ The  money  given  for  contingencies  .and  ex- 
rnordinaries  of  the  war,  is  hy  the  General’9 
ommissioni  subjected  to  their  directions,  be- 
muse it  was  impossible  to  settle  any  exact 
■stublishments  for  those  expeoces,  especially  in 
he  distant  parts  of  the  war.  But  to  encrease 
he  number  of  forces  beyond  what  was  fixed 
•yihe  crown,  and  provided  for  by  parliament, 
s plainly  raising  men,  and  consequently  money, 
without  the  consent  of  either. 

“ As  some  regiments  have  been  paid  which 
• ere  never  on  any  establishments,  so  we  find 
ithers  paid  before  they  were  established.  The 
egitncnt  of  Evans  received  9,029/.  St.  2d. 
rorn  the  time  it  was  raised  to  the  24th  of 
)ec.  1703,  when  it  was  first  placed  on  the 
stablishment  for  Flanders.  The  regiment  of 
Varce  received  pay  from  the  8th  of  January 
705-6  when  made  Dragoons,  to  the  24th  of 
December.  The  regiment  of  Nassau,  from  the 
.2th  of  July  1706,  to  the  24th  of  December. 
Tc  regiment  of  Tyrrel  and  Fielding,  from 
Iprd  1711,  when  they  came  from  Ireland,  to 
his  present  tune.  The  regiment  of  ltochford, 
rom  the  27th  of  August  to  the  22d  of  Dec. 
709.  The  regiment  of  Pubourgay  for  the 
ear  1700.  The  earl  of  Galway’s  Spanish  regi- 
nent  of  foot  for  the  same  year.  But  of  this 
ast  regiment  we  have  received  so  very  uncer- 
ain  an  account,  that  there  seems  to  have  been 
in  unnecessary  ej|Wpce  drawn  on  the  public, 
jy  providing  for  it,  as  well  wbeu  placed  on 
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establishment,  as  when  not.  For  captain 
Heury  Pullein  hath  deposed,  That  he  had  a 
captain's  commission  in  it,  dated  the  6th  of 
April  1709,  given  bhn  by  the  earl  of  Galway ; 
That  he  arrived  in  Portugal  in  June  following 
when  he  heard  the  regiment  were  taken  prison- 
ers: that  he  only  found  two  or  three  officers 
there,  hut  never  saw  any  private  men,  nor 
never  heard  that  any  musters  were  taken.  The 
Commissary  and  the  Paymaster- General  have 
likewise  both  deposed,  That  they  never  saw 
any  muster-rolls : But  there  was  a list  of  prison- 
ers returned  to  the  Paymaster,  after  this  regi- 
ment was  supposed  to  have  been  taken  by  the 
enemy,  wherein  is  no  more  than  the  name  of 
one  private  man  inserted  ; which  hath  created 
a suspicion,  that  ir  was  an  imaginary  regiment 
only  and  never  actually  raised. 

“ Some  regiments  have  been  placed  on  seve- 
ral establishments  at  the  same  time ; Farring- 
ton’s win  provided  for  by  parliament  in  the 
year  1707,  on  three  establishments  (viz.)  on 
that  of  the  40,000  men  in  Flanders  ; on  that 
of  the  20,000  men  in  Flanders;  and  on  the 
additional  establishment  of  Spain  and  Portu- 
gal. Mordaunt’s  and  Maccartney ’s  were  pro- 
vided lor  on  the  establishment  of  the  30,000 
men  in  Flanders,  and  on  the  additional  csta- 
bhsment  for  Spain  and  Portugal.  Hill’s  and 
Doth  nut's  were  put  in  both  the  estimates  for 
Spain  and  Portugal  for  the  same  year,  and 
twice  provided  for  by  parliament.  The  sum 
of  90,954/.  19*.  2d.  was  given  more  for  these 
five  regiments  than  was  applied  to  their  use; 
But  Mr.  Bridges  alledges,  That  so  much  of  the 
sum  as  relates  to  the  regimeuts  of  Mordaunt 
Farrington,  and  Maccartney,  was  issued  for 
the  pay  of  some  foreign  corps. 

“ Other  regiments  have  been  paid  different 
from  their  respective  establisments ; That  of 
Elliot  was  placed  in  the  years  1705  and  1706, 
on  the  establishments  of  the  40,000  men  in 
Flanders,  at  44/.  11*.  4 d.  perdiein,  hut  paid  by 
Mr.  Bridges  at  the  rate  of  39/.  15*.  8 d.  Those 
of  Lain,  Farrington  and  Maccartney  were  in 
1705  and  1706,  on  the  establishment  of  the 
20,000  men  in  Flanders,  at  42/.  10*.  per  diem, 
hut  paid  at  39/.  8*.  2d.  That  of  Hamilton  was 
on  the  establishments  of  Spain  and  Portugal  in 
the  years  1709  and  1710,  at  42/.  10*.  per  diem, 
but  paid  at  39/.  8<.  2d.  That  of  Mordaunt,  in 
in  1707,  was  on  the  establishment  at  42/.  10*. 
per  diem,  hut  paid  at  39/.  6s.  2d.  That  of 
Farrington  in  1707,  was  on  the  establishment 
at  42/.  10*.  per  diem,  but  paid  at  39/.  6*.  2d. 
That  of  Maccartney,  in  the  same  year  was  on 
the  establishment  at  42/.  13*.  per  diem,  but 
paid  at  39/.  8*.  2d.  That  of  Blosset  was  on  the 
establishment  at  361.  10*.  2d.  per  diem,  but 
paid  at  32/.  10*.  2d.  From  whence  it  is  obser- 
vable, that  there  was  given  by  parliament  a 
considerable  sum,  more  than  was  applied  to 
this  service,  or  is  yet  otherwise  accounted  for. 

“ As  these  regiments  have  received  less  than 
their  establishments,  so  that  of  Carles  hath  re- 
ceived 1,819/.  13*.  6d.  more;  it  being  placed  on 
the  establishments  for  the  years  1708  and  1709, 
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at  28/.  18s.  6d.  per  diem  only,  and  paid  at  the  i 
rate  of  42/.  10s. 

“ A farther  charge  hath  been  occasioned  byr 
paying  regiments  on  two  establishments  at  the 
same  tune.  The  whole  Scotish  forces  (consist- 
ing at  the  Union,  of  one  troop  of  Horse-guards, 
one  troop  of  Grenadier-guards,  two  regiments 
of  Dragoons,  one  regiment  of  Foot-guards,  three 
regiments,  and  three  independent-companies  of 
foot,  the  garrisons  of  Fort- William,  Dunbarton, 
.Edinburgh,  Stirling,  and  jBlackness,  with  the 
general-oliicers,  and  artillery-companies)  were 
paid  both  on  the  English  and  Scotish  establish- 
ments from  the  24th  of  December  1707  inclu- 
sive, to  the  first  of  January  exclusive. 

“ VVc  cannot  take  upon  us  to  declare,  whe- 
ther all  or  any  of  these  payments  cun  be  ac- 
counted for  otherwise  than  by  subsequent  au- 
thorities to  justify  what  was  at  first  irregular: 
Nor  whether  such  authorities,  when  obtained, 
are  warrantable  and  legal.  But  here  we  beg 
leave  to  state  a very  unusual  proceeding  in  re- 
lation to  a payment  made  to  major-general 
Maccartney,  who,  as  commander  in  chief  of  an 
intended  expedition  to  Canada,  was,  by  the 
establishment  for  that  purpose,  to  receive  10/. 
per  diem  from  the  1st  of  March  1708-9. 

“ But  instead  of  issuing  this  pay,  as  it  be- 
came flue,  a warrant  was  granted  the  1st  of 
April,  counter-signed  by  Robert  Walpole,  esq. 
then  Secretary  at  War,  for  the  immediate  pay- 
ment of  3,650/.  (being  the  amount  of  it  for  a 
whole  year)  to  major-general  Maccartney,  or 
those  claiming  under  him,  though  he  should 
die  sooner  in  the  service. 

“ Pursuant  to  which,  the  paymaster,  Mr. 
Howe,  oo  the  7th  of  April  paid  in  part  840/. 
whereof  42/.  was  deducted  for  poundage,  and 
21/.  10«.  for  Hospital.  But  soon  after  major- 
general  Maccartney  falling  under  her  majes- 
ty's displeasure,  and  the  command  of  the  expe- 
dition being  given  to  major-general  WheUiam, 
he  refused  to  comply  farther  with  this  extraor- 
dinary warrant. 

“ By  a writing,  dated  the  8th  of  April,  ma- 
jor-general Maccartney  acknowledged,  that, 
captain  Robert  Gardner  bail  advanced  to  him 
and  his  family,  several  sums  amounting  exactly 
to  3,650/.  In  consideration  whereof  he  as- 
signed to  captain  Gardner,  or  order,  all  Ins 
right  and  tjtle  to  the  like  sum,  given  him  by 
the  Warrant  above  mentioned ; and  as  a lar- 
ihcr  satisfaction,  promised  to  procure  another 
Warrant  for  the  same  sum  in  Mr.  Gardner’s 
own  name,  and  for  his  proper  use  ; which  was 
accordingly  done. 

“ The  second  Warrant  counter-signed  by  the 
earl  of  Godolphin,  Lord-Treasurer,  bears  date 
the  10th  of  November  1709  , and  is  drawn  in 
terms  agreeable  to  major-genrral  Maccartney’s 

£romise.  But  is  grounded  on  a suggestion,  that 
lr.  Gardner  had  disbursed  3,650/.  for  the  ex- 
traordinary services  of  the  war,  for  which,  as 
Mr.  Gardner  himself  hath  deposed,  there  was 
not  the  least  pretence,  he  having  only  supplied 
major-general  Maccartney  and  his  family,  with 
money  for  their  own  private  occasions.  Be- 
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I sides,  it  is  plain,  by  his  account  of  this  deb, 
that  a great  part  of  the  money  was  lent  befxt 
he,  or  Mr.  Maccartney, had  any  knowledge oft!* 
expedition.  However,  he  received  the  Uthx 
January  following,  2,85*/.  lOt.  without  an;  de- 
ductions for  Poundage  or  Hospital,  which  >i4 
the  795/.  10*.  before  received,  made  up  tia 
clear  sum  of'3,G50/. 

“ A considerable  time  after  these  psiticubi 
line)  appeared  to  us  by  the  Accounts  aod  oaths 
of  Mr.  Gardner,  and  Mr.  Mirrili,  werectrel 
a Letter  frum  major-general  .Maccartney,  n": 
at  the  request  of  Mr.  Gardner,  which  ( being 
very  circumstantial)  is  here  transcribed  :i 
large,  that  the  House  may  consider  the  facta 
all  its  views. 

“ ‘ Gentlemen  ; This  inclosed  letter  fans 
‘ captain  Gardner,  desiring  me  to  acqoant 
‘ your  honourable  board  with  tbe  circumsu  . n 
‘ and  considerations  of  a warrant  for  3,650- 

* now  under  your  examination,  occasions  you  tie 
‘ trouble  of  mine,  to  lay  before  you  what  I it- 
‘ member  in  that  proceeding. — In  Decemtc 
‘ 1708,  my  lord  Godolphin  proposed  tome, d* 
‘command  of  an  expedition  to  Canada,  on  i 
‘ scheme  recommended  to  her  majesty  by  til 
‘ commissioners  of  trade,  and  projected  ly  cm 
‘ Mr.  Veich ; which  having,  by  bis  lordikpi 
‘ Orders,  considered,  I returned  the  papes  - 
‘ tlie  Lords  of  the  Cabinet-Council,  wiih 

‘ alterations  as  their  lordships  then  appro. 

‘ of  commanded  me  to  attend  them  frequent; 
‘ at  the  Cockpit : and  that  I should  procurr  s 
‘ possible  intelligence  and  information  of  lit 
‘ places  mid  necessaries,  Ac.  for  better  efitci.ag 
‘ of  this  service,  of  which  the  expence  and  pax* 

‘ should  he  considered  in  the  establishment - 
‘ The  pay  at  first  proposed  to  me,  "as  5/  pe 
‘ day,  to  which  I made  no  objection  in ' k"1  * 

‘ proceeding  to  tbe  government  of  Jinuin. 

‘ when  this  expedition  should  be  ended,  and  * 

‘ leaving  my  pay,  as  colonel  at  home,  to  sabs 
‘ my  family  while  abroad. — Some  time  m Jr 
‘ nuary,  my  lord  Godolphin  told  me,  lim  bs 
‘ majesty  having  occasion  to  oblige  the  dait 
‘of  Newcastle,  by  giving  a regiment  lo  Mr 
‘ Sutton,  it  would  be  kindly  taken  if  I cood 

* submit  to  the  disposal  of  mine  then  in  Tha- 
‘ ders,  bnt  that  I should  propose  some  eqam- 
‘ lent  in  writing.  Accordingly,  I pa  “ 

‘ lordship  a memorial,  of  which  .Mr.  Gardr<: 
‘will  present  you  a copy;  and  thereupon®! 

‘ pay  was  augmented  to  10/.  per  day,  andooe 
‘ whole  year  agreed  to  be  advanced  to  me « 

‘ tire  considerations  therein  mentioned.  Tt« 

‘ warrant  granted  me  according  to  sF"- 
‘ ment  for  3,650/.  I assigned  to  captain  Gud- 
‘ ner,  who  supplied  me  with  money  doi®5 
‘ my  attendance  and  expensive  preparaii'1* 

‘ and  of  which  he  received  some  part  before 

‘ had  the  misfortune  of  heing  dismissed  I’m® 

‘ her  majesty's  service. — But  this  first  warns 
‘ admittiug  of  deductions,  and  the  paym»!'‘M' 

‘ general  making  difficulty  of  payin'  the 
‘ mainder:  I again  applied  to  the  then  Lmy" 

‘ Treasurer,  and  the  then  Secretary  at  "ar,  K 
‘ redress,  and  the  performance  of  their  erjap 
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‘ meats;  that  since  I had,  at  their  desire,  given 
‘ up  my  regiment  and  pay  as  general-officer  in 
‘ Flonders,  and  borrowed  money  to  provide 
( myself  for  this  expedition,  my  creditors  and 

* family  ought  not  to  starve,  though  according 
' to  Mr.  Howe’s  explanation  of  the  warrant,  I 
1 was  not  yet  dead.  On  this  application,  ray 

* k>rd  Treasurer  promised  to  procure  a second 
1 warrant,  which,  though  for  the  whole  sum  of 
' 3,650/.  should  serve  only  to  obtain  the  unpaid 
‘ remainder  of  the  first : And  I then  going  a 

1 volunteer  to  Flanders,  prayed  that  this  war- 
1 rant  might  be  made  payable  to  captain  Gard- 
ner, to  whom  the  whole  money  was  then  due. 
-—If  in  this  plain  relation,  I have  omitted  any 
thing,  you  are  desirous  to  be  informed  of,  or 
if  by  waiting  on  you  in  person,  you  think  I 
may  give  your  honourable  board  any  further 
satisfaction,  I will  readily  obey  your  orders  to 
Gentlemen,  your,  &c.  G.  Maccartney.* 

‘ November  II,  1712/ 
u This  Letter  is  so  far  from  removing  the  ir- 
egtilarity  of  the  payment,  that  it  adds  some 
:ircumstances,  which  are  more  aggravating, 
ban  what  hath  yet  appeared  to  your  cornmis- 
mners.  But,  before  we  proceed  to  any  obser- 
wions,  we  must  acquaint  the  House,  that  the 
Memorial  (which  Mr.  Maccartney  presented 

0 the  lord  Godolphin,  and  of  which  lie  says 
ve  were  to  expect  a copy  from  Mr.  Garduer) 

1 either  lost  or  withdrawn.  It  is  not  to  lie 
Jund  in  the  Treasury,  nor  in  the  office  of  the 
uditorsofthe  imprests;  and  Mr.  Gardner  de- 
lares  on  oath,  that  he  neither  hath  the  origi- 
‘»l,  nor  any  copy  ; which  deprives  us  of  the 
pportunity  of  examining  into  the  grounds  and 
masons  of  this  secret.  But,  from  what  hath 
een  proved  to  us,  the  first  warrant  seems  to 
L‘  an  indirect  disposition  of  appropriated  mo- 

which  ought  not  to  have  been  paid  but, 
,r  services  performed  ; aud  the  clause  order- 
's the  advance  of  a year’s  pay,  though  the  raa- 
"-general  should  die  sooner,  is  not  to  be  jus- 
fied.  If  then  the  first  warrant  should  be 
■ought  blameahle,  the  second  perhaps  will  be 
Mged  more  so,  whew  it  is  considered,  that  it 
as  not  only  grounded  on  a f.dse  suggestion, 
id  contained  a direction  to  exempt  this  pay- 
ent  from  the  customary  deduction  of  pound- 
;c  and  hospital,  but  was  procured  at  a time 
ben  ronjor-general  Maccartney  was  under 
.‘r  majesty’s  high  disfavour,  and  when  major- 
neral  Whcthnm  hnd  actually  a right  to  the 
»J.  as  succeeding  into  his  command.  By 
bicli  means  if  the  expedition  had  taken  cf- 
ct,  the  government  had  been  put  to  a 
uble  expcnce.  Major-general  Mnccartney 
ight  have  reason  to  apply  to  the  then  Lord 
easurcr,  and  the  then  secretary  at  war,  for 
dress  (as  he  calls  it)  and  insist  on  the  perfor- 
mce  of  their  engagements  to  him,  since  he 
d at  their  desire  given  up  his  regimeift,  and 
rowed  money  : But  this  is  no  argument,  that 
ev  could  at  thut  juncture,  consistent  with 
eir  respective  trusts,  and  without  deceiving 
r majesty,  procure  him  an  equivalent,  or  un- 
rr.jko  to  pay  his  debts  out  of  tbe  public 
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money;  or  that  Mr.  Ilowe  had  not  a more 
strict  regard  to  his  duty,  in  refusing  to  comply 
with  the  first  warrant.  Nor  is  the  advance- 
ment of  the  pay,  from  5/.  per  diem  to  10/.  to 
be j unified  by  what  this  letter  urges.  For  the 
account  there  given,  is  rather  an  accusation  of 
those  concerned  in  it,  as  bartering  away  the 
public  money  to  gratify  private  interests  and 
solicitations. 

“ However,  when  the  pay  was  settled,  he 
might  with  justice,  had  he  continued  in  com- 
mand, have  claimed  it  as  it  became  due  out  of 
the  money  appropriated  to  that  service.  But, 
as  the  case  stood,  there  was  no  pretence  what- 
soever for  paying  tlie  sum  in  question.  For  he  • 
could  not  claim  it,  as  commander  in  chief,  be- 
cause (as  has  been  said)  he  was  not  so,  when 
the  second  warrant  which  took  effect,  Was 
granted,  and  the  expedition  itself  was  totally 
laid  aside.  Nor  could  he  claim  it  at  an  equi- 
valent for  his  regiment,  because  any  such  bar- 
gain was  illegal,  and  could  by  no  means  sub- 
ject the  extraordinaries  of  the  war  to  the  condi- 
tions of  it.  Now  whether  the  person,  who  re- 
ceived the  money,  remains  accountable  to  the 
public  for  it,  or  whether  he  is  not,  in  some  sort, 
discharged  by  the  warrants,  is  a question  pro-  ' 
per  only  for  the  decision  of  the  House. 

“ Another  instance  of  Mismanagement  in 
the  Army,  is,  mustering  the  troops  complete. 
The  deputy-commissary  in  Flanders,  Mr.  Mar- 
shal, hath  declared  on  oath,  Thut,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  this  war,  he  was  directed  by  the 
duke  of  Marlborough  to  muster  the  troops  in 
her  majesty’s  pay  there  complete  when  defec- 
tive; that  lie  received  a pistole  per  troop  and  10 
shillings  per  company,  as  a gratuity  or  perqui- 
site, on  every  muster  from  the  subject  troops; 
that  he  never  mustered  the  foreigners,  only 
some  corps  of  them  in  the  year  1702,  without 
having  any  treaty  or  establishment  for  his 
guide:  that  lie  does  not  know  of  any  other 
person  employed  in  that  service,  except  Mr. 
Armstrong,  who  was  once  sent  (as  he  has  heard) 
to  Liege  to  view  part  of  the  augmentation 
troops;  that  he  received  gratuities  on  account 
of  the  Hanover  and  Hessian  troops;  that  hey 
applied  to  the  duke  of  Marlborough  after  1702, 
for  u power  to  muster  the  foreigners  in  her  ma- 
jesty’s pay,  but  never  could  obtain  it.  The 
deputy-cotnmissnries  in  Spain  hove  likewise 
declared  on  oath,  that,  by  order  of  their  res- 
pective generals,  they  always  mustered  the 
subject  troops  complete,  and  signed  the  rolls 
without  viewing  them  or  knowing  anv  thing  of 
their  number  or  condition;  hut  thut  they  never 
mustered  the  foreigners.  Mr.  Pitt  received  a* 
a gratuity  or  perquisite,  on  every  muster,  halfa 
pistole  per  troop  and  company,  during  the 
whole  time  of  his  being  commissary.  Mr. 
Craggs  refused  all  gratuities  for  the  two  first 
years,  after  he  was  made  commissary,  but  the 
last  six  months  received  a pistole  per  compauy, 
and  a'moidore  per  troop. 

“ This  practice,  we  see,  is  grounded  on  the 
i general's  orders  ; on  tbe  duke  of  Marlborough’s 
i in  Flanders ; on  the  other  generals  in  the 
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other  parts  of  the  service,  and  it  is  justified  by 
the  pretence  of  applying  the  non-effective 
money  to  the  recruiting  the  army ; which  is 
allcdged,  to  have  been  so  far  from  proving  a 
disadvantage  to  the  public,  that  it  hath  been  a 
Joss  to  those  officers,  who  were  obliged  to  re- 
cruit their  respective  regiments,  troops  and 
companies,  and  to  take  it  in  lieu  of  recruit 
mopey.  Notwithstanding  which,  your  com- 
missioners think  themselves  obliged  to  take  no- 
tice, that  those  warrants,  or  orders  of  the  gene- 
rals, have  been  a direct  breach  of  the  law,  an 
occasion  of  great  expence  to  the  public,  and  a 
detriment  to  the  service.  First,  they  are  a 
direct  breach  of  the  law.  For  by  the  acts  of 
mutiny  and  desertion,  the  commissaries  are 
joined  to  muster  only  effectives,  and  that  in  a 
very  precise  and  exact  manner.  It  the  contrary 
practice  had  been  thought  serviceable  to  the 
public,  no  doubt  the  legislature  would  have  pre- 
scribed it  in  some  of  those  acts,  which  were 
only  temporary,  and  every  year  capable  of  re- 
ceiving any  amendments.  Hut  being  constant- 
ly renewed  in  the  same  strict  terms  as  to  the 
musters,  though  frequently  altered  as  to  other 
points,  they  seem  to  be  so  many  repeated  con- 
demnations of  this  practice.  Nor  can  your 
commissioners  be  informed  that  there  was  ever 
any  attempt  in  parliament  to  make  it  legal  by 
those  who  directed  it ; and  it  may  therefore  be 
presumed,  that  they  either  did  not  think  fit  to 
own  the  practice,  or  that  they  apprehended 
themselves  under  no  obligations  to  the  laws  in 
this  case,  as  not  extending  to  her  mnjesiy’s 
forces  abroad.  But  such  a construction  can 
by  no  means  he  admitted,  being  inconsistent 
with  the  design  and  nature  oflaws,  intended  to 
regulate  the  army  in  time  of  war,  and  to  be  a 
rule  to  the  Paymaster-general.  For  if  the  ef- 
fect of  them  should  he  restrained  to  tlu.*  forces 
at  home,  which  are  but  few,  then  the  troops  in 
service  abroad,  which  are  the  greatest  part  of 
those  in  her  majesty’s  pay,  would  lie  under  no 
discipline,  the  public  money  squandered  with- 
out any  method  or  rule  of  payment,  and  all  the 
ends  of  these  acts  entirely  defeated.  A further 
proof  of  the  irregularity  of  this  practice  is,  that 
when  it  was  judged  proper  to  allow  a man  per 
company  on  the  muster-rolls,  for  maintenance 
of  officers  poor  widows ; the  queen  was  im- 
powered  by  a particular  clause  to  give  such  or- 
ders to  the  several  commissaries.  Which  sup- 
poses the  crown  could  not  otherwise  have  legal- 
ly done  it  in  a case  that  must  be  confessed  to 
be  of  great  encouragement  to  the  service.  If 
then  the  crown  could  not  dispense  with  any 
part  of  these  laws,  your  commissioners  con- 
ceive so  notorious  and  open  an  infraction  of 
them  will  never  be  indulged  or  justified  in 
others,  on  any  pretence  whatsoever. 

“ This  practice  was  unnecessary,  as  well  as 
illegal.  For  nil  the  pretended  uses  of  it  might 
have  been  effectually  and  regularly  answered 
by  respites,  if  they  bad  been  made  in  the 
manner  prescribed  by  the  acts.  But  that  hav- 
ing never  been  done  during  this  practice,  the 
commissaries  hare  so  long  been  useless ; the 
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officers  made  the  only  checqucs  on  themselm 
with  respect  to  the  effectives : tbe  crown  de- 
prived of  the  right  of  disposing  of  the  money 
raised  by  respites,  and  that  power  transferred 
to  the  general.  But  it  has  also  been  an  occa- 
sion of  great  expencc  to  the  public,  anti  i 
detriment  to  the  service.  The  Paymaster- 
general  (a$  he  urges  ip  apology  for  hiruself  j was 
under  an  obligation  of  paying  and  renu&ng 
more  money,  than  was  sufficient  tor  carry  Jig 
on  the  service.  For  the  troops  being  mustrred 
compleat,  and  the  muster-rolls  being  his  ooit 
guide,  he  was  constrained  to  make  his  paymciu 
lull,  though  lie  had  reason  to  believe  the  troops 
were  at  the  same  time  not  above  half  complete, 
particularly  those  in  the  more  remote  parts. 

u Tlu.*  earl  of  Godolphin,  when  lord-tret- 
surer,  ordered  him  in  1707,  to  present  tius 
method  of  mustering  and  paying  the  troops 
complete,  as  a grievance  to  the  earl  of  Gai»aj 
(general  in  Spain  and  Portugal)  and  he  accord- 
ingly did  it  in  very  pressing  terms,  as  occasi:*t>- 
iug  great  losses  to  the  public. 

“ We  are  unable  to  explain  how  it  came  to 
be  continued  after  so  just  a Remonstrarct 
against  it ; no  reason  appearing  to  us,  why 
those  in  Lhe  treasury  should  retract  their  opi- 
nion of  the  great  losses  occasioned  by  it.  Foe 
the  earl  of  Galway’s  return  to  Mr.  Bridge; ! 
representation,  is  no  answer  to  the  objections, 
but  a confirmation  of  the  truth  of  them.  So 
little  regard  was  afterwards  had  to  this  c asr 
piaiur,  that  in  the  year  1709,  on  raising 
regiments  of  dragoons  in  Portugal,  the  eari  d 
Galway  issued  warrants  to  the  respective  colo- 
nels of  those  regiments  to  reduce  each  troop  to 
3i  private  men;  and  that,  having  that  number 
on  the  spot,  they  should  pass  as  complete, 
though  by  the  establishment  they  were  to  con- 
sist of  45.  On  a computation  of  the  pay  fa 
the  14  men  per  troop  from  the  24th  of  Augc*: 
1709,  (which  wns  the  time  when  these  regi- 
ments were  placed  on  the  establishments  for 
Portugal)  to  the  9th  of  July  17 1 1,  there  appears 
the  sum  of  25,983/.  to  have  been  sunk,  or  mis- 
applied, by  virtue  of  this  warrUnt.  After  the 
earl  of  Galway  left  tbe  service,  this  method  of 
mustering  the  troops  complete,  was  pursued  by 
all  the  succeeding  generals  in  those  parts,  D.i 
her  majesty,  highly  sensible  of  the  evil  conse- 
quence of  it,  and  apprehending  the  exper.ee  of 
the  Spanish  war  would  thereby  become  insup- 
portable to  her  subjects,  was  graciously  pleased 
in  1711,  to  send  instructions  to  the  deputy 
paymasters  there  to  pay  none  but  effectives: 
and  then  the  inconveniences  of  it,  which  bad 
been  so  long  submitted  to,  were  owned  and  re- 
presented in  their  full  light.  But  the  while 
matter  will  be  best  explained  by  the  Letters, 
Answers,  and  Memorials  of  the  generals  and 
paymasters,  and  we  are  prepared  to  present 
attested  copies  thereof,  w hen  tbe  House  should 
be  pleased  to  call  for  (hem;  together  with  the 
most  material  depositions  relating  to  evert 
other  subject  in  this  Report.  Whereby  it  w 
hoped  you  will  receive  satisfaction,  that  »e 
have  suited  no  fact  w ithout  evidence,  nor  ad- 
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inced  any  observation  without  authority.  It 
ight  be  added,  that  tliia  method  had  been  a 
irther  occasion  of  expence,  by  supplying  Ero- 
sions, Transports,  Clothes,  aud  other  neces- 
ne%  according  to  the  full  establishments; 
id  the  troops  (as  is  before  said)  being  every  i 
here  defective,  and  in  some  parts  of  the  wur 
)t  above  half  complete,  the  loss  on  these 
*ads  must  be  proportionable  to  the  defici- 
icy. 

“ We  cannot  yet  form  any  representation  of 
« produce  of  the  Nou-effective  Money,  or 
unpare  it  with  the  expence  of  recruiting ; 
‘cause  the  Pay-raaster-General  hath  only  ex- 
bited'to  us  some  abstracts  thereof,  returned 
001  bis  Deputies  abroad,  which  he  cannot 
test  as  perfect  accounts.  Nor  can  we  receive 
iy  more  certain  information  in  this  matter 
wn  Mr.  Le  Fevre,  who  was  secretary  to  the 
neral  from  the  beginning  in  Portugal.  For 

■ deposes,  that  the  book,  in  which  he  kept  an 
act  and  distinct  account  of  all  the  Non- 
fectives  in  Spain  and  Portugal,  was  taken 
>m  this  office  some  time  before  he  left  Lisbon; 
id  that  the  loss  of  this  book  disables  him  from 
dug  an  account  of  die  Non-effective  Money, 
Inch  he  could  otherwise  very  particularly  have 
me.  It  cannot  therefore  he  determined, 
tietber  the  loss  lias  fallen  on  the  public  or  the 
coming  officers : But  on  what  side  soever  it 
itk  fallen,  the  practice  is  equally  culpable, 
id  will  avail  little  to  the  vindication  of  those 
ho  directed  it.  It  is  highly  probable  the  loss 
itb  only  affected  the  public,  otherwise  it  will 

■ difficult  to  account  for  the  constant  contri- 
itiom,  which  have  been  made  to  the  cotntnis- 
ries  on  every  muster  by  the  subject  troop*, 
for  the  presents  w bich  were  given  occasionally 
the  foreigners.  For  we  cannot  imagine  that 
ey  would  make  presents,  or  allow  perquisites, 

■ what  they  fouud  an  injury  to  them.  How- 
er  that  be,  the  demand  or  even  the  accept- 
ce  of  gratuities  on  musters  from  the  troops 
the  commissaries,  if  it  is  not  to  be  account- 
a corruption  iu  them,  it  hath  at  least  the 
ptarance  of  it,  and  must  be  admitted  to  be 
some  degree  a breach  of  their  duty ; or,  it 
i*t  be  granted  that  (as  they  plead  iu  their  own 
fence)  they  could  be  guilty  of  no  breach,  be- 
jse  they  lay  under  no  obligation,  and  receiv- 
er offices,  as  offices  of  form,  aud  not  of 
ty. 

What  hath  been  hitherto  said  relates  only 
her  majesty’s  subject  troops.  But  the  mis- 
magements  have  been  yet  greater  and  more 
with  respect  to  the  Foreign  Forces  in 
itLsh  pay ; they  never  having  been  mustered 
all.  For  neither  the  review  made  by  Mr. 
inbal  in  conjunction  with  the  Dutch  com- 
ssary  without  treaty  or  establishment  for  his 
ide,  nor  thut  reported  to  be  made  by  Mr. 
mstrongof  a particular  corps  at  Liege,  can  be 
counted  musters,  no  lists  thereof  being  re- 
lied to  the  British  commissuries,  or  pay- 
isters.  But  if  it  should  be  insisted  on,  that 
tse  were  musters;  it  is  extraordinary  that 
ch  as  they  were)  they  should  be  discooti- 
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nued,  and  that  the  commissaries  application  to 
the  duke  of  Marl  borough  for  an  order  to  rau$ter 
them  in  succeeding  years,  should  be  unsuc- 
cessful. The  reason  given  to  support  this 
practice,  as  it  concerns  the  subject  troops, 
ceases  with  regard  to  the  foreigners.  For  they, 
or  their  respective  princes  are  always  allowed 
both  ordinary  or  extraordinary  recruit  money, 
besides  their  constant  pay ; as  appears  by  the 
several  treaties,  conventions  and  stipulations 
with  them  ; and  there  is  not  the  least  colour  for 
their  beiug  mustered  complete,  when  they  were 
defective,  nor  any  excuse  for  those  who  refused 
to  give  power  for  their  being  mustered  at  all. 
Because  the  public,  paying  always  complete, 
is  thereby  evidently  defrauded,  and,  in  ellect, 
pay  twice  for  the  same  thing. 

“ Your  Commissioners  would  not  insinuate, 
that  the  restraining  the  commissary  in  Flanders 
from  mustering  the  foreign  troops;  was  an  im- 
plied or  secret  article,  in  the  stipulation  lor  the 
deduction  of  two  and  a halt  per  cent,  from 
their  pay.  But  it  is  very  remarkable,  that  the 
warrant  for  the  deduction  beurs  date  in  1702, 
and  thut  since  that  year,  the  foreigners  in  her 
majesty’s  pay  only  have  been  under  no  regula- 
tion, though  we  are  informed,  those  in  the 
service  of  the  States-Gcneral  were  constantly 
mustered. 

We  cannot  omit  observing  farther,  that  the 
payments  of  the  extraordinnnes  to  the  foreign- 
ers in  the  Low-Countries  in  the  joiut  pay  of 
her  majesty  and  the  States-General,  have  been 
made  pursuant  to  the  certificates  of  Mr.  Van 
Slingerlandt,  secretary  to  the  council  of  States, 
without  the  examination  or  concurrence  of  any 
appointed  by  her  majesty,  till  of  late.  Now  it 
is  iu  no  sort  evident  to  us  how  such  certificates 
can  be  received  as  vouchers  in  passiug  the  ac- 
counts of  the  paymaster,  or  how  au  order  of 
the  States  can  charge  the  public  money  of 
Great-Britnio : And  yet,  since  the  beginning 

of  the  war,  no  less  than  the  «un  of  597,771/. 
17s.  5 d.l  hath  been  paid  on  this  head  only. 

“ This  practice  of  mustering  complete  was 
never  directed  Acre  in  England:  Mr.  Craw- 
ford, deputy  commissary-general,  hath  deposed, 
that  lie  takes  it  to  be  illegal,  and  that  he  gave 
orders  not  only  to  the  deputies  in  England, 
but  to  all  the  deputies  abroad  to  muster  only 
effectives,  and  the  men  allowed  in  each  regi- 
ment for  the  support  of  widows  and  servants 
to  officers.  However,  the  musters  have  been 
made  without  due  regard  to  the  acts  of  mu- 
tiny and  desertion,  or  to  the  instructions  given 
to  the  deputy-commissaries;  some  instances  of 
which  were  represented  to  the  House  the  first 
sessions  of  this  parliament  by  a committee 
appointed  for  thut^purposc ; and  some  others 
have  since  appeared  to  us.  Several  persons 
who  have  long  served  in  the  first  regiment  of 
foot-guards,  have  declared  on  oath,  that  for 
the  two  last  years  there  have  not  been  in  any 
one  company  of  that  regiment  above  48,  and 
sometimes  but  30  men,  whereas  there  should 
have  been  65  besides  servants,  (before  they 
were  lately  reduced)  that  the  nauies  of  several 
4 G 
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persons  were  inserted  in  the  rolls,  who  were 
never  listed  nor  seen  in  the  regiment,  and 
others  certified  sick  by  the  chirorgeon  without 
his  seeing  them,  or  knowing  any  tiling  of  the 
state  of  their  health.  The  same  irregularities 
bare  been  practised  in  other  regiments;  but 
we  are  the  less  particular,  because  they  arc 
▼ery  notorious. 

**  There  is  a pretence  of  mustering  in  Scot- 
land, but  the  Rolls  have  always  been  returned 
complete,  and  by  the  acknowledgment  on  oath 
of  several  officers  belonging  to  the  regiments 
of  dragoons  there,  and  of  Mr.  John  Campbell, 
late  contractor  for  providing  forage,  the  troops 
have  ever  since  the  Union  been  generally  six  or 
sev?n  less  than  their  complements  besides  the 
officers  servants,  and  two  hautboys  returned  in 
each  troop,  whenever  any  were  mustered,  ex- 
cept a few  in  general  Echlin's  regiment,  and 
that  for  a short  time  only.  This  is  confirmed 
by  the  oath  of  Mr.  Rutherford,  in  whose  name 
the  commission  of  muster-master  was  issued, 
dated  the  20th  of  July  1709,  and  who  executed 
that  office  ; but  by  an  agreement  with  one  Mr. 
Elliot,  a laceman  in  Yorx-buildings,  (for  whose 
use  this  commission  was  obtained)  he  was  to 
receive  ohly  6s.  8 d.  out  of  the  20*.  per  day, 
payable  to  the  commissary  by  the  establish- 
ment, and  was  also  obliged  to  give  to  Mr. 
Elliot  the  perquisites  of  2 guineas  per  troop, 
and  10*.  Jier  company  allowed  by  them  on 
each  muster.  Your  commissioners  therefore 
are  not  surprised  to  find  that  the  public  hath 
suffered  by  false  musters  in  Scotland,  when  the 
office  of  muster-master  was  given  to  a person 
unqualified  for  it,  and  he  employed  a deputy 
(for  Mr.  Rutherford  owns  he  was  no  more, 
though  named  in  the  commission)  on  so  hard 
term*.  Resides,  Mr.  Elliot  was  at  that  time 
agent  to  the  earl  of  Hind  ford’s  regiment ; an 
office  not  consistent,  we  apprehend,  with  that 
of  muster-master.  The  ill  consequences  of 
these  false  musters,  appear  likewise  in  the  un- 
necessary expence  of  forage  for  the  dragoon 
horses.  For  they  were  very  defective,  as  well 
as  the  men,  and  the  certificates  from  the  officers 
to  the  contractors,  were  also  complete.  Mr. 
Cochran  confesses,  that  when  he  was  con- 
tractor, he  received  the  queen's  bountv-inoney 
for  near  300  horses  more,  than  he  provided 
with  forage. 

“The  Management  of  the  Hospitals  is  ano- 
ther grievance  of  the  Array,  and  we  therefore 
lay  before  you  such  informations,  as  we  have 
received,  of  the  excessive  charge  in  furnishing 
provisions  for  them,  particularly  those  in  Spain, 
together  with  the  hardships  the’ sick  men  there 
have  endured,  by  the  scarcity  and  unwhole- 
•omeness  of  the  provisions,  and  by  the  great 
frauds  of  the  persons,  who  provided  beds,  medi- 
cines and  other  contingencies  for  them.  Dr. 
La  Cane  deposed,  that  lie  attended  the  hospitals 
in  Spain  for  some  time  ; that  he,  observing  the 
accounts  of  Mr.  Marks,  the  director,  to  be  very 
extravagant,  refused  to  sign  them,  which  as 
physician 'he  was  required  to  do;  that  during 
the,  3 yean  Marks  contiuued  director,  each 


sick  man  cost  the  public  2i.  Od.  a day,  b 
id.  deducted  from  the  regiments:  That  M:rii 
allowed  the  recovering  men  (which  were  gene- 
rally one  half)  only  id.  per  day  to  provide 
for  themselves,  and  charged  to  the  governaira 
2s.  6d.  for  each  of  those  men;  that  tb» ma- 
nagement continued  from  the  year  1706  tt 
June  1709,  when  Marks  was  dismissed.  These 
Hospitals  were,  for  the  years  1706,  7,  *nd  5, 
paid  out  of  the  poundage  of  the  army,  beia* 
principally  intended  for  C helsc- a College, 
debt  and  ex  pence  hath  arisen  on  that  hetd. 
In  June  1709,  a contract  was  made  with  Dr. 
La  Cane  at  lOd.  per  bead  from  the  goverwi*et 
and  id.  per  head  from  the  regiment*.  Tb 
contract  continued  above  a year,  dunag  whxh 
time  the  men  were  very  well  supplied,  » u 

firoved  to  us,  by  the  oaths  of  M.  Durette  chap- 
ain,  and  Mr.  Hay  ebirurgeon  to  the  Hospital, 
though  provisions  were  as  dear  as  when  .Mirb 
furnished  them.  By  comparing  the  rates  of  tb 
contract,  with  those  allowed  to  Marks,  it  » 
plain,  that  the  provisions  for  one  half  of  ihi 
men  cost  the  public  more  than  double  abati* 
might  have  been  furnished  for,  and  that  for  the 
other  half  the  public  paid  six  parts  insert 
more  than  the  sick  received. 

“ As  to  the  Scarcity  and  Unwbolesomccesi 
of  the  provisions  furnished  by  Marks,  not  cwb 
Dr.  La  Cane,  physicinn,  but  Mr.  Chdcotwd 
Mr.  Hay,  chirurgeons,  have  sworn,  that  ft* 
often  the  beef,  and  other  flesh,  was  camo«,HW 
that  all  the  provisions  were  generally  so  a* 
sound,  as  to  occasion  a constant  mortality. 
Besides,  Marks  did  not  furnish  half  tbeqoafr* 
tiry  which  he  ought  to  have  done.  The  alio*- 
nnce  to  each  sick  man  was  fourteen  Span.*k 
ounces  of  bread  per  diem,  and  he  seldom  pri 
them  more  than  six.  The  proportion  was  tbt 
same  with  respect  to  other  provisions;  so  dot 
on  these  two  heads  he  made  as  great  an  adju- 
tage to  himself,  out  of  the  allowance  to  *ke 
poor  men,  as  lie  hud  in  the  other  articies  from 
the  public.  Dr.  La  Cane  farther  deposed,  dot 
Mr.  Watkins  (who  was  director  before  Mr. 
Marks,  rect  ived  1,000/.  to  buy  Bedding  for  the 
liospiials,  of  which  he  expended  very  little, 
the  sick  men  lay  on  the  grouud,  till  the 
trntes  of  Valencia  in  compassion,  supplied  tbea 
with  bedding  at  their  own  charge;  t!>«t afler- 
wards  Mr.  Marks  receiver!  300/.  for  the  same 
purpose  hut  «ie*er  laid  out  any  part  of  it  ^ 
great  a mismanagement  could  not  have  cod- 
tinued  so  long,  without  the  connivanct,  ** 
least,  of  those  persons,  who  were  appointed  by 
the  generals  to  be  a check  on  Mark>’*accourts; 
but  lie  being  now  in  Germany,  his  native  cofr 
try,  we  cannot  arrive  at  a more  particxtf 
knowledge  of  tint  matter. 

“ As  to  the  Hospitals  in  Flanders,  we  b*j 
examined  Mr.  Cardonnel,  who  audited  ttert* 
counts,  and  Mr.  Etquel  and  Mr.  An)ien«,chjnir’ 
geons.  T he  first  informed  us,  that  be  left  dl 
the  accounts,  except  those  of  1711,  with  Mr. 
Sweet  in  Holland,  and  that  he  could  notchaa* 
his  memory  with  any  particulars.  Theotbef 
two  said,  they  signed  the  accounts  only  « 1 
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matter  of  form  wlthont  examining  them  ; Mr. 
Hudson,  the  director  of  these  Hospitals,  and 
Mr.  Sweet,  the  deputy  pay-master,  can  give  the 
>cst  information.  Bat  one  is  in  Flanders,  and 
he  other  (as  is  before  observed)  in  Holland ; 
or  which  reason,  we  cannot  proceed  in  this  en- 
)uiry.  The  same  most  be  said  with  relation  to 
he  Hospitals  in  Portugal.  For  though  we  find 
n Mr.  Brydges's  accounts,  great  sams  of  money 
said  by  Mr.  Morris,  to  Mr.  Buckneil,  deputy 
rommissary  there,  and  to  Mr.  Kent,  some  time 
ii rector  of  those  Hospitals  ; yet  Mr.  Buckneil 
icing  in  Portugal,  Mr.  Kent  at  Port-Mahonr, 
and  their  papers  not  transmitted  -to  England, 
*e  cannot  know  the  exact  distribution  of  those 
mm>,  or  of  any  other  issued  to  them  for  that 
rurpose. 

“ But  the  Mismanagement  in  the  Hospitals 
tbroad,  have  not  been  more  gross  in  their  kind, 
ban  those  in  Chelseo-Collegc.  For  it  appears 
>n  oath,  that  a great  many  persons  have  been 
•eceived  into  this  hospital,  who  never  served 
« the  Army,  as  coachmen  to  the  governor, 
tnd  deputy-governor,  clerks  to  tlie  deputy-pay- 
nnster  of  the  pensioners,  servants  to  the  officers 
if  the  hoose,  anil  many  more;  others  have 
been  admitted  by  forged  certificates,  of  which 
the  instances  are  too  numerous  to  be  inserted 
here,  and  we  will  only  mention  two.  Francis 
Core,  messenger  to  the  war-office  in  1709, 
"Stic  public  declarations  that  he  could  get  any 
person  into  tlie  hospital  for  money.  Where- 
upon abundance  of  poor  people,  butchers,  nlc- 
house  keepers,  bakers  and  taylors,  applied  to 
him  : amongst  others  Salathiel  Humphrey  gave 
iim6guiue»s,  Nicholas  Taylor  11  guineas,  John 
smith  10  guineas,  and  were  all  accordingly  ad- 
nitted,  though  none  of  them  qualified.  Middle- 
on  and  Dumster,  serjeams  in  the  hospital,  took 
12  guineas  from  Thomas  Fletcher  fur  hisadmis- 
lion.  Several  persons  after  their  admission,  have 
leen  advanced  in  their  pay,  and  without  qunli- 
ication  to  warrant  such  advancement.  They  are 
oo  many  likewise  to  be  mentioned;  but  this  prac- 
ice  hath  very  much  contributed  to  the  charge 
if  the  hospilqj.  Some  persons  who  were  fit  for 
iervice,and  some,  who  have  sufficient  substance 
o support  themselves,  have  beeu  admitted,  as 
-vans,  Holloway,  Marks  and  Price,  with  many 
nore ; which  is  contrary  to  the  intention  of  the 
oundation,  and  hath  also  created  an  unneces- 
»ry  expence; 

“ Another  Abuse  is  the  defrauding  tho  Pen- 
lioners  of  a great  part  of  their  provisions.  It 
ippears  by  the  Depositions  of  Spencer,  Grimes 
tnd  Hardy,  pensioners  there,  that  each  man’s 
illowance  of  beef,  when  boiled,  seldom  weighed 
ibove  6 ounces,  and  very  often  but  four,  which 
tecording  to  the  establishment  ought  to  have 
teen  a pound,  when  raw.  The  same  persons 
i*ve  aworn,  that  the  provisions  are  very  had, 
tnd  no  wavs  answerable  to  the  contracts.  The 
bmtracta  for  furnishing  provisions  have  been 
wade  at  much  higher  rates  than  those  for  other 
inspitalt,  and  perhaps  it  is,  in  some  measure, 
twing  to  the  presents  the  contractors  thought 
htaaebes  obliged  to  give  to  the  governor  and 
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lientenant-govemor.  William  Banks, a butcher, 
deposed,  that  lie  furnished  the  governor's  fa- 
mily with  meat,  to  tlie  value  of  1 10/.  per  ann. 
and  gave  a receipt  for  his  bill  without  receiving 
any  money.  Mr.  Green,  the  brewer,  also  de- 
posed, that  he  made  a present  to  the  governor 
of  the  hospital,  of  the  beer  spent  in  his  family, 
which  nmuunteri  annually  to  SO/.  or  more ; 
and  that  about  fifteen  months  suite  be  was 
persuaded  by  Mr.  Crispe,  clerk  of  ths  hos- 
pital, to  do  the  tame  to  the  lieutenant  gover- 
nor. The  present  contracts  are  made  on  muck 
Worse  terms,  than  the  former. 

“ The  State  of  the  Invalids  ih  North  Britain 
is  this : Mr.  Walter  Lockha.*.,  attendant,  by  the 
direction  of  the  lord  Gddolphin,  paid  the  J3d 
of  Dec.  1708,  5,987/.  18s.  Id.  in  money  to  Mr. 
Archibald  Douglas  receiver-general,  and  gave 
him  certificates  for  £,978/.  Is.  9d.  more  due  on 
the  equivalent ; both  which  sums  are  ft  stock 
to  maintain  the  invalids.  When  this  direction 
was  given,  the  money  was  placed  out  at  an  in- 
terest on  good  security,  which  would  in  ft  great 
measure  have  supported  them.  But,  since  it 
has  been  lodged  in  Mr.  Douglas’s  hands,  nd 
interest  has  been  received  for  it,  and  they  ark 
subsisted  out  of  the  capital  Stock,  Which  in  A 
short  time  w ill  reduce  it  to  nothing,  and  leave 
them  without  any  provision.  There  is  reason 
to  apprehend  the  expence  of  the  war  has  heed 
greatly  increased,  by  making  remittance! 
abroad,  for  the  army  and  nftvy,  on  terms  very 
disadvantageous  to  the  government. 

“ As  to  the  Remittances  for  the  Army  lit 
Flanders,  sir  Henry  Furncse  was  employed  by 
the  treasury  to  make  the  best  bargains  h# 
could,  ahd  to  be  accountable  to  tho  public  fof 
the  profit.  We  have  required  these  accounts, 
and  the  auditor  of  the  imprests,  who  is  pos- 
sessed of  them,  hsth  acquainted  us,  that  hA 
hath  not  yet  been  able,  by  reason  of  their  bulk; 
to  go  through  them.  But  we  have  information 
on  oath,  of  an  advantage  of  one  per  cent,  and 
sometimes  more,  made  by  receiving  money  at 
Amsterdam,  ami  paying  it  in  Flanders,  tnp- 
tain  Loathes,  paymaster  of  the  train  of  nrtii- 
lery,  acknowledges,  he  received  this  premium 
to  his  own  private  use.  But  whether  the  deputy 
paymasters  in  Flanders  and  Holland  had  th< 
same  benefit,  cannot  be  known,  unless  Mr. Sw  eet 
and  captain  Cartwright  were  in  England. 

“ The  Remittanees  for  the  Fortes  in  Spain 
and  Portugal  have  chiefly  been  undertaken  by 
contractors,  and  the  contracts  have  always  been 
made  on  conditions,  much  exceeding  the  com-* 
mon  rates  of  exchange.  The  Same  methods 
have  lieen  practised  in  returning  money  for  the 
use  of  the  nnVy  and  victualling  to  Spain,  Poo- 
tugal,  the  West-Indies,  and  other  parts. 

“ The  Mismanagements  in  the  Cloatliing 
are  as  great  and  oppressive  as  any  in  the  army  j 
and  we  have  not  been  wanting  in  our  endea- 
vours to  detect  some  instance's  thereof,  in  order1 
to  have  laid  them  before  you.  But  we  are  not 
yet  prepared  to  do  it  so  fiilly  and  clearly,  as  wd 
desire  to  state  every  thing,  Which  We  prasuind 
to  offer  to  tlie  house- 


1191]  PARL.  HISTORY,  I2Akne,  1 7i 3. — Reports  <tf  the  Commisrionat  [119! 


M We  have  enquired  into  the  execution  of 
the  several  acts  of  parliament,  relating  to  the 
issuing  Debentures,  for  what  remained  due  to 
commission  officers,  non-commission  officers, 
and  private  men,  serving  in  the  last  war ; and 
find,  that  the  earl  of  Ranelagh,  late  paymaster- 
general,  did,  according  to  the  powers  and  di- 
rections given,  make  out  Debentures  for  what 
was  due  to  the  non-commission  officers  and 
private  men,  and  took  security  from  the  persons 
appointed  to  vecehre  them:  that  several  of 
those  persons  have  not  regularly,  and  on  oath, 
accounted  for  them  before  the  said  paymaster, 
nor  returned  the  unissued  Debentures,  as  is 
directed  by  the  act.  But  we  cun  not  come  to 
any  exact  state  of  what  hath  been  paid,  or  ac- 
counted for,  by  reason  some  of  those  entrusted 
with  the  payment  of  the  private  men,  have  de- 
clined appearing  before  us, 'though  frequently 
summoned  ; and  others  with  their  securities  are 
dead,  and  their  executor's  not  to  be  met  with. 
What  therefore  we  have  to  offer  on  this  sub- 
ject, is  from  a return  made  on  oath  by  Mr. 
Sloper,  who  issued  most  of  die  Debentures  for 
the  earl  of  Ranelagh  : from  whence  it  appears, 
That  several  persons  remain  still  accountable 
for  above  60, OCX)/. 

“ That  the  Debentures  so  issued  by  tlx;  pay- 
master, curried  interest;  and  those  which  an. 
not  discharged  by  the  purchase  of  Irish  forfei- 
tures, have  still  interest  at  sis  per  cent,  by  a 
parliamentary  provision.  That  the  distance  of 
the  place  where  the  private  men  served  might 
be  eume  pretence  for  these  persons  not  ac- 
counting with  them  within  the  year ; but  we 
can  see  no  reason  for  tbeir  not  doing  it  in  so 
many  years,  and  consequently  for  not  passine 
those  accounts  with  the  paymaster  in  some  pre- 
scribed lime.  That  there  is  no  ground  to  be- 
lieve, the  private  men,  to  whom  these  Deben- 
tures were  due,  are  either  dead,  or  not  likely 
to  make  any  claim.  And  the  House  will  best 
judge,  whether  such  sums  should  remaiu  in  the 
bands  of  private  men,  receiving  a constant  in- 
terest for  them  without  any  right  whatsoever ; 
or  whether  they  might  not  rather  he  applied  to 
the  public  serv  ice.  We  ulso  find  about  508  of 
the  Debentures,  which  were  prepared  by  the 
•arl  of  Ranelagh  in  1702-3,  pursuant  to  the 
certificates  of  the  commissioners  for  stating  the 
debts  of  the  army  as  due  to  the  commission  of- 
ficers, have  not  yet  been  issued,  nor  called  for  ; 
and  we  may  presume,  after  so  many  years,  will 
never  he  claimed.  They  amount  in  the  whole 
to  7,126/.  2».  6 d.  which  will  he  so  much  sared 
to  the  public,  unless  they  should  be  taken  out 
by  virtue  of  fraudulent  administrations;  a prac- 
tice we  have  reason  to  suspect  lias  been  too 
frequent  on  this  occasion. 

“ Soon  after  the  commencement  of  our  com- 
mission, we  required  Mr.  Whitfield,  late  pay- 
master of  the  Marines,  to  lay  the  accounts  of 
those  regiments  before  us ; which,  after  many 
delays,  he  did,  but  in  a very  imperfect  manner. 
We  insisted  on  a more  distinct  account,  where- 
upon lie  (being  then  very  ill)  sent  his  chief 
•lerk,  Mr.  Suer,  to  us;  who  deposed,  That  the 


accounts  could  not  lie  more  perfect  aidant 
muster-rolls,  which  Mr.  Lynn,  the  commissi, 
had  not  returned.  In  answer  to  thn,  Ik 
Lynn  hath  declared,  that  he  could  not  mu 
up  the  muster-rolls  further  than  tlx  2*ta  a 
December,  1709,  for  want  of  the  ships  look 
and  the  certificates  from  the  agents  of  tie 
Commissioners  for  Sick  and  Wounded : Mini 
books  and  certificates  could  not  he  had  has 
the  distant  states  of  the  service  till  tbox  e> 
ployed  tlicre  came  to  England.  Thesedinur 
lies  prevent  our  stating  the  accounts  of  tie 
Marines.  But  it  is  obvious,  That  the  eipeat 
of  the  navy  isencreased  by  them.  The  p»;  i 
8,000  marines,  according  to  ilie  esublishoxv, 
amounts  to  128,1331.  5s.  per  annum.  Titcp; 
of  8,000  ordinary  seamen  to  98,800/  per  » 
num.  Tlie  extraordinary  charge  therein*  > 
29,3331.  5s.  and  bow  far  it  might  be  thsfk 
necessary  to  continue  in  time  of  peace.  i‘U»; 
bly  left  to  the  judgment  and  delernuniius  s 
parliament. 

“ The  next  great  branch  of  Eipenee  to  tie 
Public  is  that  of  the  Navy  ; and  we  km  pc 
sent  a hat  hath  occurred  to  us  outhisbt& 
First,  we  perceive  considerable  balances 
continued  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurers,  -k 
of  their  executors  after  the  time  of  tlreir  d» 
mission  or  death ; which,  notwilhsiao.iir.i  tk 
great  necessities  of  the  government,  bare  U» 
long  unapplied  to  the  services  for  which  the 
were  intended. 


About  the  time  of  sib 
Tho.  Littleton’s  death 
in  December,  1709, 
there  was  in  the  hands 
of  his  Executors  and 
Instruments  - - - 
There  remained 
In  Dec.  1710  - - - 

In  Dec.  1711  - - - 

In  Dec.  1712  - - - 

The  Balnnce  in  Mr. 
Walpole’s  hands  the 
31st  of  July,  1711, 
some  little  time  after 
his  leaving  that  em- 
ployment, wns  - - 
Which  had  been  reduced 
gradually,  ns  by  his 
Account  on  Sept.  30, 
1712,  to  - - - - 
There  remained  Dec.  3, 
1712 


£■  «•  L 
135,309  5 « 

66,773  4 <! 
62,390  14  t 
22,315  9 1 


330,653  14  Jj 


19,059  4 hi 
17,212  8 2 


“ The  Reasons  given  for  this  pra coo  n 
That  the  Treasurers  ought  by  their  instruct).'0 
to  detain  money  in  their  hands,  when  the; 10 
displaced,  for  satisfying  defalcations,  &c. 
for  defraying  the  expence  of  passing  their  * 
counts.  But  we  cannot  find  the  first  argu^r* 
favoured  by  a reasonable  interpretation  of <* 
instructions,  nor  is  there  any  just  pretf*’ 
why  the  whole  balances,  iu  the  hands  of 

fireceding  treasurers,  should  not  be  iauneda " 
y paid  over  to  their  successors.  On  tlx  <*"  I 
trary,  there  is  very  good  ground  for 
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o avoid  the  charge  of  keeping  clerks,  and 
»iher  instruments,  for  displaced,  or  dead  oth- 
ers, and  that  the  money  might  be  employed 
owards  carrying  on  the  current  service.  As  to 
he  defraying  the  expence  o.f  their  accounts, 
his  is  by  no  means  a method  proper  to  hasten 
he  passing  them  ; and  that  allowance,  if 
bought  necessary,  might  be  made  several  ways, 
ess  prejudicial  to  the  public,  titan  by  the  de- 
ention  of  so  great  sums  os  usually  have  rested 
n their  hands.-  For  this  we  have  the  opinion 
if  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy,  who,  as  they 
ire  the  sole  examiners,  so  they  are  in  consc- 
ience the  sole  judges  of  the  Treasurer's  ac- 
:oum>,  though  they  do  not  finally  pass  them. 

“ We  also  find  large  Imprests  granted  in  the 
irue  of  each  Treasurer  since  the  Revolution, 
vhereof  there  remained  uncleared  the  31st  of 
)ct.  1719,  the  sum  of  607,851/.  For  which  it 
s alledged,  That  the  accounts  have  either  been 
nought  into  the  comptroller's  office,  or  not 
uificiently  vouched,  or  that  the  accounts,  or 
ome  of  them,  are  before  the  comptroller,  under 
he  examination,  or  that  the  parties  are  abroad, 
tnd  have  wages  due  to  them,  which  will  not  be 
illowed  till  their  imprests  be  cleared,  or  that 
'he u the  Treasurer  brings  the  imprests  to  ac- 
»unt  in  bis  ledger,  they  are  allowed  him  in 
Jart,  or  the  whole  ; and  the  parties  are  set  in- 
uper  in  the  Exchequer. 

“ But  these  allegations  cannot,  we  presume, 
)e  admitted  as  sufficient.  For  the  accounts 
mgbt  to  be  brought  in  every  year,  where  the 
listauceof  place  will  permit ; and  the  large 
iiuns,  which  have  been  imprcsted  to’ the  store- 
keepers and  clerks  residing  in  England,  from 
1704,  should  have  been  long  since  accounted 
ur.  Whereas  no  effectual  care  hath  been  ta- 
ken to  compel  them  to  it,  and  they  seem  too 
nuch  left  at  their  own  liberty,  to  the  great  d.i- 
nage  of  the  public.  Though  they  are  to  be  set 
ntuper  in  the  Exchequer,  when  the  imprests 
ire  allowed  to  the  Treasurer;  yet  the  Trea- 
urer’s  accounts  are  so  long  generally  in  passing, 
hat  the  parties  are  often  dead,  or  insolvent, 
‘tffore  that  is  done  : and  of*  those  which  have 
*en  set  insuper , there  floes  not  appear  any 
Joasideruble  sums  to  have  been  accounted  tor. 
There  are  some  iny>rests  before  1702,  which 
»ave  neither  been  accounted  for,  nor  set  insu- 
xr,  nor  mentioned  in  the  Treasurer’s  ledger ; 
»nd  other  sums  have  been  very  lately  repaid  to 
be  Treasurer  in  money  ; which  have  been  so 
ong  imprested,  that  the  interest  would  have 
Quailed,  if  not  exceeded  the  principal ; to  the 
treat  loss  of  the  public,  which  paid  interest  for 
hat  money,  as  well  as  to  the  disadvantage  of 
he  service. 

“ We  should  next  lay  before  you  the  Ma- 
nagement of  the  Commissioners  for  Victualling 
ner  majesty’s  Navy  ; which,  as  it  hath  the  di- 
action  of  so  large  an  Article  of  expence,  is  of 
;reat  consequence.  Dut  some  instances  of  no- 
torious embezzlements  and  scandalous  abuses 
n her  majesty’s  Brew-house,  and  in  the  con- 
tracts for  furnishing  the  Navy  with  beer,  having 
b««n  lately  examined  and  censured  by  parlia- 


ment, the  House  wants  less  information  of  the 
frauds  committed  in  this  office,  than  of  others 
concerned  in  the  disposal  of  the  revenue  of 
the  kingdom.  However,  we  have  not  neglected 
to  enquire  farther  into  the  proceedings  of  this 
commission,  and  find  that  the  pursers,  in  com- 
bination with  the  agents  and  storekeepers, 
have  carried  on  their  fraudulent  practices  iu 
all  other  species  of  provision,  as  well  as  beer,  to 
the  detiiment  of  the  government,  and  to  the 
injury  and  discouragement  of  the  seamen. 

“ James  Essex,  piyser  of  the  Worcester,  it 
charged  with  more  than  the  full  proportion  of 
several  species  of  provisions  for  280  men,  from 
the  18th  of  Jan.  1703-4  to  the  1 1th  of  April 
1709.  But  it  appears  from  the  musters,  That 
at  a medium  no  more  than  237  men  were 
victualled  at  that  time  on  board  this  ship.  He 
owns,  that  he  often  gave  receipts  for  more  pro- 
visions than  he  received  ; that  he  took  money 
for  the  overplus;  that  he  sold  part  of  what  was 
actually  delivered  to  him  ; that  is  a common 
practice  among  pursers:  that  the  agents  and 
store- keepers,  employed  at  the  out- ports,  are 
instrumental  in  carrying  it  on,  and  have  a 
share  in  the  profit : that  he  is  charged  both  at 
Portsmouth  and  Plymouth  with  provisions, 
which  he  neither  received  in  km  I,  nor  was 
paid  for  by  the  agents  or  store-keepers.  This 
evidence  is  continued  by  the  accounts  of 
victualling  this  ship,  wherein  we  find  him 
charged  at  Plymouth  with  a considerable  quan- 
tity of  provisions  on  the  lltli  ot  April  1709, 
two  days  after  the  ship  sailed  from  that  port 
to  Lisbon.  We  don't  undertake  to  make  any 
certain  computation  of  the  loss  to  the  public 
on  this  head.  But  suppo  mg  a fifth  only  of 
the  provisions  to  have  been  sold,  (and  Mr. 
Essex  hath  deposed,  That  he  believed  a m6ch 
larger  proportion  of  beer,  and  a fifth  p irt  at 
least,  of  all  other  spet  ies  have  been  sold  or 
compounded  for  with  the  agents  or  store  keepers} 
it  amounts  in  ten  years  to  more  than  500,000/. 
For,  by  a medium  of  the  prices  paid  tor  uro- 
visinns  during  that  time,  the  prime  cost  hath 
been  34  per  cent,  exclusive  of  the  charges  of 
management,  more  than  is  allowed  to  pur»ers, 
when  they  are  creditors  on  their  balance, 
which  are  paid  by  bills  in  course  without  in- 
terest. This  practice  is  so  strictly  forbidden 
and  provided  against  with  so  much  caution, 
both  in  the  instructions  to  the  officers,  em- 
ployed in  the  Victualling,  and  on  hoard  the 
fleer,  that  it  could  not  have  continued  without 
a combination  amongst  them.  And  we  ap- 
prehend no  new  method  can  be  proposed  to 
prevent  such  abuses  for  the  future,  unless  it 
should  be  thought  adviseublc  to  make  it  as 
criminal,  for  pursers  to  sell  provisions,  as  to 
embezzle  any  other  of  her  majesty’s  stores. 
These  frauds  which  have  been  so  universally 
committed  by  the  pursers  and  officer?,  of  tl« 
Victualling  must  have  been  dele*  red,  or  in 
a great  measure  restrained,  if  the  pursers  ac- 
counts had  been  duly  rc quirt'd,  and  well  ex- 
amined. But  so  much  hath  this  duty  been  neg- 
lected, that,  when  we  first  went  upou  this  in- 


1195]  PARL.  HISTORY,  12  Ate**,  1713. — Reports  qf  the  Commissioners  [IIS 


quiry,  we  found  the  accounts  of  140  pursers 
out  of  employment,  unpassed:  some  of  them 
more  than  ten  years  standing  : and  of  those 
now  employed,  a great  mony  have  passed  no 
accounts  in  six  or  seven  years.  On  the  whole, 
it  is  submitted,  whether  in  any  case  it  is  rea- 
sonable to  entrust  the  same  officer  with  the 
expending  money,  who  is  himself  the  proper 
check  ou  the  expence,  or  to  allow  him  or  ap- 
point another  to  that  purpose  ? Whether  any 
person  ought  to  have  had  the  disposition  of  so 
large  a suns,  who  was  not  constituted  by  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Victualling,  and  who  was 
under  no  security  for  the  faithful  discharge  of 
his  trust,  and  the  nnswerine  the  sums  issued  to 
him  ? Whether  this  practice  be  not  censured 
and  condemned  by  the  Resolution  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  the  57th  of  March  1699, 
That  the  Victualling  any  of  her  majesty's  ships, 
others  than  the  Victuallers  appointed  for 
that  service,  or  their  agents,  is  contrary  to  the 
course  of  the  Navy,  and  may  bfe  of  ill  conse- 
quence. 

“ We  have  discovered  some  irregularities  in 
the  Commission  for  Sick  and  Wounded  Seamen. 
Mr.  Povey  was  madb  Treasurer  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  war,  and  continued  to  act  as 
such  to  the  tuneof  his  death,  in  1705,  when  he 
left  his  accounts  in  great  confusion,  and  they 
have  since  been  under  the  management  of  exe- 
cutors, altogether  unacquainted  with  the  trans- 
actions of  this  odice.  In  order  therefore  to 
obtain  as  much  light  a9  possible,  we  required  a 
state  of  them,  not  only  from  his  executors,  but 
from  the  Commissioners;  and  comparing  both 
returns  we  find  them  agree,  ns  to  his  Receipts 
from  sir  Thomas  Littleton,  which  amounted  to 
135,666/.  It.  4 d.  1.  Out  they  differ  as  to  liis 
payments  and  voluntary  charge.  These  ac- 
counts have  laid  a great  while  before  the  au- 
ditor, but  were  not  prosecuted  till  very  lately. 
Besides  the  money  issued  to  Mr.  Povey  for  the 
service  of  this  war,  he  is  charged  by  sir  T. 
Littleton  with  the  sum  of  51,281/.  5f.  4<f  x 
imprested  to  him  for  payment  of  the  Arrears, 
incurred  on  the  head  of  Sick  and  Wounded  in 
the  last  war.  Of  this  sum  his  executors  de- 
clare themselves  unable  to  give  any  account. 
But  from  that,  which  has  been  long  since  ex- 
hibited to  the  auditors  and  which  yet  remains 
nnprosecuted,  we  observe,  that  Mr.  Povey,  in 
receiving  and  applying  this  sum,  acted  under 
the  authority  and  direction  of  several  minutes 
of  the  Treasury,  but  made  a payment  never- 
theless of  2,000/.  to  the  commissioners,  their 
officers,  and  himself  for  salaries,  &c.  contrary 
to  those  minutes.  That  be  was  to  obey  the 
orders  of  the  late  commissioners  of  Sick  and 
Wounded,  one  of  whom  was  to  attend  him  at 
every  port  to  keep  duplicates,  to  cnmptrol  his 
payments,  and  to  be  vouchers  to  his  accounts; 
but  it  does  not  appear,  that  such  duplicates 
were  ever  kept  by  the  Commissioners,  and  his 
•ceounts  stand  singly  upon  the  credit  of 
Mr.  Povey,  without  any  chequeor  oath  made  of 
the  truth  of  it.  Mr.  Savory  succeeded  Mr. 
Sovey,  and  hit  accounts  have  in  part  been 


under  our  examination.  This  office  haibiai 
negligent  in  obliging  persons  to  account  dab 
for  money  imprested  to  them.  Several  ms 
are  not  yet  accounted  for,  which  vert  » 
prested  in  the  time  of  Mr.  Povey.  Fewolta 
agents  abroad  have  cleared  any  imprests,  sri 
those  uncleaied  on  the  19th  of  Septanbe  1st, 
amounted  to  more  than  36,000/. 

“ What  liberty  the  Aigents  may  hare  tala 
in  the  application  of  the  money  they  t»n 
been  entrusted  with  ; and  what  detriment  tie 
public  has  received,  by  suffering  Account!  n 
remain  so  long  unsettled  ; may  in  pan  brat 
lected  from  those  instances.  Mr.  Gnffith.vks 
was  employed  by  the  Commissioners  id  ik 
year  1708,  as  agent  at  Port-Malione,  etrtrtri 
into  a contract  in  April  1711,  for  erertioys: 
Hospital  there,  without  any  authority  buttiat 
of  sir  John  Jennings,  then  cummuderof  ktt 
majesty’s  Beet  in  the  Mediterranesn.  >V br- 
as, by  his  instructions,  he  was  directed,  if  it 
should  be  thought  necessary  to  build  to  Hop- 
tnl,  to  send  over  a plan  with  an  estmiattofd* 
Charge  to  the  Commissioners,  in  order  to  k 
laid  before  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  forth" 
approbation.  The  expence  of  budding  d* 
Hospital,  as  charged  in  Mr.  Griffith's  Accra" 
aud  for  which  he  craves  an  allowance,  is  3, fbb 
It  is  alledged,  in  sir  John  Jennings's  order,  tte 
her  majesty’s  former  Hospital  in  this  Port  ** 
inconveniently  situated.  But  we  cannot  tiit 
that  to  be  a ground  sufficient  lor  his  assamm?" 
power  to  engage  the  public  credit ; esptcis..' 
when  a more  regular  method  trad  been  ps 
scribed  by  the  agent's  instructions,  and  vie 
a Treaty  of  Peace  was  not  actually  comtnescd. 
in  which  it  could  not  he  known,  that  • eras' 
of  this  island  would  be  made  to  the  crown 
Great-Britain.  Several  sums  hare  been  issiri 
to  one  Stanley,  a messenger  belonging  to •“ 
office,  from  the  5th  of  Oct.  1706,  to  the  1- 
July  1712,  amounting  to  6,430/.  The«cc<*" 
of  which  appearing  very  extraordinary  and 
gular  in  many  instances,  we  examined  to 
oath,  and  find,  that  lie  has  paid  1,949/.  2* 
for  the  taxes  laid  on  the  salaries  of  the  (sjv 
missioners  and  other  persons  belonging  to  # 
office:  That  he  charged  this  som  by  «nttrr: 
the  Commissioners,  in  his  accounts  of  the  * 
cirlcnt  expences  of  the  office,  under  articles 
different  denominations,  as  postage  of  letters, 
conduct-money,  &c.  Tlmt,  in  the  account  t 
his  disbursements  for  tire  half  year  esajj 
at  Michaelmas  1712,  (which  wad  pawed  byd* 
Commissioners)  he  had  in  like  manner  too"*" 
104/.  though  not  then  paid,  for  the  tales « 't* 
half  year.  The  Commissioners  owned  tw  ■ 
be  true,  and  endeavoured  to  eicuse  it,  »J  *' 
(edging,  that  they  had  presented  a tuemort  -J 
the  late  Treasurer  to  get  an  allowance 
taxes  on  their  salaries,  and  that  he  had  prom- 
to  represent  their  request  to  the  queen.  • 
they  did  not  pretend,  that  they  bad  obtto 
any  Warrant  or  authority  for  what  they 
dene.  Nor  have  we  received  satisfaction '' 
them  why  Stanley  was  not  required  to  aefj*'' 
for  any  purl  of  this  sum  of  6,430 1.  till  * 
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or  why  his  Accounts  were  then  passed  in  so 
:traordinary  a manner,  mid,  as  we  have  reason 
believe,  without  vouchers;  for  he  could  not, 
hen  requited  of  us,  produce  a voucher  for  any 
lyment ; and  Dr.  Lawrence  (oue  of  the  three, 
hose  names  ore  subscribed  to  the  perfect  bills 
ade  out  to  clear  these  imprests)  hath  deposed, 
hat  his  name  signed  to  several  of  those  hills 
as  not  writ  with  his  own  hand,  that  he  gave 
five,  in  some  cases,  when  he  should  be  ubsent, 
have  his  name  put  to  papers  for  carrying  on 
e business  o!  the  othce,  where  more  Cotiums- 
mers  bauds  were  necessary  than  were  present, 
hu  h is  contrary  to  the  19lh  Article  of  the  in- 
ructions given  to  this  Coin  mission,  whereby  it 
provided,  that  no  payment  shall  be  made 
ithout  the  authority  of  three  Comini-sioners  at 
ast.  1 he  same  Article  directs  them  in  making, 
u bills,  to  number  and  assign  them  for  pay- 
«nt  in  course,  according  to  the  method  of  the 
*vy.  But  it  appears  that  no  such  course  has 
ten  observed,  and  that  they  have  taken  upon 
>etn  a discretionary  power.  The  ill  use  that 
been  made  ot  this  power,  and  the  liberty 
iac  has  been  taken  to  givf  undue  preference  in 
ayment9,  have  so  plainly  appeared,  that  no  of- 
ce  ought  to  be  entrust*  d with  the  i xercise  of 
- ll)o  C barge  which  the  government  hn> 
een  put  to  in  transporting  British  prisoners,  is 
nother  instance  ot  niismamigeinfciit,  and  the 
rhole  sum  paid  by  virtue  of  the  several  con- 
racfi*  or  for  extraordinary*,  hath  been  a loss 
» the  public.  For  this  service  might  have  been 
trforined  tor  the  pay  allowed  to  the  contrac- 
ts by  the  French  tor  transporting  their  pri- 
tmers.  By  an  account  of  lour  voyages  which 
aptain  Robert  Masters  laid  before  us,  and  at- 
rsteil,  it  appears,  that  the  contractors  received 
t 1,661  French  prisoners  transported  to 
f^nce,  161,610  livres,  amounting,  at  t.W.  per 
vre,  t«,  1,038 L 2*.  Od.  besides  the  pny  for  2,0-14 
.neh>h  prisoners  brought  back,  and  that  they 
the  said  masters,  who  performed  these 
>ur  voyages,  but  669/.  t*.  11  d.  Mr.  Sikes,  a 
•erchant  of  Dartmouth,  offered  in  April  1710, 
1 bring  back  the  British  prisoners  f*/r  the  al- 
mance  given  by  the  French,  without  any 
bier  pay  or  demands  for  extrnordinaries^de- 
lurrage  only  exempted.  But  this  proposal  was 
ejected  by  the  Commissioners,  and  Mr.  Pearce 
,a*  continued.  He  is  still  employed  with  an 
llowance  of  2*.  6d.  per  head,  notwithstanding 
wquent  complaints  have  been  made  against 
and  so  fully  proved  to  the  Commissioners, 
hat  »e  find  in  the  minutes  of  their  proceed- 
on  the  29th  June  1709,  a Resolution  in 
hose  words,  * That  it  does  appear  there  have 
l<*f|  Negligences  and  Mismanagements  in  the 
Jfvice  ©f  transportation  of  prisoners/  After 
his  Resolution,  the  Commissioners  entered  into 
| new  agreement  with  Mr.  Pearce,  dated  the 
Oct.  1703,  and  allowed  him  for  demur- 
50t.  a day  for  100  ton,  and  so,  pro  rata, 
0 commence  14  days  after  the  ship  was  ready 
0 wil.  Which  is  proved  to  have  been  an  ex- 
Javsgunt  rate  by  a Charter-Party  made  be- 
Iween  captain  Master*  and  Mr.  Pearce ; for 


the  Southampton  transport,  burthen  t100  ton,, 
whereby  the  Captain  was  to  have  but  20*.  a 
day  lor  demurrage.  One  great  cause  of  the  ill 
management  in  this  part  of  the  service,  as  also 
of  the  indulgence  to  Mr.  Pearce,  hath  been  iu 
some  measure  lately  explained  to  us,  by  the 
evidence  of  Mr.  Mitchel,  and  of  Mr.  Pearce 
lum-elf;  wherein  it  appears,  that  Win.  Churchil, 
esq.  when  a Commissioner,  procured  contracts 
in  their  names  from  the  board,  and,  by  a secret 
agreement  with  them,  was  admitted  into  half 
the  profit  of  each  contract.  Air.  Alitchel  de- 
posed), that,  on  making  a contract  with  the 
Commissioners  for  Sick  and  Wounded  Seamen, 
Win.  Churchil,  esq.  cue  of  the  Commissioners 
(who  had  recommended  him  to  the  board)  did 
agree  with  the  sard  Mitchel  to  reserve  half  the 
profit  for  his,  or  some  unknown  person^  u$e; 
thut  he  hath  received  what  was  duo  for  the  ser- 
vice performed,  puisuant  to  the  said  Contract, 
and  looks  upon  himself  accountable,  by  (hit 
private,  agreement  for  half  the  profit.  . Mr, 
Pearce  depnseib,  that,  when  he  first  entered 
into  a contract  (which  is  soil  continued;  with 
the  Commissioners  for  Sick  and  Wounded  Sea- 
men, he  agreed  with  his  broiher-in-law,  Win. 
Churchil,  esq.  then  a Commissioner,  to  be  a. 
sharer  in  the  profit  and  loss  arising  from  the 
said  contract,  that  he  and  Mr.  Churchil  bor- 
rowed 2,000/.  to  carry  on  ibis  service,  for 
which  they  are  jointly  bound;  that  the  Ac- 
counts are  not  yet  made  up,  but  that  he  hath 
paid  Mr.  Churehil  about  5200/.  as  part  of  hie 
share  of  the  said  contract. 

“ Both  these  contracts  have  been  prejudicial 
to  the  government.  Mr.  Mitchel  was  discard- 
ed, because  the  terms  of  his  were  declared 
too  high  to  be  continued,  Air.  Pearce  was  in- 
troduced indeed  on  pretence  of  frugality,  and 
making  a better  bargain ; but  it  is  evident,  by 
what  hath  been  already  said,  that  even  this 
better  bargain  hath  been  of  no  advantage. 
For  since  it  was  made,  the  service  hath  been 
ill  performed,  and  methods  used  to  advance 
Mr.  Pearce’9  profit  beyond  what  was  at  first 
iutended.  On  the  16th  of  October  1707,  he 
made  a groundless  demand  for  losses ; where- 
upon the  Commissioners  (Mr.  Churchil  being 
present)  came  to  a resolution  to  increase  his 
pay  from  2s.  6d.  to  3s.  per  head  for  English 
prisoners;  which  will  never  pais  for  an  in- 
stance of  frugality  and  good  economy  in  thi9 
office.  But  what  seems  to  concern  Mr. 
Churchil  in  these  contracts,  may  be  reduced  to 
this  single  question,  Whether  a person  entrusted 
by  her  majesty  to  make  contracts  of  the  pub- 
lic, can  be  a private  partner  in  such  contracts, 
wit  hoot  a breach  of  his  trust. 

“ We  have  received  a complaint  from  cap- 
tain Robert  Masters,  relating  to  Mr.  Mitcbel’s 
contract,  which  we  cannot  pass  over  in  silence. 
The  substance  of  it  is,  that,  pursuant  to  two  or- 
ders from  the  Commissioners,  dated  the  17tb 
of  August,  and  14th  of  October  1704,  he  car- 
ried French  prisoners  from  Southampton  to 
St.  Maloes,  and  brought  back  680  English 
prisoners,  for  whom,  at  the  rates  then  allowed, 
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he  ought  to  have  received  340/.  That  he  per- 
formed this  service  at  his  own  expence,  with- 
out being  under  agreement  with  any  person  ; 
that,  after  performing  it,  he  was  refused  pay- 
ment by  the  Commissioners,  being  told  at  first 
that  the  money  was  issued  to  Mr.  Churchil, 
one  of  the  Commissioners ; and  afterwards, 
that  it  was  paid  to  Mr.  Mitchel.  The  Com- 
missioners, in  atiswer  to  this  complaint,  de- 
clared, that,  notwithstanding  the  sailing  or- 
ders were  directed  to  captain  Masters,  they 
never  contracted  with  him  for  the  performance  1 
of  that  service ; that  he  had  been  recommend-  | 
ed  to  them  by  Mr.  Churchil,  or  Mr.  Mitchel,  I 
and  tluu  they  took  him  to  be  employed  by  one 
of  them.  Mr.  Mitchel,  conformable  to  the  | 
opinion  of  the  Commissioners,  swears  that  he 
employed  captain  Masters,  and  received  the 
money  for  the  voyages  performed  by  him. 
But  what  countenances  captain  Masters’s  pre- 
tensions in  this  case,  is,  that,  at  the  time  when 
he  performed  the  service  from  Southampton  to 
St.  Maloes,  Mr.  Mitchel  was  not  under  con- 
tract for  that  port,  hut  only  from  Dover  to 
Calais ; that  no  agreement  hath  been  pro- 
duced to  prove  him  an  agent  to  Mr.  Churchil, 
or  Mr.  Mitchel,  and  therefore  the  money  due 
on  this  account  could  not  regularly  be  issued 
to  either  of  them,  unless  some  secret  cove- 
nants have  been  entered  into,  which  do  not 
yet  appear  to  your  Commissioners. 

44  Since  these  facts  were  drawn  up  and  stated, 
we  received  a letter  on  the  7th  of  March  last, 
froip  Mr.  Pearce,  endeavouring  to  soften  his 
evidence  ; which  is  here  inserted,  that  nothing 
in  favour  of  the  person  mentioned  in  the  Depo- 
sition may  seem  to  be  concealed : 

4 Honourable  Gentlemen, 

4 When  I attended  you  under  a surprize,  and 
4 shocked  by  my  weakness,  I know  not  whe- 
4 ther  1 was  rightly  understood  in  my  expres- 
4 sions ; therefore,  recollecting  as  well  as  I can, 

4 what  I then  signed,  beg  leave  to  explain  my- 
4 self  on  some  of  the  questions  your  honours 
4 were,  pleased  to  ask  me,  viz.  Whether  any 
4 person  was  concerned  with  me  in  the  service 
4 of  transporting  prisoners,  and  in  what  year  I 
4 made  my  contract?  to  which  I answered 
4 plainly,  and  desired  to  be  understood,  that, 

4 when  1 entered  on  the  transport  business,  it 
4 was  entirely  my  own  right,  and  under  no  ob- 
ligation of  partnership;  the  French,  making 
4 then  good  payment,  enabled  me  to  carry  on 
4 the  service  without  being  obliged  to  any  j»er- 
4 son  for  money  ; but,  alter  some  years,  they 
4 entirely  put  a stop  to  their  payments,  and  I 
4 found  the  service  wanted  more  money  to 
4 carry  it  on,  than  I was  able  to  raise,  I hav- 
4 ing  agreed  for  2s.  6d.  for  which  others  had 
4 always  10s.  I was  forced  to  apply  to  ray 
4 brother  for  assistance,  who  brought  me  first 
4 in,  and  voluntarily  promised  to  reimburse 
4 him  by  the  profits  of  the  said  service,  if  any 
4 such  should  be,  or  otherwise,  for  his  kindness 
4 and  assignee  in  th;s  affair ; and  I,  having 
4 formerly  made  use  of  his  money,  when  I w as 
4 under  him  as  deputy  treasurer  of  the  Ord- 


4 nance,  and  at  that  time  being  incapable  of  I 
4 repaying  him,  designed  to  reimburse  hunt  I 
4 this  manner  ; and  the  200/.  mentioned  io  nr 
4 adidavit,  though  intended  by  me  as  part  w 
4 such  money  us  should  arise  from  the  sue 
4 service,  I never  acquainted  him  with,  tb-n 
4 being  great  sums  due  from  France  on  tU 
4 account,  and  the  state  of  the  profit  and 
4 could  not  possibly  be  made  till  the  rtw- 
4 tnnees  be  procured,  and  the  debts  owmjas 
4 that  head  are  paid  off.  I am,  Ac. 

Jous  Puke.' 

44  We  will  not  trouble  the  House  with  «oy 
reflections  on  this  Letter,  only  that  it  is  very 
extraordinary  Mr.  Pearce  could  not  recoiktf 
his  thoughts  under  a month’s  time,  and  that 
your  Commissioners  were  so  far  from  takinjfta 
evidence  by  surprize  (as  is  suggested)  tbattiiey 
desired  him,  after  he  had  freely  and  vduDtany 
given  it,  to  settle  and  adjust  the  depositions 
his  own  manner,  which  he  accordingly  did,  be- 
fore he  signed  it. 

44  Your  Commissioners  further  represent. 
That  the  exposing  to  sale  offices,  relating  to  tb< 
management  of  the  revenue  of  the  kiogdoc,* 
a practice  against  law,  and  done  in  defiaoct  ' 
her  majesty’s  repeated  declarations.  Two  ic- 
siances  of  which  have  been  proved  to  us  b?  i it 
oaths  of  the  very  persons  concerned. 

44  The  first  is  this:  Henry  Meriton,  eq« 
1705,  treated  w ith  Mr.  Brydges,  then  Auditor  w 
the  Imprests,  for  the  purchase  of  his  office, td 
agreed  to  give  him  4,000/.  for  it.  After  da 
agreement,  he  applied  to  the  lord  Godolpbu. 
then  Lord  Treasurer,  for  his  approbation.  His 
lordship  proposed  to  make  him  Comnnsswift 
of  Customs,  or  Cashier  of  the  Excise,  in  cons* 
deration  of  the  4,000/.  he  was  to  pay  to  Mr. 
Brydges.  But  he  absolutely  refused  the 
and  was  w ith  difficulty  brought  to  accept  u* 
latter  office,  on  so  hard  terms  as  be  thought, 
because  it  w as  to  be  given  during  pleasure  only. 
However,  Wing  persuaded  by  sir  WiIIbju 
Scawen,  whom  he  had  consulted  and  employed 
in  this  matter,  to  rely  on  the  lord  Godo!pi>iB» 
honour,  and  promised,  that  he  should  not  be 
displaced,  he  paid  4,000/.  to  Mr.  Brjdct*. 
Whereupon  Mr.  Mayuwaring  was  made  Audi- 
tor of  the  Imprests.  Mr.  H til,  Cashier  of  lb* 
Excise,  removed  from  that  employment  w b* 
Commissioner  of  the  Customs,  and  Mr.  Men®0 
made  Cashier  of  the  Excise.  By  which  u s 
evident.  That  the  lord  Godulphin  was  nut  odf 
privy  to  this  bargain  and  sale,  but  neg"oated«- 
However,  your  Comiuiskioiiers  examined  Mr. 
Mayuwaring  himself  on  oath,  and  hedepow® 
that  his  loidship  transacted  the  whole  bsD# 
without  his  knowledge,  hut  that  he  heard  a wo 
of  money  \pas  given  to  Mr.  Brydge%  on  ht'rf* 
signing  his  office.  Asa  further  confirmation « 
this,  when  Mr.  Mcritou  was  dismissed  1° 
from  being  Cashier  of  the  Excise,  lie 
strated  to  the  lord  Godnlphiu,  told  hi®  ^ 
could  not  sit  down  with  the  loss  of  4.000/. 
insisted  on  his  lordship’s  promise  of  continue* 
him  in  his  place.  Ilis  lordship  apprehend 
himself  under  au  obligation  to  reimburse 
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as  he  was  pleased  to  say  for  his  own  sake) 
neans  were  found,  on  making  colonel  Sidney, 
Comptroller,  and  Mr.  Pauncefort  Cashier  of  the 
Excise,  to  raise  4,000/.  for  Air.  Mcriton,  by  a 
•ross  sale  of  those  offices. 

“ The  second  instance  relates  to  Mr.  George 
iutchinson,  who  hath  also  declared  on  oath, 
rhat  be  bargained  with  the  lord  Wharton  for 
,000/.  if  he  could  make  him  Register  of  the 
ieiiures ; that  his  lordship  did  accordingly  ob- 
am  that  office  for  him  from  the  lord  Godol- 
)hin,  then  Lord  High  Treasurer;  That,  in  con- 
i deration  thereof,  and  pursuant  to  his  bargain, 
>e  paid  his  iordslup  1,000/.  on  his  admission 
oto  the  place,  which  be  now  enjoys.  We  can- 
lot  dismiss  this  Article,  without  observing  in 
;eneral.  That  the  selling  offices  belonging  to  the 
evenue,  is  not  only  a violation  of  the  law,  and 
i contempt  of  her  majesty's  declarations  in 
:ouncil,  as  hath  been  said,  but  it  may  be  at- 
ended  with  the  greatest  inconveniences,  and 
:very  instance  of  it  will  naturally  produce  some 
irejudice  to  the  public.  For  those  who  sell, 
till  have  more  regard  to  the  sums  they  are  to 
eceive,  than  to  the  qualifications  of  the  persons 
hat  buy.  And  those  who  buy,  will  prefer  the 
:are  of  reimbursing  themselves,  to  that  of  per* 
brmrng  the  duty  of  their  offices.  But  whether 
.'ither  of  these  assertions  have  proved  true,  in 
he  cases  now  mentioned,  your  Commissioners 
in  tend  not  to  affirm.  The  earl  of  Godoiphin 
icing  dead  since  Mr.  Meriton’s  cuse  came  be- 
orc  us,  we  would  not  appear  too  solicitous  in 
ndeavouring  to  prove  this,  or  any  other  in- 
>;ance  of  his  management,  a breach  of  the  high 
rust  reposed  in  him.  Which,  however,  we  can- 
lot  apprehend  a reason  sufficient  for  us  to  con- 
sul facts  from  the  House,  otherwise  deserving 
our  consideration.  We  likewise  forbear  making 
uiy  particular  observations  on  Mr.  Hutchinson’s 
ase ; or  presuming  to  determine,  whether  it  is 
m aggravation  of  it,  that  the  lord  Wharton, 
*ben  he  received  the  sum  above-mentioned, 
va*  a privy  counsellor,  and  enjoyed  other 
daces  of  great  trust  under  her  majesty.  But 
re  must  inform  the  House,  that  Mr.  iiutchin- 
on  did  on  the  10th  of  March  last  (near  five 
nonths  after  the  time  his  deposition  was  taken) 
»me  to  your  Commissioners,  and  presented 
he  following  Narrative  : which  we  lay  before 
'ou,  being  offered  at  his  lordship’s  request,  and 
herefore  we  must  suppose  thought  material. 

4 I never  had  any  acquaintance  with,  or  per- 
sonal knowledge  of  the  Jurd  Wharton,  or  had 
ever  spoken  to  him,  till  I was  advised  by 
a friend  to  apply  to  him  by  the  means  of 
the  lady  Lockhart,  his  lordship’s  sister,  to  I 
whom  I made  my  proposition,  and  a promise 
of  a present,  if  by  her  I could  be  recommended 
io  lord  Wharton  her  brother,  and  by  him  to 
the  Lord  Treasurer  to  have  leave  for  Mr. 
John  Earl,  my  predecessor,  to  resign  his  office 
toipe;  and  when  I was  by  her  ladyship  so 
recommended  to  lord  Wharton,  her  ladyship 
told  me,  that  his  lordship  was  very  unwilling 
to  meddle  with  any  thing  of  that  kind;  and 
that  I must  not  expect  that  bis  lordship  would 
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4 make  any  steps  in  it,  unless  he  found  by  the 

* Lord  Treasurer  thut  I was  very  capable  and 

* fit  for  the  said  employment.— -Whilst  this  af- 

* fair  was  thus  transacting,  the  said  Mr.  John 

* Earl  died,  upon  which  1 told  her  ladyship,  I 
4 coaid  and  would  make  her  ladyship  a better 
‘ present,  if  her  ladyship  could  prevail  that  I 

* might  succeed  the  said  Mr.  John  Earl ; her 

* ladyship  then  gave  me  a letter  of  recommend* 

* ation  to  lord  Wharton,  who  was  then  at  New- 

* Market,  and  when  I came  there,  and  was  in- 
1 t reduced  to  the  Lord  Treasurer,  his  lordship 
4 was  pleased  to  say,  that  for  my  own  sake  and 
4 my  father’s,  and  upon  lord  W burton's  retom- 
‘ menilation,  his  lordship  was  willing  to  prefer 
4 me  to  that  employment.  When  I had  thus 
‘ obtained  his  lordship's  promise,  tbe  lord  Whar- 
4 ton,  being  afterwards  returned  to  town,  told 

* me,  that,  for  some  reasons,  he  did  not  think 

* proper  to  put  the  money  into  her  ladyship’s 
1 hands,  nor  make  the  bills  payable  to  her,  aud 

* directed  me  to  put  the  money  into  a gold- 
4 smith’s  hands,  which  I did,  and  made  the 

* notes  payable  to  myself,  and  endorsed  them ; 
4 and  afterwards  delivered  them  to  a person 
4 his  lordship  (who  was  then  gone  into  the 
4 country)  by  his  letter  appointed  to  receive 

* them.  And  I always  apprehended,  from 

* wl\at  my  friend  said,  who  introduced  me  to 
4 lady  Lockhart,  and  likewise  I had  heard  his 
4 lordship  say,  that  the  present  I made  was  do- 
4 signed  for  the  benefit  and  advantage  of  the 
( lady  Lockhart,  and  her  family,  to  whom  I first 
4 made  (by  ray  friend)  the  proposition  aud 
4 promise  of  it,  and  for  whose  sake  his  lordship 
4 undertook  to  do  me  that  favour.  These  are, 

4 as  far  as  1 can  recollect,  all  the  circumstances 
4 of  the  manner  of  obtaining  tny  office. 

Geo.  Hutchinson.’ 

4 Memorandum. 

4 That  the  above  written  paper  was  drawn 
4 by  the  direction  of  lord  Wharton,  and  several 
4 passages  which  I had  forgot,  and  his  lordship 
4 put  me  in  mind  of,  were  added  at  his  lord- 
4 ship’s  instance ; particularly  that  relating  to 
4 the  lady  Lockhart,  that  the  whole  thousand 
4 pounds  were  paid  to  one  Mr.  Lee  (by  two 
4 500/.  notes)  by  his  lordship’s  order ; that  be- 
4 fore  his  lordship  did  obtain  the  said  employ. 

1 ment  for  me,  I did  acquaint  his  lordship  l 
4 would  give  a thousand  pounds  for  it. 

March  10,  1712-13.  4 Gto.  Hutchinsom.’ 

44  This  Memorandum  prevents  our  Remarks, 
and  though  the  abovewntten  account  supplies 
some  circumstances,  yet  we  think  the  fact 
in  no  sort  essentially  varied  from  the  first  state 
of  it. 

44  As  the  disposal  of  public  Offices  for  mo- 
ney is  not  allowable,  so  neither  ©an  the  exemp- 
tion of  any  of  them  from  the  payment  of  taxes 
imposed  and  specified  by  parliament,  admit  of 
the  least  justification.  However,  a considera- 
ble instance  thereof  bath  also  occurred  to  us. 
Before  the  year  1705,  the  officers  of  tbe  hous- 
hold  within  the  palaces  of  Whitehall  and  St. 
James’s  were  annually  taxed  at  10,686/.  5*.  4 d. 
But  in  that  vear,  the  parliament  taking  it  into 
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consideration,  that  this  tax  wos  too  low,  and 
that  those  oihcers  ought  to  contribute  their 
proportion  towards  carrying  on  the  war,  as 
well  as  the  landed  property  of  England,  it  was 
ndvanced  to  the  sum  of  30,754 l.  6s.  Si.  which 
hath  been  continued  every  year  since.  Some 
time  after,  Mr.  liume,  one  of  the  commission- 
ers for  those  palaces,  being  desired  to  attend 
the  treasury,  brought  from  thence  an  instruc- 
tion, written  in  characters,  which  he  interpret- 
ed Co  be  a rule,  whereby  all  persons  having  ] 
salaries  of  100/.  per  annum,  or  upwards,  should 
be  rated  at  3*.  per  pound ; of  between  100/. 
and  40/.  per  annum  at  2s.  6d.  per  pound,  of 
40/.  per  annum,  and  under,  at  Is.  4 d.  per  1 
pound.  Pursuant  to  which,  a draught  of  an 
assessment,  amounting  only  to  19,403/.  8s.  was 
prepared  and  laid  before  the  Lord  Treasurer  ; 
from  whom  it  was  returned  to  the  commission- 
ers with  a minute  on  the  back  of  the  assess- 
ment-roll, entered  by  Mr.  Taylor  of  the  Trea- 
sury, by  direction  of  his  lordship,  in  these 
words,  v«.  The  commissioners  to  proceed  in  , 
making  the  assessment  accordingly.  An  as- 
sessment was  made  conformable  to  this  minute 
for  that  year,  and  continued  for  the  following 
years,  1706,  1707,  1708,  1709,  1710.  But  the 
commissioners  were  threatened  with  process  in 
the  year  1708,  for  not  raising  the  whole  sum  of 
30,75l/.  6s.  3d.  churgtd  for  the  year  1705,  and 
1706  ; and  they  applied  to  the  late  Lord  Trea- 
surer, who  ordered  a stay  of  it.  On  the  25th 
of  March  1710,  the  arrenr  was  swelled  to  the 
turn  of  56,754/.  Us  3d.  and  the  commissioners 
several  times  urged  his  lordship  to  satisfy  it. 
Which,  however,  was  never  done  during  this 
management  of  the  Treasury.  But  this  matter 
has  been  since  represented  there  with  better 
success.  For  1,000/.  hath  been  actually  paid 
to  the  receiver-general  in  money,  and  a talley 
is  struck  on  tin  for  2,000/.  more,  towards  mak- 
ing good  the  deficiency  ; and  we  have  ground 
to  believe,  that  in  a short  time,  care  will  be 
taken  to  discharge  the  rest. 

“ The  better  to  enable  the  commissioners  to 
rai*e  the  full  sum  of  30,764/.  Cs.  3d.  for  the 
years  171 and  1712,  the  payment  of  several 
large  pension*  have  been  transferred  from  the 
post-office  to  Mr.  Compton's,  which  being  as- 
sessed at  4*.  per  pound,  and  the  other  pensions 
payable  there,  rated  by  the  same  rule  as  the 
rest  of  the  queen's  family  are,  the  assessment 
now  com pl<  tely  answers  the  tux. 

*'  The  obxrvations  arising  from  this  rase  so 
Stated  and  sworn  before  your  commissioners, 
are, That,  of  all  the  deficiencies,  which  have 
happened  in  any  of  the  taxessii.ee  the  Revolu- 
tion, this  we  bel  eve  is  the  only  one,  that  hath 
he*  n openly  allowed  under  colour  of  anv  au- 
thority, but  of  parlinmenr,  ami  *hat  hath  re- 
ceived a sam  tion  from  the  Treasury.  That 
this  rderwis  an  attempt  uj»on  t.l*e  Commons, 
privilege  *»'  nisoig  mouy,  nod  must  either  be 
UtemhM  :o  defraud  the  pul-tic  or  to  deceive 
the  nor*.  If  it  was  to  he  taken  a* 

a su.n  ‘o-  fo  o i iriou  to  justifv  tt  e a—essmeut, 
then  the  g > serum  cm  w as  to  be  defrauded  by 


suppressing  part  of  the  tax.  If  it  was 
then  the  Commissioners  were  decend  fcj 
being  encouraged  to  act  in  obedience  to  a fic- 
titious authority;  whereby  they  subjected ttca* 
selves  to  a prosecution,  and  their  estates  to  u 
extent.  That  the  Lord  Treasurer  was  the  b* 
erson,  who  in  prudence  or  justice  ought  t§ 
ave  consented  to  such  a deficiency,  or  to  Uvr 
assumed  a power  of  comptroliing  an  set  % 
levying  money  ; since,  by  virtue  of  his  «•«, 
lie  was  to  be  entrusted  with  it,  and  tosieill 
possible  means,  that  every  fund  should  anf*r 
the  sum,  for  which  it  was  given  by  parlisatc 
That  the  directing  a stay  of  process  agutf 
the  Commissioners  for  the  arrears,  due  oc  tha 
tax,  as  it  was  an  impediment  to  public  jtsfia, 
and  a vindication  of  this  order,  in  itself  illegal 
and  of  dangerous  consequence ; so  it  » 
continuance  and  an  aggravation  of  tb<  tn 
mismanagement.  That  the  care,  whkfebadi 
been  lately  taken  towards  satisfying  the  pax 
deficiency,  and  to  answer  the  full  tai  for  is* 
future,  is  a plain  condemnation  of  th»  order . 
and  a proof,  that,  if  the  same  endeavour* bid 
been  formerly  used,  there  would  have  b«tn  w 
necessity  (as  is  pretended)  of  complying  *41 
it.  If  this  precedent  had  been  allowed,  tie 
same  indulgence  might,  with  equal  m:* 
have  been  extended  to  any  other  part  ofG.tai* 
Britain. 

“ Your  Commissioners,  in  examining  tbe  k* 
counts  of  her  majesty’s  Great  Wardrobe,  di- 
serve,  That  more  than  two  thirds  of  those  pri- 
sons, who  receive  constant  pay  on  this  esu.- 
lishinent,  were  never  bred  to  the  trades  tho 
pretend  to,  nor  ever  did  any  work  inibeoice 
That  the  master  and  his  deputy,  who 
only  checks  on  the  accounts,  did,  in  ibe 
of  their  servants,  furnish  great  quantity 
goods  at  much  higher  prices  than  they 
have  been  bought  of  tradesmen.  Tw  d* 
money  being  received  from  tbe  treasure 
the  master  and  his  agents  io  gross  sums : 
not  for  any  particular  debt  or  service,  d*** 1 
always  room  left  for  them,  without  comp^ 
to  postpone  others,  and  prefer  themsdtts  B 
the  great  prejudice  of  the  credit  of  the©®* 
That  4,  5.  aud  sometimes  6 per  cent,  is 
the  deputy  by  the  tradesmen,  who  are  ado. : r* 
to  deni  win  this  office,  on  the  receipt  of  d*'1 
money.  Which  is  one  reason,  amongst 
why  the  prices  are  20  or  30,  and  sotned®'  ^ 
per  cent,  dearer  than  those  tradesmen  *<* 1 
have  furnished  their  goods  to  other  coston|ff,» 
as  is  ar  knowledged  by  several  of  them-  ^rt'\ 
practices  are  encouraged  by  the  -• 
passing  the  accounts  of  this  office,  ' 
very  diffe  rent  from  that  of  any  other-  h]> 
if  the  master  be  a peer,  his  declaration  °r 
nour,  if  he  be  not  a peer,  his  or  his  ■ 
o tli  is,  without  producing  any  voucher  ©r  te 
ce»pt,  an  authority  to  the  auditor.  * 
means  are  proper  to  be  taken  for 
lotion  thereof,  is  submitted  by  your  Con.«r.»’ 
sinners. 

**  We  mentioned  in  ot»r  la*t  Rcpir£»  J . 
losses  then  occasioned  by  the  Insolvenc) 
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onds  taken  for  payment  of  her  majesty’s  Cus- 
rus.  But  finding  it  a growing  evil,  and  such 
i,  if  not  remedied,  may  in  time  become  a great 
uninution  of  the  bet  branch  of  the  revenue, 
e think  it  our  duty  ngaiu  to  represent  a state 
them.  There  remained  on  the  Slst  of  Jan., 
r 1-2,  besides  those  delivered  over  to  the 
leen’s  remembrancer ; 
i the  hands  of  the  £.  t.  d. 

Receivers  General,  100,795  15  3 \ 

The  Solicitor,  110,141-  2 11  | 

Total  210,136  18  3 J 

“ This  large  Debt  is  supposed  to  be  eutirely 
>st  to  the  public.  But  whether  it  hath  arisen 
ora  particular  indulgences,  or  from  a general 
eglect  of  prosecuting  the  bonds  when  they  bo- 
nne due,  is  not  easy  to  judge.  The  receiver- 
riierjl  hath  deposed,  That  the  Commissioners 
f Customs  have  not,  since  the  year  1710,  di- 
rcted  biin  to  deliver  over  any  bonds  to  the  soli- 
itor;  which  bath  some  appearance  of  neglect, 
lut  theCommissioners  alledge,  that  they  ordered 
un,and  their  solicitor,  to  w rite  quickening  let- 
ers  to  themerchnuts,  and  to  put  bondsinsuit  as 
hey  became  due.  They  add,  it  is  their  opinion, 
hat  rigorous  prosecutions  might  be  of  more  pre- 
udice  than  service,  and  would  rather  have  in- 
reased  than  lessened  this  debt.  Besides  this 
ot  bearance  of  prosecuting  hazardous  bunds, 
here  bath  been  a neglect  in  receiving  the 
rhule  money  due  on  such  us  wrere  good.  The 
irincipal  sum  59,990/.  due  on  bonds  in  the 
eceiver-general's  hands,  and  the  principal  sum 
f 262,666/.  is.  id.  due  on  bonds  in  the  so- 
citor's  bands,  have  been  paid,  hut  not  with 
merest:  Whereas  the  interest  for  the  first 
tas  computed  the  13th  of  September  last,  at 
’,965/.  Sr.  3d.  And  for  the  second,  the  15th 
if  December  last  at  5,500/.  There  bath  been 
10  reason  offered  to  your  Commissioners,  why 
■0  considerable  a sum  for  interest  should  be  re- 
adied by  the  public.  For  the  receiver-general 
lath  declared  on  oath,  that  the  principal  was 
lot  paid  within  the  time  limited  by  the  act  for 
rontinuing  the  additional  duty  of  tonnage  and 
loundoge,  &c.  nor  upon  any  representation, 
nade  in  favour  of  such  debtors,  by  the  Cum- 
tiissioners  of  the  Customs  to  the  Treasury,  as 
he  act  directs.  Her  majesty's  customs  have 
>eeu  further  prejudiced  by  suflering  the  captains 
if  men  of  war,  contrary  to  their  instructions, 
o lake  merchants  goods  on  board  in  the  ptan- 
atuius,  and  other  remote  places ; for  her  mi- 
esty's  ships  not  being  liable  to  the  same 
-hecques  as  merchant  ships  are,  they  frequently 
and  great  quantities  as  goods  without  paying 
uiy  duty.  This  practice  (which  cannot  ba 
lured  unless  the  captains  be  absolutely  re- 
iiramed  from  carrying  any  sort  of  merchandizes 
vhatsoever)  is  a discouragement  to  the  owners 
if  merchant  ships,  a loss  sometima  of  tlmse 
under  their  convoy,  and  often  a hazard  of  the 
men  of  war  themselves. 

“ Though  the  Land-Revenue  of  the  crown 
in  England,  hath  been  extremely  reduced  by 
the  sale  of  fee-farm  rents,  and  by  many  exor- 


bitant Grants  since  tlte  Revolution ; yet  it  is  qiill 
too  considerable  an  article  to  be  omitted  by 
your  Commissioners ; and  we  tuke  leave  to  re- 
mark, That  we  find  in  our  examination  of  the 
general  incomes  and  issues  of  the  exchequer. 
That  the  sums  there  brought  to  account  of  late 
years  arc  much  smaller  than  would  have  arisen 
even  from  what  remains  of  this  Revenue,  if 
due  care  have  been  taken  by  those  entrusted 
with  the  management  of  it.  For  all  the  pay- 
ments which  have  been  made  on  this  bead,  for 
11  years  last  past,  iu  the  whole  amount  to  but 
30,557 /.  18s.  10 d.  We  are  unable  to  offer 
any  perfect  suae  of  this  Revenue.  Tlte  paper* 
and  rolls  relating  to  it,  Itave  been  kept  iu  so  little 
order  by  tlte  auditors,  and  several  receivers 
are  so  uncertainly  charged,  (some  with  rents, 
which  have  been  lost  or  unknown  for  many 
years,  others  with  such  as  have  been  sold  or 
granted  away)  that  nothing  to  be  relied  on  can 
he  collected  from  the  accounts  as  they  now 
stand.  The  methods  for  the  regulation  and 
collection  of  this  Revenue  are  plainly  laid 
down,  in  several  acts  of  parliament,  and  the 
neglect  of  them  hath  been  the  cause  of  the 
confusion  we  find  in  the  accounts  of  those  con- 
cerned in  it.” 

The  Substance  of  the  Second  Report .]  “ Your 
Commissioners  humbly  hope,  by  w bat  is  offered 
in  the  preceding  Report,  that  they  will  appear 
to  have  taken  some  pains  in  examining  tlte 
accounts  of  the  Army,  which  they  have  ap- 
plied themselves  more  immediately  to,  not  only 
ns  they  were  obliged  to  use  all  possible  endea- 
vours to  detect  any  Irregularities  or  Misma- 
nagements therein,  but  in  order  to  enable 
themselves  to  determine  the  debts  due  from  the 
government  on  this  head.  As  soon  therefore  as 
the  act  passed,  appointing  us  commissioners  for 
that  purpose,  we  directed  the  paymaster-gene- 
ral to  lay  before  us,  States  of  the  several  regi- 
ments under  their  care ; and  in  the  first  place,, 
of  those  which  were  reduced  or  disbanded. 
We  likewise  required  the  colonels  and  agents, 
to  exhibit  accounts  of  all  sums  of  money  re- 
ceived by  them,  for  the  use  of  their  respective 
regiments.  Mr.  Howe,  in  return  to  our  pre- 
cept, brought  in  accounts  of  some  regiments; 
but  in  the  examination  thereof,  we  found  they 
had  reference  to  other  accounts,  (whilst  those 
regiments  were  in  Mr.  Brydges's  pay)  which, 
are  unadjusted.  Mr.  Brvrlges  exhibited  also 
to  us,  some  time  since,  the  state  of  several  re- 
limeuts:  but  alledged  there  were  so,  many 
difficulties  in  their  accounts,  that  he  could  not 
then  settle  the  credit  of  any  one.  The  colo-, 
nds  and  agents  have  returned,  That,  till  the 
credits  of  their  respective  regiments  are  fixed 
and  ascertained  by  the  pay-masters,  they  can- 
not pretend  te  offer  any  accounts.  How- 
ever, we  have  employed  our  time  in  braring 
the  Claims  and  Complaints  of  several  persons 
relating  to  these  accounts,  which,  as  they 
have  been  very  numerous,  so  they  will  facili- 
tate our  examinutions,  when  tbe  pay-master 
shall  be  prepared  to  lay  their  accounts  before 
us,  iu  such  maimer,  as  will  be  a proper  founds- 
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tion  for  as  to  determine  upon.  Mr.  Bridges 
hath  been  frequently  pressed  to  attest  the  cre- 
dit of  the  regiments  under  his  care,  which  are 
the  most  considerable  part  of  the  army  ; But, 
being  unable  to  remove  the  difficulties  first 
eomplaincd  of,  he  hath  lately  delivered  on  oath 
■ paper  entitled,  ‘ Reasons  why  the  accounts 
‘ for  the  regiments  under  the  care  of  payment 

* of  the  lion  James  Brydges  esq.;  pay-master 
‘ general  of  her  majesty’s  forces,  acting  in  con- 
‘ junction  with  the  Allies,  could  not  be  closed 
‘ and  attested,  pursuant  to  the  precepts  of  the 
‘ honourable  tile  commissioners  appointed  by 
' parliament  for  taking,  examining,  and  deler- 
‘ mining  the  debts  due  to  the  army,  &c.  dated 

* March  4,  1719-13.’  Now  whether  these 
Reasuns  are  admitted  as  a justification  of  the 
pay-n)aster  or  otherwise,  your  Commissioners 
apprehend  they  are  a sufficient  proof,  that  it 
was  not  in  their  power  to  proceed  farther  than 
they  have  done.  And  that  if  they  had  pre- 
sumed to  form  any  certificates  on  this  confused 
and  uncertain  state  of  the  accounts  of  the 
army,  they  must  necessarily  have  been  guilty  of 
the  highest  injustice,  as  well  as  a direct  breach 
of  the  act  wliich  constitutes  their  commission. 
For  the  House  will  be  pleased  to  consider,  -they 
are  tied  down  by  that  act  to  determine  only 
according  to  the  establishments.  (Signed) 
George  Lockhart,  Henry  Bertie,  Salwny  Win- 
niogton,  Francis  Annesly,  Thomas  Lister,  Wil- 
liam Shippen,  Henry  (farter." 

Bill  to  continue  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Public  Accounts.]  Mr.  Shippen  having  read 
these  too  Reports  in  his  place,  and  presented 
the  said  Statements  and  Reports  to  theHousr,  t he 
House  resolved  to  take  the  same  into  considera- 
tion the  Saturday  following,  and  ordered  a bill 
to  be  brought  in,  ‘ to  revive  and  continue  the 
Act,  for  taking,  examining  and  stating  the 
Public  Accounts  of  the  kingdom,  anil  also  to 
continue  the  act  for  appointing  commissioners 
to  take,  examine,  and  determine  the  debt  due 
to  the  army,  transport-sen  ice,  and  sick  and 
wounded.’ 

After  the  Addresses  of  thanks  for-  the  Peace, 
and  a vote  for  a Supply,  the  Commons,  in  com- 
plaisance to  the  court,  proceeded  to  the  stig- 
matizing of  those  that  delighted  in  war.  To 
this  end,  Mr.  Shippen  made  a Report  of  misma- 
nagements from  l he  Committee,  to  examine  the 
debts  due  to  the  A i my.  They  passed  a slight 
censure  on  William  Churchill,  a member  of 
their  House,  for  being,  when  a commissioner 
for  sick  and  wounded,  a partner  in  contracis 
relating  to  that  office.  They  also  made  an  at- 
tempt to  fasten  a misdemeanor  on  the  earl  of 
Wharton,  for  taking  1,000/.  of  one  Hutchinson 
for  procuring  him  the  offire  of  register  of  seiz- 
ures in  the  customs,  but  it  was  dropped,  be- 
cause it  was  done  before  the  last  act  of  indem- 
nity. 

The  Peace  proclaimed .]  On  the  28th  of 

April  the  ratifications  of  tnc  Treaties  of  Peace 
and  Commerce  were  exchanged  at  Utrecht  be- 
tween the  ministers  of  Great-Britain  and 
France;  and,  being  brought  to  London,  by  Mr. 
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Ayerst,  chaplain  and  secretary  to  the  earl  rf 
Strafford,  the  queen  ou  the  4th  of  Maj,  the 
same  day  of  the  month  on  which  the  war  bd  ' 
been  proclaimed  eleven  years  before,  signed  i 
Proclamation  for  publishing  the  Peace;  wfed 
was  performed  the  next  day  with  the  mini  ce- 
remonies. The  ratifications  of  the  Titaus 
between  France  and  the  States-General  «ert 
also  to  have  been  exchanged  on  the  Sto  of 
April ; but  upon  an  unexpected  difficulty  than 
the  elector  of  Bavaria's  renuociation  of  tbe 
Spanish  Netherlands  (yielded  to  him  by  be; 
Philip)  which  the  Dutch  ministers  alledjedia 
to  be  in  due  form,  that  exchange  wai  (tar- 
red till  the  12th  of  May, 

Dr.  Sachevercl  desired  to  preach  bfert  tls 
Commons.  1 May  1.  The  Commons  ordered 
“ That  the  Rev.  Dr.  Henry  Sacheim;  be 
desired  to  preach  before  this  House, at  St.  -Mar- 
garet’s Westminster,  the  29th  inslant  (being the 
day  on  w hich  the  nation  commemorate  tbe  Re- 
stormion  of  the  royal  family:)”  which  Vo* 
occasioned  various  speculations  and  refec- 
tions •. 

The  Queen's  Mi  stage  to  the  Comm Mi  rf- 
Sjicctiiig  the  Treaties  of  Peace  and  Comnerct 
May  S.  The  Chancellor  of  the  EicbeijKr 
presented  the  following  Message  from  her  **- 
jesty: 

“ Anne  R. 

“ As  it  is  the  undoubted  prerogative  ef  tbe 
crown  to  make  Peace  and  War,  I haversuM 
the  Treaties  of  Peace  and  Commerce  with 


* *•  The  sentence  of  the  House  of  Lords,  bj 
which  Dr.  Sacheverel  was  forbid  to  preset  is- 
ring  the  space  of  three  years,  expiring  on  the  532 
of  Maicb,  that  day  was  celebrated  in  Loixfcs, 
and  in  several  parts  of  the  kingdom,  with  o- 
traordiimry  rejoicings.  The  Sunday  falloyuc 
In  the  afternoon  the  doctor  preached  the  tnl 
timeat  his  church  of  St.  Saviours,  where  spe5-’ 
multitude  thronged  to  hear  or  at  least  to  lie 
him,  expressing  their  joy  at  his  returning  to  tie 
exercise  of  liis  function.  His  subject  ms  c* 
duty  of  praying  for  our  enemies,  from  St  Lute 
23. 34.  ‘ Father  forgive  them,  for  they 
not  what  they  do.  ’ In  his  sermon  he  on*1 
tacit  but  obuous  parallel  between  his suflrnrp 
and  those  of  Jesus  Christ.  Not  long  after,  is 
House  of  Commons,  to  shew-  their  dislike  o!  ha 
former  prosecution  and  censure,  desired  him  to 
preach  before  them  at  St.  Margaret's  W estmir- 
ster,  on  the  29th  of  May,  being  the  restotaiiM 
day;  ss  hich  he  did,  and  had  the  thanks  otn* 
House  for  his  sermon.  Nor  was  the  cm'1 
backward  in  rewarding  his  late  service : w- 
the  rectorship  of  St.  Andrew's  Holborn,  b«Mi 
ing  vacant,  lie  was  promoted  to  that  rich  «**■ 
fice.”  Tindal. 

“ April  2.  I went  to  Lord  Treasurer's, stub 
where  I found  Dr.  Sacheverel,  who  told  « : “ 
the  bookseller  had  given  him  1001.  /khjj?,*1* 
mon  preached  last  Sunday,  and  intended  u 
print  30,000.  I believe  he  will  be  confonw- 
edly  bit,  and  will  hardly  sell  above  half,”  o’'J‘ 1 
Journal. 
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nee,  which  had  been  signed  by  my  order, 
have  concluded  a Treaty  with  Spain,  which 
be  signed  at  Utrecht,  ns  soon  as  the  Spa- 
i ministers  are  arrived  there. — I determined, 
d the  first,  on  this  extraordinary  occasion, 
communicate  these  Treaties  to  my  purlia* 
it,  and  have  therefore  now  ordered  them  to 
aid  before  this  House.” 
he  Treaty  of  Utrecht  laid  before  the  Par- 
ent.] Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
r presented  to  the  House  (pursuant  to  the 
I Message)  several  Treaties,  with  a List  of 
m,  viz.  a Treaty  of  Peace  and  Friendship 
ween  Great- Britain  and  France  ; a Treaty 
w’ommerre  and  Navigation  between  Great- 
;ruu  and  France;  an  Act  declaring  the  par* 
lars  referred  by  the  9th  Article  ot the  Trea- 
of  Commerce  and  Navigation  between 
•at- Britain  and  France,  to  the  discussion  of 
nmissioner* ; an  Act  explaining  the  general 
ras  of  the  9th  Article  of  the  Treaty  ot'Com- 
re  and  Navigation  between  Gi eat- Britain 
France,  relating  to  the  four  species  except- 
iut  of  the  Tariff  of  166 1 ; a Treaty  of  Peace 
i Friendship  between  Great- Britain  and 
tin ; and  translations  of  the  several  Treaties 
I Acts  above  mentioned. 
iuhstance  oj  the  Treaties.']  By  the  Treaty 
Peace,  the  French  king  was  bound  to  give 
tber  harbour  nor  assistance  to  the  Pretender, 
acknowledged  the  Queen's  title  and  the 
>te*tant  Succession,  as  it  was  sealed  by 
erwl  acts  of  parliament : Dunkirk  was  to  be 
rd,  in  a time  limited,  within  five  months,  after 
ratifications ; but  that  was  not  to  be  begun, 
an  Equivalent  for  it  was  put  into  the  hands 
mnee.  Newfoundland,  Hudson’s- Bay,  and 
Christopher's  were  to  be  given  to  England  ; 
Cape  Breton  was  to  be  left  to  the  French, 
h a liberty  to  dry  their  fish  on  Newfound- 
rl : this  was  the  main  substance  of  the  ar- 
es of  Peace.*  The  Treaty  of  Commerce 
led  a free  trade,  according  to  the  Tariff  in 
year  1664,  excepting  some  commodities, 
t were  subjected  to  a new  Tariff  in  tl»e  year 

44  It  was  observed  ou  these  articles : as  to 
vfoundland.  it  was  thought  that  the  French 
ling  at  Cape  Breton,  instead  of  Placentia, 
ild  be  of  great  advantage  to  them  with  re- 
no  to  the  fishery,  which  is  the  only  tliine 
t make*  settlements  in  those  parts  of  any 
lie  The  English  have  always  pretendr-cf, 
f,  the  first  discovery  of  Newfoundland  b<  ing 
tie  in  Heui  v the  7ili's  tune,  the  tight  to  it 
i in  the  crown  of  England.  The  French  had 
re  given  the  n,  in  king  Charles  the  Isis 
e,  to  fish  there,  paving  tribute,  as  an  uo 
»w  ledgment  of  that  licence : it  is  true,  they 
ned  this  much  further,  during  the  civil  wars; 

! tlus  grew  to  a much  greater  height  in  the 
;n  of  king  Charles  the  2d  : but,  in  king  Wil- 
li's time,  an  act  of  parliament  passed,  as- 
ing  the  right  of  the  crow  n to  Newfoundland, 
mg  open  the  trade  thither  to  all  the  subjects 
Great- Britain,  with  a positive  and  constant 
fusion  of  all  aliens  and  foreigners.”  Burnet. 


1699,  which  was  so  high,  that  it  amounted  to  a 
prohibition : all  the  productions  of  France 
were  to  come  into  England  under  no  other  du- 
ties, but  those  that  were  laid  on  the  same  pro- 
ductions from  other  countries;  and,  wlien  this 
was  settled,  then  commissaries  were  to  be  sen& 
to  London,  to  agree  and  adjust  all  matters  re- 
lating to  trade;  the  Treaty  of  Commerce  with 
Spain  was  not  ytt  finished.  As  for  the  allies, 
Portugal  and  Savoy  were  satisfied ; the  emperor 
was  to  have  the  duchy  of  Mi’an,  the  kingdom  of 
Naples,  arid  the  Spanish  Netherlands:  Sicily 
was  to  be  given  to  the  duke  of  Savoy,  with  the 
title  of  king : and  Sardinia,  with  the  *anie  title, 
was  to  be  given  to  the  elector  of  Bavaria,  in 
lieu  of  his  losses:  the  States  were  to  deliver  up 
Lisle,  and  the  little  places  about  it : and,  be- 
sides the  places  of  which  they  were  already 
possessed,  they  were  to  have  Namur,  Charlerov, 
Luxemburg,  Ypres,  and  Newport : the  king  of 
Prussia  was  to  have  the  Upper  Guelder,  in  Lieu 
of  Orange,  and  the  other  estates,  which  the 
family  had  in  Franche  Corat6.  The  emperor 
was  to  have  time  to  the  1st  of  June,  to  declare 
his  accepting  it. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  8th  and  9th 
Articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Commerce.]  The 
Treaties  being  read,  a day  was  appointed  to 
consider  of  the  Treaty  of  Commerce,  particu- 
larly the  8th  and  9th  Articles ; by  the  eighth 
all  the  subjects  of  Great-Britain  and  France, 
were  to  enjoy,  as  to  all  duties  and  imposition* 
whatever,  the  same  privileges,  which  any  other 
nation,  the  most  favoured,  did  then,  or  shall 
hereafter  enjoy.  By  the  other  Article,  a law 
was  to  be  made  within  two  months  in  Great- 
Britain,  that  no  more  customs  be  paid  for  goods 
brought  from  France  than  what  aie  payable  for 
the  like  goods  imported  from  any  other  country 
in  Europe.  These  were  articles  very  disad- 
vantageous to  England.  During  king  Charles 
the  2nd’*  reign,  our  trade  with  France  was  often 
and  loudly  complained  of,  as  vary  prejudicial 
to  the  nation;  there  was  a commission  ap- 
pointed in  1674,  to  adjust  the  conditions  of  our 
Commerce  with  that  nation;  and  then  it  ap- 
peared, in  a scheme  that  was  prepared  by  very 
able  merchants,  that  wc  lost  every  year  a mil- 
lion ot  motiev  by  our  trade  thither.  This  was 
i hen  so  well  rece  ived,  that  the  scheme  was  en- 
tered into  the  Journals  of  both  Houses  of  par- 
liament, and  into  the  books  of  the  Custom- 
House:  but  the  court  at  that  time  favoured  the 
interests  of  France  so  much,  preferably  to 
their  own,  that  the  trade  went  still  on  till  the 
year  1678,  when  the  parliament  laid,  upon  all 
Fr*  nch  commodities,  such  a duty,  as  amounted 
to  a prohibition,  and  was  to  last  for  3 years,  and 
to  the  end  of  the  next  ses-ion  of  parliament ; at 
the  end  of  tht  3 years,  Charles  called  no  more 
parliaments;  and  that  act  was  repealed  in 
James’s  parliament : bur,  during  the  whole  Inst 
war,  high  duties  were  laid  on  all  the  produc- 
tions and  manufactures  of  France ; which  by 
this  treaty  were  to  be  no  higher  charged,  than 
the  same  productions  from  other  coin  tries.  It 
was  said  that,  if  we  had  been  as  often  beat  by 
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the  French,  u they  hid  been  by  us,  this  would 
have  been  thought  a very  hard  treaty  ; and,  if 
the  articles  of  our  commerce  bad  been  settled, 
before  the  duke  of  Ormond  was  ordered  to  se- 
parate bis  troops  from  the  confederates,  the 
French  could  not  have  pretended  to  draw  us 
into  such  terms,  as  they  had  insisted  on  since 
that  time,  because  we  put  ourselves  into  their 
power.  We  were  engaged  by  our  treaty  with  I 
Portugal,  that  their  wines  should  be  charged  a'l 
third  part  lower  than  the  French  wiues ; but, 
if  the  duties  were,  according  to  this  treaty  of 
commerce,  to  be  made  equal,  then,  considering 
the  difference  of  freight,  which  is  more  than 
double  front  Portugal,  the  French  wines  would 
be  much  clteaper ; and,  tbe  nation  generally 
liking  i hem  belter,  by  this  means  wa  should  not 
only  break  our  treaties  with  Portugal,  but  if 
we  did  n it  take  off  their  wines,  we  must  lose 
their  tritile,  which  was  at  present  the  most  ad- 
vantageous that  we  drove  any  where  : for,  be- 
sirits  a great  vent  of  our  manufactures,  we 
brought  over  yearly  great  returns  of  gold  from 
tlience;  four,  five  and  sit  hundred  thousand 
pounds  a year.  We  had  brought  the  silk  ma- 
nufactures here  to  so  great  perfection,  that 
about  300,000  people  were  maintained  by  it. 
For  carrying  tins  on,  we  brought  great  quanti- 
ties of  silk  from  Italy  and  Turkey,  by  which 
people  in  those  countries  came  to  take  off  as 
great  quantities  of  our  manufactures  : so  that 
our  demand  for  silk  had  opened  good  markets 
for  our  woollen  goods  abroad,  which  must  fail, 
if  our  manufacture  of  silk  at  home  should  be 
lost : which,  if  once  we  gave  a free  vent  for 
silk  stuff's  from  France  among  us,  must  soon  be 
tbe  case ; since  the  cheapness  of  provisions 
and  of  labour  in  France,  would  enable  the 
French  to  undersell  u»,  even  at  our  own  mar- 
kets. Our  linen  and  paper  manufactures 
would  likewise  he  ruined  by  a free  importation 
of  the  same  goods  from  France.  * 

Notwithstanding  all  this,  a motion  was  made 
on  tbe  day  appointed,  May  14,  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  to  make  good  the  8th  and  0th  Articles  of 
the  Treaty  of  Commerce  with  France.  A de- 
bate arose,  which  lasted  till  ten  in  the  evening. 

Mr.  Arthur  Moore , one  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Trade,  and  whose  skill  and  know- 
ledge in  commercial  affairs,  the  British  mi- 
nistry had  chiefly  relied  on  in  drawing  up  the 
Treaty  in  question,  endeavoured  to  shew  the 
great  advantages,  that  would  accrue  to  the  na- 
tion from  a free  trade  with  France;  and  sir 
Janies  B.itemnn,  sir  Thomas  liaimier,  sir  W. 
Wyndham,  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
Mr.  Ward,  Mr.  Shepherd,  and  some  others, 
•poke  on  the  same  side. 

Mr.  Nicholat  Lrehmere^  endeavoured,  on 


• Tindal. 

+ “ A distinguished  lawyer  and  politician. 
By  George  1 he  wus  made  first  Solicitor  and 
then  Attorney  General,  and  finally  advanced 
to  the  peerage  by  the  title  of  baron  Lechmere 
of  Evesham.  The  title,  upon  his  death,  in 
1797,  without  issue, became  extinct.”  Noble's 
Continuation  of  Granger, 
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the  contrary,  to  prove,  that  tbe  trade  *d 
France  would  be  very  prejudicial  ta  j 
woollen,  silk,  and  paper  manufactories,  and 
our  commerce  with  Portugal ; and  be  waswt 
ported,  not  only  by  general  Stanhope,  3 
John  Smith,  Mr.  Nathaniel  Goukl  (an  enuce 
merchant,  formerly  governor  of  tbe  lank 
England)  sir  Peter  King,  sir  Joseph  Jetj 
Mr.  Wortley  Montague,  the  lord  Casiivra.ni 
and  some  others  of  the  Whigs ; bat  also  bj  i 
.George  Newlaud  and  Mr.  Robert  Heysbi 
wbo  had  before  gone  with  the  court. 

Mr.  Moore,  in  order  to  make  good  bis  a 
sertion,  having  enumerated  the  different  it 
of  commodities  of  the  growth  and  manufaca 
of  Great  Britain,  which  the  French  drew  tra 
hence  before  the  two  last  wars,  insinuate 
that  in  nil  probability  they  would  do  the  so 
again  for  the  future,  if  a free  trade  with  taa 
were  set  upon  an  equal  foot. 

Mr.  Gould  answered  him,  that  he  leggi 
the  very  thing  in  question ; and  that,  m 1 
opinion,  the  opening  a free  trade  with  Frasg 
would  rather  be  highly  detrimental  te  the  U 
tion.  To  make  this  out,  Mr.  Gould  ary 
“ Tliat  since  the  Revolution,  the  state  of  04 
inerce  was  entirely  changed  ; and  as  Fr  ci 
had  set  up,  and  very  much  encouraged  ww.il 
manufactures,  nud  made  shift  witnoul  setrt 
goods,  which  they  drew  from  hence ; so  Eg 
fund  had  learned  to  be  without  the  product  1 
France,  by  setting  up  silk  manufacture!  4 
paper  mills;  encouraging  the  making  of  I 
manner  of  toys,  &c.  wbici  saved  and  gum 
vast  sums  of  money  to  the  nation,  and  (tupu 
ed  an  infinite  number  of  artificer*,  wbo  md 
he  reduced  to  beggary,  if  the  importation  1 
French  goods  of  the  same  kind  were  alloaed 
because  the  French  had  their  work  done  i 
less  money,  and  consequently  could  all  :b* 
commodities  cheaper.”  He  addeif,  *•  that  li 
most  valuable  branch  of  our  trade  was  that  I 
Portugal ; the  increase  of  which,  of  late  ytal 
was  mainly  owing  tn  the  great  quantities  1 
wines  that  were  imported  from  thence,  *1 
consumed  in  Great  Britain,  instead  of  Frvnc 
wines,  by  reason  of  the  high  duties  laid  on  tk 
latter.  But,  if  these  dunes  were,  pursaast  I 
the  Treaty  of  Commerce  in  question,  reducs 
and  made  equal  with  those  on  Portugal  "ion 
the  importation  and  consumption  of  the  lata 
would  infallibly  decrease,  and  thereby  ourprt 
fitablc  commerce  to  Portugal  be  ia  danger  w 
being  lost.”  On  tbe  other  baud, 

Sir  WtUiam  Wyndham  took  this  occasoo  I 
reflect  on  tbe  late  ministry,  “ who,  in  bis  og 
mon,  had  let  slip  the -opportunity  of  mating^ 
good  Peace,  when  they  had  it  io  tbeir  po»«t 
but  that  n time  might  come,  and,  be  hopdH 
was  not  far  off,  when  the  mismanagement  (I 
tbe  enemies  to  their  country  should  be  stuanai 
verted  upon.  As  to  our  Portugal  trade,  kj 
said,  that,  that  kingdom  would  ever  baveooc"™ 
sion  for  the  woollen  manufactures  and  theos 
of  England,  and  consequently  be  obliged 
takeoff  great  quantities  from  lienee,  as  tltfl 
did  before  the  year  1703,  even  at  a time 
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court  of  Portugal  had  laid  high  duties  on 
giish  goods  and  merchandizes/’ 

General  Stanhope  made  hereupon  a long 
ech,  wherein,  among  other  things,  he  said, 
"hat  the  affair  now  in  question  was  not  a party 
lines* ; neither  did  it  concern  the  lute  or  the 
sent  ministry,  but  the  whole  British  nation, 

I therefore,  for  his  owu  part,  he  would  freely 
ak  his  thoughts  about  it,  with  the  utmost 
>artiality.  That,  the  Peace  being  made,  it 
i now  preposterous  to  say  any  thing  for  or 
inst  it.  But,  that  as  no  treaty  could  bind 
Commons  of  Great-Britain  to  make  any 
or  deed  against  their  own  interest ; the 
jr  point  to  be  considered  was,  Whether  a 
.k  trade  with  France  would  be  advantageous 
ao  ? And  that,  in  order  to  clear  that  impor- 
t matter,  it  was  necessary  to  consult  the 
xb  ants  and  manufacturers  who  had  present- 
several  petitions  and  representations  about 

This  was  likewise  urged  by 
flr.  John  Smith , who  made  a motion  for  ad- 
ming  the  debate,  and  taking  the  papers  be- 
f them  into  consideration.  But  the  main 
stion  being  put,  was  carried  in  the  affirma- 
■ by  a majority  of  252  voices  against  130. 

. Speaker  having  resumed  the  chair,  sir 
bert  Dolben  made  his  report  from  the 
nmitree,  and,  after  further  debate,  the 
igs,  finding  themselves  over-powered  by  the 
»rt- Party,  most  of  them  went  out  of  the 
jsc  ; and  so  it  was  resolved  by  above  100 
against  12  or  13, 14  That  a Bill  be  brought 
to  make  effectual  the  eighth  and  ninth  Ar- 
ia of  the  Treaty  of  commerce  and  naviga- 
i between  Great-Britain  and  France.”* 

u The  Treaties  of  Peace  and  Commerce 
mg  been  published  in  print,  that  of  Com- 
ce  raised  such  a general  clamour,  as 
keneci  the  whole  nation,  which  before  seem- 

0 hare  been  sunk  into  a lethargy.  Several 
Lletnen,  and  particularly  Mr.  Robert  Wal- 

general  Stanhope,  sir  Theodore  Janssen, 
exerted  themselves,  and  published  several 
•llcnt  pieces,  which  shewed  the  advantages 
le  trade  with  Italy,  Spain,  and  Portugal,  to 
:h  nations  we  constantly  exported  more 

1 we  imported  from  them,  and  brought  the 
uee  in  money ; whereas  a trade  with  France 
Id  be  destructive  of  our  home  manufactures, 

of  our  commerce  with  other  nations. 
\e  things  came  to  be  so  well  understood, 
, even  while  flattering  addresses  were  com- 
:o  court  from  all  parts  of  England,  peti- 
i were  sent  up  from  the  towns  and  counties 
:ern*?d  in  trade,  setliug  forth  the  prejudice 
:h  they  apprehended  from  this  Treaty  of 
imerce.  The  Treaty,  however,  was  to  be 
»<>rted  at  any  rate ; the  persons  concerned 
laking  it,  cither  could  not,  or  would  not. 
he  mistakes  in  it;  and  the  nation  was  to 
jnnvinced,  that  through  their  great  skill  in 
p,  they  bad  made  on  excellent  Treaty  of 
unerce.  To  these  ends  Daniel  de  Foe  was 
hived  ; though,  in  a weekly  paper  pubiish- 
>rn«r  yean  before,  called  the  Review,  he 


Proceeding t on  the  Malt  Bill.]  May  18. 
The  Commons  ordered  several  clauses  to 
be  inserted  in  the  Malt-bill,  and  having  re- 
solved themselves  into  a committee  of  the 
whole  house  upon  the  said  bill,  made  several 
amendments  to  it.  In  this  committee,  the 

had  very  often  condemned  the  French  trade  as 
detrimental  to  this  kingdom.  He  undertook, 
however,  the  cause  now,  and  published  a paper 
thrice  a week,  by  the  title  of  * Mercator,  or 
Commerce  retrieved;  being  Considerations  on 
the  state  of  the  British  trade,  particularly  as  it 
respects  Holland,  Hanover,  and  the  Dutch  bar- 
rier ; the  trade  to  and  from  France ; the  trade 
to  Portugal,  Spain,  and  the  West-Indies,  and 
the  fisheries  of  Newfoundland  and  Nova  Scotia: 
with  other  matters  and  advantages  accruing  to 
Great-Britain  by  the  Treaties  or  Peace  and 
Commerce  lately  concluded  at  Utrecht/  In 
this  paper  he  undertook  to  prove,  that  the  trade 
to  France,  though  contrary  to  all  experience, 
had  always  been  beneficial  to  this  kingdom, 
and  would  be  so  again  upon  the  foot  of  the 
treaty.  Ancf  as  he  had  the  art  of  writing  very 
plausibly,  and  those,  who  employed  him,  and 
furnished  him  with  materials,  had  the  com* 
mand  of  all  public  papers  in  the  Custom-House ; 
he  had  it  in  his  power  to  do  a great  deal  of 
mischief,  especially  amongst  such,  ns  were  un- 
skilled in  trade,  and  at  the  same  time  very  fond 
of  French  wines,  which  it  was  then  a crime  to 
be  against.  Several  ingenious  merchants,  of 
long  experience,  and  well  skilled  in  trade,  join- 
ed together  to  contradict  the  impositions  of  this 
writer  : they  knew  he  had  many  heads  besides 
the  advantages  of  public  papers  to  help  him; 
and  therefore  thought  the  publication  of  a joint 
weekly  paper  the  most  feasible  way  to  confute 
him,  and  set  our  trade  in  a clear  light,  Lecausa 
they  were  sensible  that  it  was  impossible  for 
any  one  man  to  l*e  master  of  so  much  expe- 
rience, as  was  required  to  furnish  materials 
from  so  many  different  branches  of  our  trade, 
as  would  be  touched  upon  in  this  debate.  The 
paper  they  published  was,  in  opposition  to 
Daniel  de  Foe’s  title,  called  ‘ The  British  Mer- 
4 chant,  or  Commerce  preserved,*  and  was  pub- 
lished twice  a week.  The  person,  to  whom  the 
public  was  chiefly  obliged  for  this  paper,  and 
who  had  the  greatest  hand  in  it,  was  Henry 
Martin,  who  was  afterwards  made  inspector- 
general  of  the  exports  ami  imports,  lie  waa 
assisted  by  sir  Charles  Cooke,  merchant,  after- 
wards made  Commissioner  of  Trade;  sir  Theo- 
dore Janssen,  ban.  James  Milner,  Nathaniel 
Toriano,  Joshua  Geo,  Christopher  Ilavnes, 
David  Martin,  merchants;  and  Charles  King, 
who  afterwards  collected  and  reprinted  those 
papers.  Lord  Halifax  and  general  Stanhope, 
liad  likewise  a considerable  share  iu  the  encou* 
raeement  of  this  paper,  which  had  so  great  an 
effect,  that  the  thoughts  of  the  Whigs  about 
commerce,  which,  at  first,  were  represented  ai 
the  result  of  discontent,  and  spirit  of  party,  ap- 
peared to  be  the  universal  sense  of  all  trader*/’ 
Tin  dal. 


I2I51  PARL.  HISTORY,  12  Anne,  1713.— Motion  for  dissolving  the  Union.  [1211 


Scot*  members  represented,  Tliat  the  tax  of 
6d,  per  bushel  of  malt  would  be  an  insupport- 
able burden  to  their  countrymen,  by  reason  of 
the  vast  disproportion  between  the  English  and 
Scots  malt,  both  in  goodness  and  price;  almost 
double  the  quautity  of  Scots  malt,  going  to  the 
making  drink  of  equal  strength  w ith  that  made 
of  English  malt;  and  the  bushel  of  malt  which 
in  London  was  sold  for  8s.  3d.  not  bearing 
above  the  third  part  of  that  price  in  Scotland. 
Upon  this  and  other  considerations,  the  Com- 
mittee were  induced  to  reduce  the  Malt-Tax 
in  Scotland  to  3d.  per  bushel ; but  when  this 
Amendment  was  the  next  day,  together  with 
the  other  Amendments,  reported  to  the  house, 
the  members  of  the  northern  counties  of  Eng- 
land, 8nd  the  principality  of  Wales,  having  for 
the  same  reasons  alledged  by  the  Scots,  insisted 
on  the  like  abatement  of  the  duty  on  malt,  it 
was  ordered,  that  the  Amendment,  and  the 
subsequent  Amendments  be  recommitted. 

May  80.  The  Commons  in  a grand  com- 
mittee, considered  farther  of  the  Malt-bill, 
made  several  Amendments  to  it;  and,  notwith- 
standing all  the  opposition  the  Sopts  and  their 
friends  could  make,  it  was  carried  by  one  sin- 
gle vote  only,  That  the  tax  on  malt  should  be 
laid  equally  in  all  parts  of  Great-Britain.  On 
the  21st  those  Amendments  were  reported  to 
the  house,  and  it  was  again  proposed  that  the 
Scots  Malt  should  pay  but  half  the  duty,  but 
it  was  again  carried  by  a majority  of  139  voices 
against  104  that  the  Bill,  with  the  Amendments, 
be  engrossed. 

May  22.  The  engrossed  bill  was  read  the  3d 
time,  and  passed  by  a majority  of  197  against 
32,  to  the  great  disappointment  of  the  Scots. 

The  Scots  Members  of  both  Houses  hold 
several  private  Meetings,  j The  endeavours  of 
the  Sco  s members  in  the  House  of  Commons 
for  easing  their  countrymen  of  part  of  the  Malt- 
Tax,  having  proved  ineffectual,  they  had  seve- 
ral private  meetings  with  the  Scots  peers  sit- 
ting in  parliament ; and,  luying  aside  all  invi- 
dious distinctions,  consulted  together  how  to 
redress  their  Grievances.  On  the  26th  of  May 
they  deputed  four  of  their  number,  viz.  the 
duke  of  Argyle,  the  earl  of  Marr,  Mr.  Lock- 
hart, and  Mr.  Cockburo,  who,  by  their  order, 
attended  the  queen,  and  by  word  of  mouth, 
humbly  remonstrated  to  her  majesty,  Thut 
their  countrymen  bore  with  great  impatieucc 
the  violation  of  some  Articles  of  the  Act  of 
Union,  and  that  the  laying  such  an  insupport- 
able burden  as  the  Malt-Tax  upon  them,  was 
like  to  raise  their  discontents  to  such  a height, 
as  to  pronipt  them  to  declare  the  Uuion  dis- 
solved.” To  this  unexpected  verbal  remon- 
strance, the  queen  answered,  “ This  was  a pre- 
cipitate resolution,  and  she  wished  they  might 
not  have  reason  to  repent  it ; hut,  however, 
she  would  endeavour  to  make  all  things  easy.” 
The  Scots  members  being  met  again  the  next 
day,  and  their  Deputies  having  made  their  re- 
port of  her  majesty’s  Answer,  it  was  unani- 
mously agreed,  That,  before  they  proceeded 
further,  they  should  lay  their  Grievances  before 
the  House  of  Cords. 


Debate  in  the  Lords  on  a Motion  /or  L 
solving  the  Union.]  Accordingly,  on  (be  S& 
of  May,  after  the  Lords  had  adjourned  w 
Debate  about  the  8th  and  9th  Articles  ot  & 
Treaty  of  Commerce,  the  earl  of  Finlater  made 
a motion  in  the  House  of  Peers,  That  «o®e  dq 
might  be  appointed  to  consider  die  Suit  s 
the  Nation;  whereupou  the  Lords  appointed  to 
1st  of  June,  wheo  all  the  lords 
summoned.  Between  one  and  two, the 4eba 
began,  opened  by 

The  Earl  of  Finlater , who  repreiented 
Grievances  of  the  Scotish  nation,  which  here 
duced  to  four  heads,  viz.  1.  Their  besnga^ 
urived  of  a privy  -council.  2.  The  ■*» 
England,  in  cases  of  treason,  extended  o 
Scotlaud.  3.  Tbe  Scots  peers  being  incaps^ 
of  being  made  peers  of  Great-Britsin,  as  n«s 
adjudged  and  declared  in  the  case  of  tbe  'si 
duke  of  Hamilton.  And  4.  Tbe  Scots  beaj 
subjected  to  the  Malt-tax,  which  would  lx  * 
more  uusupportuble  to  them  now,  in  that  d? 
never  bore  it  during  the  war,  and  bxdrw*^ 
to  reap  and  enjoy  the  benefits  of  Pesce: ex- 
cluding, That,  since  the  Union  between  & 
two  nations  had  uot  those  good  effects  as 
expected  and  hoped  from  it,  when  it  wu  ■** 
he  therefore  moved,  That  leave  might  tept. 
to  bring  in  a Bill  for  dissolving  tbe  said  Caw 
and  securing  the  Protestant  Success  <&  ti 
house  of  Hanover,  the  queen’s  preng*tn<  a 
both  kingdoms,  and  preserving  an  entire  cat* 
and  good  correspondence  between  tbe  w* 
kingdoms. 

This  motion  was  seconded  by  tbe  estl  t 
Marr,  and  opposed  by, 

The  Lord  North  and  Grey,  who  in  a I 
speech,  endeavoured  to  shew  that  the  u®- 
plaints  of  the  Scots  were  groundless,  and 
dissolving  of  the  Union  impracticable,  not 
out  some  reflections  on  the  poverty  d ^ 
Scotish  nation. 

The  Lord  Eglington  allowed  the  Scot® 
nation  to  be  poor,  and  therefore  unable  M Is? 
the  Mnlt-tax. 

The  Lord  North  and  Grey  replied  t® 
insisting,  That  it  was  notbiug  bat  what 
agreed  by  the  Treaty  of  the  Union ; ihf  * 
article  of  which  imported,  that  Scotish  - 
not  be  charged  with  any  Imposition  oo  ®- 
during  the  war  only,  * which  now  - 
end.  , 

The  Earl  of  Isles  confessed  there 
clause;  but  that  the  same  Article uaf*^ri' 
That  seeing  it  could  not  be  supposed, 
parliament  of  Great-Britain  would ererK’  * 
sorts  of  burdens  upon  the  united  kingdocc. 
what  they  should  hnd  of  necessity,  at  tb*1  ^ 
for  the  preservation  and  good  of  the 
and  with  due  regard  to  circumstance  ' 
abilities  of  every  part  of  the  united  Bv®" 
therefore  it  was  agreed,  that  there  shnul  ^ 
further  exemption  insisted  on  for  sflTP* 
the  united  kingdom,  but  that  the  consnk  ^ 
of  any  exemptions  beyond  what  was  *>*1 

* See  Appendix,  p.  clxuvui 
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?reed  on  In  this  treaty,  should  he  left  to  the  case  between  the  Scots  and  the  English  Malt; 
^termination  of  the  parliament  of  Great-Bri-  the  latter  being  worth  3 or  4s.  the  bushel,  the 
tin.  He  urged,  that  when  this  treaty  was  other  not  above  Is. : so  that  if  this  tax  were 
lade,  the  Scots  concluded,  the  parliament  of  collected  in  Scotland,  it  mu*tbe  done  by  a regi- 
ireat-  Britain  would  never  go  about  to  lay  any  nient  of  dragoons.” 

nposition  that  they  had  reason  to  believe  was  Some  other  Scotch  Peers  said,**  That  the 
urdensomc  ; and  having  set  forth  their  inabi-  end  of  the  Union  was  the  cultivating  an  amity 
ty  to  pay  the  Malt-tax,  concluded,  for  the  and  friendship  between  the  two  nations,  but  it 
arl  of  $eatield*s  motion.  was  so  far  from  having  that  effect,  that  they 

The  Earl  of  Peterborough  endeavoured  to  were  sure  the  animosities  between  the  two  na- 
lew  the  impossibility  of  dissolving  the  Union,  turns,  were  much  greater  now  than  before  the 
le  said,  among  other  things,  That  he  had  Uoion.  That  it  might  easily  be  proved  by  many 
eard  the  Union  compared  to  a marriage:  that,  instances,  that  some  persons  agreed  belter  when 
ccording  to  that  notion,  since  it  was  made,  they  tvere  asunder,  than  when  together;  and 
: could  not  be  broke,  being  made  by  the  for  that  reason  they  believed,  H the  Union 
reatest  power  upon  earth.  That,  though  some-  were  dissolved  again,  the  two  nations  would  be 
mes  there  happened  a difference  between  inau  like  to  be  better  friends.” 
nd  wife,  yet  it  did  not  presently  break  the  The  Lord  Chief  Justice  Trevor  made  a re- 
marriage : so,  in  the  like  manner,  though  Eng-  henieut  speech  against  it,  as  a thing  hardly  to 
md,  who,  in  this  national  marriage,  must.be  be  done. 

upposed  to  be  the  husband,  might,  in  some  The  Jjord  Treasurer  (Oxford)  said,  **  That 
isunces,  have  been  unkind  to  the  lady,  yet  the  Earl  ofSeafield’s  motion  was  no  less  strange 
he  ou^bt  not  presently  to  sue  for  a divorce,  the  than  unexpected  ; that  the  Union  being  made 
be  rather  because  she  had  very  much  mended  by  two  distinct  parliaments  of  both  kingdoms, 
ter  fortune  by  this  match  : adding,  that  the  be  did  not  sec  how  it  could  he  dissolved, 
Jnion  was  a contract,  than  which  nothing  now  the  two  nations  were  in  different  cir- 
:ould  be  more  binding.  cumstances  from  what  they  were  in  when 

The  Earl  of  Isla  answered,  That  if  the  it  was  made ; because  the  power  that  made 
LToion  had  the  same  sanction  as  marriage,  it  was  no  more  in  being;  and  nothing 
vhich  was  an  ordinance  of  God,  he  should  be  could  make  it  void,  but  the  power  that  created 
or  observing  it  as  religiously  ns  that,  but  that  it:  concluding,  that  if  the  Sco:s  had  any 
ie  thought  there  was  a great  difference.  grievance  to  complain  of  there  might  be 

The  Earl  of  Peter foroug/ueplied,*4  He  could  some  other  method  thought  to  redress  them, 
sot  tell  how  it  could  be  more  solemn  thnn  it  without  proceeding  to  that  extraordinary  way  of 
*as,  except  they  expected  it  should  have  come  dissolving  the  Union,  which  had  been  made 
down  from  Heaven,  like  the  Ten  Command-  in  so  solemn  a manner,  and  brought  about  with 
neats.  Animadverting,  in  the  conclusion,  so  much  difficulty  at  last,  after  so  many  fruit- 
)n  the  Scots,  as  a people  that  could  never  be  less  attempts  before.” 

satisfied ; that  they  would  have  all  the  ad-  The  Earl  of  Nottingham  represented  the  ad- 
rmotages  of  being  united  to  England,  but  vantages  of  the  Union,  if  the  views  with  which 
would  pay  nothing  by  their  good  will : and  it  was  made,  had  been  steadily  pursued.  He 
that  they  had  more  money  from  England  than  added,  “ That  though  the  twonatious  were  now 
nil  their  estates  amounted  to  in  their  own  in  other  circumstances  than  when  the  Union 
country.”  was  made,  yet  the  same  power  that  was  in  the 

The  Duke  of  Argyle  replied,  in  a warm  two  parliaments  when  they  were  separated  and 
Speech  ; saying,  among  other  things,  **  That  he  distinct,  was  lodged  in  them,  now  they  were 
was  by  some  reflected  on  as  if  be  was  disgusted  consolidated,  and  therefore  if  they  had  power 
and  had  changed  sides,  but  that  he  despised  to  make  it,  they  certainly  had  to  dissolve  it: 
those  persons,  as  much  as  he  undervalued  and  that  lie  knew  not  any  thing  but  what  the 
their  judgments.  That  it  was  true  he  had  a parliament  could  do,  except  destroy  • ng  the 
great  hand  in  making  the  Union:  That  the  present  constitution,  which  he  owned  they  had 
:hief  reason  that  moved  him  to  it  was  the  no  power  to  do.  That  the  inconveniencies  that 
iccuring  the  Protestant  Succession  ; but  that  had  attended  the  Union  could  not  be  foreseen 
he  was  satisfied  that  might  l»e  done  ns  well  now,  till  the  trial  was  made:  and  since  the  Scots, 
if  the  Union  were  dissolved.  That  he  spoke  as  who  were  the  best  judges  of  the  affairs  of  their 
n peer  of  England,  as  well  as  of  Scotland  : that  kingdom,  found  that  it  did  not  answer  the  ends 
l»e  believed  in  his  conscience,  it  was  as  much  proposed,  he  was  for  dissolving  it.” 
for  the  interest  of  England  ns  of  Scotland  to  The  Earl  of  Sunderland  said  to  the  same  - 
have  it  dissolved  ; and  ifit  were  not,  he  did  not  purpose,  * That  though  he  had  a hand  in  making 
expect  long  to  have  either  property  left  in  the  Union,  yet  if  it  had  not  that  good  effect 
Scotland,  or  liberty  in  England.  He  urged,  which  was  expected  from  it,  he  was  likewise  for 
that  the  tax  upon  Malt  in  Scotland  was  as  un-  dissolving  it.” 

equal  (though  the  same  as  in  England)  as  taxing  The  Lord  Viscount  Townshend  said,  “ Ho 
land  by  the  acre,  which  would  be  very  unjust,  was  of  the  same  opinion  | -provided,  neverthc- 
the  land  being  worth  5 or  6/.  per  acre,  here  less,  means  could  be  found  to  secure  the  Pro- 
about  London,  and  not  so  many  shillings  in  test  ant  Succession,  and  therefore  desired  to 
some  parts  of  the  country.  That  this  was  tbe  know  what  security  the  Scots  could  give  fer 
VOL.  VI.  * I 
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that  essential  point,  before  they  proceeded  any  on  bis  father,  be  not  only  vindicated  liim,  bit 
further.0  added,  11  That  the  other  Lord’s  family  »u 

To  this  some  of  the  Scotish  Lords  replied,  hardly  known  in  those  days.” 

**  That  would  appear  when  the  bill  was  brought  The  Malt -Bill parsed.  1 June  i.  TbeLerci 
in;  that  then  it  was  a proper  time  to  shew  read  a second  time  the  Malt-Bdl, and th«* qoev- 
w hat  security  they  could  give;'*  and  therefore  ; tion  being  put,  that  the  same  be  referred  to  > 
moved  that  the  question  might  be  put  imme-  j commit  tee  of  the  whole  House,  the  same  x- 
diately.  Whether  a bill  should  be  brought  in  or  i casioned  a long  debate;  but  after  many  speed® 
not  ? j it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  by  Si 

The  Earl  of  Nottingham  desired,  that  an-  j against  83;  that  is,  by  04  present  and  il 
other  day  might  be  appointed  to  consider  fur-  proxies,  ngain-t  G3  present  and  20  proiin  It 
ther  of  a mntter  of  such  consequence,  that  the  was  observed  that  two  Scotish  peers  were  it- 
Lords  might  be  better  apprized  of  it.  sent  without  leaving  their  proxies,  which  l 

The  Lord  Halifax  declared  also  for  dissolving  they  had,  the  votes  bad  heco  equal.  Tbw 
the  Union,  provided  it  could  be  made  appear  days  after,  the  Lord*  in  a grand  committee  «*• 
that  the  Succession  could  be  secured;  but  yet  sidered  of  the  said  bill,  and,  after  aaarmik* 
desired  that  a further  day  might  be  appointed  bu'e,  that  lasted  till  six  o’clock  in  the  evenwp 
to  consider  of  so  important  a matter.  it  was  carried  that  the  bill  do  pass,  by  amsju- 

Two  Scotish  Lord?,  the  earls  of  Marr,  and  rity  of  64  voices  against  36. 

Loudoun,  who  were  before  for  putting  the  ques-  Prut  at  thereon .]  On  which  occasion  wistf- 

tion,  immediately  declared  themselves  better  tered  the  following  Protest : 
satisfied  by  that  Lord’s  reasons,  and  so  were  “ Dissentient’ 

for  putting  it  off  to  another  time.  There  were  “ Because,  we  apprehend,  that  tbccharpai 

several  other  Speeches  made  both  by  English  Scotland  with  this  Malt-Tax  will  be  a violin 
and  Scotish  Lords,  particularly  by  the  Earls  of  of  the  14th  Article  of  the  Union,  by  wbidnt  * 
Faulett,  Scarborough,  and  Scarsdale:  and  it  is  expressly  provided,  that  Scotland  shall  not  l« 
observable,  that  when  one  of  the  Lords  urged  charged  with  any  Malt-Tax,  during  this  m. 
the  danger  that  England  would  be  in  from  the  And  it  was  not  denied  ; for,  indeed,  it  is  and* 
Pretender,  if  the  Union  were  dissolved,  the  niublc,  that  Peace  with  Spain  is  not  yet  co* 
lord  Townvhend  answered,  He  could  not  tell  eluded,  and  by  construction  of  law  and  map 
what  England  had  to  feu r from  that  or  auy  other  of  parliament,  this  bill  is  to  bereckoneda* 
incident;  and  that  the  Queen,  Lords  and  grant  to  the  crow  and  a charge  upon  the  p«- 
Commons  of  Englaud,  if  all  in  one  interest,  p|«  from  the  first  day  of  this  succession,  tf 
need  fear  no  enemy  in  the  world,  but  which  time,  even  the  Peace  with  France*** 
ought  to  despise  the  Pretender,  and  all  his  not  made. — Sdly,  Because  a great  part  uf  d* 
•bettors.*’  The  duke  of  Argyle  having  occa-  Malt-Tax  is  for  the  satisfying  and  making  up 
•ion  to  mention  the  Pretender,  said,  “ He  deficiency  of  the  Malt-Tax  in  the  year  171!, 
knew  not  what  name  to  call  him  by,  his  name  from  which  Scotland  being  entire)?  free,  « 
being  now  as  uncertain  as  bis  parents:9  but  conceive  it  unjust,  even  though  the Peice  •«« 
the  earl  ofScarsdale  called  him  the  Prince,  or,  concluded,  to  make  that  part  of  the  vid 
added  he,  the  Pretender,  which  you  will.  Upon  kingdom  pay  any  part  of  that  Tax,  which 
the  whole  matter  the  Court-Lords  were  all  expressly  given  (as  appears  by  the  preitnb* 
against  dissolving  the  Union;  and  said,  that  for  this  present  war. — 3d ly,  Because  it  is  by 
thevery  moving  such  a thing  was  dangerous,  aud  the  aforesaid  14th  Article  expressly  ptmM 
might  be  of  ill  consequence,  and  therefore  de-  that  due  consideration  shall  be  had  of  the  or- 
sired  that  such  an  effectual  stop  might  be  put  cumstances  of  Scotland,  when  any  impost 
to  it,  as  that  none  mightofter  at  any  such  thing  or  tax  is  laid  on  it;  and  we  are  fully  persw#3 
again.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Scotish  Lords  that  it  is  impossible  for  Scotland  to 
said,  that  if  the  Union  were  not  dissolved,  their  heavy  a tux,  by  which  it  will  be  liable  to  p»J 
country  would  be  the  most  miserable  under  vastly  more  w hen  the  Pence  shall  be  conclude*) 
Heaven.  The  question  being  put  on  the  Earl  thau  it  did  during  the  war;  whereas  Eo|M 
of  Finlater’s  motion,  the  same  was  carried  in  has  its  burdens  greatlv  diminished. 
the  Negative  by  four  voices,  there  being  34  Somerset,  Marr,  Kortbetk,  Balmerino,  Scirbo- 
Lords  present  on  each  tide,  and  17  proxies  for  rough,  Linlithgow,  Orkney,  Sunderltsd,  F®- 
the  Negative,  and  only  13  for  the  Affirmative,  Utcr,  Isla,  Blentyre,  Greenwich,  Kin®*1' 
It  is  observable  that  the  Lord  Treasurer  having,  Lonsdale,  Eglintoun,  Hosberrie,  Loudoun,  Ejh 
in  the  course  of  this  debate  advanced,  “ Tliat  *yth,  Hume.” 

though  the  Tax  were  laid  it  might  be  afterwards  ' Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Bill  for  ai' 
remitted  by  the  crown,  aud  not  levied  The  ing  effectual  the  8 th  and  9th  Article*  <j  lk 
Earl  of  Sunderland  said,  “ He  w ondered  such  Treaty  of  Commerce.]  June  9.  The  Cos- 
expressions  a»  tended  to  establish  a despotic  mons,  in  a grand  committee,  took  dm  B*ii 

dispensing  poker,  and  arbitrary  government,  - — — 

should  come  from  ^at  noble  lord.”  To  this  the  • “ The  matter  of  the  greatest  coosequ*^ 
Treasurer  answerfl,  “ T hut  his  family  had  in  this  session  was,  the  Bill  for  setth*1!  : 
never  been  for  promoting  and  advising  arbi-  Commerce  with  France,  according  to  ^ 

trary  measure-,  as  others  bad  done  which  ar.d  9th  Articles  of  the  Treaty,  which  hid  brea 

tb«  Earl  of  Sunderland  taking  to  be  a reflection  oidered  by  the  Commons  to  he  brol^** 
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nto  consideration,  sir  Robert  Davers  being  in 
he  chair ; and  heard  Mr.  Cooke,  a merchant, 
rho,  in  behalf  of  the  Levant  Company,  made 
i long  speech ; wherein,  with  great  solidity  of 
casou  and  argument,  he  shewed  how  detri- 
nental  the  opening  a trade  with  France,  would 
le  to  the  British  woollen  and  silk  manufactures, 
md  to  all  the  brunches  of  our  trade.  The 
Merchants  being  withdrawn,  the  Commons 
ook  their  allegations  into  consideration. 

General  Stanhope,  to  corroborate  what  Mr. 
'ooke  had  al lodged,  quoted  the  preamble  of 
in  act  of  parliament,  made  in  the  13th  year  of 
iharles  the  Snd's  reign,  that  runs  thus : “ For. 
ismuch  ns  it  has  been  by  lung  eiperience 
bund,  that  the  importing  of  French  wines, 
irandy,  linen,  silk,  salt,  and  paper,  and  other 
■omtnodities  of  the  growth,  product,  or  manu- 
acturei,  of  the  territories  and  dominions  of  the 

Die  traders  in  the  city  of  London,  and  those  in 
ill  the  other  parts  of  England,  were  alarmed, 
vitli  the  great  prejudice  this  would  bring  on  the 
•hole  nation.  The  Turkey  company,  those 
hat  traded  to  Portugal  and  Italy,  and  all  who 
»ere  concerned  in  the  woollen  and  silk  manu- 
actures,  appeared  before  both  Houses,  and  set 
orth  the  great  mischief,  that  a Commerce  with 
"ranee,  o«  the  foot  of  the  Treaty,  would  bring 
jpon  the  nation  ; while  none  appeared  on  the 
)ther  side,  to  answer  their  arguments,  or  to  set 
orth  the  advantage  of  such  a Commerce.  It 
•vas  manifest,  that  none  of  the  trading  bodies 
rad  been  consulted  in  it ; and  tbe  Commis- 
noners  for  Trade  and  Plantations  had  made  i 
.cry  material  observations  on  the  first  project, 
vhich  was  sent  to  them  for  their  opinion  : and 
iftcrwards,  when  this  present  project  was  form- 
al, it  was  also  transmitted  to  that  board  by  the 
ueen’s  order,  and  they  were  required  to  make 
ictr  remarks  on  it : but  Arthur  Moor,  who 
lad  risen  up  from  being  a footman  without  any 
•ducation,  to  be  a great  dealer  in  trade,  and 
vas  the  person  of  that  board,  in  whom  the  lord 
rcasnrer  confided  most,  moved,  that  they  might 
irst  read  it  every  one  a-part,  and  then  debate 
t;  and  he  desired  to  have  the  first  perusal : so 
le  took  it  away,  and  never  brought  it  back  to 
hem,  but  gave  it  to  the  lord  Bolingbroke,  who 
Jrrit’d  it  to  Paris,  and  there  it  was  settled. 
Hie  bill  was  very  feebly  maintained  by  those 
vho  argued  for  it ; yet  the  majority  went  with 
he  bill  till  the  last  day;  and  then  the  opposi- 
lon  to  it  was  so  strong,  that  the  ministers 
eemed  inclined  to  let  it  fall : but  it  was  not 
hen  known,  whether  this  was  only  a feint,  or 
thether  the  instances  of  the  French  ambassa- 
lor,  and  the  engagements  that  our  ministers 
vere  nnder  to  that  court,  prevailed  for  carrying 
t on.  It  was  brought  to  the  last  step  ; and 
hen  a great  many  of  those,  who  had  hitherto 
;one  along  with  the  court,  broke  from  them  in 
his  matter,  and  bestirred  themselves  so  effec- 
ually,  that  when  it  came  to  the  last  division, 
185  were  for  the  bill,  and  191  were  against  it: 
iy  so  small  a majority,  was  a bill  of  sucb  great 
importance  lost/’  TindaL 


French  king,  Iia9  much  exhausted  the  treasure 
of  this  nation,  lessened  the  value  of  the  native 
commodities  and  manufactures  thereof  and 
caused  great  detriment  to  this  kingdom  in  ge- 
neral : Be  it  therefore  enacted,  &c."  Here- 

upon 

The  Speaker,  supposing  that  Mr.  Stanhope 
had  made  a mistake,  said,  ‘ There  was  no  such 
‘ thing  in  that  act But 

General  Stanhope  insisted,  that  the  clerk 
should  read  the  said  act ; and  his  quota- 
tion appearing  to  be  right,  he,  and  other  mem- 
bers, animadverted  with  some  vehemence  on 
the  Speaker’s  blunder:  At  last  the  debate 

cooled,  and  was  put  o(T  to  the  next  day  ; and 
it  was  resolved,  that  the  Petitioners,  who  bad 
not  yet  been,  should  then  be  heard. 

June  10.  The  Commons  having  resolved 
themselves  into  n grand  committee  upon  the 
Bill,  the  Spanish,  Italian,  and  Portugal  mer- 
chants, and  the  wearers  of  London,  were  aiv 
mittcil  to  be  heard  upon  their  several  Petitions. 
Mr.  Torriano,  who  spoke  in  behalf  nf  the 
Spanish  trade,  having  auimadverted  on  the  8th 
ami  9th  Articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Commerce, 
and  mentioned  the  10th  and  lltb,  as  relating 
to  the  two  former ; some  court  members  were 
offended  at  it,  ami,  after  he  had  done  speaking, 
moved  the  committee,  that  a mark  of  their  dis- 
leasure  might  be  set  on  bim  : But  general 

tanhope,  Mr.  Lechmcre,  sir  Peter  King,  and 
Mr.  John  Smith  said,  “ That  unless  they  gave 
the  Merchants  full  liberty  of  speech,  the  House 
would  never  be  able  to  form  a right  judgment 
on  that  important  affair  ; and  they  hoped,  that 
no  man  should  he  reprimanded,  for  standing  up 
for  the  trade  of  Great  Britain.’’  This,  together 
with  a noble  spirit  that  appeared  in  the  House 
on  behalf  uf  the  Merchants,  by  the  great  num- 
ber of  members,  both  Tory  and  Whig,  who,  all 
at  ouce,  stood  up  to  defend  Mr.Torrinno,  made 
the  courtiers  drop  that  matter;  and  so  Mr. 
Wyat  spoke  fur  the  Italian  merchants ; Mr. 
Milner  for  the  Portugal  trade,  and  col.  Lekeux 
for  tbe  London  weavers.  The  Merchants  be- 
ing withdrawn,  the  Speaker  resumed  the  cliair ; 
and  it  wns  resolved.  That  the  grand  committee 
should,  the  next  day,  consider  further  of  the 
Bill ; and  that  the  other  Petitioners  be  then 
heard.  It  was  also  ordered.  That  tbe  minutes 
of  the  Levant  company,  and  all  memorials,  pe- 
titions, representations,  schemes  of  trade,  and 
papers  relating  thereto,  that  were  either  before 
the  Commissioners  of  Trade  and  Plantations, 
or  before  the  Commissioners  of  the  Customs, 
relating  to  the  trade  between  England  and 
France,  be  laid  before  the  Uoase. 

June  11.  The  grand  Committee  beard  several 
petitioners,  and  reaj  many  petitions,  and  other 
papers : And,  two  days  after,  a clause  was  or- 
dered to  be  inserted  in  the  bill,  declaring, 
“ That  the  privileges,  liberties,  and  immunities, 
as  to  all  duties,  impositions,  or  customs,  relating 
to  commerce,  or  to  any  other  right  whatsoever, 
that  had  been,  or  might  be  granted  by  France, 
with  respect  to  the  subjects,  goods,  or  mer- 
chandises of  any  foreign  nation,  should  be  va> 
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derstood  to  extend  as  well  to  the  four  species 
of  goods,  excepted  in  the  9th  Article  from 
the  Tariff  of  1664,  as  to  ail  other  mer- 
chandises whatsoever,  imported  into  France 
by  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain.”  Then  the 
Commons,  in  a grand  committee,  made  a fur- 
ther progress  in  the  bill,  and  went  through  it 
on  the  15th  of  June.  Three  day*>  after,  sir 
Robert  Davers  reported  the  amendments  made 
to  the  hill : which,  with  some  others,  were 
agreed  to  by  the  House.  Then  a motion  be- 
ing made,  that  the  hill  be  ingrossed,  the  same 
occasioned  a warm  debate,  from  three  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  till  near  11  at  night.  Gene- 
ral Stanhope,  sir  Peter  King,  Mr.  Gould,  Mr. 
Hampden,  and  some  others,  shewed  the  disad- 
vantage of  an  open  trade  with  France,  upon 
the  foot  of  the  last  Treaty  of  Commerce : And 
the  member  that  spoke  most  in  favour  of  the 
bill,  was  the  same  who  had  been  chiefly  im- 
tiloyed  in  that  treaty,  viz.  Mr.  Arthur  Moore  ; 
but  some  of  his  arguments  being  strained,  and 
precarious,  the  majority  even  of  his  own  party 
pdhered  to  the  opinion  of 

Sir  Thomas  Haunter, , w ho  made  a long  and 
elaborate  speech;  wherein,  among  other  things, 
be  said,  That  before  lie  had  fully  examined  the 
affair  in  question,  he  had  given  his  vote  for  the 
bringing  m the  bill ; but,  that  having  after- 
wards maturely  weighed  aud  considered  the 
allegations  of  the  traders  and  manufacturers,  in 
their  several  petitions  and  representations,  he 
was  convinced,  that  the  passing  of  it,  would  be 
of  great  prejudice  to  the  woollen  and  silk  ma- 
nufacturers of  this  kingdom,  consequently  in- 
crease the  number  of  the  poor,  and,  in  the 
end,  affect  the  land.  That  while  he  had  the 
honour  to  sit  in  that  House,  he  would  never 
be  blindly  led  by  any  ministry  ; neither,  on 
the  other  hand,  was  he  biassed  by  what  might 
weigh  with  some  men,  viz.  the  bar  of  losing 
their  elections  ; But  that  the  principles  upon 
which  he  acted,  were  the  i<  tercst  of  hi*  coun- 
ty and  the  conviction  of  his  judgment ; and 
upon  these  two  considerations  alone,  lie  was 
against  the  b II. 

Tins  speech  made  a great  impression  on 
many  of  the  members;  and  Mr.  Aislabie,  one 
of  the  lords  commissioners  of  the  Admiralty, 
and  Mr.  Francis  Anntsly,  one  of  the  commis- 
sioners ol  the  Public  Accounts,  having  spoke 
ftUo  against  the  bill;  the  question,  whether  it 
should  be  ingrossed,  was,  at  last,  carried  in  the 
negative,  by  a majority  of  194  voices,  against 
>86.* 


# “ It  was  observed,  that  of  the  four  mem- 
bers for  the  city  of  London,  one  only,  sir 
William  Withers,  voted  for  the  bill ; and  that 
air  Richard  lioare,  then  lord  mayor,  sir  George 
Newland,  and  sir  John  Cass,  voted  against  it; 
ns  did  also  the  two  members  for  Westminster, 
Mr.  Medlicot,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Cross.  On 
the  other  hand,  it  was  given  out,  that  the  Lord 
Treasurer,  foreseeing  the  ill  effects  of  passing 
such  a bill  at  this  juncture,  wrote,  the  night 
before,  a Letter  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 


The  Queens  Answer  concerning  the  Lqvxr c- 
lent for  Dunkirk.]  June  19.  The  Chancek 
lor  of  the  Exchequer  acquainted  the  lluu«c 
Thar  their  Address  having  been  prevented  ta 
the  Queen  for  an  Account  to  be  laid  betove  the 
House,  what  Equivalent  was  given  to  the  mo* 
Christian  king  for  the  demolition  of  Dunkirk, 
and  in  case  the  Equivalent  was  not  compiled 
with,  what  was  stipulated  relating  tu  Dunkirk: 
Her  majesty  had  been  pleased  to  comma:.: 
him  to  acquaint  this  House,  “ That,  in  pom» 
ance  of  the  Treaties,  ns  well  between  her  aa- 
jesty  and  the  most  Christian  king,  as  betwrea 
that  king  and  the  States  General,  the  Equivilnt 
which  was  to  he  given  for  the  demolition  o? 
Dunkirk,  was  already  in  the  hands  of  ha  nos 
Christian  majesty.” 

Address  relating  to  the  Towns  held  by  tie  i 
Dutch  Troops  in  Flanders.]  June  27.  Tb« 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  acquainted  the 
Commons*  That  pursuant  to  their  Address  fcr 
an  Account,  what  her  majesty  bud  stipoitiM 
for  the  Trade  of  Great  Britain  in  FUnders,  aai 
how  the  same  was  to  be  secured,  her  aajesj 
had  commanded  the  Report  of  her  Coo>ni> 
f loners  of  Trade,  about  that  matter,  tu  be  lad  ! 
before  this  House.  And  he  presented  de- 
laine accordingly;  which  being  read,  it  •**  | 
resolved  to  address  her  uiaiesty,  •*  That  i 
w ould  be  pleased  to  take  care,  (bat  the  lo*’- 
in  Flanders  in  her  majesty’s  possession,  bet*:  i 
evacuated  till  those  who  are  to  have  the  v*r 
reignty  of  the  Spanish  Netherlands,  agree  j’ 
such  articles  for  regulating  of  trade,  as  a * j 
put  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain  upon  & 
equal  foot  with  those  of  any  other  natf*/ 
To  which  Address  the  queeu  made  a ter/  fr> 
cious  Answer,  agreeable  to  the  desire  ol  dx 
House. 

Address  of  Thanh  for  the  Treaties  f Pffft 
and  Cmnnteree.]  June  25.  Sir  Thomas  Hawse?  ’ 
moved,  “ That  nn  Address  be  presenteu  toi*? 
majesty,  returning  her  majesty  ihe  bwHittf 
Thanks  of  this  House,  for  the  great  care  & 
has  taken  of  the  security  and  honour  ot  iff 
kingdoms  in  the  Treaty  of  Peace;  and  also  iff 
what  she  has  done  in  the  Treaty  of  Cotaaent 
with  France,  by  laying  so  good  a fooodstns 
for  the  interests  of  her  people  in  trade;  nid 
humbly  to  desire  her  majesty,  that  sbeaos* 
be  pleased  to  appoint  Commissaries  to  tre^ 


Commons,  desiring  him  to  use  h'5  ink**1  w 
make  it  drop ; which  step  he  might,  proba- 
bly, be  induced  to  take,  from  the  oppiff® 
the  bill  was  like  to  meet  with  iu  the  House  v’ 
Lords  : where,  that  very  afternoon,  the 
of  Anglesey  and  Abingdon,  and  some  other 
peers,  lmd  declared  against  it : However,  so®* 
suspected  either  die  reality,  or  true  design  ot 
such  a letter  : because  most  of  the  court,  wd 
Scotch  members,  voted  for  the  bill.  Be  tte* 
as  it  will,  the  London  drapers,  mercers,  aid 
weavers,  were  oveijoyed  at  the  rejecting  of  the 
bill;  and,  on  Friday  night,  the  19th  of  Jute, 
expressed  their  satisfaction  by  boo-firts 
illumination*.”  Boyer. 
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*itli  Commissaries' on  the  part  of  France,  for 
idjustiug  such  matters  as  shall  be  necessary  to 
x?  settled  in  the  Treaty  of  Commerce  between 
ler  majesty  and  France,  that  the  Treaty  may 
*c  so  explained  and  perfected,  that  an  entire 
chetne  of  trade  may  he  settled,  for  the  making 
ifectual  her  majesty’s  gracious  intentions  for 
l*e  good  and  welfare  of  her  people.’'  The 
louse  being  very  thin,  aud  many  of  the 
members  who  voted  against  the  Bill  above- 
nentioned,  and  who  did  not  expect  such  a 
notion,  being  absent,  the  question  was  carried 
n the  affirmative  by  a majority  of  15G  voices 
igainst  72.  After  a Committee  for  drawing 
ip  the  Address  had  been  appointed,  general 
tanhope  made  a motion,  and  the  question  was 
»ot,  “ That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  said 
Committee,  that  they  do  represent  in  the  said 
iddress,  the  sense  of  this  House,  That  her  ma- 
esty’s  Commissaries,  who  are  to  treat  of  the 
omtnerce  between  Great  Britain  and  France, 
hail  insist,  that  liberty  be  given  to  her  majes- 
y’s  subjects  to  trade  to  all  the  ports  in  the 
Tench  king*s  dominions:"  But  the  previous 
|uestion  being  put,  That  that  question  be  now 
rut,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  next  day  sir  Thomas  Hanmer  reported 
he  Address  of  Thanks,  which  was  agreed  to 
is  follow*  : 

M Most  gracious  Sovereign ; 

u We  your  majesty’s  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
objects,  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  par- 
i ament  assembled,  having,  at  the  opening  this 
ession,  congratulated  your  majesty  upon  the 
conclusion  of  a Peace,  find  ourselves  now  under 
iqual  obligations  of  duty,  to  express  our  th&nk- 
iilness  to  your  majesty,  since  we  have  been 
icquainted  with  the  conditions  and  terms  of 
t;  which  by  your  great  wisdom  hare  been 
Kocured,  and  by  your  gracious  condescension 
lave  been  communicated  to  us ; your  majesty’s 
extensive  care  hath  not  only  provided  for  the 
ecurity,  but  the  honour  of  your  kingdoms  ;• 
ind  we  should  he  wanting  in  concern  for  both, 
f we  should  omit  our  just  acknow  ledgments  for 
he  particular  regards  which  your  majesty  in 
bis,  as  well  us  in  other  instances,  hath  shewn 
o them. — The  good  foundation  your  majesty 
uth  laid  for  the  interest  of  your  people  in 
rade,  by  what  you  have  done  m the  Treaty  of 
Navigation  and  Commerce  with  France,  gives 
is  hopes  of  seeing  it  yet  further  improved  to 
he  advantage  of  your  kingdoms;  and  we  make 
t our  humble  request  to  your  majesty,  that 
to u will  be  pieasea  to  appoint  Commissaries  to 
reat  with  those  of  France,  for  the  adjusting 
uch  matters  as  are  still  necessary  to  be  set- 
Jed  ; and  that  you  will  give  such  orders  for  the 
lerfecting  the  said  Treaty,  and  explaining  the 
evcral  parts  of  it,  that  an  entire  scheme  of 
rade  may  he  framed  between  Great  Britain 
ind  France,  which  may  fully  answer,  and  make 
dTectual  your  majesty’s  grariotis  intentions  for 
he  good  and  welfare  of  your  people.” 

The  Queen's  Answer.]  To  which  the  queen 
;%vt  this  Answer : 
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u Gentlemen; 

“ I thank  you  most  heartily  for  this  Address, 
which  so  fuUy  expresses  your  approbation  of 
the  Treaties  of  Peace  and  Commerce  with 
France. — It  was  with  no  small  difficulty  that 
so  great  advantages  in  trade  were  obtained  for 
my  subjects,  and  I will  readily  comply  with 
your  deai  ts,  in  continuing  my  uimost  care  to 
secure  the  benefits  I have  stipulated  for  my 
people." 

This  Answer  surprized  man  v of  the  members, 
such  especially  who  readily  went  into  the  Ad- 
dress with  no  other  intention,  than  to  shew 
their  approbation  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  ab- 
stracted from  the  Treaty  of  Commerce.  How- 
ever, the  Speaker  having  early  the  next  day  re- 
ported the  said  Answer  to  a very  thin  House,  it 
was  resolved,  nem.  con.  “ That  the  humble 
Thanks  of  the  House  be  returned  to  her  ma- 
jesty, for  her  most  gracious  Answer  to  tbe  Ad- 
dress of  this  House." 

This  was  all  that  passed  this  session  with  re- 
lation to  Peace.  It  was  once  apprehended, 
that  the  ministers  would  have  moved  lor  an 
Act,  or  at  least  for  an  Address,  approving  the 
Peace,  hut  no  such  motion  w as  made.* 

* Burnet  says,  that,  if  such  a motion  had 
been  made,  he  would  have  spoken  the  following 
•Speech,  being  the  only  one  he  ever  prepared  be- 
forehand. winch  he  has  inserted  in  his  History, 
in  order  to  deliver  down  to  posterity  his  thoughts 
of  this  great  transaction : 

“JVly  lords;  this  matter  now  before  you,  as  it 
is  of  the  greatest  importance,  so  it  may  he  seen 
in  very  different  lights;  I will  uot  meddle  with 
the  political  view  of  it : I leave  that  to  persons, 
who  can  judge  and  speak  of  it  much  better 
than  I can  ; I will  only  offer  to  y*»u  what  ap- 
pears to  me,  when  I consider  it,  with  relation 
to  the  rules  of  morality  and  religion  ; in  this 
1 am  sure  I act  within  my  proper  sphere. 
Some  things  stick  so  with  me,  that  1 could 
have  no  quiet  m my  conscience,  nor  think  I 
had  answered  the  duty  ot  my  function,  if  I did 
not  make  use  of  the  freedom  of  speech,  that 
our  consiitution  and  the  privileges  of  this  House 
allow  me : I am  the  more  encouraged  U»  do 
this,  because  the  bringing  those  of  our  order 
into  publ.c  councils,  in  which  we  have  now 
such  a share,  was  originally  intended  for  this 
very  end,  that  we  should  oH'er  such  considera- 
tions, ns  arise  from  the  mb  s of  our  holy  reli- 
ion  : in  alt  matters  that  may  come  before  us. 
n the  opening  my  sense  of  things,  I may  be 
forced  to  use  some  words,  that  may  perhaps 
appear  severe : T cannot  help  it,  if  the  nature 
of  these  affairs  is  such,  that  1 cannot  speak 
plainly  of  them,  in  a softer  strain;  1 intend 
not  to  reflect  on  any  person  : and  1 am  sure  I 
have  such  a profound  tespect  for  the  queen, 
that  no  part  of  wh  -l  I may  say.  can  be  under* 
stood  to  reflect  on  her  in  any  sli  -rt : her  mu  n. 
th ins  are  no  doubt,  as  she  declares  them  to  he, 
all  for  the  good  and  happiness  of  hi  r people ; 
hut  it  is  not  to  he  supposed,  ihar  she  can  read 
long  treaties,  or  carry  the  articles  of  them  in 


PARL.  HISTORY,  12  Annr,  1713. — Debit  qf  the  Ckil  Litt. 


The  Queen's  Message  concerning  the  Debts  of 
the  Civil  List.]  June  2b.  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  presented  the  following  Message 
from  her  Majesty : 

“ Her  majesty  thinks  fit  to  acquaint  her  loyal 
House  of  Commons  with  the  difficulties,  which 


in  a particular  manner  she  lies  under  talk 
Debts  contracted  in  her  civil  govemioen:,  * 
casioned  by  several  extraordinary  npeoai 
formerly  incurred  ; so  that  her  majesty  tinea 
herself  obliged  in  justice  to  many  creditors  b 
order  an  Estimate  to  be  laid  belore  this  Heat 


her  memory  ; so,  if  tilings  have  been  either 
concealed  from  her,  or  misrepresented  to  her, 
‘ She  can  do  no  wrong,’ and  if  any  such  thing 
has  been  done,  we  know  on  whom  our  con- 
stitution lays  the  blame. 

“ The  treaties  that  were  made  some  years 
ago  with  our  allies  nre  in  print ; both  the  Grand 
Alliance,  and  some  subsequent  ones  : we  see 
many  things  in  these,  that  are  not  provided 
for  by  this  peace  ; it  was  in  particular  stipu- 
lated, that  no  peace  should  be  treated,  much 
less  concluded,  without  the  consent  of  the 
allies.  But  before  I make  any  observations  on 
this,  I must  desire  you  will  consider  how  sacred 
a thing  the  public  faith,  that  is  engaged  in 
treaties  and  alliances,  should  be  esteemed. 

*'  I hope,  I need  not  tell  you,  that  even  hea- 
then nations  valued  themselves  upon  their  fi- 
delity, in  a punctual  observing  of  all  iheirtirea- 
ties,  and  with  how  much  infimy  they  branded 
the  violation  of  them  ; if  we  consider  that 
which  revealed  religion  teaches  us  to  know, 
that  man  was  made  after  the  image  of  God,  the 
God  of  all  truth,  as  tve  know  who  is  the  father 
of  lies;  ‘ God  hates  the  deceitful  man,  in 
whose  mouth  there  is  no  faithfulness.’  In  that 
less  perfect  religion  of  the  Jews,  when  the  Gi- 
beonites  bad,  by  afrandulent  proceeding,  drawn 
Joshua  and  the  Israelites  into  a league  with 
them;  it  was  sacredly  observed;  and  the  vio- 
lation of  it,  some  ages  after,  was  severely  pu- 
nished. And,  when  the  last  of  the  kings  of 
Judah  shook  off  the  fidelity,  to  which  he  hod 
bound  himself  to  the  king  of  Babylon,  the  pro- 
phet thereupon  said  with  indignation,  ‘ Shall 
lie  break  the  oath  of  God,  and  prosper?'  The 
swearing  deceitfully  is  one  of  the  worst  charac- 
ters ; and  ‘ He  who  swears  to  his  own  hurt, 
and  changes  not,  is  among  the  best.  It  is  a 
maxim  of  the  wisest  of  kings,  that,  ‘ the  throne 
is  established  in  righteousne-s.’  Treaties  are  of 
the  nature  of  oaths ; and,  when  an  oath  is  ask- 
ed to  confirm  a treaty,  it  is  never  denied. 
The  best  account  that  I can  give  of  the  disuse 
of  adding  that  sacred  seal  to  treaties  is  this. 

“ The  Popes  had  for  some  ages  possessed 
themselves  of  a power,  to  which  they  had  of- 
ten recourse,  of  dissolving  the  faith  ol  treaties, 
and  the  obligation  of  oaths ; the  famous  bnt  fatal 
story  of  Ladtslaus,  king  of  Hungary  ; breaking 
his  faith  to  Amurath  the  Turk  by  virtue  of  a 
papal  dispensation,  is  well  known.  One  of  the 
last  public  acts  of  this  sort,  was  when  pope 
Clement  the  seventh  absolved  Francis  the  first 
from  the  treaty  made  and  sworn  to  at  Madrid 
yvhile  he  was  a prisoner  there  : the  severe  re- 
venge that  Charles  the  fifth  took  of  this,  in  the 
sack  of  Rome,  and  in  keeping  that  pope  for 
some  months  a prisoner,  has  made  popes  more 
«u4tious  since  that  time,  than  they  were  for- 


merly : this  also  drew  such  heavy  but  j«s  re 
proaclies,  on  the  papacy,  from  the  reliraat 
that  some  stop  seems  now  to  be  put  tosochbire 
faced  protection  of  perjury.  But  the  Lite  tig 
told  me,  that  he  understood  from  the  Ceram 
protestaot  princes,  that  they  believed  die  e» 
lessors  of  popish  princes  had  faculties  frooiRaa 
fordoing  this  as  effectually,  though  more  seem- 
ly : he  added,  that  they  . knew  it  went  in 
maxim  among  popish  princes,  that  then  »«i 
and  faith  bound  them  as  they  were  men, 
members  of  society ; but  that  their  oaths,  Icq 
acts  of  religion,  were  subject  tu  the  dutches  * 
tlieir  confessors ; and  that  they,  apprebtoAst 
this, did  in  all  their  treaties  with  the  pnore  : 
that  religion,  depend  upon  their  honour,  hit 
never  asked  the  confirmation  ol  aooath,*bd 
had  been  the  practice  of  former  agts.  Tlxprs- 
testants  of  France  thought  they  had  gained  w 
additional  security,  for  observing  the  edict  i 
Nantes,  when  the  swearing  to  observe  it 
made  a part  of  the  coronation  oath;  but  a * 
probable,  this  very  thing  undermined  sad  res 
ed  it. 

“ Grotius,  Puffendorf,  and  others  who  lit 
wrote  of  the  law  of  nations,  lay  this  down  hr  ‘ 
rule,  that  the  nature  of  a treaty,  and  the  or 
that  arises  out  of  it,  is  nut  altered  by  the  liiuq, 
or  not  having  an  oath  ; the  oath  serves  ooljn 
heighten  the  obligation.  They  do  sl»  sgra  H 
this,  that  confederacies  do  not  bind  states,  '■ 
carry  on  a war  to  their  utter  ruin;  hot,  ds 


princes  and  states  arc  bound  to  use  then*' 
most  efforts  in  maintaining  them : and  it » 
agreed  by  all,  who  have  treated  ol  these  mi- 
ters, that  the  common  enemy,  bj  ofeuc  n 
any  one  confederate  all  Ins  pretensions,  runs- 
justify  bis  departing  from  the  confederacy;  «■ 
cause  it  was  entered  into  with  that  vie*,  a*1 
all  the  pretensions,  upon  which  the  ran®*" 
racy  was  made,  should  be  insisted  on,«de 
parted  from,  by  common  consent. 

“ It  is  true,  that  in  confederacies,  where*-- 
lies  are  bound  to  the  performance  of  sevtrelx'- 
ticles,  as  to  their  quotas  or  shares,  if  as.1  * 
fails  in  the  part  he  was  bound  tu,  the  othrrtur- 
federates  have  a right  to  demand  a reparit* 
for  his  non-performance : but,  even  in  that  a*- 
allies  are  to  act  as  friends,  by  uiakine » us- 
ances for  what  could  not  be  helped,  and  Mt® 
enemies  by  taking  advantages,  on  design  w A-1- 
engage  them  from  their  allies.  It  u 
allies  forfeit  their  right  to  the  alliance,  il 
do  not  perform  their  part ; hut  tbs  fad  err 
be  evident,  and  an  expostulation  must  be51^ 

made:  and  if,  upon  satisfaction  demanded.  ■ 

is  not  giveo,  then  a protestation  should  beta*4 
of  such  nou- performance ; and  the  rest  of  it* 
confederates  are  at  liberty,  as  to  him  *h® 
on  his  part:  these  are  reckoned  among  twof 
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made  that  impracticable  j therefore  her  ma- 
jet,  hopes  that  this  House  of  Commons,  which 
on  all  occasions  hare  shewn  themselres  so  well 
affected  to  her,  will  not  be  unwilling  to  em- 
power her  M raise  such  a sun,  of  money  on  . 
Cml  List  I'  until,  ns  may  enable  her  to  dis- 
charge the  debts,  ami  settle  the  espeoce  to  £ 
regularly  paid  for  the  future.  F “ 

‘‘Kensington,  June  25, 1713.”* 

tl!  i.111  Account  of  those  Debt,  re- 
yecled.]  fhis  Message  having  been  read  b* 
the  speaker;  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
t \°  tbe  Hou,e  a"  Estimate  ofri“ 

Debts  which  were  owing  to  the  several  heart, 
of  expence  for  ber  majesty’s  Civil  G^ernmenl 
at  or  about  Midsummer  1710,  which  hein-  read 
tt  was  resolved  to  consider  of  the  said  Messwa 
the  next  day,  m a committee  of  the  whMe 

!>0Pe  thjs  house  will  not  bring  upon 
themselves,  and  the  nation,  the  blame  nod  gmlc 
of  approving  that,  which  seems  to  be  much 

hXej?t  rCenS'ir“b,e:  t*le  reproach  that  may 
belongto  this  treaty,  and  the  judgments  of  Go/, 
that  may  follow  on  it,  are  now  what  a few  only 

^hfna°nrer“e1  ‘n-  A "ational  "PP'ohation  is  a 
thing  of  another  nature;  the  public  breach  of 
faith,  in  the  attack  that  was  made  on  the 
Smyrna  fleet  40  years  ago,  brought  a great  load 
of  infamy  on  those,  who  advised  and  directed 
it : but  they  were  more  modest  than  to  ask  a 
public  approbation  of  so  opprobrious  a fact : it 
lay  on  a lew  ; and  the  nation  was  not  drawn 
in  to  a share  in  the  guilt  of  that,  which  was 
then  universally  detested,  though  it  was  passed 
over  in  silence:  it  seems  enough,  if  not  too 
much,  to  be  silent  on  such  an  occasion.  I can 
carry  my  compliances  no  further.” 

• “ The  House  of  Commons  was,  as  to  all 
other  things,  except  the  affair  of  commerce,  so 
entirely  m the  bands  of  the  ministers,  that  they 
ventured  on  a new  demand  of  a very  extraor- 
dinary nature,  which  was  made  in  as  extraor- 
dinary a manner.  The  civil  list,  which  was 
estimated  at  600,000/.  a year,  and  was  given 
for  the  ordinary  support  of  the  government, 
did  for  exceed  it.  And  this  was  so  evident, 
that,  during  the  three  first  years  of  the  queen's 
reign,  100,000/.  was  every  year  applied  to  the 

rlf*  Y wa*  out  *n  building  of 

Llenheira-house ; and  the  entertaining  the  Pa- 
latines had  cost  the  queen  100,000/.  So  there 
was  apparently  a. large  overplus,  beyond  what 
was  necessary  towards  the  support  of  the  go- 
vernment. Yet  these  extraordinary  expcnces 
had  put  tile  ordinary  payments  into  such  an 
arrear,  that,  at  Midsummer,  1710,  the  queen 
owed  510,000/.  But,  upon  a new  account, 
this  was  brought  to  be  80,000/.  less ; and,  at 
that  time,  there  was  an  arrear  of  190,000/. 
due  to  the  civil  list:  these  two  saros  amounting 
to  270,000/.  the  debt  that  remained,  was  but 
240,000/.  Yet  now,  in  the  end  of  the  session, 
when  upon  rejecting  the  bill  of  commerce,  most 
oi  the  members  were  gone  into  the  country, 
so  that  there  were  not  180  left,  a Message  wns 
wnt,  &c.”  Tindal. 
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what  was  owing  on  the  Civil  List  in  the  year 
'10. — Her  majesty  hath  used  unexampled 
irsitnony  to  remove,  if  possible,  this  burden 
5m  herself;  but  the  granting  away,  and  lessen- 
g some  part  of  her  revenue  by  parliament,  has 

ms  and  laws  of  nations : and,  since  nothing 
this  kind  has  been  done,  I cannot  see  how  it 
ji  be  made  out,  that  tlie  tie  of  the  confede- 
cjr,  aud  by  consequence,  that  the  public  faith 
is  not  been  first  broken  on  our  side. 

“ My  lords,  I cannot  reconcile  the  carrying 
i a treaty  with  the  French,  without  the  know- 
dge  and  concurrence  of  iht*  other  confederate 
stes  and  princes,  and  ihe  concluding  it  with- 
it  the  consent  of  tf?e  emperor,  the  principal 
^federate ; not  to  mention  the  visible  unea- 
ness,  that  has  appeared  in  the  others,  who 
to  have  been  forced  to  consent,  by  dccla- 
itions,  if  not  by  threatenings ; from  lienee  I 
i)*,  I cannot  reconcile  this,  with  the  Articles  of 
le  Grand  Alliance,  and  the  other  later  trea- 
ts, that  are  in  print : this  seems  to  come  within 
ie  charge  of  the  prophet,  against  those  M who 
eal  treacherously  with  those  who  had  not 
salt  treacherously  with  them  upon  which 
ie  threatening  that  follows  may  be  justly  ap- 
rehended  ; it  will  have  a strange  sound  among 
II  Christians,  but  more  particularly  among  the 
eformed,  when  it  is  reported,  that  the  plenipo- 
totiary  of  the  head  of  the  reformed  princes 
nd  openly  to  the  other  plenipotentiaries,  that 
Qe  queen  held  herself  frte  from  all  treaties  and 
lliances;  if  this  be  set  for  a precedent,  here  is 
short  way  of  dispensing  witli  the  public  faith ; 
n<h  if  this  was  spoken  by  one  of  our  prelates, 
afraid  it  will  leave  a heavy  reproach  on 
ur  church;  and,  to  speak  freely,  I am  afraid 
will  draw  a much  heavier  curse  after  it.  My 
irds,  there  is  a God  in  heaven,  who  will  judge 
11  the  world,  without  respect  of  persons  : no- 
nuig  can  prosper  w ithout  his  blessing:  he  can 
lait  all  the  counsels  of  men,  when  laid  in  fraud 
deceit,  how  cunningly  soever  they  may  be 
jther  contrived  or  disguised : and  I must  think 
nut  a peace  made  in  opposition  to  the  express 
ror“*  of  so  many  treaties,  will  prove  a curse 
nstead  of  a blessing  to  us  : God  is  provoked 
*ysuch  proceedings,  to  pour  heavy  judgments 
for  die  violation  of  a faith  so  often  given, 
hiicIi  is  so  openly  broken  : by  this  our  nation 
* dishonoured,  aud  our  church  disgraced  : and 
dread  to  think,  what  the  consequence  of  those 
^,nS5  is  like  to  prove.  I would  not  have  ex- 
>rei*(l  myself  in  such  a manner,  if  I had  not 
nought,  that  I was  bound  to  it  by  the  duty  that 
0we  to  Almighty  God,  by  my  xeal  for  the 
jneen,  aud  the  church,  and  by  my  love  to  my 
»untry.  Upon  vo  great  Qn  occasion>  J 
Dy  P(>st  in  the  church,  and  in  this  house,  lays 
**  un<kr  the  strictest  obligations  to  discharge 
coo*cience,  and  to  speak  plainly  without 

Irr  °l  fla!te7’  ,et  l^e  e^ect  it,  as  to  my- 
i be  what  it  will : 1 shall  have  the  more 
L ,n  ^ J own  mind,  both  living  and  dying, 

r laving  done  that,  which  seemed  to  me  an 
^dispensable  duly. 
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House,  and  ordered  that  the  said  Message  and 
Estimate  be  referred  to  the  said  Committee. 
An  eroiuent  member,  Mr.  J.  Smith,  formerly 
Shaker  of  the  House,  and  one  of  the  Tellers 
of  the  Exchequer,  having  raised  some  objections 
against  that  Estimate,  saying,  in  vindication  of 
tne  late  ministry,  that,  to  his  certain  knowledge, 
the  Debts  of  the  Civil  List  in  August,  1710, 
did  not  ainouut  to  above  150,000/.  for  the  pay- 
ment of  part  of  which  sum  there  were  some 
money  standing  out,  besides  great  quantities  of 
tin,  whereas,  by  the  Estimate  now  laid  before 
the  Commons,  the  said  Debts,  to  Midsummer 
1710,  that  is,  about  two  months  before,  were 
made  to  amount  to  400,000/.,  a motion  was 
thereupon  made,  and  the  question  put,  That 
on  humble  Address  be  presented  to  her  ma- 
jesty that  she  would  please  to  direct  an  Ac- 
count to  be  laid  before  this  House  of  the  Ar- 
rears of  the  Civil  List  Funds  standing  out  at 
Midsummer,  1710.  And  also  an  Account  of 
the  Debts  of  the  Civil  List  as  they  are  at  this 
time,  and  of  the  Arrears  of  the  Civil  List  Funds 
to  pay  the  same;  but  the  same  passed  in  the 
negative,  to  the  great  surprise  of  many. 

rote  to  empower  the  Queen  to  raise  500,000/* 
to  pay  the  Civil  Lfi/.]  The  next  day  the  Com- 
mons considered  of  the  Message,  and  after  some 
debate,  came  to  this  Resolution,  44  That  her 
majesty  be  impowered  by  letters  patents  under 
the  Great  Seal  to  set  apart  and  appropriate  a 
sum  not  exceeding  35,000/.  per  ann.  for  any 
term  not  exceeding  32  years,  to  be  made  a 
fund  or  security  to  mise,  by  such  means  and 
methods,  and  in  such  manner  and  form  as  her 
majesty  by  such  letteis  patents  shall  appoint, 
any  sum  not  exceeding  500,000/.,  to  discharge 
Arrears  and  Debts  owing  to  her  servants  and 
others,  payable  out  of  the  branches  settled  for 
defraying  the  expence  of  her  Civil  Government, 
and  that  the  said  yearly  sum  be  charged  upon 
all  the  said  branches,  whether  they  be  here- 
ditary or  temporary,  and  be  issued  and  paid  at 
the  Exchequer,  out  of  the  moneys  from  time 
to  time  arising  by  those  branches,  with  prefer- 
ence to  all  other  payments  to  be  hereafter 
charged  thereupon  at  the  said  receipt.”  Which 
Resolution  was  the  next  day  reported,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House  ; and  a Bill  was  order- 
ed to  be  brought  in  thereupon. 

The  Bills  to  raise  500,000 l.for  the  Civil  List, 
and  1,200,000/.  by  Exchequer  Bills,  consolidated 
or  tacked .]  June  30.  The  Bill  was  read  a se- 
cond time,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  whole  House,  to  whom  the  Bill  to  raise 
1,200,000/.  for  her  majesty’s  Supply,  by  circu- 
lating a farther  sum  in  Exchequer  Bills,  was 
committed ; and,  notwithstanding  the  opposi- 
tion made  by  some  members,  it  was  ordered, 
That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  said  Committee, 
that  they  do  alter  the  said  bills,  and  make  them 
into*  one  \ After  this,  the  motion  some  days 

* “ The  bill  met  with  great  opposition,  as  it 

appeared  to  be  of  bad  consequence,  since  the 

ranting  of  such  demands  to  one  prince  would 

e a precedent  to  grant  the  like  to  all  future 
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before  made  and  laid  aside,  beiog  again 
posed  w ith  better  success,  it  was  revolted  to  4 
dress  her  majesty,  first,  For  an  Account  of  (he 
Debts  on  the  Civil  List  to  Miduirotntr  I'M 
And  2ndly,  For  a yearly  account  of  die  mi 
produce  of  the  Civil  List  Funds,  since  l*r  as 
jesly’s  accession  to  the  throne.  Thu  last  Ad- 
dress was  made  upon  a suggestion,  that 
Civil  List  Funds,  w hich  at  first  were  given  odi 
for  about  700,000/.  per  ann.  yielded  oo«  abac 
850,0007.  But  whether  there  were  anjpwZ 
for  that  report  or  no,  it  is  certain  tbai  do  An- 
swer was  returned  to  that  Address. 

Mot  ion  in  the  Lords  for  returning  tk  t h- 
tender  from  Lorrain.]  June  29.  Tnidihvi 
Bolton  took  notice  in  tlie  House  of  Peers  bed 
of  the  queen’s  Message  to  the  Commons 
the  Debts  of  tbe  Civil  Lists,  and  of  the  Rav 
lutions  of  the  Commons  thereupon,  iosinwc^ 
That  they  were  some*  hat  extraordinan.  tk 
usual  way  being  for  the  crown  to  aiksolssks 
of  both  Houses,  otherwise  the  House  of  UA 
would  become  altogether  useless  : buttboq’ 
t lie  consideration  of  this  matter  was  put  of 
the  next  day,  yet  the  same  was  waved,  op 1 
account  of  a more  important  affair, vii.  Tk 
earl  of  Wharton  then  moved,  “That  an  ^ 
ble  Address  may  be  presented  to  tbe 
that  she  would  be  pleased  to  use  her  most  pw* 
ing  instances  with  the  duke  of  Lorrxin,*7- 
with  all  the  priuces  and  states  in  amity®1 
correspondence  with  her  majesty,  that  tty 
would  not  receive,  or  suffer  to  continue  »ith3 
any  of  their  dominions,  the  Pretender  to  tk 
imperial  crown  of  these  realms." 

Several  members  appearing  surprized  at  t3 
unexpected  motion,  which  was  undoubted)'^ 
signed  to  try  the  inclinations  and  iffectwr^ 
some  persons,  there  was  a pause  for  a vm 
At  last  the  lord  North  and  Grey  broke  ult-a- 
aud  endeavoured  to  have  that  motion  laid®* 


Erinces;  and  os  the  account  of  tbe 
febts  was  deceitfully  stated,  so  it  was  lo®**- 
that  the  funds, set  off  for  the  Civil  Iist,«oold  in- 
crease considerably  in  times  of  peace.  Be* 
ever,  though  there  was  a great  superior.*'  * 
point  of  orgument  against  the  bill,  there"** 
considerable  majority  for  it.  And  all  f*** 
concluded,  that  the  true  end  of  getting  w®?3 
money  into  the  hands  of  the  court,  was  to  ^ 
nisli  their  creatures  sufficiently  for  caflj"? 
their  elections.  The  Lords  were  senmbk.1*- 
the  method  of  procuring  this  supply  ***** 
trary  to  their  privileges,  since  all  pubbe  wfp* 
were  either  asked  «*mi  the  throne,  or 
message  sent  to  both  Ho«  scs  at  the  wo*  *** 
This  practice  was  enquireu  into  by  the  L**- 
no  precedents  came  up  to  it ; but  some  c** 
up  so  near  it,  that  nothing  could  be 
the  objection.  But  the  ministers  apprc*1 
ing,  that  an  opposition  would  be  made  tot* 
bill,  if  it  came  up  alone,  got  it  consohk^ 
with  anolher  of  1200.000/.  that  »*  ** 
them.  And  the  weight  of  these  two  joined  * 
get  her  made  them  both  pa»s  in  tbe  Hoc* 
Lords,  without  opposition”  Tifldii 
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cpresenting,  thut  such  an  Address  would  shew 
distrust,  either  of  the  queen,  or  the  ministers ; 
;al  her  majesty  would  be  very  much  puzzled 
hat  to  do,  in  case  the  princes  and  the  states 
i amity  with  her,  should  be  unwilling  to  com- 
ly  with  her  instances,  since  it  would  not  be 
» her  power  to  compel  them  ; concluding  with 
lis  question,  Where  they  would  have  the  Pre- 
soder  reside,  since  most,  if  not  all  the  powers 
i Europe,  were  hi  amity  with  her  majesty  ? 

0 this  the  earl  of  Peterborough  was  said  to 
ave  answered,  That  .since  he  began  bis  studies 

1 Paris,  the  fittest  place  for  bun  to  improve 
imself  was  Rome.  After  some  other  warm 
xpressions  between  the  earl  of  Wharton  and 
ye  Lord  Treasurer,  it  was  unanimously  re- 
>lved  that  such  an  Address  should  be  present- 
d to  her  majesty. 

The  Lcn  dt ’ Address  thereon .]  Accordingly, 
ulv  2 ,the  House  of  Lords  attended  her  majesty 
ith  the  following  Address  : 

“ Most  gracious  Sovereign, 

“ We  your  majesty’s  moat  dutiful  and  loyal 
ibjects,  the  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal  in 
ariiament  assembled  ; do  take  leave  humbly  to 
etum  to  your  majesty  the  thanks  of  this 
louse,  for  the  great  care  it  appears  to  us  your  i 
jajesty  has,  on  all  occasions,  taken  to  prevent 
he  Pretender  to  your  crown  from  coming  into  \ 
Jiy  of  your  majesty’s  dominions  : And  we  do  j 
nimbly  beseech  your  majesty,  that  for  the  ' 
afety  of  your  person  and  government,  the  se-  J 
urity  of  the  Protestant  Succession  in  the  house 
if  Hanover,  and  for  the  peace  and  quiet  of 
hese  your  kingdoms,  your  majesty  will  be  gra- 
iously  pleased  to  use  your  most  pressing  in- 
lances  with  the  duke  of  Lorrain,  and  with  all 
rinces  and  states  in  amity  and  correspondence 
nth  your  majesty,  that  they  will  not  receive, 
r suffer  to  continue  within  any  of  tbeir  do- 
minions the  Pretender  to  the  imperial  crown  of 
hese  realms.” 

The  Queen's  Answer .]  To  which  her  majesty 
eturned  this  Answer  : 

“ My  Lords ; I take  extreme  kindly  your 
tddress,  and  the  thanks  you  give  me  for  what 
have  done  for  establishing  the  Protestant 
uccessioo. — I shall  repeat  my  instances  to 
ave  that  person  removed  according  asyoude- 
ire  in  this  Address.  And  I promise  myself, 
ou  will  concur  with  me,  that  if  we  could  cure 
ur  animosities  and  divisions  at  home,  it  would 

* the  most  effectual  method  to  secure  the 
’rotestant  Succession.” 

A Second  Address  aganst  the  Pretender  order - 
dfy  the  Lords.]  The  Lord  Chancellor  (Hnr- 
ourt)  having  the  next  day  reported  her  majes- 
y's  Answer,  the  duke  of  Buckingham,  Lord 
’resident,  said,  he  never  heard  of  any  instances 
Ut  had  yet  been  made  to  the  duke  of  Lor- 
ain, for  removing  the  Pretender  out  of  his  do- 
minions. If  either  of  the  two  principal  mi- 
sters of  state  had  been  in  the  House,  they 
n'fcht,  in  all  probability,  have  better  explained 
majesty’s  Answer  ; but  they  happened  to 

* both  at  dinner  with  the  duke  D’Aumont, 
tmbassador  extraordinary  from  his  most  Chris- 

▼OL.  VI. 


tian  majesty.  Hereupon,  the  eat!  of  Sunder- 
land made  a motion  for  a second  Address  ; 
which  was  backed  by  the  earl  of  Nottingham, 
and,  notw  itlistandiii*'  some  small  opposition,  it 
was  ordered,  M Thai  an  huml  le  Address  be 
presented  to  her  majesty,  to  return  the  Thanks 
of  this  House  to  her  majesty,  for  her  most  gra- 
cious Answer  to  their  Address;  and  for  the  as- 
surances her  majesty  has  been  pleased  to  give 
us,  of  repeating  her  instances  for  removing  the 
Pretender;  and  to  express  our  surpiize,  that 
such  instances  have  not  had  their  full  effect, 
notwithstanding  the  French  king  and  the  king  of 
Spain  have  shewed  their  compliance  to  her 
majesty’s  desires  on  that  occasion  ; and  to  as- 
sure her  majesty,  that  this  House  will  stand  by 
her  and  support  her,  in  whatever  her  majesty 
shall  judge  proper  for  obtaining  a demand, 
which  is  so  warranted  by  the  laws  of  nations, 
and  so  necessary  for  the  honour  and  safety  of 
her  majesty,  and  for  the  present  and  future 
peace  and  quiet  of  the  people.”  It  w as  also 
ordered,  that  the  said  Address  be  presented  to 
her  majesty  by  the  lords  with  the  white  staves  ; 
which  was  done  accordingly:  And  on  the  Oth 
the  Lord  Steward  acquainted  the  House,  'I  hat 
the  lords  with  white  staves  had  presented  to 
her  majesty  the  Address  of  this  House  of  Fri- 
day last ; and  her  majesty  was  pleased  to  re- 
ceive the  same  very  graciously. 

The  Commons'  Address  for  removing  the  Pro- 
tender .]  July  1.  General  Stanhope  made  a 
Motion  for  an  Address  for  the  queen  to  use 
her  most  pressing  instances  with  the  duke  of 
Lorrain  to  remove  the  Pretender  out  of  Lorrain. 
Which  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Lecbmere.  The 
only  objection  raised  against  it,  was  started  by 
sir  Win . W hitlocke,  who  said,  * lie  remembered, 
that  the  like  Address  was  formerly  made  to  the 
Protector,  for  having  Charles  Stuart  removed 
out  of  France:’  Notwithstanding  which,  that 
prince  was,  some  time  after,  restored  to  his 
father's  throne ; but  nevertheless  those  few 
members  who  might  have  any  affection  for  the 
present  royal  exile,  being  shy  to  shew  it  on  so 
critical  a juncture,  when  the  parliament  being 
so  near  expiring,  a new  election  was  coming  on, 
Mr.  Stanhope’s  motion  was  agreed  to  nem.  con. 

The  Address,  which  was  presented  to  hex- 
majesty  on  the  8lh,  was  as  follows : 

“ Most  gracious  Sovereign  ; 

“ We,  your  majesty’s  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  par- 
liament assembled,  having  nothing  so  justly  at 
our  hearts  as  the  honour  and  safety  of  your 
most  sacred  person,  and  government,  and  the 
security  of  the  Protestant  Succession,  do  crave 
leave  most  thankfully  to  acknowledge  the  great 
care  which  your  majesty,  in  tenderness  to  your 
people,  hath  always  taken  to  prevent  the  Pre- 
tender to  your  crown  from  being  in  a condition, 
to  disturb  these  realms ; and  particularly  by  the 
late  Treaty  of  Guaranty  with  tbeStates-gencrul, 
and  the  Treaty  of  Peace  betw  een  your  majesty, 
and  the  Frencli  king;  wherein,  amongst  other 
just  and  necessary  provisions,  for  the  security 
of  the  Protestant  Succession,  it  is  stipulated, 

;U 
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that  the  Pretender  to  your  majesty’s  crown 
shall  not  be  suffered  to  reside  in  any  of  that 
king’s  dominions. — Your  majesty  wisely  insisted 
upon  bis  removal  from  that  neighbouring  king- 
dom ; and  your  faithful  Commons  are  so  fully 
convinced  of  the  necessity  there  is  to  remove 
him  as  far  as  possible,  that  they  cannot  but  ex- 
press to  your  majesty  their  apprehensions  of  the 
many  dangers  which  may  accrue  to  your  ma- 
jesty, and  to  your  kingdoms,  from  bis  residing 
in  the  territories  of  the  duke  of  Lorrain. — We 
do,  therefore,  out  of  the  highest  duty  and  con- 
cern for  the  preservation  of  your  royal  person, 
ami  the  quiet  of  your  people,  most  humbly  be- 
seech your  majesty,  that  you  will  be  pleased  to 
use  the  most  speedy  and  pressing  instances 
with  the  duke  of  Lorrain,  and  with  all  other 
princes  and  states  in  amity  or  correspondence 
with  your  mojesty,  that  they  will  not,  under 
any  pretext  whatsoever,  receive,  or  suffer  to 
continue,  within  any  of  their  dominions,  that 
person  who,  in  defiance  of  your  majesty's  most 
undoubted  title  to  the  crown,  and  the  settle- 
ment thereof  on  the  illustrious  house  of  Ilan- 
4 over,  has  assumed  the  title  of  king  of  these 
realms : And  we  farther  beg  leave  to  assure 
your  majesty,  that  the  Commons  of  Great  Bri- 
tain Will,  on  all  occasions,  to  the  utmost  of  their 
power,  support  your  majesty  in  such  steps  as 
•hall  be  necessary  towards  rendering  those  in- 
stances effectual,  and  your  majesty  safe  and 
easy  upon  your  throne.** 

The  Queen's  Answer.]  Her  mojesty  gave 
this  Answer: 

“ Gentlemen  ; I thank  you  heartily  for  your 
Address,  and  I will  give  directions  according 
to  your  desire.” 

Thanksgiving  for  the  Peace.]  The  queen 
having  appointed  the  7th  of  July  for  a public 
Thanksgiving,  for  the  safe  and  honourable  Peace 
lately  concluded,  and  invited  her  parliament  to 
attend  her  to  St.  Paul's,  both  Houses  went 
with  the  usual  state;  but  the  queen  not  having 
intirely  recovered  her  strength  since  the  last  fit 
©f  the  gout,  she  could  not  be  present  at  that 
solemnity.  The  Whigs  were  absent  for  another 
cause.  In  the  evening  there  were  great  bon- 
fires and  illuminations  throughout  the  cities  of 
London  and  Westminster,  and  magnificent  fire- 
works were  played  off  on  the  Thames  over- 
against  Whitehall. 

The  Queens  Speech  at  the  Close  of  the.  Ses- 
sion.] July  16.  The  queen  came  to  the  House 
of  Peers  to  pass  the  bills,  and  put  an  end  to 
the  session;  when  she  made  the  following  Speech 
to  both  Houses : 

44  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  ; 

M I come  now  to  put  an  end  to  this  session 
with  great  satisfaction,  and  return  you  all  ray 
hearty  thanks  for  the  good  service  you  have 
done  to  the  public. 

“ Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons; 

y I must  particularly  thank  you  for  the  Sup- 
plies you  have  now  given : I will  lake  care  to 
apply  them,  as  far  as  they  will  reach,  to  satisfy 
the  services  you  have  voted. — I hope,  at  the 
»eu  meeting,  vte  affair  of  commerce  will  be  so 


well  understood,  that  the  advantageous  condi- 
tions, I have  obtained  from  France,  will  bs 
made  effectual  for  the  benefit  of  our  trade. — 

I cannot  part  with  so  good  and  so  loyal  an 
House  ot  Commons,  without  expressing  bow 
sensible  I am  of  the  affection,  zeal,  and  duty, 
with  which  you  have  behaved  yourselves ; and 
I think  myself  therefore  obliged  to  take  notice 
of  those  remarkable  •ervices  you  haTe  per- 
formed.— At  your  first  meeting  you  fbuad  t 
method,  without  farther  charge  to  my  people, 
to  ease  them  of  the  heavy  load  of  more  tan 
nine  millions;  and  the  way  of  doing  it  a t>y 
bring  great  advantage  to  the  nation. — In  tiui 
session  you  have  enabled  me  to  be  just  in  pay- 
ing the  debts  to  my  servants. — And,  as  job 
furnished  Supplies  for  carrying  on  the  war,  ss 
you  have  strengthened  my  hands  in  obtaimag 
a peace.  — Thus  you  have  shewed  yoursdres 
the  true  representatives  of  my  loyal  Common!, 
by  the  just  regard  you  have  paid  to  the  good 
of  your  country  and  my  honour.  These  pro- 
ceedings will,  I doubt  not,  preserve  the  memory 
of  this  parliament  to  posterity. 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  ; 

u At  my  coming  to  the  crown,  I found  a was 
prepared  for  me.  God  has  blessed  my  arms 
with  many  victories,  and  at  Inst  has  enabled 
me  to  make  them  useful  by  a safe  and  honour- 
able Peace. — I heartily  thank  you  for  the  as- 
sistance you  have  given  me  therein,  and  I pre- 
mise myself,  that,  with  your  concurrence,  it 
will  be  lasting. — To  this  end,  I recommend 
to  you  all,  to  make  my  subjects  truly  sensible 
what  they  gain  by  the  peace  ; and  that  you 
endeavour  to  dissipate  those  groundless  jealoo- 
sies  which  have  been  so  industriously  fomented 
amongst  us ; that  our  unhappy  divisions  nay 
not  weaken,  and  in  some  sort  endanger,  tie 
advantages  I have  obtained  for  my  kingdom* 
— There  are  some  (very  few  I hope)  who  will 
never  be  satisfied  with  any  government ; it  is 
necessary  therefore,  that  you  shew  your  lore  to 
your  country,  by  exerting  yourselves,  to  obviate 
the  malice  of  the  ill-minded,  and  to  undeceive 
the  deluded. — Nothing  can  establish  Peace  at 
home,  nothing  can  recover  the  disorders  that 
have  happened  during  so  long  a war ; but  a 
steady  adhering  to  the  constitution  in  Chunk 
and  State. — Sucli  as  are  true  to  these  priuop'ei 
are  only  to  be  relied  on ; sind  as  they  have  tbe 
best  title  to  my  favour  ; so  you  may  depend 
upon  my  having  no  interest  nor  aim,  but  your 
advantage,  and  the  securing  of  our  religion  aid 
liberty. — 1 hope,  for  the  quiet  of  these  nation^ 
and  the  universal  good,  that  I shall  neat  winter 
meet  my  parliament ; resolved  to  act  upon  tbc 
same  principles,  with  the  same  prudence,  acd 
with  such  vigour,  as  may  enable  me  to  suppa  rt 
the  liberties  of  Europe  abroad,  and  reduce  Ik 
spirit  of  faction  at  home.”* 

* “ Few  Speeches  from  the  throne  hare  m 
my  time  been  more  severely  reflected  on,  thin 
this  was : it  seemed  strange  that  the  Queen, 
who  did  not  pretend  to  understand  matters  of 
trade,  should  pass  such  a censure  on  both 
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Then  the  Lord  Chancellor,  by  her  majesty’s 
wmninnd,  prorogued  the  parliament  to  the<8tli 
if  August. 

louses,  for  their  not  understanding  the  affair 
•f  commerce  ; since  at  the  bar  of  both  houses, 
nd  iu  the  debates  within  them  upon  it,  the 
uterest  of  the  nation  did  appear  so  visibly  to 
« contrary  to  the  Treaty  of  Commerce,  that 
t looked  like  a contempt  pul  on  them,  to  re- 
present it  as  advantageous  to  us,  and  to  rank 
U those,  who  had  opposed  it,  among  the  ill- 
nunied,  or  at  least  among  the  deluded.  Nor 
lid  it  escape  censure,  that  she  should  affirm, 
hat  the  nation  was  by  them  eased  of  the  loud 
•f  nine  millions,  without  any  further  charge, 
)oce  the  nation  must  bear  the  constant  charge 
*f  interest  at  six  per  cent,  till  the  capital  should 
•e  paid  off.  The  sharpness  with  which  she  ex- 
ireyed  herself  was  singular,  and  not  very  well 
uited  to  her  dignity  or  her  sex  : nor  was  it  well 
inderstood,  what  could  be  meant  bv  her  say- 
i*g,  that  she  found  A war  prepared  for  her,  at 
*r  coming  to  the  crown  ; since  she  herself 
»cgan  it,  upon  the  Addresses  of  both  Houses, 
i was  also  observed,  that  there  was  not,  in  all 
ict  Speech,  one  word  of  the  Pretender,  or  of 
be  Protestant  Succession ; but  that,  which 
nade  the  greatest  impression  on  the  whole 
wtion,  was,  that  this  Speech  discovered  plainly, 
hat  the  Court  was  resolved  to  have  the  Bill  of 
.ommerce  pass  in  the  next  session:  all  people 
’included,  tire  ministers  were  under  engage- 
neots  to  the  Court  of  France  to  get  it  settled  : 
uidthis  was  taken  to  he  the  sense  of  the  queen’s 
rords  concerning  the  making  the  Peace  last- 
*>?;  what  effect  this  may  have  on  the  next 
Sections,  which  are  quickly  to  follow,  must  be 
eh  to  time. 

“ I anj  now  come  to  the  end  of  the  war, 
icdof  this  parliament,  both  at  once:  it  was  fit 
hey  should  bear  some  proportion  to  one  ano- 
her;  for,  as  this  was  the  worst  parliament  I 
:tcr  saw,  so  no  assembly,  but  one  composed  as 
his  was,  could  have  sat  quiet  under  such  a 
eace : but  I am  now  arrived  at  my  full  period, 
md  so  shall  close  this  work  : I had  a noble 
irospect  before  me,  in  a course  of  many  years, 

1 1 bringing  it  to  a glorious  conclusion  ; now 
lie  scene  is  so  fatally  altered,  that  1 con  scarce 
^strain  myself  from  giving  vent  to  a just  in- 
kgaation,  in  severe  complaints:  but  an  llis- 
®na®  mi*st  tell  things  truly  as  they  arc,  and 
save  the  descanting  on  tlietn  to  others : so  I 
*tre  conclude  this  History  of  above  three  and 
1 fy  years. — I pray  God  it  may  be  read  with 
same  candour  and  sincerity,  with  which  I 
We  written  it,  and  with  such  a degree  of  at- 
*m,°n,  as  niay  help  those  who  read  it,  to  fi»nn 
reflections,  and  sound  principles  of  reli- 
'•'>n  and  virtue,  of  duty  to  our  princes,  and  of 
we  to  our  country,  with  a sincere  and  incor- 
•uptible  zeal  to  preserve  our  religion,  and  to 

^rotniii  our  liberty  and  property.”  Burnet. 

± the  thin!  and  Inst  session  of 

j-  • urd  Ornish  parliament,  which  some  have 
flushed  by  the  epithet  of  * Pacific 


PnrycrrAL  Occurrences  during  tub 
Recess — The  Parliament  dissolved — Progress 
of  the  Elections — The  Parliament  further  proro- 
gued— Jars  at  Court — The  Crisis  published  by 
Air.  Steele — The  Queen's  Illness — Her  Letter 
to  the  Lord  Mayor — Promotions.] — On  the  8th 
ot  August  the  parliament  was  dissolved,  and  a 
new^  one  was  appointed  to  meet  on  the  12th 
ol  November.  The  party  writers  and  managers 
on  both  sides  were  extremely  busy  in  preparing 
the  minds  of  the  people  to  favour  their  respec- 
tive interests  in  the  new  Elections.  But  not- 
withstanding the  weight  and  influence  of  the 
court,  and  the  visible  partiality  of  some  return- 
ing olheers,  a far  greater  number  of  VV  bigs  were 
chosen,  than  was  by  many  expected. 

“ On  the  18th  of  October,”  says  Tintfal, 
u the  Parliament  was,  by  proclamation,  further 
prorogued,  from  the  12th  of  November  to  the 
10th  of  December,  which  was  occasioned 
by  the  queen’s  illness,  and  the  contests  among 
the  ministers.  It  was  then  strongly  reported, 
that  the  lord  Roliugjbroke,  Mr.  Secretary  Brom- 
ley, and  sir  William  Wyndham  (who,  on  the  1st 
of  November,  was  made  a privy-counsellor) 
havinggained  tlie  ascendant,  the  Lord  Treasurer 
entertained  thoughts  of  retirement.  And,  in- 
deed, the  author  of  the  paper,  called  the  Exa- 
miner, thought  fit,  about  the  middle  of  No- 
vember, to  prepare  the  minds  of  the  people  for 
an  approaching  change  in  the  ministry.*  But 

and  whose  proceedings,  as  they  arc  variously 
censured  by  the  present  age,  so  will  they  bear 
a various  character  with  posterity.  It  may  be 
observed,  in  general,  that  though  this  House  of 
Commons  was  mostly  made  up  of  country- 
gentlemen,  who  having  borne  a great  part  of  the 
burden  of  the  war,  were  easily  prepossessed 
against  them,  who  were  suggested  to  have  pro- 
longed it  for  their  private  interest ; and  so,  oh 
many  occasions  voted  blindly  with  their  lea- 
ders ; yet  when  the  Trade,  that  is,  the  main 
source  of  the  riches  and  strength  of  Great-Bri- 
tain,  came  to  fall  under  their  consideration, 
many  worthy  patriots  opened  their  eyes,  shook 
off  all  mean  dependance,  and  firmly  adhered 
to  the  interest  of  their  country.”  Political 
State. 

• In  the  Examiner  of  November  the  16th, 
the  author  suggests,  “ That  in  a constitution, 
which  hangs  together  by  so  many  minute  parts, 
nud  which  depends  upon  such  variety  of  wheels 
and  motions,  where  power  and  freedom  are  in  » 
perpetual  flux  and  rodux,  we  must  of  necessity 
he  liable  to  turns  and  contingencies — That  this 
unerrtnirtty  is  redoubled,  wherever  strife  and 
contention  are  let  loose  in  a nation,  where  fac- 
tions rage  and  worry  one  another ; and  even 

the  government  itself  is  treated  as  a party — 

Thus,  under  these  circumstances,  a ministry  is 
obliged  to  act  iu  another  capacity  than  that 
which  properly  belongs  to  them.  They  roust 
sometimes  act  like  military  as  well  as  civil 
officers;  draw  forth  their  forces,  and  appear 
at  the  liead  of  squadrons,  and  battalions,  when- 
ever faction  takes  the  field,  and  declares  opep 
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vvbat  appeared  more  surprizing,  wns  the  ludi- 
crous stile  ill  which  the  same  author,  who  was 
the  mouth  of  those  in  power,  spoke  of  tlic 
queen's  indisposition,  and  of  the  succession  in 
case  of  a demise.* 

“ Whilst  things  were  in  this  dangerous  situa- 
tion, Mr.  Steele  published  his  * Crisis,  or  A 
‘ discourse  representing  from  the  most  Aulhcn- 
4 tic  Records,  the  just  Causes  of  the  late  happy 
‘ Revolution,  and  the  several  .-settlements  of 
‘ the  crowns  of  England  and  Scotland  on  tier 
‘ majesty  ; nod,  on  her  demise  without  issue, 
4 upon  the  most  illustrious  princess  Sophia, 
4 eiectress  and  duchess-dowager  of  Hanover, 
4 mid  the  heirs  of  her  hotly  being  Protestants; 
4 by  previous  acts  of  both  parliaments  of  the 
‘ lute  kingdoms  of  England  and  Scotland ; and 
‘ confirmed  by  the  pat  liameut  of  Great  Britain: 
4 with  some  Remarks  on  the  danger  of  n Popish 
4 Successor.’  The  design  of  this  piece  was  first 
suggested  to  Mr.  Steele,  by  Mr.  More,  of  the 
Inner-Temple:  and  the  work  itself  passed 
through  the  lmods  of  Mr.  Addison,  Mr.  Lech- 
mere,  and  Mr.  Uoadley.  And  it  was  so  well 
received  by  the  public,  that  many  were  con- 
firmed by  it  in  their  affection  to  the  Protestant 
Succession. 

“ All  this  while  the  queen  continued  in  a 
very  dangerous  state  of  health  at  Windsor ; of 

war  against  them.  There  wants  but  very  little 
of  bringing  tilings,  as  they  now  stand,  to  this 

deplorable  crisis. That  the  possession  of 

power  under  these  dithculties,  is  almost  ns  great 
an  uncertainty,  as  the  fortune  uf  war,  and 
stands  exposed  to  as  many  turns  and  cross  ac- 
cidents  And  that  these  considerations 

amount  to  a full  proof,  that  the  best  of  patriots 
are  more  exposed  to  mortality,  as  ministers  of 
state,  than  ns  men,  Ac." 

* The  Examine  r of  January  the  8th,  1713-14, 
contains  what  follows:  “According  to  the 
best  advices  scut  us  by  the  Whigs,  and  their 
oracles,  tlie  demise  of  the  crown  happened  upon 
1 liursday  the  24th  of  December,  being  Cbrist- 
inas-eve,  at  four  of  the  clock  in  the  morning 
in  the  year  1713.  All  ages,  ranks,  sexes,  and 
oideis  of  men,  at  first  hearing  of  the  ill  news, 
were  affected  with  the  deepest  sorrow ; and  a 
general  panic  ran  through  the  whole  kingdom. 
Torn  long  tune,  we  were  distracted  and  incon- 
solable ; m the  utmost  liorror  and  confusion, 
upon  the  loss  ol  out  most  excellent  queen,  who 
then  became  immortal : but  these  black  clouds 
were  soon  dispersed,  our  fears  and  jealousies 
vanished,  and  we  revived  from  a deplorable 
state  of  grief  and  misery,  ar  the  first  joyful  tid- 
ings ol  the  happy  accession  of  her  most  sacred 
majesty  queen  Anne  the  second  (whom  God 
long  preserve)  to  the  throne  of  her  ancestors: 
the  nature  of  our  monarchy  being  such,  that, 
immediately  alter  the  death  of  the  person  in 
possession,  the  crown,  by  right  of  inheritance, 
descends  to  the  next  heir,  without  any  previous 
formalities  and  conditions,  or  admitting  so 
much  at  the  least  vacancy,  or  interregnum, 


which  various  accounts  were  spread  abroad  ; 
but  the  truth  was  thus,  as  represented  by  Dr. 
Shadwell,  in  his  letters  to  the  duke  sod  duchess 
of  Shrewsbury  : On  Wednesday  the  43d  of 

December,  her  majesty  was  very  uueasy  aS 
night  with  the  gout  in  her  foot.  The  nee 
morning  it  went  intirely  off,  and  she  said  she 
was  well.  But,  about  one  o’clock  that  day, 
she  complained  of  a pain  in  her  thigh,  and  was 
seixed  with  a violent  shivering,  which  lasted 
above  two  hours.  Extreme  beat  followed,  with 
intense  thirst,  great  restlessness,  anxiety,  and  in- 
quietude. The  pulse  was  full,  hard,and  quick; 
which  Dr.  Shadwell  finding,  the  next  day,  be 
very  much  pressed  bleeding,  urging,  it  would 
probably  carry  off  a good  part  of  the  lever,  eo« 
bring  a fit  of  the  gout ; but  it  was  not  agreed 
to ; and  these  symptoms  continued  till  Satur- 
day morning,  when  her  majesty  fell  asleep, 
waked  refreshed,  and  oo  Sunday  morning 
there  was  a perfect  intermission  of  the  symp- 
toms; but  the  pulse,  in  Dr.  Shadwell's  opinion, 
was  not  quiet.  The  next  night  about  twelve, 
she  was  attacked  with  an  exacerbation  of  the 
fever,  which  lasted  all  the  Monday  till  nad- 
night.  Most  of  the  queen’s  physicians  judging 
her  distemper  to  be  an  ague,  proposed  ack 
pressed  tlie  giving  her  the  jesuit’s  bark  ; bet, 
though  this  was  warmly  opposed  by  Dr.  Shad- 
well,  ^ret  tlie  physician,  who  watched  that  night, 
gave  it,  saying,  he  found  tlie  pulse  calm.  .Ns 
exacerbation  appeared  after  this  : but  never- 
theless Dr.  Shadwell  still  declared,  he  did  net 
like  the  pulse  : that  there  was  no  perfect  mter- 
niission  of  the  fever ; but  that  the  poise  was  at 
work,  to  separate  the  morbific  matter  into  the 
gout,  or  some  worse  shape.  The  pains  of  the 
thigh  increasing,  till  three  or  four  doses  of  the 
bark  were  given,  Dr.  Shadwell  laid  a stress 
upon  having  that  part  examined  ; but  tbe 
other  physicians  called  it  a fit  of  the  gout.  Dr. 
Shadwell  answered,  it  could  not  properly  be 
called  so  ill  tbe  muscles ; and  being  of  opimoo, 
tbat  this  w as  an  inflammatory  fever  from  the 
translation  of  the  gout,  and  not  a common 
ague,  or  intermitting  fever ; and  finding,  that, 
after  thirty-nine  hours  continuance,  there  *»s 
a perfect  remission,  but  no  intermission,  be 
made  a prognostic,  that,  unless  the  feverish 
matter  were  separated,  and  thrown  off  into  > 
smart  fit  of  the  gout,  a worse  symptom  might 
happen  ; as  its  falling  into  the  thigh,  and  tu.og 
into  an  erysepelous  tumour.  This  opinion  vas 
justified  by  a severe  ht  of  the  gout,  that  came 
upon  her  majesty  a few  days  after,  and  gave 
some  hopes  of  her  intire  recovery. 

“ While  the  queen  was  in  this  uncerari 
state  of  health,  tbe  minds  of  the  several  partes 
were  variously  agitated.  The  friends  of  the 
Pretender  believed,  that  all  tilings  were  pre- 
paring for  liis  restoration ; and,  on  tlie  other 
liand,  the  alarm  of  the  well  affected  to  the 
Hanover  Succession  was  not  a little  increased 
upon  the  news,  that  a squadron  of  14  men  of 
war  was  fitting  out  in  the  porta  of  France  ; and 
that  they  were  to  take  on  board  12  or  14.0W 
land-men.  The  public  fundi  fell  gradually 
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>m  tlie  beginning  till  the  end  of  January  ; 
ien  such  a panic  seized  on  a sudden  the 
lined  men,  that  there  was  a great  run  upon 
s bank  fur  some  days.  The.  directors  sent 
ir  of  their  members  to  the  Lord  Treasurer,  to 
present  the  dangers,  which  threatened  the 
blic  credit,  and  to  desire  his  advice  and  as- 
tance.  The  Treasurer  received  this  appli- 
tion  very  favourably ; endeavoured  to  dispel 
sir  tears ; and  promised  to  use  his  utmost  en- 
■ivours  to  support  the  bank  iu  this  exigency, 
ic  doubts,  which  were  still  entertained  about 
e queen’s  health,  being  one  of  the  chief  occa- 
ms  of  tlie  public  alarm,  she,  by  the  advice  of 
r ministers,  wrote  the  following  Letter  to  sir 
muel  Startler,  lord  mayor  of  London: 

1 Anne,  R. 

' Kight  trusty  and  well-beloved,  we  greet 
rou  well.  Although  an  aguish  indisposition, 
ucceeded  by  a fit  of  the  gout,  has  detained  us 
it  this  place  longer  than  we  designed  ; yet 
mce  it  has  pleased  Almighty  God  to  re- 
tore us  lo  such  a degree  of  health,  that  we 
wpe  to  be  nble  soon  to  return  to  our  usual 
cadence,  we  continue  determined  to  open 
inr  parliament  on  Tuesday  the  16th  of  this 
nstant  February,  according  to  the  notice  given 
>y  proclamation.  Thus  much  we  have  judg- 
'd proper  to  communicate  to  you,  and  by  you 

0 the  court  of  aldermen,  and  to  our  foving 
objects  of  our  good  city  of  London,  to  the 
mem  that  you  may  all,  in  voor  several  sta- 
nous,  contribute  to  discountenance  and  put  a 
■top  to  those  malicious  rumours,  spread  by 
nil-minded  persons,  to  tlie  prejudice  of 
.'redit,  and  lo  the  imminent  hazard  of  the 
mblic  peace  ami  tranquillity.  And  so  we  hid 
iou  farewell.  Given  at  our  castle  at  Wiudsor, 
the  1st  day  of  February,  1713,  in  the  12th 
fear  of  our  reign. — By  her  majesty's  com- 
uaud, — Bolincbkoee.' 

“ fhis  Letter,  and  the  news,  which  at  the 
at  time  came  from  Holland,  that  the  troops, 
tuch  had  been  reported  to  be  assembled  in 

* Bolognese,  were  mere  chimeras,  and  that 
,c  I’retendcr  continued  in  Lorrain,  dispelled 

* feus  of  the  generality,  and  soon  put  a stop 

1 the  run  upon  the  bank.*’’ 


“ While  the  nation  was  in  this  ferment, 
'd  under  various  apprehensions,  there  was 
ibuibed  a remarkable  pamphlet,  intitlcd, 
■he  Art  of  Restoring;  or  the  piety  and  pro- 
ol  general  Monk,  in  bringing  about  the 
**  Restoration,  evinced  from  his  own  au- 
lentic  letters : with  a just  account  of  sir 
,0S*r>  "ho  runs  the  parallel  as  far  as  ho  can : 

1 a ‘ct,ur  to  a minister  of  state  at  the  court  of 
ienn». ’ This  piece  was  levelled  against  the 
tvasurcr,  nnd  contributed  the  more  to  render 
110  obnoxious  tu  the  friends  of  the  Protestant 
“^cession,  when  it  was  known  to  be  the  per- 
irnnnce  ol  Mr.  Toiand,  a person  formerly  in- 
"stetl  ami  employed  by  that  minister.  To  re- 
f these  suspicions,  the  Treasurer  thought  fit 
1 *Ulve  (he  reputed  author  of  tLe  late  Treatise, 


The  queen,  upon  her  recovery,  being  inform- 
ed of  the  death  of  Dr.  Sharp,  archbishop  of 
York,  named  sir  William  Dawes  to  that  me- 
tropolitan see,  which  bad  been  strongly  solicit- 
ed by  bishop  Atterbory.  At  the  same  time. 
Dr.  Smallridge  was  made  bishop  of  Bristol,  and 
lord  almoner  to  the  queen,  and  Dr.  Gastrell, 
preacher  at  Lincoln’s  Inn,  bishop  of  Chester* 
in  the  room  of  sir  William  Dawes. 

The  controversy  concerning  the  demolition 
of  Dunkirk,  the  continuance  of  the  War 
against  the  Catalans,  who  had  rejected  the 
terms  procured  for  them  by  the  Treaty  between 
Great  Britain  and  Spain,  the  surrender  of 
Fribourg  to  the  French,  and  the  opening  of  a 
negociatton  for  a Peace  between  the  emperor 
and  France,  at  Radstadt';  were  the  most 
remarkable  occurrences  abroad  during  the 
Recess. 


FIRST  SESSION  or  the  FOURTH  PAR- 
LIAMENT or  GRE.VT-BRITALN. 

Meeting  of  the  Kew  Parliament .]  Feb.  16, 
1714.  This  day,  the  New-Parliament  met  at 
Westminster,  and  the  Commons,  at  the  desire 
of  the  Lords  Commissioners  appointed  by  her 
majesty,  attending  their  lordships  in  the  House 
of  Lords,  the  Lord  High  Chancellor  signified  to 
them  her  majesty’s  pleasure,  That  they  should 
forthwith  proceed  to  the  Choice  of  a fit  person 
to  be  their  Speaker,  and  present  hiln  the  Thurs- 
day following. 

asserting  hereditary  right,  brought  to  his  trial ; 
and  Bedford  beiug  found  guilty  of  publishing 
that  book,  he  was  sentenced,  ‘ to  pay  a fine 
of  1,000  marks;  to  be  committed  to  I he 
Queen’s- Bench  prison,  till  he  paid  the  same  : 
to  remain  in  custody  there  for  the  term  of  three 
years;  to  find  four  suliicient  sureties,  who, 
with  him,  were  to  bo  bound  in  a recognizance 
ol  5,000/  for  his  good  behaviour  during  life.’ 
He  was  also  to  be  brought  into  all  the  courts 
of  Westminster-hall,  with  a paper  oil  his  head 
denoting  his  uficnce.  But,  after  sentence  nos 
passed,  au  order  was  produced  from  tlie  go- 
vernment, counter-signed  by  a secretary  of 
state,  directing  the  judges  of  tlie  QueenVbench 
to  supersede-  the  ignominious  part  of  the  punish- 
ment, by  reason  of  the  sacred  function  of  the 
criminal ; which  proceeding,  as  Mr.  Lecbmeio 
observed  in  a speech,  ‘ could  bear  no  other 
construction,  than  as  a license  and  protection  to 
men  in  holv  orders,  to  propagate  that  destruc- 
tive position  with  impunity ; and  the  character 
of  the  person,  which  ought  in  jusrice  to  have 
aggravated  Ins  guilt,  amt  heightened  his  pu- 
nishment, became  his  indemnity  against  the 
reproach  of  it,  even  by  the  auihoiity  of  tin 
government  itself,  nguuist  which  that  treatise 
was  levelled.  This  indulgence  appeared  the 
more  glaring,  considering  what  Severnies  were, 
at  the  same  time,  exercised  against  those  per- 
sons, who  had  courage  enough  to  assert  the 
interest  of  their  country,  and  of  the  Protestant 
Succession,’  ” 
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Lift  of  the  Moute  of  Peers.]  Tlio  following 
is  a List  of  the  House  of  Peers  as  it  stood  at  the 
opening  of  the  New  parliament.' 

LIST  or  the  PEERS. 

Note,  Those  marked  thus  * were  under  age. 

dukes,  &c. 

Simon  Harcourt,  Lord  Iiarcourt,  Lord  High 
Chancellor  of  Great-Britain. 

Robert  Hai  ley,  Earl  of  Oxford  nnd  Mortimer, 
Lord  High-  Treasurer  of  Great-Britain. 

John  Sheffield,  Duke  of  Buckingham,  and  Nor- 
maoby,  Lurd  President  of  the  Council. 
William  Leg,  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  Lord  Priry 
Seal. 

Thomus  Howard,  D.  of  Norfolk,  Earl  Marshal, 
and  Hereditary  Marshal  of  England. 

John  Poulet,  Earl  Poulet,  Lord  Steward  of  the 
Queen’s  Houshold. 

Charles  Talbot,  D.  of  Shrewsbury,  Ld.  Cham- 
berlain of  the  Queen’s  Houshold. 

Charles  Seymour,  D.  of  Somerset. 

Charles  Fiu-Roy,  D.  of  Cleveland  and  South- 
ampton. 

Charles  Lenox,  D.  of  Richmond. 

Charles  Fitz-Ruy,  D.  of  Grafton. 

James  Butler,  D.  of  Ormond. 

Henry  Somerset,  D.  of  Beaufort. 

George  Fitz-Roy,D.  of  Northumberland. 
Charles  Bcuuclair,  D.  ofSt.  Albans. 

Charles  Pawlet,  D.  of  Bolton. 

JVIeinhartd  Schonbcrg,  D.  of  Schonberg. 
Peregrine  Osborne,  1).  of  Leeds. 

* Wriuihesley  Russel,  D.  of  Bedford. 

William  Cavendish,  D.  of  Devonshire. 

John  Churchill,  D.  of  Marlborough. 

Joliu  Manners,  D.  of  Rutland. 

John  Montagu,  D.  of  Montagu. 

George  Augustus,  Prince  Electoral  of  Ilaaover, 
D.  of  Cambridge.  , 

* James  Hamilton,  D.  of  Hamilton  and 
Brandon. 

* Charles  Douglas,  D.  of  Dover. 

Henry  de  Grey,  D.  of  Kent. 

MARQUISES. 

Robert  Bertie,  Marquis  of  Lindsey,  Ld.  Great 
CUamherlain  of  England. 

Evelyn  Pierpont,  M.  of  Dorchester. 

EARLS. 

James  Stanley,  Earl  of  Derby 

* Theophilus  Hasting,  E.  of  Huntington 
Thomas  Herbert,  E.  of  Pembroke  and  Mont- 
gomery , 

Henry  Clinton,  E.  of  Lincoln 
Henry  Howard,  E.  of  Suffolk  nnd  Bindon, 
Deputy  Earl  Marshal  of  England 
Lionel  Cranfietd  Sackville,  E.  of  Dorset  and 
Middlesex 

James  Cecil,  E.  of  Salisbury 
John  Cecil,  E.  of  Exeter 
Scroop  Egerton,  E.  of  Bridgewater 
John  Siduey,  E.  of  Leicester 
George  Compton,  E.  of  Northampton 

* Edward  Ileury  Rich,  E.  of  Warwiek  and 
Holland 

Basil  Fielding,  E,  of  Denbigh 
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Pawlet  St.  John,  E.  of  Bolingbroke 
Thomas  Fane,  E.  of  Westmorland 
Charles  Montagu,  E.  of  Manchester 
Henry  Bowes  Howard,  E.  of  Berkshire 
William  Savage,  E.  Rivers 
C h i!  Its  Mordaunt,  E.  of  Peterboioaji  at 
Mou  mouth 

Thomas  Grey,  E.  of  Stamford 
Philip  Stanhope,  E.  of  Chesterfield 
Tlimnas  Tuftou,  E.  of  Tiianet 
Charles  Spencer,  E.  of  Sunderland 
N icholas  Leak,  E.  of  bear-dale 
Edward  .Montague,  E.  of  Sandwich 
Edward  Hyde,  E.  of  Clarendon 

* William  Capel,  E.  of  Essex 
George  Brudenal,  E.  of  Cardigan 
Arthur  A nnesley,  E.  of  Anglesey 
Charles  Howard,  E.  of  Carlisle 
Thomas  Bruce,  E.  of  Ailesbury 

* Richard  Boyle,  E.  of  Burlington 

* Anthony  Aslily  Cooper,  E.  of  Sk-aftshw; 
Edward-Henry  Lee,  E.  of  Litchfield 
Thomas  Leonard,  E.  of  Sussex 
Charles  Bodvile  Roberts,  £.  of  Radnor 
William  Fusion,  E.  of  Yarmouth 
James  Berkley,  E.  of.Berkley 

Daniel  Finch,  E.  of  Nottingham 
Montagu-Yenables  Bertie,  E.  of  Abingdon 
Baptist  Noel,  E.  of  Gainsborough 
Robert  Darcey,  E.  of  Uolderness 
Other  Windsor,  E.  of  Plymouth 
James  Ratcliff,  E.  of  Derwentwater 
Henry  Stafford  Howard,  E.  of  Stafford 
Henry  Bentinck,  E.  of  Portland 
Arthur  Herbert,  E.  of  Torrington 
Richard  Lumley,  E.  of  Scarborough 
George  Booth,  E.  of  Warrington 
Richard  Newport,  E.  of  Bradford 
Frederick  Zulestcin,  E.  of  Itochford 
Arnold  Joost  van  Kepel,  E.  of  Albemarle 

* Tiiomas  Coventry,  E.  of  Coventry 
Edward  Russel,  E.  of  Orford 
William  Villiers,  E.  of  Jersey 

Henry  d’Auverquerque,  E.  of  Grantham 
John  Campbell,  E.  of  Greenwich  (ind  2 i 
Argile) 

Thomas  Wharton,  E.  of  Wharton 
Francis  Godolphin,  E.  of  Godolphin 
Hugh  Cholmlev,  E.  of  Cholmley 
Thomas  Wentworth,  E.  of  Strafford. 

VtSCOUSTS. 

Price  Devereux,  Viscount  Hereford 
Henry  Brown,  Vise.  Montacute 
Lawrence  Fienes,  Vise.  Say  and  Set* 
Thomas  Bellasyse,  Vise.  Ealconberg 
Charles  Towntlicnd,  Vise.  Townsbend 
Thomas  Thynne,  Vise.  Weymouth. 

William  Hatton,  Vise.  Halloo 

* Talbot  Yclverton,  Vise.  Longuevile 

* Richard  Lowtbcr,  Vise.  Lonsdale 
Henry  St.  John,  Vise.  Buhngbroke* 

BARONS. 

George  Nevil,  Ld.  Abergaveny 

* James  Toucbet,  Ld.  Audly 
Julia  West,  Ld.  De  la  War 
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bert  Shirley,  Ld.  Ferrers 
arles  Mild  may,  Ld.  Fitzwafter 
Sdward  Ward,  L.  Dudly  and  Ward 
ward  Stourton,  Ld.  Stourton 
orgeVerney,  Ld.  Willoughby  of  Broke 

Willoughby,  Ld.  Willoughby  ofParhtm 

nry  Paget,  Ld.  Paget  and  Burton 
Dmas  Howard,  Ld.  Howard  of  Effingham 
Ilian  North,  Ld.  North,  and  Ld.  Gray  of 
lolleston 

oes  Bruges,  Ld.  Chandos 

Jliam  Ferdinand  Cary,  Ld.  Hunsdon 

St.  John,  Ld.  St.  John  of  Blctsho 

homas  Petre,  Ld.  Petre 
Draas  Arundel,  Lord  Arundel  of  Wardour 
"land  Dormer,  Ld.  Dormer 
nry  Roper,  Ld.  Tenhaoi 
ViJliam  Grevil,  Ld.  Brook 
«evd  Lovelace,  Ld.  Lovelace 
nister  Maynard,  Ld.  Maynard 
aries  Howard,  Ld.  Howard  of  Escrick 
ward  Leigh,  Ld.  Leigh 
iliiam  Byron,  Ld.  Byron 
iliiam  Widdrington,  Ld.  Widdrington 
bn  Colepeper,  Ld.  Colepeper 
wis  Watson,  Ld.  Rockingham 
)bert  Sutton,  Ld.  Lexington 
irinaduke  Langdale,  L.  Langdale 
illiara  Berkeley,  Lord  Berkeley  of  Stratton 
•aries  Cornwallis,  Lord  Cornwallis  , 

ithaniel  Crew,  Ld.  Crew,  and  Ld.  Bishop  of 
Burliam 

"lm  Arundel,  lord  Arundel  of  Trerica 
Villiam  Craven,  lord  Craven 
lugh  Clifford,  Ld.  Clifford  of  Cbudleigh 
'V Uliana  Henry  Osborne,  Ld.  Osborne 
ba  Carteret,  Ld.  Carteret 
mrles  Ben  net,  Ld.  Ossulston 
iliiam  Stawell,  Ld.  Stawell 
ancis  North,  Ld.  Guildford 
mes  Waldgrave,  Ld.  Waldgrare 
bn  Ashburnham,  Ld.  Ashburnham 
iliiam  Farmer,  Ld.  Leimpster 
ivies  Butler,  Ld.  Batter  of  Weston 
?D*  Herbert,  Ld.  Herbert  of  Cherbury 
aurice  Thompson,  Ld.  Uaversham 
bn  Sommers,  Ld.  Sommers 
iristopher  Vane,  Ld.  Bernard 
•ades  Mountagu,  Ld.  Halifax 
:v,ca-e  Finch,  Ld.  Guernsey 
m Levenon  Gower,  Ld.  Gower 
vicis  Seymour  Conway,  Ld.  Conway 
Hmey,  Ld.  Ilervey 
J~,am  Cotvper,  Ld.  Cowper 
Ibomas  Pelham,  Ld.  Pelham 
?***  Compton,  Ld.  Compton 
wlcs  Bruce,  Ld.  Bruce 
Hay,  Lord  Hay 
r0®**  Windsor,  Ld.  Windsor 
omasMansel,  Ld.  Mansel 

w»Honghby,  Ld.  Middleton 
,ionias  Trevor,  Ld.  Trevor 
eorS('  ytBndville,  Ld.  Lansdowne 
J®0*1  Masham,  Ld.  Masham 
Foley,  Ld.  Foley 
v®  Bathurst,  Ld.  Bathurst 
***  Benson,  Ld.  Biugley 


ARCHBISHOPS  AND  BISHOPS. 

Dr.  Tliomas  Tennison,  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
. bury 

Dr.  John  Sharp,  Archbishop  of  York 
Dr.  John  Robinson,  Bishop  of  London 
Dr.  Nathaniel  Crew,  Bp.  of  Durham  and  Lord 
Crew 

Sir  Jonathan  Trelawny,  hart.  Bp.  of  Win- 
chester 

Dr.  William  Lloyd,  Bp.  of  Worcester 
Dr.  Gilbert  Burnet,  Bp.  of  Sarum 
Dr.  John  Hough,  Bp.  of  Litchfield  and  Co- 
ventry 

Dr.  John  Moore,  Bp.  of  Ely 

Dr.  Richard  Cumberland,  Bp.  of  Peterborough 

Dr.  Edward  Fowler,  Bp.  of  Gloucester 

Dr.  William  Talbot,  Bp.  of  Oxford 

Dr.  John  Evans,  Bp.  of  Bangor 

Dr.  William  Nicolson,  Bp.  of  Carlisle 

Dr.  George  Hooper,  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells 

Dr.  William  Waite,  Bp.  of  Lincoln 

Dr.  John  Tyler,  Bp.  of  Llandaff 

Dr.  Offspring  Blackball,  Bp.  of  Exeter 

Sir  William  Dawes,  bart.  Bp.  of  Chester 

Dr.  Charles  Trimoel,  Bp.  of  Norwich 

Dr.  William  Fleetwood,  Bp.  of  St.  Asaph 

Dr.  Thomas  Maningham,  Bp.  of  Chichester 

Dr.  George  Smallridge,  Bp.  of  Bristol 

Dr.  Philip  Bliss,  Bp.  of  Hereford 

Dr.  Adam  Ottley,  Bp.  of  St.  David’s 

Dr.  Francis  A tier  bury.  Bp.  of  Rochester 

Pex&s  op  Scotland. 


Duke  of  Athol 
EarlofMarr 

Eglington 
Kinnonle 
Loudoun 
Finlater  & Sea- 
field 
Selkirk 
Nortbesk 


Earl  of  Dundonnhl 
Brodalbine 
Dun  more 
Orkoey 
Roseberrie 
Portmore 
Kilsyth 

Lord  Bahnerinoch. 


List  of  the  House  of  Commons .]  The  List 
of  the  Members  ot  the  House  of  Commons  was 
as  follows : 


A List  of  the  House  of  Cowmons  in  the 
Fourth  Parliament  of  Great-Britain,  which 
met  February  16,  1714. 


A bin gt on. 

Sir  Simon  Harcourt. 

Agmondcsham, 
Gerrard  Drake, 

James  Herbett. 

Albans,  (5/.) 
William  Grimston, 
William  Hale. 

Aldborottgh , (Suffolk) 
Sir  Henry  Johnson, 
William  Johnson. 

A Id  borough,  ( Yorkshire ) 
John  Dawney, 

Paul  Foley. 

Allcrton-NarAf 
Henry  Peirce, 

John  Smelt. 


Andever, 
William  GuidaU, 
Gilbert  Scarfc. 

An  elf  sea. 

Lord  Du  Ike  ley. 
Ajtleby, 

Tliomas  Lutarych, 

Sir  Richard  Sundfonfc 
Arundel , 

Henry  < Jbriaa, 
Richard  I.umfey. 

Ashburton , 

Roger  Tuck  field, 
Richard  RcyneU. 

Aylesbury, 

Simon  Hmrcomf, 

John  Ldiugtoa. 
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Banbury, 
Jonathan  Cope. 

Banutaple, 

Sr  Arthur  Chichester. 
Sir  Nicholas  Hooper. 
Bath , 

John  Codrington, 
Robert  Gay. 

Beaumaris , 
Henry  Bertie. 

Bedfordshire , 

Sir  Pincent  Charnock. 
John  Harvey. 

Bedford  Town , 
John  Cater, 

Samuel  Rolt 
Bedwin, 

Sir  Edward  Seymour, 
Thomas  Millington. 
Berkshire , 

Sir  John  Stonehouse, 
Robert  Packer. 

Berwick  Town, 
Richard  Hampden, 
William  Ord. 
Beverley , 

Sir  Charles  Hotham, 
Sir  Michael  Wharton. 
Bead  ley, 

Salway  Winnington. 

Bishop’s  Castle, 
Sir  Robert  Raymond, 
Richard  Harnage. 

Bletchingly, 
George  Evelyn, 
Thomas  Onslow. 

Bodmin, 

Francis  Roberts, 
Thomas  Sclater. 

Boralslon, 

Sir  Peter  King, 
Lawrence  Carter. 

Bcroughbridge, 
Sir  Brian  Stapleton, 
Edmund  Dunch. 

Bossxney , 

Sir  William  Pole, 
Paul  Orchard. 

Boston , 

Richard  Wynn, 

Henry  Heron. 

Brackley, 
William  Egerton, 

Paul  Methuen. 

Br  amber. 

Lord  Hawley, 

Andrew  Windsor. 

Brecon  County, 
Sir  Edward  Williams. 

Brecon  Town, 
Roger  Jones. 

Bridgewater , 
Nathaniel  Palmer, 
John  Rolle. 

Bridport, 

William  Coventry, 
Hoskins  Gifford. 

Bristol, 

Joseph  Earle, 

Thomas  Edwards. 

Bridgnorth, 

Will  inn  Whitmore, 


John  Weaver. 

Buckinghamsh  ire , 
Lord  Fermanagh, 

John  Fleetw  ood. 

Buckingham  Town, 
John  Radcliffc, 

Thomas  Chapman. 
Caine, 

William  Hedges, 
William  Northey. 

Cambridgeshire, 
John  Bromley, 

John  Jennings. 

Cambridge  Town, 
Sir  John  Cotton, 

Samuel  Shepherd. 

Cambridge  University, 
Dixey  Windsor, 

Thomas  Paske. 

Camelford , 

Sir  Boucher  Wray, 
James  Nichols. 

Canterbury, 

John  Ilardress, 

Henry  Lee. 

Cardiff*, 

Sir  Edward  Stradling. 

Cardiganshire, 
Thomas  Jones. 

Cardigan  Town, 

Sir  George  Barlow. 
Carlisle , 

Sir  Christ.  Musgrave, 
Thomas  Stanwix. 

Carmarthenshire, 

Sir  Thomas  Powel. 

Carmarthen  Town, 
Richard  Vaughan. 

Carnarvonshire, 
William  Griffith. 

Carnarvon  Town, 
Thomas  Wynn. 

Castle  Rising, 
William  Fielding, 
Horatio  Walpole. 
Cheshire , 

Sir  George  Warburton, 
Charles  Cholmondeley. 

Chester  City , 

Sir  Henry  Banbury, 
Peter  Sharkerly. 

Chichester, 

William  Elton, 

James  Rrudenel. 

Chippenham, 

John  Norris, 

John  Eylca. 

Chipping- Wtcomb, 
Sir  John  Whittewrouge, 
Sir  Thomas  Lee. 

Christ's  Church, 

Sir  Peter  Mews, 

William  Ettricke. 

Cirencester, 

Thomas  Master, 
Benjamin  Bathurst. 
Clifton , 

Sir  William  Drake, 
Frederick  Herne. 

Clilhero, 

Thomas  Lister, 

Charles  Stanley. 


Cocke  month, 
Joseph  Mungravc,  * 
Nicholas  Lechmcre. 
Colchester, 

Sir  Thomas  W ebster, 

Sir  Isaac  Rebow. 

Corfcastle , 

John  Banks, 

Richard  Fownes. 
Cornwall , 

Sir  William  Carew, 

John  Trtv anion. 
Coventry, 

Sir  Christopher  Hales, 
Sir  Fuller  Skip  with. 

Crick  lade. 

Sir  Thomas  Read, 
Samuel  Robinson. 

Cumberland, 

James  Lowther, 

Gilfred  Lawson. 

Denbighshire, 

Sir  R.  Middleton. 

Denbigh  Town, 
John  Wynn. 

Derbyshire, 

John  Curzon, 

Godfrey  Clark. 

Derby  Town, 
Edward  Munday, 
Nathaniel  Curzon. 

Devizes, 

Robert  Child, 

John  Nicholas. 

Devonshire, 

Sir  William  Courtnay, 
Sir  Copleston  Bamptield. 

Dorsetshire, 
Thomas  Strangeways, 
George  Chaffin. 

Dorchester , 

Sir  Nathaniel  Napier, 
Henry  Treochard. 
Dover, 

Sir  William  Hardress, 
Philip  Papillon. 

Downton, 

John  Eyre, 

John  Saver. 

Droitwich, ' 

Richard  Foley, 

Edward  Jeffrey)*. 

Durham  County, 
John  Ed.  n, 

John  Hodwortb. 

Durham  City, 
Thomas  Conyers, 

Robert  Shafto. 

East  low. 

Sir  Charles  Hedges, 
Edward  Jennings. 

Edmund's  Bury, 
Carr  Hervey, 

Awbery  Porter. 

Essex, 

Sir  Charles  Barrington, 
Sir  Richard  Child. 
Evesham , 

Sir  Edward  Good  ere, 
John  Rudgc. 

Exeter , 

John  Rolle, 


Francis  Drew. 

Bye, 

Thomas  Maynard, 
Edward  Hopkins. 

Flintshire, 

Sir  John  Conway. 

Flint  Town, 

Sir  R.  Most  yd. 
Foxerey, 

Henry  Vincent, 
German  Wycfce. 
Gatton , 

William  Newtand, 
Paul  Docmintque. 

Germans  (St.) 
Edward  Elliot. 

John  Knight. 

G larmsrganskut, 
Robert  Jones. 

Gloucestershire, 

John  Berkeley, 
Thomas  Stevens. 

Gloucester  Ckj, 
John  Snell, 

Charles  Ccnc. 

Grr.npouwd, 
Thomas  Cook, 
Andrew  Quick. 

Grant  kam. 

Sir  John  Bmwnloee, 
Sir  John  ThorokL 
Grimsby, 
Arthur  Moore, 
William  Cotesworth. 

Grtmstead, 
Spencer  Comptoo, 
John  Conyers. 

Guildford, 

Sir  Richard  Ooslow, 
Morgan  KandyL 
Harwich , 

Carew  Harvey, 
Thomas  Heath. 

Hatfemere, 
George  Vernon, 
Nicholas  Carew. 
Hastings, 

Archibald  Hutchinssr, 
Sir  Joseph  Marti*. 

Haverford-wut, 
John  I^ugham. 
Helslon, 

Thomas  Tomkins, 
Alexander  PendiirA 
Herefordshire, 
Lord  Scudamore, 

Sir  Thomas  Morgan 
Hereford  Crftr, 
James  Bridges, 
Thomas  Foley. 

Hertfordshire, 
Ralph  Freeman, 
Thomas  Halsey. 

Hertford  Tout, 
Charles  Gesar, 
Richard  Goubtoo. 
Heydm, 

William  Pulteoey, 
Hugh  Cholmoadety, 
Heytesbury, 
Edward  Asb, 

Peirce  A Court. 
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Highatn  Ferrers, 
Charles  I^igh. 

Iltndon , 

Reynolds  Coltborpe, 
•tic hard  Ixjckwood. 
Honiton, 

5ir  William  Drake, 
fames  Shepherd. 

Horsham, 

ITharle*  Rversfteld, 
fobs  Middleton. 

Hu  n tingdonsh  i re, 
»ir  Matthew  Dudley, 
tubert  Piggot. 

Huntingdon  Town, 
Lord  Hinchinbrook, 
iidney  Wortley 
Hythe, 

facob  De^boverie, 
Boteler. 

I Ices  ter, 

5dwa*d  Philips, 

*r  James  Bateman. 

ifnwich, 

William  Thompson. 
William  Churchill. 

Ices,  (St.) 

»ir  William  Peudarris, 
lohn  Hopkins. 

helling  ton , 

5ir  John  Coryton, 
Samuel  Kollo. 

Kent, 

Sir  Edw  Knatchbull, 
Percival  Hart. 

Kingston, 

Sir  William  St.  Quiotin, 
Wiliam  Maisters. 

Knaesoo  ough, 
"hristopher  Stockdalc, 
lames  hawkes. 

Lancashire, 

Sir  John  Btand, 

Richard  Shuttleworth. 

fjtnc.aster  Town , 
Robert  H-*y*ham, 
A'liiani  Hey 'ham.  - 
Lancaum, 
lohn  Arwti*, 

£dward  Herle. 

Leicestershire, 

Lord  Tam  worth, 
hr  .Thomas  Care. 

Ijcicester  Town, 

Sir  George  Beaumont, 
lames  VVirotanley. 

Leominster, 

Bdward  Harley, 

Henry  Gorge*. 

Leskard, 

William  Bridges, 

Philip  Rashleigh. 

Lestwithiri, 

Sir  Thomas  Cjarges, 
Erasmus  Lewis. 

Lewes, 

Thomas  Pelham, 

John  Trevor. 

Lincolnshire, 

Lord  Willoughby, 

Sir  Willough.  Hickman. 

Lincoln  City, 
Thomas  Lister, 

VOL.  V|. 


John  Sibthorpe. 

Litchfield, 
Richard  Dyot, 

John  Coates.  0 
Liverpool , 

Sir  Thomas  Johnson, 
William  Clayton. 

London, 

Sir  Johu  Ward, 

Sir  Thomas  Scawen, 
Robert  Heysbam, 
Peter  Godfrey. 
Ludlow, 

Humphrey  Walcott, 
Acton  Baldwyn. 

Lugger  shall, 

John  Richmond, 
Anthony  Cornish. 

Lyme  Regis, 
Henry  Henley, 

John  Burridge. 

Lymington, 

Lord  Paw  let! , 

Sir  Joseph  Jekyll. 

Lynn- Regis, 

Sir  Charles  Turner, 
Robert  Walpole. 

Mn  ids  tone. 

Sir  Robert  Masham, 
Sir  Samuel  Ongtey. 

Malden, 

John  Comyrw, 

Thomas  Brainston. 

Malms  bury , 

Sir  John  Rushout, 
Joseph  Addison. 

M niton, 

Thomas  Wentworth, 
William  Strickland. 

Marlborough , 
Robert  Bruce, 

Gabriel  Roberts. 
Marlow , 

Sir  James  Etheridge, 
George  Bruere. 

Mawes,  (St.) 
Francis  Scobeil, 
Edward  RolL 

Melctmb - Reg  is, 
James  Littleton, 
William  Betts. 

Merioneth, 
Richard  Vaughan. 

Midhurst, 

John  Pratt, 

William  Knight. 

Middlesex, 

James  Bertie, 

Hugh  Smithson. 

Mititourn , 

Sir  Thomas  Treval, 
Jam***  Medlycott. 

M-nehead, 

Sir  John  Trevelyan, 
Sir  Jacob  Bank*. 

Michael . (St). 

Sir  Henry  Bellasis, 
John  Strathain. 

Monmouthshire, 
John  Morgan, 

Sir  Charles  Kemeys. 

Monmouth  Town , 
Clayton  Milboum. 


Morpeth, 

I Sir  John  Germaine, 

' Oyley  Douglas. 

Mon  tgomeryshire, 
Edward  Vaughan. 

Montgomery  Town, 
John  Pugh. 

Newark, 

I Richard  Sutton, 

Richanl  Newdieate. 
Newcastle,  ( Stnjfordsh .) 

I Rowland  Cotton, 

William  Buralem. 

Newcastle  (Northum.) 
Sir  William  Biacket, 
William  Wrightsott. 

Newport,  ( Cornwall ) 
Sir  Nicholas  Morrice, 
Humphrey  Morrice. 

Newport,  (Hants.) 
John  Webb, 

William  Stevens. 

Newton,  ( Lancash .) 
John  Ward, 

Abraham  Blackmore. 

Newton,  (Hants.) 
James  Worsley, 

Henry  Worsley. 

Norfolk  County, 

Sir  Edward  Bacon, 

Sir  Jacob  Astley. 

Northampton, 

Sir  Justinian  Isham, 
Thomas  Cartwright. 

Northampton  Town, 
George  Montagu, 
William  Wykes. 

Nortkumberla  nd, 
Algernoon  Seymour, 
Francis  Delavall. 

Norwich, 

Robert  Bene, 

Richard  Berney. 

Nottinghamshire , 
Francis  Willoughby, 
William  Levinz. 

Nottingham  Town , 
Robert  Sacheverell, 

Bor  lace  Warren. 

Okehampton, 
Christopher  Harris, 
William  Northmorc. 
Orford, 

Sir  Edward  Turner, 
Clement  Corrance. 

Oxfortlshire, 

Sir  Robert  Jenkinson, 
Francis  Clerke. 

Oxford  City , 

Sir  John  Walter, 

Thomas  Rowney. 

Oxford  Unitersily, 
William  Bromley, 

Sir  William  Whitlock. 

Pembrokeshire, 

John  Barlow. 

Pembroke  Town, 
Lewis  Wogan. 

Ptnryn, 

Hugh  Boseawen, 

Satnu**!  Trefusis. 

Peterborough, 

John  Fitzwilliauu, 

4 L 
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Charles  Parker. 

Pclttrsjleld, 

Leonard  Bilsan, 

Norton  Powlett. 

Plymouth, 

Sir  John  Rogers, 

Sir  George  Byng. 

Plympton, 

George  Treby, 

Richard  Edgcomb. 

/W, 

Sir  William  I^ewen, 
George  Trenchard. 

Pontefract, 

Robert  Frank, 

John  Dawncy. 

Portsmouth, 

Sir  James  Wishart, 

Sir  Thomas  Mack  worth. 
Preston; 

Edward  Southwell, 

Henry  Fleetwood. 

Queenborougk, 
Thomas  King, 

Charles  Fotbcrby. 

Radnor  County, 
Tbomas  Harley. 

Radnor  Town, 

Lord  Harley. 

Reading, 

Felix  Calvert, 

Robert  Clarges. 

Retford, 

Francis  Lewis, 

John  Digby. 

Richmond, 

John  Yorke, 

Harry  MordaunL 
Rrppou, 

John  Aisfaby, 

John  Sharpe. 

Rochester, 

Sir  John  Leak, 

William  Cage. 

Romney, 

Edward  Watson, 

Sir  John  Furoese. 

Rutlandshire, 

Lord  Finch, 

Lord  Sherrard. 

Rye, 

Sir  John  Norrjs, 

Philip  Gibbon. 

Rugate, 

Sir  John  Parsons, 

James  Cocks. 

Salop  County, 

Lord  Newport, 

John  Kynaston. 

Salop  Town, 

Thomas  Jonr.s. 

Edward  Cresset, 

Saltash , 

William  Shippen, 
Jonathan  ElfortL 
Sandwich, 

John  Mitchell, 

Sir  Henry  Oxendtn. 

Sarttm  New, 

Richard  Jones, 

Sir  Stephen  Fox. 

Sarum,  Old 
Thomas  Pitt, 
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Robert  Pitt 

Scarborough, 
William  Thompson, 
John  Hungerfurd. 

Seaford, 

William  Lon-wles, 

John  Naylor. 

Shaft  sharp , i 
Henry  Whitaker, 
Edward  Nicholas. 

Shore  ham , 

Nathaniel  Gould, 
Francis  Chamberlayne. 

Somersetshire, 

Sir  William  Wyndhara, 
Thomas  Horner. 

Southampton  County, 
Thomas  Lewis, 

Sir  Anthony  Sturt. 

Southampton  Town, 
Richard  Flemming, 
Roger  Harris. 

Southwark, 

John  I adc, 

Fisher  Trench. 

Staffordshire , 

Ralph  Snead, 

Henry  Vernon. 

St  ijTord  Town, 
Walter  Chetwynd, 
Ilenry  Vernon. 

Stanford, 

Charles  Cecil, 

Char  les  Rertie. 

Stcyning, 

Harry  Goring, 

William  Wallis. 

Stuckh  ridge, 
Thomas  Rruderick, 
James  e.  of  Barrimore. 
Sudbury, 

Sir  Harvey  Elwys, 
Robert  Kchlyn. 

Suffolk , 

Sir  Thomas  Hanmer, 
Sir  Robert  D avers, 
Surrey, 

Heneage  Finch, 

Sir  Richard  Onslow. 
Sussex, 

Henry  Champion, 

John  Fuller. 

Tamvoorth , 

Joseph  Girdle, 

Samuel  Bracebridge. 

Tavistock, 

Sir  John  Cope, 

James  Bultccl. 

Taunton , 

Sir  Francis  Warre, 
Henry  Portraan. 

Tewksbury, 

William  Dowdeswcll, 
Charles  Dowdeswcll. 
Thetfurd , 

Sir  William  Barker, 
Dudley  North. 

Think , 

Thomas  Fraukland, 
Ralph  Bell. 

Tiverton, 

S>r  Edward  Norlhey, 
Thomas  Bore. 


Tot  ness, 

Francis  Gwynn, 
Stephen  Northleigh. 
Tregony, 

Sir  Edmund  Prideaux, 
James  Creggs. 

Truro, 

Thomas  Hart, 

William  Collier. 

W ailing  ford, 
Richard  Bigge, 
Thomas  Rendu. 

Warwickshire, 

Sir  John  Mordaunt, 
Andrew  Archer. 

Warwick  Town, 
Doddington  Grevill, 
William  Coleraore. 

Wareham, 
Thomas  Erie, 

George  Pitt. 

Wells, 

Sir  Thomas  Wroth, 
Maurice  Berkeley. 

Wendovcr, 

Sir  Roger  Hill, 

James  Stanhope. 

Wen  lock. 

Sir  William  Forrester, 
Richard  Newport. 

Weakly, 

Johu  Birch, 

Uvedale  Price. 

W estbury , 

Henry  Bertie, 

Francis  Aunesley. 

West  low. 

Sir  Charles  Wager, 
John  Trelawney. 

Westminster, 

Sir  Thomas  Cross, 
Thomas  Medlicott. 

Westmoreland,  . 
James  Graham, 

Daniel  Wilson. 

Weymouth, 
Daniel  Harvey, 

John  Baker. 

Whitchurch, 
Frederick  Tilney, 
Thomas  Vernon. 

Winchtlsea , 
George  Doddington, 
Robert  Bristow. 

Winchester, 

John  Poplram, 

Charles  Bridges. 
Windsor , 

Christophe  r Wren, 
Charles  Aid  worth. 

Wilton, 

John  Loudon, 

Thomas  Pitt. 

Wiltshire , 

Sir  Richard  How, 
Robert  Hyde. 

Woodstock, 

Sir  Thomas  Wheate, 
William  Cadogan. 

Woo  ton  Basset , 
Richard  Crcswell, 
Edmund  Pleydell. 
Wygart, 


Sir  Roger  Bradshaigh, 
George  Keniton. 

Worcestershire , 
Sir  John  Packington, 
Samuel  Pitts. 

Worcester  City, 
Thomas  VVylJe, 
Samuel  Swift. 

Yarmouth  (iVor/*.) 
Richard  Ferrier, 


George  England. 

Yarmouth  (Huts 
Henry  Holmes, 
Gilbert  Do! ben. 

Yorkshire, 

Lord  Downe, 

Sir  Arthur  Kar. 

York  City, 

Sir  William  Rebus*. 
Robert  Benson. 


Sir  Thomas  Haxmik,  Speaker. 


Sir  Thomas  Hanmer  chosen  Speaker.]  Tb 
Commons  being  returned  to  their  House, 

Sir  Arthur  Kay  acquainted  them, ‘*114111?: 
majesty  had  directed  them  to  proceed  to  dw 
choice  of  a Speaker  : that  he  conceived  a {*• 
son  fitted  for  that  high  trust  must  be  one  <i 
great  temper,  who  would  hear  w ith  canojc/, 
what  every  gentleman  had  to  offer  lor  lie  *x- 
vice  of  her  majesty  and  the  public:  that  he 
ought  to  tea  person  unquestionably  true  loti* 
interest  of  the  church  of  England;  upon 
the  safety  of  the  state  depends:  and,a§hetwk 
this  opportunity  to  express  his  satisfaction  u 
the  choice  of  the  last  Speaker,  who  would  ere: 
he  an  honour  to  those  who  chose  him,  i&i 
whose  conduct  ought  to  convince  the  wocii 
that  nothing  can  more  effectually  make  i» 
kingdom  safe,  than  the  same  principles;  so, tv 
succeed  that  honourable  gentleman,  he  tod 
leave  to  propose  another  of  the  like  character, 
whose  sincere  adherence  to  our  constitution, 
whose  affection  to  the  house  of  Hanover, 
conduct,  integrity,  and  ability,  were  so  wd* 
known,  that  he  needed  only  take  leave  to  pn>* 
pose  him  : And  he  named  sir  Thomas 
mer 

After  which  the  Lord  Scudamore  said, * TU 
he  could  add  nothing  to  that  gentleman’s  ch** 
racter ; and  therefore  should  only  second  tie 
motion.*  Mr.  Thomson  and  Mr.  Onslow  agrees 
in  the  same  motion. 

Mr.  Richard  Steele  took  upon  him  to  say  he 
had  the  same  honourable  sentiments  of  d& 
gentleman,  in  the  following  words,  “Aid* 
close  of  the  last  parliament,  her  majesty 
graciously  pleased  to  declare  from  the  tbre*. 
that  the  late  rejected  Bill  of  Commerce !*• 
tween  Great  Britain  and  France,  should  be 
fered  to  this  House.  That  declaration  *»s cer- 
tainly made,  that  every  gentleman  who  shook1 
have  the  honour  to  be  returned  hither,  nnjk 
make  himself  master  of  that  important 


* “ Sir  Thomas  iiaumer,  a statesman,  bo*? 
1676,  and  educated  at  Westminster  school^ 
Christ  Church,  Oxford.  He  was  for  SO  year- 
member  of  parliament  as  representative  Ci 
either  Suffolk,  Flintshire  or  Thetford,  and  12 
1713  he  was  chosen  Speaker,  an  office  wh^ 
he  adorned  by  dignity  of  deportment,  com- 
manding eloquence,  and  great  impartiality 
He  retired  from  public  life,  and  devoted  him- 
self to  literary  pursuits,  lie  published  an  ca- 
tion of  Shakespeare,.  in  an  elegant  and  ®a$n5‘ 
ft  cent  stile,  which  he  presented  to  tic  oartr 
sity  of  Oxford,  in  6 vols.  4to.  He  died 
teat,  Suffolk,  5th  April,  1746.’' 
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ion.  It  is  demonstration  that  was  a most  per- 
icious  bill,  and  no  man  can  have  a greater 
tent  to  this  House  than  his,  by  whose  weight 
nd  authority  that  pernicious  bill  was  thrown 
ur.  I rise  up  to  do  him  honour  * in  some 
lensure,  and  distinguish  myself,  by  saying,  I 
ish  him  our  Speaker,  for  that  his  inestimable 
prvice  to  his  country.” 

Sir  Thomas  Hanmer  then  stood  up  in  his 
lace;  and  acknowledged  the  obligation  he  had 
d those  gentlemen  who  had  thought  him  worthy 
d be  mentioned  upon  that  occasion ; but  said, 
He  was  sure  there  were  many  others  present, 
ritli  whom  lie  had  had  the  honour  to  sit  in 
inner  parliaments,  who  could  witness  for  him, 
iow  unequal  he  was  to  such  an  undertaking, 
liat  it  was  true,  he  had  been  a member  of  the 
louse  long  enough  to  have  qualified  himself 
»etter  for  the  service  of  it ; but  the  experience 
le  had  got  served  only  to  deter  him,  by  making 
itm  sensible  of  the  great  difficulties  which  at- 
ended  the  chair,  without  giving  him  improve- 
nents  sufficient  for  it.  That  he  had  always 
t»und  the  duty  of  a private  member  to  he  nice 
ind  difficult  enough ; but  the  mistakes  of  a sin- 
;le  person  could  be  of  little  consequence  to  the 
jublic ; whereas,  in  the  service  of  the  chair,  it 
*as  necessary  to  bring  proportionable  abilities, 
vs  well  as  honest  intentions  ; otherwise  the  bu- 
siness, both  of  the  queen  and  kingdom,  would 
suffer  by  it.  That  it  would  be  a great  concern 
(>  him  to  be  the  occasion  of  any  impediment  or 
prejudice  to  the  public  affairs  by  those  imper- 
ections  which  it  would  not  be  in  his  power  to 
nelp;  and  therefore  he  desired  the  House 
»ould  think  of  calling  some  other  gentleman  to 
:he  chuir,  of  better  abilities,  to  answer  the  ex- 
pectations which  they  ought  justly  to  have  from 
tiiin  whom  they  should  appoint  to  serve  them  in 
that  station.*' 

But  the  House  unanimously  called  upon  him, 
To  the  Chair : Whereupon,  sir  Arthur  Kay  and 
the  lord  Scudamore,  took  him  out  of  his  place, 
and  led  him  up  the  House  from  the  bar  to  the 
Chair:  Where,  upon  the  steps,  he  said,  It  was 
tot  yet  too  late  for  gentlemen  to  alter  their  re- 

* At  these  words,  the  light-headed  part  of 
the  House  clamoured  out,  * The  Tatler  ! the 
‘ Tatler  !*  For  Mr.  Steele's  Account  of  the 
manner  in  which  this  Speech  was  received,  see 
his  ‘ Apology'  at  p.  1275. 

“ Whatever  reception  this  speech  met  with 
in  that  honourable  assembly,  it  is  certain  that 
a set  of  men,  who  for  some  years  past,  have 
made  it  their  business  to  turn  the  best  men  and 
things  into  jest  and  ridicule,  endeavoured  to  ex- 
pose it,  without  foolishly  carping  at  Mr.  Steele's 
expression  of  * Rising  up  to  do  sir  Thomas 

* Hanmer  honour.'  But,  to  all  men  of  sense 
and  learning,  they  only  exposed  their  own  ig- 
norance, both  of  the  beauties  of  the  English 
tongue,  and  of  true  Latiu  ; ‘ To  rise  up  to  do 

* °ne  honour,*  being  nn  elegnnt  allusion  to 

* d«T trgere  alicui ,'  a common  expression  among 
the  old  Romans,  signifying  the  same  thing  Mr. 
^teele  meant  in  English.”  Political  State. 


1 4. — His  Speech  on  being  presented.  [ 1 254 

solution  ; and  begged  leave  to  repeat  his  just 
excuse?,  and  to  assure  them,  that  no  one  ever 
came  so  near  the  chair  who  was  so  little  quali- 
fied to  do  the  duty  of  it ; and  therefore  lie 
hoped  they  would  cousult  their  own  honour  and 
service,  by  turning  their  thoughts  to  a belter 
choice.  But  i he  House  cried,  No,  no.  Where- 
upon he  took  the  chair,  and  said,  Though  the 
House  would  n»t  allow  of  his  excuse,  he  hoped 
they  would  he  pleased  to  permit  him  to  imer- 
cede  with  her  majesty  to  command  them  to 
proceed  to  another  election.  The  members 
cried,  No,  no.  And  then  the  mace  was  laid 
upon  the  table.  After  which 

Mr.  Secretary  liromky  said,  “ He  congratu- 
lated the  House  and  the  public,  for  the  good 
choice  they  had  made  of  one  w ho  brought  with 
him  abilities,  not  only  to  fill,  hut  to  adorn,  the 
chair.  That  he  understood  it  was  her  majesty’s 
pleasure, the  House  should  present  their  Speaker 
on  Thursday  ; and  therefore  moved  to  adjourn 
till  that  day.” 

The  Speaker's  Speech  on  being  prcscntedt  and 
approved  of.]  Feb.  13.  The  Lords  Commis- 
sioneis  being  seated  on  a form  placed  between 
the  ihroue  and  the  woolsack;  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor commanded  the  Usher  of  the  Black  Rod 
to  go  to  the  Iiou-e  of  Commons,  aud  desire  their 
attendance  iu  the  House  of  Peers.  Who  being 
come ; 

The  Speaker  elect  spake  to  the  effect  fol- 
lowing : 

“ My  Lords;  The  knights,  citizens,  and  bur- 
gesses, of  Great  Britain,  assembled  in  parlia- 
ment, by  virtue  of  her  majesty’s  writ,  and 
directed,  by  her  royal  command,  to  proceed  to 
the  choice  of  a Speaker,  have  cast  their  first 
hasty  nomination  upon  one  the  most  unworthy 
of  their  number ; commending  me  to  present 
myself  to  her  majesty,  as  the  person  they  have 
hitherto  thought  of  calling  to  that  service. — It 
is  an  honour,  and  a duty,  which  no  good  sub- 
ject ought  to  decline,  who  could  hope  so  to 
acquit  himself  in  that  station  as  to  be  instru- 
mental to  the  public  service,  and  to  the  great 
ends  of  her  majesty's  government:  But  the 
trust  is  so  important,  and  the  task  so  difficult, 
that  none  should  presume  to  undertake  it, 
without  abilities  sufficient  for  the  due  discharge 
of  it. — The  many  imperfections  I am  conscious 
of  in  myself  make  me  justly  apprehend  the 
great  prejudice  wliich  the  business  of  parlia- 
ment would  receive  from  my  weak  perform- 
ances, in  a station  upon  which  the  good  dis- 
patch of  it  does  very  much  depend  : and  there- 
fore, from  this  unadvised  step  of  the  House  of 
Commons  (which  I hope  is  the  only  one  they 
will  be  guilty  of),  I must  make  ray  humble  ap- 
peal to  the  throne,  the  last  resort  of  justice  ; 
where  the  errors  of  all  inferior  judgments  ore 
reversed : And  I desire,  with  all  duty,  to  offer 
my  petition  to  her  majesty,  That,  for  her  own 
service  and  satifactiou,  for  the  better  success  of 
those  arduous  and  urgent  affairs  which  have  in- 
duced her  to  call  this  parliament,  ani  for  the 
honour  of  the  House  of  Commons,  t>  t will  be 
pleased  to  order  them  to  re*consid  i this  tbeir 
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resolution,  and  to  come  again,  prepared  to  pre- 
sent  some  other  person  to  her  majesty  inure 
worthy  of  their  choice,  and  of  her  royal  ac- 
ceptance and  approbation.''  Whereupon 
The  Lord  Chancellor  said  : 

“ Sir  Thomas  Ilumner,  The  queen  could  ex- 
pect no  less  from  an  Mouse  of  Commons  com- 
posed of  so  many  dutiful  and  affectionate  sub- 
jects, whose  interest  in  their  country  is  an  un- 
questionable pledge  of  ilicir  true  concert)  for  it, 
tlun  (he  choice  of  a person  for  their  Speaker 
equally  qualified  for  that  important  trust,  by  a 
just  regard  for  her  prerogative,  and  an  hearty 
zeal  for  the  welfare  of  her  people.  She  com- 
mands us,  sir,  to  tell  you,  That  on  both  these 
accounts  their  choice  of  you  to  be  their  Speaker 
is  acceptable  to  her;  and,  therefore,  that  she 
approves  and  confirms  it." — After  which 
The  Speaker  replied : 

“ My  Lords ; Whatever  other  feelings  be- 
long to  me,  there  shall  be  no  defect  in  my 
obedience  to  her  majesty ; and  since  she  is 
graciously  pleased  to  think  me  worthy  of  these 
commands,  it  is  my  duty  to  endeavour  to  make 
myself  as  little  unworthy  of  them  as  I can  : — 
The  sincerity  of  my  intentions,  and  my  zeal  for 
her  majesty's  and  the  public  service,  will  be 
sure  to  guard  me  from  all  wilful  errors : And  as 
I rely  upon  her  majesty’s  great  goodness  for  the 
pardornug  my  involuntary  mistakes  ; so  I will 
comfort  uiyself  yet  further  with  this  hope,  that 
the  wants  and  imperfections  of  one  of  the 
meanest  of  her  subjects  cun  never  be  of  mo- 
ment enough  to  interrupt  the  signal  prosperity 
of  her  reign,  or  do  any  considerable  prejudice 
to  the  public  affairs,  whilst  her  great  wisdom 
presides  and  watches  over  them. — Under  these 
encouragements,  1 will  with  all  diligeuce,  and 
according  to  the  best  of  my  abilities,  apply  my- 
self to  the  discharge  of  this  great  trust ; and’ I 
shall  account  myself  happy,  if,  in  so  public  u 
post,  I may  be  able  to  give  any  more  open  and 
apparent  proofs  of  that  loyalty  and  fidelity  to 
her  majesty's  person  and  government,  and  tiiat 
lo\e  and  value  for  the  constitution  and  liberties 
of  tliis  kingdom,  which  in  ray  private  station, 
as  a subject  and  an  Englishman,  I have  always 
proposed  to  myself  as  the  rule  of  my  actions. — 
In  puisuance  therefore  of  iny  duty,  and  as  the 
first  act  of  that  trust  which  I am  commanded 
to  undertake,  I beg  leave,  by  way  of  humble 
petition  to  her  majesty,  in  the  uaine  of  the 
Commons  of  Great  Britain,  to  lay  claim  to  all 
their  ancient  mid  accustomed  rights,  privileges, 
and  immunities;  particularly,  Tiiat,  for  their 
better  attendance  upon  the  public  service,  they, 
and  their  necessary  servants,  may  be  free,  in 
their  persons  and  evlutes,  from  nil  arrests,  suits, 
and  molestations:  That  they  may  be  allowed 
freedom  of  speech  in  theiy  debates ; That, 
upon  all  occurrences  of  moment,  and  at  times 
convenient  to  her  majesty,  she  will  be  pleased 
to  vouchsafe  them  access  to  her  royal  person: 
And  tiiat  all  their  proceedings  may  be  free 
from  misconstruction,  and  receive  the  most 
favourable  interpretation,”  Then 
Aw  Lord  Chancellor  said; 
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44  Mr.  Speaker,  We  are  commanded  by  be  1 
majesty  to  assure  you  of  her  support  in  thefts 
charge  of  your  duty;  and  to  let  you  know,  Tint 
her  majesty  is  graciously  pleased  to  gnat  tc 
the  House  of  Commons  all  the  privileges  m 
ask  iu  their  name,  as  folly  as  they  have  bets  a 
any  time  granted  by  her  majesty,  oraoyoirei 
royal  predecessors.” 

After  this,  both  Houses  adjourned  to  the  i: 
of  March. 

Peace  with  Spain  proclaimed.]  Daring  tit 
adjournment,  were  brought  over  irum  iloLwi 
the  Ratifications  exchanged  of  the  Trewjof 
Commerce  between  Great-Britaui  and  Spun; 
and  the  Peace  was  proclaimed  on  the  1st «i 
March.  The  chief  Articles  were,  France 
Spain  were  never  to  be  united  : the  Protest* 
Succession  acknowledged,  and  never  to  be  ap- 
posed on  any  pretence : navigation  and  a«* 
uicrce,  as  in  the  Treaty  of  1667 : no  licence 
to  be  given  to  the  French  or  other  nations  to 
introduce  uegroes,  or  any  merchandt**,  wu 
the  Spanish  dominions  in  America,  eteqx 
what  might  be  ogreed  by  the  Treaty  of  Co*- 
merce,and  the  privileges  granted  in  the 
de  Negroes;  except  also  what  should  be  grant- 
ed by  the  Catholic  kings  after  the  Asdeuio  de 
Negroes  should  be  determined  : the  Aaeriai 
dominions  were  not  to  be  alienated  fro® 
crown  of  Spain,  to  the  French  or  other  natwa: 
Gibraltar  and  the  island  of  Minorca  wertpo 
up  for  ever  to  England  : no  Moors  to  com 
there,  but  on  account  of  traffic:  all  the  Sf* 
nisli  inhabitants  to  enjoy  their  estates  andrt* 
ligion  ; or  to  sell  their  estates  and  r*ure:  dt 
South-Sea  company  to  have  the  privilege,  in- 
clusive of  others,  to  introduce  negroes  into  se- 
veral parts  of  America  for  30  years,  UgAMf 
from  1713,  in  the  same  manner  as  enjoyed  by 
the  French ; the  Catalans  to  have  a full  pardcr, 
with  the  possession  of  all  their  privilege*,  «• 
tates,  and  honours,  aud  likewise  the  same  pri- 
vileges with  the  inhabitants  of  both  Carfiles; 
Sicily  was  yielded  to  the  duke  of  Savoy,  but 
to  return  to  Spain,  in  case  of  no  heir*.  By 
two  separate  Articles,  the  queen  promised  w per- 
sist in  the  measures,  by  which  she  had  tti^ 
care, that  no  other  part  of  the  Spanish mona^.' 
should  be  torn  from  it:  aud  obliged 
procure  the  princess  Ursini  to  be  putint»p’v 
scssion  of  Limburg, or  some  other  country  a <1* 
Netherlands,  which  should  produce  SO.iXti 
crowns  a year,  pursuant  to  a grant  from 
Philip,  September  ‘28,  1711.  , 

The  Queen's  Speech  on  opening  the  Sen* . 
The  queen  went  in  a chair  to  the  Hou* 
Lords,  aud  made  the  following  Speech  to  bcu 
Houses : 

44  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

41 1 have  much  satisfaction  in  being  aM*i ** 
the  opening  of  the  parliament,  to  telly0* 
the  Ratifications  of  the  Treaties  of  Pear*1*® 
of  Commerce  with  Spain  are  excbwgH  ■ 
which  my  subjects  will  have  greater  oppor- 
tunities than  ever  to  improve  and  extend  ^ 
trade.  Many  advantages,  formed? 
by  connivance,  and  procured  by  such 
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made  a (inunction  between  one  British  mer- 
uit and  another,  are  now  settled  bv  Treaty, 
d an  equal  rule  is  established. — It  has  pleased 
rd  ta  biers  my  endeavours  to  obtain  nn  ho- 
'urable  and  advantageous  Peace  tor  my  own 
Ofile,  and  tor  the  greatest  part  of  nty  allies, 
idling,  which  I can  do,  shall  be  wauling  to 
»der  it  universal , and  I persuade  myself, 
>1,  with  your  lieartv  concurrence,  my  uiter- 
sition  may  at  last  prove  effectual  to  cotnpleut 
e settlement  of  Europe. 

“ Iu  tlie  mean  while,  I congratulate  with 
y own  subjects  that  they  are  delivered  from 
:ontuimng  land-war  and  entered  on  n Peace, 
t good  effects  w hereof  nothing  hut  intestine 
mains  can  obstruct. 

“ It  was  the  gioiy  of  the  wisest  nnd  greatest 
tuy  predecessors  to  hold  the  balance  of  Eu- 
pe,  and  to  keep  it  equal,  by  costing  in  their 
tight  us  necessity  required  By  this  conduct 
ey  iiiricbed  the  kingdom,  and  rendered  them- 
Ivvs  dreadful  to  their  enemies,  and  useful  to 
eir  friends.  I have  proceeded  on  the  snme 
mciple,  and  I douht  not  but  my  successors 
11  lullow  these  examples. 

Our  situation  points  out  to  us  our  true  in- 
rest;  fur  this  country  can  flourish  only  hy 
ide,  and  will  he  most  formidable  hy  the  right 
'plication  ol  our  naval  force. 

11  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Comtnoi  s, 

“ I have  ordered  such  Accounts  to  be  pre- 
ired  and  laid  betbre  you,  as  will  shew  you,  at 
* conclusion  of  the  War,  the  true  state  of 
iur  condition,  whereby  you  will  be  better  able 
judge  what  aids  are  necessary  : and  I only 
k of  you  supplies  for  the  current  service  of 
- fear,  and  for  the  discharge  of  such  debts  us 
'a  shall  find,  on  examination,  to  be  just  anti 
■uouabie. 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

“ ihejoy,  which  has  been  generally  express- 
'•u  my  recovery  from  my  late  indisposition, 
"I  uu  iu y coining  to  this  city,  I esteem  ns  a 
turn  to  that  tender  affection  which  I have 
“ays  had  Iur  my  people. — I wish  that  effec- 
“ CJr«  had  been  taken,  as  I have  often  de- 
ed, to  suppress  those  Seditious  Papers  and 
etiuus  rumours,  by  which  designing  men 
"e  teen  able  to  sink  credit,  and  the  innocent 
"o  suffered. — There  are  some,  who  nre  ar- 
•fd  to  that  height  of  malice,  ns  to  insinuate 
at  the  Protestant  Succession  in  the  House 
Hanover  i>  in  danger  under  my  government. 
•I hose  who  go  about  thus  to  distract  the 
"ids  ot  men  with  imaginary  dangers,  can  only 
can  to  disturb  the  present  tranquillity,  and 
"'8  real  mischief  upon  us. — After  all  1 have 
hje  to  secure  our  religion  and  yonr  liberties, 
10  transmit  both  sale  to  posterity,  I cannot 
•"“o®  tl«*se  proceedings  without  some  degree 
"armth ; and  I must  hope  you  will  all  agree 
" 1 "**i  that  attempts  to  weaken  my  authority 
r to  render  the  possession  ofthe  crown  uneasy 
' lu®'C;>n  never  be  proper  menns  to  strengthen 
"ruttsiant  Succession. — I have  done,  and 
continue  to  do  my  best  for  the  good  of 
‘ tuy  subjects.  Let  it  be  your  endeavour,  as 
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it  shall  be  mine,  to  unite  our  differences,  not 
by  relaxing  from  the  strictest  adherence  to  our 
constitution  in  Church  and  State,  but  by  ob- 
serving the  laws  yourselves,  and  inforcing  a 
due  obedience  to  them  in  others. — A long  war 
lias  not  only  impoverished  the  public  (however 
some  particular  men  have  been  gainers  by  it) 
but  bus  also  greatly  affected  government  itself. 
— Let  it  be  your  care  so  to  improve  the  present 
opportunity,  as  to  lay  the  foundation  of  recover- 
ing from  those  disorders. — I had  the  concur- 
rence of  the  last  parliament  in  making  the 
Peace.  Let  it  be  the  honour  of  this  to  assist 
me  in  obtaining  such  fruits  from  it,  as  may  not 
only  derive  blessings  on  the  present  age,  but 
even  down  to  the  latest  posterity.” 

The  Jjords'  Address  thereon. J The  Lords 
agreed  upon  the  following  Address: 

“ Most  Gracious  Sovereign ; 

“ We,  your  majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal  in 
parliament  assembled,  beg  leave  to  approach 
your  royal  person  with  the  greatest  respect,  to 
return  the  humble  thanks  of  this  House  to  your 
majesty,  for  your  most  gracious  Speech  from 
the  throne. — We  cheerfully  embrace  this  op- 
portunity of  assuring  tour  majesty,  that  the 
joy  our  beam  are  filled  with,  upon  yonr  re- 
covery from  your  late  indisposition,  cannot 
sufficiently  be  expressed  ; and  that  our  fervent 
prayers  to  Almighty  Coil  shall  never  be  want- 
ing, that  your  majesty’s  reign  may  exceed  in 
number  of  years,  and  m all  manner  of  happi- 
ness, that  of  the  longest  and  most  prosperous 
of  any  of  your  royal  predecessors,  as  that  which 
will  best  conduce  to  the  happiness  Bnd  satisfac- 
tion of  the  must  dutiful  subjects  to  the  best  of 
queens. — It  is  with  the  greatest  pleasure,  and 
the  utmost  gratitude,  that  this  House  receives 
the  communication  your  majesty  is  pleased  to 
give  them,  that  the  ratifications  of  your  Treaties 
of  Pence  and  Commerce  with  Spain  are  ex- 
changed ; and  that  »e  are,  by  your  majesty’a 
great  wisdom  and  goodness,  at  last  delivered 
from  that  consuming  land  war,  the  burthens 
and  ill  consequences  whereof,  we  are  sensible, 
nothing  can  remove  or  prevent,  but  a right  im- 
provement of  the  present  opportunity ; and  it 
shall  b:  our  endeavour,  as  we  are  satisfied  it 
will  be  your  majesty's,  to  unite  our  differences, 
not  by  relaxing  from  the  strictest  adherence  to 
our  constitution  in  church  and  state,  but  by  ob- 
serving the  laws  ourselves,  and,  to  the  utmost 
of  our  power,  enforcing  a due  obedience  to 
them  in  others. — And  we  do  assure  your  ma- 
jesty, that  this  House  will  most  heartily  concur 
with  your  majesty  in  all  proper  methods  to 
compieat  the  settlement  ot  Europe ; and  we 
will  use  our  utmost  endeavours  to  discourage 
and  discountenance  all  attempts  to  weaken 
your  majesty’s  authority,  or  to  render  the  pos- 
session of  the  crown  uneasy  to  you. — We  ac- 
knowledge, with  hearts  lull  of  duly  and  thank- 
fulness, that  great  core  which  your  majesty  has 
taken,  during  the  whole  course  of  your  reign,  to 
secure  oor  religion  and  liberties,  and  to  trans- 
mit both  safe  to  posterity.— It  is  with  them- 
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most  detestation,  that  we  reflect  on  the  pro- 
ceedings of  those  men,  who,  by  spreading  se- 
ditious papers  and  factious  rumours,  have  been 
able  to  sink  credit,  and  thereby  to  involve  the 
innocent  in  the  ill  cousequences  of  their  ini- 
quity; and  more  particularly  of  those  who  have 
attained  to  that  height  of  malice,  as  to  insi- 
nuate that  the  Protestant  Succession  in  the 
house  of  Hanover  is  in  danger  under  your  go- 
vernment.” 

The  Queens  Answer.]  Her  majesty  gave 
this  Answer : 

“ My  lords ; I return  you  my  most  hearty 
thanks,  for  your  very  affectionate  Address. — 
You,  who  are  nearest  to  the  throne,  will  first 
of  all  my  subjects  feel  the  evil  consequences  of 
any  diminution  of  the  regal  dignity. — It  is  a 
great  comfort  to  me,  that  I have  your  assu- 
rance of  support. — Depend  upon  it,  I will  ne- 
ver give  way  to  the  least  attempt,  either  on  the 
just  authority  of  the  crown,  or  on  your  rights 
and  privileges.” 

The  Commons’  Address  ] The  Commons  be- 
ing returned  to  their  House,  Mr.  Gore  moved, 
That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  her  ma- 
jesty, for  her  gracious  Speech ; which  was  re- 
solved accordingly,  without  any  opposition. 
Sir  Peter  King  only  suggested,  “ That  they 
ought  not  to  act  by  a spirit  of  divination,  and 
return  thanks  for  the  treaty  of  commerce  with 
Spain,  before  they  knew,  whether  the  same  was 
advantageous  or  no.”  Which  occasioned  some 
modification  in  the  Address,  which  was  as  fol- 
lows: 

“ Most  gracious  Sovereign ; 

“ We  your  majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in 
parliament  assembled,  do  with  all  humility,  re- 
turn our  sincere  and  hearty  thanks  for  ynur 
majesty’s  most  gracious  Speech  from  the 
throne. — We  beg  leave  to  assure  your  majesty, 
that  as  nothing  could  be  more  afflicting  to  your 
people,  than  the  indisposition  of  the  best  of  so- 
vereigns, so  nothing  has  ever  been  an  occasion 
of  greater  joy  and  satisfaction  to  them  than 
your  majesty’s  late  happy  recovery. — We  con- 
gratulate your  majesty  on  the  conclusion  of 
the  Treaties  of  Peace  and  Commerce  with 
Spain,  whereby  your  majesty  is  pleased  to  de- 
clare, that  you  have  procured  new  benefits  to 
your  subjects ; But  your  royal  care  hath  not 
been  confined  to  your  own  people  ; it  hath 
been  extended  to  all  your  allies : And  your 
majesty’s  goodness  must  be  for  ever  admired, 
That,  notwithstanding  any  discouragements 
you  may  have  met  with,  you  are  pleased  still 
to  continue  your  endeavours  to  make  the 
Peace  universal,  and  thereby  to  complete  the 
settlement  of  Europe:  And  your  faithful  Com- 
mons will  never  be  wanting  in  an  hearty  con- 
currence to  assist  your  majesty  in  all  such 
measures  as  your  majesty  shall  judge  proper 
to  finish  a design,  so  great  and  so  glorious. — 
Your  Commons  will,  with  all  chearfulness, 
grant  such  supplies  as  are  necessary  for  the 
current  service,  and  for  the  discharge  of  such 
debts  as  are  just  and  reasonable ; They  can 
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never  sufficiently  express  the  sense  the;  M 
of  their  happines-,  in  being  delivered  frora  'I 
calamities  of  u consuming  war:  They  ’I 
therefore,  in  duty  to  your  majesty,  and  in  jd 
tice  to  those  they  represent,  do  all  that  i-  I 
their  power,  tlint  the  good  effects  of  Peace  i * 
not  be  obstructed  by  any  intestine  dim:  ■-»: 
They  will,  as  far  as  in  them  lie-,  ihs-ppsl 
the  designs  of  nmliciousand  unreasonable  vci! 
They  will,  on  all  occasions,  shew  tbetr  jiet  :> 
horrence  of  the  licentious  practices,  in  pc1  cl- 
ing scandalous  papers,  and  spreading  J«ds  a 
rumours:  And,  ns  your  Commons  will 
support  and  maintain  the  Protestant  Sucre-  * 
in  the  House  of  Hanover,  they  caimot  bind 
nstootshc-d  at  the  malicious  insinuations  or  srrjf 
who  would  suggest  that  Succession  to  be  4 
danger  under  your  majesty's  most  auspn M 
government:  For  when  we  consider,  than!  I 
secured  by  the  greatest  obligations,  anl  ad 
sacred  ; by  acts  of  parliament,  oaths,  -w 
treaties  ; we  cannot  but  declare  our  inn;e  > 
quiescence  in  these  securities  ; and  must  I t 
upon  such  insinuations  to  lie  groundless  a 
themselves,  and  affronting  to  your  maje-qj 
and  your  government: — And  your  nub-ff 
may  depend,  that  your  loyal  Commons 
never  be  prevailed  on  by  any  pretences  wra! 
soever  to  countenance  attempts  that  may  terf 
to  weaken  your  majesty's  authority,  and  tt 
render  the  possession  of  the  crown  tineas;  < 
you ; which  can  only  proceed  from  the  r^ 
of  a disappointed  faction,  and  the  spin:  4 
rebellion.” 

The  Queen’s  Answer.]  Her  majesty  gave  dl 
Answer  : 

“ Gentlemen  ; This  Address  is  «o  duui 
and  expresses  so  fully  the  sense  of  my  low 
subjects,  that  I esteem  it  a proof  of  the  pm 
choice  they  have  made  of  you  to  reprt-  a 
them. — I give  you  my  hearty  thanks  for  s. 
The  confidence  you  have  in  my  affection,  J* 
abhorrence  you  declare  of  the  malidoo-  w 
nuntions  of  the  Protestant  Succession  br  a$ 
in  dnnger  under  my  government,  and  your  a* 
quiescence  in  the  present  securities  for  it,  am 
very  suitable  returns  for  the  tender  regard  I 
have  always  had  for  what  concerns  my  people j 
and  will  most  effectually,  by  the  blessi'  S rf 
God,  unite  the  minds  of  my  subjects,  and  dr-.- j>- 
point  the  designs  of  those  who  would  disturb 
the  present  tranquillity.” 

Complaint  in  the  House  of  Lords  against  t 
Libel * written  by  Dr.  Swift,  called,  * Tk 

• “ This  libel  was  written  in  the  lodicrosi 
and  sarcastic  strains  of  “ The  Tale  of  a Tub’ 
After  some  scurrilous  reflections  on  Mr.  Steele, 
and  occasionally  on  the  earl  of  Nottinghn*. 
with  some  jests  on  the  implicit  munificence  of 
the  subscribers  to  the  Crisis  : the  Author  at- 
tacks the  Union,  reflects  on  the  whole  Scot! 
nation,  and,  without  reserve,  insults  the  duke 
of  Argyle,  who  of  late  had  broken  all  messorw 
with  the  ministry.  This  piece  was  general!; 
looked  upon  as  very  impolitic  and  ill-tffled ; 
since  the  sixXeen  Scot*  peers,  who  sat  m the 
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blic  Spirit  of  the  IPAig».”]  March  0.  The  to  the  whole  kingdom  ; and  I remember,  dis- 

I of  Wharton  made  a Complaint  in  the  coursing  above  six  years  ago  with  the  most 

use  of  Lords  against  a Scandalous  Libel,  en-  considerable  person  of  the  adverse  party,  and 
rd,  “ The  Public  Spirit  of  the  Whigs,”  set  a great  promoter  of  the  Union,  he  frankly 
ih  in  their  “generous  encouragement  of  owned  to  me,  that  this  necessity  brought  upon 
lie  Author  of  the  Crisis,  with  some  Obser-  us  by  the  wrong  management  of  the  earl  of 
ations  on  the  Sensooableness,  Candor,  Eru-  Godolphin,  was  the  only  cause  of  the  Union, 
lition  and  Stile  of  that  Treatise.  Printed  “ Therefore  I am  ready  to  grant  two  points 
>r  John  Morphcw,  near  Stationer’s-IIall,  to  the  Author  of  the  Crisis  : 1st,  That  the 
714,"  In  which  the  Passage  that  gnve  Union  became  necessary  for  the  cause  above 
st  offence  to  the  Lords,  is  ns  follows  : related  ; because  it  prevented  the  island  from 

'This  work,  (meaning  the  Union  of  the  two  being  governed  by  two  kings,  which  England 
gdoms)  he  tells  us,  was  unsuccessfully  at-  would  never  have  suffered;  and  it  might  pro- 
ipted  by  several  of  her  majesty's  prede-  bably  have  cost  us  n war  of  a year  or  two  to 
sors ; though  I do  not  remember  it  was  ever  reduce  the  Scots.  2dly,  That  it  would  be  dan- 
'Ughton  by  any,  except  king  James  t,  and  gerons  to  break  this  Union,  at  least  in  this 
late  king  William.  I have  read,  indeed,  that  juncture,  while  there  is  a Pretender  abroad, 
oe  small  overtures  were  made  by  the  former  who  might  probably  lay  hold  of  such  an  oppor- 
ihese  princes  towards  an  Union  between  the  tuuity.  And  this  made  me  wonder  a little  at 
i kingdoms,  but  rejected  with  indignation  the  spirit  of  faction  last  summer  among  some 
d contempt  by  the  English.  And  the  His-  people,  who  having  been  the  great  promoters 
ian  tells  us,  that  how  degenerate  and  corrupt  of  the  Union,  and  several  of  them  the  principal 
tver  the  court  and  parliament  then  were,  gainers  by  it,  could  yet  proceed  so  for,  as  to 
iy  would  not  give  ear  to  so  infamous  a pro-  propose  in  the  House  of  Lords,  that  it  should 
so!.  I do  npt  find  that  any  of  the  succeed-  be  dissolved  ; while  at  the  same  time,  those 
: princes,  before  the  Revolution,  ever  re-  peers  who  had  ever  opposed  it  in  the  bcgiii- 
mrd  the  design  ; because  it  was  a project  for  ning,  were  then  for  preserving  it,  upon  the 
lich  there  could  not  possibly  he  assigned  the  reason  I have  just  assigned,  and  which  the 
nt  reason  or  necessity  : for  I defy  anv  mortal  Author  of  the  Crisis  hath  likewise  taken 
name  one  single  advantage  that  England  notice  of. 

old  ever  obtain  from  such  an  Union.  But  “ But  when  he  tells  us,  the  Englishman 
wards  the  end  of  the  late  king’s  reign,  upon  ought,  in  generosity,  to  be  more  particularly 
prehension  of  the  wnnt  of  issue  from  him,  careful  in  preserving  this  Union,  he  argues  like 
the  princess  Anne,  a proposition  for  uniting  himself.  The  late  kingdom  of  Scotland,  (saith 
ih  kingdoms  was  begun,  becaose  Scotland  he)  had  as  numerous  a nobility  as  England,  &c. 
d not  settled  their  crown  upon  the  House  of  They  had,  indeed,  and  to  that  we  owe  one  of 
mover,  but  left  themselves  at  Urge,  in  hopes  the  great  and  necessary  evils  of  the  Union  upon 
make  their  advantage  : and  it  was  thought  the  foot  it  now  stands.  Their  nobility  is  in- 
tWy  dangerous  to  leave  that  part  of  the  deed  so  numerous,  that  the  whole  revenues  of 
mil,  inhabited  by  a poor,  fierce,  northern  their  country  would  he  hardly  able  to  maintain 
’iple,  nt  liliertv  to  put  themselves  under  a them  according  to  the  dignity  of  their  titles ; 
fferent  king.  However,  the  opposition  to  and  what  is  infinitely  worse,  they  are  never 
is  work  was  so  great,  that  it  could  not  be  likely  to  be  extinct,  till  the  last  period  of  all 
freoate  till  some  time  after  her  present  tna-  things,  because  the  greatest  part  of  them  de- 
fy came  to  the  crown  ; when,  by  the  weak-  scend  to  heirs  general.  I imagine,  a person  of 
® or  corruption  of  a certain  minister,  since  quality  prevailed  on  to  marry  a woman  much 
'ad,  an  act  of  parliament  was  obtained  for  his  inferior,  and  without  a groat  to  her  fortune, 
e Scots,  which  gave  them  leave  to  arm  them-  and  her  friends  arguing,  she  was  us  good  as  her 
lv«,  and  so  the  Union  became  necessary;  husband,  because  she  hrought  him  as  numerous 

II  for  any  actual  good  it  could  possibly  do  us,  a family  of  relations  and  servants,  as  she  found 
d to  avoid  a probable  evil ; and  at  the  same  in  his  house.  Scotland  in  the  taxes  is  obliged 
ne,  save  an  obnoxious  minister’s  head,  who  to  contribute  one  penny  for  every  forty  pence 
« so  wise,  as  to  take  the  first  opportunity  of  laid  upon  England;  and  the  representatives 
'“curing  a general  pardon  by  net  of  parlia-  they  send  to  parliament  are  abouta  thirteenth : 
rut,  because  he  could  not  wilh  so  much  de-  every  Scotish  peer  lias  all  the  privileges  of  an 
wry  nr  safety  desire  n particular  one  for  English  one,  except  that  of  sitting  in  parlia- 
"welf.  These  facts  are  well  enough  known  menr,  and  even  precedence  before  all  of  the 

~ — - - • -■  ■ same  title  that  shall  be  created  for  the  time  to 

tdtw  of  I»rds,  and  who  (at  least  there)  were  come.  The  pensions  and  employment  pos- 
* Rrinci pal  support  of  those  at  the  helm,  were  sessed  by  the  natives  of  that  country  now 
‘solved  in  (he  general  reflections  on  the  Scots  among  us,  do  amount  to  more  than  the  wholes 

Tindal.  body  of  their  nobility  ever  spent  at  home ; and 

Oo  the  first  publication  of  this  pamphlet,  all  the  money  they  raise  upon  the  public  is 
die  Scots  lords  then  in  London  went  in  a hardly  sufficient  to  defray  their  civil  and  mili- 
™ty,  and  complained  to  the  queen  of  the  tary  lists.  I could  point  out  some  with  great 
I ront  P"t  on  them  and  their  nntion  by  the  titles,  who  affect  to  appear  very  vigorous  for 
“toor  of  lifs  Treatise.”  Orrery.  dissolving  the  Unioo.  though  tbcu  whole  reve- 
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nues,  befor#  that  period,  would  hare  ill  main- 
tained a Welch  justice  of  the  pence  ; and  have 
since  gathered  more  money  than  ever  any 
Scotsman,  who  had  not  travelled,  could  form 
an  idea  of.” 

The  Publisher  and  Mr.  Barker  ordered  into 
Cuttody.]  This  Complaint  being  warmly  es- 
poused by  the  majority  of  the  House  of  Peers, 
the  Lord  Treasurer  protested  he  knew  nothing 
of  that  pamphlet  ; exclaimed  ngainst  the  ma- 
licious insinuations  contained  in  it ; and  rea- 
dily joined  with  the  House  in  an  order  for  com- 
mitting John  Morphew,  the  Publisher,  to  the 
custody  of  the  Black-Rod.  Mr.  Morphew 
upon  this  Examination,  having  declared,  that 
an  unknown  porter  had  brought  to  his  House 
the  copies  of  the  pamphlet  in  question,  from 
the  House  of  John  Barlier,  Printer  of  the  Ga- 
zette, and  of  the  Votes  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons ; the  said  John  Barber  was  also  ordered 
into  the  custody  of  the  Black-Rod;  and  both 
he  and  Morphew,  were,  on  Frida v.  the  5th  of 
March,  severally  examined  at  the  bar  of  the 
Lords’  House.  Mr.  Morphew  made  the  former 
declaration,  and  owned  the  publishing  and 
selling  of  that  Libel,  hot  Mr.  Barber  said.  Ire 
knew  nothing  of  it  ; and  insisted  not  to  answer 
any  questions,  the  answer  to  which  might  tend 
to  accuse  himself,  or  to  corroborate  the  acco- 
satioD  against  him. 

They  being  withdrawn,  the  earl  of  Wharton 
said,  “ They  had  nothing  to  do  either  with  the 
Publisher  or  Printer,  but  that  it  highly  con- 
cerned the  honour  of  that  august  assembly  to 
lind  out  the  villain,  who  was  the  Ao.hnr  of  the 
false  and  scandalous  libel,  in  order  to  do  the 
Scotish  nation  justice and  thereupon  moved, 
That  in  order  to  that  discovery,  Barber  might 
be  again  examined  the  next  day,  together  svith 
his  journey-men  and  servants:  the  same  was 
readily  agreed  to;  baton  the  6th  of  March, 
the  earl  of  Marr,  one  of  the  secretaries  of  State, 
acquainted  the  House,  That'he  had  already  or- 
dered John  Barber  to  he  prosecuted,  which 
put  a sudden  stop  to  all  farther  enquiries  about 
that  matter,  in  a pnrKttraenlary  way 

• Lord  Treasurer  Oxford  in  a letter  to  Dr. 
Swift  says,  “ I have  heard  that  some  honest 
men,  who  are  very  innocent,  are  under  trouble, 
touching  a printed  pamphlet.  A friend  of 
mine,  an  obscure  person,  hut  eharitalde,  puts 
the  enclosed  bill  in  your  hands  to  answer  such 
exigencies  as  their  case  mat  immediately  re- 
quire. And  I find  he  will  do  more,  this  being 
only  for  the  present.”  This  Letter  is  thus  en- 
dorsed by  Swift : “ Lord  Treasurer  Oxford’s 
letter  to  me  in  a counterfeit  hand  with  the 
bill  when  the  primers  were  prosecuted  by  the 
House  of  Lords  for  a pamphlet.  Letter  with 
bill  nf  J00/.  Received  March  14,  1713-14." 

* Bari  er  the  Printer  was  some  time  ago,  in 
great  distress,  npon  priming  a paovphlet,  of 
which  evil  tongues  would  needs  call  me  the  au- 
tbnr  : he  was  brought  before  your  house,  which 
addressed  the  queen  in  a body,  who  kindly 
published  a proclamation  with  3007.  to  dieco- 
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The  Lords  Address  to  the  Queen  Ihnai 
Three  days  after,  Barber  and  Mnqhr » set 
upon  their  humble  petition,  enlarged  Ira  i 
custody  of  the  Black-Rod  ; and  the  marts 
the  Lords  resolved  upon  an  Address  to  tb 
Queen  about  that  matter;  which  s«s  oaa 
15th  presented  as  follows : 

“ Must  gracious  Sovereign  ; 

“ We,  your  majesty’s  most  dutiful  and  lev 
subjects,  the  Lords  spiritual  and  tempo!,  < 
parliament  assembled,  l>eg  leave  bomba  » 
represent  to  your  majesty,  that  we  hare  tip 
our  endeavours  to  suppress  seditious  paper 
(which  your  majesty  was  pleased  to  take  ► 
tico  of  in  your  most  gracious  Speech  Ino  ik 
throne)  by  applying  ourselves  to  ducwr  & 
Author,  Printer,  and  Publisher  of  a pvntfe 
entitled,  ‘ The  Public  Spirit  of  the  Whe>.v 
' forth  in  their  generous  eneoarageaent  rf ± 
' author  of  the  Crisis,  with  smite  abwmo* 
‘ on  the  seasonablcnt-ss,  candour,  enidm*.  at 

* style  of  that  treatise.  London,  prate’ 
‘John  Morphew  near  StationerYHall, Bit 
Which  we  conceive  to  be  a false,  Balkan 11 
factious  libel,  highly  dishonourable  and  <ar 
dalous  to  your  subject*  of  Scotland,  tMdsp 
the  destruction  of  the  constitution,  ml  7 
making  false  and  unjust  reflec  ions  npoa  i 
Union,  and  the  steps  and  moti>e>  to  it; 
injurious  to  your  majesty,  who  law 
pleased  often  to  declare  from  the  throw  tw 
the  Union  of  the  two  kingdoms  is  the  pnft 
happiness  of  yoor  reign,  in  making  sfaBiv 
vision  for  the  peace  and  quiet  of  your  pet’ 
and  the  security  of  our  religion,  bywitrae 
establishment  of  the  Protestant  Sucres-' 
throughout  Great-Britain : it  appeared!1  «" 
the  confession  of  the  said  John  .Worpiv** 
our  bar,  that  he  published,  sold,  and  tfspt*1 
that  libel;  and,  by  the  examination  of  sms 
witnesses  on  oath,  that  the  same  was  paid 
by  John  Barlier,  n Printer,  who.  at  the  a*1 
the  printing  the  said  seditious  libel,  n<  ~ 
yet  is,  entrusted  with  printing  the  Gaero  r 
the  said  John  Barber,  in  his  examinant.  -• 
sisting  not  to  answer  any  questions,  the®"* 
to  which  might  tend  to  accuse  htstwb v - 
corroborate  the  accusation  against  »*•  * 
have  not  as  yet  been  able  to  discover  ft* 
thor  of  the  said  libel,  or  who  brought  fte*  ■ 
ten  copy  thereof  to  be  printed.  Am)  hsr 
fore,  that  nothing  may  be  wanting  on 
towards  the  discovering  and  punishing"  f" 
n criminal,  as  we  take  the  Author  of  tbc*8 
libel  to  be,  we  do  most  humbly  beseeci  ** 
majesty,  that  your  majesty  will  be  tr*-  ‘ 
pleased  to  issue  your  royal  prorlamam*. ’ ■ 
a promise  therein  of  sach  a reward  as  p*' 
jesty  shall,  in  vour  royal  svisdom,  thin*  : ^ 
any  person  who  shall  discover  and  rod’ 
proof  against  the  Author  or  Authors  of  it* 

ver.  The  fault  was  calling  the  Scots ‘ a^ 

* poor  northern  people.’  So  well  F ' . 

are  those  who  scribble  for  the  gurtf«t»!b 
Swift  to  the  earl  of  Pttwboroajb,  Mp 
1714. 
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ibel ; as  also  your  majesty fs  most  gracious  paf- 
ion  to  such  person  or  persons  u*,  shall  make 
uch  discovery,  of  all  fcrimes  and  misdemeanors 
ommitted  in  relation  to  the  printing,  ptibbsh- 
ng,  ami  dispersing  the  said  libel." 

The  Queen*  Answer.]  To  this  Address  the 
lueen  returned  this  Answer:  ' 

“ My  Lord# ; i thank  you  Tor  the  concern 
On  shew  for  suppressing  all  seditions  Libels, 
imi  have  given  orders  tor  a Proclamation  uc- 
ording  as  desired," 

Proclamation  to  discover  the  Author  A Ac- 
ordiugly,  the  same  day,  the  Queen  ordered  a 
’reclamation  to  be  published,  containing  the 
u"£Cstk.ns  uf  the  Lords’  Address,  and  pro- 
mising a reward  of  300/.  for  discovering  the 
tuthor  of  the  Libel.  Which  sum  the  Lord 
'reasurer  was  thereby  directed  to  pay.  * 
Resolutions  respecting  the  Qualifications  of 
Members.]  March  6.  Tiic  Commons  in  a 
rand  committee,  considered  the  act  of  the  9th 
•f  her  majesty's  reign,  intitled,  1 An  Act  for 
(curing  the  Freedom  of  Parliaments,  by  the 
artiter  qualifying  the  Members  to  sit  in  the 
louse  of  Commons and  came  to  the  /bl- 
owing Resolutions.  1.  “ That  notwithstand- 
ing the  Oath  taken  by  any  candidate,  on  or 
dter  any  election,  his  Qualification  may  he  af- 
emards  examined  into.  2.  That  the  person 
vhose  qualification  is  expressly  objected  to  in 
ny  petition,  relating  to  his  election,  shall, 
»ithin  fifteen  days  after  the  petition  read,  give 

0 the  clerk  of  the  House  of  Commons,  a pa- 
>er  signed  by  himself,  containing  a rental  or 
'articular  of  the  lands,  tenements  or  herodita- 
nents,  whereby  he  makes  out  his  qualification  : 

which  any  person  concerned  may  have  a 
*>py.  3.  That  of  such  lands,  tenements,  or 
itreditamentt,  whereof  the  party  hath  been  in 
mssesMon  for  three  years  before  the  election, 
*e  shall  also  insert  in  the  same  paper,  from 
dial  person,  and  by  what  conveyance,  or  act 
n law,  he  claims  and  derives  the  same ; and 
‘bo  the  consideration,  if  any,  paid,  and  the 
■anu*3  and  places  of  abode  of  the  w itnesses  to 
•''cii  conveyance  and  payment.  4.  That,  if  a 
rttir  4 member  shall  think  fit  to  question  the 
jollification  of  a petitioner,  he  shall,  within 
iftccn  days  after  the  petition  read,  leave  no- 
te* thereof  iu  writing  with  the  clerk  of  the 
ihmse  of  Commons  ; and  the  petitioner  shall, 
n such  case,  within  fit  teen  days  after  such 
‘otice,  leave  with  the  said  cle  rk  of  the  House 
he  like  account  iri  writing  of  his  qualification, 

» is  required  from  a sitting  member.” 

PROCEEDINGS  IS  THE  IIoLSE  OF  COMMONS 

agaimst  Mu.  Richard  Siee.ee. 
Complaint  against  Mr.  Steele .]  Notwith- 
standing all  |iie  Carc  hnd  industry  used  by  the 
5°urt  managers  in  the  late  Elections,  many  pro- 

*  Dr.  Swift,  in  his  advertisement  prefixed  to 
^ P*mpldet  among  his  political  tracts,  says, 

1 re“!*on  of  offering  no  small  a reward  was, 
cause  “ the  queen  and  ministry  hod  no  de- 

iire  to  have  the  author  taken  iuto  custody.” 
vol.  ve 


fessed  enemies  of  the  present  minister*  were 
chosen.  But,  of  these,  none  were  **>  db- 
noxi»us  to  the  men  in  power  as  ■ Mr.  Srede, 
who  in  several  public  writing*,  had  arraigned 
| the  late  measure's  with  great  boldness,  as  one, 
who  was  encouraged,  and  sure  to  be  sup- 
I ported,  by  the  whole  Whig  party.  It  wtu 
j therefore  agreed  by  the  ministers  (how  rm.  d» 

1 soever  thty  differed  in  other  matters)  to  exert 
their  endeavours  to  remove  him  from  his  sertt 
in  parliament.  A Petition,  which  was  lodged 
against  his  election,  happening  to  be  the  17th 
of  that  kind,  and  therefore  not  like  to  come  on 
this  session,  it  was  rewdved  to  take  a shorter 
way,  and  attack  him  about  some  of  his  lafe-pd- 
litical  writings.  Mr.  Hungerford,  a noted  law- 
yer, who  had  been  expelled  the  House  of  Com- 
mons for  bribery  in  the  reign  of  king  WillwW,* 
moved,  on  the  11th  of  March,  to  takb^  imb 
consideration  that  part  of  the  queen’s  ‘SpeedW, 
which  related  to  the  suppressing  Seditions  T-t- 
bels;  and  complained,  iu  particular,  6f  Several 
scandalous  papers  lately  published  under  t-lfe 
name  of  Richard  Steele,  esq.  a member  of 
that  house.  He  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Andttofr 
Foley,  a near  relation  to  tbe  Lord  Treasure*, 
who  suggested,  ‘ That  unless  means  wet4* 
found  to  restrain  the  licentiousness  of  the 
Press,  and  to  shelter  those,  who  had  the  ho- 
nour to'be  in  the  administration,  from  thtfli- 
ciotis  and  scandalous  libels  $ they,  who  T>J 
their  abilities  are  best  qualified  to  serve  their 
ueen  and  country,  would  decline  public  of- 
ces  and  employments.’*  Tf  is  was  supported 
by  sir  William  Wy nd ham,  who  added,  ‘ That 
some  of  Mr.  Steele’s  writing  contnined  insdi 
lent  injurious  reflections  on  tlie  queen  herselft 
and  were  dictated  by  the  spirit  of  rebellion/ 
The  next  day.  Auditor  Harley  (the  Lord  Trea- 
surer’s brother)  made  a formal  Complaint  to 
the  House  against  certain  paragraphs  of  thd 
three  printed  pamphlets,  which  had  eiven  most 
oft'ence  to  the  court ; * Tho  Engtabman,  of 
January  19;  the  Crisis;  and  the  last  English^ 
man,’  all  6aid  to  be  written  by  Richard  Steele; 

• See  Vol.  5,  p.  911.* 

f “ Dear  l’rue  ; I send  this  to,  let  you  knodt 
that  lord  Halifax  would  not  let  me  go  to- tho 
House,  hut  thought  it  would  be  better  to  have 
the  first  attack  made  in  my  absence.  Mri 
Foley  was  the  gentleman  who  did  me  that  ho* 
nour;  but  they  could  not  bring  it  to  bear  so 
far  as  to  obtain  an  order  for  my  attending  io 
my  place,  or  any  thing  else  to  my  disadvantages 
than  that  all  pamphlets  arre  to  come  on  SnturJ 
day.  Lord  Halifax,  iu  tbe  House  of  Lordsy 
told  the  ministry,  that  he  believed,  if  they! 
would  recommend  the  Crisis  to  her  majesty’#' 
rerusol,  she  would  think  quite  otherwise  of 
the  hook  tlian  they  do.  I think  they  have  be* 
gun  very  unhappily  and  ungracefully  against 
me;  nfid  doubt  not  hut  God  will  turn  their4 
malice  to  the  advantage  of  the  innocent*’* 
Steele  to  his  Wife,  March  It,  1713-14.  Sew> 
his  Epistolary  Correspondence  by  Nichols, 
vol.  1,  p.  318.  London  1809,  * 

4 M 
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esq.  ; winch  pamphlets  being  brought  up  to 
the  table,  it  was  entered,  That  Mr.  Steele 
ahuuld  attend  in  tus  pi  toe  the  next  morning. 

This  brought  a great  coucourse  of  members 
aud  spectators  to  the  house ; and,  Mr.  Steele 
attending,  several  paragraphs,  contained  tu  the 
pamphlets  complained  ot,  were  read:  after 
which,  Mr.  Foley,  Mr.  Harley,  and  some  oilier 
members,  severely  animadverted  upon  the 
rancour  aud  seditious  spirit  conspicuous  in 
those  writings.  Mr.  James  Craggs,jun.  stand- 
ing up  to  speak  in  Mr.  Steele's  be  hall,  he  was 
prevented  by  a confused  noise  of  several  voices 
calling  t,o  order  ; animating,  that,  according  to 
the  order  of  the  day,  Mr.  Steele  was  to  be 
heard  himself  in  his  place.  Upon  this,  Mr. 
Steele  said,  ‘ That,  being  attacked  on  several 
heads  without  any  previous  notice,  he  hoped 
the  House  would  allow  him,  ut  least,  a week’s 
time  to  prepare  for  hit  Defence.’  Auditor 
Harley  having  excepted  against  so  long  a de- 
lay,  and  moved  fur  adjourumg  this  affair  to  the 
Monday  following,  Mr.  Steele,  to  ridicule  his 
tiro  principal  prosecutors,  Folev  and  Harley, 
who  were  known  to  he  rigid  Presbyterians, 
though  they  now  sided  with  the  High  Church, 
assumed  their  sanctified  countenance,  and 
owned,  ‘ in  the  meekness  and  contrition  of  his 
benrt,  that  be  was  a very  great  sinner ; and 
hoped,  the  member,  who  spoke  last,  and  who 
was  so  justly  renowned  for  his  exemplary  piety 
and  devotion,  would  not  be  accessary  to  the 
accumulating  the  nnraher  of  his  transgressions, 
by  obliging  him  to  break  the  sabbath  of  the 
Lord,  Tiy  perusing  such  profane  writings,  as 
might  serve  for  his  justification.’  This  speech, 
spoken  in  a canting  tone,  having  put  the  gene- 
rality of  the  assembly  in  good  humour,  Mr. 
Steele  carried  his  point ; and  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  charge  against  him  was  de- 
ferred for  a week,  by  which  time  it  was  ex- 
pected, that  sir  Richard  Onslow,  Mr.  Hamp- 
den, Mr.  Lechtnere,  and  some  other  leading 
members  of  the  Whig  party,  who  were  absent, 
would  be  come  to  town. 

Air.  Stale's  Motion  relative  to  Dunkirk  re- 
jected.] March  15.  This  success  encouraged 
Mr.  Steele,  not  only  to  stand  npon  the  defen- 
•ive,  but  even  to  attack  his  accusers.  As  he 
believed  a great  part  of  the  ill-will,  be  had 
brought  upon  himself,  was  owing  to  what  he 
wrote  about  Dunkirk,  he  thought  it  would 
make  for  his  defence,  to  have  what  passed,  re- 
lating to  the  collusive  demolition,  appear  to 
the  House  before  his  day  came  on.  lie  there- 
fore moved,  on  the  very  Monday  proposed  by 
Mr.  Harley  for  bis  trial,  “ That  an  Address  be 
presented  to  the  queen,  to  give  directions,  that 
the  several  representations  of  her  engineers 
and  officers,  who  bad  the  enre  and  inspection 
of  (lie  demolition  of  Dunkirk,  and  nil  orders 
and  instructions  given  thereupon,  be  laid  before 
the  H •use.’’  But  the  Motion  wns  rejected  by 
*14  voices,  against  109.  But  the  court  party 
did  not  think  lit  to  oppose  another  Motion, 
which,  with  the  same  intent,  was  then  made 
by  the  lord!Luudeyt  eldest  ion  to  the  earl  of 


Scarborough,  who  being  seconded  by  the  ear 
of  Hertford,  it  was  nnanmonsty  resolved,  “Tta 
an  Address  be  presented  to  her  majesty,  that 
she  would  be  pleased  to  order  an  Account  is 
be  laid  before  the  House,  wbat  steps  had  beea 
made  for  the  removing  the  Pretender  from  fee 
dominions  of  the  duke  of  Lonmin,  pursuant  a 
the  Address  of  both  Houses  of  the  last  parhs- 
ment ; and  what  answers  had  been  gifts,  to 
the  duke  of  Lorrain.” 

Mr.  Steele’s  Trial  in  tke  House  of  Ceamoro  J 
f)n  the  18th,  the  day  appointed  for  Mr.  Steeles 
Trial,  the  courtiers  thought  fit  to  get  the  Hoot 
cleared  from  all  strangers;  which  done,  tad 
Mr.  Steele  appearing  in  his  place,  Mr.  Audio.- 
Foley  moved,  that  before  tliey  proceeded  an; 
farther,  Mr.  Steele  should  declare,  whether  he 
acknowledged  the  writings  that  bore  his  name 
Hereupon  Mr.  Steele  owned,  ‘ he  wrote  sad 
published  the  said  pamphlets,  and  the  semi 
paragraphs  there,  which  bad  been  complained 
of,  and  read  to  the  House,  with  the  same  cheer- 
fulness mid  satisfaction,  with  which  he  had  ab- 
jured the  Pretender.’  Then  a debate  arinre 
upun  the  method  of  proceeding,  Mr.  Audita 
Foley  proposed,  that  Mr.  Steele  should  with- 
draw ; but,  after  several  Speeches,  it  was  car- 
ried, without  dividing,  that  he  should  star,  is 
order  to  make  his  Defence.  He  desired  tint 
he  might  be  allowed  to  answer  to  nhat  taifit 
be  urged  against  him,  paragraph  by  pangrapt. 
But  though  he  was  powerfully  supported  to 
Mr.  Robert  Walpole,  general  Stanhope,  the 
lord  Finch,  eldest  sou  to  the  earl  of  Notting- 
ham, and  the  lord  Hincliingbroke,  son  to  thr 
earl  of  Sandwich,  yet  Mr.  Steele’s  accusers  in- 
sisted, and  it  was  carried,  “ That  he  shook! 
proceed  to  make  his  Defence,  generally,  up* 
the  charge  given  against  him.”  Mr”  Sure 
proceeded  accordingly,  to  make  his  Defence, 
being  assisted  by  Mr.  Joseph  Addison,  who  so: 
near  him,  to  prompt  him,  upon  occasion : And. 
for  near  three  hours,  spake  to  several  heads, 
extracted  out  of  the  three  pamphlets  above- 
mentioned,  (which  had  been  given  in  piiat  tv 
all  the  members)  with  such  a temper,  Modest;; 
unconcern,  easy  and  manly  eloquence,  as  gave 
entire  satisfaction  to  all,  who  were  not  iniete- 
rately  prepossessed  against  him  *. 

Mr.  Robert  Walpole's  memorable  Speerk  in 
Defence  of  Mr.  S'teefe.]  Mr.  Steele  being 
witbdrawn,  most  members  expected,  that  Mr 
Auditor  Foley  would  have  summed  ap,  ami 
answered  his  Defence,  paragraph  by  paragraph, 
but  he  contented  himself  with  saying,  in  gene- 
ral, “ That,  without  hmusnig  the  House  with 
long  speeches,  it  was  plain,  that  the  Writings 
that  had  been  complained  of,  were  seditious 
and  scandalous,  injurious  to  her  majesty's  go- 
vernment, the  church,  and  tlie  universities,  and 
moved  that  the  question  should  be  put  there- 
upon.” 

This  occasioned  a verv  warm  delate,  tint 
lasted  till  11  o'clock  at  night. 

. * See  his  Apolcg*  at  p.  1*75.  • 
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Mr.  Robert  Walpole  *,  who  spoke  first  in 
vour  of  Mr.  Steele,  made  a very  long,  and 
ost  eloquent  Speech,  wherein  he  went  to  the 
)ttom  of  the  affair;  shewed  that  this  extra- 
dinary  and  violent  prosecution,  struck  at  the 
jetties  of  the  subject  in  general,  and  of  the 
embers  of  that  House  in  particular;  justified 
Ir.  Steele  on  all  the  heads  of  the  accusation 
lised  against  him  ; and  said,  he  hoped  the 
ouse  would  not  sacrifice  one  of  their  members, 
• the  resentment  and  rage  of  the  ministry,  for 
> other  crime,  than  his  exposing  their  notori- 
is  mismanagements;  and,  like  a good  patriot, 
a rmng  his  countrymen  against  the  imminent 
mgera,  with  wiiicli  the  nation  in  general,  and, 
i particular,  her  majesty’s  sncred  perse n were 
ireatened,  by  the  visible  encouragement  that 
as  given  to  the  Pretender’s  friends.  If  a 
apist,  said  Mr.  Walpole,  to  that  purpose,  nay, 

* Mr.  Core’s  account  of  Walpole's  conduct 
pnn  this  occasion  is  as  follows  : 

“ Walpole  was  particularly  active  in  defence 
t Steele.  The  rage  of  party  was  so  violent  on 
tis  occasion,  that  an  attempt  was  made  to 
ompel  Steele  to  withdraw,  without  entering 
ito  his  own  Defence,  hut  this  unjust  proposi- 
lon  was  over-ruled  without  a division.  He 
Sen  entered  on  his  Defence,  with  a temper, 
lodesty  and  eloquence  quite  unusual  to  him, 
nd  continued  speaking  three  hours.  After  lie 
ad  withdrawn,  no  member  on  the  side  of  the 
biliary  attempted  to  answer  him;  and  auditor 
oley  only  observed,  tliut  without  amusing  the 
louse  with  long  speeches,  it  was  plain  to  every 
“idy.  that  the  Writings  complained  of,  were 
tdiuous  and  scandalous,  and  moved  the  ques- 
ion.  This  motion  occasioned  a warm  debate,  in 
thick  W alpole  bore  the  most  active  and  prin- 
ipai  share.  In  this  Defence,  Walpole  asked 
he  House,  “ Why  the  author  was  answerable 
a parliament  for  the  things  which  he  wrote  in 
*>  Private  capacity  ? And  if  he  is  punishable 
ty  law,  why  ia  he  not  left  to  the  law  l By  this 
node  of  proceeding,  parliament,  which  used  to 
>e  the  scourge  only  of  evil  ministers,  is  made 
iy  ministers  the  scourge  of  the  subject.  The 
minsters,  be  added,  are  sufficiently  armed  with 
utbority;  they  possess  the  great  sanction  of 
ewirds  and  punishments,  the  disposal  of  the 
mry  purse,  the  grace  of  pardoning,  and  the 
»wer  of  condemning  to  the  pillory  for  sediti- 
on writings;  powers  consistent  with,  and  rni- 
“tally  arising  from  their  exalted  situation,  and 
»hieh  they  cannot  too  jealously  guard  from 
"nag  perverted  to  answer  indirect  or  crimiual 
w poses.  Ia  former  reigns,  the  audacity  of 
amuptiun  extended  itself  only  to  judges  and 
*nis;  the  attempt  so  to  degrade  parliament 
***>  ^ '**  Pres*'I,t  Period,  unheard  of.  The 
uherty  of  the  Press  is  unrestrained  ; how  then 
l 1 * part  of  the  legislature  dare  to  punish 
r**  **  8 crime  which  is  not  declai  ed  to  be  so 
law,  framed  by  lire  whole?  And  why 
'nould  that  House  be  made  the  instrument  of 
J®ch  a detestable  purpose  ; that  House,  which 
10  to***  the  honourable  distinction  of  being 


an  Irish  Papist,  who,  for  many  years,  has  been 
a servant  to  the  late  king  James,  and  the  Pre- 
tender, (meaning  sir  Patrick  Lawless,)  one  who 
has  borne  arms  against  Iter  majesty  in  France 
and  Spain  ; one  who  is  strongly  suspected,  of 
having  embrued  his  hands  in  the  blood  of  the 
late  duke  of  Medina-Celi,  and  marquis  of 
Lrgnnez : If,  said  he,  such  a man  be  uot  only 
permitted  to  come  into  England,  but  to  appear 
at  court,  in  the  presence  chamber : If  lie  be 
caressed  by  the  ministers:  nay,  I apeak  it  with 
horror,  if  such  a man  be  admitted  to  her  ma- 
jesty’s private  audience  in  her  closet,  will  not 
every  good  subject  think  her  majesty’s  person 
in  danger?  And  is  it  then  a crime  in  Mr. 
Steele,  to  shew  his  just  concern,  for  so  precious 
a life? — As  to  that  passage  in  Mr.  Steele's 
Crisis,  wherein  he  says,  ‘ That  a late  Treason- 
able Book,  on  the  Succession  of  Hereditary 

applied  to,  as  the  source  of  redress,  in  all  coses  of 
oppression  ? Steele,  he  observed,  lias  advanced 
nothing  which  bears  a direct  criminal  construc- 
tion; nothing  which  cun  be  construed  into  guilt 
without  the  assistance  of  forced  inuendoea;  and 
shall  parliament  assume  the  ungracious  part  of 
thus  inferring  guilt  from  mere  arbitrary  construc- 
tion? If  they  do,  what  advantage  to  govern- 
ment or  the  community  can  be  expected  to  re- 
sult from  such  a measure  ? Are  doctrines  re- 
futed, and  truths  suppressed,  by  beiug  censured 
or  stigmatised  ? — In  the  reign  of  James,  it  was 
criminal  to  say,  that  the  king  was  a Papist  \, 
hut  the  severity  of  the  law,  or  the  cruelty  of  its 
ministers,  could  not  eradicate  from  tlie  mind  of 
a single  individual,  the  confirmed  belief  of  the 
fact.  Steele  is  only  attacked,  because  he  is  the 
advocate  for  the  Protestant  Succession;  the 
cause  which  he  so  ably  defends,  gives  the  of- 
fence; through  his  sides  the  Succession  is  to  be 
wounded  ; his  punishment  will  be  a symptom, 
that  the  Succession  is  iu  danger ; and  the  mi- 
nistry are  now  feeling  the  pulse  of  parliament, 
to  see  how  far  they  may  be  able  to  proceed. 
Does  Mr.  Steele,  he  inquired,  incur  any  blame 
for  writing  ngainst  Popery  ? In  the  reign  of 
James,  indeed,  preaching  against  Popery  woe 
considered  as  casting  a reflection  on  the  minis- 
try. But  it  was  not  so  iu  the  reign  of  king 
William.  From  what  fatality  does  it  arise,  that 
what  is  written  in  favour  of  the  Protestant  Suc- 
cession, and  was  countenanced  by  the  late 
ministry,  is  deemed  a libel  on  the  present  ad- 
ministration ? General  invectives  in  the  pulpit 
against  drinking,  fornication,  or  any  particular 
vice,  have  never  been  esteemed  a reflection  on 
particular  persons,  unless  these  persons  are 
guilty  of  the  darling  sin  against  which  the 
preacher  inveighs.  It  becomes,  then,  a fair  in- 
ference, from  their  irritability  and  resentment 
against  its  defender,  that  the  darling  sin  of 
the  present  administration  is  to  obstruct  the 
Protestant  Succession.”  Cox e’s Walpole,  vol.  i. 
p.  7*.  The  part  of  the  Speech  here  quoted 
was  collected  by  Mr.  Coxe  from  memoranda®# 
ia  the  hand-writing  of  sir  Robert  Walpole. 
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* Right,  has  published  the  Will  of  king  Henry  8, 

‘ which  seeiiis  to  be  intended  as  a pattern  for 
4 the  like  occasion.*  And  a little  lower,  4 Let 
‘ those  who  act  under  the  present  settlement, 

4 and  yet  pretend  to  dispute  for  an  absolute 
c Hereditary  Right,  quiet  themselves  with  the 

* arguments  they  have  borrowed  from  Popery:* 
Mr.  Walpole  said,  it  could  not  be  denied, 
" That  the  Lord  Treasurer  was  the  patron  of 
learned  men,  for  whose  use  and  improvement, 
ho  had  setup  a fine  library;  and  that  it  ap- 
peared by  the  book  called,  4 The  Hereditary 
Uight  of  the  Crown  of  England  asserted,’  &c. 
that  the  author  had  bee  access  to  that  library, 
and  had  drawn  very  material  passages  out  of 
some  manuscripts  in  it.  But  that  the  Lord 
Treasurer’s  care,  to  supply  him  with  materials 
towards  that  work,  went  yet  further,  since  his 
lordship  had  employed  a man  to  look  among 
old  musty  papers,  the  Will  and  Testament  of 
king  Henry  0,  which  the  said  author  had  in- 
serted t*t  length  in  the  Appendix  to  his  book. 
That  he  appealed  to  Mr.  Lowndes,  a member 
of  the  House,  and  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
whether  he  had  not  paid,  by  the  Lord  Trea- 
surer’s order,  twelve  or  fourteen  pounds,  to  the 
person  that  had  made  that  great  discovery  ; but 
that  in  case  he  should  deny  it,  he,  Mr.  Walpole, 
had  • evidence  to  prove  it.”  Mr.  Lowndes 
seemed  not  to  deny  the  fact.  He  only  said, 
that  Will  was  not  so  rare  a piece,  since  it  was 
tw  be  seen  in  a place  he  named,  in  Westmin- 

dr  Abbey; — On  this  occasion,  Mr.  Walpole 
mentioned  three  points,  in  which  he  endea- 
dowed  'to  prove  that  the  Peace  had  already 
been  broke ; 14  The  first,  he  said,  was  the 
Demolition  of  Dunkirk;  which  ought  to  have 
finished  five  months  after  the  signing  of 
the  Treaty:  But  that  instead  of  that,  tlie 
Ffbn^h  had,  yet,  only  pulled  down  part  of  the 
outward  fortifications,  without  touching  the 
foundations;  which,  mi  the  ono  hand,  ren- 
dered the  English  garrison  useless,  and  ex- 
posed to  any  insults;  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
would  afterwards  make  it  easy  for  the  French 
tfr  restore  and  rebuild  those  fortifications ; 
which  was  The  more  probable  to  be  in  their 
ttatgbts*  since,  instead  of  ruining  the  harbour, 
they  tfere  actually  repairing  the  sluices,  and 
Working  on  a new  canal.  That  the  second 
point,  was  the  Renunciations  of  the  princes  of 
the  house  of  Bourbon,  which  were  laid  down  as 
die  foundation  and  basis  of  the  Peace,  and  as 
a pfetcnct,  that  thereby  the  crowus  of  France 
and  Spain,  would  be  more  divided  than  ever: 
But  tlmt  supposing,  (what  he  could  not  by  any 
means  grant)  that  those  Renunciations  were  to 
be  depended  upon,  they  were  yet  conditional, 
and  supposed  the  emperor’s  Renunciation  to 
die  crown  of  Spain  : And  therefore,  as  no  care 
had  been  taken  to  engage  his  imperial  majesty 
8G  In gree  to  that  necessary  condition,  so  the 
Renunciations  of  the  princes  of  the  House  of 
Bourbon,  became  thereby  not  binding  and 
tmd/f  The  third  instance  which  Mr.  Walpole 
gave,  of  the  violation  of  the  Peace,  was  the 
Trench  king’s  Ordinance,  dated  September  18, 


N.  S.  1713,  4 forbidding  the  children  of  Frenct 
‘ refugees,  though  bom  out  of  his  dominions  u> 
* come  into  them,  without  b:s  permission,  uvos 
4 pain  of  being  sent  to  the  gallies.*  To  wiari 
purpose,  Mr.  Walpole  represented,  “ tbattl* 
said  Ordinance  was  against  natural  right,  im 
the  law  of  nations,  qnd,  in  particular,  deroph 
tory  to  the  rights  and  liberties  of  tlte  Bniats 
nation,  which  the  childr  en  of  tlie  refugee,  bora 
in  England,  were  entitled  to  enjoy,  as  well  » 
the  other  natives.  That  he  would  adrestsv 
to  say,  in  their  behalf,  that  it  were  tobevisbth 
that  all  who  have  I lie  happiness  to  be  bora  ■ 
England,  were  as  good  Englishmen  as  dies*; 
of  the  refugees,  and  that  the  British  nation  «« 
the  more  concerned,  in  having  that  Ordinal  ? 
repealed,  in  that  the  refugees,  and  their  eke 
dren,  were  the  fittest  to  carry  on  a trade  van 
France.” 

Mr.  Horatio  Wal/wlc  backed  what  kb  brother 
Robert  said  in  favour  of  the  French  refcee; 
anti  44  Deplored  the  lamentable  condition  e 4 
their  ministers  and  the  poor  amongst  Uiera,i> 
whom  the  Lord  Treasurer,  had  nut  paid  <*r 
penny  of  the  13,00 Ol.  per  aun.  voted  by  paria* 
ment,  and  allowed  in  the  Civil  last,  toward 
assistance  und  relief,  since  he  cane  into  fcs 
office.”  To  that  purpose,  he  added  44  Tk* 
some  amongst  the  refugees  suffered  now  molt 
in  England  than  they  did  during  theperseo 
tioti  in  France;  since  there  were  always  soar 
charitable  people  who  relieved  them  while  the? 
were  in  prisons  and  dungeons,  whereas  to* 
they  were  let  starve.” 

The  Lord  Finch  *,  backed  also  Mr.  Robot 


* 44  Danii  l Finch,  eldest  son  to  Daniel  «d 
of  Nottingham,  was  elected  one  of  the  kukb 
of  ihe  shire  for  Rutland  in  1711,  and  served  w 
the  same  county  in  all  parliaments  whilst  t* 
continued  a commoner,  in  “ the  MuoKl*;." 
No.  2,  April  2-|,  177 1,  he  is  thus  charac- 
terised: 14  Young  Disuml  is  a modem  of  B»ti»e 
eloquence,  and  of  hereditary  gravity,  known  a 
the  country  where  he  dwells,  tor  a genius  pam- 
culariy  inclined  to  speech-making ; and  by  a 
family  propensity,  more  especially,  addicted  m 
it  at  those  times  when  most  may  be  said  w*b 
the  least  signification.”  This  ill-tempered  »■ 
trod uct ion  to  a severe  remark  is  introduced  W 
the  purpose  of  contrasting  with  it  the 
more  pleasing  anecdote. 

44  In  a paper  of  his  in  the  Guardian,  Steele 
published  a spirited  defence  of  Lady  Charkc* 
Finch,  daughter  of  the  earl  of  Nottingham, 
afterwards  duchess  of  Somerset,  who  hadbw* 
treated  with  rudeness  and  ill-manners  bf*> 
anonymous  writer  in  the  Examiner,  fcr  alleg- 
ed misbehaviour  in  church ; and  won  by  th» 
the  ‘heart  of  her  brother,  probably  pre-dap^ 
in  favour  of  an  amiable  man,  and,  it  maybe, 
attached  to  him  by  an  antecedent  frit mfatop* 
Be  this  as  it  tnny,  when  the  question  about 
Steele’s  expulsion  was  agitated  m die  House* 
Commons,  lord  Finch  stepped  forward,  aw 
made  attempts  to  speak  in  Steele’s  behalf;  l,ot> 
being  embarrassed  by  an  ingenuous  modesty, 
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nlpole,  and  gave  early,  pregnant  proofs,  of  viz.  his  third  wish,  in  llie  close  of  his  last  Eng- 
! eloquence  hereditary  in  his  nohle  family,  lishtnan,  That  bis  electoral  highness  of  Hanover* 
s lordship  among  other  things,  endeavoured  would  be  so  grateful  ns  to  signify  to  all  the 
justify  Mr.  Steele,  with  relation  to  the  nicest  world;  the  perfect  good  understanding  he  has 
tl  tenderest  part  of  the  charge  against  him,  with  the  court  of  England,  in  as  plain  terms,  as 

her  majesty  was  pleased  to  declare  she  had 

d over-deference  to  an  assembly  in  which  he  with  that  House,  on  her  part.  lie  said  there- 
d not  yet  been  accustomed  to  speak,  he  sat  upon,  “ That  supposing  tliere  were  in  this  wish, 
on  in  visible  confusion,  saying,  so  as  to  he  some  injurious  insinuation,  yet  the  same,  could 
er- heard,  “ It  is  strange  1 can't  speak  for  not,  without  injustice,  be  applied  to  the  queen, 
is  man,  though  I could  readily  fight  for  him.”  hut  only  to  her  ministers : That  nobody  dotibt- 
» words  being  whispered  from  one  to  another,  ed  the  good  understanding  between  her  majesty 
ernted  in  an  instant  like  electrical  fire;  ami  and  the  house  ot  Hanover;  but  that  it  was 
wild rn  burst,  from  ali  ports  of  the  House,  of  notorious,  that  the  ministers  shewed  no  great 
bear  him!  hear  him!”  with  ineffable  marks  regard  to  that  illustrious  House,  witness,  (to 
encouragement,  brought  lord  Finch  ngnin  on  pass  over  other  instances)  the  slight  they  put 
i legs,  who  with  astonishing  recollection,  and  upon  the  baron  Bothmar's  memorial;  which 
e utmost  propriety,  spoke  a speech  on  the  oc-  the  queen  had  perhaps  never  seen,  had  not  the 
non,  in  which,  as  it  was  related  to  this  writer,  duchess  of  Somerset  shewed  it  her  majesty  in 
the  language  of  the  theatre,  “ there  was  not  print  in  the  Daily  Couraut."  My  lord  Finch 
mini  wjiich  did  not  tell. — The  eyes  of  the  likewise  justified  Mr.  Steele,  iu  relation  to  his 
sole  company  were  upon  him;  and  though  reflections  on  the  Peace:  We  may,  said  bis 
' appeared  to  have  utterly  forgot  what  he  rose  lordship,  give  it  all  the  fine  epithets  we  please; 

> t»  speak,  yet  the  generous  motive,  which  but  epithets  do  not  change  the  nature  of  things. 

* wlmle  company  knew  he  acted  upon,  pro-  | We  may,  if  we  please,  call  it  here  honourable; 
ired  him  such  an  acclamation  of  voices  to  | hut  I am  sure  it  is  accounted  scandalous  in 
tar  turn,  that  he  expre-sed  himself  with  a j Holland,  Germany,  Portugal,  and  over  all  Eu- 
iu|fiiiiiiiinity  and  clearness,  proceeding  from  | rope  except  France  and  Spain.  We  may  call 
ie  integrity  of  his  heart,  that  made  his  very  I it  advantageous,  but  all  the  trading  part  of  the 
binaries  receive  him  as  a man  they  wished  nation  find  it  to  he  otherwise:  And  if  it  be 
icir  friend — Such  was  the  noble  motive  which  | really  advantageous,  it  must  he  so  to  the  ininis- 
rst  produced  this  nobleman's  natural  elo-  try  that  made  it. 

nence;  the  force  of  which  was  charming,  and  I Sir  William  Wyndkam  saying  thereupon, 
resistible,  when  exerted  in  the  protection  of  “ That  the  ministry  would  nut  say  that  the 
ie  oppressed.  I Peace  was  advantageous  to  them 

“ On  the  accession  of  king  George  1,  lord  The  Lord  Finch  very  smartly  replied,  Then 
inch  was  appointed  one  of  the  gentlemen  of  it  was  plain  it  was  advantageous  to  nobody, 
ie  bed-chamber  to  the  prince  of  Wales,  w hen  . but  our  late  enemies. 

n father  was  declared  Lord  President  of  the  J Mr.  Steele  expelled  the  House.]  Lord  I.um- 
ouncil : October  10,  1715,  be  was  constituted  ley,  son  to  the  earl  of  Scarborough,  lord  Hin- 
»e  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Trea-  chinbroke,  and  some  other  members,  spoke 
ary ; and  resigned  all  his  employments  Feb.  I with  a great  deal  of  vivacity  in  favour  of 
I,  1715  16.  He  was  made  Comptroller  of.  Mr.  Steele,  and  against  the  conduct  of  ininis- 
u majesty's  household,  May  i!5,  1735;  which  try:  Bat  Mr.  Auditor  Foley,  sir  William  Wynd- 
<hcc  he  voluntarily  resigned,  after  he  succeed-  Imm,  the  Attorney-General,  and  some  other 
d his  father  as  earl  of  Winchelsea  and  Not-  courtiers,  being  supported  by  a great  majority, 
iaglinm  (Jail.  1,  1729-30.)  On  June  1,  1725,  still  insisted  on  the  question,  so  that  at  last,  it 

* was  sworn  of  the  Privy-council.  On  March  was  carried  by  245  voices,  against  152,  First, 
6, 1741,  was  constituted  First  laird  Cum  in  is-  “ That  a printed  pamphlet  intituled,  The  Eng- 
toner  of  the  Admiralty ; and  April  15,  1743,  lisbmnn,  being  the  close  of  the  paper  so  called, 
•as  appointed  one  of  the  Lords  Justices  on  his  1 and  one  other  pamphlet,  intituled,  The  Crisis, 
najesty's  absence  in  his  Germun  dominions,  written  by  Richard  Steele,  esq.  a member  of 
tie  was  one  of  the  assistauis  to  the  duke  of  this  House ; nre  scandalous  and  seditious  Li- 
'Mnerset,  chief  mourner  at  the  funeral  of  Frede-  ' bels,  containing  many  expressions  highly  re-' 
■wtk,  prince  of  Wales,  April  13,  1751.  March  fleeting  upon  her  majesty,  and  upon  the  no- 
13, 1752,  he  was  elected  a knight  of  the  garter,  bility,  clergy,  gentry  and  universities  of  this 
>wl  installed  June  4.  April  6,  1757,  he  was  a kingdom,  maliciously  insinuating,  that  the  Pro- 
wcond  time  appointed  first  Lord  of  the  Admi-  testant  Succession  in  the  house  of  Hanover  is 
ralty;  hot  resigned  in  June  following.  At  the  in  danger  under  her  majesty’s  administration,' 
secession  of  the  present  king  he  was  continued  and  tending  to  alienate  the  affections  of  her 

'be  Privy  Council,  and  constituted  President,  majesty’s  good  subjects,  and  to  create  jealousies 
Mr  12,  1765,  which  office  he  resigned  July  30,  and  divisions  among  them.  Secondly,  That 
libfi.  He  was  also  one  of  the  elder  brethren  Richard  Steele,  esq.  for  his  offence  in  writing, 
fl1  ibe  Trinity-house ; and  died  Ang.  2,  1769,  and  publishing  the  said  scnndalous  and  sedi- 
in  bis  Rlst  year."  See  Nichol's  Epistolary  Cor-  tious  libels,  be  expelled  this  House.” 
mtmndence  of  Steele,  p.  338,  3*2,  London  It  is  observable  that  two  Scots  members 
1#W.  only  spoke  in  ibis  long  debate,  to  wit,  Mr. 
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Bailie,  and  lir  James  Steuart,  judge  advocate 
in  Norlb-BritaiD.  The  first  said,  “ He  was 
little  acquainted  with  the  affairs  of  England, 
but  had  made  it  his  business,  to  know  those  of 
his  own  country ; and  that,  by  all  the  observa- 
tions he  could  make  for  some  years  past,  they 
who  appeared  the  most  zealous  for  the  Pre- 
tender's interest,  were  most  favoured  and  coun- 
tenanced, by  those  in  power.”  This  was  con- 
firmed by  air  James  Steuart,  who  added,  “ That 
to  his  certain  knowledge  3 or  4,000/-  had  been 
yearly  remitted  to  the  highland  clans,  whose 
chiefs,  and  the  men  under  their  command,  were 
known  to  be  entirely  devoted  to  the  Chevalier 


MR.  STEELE'S  APOLOGY. 

Shortly  after  his  expulsion,  Mr.  Steele  pub- 
lished a Defence  of  Ins  .Conduct.  It  was  en- 
titled ‘ Mr.  Steele’s  Apology,  for  Himself  and 
‘ his  Writings,  occasi  med  by  his  Espulsiou/rom 
* the  Hou-e  of  Commons.'  Besides  the  mas- 
terly able  Speech  which  he  made  in  the  House, 
it  contains  several  particulars  not  mentioned 
in  the  foregoing  Proceedings.  We  therefore 
give  it  entire : 

MR.  STEELE’S  APOLOGY 
For  Himself  and  ms  W arrises,  occasioned 
bv  his  Expulsion  frosi  the  House  op 
Commons. 

11  Fabula  Quanta  Fui !”  llor. 

“To  Mb.  Waipole.I 
Sir  ; Whoever  reads  the  following  Apology 
will  easily  allow  me,  that  1 tun  much  less  con- 

* “ By  this  it  appears,  that  this  affair  gave  the 
enemies  of  the  present  ministry,  a handle  to 
rip  up  several  things,  which,  had  it  uot  been 
for  this  prosecution,  had,  perhaps,  never  been 
mentioned  in  the  House  of  Commons:  And 
which,  being  spoken  iD  the  hearing  of  several 
Lords,  occasioned  the  like  reflections,  and 
stricter  inquiries,  in  the  House  of  Peers.  A 
few  days  after,  sir  James  Steuart  was  removed 
from  his  place,  for  telling  tales.”  Boyer. 

f “The  speech  of  Walpole  on  this  occasion 
procured  him  great  applause ; but  the  public 
did  not  know,  that  the  Defence  made  by  Steele 
biruself,  was  in  a great  degree  the  offspring  of 
his  eloquence;  a tact  related  by  bishop  New- 
ton, on  the  authority  of  Pulteney : * When 

* Steele  was  to  lie  expelled,  the  House  of  Com- 
‘ mons,  Mr.  Walpole  and  Mr.  Pultney,  and 
‘ Mr.  Addison  were  commissioned  to  go  to  him 
1 by  tlie  noblemen  and  members  of  the  Kit  Kat 
‘ Club,  with  their  positive  order  and  determi- 
‘ nation,  that  Steele  should  not  make  his  own 
‘ speech,  hut  Addison  should  make  it  for  him, 

* and  he  should  recite  it  from  the  other's 
‘Writing,  without  any  insertion  or  addition  of 
< his  own.  Addison  thought  this  an  hard  in- 
junction, and  said,  that  he  must  be  like  a 
‘ school- boy,  and  desired  the  gentlemen  to  give 
‘ biin  a little  sense.  Walpole  suid,  that  it  was 
‘ impossible  to  spealt  a speech  in  cold  blood; 


earned  for  the  fame  of  a writer  than  that  of  a 
honest  man.  1 have  declared  the  astsutm 
I had  in  composing  the*  Writings  ebtcb  ra 
here  defended ; for  the  upright  purpose,  tu 
innocent  intention  of  them,  is  all  which  1 is 
anxious  to  assert.  In  defence  of  truth  1 a 
curred  popular  hatred  and  coutempt,  with  ts 
prospect  of  suffering  the  want  eveo  of  the  o- 
dinary  conveniences  of  life.  The  protatibu 
of  being  undone  I could  not  but  lbnn  to  ay 
self  wheu  I took  upon  me  what  1 did;  b*i 
weight  heavier  tliau  all  this  fell  upon  me,  a 
wit,  a Resolution  of  the  Representatives  oi *) 
country  td  my  dishonour.  This  indeed 
blow  unexpected;  nor  could  it  enter  urn  si 
imagination,  that  tne  insolence  of  any  minute 
could  run  so  high,  as  to  demand  of  the  Hots: 
nf  Commons  to  punish  one  of  its  nusahos  ms 
bring  unacceptable  to  him.  The  per  aw  ti 
this  Pamphlet  will  cunviuce  the  reader,  itere 
was  not  so  much  as  the  appearance  of 
other  motive  for  my  Expulsion.  The  day 
of  debate  was  indeed  a very  memorable  me, 
and  tire  persons  concerned  in  it  hugely  nerd 
suspending  the  councils  of  a nation.  It 
remarkable  however,  that  such  was  the  farce  a 
truth,  that  the  member  accused  bad  no:  n 
harsh  personal  expression  used  against  lus: 
and  the  minister,  in  tire  midst  of  all  hit  po«« 
who  brought  on  the  accusation,  was  treated  a 
the  manner  which  all  mankind  knows  he  de- 
serves. As  for  my  part,  l ever  thought  mer.' 
of  the  capacity,  though  not,  till  lately,  of  t* 
good-nature  of  that  demagogue,  anil  saw  rtn 
well  his  audaciousness  would  one  day  suffer  l>< 
his  ignorance.  It  was  visible,  whatever  beci* 
of  his  country,  which  1 believe  bad  little  share 
in  his  Lordship’s  cares,  he  would,  with 
wand  in  his  hand,  raise  powers  which  he  room 
want  skill  to  command,  and  w Inch  cumetyien-.i; 
would  tear  himself  in  pteces. 

But  without  dwelling  upon  the  contetnwr- 
tion  of  mischiefs  wrought  by  a cunning  wrAri 
creature,  placed  in  a station  proper  only  for  * 
wise  and  virtuous  man,  I am  nuw  to  gw  J* 
my  thanks  for  your  generous  defence  of  me  .» 
this  great  adversity.  Your  behaviour  ***  »■ 
deed  equally  noble  during  the  whole  Fi**A 
administration,  and  your  eloquence  ruts  of  pub- 
lic service  to  your  country,  when  the  preroc1- 
tive  was  strained  to  the  utmost,  not  to  cub* 
own  sovereign,  but  to  compliment  France  vtd 

‘ but  being  pressed,  be  said  he  would  try, 104 
‘ immediately  spoke  a very  good  speech  of  "W 
‘ he  thought  proper  for  Steele  to  say  on  the 
‘ occasion  ; and  the  n^fxt  day  in  the  how* 

‘ made  another  speech  as  good,  or  better,  <“ 

* the  same  subject ; but  so  totally  different 

* from  the  former,  that  there  was  **rct  » 

‘ single  argument  or  thought  tire  same  ; wbtj1 
‘ particulars  are  mentioned  as  illustrious  pr  - 1 
1 of  his  uncommon  eloquence.’  (Lifeof  hofe? 
Newton,  by  hiroself)—Steele  afterwards  pub- 
lished an  ‘ Apology,’  which,  with  becoou"! 
gratitude,  he  dedicated  to  Walpole."  Cot** 
Walpole. 
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e greatness  and  interest  of  her  ami  her  peo- 
e.  The  intervention  of  providence  has 
vra  os  a stand  against  the  immediate  de- 
motion which  such  iniquity  and  folly  had 
aced  before  our  eyes,  and  men  in  great 
nploytnents  can  non  be  safe  without  depend- 
l upon  France. 

1 have  mentioned  Dunkirk  till  I am  sick, 
id  there  are  not  words  to  represent  the  info- 
ous  behaviour  in  n ministry,  to  cover  so  great 
id  pernicious  an  imposture  upon  their  country, 
the  improvement  of  that  port  under  the  pri- 
nce of  the  demolition  of  it. 

You  have  the  honour  and  happiness  to  have 
ninenUy  opposed  all  the  incursions  nbich 
ese  guilty  men  made  upon  the  greatness  of 
e crown  and  the  welfare  of  the  subject,  by 
•ostituting  them  both  to  their  own  selfish  de- 
gas, and  destroying,  as  far  as  in  them  lay,  the 
>od  name  of  all  men  of  virtue  and  service. 
They  have  indeed  reaped  this  good,  that  here 
in  be  nothing  said  of  themselves,  the  worst 
•mints  that  ever  sovereign  employed,  but 
hat  they  bad  caused  to  be  laid  to  the  charge 
: ihose  w ho  were  tbeir  predecessors  ; persons 
hvse  abilities  had  raised  their  country  to  such 
grandeur,  that  nothing  but  the  onoaturol  in- 
»try  of  her  own  ministers  could  lower  to  the 
ripless  condition  to  which  they  had  reduced  it. 
These  evils  could  not  have  been  supported, 
ad  nut  the  demagogues,  by  the  abuse  of 
»*er,  deafened  many  in  the  legislature  against 
'.tendon  to  the  true  interest  of  themselves  and 
mr  country  ; while  an  inconsiderable  crea- 
irv,  who  had  the  good-will  of  no  man,  could 
linage  aversions  skilfully  enough  to  be  snf- 
•red  to  destroy  nil,  for  fear  of  nn  alteration 
f aifairs  that  might  be  grateful  to  an  opposite 
srtv. 

Were  the  following  instance  of  the  harsh  and 
dious  disposition  in  gentlemen  to  sit  deter- 
uued  before  hearing,  the  concern  only  of 
ie  and  mine,  it  would  not  be  worth  troubling 
w world  with  so  many  words  on  the  Ocea- 
nia ; but  neitlier  what  I now  write,  or  what 
ou  much  better  spoke,  is  a case  of  so  little 
onsequence  ; and  when  you  undertook  it,  you 
new  you  were  pleading  for  the  rights  and  li- 
emes  of  the  Commons  of  England  ; and  I 
rill  lake  upon  me  to  say,  that  there  nerer  was 
• greater  insult  on  the  constitution  than  this, 
scept  one  practised  by  the  same  person 
nthoot  the  least  deference  to  the  order  of 
kings,  the  common  sense  of  mankind,  the 
Kmour  of  the  crown,  or  the  property  of  the 
■uhjvct. 

It  needs  not  he  said  what  this  greater  itnpu- 
lence  was,  nor  who  had  so  little  grace  os  to  he 
Willy  of  it : It  was  he  who  was  born  in  our 
lays  for  the  chastisement  and  dishonour  of 
them,  a tool  whose  insignificancy  makes  sor- 
row, occasioned  by  him,  the  subject  of  laughter, 
lakes  all  dignity  from  distress,  and  renders  ca- 
lamity ridiculous. 

As  to  my  own  part,  under  the  fantastical  ty- 
ranny of  the  Demagogue's  administration, 
could  what  you  said  in  tbe  House  be  communi- 


ties 

cated  to  the  public,  I should  have  no  need  of 
this  defence ; but  since  1 have  not  here  tha 
assistance  of  your  eloquence,  I beg  the  ad- 
vantage of  your  name  and  character:  Fori  know 
it  will  be  an  argument  with  every  honest  man 
that  my  cause  was  good,  that  you  so  aealuusly 
espoused  it ; for  that  admirable  talent  of  speak- 
ing of  which  you  are  master,  has  never  been 
prostituted  to  serve  dishonest  purposes ; and 
you  tiare  too  candid  a spirit  not  to  esteem  it  • 
praise,  rather  than  disparagement  of  your  elo- 
quence, that  the  cause  for  which  you  bare  at 
any  time  pleaded  needed  no  art  but  from  the 
iniquity  of  its  opposers. 

The  happy  ability  of  explaining  tbe  most 
dithoult  parts  of  business  to  men  woolly  un- 
acquainted with  negociation,  has  been  ns  use- 
ful to  the  public  as  honourable  to  yourself. 
As  you  have  detected  the  artful,  so  you  have 
helped  the  ignorant  of  your  very  adversaries, 
according  to  their  intention  to  abuse  or  serve 
their  country. 

It  has  been  6aid,  That  the  greatest  art  is  to 
hide  art;  but  you  have  a much  better  in- 
strument towards  persuasion,  the  having  no- 
thing to  conceal  ; for  truth  is  as  certainly  the 
greatest  eloquence,  as  honesty  is  the  best  po- 
licy. Let  those  who  speak  or  act  agaiust  their 
conscience,  obtain  their  little  purposes  and  ap- 
plauses ; be  it  ever  your  commendation  to  des- 
pise artifice  and  practise  uprightness.  A long 
course  of  suffering  for  your  zeal  in  an  honest 
cause,  Ims  gained  you  the  character  of  an  open 
honest  English  gentleman,  with  a capacity 
which  takes  off  the  imputation  of  weakness 
from  simplicity  of  manners,  nnd  adds  the 
dignity  of  knowledge  to  the  beauty  of  inno- 
cence. 

As  I never  entered  into  political  debates 
with  ambitious  views,  bat  have  brought  my 
desires  within  the  necessaries  and  decent  con- 
veniencics  of  life,  I am  the  more  jealously  te- 
nacious of  the  little  I expect  of  tbe  world, 
which  is  only  to  accept  of  my  service  to  the 
best  of  my  ability,  without  loading  me  with 
unjust  reproach.  In  (his  reasonable  expectr-' 
tion  Mr.  Walpole  generously  lent  me  his  pro- 
tection ; and  though  he  could  not  persuade  my 
judges  to  do  me  justice,  he  convinced  them  I 
deserved  a different  sentence  from  what  they 

f announced.  But,  alas,  they  had  learned,  by 
ong  practice,  to  do  shameful  things,  without 
being  ashamed  ; and  though  your  arguments 
could  command  their  assent,  it  could  not  make 
them  utter  it  in  my  favour.  You  sent  them 
away,  I thank  you,  with  the  same  thoughts 
of  themselves,  which  you  had  of  them;  and 
whatever  force  and  oppression  determined,  in 
the  eye  of  reason  and  conscience  tlie  judges 
were  convict,  and  the  accused  man  found  in- 
nocent. 

I humbly  thank  you  for  your  eminent  part  in 
this  afiair,  and  congratulate  you  on  receiving 
the  favour  of  your  prince  for  your  service  to 
your  country.  As  doing  good  to  the  public  is 
tbe  motive  of  conferring  farours,  it  is,  with 
such  as  you,  the  rule  in  enjoying  them.  I 
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wish  you  the  possession  of  all  your  frank  heart 
desires  ; and  am,  with  great  respect,  Sir,  &c. 

Richaud  Steele. 

TI1E  PREFACE. 

This  Defence  was  printed  before  the  death 
of  her  late  majesty;  hut  upon  that  accident 
the  publication  was  deferred,  lest  some  handle 
might  be  taken  to  interrupt  the  business  of  the 
nation  by  an  offence  given  to  persons  who  were 
principally  guilty  of  the  oppression-  here  repre- 
sented. They  might  possibly  have  attempted  to 
borrow  another  cast  of  conscience  in  their  fa- 
vour ; and  it  wns  to  be  feared,  that  the  same 
tyranny,  which  punished  a man  for  a tiling  in 
which  he  ought  to  have  been  encouraged  and 
supported,  would  have  gone  on  to  condemn 
the  least  murmur  agaiust  its  determination  ; I 
have  said  tyranny,  because  to  resolve  or  net 
ugainst  justice,  truth,  or  common  sense,  is  ns 
much  tyranny  in  an  assembly  as  a single  per- 
son. Hut  1 must  do  the  majority  of  tbe  House 
which  expelled  tue  the  justice  to  own,  that  they 
carried  themselves  ns  tneu  conscious  they  were 
doing  wrong,  and  no  one  appeared  active  iu  it 
but  professed  slaves  and  hirelings,  that  is  to  say, 
such  us  I have  called  in  the  following  Narrative 
the  Messengers  of  the  Treasury  : Members  of 
the  House  who  were  immediately  depeudaut 
upon  or  related  to  a noble  lord  whom!  need  uot 
name,  that  sent  orders  by  his  kinsman  to  turn 
h commoner  of  England  out  of  parliament,  be- 
cause it  wns  not  his  lordship’s  good  pleasure 
he  should  sit  there  any  longer.  When  a man 
is  out  of  power,  it  is  usual  to  detract  from  the 
fume  of  Itis  high  talents  and  qualifications : But 
I cannot  be  guilty  ofs-.ch  injustice  to  this  great 
man  ; for  never  was  minister  since  the  creation 
more  thoroughly  master  of  that  great  necessary 
in  him,  who  meditates  vast  designs,  the  choice 
of  instruments.  Muchiavel,  in  some  part  of  his 
precious  writings,  advises  against  the  choice  of 
raw  murderers,  for  such  are  apt  to  utter  some 
soft  word  flowing  from  compassion,  or  other 
weakness,  for  want  of  the  habit  of  bloodshed, 
which  might  spoil  the  whole  design.  Our  Hero 
cannot  be  accused  of  being  injudicious  this  way, 
nnd  I have  a thousand  times  sat  in  deep  admi- 
ration  of  his  choice  of  Agents,  w ho  if  they  had 
been  the  least  grain  mure  rich,  more  poor, 
more  foolish,  more  wise,  more  tali,  more  short, 
more  knaves,  or  more  fools,  had  been  unfit  for 
the  v ork  in  band.  Had  any  man  against  his 
measures  in  either  of  the  assemblies  more  elo- 
quence, more  penetration,  or  more  credit  than 
comes  to  a single  member’s  share,  let  such  a 
one  open  his  mouth,  he  should  be  attacked 
with  one' who  had  as  ipuch  aght  to  speak  as 
himself,  with  so  firm  absurdity,  and  then  second-  1 
ed  by  one  just  one  degree  worse  than  him,  and 
a third  half-fool  pin  up  the  matter  with  an  as- 
sertion still  wilder,  to  the  utter  confusion  of  the 
man  iu  his  senses,  whose  noble  faculty  of  adorn- 
ing the  cause  of  truth  should  be  immediately 
reduced  to  an  interjection  of  sorrow,  and  down 
be  must  sit.  Such  was  our  Hero’s  manner  of 
demolishing  and  frustrating  aji  persons  against 


him.  The  same  genius  in  dwn p pointing  the fei 
of  superior  talcum,  ran  through  all  parts  of  b> 
siness. 

The  writings  hereafter  spoken  of  were  nt* 
parent  vindication  o1'  tlie  king’s  title  tn  n 
crown,  and  an  hottest  representation  of  rhec^' 
gcrous  state  of  the  nation.  Now  would asyau 
living  believe,  that  it  was  in  nature  this  rid 
be  made  an  accusation  before  an  Howe  f 
Commons  ? But  so  it  was;  and  there  ador- 
ed in  it  fellows  born  and  contrived  by  arttv 
for  such  a work  ; Creatures  that  could 
not  make  you  angry,  such  mean  imtrumto  4 
iniquity,  that  the  wickedness  was  disprsefaV 
their  managing  it,  and  the  flagrancy  sod  dicr  - 
rous  consequence  of  what  was  dou»2,  wxs  bJ* 
den  by  the  inconsiilerableness  of  tbe  agnis  i 
persecution  from  them  was  like  heinc  inwfaltf 
with  vermin.  Though  I had  too  mocha' sch 
to  be  in  humour  enough  to  enj  v tbe  k»*. 
there  w as,  with  all  the  cruelty  of  it,  sotnetL' . 
particularly  comic  in  tbe  affair.  Ail  them 
of  sense  in  the  majority  of  the  House,  thoe^ 
they  did  not  design  to  deny  a friend  * *<*» 
stood  off,  and  left  the  whole  maiugtM  & 
the  family  and  the  office. 

The  onset  was  made  iu  the  poorest  mm r, 
and  the  Accusation  laid  with  an  insipid  sat* 
and  cold  expression.  The  Accuser  arraijw 
man  for  sedition,  with  the  same  indolence  ' 
indiffererce  as  another  man  pares  ha  o** 
What  was  spoken  appeared  only  a rlieura  fra 
the  mouth,  mid  Mr.  Foley,  us  well  as  dovb. 
he  did,  might  have  blown  his  nose  and  put  I* 
question.  But  though  the  choler  of  my  ac«*» 
was  corrected  by  their  phlegm,  insomuch  v ■-> 
they  were  harmless  with  ill-will ; yet  hod 
perseverance  to  go  on,  insensible  of  the  rath*7 
of  the  contrary  party,  nnd  the  conmapt « 
their  own.  The  most  lamentable  ihins  •» 
to  consider  was,  that  though  there  i»a>  wts  * 
man  of  honour,  who  spoke  on  the  side  of  ** 
ministry,  but  did  it  upon  gtneral  terms,  rhra* 
in  he  apparently  discovered  his  d i japped*1 c 
of  the  work  he  was  about,  so  many  boa&tg®'* 
tlemen  should  join  iu  a Vote  of  Expulsion  r 

It  is  possible  some  gentlemen  raitbt tb*^  B 
their  consciences,  it  is  an  immoral  action  ** 
any  private  man  to  animadvert  upon  the 
ministration  of  the  public.  God  forbid  Iuidm 
say  they  were  not  some  worthy  men 
thus  persuaded  in  this  case;  but  if  liny 
so,  I know  not  why  they  should,  as  roembf- 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  punish  a man  1 r 
what  he  did  before  he  came  into  tlx  Hob** 
especially  since  that  thing  would  h*ve  berr- 
laudable  in  him  to  have  done,  if  be  hod  becon 
the  House. 

All  1 shall  preface  further  is,  that  I tbou?  • 
the  circumstauces  of  Great  Britain  and 
were  such  as  made  it  an  honest  and  nece**1’ 
action  to  interrupt  and  oppose  tbe  roeesore*^ 
the  ministry.  When  I thought  it  my  doff. 
thank  God,  I had  no  further  consideration  i- 
myself  than  to  do  it  in  a lawful  nnd  proper®13: 
so  as  to  give  no  disparagement  to  a gw*1  j 
cause  from  my  indiscretion  or  erantai  j 
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nont.  A work  against  them  I was  the  rather 
nciined  10  undertake,  because  the  exceptions 
which  were  made  against  the  couduct  of  the 
nimstry  seemed  wild  and  calumnious,  when 
written  by  nameless  authors ; but  when  any 
nan  with  his  name  asserted  things  were  amiss, 
t would  hebove  the  persons  coucerne  i to  prove 
t calumny,  or  suffer  under  it  : And  I was 

willing  to  ripen  the  question  of  the  Succession 
ipon  my  own  head.  It  soon  appeared  that 
here  was  so  much  ground  for  what  1 said  in 
he  Papers  I then  printed,  that  it  was  thought 
nuch  more  proper  to  weaken  the  validity  of 
rhat  I said,  by  invectives  against  me,  which 
nine  out  stitched,  bound,  and  in  loose  papers 
or  some  months  every  week,  than  gainsay 
rhat  I asserted.  In  the  midst  of  this  treat- 
tient  the  conversation  happened  which  gave 
occasion  to  The  Crisis.  The  gentleman  men- 
ioned  in  the  following  Defence,  ns  giving  the 
irst  hint  to  the  design,  I need  no  longer  con- 
*al ; it  was  Mr.  Moor  of  the  Inner-Temple,  a 
nau  perfectly  skilled  in  the  history,  the  laws, 
he  constitution  of  tins  kingdom,  and,  in  my 
>oor  opinion,  as  capable  of  doing  eminent  ser- 
vice, where  those  qualiti*  s are  requisite,  as  any 
nan  in  England  not  already  employed.  All  I 
:ave  to  say  further  concerning  him  is,  that  I 
lope  the  mention  of  this  his  great  merit  may 
prove  to  his  advantage ; and  it  is  not  to  he  im- 
puted to  me  if  he  feels  no  effect  of  public  fa- 
rour,  for  starting  so  useful  a design  as  appeared 
in  the  Crisis. 

When  the  Crisis  was  written  hand  in  hand 
*ith  this  gentleman,  l,  who  was  to  answer  for 
it  with  my  all,  would  not  venture  upon  our  sin- 
gle judgment,  therefore  I caused  it  to  be  print- 
ed, and  left  <me  copy  with  Mr.  Addison,  ano- 
ther with  Mr.  JLechwere,  another  with  Mr. 
Miushull,  and  another  with  Mr.  Hoadly.  I 
don't  name  Mr.  Hoadly  last  because  1 honour 
or  depended  upon  him  least : for  he  has  every 
good  quality,  talent,  and  grace,  that  can  adorn 
a Ctiri-tiau,  a gentleman,  and  a divine  ; and 
whatever  prejudice  may  suggest,  I think  it  a 
treat  defence  that  the  work  passed  his  hand. 
Fro.n  these  corrected  copies  (uo  one  of  these 
Kctuleiuen  knowing  till  this  day  that  the  other 
bad  aeeu  it)  the  Crisis  became  the  piece  it  is. 

VVhen  [ was  now  folly  convinced  that  what 
1 said  wa»  justifiable  in  the  sight  of  God  and 
man,  I thought  I had  an  opportunity  of  giving 
tin  alarm  to  all  honest  men,  and  disroncertiug 
the  cuunsels  of  m<  n I thought  ready  to  attempt 
>ny  thing  they  could  act  with  impunity,  and 
*ho  cared  not,  so  they  carried  on  their  own 
game,  though  they  did  it  by  bringing  on  their 
native  country  the  imputation  of  falshood  and 
treachery,  accompanied  with  slavery,  poverty, 
and  dishonour. 

All  this  was  plainly  intimated  in  the  Crisis, 
but  expressed  in  such  a raauner  as  to  be  with- 
in the  law,  against  those  who  had  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  laws,  and  seemed  to  me  to  be  un- 
dermining the  Constitution.  It  whs  therefore 
reasonable  to  act  withiu  the  law  as  fur  as  a man 
tould  against  those  who  made  no  use  of  it,  but  . 

Vi. 


to  cover  themselves  in  making  encroachments 
upon  it,  and  transgressions  against  it. 

Besides  the  care  of  rescuing  my  own  name 
from  a seeming  disgrace  of  a Vote  of  the  Com- 
mons, 1 thought  this  Apology  necessary  to 
shew  the  arbitrary  use  of  numbers  in  tbe  most 
odious  colours,  that  gentlemen  may  have  a just 
detestation  of  practising  a thing  in  itself  un- 
war  ran  table,  from  the  Mipport  only  of  the  inso- 
lent and  unmanly  sanction  of  a Majority. 

A List  of  the  Gentlemen  who  voted  against 
the  Expulsion  of  Mr.  Steele. 


John  Harvey, 

John  Cater, 

Sir  Thomas  Lee,  ht. 
Sir  J.  Wiitewrong,  bt. 
Sir  Roger  Ildl,  kt. 
James  Stanhope, 

John  Bromley, 
Samuel  Shepperd, 
Peter  Shake rly, 

John  Trelawnv, 

Sir  Cb.  Wager,  kt. 
Hugh  Boscaweu, 
Janie*  Craggs, 

John  Hopkins, 
Edward  Elliot, 

John  Knight, 
Humphry  Morrice, 
James  Low i her, 
Gilfrid  Lawson, 
Thomas  Stanwix, 

Sir  John  Rogers,  ht. 
Sir  George  Byng,  kt. 
Richard  Edgecomb, 
George  Trehv, 

Sir  John  Cope,  kt. 
Roger  Tuckfeild, 
George  Trenchard, 
John  Burridge, 

Daniel  Harvey, 

John  Baker, 

James  Littleton, 

Wm.  Betts, 

Wm.  Coventry, 
Thomas  Erie, 

George  Pit, 

John  Hedwith, 

Sir  Tho.  Webster,  bt. 
S»r  Isaac  Rebow,  kt. 
Thomas  Stevens, 

Win.  Dowdeswell, 
Benjamin  B ilhurst, 
Win.  Grimsion, 

Win.  Hale, 

Sir  Matthew  Dudley, 
Robert  Piggot, 

Lord  Hinchinhrook, 
The  hon.  S.  Wortley, 
Sir  Rob.  Marimni,  ht. 
Sir  Samuel  Ongley,  kt. 
Robert  IleY'ham, 

Sir  Tho.  Johnson,  kt. 
Lord  Willoughby, 

Sir  John  Bruwnloe,  bt. 
Sir  John  Thorold,  bt. 
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Wm.  Coatesworthy 
John  Morgan, 

SirCh.  Turner,  kt. 
Robert  Walpole, 

The  hon.  W.  Feilding, 
Horatio  Walpole, 

Hon.  J.  Fitzwiiliatns, 
George  Mountague, 
Hon.  Wm.  Egerton, 
Paul  Methuen, 

Hon.  Tho.  Wentworth, 
Earl  of  Hertford, 

Sir  John  Jcrinayn,  bt. 
Olty  Douglass,' 
Richard  Hambden, 
Lord  Sherrnrd, 

Lord  Newport, 

Wm.  Whitmore, 

John  Weaver, 

James  Medlicot, 
Norton  Pawlet, 

Tho.  Broderick, 

Lord  William  Pawlet, 
Walter  Chetwynd, 

W hi.  Thompson, 

Sir  Haney  Klways,  bt. 
Tho.  Maynard, 
Edward  Hopkins, 

T he  hon,  C.  Harvey, 
Aubrey  Porter, 

Sir  Rich.  Onslow,  bt, 
George  Evelyn, 

Tho.  Onslow, 

Janies  Cocks 
Paul  Dominique, 

The  hon  J.  BrudeneH 
Tho.  Pilluun, 

John  Morley  Trevor, 
Nathaniel  Gould, 
Francis  Chamberlayn, 
The  hon.  S.  Compton* 
I xml  Thomond, 

Lord  Lumley, 

Daniel  Willson, 

Sir  Rich.  Sandlord,bw 
John  London, 

Tho.  Pit,  juu. 

John,  Eyres, 

Reynolds  Calthrop, 
Edward  Ash, 

Price  Acourt, 

John  Eyles, 

Sir  John  Rashout,  bt. 
Joseph  Addison, 
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Sir  Tlio.  Read,  bt. 

Tho.  Pit,  sen. 

Tho.  Wylde, 

John  Rudge, 

Sir  W.  Robinson,  hr. 

Sir  W.  St.  Quintal,  bt. 

Sir  Charles  liolliam, 

Tlio.  Yorke, 

Wm.  Pultency, 

Hugh  Cliolmiev, 

Edmund  Duncli, 

Wm.  Strickland, 

Tho.  Frnnklaud, 

Ralph  Bell, 

Henry  Prater, 

Leonard  Smelt, 

Arch.  Hutchinson, 

Philip  Papillon, 

The  lion.  Ed.  Watson, 

Sir  Rob.  Furnace,  bt. 

Sir  John  Norris,  kt. 

Philip  Gibbon, 

George  Doddington, 

Lord  Finch  was  unfortunately  shut  out  at  the 
division ; but  the  noble  part  lie  acted  in  the 
debate  will  ever  be  remembered  to  his  honour. 

MR.  STEELE’S  APOLOGY,  &c. 

I have  waited  with  much  patience  during 
the  session  of  parliament,  without  offering  at 
any  thing  in  my  justification  against  tho  Sen- 
tence which  passed  upon  me  on  the  18th  of 
March  last  past ; which  Sentence,  and  the  mo- 
tives to  it,  are  expressed  in  the  two  following 
Resolutions  : 

‘ Resolved, 

‘ That  a printed  Pamphlet,  intitlcd,  1 The 
‘ Englishman,’  being  the  close  of  the  paper  so 

* called  ; and  one  other  Pamphlet,  entitled, 

* * The  Crisis,’  written  by  Richard  Steele,  esq. 

* a member  of  this  House;  are  scandalous  and 

* seditious  Libels,  containing  many  expressions 

* highly  reflecting  upon  her  majesty,  and  upon 
' the  nobility,  gentry,  clergy,  and  universities 
1 of  this  kingdom,  maliciously  insinuating,  that 

* the  Protestant  Succession  in  the  House  of 
‘ Hanover  is  in  danger  under  her  majesty’s  ad- 

* ministration,  and  tending  to  alienate  the  af- 

* fections  of  her  majesty’s  good  subjects,  and  to 
‘ create  jealousies  and  divisions  among  them.’ 

‘ Resolved, 

‘ That  Richard  Steele,  esq.  for  his  Offence 
‘ in  writing  and  publishing  the  said  scandalous 
‘ and  seditious  Libels,  be  expelled  this  House.’ 
I hoped  every  day,  daring  the  session,  to 
have  heard  other  writers  called  to  an  account 
for  their  errors  as  well  ns  myself,  especially 
those  who  had  provoked  me  to  sav  what  gave 
So  much  offence.  In  that  case  I might  perhaps 
have  heard  something  alledged,  that  would  have 
made  it  appear  necessary  in  the  representative 
of  the  people,  to  censure  as  well  those  who  are 
imprudently  zealous  for  them,  as  those  who  arc 
against  them.  Out  since  they  have  punished 
only  me,  who,  if  I am  guilty  at  all,  am  guilty 
•oljr  of  too  forward  zeal  iu  a good  cause;  I say, 
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since  the  Commons,  to  shew  their  impartiality, 
have  thought  fit  to  distinguish  only  the  crimes 
of  one  of  their  own  members,  by  taking  free 
bins  both  his  good  name  and  seat  in  parliament, 
while  all  other  writers  pass  unmentioned : that 
member  thinks  himself  at  liberty  to  do  wbati* 
can  to  sveaken  the  force  of  that  censure,  by  i 
Narrative  of  all  that  passed  in  their  House  re- 
lating to  himself,  as  well  os  he  can  recollect  it 

If  the  reader  will  allow  me  the  liberty  u 
speaking  of  myself  sometimes  as  a third  pen®, 
to  avoid  the  word  I,  (which  often  repe»trJ 
even  in  a justification,  has  an  offence  in  it) I 
will  tell  the  story  very  honestly. 

It  may,  perhaps,  appear  undutiful  to  srga 
against  what  was  acted  by  the  represents:. 
of  one’s  country:  but  in  order  to  keep  a 
within  such  bounds,  it  is  expedient,  on  liter 
side,  to  have  a due  regard  to  the  lives  and  b- 
nour  of  those  whom  they  call  before  them,  sad 
not  to  expect  that,  when  -they  hare  bid  the 
heaviest  weight  which  they  nre  able  upon  is 
offender,  he  will  be  intimidated  from  dispel,:: 
the  jusiice  of  their  sentence  by  the  terrors  af 
their  future  displeasure,  which  can  ban  a 
store  nothing  so  terrible  as  what  is  alresdj  n- 
flicted.  The  Resnlution  against  Mr.  Sleek  ey- 
ries in  it  all  the  infamy  that  can  be  joined  a 
the  name  of  a gentleman,  and  they  have  cer- 
tainly made  him  desperate  and  rrginilci  of 
what  further  they  can  determine  to  his  disad- 
vantage-— In  inflicting  punishments,  especial- 
where  the  penalty  is  not  prescribed,  then 
should  be  always  a regard  had  to  the  person 
who  it  to  suffer ; and  whatever  sense  any  bod; 
of  men  may  have  of  good  and  evil,  they  should 
still  suppose  there  are  some  men  who  ptrfe 
their  integrity  to  all  other  consideration!,  ax 
excepting  those  of  riches  and  power. — Hos« 
is  the  true  essence  of  a man,  and  consists  in  ho 
consciousness  of  innocence  and  honesty.  Iks. 
indeed,  cannot  be  taken  from  him  by  the  out- 
rage of  multitudes,  or  the  abuse  of  power.  Be 
though  such  a sense  of  reproach  is  to  be  lb 
private  rule  of  a man’s  conduct,  and  will  c *f 
tainly  prove  the  best  support  under  all  d ap- 
pointments and  adversities,  it  is  too  abstract 
a notion  to  carry  him  through  the  business  rf 
the  world,  without  having  a due  regard  to  reps- 
tation  and  fame.  A man’s  reputation  is  tw 
dress  of  his  honour,  and  thoogli  tearing  a eaci 
clothes  cannot  hurt  bis  life  or  his  limbs,  yet  i 
lie  will  allow  them  to  be  rent  into  tatters® 
patiently  let  passengers  throw  dirt  upon  tbax 
he  will  be  unfit  to  be  received  by  the  dotes 
part  of  mankind  in  that  condition,  dram  the 
prejudice  they  cannot  but  have  to  his  habitue 
outward  appearance,  and  consequently  he  wii 
be  unable  to  perform  the  offices  of  life  with  re 
spect  to  others  as  well  as  himself. 

To  convince  the  world  that  Mr.  Steele  i 
not  deserve  the  Sentence  before  recited,  I bof* 
to  shew  that  his  whole  conduct  ns  a writer, » 
which  character  only  he  has  been  charge)  ia 
the  House,  hns  been  full  of  instances  of  a qtn® 
contrary  tenour  to  that  of  which  they  acra* 
him ; ns  well  ns  that  the  Passages  thenueht* 
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vhich  were  brought  against  him  will  not  sup- 
tort  their  accusation. — Anger,  which  ie  never 
rise,  made  a man  inconsiderable  in  himself,  of 
inudi  consequence,  that  while  he  was  in  the 
louse,  people  condescended  (as  if  to  lessen  him 
ras  carrying  a great  point)  to  brow-beat  and 
lisparage  him.  I know  not  how  better  to  re- 
ireseut  his  condition  during  that  time,  than  by 
aying  he  was  the  quite  contrary  to  that  sort  of 
rcalure  among  them  whom  they  call  * a fa- 
vourite of  the  House.’  A favourite  of  the 
louse,  is  one  who  says  aud  does  what  he 
'leases,  and  is  always  acceptable,  whatever  he 
■fiances,  because  he  is  ridiculous.  Mr.  Steele, 
vith  a quite  opposite  fate,  was  to  do  nothing 
iut  what  shqjild  he  disliked,  because  he  was 
idious.  This  disposition  against  him  appeared 
he  very  first  day  of  the  session ; what  liappeu- 
d to  him  at  that  time  was  the  emertaimnent 
very  where  for  a whole  week,  therefore  1 shall 
ery  circumstantially  relate  it. 

After  two  or  three  gentlemen  had  proposed 
i'  1 nomas  Hanmer  for  Speaker  of  the  House 
if  Commons,  Mr.  Steele  took  upon  him  to  say 
ie  bad  tlie  same  honourable  sentiments  of  that 
;entieman  in  the  following  words: 

‘ Mr.  Jodrctl ; 

‘ At  the  close  of  the  last  Parliament,  her  ma- 
jesty was  graciously  pleased  to  declare  from 
the  throne,  That  the  late  rejected  Bill  of  Com- 
merce between  Great  Britain  and  France, 
should  be  offered  to  this  House.  That  De- 
claration was  certainly  made,  that  every  gen- 
tleman, who  should  have  the  honour  to  be 
returned  hither,  might  make  himself  master  of 
that  important  question.  It  is  demonstration 
tliat  was  a most  pernicious  Bill,  and  no  mun 
can  have  a greater  merit  to  this  House,  than 
his  by  whose  weight  and  authority  that  perni- 
cious Bill  was  thrown  out.  I rise  up  to  do 
him  honour,  and  distinguish  myself  by  giving 
him  my  Vote  for  that  his  inestimable  service 
to  hjs  country.’ 

It  will  be  impossible  for  the  reader  to  con- 
cise how  this  Speech  of  his  was  received,  ex- 
cept he  has  happened  to  have  been  at  a cock 
natch,  and  has  seen  the  triumph  and  exultation 
vhich  is  raised  when  a volatile  whose  fall  was 
onie  way  gainful  to  part  of  the  company  has 
>een  necked.  At  the  mention  of  the  Bill  of 
-ommerce,  the  cry  began  ; at  calliug  it  * per- 
nicious,’ it  increased  ; at  the  words,  4 Doing 
him  honour,’  it  grew  insupportable  loud  : but 
wring  no  reason  for  being  confounded  for  other 
leople't  fully  or  absurdity,  Mr.  Steele  bore  the 
nsolence  well  enough  to  speak  out  what  he  in- 
eadvd.  He  had  hardiness  enough  to  do  it, 
rum  a resolution  which  he  had  taken,  to  govern 
hiiuaelf  by,  when  he  went  into  the  House,  which 
*as,  to  prefer  the  fame  of  an  honest  man  to  that 
if  an  orator.  I must  confess  I stand  in  some 
imazemcnt  to  find  where  the  ridicule  lay  in  the 
lords  ‘ I rise  up  to  do  him  honour,’  the  natu- 
ral meaning  of  which  I take  to  be  shewing  him 
respect,  and  not  implying  tliat  it  is  an  honour 
■°  him  that  it  is  I who  do  him  that  respect : 
lawever,  were  it  taken  iu  the  latter  sense,  in 
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which  Mr.  Steele  really  did  not  intend  it,  I do 
not  see  the  absurdity  there  would  have  beeu  in 
it;  he  dues  not  deserve  to  sit  in  that  House, 
who  does  not  believe  bit  esteem  an  addition  to 
the  person's  reputation  on  whom  he  bestows 
it ; for  the  good  opinion  of  an  honest  man  is 
au  honour  to  the  greatest  man  living.  At  the 
same  time  Mr.  Steele  dues  not  atiribute  this 
particular  outrage  to  the  House,  any  further 
tiisn  that  they  ought  to  have  suppressed  it,  and 
severely  observed  upon  it,  by  turning  out  the 
offenders,  who,  it  is  supposed,  were  a parcel  of 
rustics  who  crouded  in  with  the  members  before 
the  election  of  the  Speaker,  from  a received 
error,  that  there  is  no  authority  in  the  House 
till  he  is  chosen.  As  he  came  out  of  the  House, 
he  could  bear  nothing  but  those  loud  critics 
talk  to  one  another,  ‘ Oh  ! it  is  not  so  easy  a 
4 thing  to  speak  in  the  House — He  fancies,  be- 

1 cause  he  can  scribble ’ and  the  like  deep 

animadversions.  But  to  the  mutter  itself. 

On  the  12th  of  March,  1713-14,  a Complaint 
was  made  to  the  House  against  certain  para- 
graphs in  three  printed  Pamphlets,  one  intitu- 
led, * The  Englishman,’  from  Saturday,  Jan.  16, 
to  Tuesday,  Jan.  1!),  1713,  wherein  is  a printed 
Letter  to  the  Englishman,  to  which  is  sub- 
scribed the  name  ‘ Richard  Steele another, 
intituled, 4 The  Crisis,’  iu  the  title  page  where- 
of it  is  said,  4 by  Richard  Steele,  esq. and  the 
other,  intituled  1 The  Englishman  being  the  close 
4 of  the  paper  so  called,’  in  the  title  page  where- 
of it  is  also  said, 4 by  Richard  Steele,  esq.’  as 
containing  several  paragraphs  tending  to  sedi- 
tion, highly  reflecting  upon  her  majesty,  and 
arraigning  her  administration  and  goiernment. 
Upon  which  the  accused  member  was  ordered 
to  attend  in  his  place  the  next  morning.  He 
attended  accordingly  on  Saturday  the  IStli, 
and  heard  the  several  paragraphs,  in  the  printed 
Pamphlet  complained  of,  read.  After  which, 
at  the  proper  time,  he  stood  up,  and  read  a 
Paper  containing  the  following  words  : 

44  Mr.  Speaker ; 

44  I have  written  and  caused  to  be  printed 
several  hooks  and  papers  with  a sincere  xeal 
and  good  intent  to  serve  my  queen  and  country, 
the  preseut  happy  establishment  ill  Church  und 
State,  and  particularly  the  Protestant  Succes- 
sion in  the  House  of  Hanover.  But  I submit 
it  to  the  House,  whether,  injustice  to  the  de- 
fence that  is  due  to  every  subject  of  this  king- 
dom, 1 ought  to  admit  that  either  the  contents 
or  substance  of  the  papers  laid  upon  your  table 
are  the  same  I wrote  and  caused  to  be  printed, 
before  I have  perused  and  compared  them; 
especially  since  every  one  knows  it  to  be  fact, 
that  false  editions  of  books,  which  sell,  are  pub- 
lished every  day. 

•“  Mr.  Speaker,  Though  I was  ordered  to  at- 
tend in  mv  place  before  any  particular  passages, 
if  I am  rightly  informed,  were  read  or  objected 
to  in  the  House  ; aud  yet  now  that  1 have 
heard  what  they  are,  I trust  to  the  justice  of 
this  House,  that  I shall  have  a reasonable  time 
to  peruse  aud  compare  them,  and  if  I find  them 
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upon  perusal  to  be  really  the  same  which  I 
wrote  and  published,  I shall  ingenuously  own 
them,  and  hope  to  make  such  a defence  of  them 
as  will  be  satisfactory  to  the  House;  for 
which,  I doubt  not  but  you  will  allow  mesutfici-  j 
ent  tune.” 

Since  time  for  comparing  them  was  nil  Mr.  j 
Steele  pretended  to,  the  Monday  following  j 
was  proposed  for  the  day  of  his  defence ; but 
that  was  easily  got  over,  upon  his  urging  that  j 
the  next  day  was  Sunday.  After  a proper 
time  to  be  allowed  was  debated  for  some  mo* 
roents,  and  that  the  desiring  to  collate  the  pa- 
pers was  said  to  be  mentioned  only  as  the 
most  obvious  circumstance  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  the  Member’s  Defence,  but  that  much 
more  must  be  supposed  as  tnaterr.il,  as  that, 
for  his  justification,  the  House  seemed  in  a very 
good  disposition,  wliich  the  accused  rnenihef 
did  not  think  he  abused  in  desiring  till  the  Sa- 
turday following  It  was  very  faintly  pressed 
that  this  was  too  distant  a day,  till  o particular 
Orator  stood  up,  and  endeavoured  to  warm 
the  House  into  an  indignation  of  treating,  with 
30  much  gentleness,  so  high  an  offender.  It  can- 
not he  expected  that  one  can  remember  every 
man  s name;  but  the  man  I mean  was  of  an 
enormous  stature  and  bulk,  and  had  the  ap- 
pearance, if  1 may' so  speak,  of  Dwarf-Giant. 
His  complexion  tawny,  his  mein  disturbed,  and 
the  whole  roan  something  particularly  unfa- 
miliar, disingenuous,  and  shocking  to  an  Eng- 
lish constitution.  I fancied,,  by  his  r xotic  make, 
and  colour,  he  might  be  descended  from  a Moor, 
and  was  some  purchase  of  our  African,  or  other 
trading  company,  which  was  manumised.  This 
tnan,  thought  I,  was  certainly  bred  in  servitude, 
*nd  being  now  out  of  it,  exerts  all  that  he 
knows  of  greatness  in  insolence  and  haughti- 
ness. *lhe  untamed  creature  stood  up  to  turn 
off  the  merciful  inclination  which  he  saw  grown 
towards  the  number  accused  ; and  with  well- 
chosen  words  and  personated  vehemence,  laid 
before  the  House,  that  he,  forsooth,  was  glad 
to  see  the  good  disposition  gentlemen  appeared 
to  be  in,  and  applauded  their  tenderness;  hut1 
at  t ne  same  time  he  could  not  but  remark,  that 
th*>  drift  ol  the  writ  mgs  before  them  was  to  make 
the  greater  number  of  the  gentlemen  of  Eng- 
land appear  Jacobites  and  enemies  to  their  I 
Country.  I do  not  pretend  to  give  exactly 
what  he  said  to  this  unjust  and  cruel  purpose  ; 1 
but  it  prevailed  very  much  towards  the  effect  j 
be  desired  and  1 *ost*ntd  all  that  was  obtained 
on  the  aide  of  the  defendant  in  the  preceding 
part  of  the  debate,  insomuch  that  Mr.  Steele 
grew  in  fear  he  should  have  no  time  at  all  allot-  | 
led  him;  and  therefore  when  the  House  was, 
•going  to  divide  on  the  question,  whether  hi*  I 
should  »•  .tdowed  till  Saturday  or  not,  he  stood 
up  and  begged  till  Thursdnv.'in  which  request  | 
Wr.  Pitt  -if  Worceste  shi  e had  the  humanity  1 
to  second  him,  and  the  affair  was  appointed 
for  that  day  without  a division. 

On  Monday  following,  the  15th  of  March,  ‘ 
believing  a great  part  of  the  ill  will  which  he  ; 
MU  brought  upon  himself  was  owing  to  what : 
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he  hail  writ  about  Dunkirk,  he  thought  it  week 
make  for  his  defence  to  have  what  passed  te 
lating  to  the  collusive  demolition  appear  id 
the  House  before  his  dav  came  on.  Mr.  Sw*& 
therefore  (upon  the  suggestion  of  some  friendi 
voice  near  him  to  be  very  bumble)  bad  tbe 
folly  to  pretend  to  move  their  pity,  by  a com- 
parison of  the  powerful  opposition  against  kirn 
from  those  who  were  numerously  related  m 
the  House,  and  iu  such  circumstances  as  rc 
draw  all  others  to  them  ; and  representing  fen 
own  condition  so  particularly  unitJbed  and  u>- 
assisted,  that  tliere  was  not  one  man  living  of 
Irs  blood,  nor  he  in  circumstances  capable  of 
engaging  the  friendship  of  any  man  there  bet 
from  the  merit  of  his  cause.  *,1  have.’  said 
that  facetious  person, 1 This  to  thank  my  adver- 
saries for,  tint  their  hard  prosecution  has  open* 
ed  so  good  a way  to  the  breasts  of  Englishroea 
as  pity/  From  this  ill  judged  quaint  harangue, 
which  was  received  with  muck  coldness,  be  re- 
covered himself  os  well  as  he  could,  by  obsew- 
ing,  That  he  never  knew  an  unhappy  ma* 
speak  but  just  enough;  and  therefore  wouk 
not  wander  further,  but  hasten  to  the  quesuoe 
which  he  had  prepared  and  held  iu  ht$  hand 
as  of  use  to  his  ensuing  Defence ; which 

“ Thut  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to 
her  majesty,  that  she  will  be  pleased  to  give  di- 
rections, that  the  several  representations  of  be: 
majesty’s  engineers  and  officers  who  have  bod 
the  care  and  inspection  of  the  demolition  of 
Dunkirk,  and  all  orders  and  instructions  gnec 
thereupon,  be  laid  before  this  Hou*e.”  It  patt- 
ed in  the  negative.  And  from  that  moment 
Mr.  Steele  despaired  of  his  cause.  He  pre- 
pared his  mind  as  well  as  he  c >uld  to  meet 
wuh  his  disgrace;  and  considered  all  that  wai 
to  follow  as  a farce,  wherein  heedless  a»ea 
were  to  indulge  their  curiosity,  mirth,  or  crari- 
tv,  without  any  regard  to  justice,  or  how  far 
what  they  were  doing  would  affect  him  or  the«- 
selves.  But  Thursday  the  18th  is  now  come; 
and  the  order  of  the  day  for  taking  mtn  con- 
sideration the  Printed  Pamphlets  complained 
of  to  the  House  being  rend,  Mr.  Foley  the  ac- 
cuser demanded  that  the  matter  appointed  tor 
the  day  might  he  cutered  upon,  referring  tbe 
method  of  proceeding  to  the  House.  Mr. 
Steele  chose  to  make  his  appearance  near  tbe 
bar  of  the  House;  and  I will  not  forget  to  men- 
tion one  circum>tance  in  ibis  scene  that  very 
much  sweetened  his  afflictions,  which  was,  that 
be  had  the  honour  to  stand  between  Mr.  Stan- 
hope ai»d  Mr.  Walpole,  who  condescended  to 
rake  upon  them  the  parts  of  his  advocates. 
The  first  Question  proposed  to  divert  tbe  com- 
pany, was  Whether  the  member  accused  owned 
the  writings  or  not?  upon  which  Mr.  Steel* 
stood  up  and  said, 

“ Mr.  Speaker, 

“ When  I was  called  up  the  other  day  upon 
the  same  occasion,  I suspended  the  utter  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  papers  laid  on  your  tabk 
against  me.  1 was  advised  to  do  so.  Wbat 
has  hitherto  been  insisted  upon  by  me  was 
mere  formality,  in  favour  of  other  innocent 
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ten  who  may  hereafter  fall  into  my  circutji- 
ances.  I now  t rankly  and  ingenuously  own 
II  tiwise  paper*  laid  to  my  charge  to  he  parts 
r ui 7 Writings.  I writ  them  in  behalf  of* the 
louse  of  Hanover,  and  I o*n  them  wiih  the 
ime  tin  reservedness  with  which  1 abjured  the 
retender.  I humbly  submit  my  self  to  this 
'iiiouruble  Assembly,  and  depend  upon  your 
i?t»ce.w 

This  occasioned  a long  debate,  and  in  the 
itervals  between  the  speaking  of  particular 
leuibers,  the  House  called  out,  Mr.  Steele, 
ir.  Steele,  to  begin  his  Defence;  hut  his 
•iends  directed  him  to  sit  still.  The  dispute 
i a htile  tune  ripened  into  this  question,  Whe- 
ler  the  member  accused  should  answer  para- 
r»ph  by  paragraph,  and  hear  what  whs  urged 
gainst  him  to  each,  and  thereupon  answer; 
r that,  now  he  knew  upon  what  heads  he  was 
barged,  he  should  proceed  to  defend  himself? 

‘ seems  it  is  the  custom  on  such  occasions,  that 
* the  member  withdraws  without  speuking  for 
imselfin  the  way  the  House  prescribes  to  him, 
« is  to  have  no  further  opportunity  before  the 
louse  proceeds  to  Censure:  It  * whs  therefore 
ltunatcd  to  him  that  now  was  his  time  to  stand 
ip ; and  making  use  of  his  papers  he  soine- 
imes  spoke,  but  chiefly  read  as  follows : 

“ Mr.  Speaker;  You  will  easily  believe  I 
isve  not  been  in  a very  sedate  temper  erer 
ince  I came  into  this  House.  When  I com- 
posed those  writings  of  which  I am  accused,  I 
itudied  carefully  to  avoid  committing  any  fault 
n them,  and  now  on  a sudden  I am  to  rack  iny 
mention  to  find  out  guilt  in  them.  I have  also 
l**a  forced  to  apply  myself  to  the  making  my 
Defence  paragraph  by  paragraph,  as  well  as 
according  to  this  method  10  which  you  have 
omv  been  pleased  to  restrain  me.  From  these 
accidents,  the  different  opinions  of  friends, 
being  suspended  between  these  opinions,  want 
3l  sleep,  and  being  pressed  in  point  of  time,  l 
am  m a very  ill  condition  to  make  a Defence. 
Hut  if  you  will  forgive  my  blundering  and  stam- 
mering amidst  an  huddle  of  papers  vou  see  in 
my  hands,  not  read  over  since  transcribed,  and 
tiie  references  from  some  to  others  of  them  not 
fixed  in  my  mind,  you  shall  have  the  truth  of 
my  heart  in  this  discomposure,  which  will  I 
hope  with  generous  men  do  more  for  me,  than 
wliat  1 could  have  produced  with  more  medita- 
tion. I must  therefore,  as  well  as  I can,  from 
papers  which,  as  I said,  I have  not  so  much  as 
read  over  since  transcribed,  obey  your  com- 
mands; and  fall  abruptly  into  the  particulars  of 
iny  Defence,  the  way  to  which  I thought  to 
make  in  a more  gradual  and  unforced  manner, 
upon  the  views  I bad  before  I came  into  the 
House. 

“ l have  not,  I hope,  written  any  thing  with 
*n  improper  heat,  though  I have  not  shewn  an 
insensibility ; and  tho*e  who  condemn  what 
heat  I have  shewn,  will  at  least  approve  the 
ends  to  which  it  was  direr  ted. 

11  If  my  wishes  for  the  demolition  of  Dun- 
•Jf*»  and  my  zeal  for  that  Succession  which  is 
the  only  security  under  God  of  our  laws,  our 
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liberties,  and  our  religion,  have  betrayed  me 
into  any  errors  which  I am  not  sensible  of,  I 
hope  the  goodness  of  these  motives  which  oc- 
casioned them,  will  be  sufficient  to  extenuate 
and  cover  them.  I am  sure  there  are  several 
writers  who  have  talked  with  as  much  warmth 
and  more  boldness  for  a quite  contrary  end, 
without  giving  the  same  offence  to  those  in 
whose* power  it  has  been  to  punish  them  : I say, 
sir,  that  there  nre  many  who  have  written  with 
as  great  a zeal  in  a cause  which  is  condemned 
as  treasonable  by  our  acts  of  parliament,  and 
yet  have  had  the  good  luck  to  escape  the  no- 
tice of  those  who  have  had  either  the  making 
of  laws  or  the  putting  them  in  execution.  Be- 
sides, whilst  I nave  thus  preserved  n»y  temper, 
it  must  be  allowed  that  no  man  ever  received 
greater  provocations.  Those  writers  who  de- 
clared themselves  the  professed  advocates  of 
the  ministry,  and  give  themselves  the  air  of 
bein^  m the  secrets  of  the  administration,  were 
tlie  first  aggressors.  They  have  loaded  me  with 
groundless  calumnies,  misrepresented  me  in 
every  part  of  my  character,  and  have  been  as 
disingenuous  and  unchristian  in  the  methods  of 
publishing  these  false  reports,  a*»  they  were  in  the 
inventing  of  them.  When  I had  the  honour 
to  be  returned  as  a member  of  parliament,  and 
was  therefore  presumed  to  be  such,  instead  of 
being  thereby  privileged  from  this  infamous 
treatment,  I was  only  the  more  exposed  to  ir. 
These  papers  I am  now  speaking  of  prejudged 
my  election,  denounced  to  me  the  displeasure 
of  men  in  great  places,  and  foretold  that 
storm  which  is  now  fallen  npnn  me,  unless  it 
lie  averted  by  the  justice  and  honour  of  gentle- 
men, who  are  the  only  persons  that  can  inter- 
pose in  this  case  between  an  innocent  man  and 
an  offended  minister.  Such  has  been  the  cruel 
and  ungene  rous  usage  which  I have  met  with 
from  an  author  who  has  several  times  professed 
himself  a champion  for  the  ministry,  that  no 
longer  since  than  last  Friday  be  has  (alien  upon 
me  with  that  rage  and  malice,  which  is  unbe- 
coming a scholar,  a gentleman,  or  a Christian, 
at  the  same  time  that  so  great  a misfortune  be- 
fel  me  as  to  be  accused  before  this  House.  As 
if  he  did  not  think  that  weight  heavy  enough 
upon  me,  he  makes  his  court  to  his  superiors  by 
determining  the  cause  which  lay  before  this 
honourable  assembly,  and  represents  me  in 
such  a character  as  I hope  is  due  to  no  man 
living.  I cannot  hut  take  notice  of  his  last 
paper,  which,  if  any  gentleman  will  be  at  the 
pains  of  perusing,  he  will  find,  (by  what  strange 
accident  or  concerted  measures  I know  not) 
that  it  is  a brief  of  the  charge  against  me  be- 
fore this  House.  It  was  in  a"gwer  to  thi* 
writer  that  I first  employed  my  pen,  and,  as  I 
thought,  for  the  service  of  my  country.  This 
man  has  represented  half  of  her  majesty's  sub- 
jects as  a different  people,  who  have  forfeited 
the  common  protection  allowed  them  by  the  coi^ 
stitution;  but  has  never  been  called  to  ac  count 
for  r 1 as  a writer  of  matters  tending  to  sedition.* 
He  has  treated  the  fathers  of  our  church  like 
the  basest  among  the  people,  tore  in  pieces  the 
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reputation  of  the  most  eminent  names  is  Great 
Britain,  marked  out  several  members  in  both 
Bouses  of  parliament,  and  endeavoured  to  ren- 
der them  odious  to  the  nation,  when  they  have 
disagrr  ed  with  him  in  opinion,  or  rejected  any 
bill  which  the  ministry  had  seemed  to  promote. 
He  has  vilified  those  persons  which  are  in  friend- 
ship and  alliance  with  her  majesty,  and  con- 
demned treaties  which  are  still  in  force.  He 
has  trilled  upon  so  melancholy  a subject  as 
that  of  her  majesty’s  late  indisposition,  and  re- 
presented her  as  actually  dead,  for  the  sake  of 
a poor  conceit  which  the  greatest  part  of  his 
readers  were  not  able  to  take,  and  those  who 
did  could  not  but  regard  with  horror.  All 
this,  sir,  the  author  1 am  now  mentioning 
has  done,  without  being  called  to  account  for 
any  refit ction  1 tending  to  sedition,  highly  re- 
‘ fleeting  upon  her  majesty,  and  arraigning  her 
1 administration  and  government.’  In  the  opi- 
nion of  the  world  he  has  not  only  done  all 
this  with  impunity,  but  with  encouragement. 
It  is  chiefly  in  answer  to  this  author,  that 
those  papers  were  w ritten  which  are  now  upon 
your  table.  I could  not  see  without  indigna- 
tion an  emleuvour  set' On  foot  to  confound 
troth  with  falsltond,  and  to  torn  the  whole 
history  of  the  present  times  into  a lie.  I 
thought  I might  act  with  the  same  safety  in 
vindicating,  as  be  did  in  attacking  the  reputation 
of  several  innocent  persons,  w ho  are  unblemish- 
ed every  where  but  in  his  papers ; and  of  many 
honourable  persons,  who  by  all  sides  are  al- 
lowed to  have  deserved  well  of  their  country. 
And  now,  sir,  let  every  British  gentleman  lay 
liis  hand  upon  his  heart,  and  ask  himself,  W he- 
ther  it  was  possible  for  a man  of  any  spirit  to 
have  received  those  private  and  personal  in- 
juries which  I have  here  mentioned,  or  for  any 
honest  man  to  have  seen  others  so  barbarously 
treated,  without  giving  some  loose  to  his  resent- 
ments. Sir,  a good  name  is  as  dear  to  me  as  it 
can  be  to  the  greatest  man  in  England ; and 
whoever  employs  all  his  artifices  to  make  me 
appear  vile  and  infamous,  cannot  be  angry  with 
roe  if  I lay  hold  on  what  I think  defective  in 
his  own  character  and  behaviour,  to  expose  it 
in  the  same  manner.  I am  sure  no  man  of  ho- 
nour, and  it  is  iny  happiness  tliat  this  assembly 
is  composed  of  no  other,  would  make  such  a 
sacrifice  of  himself  to  any,  the  most  powerful 
of  his  fellow  subjects.  I know  no  law  of  God 
or  man  that  requires  this  kind  of  resignation  or 
self-denial. 

“ I have  been  the  longer  upon  this  head,  to 
shew  gentlemen  that  lliis  great  affair  which  is 
now  laid  before  them,  has  been  hitherto,  not- 
withstanding the  many  iusolencies  I have  now 
recited  against  the  greatest  persons  in  Church 
and  State,  only  a paper  war  between  two  pri- 
vate persons;  and  ihty  must  have  but  a mean 
opinion  of  the  dignity  of  a British  House  of 
Commons,  who  think  they  will  make  tliem- 
selves  parties  in  either  side  of  it.  Besides,  I 
have  aoother  reason  fur  opening  my  Defence 
in  this  manner,  because  I find  that  the  first 
Paragraph  which  is  laid  to  my  charge,  can 
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accuse  tue  of  nothing  else  but  of  shewn;;  i 
disrespect  to  the  Examiner,  llere  follows,  a 
it  is  marked  against  me,  what  I say  in  the  Eng- 
lishman, Number  46. 

‘ But  there  is  still  a circumstance  ia  It* 
‘ same  paper  of  the  Examiner's  tliat  may  b sit 

* a consequence  yet  more  immediately  p-erss 
‘ cious,  and  that  is  the  last  sentence  of  a; 
' ‘ Since  her  majesty  is  to  be  the  last,  we  boa 
‘ they  will  be  obliged  to  own  lier  for  the  great 
‘ and  wisest  of  the  Stuarts.'  I cannot  U: 

* think  this  expression  uttered  as  lamenting  a 
‘ favour  of  a pretended  Stuart,  in  whose  beirr- 
‘ he  sighs,  and  says,  Since  her  majesty  is  to  be 
‘ the  last.  The  natural  way  of  speaking  tu 
‘ sense,  in  a man  wlio  was  in  the  interest  of  kj 

* country,  had  been  to  say,  as  her  majesty 
‘without  issue  is  te  lie  the  last.  But 

‘ ther  his  inclinations  be  for  the  Pretender  or 
‘ not,  1 am  sure  he  promotes  his  service  to  i 
‘ very  great  degree,  when  he  endeavours  t» 

* vilify  that  House  of  Commons  which  is  sew 
‘ laying  a price  upon  Ins  head. — But  let  tie 
1 rest  of  the  world  do  wbat  they  please,  sad 
‘ delay  iheir  protestations  against  these  evils  » 
‘ long  as  they  think  fit,  I w ill  postpone  all  the 
‘ that  is  dear  to  me  to  the  love  of  my  country : 
‘ and  us  this  is,  ami  I trust  in  Providence 

‘ be  my  strongest  passion  to  iny  lrfe’s  end,  i 
‘ will,  while  it  is  yet  day,  profess,  and  publai 
‘ the  rules  by  which  1 govern  my  j udgmeut  of 
‘ men  and  things  in  lire  present  conjuncture.— 
‘ Does  this  action  bespeak  such  a one  a rme 
‘ man  if  he  is  for  tire  Pretender,  a madman  « 
‘lie  is  for  the  house  of  Hanover? — Doestsa 
‘ position  open  a way  to  the  Pretender  ? Or, 
‘ does  it  further  secure  the  Protestant  Set- 
‘ cession  ? — These  are  any  questions,  whici;  1 
‘ make  the  test  of  men  and  opinions  ; and 
1 man  docs  a thing  tlrat  may  advance  the  is- 
‘ lerest  of  the  Pretender  or  his  friends,  arid  ca 
‘ no  way  do  good  (o  the  House  of  llanover,  hr 
‘ may  swear  to  his  last  breath  that  he  is  k« 

‘ that  House,  before  he  shall  make  me  befit'" 

‘ him.  In  like  manner,  if  people  talk  to  Brest 
‘ hereditary  right,  and  then  follow  it  wrth  geo- 
‘ fessions  lor  the  House  of  Hanover,  which  as 
‘ have  no  additional  security  from  the  urgin'  «t 
‘ hereditary  right,  I shall  no  more  believe  too* 

‘ Hanoverians,  than  I should  think  a mss 
‘ religious  who  should  make  a blaspbeawoi 
‘ discourse,  and  close  it  with  tire  rehearsal  sf 
‘ the  creed. — I speak  all  this  because  I 
‘ much  afraid  of  the  Pretender  ; and  my  iesn 
‘ are  encreased,  because  many  others  Isugh  >i 
‘ the  danger.  I presume  to  say,  those  who  ds 
‘ laugh  at  it  either  do  not  think  at  all,  or  that 
‘ it  will  be  no  day  of  danger  to  themsehei 
‘ But  I thus  early  let  go  my  fire  agnrnst  the  Pit- 
‘ tender's  friends,  because  I think  roysrtl  t 
‘ very  good  judge  of  men’s  mien  and  air, 'sad 
‘ see  what  they  intend  at  a distance.  I o»»  I 
‘ have  nothing  to  say  lor  the  liberty  I is** 

‘ now,  or  the  took  I put  out  to  day,  »be» 

‘ no  body  else  talks  in  tiie  same  stile,  but  wbst 
‘ the  sailor  did  when  he  fired  out  of  the  stage 
‘ coach  upon  highway-men  before  they  crird 
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■and ; Would  70*  have  me  stay  t3l  they 
ave  boarded  us?’ 

* My  adversaries  must  make  the  Examiner, 
e of  the  ministry,  before  they  can  bring  the 
it  of  these  paragraphs  within  their  cotnplaiot. 
cannot  suppose  that  any  Englishman  can 
ak  me  to  blame  for  expressing  my  love  to 
1 country  in  the  strongest  terms,  as  I have 
re  done.  As  to  the  rules  by  which  I pro- 
s to  govern  my  judgment,  they  are,  I sup- 
se,  what  none  will  controvert,  as  being  of  the 
lure  of  maxims  or  first  principles,  w hich  can 
tnit  of  no  dispute.  The  paragraph  that  foi- 
ls them  is  nothing  else  but  the  application 
these  general  and  undisputed  maxims  to  a 
nicular  case,  i cannot  imagine  why  any 
it  inn  an  should  mark  it  in  particular,  unless 
■ the  sake  of  the  word  Hereditary  ; a word 
at  teems  with  so  many  disputes,  and  which, 
cording  to  my  notion  of  it,  is  inconsistent 
th  the  Succession  in  the  House  of  Hanover, 
rich  cannot  lie  come  at  lint  by  passing  over 
toy  of  those  who  are  the  next  heirs  in  blood, 
it  it  happens  that  I have  explained  myself  as 
this  point  in  the  Englishman,  Number  5, where 

1 ihe  unhappy  animosities  which  have  reign- 
d amongst  u«,  have  made  each  side  reduce 
tself  to  an  absurdity,  from  their  violence  of 
rpposing  each  other.  While  the  one  urges  a 
■arliaraent  title,  his  warmth  betrays  him  into 
ipressions  disrespectful  tothesovereignty ; and 
its  opponent  expresses  his  indignation  at  prin- 
ciples too  near  the  sentiments  ofcommon- 
vealths-men,  with  carrying  too  far  the  terms 
reredit.iry  and  indefeasible.  Let  them  both 
rgree  that  the  queen  is  vested  in  all  the  rights 
nherentin  the  Crown  of  England,  and  In  de- 
itult  of  issue,  the  same  titles  devolved  upon 
he  House  of  Hanover.  When  we  talk  of 
lereditary  in  general,  all  who  can  be  per- 
■uacied  that  the  Pretender  is  the  son  of 
lames  4,  may  lie  insnared  to  conclude  that 
its  title  is  superior  to  that  of  any  other  upon 
tsrth:  but  wiien  we  allow  that  the  Act  of  Set- 
lement,  and  the  other  subsequent  acts,  have 
veil  vested  all  possible  Title  in  her  mnjesty 
utd  the  House  of  Hanover,  the  Englishman 
'as  hut  one  view  before  him;  and  any  title 
>f  the  Pretender,  of  whomsoever  horn,  is  as 
remote  as  that  of  the  Tudors  or  Plantagenets, 
w any  other  extinct  family. — In  this  plain 
m!e  for  the  direction  of  our  obedience,  we 
have  nothing  to  divert  our  thoughts  from  pur* 
suing  tfce  real  interest  of  our  queen  and  coun- 
try ; and  all,  as  one  man,  will  join  in  a common 
indignation  against  those  who  would  perplex 
obedience,  as  faithful  subjects  and  Eng- 
lishmen/ 

“ The  last  paragraph  expresses  my  fears  of  the 
retender, which  I must  still  acknowledge;  nt 
a-t  I can  see  nothing  criminal  in  them,  till 
ith  time  as  it  shall  he  made  a crime  to  say 
lat  the  Protestant  Succession  is  in  danger.  I 
>oaght  I had  reason  to  apprehend  this  danger, 
om  the  power  of  one  wlm  had  declared  him* 
•‘if  th*  friend  and  patron  of  the  Pretender, 
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from  his  present  residence  with  a prince  who 
lias  been  ineffectually  applied  to  for  his  re- 
moval ; from  the  apprehensions  of  a whole 
House  of  Commons  in  another  kingdom,  where 
men  have  been  actually  listed  for  his  service ; 
from  addresses  sent  out  of  North  Britain;  from 
books  written  and  published  in  vindication  of 
his  title.  I thought  my  fears  were  not  too 
early,  when  the  danger  appeared  so  imminent ; 
and  I believe  every  gentleman  will  concur  with 
me,  that  it  is  more  lor  the  safety  of  the  public 
ive  should,  in  this  great  case,  be  affrighted  with 
imaginary  danger,  than  lulled  into  imaginary 
security. 

“ I come  now,  Sir,  to  those  passages  which 
are  marked  in  the  Dedication  to  the  Crisis. 
The  first  paragraph  runs  thus  : 

‘ I will  take  the  further  liberty  to  say,  That 
‘ if  the  acts  of  parliament  mentioned  in  l tie 
‘ following  treatise,  had  been  from  time  to 
‘ time  put  in  a.  fair  and  clear  light,  and  had 
‘ been  carefully  recommended  to  the  perusal 
‘ of  young  gentlemen  in  colleges,  with  a prefer- 
‘ encc  to  all  other  civil  iastitutions  whatsoever, 

‘ this  kingdom  had  not  been  m its  present  con- 
' dition,  but  the  constitution  would  have  had, 

‘ in  every  member  tbe  universities  have  sent 
‘ into  the  world  since  the  Kerolunon,  an  ad- 

* voente  for  our  rights  and  liberties.’ 

“ I suppose.  Sir,  those  who  have  marked  this 
assage,  would  fetch  an  inuendo  out  of  it  that 
speak  disrespectfully  of  the  universities  ; an 
imputation  which  I thought  could  never  be  laid 
to  my  charge,  as  may  appear  by  innumerable 
passages  that  may  be  drawn  out  of  books  which 
I have  published.  It  would  take  up  the  time 
of  this  House  too  much,  should  I desire  that 
all  those  passages  should  be  read ; I shall 
therefore  only  beg  leave  to  make  use  of  that 
work  which  is  iutitled  the  Englishman,  tovonch 
for  me  in  this  particular.  In  the  paper  of  that 
name,  Number  14, 1 thus  express  myself:* 

‘ Our  wholesome  laws,  large  provisions,  and 
‘ the  exemplary  characters  of  our  divines,  place 
‘ them  above  the  necessity  of  practising  false 
‘ arts,  to  be  in  themselves,  their  families,  and 

* their  posterity,  the  most  happy  ns  well  as  the 

* most  eminent  of  the  people.  If  therefore 
‘ they  will  at  any  time  separate  themselves 
‘ from  the  common  interest  of  tbeir  country, 

* such  errors  in  them  must  necessarily  render 

* them,  in  instances  which  might  be  indifferent 
‘ in  others,  to  a degree  schismatics  in  the 
‘ church,  and  rebels  in  the  state.’ 

“ And  I also  say  in  the  Englishman,  Number 

< S4f  I have  ever  been  of  opinion,  that  our  uni- 
‘ Versities,  as  they  have  been  tbe  strongest  sup- 

* port  of  our  church,  will  be  no  less  zealous  for 
‘ tbe  defence  of  our  civil  liberties,  whenever 

* they  shall  see  them  openly  attacked.  Doe  of 

< those  illustrious  societies  cannot  yet  have 

* forgot,  when,  by  a most  unexampled  piece  of 

* cruelty,  six  and  twenty  of  her  members,  forre- 


* Written  by  Mr.  Steele  himself, 
t Written  by  a correspondent  of  Mr.’ 
Steele. 
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4 fusing  to  be  guilty  of  direct  perjury,  and  bravely 
4 opposing  an  illegal  commission,  were  all  ot* 
4 them  deprived  ot  their  fellowships,  made  in- 

* capable  of  any  ecclesiastical  dignify ; and 
4 such  of  them  as  were  not  then  in  holy  orders 
‘declared  and  adjudged  iucapable  ot  Iweing  ever 

* admitted  into  the  same.  I shall  conclude  with 
4 this  observation,  That  these  noble  foundations 
4 and  monuments  of  the  virtue  of  our  ancestor;*, 
4 are  in  iheir  very  nature  directly  opposite  to  ty- 

* ranny  and  unlimited  power;  since  as  igno- 
4 ranee  is  a natural  consequence  of  slavery,  arts 
' and  sciences  may  be  properly  called  the  eldest 
4 daughter  of  liberty/ 

44  It  appears  by  these,  and  many  other  passages 
in  my  writings,  that  i have  retained  the  greatest 
honour  and  esteem  for  those  learned  bodies ; 
in  one  of  which  I received  u part  of  my  educa 
tion,  and  where  I can  still  boast  of  much  per- 
sonal friendship  and  acquaintance.  But  I be- 
lieve, Sir,  there  are  none  among  those  learned 
societies,  who  will  think  I derogate  from  them 
by  any  thing  said  in  (his  paragraph.  They  them- 
selves bewail  their  misfortune,  that  several 
nonjurors  are  gone  out  from  among  them,  and 
several  still  remain  with  them,  who  are  the 
most  able  defenders  of  that  cause,  and  who,  if 
they  had  rightly  studied  our  cons' itution  as 
settled  by  nets  of  parliament,  might  have  been 
as  able  advocates  forour  Rights  and  Liberties. 
Sir,  I have  reason  to  esteem  the  universities,  as 
I had  the  happiness  to  have  had  a pnrt  of  my 
education  in  one  of  them:  and  it  is  tor  the 
like  reason  that  I shall  always  have  a venera- 
tion for  the  clergy,  as  having  been  bred  up  from 
my  infancy  (which  I know  not  whether  my  ac- 
cuser wav  or  noi)  in  the  doctrine  of  the  Church 
of  England. 

“ The  paragraph  which  follows  in  the  Dedi- 
cation of  the  Crisis  is  this : 

4 There  is  one  thing  which  deserves  your 
4 most  serious  consideration.  You  have  bound 

* yourselves  by  the  strongest  obligations  that 
4 religion  can  lay  upon  men,  to  support  that 
4 Succession  which  is  the  subject  of  the  follow- 
4 ing  papers  : you  have  tied  down  your  souls 
4 by  an  oath  to  maintain  it  as  it  is' settled  in 
4 the  House  of  Hanover  : nay,  you  have  gone 
4 much  farther  than  is  usual  in  cases  of  this 
4 nature,  as  you  have  personally  abjured  the 
4 Pretender  to  this  crown  ; and  that  expressly, 

4 without  any  equivocations  or  mental  reserva- 
4 lions  whatsoever  ; that  is,  witliout  any  pos- 
4 sible  escapes,  by  which  the  subtlety  of  tem- 
4 porising  casuists  might  hope  to  elude  (he  force 
4 of  these  solemn  obligations.  You  know  much 

* better  than  I do,  whether  the  calling  to  God 
4 to  witness  to  the  sincerity  of  our  iutentious  in 
4 these  cases  ; whether  the  swearing  upon  the 
4 holy  Evangelists  in  the  most  solemn  manner; 

4 whether  the  taking  of  an  oath  before  multi- 
4 tudes  of  our  fellow-subjects  and  fellow- chris- 
4 tiaus  in  our  public  courts  of  Justice,  do  not 
4 lay  the  greatest  obligations  that  can  be  laid 
4 on  the  consciences  of  men.  This  I am  sure  of, 
f that  if  the  body  of  the  clergy,  who  consider- 
4 ately  and  voluntarily  entered  into  these  cn- 


4 gagemems,  should  be  made  use  of  Miasm- 
4 men  is  and  examples  to  make  the  nation  b.e« 

4 through  them,  not  only  lire  Succession  to  « 

* crown,  but  the  very  essence  of  our  rdig»i,i 
4 in  danger.  What  a triumph  would  ittonan 
4 to  those  evil  men  among  us,  who  are  eiwtun 

‘ to  your  sacred  order  ? W hat  occasion  w.  I 

* it  administer  to  Atheists  and  unltelieven  n 
4 say,  That  Christianity  is  nothing  else  Ut  v 
4 outward  show  and  pretence  among  the  e* 

4 knowing  of  its  professors  : what  could  *e* 

4 terwards  object  to  Jesuits  ? W nat  would  It 
4 the  scandal  brought  upon  our  holy  chnd 
4 which  is  at  present  the  glory  and  bulwark  a 
4 the  reformation  ? How  would  our  peat 

* clergy  appear  in  the  eyes  of  the;r  pofleit). 
4 and  even  to  the  succession  of  their  o*» 

4 order,  under  a government  introduced  s?d 
4 established  by  a conduct  so  directly  «pp* 
4 site  to  all  the  rules  of  honour  and  precept  if 
4 Christianity  V 

44  A man  may  own  he  apprehends  that  heir 
and  recluse  men  may  be  misled  by  arttsi  oss. 
without  any  imputation  to  their  character; « 
weakness  or  guilt.  And  I here  only  tale  tie 
liberty  of  all  writers,  to  suppose  t cat 
which  is  not  likely  to  happen ; and  by 
means  to  animate  the  zeal  of  those  to  *hoa 
I address  myself,  for  that  cause  of  u*  jus- 
tice of  which  they  are  already  persuade: 
This  is  a way  of  arguing  made  use  of  by  err) 
one  who  would  bring  over  his  reader  » * 
zeal  for  what  he  advances.  What  is  vm 
frequeut  than  to  hear  from  the  pulpit  iwi 
the  scandal  that  would  be  brought  upon  Cm* 
tiamty,  should  the  professors  of  it  devnfl 
from  those  rules  which  it  prescribes?  Adi 
would  be  as  just  to  say,  that  the  preacher  doe 
by  this  method  insinuate  that  his  bearers 
not  Christians,  as  it  would  be  to  imply  koe 
that  paragraph  which  1 have  now  read,  W* 
our  English  clergy  are  against  the  Proto**®* 
Succession  : Nay,  1 think,  nothing  can  be  w 
great  an  argument  that  I believe  they  sre  fa 
it,  as  thus  laying  before  the  reader  tho*  f 
hmn  engagements  that  this  holy  order 
men  have  entered  into  for  its  prreervsno 
But  to  take  off  all  possibility  of  an  iDseudo* 
this  place,  I have,  in  the  paragraph  which  im- 
mediately follows,  disclaimed  every  such  u* 
plication  ; where  I say, 

4 As  I always  speak  and  think  ofyoarMf 
4 order  with  the  utmost  deference  and  rap®*» 

4 I do  not  insist  upon  this  subject  to  insaaw 
4 that  there  is  such  a disposition  among  J** 

* venerable  body,  but  to  shew  how  much  ywf 
4 own  honour  and  the  interest  of  relig»n  ® 

4 concerned,  that  there  should  be  no  can# 

4 given  for  it/ 

44  Ic  would  be  very  unfair  to  separate  «y 
words,  and  to  pronounce  a meaning  in 
which  I have  not  expressed,  when  that  » luck  l 
have  expressed  is  » positive  denial  of  bavta$ 
eutertained  any  such  meaning. 

•*  Sir,  1 am  afraid  that  those  that  -*tir  upr“ 
accusation  against  roe,  only  make  use  of  #* 
name  of  the  clergy  to  give  it  a more  popuh* 
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urn,  and  to  take  off  the  odium  from  them- 
elves,  by  the  use  of  such  venerable  names, 
iut  1 hope  this  accusation  will  be  thought  to 
>roceed  from  the  real  cause  of  it ; and  if  any 
ardship  should  fall  upon  me,  as  I know  there 
annot,  whilst  1 have  the  honour  and  liappi- 
ess  to  be  heard  before  this  house,  that  it  will 
ither  be  imputed  to  the  resentments  of  an  un- 
ry  minister  than  of  an  injured  clergy. 

“ Sir,  if  I can  arrogate  to  myself  any  little 
lent  from  the  writing,  which  1 bare  publisn- 
d,  it  is  chiefly  this : That  1 hare  personally 
pposed  such  authors  ns  have  endeavoured  lo 
"hade  religion,  and  tluise  holy  professors 
f it.  I bare  receired  several  approbations  in 
ublic  and  in  private,  from  men  in  holy 
rders,  for  my  concurring  with  them,  to  the 
est  of  my  poor  abilities,  in  the  advancement 
f morality,  and  in  beating  down  that  unrea- 
dable humour  which  had  prevailed  with  so 
lany  writers  to  expose  their  persons  and  pro- 
sssion  to  the  derision  of  foolish  and  wicked 
ten.  I must  beg  leave,  on  this  head,  to  pro- 
uce  some  out  of  innumerable  passages  which 
peak  with  the  utmost  deference  and  respect 
f their  holy  calling  in  general,  and  of  some 
articular  persons  in  it,  for  whom,  I believe, 
sou  of  the  gentlemen  of  this  House  have  a 
cry  great  and  just  esteem. 

“ I shall  first  cite  one  or  two  very  short  pas- 
ages  out  of  a book  called,  Tlie  Guardian, 
'Inch  has  been  mentioned  in  this  House;  and 
rhich  was  published  nut  long  since.  The  first 
f which  passages  is  in  the  13th,  14tb,  and  13th 
’ages  of  the  1st  volume,  in  ths  following 
errnt.* 

‘ l am  diverted  from  the  account  I was  giv- 
ing the  town  of  my  particular  concerns,  by 
casting  my  eye  upon  a treatise,  which  1 
could  not  overlook  without  an  inexcusable 
negligence,  and  want  of  concern  for  all  the 
civil  as  well  ns  religious  interest  of  mankind. 
This  piece  has  for  its  title,  ‘ A Discourse  of 
1 flunking,  occasioned  by  the  rise  and  growth 
‘ of  a sect  called  Free  Thinkers.'  The  author 
very  methodically  enters  upon  his  argument, 
and  says,  by  Free  Thinking  I mean  the  use  of 
the  understanding,  in  endeavouring  to  find  out 
the  meaning  of  any  proposition  whatsoever, 
in  considering  the  nature  of  I lie  evidence  for 
Or  against,  and  in  judging  of  it  according  to 
the  seeming  force  oi  weakness  of  the  evi- 
dente.  As  soon  as  he  delivered  this  defini- 
tion, from  which  one  would  expect  he  did  not 
design  to  shew  a particular  inclination  for  or 
against  any  thing,  before  he  had  considered 
tt ; be  gives  up  all  title  to  the  character  of  a 
free  Thinker,  with  the  most  apparent  preju- 
dice sgiinK  a body  of  men,  whom  of  all 
others  a good  man  would  be  most  careful  not 
to  violate,  I mean  men  in  holy  orders.  Per- 
•ons  who  have  devoted  themselves  to  the  ser- 
vice of  God  ate  venerable  to  all  who  fear 
bun ; ami  it  is  a certain  characteristic  of  a 
dissolute  ungoverned  mind,  to  rail  or  speak 

* Written  by  Mr.  Steele  himself. 
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‘ disrespectfully  of  them  in  general.  It  is  cer- 
‘ tain  that  in  so  great  a crowd  of  men,  some 
‘ will  intrude  who  are  of  tempera  very  uube- 
1 coming  their  function.  But  because  ambition 

* aud  avarice  are  sometimes  lodged  ill  that 
1 bosom,  which  ought  to  be  the  dwelling  of 
‘ sanctity  and  devotion,  mu  t this  uoreason- 
‘ able  author  vilify  the  whole  order  i He  has 
‘ not  taken  the  lea-t  care  to  disguise  his  tieulg 
‘ an  enemy  to  the  persons  agam-l  whom  he 
‘ writes,  nor  any  where  granted,  that  tlie  in- 

* solution  of  religions  men  to  serve  at  the 
‘ altar,  and  instruct  such  who  are  not  ns  wise 

* as  himself,  is  at  all  necessary  or  desirable;  but 

* proceeds  without  tlie  least  apology  to  under- 
‘ mine  tlieir  credit,  and  frustrate  their  labours. 

‘ Whatever  clergymen,  in  disputes  against 
‘ each  other,  have  unguardedly  uttered,  is  hera 

* recorded  in  such  u manner  as  to  affect  reli- 

* gion  itself,  by  wrestiug  concessions  to  its 
‘disadvantage  from  its  own  teachers.  If  this 
‘ be  true,  ns  sure  any  man  that  rends  1 1«  dis- 
‘ course  must  allow  it  is;  and  if  religion  it 
1 the  strongest  tye  of  human  society ; in  what 
1 manner  are  we  to  treat  this  our  common 

| ‘ enemy.’ 

“ I snail  cite  another  passage,  Sir,  which  is 
taken  out  of  the  343th  and  346th  pages  of  tlm-> 
Sad  volume  of  the  same  work,  and  contains  tba 
following  words  :• 

‘ But  if  to  inform  tha  understanding,  and 
‘ regulate  the  will,  is  the  most  lasting  and  dif- 
‘ fusive  benefit,  there  will  not  be  found  so  use- 
1 ful  and  excellent  an  institution  as  that  of  tilt 
‘ Christian  Priesthood,  which  is  now  become 
‘ the  scorn  of  fools. — That  a numerous  order 
‘ of  men  should  be  consecrated  to  the  study  of 

* the  most  sublime  add  beneficial  troths,  with 
‘ a design  to  propagate  them  by  their  discourses 

* and  writings,  to  inform  tlieir  lellow-creatortt 

* of  tlie  being  and  attributes  of  tba  Deity,  te 
1 possess  their  minds  with  the  sense  of  a lutufe 
‘ stale,  aud  not  only  to  explain  the  nature  of 
‘ every  virtue  and  moral  duty,  bat  likewise  to 
‘ persuade  mankind  to  tlie  practice  of  them  by 
1 the  most  powerful  and  engaging  motives,  is  a 
‘ thing  so  excellent  and  necessary  to  the  well- 
‘ being  of  the  world,  that  nobody  bnt  a mo- 
‘ dern  free-thinker  could  have  the  forehead  or 
‘ folly  to  tarn  it  into  ridicule. — The  light  iu 
‘ winch  these  points  should  be  exposed  to  the 

* view  of  one  who  is  prejudiced  against  the 
‘ names  Religion,  Church,  Priest,  and  the  like, 

‘ is,  to  consider  the  . clergy  as  so  many  philoso- 

* pliers,  the  cburclies  as  scliools,  and  their  ser- 

* mons  as  lectures  for  the  information  and  im- 
‘ movement  of  the  audience.  How  would  the 
‘ heart  of  Socrates  nr  Tully  have  rejoiced,  had 
‘ they  lived  in  a nation  where  the  law  had  made 
1 provision  for  philosophers  to  read  lectures  of 
‘ philosophy  every  seventh  day  in  several  thou* 

‘ sand  of  schools  erected  at  the  public  charge 

• “ This  most  reasonable  aud  amiable  light 
in  which  the  clergy  are  here  placed,  comes  from 
that  modest  aiul  good  man  tha  Rev.  Mr. 
Bartlett." 

4 O 
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1 throughout  the  whole  country,  at  which  lec- 
< tures  all  ranks  and  sexes  without  distinction 

* were  obliged  to  be  present  for  their  general 
« improvement  ? And  what  wicked  wretches 
« would  they  think  those  men,  who  should  en- 
i deavour  to  defeat  the  purpose  of  so  divine  an 
« institution  P 

44  It  ever  was  my  sentiment,  before  I could 
have  formed  to  myself  any  views  of  such  en- 
gagements as  those  i have  since  fallen  into,  that 
respect  to  clergymen  and  their  prosperity  are 
essential  to  the  good  of  socieiy.  Give  me 
leave,  Mr.  Speaker,  on  this  occasion,  to  read 
to  you  a passage  out  of  a little  Tract  called 

* The  Christian  Hero  the  *8th  page,  speaking 
of  the  enemies  to  the  Christian  name,  and  per- 
tons  who  envied  the  clergy,  runs  thus : 

4 But  alas  ! its  state  is  as  much  militant  as 

* ever  ; for  there  are  earthly  and  narrow  souls 
4 as  deeply  scandalled  at  the  prosperity  the  pro- 
4 fessors  and  teachers  of  this  sacred  faith  enjoy, 

* and  object  to  them  the  miseries  and  neces- 
4 sides  of  the  primitive  believers.  Light  and 

* superficial  men  ! not  seeing  that  riches  is  a 

* much  more  dangerous  dispensation  than  that 

* of  poverty.  This  we  oppose  as  a foe,  that 
1 we  run  to  as  a friend  ; and  nn  enemy  does  his 
4 business  more  successfully  in  an  embrace  than 

* a blow.  But  since  the  necessaries,  conve- 
4 niencies,  and  honours  of  life  which  the  clergy 

* enjoy,  are  so  great  an  offence  to  their  des- 

* pisers,  they  are  the  more  engaged  to  bold 
4 them  dear;  for  they  who  envy  a inan  what  he 
4 has,  would  certainly  scorn  him  without  it. 

4 When  therefore  they  are  both  in  good  and 
4 bad  fortune  irreconcileable  to  them,  may  they 

* always  offtiul  with  their  happiness:  For  it  is 
4 not  lobe  doubted,  but  that  mere  are  bishops 
9 and  governors  in  the  Church  of  England, 

4 whose  decent  hospitality,  meekness,  and 

* charity  to  their  brethren,  will  place  them  in 

* the  same  mansions  with  the  most  heroic  poor, 

4 convince  the  mistake  of  their  enemies,  and 
4 shew  that  the  eternal  pastor  has  given  his 
4 worldly  blessings  into  hands  by  which  he  ap- 
4 proves  their  distribution;  and  still  bestows 

* upon  us  great  and  exemplary  spirits,  that  can 
4 conquer  the  difficulties  and  enchantments  of 

* wealth  itself.' 

4i  I have  carried  this  inclination  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  virtue  so  far,  ns  to  pursue  it  even 
in  things  the  most  indifferent,  and  which,  per- 
haps, have  been  thought  foreign  to  it.  To  give 
you  an  instance  of  this,  Sir,  I must  mention  n 
Comedy  called  4 The  Lying  Lover,'  which  I 
writ  some  years  ago,  the  Preface  to  which 
*ays, 

* Though  it  ought  to  be  the  care  of  all  govern- 
4 ments,  that  public  representations  should 
9 have  nothing  in  them  but  what  is  agreeable  to 

* the  manners,  laws,  religion,  and  policy  of  the 
‘ place  or  nation  wherein  they  are  exhibited; 

* yet  it  is  the  general  complaint  of  the  more 

* learned  and  virtuous  amongst  us,  that  the 
9 English  stage  hits  extremely  offended  in  this 

* kind.  I thought  therefore  it  would  be  an 
1 honest  ambition  to  attempt  a comedy,  which 
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4 might  be  no  improper  eotertaiameot  is  i 
4 Christian  Commonwealth.' 

44  Mr.  Collier  had,  about  the  time  wherer 
this  was  published,  written  against  the  immore 
ty  of  the  Stage.  I was  (as  far  as  I durst  for  is 
of  witty  men,  upon  whom  tie  bad  been  too* 
vere)  a great  admirer  of  his  work,  and  loci  i 
into  my  head  to  write  a comedy  in  the  merer 
he  required.  In  this  play  I make  the  sfwi  * 
hero  kill  a man  in  his  dnnk,  and 
self  in  prison  the  next  morning,  I give  tux  Ik 
contrition  w hich  he  ought  to  have  on  tint  ver- 
sion. It  is  in  allusion  to  that  circumstance  12a 
the  Preface  further  says  a»  follows : 

4 The  anguish  he  there  expresses,  ted  tk 
4 mutual  sorrow  between  an  only  duld  tab  1 
4 tender  father  in  that  distress,  are  perUo*  a 
4 injury  to  the  rules  of  comedy,  but  1 amsrt 
4 they  are  a justice  to  those  of  moral'll;  SsA 
4 passages  of  such  a nature  being  so  frtque^ 
4 applauded  on  the  Stage,  it  is  high  time  1 tot*? 
4 should  no  longer  draw  occasions  ef  aid 
9 from  those  images  which  the  religioa  at  e 
4 country  tells  us  we  ought  to  tremble  ««i 
4 horror. — But  her  most  excellent  majesty  sa 
4 taken  the  Stage  into  her  conside  nmou ; va 
4 we  may  hope,  from  her  gracious  influtact « 
4 the  muses,  that  wit  will  recover  froa»  it*  ap* 
4 lacy  ; and  that  by  being  encouraged  in  the » 
4 terests  of  virtue,  it  will  strip  vice  of  the  p? 
4 habit  m which  it  has  too  If  mg  appeared,  m 
4 cloath  it  in  its  native  dress  of  shame,  c* 
4 tempt  and  dishonour.' 

44 1 cunuot  tell,  Sir,  what  they  would  bn 
me  do  to  prove  me  a Churchman  ; but  I thiik  1 
have  appeared  one  even  in  so  trifling  s tbttja 
a comedy : And  considering  me  as  a cc*- 
poet,  I have  been  a martyr  and  contour  * 
the  church;  fur  this  play  was  damned  taro 
piety. 

44  I shall  in  the  last  place,  Sir,  with  ymr  & 
iowauce,  quote  some  passages  out  of  anotkr 
Book,  iiititled,  ‘TheTatler;*  the  first  of  whd 
is  in  the  37th  page  of  the  first  volume,  pubi 
ed  in  17 10.  as  follows.* 

4 Will’s  Coffee-house,  April  20. 17W- 

4 This  week  beiug  sacred  10  holy  tbwts,  W 
4 no  public  diversions  allowed,  there  has  bunt? 
4 ken  notice  of,  eveu  here,  a little  treat*?.  & 

4 ed  4 44  A Project  for  the  Advancement  <>■  He 
4 ligion ; dedicated  to  the  Countess  of  Berkiey 
4 The  title  was  so  uncommon,  and  proonH 
4 so  peculiar  a way  of  thinking,  that  even  **■ 
4 here  has  read  it,  and  as  many  as  have  daw* 
4 have  approved  it.  It  is  written  wiihtfc*#p* 
4 rit  of  one  who  has  seen  the  world  euowb 
4 undervalue  it  with  good  breeding.  Tbeautk? 
4 must  certainly  be  a man  of  wisdom  as  weh  a? 
4 piety,  and  have  spent  much  time  10  the  tt** 
4 cise  of  both.  The  real  causes  of  die  decs*  $ 
4 the  interest  of  religiou,  are  set  forth  in  ack*-' 
4 and  lively  manner,  without  unseasonable  p** 
4 siona ; and  the  whole  air  of  the  bock,  « 

4 the  language,  the  sentiments  and  the  re**** 
4 ings,  show  it  was  written  by  one  whose  T" 

♦ Written  by  Mr.  Steele  himself. 
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ie  sits  easy  about  him,  and  to  whom  vice  it 

0 roughly  contemptible.  It  wns  said  by  one 
f this  company,  alluding  to  that  knowledge 
f the  world  the  author  seems  to  have  ; The 
an  writes  much  like  u gentleman,  and  goes 
> Heaven  with  a very  good  mien.' 

‘ The  gentlemao  I here  intended  was  Dr. 
ift ; this  kind  of  man  I t hought  huu  at  that 
ie:  We  have  not  met  of  late,  but  I hope  he 
•erves  this  character  still.  • 

* The  second  passage  which  I shall  cite  out 
that  work,  is  in  the  116th  and  117th  pages 
he  second  volume  published  the  same  year 
10.  • 

1 The  Dean  we  beard  the  other  day  together 
an  orator.  He  has  so  much  regard  to  his 

Higregation,  that  he  commits  to  his  memory 
bat  he  is  to  say  to  them  ; and  has  so  soft  and 
raceful  a behaviour  that  it  must  attract  your 
tteution.  His  person,  it  is  to  be  confessed, 

• no  small  recommendation  ; but  he  is  to  be 
ighly  commended  for  not  losing  that  advan- 
ce, and  adding  to  the  propriety  of  speech 
which  might  pass  the  criticism  of  Longinus) 
n action  which  would  have  been  approved 
*▼  Demosthenes.  He  has  a peculiar  force  in 
ns  way  and  has  many  of  his  audience,  who 
ould  not  be  intelligent  hearers  of  his  dis- 
burse, were  there  not  explanation  as  well 
is  grace  in  his  action.  This  art  of  his  is  used 
rith  most  exact  and  honest  skill.  He  never 
ttetnpts  your  passions  till  he  has  convinced 
four  reason.  AH  the  objections  which  he 
an  form  are  laid  open  and  dispersed,  before 
i<-  uses  the  least  vehemence  in  his  sermon  : 
)ut  when  he  thinks  he  has  your  head,  he  very 
mon  wins  your  heart;  and  never  pretends  to 
how  the  beauty  of  holiness,  till  he  hath  con- 
vinced you  of  the  truth  of  it.* 

“ The  third  passage  which  I shall  cite  from 
at  work,  is  takeo  out  of  the  163th  aud  169th 
iges  of  the  same  volume.* 

‘ This  matter  is  too  sacred  for  this  paper ; 
iut  I can't  see  what  injury  it  would  do  any 
-lercyman,  to  have  it  in  his  eye,  and  believe 
til  that  are  taken  from  him  by  his  want  of  in- 
jury are  to  be  demanded  of  him.  I dare  say 
favonius  has  very  few  of  these  losses.  Favo- 
Wus,  hi  the  midst  of  a thousand  impertinent 
•milants  of  the  divine  truths,  is'an  undisturb- 
ed defender  of  them.  He  protects  all  under 
care,  by  the  clearness  of  his  understanding 
*nd  the  example  of  his  life.  He  visits  dying 
men  with  the  air  of  a man  who  hopes  for  his 
dissolution,  and  enforces  in  others  a con- 
tempt of  this  life,  by  his  own  expectation  of  the 
next.  His  voice  and  behaviour  are  the  lively 
•wages  of  a composed  and  well  governed  zeal. 
None  can  leave  him  for  the  frivolous  jargon  of 
the  ordinary  teachers  among  dissenters,  but 
such  who  cannot  distinguish  vociferation  from 
eloquence,  and  argument  from  railing.  He  is 
so  great  ajudgeof  mankind,  and  touches  our 
passions  with  so  superior  a command,  that  he 
who  deserts  his  congregation  must  be  a stran- 

* Written  by  Mr.  Steele  himself. 
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4 ger  to  the  dictates  of  nature,  as  well  as  to 
4 those  of  grace/ 

44  In  fine,  sir,  the  last  passage  which  I shall 
cite  out  of  that  work,  is  taken  from  the  preface 
to  the  4th  volume,  published  in  1711,  w here  it  is 
said, 

4 What  a man  obtains  from  the  good  opinion 
4 and  friendship  of  worthy  men,  is  a much  great- 
4 or  honour  than  he  can  possibly  reap  from  any 
4 accomplishments  ofhis  own.  &ut  all  the  ere* 

4 dit  of  wit,  which  was  given  me  by  the  gen- 
4 tleman  above-mentioned  (with  whom  I hav® 

4 now  accounted)  has  not  been  able  to  atone  for 
4 the  exceptions  made  against  me  for  som® 

4 raillery  in  behalf  of  that  learned  advocate  for 
4 the  episcopacy  of  the  Church  and  liberty  of 
4 the  people,  Mr.  Iioadiy.  I mention  this  only 
4 to  defend  myself  against  the  imputation  of 
4 being  moved  rather  by  party  than  opinion  ; 

4 and  I think  it  is  apparent  I have  with  the  ut- 
4 most  frankness  allowed  merit  wherever  I 
4 found  it,  though  joined  in  interests  different 
4 from  those  for  which  I have  declared  my  self* 

4 When  my  Favoniusis  acknowledged  to  be  Dr. 

4 Sroalridge,  and  the  amiable  character  of  th® 

4 dean  in  the  66th  Tatler,  drawn  for  Dr.  At- 
4 terbury,  I hope  I need  say  no  more  as  to  im- 
4 partiality.' 

44  Sir,  I shall  give  you  no  more  instances  on 
this  head,  hut  shall  beg  that  common  candour 
from  gentlemen,  which  is  allowed  to  every 
body ; that  if  my  intention  should  appeae 
doubtful  or  suspicious  in  any  one  passage,  it 
may  be  explained  by  others  which  are  more 
plainly  and  fully  expressed.  Sir,  since  I have 
touched  upon  the  word  religion,  I hope  I may 
be  indulged  one  sentence  more  before  I quit 
this  head,  and  if  I speak  as  a fool,  that  yon 
wj||  bear  with  me.  I have  in  several  of  my 
writings  espoused  the  interests  of  virtue  and  re- 
ligion, and  have  reason  to  hope  I have  been  of 
some  use  to  the  public  upon  that  account. 
Why  may  not  these  now  plead  for  ine  ? I wish 
those  who  have  written  against  me,  and  have' 
contributed  their  utmost  to  bring  me  into  my 
present  misfortune,  may  in  their  day  of  adver- 
sity have  the  same  foundation  for  support  ia 
themselves,  and  claim  to  your  favour. 

“ I now  come,  Sir,  to  the  Passages  marked 
in  the  first  and  second  pages  of  the  Crisis. 

4 But  since,  by  I know  not  what  fatality,  we 
4 are  of  late  grown  supine,  and  our  anxiety  for 
4 it'  (speaking  of  liberty,]  4 is  abated,  in  pro- 
4 portion  to  the  danger  to  which  it  is  every  day 
4 more  exposed,  by  the  artful  and  open  nttacks 
4 of  the  enemies  of  our  constitution  : It  is  a sea- 
4 sonahle  and  honest  office  to  look  into  our  cir- 
4 cumstances  ; and. let  the  enemies  of  our  pre- 
4 sent  establishment  behold- the  securit  ies  which 
* the  laws  of  the;  country  have  given  those  who 
4 dare  assert  their  liberties,  and  the  terrors  they 
4 have  pronounced  against  those  who  dare  un- 
4 dermine  them.  For  whatever  is  the  prospect 
4 before  our  eyes,  it  is  the  business  of  every 
4 honest  man,  to  look  up  with  a spirit  that  be- 
4 comes  honesty,  and  to  do  what  in  him  lies  for 
4 the  improvement  of  our  present  condition. 
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* which  nothing  but  onr  own  pusillanimity  can 

* make  desperate.  The  most  destructive  cir- 

* cumstancc  in  oor  affaire  seems  to  be,  that  by 

* tile  long  and  repeated  insinuations  of  onr 

* enemies,  many  are  worn  into  a kind  of  doubt 

* of  their  own  cause,  and  think  with  patience  of 

* what  is  suggested  in  favour  of  contrary  pre- 
‘ tensions.  The  most  obvious  method  of  re- 

* viviog  the  proper  sentiments  in  the  minds  of 

* men,  for  what  they  ought  to  esteem  most 
‘ dear,  it  to  shew  that  our  cause  hat  in  it  alt 

* the  sanctions  of  honour,  troth,  and  justice; 

‘ and  that  we  are,  by  all  the  laws  of  God  and 
‘ man,  instated  in  a condition  of  enjoying  reli- 
‘ gion,  life,  liberty  and  property,  rescued  from 

* the  most  imminent  danger  of  having  them  «ll 

* for  ever  depend  upon  the  arbitrary  power  of  a 
‘ popish  prince.’ 

“ I most  here  beg  leave.  Sir,  to  read  tbe  two 
or  three  following  lines  which  are  not  marked, 
because  they  explain  this  latter  part  of  this  last 
paragraph,  and  show  to  whom  these  words  are 
applied,  where  it  is  said,  * That  we  are  by  all 
‘ the  laws  of  God  and  man,  instated  in  a con- 

* dition  of  enjoying  religion,  life,  liberty,  and 

* property,  rescued  from  the  most  imminent 
‘ danger  of  having  them  all  for  ever  depend 
4 upon  the  arbitrary  power  of  a popish  prince.' 
The  following  paragraph,  which  determines 
these  words,  runs  thus : 

‘ VVe  should  have  been  chained  down  in  this 

* abject  condition,  in  the  reign  of  the  late 
‘ king  James,  had  not  God  Almighty  in  mercy 
1 given  us  the  lute  happy  Revolution,  by  that 

* glorious  instrument  of  his  providence  the  great 
‘ and  memorable  king  William.’ 

“ And  now,  Sir,  can  any  one  say,  that  we  were  ■ 
not  instated  in  a condition  of  enjoying  religion, 
life,  liberty,  and  property,  by  the  late  happy 
Revolution  ? Or  that  we  were  not  before  in  the 
most  imminent  danger  of  having  them  all  de- 
pend upon  the  arbitrary  power  of  a popish 
prince  ! [ appeal  to  the  acts  of  parliament 
quoted  in  this  book  ; and  might  appeal,  ns  I 
am  toM,  to  r report  of  the  grievances  of  this 
kingdom,  tinder  the  reign  of  king  James  8, 
made  to  this  House  by  Paul  Foley,  esq.*  father 
to  the  genrleman  who  has  so  remarkably  dis- 
tinguished himself  against  me  this  day.  This 
report,  as  I am  told,  explains  by  a multitude  of 
instances,  drawn  up  in  the  strongest  terms,  the 
several  particulars  which  I have  here  just 
touched  upon.  If  the  House  thinks  fit  that  I 
should  in  this  place  have  the  assistance  of  the 
father  against  the  son,  I will  desire  that  that 
report  may  now  be  read  : Or,  if  that  be  not 
thought  fit,  shall  go  on  with  my  defence. 

“ And  here,  Sir,  I think  I may  save  you  a 
great  deal  of  time,  by  laying  down  a general 
rule  which  every  one  will  agree,  ought  to  lake 
place  in  the  perusal  of  any  writing.  That 

• “ In  this  Mr.  Steele  was  misinformed,  for 

tbere  did  not  upon  examination  appear  any 
such  circumstance  of  Paul  Folev.  esq.  bat  he 

was  a very  worthy  man,  though  father  to  this 
•quire  Thomas." 


which  I shall  insist  on  is  this ; thst  if  tn  tv 
thor's  words,  in  tbe  obvious  and  natural  ;asrr- 
pretntion  of  them,  have  a meaning  which  »i> 
uocent,  they  cannot  without  great  injmtn 
he  condemned  of  another  meaning  which  s 
criminal.  If  the  same  expression  oiayleif- 
plied  to  different  persons,  and  scconlint  n 
such  application  may  be  construed  in  my  fa- 
vour or  to  my  prejudice,  why  should  ayvorii 
be  applied  to  hurt  roe,  when  they  tost  out 
naturally  be  applied  in  such  a manner  as  a e; 
rapable  of  incurring  censure  l Thus,  Sir,  ski 
I mention  in  the  paragraph  I have  just  w» 
read,  * The  artlul  and  open  attacks  of  the  rue 
‘ rates  of  our  const  i'ulion,  the  enemies  of 
‘ presenthappy  establishment, the  termnafei 
‘ are  pronoum  ed  against  those  who  due  i ■ 
‘ dertnine  our  liberties  ;’  why  most  ill  thet 
and  the  like  expressions  he  applied  to  > mas- 
ter, when  tbere  are  such  numbers  of  ptysk 
emissaries,  jacobites  and  non  -jurors,  to  **« 
i bese  expressions  by  a natural  sod  eofenri 
construction  are  very  applicable?  Does  i 
the  supposition  of  such  an  inuendo,  refct 
highly  upon  a minister  who  has  given  no  k» 
lion  for  it  ? Isa  man  seditious,  who  speak  a 
plain  and  open  terms  against  the  eaeme  I 
our  sonstitution  and  country  ? or,  is  it  impw 
ble  to  make  use  of  those  words,  wiilws:  t «» 
prehending  npder  them,  persons  whom*! 
criminal  to  attack  ? By  this  way  ofargaa-t.i 
is  not  in  the  power  of  words  to  be  free  from  se 
warrantable  hints  and  inuendos.  Thos,  S3, 
in  the  next  paragraph,  where  mention  isnnk. 
of  ‘ indirect  arts  and  mean  subtleties  pracwf 
‘ to  weaken  our  securities:’  are  cot  tbm 
words  as  general  as  possible,  spplicibfa 3 
multitudes  of  open  enemies  and  disnJrets 
persons,  boih  in  foreign  dominions  sod  in  w 
majesty’s  kingdoms  ? or  will  any  onesiy  lid 
indirect  arts  and  mean  subtleties  con  he  pe 
tised  only  by  one  man  in  the  kingdom  ? "la 
there  are  two  different  interpretations  lobe  tnl 
upon  any  expression,  will  any  gentleuf 
candour  and  humanity  regard  that  otdj  “i0 
carries  guilt  in  it  ? especially  when  the  *«• 
pretation  which  must  render  such  eipw  ! 
criminal,  is  violent  and  forced,  wbete*  d» 
other  that  renders  them  innocent,  is  Ob'"3 
and  natural?  I shall,  after  this,  beg les'1' ' 
read,  in  this  light,  the  next  paragraph  nwdts 
in  the  Crisis,  p.  9. 

* I flatter  myself  that  if  the  passtfO  *«* 

‘ happened  in  those  days,  tbe  re*ihiwJ' 

‘ the  nation  thereupon,  and  the  just  ptnriuw 
‘made  from  time  to  time,  against mrfr' ! 

‘ into  the  same  disasters,  were  fairly  Sited  *■ 
‘ laid  in  one  view,  all  indirect  arts  sad  »"■ 

* subtil  lies  practised  to  weaken  oor  sew’®' 
‘would  be  frustrated,  and  vanish  before  r‘ 

I glaring  light  of  law  and  reason.'  , 

“ I cannot  conceive  why  the  other  psrsp’!- 
that  follows  page  Sd  and  3d,  should  bs«  h*® 
marked,  since  it  is  no  crime,  nor 
tends  to  sedttiou,  to  speak  in  honour  of  f-' 

I I aments,  or  to  quote  acts  of  pariismeat,  *** 
itiss 
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I shall  not  govern  myself,  on  this  occasion, 
f the  partial  relations  of  particular  persons 
‘ parties,  but  by  the  sense  of  the  whole  peo- 
e,  by  the  sense  of  the  Houses  of  Lord*  and 
amnions,  the  representative  body  of  the 
h<#le  nation  ; in  who*e  resolutions,  accord- 
g to  the  dillerent  state  of  tluugs,  the  con- 
lion  of  the  kingdom,  by  those  who  had  the 
e&test  stakes  in  it,  has  been  from  time  to 
me  plainly,  impartially  and  pathetically  ex- 
ressed/ 

• The  next  passage  is  in  the  Cri>is,  p.  57. 

And  all  this  hath  been  done  in  so  open  a 

tanner,  and  in  so  expressive  nnd  plain  terras, 
iatone  cannot  but  think  that  our  popish  or 
icobite  party,  who  have  been  of  late  so  bold, 
uth  in  writing  and  speaking  against  the  set- 
eaient  of  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  in  the 
rotestaut  line,  and  cannot  possibly  plead 
;norance  of  these  things,  must  have  some 
naccountable  encouragement  for  their  sup- 
*011.* 

44  I here  say  that  those  who  write  or  speak 
Idly  and  knowingly  contrary  to  the  tenor  of 
ts  of  parliament,  which  I hare  before  cited, 
d which  are  now  in  force,  must  have  some 
accountable  encouragement  for  their  sup- 
irt ; and  the  reason  it  very  plain,  because 
ch  a person  is  declared  liable  to  the  most 
levous  penalties  who  does  act  or  speak  after 
chamantwr;  But  whether  this  unnccountn- 
e encouragement  comes  from  the  Pretender 
mself,*  the  Frencli  court,  or  the  dukes  of 
wrain  or  Savoy,  whose  interest  it  may  be  to 
re  them  tucli  encouragement,  I do  not  pre- 
nd  to  determine  : And  1 hope  it  will  not  be 
id  that  1 do  pretend  to  account  for  such  an 
icouragement  which  I do  here  plainly  declare 

* be  unaccountable. 

M The  two  next  paragraphs  are  only  a narra- 
ve  or  relation  of  matters  of  fact,  which  I con-  \ 
rived  I might  set  down  with  that  liberty  which 
allowed  to  the  most  common  news* writer, 
lere  they  follow. 

1 if  the  beating  the  enemy  in  the  field,  anti 
being  too  vigilant  for  their  councils  in  foreign 
courts,  were  etfectua)  means  towards  ending 
the  war,  and  reducing  them  to  a condition  too 
low  for  giving  fresh  disturbance  to  Europe, 
the  duke  of  Marlborough  took  just  measures  : 
But,  however  unaccountable  it  duty  appear  to 
posterity,  that  general  was  not  pennitted  to 
enJ°y  the  fruits  of  his  glorious  labours:  But, 
**  V ranee  changed  her  generals  for  want  of 
success  in  their  conduct ; so  Britain  changes 
hers,  after  an  uninterrupted  series  of  conquest. 

1 he  minds  of  the  people,  against  all  common 
| j*Hae,  are  debauched  with  impressions  of  the 
duke’s  affectation  of  prolonging  the  war  for 
his  own  glory;  and  his  adversaries  attack  a 
t reputatii>n  which  could  not  well  be  impaired, 

( *,lhout  sullying  the  glory  of  Great  Britain 
4 His  enemies  were  not  to  be  sofreued 

^ by  that  consideration;  lie  is  dismissed,  and 
, .a^ler  a cessation  of  arms  between  Great 
Britain  and  France  is  published  at  the  head  of 
armies.  The  British,  in  the  midst  of  the 
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4 enemies  garrisons,  withdraw  themselves  from 
4 their  confederates.  The  Frencli,  now  no 
4 longer  having  the  Britcns,  or  their  great  leader 
4 tq  fear,  affect  no  more  strong  garrisons  and 

* fortified  camps,  but  attack  and  rout  the  earl 
4 of  Albemarle  at  Deuam,  and  necessitate  the 
4 brave  prince  Eugene  to  abandon  Lamhecy, 

* a place  of  such  importance  that  it  gave  en- 
trance into  the  heart  of  France.  Oi  which 
( the  French  king  was  so  sensible,  that  before 

* he  was  recovered  from  his  fright,  be  ackuow- 
4 ledged  he  owed  in  a manner  his  crown,  to  (he 
4 suspension  of  arms  between  him  uud  Great 
4 Britain.  The  suspension  is  followed  by  a 
4 treaty  of  Peace  at  Utrecht.  The  Pi&ceiscon- 
4 eluded  between  Groat  Britain  and  France,  aud 
4 between  France  and  the  States- Genet  al.  The 
4 emperor  and  the  empire  continue  the  war! 

4 1 shall  not  presume  to  enter  into  an  cxnumia- 
4 tion  of  the  articles  of  Peace  between  us  uud 

* France ; but  there  can  be  no  crime  iu  athi  tiling 
4 (if  it  be  a truth)  that  the  house  of  Uuuibon  is 
4 at  thisjuncture  become  more  formidable,  and 
4 bids  fairer  for  an  universal  monarchy,  and  to 
4 engross  the  whole  trade  of  Europe,  than  it 
4 did  before  the  war. — All  the  world  knows 
4 with  w hut  frankness  the  Dutch  have  been 
4 treated  to  deliver  up  Truer bncu  to  the  itnpe- 
4 rialists,  as  an  expedient  for  the  French  to  be- 
4 siege  it ; because  forsooth  it  lies  convenient 
4 for  their  incursions  upon  the  empire.  This 
4 extravagant  demand  must  give  a melancholy 
4 prospect  to  other  nations/ 

“ If  it  he  n crime  to  'peak  honourably  of  the 
kike  of  Marlborough,  it  is  a crime  that  I must 
always  be  guilty  of,  and  it  is  that  w hich  instead 
of  denoting  me  n stirrer  up  of  sedition,  de- 
clares me  to  he  a lover  of  my  country.  If  1 
am  rightly  informed,  that  great  man,  when  a 
circumstance  relating  to  him  was  under  your 
consideration  during  the  last  session  of  parlia- 
ment, was  mentioned  in  this  place,  not  only 
with  deference  and  respect,  but  with  the  high- 
est encomiums  by  the  most  eminent  members 
of  this  House.  And  1 hope  the  most  private 
man  may  take  rhe  liberty  of  expressing  bis  gra- 
titude to  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  since  there 
is  no  private  man  in  England  who  is  not  oblig- 
ed to  him.  Those  who  are  represented  as  his 
adversaries  and  enemies,  are  only  those  who 
will  always  be  so  ; I mean  such  who  are  friends 
to  the  Pretender  and  the  French  king,  whose 
hopes  he  hath  often  and  gloriously  defeated. 
If  any  one  question  what  I have  said  concern- 
ing the  French  king’s  letter,  upon  the  raiding  of 
the  siege  of  Landrecy,  let  him  read  that  letter, 
and  see  what  other  interpretation  can  be  put 
upon  it. 

“ The  last  Sentence  of  this  Paragraph  I think 
defends  itself,  and  is  founded  upon  this  maxim, 
which  I fancy  no  gentleman  will  deuy,  That 
it  is  not  a crime  to  sptak  the  truth.  Here  is 
what  follows  in  the  31st  and  32d  pages  of  the 
Crisis. 

4 The  most  important  article  between  France 
4 and  England,  is  the  demolition  of  Dunkirk ; 
4 which  they  have  begun  contemptuously  and 
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4 arbitarily  their  own  way.  The  mole  and 
4 harbour,  which  only  are  dreadful  to  us,  are 
4 yet  untouched;  and  just  suspicions  given  that 
4 they  ever  will  be.' 

“ Sir,  I always  postpone  my  own  private  safe- 
ty to  that  of  iny  country  ; and  therefore  hear- 
tily wish  (hat  l lay  open  to  the  censure  of  this 
House  for  what  1 have  here  advanced.  ( say, 
sir,  that  I heartily  wish,  though  1 might  have 
fared  the  worse  for  it  at  tins  time,  that  the 
event  did  not  justify  those  apprehensions, 
which  1 have  here,  and  in  other  papers  ti 
pressed,  in  relation  to  Dunkirk.  1 have  re- 
gulated my  thoughts  on  tnut  subject,  hy  the 
treaty  of  Peace  which  has  been  published  for 
the  perusal  of  her  majesty’s  subjects.  It  was 
thereby  stipulated,  that  the  mole  aud  harbour 
should  be  first  demolished  : Gut  instead  of  this, 
the  French  (for  it  is  there  I lay  the  blame)  have 
only  demolished  the  fortifications  towards  the 
laud  ; and  thus  as  1 have  said  in  another  place, 
the  queen’s  garrison  is  exposed,  by  levelling  the 
works,  to  the  mercy  of  the  French f and  the 
raole  and  harbour,  which  were  first  to  be  demo- 
lished, stand  as  they  did.  Will  any  one  say 
that  this  proceeding  of  the  French,  so  contrary 
to  what  was  stipulated  by  the  articles  of 
Peace,  is  not  begun  contemptuously  and  arbi- 
trarily their  own  way  ? The  time  stipulated  by 
the  same  treaty  for  the  demolition  of  the  mole 
and  harbour,  is  long  since  elapsed;  and  no 
longer  since  than  a wick  ago,  as  I can  prove 
by  incontestable  evidence,  they  were  actually 
repairing  that  very  molt*,  which  should  have 
been  long  before  this  a heap  of  ruins.  These  and 
many  other  reasons  which  I forbear  insistiug 
upon,  will,  I hope,  explain  whut  I have  said  in 
this  paragraph,  to  every  gentleman’s  satisfaction. 
Here  is  that  which  follows  marked  in  the  Crisis, 
p.  32. 

4 Landau  and  Fribourg  are  taken,  and  in  case 
•there  is  no  intermediate  Peace,  which  may 
4 still  be  more  immediately  fatal  to  us,  200,00() 

4 French  may  be  ready  in  the  Spring  to  invade 
4 the  empire,  and  restore  the  elector  of  Bava- 
4 ria  to  his  forfeited  dominions/ 

44  Will  any  one  say  there  was  no  danger  to  be 
apprehended  from  a Peace,  which  was  treating, 
according  to  our  public  accounts,  without  her 
majesty’s  interposition?  and  when  we  had  rea- 
son to  fear  that  her  majesty’s  ministers  had  no 
opportunity  given  them  of  prompting  any  thing 
in  it  for  the  good  of  their  countrv,  as  not 
being  let  into  the  secret  Have  not  our  pub- 
lic prints  told  us,  that  England  was  not  men- 
tioned in  the  Treaty  ? Do  they  not  speak  of 
private  articles,  reciprocal  complaisances,  and 
several  other  particulars,  which  prove  that  the 
apprehensions  I here  mention  were  not  alto- 
gether groundless  ? 

44  The  next  paragraph  is  only  matter  of  fact, 
and  an  inference  from  it,  which  cannot  be  con- 
troverted. Here  it  is, 

4 These  incidents  happen  when  the  capital 
• of  Austria,  the  residence  of  his  imperial  ma- 
jesty, is  visited  with  the  plague.  The  male 
‘ line  of  that  House  is  likely  to  terminate  in 
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‘ himself;  and  should  it  please  God  to  tat 

* him  od,  and  nuking  of  the  Romans  cinosea. 

4 a prince  of  the  House  of  Bourbou  would  u 
‘ fair  for  the  imperial  dignity  ; after  «L.*i 

* day,  farewel  liheity,  Europe  would  be  Fre&ck 

“ Here  is  the  paragraph  that  follows: 

4 But  the  scene  is  not  yet  closed ; PortipL 
4 which  during  the  war,  supplied  to  uslhepUr 
1 of  Spain,  by  sending  us  vast  quantities  of  guM 

* in  exchange  for  our  woollen  manulactuiev.-* 

‘ only  at  present  a suspension  of  arm*  id  &i 
4 protection,  which  suspension  may  possibly  Ifct 

* no  longer  than  till  the  Catalonians  arc  n- 

* duced;  and  who  knows  but  the  old  ptfir> 

4 sions  of  Spain  to  Portugal  may  be  dies  st 

* vived?  I mention  the  C al aloi nans,  but  ks 
‘ cun  name  the  Catalonians  without  a tor! 
‘ Brave  unhappy  people ! drawn  into  the •» 

4 hy  the  encouragement  of  the  nrar.n:t 
‘ powers,  from  which  only  a nation  eocofr- 
4 passed  hy  land  by  France  and  Spain  cmi 
4 hope  for  relief  and  protection,  now  abaadooei 
4 and  exposed  to  (he  resentment  of  an  ecrv 1 
4 pi  nice,  whose  person  and  interest  they  hive 
4 always  opposed;  and  yet  still  so  food  of  tb* 

4 ancient  liberties,  that  though  hemmed  opiss 
‘ nook  of  laud  by  the  forces  of  the  two  crv«*. 

* and  closely  besieged  in  Barcelona,  they  cb* 

‘ rather,  like  their  countrymen  the  famous  v 
‘ guutincs  of  old,  to  perish  with  their  wives  *• 
4 children,  than  live  in  slavery.  Did  the  Frcart 

* king  with  a conquering  sword  in  his 

* ever  abandon  the  least  and  most  u>C£- 
4 sid«  rable  of  all  his  allies  ? No.  When  tin* 

‘ very  Catalonians  had  assisted  him  agaio«& 

* king  of  Spaiu,  he  did  not  give  up  his  po*er« 

4 treating,  till  he  had  made  the  most  boocP- 
4 able  conditions  for  them  : Not  a single  oar 
‘ amongst  them  was  then  hurt,  either  in  & 

eraon  or  privileges  ; but  now — poor  a* 
uppy  Catalonians,  worthy  of  a better  nit. 

4 Good  and  gracious  God  ! To  whomsks^ 

4 attributed  the  loss  of  this  brave  peopk1 

* Dreadful  the  doom  of  those  w ho  shall  ia  iky 

* sight  be  esteemed  their  destroyers!’ 

“ I am  at  a loss  with  myself  w he  the*  the 
tlcman  marked  out  this  paragraph  for&Mff 
pity  on  the  poor  Catalonians,  or  for  ha**! 
spoken  honourably  of  the  French  king.  Cs* 
roon  humanity  will,  I hope,  l»«  oyactfkr 
the  first,  and  I shall  trust  to  that  genU*©^* 
know  n good  nature  to  pardon  me  for  the  htw- 
44  But  here  the  gentleman  finds  another  ea- 
endo,and  has  marked  out  a seditious  blank:  tfcit 
is  in  reality,  he  is  very  angry  with  me,  not  sy 
thing  I have  said,  but  for  something  I b* 
not  said  : or  i at  her,  because  I have  ootwnew 
what  he  would  have  had  me  write. 
if  he  finds  both  my  silence  and  mj 
criminal,  I must  confess  1 do  not  Loo*  be*  B 
plcn>e  him. 

“ Sir,  I am  afraid  I have  tired  out  the  pat#** 
of  this  honourable  house,  in  explaining  te* 
particulars,  especially  since  1 think  ibey  & 
sullicientiy  explain  themselves  to  any  impart* 
and  unprejudiced  reader.  As  for  the  rea**^ 
part  of  the  Crisis  which  has  been  marked,  * 
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ive  examined  it  very  carefully,  and  am  very 
uch  perplexed  to  find  out  the  passages  iti  it 
nch  can  have  given  any  manner  of  offence. 
ie  greatest  part  of  it  consist*  of  faithful  quo- 
tions  out  ol  history,  that  may  give  us  an  ab- 
sence of  popery,  and  of  a popish  successor, 
th  several  additional  arguments  drawn  from  , 
e nature  of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion, 
lich  are  the  same  which  have  ever  been  made 
eof  against  it  since  the  reformation.  Tlieie 
e also  several  considerations  from  r he  present 
istion  of  affairs  iu  Europe,  that  may  con- 
fute to  strengthen  our  resolutions  in  the 
•fence  of  the  proiestant  succession  ns  es»u- 
idied  by  our  laws.  I have  declared  again 
»d  again  in  this  part  of  the  book  as  well  as 
several  of  the  foregoing  parts  of  it,  that  I 
ou id  inculcate  nothing  but  a due  observance 
the  laws  of  the  land,  and  a vigorous  exer- 
>n  of  ourselves  in  the  defence  and  prescr- 
ition  of  them.  Whatever  warmth  or  spirit  I 
ive  endeavoured  to  inspire  my  readers  with, 
have  declared  over  and  over,  tliat  it  is  for  the  | 
aintenance  of  those  pmnt9  which  are  esta-  I 
Irshed  by  acts  of  parliament  and  the  laws  of  1 
leir  country.  I must  confess,  sir,  that  I am  ! 
ery  much  at  a loss  to  imagine  why  my  ac-  j 
i*rhas  laid  his  finger  upon  these  passages  i 
bich  are  so  manifestly  written  in  fuvour  of 
ur  constitution,  and  in  opposition  to  popery 
nd  the  Pretender.  He  must  have  entertained 
very  mean  opinion  of  a British  House  of 
otrnnons  if  he  could  think  that  such  passages 
ould  bring  their  displeasure  upon  me  : and 
ain  verily  persuaded  that  if  gentlemen  will  be 
teased  to  hear  them  with  attention, they  will 
e more  apt  to  conceive  an  indignation  against 
mt  person  who  lias  charged  them  as  criminal, 
:ian  against  him  who  writ  them.  I shall  only 
eg  leave  to  take  notice  of  one  particular  pas- 
tern them,  because  it  is  a full  answer  to  an 
isinuation  made  against  me  by  one  who  spoke 
i a former  debate  relating  to  this  subject, 
hat  honourable  member  was  pleased  to  say 
hat  I would  insinuate  the  gentlemen  of  Eng- 
lnd  were  against  the  Protestant  Succession  in 
he  House  ol  Hanover.  Were  this  my  thought, 
if,  1 would  give  up  tliat  cause  as  desperate, 
say,  Sir,  if  the  gentlemen  of  England  were 
gainst  it,  all  that  he  or  any  body  ehe  cuuid  do 
Dr  it,  would  be  ineffectual.  But,  Sir,  to  show 
'<iu  that  I could  nut  he  so  weak  and  unjust  us 
o make  this  wicked  suggestion,  I beg  leave 
inly  to  read  these  following  words — ‘ As  divi- 
ded a people  as  we  are,  those  who  are  foi  the 
House  of  Hanover  are  infinitely  superior 
in  number,  wealth,  courage,  and  all  arts  mili- 
tary and  civil,  to  those  in  the  Contrary  interest. 
Will  tliat  honourable  person  say,  that  the 
lentlemenof  England  do  not  fall  within  thi> 
inscription  ? Sir,  my  greatest  hope  this  day  is 
m the  gentlemen  of  England,  who  are  above 
being  prejudiced  by  any  false  reports  which  are 
tnade  of  me,  or  by  any  sordid  motives  that 
Wight  have  an  influence  upon  men  of  base  and 
wreenary  minds.  But,  Sir,  I was  going  to 
read  to  you  tbe  remaining  part  of  the  Crisis, 


ns  I find  it  marked  upon  your  table  ; but  after 
having  spoke  thus  much  of  it,  1 shall  leave  it  to 
its  own  justification.* 

* But  to  bring  these  several  facts  and  cif- 

* cuinstances  home,  we  must  observe  that  the 

* person  who  set-ms  to  be  tbe  most  favoured  by 

* the  French  king  in  the  I ite  treaties,  is  the  duke 

* of  Savoy,  who  is  made  king  of  Sicily;  and 

* considering  also  the  enlargement  of  his  terrjtQ- 

* lies  on  tut*  continent,  by  cession  from  the 
4 emperor,  is  become  the  most  powerful  prince 
4 in  Italy.  Tins  prince  put  in  his  claim  to  the 

* crown  of  England,  in  the  right  of  his  wife,  a 

* daughter  of  the  lnte  dutches*  of  Orleans, 

1 si?  ter  toour  late  king  Charles  the  second,  at 
4 the  time  of  settling  the  crown  of  England 
4 on  the  House  of  Hanover.  This  prince,  a 
‘ man  of  as  great  address  and  capacity  as  any 

* now  living,  is  supposed  to  have  entered  into  a 

* secret  and  strict  alliance  with  the  House  of 
1 Bourbon,  and  may  therefore  veij  well  add  to 

* our  fears  of  a popish  successor.  Things 
( standing  thus,  and  the  House  of  Bourbon 
4 being  in  the  actual  possession  of  France  and 
4 Spam,  bidding  fair  for  the  conquest  of  Ger- 
4 many,  or  in  peace  and  good  understanding 
4 with  it ; what  have  Great  Britain  and  Holland 

* to  hope  from,  but  the  mercy  of  France? 

4 What  else  have  we  to  prevent  i he  Pretender’s 

* being  imposed  on  us,  when  France  shall  think 
4 fit ; nay,  in  failure  of  one  Pretender,  he  has 

* in  his  quiver  a succession  of  them ; the 
4 dutches*  of  Savoy,  or  her  sons,  or  the  Dauphin 
4 her  grandson.  The  last  named  cannot  be 
4 many  years  from  tbe  throne  of  France. — In 
4 the  next  place  how  are  we  disposed  at  home 
4 for  the  reception  of  such  an  attempt  ? The 
4 passions  of  many,  which  were  raised  so  high 
4 by  an  impudent  suggestion  of  the  church’s 
4 danger,  seem  to  have  subsided  into  a lethar- 
4 gic  unconcern  for  every  thing  else ; harmless 
4 men  are  ashamed  to  own, how  grossly  they  have 
4 been  imposed  upon  ; and  instead  of  resenting 
4 th  abuse,  an*  willing  to  overlook  it,  with  a 
4 certain  reluctance  against  being  moved  at 
4 any  tiling  else ; least  tin  y should  fall  into 
4 the  mortification  of  being  misled  a second 
1 time.  Many  who  are  above  being  blinded  by 
4 popular  noise  and  outcry,  ye  t seem  to  think 
4 the  warmth  and  zeal  of  a public  spirit  to  be 
4 little  better  than  a romantic  heat  of  bnun. 

4 Treasonable  hooks  lately  dispersed  amongst 
‘ us,  tliat  have  apparently  struck  at  the  Proles- 
4 tant  Succession  in  the  House  of  Hanover, 

4 have  passed  almost  without  observation  from 
4 the  generality  of  the  people ; subtile  queries 
4 have  been  published  about  the  birth  of  a 
4 certain  person  ; which  certain  person 
4 every  body  knows  to  be  intended  for  the 
4 Pretender  ; the  Author  of  the  Conduct  of 
4 the  Allies  has  dared  to  drop  insinuation* 
4 about  altering  the  Succession  ; and  a late 
4 treasonable  book,  on  the  subject  of  Heredi- 

• 44  This  is  inserted  because  marked  as  crimi- 
nal, but  not  defended,  read,  or  farther  spoke* 
to  by  the  accused  member,” 
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* ' tary  Right,  has  published  the  will  of  kiug  * dices.  Above  100,000  men,  worn®  u 

' Heury  the  eighth,  which  seems  to  be  in-  'children  were  murdered  in  the  massacre  - 

'tended  a s a pattern  for  the  like  occasion.  'Ireland,  iiow  hot  and  terrible  were  tbe  h* 
4 The  conversion  of  the  Pretender  to  our  reli-  4 persecutions  of  Protestants  in  Franc*  u 

4 gion,  has  been  occasionally  reported,  and  con-  4 Savoy  ? How  frequent  were  the  masstcra  i 

4 tradicted,  according  to  the  reception  it  met  4 the  Protestants  through  tlic  whole  kjagdoea 
4 wtth  among  the  soft  fools,  who  give  that  gross  4 France  when  they  were  under  the  protnua 

* story  a hearing:  The  unhappy  prince,  whose  4 of  the  then  laws  of  that  country?  Iio«  tw- 
« .son  the  JPretender  calls  himself,  is  a memora-  ' barous,  in  a particular  manuer,  was  the  a* 
4 ble  instance,  how  much  such  conversions  are  4 sacre  of  Paris,  at  the  marriage  of  tbekiag  i 

* to  be  depended  upon.  King  James,  when  duke  'Navarre,  the  French  king’*  grandfather,  i 
4 of  York,  for  a long  time  professed  himself  a 4 Protestant,  with  the  sister  of  Charles  the 

4 Protestant ; and  even  not  loug  before  his  ac-  4 where  the  fatuous  admiral  of  Fraace,  tkegpx 

* cession  to  the  crown,  several  persons  had  ac-  * Coligny,  the  glorious  asst-rter  of  tlieProtnur: 
4 tioiis  brought  against  them  for  saying  he  was  4 interest,  was  inhumanly  murdered,  tod  i* 
4 a papist,  and  exorbitant  damages  given  and  ' body  of  tiiat  hero  dragged  naked  abocivi 

* recovered  ; in  a word,  from  the  practice  of  ail  4 streets,  and  this  by  the  direction  of  tbebf 
4 papists,  that  have  come  to  protestant  thrones,  4 himself,  who  had  but  just  before  most  uet- 
4 upon  pretence  of  embracing  the  reformed  re-  1 cherously  given  him,  from  his  own  mxti 
4 ligion,  we  have  reason  to  believe  they  have  ‘ assurance  of  his  protection?  Tea  thoua^ 
'dispensations  from  Rome  to  personate  auy  ' Protestants  without  distinction  of  quality,  v 
4 thing,  for  the  service  of  that  church.  A popish  * or  sex,  were  put  to  the  sword  at  cite  urn 
4 prince  will  never  think  himself  obliged  by  the  4 time;  the  kiug  of  Navarre  himself  nxrr;*h 
4 most  solemn,  even  the  coronation  oath,  to  his  ' escaped  the  disaster,  his  mother  thequee;  it 
4 Protestant  subjects.  All  oaths  are  as  insig-  € Navarre  having  not  long  before  been  powc* 
4 nificam  ami  as  soon  forgotten,  as  the  services  4 ed  by  the  same  faction.  These  art  some;* 

* dune  by  such  Protestant  subjects. — King  ‘ stances  of  w hat  must  ever  be  expected.  X* 
'James,  when  duke  of  York,  was  preserved  * oldigations  on  our  side,  no  humanity  or  mu- 
1 from  the  bill  of  e xclusion,  by  the  church  of  4 ml  probity  on  theirs,  are  of  any  atfft 
' Eugland,  and  particularly  its  bishops;  when  4 their  very  religion  forces  them,  upcasts* 
4 he  came  to  the  crown,  the  church  was  soon  * damnation,  to  forget  and  cancel  the  fores, 
4 in-mlted  and  outraged  by  him,  and  her  prelates  4 and  to  extinguish  all  remains  of  the 

' committed  to  the  Tower,  lias  not  a neigh-  4 Good  God ! To  what  are  they  reserved,  va 
4 b< ’tiring  prince  cruelly  treated  and  banished  4 have  nothing  to  expect  but  what  such  tn»r 

* bit  Protestant  subjects  who  preserved  the  4 gion  can  aflord  them?  It  cannot  tkertkut^ 
‘ crown  on  his  head  ? Did  not  the  princess  4 too  often  repeated.  We  should  consul 
4 Ma  y premise  the  men  of  Suffolk,  who  joined  4 over  and  over  again,  that  should  iheclasa 

* with  her  against  the  lady  Jane  Grey,  that  she  t 4 the  Protestant  Succession  be  once  broke  a 
1 would  make-  u » nil'  ration  in  tne  relig’on  esta-  4 upon,  though  the  Pretender  should  he  hi 
4 hinged  by  her  brother  king  Edward  the  6th?  4 aside,  the  next  of  the  blood  royal  m t* 
' And  yet  as  »o<»n  as  she  came  to  the  cro«n,  4 duchess  of  Savoy,  after  her,  her  two  soai- 
4 bv  the  asMSt  ince  even  of  Suffolk  men,  she  4 after  them,  the  present  dauphin  of  Fisact; 
' filled  ail  England,  and  in  a p »rticu!ar  manner  4 ti  e next  in  suctesMon  to  him,  the  qo«a  ■ 
4 that  countv,  with  toe  dame»  oi  ma<t\rs.  The  4 Spain,  and  her  heirs;  in  default  of  the®,  ti* 
4 cruelties*  of  that  reign  were  such,  that  multi  4 duke  of  Oilcans,  and  his  heirs,  and  rootf  ei 
4 tudis  of  men,  women  and  rfiiidren  were  burnt  * the  otner  primes  of  the  blood  of  France.  >* 
4 for  being  zealous  protestor*  of  the  gospel  of  4 papists,  who  may  be  enabled  to  demand 

4 the  Lord  Je*us.  In  short,  nothing  less  than  4 ference  to  tl»e  bouse  of  Hanover;  so  thaHe 
4 this  can  he  expected  from  a popish  prince  ; 4 sides  the  probability  of  tins  kingdom’s  fcei-'j 
4 both  clergy  and  laity  must  share  the  same  4 united  to.  and  made  a province  of  France,  ti* 

4 fate,  all  universally  must  submit  to  ihe  fiery  4 traiu  of  popinh  princes  is  so  great,  that*** 
1 trial,  or  renounce  their  religion.  Our  bishops  4 should  not  complete  the  utter  extirpate  ■ 

4 and  clergy  must  nil  lose  their  spiritual  prefer-  4 our  religion,  laws  nod  liberties,  the  rest  wodl 
' m nli,  or  submit  to  antichristtan  tyranny ; 4 certainly  do  it. — And  here  I cannot  boiaJd 
4 And  should  they  submit  to  every  thing  they  4 whntis  still  of  w«»re  importance,  and  o#|hl a 
4 must  notwithstanding  part  from  their  wives  4 be  the  most  prevalent  of  all  arguments,  th* 

* and  children,  which,  according  to  the  church  4 should  there  be  the  least  hopes  given  w* 

4 of  Rome,  are  harlots  and  spurious.  The  4 Popish  successor,  the  life  of  her  majesty 

4 laity,  possessed  of  lands  chat  formerly  belong-  4 certainly  be  iu  most  imminent  danger:  K 
4 ed  to  tins  Roman  Catholic  clergy,  must  resign  4 there  will  never  be  wanting  bloody  zealots  c» 

4 their  estates,  and  perhaps  be  made  account-  4 that  persuasion,  that  will  thiok  it  mentoooa 
4 able  for  the  profits  received. — What  can  be  4 to  take  away  her  majesty’s  life,  to  hasten  the 
' more  moving,  than  to  reflect  upon  the  bar-  4 accession  of  such  a successor  to  her  throoe.- 
4 barous  cruelties  of  papists  beyond  all  exam-  4 The  only  preservation  against  these  terrors, 

' pie : And  these  not  accidental,  or  the  sadden  ' are  the  laws  before  mentioned  relating  w the 
4 effects  of  passion  or  provocation,  but  the  set-  4 settlement  of  the  imperial  crown  of  Gw*» 
f tied  result  of  their  religion  and  their  consci-  4 Britain.  Thanks  be  to  heaven  for  that 
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men t.  The  princess  Sophia,  and  the  heirs  of 
her  body,*being  Protestants,  are  the  successors 
to  her  present  majesty,  upon  her  demise  with- 
out issue.  The  way  is  plain  before  our  eyes, 
guarded  on  the  right  hand,  and  on  the  left,  by 
ail  the  sanctions  of  God  and  man,  and  by  all  the 
ties  of  law  and  conscience.  Let  those  who  act 
uuder  the  present  settlement,  and  yet  pretend 
to  dispute  for  an  absolute  hereditary  right, 
quiet  themselves  with  the  arguments  they  have 
borrowed  from  popery,  and  teach  their  ow  n 
consciences  the  art  of  dispensing  with  the 
most  solemn  outh  to  this  establishment  whilst 
they  think  themselves  bound  only  till  oppor- 
tunity shall  serve  to  introduce  another.  God 
be  thanked,  neither  we  nor  our  cause,  stand 
in  need  of  such  detestable  prevarication.  Our 
cause  is  our  happiness.  Our  oaths  are  our 
judgment  and  inclination.  Honour  and  affec- 
tion call  us,  without  the  solemnity  of  an  oath,  to 
defend  such  an  establishment ; but  with  it  we 
have  every  motive  that  can  influence  the  mind 
of  man.  The  terrors  of  God,  added  to  the 
demands  of  our  country,  oblige  and  constrain 
us  to  let  our  hearts  and  our  hands  follow  our 
wishes  and  our  consciences ; and  out  of  re- 
gard to  our  queen,  our  religion,  our  coun- 
try, our  liberty  and  our  property,  to  main- 
tain aud  assert  the  Protestant  Succession  in  ' 
the  illustrious  House  of  Hanover.  It  is  no 
time  to  talk  with  hints  and  inuendos,  but 
openly  and  honestly  to  profess  our  sentiments 
before  our  enemies  have  compleated  and  put 
their  designs  in  execution  against  us.  As  di- 
vided a people  as  we  are,  tiiose  who  are  for 
the  House  of  Hanover,  arc  infinitely  superior 
in  number,  wealth,  courage,  and  all  arts 
military  and  civil,  to  those  in  the  contrary 
interest ; besides  which,  we  have  the  laws,  I 
say  the  laws  on  our  side.  And  those  who  by 
their  practices,  whatever  their  professions  are, 
have  discovered  themselves  enemies  to  the 
constitution,  and  friends  to  the  Pretender, 
cannot  make  a step  farther  without  being 
guilty  of  Treason,  without  standing  in  broad 
day-light,  confessed  criminals  against  their 
injured  queen  and  country. — When  the  peo- 
ple were  in  a ferment,  when  faction  ran  high, 
with  irresistible  prepossessions  against  every 
thing  in  its  former  channel,  sanguine  nieu 
might  conceive  hopes  of  leading  them  their 
own  way.  Cut  the  building  erected  upon  that 
quicksand,  the  favour  of  the  multitude,  will 
sink,  aud  be  swallowed  up  by  that  treacherous 
ground  on  which  the  foundation  was  laid. — It 
is  easy  to  project  the  subversion  of  a people 
when  men  see  them  unaccountably  turned  for 
their  owu  destruction;  but  uot  so  easy  to 
effect  that  ruin,  when  they  are  come  to 
themselves,  and  are  sensibly  and  reasonably 
attected  with  thoughts  lor  their  preservation. 
We  cannot  help  it,  if  so  many  thousands  of 
our  brave  brethren,  who  laid  down  their 
lives  against  the  power  of  France,  have  died 
' in  vain , but  w e may  value  our  own  lives  dearly 
like  honest  tutu.  Whatever  may  befall  the 
gioiy  and  wealih  of  Great  Britain,  let  us  strug- 
VuL  VI. 


* gle  to  the  last  drop  of  our  blood  for  its  religion 
4 and  liberty.  The  banner  under  which  we 
4 are  to  enter  this  conflict,  whenever  we  are 
1 called  to  it,  are  the  laws  mentioned  in  this 
4 discourse;  when  we  do  not  keep  them  in 

* sight,  we  have  no  colours  to  fly  to,  no  disci- 
4 plineto  preserve  us,  but  are  devoted,  and  have 
4 given  ourselves  up  to  slaughter  and  confusion. 
4 — While  we  act  manfully  under  them,  we 

* have  given  reason  to  expect  the  blessing  and 
4 assistance  of  heaven  ou  its  own  cause, ' which  ic 
4 has  so  manifestly  acknowledged  to  l»e  such 
4 by  our  many  wonderful  deliverances,  when 
4 all  human  assistances  and  ordinary  means  of 
4 succour  seemed  irrevocably  removed.  We 

1 4 have  no  pretensions  to  the  divine  favour, 

1 4 but  from  our  firm  adherence  to  that  settle- 
4 ment,  which  he  has,  by  so  many  wonders 
4 and  blessings,  after  such  great  difficulties  and 
4 misfortunes,  bestowed  upon  us,  and  which 
4 we  have  in  his  sight,  and  with  the  invocation 
4 of  his  sacred  name,  after  preparing  ourselves 
4 at  his  altar,  so  frequently  and  solemnly  sworn 
4 to  defend.  This  plain,  unperplexed,  unaltet- 
4 able  rule  for  our  conduct,  is  visibly  the  work 
4 of  his  hand  to  a favoured  people.  Her  majes- 
4 ty’s  parliamentary  title,  and  the  Succession 
4 in  the  illustrious  House  of  Hanover,  is  the 
4 Ark  of  God  to  Great  Britain,  and,  like  that 
4 of  old,  carries  death  to  the  profane  hand  that 
4 shall  dare  to  touch  it. 

44 1 come  now  to  the  Close  ofThc  Englishman, 
where  1 find  the  following  paragraph  marked. 

4 But  if  God  spares  the  good  queen’s  life 
4 from  such  secret  attempts  as  wc  have  too 
4 much  reason  to  fear,  1 doubt  not  but  to  see 
4 her  judge  rightly  of  such  pretences.  Though 
4 flattery  carries  witchcraft,  jet  w hen  she  shall 

* see  that  these  men,  instead  of  supporting  her 
4 government  with  their  interest,  cannot  carry 
4 their  elections  but  by  representing  all  others 
4 as  under  her  displeasure ; when  she  shall  see 
4 that  they  overbear  the  rights  of  corporations 
4 by  the  impertinent  interposition  of  her  power 
4 and  name  ; when  she  shall  see  that  those 
4 large  bodies  of  men  which  the  Examiner  and 
4 others  expose  and  exasperate,  as  men  whom 
1 the  queen  hates,  are  so  loth  to  be  alienated 

* from  their  hope  in  her,  that  their  being  actu- 

* ally  cast  from  all  preferments:  and  places, 
4 hath  not  made  them  guilty  of  one  seditious, 

4 or  even  undutiful  action.  When  she  shall 
4 see  that  those  noisy  men  who  embarrass  the 
4 nation  in  ever?  question,  with  calling  out  the 
4 Church,  are  out  like  the  weather-cocks  and 
4 clappers  of  the  steeple  ; and  that  the  sober, 
4 and  laborious,  and  peaceable  church-men,  are 
4 its  real  support  and  pillars.  When  a little 
4 more  time  shall  bring  out  thing*  th#  begin  io 
4 appear  pretty  plain  already  ; then  the  queen 
4 will  shew  selfish  men  that  would  engross  her 
4 favour,  that  she  will  be  the  mbther  of  nil  her 
4 people  ; and  as  m spiie  of  these  men’s  stu- 
4 died  provocations,  she  hath  their  hearts  and 
4 affections,  so  she  will  rule  with  equal  justice 
‘ towards  all.  If  the  nation  will  be  so  wise 
4 as  to  lay  aside  parties  and  party  quarrels,  she 

4 P 
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4 will  Lave  no  need  to  keep  them  up,  but  cra- 

* ploy  all  men  according  as  the  law  makes 
1 them  qualified,  and  their  virtues  and  parts 
4 make  then*  fit.  But  if  several  interests,  and 
4 opinions,  and  humours  shall  still  continue 

* our  parties  (as  the  Examiner’s  violence  and 

* partiality  hath  done  more  to  sharpen  them, 

* than  to  take  off  the  edge)  then  she  will  let 

* all  see,  that  her  crown  is  not  to  be  sunk  down 
4 to  be  a partizan  of  either  side,  so  as  to  take 
4 these  to  be  her  friends  and  the  other  enemies; 
k but  that  she  is  over  both,  and  will  use  cither 
4 in  their  turns,  according  as  they  are  fittest  for 

* the  service  she  hath  fur  them  at  that  time. 

* And  ibr  (hose  who  shall  dare  to  insult  and  ex- 
4 asperate  ,the  other  as  enemies,  they  are  sveo- 
4 phants  iustead  of  friends;  and  rob  her  of  her 
4 best  treasure,  which  is  the  love  of  her  people.' 

44  1 have  heard  some  exceptions  taken  to  the 
two  or  three  lines  of  this  paragraph  where  I 
say,  4 If  God  spares  the  good  queen's  life  from 

* such  secret  attempts  as  we  have  too  much 

* reason  to  fear  :*  hut  as  to  this  passage,  I think 
is  is  sufficiently  explained  by  a paragraph  which 
I shall  beg  leave  to  read  in  the  35th  page  of 
The  Crisis. 

* And  here  I cannot  but  add  what  is  still  of 

* more  importance,  and  ought  to  be  the  most 
1 prevalent  of  all  arguments,  that  should  there 
4 be  the  least  hopes  given  to  a Popish  Suc- 
4 cessor*  the  life  of  her  majesty  will  certainly 
' be  in  most  imminent  danger:  for  there  will 
4 never  be  wanting  bloody  zealots  of  that  per- 
suasion, that  will  think  it  meritorious  to  take 
4 away  her  life,  t©  hasten  the  accession  of  such 

* a successor  to  her  throne.' 

“ The  remaining  part  of  this  paragraph,  is 
nothing  eUe  but  the  picture  of  an  excellent 
princess,  who  notwithstanding  the  suggestions 
of  unreasonable  men,  will  still  maintain  in  her 
the  character  of  the  best  of  sovereigns,  by 
shewing  herself  the  mother  of  all  her  people. 
If  any  inueudo  can  possibly  be  found  m tins 
paragraph,  it  can  only  affect  those  who  would 
incline  her  royal  heart  to  make  an  unjust  dis- 
tinction among  her  subjects. 

44  The  next  paragraph  is  in  the  6th  page  of 
the  quarto  edition  of  The  Englishman,  in  these 
w ords : 

4 I insist  the  more  upon  these  Revolution 
4 principles,  (as  they  are  scornfully  called  novv- 
4 a-days)  not  only  because  there  ne\er  was 
4 more  need  of  them  than  at  this  time,  but  be- 
4 cause  the  best  and  greatest  part  of  the  clergy 
4 (especially  those  placed  in  eminent  stations) 

4 have  in  all  ages,  so  far  as  relates  to  our  nation, 

4 and  as  far  as  my  small  reading  informs  me, 

4 been  ready  and  hearty  assertors  of  the  privi- 
4 leges  anti  properties  of  the  people ; and  why 

* the  whole  body  should  not  be  now,  is  past  my 
4 comprehension.' 

44 1 suppose  my  accuser  would  again  insinuate 
by  this  paragraph,  for  reasons  best  known  to 
himself,  that  I speak  disrespectfully  of  the 
clergy : but  how  he  will  be  able  to  make  this 
out,  from  an  eulogium  which  is  given  to  their 
past  conduct,  and  a presutnption  that  their 
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future  will  be  conformable  to  it,  is  past  nr 
comprehension.  I suppose  be  will  not  deny, 
notwithstanding  his  new  and  inexpressible  ten- 
derness for  the  clergy  of  the  Church  of  England, 
that  there  arc  among  them,  some  nonjuror* 
and  asserlers  of  hereditary  right,  in  opposition 
to  the  laws  of  their  country. 

44  The  .following  paragraph  in  the  10th  page, 
concerning  Dunkirk,  has  already  received  as 
answer,  llere  it  is. 

4 Toby  is  mistaken : at  this  day  it  is  in  a 
4 more  dangerous  condition  as  to  England,  than 
4 it  was  when  I writ  about  the  importance  of 
4 it.  For  I insisted  upon  the  demolition  cf 
4 the  mole  and  harbour ; and  instead  of  that, 

4 they  have,  as  exactly  as  if  Mr.  Tugght's  iws 
4 tnorinl  had  been  the  direction  in  this  ca*f, 
4 demolished  (he  works,  and  left  the  harbour 
4 its  sluices,  and  all  its  accesses  that  cancer  i 
4 us,  our  safety  and  our  trade,  in  good  coo- 
4 dition.  That  is,  they  have  destroyed  the 
4 works  in  possession  of  the  British  garrisor, 
4 to  make  that  garrison  useless,  and  put  cat 
4 the  demolition  of  the  harbour  until  time  stall 
4 serve.' 

44  The  three  next  paragraphs  are  taken  out  of 
page  17  ; and  are  only  matters  of  fact,  wtaefe 
may  be  proved  out  of  several  books  nod  ad- 
dresses, as  well  as  from  common  discourse,  tc- 
which  I daresay  esery  gentleman  in  tins  !i«tue 
lias  been  a witness.  I shall  therein >re  appeal 
from  any  little  sophistical  cavils  which  may  be 
made  against  them,  to  the  honour  ami  veraciy 
of  those  gentlemen  befoie  whom  I have  bow 
the  happiness  to  vindicate  myself.  I will  coir 
rend  them,  and  appeal  to  every  gentleman* 
own  conscience  for  the  truth  of  them. 

4 This  is  not  ad  ; for  before  this  run  opoa 
4 the  bank,  a man  was  thought  to  argue  v*"y 
4 well  that  would  say,  that  for  the  better  con* 
4 sumption  and  exportation  of  British  max  • 
4 fac  lures,  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  give 
4 both  Spains  to  the  friendly  House  of  Beor- 
4 bon  : but  lest  n great  monarch  should  fcc 
4 tempted  by  ambition,  to  use  that  trust  for  ha 
4 own,  rather  than  our  interest,  it  would  be  cx- 
4 pedient  to  keep  a check  upon  him  by  di*> 
4 missing  all  ou'  allies.  For  our  further  seco- 
4 rity  within  ourselves  and  to  prevent  all 
4 sions  on  liberty  and  property,  one  unght  very 
4 lately  have  said,  the  dignity  and  author*:*  of 
4 parliaments  could  not  be  better  strengiberad, 
4 than  by  placing  a despotic  power  iu  the  s«>- 
4 vercign. — We  have  so  little  public  sptr.5 
1 amongst  us,  that  the^e  things  passed  like  m.»- 
4 thematical  truths,  until  each  man  grew  afraid 
4 for  his  own  pocket. — A man  w!>o  was  uneasy 
4 before  this  accident,  for  the  public  welfare  ; 
4 and  has  observed  nothing  since  that  potscs  a 
4 a belter  condition  ; a man,  I say,  who  fhw* 
4 only  hearing  the  news  contradicted,  that  the 
4 Pretender  was  a coming,  cannot  inter  that  be 
4 may  not*  still  come,  ought  to  be  excused  for 
4 writing  as  I have  and  do,  to  raise  in  his  fel- 
4 low-subjects  a just  concern  for  those  civil  a&-i 
4 religious  rights,  which  they  at  present  cujcy 
4 above  all  other  nations,’ 
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“ The  next  paragraph  is  taken  out  of  the  18th 
md  19th  pages  of  the  same  book  : and  as  it 
elates  to  lJunkirk  has  been  already  explained, 
lere  it  is. 

* The  queen's  garrison  is  exposed  by  levell- 
ing the  works  to  the  mercy  of  the  French  : 
aad  the  mole  and  harbour,  which  were  first 
to  be  demolished,  stand  as  they  did,  the  terror 
of  the  British  nation.  Thus,  Sir,  as  the  in- 
terest of  her  majesty  und  her  people  are  inse- 
parable, I think  1 have  behaved  myself  like  a'* 
dutiful  subject,  in  complaining  of  this  open 
violation  of  her  treaty  in  the  most  import- 

* ant  article  ofit. 

“ I am  now  come  to  the  last  paragraph,  in  the 
l?d  page  of  the  same  book,  as  follows. 

4 I wish,  thirdly,  That  his  electoral  higli- 
1 ness  of  Hanover  would  be  so  grateful  as  to 

* signify  to  all  the  world,  the  perfect  good  un- 
‘ derstanding  be  has  with  the  Court  of  Eng- 

* land,  in  as  plain  terms  as  her  majesty  was 
4 pleased  to  declare  she  had  with  that  House 

* on  her  part.  This  last  cirtumstance,  dear 
1 Jack,  would  be  very  pleasing  to  all  of  us  who 

* are  churchmen,  because  if  the  elector  should 
‘ he  auv  way  disobliged,  I am  confident  her 

* majesty  has  given  no  cause  for  it ; and  I 
4 cannot  but  attribute  any  misunderstanding, 

1 if  such  there  should  be,  to  the  artifices  of 

* wine  new*  converts,  who,  for  ought  I know, 

1 may  still  be  Presb>terian$  in  their  hearts/ 

“ I do  not  know  whether  I have  been  more 
troubled  or  surprized,  to  hear  a gentleman 
affirm  that  these  words,  by  an  inuendo,  con- 
tradict what  her  majesty  bad  affirmed  from  the 
throne.  This  accusation  may  he  put  in  such 
very  hard  words,  as  may  incline  those  to  he 
displeased  with  ine,  who  attend  more  to  the 
accusation  itself,  than  to  the  grounds  I have 
given  for  it.  The  gentleman  who  brought  it 
against  me,  would  artificially  have  stopped  in 
the  middle  of  the  paragraph,  had  not  he  been 
ut  upou  hearing  the  whole  read  out ; w herein 
positively  assert  that  if  the  elector  should 
he  any  way  disobliged,  I am  confident  her 
majesty  has  given  no  cause  for  it.  I say,  Sir, 

1 have  positively  asserted  in  the  words  which 
immediately  follow  those  which  were  objected 
to  me,  that  if  the  Elector  of  Hanbver  should 
be  any  way  disobliged,  I nm  confident  her  ma- 
jesty has  given  no  occasion  for  it.  And  the 
reason  why  I was  so  positive  in  this  assertion, 
is,  because  her  majesty,  as  I before  said,  was 
pleased  to  declare  in  plain  terms,  that  she  had 

* perfect  good  understanding  with  the  House 
of  Hanover. 

u And  now,  Sir,  is  there  -a  fault,  after  this,  in 
wishing  that  his  electoial  highness  would  he 
grateful  as  to. signify  to  all  the  world,  the  per- 
fect good  understanding  he  has  with  the  Court 
01  England.  It  is  certain  such  a declaration 
**  this  would  quiet  the  ininds  of  all  her  ina- 
subjects  upon  this  important  article  ; 
*r‘d  why  should  it  be  criminal  in  me  to  wish 
‘r*r  that,  which  would  so  manifestly  redound  to 
peace  of  our  country  ? Let  every  gentle- 
miu**k  his  own  heart,  whether  he  would  not 


be  glad  that  the  elector  made  such  a decla- 
ration as  is  here  mentioned.  And  shall  any 
man  be  esteemed  an  offender  for  wishing  that 
which  every  man  would  be  glad  of?  If  there 
'be  any  reflection  in  this  passage,  it  is  plain 
that  it  does  not  fall  upon  her  majesty  ; and  [ 
question  not  but  that  iu  a point  of  this  nature, 
gentlemen  will  he  so  just  as  to  keep  my  plain 
and  express  words,  and  not  to  force  a guilty 
interpretation  upon  a passage  which  has  a na- 
tural interpretation  that  is  innocent. 

“ I have  now  explained  those  several  pitfra- 
graphs  which  have  been  laid  to  my  charge,  and 
that  in  the  shortest  manner  I was  able  ; re- 
serving to  myself  the  liberty  of  producing  anj 
further  reasons,  for  the  defence  of  any  parti- 
cular passage,  as  the  objections  of  my  accusers 
and  my  own  justification  shall  further  require. 

u I must  declare,  Sir,  that  upon  the  perusal  of 
those  paragraphs  winch  have  been  marked 
against  me,  I have  been  inure  puzzled  to  know 
why  1 ought  to  defend  them,  than  how  they 
ought  to  be  defended  ? And  I dare  appeal  to 
auy  gentleman  who  is  used  to  read  pamphlets, 
whether  he  has  seen  any  of  either  side  for 
some  years  past,  that  have  been  written  with 
more  caution,  or  more  thoroughly  guarded 
against  giving  any  occasion  of  just  offence. 

44  Upon  the  whole  matter,  I do  humbly  con- 
ceive that  no  words  which  I have  made  use  of 
can  be  censured  as  criminal,  in  the  candid  and 
natural  interpretation  of  them,  and  can  only 
be  construed  as  such  by  distnnt  implications 
and  far-fetched  inuendoes.  1 shall  therefor* 
beg  leave  to  produce  the  authority  of  a very 
great  man,  with  reference  to  accusations  of 
this  nature:  since  it  is  impossible  for  me  to 
express  myself  with  so  much  judgment  and 
learning  upon  this  subject,  as  I find  it  already 
done  to  my  hand.  The  passages  I mention, 
are  in  the  Speech  of  the  now  Lord  Chancellor 
of  England,  ns  I find  them  in  doctor  Sache- 
verdl's  Trial,  in  the  following  words  : 

* My  Lords;  if  there  be  n double  sense,  in 
f either  of  which  these  words  are  equally  capa- 
4 hie  of  being  understood  ; if  in  one  sense  the 
4 Doctor’s  assertion  be  undeniably  clear,  but 
4 iu  the  other  some  doubt  might  arise  whether 
4 his  words  be  criminal  or  not,  the  law  of  Eng- 
4 land  is  more  merciful  than  to  make  any  man 
4 a criminal,  by  construing  his  words  against 
4 the  natural  import  of  them,  in  the  worst 
4 sense.  This  is  the  great  justice  and  cle- 
* mency  of  our  law  in  every  man's  case/  Ami 
a little  lower. 

4 My  Lords;  If  the  manner  of  this  solemn 
4 Prosecution  has  not  altered  the  nature  of 
4 things,  I hope  I may  insist,  without  putting 
4 iu  a claim  of  right  in  behalf  of  all  the  fac- 
4 tious  and  seditious  people  in  the  kingdom,  to 
4 revile  the  government  at  pleasure,  that  by  the 
4 happy  constitution  under  which  we  live,  h 
4 subject  of  England  is  not  to  be  made  cri- 
4 minal  by  a laboured  construction  of  doubtful 
4 words ; or,  when  that  cannot  serve,  by  de- 
4 parting  from  his  words,  and  resorting  to  his 
4 meuoiug.  Too  many  instances  there  were  *f 


1319]  PARL.  HISTORY,  13  Anne 

* this  nature,  before  the  late  happy  Revolution ; 

* but  that  put  an  end  to  such  arbitrary  con- 

* structions.'  , 

u After  these  excellent  words  of  this  great 

man,  every  thing  I can  say  will  appear  very  flat 
and  low  ; for  which  reason  I shall  give  you  but 
very  little  further  trouble,  i have  heard  it  said 
in  this  place,  that  no  private  man  ought  to  take 
the  liberty  of  expressing  his  thoughts  as  I have 
done,  in  mutters  relating  to  the  administration. 

I do  own,  that  no  private  man  ought  to  take 
a liberty  which  is  against  the  laws  of  the  land. 
But,  Sir,  I presume  that  the  liberty  I have  taken, 
is  a legal  liberty  ; and  obnoxious  to  no  penalty 
in  any  court  of  justice.  If  it  had,  I cannot  be- 
lieve that  this  extraordinary  method  would  have 
been  made  use  of,  to  distress  me  upon  that 
account.  And  why  should  I here  suffer  for 
having  done  that,  which  perhaps  in  a future 
trial  would  not  be  judged  criminal  by  the  laws 
of  the  land  ? Why  should  I see  persons,  whose 
particular  province  it  is  to  prosecute  Seditious 
Writers  in  the  courts  of  justice,  employing  their 
eloquence  against  me  in  this  place?  I think 
that  I have  not  offender!  against  any  law  in 
being  : I think  that  I have  taken  uo  more 
liberty  than  what  is  consistent  with  the  laws 
of  the  land  : if,  I have,  let  me  be  tried  by  those 
laws.  Is  not  the  executive  power  sufficiently 
armed  to  inflict  a proper  punishment  on  all 
kinds  of  criminals  ? Why  then  should  one 
part  of  the  legislative  power,  take  this  executive 
power  into  its  own  hands  ? Bur,  Sir,  I throw 
myself  upon  the  honour  of  this  House,  who  are 

able,  as  well  as  obliged,  to  6krecn  any  Com- 
moner of  England  from  the  wrath  of  the  most 
powerful  man  in  it ; and  who  will  never  sacri- 
fice a member  of  their  own  body,  to  the  re- 
sentments of  any  single  minister.* 9 

“ • Temple,  7 o’clock,  March  18. 

“ Dear  Prue ; I have  made  my  defence,  and 
am  ordered  to  withdraw.  Addison  was  sent 
out  after  me,  by  my  friends,  to  bid  me  not  be 
seen  till  I heard  what  will  be  the  censure.  No- 
thing can  happen  to  my  condition  in  private 
the  worse  ; and  I have  busied  myself  enough 
for  the  public.”  Steele  to  his  Wife.  Sec  his 
Epistolary  Correspondence  by  Nichols,  vol.  1. 
p.  320.  I«ondon,  1809. 

Mr.  Pope,  in  a letter  to  Congreve,  March 
19,  1713-14,  says,  “Yesterday  Mr.  Steele’s 
affair  was  decided.  I am  sorry  I cun  be  of  no 
other  opinion  than  you,  as  to  his  whole  carriage 
and  writings  of  late.  But  cettainly  he  has  not 
only  been  punished  by  others,  but  suffered 
much  even  from  this  own  partv,  in  the  point  of 
character,  nor  (I  believe)  received  any  amends 
in  that  of  interest,  as  yet ; whatever  may  be 
his  prospects  in  future.  This  gentleman,  among 
a thousand  others,  is  a great  instance  of  the 
fate  of  all  who  are  carried  away  by  party 
spirit,  of  any  side.  I wish  all  violence  may 
succeed  as  ill ; hut  am  really  amazed  that  so 
much  of  that  sour  and  pernicious  quality  should 
be  joined  w ith  *o  much  natural  good  humour 
as  1 think  Mr.  Steele  is  possessed  of." 
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Here  I ended  in  the  House.  Mostofahiti 
said  was  put  into  my  mouth  by  iny  fhezsh, 
whose  kindness  and  discretion  prevented  ny 
adding  to  these  forcible  arguments  many  b> 
nest  truths,  which  they  thought  would  nuti> 
rise  a severity  from  the  Hou»e  to  roe,  rather 
than  secure  me  against^  their  resentment.  1 
cannot,  as  an  inditferent  man,  dare  to  assert 
what  I would  hate  done,  under  the  sanction « 
a member  of  parliament,  speaking  in  parlia- 
ment. The  happiness  of  convincing  some  ko* 
nest  gentlemen  who  were  against  me,  waste c 
to  be  my  fate:  but,  (barring  that  I madetbe 
best  and  most  respectful  oheisauce  I conk  ti 
the  Speaker)  with  a very  aukward  and  anwiil- 
iug  air  I withdrew  ; and  the  next  news  I herd 
was,  that  I was  expelled. 

It  is  justice  due  to  human  nature,  to  signify 
to  ah  offender  why  he  is  punished.  It  is  a j«v 
tice  to  inform  the  meanest  man  in  humane 
ciety,  w hy  he  is  distinguished  from  the  rot  ta 
his  disadvantac*  ; it  is  a Christian  duty  togr* 
him  the  contrition  he  ought  to  have,  and 
in  him  a repentance  from  arguments  tronrdi 
his  conviction.  But  the  House,  without  letting 
me  hear  one  reason,  or  shadow  of  an  argutf* 
to  prove  me  seditious,  have  peremptorily  pro- 
nounced me  so. 

To  hear  a man  speak,  without  being  ownd 
by  what  he  says,  or*controveriing  it  before  Seo- 
tenc  e,  is  only  to  give  exercise  to  an  hard  hear: ; 
a ridiculous  candour,  that  is  an  aggravations 
nn  injury,  by  putting  on  the  face  of  justice.  I 
sbull  therefore,  as  briefly  as  I can,  consider  the 
matter  yet  further  : for  I am  now  as  much  coo* 
cerned  to  show  why  this  Sentence  should  n« 
be  a Reproach  to  me  now  it  is  passed,  as  I 
before  to  speak  against  its  being  pronounced 

It  may  be  objected,  that  I am  sure  to  coce 
off,  when  I who  am  the  criminal,  am  alsotvb* 
the  judge.  I may  make  the  same  objfCfjw 
against  the  determination  of  the  House,  they 
who  were  the  judges,  were  also  the  accusers. 
In  the  first  place  I aver,  that  if  I hud,  a»:> 
deed  I have  not,  been  guilty  of  raising  groc ad- 
less fears  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  aunk&V't 
is  less  the  part  of  the  House  of  Commons,  dm 
any  other  body  of  men,  to  be  inquisitors  in  fa* 
vour  of  them.  Their  more  graceful  province 
had  been  to  have  encouraged  what  l had  to  say. 
if  I had  had  objections,  rather  than  suppre?^ 
me  for  offering  at  it.  It  had  beeu  well,  after 
such  a search,  to  have  chastised  or  ppprowd 
tlie  man  accused,  according  to  his  deserts.  Bet 
my  fate  is  so  extraordinary,  that  I am  pentstw 
by  the  House  of  Commons,  (where  freedom  w 
speech  is  an  essential  privilege)  for  saying 
was  criminal  uo  where  else.  Kind  wliat  I l:*’* 
written  been  spoken  iu  the  House  of  Comoioos, 
no  man  will  pretend  to  say  it  bad  been  crunt- 
nal : how  then  when  it  was  "innocent  in  another 
place,  came  it  to  be  criminal  by  being  p"** 
duced  there?  I was  safe  when  in  circu«*»t»,lCf* 
that  rendered  me  more  accountable,  *«d  ro* 
into  danger  by  being  privi'eged. 

But  I flatter  myself  that  I shall  ennvirce  *13 
my  fellow  subjects  of  iny  inuoccitce  Irani  u* 
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owing  circumstances,  allowed  me  to  be  of 
ght  in  all  trials  of  this  nature.  From  the 
eral  character  of  the  offender,  the  motive  to 
offence,  and  the  character  of  the  persons 
j appear  for  him,  opposed  to  those  who  are 
insthim.  There  are  some  points  to  heal- 
ed, which  bear  hard  against  the  prisoner  at 
bar ; and  we  must  grant  this  by  way  of 
ifessing  and  avoiding,  and  give  it  up,  that 
defendant  lias  been  as  great  a libertine  as  a 
il’cssor.  We  will  suppose  then  a witness  giv- 
an  account  of  him,  who,  if  he  spoke  true, 
aid  say  as  follows : 

I have  been  long  acquainted  with  Mr. 
:eele,  who  is  accused  as  a malicious  writer ; 
id  can  give  an  account  of  him  (from  what  he 
sed  to  confess  to  us  his  private  friends)  what 
as  the  chief  motive  of  iiis  first  appearing  in 
tint.  Besides  this,  I have  read  every  tiling  he 
is  writ  or  published.  He  first  became  an  uu- 
tor  when  an  ensign  in  the  guards,  a way  of  life 
tpnsed  to  much  irregularity ; and  being  tho- 
jughly  convinced  of  many  tilings, of  which  he 
ften  repented,  and  which  be  more  often  ro- 
tated, he  writ,  for  his  own  private  use,  a 
ttle  hook  called  “The  Christian  Hero,”  with 
design  principally  to  fix  upon  his  own  mind 
strong  impression  of  virtue  and  religion,  in 
pposition  to  a stronger  propensity  towards 
^warrantable  pleasures.  This  secret  admo- 
ition  was  too  weak  ; he  therefore  printed  the 
ook  with  his  name,  in  hopes  that  a standing 
fstimonv  against  himself,  and  the  eyes  of  the 
mrld,  (that  is  to  say  of  his  acquaintance)  upon 
im  in  a nesv  light,  might  curb  hi*  desires,  and 
lake  him  ashamed  of  understanding  and  seein- 
ig  to  feel  what  was  virtuous,  and  living  so 
uile  contrary  a life.  This  had  no  other  good 
Sect,  but  that  from  being  thought  no  unde- 
ghtful  companion,  lie  was  soon  reckoned  a 
asagreeable  fellow.  One  or  two  of  his  ac- 
niaintance  thought  (it  to  mis-use  him,  and  tTy 
heir  valour  upon  him ; and  every  body  he 
new  measured  the  least  levity  in  his  words 
nd  actions,  with  the  character  of  a Christian 
iero.  Thus  he  found  himself  slighted,  in- 
tead  of  being  encouraged,  for  his  declaratioos 
is  to  religion ; and  it  was  now  incumbent 
tpon  him  to  enliven  his  character,  for  which 
eason  he  w nt  the  comedy  o rilled  “ TheFune- 
‘ rnl,”  in  which  (though  full  of  incidents  that 
novc  laughter)  virtue  and  vice  appear  just  as 
hey  ought  to  do.  Nothing  can  make  the 
own  so  fond  of  a man  as  a successful  play, 
»nd  this,  with  some  particulars  enlarged  upon 
:o  Ins  advantage,  (for  princes  never  hear  good 
ir  evil  in  the  manner  others  do)  obtained  him 
the  notice  of  the  king:  and  his  name,  to  be 
provided  for,  was  in  the  last  table  hook  ever 
worn  by  the  glorious  and  immortal  William 
die  Third. — His  next  appearance  as  a Writer 
was  in  the  quality  of  the  lowest  minister  of 
ttate,  to  wit,  in  the  office  olTlaiettccr.  Where 
he  worked  faithfully  according  to  order,  with- 
out ever  erring  against  the  rule  observed  by  all 
ministries,  to  keep  that  paper  very  innocent  i 
sad  very  insipid. 
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* It  is  believed,  it  was  to  tbe  reproaches  he 
‘ beard  every  Gazette  day  against  the  writer  of 
‘ it,  that  the  defendant  owes  tbe  fortitude  of 
‘ being  remarkably  negligent  of  what  people 
‘ sav,  which  lie  does  not  deserve  ; except  in  so 
‘ great  cases  as  this  now  before  tis.  His  next 
‘ productions  were  still  plays,  then  the  Tatler, 

‘ then  tbe  Spectator,  then  the  Guardian,  then 
‘ the  Englishman.  And  now,  though  he  hat 
‘ published,  and  scribbled  so  very  much,  he  may 
' defy  any  man  to  find  one  leaf  in  all  these 
‘ writings  which  is  not,  in  point,  a defence 
1 against  this  imputation,  to  find  oue  leaf  w hich 
‘ docs  not  mediately  or  immediately  tend  to  the 
‘ honour  of  the  queen,  or  the  service  of  the  no- 
‘ hility  and  gentry,  or  which  is  not  particularly 
‘ respectful  to  the  Universities.  Farther  this 

* witness  sayeth  not.’ 

When  a man  is  accused,  it  is  allowable  not 
only  to  say  as  much  as  will  refute  his  adversary, 
but  if  he  can,  lie  may  assert  things  of  himself 
praise  worthy,  which  ought  not  to  be  called 
vanity  in  him,  but  justice  against  his  op- 
ponent, by  proving  it  is  not  only  false  what 
is  said  as  to  the  fault  laid  to  his  charge,  but 
also  that  lie  has  exerted  the  contrary  virtue. 

You  may  observe  that  the  Votes  of  the  18th 
of  March  imply,  that  the  Writings  were 
under  consideration,  as  containing  several  pa- 
ragraphs ‘ Tending  to  sedition,  highly  reflecting 
‘ upon  her  majesty,  and  arraigning  her  mnjes- 
‘ ty’s  administration  and  government.’  There 
was  not  one  argument  used  to  support  this  heavy 
accusation  against  the  member ; but  I suppose, 
upon  consideration,  that  his  reflecting  upon  the 
queen  so  directly,  and  arraigning  her  admi- 
nistration and  government,  was  just  the  quite 
contrary  to  what  he  had  done,  the  ill  beha- 
viour towards  her  majesty  is  in  the  resolution 
scattered  among  her  subjects,  and  it  was 
thought,  since  it  was  all  equally  true,  it  would 
be  expedient  to  withdraw  the  offence,  and  for 
the  amusement  of  the  vulgar,  to  say  more  dif- 
fusively, that  the  Pamphlets  were  scandalous 
and  seditious  libels,  containing  ‘ Many  expres- 
‘ sions  highly  reflecting  upon  her  majesty,  and 

• upon  the  nobility,  gentry,  clergy,  and  univer- 
1 siues  of  this  kingdom,  maliciously  insinuating 
‘ that  the  Protestant  Succession  is  in  danger 
■ nnder  her  majesty's  administration,  and  tend- 

[ * ing  to  alienate  the  affections  of  her  majesty's 
1 good  subjects,  and  to  create  jealousies  tuid 
' divisions  among  them.’ 

This  is  a very  pleasant  proceeding.  The  in- 
dictment before  them  was  that,  the  accused 
member  had  reflected  upon  the  queen  ; aye 
marry  has  he,  say  they,  and  upon  the  nobility 
and  gentry,  clergy  and  universities,  and  he 
did  this  also  with  a malicious  intimation,  that 
the  Succession  wns  in  danger  under  her  ma- 
jesty’s administration,  and  so  forth.  What 
need  was  there  the  man  should  he  guilty  of 
more  than  he  was  indicted  for  ? Let  this  re- 
solve be  taken  out  of  its  formality,  anil  it  is 
just  as  if  they  had  said  he  has  been  guilty  of 
treason,  and  also  of  ill  manners.  But  the  hud- 
dle of  offences  was  only  to  make  a hue  and  cry, 


1323]  I'ARL.  HISTORY,  13  Anne, 

sod  the  business  was,  that  he  slwuld  he  mark- 
er) ; and  as  they  well  knew  from  the  general 
corruption  and  meanness  of  the  world,  that  if 
the  crimes  did  not  distinctly  hurt  every  sort  of 
people,  they  would  not  he  zealous  enough  for 
the  sake  or  the  queen  only,  to  vilify  and  dis- 
tress the  accused  man  : But  the  Succession, 
say  they,  he  says  is  in  danger  * under  her  roa- 
4 jesty’s  administration  :*  this  phrase  is  ambi- 
guous, and  evasive,  it  retains  the  offence  aguiust 
the  queen,  oidy  to  hide  ministers.  This  is  a 
very  thin  mask,  for  it  is  no  help  to  them  ; if  any 
man  should,  in  a proper  place,  have  any  thing 
to  object  to  their  conduct  ; it  would  be  no  an- 
swer to  urge  against  such  au  impeachment,  that 
this  was  asserting  ill  things  are  done  under  her 
majesty’s  administration.  All  manner  of 
crimes  are  commuted  under  every  prince's  ad- 
ministration, but  lor  that  reason  are  tb»»se 
princes  to  he  loaded  with  the  guilt  ? Or  would 
a man  that  shot.  Id  t om  plain  of  those  crimes, 
be  supposed  to  intend  treasonably,  or  to  assert 
that  they  are  owing  to  his  prince's  administra- 
tion ? Should  a man  be  robbed,  and  when  he 
asked  for  a warrant  against  the  offender  he 
be  answered  by  the  magistrate,  it  is  arraigning 
her  majestv's  administration  to  report  any  such 
tbmg  ? If  any  epithets  may  he  added  to  any 
persons  and  things,  provided  they  add  (he 
words,  4 under  her  majesty's  administration,* 
approbation  and  blame  in  those  that  use  them 
will  be  both  alike,  and  4 safe,  honourable,’  or 
any  other  adjectives  will  lose  their  force,  as 
well  as  the  words,  * seditious  and  scandalous.’ 
It  is  very  possible  the  worst  designs  imaginable 
may  he  laid,  under  her  majesty’s  administration, 
and  her  sacred  majesty’s  honour  no  way  im- 
paired, as  she,  without  disparagement  to  her 
wisdom  it  may  be  supposed,  may  not  Le  con- 
scious of  all  that  passes.  Therefore  on  this 
•ccasion,  I repeat  that  the  phrase  4 under  her 
4 majesty’s  administration,’  is  only  a feint  way 
©f  coining  up  to  my  indictment,  and  amusing 
the  populace  with  a show  of  what  is  not  in 
reality. 

But  to  proceed  with  tho  Evidence  on  the 
side  of  the  offender.  Taking  the  w ords  of  the 
resolution  ns  they  lye  : It  would  be  a con- 
tradiction to  all  Mr.  Steele’s  past  Writings,  to 
speak  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  nobility  and 
gentry.  The  war  that  the  Tatler  brought  upon 
himself,  for  stigmatizing  and  expelling  sharpers 
out  of  their  company,  is  a merit  towards  them, 
that  will  outweigh  this  allegation,  though  it 
comes  w hence  it  doe*.  That  gamesters,  knaves 
and  pickpockets  are  no  longer  the  men  of 
fashion,  or  mingled  with  so  good  an  air  among 
people  of  quality  as  formerly,  is  much  owing  to 
Mr.  Steele  ; that  a licentious  treatment  of  n 
clergyman,  as  a clergyman,  is  less  practised, 
either  on  the  stage  or  in  common  conversation, 
is  much  owing  to  the  contempt  and  ridicule  on 
all  such  false  and  scandalous  pretensions  to  wit, 
in  the  writings  which  the  public  has  had  from 
Air.  Steele  : That  an  University  education  is 
reckoned  a necessary  qualification  to  au  English 
gentleman, and  the  less  accomplishments  without 
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those  arts  appear  frivolous,  though  of  petal 
with  them, is  more  owing  to  Mr.  Steele  dm  i 
any  other  author,  transcriber,  or  puhtnke,! 
under  w hatever  class  you  rank  him,  tint  m 
made  use  of  pen  and  ink  : Bui  it  seems  Ui?cms| 
ship  in  these  resolutions  was  to  be  maile  wall 
less  a resignation  than  that  of  all  their  tease  a 
conscience. 

All  this  is  as  clear  and  known  as  the  sa  i 
noon  day.  But  it  may  be  answered,  m 
though  as  to  his  former  writings  tins  nun  j 
true,  our  author  or  publisher  might  po* « 
and  impertinent,  and  conceive  new  ihou'sM 
himself,  from  borrowed  excellencies  tf 
men,  his  correspondents  ; and  without  lor  i 
good  manners  run  into  the  crimes  of  whirk  1 
here  stands  accused.  1 shall  liter  eiurt 
account  of  the  principal  tiling  laid  to  etnej 
which  is  The  Crisis,  and  the  occasion  of  its  fie 
written. 

Mr.  Steele  happened  one  day  to  make  i *4 
to  a gentleman  of  the  Temple,  who  ftiliaab 
course  on  public  transactions  ; and  conpii 
ing  that  dangerous  insinuations  were  err}  a 
thrown  among  the  people,  coded  bis  dr-coo 
by  saying,  That  be  thought  Mr.  Sietk,  ri 
the  kind  reception  the  world  gave  to 
published,  might  be  more  instrumental  to** 
curing  this  evil,  than  any  private  mao  ia  h 
land.  After  much  solicitation,  tbegeciied 
observed,  the  evil  seemed  only  to  8u*  a 
mere  inattention  to  the  real  obligation 
which  we  lye  towards  the  House  of  Haart 
if  therefore,  continued  he,  the  laws  to  tia"  a 
pose  were  reprinted  together  with  a wa.*®  Ji 
face  and  a well  urged  peroration,  it  is  Mt  »i 
imagined  what  good  effect  it  would  haw.  1 
Steele  was  immediately  struck  with  rbt  ik«d 
and  told  him,  that  he  hoped  so  good  a .-•! 
would  repay  his  turning  his  thoughts  wketri 
it  for  a day  or  two,  under  promise  of  had  «i 
the  sale  of  a work,  which  would  be  evert  b 
dy’s  reading,  should  produce.  This  was 
and  there  is  hardly  a sentiment  or  mar:.  f* 
tion  in  the  pamphlet,  which  that  gentle®;:  i 
not  put  together,  as  lawful  and  warrant*!*  I 
be  said;  and  deliver  into  Mr.  Steele's 
he  published  in  the  dress  and  manner  he  sb*J 
think  fit.  But  Mr.  Steele  was  not  contest «! 
writing  The  Crisis  on  this  plan,  aud  nv*l 
each  paragraph  with  this  gentleman  oob.  Jf 
lie  also  sent  different  copies  to  men  of 
rent  talents  and  capacities;  and  with  iBtH 
correct  ions,  according  to  the  autl»«rirj  o 
corrector,  Mr.  Steele  with  his  council  *s  * 
elbow  put  the  last  hand  to  what  be  pettsa* 
under  the  name  of  The  Crisis.  Very 
passed  and  approved  every  word  of  * 
Steele  therefore  thought  it  a most 
seasonable  and  worthy  action  to  publish  - ^ 
care  and  caution  with  which  it  was  ***  w 
pears  sufficiently  in  that  it  much  oaeari?^*11 
the  author  was  not  in  the  courts  o< 
brought  to  answer  for  the  offence.  Bat  »■* 
be  vvns  to  suffer  for  it,  where  of  all  piiccsia^ 
world  he  ought  to  have  been  rocourt$«l  €l 
protected.  Buf  1 will  hasten  to  ■ bet-c  “ 
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ce  than  all  this,  which  is  : That  the  gcn- 
nen  in  ihe  List  at  the  beginning  of  this  Nar- 
ve,  gave  their  negative  to  the  votes  against 
author.  That  the  Map  at  the  end  of  this 
►k  i£  the  state  of  the  case  of  Dunkirk,  and 
lain*  that  the  true  design  of  the  French  was 
y to  make  Dunkirk  stronger.  That  there  are 
se  words  in  her  majesty’s  Proclamation  of 
1st  of  last  mouth,  concerning  the  Pretend- 
at  Barleduc,  • notwithstanding  we  have 
ice  insisted  upon  and  renewed  our  instan- 
ts in  the  most  pressing  manner  for  that  pur- 
ise  our  endeavours  have  not  proved  effec- 
at,  but  he  still  continues  and  is  entertained 
ere/  These  circumstances  of  Dunkirk,  and 
stay  of  the  Pretender  at  Barleduc,  do  strong- 
mamtain  the  grounds  all  men  ought  to  have 
suspicion  of  being  in  imminent  danger  ; to 
trove  that  suspicion  has  been  the  chief  airn 
all  the  political  writings  of  this  author: 
it  it  was  sincere  in  him,  will  appear  from 
letter,  wherein  he  resigned  his  office  to  my 
d Treasurer : 

the  Right  Hon.  the  Lord  High  Treasurer 
of  Great- Britain. 

• Bloomsbury-square,June  4, 1713. 
My  Lord  ; I presume  to  give  your  lordship 
is  trouble,  to  acquaint  you,  that  having  an 
ubition  to  serve  in  the  ensuing  parliament,  1 
itnbly  desire  your  lordship  will  pieuse  to  ac- 
>pt  of  my  resignation  of  my  office  as  comniis- 
jner  of  the  Stamp  Revenue. — I should  have 
me  this  sooner,  but  that  I heard  the  com- 
ission was  passing  without  my  name  in  it,* 
id  I would  not  be  guilty  of  the  arrogance  of 
signing  what  I could  not  hold.  But  having 
ard  this  since  contradicted.  1 am  obliged  to 
re  it  op.  as  with  great  humility  I do  by  this 
escut  writing.  Give  me  leave  on  this  oc- 
sion  to  say  something  as  to  my  laie  conduct 
rh  relation  to  the  late  men  in  power,  and  to 
sure  you  whatever  1 have  done,  said  or  writ, 

«s  proceeded  from  no  other  motive  bat  the 
;e  of  what  I think  Truth.  For  merely  as  to 
y own  affairs,  1 could  not  wish  any  inan  in 
e administration  rather  than  yourself,  who 
rnur  those  that  become  your  dependants 
ill  a greater  liberality  of  heart  than  any 
mi  I have  ever  hefore  observed.  When 
had  the  honour  of  n short  conversation  with 
-u,  you  were  pleased  noiy  i ne  to  s*g- 
fy  to  me  That  1 should  remain  in  this 
ice,  hut  to  add,  that  if  I would  name  to 
u one  of  more  value,  which  would  he 
ore  commodious  to  me,  you  would  favour 
sin  it.  I am  going  out  of  any  particular 


44  We  see  here,”  says  the  writer  of  the  Life 
tcc!e,in  the  Biogmphia  Britannica  “ that  our 
tor  takes  no* ice  of  the  design  to  dismiss 
, which  indeed  he  had  reason  to  have  ap- 
l. ended  long  before  ; for  he  had  frequently 
teked  the  earl  of  Oxford  under  borrowed 
les,  and  particularly  in  4 The  Medley;’ 
►re  the  pleasant  narrative  of  the  Ball  at 
pping,  No.  26.  was  written  by  him." 
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4 dependance  on  your  lordship,  and  will  tell 
1 you  with  the  freedom  of  an  indifferent  mail, 

4 that  it  is  impossible  for  any  man  who  thinks 

* and  has  any  public  spirit,  not  to  tremble  at 
4 seeing  his  country,  in  its  present  circum- 
4 stances,  in  the  hands  of  so  daring  a genius  aft 
4 yours.  If  incidents  should  arise  that  should 
4 place  your  own  safety,  and  what  ambitious 
4 men  call  greatness,  in  a balance  against  the 
4 general  good,  our  all  depends  upon  your 
4 choice  under  such  a temptation.  You  have 
4 my  hearty  and  fervent  prayers  to  heaven,  to 
4 avert  all  such  dangers  from  you.  1 thank 
4 your  lordship  for  the  regard  and  distinction 
4 which  you  have  at  sundry  times  shewed  me, 

* and  wish  you,  with  your  country's  safety,  all 
4 happiness  nnd  prosperity.  Shaie,  my  lord, 

4 your  good  fortune  with  whom  you  will;  while 
4 it  lasts,  you  will  want  no  fneuds  ; but  if  an 
4 adverse  day  happens  to  you,  and  1 live  to  see 
4 it,  you  will  find  1 think  uiyself  obliged  to  be 
4 your  friend  and  advocate.  This  is  talking  in 
4 a strange  dialect  from  a private  man  to  the 
4 first  of  a nation  ; but  to  desire  only  a little, 

4 exalts  a man's  condition  to  a level  with  those 
4 who  want  a treat  deal.  But  I beg  your  lord- 
4 ship’s  pardon,  and  am  with  great  respect,  my 
4 lord,  kc.  Richard  Stcelb/ 

There  is  nothing  here  said  like  a mult-con- 
tent, but  like  an  honest  man,  who  gave  up 
every  thing  to  the  love  of  his  country;  where 
obsequiousness  interfered  with  that,  he  was 
ready  to  force  a temper,  the  most  unhappily 
ductile,  to  go  through  all  oppositions  and  dis- 
countenances in  the  way  to  his  duty.  Ii  has 
l>een  trcqmntly  said  in  the  writing*  of  this 
publisher,  that  all  merit  consists  in  the  regu- 
lation of  the  will,  and  that  is  the  only  merit 
pretended  to  in  this  Apology.  The  wit,  the 
eloquence,  the  learning  in  his  writing*,  ilm 
town  may  as  it  pleases  give  to  others,  but  the 
application  of  them  all  must  be  ascribed  to  this 
publisher ; und  1 cannot  but  again  and  again 
repeat,  ih«t  tlie*e  is  no  man  on  whom' a cen- 
sure, with  4 in  ilicioosly  * in  it,  could  fall,  from 
whose  charm  ter  it  could  he  more  remote.  The 
writings  excepted  against  were  suthciently  de- 
fended in  the  H iuk,  and  nothing  said  in  oppo- 
sition to  all  that  was  urged  in  favour  of  the  ac- 
cused member.  Therefore,  as  those  accused _ 
writings  were  innocent,  nnd  all  the  drift  of  his 
other  writings  nnconiestably  virtuous,  what 
can  any  gentleman  say  to. himself,  or  Ins  caun- 
tiy,  for  joining  in  so  unreasonable  a vote 
against  him  ? Let  any  gentleman  consider,  if 
the  vole  hud  been  prop<*scd  to  take  away  ibis 
man’s  life,  with  what  horror  would  the  whole 
assembly,  except  the  messengers  of  the  trea- 
sury, have  rejected  such  a motion  ? But  let  any 
gentleman  think  ou,  and  he  will  find,  that  this 
Resolution  against  Mr.  Steele's  property  in  the 
House,  and  his  good  name  rn  the  world,  was 
only  the  same  injustice,  in  a less  degree.  Why 
then  fvould  they  suspend  their  good- nature  and 
generosity,  as  F.nglishrocn,  the  natuial  bent  of 
their  country,  of  running  to  the  aid  of  the  af- 
flicted, to  be  made  tools,  and  form  a posse,  to 


PARL.  HISTORY,  13  Anne,  1714. — Mr.  Quin  committed.  [Ull 


1337] 

■is ist  the  messengers  of  the  treasury  against 
their  fellow  member  ? 

No  man  cnuht  help  plainly  seeing,  that  Mr. 
Steele  in  these  writings  hud  gone  as  far  as  lie 
could  with  any  safety  to  his  liberty  or  life,  and 
that  he  got  into  the  House  of  Commons,  for 
uo  reason  but  to  say  noire  for  the  good  of  his 
deluded  country : And  must  the  House  of 

Commons  frustrate  this  design  1 There  are 
many  instances  of  punishments  in  the.  House 
for  being  too  obsequious  to  the  court  against 
the  people ; but  Mr.  Steele  is  the  first  that  fell 
there,  for  being  audacious  towards  ministers,  in 
behalf  of  his  country. 

But  be  all  that  was  done  against  him  forgot- 
ten, and  the  names  of  the  actors  in  it,  except 
the  messengers  themselves,  never  mentioned 
with  this  circumstance  of  their  lives  ; but  let 
those  who  were  for  an  oppressed  gentleman, 
their  fellow-citizen,  against  as  high  an  inso- 
lence as  ever  was  offered  to  the  legislature,  be 
had  in  everlasting  remembrance.  Many  of 
them  have  taken  care  of  that  for  themselves, 
by  illustrious  actions  ; many  of  them,  with  the 
assistance  of  personal  accomplishments,  as 
well  as  youth,  birth,  and  fortune,  are  bloom- 
ing and  growing  in  the  pursuits  of  virtue  and 
honour ; the  rest  of  them  are  men  of  the 
greatest  fortune,  in  this  renlm,  who  are  come 
to  the  evening  of  honourable  days,  and  have 
nobler  prospects  in  view,  than  to  follow  mer- 
cenaries with  their  Vote  against  an  * Impotent 
* Patriot who  attempted,  from  the  irresisti- 
ble force  of  the  love  he  tiears  mankind,  with 
poverty  and  disgrace  staring  in  his  face,  to 
roose  his  country  out  of  a lethargy ; a lethargy 
from  which  she  has  awaked  only  to  behold  her 
danger,  and  upon  seeing  it  too  great,  has  only 
sighed,  folded  her  arms,  and  returned  to  her 
trance.* 


• “ The  plan  of  The  Crisis  was  hud  and 
chiefly  executed  by  Mr.  Moore,  of  the  Iuner- 
Temple  ; and  many  hints  of  it  came  from  arch- 
bishop Tenison,  whose  steward  obtained  very 
large  subscriptions  for  it.”  Memoirs  of  Steele, 
1731.  p.  14. 

“ Perhaps,”  says  Dr.  Somerville,  “ there 
never  was  in  the  annals  of  political  literature  a 
book  more  universally  reed,  or  so  much  the 
subject  of  conversation,  as  The  Crisis,  a work 
believed  by  the  public  to  be  written  by  sir 
Richard  Steele.  To  prove  that  sir  Richard 
was  not  tbe  author  of  that  celebrated  per- 
formance, the  following  Letter  will  not  only 
evince  how  the  world  was  at  that  time  de- 
ceived, but  discover  the  real  author,  and  bis 
motives  for  a temporary  concealment  of  bis 
name  and  profession.  The  Letter  is  addressed 
to  the  late  lord  Macclesfield,  then  Lord  Chan- 
cellor :” 

‘ My  Lord;  June  6,  1716. 

* I am  partly  encouraged  by  Mr.  Solicitor- 
‘ General,  but  chiefly  by  your  lordship's  known 
‘ candour  and  humanitv,  humbly  to  lay  my  case 
‘ before  you,  and  to  beg  your  lordship’s  pa- 
1 tronage, — When  the  memorial  of  the  Sieur 


Mi  . Quin  committed  for  otjiivig  s h:.i 
the  Speaker .]  March  13.  The  Speaker  • 
quainted  the  House,  That  the  day  beivak 
received  a Letter  signed  by  oee  John  Cisi 

* Tuggbe,  relative  to  Dunkirk,  was  gives  pu 
‘ about  the  streets,  one  of  them  chanced  i.  it 
‘ put  into  my  hands;  it  ra  sed  in  me, oath 
‘ first  reading,  a just  indignation,  when  I Mi 

* how  my  country  was  intended  to  he  impact 
‘ upon  in  the  only  article  of  a vile  Peace,  ;tai 
‘ seemed  to  carry  any  value  with  it,  and  dew 
‘ upon  sent  to  Mr.  Steele  immediate!;,  via 

* then  wrote  a paper  called  The  Guarduc,  v- 

* shew  ing  him  the  memorial,  I sat  down  ud 
‘ wrote  with  him  the  Guardian  of  Dva.i  i 
‘ After  that,  I wrote  several  of  his  pipey 
' called  the  Englishman,  relating  to  oar  cr- 
1 stitution,  which  I thought  openly  invaded  i' 
‘ the  then  ministry;  and  when  I found ibeJo;- 
‘ cession  impudently  attacked,  not  unit  * 

* pamphlets  and  papers  that  came  out  wed 
' but  by  a book  in  folio,  of  Iieredilan  1U 

‘ stuffed  with  quotations  out  of  the  link  - 
‘ library,  and  pompously  published  in  tl*  G» 
‘ setle  ; I then  thought  it  an  honest  odkt : 

‘ attempt  something  that  might  prove  si,  o - 
‘ dote  to  that  intended  poison.— Alter 
‘ thoughts  spent  thereon,  I observed,  tin  »' 
‘ mischiefs  threatened,  proceeded  as  well  is, 
‘ an  inattention  in  tbe  common  people  to  btj 
‘ obligations  they  lay  uuder,  both  civil  uo  *• 
‘ ligious,  to  the  most  illustrious  House  of  Hi>. 
‘ over,  ns  from  a forgetfulness  of  the  danger 
‘ our  religion,  laws  and  liberties  were  exp 

* to,  in  tbe  reign  of  the  late  king  James;  - - 
‘thereupon  concluded,  that  to  pnnt  the  s’> 
‘ relating  to  the  abdication  of  that  kin;,  iff 
‘ the  subsequent  settlements  of  tbe  crows, 111 
‘ a proper  introduction,  nnd  a well  urged  i:- 
‘ forcible  conclusion  in  so  small  a volume  x>  a 
‘ put  it  in  tbe  power  of  tbe  meanest  suhte.i  i. 
1 be  master  of,  would  be  tlve  most  ebecs- 
‘ method  to  undeceive  the  common  peopk- 
‘ This  gave  occasion  to  my  writing  the  Crew 
‘ which  appeared  under  the  name  u!  Mr. New 

‘ and  had  matters  been  carried  to  extievrvao 
‘ against  that  gentleman,  on  accouot  of  ltd 

* book,  mv  fate  would  certainly  have  been  o** 
‘ severe  than  bis,  for  my  profession  as  * l»*.’3 
‘ would  have  been  esteemed  an  agg  ravin- 

‘ my  crime  by  the  then  ministry,  and  ccast- 
‘ queutiy  of  my  punishment. — On  lus  tBajeff  ■ 

* accession  to  tbe  throne,  I flattered  ape* 
‘ with  the  hopes  of  having  some  smsil  rsj  a 

* his  royal  favour  sliiue  upon  me;  and  then- 
‘ fore  addressed  in;  self  to  tbe  late  lord  Hilifrk 
‘ desiring  his  lordship  to  do  me  the  honour  d 

< presenting  me  tu  the  king;  who,  wittiifv 

< nerous  frankness,  was  pleased  to  say,  be »» 

‘ first  provide  for  me,  and  then  present  r*  n 

< his  majesty  : and  hut  two  days  before  tbe 

' ness  of  which  he  died,  his  lordsiap  sssut^ 

‘ me  he  would,  in  n week's  time,  give  me 
‘ would  be  pleasing  to  me — but  his  death  pre- 
‘ vented  it. — I then  addressed  count  Botins** 

' who  was  pleased  to  do  me  the  honour  is  a- 
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h a Petition  enclosed,  drawn  in  a form  to 
presented  to  the  House,  in  which  letter  was 
itamed  u scandalous  offer  of  a sum  of  money 
be  paid  to  him,  upon  passing  such  an  act  of 
liament  as  was  desired  in  the  said  Petition : 
rich  Letter  being  read,  the  said  John  Quin, 
i ordered  to  be  sent  for  immediately  into  the 
tody  of  the  seijeant  at  arms,  and  was  after- 
ds  examined  touching  the  said  Letter, 
darch  13.  The  said  Mr.  Quin,  an  Irish  gen- 
nan,  put  up  a Petition  to  the  House.  “ Ac- 
wl edging  his  offence,  ns  being  committed  by 
through  inadvertency  and  ignorance,  being 
ranger,  and  unacquainted  with  the  method 
obtaining  acts  of  parliament,  and  begging 
don  of  Mr.  Speaker  and  the  House,  for  his 

unmend  me  to  my  lord  Townsbeud  and  Mr. 
’alpole,  who  have  both  as-ured  me  of  their 
vour ; and  Mr.  VValpule  several  months  ago 
Id  me  1 should  be  a commissioner  lor  the 
rfeited  estates,  and  has  often  been  pleased  to  I 
peat  the  same  thing  to  me,  till  lately,  when 
; told  me,  they  would  be  all  members  of  I 
e House  of  Commons.  I thereupon  desired 
at  I inijtht  be  named  by  him  for  Register, 
id  he  has  been  so  good  as  to  promise  roe  his 
tereit  in  it. — If  it  is  not  too  great  presump- 
in,  I would  humbly  beg  your  lordship’s  joint 
terest  with  that  of  Mr.  Solicitor-General  in 
y favour;  a kind  word  from  vour  lordship 
Mr.  Walpole,  and  my  lord  Townshend 
Mont  fail  of  success. — My  business,  for  se- 
.Tal  years,  has  been  wholly  conveyancing  in 
y chambers ; and  though  it  has  in  u man- 
?r  rendered  me  unfit  for  the  bar,  I presume 
will  the  lietter  qualify  me  for  that  service, 
atters  relating  to  the  titles  and  estates 
eraing  to  he  the  chief  business  of  that  com- 
ission.— If  I have  no  active  merit  in  writing 
e above  papers  in  defence  of  the  Protestant 
iccession  in  the  most  illustrious  House  of 
anover,  I assure  your  lordship  1 have  a 
eat  deal  of  passive  : for  my  being  known  to 
ive  written  them,  has  tun  ed  v*  rv  much  to 
y detriment  from  the  malice  of  the  Tories, 
n only  in  the  business  of  my  profession,  bur 
my  other  private  affaiis ; upon  which  head 
have  taken  some  freedom  with  Mr.Solicitor- 
eneral ; and  I hope  your  lordship,  who  op- 
sared  with  the  greatest  fortitude  at  the  head 
‘those  who  were  assertors  of  the  Succession 
■ the  most  illustrious  House  of  Hanover  at  a 
me  of  danger  in  the  late  reign,  will  think  it 
*rd  for  me,  though  a subaltern  in  the  same 
orious  cause,  to  he  a sufferer  on  that  ac- 
aint  in  this. — I humbly  beg  a thousand  par- 
ens for  this  presumption  ; and  that  I may 
*ve  the  honour  to  be,  my  lord,  drc. 

* W.  Moore/ 

B.  Any  person  doubtful  of  the  autlienticity 
of  the  above  Letter,  or  de-irous  of  see- 
ing the  original,  may  be  satisfied  by  ap- 
plying  to  the  printers  of  this  Magazine. 

n>e  above  Letter  and  the  Note  were  publish- 
iu  the  St.  James  s Magazine,  in  March  1774. 
Vol.  ri.  • 


offence  ; and  praying  to  be  discharged  out  of 
custody.”  Which  being  rend,  it  was  ordered, 
That  the  said  Quin  be  brought  upon  Monday 
morning  next  to  the  bur  of  the  House ; where 
having  upon  his  knees,  received  a reprimand 
from  the  Speaker,  he  was  ordered  oui  of  cus- 
tody paying  his  fees. 

Debate  m the  lards  on  the  State  of  the  Na- 
tion.] March  17.  The  Lords  taking  into  con- 
sideration the  State  of  the  Nation,  the  earls  of 
Wharton,  Nottingham,  and  Sunderland,  the 
lords  Cow  per,  Halifax,  and  some  othe  rs,  re- 
presented the  danger  that  threatened  the  Pro- 
testant Succession  by  reason  of  the  Pretender  s 
not  being  yet  removed  from  Lorrain,  aud  the  ill 
condition  the  affairs  of  Europe  were  left  in  by 
the  lute  treaties  of  Peace,  aud  moved,  that  Ad- 
dresses Le  piescnted  to  the  queen,  1.  u For  an 
Account  of  what  steps  had  been  taken  lor  re- 
moving the  Pretender  from  the  dominions  of 
the  duke  of  Lorrain,  and  what  answers  had 
been  given  by  that  duke.  2.  An  Account  of 
the  negotiations  of  Peace  : what  measures  had 
been  taken  to  render  the  Pence  universal ; 
and  what  obstructions  her  majesty  had  met 
with.  3.  An  Account  of  what  instances  had 
been  made  for  restoring  to  the  Catalans  their 
aucient  privileges,  and  all  letters  relating  there- 
to. 4.  An  Account  of  the  monies  granted  by 
parliament,  since  the  year  1710.  to  carry  on 
the  war  in  Spain  and  Portugal.”  These  Ad- 
dresses were  ordered  to  be  presented  to  the 
queen  without  any  opposition. 

But,  in  the  mean  time,  the  Lord  Treasurer 
moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a Bill  “ for  the  fur- 
ther security  of  the  Protestant  Succession,  by 
making  it  high-treason  to  bring  any  loreign 
troops  into  the  kingdom,”  which  greatly  sur- 
prised many  peers. 

The  Earl  of  Nottingham,  who  immediately 
perceiving  the  dangerous  consequence  of  that 
motion,  represented,  “ That  sucli  a bill  might 
be  turned  against  the  very  guarantees  of  the 
Protestant  Succession,  and  so  weaken  that 
happy  settlement,  for  the  security  of  which  the 
bill  was  pretended  to  be  designed.” 

The  Lord  Bolin  "broke  replied,  *•  He  doubted 
not,  but  the  noble  peer,  w ho  made  the  motion, 
meant  only  such  loreign  troops,  as  might  b« 
brought  into  the  kingdom  by  the  Pr<  tender  or 
his  adherents.  The  Lord  Treasurer  having  de- 
clared this  to  bo  the  meaning,  it  was  answered/ 
“ In  that  case  such  a bill  wns  altogether  unne- 
cessary, since  such  troops  were  either  open 
enemies,  if  foreigners,  or  traitors  and  rebels,  if 
natives.” 

The  Earl  of  Angletea  put  an  end  to  the  de- 
bate, with  saying,  “That  the  lord  who  made 
the  motion,  was  not  acquainted  with  the  methods 
of  proceeding  in  that  House;  for  every  peer 
has  the  privilege  of  bringing  in  what  hill  he 
thinks  fit ; that  the  Lord-1  reasurer’s  asking 
leave  for  it,  was  but  a compliment  to  the 
House ; and  therefore,  when  he  had  brought 
in  the  hill  it  would  be  then  a proper  time  to 
consider  of  it.”  So  the  motion  was  dropped. 

| The  tame  day  a noble  lord  rejected  on  the 
! 4 Q 
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liUbop  of  S.i rum’s  preface  to  his  Pastoral  Care ; 

1 mt , that  prelate  offering  to  viudicate  himself, 
i»  farther  notice  was  taken  of  it. 

Two  davs  alter,  in  a further  debate  on  the 
State  of  the  Nation,  several  Lords  spoke  agaiu 
in  favour  of  the  Catalan*,  and  insisted,  “ 'lhat 
the  House  ought  strictly  to  examine  how  that 
poor  people  came  to  be  abandoned,  after  they 
had  been  solicited  and  drawn  iu  to  declare  for 
the  emperor.” 

The  Karl  of  Anglesea,  seeing  the  ministry 
thus  attacked,  endeavoured  to  ward  oil  the 
blow,  by  saying,  “ That,  fur  his  owu  part,  lie 
was  one  of  the  first  that  appeared  against  the 
late1  ministers,  because  he  was  fully  convinced 
of  their  mal-adniinistmtion,  corruption,  ava- 
rice, and  unbounded  ambition.  That  he  would, 
iu  like  manner,  be  one  of  the  first  that  should 
attack  the  present  ministers,  if  he  thought  them 
guilty  of  the  same  faults.  But,  as  he  had  ob- 
served, it  was  merely  out  of  6pleen  and  envy, 
that  some  persons  were  for  inquiring  into  the 
conduct  of  patriots,  who  had  given  signal  proofs 
of  their  zeal  for  the  public  good,  he  was  of 
opinion,  that,  they  ought  to  examine  into  the 
conduct  both  of  the  late  and  present  ministers,  ( 
that  so,  by  comparing  one  with  tlye  other,  they 
might  sec,  which  had  committed  less  errors.*’  *; 

However,  the  \\  hig  Lords  pursued  their 
point,  and  iu  particular  took  notice  of  the  dan- 
ger, both  the  queen’s  person  and  the  Protestant 
Succession  were  in,  troin  the  great  number  of 
outlawed  jacobiles,  who  were  permitted  to 
come  over  from  beyond  sea;  and  complained 
of  the  favour  shewn  to  the  Pretender’s  friends, 
in  granting  Noli  Prosequi’*  to  persons  (mean- 
ing Daniel  de  Foe  among  others)  who  were 
under  prosecution  for  writing  against  the  Pro- 
testant Succession.  They  auimudverted  upon 
the  Debts  of  the  Navy  being  much  increased, 
though  nothing  had  been  done  at  sea  for  two 
or  three  years.  The  court-party  having  nothing 
to  say  to  these  particulars,  it  was  moved  and 
resolved  to  address  the  queeu,  that  she  would 
order  the  proper  officers  to  lay  before  the 
House.  1.  “ An  Account  of  the  Debts  and 
State  of  the  Navy.  2.  An  Account  of  Noli 
Prosequi’s  granted  since  her  accession  to  the 
throne.  And  3dly,  a List  of  Persons  outlaw- 
ed, attainted,  or  that  hud  borne  arms  in  the 
service  of  her  majesty’s,  or  the  late  king’s  ene- 
mies, who  had  got  licences  to  return  into  Great 
Britain,  or  other  her  majesty’s  dominions,  since 
the  year  1088." 

After  this,  upon  a motion  for  adjourning,  the 
Whig  lords  proposed  to  adjourn  only  to  the 
Monday  following.  Bur,  the  ministry  being 
highly  concerned  to  put  a stop  to  such  enquiries, 

The  Lord  Treasurer  represented, 14  'lhat  the 
solemnity  of  ihe  festival  of  Easter  approaching, 
the  next  week  ought,  according  to  the  primitive 
institution,  and  the  constant  practice  of  the 
church  of  England,  to  he  set  apart  for  works  of 
piety  and  therefore  moved  to  adjourn  to  the 
31st  of  March.  The  Treasurer  being  seconded 
by  the  lord  Trevor, 

The  Earl  of  Wharton  said,  u God  forbid  be 


should  oppose  that  noble  lord,  who  had  mr.* 
so  pious  and  religious  a motion  ; but  duu  be 
appealed  to  that  veuerable  bench  (pointi^;* 
the  bishops)  whether  humanity  and  charm  cr 
not  require  it  at  their  hands,  not  to  luse  out  r w 
meut  of  time,  in  addressing  her  majesty  m be- 
half of  the  distressed  Catalans,  who  wert  fr 
duced  to  such  an  extremity,  that  the  least  ik-  | 
lay  in  procuring  them  relief,  might  prove  ueu- 
ruin  forever.”  Then  it  was  resolved,  wiihari 
opposition,  to  present  the  Address ; and  Li* 
earl  of  Oxford’s  motion  for  adjourning  to  tic 
31st  of  March  was  carried  in  the  afimnaine 

It  is  observable,  the  Commons  having,  the 
day  before,  made  au  order  for  clearing  die  lk« 
of  ail  strangers,  uot  except  mg  the  peers,  it  «si 
moved  in  the  Lords’  House  to  make  the  i ike 
ordtr,  witnout  excepting  the  Commons:  b*n 
this  wan  opposed  by  the  duke  of  Argrle, 
said,  “ It  was  for  the  honour  of  lhat  augarfu- 
sembly  to  shew,  that  they  were  better  Iwed.uJ 
had  more  complaisance  than  the  Commotv.’ 

Debate  in  the  Lords  concerning,  tkt  Gj> 
/an*.]  The  Parliament  met  on  the  31«  « 
March.  The  chief  debates  were  in  the  Hoar 
of  Lords,  concerning  the  Catalans,  the  Proust- 
ant  Succession,  removal  of  the  Pretender  Odtd 
Lorrain,  and  the  late  Treaties.  The  piwa, 
which  had  been  addressed  for,  being  bid  U- 
fore  the  House,  those  relating  to  the  Cauls* 
were  read  on  the  2nd  of  April.  Then  the  cdi 
of  Wharton  and  Sunderland,  the  lords  Hakfc 
Cowper,  and  otliers,  represented,  44  Tb»:.  rfc 
crow  n of  Great  Britain  hav  ing  drawn  in  tht  Ca- 
talans to  declare  for  the  hou^e  of  Austria,  »-• 
engaged  to  support  them,  those  engMODcA 
ought  to  have  been  made  good.”  To  this 

The  Lord  Bolingbroke  ausw;ered,  44  That  the 
queen  had  used  all  her  endeavours  to  proof* 
to  the  Catalans  the  enjoyment  of  tbeir  anc-CJ 
liberties  and  privileges;  but  that,  after  ail,  6* 
engagements  she  was  entered  iuto,  subsisted 
longer  than  while  king  Charles  was  iaSpa^; 
hut  that  prince  being  advanced  to  the  impwo- 
dignity,  and  having  himself  abandoned  the  Ca- 
talans, she  could  do  no  more  than  interpoie  to 
good  offices  in  tbeir  behalf,  which  she  htd  a* 
l»een  wanting  to  do.”  To  this  it  was  itpkeC 
44  That  God  Almighty,  had  put  more  eteCBd 
means  into  her  majesty’s  bands.”  After  act 
other  speeches. 

The  Lord  Cowper  moved  for  an  Adtto  ts 
the  queen,  importing,  44  That,  her  endeavor 
for  preserving  to  the  Catalans  the  full  e»j*- 
ment  of  their  ancient  liberties,  having  pnml 
ineffectual,  tbeir  lordships  made  it  tbeir  hainU 
request,  that  she  would  continue  her  iolfrpw 
tion  in  the  most  pressing  manner  in  thru  be- 
half.” None  of  the  peers  opposed  this  nwuoe; 
only 

The  Lord  Chancellory  in  order  to  justify  ^ 
that  had  been  done  by  the  ministry,  said, “Tbit 
Address  would  be  more  grateful  to  hernia/*?* 
if  the  word  4 ineffectual’  was  left  out,  and  ii  they 
should  only  thankfully  acknowledge  her  nap- 
ty’s  endeavours  in  favour  of  the  Cattba*» 
which  was  agreed  to. 


ale 
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iddrcu  to  the  Queen  thereon .]  The  neit 
S the  Address  was  read  and  agreed  to,  as 
o»s: 

‘ We,  your  majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
jects,  the  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal  in 
liament  assembled,  having  taken  into  consi- 
ation,  the  several  papers  your  majesty  was 
st  graciously  pleased  to  order  to  be  laid  be- 
- this  House,  in  pursuance  of  our  humble 
dress,  of  the  17 it*  day  of  March  last,  that 
ir  majesty  would  be  pleased  to  order  nn  ac- 
mt  to  be  laid  before  this  House,  of  what  en- 
ivours  had  been  used,  that  the  Catalans 
:ht  have  the  full  enjoyment  of  their  ancient 
erties  and  privileges ; did  with  the  utmost 
ink  fulness  to  your  majesty,  and  satisfaction 
ourselves,  observe  the  repeated  and  earnest 
leavours  of  your  majesty,  for  preserving  to 
■ Catalans  the  full  enjoyment  of  all  their 
t and  ancient  liberties  ; and  that  although  it 
pears  hv  the  Treaty  of  Peace  with  Spain,  that 
? k«ng  of  Spain  has  hitherto  not  been  in- 
ced  to  agree  w ith  your  majesty's  interposition 
their  behalf,  but  insists  that  they  shall  come 
d*  r the  condition  of  his  subjects  of  Castile, 
fre  is  yet  room  for  your  majesty's  lurthcr  in- 
rpositiou,  for  securing  to  that  people  those 
>ertie«,  which  cannot  but  be  very  valuable  to 
cm:  We  do  therefore  moke  it  our  most  hum- 
e and  earnest  request  to  your  majesty,  that 
ur  majesty  would  be  graciously  pleased  to 
ntinue  your  interposition  in  the  must  pressing 
anner,  that  the  Catalans  may  have  the  full 
ijoyment  of  their  just  and  ancient  privileges 
•ntinued  to  them." 

The  Queen's  Ansirer.]  Her  majesty's  An- 
r*r  was  as  follows : 

“ My  Lords ; I heartily  thank  you  for  this 
ddress,  and  the  satisfaction  you  eipress  in 
>e  endeavours  I have  used  for  securing  the  Ca- 
dans  their  just  liberties.— At  the  time  I con- 
ned my  peace  with  Spain,  I resolved  to  con- 
oue  mv  interposition,  upon  every  proper  oc- 
wion,  for  obtaining  those  liberties,  and  to  pre- 
fat, if  possible,  the  misfortunes,  to  which  that 
*ople  are  exposed  by  the  conduct  of  those 
lore  nearly  concerned  to  help  them." 

Debate  in  the  Lordi,  on  the  State  of  the 
Nation.]  April  5.  The  Lords  taking  into  enu- 
meration the  State  of  the  Nation,  several 
veches  were  made  in  relation  to  the  dangers 
J which  all  Europe  in  general  was  left  exposed 
J the  late  Treaties  of  Peace,  and  which,  in 
articular,  threatened  the  Protestant  Succev 
•on.  To  this  purpose  the  Whig  lords  men* 
wed  the  countenance  and  favour  which  were 
ublicly  shewn  by  those  in  power  to  the  friends 
l^e  Pretender ; and  his  continuing  in  Lor- 


. ^?tne  time  before  the  parliament  met,  the 
oUowhig  Letter,  said  to  he  written  by  the  duke 
*’  Lnrrain,  was  handed  about,  first  in  rnanu- 
•enpt  and  afterwards  in  print : 

( * Madam,  We  could  not  be  more  surpriied 
•t  the  addresses  of  the  British  parliament  last 
•uuuiNr,  than  with  the  late  remonstrances  of 
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The  Earl  of  Sunderland  added,  44  That,  not- 
withstanding the  earnest  application  mude  last 
session  by  both  houses  to  her  majesty,  to  use 
her  utmost  endeavours  to  get  him  removed  from 
thence,  yet  he  was  assured  by  baron  Fostner, 
the  duke  of  Lorrain’s  minister,  some  weeks  be- 
fore his  departure,  that,  to  his  certain  know- 
ledge, no  instances  had  yet  been  made  io  hi« 
master  for  that  purpose." 

The  Lord  Bafongbroke  said,  44  He  wondered 
baron  Fostner  should  make  such  a d<  c n ration, 
since  he  himself  had  made  (hose  instances  to 
the  baron  in  the  queen’s  name." 

* your  majesty’s  minister  at  Utrecht,  in  reluiiou 
4 to  the  removal  of  the  chevalier  de  St.  George 
4 from  the  dominions  of  Lorrain.  Before 
4 we  would  absolutely  comply  with  the  request 
4 of  the  most  Christian  king  in  that  affair,  the 
4 profound  respect  w e have  for  your  quiet,  made 
4 us  apprehensive  of  giving  the  least  uneasiness 
4 to  your  majesty.  But  when  we  were  assured, 
4 on  the  contrary,  that  this  expedient  would  be 
4 highly  agreeable  to  all  sides,  as  the  only  meant 
4 to  remove  one  of  the  chief  obstacles  to  the 
4 general  peace  of  Europe,  so  much  wanted  and 

* de-ired  : proud  of  so  great  an  honour  w# 
4 could  no  longer  refrain  from  opening  our 
4 arms,  to  receive  a prince,  the  most  nccom- 
4 plished,  the  most  virtuous,  and  most  amiable 
4 of  human  race,  who  only  wants  to  be  seen 
4 to  be  admired,  and  kuown  to  be  almost 
4 adored  : whose  magnanimity,  in  hi9 sufferings, 
4 renders  him  worthy  his  high  birth  ; besides 
4 his  other  great  and  commendable  qualities 
4 which  confess  the  royal  blood  Uiat  Bows  in  his 
4 veins. — We  tberefme  hope  your  majesty,  and 
4 the  British  nation,  will  not  take  in  ill  part,  that 
4 we  eannot  comply  with  a demand  so  mconsis- 
4 tent  with  our  own  honour,  and  the  laws  of 
‘ hospitality  ; that,  alter  our  protection  onCe 
4 given,  we  should  voluntarily  abandon,  to  the 
4 rage  of  his  enemies,  an  innocent,  distressed 
4 prince,  who  know  s no  crime,  but  being  horu 
4 the  last  heir  male  to  that  illustrious  latniiy, 

* which,  for  several  ages,  has  given  so  many 
4 great  ntonarchs  to  the  world,  amongst  ihc  rest 
4 your  majesty,  of  whose  heroic  virtues  he  is  a 
1 happy  imitator ; and  whose  conspicuous  ami 
4 great  actions  have  reflected  as  much  lustre,  as 
4 you  have  received  from  your  noble  nod  truly 
4 royul  progenitors.  That  God  Almighty  would 
4 take  your  majesty  into  his  holy  protection, 
4 is  the  ardent  wish  of,  madam,  your  majesty’s, 
4 &c.' 

44  The  Whigs  and  the  Jacobites  were  equally 
industrious  in  dispersing  copies  of  the  duke’s 
Letter,  which  contained  ample  testimonies  of 
the  virtues  and  amiable  character  of  the  Cheva- 
lier. The  former  believed  it  io  I e well  calcu- 
lated for  convincing  the  nation  of  (lie  insincerity 
of  the  court,  tuid  the  danger  of  the  Protestant 
Succession  ; the  latter  hoped  that  it  would  pro- 
mote an  esteem  for  the  character  of  the  suc- 
cessor whom  they  favoured."  History  of  the 
1st  and  2nd  Session  of  the  Lust  i\uluuu«nt# 
p.  32. 
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The  Lord  Halifax  confirmed  what  the  earl 
of  Sunderland  had  advanced,  saying  * baron 
Fostner  had  told  him  «s  much  but  four  days 
before  ; so  that  the  lord  Bolinhroke  must  he 
mistaken,  at  least,  in  point  of  chronology.’ 
The  earl  of  Wharton  having  urged  the  dangers, 
which  threatened  the  nation,  and  the  Protestant 
Succession  from  the  mal-udininistratinn  of  af- 
fairs, a question  was  proposed, 1 Whether  the 
Protestant  Succession  was  in  danger  under  the 
present  administration  V The  court  lords,  who 
nad  a mind  to  screen  the  ministry  under  the 
queen’s  name,  insisted,  that  the  last  words  of 
tiie  question  should  be,  * under  her  majesty’s 
administration  ?’  The  Whig  lords  alledgcd, 
That  the  queen  ought  not  to  be  mentioned  in 
a question,  that  did  not  at  all  concern  her  ma- 
jesty : for,  by  our  constitution,  the  sovereign 
can  do  no  wrong ; and,  if  any  thing  be  done 
amiss,  the  ministers  alone  are  accountable  lor 
it.’  But  it  svas  urged,  4 That  the  queen  hav- 
ing, in  her  speech  from  the  throne,  taken  notice 
of  the  insinuations,  that  the  Protestant  Suc- 
cession was  in  danger  under  her  government ; 
the  question  ought  to  be  taken  in  her  majesty’s 
expressions  about  the  same  subject.' 

The  Protestant  Succession  voted  out  of  Dan- 
ger.] This  being  agreed  to,  the  question  was 
warmly  debated  from  two  in  the  afternoon,  till 
9 o’clock  in  the  evening,  when  the  Protestant 
Succession  was  v&ted  out  of  danger  by  a ma- 
jority of  Invoices  only,  76  against  64.  The 
most  remarkable  circumstance  of  this  de- 
bate was,  that  the  archbishop  of  York  and  the 
earl  of  Auglesea  spoke  and  voted  with  the 
Whig  lords,  which  added  great  strength  to  that 
aide;  the  archbishop  drawing  after  him  the 
whole  bench  of  bishops,  three  courtiers  only 
excepted  ; and  the  other  being  followed  by  the 
earls  of  Abingdon  and  Jersey,  the  lords  Ash- 
burnimnl  and  Carteret,  nod  some  other  tem- 
poral peers,  who,  like  the  bird  Anglesea,  had, 
upon  most  occasions,  voted  for  the  court  lords  ; 
so  that  the  victory,  now  gained,  was  owing  to 
the  Scots  peers,  or  to  the  late  creation.  And 
it  was  the  general  opinion,  that  this  seeming 
advantage  was  in  reality  a kind  of  defeat. 

The  Earl  of  Anglesra’s  speech  upon  this  oc- 
casion, was  much  taken  notice  of : He  said, 
among  other  things,  That,  when  he  came  into 
the  House,  he  thought  indeed  the  Protestant 
Succession  to  be  still  in  danger  on  the  part  of 
France,  whose  interest  it  was  to  restore  the 
Pretender  : But  that,  after  he  had  heard  what 
so  many  noble  members  of  that  august  assem- 
bly, persons  of  undoubted  honour  and  probity, 
had  a Hedged  against  the  ministers,  and  no  an- 
swer offered  to  confute  it,  either  by  the  minis- 
ters themselves,  or  their  friends,  he  could  not 
but  believe  the  Succession  to  be  in  danger  under 
such  an  administration.  He  afterwards  en- 
deavoured to  clear  himself,  ns  to  the  share  hr 
had  in  some  late  transactions : I own  (said  h e; 

I gave  my  assent  to  the  cessation  of  arms,  for 
which  I take  shame  to  myself,  and  ask  God, 
my  country,  and  my  conscience  pardon.  But, 
however,  this  fault  I did  not  commit  till  that 
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noble  lord  (turning  towards  the  Lord-Treasre  I 
had  assured  the  council,  that  the  Peace  | 
be  glorious  and  advantageous  both  to  ber  su- 
jesty  and  her  allies.  Adding,  that,  as  tit 
honour  of  his  sovereign,  and  the  good  of  b 
country,  were  the  rule  of  his  actions,  so  be  hi 
no  respect  of  persons ; and  if  he  found  hi*** 
imposed  upon,  he  durst  pursue  an  evil  uuBStr, 
from  the  queen’s  closet  to  the  Tower,  aod  tm 
the  Tower  to  the  scaffold.’ 

The  Lord  Treasurer , against  whom  this  m 
levelled,  said,  “ That  the  Peace  was  a*  glof*** 
and  advantageous,  as  could  be  expected,  coo- 
sidering  tbe  necessity  of  affairs,  andtks*- 
tradiction  the  queen’s  ministers  bad  met*i&, 
both  at  home  and  abroad.”  Several  boh  re- 
plied, That  no  ministers  ever  had  it  latkex 
power  to  make  so  honourable  and  advantage- 
ous a peace,  as  the  queen's  minister*  had. 

The  Duke  of  Argyle  in  particular  adied, 
“That  he  had  lately  crossed  the  kingdoso 
France,  both  in  going  to,  and  returning  wa 
Minorca.  That  it  was  indeed  one  of  tbe  foe* 
countries  in  the  universe,  but  that  there  wrre 
marks  of  a general  desolation  in  all  die  pho* 
through  which  he  passed.  That  be  fcudnl 
40  miles  together  without  meeting  a nan  ; 
carry  arms  : that  the  rest  of  the  people  were  - 
tlie  utmost  misery  ami  want ; and  tberefbrt  tt 
did  not  apprehend  what  necessity  there  msu 
conclude  a Peace  so  precipitately  with  a proxt 
whose  dominions  were  so  exhausted  of  •« 
money  and  provisions.”  As  to  the  question  nt* 
under  debate  he  said,  u he  firmly  believed t» 
succession  in  the  electoral  House  ot  Hanover  ts 
he  in  danger  from  the  present  ministers  a*35 
he  durst  charge  with  mal-ndministraiion,  bor 
within  those  walls,  and  without : that  he  kuc* 
and  offered  to  prove,  that  tbe  Dird-Treas^c 
had  yearly  remitted  four  thousand  pounds  t 
the  highland  clans  of  Scotland,  who 
known  to  be  inti  rely  devoted  to  tbe  Piptntf*’- 
in  order  to  keep  them  under  discipline, 
ready  for  any  attempt  : that,  on  tbe  other  tm 
I the  new-niodeliing  of  the  army,  by  disband'^ 
some  regiments  out  of  their  turn,  aodbyte 
I moving  from  their  employments  a vast  nuo»r*3 
of  officers  merel  v upon  account  of  their  kno*s 
1 affection  to  the  House  of  Hanover,  werecktf 
! indications  of  the  designs  in  hand:  thai  n 
a disgrace  to  the  nation,  to  see  men,  nkobd 
never  looked  an  enemy  in  the  face,  advance* » 
the  posts  of  several  brave  officers,  who, 
they  had  often  exposed  their  lives  for  thor 
country,  were  now  starving  in  prison  forded 
fur  want  of  their  pay.” 

The  Lord  Treasurer , laying  his  hand  opw 
his  breast,  said, 14  He  had,  on  so  many  occas*^ 
given  such  signul  proofs  of  bis  affection  to  the 
Protestant  Succession,  that  he  was  sort  81 
member  of  that  augu*t  assembly  did  all  n D 
question.  That  he  owned  he  bad  remitted, 
two  or  three  years  past,  3,800/.  to  tbe  bit** 
land  clans ; but  that  lie  hoped  tbe  Ho»* 
would  give  him  an  opportunity  to  de*rt*» 
conduct  as  to  that  point.  And  as  for  tfo^ 
formed  officers,  lie  had  given  ©rdcre  they 
forthwith  be  paid,’ 
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The  Lord  Ashburnham , who  had  lately  been 
ivauced  to  the  command  of  a troop  of  life 
iards,  thinking  himself  reflected  on  by  some 
ipressiou*  which  had  dropped  from  the  duke 
i Argyle,  took  that  occasiou  to  say,  “ That 
le  queen  had  no  better  nor  a more  loyal  sub- 
let than  himself;  but  that  at  the  same  time 
t was  ready  to  spill  every  drop  of  his  blood, 
id  spend  all  his  fortune  for  the  security  of  the 
rotestant  Succession." 

Debate  about  the  Removal  qf  the  Pretender 
it  of  Lorrainf\  '1  hough,  after  some  other 
leeches,  the  Protestant  Succession  was  voted 
at  of  danger  as  the  court-party  desired,  yet. 
The  Lord  Halifax,  in  order  to  put  their 
rafessions  of  affection  to  the  Protestant  Suc- 
-ssor  to  the  test,  moved,  * That  an  Address  be 
resented  to  the  queen,  that  she  would  renew 
er  instances  for  the  speedy  removing  the  Pre- 
‘oderout  of  Lorraiu  ; and  that  site  would,  in 
injunction  with  the  States-Gcneral,  euter 
ito  the  guaranty  of  the  Protestant  Succession 
i the  House  of  Hanover  ; and  also  with  such 
tber  princes,  as  she  should  think  proper." 

The  Earl  of  Wharton  moved  that,  in  the 
nidi  ess,  “ Her  majesty  might  be  desired  to 
•sue  out  a proclamation,  promising  a reward  to 
ny  person  who  should  apprehend  the  Pre- 
euder,  dead  or  alive 

The  Duke  of  Rollon , also  moved,  “ That 
he  reward  might  be  suitable  to  the  im- 
portance of  that  service.”  Nothing  was 
nid  in  opposition  to  these  motions  ; but,  it 
*ing  late,  some  members  cried,  ‘ Adjourn, 
djuuni/  But  the  other  side  culling  for  the 
ueition,  it  was  unanimously  resolved,  that  the 
Address  should  be  presented. 

Before  this  debate  came  on,  the  Lord  North 
nd  Grey  moved,  that  all  the  strangers  that 
‘ere  in  the  House  should  withdraw  ; upon 
vhich  the  enrJ  of  Wharton  desired  that  they 
night  be  permitted  to-  stay  ; and  he  was  se- 
conded by  the  duke  of  Argyle.  But,  the  lord 
'ho  made  the  motion,  insisting  upon  it,  all 
trangers  were  obliged  to  withdraw,  except 
»aron  Schutz,  envoy  from  Hanover,  whose 
Unding  behind  the  throne  among  the  peers 
ons  was  connived  at. 


* u Upon  the  motion  for  addressing  herma- 
esty  to  offer  a premium  for  apprehending  the 
‘rttendcr,  it  was  proposed  by  the  earl  of 
»V  harton,  to  add  the  words,  **  tvhether  dead  or 
dive  ;”  and  this  barbarous  idea  was  espoused 
iy  v»ine  of  the  most  respectable  names  in  the 
whig  L^t,  but,  for  the  honour  of  the  legisla- 
te, rejected  by  a great  majority  with  that 
txhgnaiion  which  it  justly  merited.  Attending 

o these  circumstances,  wc  are  not  sui  prized 
tat  the  queen  deviated  from  her  ordinary 
'espect  to  official  ceremony,  and  answered  the 
ords  in  terms  expressive  of  her  uut-asiness  ami 
displeasure.  She  said, i%  that  she  did  not  see 
any  occasion  for  such  a proclamation  ; that 
it  would  strengthen  the  Succession  of  tiie  House 
ot  Hanover  and  her  own  government,  if  an  end 
ms  put  to  these  groundless  fears.”  Somerville. 


April  8.  When  the  Address  agniost  the 
Pretender  was  reported  by  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  draw  it, 

The  Lord  North  and  Grey  made  a long 
speech,  “ Wherein  he  endeavoured  to  shew  the 
barbarity  of  setting  a reward  upon  any  body’s 
head;  which,  he  said,  was  an  encouraging  of 
muider  and  assassination  ; and  how  repugnant 
such  a practice  w as  to  Christianity,  the  law  of 
nature,  and  the  laws  of  all  civilized  nations." 
To  which  purpose  he  quoted  some  pns3agep 
out  of  Grotius,  Puffendorf,  and  other  civilians. 
He  represented  in  paiticular,  “ how  inconsistent 
such  a proceeding  was  with  the  honour  and  dig- 
nity of  so  august  an  assembly  in  a nation  and 
government,  famed  for  lenity  and  clemency 
and  in  conclusion  said,  “ No  man  either  had 
more  respect  and  affection  for  the  illustrious 
house  of  Hanover,  or  would  do  more  to  serve 
them,  than  himself : but  that  they  must  excuse 
him,  if  he  would  not  venture  damnation  for 
them.” 

The  Lord  Trevor , said,  11  What  that  noble 
peer  had  spoke,  was  sufficient  to  shew,  howr 
inconsistent  such  a proceeding  was  with 
Christianity,  and  the  civil  Jaw ; and  therefore 
he  would  confine  himself  to  our  own  laws  ; 
and,  if  he  knew  or  understood  any  thing  of 
these,  he  »us  confidr  nt,  they  were  no  less 
opposite  to  such  proceedings  than  the  civil 
law.  He  knew,  he  did  not  speak  there  as 
a,  lawyer  or  judge,  hut  as  a peer.  But  he  was 
so  fully  satisth  d of our  law  discoumennitcing  all 
such  proceedings,  that,  if  ever  any  such  case 
should  come  before  him  as  a judge,  he  would 
think  him«e)f  bound  in  justice,  honour,  and 
conscience  to  condemn  such  an  auun  as 
murder  ; and  therefore  he  hoped,  the  Mipreme 
court  of  judicature  in  Englaud,  and  the  most 
august  tribunal  in  the  universe,  would  not 
make  a precedent  for  encouraging  assassina- 
tion ;"  concluding  that  it  was  suriic  icnt,  and 
tin  re  fore  he  moved,  “ 1.  That  the  reward 
should  be  for  apprehendiug  and  bringing  the 
Pretender  to  justice  in  case  he  should  land,  or 
attempt  to  land  either  in  Great  Britain  or  Ire- 
land. 2.  That  her  maje?iy  issup  her  royal 
proclamation  whenever,  inner  great  wisdom, 
she  should  judge  it  necessary."  The  lortfs 
Cowper  and  Halifax  said,  “ That  such  a pro- 
ceeding, as  repugnant  as  it  might  be  to  the 
preceipts  of  Christianity,  was  yet  warranted  by 
the  practice  of  the  old  Romans,  of  the  most 
civilized  nations  in  Europe,  and  of  our  nation. 
I or,  w ithout  recurring  to  remoter  instances,  wye 
had  the  example  of  king  James  the  2nd,  ‘who 
set  a price  on  the  head  of  his  own  nephew,  the 
duke  of  Monumuth.”  But  these  two  lords  were 
but  weakly  supported  by  their  own  party  ; and 
the  carl  of  Angle  sea  and  lords  Ashburnham, 
Carteret,  and  Orrery,  who,  three  days  before, 
had  left  the  court  party,  having  approved  the 
lord  Trevor’s  motion,  and  most  of  the  bishops 
w ho  were  agniust  such  an  Address,  bring  absent 
from  the  House,  these  mitigations  were,  upon 
a division,  carried  by  a majority  of  ten  voices. 

Vote t against  Persons  outlaued , Papists  and 
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liken.']  The  same  day,  upon  a motion  made  by  I 
the  lord  Halifax,  the  Lords  resoived  to  present  j 
another  Address  to  the  queen,  “ That  she 
would  issue  out  a proclamation  against  oil 
Jesuits,  popish  priests,  and  bishops ; as  also 
against  all  such,  as  bore  arms  against  the  late 
king  William  and  queen  Mary  or  her  present 
majesty.”  Upon  this  occasion,  some  severe 
reflections  were  made  against  those  persons, 
who,  being  outlawed  for  adhering  to  the  late 
king  James  and  the  Pieteuder,  had  the  assur- 
ance, and  were  encouraged,  not  only  to  come 
over  but  even  to  appear  here  with  a public 
character.  The  earl  of  Anglesea  said,  on  this 
occasion,  “ That  for  his  own  part,  he  was 
against  widening  our  domestic  divisions,  by 
keeping  up  odious  distinctions ; and  therefore, 
if  they,  who  were  born  her  mnjesty’s  subjects, 
and  had  been  in  arms  against  their  country, 
were  sensible  of  their  fault,  and  inclined  to 
return  to  their  bounden  allegiance,  they  ought 
in  his  opinion  to  open  the  door  for  them  to 
come  in.”  But  the  House  had  other  thoughts 
of  the  matter,  and  the  next  day  resolved,  “ 1. 
That  no  person,  not  included  in  the  articles  of 
Limerick,  and  who  had  borne  amis  in  France 
or  Spain,  should  he  capable  of  any  employ- 
ment civil  or  military.  2.  That  no  person, 
who  is  a natural  born  subject  of  her  majesty, 
should  be  capable  of  sustaining  the  character  of 
public  minister  from  any  foreign  potentate.” 
These  Resolutions  were  made  with  a view  to 
sir  Patrick  Lawless,  who,  having  been  the 
Pretender's  envoy  at  the  court  of  Madrid,  had 
come  over  with  a credential  letter  from  kiug 
Philip.  But,  upon  the  noise,  which  his  being 
here  made  in  both  Houses  of  parliament,  he 
thought  fit  to  go  to  Holland. 

The  Ix)rd  Treasurer's  Conduct  in  remitting 
Money  to  the  Highlanders  approved.]  As  a re- 
flection had  been  made  against  the  Treasurer, 
for  remitting  yearly  about  4,000/.  to  the  clans 
of  Scotland,  as  if  that  sum  were  designed  to 
keep  in  heart  and  discipline  the  Pretender’s 
friends,  the  lord  Townshend  moved  for  taking 
that  affair  into  consideration.  The  duke  of 
Argvle  represented,  u That,  the  Scot3  high- 
landers being,  for  the  most  part,  either  rank 
papists,  or  declared  Jacobites,  the  giving  them 
pensions  was,  in  effect,  keeping  up  popish 
seminaries,  and  fomenting  rebellion.”  In  an- 
swer to  this,  the  Treasurer  nliedged,  “ That  in 
this  particular  he  had  but  followed  the  example 
of  the  late  king  William,  who,  after  he  had 
reduced  the  highlanders,  thought  fit  to  allow 
yearly  pensions  to  the  heads  of  the  clans,  in 
order  to  keep  them  quiet ; and,  if  the  present 
ministry  could  be  charged  with  any  mismanage- 
ment on  that  article,  it  was  only  for  retrenching 
part  of  that  hush  money.”  N othing  being  alleged 
against  this  apology,  the  lord  North  and  Grey 
made  a motion  for  returning  the  Treasurer  the 
thanks  of  the  House  for  his  good  services. 
But  the  lord  Bolingbroke,  to  put  it  off,  said, 
“ He  was  persuaded  the  Treasurer  was  con- 
tented with  the  testimony  of  his  own  con- 
science, and  desired  ho  further  satisfaction, 


than  to  have  his  conduct  approved  b 
that  august  assembly.”  Winch  was  according 
done.  Upon  this  unsuccessful  attempt  spa 
the  Treasurer,  the  lord  North  and  Grey  sad, 
with  an  air  of  triumph,  “That,  having  by  tbs 
time,  removed  all  fears  and  jealousies  abet 
Popery  and  the  Pretender,  he  hoped  the  ene- 
mies of  the  ministry  would  now  speedily  produr? 
all  the  objections  th  ey  had  against  their  con- 
duct and  moved,  that  n day  might  be  a;p:s:- 
ed  for  taking  into  consideration  the  State  of 
the  Nation,  with  regard  to  the  Treaties  of  Pew 
and  Commerce.  He  was  seconded  by  the  earf 
of  Clarendon  ; and  then  the  Home  adjooraed 
to  the  13th,  bur,  the  day  before,  the  londchrs- 
cellor,  attended  only  by  tbe  Whig  lords,  pt* 
sented  their  Address  against  the  Pretender. 

The  Lords ’ Address  against  the  Prttesict) 
The  Address  was  as  follows : 

« vVe  your  majesty's  most  dutifal  and  bn! 
subjects,  the  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal  in  per- 
Hament  assembled,  haring  a just  andterik 
concern  for  your  majesty,  and  our  country,  tad 
being  encouraged  by  that  zeal  your  majesty  hu 
so  often  expressed  from  the  throne,  fad* 
Protestant  Succession  in  the  illustrious  Hot* 
of  Hanover,  do  now  presume  to  renev  «r 
most  humble  application  to  your  majesty,  W 
a subject  so  agreeable  to  you,  as  this*bc£  s 
nearest  your  own  royal  heart,  and  do  Hob“» 
beseech  your  majesty,  that  whenever  yes 
majesty,  in  your  great  wisdom,  shall  jwfr 
it  necessary,  you  will  be  graciously  pit**’ 
to  issue  your  royal  proclamation,  pn»is*f 
a reward  to  any  person,  who  shall  app** 
hend  nnd  bring  the  Pretender  to  jasece, » 
case  he  shall  land,  or  attempt  to  land, either 
in  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  suitable  to  the  im- 
portance of  that  service,  for  the  safety  of  ffl® 
majesty’s  person,  and  the  security  of  tbe 
testant  Succession  in  the  House  of  Haoovtr.- 
We  also  desire  leave  to  express  oar  emt  con- 
cern, that  your  majesty’s  instances,  for  rr»0T:r£ 
the  Pretender  out  of  Lorrain,  have  not  yet  ^ 
their  effect ; and  do  humbly  intreat  your 
ty,  that  Vou  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  fa** 
upon,  and  renew  your  instances  for  the  sp***? 
removiug  the  Pretender  out  of  Lorrain;*^1 
likewise,  that  your  majesty  will  be  grarioc*! 
pleased,  in  conjunction  with  the  States-Genenl 
to  desire  the  emperor  to  enter  into  tbe 
ty  of  the  Protestant  Succession  in  tbe  H '• 
Hanover,  and  also  all  such  other  prince*,  ** 
your  majesty  shall  think  proper.” 

The  Queen's  Answer.]  Tbe  Queen  ptc 
Answer : 

“ My  Lords  ; It  would  be  a real  strength- 
ening to  the  Succession  in  the  House  of 
ver,  as  well  as  a support  to  my  governor 
that  an  end  were  put  to  those  groundless  ff*rt 
and  jealousies,  which  hare  been  so  industry 
ly  promoted. — I do  not,  at  this  time,  see 
occasion  for  such  a proclamation. 

I judge  it  to  be  necessary,  I shall give  my  of”rt 
for  having  one  issued. — As  to  the  other  p^* 
ticulars  of  this  Address,  I will  give  proper £* 
rections  thereie.” 
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Demand  of  King  James's  Queen  delivered  in 
hunccry .]  This  Answer  revived  the  hopes  of 
ie  I'reieudt  r’s  friends,  who,  before  the  warm 
)C(ches  against  him  in  both  I louses,  were  so  elnt- 
i and  secure  of  protection,  that,  towards  the 
id  of  March,  an  agent  of  Ling  James's  queen 
iered  to  hie  a bill  in  Chancery  of  050,000/.  due 
» her  by  the  crown  of  England,  for  the  dowry 
50,000/.  per  annum  since  the  death  of  James 
But,  the  agent  having  iu  the  bill  given 
:r  the  title  of  Quecn-uiolher,  the  officer  re- 
sed  to  tile  it ; upon  winch  the  agent  changed 
ie  title,  and  presented  it  in  the  name  of  * the 
tost  illustrious  princess  Maria,  relict  of  James 
ie  2nd,  king  of  England.’  Though  no  notice 
as  taken  of  this  formal  demand,  yet,  pursuant 
t a private  agreement  made  in  France  by  the 
rd  Bolingbroke,  about  50,000/.  were  remitted 
utlier  for  her  use. 

Huron  Schulz  demands  a Writ  for  the 
)uke  if  Cambridge.]  The  day,  the  Address 
gainst  the  Pretender  was  presented,  an  ind- 
ent happened,  which,  as  soon  as  known, 
irew  the  ministers  into  the  utmost  confusion. 

<n  the  10t!i  of  April,  most  of  the  Whig  lords 
eld  a consultation  at  the  lord  Halifax’s,  to 
hich  baron  Schutz,  envoy  from  the  elector 
1 lianover,  was  admitted.  It  was  refcnlved, 
ursuant  either  to  the  orders,  Schutz  had  re- 
eived  from  his  court,  or  to  the  discretionary 
ower,  which  was  lodged  with  some  of  these 
ird=>,  that  the  envoy  should  take  the  first  op- 
ortunity  to  demand  a writ  for  the  Electoral 
'rince  to  sit  in  the  House  of  Peers,  as  duke 
f Cambridge.  Accordingly  on  the  12th  of 
ipril,  baron  Schutz  made  a visit  to  the  Lord 
'hancellor,aud  among  other  civilities,  ack turn- 
'd ged  the  affection,  he  had  shewn,  on  several 
ccasions,  to  the  most  serene  Electoral  House 
f Il.mover.  The  Lord  Chancellor  told  hitu, 
He  was  extremely  sensible  of  the  honour  he 
id  him  by  his  visit  and  compliment ; and  de- 
ired  him  to  assure  the  elector,  of  his  iotire  de- 
otion  to  his  tervice  ; hoping  his  electoral  high- 
ess  gave  no  credit  to  the  false  reports,  that 
ere  industriously  spread  abroad,  in  order  to 
ire  him  jealousies  of  her  majesty's  ministers.’ 
he  baron  answered,  he  would  not  fail  discharge 
;ig  so  agreeable  a commission  : but  he  had  a 
iv  our  to  ask  him,  in  the  name  of  the  Electoral 
’rince,  that  his  lordship  would  be  pleased  to 
(lake  out  a Writ  for  his  sitting  in  tlie  House  of 
’eers,  as  duke  of  Cambridge.  The  Lord  Chan- 
cellor surprized  at  this  unexpected  demand, 
old  the  baron, 1 It  was  not  usual  to  make  out 
Afrits  for  peers,  who  were  out  of  the  kingdom. 
Iowever,  he  would  forthwith  apply  to  her  ina- 
esty  for  directions  iu  this  case.  The  Baron 
inswered,  * He  did  not  doubt,  his  lordship  knew, 
uid  would  perform  the  duty  of  his  office.  But,  os 

0 the  objection  of  the  duke  of  Cambridge’s 
jeingout  of  the  kingdom,  he  would  assure  him, 
his  Electoral  Highness  had  resolved  to  come  over 
rery  speedily,  and  perhaps  might  be  landed 
before  the  Writ  was  made  out.’  Upon  tiiis, 
the  Baron  taking  his  leave,  the  Chancellor  de- 

1 red  him  to  remember,  * He  did  nut  refuse  bis 


demand,  but  only  thought  it  proper  to  acquaint 
the  queen  with  it ; which  he  would  do  immedi- 
ately.* To  this  the  Baron  answered,  ‘ He  likewise 
desired  his  lordship  to  remember,  that  he  ap- 
plied himself  to  him  for  the  duke  of  Cambridge's 
Writ/  The  Chancellor  1 laving  the  same  eve- 
ning acquainted  the  queen  and  her  chief  mi- 
nisters, with  these  postages,  a council  was  im- 
mediately called  ; and,  having  sat  from  nine 
o’clock  till  afier  eleven,  it  was  resolved  1 That 
the  Lord  Chancellor  should  make  out  a writ 
for  the  duke  of  Cambridge/  This  trans- 
action, which,  the  next  morning,  was  first 
whispered  about  in  the  court  of  requests,  cast  a 
sudden  damp  on  the  spirits  of  the  open  and 
secret  friends  of  the  Pretender.  It  was  then 
a question,  whether,  baron  Schutz  had  made 
that  demand  by  express  directions  from  liii 
master  or  only  by  the  advice  of  some  Whig  lords. 
But  it  is  certain,  the  queen  took  so  ill  the  ba- 
ron’s applying  himself  to  the  Chancellor,  before 
he  acquainted  her  with  his  orders,  that  she 
sent  the  master  of  the  ceremonies  to  forbid 
him  the  court.  Two  days  after  a messenger 
was  dispatched  to  Mr.  Thomas  Harley,  at  the 
court  of  Ilunover,  with  instructions  relating 
to  the  new  scene  opened  by  baron  Schutz ; 
who,  about  a week  after,  thought  fit  to  return 
to  Hanover,  having  left  with  resident  Kreyen- 
berg  a letter  to  Mr.Broudey,  telling  him,  * That 
having  had  the  misfortune  to  incur  her  majes- 
ty's displeasure,  and  being  thereby  rendered 
incapable  of  serving  his  master  any  longer  in 
this  court,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  return  home. 
Kreyonberg  delivered  this  letter  to  Mr.  Secre- 
tary Bromley,  who  told  him,  1 That  either  he, 
or  any  other  minister,  whom  the  elector  of 
Hanover  would  please  to  send  over,  would  be 
well  received  by  her  majesty/  This  affair  oc 
casioned  various  conjectures  : and  as,  Schutz’s 
declaration  of  the  duke  of  Cambridge’s  inten- 
tion suddenly  to  come  over  alarmed  the  Pre- 
tender’s adherents,  so  it  raised  the  spirits  of  the 
well  affected  to  the  House  of  Hanover.  What 
was  the  sense  of  the  courtiers  about  the  duke 
of  Cambridge’s  coming  over,  and  the  present 
juncture  of  affairs,  tnay  be  gathered  from  some 
remarkable  passages  in  a pamphlet  published 
about  this  time  with  the  tide  of  * Hannibal 
not  at  our  Gates;  or  an  Inquiry  into  the  ground 
of  our  present  fears  of  Popery  and  the  Preten- 
der / of  which  one  of  the  principal  writers  of 
the  Examiner  was  suspected  to  be  the  author. 
In  this  pamphlet,  it  was,  among  other  things, 
ironically  iusinuated,  1 That  a certain  gentle- 
man was  gone  to  Hanover  to  bamboozle/  And 
indeed  it  was  the  general  opinion  that  Mr. 
Harley,  who  arrived  at  Hanover  on  the  very 
day  bnron  Schutz  demanded  the  writ,  w as  sent 
only  to  amuse  that  court  with  professions  of 
the  treasurer’s  and  all  his  friends  devotion  to 
the  electoral  family  ; aud  (it  is  said)  as  a proof 
of  that  devotion,  with  the  very  original  of  a let- 
ter, the  queen  had  writ  with  her  own  hand  to 
the  Pretender.  But,  as  the  subject  of  Mr. 
Harley’s  last  embassy  is  still  a secret,  no  stress 
can  be  laid  on  the  various  conjectures,  it  oc- 
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casioned.  It  may  only  be  observed,  he  met 
with  a cold  reception  at  Hanover,  and  making 
no  long  stay  there,  came  back  to  London  on  the 
25tli  of  May.  It  may  likewise  be  remarked, 
that  upon  the  first  surprize  of  baron  Schutz  de- 
manding the  writ  for  ihe  duke  of  Cambridge, 
the  lord  Paget,  who  was  named  envoy  extraor- 
dinary to  the  court  of  H. mover,  he  declined 
that  employment  in  so  critical  a juncture  ; and 
the  earl  of  Clarendon  was  afterwards  up- 
pointed. 

Resolution  Jar  a second  Address  about  the  Pre- 
tender] The  Lord-I  bnncellor  hiving  oo  the 
13th  reported  to  the  House  of  Peers  thu  queen’s 
Answer  to  the  Address  against  the  Pretender, 
some  expressions  in  udid  not  plea>e  the  Whig 
lords,  who  moved  for  another  Address  to  re- 
turn her  majesty  thanks  for  her  Answer:  and 
containing  the  grounds  and  reasons  of  their  for- 
mer Address.  The  court-lords,  foreseeing,  that 
if  such  an  Address  was  carried,  the  prevailing 
party  might  advance  to  more  vigorous  resoln- 
tion»,  strenuously  insisted  not  to  enter  into 
ungrateful  particulars,  but  to  confine  them- 
selves to  expressions  in  the  queen’s  Answer. 
An  order  for  such  an  Address  being  offered,  the 
duke  of  Leeds  moved,  that  at  the  close  of  it 
where  mention  was  made  of  the  fears  and  jea- 
lousies universally  spread,  the  words  4 and  in- 
dustriously* might  be  added : which,  after  a de- 
bate of  four  hours,  wherein  the  bishop  of  Sa- 
rura  made  a long  speech,  was  carried  only  by 
the  majority  of  two  proxies,  the  votes  in  the 
House  being  equal,  61  on  each  side.  This  vic- 
tory of  the  courtiers  was  by  their  antagonists 
treated  as  little  better  than  a defeat.  And  it 
is  certain,  that  the  Wing  lords  had  that  day 
carried  their  point,  had  it  not  been  for  the  ac- 
cidental loss  of  four  votes  ; the  duke  of  Rut- 
land, being  then  at  Newmarket  with  a proxy 
in  his  pocket ; the  duke  of  Grafton,  being  sent 
for  home  to  his  dutchess  then  in  labour  with  her 
first  child  ; and  the  earl  of  Gainsborough  being 
taken  so  ill  that  very  morning,  that  he  could 
not  sign  his  proxy.  It  was  also  remarkable, 
that  of  16  bishops  then  ih  the  House,  two  only, 
Rochester  and  Durham,  voted  with  the  court : 
that  the  new  bishops  of  London  and  Bristol, 
who  were  thought  blindly  devoted  to  the  minis- 
try, joined  with  the  Whigs ; as  did  also  the 
earl  of  Anglesea ; which  was  undoubtedly  ow- 
ing to  baron  Schulz’s  demanding  a writ  for  the 
duke  of  Cambridge,  which  visibly  gave  life  and 
weight  to  the  Whig  party.  However  the  Re- 
solution being  laid  before  the  queen,  she  only 
answered,  * She  thanked  them  for  their  Ad- 
dress ; and  that  she  took  very  kindly  the  as- 
surances they  gave.’ 

Debate  in  the  Lords  on  the  % Treaties  of  Prate 
and  Commerce.]  April  14.  A motion  was 
made  for  taking  into  consideration  the  Trea- 
ties of  Peace  and  Commerce ; and  some 
speeches  were  made  on  both  -ides,  after  which 
the  debate  was  adjourned  to  the  16th.  That 
day  the  Whig  lords  hein^r  apprehensive,  that, 
if  any  debate  arose  about  the  Spanish  Treaty, 
tbe  other  party  would  propose  an  Address  to 


the  queen,  approving  of  that  Treaty,  which  At*  I 
thought  absurd,  they  tlierefore  agreed  to  a* 
nothing  against  the  Treaty,  that  draw  »tji: 
them  into  a debate. 

The  Lord  North  and  Grey  stood  up  first,  iai 
said,  If  any  lord  had  any  objections  acaiast  the 
'Spanish  Treaty,  he  was  ready  to  answer  them; 
and  so.  in  a challenging  manner,  wentoo  fcr 
some  time.  Alter  he  had  done  ihere  »h  a «• 
lence  for  a quarter  of  an  boor:  and  then. 

The  Earl  of  Clarendon  said,  4<  My  lordi, 
since  no  objection  can  be  raised  agunt  tf* 
Spanish  Treaty,  we  should  address  her  najesr 
to  return  her  our  most  humble  thanks,  fcr 
having,  by  n safe,  honourable,  and  almaF* 
ous  Peace  with  Spain,  delivered  these  Mixes 
from  a long,  consuming  land  war;  tndtooe* 
sire  her,  notwithstanding  any  obstructi'wvkit 
ruay  be  thrown  in  her  wav,  to  proceed  to  the 
settlement  of  Europe,  according  to  tbe  pn> 
ciples  laid  down  in  her  most  gracious  Speed-' 

The  Lord  Cotrper  answered,  “ My  k*& 
this  is  the  most  barefaced  attempt,  that  ret 
was  made  by  this  or  any  other  ministry,  to  se- 
cure themselves,  by  endeavonring  to  get  tie 
sanction  of  this  House  for  themsdiK  My 
lords,  I have  no  objections  against  these  Tre- 
ties.  Are  the  ministers  themselves  jealous,  tu.* 
their  actions  stand  in  need  of  thesaactioc  c 
this  Houser  Else  why  this  endeavour  at  k 
Address,  to  make  their  act  tbe  art  of  tbe 
House?  The  lord,  that  spoke  first,  acting  U* 
a soldier,  would,  by  skirmishing,  bare  dn«  | 
on  a general  engagement ; but  the  troops  vf 
too  well  disciplined  to  fall  into  an  aabwca^ 
of  his  laying.  But  I cannot  remove  my  Sap- 
from  the  original  of  our  misfortunes,  ‘ there 
* sation  of  arms.’  We  were  then  told,  that,  if 
a blow  lmd  been  struck,  it  would  have  toad 
the  Pence.  Would  to  God  it  bad  rained  tbs 
Peace.” 

The  Lord  Halifax  said,  44  What  *»» 
mentioned,  my  lords,  makes  me  rise  into  the 
highest  resentment  of  the  vile  usage  gin®  *J 
lord  duke  of  Ormond ; a lord  for  whom  I h** 
the  most  profound  respect.  My  lord  Onnoai 
went  over  into  Flauders  with  a true  Ea^» 
heart,  which,  my  lords,  is  the  best  in  the*M 
with  a desire  to  do  his  country  all  thesfnif* 
his  great  ability  capacitated  liim  to  do.  The* 
fore,  it  must  be  inconceivable,  tbe  horribles* 
guish  it  must  give  his  noble  and  generous  betf 
to  receiv  e such  shocking  orders,  restraiui"?  ^ 
noble  ardour  of  the  soldiers,  flushed  with  fun*? 
victories,  and  hopes  of  still  greater  ” 

The  Earl  of  Nottingham  said,  “ My  fork 
I never  knew  the  like  Address  to  this  *fff, 
offered  at  but  once,  in  the  case  of  tbe  doke  d 
Suffolk,  who,  in  Henry  the  6th’i  days, 
made  a Treaty,  for  which  be  thought  it  f00* 
venient  to  get  the  sanction  of  this  House  bran 
Address,  and  got  seven  lords  made  at  one  tiff.* 
to  carry  the  vote.  Yet  he  was  called  to  « «c* 
count  afterwards  for  the  Treaty,  notwitbut^ 
iag  the  Address.  1 say  no  more  of  tbem41^ 
because  lie  came  to  an  untimely  end." 

The  Bishop  of  Salisbury  likew  ise  said,  “ *V 
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3rd*,  1 do  not  understand  what  law  or  neusou 
an  be  given,  to  impower  one  ally  to  disengage 
iim*elf  from  his  other  allies,  unless  in  a proper 
Banner  and  tune  he  acquaints  them,  he  has 
lone  his  ultimas  conatus ; and  that  to  proceed 
arthcr  would  be  a certa  pernicits.  That  we 
ad  not  come  to  our  ultimas  conatus  is  plain, 
ince  in  the  year  of  the  cessation  of  arms,  and 
Je  year  following,  wherein  nothing  wns  done, 
re  made  as  great  efforts  as  the  former,  when 
re  did  so  mahy  glorious  things;  and  to  pro- 
eed  further,  in  all  human  probability,  it  would 
ave  been  certa  pcrnicies  to  our  then  enemy 
be  French." 

The  Bishop  of  landoKy  who  had  been  one  of 
he  plenipotentiaries  at  Utrecht,  answered, 

1 My  lords,  at  the  cessation  of  arms,  our  case 
ras  the  very  case  iu  point,  which  the  bishop  of 
arum  puts,  for  we  had  then  come  to  our  ul- 
i>rius  conatus , and,  for  aught  we  know,  to  pro- 
eed  further  would  have  been  certa  pernicits” 
The  Earl  of  Wharton  replied,  “ 1 did  design 
o have  said  a great  deal  to-day,  but  I find  it 
iiiUcipated  by  the  lords,  who  have  spoken  be- 
arc  rae.  Only  I must  say  what  T ienrn  by 
itting  here,  time  the  carrying  this  vote  is  the 
Itiinuz  conatus  of  the  ministry ; nnd,  if  they 
io  not  carry  it,  it  will  be  to  them  certa  per- 
\ieiet.  Good,  my  lords,  gratify  my  curiosity, 
o let  me  see  what  certa  per  nicies  will  be." 

Some  other  Whig  lords  maintained,  that 
here  was  no  absolute  necessity  of  making  a 
'eace,  the  nation  having  given  almost  as  much 
none?  for  these  three  years  part,  as  during  any 
hree  years  of  the  war;  and,  as  for  the  pre- 
ended advantages,  gained  by  the  Treaty  with 
pain,  it  was  plain  they  were  no  more  than 
that  had  been  stipulated  before  by  the  Treaty 
•f  the  year  1667.  They  also  complained  of  the 
oetbod,  in  which  the  negociation  of  Pence  had 
►een  carried  on,  and  of  our  giving  up  the  in- 
erests  of  the  emperor,  the  king  of  Portugal, 
nd  of  the  Catalans.  But  after  a warm  debate, 
bat  lasted  till  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening,  it 
tas  resolved  hy  a majority  of  82  votes  against 
9,  to  present  an  Address,  to  acknowledge 
her  majesty's  goodness  to  her  people,  in  de- 
ivtring  them  by  a safe,  honourable,  and  ad- 
antageous  Peace  with  France  and  Spain,  from 
be  burthen  of  a consuming  land  war,  unequally 
arried  on,  and  become,  at  last,  impracticable; 
nd  to  intreat  her  majesty  to  pursue  such  m<a- 
ures,  as  she  should  judge  necessary  for  cora- 
leting  the  settlement  of  Europe  on  the  prin- 
iples  laid  down  in  her  majesty’s  speech.”  An 
tddress  to  that  purpose  was  the  next  day  agreed 
o,  and  sent  down  to  the  Commons  for  their 
oncurrence. 

Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  Public  Ac - 
oardf.]  April  13.  To  prepare  the  Commons  to 
,ive  their  approbation  to  the  conduct  of  the 
tuaitiry,  in  concluding  their  Treaties  with 
France  and  Spain,  several  papers  were  laid  be- 
bre  the  House:  particularly,  a Report,  with 
Nervations  from  (lie  Commissioners  of  Public 
Accounts,  setting  forth  (he  Abuses  and  Mis- 
nanagements  in  cloathing  the  Army,  in  dif- 
ruL.  vi. 


posing  the  Off-reckonings  of  Regiments,  and  its 
other  instances.  Then  to  give  a view  bow 
heavy  the  war  was  become  to  England,  nnd 
how  insupportable  the  continuance  of  it  would 
have  proved,  there  was  added,  * A State  of  the 
Expence  of  the  late  War'  for  12  years,  which, 
with  the  supply  of  2,776,228/.  granted  this  ses- 
sion, amounted  to  above  C8|  millions. 

Account  of  the  late  Treaties  laid  before  th§ 
Commons .]  But  the  most  remarkable  paper  of 
all  was  an  Account  of  the  state  ot’  the  several 
Treaties  of  Peace,  between  i he  queen  and  her 
allies,  and  France  and  Spain,  with  the  obstruc- 
tions she  had  met  with,  in  her  endeavours  to 
make  the  same  universal  and  compleat ; and  of 
what  was  done  relating  to  the  Catalans.  This 
account  (supposed  to  J.e  drawn  up  by  the  lord 
Bolingliroke,  in  order  to  remove  the  objections 
against  the  late  treaties,  particularly,  the  giving 
up  the  interests  of  the  king  of  Portugal  and 
of  the  Catalans)  was  so  varnished  over  with 
glosses  and  popular  pretences,  that  many  mem- 
bers, who  were  wdling  to  believe  what  was 
said,  and  had  no  opportunity  or  inclination  to 
be  better  informed,  were  persuaded  of  the  truth 
of  it,  and  induced  to  side  with  the  ministry  in  nil 
the  debates  about  the  succession  and  treaties. 

The  Protestant  Succession  voted , by  the  Cotn- 
mo/is,  not  in  Danger."]  Aprd  15.  A motion  was 
made  in  a committee  of  t[ie  whole  House,  by 
sir  Edward  Knatchbiill,  and  the  question  put, 
“ Whether  the  Protestant  Succession  m the 
house  of  Hanover  be  in  danger  under  her  ma- 
jesty's government  ?" 

Mr.  Secretary  Bromley  endeavoured  to  prove 
it  was  not,  by  representing  what  the  queen  had 
done  for  securing  that  Succession,  and  remov- 
ing the  Pretender  from  Lorrain.  He  was  an- 
swered by 

Mr.  Walpole • who,  with  great  spirit,  shewed 

* “The  zeal  of  Walpole  on  this  subject,  was 
by  no  means  adopted  from  a spirit  of  opposition, 
and  was  not  a sudden  spark  struck  out  by  the 
circumstances  of  the  moment:  it  was  a lead- 
ing principle  which  iiad  regulated  his  political 
conduct  from  his  first  entrance  into  life ; it 
had  been  instilled  into  him  by  education,  and 
matured  by  reason  and  reflection,  to  which  he 
uniformly  adhered  in  all  situations  and  under 
all  circumstances.  If  his  object  in  spreading 
these  alarms  was  to  distress  government,  and  to 
excite  tumults  against  the  ministers,  he  acted  a 
false  and  wicked  part ; but  if  he  really  had  rea- 
son for  his  suspicions,  he  must  he  justified  by 
every  principle  of  attachment  to  the  religion 
and  constitution  of  the  country.  Hr.  can  only 
be  fully  vindicated  Iroin  the  conviction,  |i  at  it 
was  the  -ecret  wish  and  resolution  of  the  queen 
to  exclude  the  Hanover  family,  and  to  restore 
the  Pretender,  and  that  the  ministers  were  dis- 
posed to  co-operate  with  her  ini  nat  «ms.  At 
the  per  od  of  which  we  are  m w speaking,  the 
strongest  suspicions  were  entertained,  that  such 
a schcnu  was  in  agitation,  and  those  suspicions 
have  been  since  verified  by  the  most  authentic 
documents."  Coxt’s  Walpole. 

4 R 
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the  Protestant  Succession  to  be  in  danger, 
not  from  her  majesty,  hut  from  the  dubious 
conduct  of  some  persons  in  high  stations;  and 
therefore  insisted,  (hat  the  queeu  might  not  be 
mentioned  in  the  question. 

Mr.  Campion,  having  spoken  in  vindication 
of  the  ministry,  whs  answered  by  the  earl  of 
Hertford.  The  lord  Uinchinbroke  expressed 
likewise  his  fears  of  the  Protestant  Succession 
being  in  danger,  from  the  encouragement,  that 
w as  given  to  the  Pretender’s  friends,  and  paiti- 
cnlariy  in  North-Br itaiu,  which  he  had  an  op- 
portunity to  observe,  when  he  wa^  there  with 
the  regiment,  in  which  he  had  a troop.  After 
aoine  other  speeches,  the  court  party,  being  ap- 
prehensive the  question  would  go  against  them, 
endeavoured  to  drop  it,  by  moving,  that  Mr. 
Freeman,  chairman  of  the  committee,  should 
leave  the  chair.  Upon  this, 

Sir  Thomas  Hanmer , the  Speaker,  made  a 
memorable  speech,  importing,  “ That  lie  was 
sorry  to  see,  that  eudeavours  were  used  to 
wave  that  question,  and  stop  their  mouths ; hut 
he  was  of  opinion,  this  was  the  proper,  nnd 
perhaps  the  only  time  for  patriots  to  speak. 
That  a great  deal  of  pains  w ere  takeu  to  screen 
some  persons;  nnd,  in  order  to  that,  to  make 
them  overlook  the  dangers  that  threatened  the  j 
queen,  the  nation,  and  the  Protestant  Succes-  j 
sion.  That,  for  h:s  own  part,  he  had  all  the  ' 
honour  and  respect  imaginable  for  her  majesty's 
ministers ; but  that  he  owed  still  more  to  his 
country  than  to  any  minister.  That,  in  this 
debate,  so  much  had  been  said  to  prove  the 
Succession  to  be  in  danger,  and  so  little*  to 
make  out  the  contrary,  that  he  could  not  but 
believe  the  first,  lie  concluded  with  taking 
notice  of  sir  Patrick  Lawless  being  suffered  to 
come  over,  and  admitted  to  an  audience  of  her 
majesty.”  This  speech  hud  a great  influence  on 
the  unbiassed  and  unprejudiced  members  ; but 
nevertheless,  after  a long  and  warm  debate,  it 
was  resolved,  by  a majority  of  2.»6  voices 
against  208,  “ That  it  is  the  opiniou  of  this 
Committee,  that  the  Protestant  Succession  in 
the  house  of  Hanover  is  in  no  danger  under 
her  majesty's  government.  2.  That  the  House 
be  moved  humbly  to  address  her  majesty,  re- 
turning the  Thanks  of  the  House  to  her  majes- 
ty, for  the  instances  she  his  used  for  the  remo- 
val of  the  Pretender  from  the  dominions  of 
the  duke  of  JLorrain,  and  humbly  desiring  her 
majesty  to  insist  upon,  nnd  renew  her  instances 
for  his  speedy  removal  from  tlieuce.” 

When  these  Resolutions  were  imported  the 
next  day  to  the  Home,  there  arose  a debate,  in 
which  Mr.  Walpole,  .Vr.  Lech  rue  re,  and  gene- 
ral Stanhope  made  very  strong  speeches.  Mr. 
Walpole,  among  other  tiling*,  applauded  the 
pubhc  spirit,  which  the  Speaker  had  shewn  the  . 
day  before ; but  added,  he  despaired  of  seeing  I 
truth  and  justice  prevail,  since,  notwithstanding  1 
the  weight  of  a person  of  his  known  integrity, 
merit,  und  eloquence,  the  majority  of  votes  had 
earned  it  against  reason  tuid  argument.  Gene-  j 
ral  Stanhope  endeavoured  to  prove  the  Pro-  | 
testant  Succcssiou  to  be  in  danger  by  this  sin- 
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gle  but  forcible  induction,  “ That  as  it  vani 
versally  acknowledged,  it  had  been  vhe  Freud 
king’s  intention,  so  it  was  still  his  interest,  vr 
he  had  it  now,  more  than  ever,  ia  his  power,  !u 
restore  the  Pretender.”  However  u was  car- 
ried without  a division,  that  the  Protests: 
Succession  was  out  of  danger,  and  that 
Address  of  thanks  should  be  presented  to  tht 
queen.  To  which  Address  slie  answered,  tbit 
she  would  renew  her  instance*  for  the  reinm-i 
of  the  Pretender  out  of  Ixnraio. 

The  Commons  agree  with  the  Lords  in  ei  Ad- 
dress upon  the  Treaties  of  Peace.]  T he  Larch 
having  sent,  as  before  meutioned,  a Message  i> 
the  Commons  for  their  concurrence,  in  an  Ad- 
dress of  thanks  for  the  Treaties  of  Peace  «d 
Commerce  with  France  and  Spain,  the  Messacr 
was  taken  into  consideration  on  tbe  2 2d  J 
April,  and  a wann  debate  arose.  The  ami 
material  objections  were  raised  by  Mr.  Watd, 
an  eminent  merchant,  to  the  treaties  of  coo* 
merce,  in  which  many  essential  points,  paitire* 
lorly  the  duties  on  several  sorts  of  goods  saA 
merchandize,  were  left  loose  and  unde  tennis?^, 
and  therefore  liable  to  arbitrary  explainer*. 
Mr.  Auditor  Foley  having  answered  bun,  be 
was  replied  to  by  Mr.  Horace  Walpole,  s-b 
was  supported  by  sir  Peter  Kifeg.  Mr.  Ai dab*, 
w ho  hod,  some  time  before,  left  the  court-party, 
and  was  therefore  removed  from  his  place  f« 
one  of  the  lords  of  the  Admiralty,  spoke,  m 
this  occasion,  with  great  vehemence  again**  tie 
ministers,  for  having  made  so  precar  iousa  Pesc^ 
They  were  answered  by  Mr.  Campion  ; ard 
the  leading  men  among  the  Whigs  plainly  p*r* 
ceiving  from  the  noise  and  laughter  of  their 
antagonists,  that  they  were  sure  of  a majorirj. 
gave  up  the  contest,  and  did  not  think  hi  ti*  in- 
sist on  a division,  which  would  but  expose  tl* 
weakness. 

Address  of  both  Houses  upon  the  Treaties  d 
Peace.]  So  it  was  resolved  to  agree  w ith  the  lord* 
in  the  following  Address,  which  was  presetted, 
the  24th of  April,  by  both  1 louses  to  the  quett* 
“ Most  gracious  Sovereign ; 

“ We  your  majesty’s  most  dutiful  acd  fowl 
‘uhjects,  the  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and 
Commons  in  parliament  assembled,  beg  lea** 

! to  express  tbe  just  sense,  which  we  have  of  year 
j majesty's  goodness  to  your  people,  in  delivering 
I them,  by  a safe,  honourable  artd  ativontageoe* 
Peace  with  France  and  Spain,  from  the  hesrt 
burthen  of  a consuming  land  war,  oncxpuiUj 
carried  on,  and  become  nt  lust  impracticable. 

! And  we  do  moat  earnestly  intreat  your  w-jesty, 
that  you  will  he  pleased,  with  the  same  steadi- 
ness, notwithstanding  nil  tbe  obstruct* m, 
which  have  been,  or  may  be  thrown  in  you? 
way,  to  pursue  such  measures,  r.s  you  sbaii 
judjte  necessary  for  coni  pleating  the  settlewecr 
of  Europe,  on  the  pnucipies  laid  down  fcy 
your  majesty  in  your  most  gracious  Speech 
from  the  throne.” 

The  Queen's  Anstvrr.]  To  which  the  Qu«o 
returned  this  Answer  : 

“ My  Lords  nnd  Gentlemen  ; The  state  of 
public  aG’airs  in  Eutopc,  as  well  as  the  ate-?' 
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*i(i«  of  ray  own  kingdom,  obliged  me  to  enter 
nto  a Negotiation  of  Peace;  and,  notnitlistand- 
ng  ai ! obstructions  and  difficulties,  I have,  by 
he  blessing  of  God,  brought  it  to  a happy 
inclusion. — 1 esteem  this  address  as  the  tim- 
ed voice  of  my  affectionate  and  loyal  subjects  ; 
and  I return  you  all  the  heartiest  thanks,  which 
Mn  be  given  by  a sovereign,  who  desires 
loihing  more,  than  to  sec  her  people  safe  and 
faarnhing.” 

The  Schism  Bill  moved  for  in  the 
House  <f  Cot/tmons.]  In  the  consultation 
reki  by  the  ministry,  after  the  demand 
if  the  duke  of  Cambridge's  writ,  wherein  it 
»aj  debated,  Whether  the  queen  should  invite 
>vtr  that  duke  ? the  Lord-Treasurer,  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  the  Lord  Privy-Seal,  and 
mother  privy-counsellor,  were  for  it ; but  the 
ord  Boluigbroke  having  opposed  it,  and  car- 
red  the  negative,  resolved  to  push  his  point, 
Hid  lo  useali  possible  means  to  defeat  the  Pro- 
fstant  Succession.  With  that  view  he  is  said 
:o  have  broke  all  measures  with  the  Treasurer, 
tod  united  himself  more  closely  with  the  high 
:huich  party.  A9  the  farther  discouragement 
md  eviru  ruin  of  the  Dissenters  whs  thought 
necessary  for  accomplishing  this  scheme,  it  was 
begun  with  the  famous  Sclusra- lit  11.  A motion 
for  it,  oa  the  12th  of  May,  by  sir  William 
Windham,  was  introduced,  by  reading  the  8th, 
Wi,  10th,  and  11th  sections  of  the  4 Act  of 
Uniformity/  passed  after  the  Restoration,  by 
which,  above  2,000  ministers  were  turned  out 
M ilieir  livings.  The  motion  being  approved, 
a hill  was  ordered  to  be  brought  in, 4 to  prevent 
‘ the  growth  of  Schism,  and  lor  the  fbrther  se- 
curity of  the  church  of  England  as  by  law 
established.'  Oa  the  other  hand,  in  order 
to  strengthen  thejacobite  party  in  Scotland,  a 
notion  was  made  for  a a bill,  to  invest  the  Scots 
bishops  revenues  and  rents  in  thequeen,  to  be 
applied  to  the  support  of  the  episcopal  clergy, 
lo  tender  this- bill  ineffectual,  it  was  proposed 
bv  the  Whigs,  that  these  revenues  should  be 
applied  to  such  only  of  the  episcopal  clergy,  as 
should  pray  fir  the  queen  and  the  princess 
Sophia  in  express  words.  As  the  court- 
partv  could  not  well  oppose  this  addition,  and 
Bs  die  resuming  of  the  episcopal  revenues,  which 
had  been  forfeited  at  the  Revolution,  and  given 
to  the  ministers  of  the  kirk  of  Scotland,  would 
have  been  attended  with  great  dilhculties,  the 
hill  was  suffered  to  drop.  It  was,  however,  re- 
solved to  finish  the  Schism-bill. 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Schism  BiU.] 
" hen  this  bill  was  engrossed  and  read  the 
jhird  time  in  order  to  be  passed,  there  arose  a 
'onS  and  warm  debate.  Mr.  Hampden,  Mr. 
Robert  Walpole,  general  Stanhope,  Mr.  Lecli- 
nw,  sir  Joseph  Jckyll,  and  sir  Peter  King, 
sorted  their  eloquence  in  opposing  it,  repre- 
senting in  general,  44  That  it  looked  more  like 
a decree  of  Julian  the  apostate,  than  a law 
enacted  by  a Protestant  parliament,  since  it 
tended  to  raise  as  great  a persecution  against 
°.Ur  Protestant  brethren,  as  either  the  primi- 
*ve  Christians  eter  suffered  from  the  heathen 


emperors,  or  the  Protestants  from  Popery  and 
the  inquisition." 

Mr.  Stanhope  shewed,  in  particular,  the  ill 
consequences  of  this  law,  as  it  would  of  course 
occasion  foreign  education  ; which,  on  the  one 
hand,  would  drain  the  kingdom  of  great  sums 
of  money  ; and,  which  was  still  worse,  fill  i he 
tender  minds  of  young  men  with  prejudices 
against  their  own  country.  He  illustrated  and 
strengthened  his  argument  by  the  example  of 
the  English  popish  seminaries  abroad,  which, 
he  said  were  so  pernicious  to  Great  Britain, 
that,  instead  of  making  new  laws  to  encourage 
foreign  education,  he  could  wish  those  already 
in  force  against  Papists  were  mitigated ; and 
that  they  should  be  allowed  a certain  number 
of  schools. — The  chief  advocates  for  the  bill, 
were  Mr.  secretary  Bromley,  sir  William 
Wyndham,  Mr.  liungcrford,  and  Mr.  Collier. 

Mr.  Bromley  maintained,  44  The  dissenters 
were  equally  dangerous  to  church  and  state. 
However,  if  the  members,  who  spoke  in  their 
behalf,  would  have  this  bill  drop,  he  would 
readily  consent  to  it,  provided  another  bill 
were  brought  in,  to  incapacitate  them  either 
to  sit  in  that  house,  or  to  vote  in  elections  of 
members  of  parliament."  Mr.  Walpole  an- 
swered this  speech  with  gFcat  force ; after 
which  Mr.  IJuogerford  recapitulated,  and,  in 
his  usual  ludicrous  way,  faintly  endeavoured 
to  confute  what  had  been  offered  by  xiie  Whig 
members. 

Air.  Collier , who  brought  up  the  rear,  did 
still  worse.  This  man,  formerly  an  attorney, 
had,  by  n w ife,  got  the  directorship  of  the  play- 
house in  Drury  lane ; and  afterwards,  by  his 
l intruding  assurance,  the  acquaintance  and  inti- 
macy of  the  lord  Boliogbroke.  At  whose  ear- 
I nest  request,  Mr.  Collier,  though  scarce  worth 
30/.  a year,  was,  by  the  duke  of  Beaufort’s  in- 
terest, brought  into  the  House  of  Commons, 
where  lie  took  this  solemn  occasion  to  sig- 
! nalize  his  zeal  for  the  cause  he  was  to  serve. 
With  this  intention  he  seconded  Mr.  llunger- 
ford,  and,  in  order  to  expose  the  dissenters,  ht 
desired  leave  to  read  to  the  house  a collection 
of  absurdities  and  impious  expressions,  which 
he  pretended  to  have  taken  from  their  writ- 
ings. After  reading  part  of  this  impertinent 
legend,  he  fell  on  u passage  extracted  from 
the  nonsensical  rhapsodies  of  the  late  Mr.. 
Hickerinehdl,  minister  at  Colchester,  wherein 
Mr.  Collier  said,  lie  averred,  4 That  our  bless- 
ed Saviour  was  a son  of  a w / At  these 

shocking  expressions,  Mr.  Bromley  interrupted 
him,  saying,  4*  Such  impious  words  ought  not 
to  be  repeated  in  that  assembly." 

On  the  oilier  hand,  some  other  members 
observed,  that  Mr.  Hickeringhill  was  not  a 
dissenting  teacher,  but  a minister  of  the  church 
of  England : and  that  he  was  known  to  be 
crack-brained } and  therefore  his  extrava- 
gancies and  blasphemies  proved  nothing 
against  any  set  of  men,  much  less  against  the 
dissenters. 

Mr.  Lechmere  spoke  against  the  bill  with 
great  vehemence;  and,  among  other  things, 
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took  notice,  “ That  the  indulgence  granted  to 
Protestant  dissenters,  since  the  Uemlution, 
had  been  so  tar  from  hutting  the  church,  that 
it  had  rather  luhtrged  it*  pale  ; and  it  was  no- 
torious, that  some  persons  [meaning  the  1 rca- 
surcr,  the  Chancellor,  and  the  lord  Boling- 
broke]  who  had  been  bred  among  sc  his 
nmtics,  were,  or,  at  least  pretended  to  he,  the 
Strongest  supports  of  the  established  church.1* 

Several  other  speeches  were  made  lor  and  I 
against  i lie  hill ; which  was  carried  by  a ma- 
jority of  237  voices  against  126. 

Debate  ih  the  Lords  on  ih>  Schism  IUU] 
When  the  Bill  was  read  the  first  time  in  the 
House  of  Peers, 

The  Lord  liolingbrokc  said,  il  It  was  a bill 
of  the  Iasi  impoitance,  since  it  concerned  the 
security  of  the  church  of  Euglai  d,  the  best 
and  firmest  support  of  the  monarchy  ; both 
which  ail  good  men,  and,  in  particular,  that 
august  ftSiembly,  who  derive  their  lustre  from, 

• ami  ure  nearest  the  tin  one,  ought  to  have  most 
at  hear!  : and  therefore,  he  moved,  that  it 
thouhl  he  read  a second  ti  • e.” 

The  Loru  Cowper  said,  “ No  man  was  more 
ready  than  himself  to  do  every  thing,  that 
si  mm  Id  appear  necessary  to  attain  l he  seeming 
intention  of  this  bill,  t:;e  preventing  the  growth 
of  si  It. am.  and  the  further  securing  the  church 
of  Kngl.md.  Bot  the  enact! ; g part  would  be 
so  tar  from  answering  the  title  of  it,  that,  in 
his  opini  >d,  it  would  have  a qu  ty  contrary  ef- 
fect, and  prove  equally  pernicious  to  church 
and  state.  He  spoke  on  these  two  heads 
near  half  an  hour,  and,  uinoug  other  things,  re- 
presented, M That  instead  of  preventing  schism, 
and  enlarging  the  pale*  of  the  church,  this  bill 
tended  to  introduce  ignorance,  and  its  insepa- 
rable attendants,  superstition  and  irreligbm.”  i 
To  this  purpose  he  took  notice,  “ That  in  pnmy  j 
country  towns,  reading,  writing,  and  grammar-  ; 
schools  were  chi*  fly  supported  by  the  dis- ; 
suiters:  not  only  for  the  instruction  and  Le- 
ncfii  of  their  own  children)  but  likewise  of 
those  of  poor  churchmen  ; so  that  the  suppress- 
ing of  those  schools  would,  in  some  places, 
suppress  the  reading  the  holy  scriptures.”  On 
the  other  hand,  he  observed,  “ That  this  tiil 
struck  at  tiie  ancient  rights  and  prerogative  of 
the  House  ofl'eers ; which,  by  the  cous:itutiuti 
is  the  supreme  court  i f judicature,  and  the 
dernier  resort  in  all  causes;  whereat,  by  this 
bill,  the  justices  of  the  peace  were  empowered 
finally  to  hear  and  determine  the  offences 
against  the  sarur.  My  lords,  added  he,  I 
would  rather  enlarge,  than  abridge  the  power 
of  justices  of  the  pease,  were  it  but  to  encou- 
rage tenth  men  to  take  upon  them  an  office 
so  troublesome,  mid  at  the  same  lime  so  un- 
profitable, unless  it  1 e perhaps  in  the  county 
of  Middlesex.  But,  my  lords,  1 shall  never 
•onsent  to  gi«e  up  the  birth-right  and  ancient 
privileges  of  this  august  assembly,  of  which  I 
bare  tin  honour  to  be  a member.** 

The  Earl  of  Wharton  said,  “ He  was  agreea- 
bly surprised  to  see,  that  some  men  of  pleasure 
were,  on  a sudden,  become  so  religious,  as  to 
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set  up  for  patrons  of  the  church.  But  becott.{ 
not  hut  wonder,  that  persons  who  bad  bfrt 
educated  in  disarming  academies,  whom  t* 
could  point  at,  and  whose  tutors  he  cnU 
name,  should  appear  the  most  lorward  to  sup- 
pressing them.  That  this  was  but  an  indif- 
ferent return  for  the  benefit  the  public  bid  re* 
ceived  from  those  schools  which  had  bred  tLac 
great  men,  who  had  made  to  glorious  a P*** 
and  Treaties' that  executed  themselves;  *bs 
had  obtained  so  great  advantages  for  our  etc- 
merce,  and  who  had  paid  the  public  deba. 
without  any  further  charge  to  the  nation.  & 
that  he  could  see  no  reason  there  was  to  Vf 
press  those  academies,  unless  it  were  an  tp- 
prehension,  that  they  might  still  p*ud*t 
greater  geniuses  that  should  drown  tbemera 
and  abilities  of  those  great  men.  Mylorci. 
emuinued  he,  to  be  serious  it  is  nolesstwl^* 
choly  than  surprizing,  that  at  a time,  when  tie 
court  of  France  prosecutes  the  design  they  fetf* 
long  since  laid  to  extirpate  our  holy  relipc*. 
when,  not  only  secret  practice*  we  ©<d  » 
impose  a popish  Pretender  on  these  reab-S 
but  me  u publicly  in  listed  tor  hi*  service  ;£ 
is  melancholy  and  Surprizing,  I *ay.  that  A U» 
very  time  a hill  should  be  brought  k»,*bd 
cannot  but  tend  to  divide  protesting ; xot 
consequently  to  weaken  their  interest,  *s£ 
hasten  their  ruin.  But  then  the  w<mder*>i 
cease,  if  we  consider  what  maduif u were u* 
contrivers  and  promoters  of  this  bill  ht 
excepted,  in  particular,  against  tkewordsebas 
with  which  the  frontispiece  of  the  bill 
set  off,  aud  said,  It  is  somewhat  strange,  b*7 
should  call  schism  in  F.nglaod  what 
biished  religion  in  Scotland  ; and  thfftMM 
the  lords,  who  represented  the  nobility 
part  of  Great  Britain,  were  for  this  bill*  ^ 
hoped,  that,  hi  order  to  be  even  withes,*^ 
consistent  with  themselves,  they  would  ^ 
for  the  bringing  in  another  bill,  to  prevent  u* 
growth  of  schism  iu  tbeir  ow  n country/  & 
said  also,  on  another  occasion  (fur  he 
more  than  once)  “ That  Loth  in  tins  bill,  *nd  s 
the  speeches  of  those,  who  declared  w** 
several  laws  were  recited  and  alledgw ; be* 
that  there  was  a law,  that  had  not  yetbea 
mentioned.  I expected,  added  he,  tiiatvw** 
ble  bench  [turniug  to  the  bishop*]  would  k* 
put  us  in  mind  of  it:  but  since  they  are  pic-** 
to  be  silent  in  this  debate,  I will  ray  seif  ttk 
them,  that  it  is  the  law  of  the  gospel* 
unto  others  as  wre  would  be  done  unto/ 

The  Earl  of  Anglesea  said,  u That  thedi*^ 
ters  weie  equally  dangerous  botb  to  church  & 
slate:  that  they  were  irreconcilable  «*•** 
to  the  established  church,  which  they  bad 
cienily  manifested  iu  the  late  king  J*0*5 
Suds  reign,  when,  in  order  to  obtain  * MJB*‘ 
l ion,  they  joined  themselves  with  the 
and  that  they  had  rendered  themselves 
worthy  of  the  indulgence  the  church  Ws* 
land  grnmed  them  at  the  Revolution,  bj 
deavouring  to  engross  the  education  ot  y®*®» 
for  which  purpose  they  had  set  up  lOOf 
and  academies  in  most  cities  ud  tt*®4 
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kingdom,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the 
v era  ties,  and  danger  of  the  established 
ireh.” 

Hie  Lord  Halifax  urged,  il  That  the  very 
njiing  in  of  this  bill  was  injurious  to  the 
?en  ; and  ho  could  not  believe,  her  majesty 
udd  ever  ■give  her  royal  assent  to  such  a law 
er  the  solemn  declaration  she  had  made 
in  the  throne,  that  she  would  iuvionbly 
mtHin  0c  toleration,  which  this  hill  visibly 
tick  >»t.  That  her  majesty  made  it  the  glory 
her  reigti  to  follow  the  steps  ot  queen  Elt- 
>edi.  w ho  bad  not  only  entertained  and  pro- 
:tert  the  reformed  Walloons,  who  took 
ternary  in  her  dominions  from  tlte  Spanish 
(Uisition,  but  itad  likewise  allowed  them  me 
hhc  exercise  of  their  religion,  and  caused  a 
use  in  their  favour  to  be  inserted  in  the  act 
uniformity.  That  by  that  means,  that  wise 
d glorious  queen  had  vastly  increased  the 
alth  ol  the  realm,  the  Walloons  having  set* 
d here  the  woolh  n manufactures,  which  are 
$ best  branch  of  the  mttioual  trade.  That 
e protection  and  encouragement  the  late 
ng  William  and  queen  Mary,  and  her  present 
ajesty.  had  given  to  the  French  refugees,  had 
oved  no  less  advantageous  to  Great- Britain, 
id  therefore  it  would  be  a piece  of  Barbarity 
make  an  act  which  should  debar  many 
each  protestants  of  means  of  subsisting, 
ther  by  keeping  public  schools,  or  teaching 
private  families ; especially  considering 
eir  late  hard  usage,  the  government  not  having 
r above  three  years  past,  paid  them  any 
irt  of  the  15,000/.  per  ann.  allowed  by  par- 
iment  in  the  civil  list,  towards  the  mainte- 
uice  of  their  ministers  and  poor.  He  cou- 
tided  with  taking  notice  of  the  fatal  consc- 
iences of  persecuting  the  dissenters  in  kmg 
harles  the  1st ’a  reign, -which  kindled  a furious 
id  unnatural  civil  war,  and  ended  in  the  total 
refthrow  of  Church  and  State,  and  in  the 
ng's  parricide.” 

The  Lord  Townthcnd  represented  the  ill 
fleets  of  persecution  in  geuertd.  He  said 
? had  lived  a long  tune  in  Holland,  and  hud 
bserved  that  the  wealth  and  strength  of  that 
reat  and  powerful  commonwealth  lay  in  the 
umber  of  iis  inhabitants:  and  at  the  same 
me  lie  was  persuaded,  that,  if  the  States  should 
»usc  the  schools  of  any  one  sect,  tolerated  io  the 
aited  provinces,  to  be  shut  up,  they  would 
xin  be  as  thin  of  people  us  Sweden  or  Spain, 
hereas  they  now  swarm  with  irihuhitantSi 
The  Lord  Not  tk  and  Grey,  who  spoke  for 
he  bill,  maintained  the  general  assertion  of 
ns  party,  w That  the  church  was  in  danger 
rom  the  growth  of  schismatics.” 

The  Earl  of  Nottingham  said,  “ He  owned 
ic  had  formerly  been  of  opinion,  that  the  oc- 
asional  conformity  of  dissenters  was  danger- 
>us  to  the  established  church  ; and  therefore 
ever  promoted  the  bill  to  prevent  it.  But 
bat,  the  chord)  having  now  that  security,  he 
Sieved  her  safe  and  out  of  danger  ; and 
hcrefore  he  thought  himself  io  conscience 
obliged  to  oppose  so  barbarous  a law  as  this, 
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which  tended  to  deprive  parents  of  the  natural 
right  of  educating  i heir  own  children.  He 
added  he  had  observed  both  from  history  and 
his  own  experience,  that  all  the  persecutions 
that  had  been  raised  in  England  against  scliis- 
inn  tics,  originally  proceeded  from,  and  tended 
to  favouring  Popery.”  He  particularly  ex- 
cepted against  that  part  of  the  bill,  which 
enacts,  “ That  any  person  who  should  keep 
any  public  or  private  school  or  instruct  any 
youth  as  tutor,  should  have  a licence  of  the 
respective  archbishop  or  bishop  of  the  place, 
&c.  My  lords,  said  lie,  I have  many  children; 
and  I know  not  whether  God  Almighty  will 
vouchsafe  to  let  me  live,  to  give  them 
the  education  i could  wish  they  had. 
Therefore,  my  lords,  1 own,  I tremble,  when  I 
thmk,  that  a certain  divine  who  is  hardly  sus- 
pected of  being  a Christian  [meaning  Dr. 
Swift]  is  in  a fair  way  of  being  a bishop  : and 
may  one  day  give  licences  to  those  who  shall 
b©  instructed  with  the  instruction  of  youth.” 
Some  i 'ther  lords  made  speeches  for  and  against 
the  bill.  But  the  Lora  Treasurer  contented 
himself  with  saying,  “ That  lie  had  not  vet 
considered  of  it ; but  when  he  had,  he  would 
vole  according  as  it  should  appear  to  him,  to 
be  either  for  the  good  or  detriment  of  hit 
country.  And  therefore  he  was  for  reading 
the  hill  a second  time  which  was  agreed  to 
without  dividing,  and  put  off  to  the  7th  of  June. 

A tier  this,  the  presbyterians  petitioned  that 
they  might  be  heard  by  their  counsel  against 
the  Bill  ; but  their  petition  was  rejected  by  » 
majority  of  72  against  66.  It  was  observed  on 
i his  occasion,  tari  Powlct,  the  lord  Foley,  the 
lord  Mansel,  and  some  other  friends  of  the  lord- 
treasurer,  voted  with  the  Whig  lords,  for  allow- 
ing the  Petition ; and  the  Lord -Treasurer 
himself  was  out  of  the  house,  that  he  might  not 
be  obliged  to  declare  on  eir  her  side:  which 
strengthened  their  opinion,  who  thought  the 
bill  levelled  against  him,  with  a view,  that,  if 
lie  voted  for  it,  he  would  lose  the  Dissenters  and 
the  Whigs  entirely ; if  he  voted  against  it,  he 
would  lose  the  queen. 

June  7.  The  Lords  read  the  Schism  bill  a 
second  time,  and  after  a short  debate,  agreed, 
that  a clause  should  be  inserted  in  the  bill  in 
favour  of  the  French  protestant  churches.  Two 
days  after  in  a committee  of  the  whale  house, 
of  which  the  archbishop  of  York  was  chair- 
man, the  bill  was  examined  paragraph  by  para- 
graph, from  one  in  the  afternoon  till  eight  in 
evening. 

The  Bishop  of  London  having  suggested, 
“ That  the  dissenters  had  made  this  bill  neces- 
sary, by  their  endeavours  to  propagate  their 
schism,  and  to  draw  the  children  of  churchmen 
to  their  schools  and  academies.” 

The  Lord  Halifax  answered,  That  what  they 
did  was  with  the  knowledge  and  consent  of 
the  parents,  who,  in  many  places,  had  not  suffi- 
cient nit  ans  to  educate  their  own  children  x 
for  which  reason  he  moved,  That  since  this 
bill  was  occasioned,  as  was  suggested,  by  the 
dissenters  endeavouring  to  iogross  the  educa* 
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lion  of  the  youth  of  both  persuasions,  they 
misfit  be  nllotved  achjoU  to  mstruct  their  own 
ciiiKiren.  This  motion,  being  formed  into  a 
qiftstiou,  was  debated  near  three  hours.  The 
Jord  Cowper  and  Halifax,  the  earl  of  Sunder- 
land, and  some  other  peers,  made  several 
spe<  cites  for  the  affirmative.  Bnt  the  lord  Bo- 
liugbroke,  the  earl  of  Abingdon,  and  the  lord 
chancellor,  insisted  on  the  negative,  which  was 
at  last  carried  by  02  votes  against  18. 

After  this  it  was  moved, That  Dissenters  might, 
at  least,  be  suffered  to  have  schunl-iuUtrevses  to 
teach  their  children  to  rend,  which,  after  a de- 
bate of  about  half  uu  hour,  was  carried  without 
dividing;  ns  was  also  a clause,  That  this  act 
should  not  extend  to  any  person,  who  should 
instruct  youth  in  reading,  writing,  arithmetic, 
or  any  part  of  mathematical  learning,  that  re- 
lates to  navigation,  or  any  mechanical  art  only. 
Then  was  examined  that  part  of  the  hill,  where- 
by the  conviction  of  offenders  against  this  act 
was  Itft  to  the  justices  of  the  peace  ; and,  after 
a warm  debate,  it  « ns  carried  by  a majority  of  59 
against  51,  that  the  conviction  should  be  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  justice,  upon  an  information, 
presentment,  or  indictmear,  in  any  of  her  ma- 
jesty’s courts  of  record  at  Westminster,  or  nt 
the  assizes,  or  before. justices  of  Oyer  and  Ter- 
miner. The  court-party  finding,  by  this  last 
division,  that  they  lost  considerable  giotind, 
and  fearing,  other  amendments  would  be  made, 
which  would  render  the  bill*  altogether  useless, 
moved,  that  the  chairman  leave  the  chair,  in 
4>rder  to  adjourn.  But  though  the  contrary 
party  at  first  opposed  it,  yet,  after  some  debate, 
Upon  the  penalties  to  be  inflicted  on  the  offend- 
ers, both  parties  being  equally  tiredp  the  house 
adjourned  to  the -lie  xt  day. 

June  10.  The  Turds  icsumed  the  debate 
■bout  the.  Penalties,  and  fixed  the  same  to  3 
months  imprisonment ; alter  which  it  was  mov- 
ed and  agreed,  4 That  persons  aggrieved  might 
appeal  from  ecclesiastical  censures,  as  in  cases 
of  ordinary  jurisdiction/  A clause  was  after- 
wards proposed  and  carried  to  exempt  from  tl»e 
penalties  of  this  act  any  tutor,  who  shall  be  em- 
ployed by  any  nobleman  or  noblewoman,  to  teach 
m their  families, provided  such  tutor  do,  in  every 
respect,  qualify  himself  according  to  this  art, 
except  only  in  that  of  taki:>g  a licence  fiom  the 
bishop.  The  earl  of  Anglesea  moved,  That  a 
clause  might  he  inserted,  to  extend  this  act  to 
Ireland  : which  after  some  debate  was  carried 
in  the  affirmative  by  the  majority  of  one  voice 
only.  When  the  bill  with  these  amendments 
was  reported”  to  the  house,  several  speeches 
were  made  against  the  clause  to  extend  this  bill 
to  Ireland:  particularly  by  the  duke  of  Shrews- 
bury, lord  lieutenant  of  tlxit  kingdom,  who  was 
just  returned  from  thence.  But  the  question 
being  put,  it  was  carried  by  57  against  51,  that 
the  clause  should  stand.  The  next  day  the  bill 
was  read  the  third  time  ; and  after  a small  de- 
bate, it  was  carried  by  77  votes  against  72,  that 
it  should  pass. 

When  the  bill  thus  amended  was  sent  to  the 
Commons,  a short  debate  arose,  Mr.  Tech- 


mere  nnd  Mr.  Walpole  represented,  4 Ik*, 
since  the  protevtant  dissenters  of  Ireland  «a 
made  habit*  to  the  penalties  of  this  bill,  n«*r- 
but  just  cither  to  insert  a clause  m it,  or  a 
bring  in  another  bill,  to  make  them  enjoi  ui. 
benefit  of  the  toleration  act,  passed  ui  fcnibai 
in  the  lost  reign/  But  sir  William  Wyv&ta 
and  Mr.  Campion  said,  1 If  leave  were  giro&i 
bring  iu  such  a bill,  they  hoped  they  shook  huj 
leave  also  to  bring  in  another  to 
dissenters,  from  voting  in  elections  tor  parb- 
nient-incu  / upon  which  that  matter  dropped. 
On  the  other  hand,  general  Stanhope  pruy.*^ 
4 That  the  tutors  in  the  families  of  member*  : 
the  House  of  Commons  might  be  put  oe  cs| 
same  foot  with  those,  who  taught  in  tbe  &■* 
lies  of  a nobleman  or  noblewoman  ; it  tr.p 
reasonable  to  suppose,  that  tbe  metahev  i 
that  house,  many  of  whom  were  of  noUe  aj 
traction,  had  as  great  a concern  as  tbe  JsrtH 
for  tbe  education  of  their  children,  and  aae<r;! 
right  to  take  care  of  their  instruction/  Sewed 
members  of  both  parties  were  of  Mr.  Sue* 
hope’s  opinion.  But  Mr.  lJungerford  reptj 
senting,  That  the  least  amendment  uo*  &M 
in  the  house  might  occasion  tbe  loss  of  tU  -.i 
t lu*  promoters  ol  it  caused  the  questiiiQ t M 
put,  and  it  was  earned  by  a majority  of  '■-! 
votes  against  98,  that  tbe  Commons  agrrea  4 
the  Lords  amendments.  On  the  25th  vi.'-rsi 
the  Schism-hill,  with  several  others,  t I 
the  royal  assent  by  commission.  But  its  "I 
senuble,  the  very  day  it  was  to  tale  piacv  1 
queen  departed  this  life ; which  accident  t— 
all  tlte  measures  of  those,  who  had  prer  - I 
that  law,  and  rendered  it  in  a manner  a - 
tual. 

i'r iiS'l!  against  the  Schism  HiU.  | Acs1*''  'a 
passing  of  this  Bill,  was  entered  the  u-  «d 
Protest  : 

“ Dissentient* 

“ I.  We  caunot  apprehend  (as  the  Hr*-1 
cites)  that  great  danger  may  ensue  fries 
Dissr liters,  to  the  Church  and  state. — Beer-, 
1.  By  law  no  Dissenter  is  capable  ef  »•;' 
station  which  can  be  sopposed  to  read* ' * 
dangerous.  2.  And  since  tbe  several  sets  d 
Dissenters  ditfor  from  each  other  as  bike  1 
tliry  do  from  the  established  church,  the. 
never  form  of  themselves  a national  chert 
nor  have  they  any  temptation  to  set  «?«?' 
one  *ect  among  them : for  in  that  cast 
tlie  other  sects  can  evpect,  is  only  a talennr. 
which  they  already  enjoy  by  the  indulges  • 
the  state  ; and  therefore,  it  is  their  intend 
support  the  established  church  against  air  r-r- 
sect  that  would  attempt  to  destroy  it. — li  h 
nevertheless,  the  Dissenters  were  danger,' 
seventy  is  not  so  proper  ami  effectual  a rri 
to  reduce  them  to  the  church,  as  a chariot" 
indulgence,  as  is  manifest  by  eaperience.  Etc' 
having  been  more  Dissenters  reconciled  tt>  d* 
church  since  tbe  Act  of  Toleration,  this  a » 
tlte  time  since  the  Act  of  Uniformly,  to  tV 
time  of  the  said  Act  of  Toleration,  and  the- 
is  scarce  one  considerable  family  in  Eaghfd* 
Communion  with  (lie  Dissenters ; strew.’ 
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ke  them  hypocrites,  bat  not  converts. — III.  I 
■everity  could  be  supposed  ever  to  be  of  use, 
this  is  not  a proper  time  for  ir,  while  wc  are  ; 
eateued  with  much  greater  dangers  to  our 
inch  and  nation, against  which  the  Protestant 
centers  have  joined,  and  are  still  willing  to 
i with  us  in  our  defence  ; and  therefore  we 
old  not  drive  them  from  us ; by  enforcing 
taws  against  them,  inn  matter  which,  of 
others,  must  most  sensibly  grieve  them,  via. 
education  of  their  children  ; which  reduces 
m to  a necessity  either  of  breeding  them  in 
*ny  they  do  not  approve,  or  of  leaving  them 
hout  instruction. — IV.  This  must  be  the 
re  grievous  to  the  Dissenters,  because  it 
i little  expected  from  tho  members  of  the 
ablisbcd  ciiurch,  after  so  favourable  an  in- 
genceas  the  Act  of  Toleration,  and  the  re* 
tied  declarations  and  professions  from  the 
one,  and  former  parliaments,  against  nil  pro- 
utiou,  which  is  the  peculiar  badge  of  the 
tuan  Church,  which  avows  and  practises 
i doctrine ; and  yet  this  has  not  been 
abated  even  upon  the  Papists,  for  nil  the 
s made  against  them  have  been  the  effects 
I just  punishment  »»f  treasons,  from  time  to 
ie  committed  against  the  State:  hut  it  is 
: pretended  that  this  Bill  is  designed  ns  a pu- 
htneutof  any  crime  which  the  Protestnnt- 
aenters  have  been  guilty  of  against  the  civil 
'eminent,  or  that  they  are  disaffected  to  the 
itestaot  Succession,  as  by  law  established  ; 
in  this  their  zeal  is  very  conspicuous — V. 
•II  the  instances  of  making  laws,  or  of  a 
id  execution  of  the  laws  against  Dissenters, 

* very  remarkable,  that  the  design  wus  to 
alien  the  clmrch  and  to  drive  them  into  one 
mnon  interest  ith  the  Papists,  and  to  join 
m in  measure-  tending  to  the  destruction  of 
This  was  the  tmthod  suggested  by  Popish 
JncPs,  to  prepare  them  for  two  successive  de- 
rations in  the  time  of  king  Charles  2,  and  the 
lowing  one  issued  out  by  king  James  2,  to 
n nil  our  civil  and  religious  rights:  nnd  we 
•not  think  that  the  arts  and  contrivances  of 
f H »pists  to  subvert  our  church,  are  proper 
*ns  to  preserve  it,  especially  at  a time  when 
are  in  more  danger  of  Popery  than  ever 
the  designs  of  the  Pretender,  supported  by 
i nighty  power  of  the  French  king,  who  is 
$*§cd  to  extirpate  our  religion,  and  by  great 
robers  in  this  kingdom,  who  are  professedly 
his  interests. — VI.  But  if  the  Dissenters 
>uld  not  be  provoked  by  this  severity,  to 
ncur  in  the  destruction  of  their  country  and 
J Protestant  Religion,  yet  we  may  justly  fear 
iy  may  he  driven  by  this  Bill  from  England, 
the  great  prejudice  of  our  manufactures,  for, 
we  garnet)  them  by  the  persecution  ahroad 
we  may  lose  them  by  the  like  proceedings 
home.  Lastly,  The  miseries  we  apprehend 
re,  are  greatly  enhanced  by  extending  this  Poll 
Ireland,  where  the  consequences  of  it  may  be 
*1;  for  since  the  number  of  Papists  in  that 
®?dom  far  exceeds  the  Protestants  of  all  deno- 
nmons  together,  and  that  the  Dissenters  are 
bv  treated  as  enemies,  or  at  lea9t,  as  persons 


dangerous  to  that  Church  nnd  State,  who  have 
always,  in  all  times,  joined,  and  still  would  join, 
with  the  members  of  that  church,  in  their  com- 
mon enemy  of  their  religion ; and,  since  the 
army  there  is  very  much  reduced,  the  Protes- 
tants, thus  Unnecessarily  divided,  seem  to  u* 
to  be  exposed  to  the  danger  of  another  massa- 
cre, and  the  Protestant  Religion  in  danger  of 
being  extirpated. — And  we  may  farther  fear 
that  the  Scots  in  Britain,  whose  national 
church  is  Presbyterian,  will  not  so  heartily  and 
zealously  join  with  us  in  our  defence,  when  they 
see  those  of  the  same  nation,  tnme  blood,  and 
same  religion,  fco  hardly  treated  by  us. — And 
this  will  still  he  more  grievous  to  the  Protestant 
Dissenters  in  Ireland,  because  whilst  the  Po- 
pish Priests  ore  registered,  and  so  indulged  by 
law,  as  that  they  exercise  their  religion  with- 
out molestation,  the  Dissenters  are  so  far 
from  enjoying  the  like  Toleration  that  the  law* 
are  by  this  Bill  enforced  against  them.  (Signed) 
Somerset,  Dorchester,  Scarborough,  Notting- 
ham, Havers  ham,  Halifax,  VV.  Lincoln,  Dorset 
end  Middlesex,  Sunderland,  Bolton,  Grafton, 
Derby,  Carlisle,  Foley,  Greenwich,  J.  Ely, 
T.  Wharton,  Cornwallis,  Tornngton,  Devon- 
shire, Lincoln,  Somets,  Montagu,  Radnor,  W. 
Asaph,  Towiishend,  Orford,  Rockingham, 
Schoinberg  nud  Lempstcr,  J.  Bangor,  De  Lon- 
gucvillc,  J.  I.andatT,  Cowper.** 

Proclamation  for  apprehending  the  Prc - 
tender. ] June  23.  Upon  information  given 
to  the  carl  of  Whartdn,  that  two  Irish  officers, 
Hugh  and  William  Kelly,  were  enlisting  men 
for  the  Pretender  in  Loudon  and  Westminster, 
he  carried  his  evidence  to  Chief-Justice  Parker, 
upon  whose  warrant  William  Kelly  was  seized 
at  Gravesend,  with  five  men  iulistc d,  ns  Hugh 
Kelly  was  n few  days  after  at  Deal,  with  a pass 
from  the  earl  of  Middleton,  Secretary  of  State 
to  the  Pretender.  This  affair  having  made  a 
great  noise,  the  ministers  could  not  avoid 
; taking  notice  of  those  treasonable  practices; 
and  a Proclamation  was  published  “ for  ap- 
prehending the  Pretender,  whenever  he  should 
laud,  or  attempt  to  land  in  Great  Britain,  nnd 
promising  a reward  of  5,000/^  for  that  service.'* 
The  Commons  vote  an  Address  of  Thanks 
thereon .]  The  next  day,  Mr.  Freeman  having 
moved  in  the  House  of  Commons  for  an  Ad- 
dress of  thanks  for  the  Proclamation,  he  was 
seconded  by  Mr.  Auditor  Harley,  and  support- 
ed by  the  earl  of  Hertford,  who  added,  “ That 
the  5,000/.  mentioned  in  the  queen’s  Procla- 
mation was  too  small  a recompence  for  so  im- 
portant a service and  therefore  moved  for 
an  addition,  to  the  Address,  “ That  this  Housft 
would  chearfullv  aid  and  assist  her  majesty,  by 
granting  the  sum  of  100,000/.  as  a further  re- 
ward to  any,  who  should  perforin  so  great  a 
service  to  her  majesty  and  her  kingdoms.” 
This  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Bromley,  sir  William 
Windham,  and  Mr.  Campion,  who  suggested, 
11  That  the  promising  of  a reward  so  far  beyond 
what  was  mentioned  in  the  queen’j  Proclama- 
tion, would  be  a sort  of  reflection  on  her  ma- 
jesty.'* 
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The  Queen  s Answer.]  June  24.  But  this  ob- 
jection being  exploded,  the  Address  was  unani- 
mously carried,  and,  four  days  after,  presented 
by  the  whole  House  to  the  queen,  who  told 
them,  “ That  the  hearty  concern  they  shewed 
in  it. for  the  Protestant  Succession,  was  very 
agreeable  to  her:  and  that  she  hoi-ed,  their 
concurrence  would  have  the  desired  effect  in 
removing  jealousies,  and  quieting  the  uinids  of 
her  good  subjects.” 

Proceedings  of  the  Lords  against  th>'  Pre- 
tender.]  The  tame  day  the  earl  of  Nottingham 
moved  in  the  House  oi  Lords  for  an  Address 
of  thanks  for  the  Proclamation  against  the  Pre- 
tender, and  was  seconded  by  the  lord  Halifax. 
The  earl  of  Whartm,  who  likewise  supported 
the  motion,  holding  the  queen’s  Proclamation 
in  his  hand,  most  pathetically  lamented  her 
majesty’s  owning  that  her  endeavours  to  re- 
move the  Pretender  from  Lorrnin  had  been 
ineffectual.  u Unhappy  princess,  (said  he)  how 
much  is  her  condition  altered  ! Will  posterity 
believe,  that  so  great  a queen,  who  had  reduced 
the  exorbitant  power  of  France,  giving  a king 
to  Spain,  nnd  whose  very  ministers  have  made 
the  emperor  and  the  States-General  to  tremble, 
should  yet  want  power  to  make  so  petty,  so 
inconsiderable  a prince  as  the  duke  of  Lorrain, 
comply  with  her  just  request,  of  removing  out 
of  his  dominions  the  Pretender  to  her  crown  ?” 

The  Lords ' Address  against  the  Pretender.] 
None  of  the  peers  spoke  against  the  earl  of 
Nottingham's  motion,  so  that  the  same  was 
carried,  nem.  con.  and  the  Lords’  Address  being 
immediately  drawn  up,  and  ngreed  upon,  was, 
the  next  day,  presented  to  her  majesty  as 
follows : 

“ Most  gracious  -Sovereign, 

tl  We,  your  majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal  in 
tmrliament  assembled,  in  a just  sense  and  ac- 
knowledgment of  your  majesty's  goodness,  re- 
turn our  most  humble  thunks  for  the  Proclama- 
tion which  your  majesty,  at  the  request  of  this 
House,  has  been  graciously  pleased  to  issue,  for 
apprehending  the  Pretender,  in  case  he  should 
land,  or  attempt  to  land,  in  any  of  your  ma- 
jesty's dominions.— And  since  your  majesty's 
mstunecs  for  removing  the  Pretender  from 
Lorrain,  have  hitherto  been  ineffectual,  we  take 
this  occasion  to  repeat  our  humble  request  and 
advice  to  your  majesty,  to  endeavour,  in  the 
mo6t  proper  and  speediest  manner,  not  only 
to  renew  the  alliance*  your  majesty  had  with 
the  princes  of  Europe,  but  also  to  invite  them, 
and  particularly  the  emperor  and  the  king  of 
Prussia,  into  the  guaranty  of  the  Protestant 
Succession  as  by  law  established,  in  the  most 
serene  House  of  Brunswick,  and  to  desire  them 
to  join  with  your  majesty,  in  pressing  »he  duke 
of  Lorrain,  not  to  suffer  the  Pretender  to  re- 
main in  any  part  of  his  dominions. — And  since 
the  Papists  and  nonjurors  arc  so  insolent,  as  not 
only  to  support  the  Pretender's  claim  to  your 
royal  crown,  by  their  writings  and  discourses,  but 
also  traiterously  to  enlist  men  into  his  service, 
and  to  send  them  to  France  ; we  most  humbly 


beseech  your  majesty  to  issue  out  your  rcn  1 
Proclamation,  promising  a reward  to  slhval 
persons  as  shall  discover  to  any  of  vu?| 
magistrates,  and  cause  to  he  epi  rebec  k 
any  person  who  hath  already  luted 
person,  or  bath  been  listed  m Great  Er- 
tain  or  Ireland,  iuto  the  service  of  ibe  l*rr 
teiider,  or  that  shall  carry  surh  person  * a faui 
— And  we  do  further  pray  your  majesty  ti 
give  orders  to  all  your  majesty's  officers,  aw 
magistrates,  to  put  the  laws  m execution agasst 
the  Papists  and  nonjurors,  by  taking  frcatk* 
their  horses  and  arms,  and  confining  turn's 
their  usual  habitations,  in  such  manner  » m 
law  is  directed  : And  that  your  majesty  wtJ  W 
pleased  to  require  an  exact  account  of  tta 
procee  dings  therein,  to  be  transmuted  by  r« 
respectively,  to  your  majesty  in  conocsl,  ud 
to  direct  die  same  to  be  laid  before  tha Haoc 
at.  their  next  meeting.” 

The  Queen's  Answer.]  Her  majesty  * As- 
swer  whs  as  follows: 

4*  My  Lorda ; I thank  you  kindly  fortfcw 
dress.  And  I am  glad  vou  arc  pleased 
what  I have  done  for  the  Protestaat Secctt- 
sion. — You  may  be  assured  1 shall  continue  i 
do  whatever  I judge  necessary  for  the  secure^ 
our  religion,  the  liberty  of  my  people,  aod  » 
putting  an  end  to  the  vain  hopes  of  tbef-v 
tender.” 

Debate  in  the  Lords  about  a Bdlisyrco* 
enlisting  Soldiers  for  the  Pretender.]  Tbekri 
Bolitigbioke,  being  come  into  the  Hau* 
Peers,  just  after  the  above  Address  was  sml 
appeared  a little  surprized  at  that 
and  said,  * There  was  a more  effectual  *ayi* 
secure  the  Succession  in  the  House  ofllxuu-r 
Some  members  expressing  their  desire, tiut * 
would  offer  it  to  the  House,  he  proposed » 
bill,  to  make  it  high-treason  to  list  or  t» lt 
in)isted  into  the  Pretender’s  service.  Tbe  W 
Halifax  represented,  * That  such  a bill  ■* 
altogether  needless,  both  the  Pretender, a*1 
all  his  adherents,  being  already  artaioud  * 
high- treason.  However,  he  should  be  •:> ^ 
such  a bill  were  brought  in,  because,  * - 
some  alterations,  it  might  be  made  a very  ^ 
one.’  The  bill  was  accordingly  brought  *• 
and,  in  a committee  of  the  whole  Hofet,  * 
which  the  lord  Boimgbruke  was  chairman. 
lords  Halifax, Townsbend,  Cowper, Sower*,b- 
Wharton,  made  it  their  business  to  shew,  ‘ 1 • 
the  Pretender  was  incouMderablc  of  brands** 
not  to  he  feared,  but  so  far  forth,  ns  be  ** 
countenanced  and  protected  bv  the  Itcoc* 
king,  whose  interest  and  constant  design 
impose  him  upon  these  realms.*  And  there- 
fore they  moved,  and  it  was  agreed,  That  tw 
t tie  of  the  Bill  should  be,  * To  preveut  u* 
listing  her  majesty’s  sub'ects  to  serve  - 1 
diers,  without  her  majesty's  license;’  and  that 
it  should  be  * high-treason  to  list,  or  be  h&i 
to  serve  any  foreign  prince,  state,  or  poteens 
without  a license  under  the  sign  manual  otto 
majesty,  her  heirs  or  successors.’  The  folk)** 
ing  Proviso  was  likewise  agreed  to,  ‘ That  * 
license  should  be  effectual  to  exempt  wj 
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person  from  the  penalties  of  this  act,  vrho 
should  list,  or  cause  to  be  listed  into  the  service 
of  the  French  king,  until  after  the  French  king 
should  hare  disbanded  and  dismissed  all  the 
regiments,  troops,  or  companies  of  soldiers, 
which  he  had  iu  his  service,  consisting  of  the 
natural-born  subjects  of  Great-Britain  : this 
act  to  continue  in  force  for  three  years/  With 
these  amendments,  the  Bill  was  sent  to  the 
Commons,  who  gave  it  their  concurrence.* 

Debate  in  the  Lords  about  the  Spanish  Trade.] 
July  27.  The  Lords  took  into’consideration  the 
Trade  to  Spain  and  the  West-Indies^;  and  the 
earl  of  Nottingham  made  it  plainly  appear, 
that  by  reason  of  the  discouragements,  to  which 
that  trade  was  subjected  by  the  explanations 
of  the  third,  fifth,  and  eighth  articles  of  the 
treaty  of  commerce  between  Great-Britain  and 
Spain  (which  explanations  were  made  at  Ma- 
drid, after  signing  the  treaty  at  Utrecht)  it 
was  impossible  for  our  merchants  to  carry  on 
that  trade  without  certain  loss.  This  was  con- 
firmed by  the  testimony  of  sir  William  Hodges, 
■nd  about  tinny  more  eminent  merchants, 
who,  being  called  into  the  House,  unanimously 
averred,  that,  unless  the  explanations  of  these 
three  articles  were  rescinded,  ihcy  could  not 
carry  on  their  commerce  without  losing  twenty 
or  twenty- five  per  cent.  It  was  observed,  • the 
Treasurer  joined  with  the  Lords,  who  insisted 
3u  the  hearing  of  the  Spanish  merchants;  which 
was  strenuously  opposed  by  the  lord  Boling- 
broke.  But,  after  a long  debate,  it  was  re- 
vived to  address  the  queen,  for  * All  the 
papers  relating  to  the  negociatio'n  of  the  Treaty 
3!  Commerce  with  Spain  ; with  the  names  of 
the  persons,  who  advised  her  majesty  to  that 
Treaty/  The  queen  sent  an  Answer,  “ That, 
being  given  to  understand,  that  the  three  ex- 
planatory Articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Commerce 
with  Spain  were  not  detrimental  to  the  trade 
3f  her  subjects,  she  had  consented  to  their 
being  ratified  with  the  Treaty/'  The  queen 
taking  uo  mention  of  the  persons,  who  had  nd- 
rised  her  to  ratify  those  explanatory  Article^ 
which  was  the  chief  design  of  the  address) 
*veral  members  excepted  against  the  Answer 
is  unsatisfactory.  And,  among  the  rest,  the 
:arl  of  Wharton  and  the  lord  Halifax  repre- 
sented, ‘ That,  if  so  little  regard  was  shewn  to 
he  addresses  and  applications  of  that  august 
issembly  to  the  sovereign,  they  had  no  busi- 
ness in  that  House  ;*  and  moved,  that  a Repre- 
sentation be  made  to  her  majesty,  to  lay 
>efore  her  the  insuperable  difficulties,  that  at- 

* “ This,  and  other  provisions  against  the 
Pretender,  seemed  the  more  necessary,  be- 
cause his  friends  were  by  this  time  grown  to 
hat  height  of  assurance,  as  publicly  to  assert 
nis  right,  and  drink  his  health.  To  this  pur- 
pose, above  an  hundred  Irish  papists  had  a 
feast  at  the  Sun-tavern  in  the  Strand,  where 
the  lord  Fingal  was  chosen  steward,  and  all 
that  came  were  admitted  by  a printed  ticket, 
m which  was  the  image  of  a pope,  or  popish 
vunt,  treading  heresy  uoder  foot.”  Tindal. 

vol.  yi. 
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tended  the  Spanish  Trade  on  the  foot  of  the 
late  Treaty  : which  was  agreed  to  : it  was  aLu 
moved,  That  the  House  should  insist  on  her 
majesty’s  naming  the  persons,  who  noised  her 
to  ratify  the  three  explanatory  Articles.  But 
the  courtiers  warded  off  that  blow,  which  was 
chiefly  levelled  at  the  lord  Bolingbroke,  and 
his  agent  Arthur  Moore. 

The  next  day,  the  Lords  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Spanish  Trade,  and  to  the 
examination  of  the  Commissioners  of  Trade 
and  Plantations.  The  earl  of  Wharton  said 
ironically,  ‘ He  did  not  doubt  but  one  of  those 
gentlemen  could  make  it  appear,  that  the 
Treaty  of  Commerce  with  Spain  was  very  ad- 
vantageous/ which  was  meant  of  Arthur 
Moore,  who  had  the  chief  management  of  tint 
affair,  and  who  contradicted  himself  in  his  an- 
swers to  several  questions,  asked  him.  by  the 
lord  Cowper  about  the  three  explanatory  Arti- 
cles. This  was  aggravated  by  the  confession 
of  the  other  Commissioners,  particulai  iy  of  Mr. 
Robert  Monkton,  who  declared,  Mr.  Moore 
I only  read  cursorily  to  them  the  articles,  without 
giving  them  time  to  examine  the  same.  Be- 
sides which  Mr.  Popple,  their  secretary,  de- 
posed, that  Mr.  Moore  had  shewn  him  a letter 
in  French  from  monsieur  Orry,  directed  to  don 
Arturio  Moro,  importing  in  substance,  * That 
must  not  expect  the  2,000  louis  d’ors  per 
a^num,  that  had  been  promised  him,  unless  he 
got  the  three  explanatory  Articles  ratified/ 
Though  the  Lords  came  to  no  resolution  about 
that  affair,  at  a general  court  of  the  South-sea 
fcbmpany,  upon  a full  hearing  of  a complaint 
of  captain  Johnson,  it  was  resolved,  * That 
Arthur  Moore,  while  a director  of  this  com- 
pany, was  privy  to  and  encouraged  a design  of 
carrying  on  a clandestine  trade,  to  the  preju- 
dice of  this  corporation,  contrary  to  his  oath, 
and  in  breach  of  the  trust  reposed  in  him ; and 
that,  for  sutjh  his  breach  of  trust,  lie  be  de- 
clared incapable  of  being  a director  of,  or  hav- 
ing any  other  employment  in  this  company/ 
This  censure  made  a great  noise,  and  was  highly 
resented  by  the  lord  Bolingbroke. 

July  8.  The  Lords  examined  Mr.  Lowndes, 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  and  Mr.  Taylor, 
first  clerk,  concerning  the  Assiento  Contract. 
They  confessed,  that  they  were  only  nominal 
assignees  for  the  quarter  part  of  the  Assiento 
contract  reserved  for  the  queen,  and  that  some 
persons,  to  them  unknown  (but  who  were 
strongly  suspected  to  be  the  lord  Bolingbroke, 
the  lady  Masham,  and  Mr.  Arthur  Moore) 
were  to  have  the  benefit  of  it.  The  lord  Cow- 
per having  represented,  ‘That  the  uncertainty 
and  suspence,  in  which  the  South-sea  company 
had  along  time  been  kept,  whether  her  majesty 
would  retain  to  herself,  or  give  to  the  Company, 
the  quarter  part  of  the  Assiento  contract  re- 
served to  her,  had  been  the  principal  obstruc- 
tion to  the  Company’s  carrying  on  that  trade  / 
the  earl  of  Wharton  moved,  for  an  Address  to 
the  queen,  * To  give  to  the  Soutl»-sea  Com- 
pany, not  only  that  quarter  part  of  the  Assiento 
contract,  but  also  the  7{  per  cent,  granted  to 
4 S 
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Manasses  Gilligau,  and  any  other  profits  aris- 
ing from  that  contract.’  But,  the  question 
being  put,  it  was  carried  in  the  negative  by  50 
voices  against  43.  After  this,  on  the  earl  of 
Anglesey's  motion,  it  was  resolved  by  56  votes 
against  40,  to  present  an  Address,  to  return 
thanks  for  her  majesty's  having  so  generously 
given,  not  only  licenses  for  two  ships  of  500 
tuns  each,  and  the  Assiento  Contract ; lut  also 
the  quarter  part,  which  she  was  pleased,  at  first, 
to  reserve  to  herself;  and  that  she  would  be 
pleased,  that  such  other  advantages,  which 
were,  or  might  he,  vested  in  her,  might  be  dis- 
posed of  for  the  use  of  the  public.  This  day’s 
debate  took  up  the  Lords  till  nine  o'clock  in  the 
evening ; so  they  had  no  time,  as  some  Whig 
Lords  designed  it,  to  proceed  to  the  censure  of 
Air.  Moore. 

Jirlv  9.  The  Queen’s  Answer  to  their  Ad- 
dress was  reported  : “ That  she  always  had  a 
great  consideration  for  the  advice  of  the  House : 
and,  as  to  the  particulars  desired,  she  would 
dispose  of  them,  as  she  should  judge  best  for 
the  service.”  The  latter  part  of  this  Answer 
was  very  ill  relished  by  the  Whig  lords  ; and 
some  members  took  occasion  to  complain  of 
the  queen's  silence  in  relation  to  the  persons, 
who  advised  her  to  ratify  the  three  explanatory 
Articles. 

Queen  Anne’s  last  Speech  to  he*  Par- 
liament. J The  same  day,  the  Luttery-bill 
bemg  ready  for  the  royal  assent,  the  queen 
came  to  tl;e  House  of  Peers,  and  put  an  end 
to  the  session  with  the  fallowing  Speech  to 
both  Houses  : 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen; 

“ The  progress,  which  has  been  made  in 
public  business,  and  the  season  of  the  year, 
render  it  both  convenient  and  necessary,  that 
1 should  put  an  end  to  this  session. 

“ Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons; 

“ I return  you  my  hearty  thanks  for  all  your 
good  services  to  me  and  to  your  country,  and 
particularly  for  the  supplies  you  have  given  me, 
as  well  to  defray  the  expences  of  the  current 
year,  as  towards  the  discharge  of  the  national 
debts.  In  nur  present  circumstances,  it  could 
not  be  expected,  that  a full  provision  should  be 
made  on  both  these  heads.  What  you  have 
granted  shall  be  laid  out  with  the  best  husban- 
dry, and  to  the  greatest  advantage. 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  ; 

“ I hope  early  in  the  winter  to  meet  you 
again,  and  to  find  you  in  such  a temper,  as  is 
necessary  for  the  real  improvement  of  our 
commerce,  and  of  all  the  other  advantages  of 
Peace.  My  chief  concern  is  to  preserve  to 
you,  and  to  your  posterity,  our  holy  religion, 
and  the  liberty  of  my  subjects,  and  to  secure 
the  present  and  future  tranquillity  of  my  king- 
doms. But  I tnu-t  tell  you  plainly,  that  these 
desirable  ends  can  never  he  attained,  unless 
you  bring  the  same  dispositions  on  your  parts  ; 
unless  all  groundless  jealousies,  which  create 
and  foment  divisions  amongst  you,  be  laid 
aside;  and  Unless  you  shew  the  same  regard 
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for  my  just  prerogative,  and  for  the  honour  rf 
uiy  government,  as  I have  always  expressed  fe 
tiie  rights  of  my  people.” 

When  the  queen  had  ended  her  Speech,  tin 
parliament  was  prorogued  to  the  10th  of  Au- 
gust, but  she  died  before  that  day  came. 

Open  Kupture  among  the  Ministers.\  Pre- 
sently after  the  rising  of  the  parliament,  the 
discnrti  among  the  ministers  came  to  xn  opea 
rupture.  The  Treasurer,  ever  since  he  had  re- 
ceived the  staff,  had  kept  to  himself  the  pr.> 
cipal  direction  of  domestic  affairs,  and  the  cs- 
posal  of  most  places  of  profit ; and,  by  the 
credit  and  interest  of  his  post,  and  favour  «ith 
the  queen,  had  procured  advantageous  alhanca 
for  his  children,  brought  great  riches  into  ha 
family,  and  advanced  all  his  relations,  whfet 
the  conduct  of  foreign  affairs  lay  on  the  lord 
Bolingbroke,  who,  as  he  was  less  circuraspm 
in  the  prosecution  of  bold  measures  than  the 
Treasurer,  had  therefore  the  largest  shat  ci 
the  public  odium,  without  any  other  adrunatt 
than  the  profits  of  his  office,  most  of  wbkt  I* 
lavished  away  in  riotous  pleasures.  Being  * 
man  impatient  of  dependance,  he  had  frequert 
warm  expostulations  with  the  Treasurer,  win. 
thinking  himself  secure  in  the  queen’s  ftmer, 
and  in  his  interest  with  the  parliament,  disrr- 
garded  his  complaints,  by  which  the  Secretin 
was  still  more  enraged.  Their  private  dispute 
would  often  have  ended  in  an  open  quarrel, 
had  not  the  queen,  assisted  by  the  chancefc 
and  lady  Masham,  as  often  reconciled  them,  a 
rather,  had  not  their  confederacy  in  the  1st 
measures,  made  them  suspend  their  mutual  la- 
ired to  consult  their  common  safety.  But,  a 
soon  as  the  danger  was  over,  by  the  pad-a- 
ment's solemn  approbation  of  tlic  Peace,  it  ap- 
peared, there  was  an  irreconcileable  rivahhf 
and  enmity  between  them.  Before  th»b* 
struggle,  the  Treasurer,  cither  finding  his  i»- 
terest  declining  at  court,  or  despairing  of  tfs 
queen’s  life,  and  apprehending  the  consequents 
of  the  late  steps,  bethought  himself  of  ktiroeh 
retreat ; and,  to  that  end,  endeavoured  to  <»• 
concile  himself  to  the  Whigs.  He  tried  to  pa 
the  friendship  of  the  lord  Cowper,  who  bad  the 
greatest  weight  amongst  them  ; and,  with  tl* 
view,  procured  him  to  be  chosen  umpire  be- 
tween liis  son,  the  lofd  Harley,  and  toe  M 
Pelham,  in  a controversy  about  the  inheritance 
of  the  late  duke  of  Newcastle.  But  the  led 
Cowper  contented  himself  with  arbitrating  A 
matter  according  to  the  strictest  rules  of  equity, 
and  with  doing  justice  to  the  son,  wftbeot 
espousing  the  interest  of  the  father.  Ch 
the  other  hand,  the  Treasurer  expected  to  be 
strongly  supported  by  the  duke  of  Shrews  bur, 
who  had  maintained  himself  in  the  esteem  both 
of  the  sovereign  and  of  the  public,  and  »b«* 
late  behaviour  in  Iretand  had  endeared  him  :» 
the  well-affected  to  the  Hanover  succew. 
But  the  duke,  justly  resenting  the  neglect  of 
the  ministers,  while  he  was  at  Dublin,  »u 
very  much  unconcerned  about  them,  when  to 
came  to  London,  and  rather  inflamed  than  mo- 
derated their  differences,  by  complaining  to  tie 
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jueen  of  some  orders,  that  had  been  sent  him, 
which  he  thought  inconsistent  with  her  ma- 
esty’s  and  the  nation’s  service.  Notwithstand- 
ng  these  disappointments,  theTreasurer  formed 
i design  of  removing  his  competitor,  as  the 
jest  means  to  approve  his  affection  to  the  Pro- 
estant  succession,  and  therefore  set  Mr.  Ro- 
iert  Moukton  against  Mr.  Arthur  Moore  (the 
ord  Bolingbroke's  creature)  who  narrowly 
scaped  a censure  in  the  House  of  Peers,  in 
ihich  theTreasurer  hoped  the  Secretary  might 
live  been  involved.  But,  in  this  very  instance, 
he  Treasurer  found  he  had  lost  considerable 
round  at  court,  the  queen  having  thought  fit, 
t the  lord  Bolingbroke's  desire,  to  put  a »ud- 
en  stop  to  that  inquiry.  And  it  appeared  soon 
fter,  that,  by  his  superior  interest  with  lady 
lashun,  by  the  assistance  of  the  lord  chan* 
ellor,  by  his  humouring  the  queen’s  natural 
icliu&tiun,  and  boldly  pursuing  the  measures 
be  bad  entered  upon,  the  Secretary  entirely 
lined  his  rival  in  her  favour  and  confidence.* 
The  Treasurer,  in  this  situation  of  his  affairs, 
rote  a Letter  to  the  queen,  and  with  it  sent 
er  an  Account  of  Public  Affairs  from  August 
ie  8th,  1710,  to  June  the  8th?  1714;f  in 
hich  he  endeavours  to  justify  his  own  con- 
uct,  and  expose  the  uneasy,  turbulent,  and 
mbitious  spirit  of  lord  Bolingbroke.  But  this 
ad  not  the  intruded  effect  upon  the  queen. 

The  Lord  Treasurer  Oxford  removed. j While 
te  court  was  in  this  ferment,  something  hap* 
sned,  which  hastened  the  Treasurer’s  dis- 
ace.  Some  pretend,  the  lord  Bolingbroke 
id  intelligence,  pud  informed  the  queen  of 
ie  Treasurer’s  inviting  the  duke  of  Marlbo- 
•ugh  to  come  over  (for  which  purpose  the 
ike  was  indeed  arrived  at  Ostend)  and  of  his 
irate  conferences  with  several  Whig  Lords  : 
hers,  that  he  was  suspected  of  discovering  the 
iten’s  counsels  to  the  court  of  Hanover,  and 
en  of  patting  them  upon  demanding  a writ 
r the  duke  ot  Cambridge:  others  again,  that 
t was  both  against  the  scheme  of  new-mo- 
iling the  army,  and  the  project  of  u new 
Tensive  and  defensive  league  between  Great- 
it&in,  France,  Spain,  Sweden,  and  Sicily  : 
id  others,  still,  that  the  queen  was  extremely 
igry  at  his  presuming  to  send  orders  to  Ire- 
id  without  consulting  with  her  or  the  council ; 
>d  that  the  duke  of  Shrewsbury  insisted  on 
s removal,  which  the  duke  of  Marlborough 
d made  a previous  condition  of  his  return  to 
igland.  But  a certain  Author  (who  writ  in 
I vindication)  plainly  asserts,  that  his  disgrace 
u intirely  owing  to  his  attachment  to  the 
iusc  of  Hanover,  whose  succession  his  ene- 
ies  were  resolved  to  prevent.  However  this 
i,  on  the  20th  of  July  the  Chancellor  (w  ho 
d retired  into  the  country  for  a few  days) 
is  sent  for  in  haste  ; and  the  next  day  was  in 
ise  conference  with  the  queen  and  the  lord 
lliogbroke  ; after  which  it  was  generally  re- 
ined, the  Treasurer  would  be  speedily  re- 

* Boyer.  Tindal. 
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moved.  It  was  said  at  the  same  time,  that,  to 
soften  his  fall,  the  queen  designed  to  bestow  on 
him  an  annual  pension  of  5,00 Ol.  for  life,  with 
the  title  of  ddke  of  Newcastle;  and,  upon  his 
recommendation,  to  give  the  title  of  earl  of 
Clare  to  the  lord  Pelham.  Bur,  contrary  to 
his  own,  and  indeed  the  general  expectation, 
wiien  he  came  to  court  oil  the  27  th  of  July  the 
staff  was  taken  from  him,  rather  with  morti- 
fying than  agreeable  circumstances.  It  is  cer- 
tain, that  severe  reproaches  passed,  in  the 
queen’s  hearing,  between  the  falling  minister, 
and  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  the  lady  Masham, 
whom  theTreasurer  had  disobliged  some  days 
before,  by  making  a demur  to  a grant  she  bad 
obtained  of  1,500/.  a year,  and  whom  he  looked 
upon  as  accessary  to  his  disgrace)  He  told 
them,  * He  had  been  wronged  and  abused  by 
lyes  and  misrepresentations  ; but  he  should  be 
revenged,  and  leave  some  people  as  low  as  he 
found  them/  These  expostulations  could  not 
but  shock  the  sick  queen,  and  give  her  uneasy 
suspicions  of  her  being  abused  and  deluded  by 
one  or  two,  if  not  by  all  three,  of  her  principal 
ministers.  It  is  pretended,  that  in  this  agita- 
tion of  thought,  ivhich  opened  her  eyes,  she 
resolved  to  resign  herself  wholly  to  the  con- 
duct of  the  duke  of  Shrewsbury.  But  it  can 
hardly  be  supposed,  that  in  her  condition,  she 
was  capable  of  forming  a resolution  so  incon- 
sistent with  her  late  measures.  It  is  far  more 
reasonable  to  imagine  that  the  lord  Boling- 
broke, having  gained  so  great  an  ascendant 
over  her,  was  most  likely  to  succeed  the  earl 
of  Oxford  in  the  management  of  affairs.  This 
is  certain,  the  very  day,  the  Treasurer  was  re 
moved,  the  lord  Bolingbroke  entertained  at 
dinner  the  generals  Stanhope,  Cadogan,  and 
Palmes,  sir  William  Wyndham,  Mr.  Graggs, 
and  some  other  gentlemen;  which  meeting  of 
men  of  such  opposite  principles  occasioned 
various  speculations.  The  most  probable  con- 
jecture was,  that  the  lord  Bolingbroke,  con- 
sidering he  could  not  depend  on  the  queen’s 
precarious  life  to  accomplish  his  designs,  and 
foreseeing  a storm,  he  could  not  be  able  to  wea- 
ther, resolved  to  strike  in  with  the  Whigs,  and 
to  invite  over  the  duke  of  Marlborough  ; in 
which  he  had  reason  to  expect  better  success 
than  his  late  rival,  with  whom  the  duke  had 
vowed  never  to  be  reconciled.  Some  other 
particulars  were  at  that  time  mentioned  to  cor- 
roborate the^e  suggestions.  But  though  the 
duke  of  Marlborough,  after  having  been  de- 
tained about  a fortnight  by  contrary  winds, 
did,  at  this  very  time,  embark  at  Usiend  for 
Kngland  ; yet  the  true  motive  of  his  coming  at 
this  critical  juncture  is  not  certainly  known.  It 
appeared  plainly,  however,  soon  after,  that, 
whatever  were  the  lord  Bolingbroke’s  thoughts 
and  views  at  this  lime,  the  main  design  of  the 
Whigs  was  to  inflame  the  animosity  between  . 
him  and  the  earl  of  Oxford  as  the  readiest  way 
to  ruin  them  both. 

Great  Confusion  at  Court. ] The  Treasurer's 
removal  was  sa  sudden,  ana  occasioned  such 
confusion,  that  no  schema  was  either  formed 
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or  agreed  on,  to  supply  hit  place,  and  to  fill  up 
such  other'’ vacancies,  at  must  naturally  attend 
his  disgrace'.  A cabinet-council,  or  rather 
cbambi  r-consultation,  was  indeed  held  id  a 
hurry,  the  very  night  the  earl  of  Oxford  was 
removed,  and  several  persona  were  proposed  to 
manage  the  treasury,  which  was  designed  to  be 
put  in  commission.  Their  number  was  to  be 
live,  of  which  sir  William  Wyndham,  as  chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  was  to  be  one  ; but 
the  choice  of  the  other  four  perplexed  both  the 
queen  and  her  counsellors.  It  is  said,  the 
persons  named  were  the  lords  Bolinghroke, 
Paget,  Lexington,  Bathurst,  and  Mashain  ; 
the  bishop  of  London,  Mr.  Henry  Boyle,  and 
ISIr.  Bridges;  sir  John  Packington,  Mr.  Cam- 
pion, Mr.  Ilill,  and  some  others.  But,  whe- 
ther there  were  fewer  or  more  in  nomination, 
it  is  certain,  no  resolution  was  taken  as  to  the 
choice  of  any  four,  either  in  that  first  consul- 
tation, or  in  the  council  held  the  next  morning; 
several  persons  who  had  been  proposed,  and 
snoken  to,  having  declined  to  accept  a preca- 
rious employment  in  such  a juncture.  On  the 
29th  of  July,  the  cabinet-council  was  to  have 
sat  on  the  same  affair  ; but  their  meeting  was 
deferred  to  the  next  day,  by  reason  of  the 
queen's  indisposition,  which,  she  was  sensible, 
was  occasioned  by  the  late  quarrelling  among 
her  servants,  having  intimated  to  one  of  her 
physicians,  “ That  she  should  not  outlive  it.” 

The  Queen's  Sickness  and  Death. 

It  is  certain,  both  the  dispute,  to  which  she  was 
an  ear-witness,  and  the  consultation  upon  it, 
which  lasted  till  near  two  o’clock  in  the  rooming, 
occasioned  such  a violent  agitation  of  the  queen’s 
spirits,  as  could  not  hut  hinder,  according  to 
Dr.  Shadweli’s  opinion,  the  usual  discharge  of 
the  impostimmation  in  her  leg,  so nliat  the 
gouty  humour,  translating  itself  upon  the  brain, 
was  the  immediate  occasion  of  her  death.  On 
Thursday  morning  (July  29),  the  queen  finding 
herself  indisposed  with  a dozing  heaviness,  and 
a shooting  pain  in  her  head,  the  physicians 
judged  proper  she  should  he  cupped,  which  she 
iiked  belter  than  bleeding,  and  which,  in  the 
same  symptoms,  had  often  given  her  ease.  The 
queen  was  now  something  relieved  by  it ; went 
to  bed  at  the  usual  hour  ; rested  pretty  well 
till  three  o’clock  ou  Friday  morning,  (July  30) 
w hen  she  waked  ; and  finding  something  heavy 
on  her  stomach,  and  reaching  to  vomit,  she 
brought  up  some  matter,  and  then  composed 
herself  to  sleep.  Towards  seven  o’clock  site 
w aked  again  ; and,  finding  herself  pretty  well, 
rose  from  bed,  and  got  her  head  combed. 
This  done,  tow  ards  eight,  she  went  to  look  on 
the  clock  ; and  Mrs.  Danvers,  one  of  her  bed- 
chamber women,  taking  notice,  that  she  fixed 
her  eyes  along  time  upon  it,  asked  her,  * What 
she  saw  in  the  clock  more  than  ordinary  ?’ 
The  queen  answered  her  only  with  turning  her 
head,  and  a dying  look  ; at  which  Mrs.  Dan- 
vers being  frighted,  she  called  for  help.  The 
physicians  judging  she  was  seized  with  a fit  of 
an  apoplexy,  caused  her  to  be  let  blood  ; upon 
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which  she  came  to  herself  again,  and  »r 
pretty  quiet  till  a little  after  nine,  when  sbe*i» 
seized  with  a second  fit  ofheaviness  and  dozag. 
w hich  increased  so  much  upon  her,  that  fee 
above  an  hour  she  was  speechless  and  motioo- 
less.  Those  about  her  j udgiug,  she  was  either 
dead,  or  near  expiring,  the  duchess  of  Onnooc1, 
one  of  the  ladies  of  the  bed-chamber,  then  ia 
waiting,  sent,  with  all  speed,  a messenger  ta  the 
duke  her  husband,  with  this  melancholy  sen 
which  being  brought  to  ibe  committee  oi 
council,  then  assembled  at  the  Cockpit,  they 
immediately  went  to  Kensington.  Io  the  men 
time  the  physicians  thought  fit  to  give  tie 
queen  a vomit,  which  not  having  all  the  desrred 
effect,  they  administered  another  medicine, pro- 
posed by  Dr.  Mead  ; upon  which  she  recotod 
her  speech  and  senses. 

The  dukes  of  Somerset  and  Argyle,  being  a* 
formed  of  the  queen's  desperate  condition,  in- 
stantly repaired  to  Kensington,  and,  wih* 
being  summoned,  went  into  the  councikhi** 
ber,  where  the  lord-chancellor,  the  doko<t 
Shrewsbury  and  Ormond,  the  three  secretmn 
of  state,  the  bishop  of  London,  and  someotkeo 
were  iu  a committee.  It  is  easy  io  imsf&£ 
that  some  of  them  were  surprized  at  tlieir  do- 
ing in ; but,  after  they  had  acquainted  the  bow 
with  the  reasons  which  brought  them  thither, 
the  duke  of  Shrewsbury  retained  them  thirt' 
for  their  readiness  to  give  the  council  tber** 
sistance  in  that  critical  juncture.  Then  they 
took  their  places,  and  moved,  thit  lie  pbw- 
cians  might  be  examined,  and  ordered  to 
an  account  in  writing  of  the  queen’s  Hiaess. 
which  they  did.  After  this,  one  of  the  cm** 
represented,  how  necessary  it  was,  in  esse  the 
queen  died,  that  the  place  of  lord-treason 
should  be  filled  ; to  which  the  whole  boani  * 
sen  ting,  the  duke  of  Shrewsbury  was  proposed 
and  unanimously  approved,  as  the  fittest  perst- 
for  that  high  trust.  Sir  Richard  Bbcbw*- 
Dr.  Shad  well,  Dr.  Mead,  and  the  other  ptyn* 
cians,  who  were  examined,  ha» ing  assund  & 
council,  that  the  queen  was  sensible,  the  Chifr 
cellor,  with  the  duke  of  Shrewsbury,  and  k®* 
other  lords,  were  ordered  to  attend  her,  and 
before  her  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the 
cil ; upon  which  she  said,  ‘ They  could  not  re 
‘ commend  a person  she  liked  better  than  da 
* duke  of  Shrewsbury  ;r  and,  giving  him  ik 
treasurer’s  staff,  bid  him  1 use  it  forlhego**^ 
1 her  people.'  The  duke  would  hate  retard 
the  lord-chamberlain’s  staff,  but  sbedesredr* 
would  keep  them  both;  so  the  samepenon«-J 
at  once  possessed  of  three  of  the  highest pkre 
of  trust,  honour,  and  profit,  under  theero»nL: 
Great  Britain,  being  lord-treasurer,  lurd-chun- 
berlain,  nnd  lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland-  ^re 
duke’s  advancement  to  the  post  of  lord-tress* 
rer  immediately  changed  the  face  of 
baffled  the  lord  Bolingbroke’s  schemes ; ah0* 
ed  the  friends  of  the  Pretender ; and  rerntd 
the  spirits  of  the  well  affected  to  the  Hano** 
succession.  Upon  the  motion  of  tbeduko* 
Somerset  and  Argyle,  it  was  agreed,  that  n 
privy  counsellors,  in  or  about  London,  withes' 
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istinclion, should  attend;  which  the  lord  So- 
iers,  and  some  other  friends  to  the  house  of 

I .mover,  did  that  very  day. 

About  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  the 
jueen  relapsed  into  a lethargy  or  apoplectic  fit, 
iut  of  which  she  hardly  recovered  by  the  appli- 
ation  of  the  spirit  of  sal  ammoniac  to  her  nos- 
rils.  The  physicians  thought  fit  to  apply  lilis- 
rrs;  hut,  at  the  same  time,  acquainted  the 
ouncil,  that  the  queen's  life  was  in  the  utmost 
anger,  and  entirely  depended  on  the  effect  of 
his  last  remedy. 

The  queen  continued  all  night  in  a lethargic 
it,  which  increased  to  such  a degree  about  ten 
I'clock  on  Saturday  morning, (July  31),  that  all 
be  physicians  despaired  of  her  life.  Upon  this 
he  privy  council  sent  orders  to  the  heralds  at 
rms,  and  to  a troop  of  life-guards,  to  he  in  rea- 
iness  to  mount,  in  order  to  proclaim  the  elector 
■f  Brunswick  king  of  Great  Britain.  At  the 
ame  time,  they  caused  a letter  to  be  written  to 
lis  electoral  highness,  to  acquaint  him  “ With 
lie  extreme  danger  the  queen's  life  was  in ; with 
he  measures  they  had  taken  to  secure  the 
rown  to  him  ; and  to  desire  him  to  repair, « ith 

II  convenient  speed,  to  Holland,  where  a Bri- 
ish  squadron,  that  was  fitting  out  with  all  pos- 
itiie  expedition,  would  attend  him,  and  bring 
lim  over,  in  case  of  the  queen’s  death.”  This 
etter  was  that  very  morning  sent  express  by 
dr,  Janes  Craggs,  and  with  him  orders  were 
lispatched  to  the  earl  of  Strafford,  to  desire  the 
states  General  to  get  ready  to  perform  the  gua- 
antee  of  the  Protestant  Succession,  if  need 
hould  require. 

The  queen  gave  some  signs  of  life  between 
Helve  and  one  o'clock,  and  took  some  spoon- 
'uls  of  broth.  She  continued  in  a lethargic 
:oudition  till  about  six  in  the  afternoon,  when, 
)er  pulse  heating  a little  faster  and  higher, 
hose  about  her  began  to  entertain  some  hopes. 
But  the  blisters  not  having  had  the  desired  ef- 
ect,  she  expired  on  Sunday  the  1st  of  August, 
« little  after  seven  o’clock  in  the  morning,  hav- 
ng  lived  forty-nine  years,  five  months,  and  six 
fays,  and  reigned  twelve  years  and  five  months, 
'anting  seven  days.  She  was  not  able,  either 
o receive  the  Sacrament,  which  the  bishop  of 
London  was  ready  to  administer,  or  to  sign  the 
Iraught  of  a will,  whereby  she  directed  her  bu- 
ial  to  be  in  the  same  manner  and  place  with 
seriate  royal  consort;  and  in  which  she  left 
egacies  to  some  of  her  servants. 

(Jueen  Anne,  as  to  her  person,  was  middle 
tried,  and  well  made,  but  not  so  majestic  as 
tier  sister  queen  Mary.  Her  hair  dark  brown  ; 
ber  complexion  sanguine  and  ruddy ; her  face 
round,  rather  comely  than  handsome;  her 
features  strong  and  regular ; and  the  only 
blemish  in  her  face  was  owing  to  the  deflux- 
ion  she  had,  when  young,  in  her  eyes,  which 
left  a contraction  in  the  upper  lids,  and  gave  a 
cloudiness  to  her  countenance.  Her  bones 
were  small,  and  hands  beautiful.  She  had  a 
very  good  ear  for  music,  and  performed  on  the 
guitar,  an  instrument  formerly  much  in  vogue. 
Her  voice  was  remarkably  clear  and  harmoni- 
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ous,  which  particularly  appeared,  in  the  grace- 
ful delivery  of  her  speeches  to  the  parliament. 
She  was  reckoned  a pattern  of  conjugal  affec- 
tion, and  a prudent  indulgent  mother.  She 
was  liberal  though  ao  enemy  to  luxury  and  pro- 
fuseness. She  was  very  reserved  ; and  in  all 
conditions  of  life,  she  required  a strict  attend- 
ance from  all  persons  in  their  respective  sta- 
tions, she  herself  being  nicely  observant  of  all 
the  decorums  of  a court. 

The  exercise  she  principally  loved  was  hunt- 
ing, ubich  she  practised  in  her  chaise;  but  the 
gout  increasing  upon  her,  and  growing  ex- 
tremely unwieldy,  she  disused  that  and  other 
diversions,  conducive  to  her  health,  which  per- 
haps might  have  been  longer  preserved,  had 
she  not  eat  so  much,  an  unhappiness  derived 
to  her  not  from  her  father,  w ho  was  abstemious 
enough,  but  from  her  mother. 

It  was  her  unhappiness  not  to  be  much  ac- 
quainted with  our  English  history,  and  the  ac- 
tions of  her  predecessors,  whereas,  queen  Mary 
was  extremely  well  versed,  not  only  in  our  own, 
but  the  histories  of  other  countries. 

Her  reign  may  be  called  bloodless,  not  one 
person  having  been  executed,  at  least  beheaded, 
for  treason,  during  the  whole  course  of  it ; 
which  cannot  be  said  of  any  reign  since  the 
time  of  Edward  1,  who  died  in  1307. 

Semper  eu  dem  was  the  motto  of  queen  Eliza- 
beth, which  queen  Anne  assumed  upon  her  ac- 
cession to  the  throue  ; and  which  had  she  pur- 
sued with  the  same  resolution  and  steadiness, 
she  might  have  exceeded  her  in  glory  and  fame. 
But  in  one  tiling  she  was  very  unlike  queen 
Elizabeth,  whom  she  proposed  for  her  pattern. 
Queen  Elizabeth  was  very  sparing  of  her  ho- 
nours, and  a man  must  have  deserved  it  before 
he  could  obtain  so  much  as  a knighthood  at 
her  handsi  whereas  queen  Anne  made  more 
peers  of  the  realm  at  once,  than  the  other  did  in 
a reign  of  forty-four  years.  Indeed,  her  great 
grandfather  king  James,  was  the  first  that  was 
lavish  in  conferring  honour,  whose  example  was 
but  too  much  followed  by  his  descendants;  so 
that  queen  Anne  was  not  singular  in  that  respect, 
except  in  creating  so  many  together,  for  an 
end  that  will  remain  a blemish  upon  heg  ad- 
ministration, as  long  as  history  endures. — In 
queen  Anne  ended  the  line  of  the  Stuarts ; their 
merit  and  demerit  may  he  rightly  stated,  by 
considering  what  their  regards  or  disregards 
were  to  the  welfare  of  Europe  i to  the  union 
and  strengthening  of  the  protestant  interest; 
and  to  the  quiet  und  prosperity  of  their  sub- 
jects. In  order  to  make  up  such  an  account 
duly  and  accurately,  many  important  materials 
are  still  wanting. — There  had  been  a new  vault 
■nude  on  the  south-side  and  towards  the  east- 
end  of  Henry  7th's  chapel,  to  deposit  the  body 
of  king  Charles  2,  in  which  that  prince,  queen 
Mary,  king  William  3,  and  pnnee  George  of 
Denmark  were  laid.  Here  the  remains  of 
queen  Anne  were  likewise  deposited,  and  there 
being  no  more  room  left,  the  vault  is  closed  up 
with  brickwork.  • 


• Tindal. 


Digitized  by  Google 


APPENDIX. 


Digitized  by  G 


Digitized  by  Google 


APPENDIX 


TO 

V 0 L.  VI. 


N°  I. 


Proceedings  in  tiie  Parliament  of  SCOTLAND;  from  the  meetino 

OF  THE  NEW  PARLIAMENT  UPON  THE  GTH  OF  MAY,  1703,  TO  THE 
Union  with  England,  in  the  year  1707 : including  the  speeches 

OF  FLETCHER  OF  SALTOUN,  &C.  &C. 


LIST  of  the  New  Parliament.']  May  6,  1703. 

Tliis  day  the  New  Parliament  • met  at  Edin- 
burgh. The  following  is, 

A True  List  of  the  Lords,  Barons  and  Bur- 
gesses in  this  present  Parliament  ol  Scot* 
land,  met  at  Edinburgh  upon  the  6th  day 
of  May,  1703. 

His  grace  James,  Duke  of  Quecnsberry,  Ld. 
High  Commissioner. 


THE  SOB  it  ITT, 

James  Ogilvie,  Earl  of  Scafield,  Lord  High 
Chancellor. 

William  Johnstoun,  M.  of  Annandale,  Lord 
High  Treasurer,  Lord  President  of  the  Se- 
cret Council. 

John  Murray,  Duke  of  Athole,  Lord  Keeper  of 
the  Privy  Seal. 

dukes,  8. 

James  Hamilton,  D.  of  Hamilton 


• “ Whilst  the  queen  was  bestowing  her 
favours  on  the  church-paity  in  England,  some 
alterations  were  made  in  Scotland,  which  were 
as  advantageous  to  the  Anti-revolutioners  and 
Episcopalians,  as  they  were  displeasing  to  the 
Presbyterians.  The  earl  of  Marchmont,  lord 
chancellor ; the  earl  of  Melvil,  president  of  the 
council ; earl  of  Selkirk,  lord  register ; Adam 
Cockbume,  of  Ormiston,  treasarer-deputy  ; sir 
John  Maxwell,  of  Pollock,  justice-clerk  ; earl 
of  Leven,  governor  of  the  castle  of  Edinburgh ; 
and  the  earl  of  Hyndford,  one  of  the  secreta- 
ries of  state,  were  all  laid  aside.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  duke  of  Qucensberry,  and  the  lord 
viscount  Tarbat,  were  made  secretaries  of 
itate ; and  the  earl  of  Seafield,  chancellor ; 
the  marquis  of  Annandale,  president  of  t he  coun- 
cil; the  earl  of  Tullibardin,  (afterwards  duke 
of  Athol)  lord  privy-seal  ; the  lord  Boyle,  trea- 
surer-deputy; Mr.  Roderick  Mackenzy,  of 
Preston-hid! , justice-clerk  ; sir  James  Murray, 
of  Ptrittiphnugh,  lord  register ; and  the  earl  of 
March,  governor  of  Edinburgh-cast le.  And 
though  all  these,  except  the  carl  of  March,  had, 
at  or  since  the  revolution,  been  deeply  engaged 
against  the  interest  of  king  James  aud  his  fa- 
mily; yet  the  duke  of  Queensbcrry  and  his 
two  dependants,  the  lord  Boyle  and  Sir  James 
Murray,  pretended  to  be  quite  of  another 
m*nd  : The  marquis  of  Annandale,  earl  Sea- 
firid,  and  viscount  Tarbat,  valued  thetnselfes 
upoa  having,  once,  opposed  king  William  ; and 
the  marquis,  every  body  believed,  would,  if 
Vol.  VI. — Appendix. 


kindly  dealt  with,  go  along  with  the  prevailing 
parly.  But,  before  this  change  in  the  ministry 
was  perfected,  the  scautiness  of  the  funds  pro- 
vided by  the  last  parliament,  and  the  ditficul- 
ties  in  collecting  them,  rendered  it  absolutely 
necessary  to  call  a new  parliament  to  sit  in  the 
spring  of  the  year  1703.  Aud  therefore  the 
earl  of  Seaheld,  then  secretary  of  stale,  came 
down  from  London  to  Scotland,  to  influence 
the  elections,  which,  by  a concurrence  of  se- 
veral accidents  were  so  managed,  that  u greater 
number  of  Anti-revolutioners  were  chosen 
than  had  been  known  in  any  former  parliament. 

At  the  snme  time,  duke  Hamilton,  and  soma 
others,  who  had  been  the  greatest  persecutors 
of  the  Presbyterians,  set  up  for  patrons  of  the 
Episcopal  clergy,  and  obtained  from  the  quecu 
a letter  to  the  privv-council  of  Scotland, 
wherein,  among  other  things,  she  said  : 1 We 
do,  in  the  first  place,  recommend  to  your  care 
the  church  now  established  by  law,  in  it's  su- 
perior and  inferior  judicatures,  such  assessions, 
presbyters,  synods,  and  general  assemblies ; 
as  also  in  the  exercise  of  thoir  holy  functions, 
and  in  what  concerns  their  persons  and  bene- 
fices. We  nre  informed,  that  there  are  many 
Dissenters  who,  albeit  they  differ  from  the 
established  church  iu  opinion,  as  to  church  go- 
vernment and  form,  yet  nre  of  the  Protes- 
tant Reformed  Religion,  some  of  which  are  in 
possession  of  benefices,  and  others  exercise 
their  worship  in  meeting-houses.  It  is  our 
royal  pleasure,  that  they  shut  Id  be  directed  to 
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Anne  Scot,  Dutch,  of  Gaccleugh 
Ch.  Lenos,  D.  of  Lenox 
Geo.  Gordon,' D.  of  Gordon 
dames  Douglas,  D.  of  Qneenshcrry 
Archibald  Cainpbel,  D.  of  Argile 
Arch.  Dougin*,  D.  of  Douglas 
John  Murray,  D.  of  Atbole. 

live  suitably  to  the  Reformed  Religion,  which 
they  profess,  submissively  to  our  laws ; decent- 
ly and  regularly  with  relation  to  the  church 
established  by  law,  as  good  Christians  and  sub- 
jects ; and,  in  so  doing,  that  they  be  protected 
in  the  peaceable  possession  of  their  religion, 
and  in  their  persons  and  estates,  according  to 
the  laws  of  the  kingdom.  And  we  recommend 
to  the  clergy  of  the  established  discipline  their 
living  in  brotherly  love  and  communion  with 
such  Dissenters/ 

u Encouraged  by  these  expressions,  and  the 
queen’s  repeated  assurauces  that  she  would 
maintain  the  church  of  England,  and  even  the 
least  member  of  it,  in  all  their  just  rights  and 
privileges  ; the  Episcopal  clergy  framed  an  ad- 
dress, to  which  with  great  pains  and  many  in- 
direct methods,  they  procured  many  subscrip- 
tions, and  which  was  presented  to  the  queen, 
the  13th  of  March,  by  Dr.  Skeen  and  Dr.  Scot, 
introduced  by  the  duke  of  Queensberry  (who 
nine  days  before  had  been  appointed  high  com- 
missioner) and  viscount  Tarbat. 

“ The  queen,  in  her  answer,  assured  them  of 
her  protection,  and  endeavours  to  supply  their 
necessities  as  far  as  conveniently  she  could, 
and  recommended  to  than  to  live  in  peace 
ami  Christian  love  with  the  clergy,  who  were 
by  law  invested  with  the  church-government  in 
her  ancient  kingdom  of  Scotland. 

li  The  next  thing,  which  the  coemies  of  the 
revolution  improved  to  their  advantage,  w-as  a 
proclamation  of  indemnity  published  by  the 
queen,  on  the  6th  of  March,  1702-3.  It  was 
set  up  for  a maxim  by  the  new  ministry,  that 
all  the  Jacobites  were  to  be  invited  home ; and 
therefore  the  proclamation  was  of  a very  large 
extent,  indemnifying  all  persons  for  all  treasons 
committed  before  April  lost,  without  any  li- 
mitation of  time  for  their  coming  home  to  ac- 
cept of  this  grace,  and  without  demanding  any 
security  of  them  for  the  future.  Upon  this, 
considerable  numbers  of  Jacobites  tame  over 
to  Scotland  from  St.  Germain's  and  other  parts  ! 
of  France,  though  they  had  forfeited  their 
lives  to  the  law  by  corresponding  with  the 
enemy,  and  practising  against  the  government 
in  king  William’s  reign.  Some  of  them  pre- 
tended to  be  new  converts,  and  together  with 
others  at  home,  who  had  stood  out  all  king 
William’s  time,  qualified  themselves  to  sit  in 
parliament  by  taking  the  oaths.  The  Anti-re- 
volutioners,  being  proud  of  this  accession  of 
strength,  thought  themsehes  in  a condition  to 
prescribe  terms  to  the  government,  and  carried 
matters  to  an  unaccountable  freight. 

“ This  w as  the  posture  of  affairs  in  Scotland, 
before  and  at  the  time,  when  the  queen  found 
it  necessary  to  satisfy  the  aulion  by  calling  a 
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MARQUI35BS,  4. 

James  Graham,  M.  of  Montrose 
John  Hay,  M.  of  Tweeddale 
WiL  Carr,  M.  of  Lothian 
WiL  Johnston,  M.  of  Annandale. 

earls,  72. 

John  Lindsay,  E.  of  Crawfurd 

new  parliament.  The  Episcopal  party  thought 
themselves  so  secure  of  a majority,  that  they 
every  where  gave  our,  they  should  be  able  hi 
vote  down  Presbytery,  and  to  restore  patroo- 
ages,  or  at  least  to  carry  a toleration,  so  3 
their  own  clergy  might  be  called  to  beoefices, 
as  well  as  the  Presbyterians.  Nor  did  their 
confidence  terminate  in  humbling  the  Presby- 
terians of  Scotland,  but  they  flattered  the®- 
selves  also  with  the  hopes  of  mortifying  the  Re- 
volution-party of  the  Church  of  England  ; a rd 
this  they  were  prompted  to  expect  by  a nont- 
country  clergymen,  turned  out  in  1694  for  re- 
fusing the  oaths  to  king  William,  whom  they 
had  since  employed  as  their  agent  at  London, 
and  who,  upon  the  death  of  that  prince,  id  a 
letter  to  those  who  employed  him  in  Scotland^ 
expressed  himself  thus.  “ The  church  of  Eng- 
land was  so  much  out  of  order  during  the  late 
reign,  that  it  will  take  some  time  to  pet 
matters  right,  which  her  majesty  is  firmly  re- 
solved to  sec  to  with  all  convenient  haste.” 
Thus  they  endeavoured  to  spread  the  belief, 
that  [the  queen  was  their  frieud,  while  lh« 
greatest  part  of  them  not  only  refused  to 
swear  allegiance  to  her,  but  some  of  those  who 
had  taken  the  oaths,  made  no  scruple  openly 
to  confess,  that  they  swore  to  her  only  as  a 
Tutrix  or  Regent,  during  the  minority  of  her 
supposed  brother.  By  this  it  appears,  that  the 
whole  kingdom  of  Scotland  was  in  a ferment 
at  the  sitting  down  of  the  parliament.  The 
country-party  (which  took  its  rise  from  the 
affair  of  Darien,  and  bad  disputed  the  legality 
of  the  continuance  of  the  convention-perli*- 
meni)  of  which  duke  Hamilton  and  the  marqtLS 
of Tweedule  were  the  leaders,  insisted  upon  the 
redress  of  those  grievances,  which  the  country 
laboured  uuder  in  the  former  reigu.  The 
Presbyterians  iu  general,  and  others  of  revolu- 
tion principles,  who  were  headed  by  the  duke 
of  Argyle,  were  alarmed  at  the  bold  proceed- 
ings of  the  Auti-revoluliouers,  of  whom  the 
earl  of  llumo  was  chief.  This  divided  the 
country  party  among  themselves;  for,  most 
of  that  party  in  the  late  reign  being  Revolu- 
tion-men, they  were  jealous  of  the  new  ac- 
cession of  Anti-rcvolutioners ; and  tlierefors 
it  was  not  possible  for  them  to  concert  mea- 
sures together.  Their  jealousies  were  heigh- 
tened by  new  discoveries,  which  the  anti-revo- 
lutioners  had  made  of  their  sentiments  iu  coun- 
cil and  elsewhere  : that  they  were  against  ra- 
tifying the  several  steps  of  the  revolution,  and 
the  proceedings  of  king  William’s  parliament 
on  that  head ; but  thought  best  to  pass  it  over  as 
a thing  extraordinary  and  out  ol  course:  and 
alledgcd,  that  all  parties  might  be  safe  enough 
under  the  shelter  of  her  Majesty’s  general  in- 
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loha  Hay,  E.  of  Errol  • 

Wil.  Keith,  E.  Marischall 
jco,  Gordon,  E.  of  Southerland 
lohti  Areskine,  E.  of  Marr 

Graham,  E.  of  Monteitti 

(ohn  Leslie,  E.  of  Rothes 
la.  Douglas,  E.  of  Morton 
)avi<l  Krskine,  E.  of  Buchan 
Vil.  Cunninglmtne,  E.  of  Glencairn 
Ylex.  Montgomery,  E.  of  Eglinton 
aha  Kennedie,  E.  ofCassils 
ohn  Sinclair,  E.  of  Caithness 
harles  Stuart,  E.  of  Murray 
Vil.  Mss «r el,  E.  of  Nitludole 
IcorgeSeton,  E.  ofWinton 
5.  Livingston,  E.  of  I.inlitligow 
Charles  Home,  E.  of  Home 
a.  Drummond,  E.  of  Perth 
Vil.  Fleming,  E.  of  Wigton 
ohn  Lyon,  E.  of  Strathmore 
Tbo.  Hamilton,  E,  of  Abercorn 
ohn  Ker,  E.  of  Roxburgh 
Ylexander  Ereskine,  E.  of  Kellie 
.1)0.  Hamilton,  E.  of  Haddington 
ames  Stuart,  E.  of  Galloway 
Vilm  Maitland,  E.  of  Lauderdale 
Vil.  Mackenzie,  E.  of  Seaforth 

Hay,  E.  of  Kinoul 

lugli  Cnmpbel,  E.  of  Lovvdon 

Creichion,  E.  of  Dumfries 

Alexander,  E.  of  Stirling 

Dio.  Bruce,  E.  of  Elgine,  (now  Earl  of  Ails- 
bury) 

antes  Camagie,  E.  ofSouthesk 
'ha.  Stuart,  K.  ofTraquair 

Ker,  E.  of  Ancrome 

Weems,  E.  of  Weems 

Vil.  Uainsay,  E.  ofDalhousie 
nines  Ogilvie,  E.  of  Airly 
ohn  Op l lie,  E.  of  Fmdlator 
tobert  Dalziel,  E.  of  Carmvath 
loo.  Liv  ingston,  E.  of  Callender 
lav  id  Leslie,  E.  of  Levin 
-yonel  Talmash,  F..  of  Dysert 
antes  Maul,  E.  of  Panmure 
h.  Hamilton,  E.  of  Selkirk 
la.  Camagie,  E.  of  Northesk 
Hex.  Bruce,  E.  of  Kincardin* 

'ol.  Linsny,  E.  ofBalcarras 
Vrclnbald  Douglas,  E.  of  Forfar 
-harles  Gordon,  E.  of  Aboyn 

— Livingston,  E.  of  Newburgh 

Vil.  Boyd,  E.  of  Kilmarnock 
Vil.  Cochran,  E.  of  Dundonnld 

Douglas,  E.  of  Dumbarton 

’ohn  Keith,  £.  of  Kintore 


Geo.  Campbel,  E.  of  Brnadalbis 
George  Gordon,  E.  of  Aberdeen 
Charles  Murray,  E.  of  Dunmore 
George  Mclvil,  E.  of  Melvil 
Geo.  Hamilton,  E.  of  Orkney 
John  Hamilton,  E.  of  Kutltglen 
William  Dougias,  E.  of  March 
Patrick  Hume,  E.  of  Marchmont 
James  Ogilvie,  F..  of  Seafield 
John  Carmichel,  E.  of  Hyndford 
George  Mackenzie,  E.  of  Cromarty 
Joltu  Dalrymple,  E.  of  Stair 
Arch.  Primrose,  E.  of  Rnseberry 
James  Stuart,  E.  of  Mount  Stuart 
Charles  Hoptoun,  E.  of  Hnptoun 
David  Boyle,  E.  of  Glasgow 
viscounts,  Id. 

Robert  Carey,  V.  of  Falkland 
Edward  Constable,  V.  of  Dumbar 
Edward  Murray,  V.  of  Stormont 
Wil.  Gordon,  V.  of  Kenimtrc 
Rob.  Arbuthnet,  V.  of  Arlaithnet 

Creichton,  V.  of  Frendraught 

Arch.  Seton,  V7.  of  Kingston 
Rolter  t Mackgil,  V.  of  Oxenford 
Arthur  Ingram,  V.  of  Irving 
J a.  Livingston,  V7.  of  Kilsyth  [of  Leeds) 

Thomas  Osburn,  V.  of  Dumhlane,  (now  Dulse 
Wil.  Cheney,  V.  of  Newbaven 
Ja.  Drummond,  V.  of  Strathallan 
Thomas  Livingston,  V.  of  Teviot 
Thomas  Ilay,  V.  of  Duplin 
John  Crawford,  V.  of  Kdbirny. 
lords,  49. 

Wil.  Forbes,  L.  Forbes 

Frazer,  L.  Salton 

Patrick  Gray,  L.  Gray 

Stuart,  L.  Ochiltree 

Allan  Cnthcart,  L.  Cathcart 
Henry  Sinclare,  L.  Sinclaro 

Douglas,  L.  Mordington 

Francis  Semple,  L.  Semple 
John  Elpliingston,  L.  Elplnngstoa 
Charles  Olipliaitt,  L.  Oliphant 

Frazer,  L.  Lovat 

Bortlmick,  L.  Borthwick 

Will.  Ross,  L.  Ross 

Wal.  Sandilnnds,  L.  Trophichen 

Lindsnv,  L.  Spinue 

David  Leslie,  L.  Lindors 

John  Elphingstnn,  L.  Balmcrinoch 

Walter  Stuart,  L.  Blantjre 

Ereskine,  I ..  Cardross 

Wil.  Cranston,  L Cranston 

Balfour,  L.  Burleigh 

Wil.  Carr,  L.  Jedburgh 


lemnity.  The  revolutioitcrs  knowing  well, 
hat  according  to  the  whole  constitution  of  the 
■ingdoin,  general  pardons  granted  out  of  par- 
iameiit  atibrd  but  little  safety,  when  questioned 
11  parliament,  despised  the  motion,  and  thought 
it  to  leave  those  to  plead  the  indemnity,  who 
Hlieveil  they  needed  it,  but  conceived  them- 
vl'cs  not  to  be  of  that  number,  and  therefore 
‘solved  upon  a parliamentary  ratification  of 
™ evolution.  This  they  judged  to  he  the 


most  effectual  way  to  prevent  after-blows  from 
the  opposite  party,  whose  designs  became  more 
suspicious  by  their  insisting  on  a dissolution  of 
the  garrison  of  Inverlochv,  which  was  a great 
Curb  upon  the  Popish  Highlanders,  and  rigid 
prelatists  of  the  north,  the  great  strength  of  the 
Anti-revolution  party.  In  this  disposition  ol 
affairs  the  parliament  met  at  Edinburgh,  the 
6th  day  of  May  1703.”  Tindal. 
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Me  Queen's  Letter.]  The  Duke  of  Queens- 
berry,  her  majesty's  Commissioner,  having 
taken  his  seat  on  the  throne,  the  Queen’s  Let- 
ter  ivas  read  as  follows: 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  ; We  thought  to 
have  brought  yon  sooner  together  in  this  meet- 
ing of  parliament,  but  the  great  and  weighty 
ailairs,  wherein  we  have  lieen  engaged  this 
winter,  were  a necessary  hindrance. — We  have 
on  several  occasions,  given  you  and  all  our 
good  subjects  assurance  of  our  firm  resolution 
to  maintain  and  protect  them  in  their  religion, 
rights  and  liberties,  as  at  present  established 
by  law.  And  if  there  be  auy  thing  else  wont- 
ing  for  the  satisfaction  of  our  people,  and  the 
security  of  that  our  ancient  kingdom,  we  shall 
lie  always  ready  to  have  it  timely  provided  for 
and  supplied. — You  see  that  we  continue  en« 
gaged  in  a great  and  necessary  war  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  Protestant  Religion,  and  the  pre- 
servation of  the  hberiy  ol  Christendom  ; and 
we  hope  you  w ill  be  careful  to  guard  against  all 
dangers  that  this  war  may  threaten ; for  which 
end,  we  recommend  to  you  more  particularly 
the  consideration  of  the  state  of  our  forces, 
forts,  and  garrisons,  that  they  be  duly  and  suf- 
ficiently maintained,  and  the  necessary  sup- 
plies granted  for.  that  effect,  and  all  kept  in 
such  order,  ns  may  be  most  conducing  to  the 
ease,  as  well  as  safety  of  live  country. — We  also 
recommend  to  yuur  care,  that  trace  be  encou- 
raged, aud  all  methods  taken  for  the  ndvance- 
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nicnt  thereof,  either  by  amending  former  laws, 
or  making  new  ones,  or  any  thing  else  that  may 
be  found  needful  and  expedient  for  the  benefit 
of  the  kingdom. — It  hath  been,  and  shall  al- 
ways be  our  chief  study  and  endeavour,  to  es- 
tablish and  secure  the  pence,  and  promote  the 
good  of  that  our  ancient  kingdom  ; and  there- 
fore we  do  expect  your  concurrence  and  assist- 
ance for  such  good  and  great  ends  ; and  that 
you  will  prosecute  them  with  that  wisdom,  pru- 
dence and  unanimity,  as  way  most  tend  to  our 
common  advantage  and  satisfaction ; but  chief- 
ly, that  effectual  means  may  be  laid  down  for 
promoting  of  religion,  virtue  and  true  piety, 
dnd  suppressing  vice  and  immorality,  and  pro- 
viding for  the  poor. — We  have  appointed  our 
right  trusty  and  entirely  beloved  cousin  and 
counsellor  James  duke  of  Queensberry,  to  be 
our  commissioner,  to  represent  our  royal  per- 
son in  this  session  of  parliament,  being  well  sa- 
tisfied that  the  experience  that  both  we  and 
you  have  had  of  his  great  abilities  and  fidelity 
in  his  former  discharge  of  his  trust,  will  fully 
commend  our  choice,  and  render  him  to  you 
acceptable.  — This  being  your  first  meeting, 
and  we  having  recommended  nothing  but  what 
is  for  your  own  security  and  welfare,  we  confi- 
dently expect  a suitable  return,  and  a dutiful 
and  chearful  concurrence  in  what  we  propose, 
and  that,  all  differences  and  animosities  laid 
aside,  you  will,  with  concord  and  diligence, 
bring  matters  to  such  a happy  conclusion,  as 
shall  establish  a lasting  union  between  us  and 
our  people.  So  we  bid  you  heartily  farewell.” 
— Given  at  our  Court  at  St.  James’s  the 
30th  day  of  March,  1703,  and  of  our  reigu 
the  second  year.” 

The  Lord  High  Commissioner's  Speech.]  The 
Lord  High  Commissioner,  the  duke  of  Queens- 
berry,  then  made  the  following  Speech  : 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ; Her  majesty 
has  been  graciously  pleased  to  give  ample  and 
frequent  assurances  to  maintain  and  protect 
the  religion,  laws  and  liberties  of  this  her 
ancient  kingdom,  and  the  present  constitution 
of  the  church : if  any  thing  be  wanting  for  the 
ease  and  satisfaction  of  her  majesty’s  good  sub- 
jects, 1 am  sufficiently  instructed^and  impower- 
ed  in  what  may  be  thought  expedient  to  be 
proposed  for  that  end. — The  close  conjunction 
of  the  two  monarchies,  which  in  their  turns 
have  designed  to  enslave  Europe  and  extirpate 
our  religion,  made  it  just  and  necessary  for  her 
majesty  to  be  engaged  in  the  wnr ; and  her  early 
appearance  gave  life  and  vigour  to  the  Confede- 
racy, and  particular  encouragement  to  the 
Protestant  princes  and  states.  God  has  hitherto 
blessed  the  army  of  her  majesty  "and  her  al- 
lies, with  glorious  success  both  by  sea  and 
land  : So  that  there  is  n stop  put  to  the  victo- 
ries, and  a check  given  to  the  encroaching 
power  of  France.  It  cannot  but  be  great  sa- 
tisfaction to  us,  to  be  under  the  benign  govern- 
ment of  a Protestant  Queen  : We  enjoy  the 
coinforts  of  peace,  and  feel  neither  the  effects 
of  tyranny,  nor  the  disorders  of  war,  in  which 
so  many  are  involved  : but  we  ought  not  to  be 
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too  secure,  and  it  were  to  tempt  oar 
to  form  designs,  or  make  insults  agtinsi  os,  d 
they  see  us  in  no  condition  of  defence.  Al 
Iter  majesty  proposes  to  you,  is  for  yoonetas, 
without  mingling  any  particular  concern  of  be:  | 
own;  it  is  to  continue  the  provision  fortk| 
forces  on  the  establishment,  and  to  furaisli  asd 
repair  the  forts  and  garrison  s ; which  i*  so  ac- 
cessary, that  I cannot  doubt  of  vmir  wtdr  ! 
compliance  with  her  majesty’s  desires:  a*T 
your  chearfulness  in  it,  will  be  very  accept^ 
to  her  majesty,  observable  to  the  world,  xwi  i 
great  evidence  of  your  loyalty  and  atfcao.% 
which  will  odd  much  to  the  value  of  wbaty&i 
offer.  The  decay  and  present  low  condition  of 
Trade  requires  your  prudent  and  special  consi- 
deration : her  majesty  on  her  part  is  willing') 
concur  with  you  in  any  thing  that  may  cofitn-  j| 
bute  to  encourage  and  Testore  it,  either  by  1 
making  new  laws  or  amending  the  preset 
ones. — My  Lords  and  Gentlemen,  It  has  pleased 
her  majesty  to  honour  me  with  a character  is 
represent  her  royal  person  in  this  session  of  par- 
liument  ; I am  very  sensible  ofthe  great  weicft 
and  difficulties  which  do  attend  that  trus, 
but  my  encouragement  is  from  the  contotecct 
I have  of  her  majesty's  goodness,  in  beheiis$ 
my  sincerity  and  /.eal  for  her  service,  and  that 
in  her  royal  w isdom,  she  is  so  careful  of  her 
people,  that  I am  not  charged  with  any  thin; 
that  can  be  constructed  to  be  agaiust  the  i»- 
terest  of  tlie  kingdom,  which  gives  uie  aswranev 
of  your  hearty  concurrence,  and  I shall  wry 
faithfully  report  what  services  are  done  by 
every  person  to  her  majesty  and  the  Na* 
lion.” 

The  Lord  High  Chance ILtr's  .S/»eecA.]  The 
Lord  High  Cbuiict  llor,  the  earl  of  Seafidd, 
spoke  thus : 

“My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  ; Her  Majesty’* 
accession  to  the  throne  of  her  royal  ancestors, 
is  the  great  happiness  of  all  lier  Majesty's  do- 
minions: She  has  ever  firmly  adhered  to  the 
Protestant  Religion,  and  may  justly  be  calW 
the  defender  of  the  Protestant  interest  a 
Europe ; and  all  who  have  had  the  honour  to 
have  more  immediate  access  to  her  Majesty  s 
person,  or  who  have  duly  considered  the  whole 
steps  of  her  Majesty’s  government,  roust  k 
convinced,  that  it  is  her  Majesty’s  chief  design, 
to  make  all  her  subjects  happy.  You  bare 
heard  her  Majesty’s  most  gracious  Letter,  and 
his  grace  my  Lord  Commissioner’s  Speech,  and 
it  must  certainly  give  you  who  are  the  repre- 
sentatives of  this  kingdom,  conveened  by  be 
Majesty’s  authority,  great  satisfaction,  that  bet 
Majesty  does  give  you  full  assurance  of  ber 
royal  resolution,  to  maintain  her  people  in  the 
possession  of  their  religion,  of  their  laws  and 
of  their  liberties ; and  has  also  frequently  pt°* 
mised  her  protection  to  the  government  of  the 
church  : but  if  any  thing  be  yet  needful  lor  the 
ease,  contentment  and  satisfaction  of  her  Ma- 
jesty’s subjects,  her  Majesty  has  given  full  in- 
structions, as  my  Lord  Commissioner  has  sig- 
nified ; so  that  nothing  is  wanting  on  her  p*rt» 
i and  nothing  is  proposed  or  demanded  by  hr, 
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jt  w hat  is  necessary  for  the  security  and  pros- 
erity  of  this  kingdom. — Iler  Majesty  is  en- 
iged  in  a most  just  and  necessary  war,  for  the 
.'fence  of  the  liberties  of  Lurope,  against  the 
rmidable  power  of  the  French  king ; and  as 
e are  to^be'thankful  to  God  for  the  success  her 
lajesty’s  arms  have  had,  so  we  ought  to  givq 
- r Majesty  nil  the  support  and  assistance  in 
ir  power,  it  being  so  necessary  for  our  own 
ffence;  and  all  that  her  Majesty  demands  is, 
iat  you  provide  for  your  own  security,  by 
ving  such  supplies,  as  may  be  further  neces- 
iry  for  maintaining  her  Majesty's  forces,  and 
•pairing  and  providing  for  the  Juris  and  gar- 
sons,  the  doing  of  which  will  he  u con- 
nring proof  of  that  intire  union  and  conti- 
ence which  is  betwixt  her  Majesty  and  her 
?ople,  and  will  be  the  most  effectual  means 
> disappoint  the  designs  of  our  enemies,  and 
» preserve  the  peace  and  tranquillity  we  now 
ijoy. — The  trade  of  this  kingdom  dots  deserve 
)ur  particular  consideration,  the  advancing 
id  improvement  of  it  is  the  only  mean  to  in- 
ease  the  wealth  and  riches  of  this  nation,  and 
i the  doing  of  winch  you  have  full  assurance 
flier  Majesty’s  concurrence  ; our  rnanufacto- 
are  very  much  improved,  and  ought  to  have 
ll  incouragement,  but  we  have  almost  no  fo- 
rigu  trade,  and  all  our  towns  and  incorpora- 
tes are  thereby  ranch  impoverished.  You 
are  now  an  opportunity  of  doing  what  you 
asU  think  necessary  in  this  matter,  either  by 
mending  laws  that  may  be  prejudicial  to  trade, 
rby  making  new  ones,  or  reviving  such  as 
re  in  desuetude. — My  Lords  and,  Gentlemen, 
eeing  her  Majesty’s  chief  care  is  to  make  ull 
er  subjects  happy  and  contented,  let  us  there- 
to in  compliance  with  her  Majesty’s  just  de- 
lands,  cordially  and  unanimously  concur  to 
opport  her  Majesty’s  authority  and  govern- 
ment, to  advance  religion  and  true  piety,  to 
iscourage  vice  and  immorality,  to  promote 
nd  improve  trade,  and  to  do  every  thing 
hat  is  necessary  for  the  honour,  interest  and 
ecurity  of  this  kingdom,  that  so  all  may  be 
oncluded  that  comes  before  you,  to  the  satis- 
iction  of  her  Majesty,  and  the  good  and  wel- 
»re  of  her  people.” 

Proceedings  on  the  Act  for  recognizing  her 
1 fajesty,]  This  done,  duke  Hamilton,  after  a 
peech  proper  to  the  subject,  offered  the  draught 
I a Bill,  for  Recognising  her  Majesty’s  un- 
loubted  Right  and  Title  to  the  imperial  Crown 
f Scotland.  according  to  the  declaration  of  the 
■states  of  the  kingdom,  containing  the  Claim 
•f  Right,  which  was  received  and  read  the  first 
»me,  and  a second  reading  unanimously  or- 
Icred,  the  15th  of  May,  when  the  queen's  ad- 
ocate,  sir  James  Stuart,  offered  an  additional 
dause,  «*  That  it  should  be  treason  to  quarrel 
ier  Majesty’s  right  and  title  to  the  crown,  or 
>cr  exercise  of  the  government  from  her  actual  ' 
•ntry  to  the  same.”  This  clause  being  read,  j 
1 "as  urged  by  some,  that  it  was  dishunoura- 
de  to  her  majesty,  because  it  implied,  that 
lie  house  were  giving  her  Majesty  an  indem- 
JitI  for  the  actings  aud  exercise  of  her  power 
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since  her  accession  to  the  throne.  It  was  an- 
swered, that  the  words  meant  only  in  general 
her  majesty’s  right  to  exercise  her  power.  To 
which  it  was  replied,  that,  whatever  was  the 
meaning  of  those,  who  had  offered  the  clause, 
yet  the  words  could  admit  oi*no  such  meaning, 
unless  either  the  last  part  of  the  clause  was 
altered  thus,  * her  being  in  the  exercise  of  the 
government.’  To  this  it  was  again  answered, 
in  behalf  of  the  clause,  That  by  the  late  queen 
Mary’s  death,  without  heirs  of  her  body,  the 
right  of  succession  came  to  the  queen ; upon 
the  prospect  of  king  William's  death,  seeing 
by  the  entail  she  was  to  succeed  * before  any 
children’  of  his  body.  But  that  the  exercise  diet 
never  accrue  to  her  till  his  actual  death  and  her 
actual  accession  ; and  therefore  it  was  proper 
not  only  4 to  recognize  her  right  to  the  suc- 
cession ;’  but  also  * to  recognise  her  actual  ex- 
ercise,’ and  to  secure  it  by  a sanction  of  treason. 
To  this  it  was  replied  by  thtf  duke  of  Hamil- 
ton’s friends,  that  these  rights  spoken  of  did  not 
import  any  other,  than  the  apparent  right  of  an 
| heir  before  or  after  his  immediate  predeces- 
sor’s death  ; the  first  of  which  naturally  va- 
nishes upon  the  existence  of  the  second.  That 
the  act,  as  at  first  offered,  fully  recognized  these 
and  all  manner  of  rights,  which  were  or  could  be 
in  her  majesty’s  person ; but  that  the  clause 
now  offered  did  most  dishonourably  superadd  a 
ratification  and  sanction  of  her  majesty’s  ex- 
ercise, and  must  point  at  one  of  these  three 
things:  First,  either  it  supposed,  that  there  had 
been  something  lame  and  defective  in  her 
majesty’s  right  and  title  above-mentioned, 
which  had  been  since  her  actual  succession, 
supplied  by  her  majesty’s  acts,  of  administra- 
tion and  exercise,  and  therefore  her  exercise 
was  proposed  to  be  ratified  towards  validating 
her  infirm  title.  But,  as  there  was  not  the 
least  defect  in  her  majesty’s  right  and  title, 
therefore  this  clause  was  unnecessary  and  dan- 
gerous. That,  in  the  second  place,  the  clause 
insinuated,  that  her  majesty,  since  her  acces- 
sion, had  exercised  some  acts  of  administra- 
tion ; to  indemnify  which,  a vote  of  this  house 
seemed  necessary.  That,  whatever  might  he 
charged  upon  the  ministry,  it  was  the  highest 
indignity  done  to  her  majesty,  to  expose  her 
exercise  of  her  royal  power  to  the  least  sus- 
picion hy  such  a clause.  And,  in  the  last 
place,  no  other  reason  could  he  given  for  the 
teuaciousness  of  the  ministry  in  promoting  a 
clause  so  dishonourable  to  the  queen,  but  that 
they  themselves  must  be  conscious,  that,  con- 
trary to  law,  they  bad  been  instrumental  in  ad- 
vising her  majesty,  * to  exercise  some  acts  of 
administration,’  such  as  the  calling  together  the 
late  parliament,  which  had  continued  during  all 
the  ‘ time  of  the  late  reign,’  and  promoting  in  it 
some  commission,  laws,  and  powers,  beyond 
the  limitations,  which  determined  the  being, 
and  circumscribed  the  power  of  that  parlia- 
ment: And,  being  sensible,  that  their  advice 
might  very  justly  rebound  upon  themselves  : 
they  shuffled  in  this  dishonourable  clause, 
hoping,'  under  the  name  of  her  majesty’s  ex- 
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crcise,'  to  shelter  themselves  : But  that,  what- 
ever might  become  of  this  clause  at  this  time 
it  was  hoped,  that  the  wisdom  of  the  house 
would,  in  due  time,  pass  a censure  on  those 
•dyices,  which  were  like  to  discompose  her 
lajesty’s  quiet,  and  endanger  the  welfare  of 
he  nation.  The  duke  of  Hamilton  concluded 
tith  saying, 4 That  he  had  the  honour  of  offcr- 
ng  this  act  for  recognizing  her  majesty's  au- 
thority, right,  and  title;  that  he  had  been  in 
hopes,  that  so  dutiful  an  act  would  have 
passed  the  vote  of  this  house  with  all  ima- 
ginable [cheerfulness  ; and  that  he  was  both 
Sorry  and  surprised  to  find  any  thing  thrown 
in,  which  could  create  the  least  demur  in  it ; 
but  let  those  answer  for  it,  who  were  the 
authors.*  After  ft  long  debate,  it  was  again 
moved,  that  instead  of  the  words,  4 her  ex- 

* ercise  of  the  government,’  the  following  words 
might  be  added,  * her  being  in  the  exercise  of 

* the  government.’  But,  by  the  concurrence 

of  the  Cavaliers,  it  was  carried  by  a considera- 
ble majority,  that  the  clause  brought  in  by  the 
queen’s  advocate  should  be  added  to  the  act, 
which,  oil  the  19th  of  May,  was  touched  by 
the  sceptre,  and  made  a law  ; but,  before  that 
was  done,  duke  Hamilton  desired,  4 That  it 
should  be  remembered,  that,  at  passing  this 
act,  it  was  expressly  declared,  that  the 
meaning  of  the  advocate's  clause  could  affect 
only  the  queen's  exercise  of  her  government, 
and  not  the  actings  of  her  ministry  : Ami 

that,  therefore,  whatever  challenge  might  be 
given  afterwards  to  the  illegality  of  the  actings 
of  the  late  parliament,  might  not  Lc  consi- 
dered as  a violation  of  this  act. 

Afterthe  act  had  received  the  royal  assent, 
the  earl  of  Hume,  who  was  one  of  those,  that 
had  qualified  him  since  king  William's  death, 
resented  the  draught  of  an  act  for  the  supply, 
ut,  before  it  was  read,  the  marquis  of Tweed  ale 
said,  that  he  had  an  Overture  to  make  to  the 
house,  which  he  hoped  would,  by  reason  of 
its  importance,  be  preferred  to  all  other  busi- 
ness. After  some  debate,  it  was  agreed,  that 
the  Draught  and  Overture  should  both  be  read, 
provided,  that  nothing  should  be  spoken  to 
either.  And  accordingly  the  Act  for  supplying 
was  read,  os  was  afterwards  the  marquis  of 
Tweedale’s  Overture  4 for  a resolve  of  parlia- 
4 ment,  that,  before  all  other  business,  the  par- 
4 liament  might  proceed  to  make  such  con- 
4 ditions  of  government,  and  regulations  in  the 
4 constitution  of  this  kingdom,  to  take  place 
4 after  the  decease  of  her  majesty  and  heirs 
4 of  her  body,  as  should  be  necessary  for  the 
4 preservation  of  their  religion  and  liberty.’ 
Both  which  overtures  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Proceedings  on  the  Suppfi/.]  May  2C.  Ti  e 
commissioner  from  the  throne  informed  the 
house,  41  That  having  now  sat  twenty  days,  he 
did  not  doubt  but  they  were  all  convinced, 
that  the  present  state  of  affairs  requited  a com- 
petent supply  for  maintaining  the*  army;  That 
the  act,  offered  n week  before  for  that  purpose, 
had  ever  since  lain  upon  tha  table:  Where- 
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fore  he  desired,  that  it  might  be  now  read 
and  promised,  that  they  siiouid  lave  foil  tsar 
afterwards  allowed  them  to  go  upon  other  ba- 
sinets.” Notwithstanding  this  speech,  it 
moved,  that,  before  the  supply,  the  nurtpais  c: 
Tweedale’s  Overture  should  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration. Upon  this  the  delate  tamed  inf.* 
a competition,  whether  the  Act  of  Supply,  or 
the  Overture,  should  first  take  place?  Io  be- 
half of  the  Overture,  was  urged  the  great  im- 
portance of  it ; and  in  behalf  of  tbe  Supply, 
the  necessity  of  it,  and  the  commas!  orn’s  pre- 
mise, that  after  the  first  reading  of  the  sappfy- 
act,  there  should  be  time  given  for  other  (wa- 
nes*. To  this  a member  answered," That  be 
had  all  the  deference  imaginable  for  tbe  hri 
commissioner’s  assurance*,  and  doubted  noctaa 
the  whole  house  had  the  same;  hot  hedootred 
extremely,  that  his  grace  could  fee  master  c: 
himself  in  that  point.  Who  knows  (added  be) 
but  that,  after  all  his  grace’s  good  purposes,  Ae 
treasurer  of  England  may  cause  to  adjourn  da 
house,  when  he  shall  think  fit,  notwtthscand^v 
all  the  assurances  which  the  ministry  can  gra. 
It  is  too  well  felt,  that  the  iuftuence  of  fortqx 
counsels,  from  one  corner  of  the  world  or  otht', 
have  determined  Scots  affairs  for  these  nary 
years;  and  there  is  no  appearance  of  dncorir- 
ntiing  these  practices.”  He  concluded,  u Tht 
from  the  matter  of  this  Overture  might  sr* 
such  settlements,  as  might  make  a Scots  mm 
stand  upon  a Scots  bottom  : and  therefore  c 
was  fit  to  prefer  the  consideration  of  it  to  zrj 
other  bus’ticss  whatsoever.” 

Another  member  urged,  upon  tbe  point 
the  abrupt  adjournment  of  the  paihanx^ 
44  That  it  must  still  be  fresh  in  every  mac's  at- 
mory,  that  insults  were  made  upon  the  ton- 
reign ty  and  independency  of  this  nation,  is  & 
matter  of  their  late  trading  company,  both  be- 
fore their  settlement  in  Darien  by  the  legtl«<* 
ings  of  the  Scots  parliament,  and  by  ihe  «T* 
dalous  memorials  given  in  by  the  English  rt* 
sident  at  Hamburgh,  most  falsely  represents 
the  Scots  company  as  private  persons,  h-  -- 
no  authority  : as  also,  by  the  said  rewktf  ’ 
using  threatening  denunciations  and  express*5 
against  the  Ham  burghers,  if  they  should 
into  any  trading  society  with  them:  And &-• 
wise,  after  that  company  was  settled  in 
by  their  most  barbarous  and  inhuman 
tion  of  some  proclamations  issued  oat  **•* 
them.  That,  whether  these  most  hjo** 
stretches  were  calculated  renlly  for  the  :i 
an  interest  altogether  foreign  to  this  island, it 
not  proper  here  to  dispute:  but,  that  it  wr.sctf* 
tain,  that  this  had  raised  an  insuperaf  If .?**• 
lousy  in  the  Scots  nation,  which  could  w*  p** 
some  time  or  other,  to  break  forth  intoc#^ 
ouenees  dangerous  to  both  nation*. 
therefore  be  concurred  with  those  nobk  i%l 
worthy  members  in  promoting  tbe 
from  which  he  should  expect,  that  son*  1,1,1 
should  be  enacted  towards  regulating  lb* 
ministration  and  government  at  home, 
deliver  a Scot's  prince  and  ministry 
reign  influence,  and  might  thereby  ctFp^ 
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hose  hurtful  jealousies,  in  all  times  comiug,  to 
he  mutual  peace  and  quiet  of  the  whole  island.” 

After  several  warm  speeclies  and  long  de- 
lates, the  house  came  to  this  resolve,  1 That 
be  parliament  will  proceed  to  make  such  acts, 
is  are  necessary  or  fit  for  securing  our  religion, 
iberty,  and  trade,  before  any  act  for  supply, 
>r  any  other  business  whatsoever/  Wnere- 
ipon  the  marquis  of  Athol  offered,  an  act  for 
he  security  or  the  kingdom,  in  case  of  her  ma- 
esty’s  decease.  But,  before  it  was  read,  the 
hike  of  Argyle  offered  his  act,  ratifying  the  late 
evolution,  and  all  the  acts  following  thereupon; 
tfr.  Fletcher,  of$alton,an  act,  containing  several 
imitations  upon  the  succession,  after  the  death 
jf  her  majesty,  and  the  heirs  of  her  body  ; the 
.4arl  of  Rothes,  an  act,  that,  after  her  majesty's 
leatli,  and  failing  heirs  of  her  body,  no  person 
»miug  to  the  crown  of  Scotland,  being  at  the 
.ame  time  king  or  queen  of  England,  should, 
ti  Ling  or  queen  of  Scotland,  have  power  to 
nake  peace  or  war,  without  the  consent  of  par* 
iament ; the  earl  of  Marchmont,  an  act  for  se- 
:uring  the  true  Protestant  religion  and  Presby- 
erian  government;  and  sir  Patrick  Johnson, 
m act,  allowing  the  importation  of  all  sorts  of 
vines,  and  other  foreign  liquors;  All  which 
icis  were  placed,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
able. 

Act  of  Toleration ] June  1.  * An  Act  for  To- 
cratiuti  to  all  Protestants,  in  the  exercise  of  re- 
igious  worship,’  presented  by  the  earl  of  Strnth- 
nore,  being  read,  a strong  representation 
vas  offered  against  it,  in  the  name,  and  at 
he  appointment  of  the  late  general  assembly, 
•hico  concluded  with  these  words;  1 That  they 
verc  persuaded,  that  to  enact  a toleration  for 
hose  of  the  Episcopal  way  (which  God  of  his 
nfinite  mercy  avert)  would  be  to  establish  ini- 
juity  by  a law,  and  would  bring  upon  the  pro- 
moters thereof,  and  their  families,  the  dreadful 
;uilt  of  all  those  sin9  and  pernicious  effects, 
hnt  might  ensue  thereupon.’  The  promoters 
>f  the  Toleration  finding  by  this  representation, 
-hat  it  was  like  to  meet  with  great  opposition, 
qjreed  not  to  insist  upon  it,  Test  thereby  they 
ihould  offend  and  lose  many,  who  at  present 
sided  with  them  against  the  court. 

Thus,  not  only  all  the  hopes  of  the  Episcopal 
Jarty  for  a Toleration  (which  they  had  made 
io  doubt  of  carrying)  were  entirely  lost,  and 
?very  thing  relating  to  the  Church  continued 
□ the  same  state  in  which  it  was  during  the 
ate  reign,  but  the  Presbyterians  got  a new  law 
n their  favour,  which  gave  them  as  firm  a set- 
tlement, and  as  full  a security  as  law  could 
tire.  For,  on  the  3d  of  June,  an  act  passed 
for  preserving  the  true  reformed  Protestant  re- 
ligion, and  confirming  Presbyterian  church  go- 
vernment and  discipline,  by  kirk  sessions,  pres- 
byteries, provincial  synods,  and  general  assem- 
blies, as  agreeable  to  the  word  of  God,  and  the 
only  government  of  Christ’s  church  within  this 
kingdom. 

Lockhart,  in  his  Memoirs,  says,  many  mem- 
bers argued  against  it,  but  none  with  more 
spirit  than  sir  David  Cunningham  of  Milcraig, 
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who  urged,  that  it  was  uncharitable  to  affirm, 
as  this  act  did,  that  ‘ the  Presbyterian  govern- 
ment was  the  only  Church  of  Christ.*  To*  this 
the  marquis  of  Lothian  replied,  * That  the 
clause  was  right,  since  he  was  sure  the  Presby- 
terian government  was  the  best  part  of  the 
Christian  religion which  raised  great  mirth  in 
the  house.  However,  the  act  passed ; but  it 
wfas  evident,  that  the  Presbyterian  party  was 
not  so  considerable  as  had  been  imagined  ; and 
that,  if  the  queen  bad  been  as  episcopal  ia 
Scotland  as  in  England,  she  might  easily  have 
overturned  Presbytery.  For  at  this  time  the 
house  consisted  of  about  two  hundred  and  forty 
members,  thirty  of  whom  voted  against  the  act, 
and  eightv-Lwo  were  uon-liquets,  which  last 
were  all  Episcopal,  but  chose  to  be  silent, 
either  because  there  was  not  then  a formed 
desigu  against  Presbytery,  or  in  order  to  please 
the  court;  so  that,  properly  speaking,  there 
was  not  o plurality  of  above  sixteen  voices  for 
the  act ; among  whom  such,  ns  the  duke  of 
Hamilton,  the  carl  of  Eglingtun,  and  many 
others,  were  no  ways  Presbyterians ; so  that, 
had  the  queen  designed  to  introduce  Episco- 
pacy, it  would  not  have  beet)  any  hard  tusk  to 
have  done  it. 

Act  declaring  the  Meeting  of  the  Estates  to 
be  a Parliament .]  June7.  The  Parliament  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  duke  of  Argyle’s  act, 
which  consisted  of  three  clauses  : For  ratifying 
and  perpetuating  the  first  act  of  king  William’s 
parliament,  that  the  three  estates  then  met  to- 
gether were  a lawful  and  free  parliament : For 
declaring  it  high  treason  to  disown  the  autho- 
rity of  that  parliament,  or  to  endeavour,  by 
writing,  or  speaking,  or  other  open  act  or  deed,, 
to  alter  or  innovate  the  claim  of  right,  or  any 
article  thereof.  The  two  first  clauses  were 
agreed  to  without  any  opposition;  but  the  third, 
relating  to  the  claim  of  right,  raised  a very 
warm  debate.  It  was  alledged,  that  many 
libels  had  been  spread,  reflecting  on  the  claim 
of  right,  and  tending  to  unhinge  the  present 
happy  settlement.  To  which  it  was  answered, 
That  there  were  standing  laws  by  which  the 
authors  of  such  libels  might  be  punished  ; but 
that  the  import  of  such  a general  and  peremp* 
tory  clause  would  be  of  most  dangerous  con- 
sequence : That  it  would  fetter  men  in  their 
common  conversation,  which,  though  never  so 
innocent,  might,  by  these  words,  * endeavour 
‘ by  writing  or  speaking,*  bring  all  the  subjects, 
whether  in  the  ministry  or  not,  iuto  daily 
snares ; and,  in  short,  that  it  would  bind  up 
the  government,  and  the  wisdom  of  the  nation 
itself,  in  all  succeeding  ages,  from  making  such 
alterations  and  reformations,  os  in  course  of 
time,  and  various  circumstances  of  things, 
should  be  judged  necessary.  To  this  purpose 
James  Moore  of  Stennywood  said,  That  he 
was  sure,  nud  every  body  knew,  that  the  shire 
of  Aberdeen,  which  he  had  the  honour  to  re- 
present, was  of  episcopal  persuasion  ; and  if, 
after  this  act  was  passed,  his  countrymen 
should,  in  discharge  of  their  own  consciences, 
in  a regular  way  address  the  sovereign  or  par- 

an 
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linment,  which  by  the  claim  of  right  is  the  pri- 
vilege of  every  subject,  for  a rectification  of 
the  present  Presbyterian  establishment,  which, 
in  his  opinion,  was  neither  infallible  nor  unal- 
terable, he  desired  to  know,  whether  such  an 
address  should  import  treason  ? To  this,  Sir 
William  Hamilton,  of  Whitlow,  answered, 
That  indeed  this  act  did  not  preclude  address- 
ing fora  toleration  ; but  he  was  of  opinion,  that 
if,  after  it  was  passed  into  a law,  any  person 
should  own,  that  he  thought  Presbyterian  go- 
vernment a wrong  establishment,  and  th.it 
episcopacy  ought  to  he  restored,  such  a person 
w as  guilty  of  high-treason.  This  occasioned  a 
long  and  warm  debate,  wherein  the  dangers 
that  would  arise  from  this  act,  both  to  the  go- 
vernment and  the  subject,  were  fully  luid  open. 
However,  the  question  for  approving  the  act 
was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  though  there 
were  sixty  members  against  it,  and  many  non- 
liquets,  or  silent  members,  nnd  several  of  the 
country  party  who  were  Presbyterians ; but  all 
the  ministry  and  their  dependants  went  into  it, 
except  the  marquis  of  Athol,  the  lord  justice 
clerk,  the  lord  viscount  of  Tarbat,  nnd  some  of 
their  and  the  lord-commissioner's  friends,  who 
at  tins  time,  began  to  break  with  the  court,  and 
join  in  n particular  correspondence  with  the 
cavaliers. 

Proceedings  on  the  Act  of  Security.]  From 
the  Oth  of  June  to  the  30th,  there  was  little 
done  relating  to  the  public,  except  the  reading 
of  the  Ac  t of  Security,  and  reasoning  upon  the 
•everal  clauses  of  it;  on  the  22d  of  June,  there 
were  four  several  overtures  in  form  of  Acts,  for 
Security  of  the  kingdom,  presented  and  read, 
which  were  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  members. 

Mr.  Fletcher' s Speech  on  presenting  a 
Draught  of  the  said  Act.]  That  which  was 
most  taken  notice  of,  and  came  nearest  to  the 
Act  that  the  house  agreed  to,  was  the  Draught 
given  in  by  Mr.  Fletcher  of  Salton,  with  the 
following  speech  upon  it: 

“My  Lord  Chancellor;  Prejudice  nnd  opi- 
nion govern  the  world  to  the  great  distress  and 
ruin  of  mankind:  and  though  we  daily  find 
inen  so  rational  as  to  charm  by  the  disinterest- 
ed rectitude  of  their  sentiments  in  all  other 
tilings,  yet  when  we  touch  upon  any  wrong 
Opinion  with  which  they  have  been  early  pre- 
possessed, we  find  them  more  irrational  than 
any  thing  in  nature,  and  not  only  not  to  be  con- 
vinced, but  obstinately  resolved  not  to  hear 
any  reason  again-t  it.  These  prejudices  are 
yet  stronger  when  they  are  taken  up  by  great 
numbeis  of  men,  who  confirm  each  other 
through  the  course  of  several  generations,  and 
|eem  to  have  thtir  blood  taiuted,  or,  to  speak 
more  properly,  their  animal  spirits  influenced 
by  them.  Of  these  delusions,  one  of  the 
strongest  and  most  pernicious,  has  been  a vio- 
lent inclination  in  many  men  to  extend  the 
prerogative  of  the  prince  to  an  absolute  and 
unlimited  power.  And  though  in  limited  mo- 
narchies all  good  men  profess  and  declare 
themselves  cnemiv*  to  aU  tyrannical  practices, 
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yet  many,  even  of  these,  are  found  rrsdj  i 
oppose  such  necessary  limitations  as  mi*h: se- 
cure them  from  the  tyrannical  exerci*  cf 
power  in  a prince,  not  only  subject  to  tilth* 
infirmities  of  other  men,  hut  by  the  tcnpuuou 
arising  from  his  power,  to  far  greater.  Pis 
humour  has  greatly  increased  in  our  niton, 
since  the  union  of  the  crowns;  and  tbe slar.-sL 
submissions,  whicli  have  been  made  neemry 
to  procure  the  favours  of  the  court,  bate  che- 
rished and  fomented  a slavish  principle.  Bet 
1 must  take  lease  to  put  the  representathrs  cf 
this  nation  in  mind,  that  no  such  priaripks 
were  in  this  kingdom  before  the  union  uf  the 
crowns  ; and  that  no  monarchy  in  Europe 
more  limited,  nor  any  people  more  jealous  of 
liberty  than  the  Scots.  These  principles  wen 
first  introduced  among  us  after  the  uDionof 
the  crowns,  and  the  prerogative  extended  to 
the  overthrow  of  our  antient  coostitotion, 
chiefly  by  the  prelatical  party:  though  th» 
peevish,  imprudent,  and  detestable  conduct 
of  the  presbyterians,  who  opposed  these  prin- 
ciples only  m others,  drove  many  into  tbr^ 
gave  them  greater  force,  and  rooted  :hvm  son 
deeply  in  this  nation.  Should  we  not  U 
ashamed  to  embrace  opinions  contrary  to  rea- 
son, and  contrary  to  the  sentiments,  of oor  aa- 
cestors,  merely  upon  account  of  tbe  oncten> 
hie  and  insupportable  humour  and  ridicuioc* 
conduct  of  bigots  of  any  sort  ? If  then  no  wc- 
principles  were  in  this  nation,  and  thecomu- 
tution  of  our  government  had  greatly  Imntei 
the  prince's  power  before  die  union  of  th 
crowns  ; dare  any  man  say  he  is  a Scots-c&a, 
and  refuse  his  consent  to  reduce  the 
tnent  of  this  nation,  after  the  expiration  of  tl* 
intail,  widiin  the  same  limits  as  before  tbai 
union?  And  if  since  the  union  of  theenww, 
every  one  sees  that  we  stand  in  need  of  nwr» 
limitations;  will  any  man  act  in  so  direct  ia 
op|>osition  to  his  own  reason,  nnd  theundoa.t- 
ed  interest  of  his  country,  as  not  to  concur;! 
limiting  the  government  yet  more  than  ’* 
the  union,  particularly  by  the  addition  oi  ls* 
so  necessary  limitation  for  which  I am  w* 
speaking?  My  lord,  these  are  such 
monstrations  of  what  we  ought  to  do 
conjunctures,  that  all  men  of  common  ap* 
uuity  must  be  ashamed  of  entering  iototff 
other  measures.  Let  us  not  then  tread  in  d* 
steps  of  mean  and  fawning  priests  of  ^ 
who  are  always  disposed  to  pi. ice  an  aHwiut 
power  in  the  prince,  if  he  on  his  part  wiUp** 
tify  their  ambition,  and  by  all  means  Kipp*1 
their  form  of  church  government,  to  thcp*“ 
cution  of  all  oriier  men,  who  will  not  cm*ff 
with  their  impositions.  Let  us  begin  ■hfrt 
our  ancestors  left  before  the  union  of  *** 
crowns,  and  lie  for  the  future  morejw*^ 
our  liberties,  because  there  i»  more  need.  W* 
l must  take  upon  me  to  say,  that  he  »bo»ni* 
for  setting  great  limitations  upon  the  f#**1 
the  prince,  particularly  that  for  which  I 
speaking,  in  case  we  have  the  same  ki“i“ 
England,  can  act  by  no  principle,  whether 
be  a preibyterian,  prelatical,  or  prt&pvi* 
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an,  for  tlie  court  of  St.  Germains,  or  that  of 
anover;  I say,  lie  can  act  by  no  principle 
iless  that  of  being  a slave  to  the  court  of 
ngland  for  his  own  advantage.  And  there- 
re  let  not  those  who  go  under  the  name  of 
erogative-tnen  cover  themselves  with  the  jjre- 
xt  of  principles  in  this  case;  for  such  men 
e plainly  for  the  prerogative  of  the  English 
urt  over  this  nation,  because  this  limitation 
demanded  only  in  case  we  come  to  have 
e same  king  with  England.”  • 

• Andrew  Fletcher  of  Saltoun,  Scotland, 
is  born  in  1053.  lie  was' educated  under 
shop  Burnet,  and  when  in  parliament  he  so 
•onely  opposed  the  measures  of  the  Court, 
at  he  was  obliged  to  leave  the  country  and 
to  Holland,  ilc  landed  in  the  West  of 
iglund  with  Mooniouih,  1685,  and  after- 
irds  fought  against  the  Turks  in  the  Ilunga- 
in  Army.  The  Revolution  restored  him  to 
} country,  and  he  became  a Commissioner 
settle  the  government  of  Scotland.  He 
2d  in  London  1716.  From  his  Works, 
lich  were  published  in  1732,  the  above 
eeches  arc  taken. 

“ Fletcher,  (says  lord  Buchan,)  made  a 
inly  noble  appearance  in  that  Convention, 
lien  met  in  Scotland,  after  the  Revolution, 
r the  settlement  of  the  new  government, 
ic  thought  of  England’s  domineering  over 
otland  was  what  his  generous  soul  could  not 
dure.  The  indignities  and  oppression  which 
otland  lay  under  galled  him  to  the  heart; 
that  in  his  learned  and  animated  speeches, 
exposed  them  with  undaunted  courage  and 
thetical  eloquence.” — In  that  $»rcat  event, 
e Union,  he  performed  essential  service. 

2 got  the  Act  of  Security  passed,  which  de- 
ircd  that  the  two  crowns  should  not  pass 
the  same  head,  till  Scotland  was  secured  in 
r liberties,  civil  and  religious.  Therefore 
*d  Gndolphin  wa*  forced  into  the  Union,  to 
oid  n civil  war  after  the  queen’s  demise, 
though  Mr.  Fletcher  disapproved  of  some  of 
» articles,  and  indeed  of  the  whole  frame  of 
» Union  ; yet,  as  the  Act  of  Security  was  his 
»n  work,  he  had  all  the  merit  of  that  im- 
rtaat  transaction.  In  the  ardor  of  his  poli- 
al  career,  Mr.  Fletcher  forgot  not  the  inter- 
:s  of  his  birth  place.  He  esteemed  the  edu- 
tion  of  youth  one  of  the  noblest  objects  of 
vemment.  On  this  subject  he  wrote  a trea- 
e,  still  extant,  most  characteristic  of  himself; 

I he  established  at  Salton  a foundation  for 
e same  purpose,  of  great  utility  while  it 
ted.  This  great  tnun  died  at  London  in 
16,  aged  66.  His  remains  were  conveyed  to 
otland,  and  deposited  in  the  fumiJy  vault  at 
lion.  “ His  political  principles,  says  lord 
chan,  were  too  high  and  relined,  and  nis  sen- 
icnts  were  too  Roman,  or  rather,  ns  I may 
w say,  too  Gallic,  and  too  much  in  the  odour 
philosophical  politics,  to  accept  of  the  privi- 
e grauted  by  James  2's  act  of  indemnity,  to 
urn  to  his  country  and  estate,  when  under 
i dominion  of  disguised  despotism  sanctioned 
a venal  parliament,”  That  Mr.  Fletcher 
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The  following  is  the  Act,  as  brought  in  by 
Mr.  Fletcher  : 

ACT  for  the  Security  cf  the  Kingclofn . 

* The  estates  of  parliament  conMilerin/, 
1 That  when  it  shall  please  God  to  afflict  this 
‘ nation  with  the  dcaih  of  our  sovereign  lady 
‘ the  queen  (whom  Obd  of  his  infinite  mercy 

* lung  preserve)  if  the  same  shall  happen  to  be 

* without  heirs  of  her  body,  this  kingdom  may 
‘ fall  into  great  confusion  ami  disorder  before  a 

* successor  can  be  declared.  For  preventing 

received  neither  honours  nor  emoluments  from 
king  William,  may  therefore  hi  part  be  attri- 
buted to  himself ; a circumstance,  however, 
that  must  add  greatly  to  the  lustre  of  liis  cha- 
racter. His  uncomplying  virtue,  and  the  stern- 
ness of  his  principles,  were  ill  calculated  to 
conciliate  courtly  favour.  He  was  so  zealous 
an  assertor  of  the  liberties  of  the  people,  that 
he  was  too  jealous  of  the  growing  power  of  all 
princes  ; in  whom  he  thought  ambition  so  na- 
tural, that  he  was  not  for  trusting  the  best  of 
kings  with  the  power  which  ill  ones  might  make 
use  of  against  their  subjects;  He  was  of  opi- 
nion that  all  priuces  were  made  by,  and  for 
the  benefit  of,  the  people  ; and  that  they  slnuld 
have  no  power  but  that  of  doing  good.  This, 
which  made  him  oppose  king  Charles  and  in- 
vade king  James,  led  him  also  to  oppose  the 
giving  so  much  power  to  king  William,  whom 
he  would  never  serve  after  his  establishment. 
Mr.  Fletcher  was  master  of  the  English,  Latin, 
Greek,  French,  and  Italian  languages ; and 
well  versed  in  history,  the  civil  law,  and  all 
kinds  of  learning.  In  his  travels,  he  hud  not 
only  acquired  considerable  knowledge  in  the 
art  of  war,  but  also  become  versant  in  the  re- 
spective interests  of  the  several  princes  and 
states  of  Europe.  In  private  life,  he  was  affable 
to  his  friends,  and  free  from  all  vice.  He  had 
a penetrating,  clear,  and  lively  apprehension  ; 
but  is  said  to  have  been  too  much  wedded  to 
opinions,  and  impatient  of  contradiction.  IIo 
possessed  an  uncommon  elevation  of  mind,  ac- 
companied with  a warmth  of  temper,  which 
would  not  suffer  him  to  brook  an  indignity  from 
any  rank  of  men,  or  in  any  place.  Of  this  he 
exhibited  a singular  proof  in  the  Scut3  parlia- 
ment. The  earl  of  Stair,  secretary  of  state 
and  minister  for  Scotland,  having  in  the  heat 
of  debate  used  an  improper  expression  against 
Mr.  Fletcher,  he  seized  him  by  his  robe,  and 
insisted  upon  public  and  immediate  satisfac- 
tion. Ilis  lordship  was  obliged  instantly  to  beg 
his  pardon,  in  presence  of  parliament.  Mr. 
Fletcher  was  by  far  the  finest  speaker  in  the 
parliament  of  Scotland  : the  carl  of  Stair  aloue 
rivalled  him.  The  latter  was  famed  fur  a 
splendid,  the  former  for  a close  nnd  nervous 
eloquence.  He  formed  his  style  on  the  models 
of  antiquity  ; and  the  small  volume  of  his 
works,  sir  John  Dalrvmple  observes,  though 
imperfectly  collected,  is  one  of  the  very  few 
classical  compositions  in  the  English  language. 
**  His  speeches  and  his  language,”  says  lord 
Buchan,  “ will  boar  a comparison  with  the  best 
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* thereof,  our  sovereign  lady,  with  advice  and  J 

* consent  of  the  estates  of  parliament,  statutes  J 

* and  ordains,  That  if  at  the  foresaid  time,  any 

speeches  of  the  reign  of  queen  Anne,  the 
Augustan  age  of  Great  Britain,  far  superior  to 
the  tnetricious,  infl  ated,  metaphorical  style  of 
our  modern  orators.” 

The  follow  ing  character  of  Fletcher  is  pre- 
served in  his  Works,  and  is  there  said  to  he 
taken  from  a MS.  in  the  Library  of  the  late 
Thomas  Uawlinson,  esq. 

“ Andrew  Fletcher  of  Saltonn,  is  a gentle- 
man of  a good  estate  in  Scotland,  attended 
with  the  improvement  of  a good  education. 
He  was  knight  of  the  shire  for  Lothian  to  that 
parliament,  where  the  duke  of  York  was  com- 
missioner in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  II.  and 
openly  opposed  the  arbitrary  designs  of  that 
prince,  and  the  fatal  Bill  of  Accession  : which 
obliged  him  wisely  to  retire,  first  to  England, 
and  then  to  Holland. 

u The  duke  of  Y'ork  could  not  forgive  h>s 
behaviour  in  that  parliament;  they  summoned 
him  to  appear  at  Edinburgh,  which  he  not 
daring  to  do,  was  declared  traitor,  and  his 
estate  confiscated  : he  retired  to  Hungary,  and 
served  several  campaigns  under  the  duke  of 
Lorrain : he  returned  to  Holland  after  the 
death  of  king  Charles  II.  and  came  over  to 
England  with  the  duke  of  Monmouth : had  the 
misfortune  to  shoot  the  mayor  of  Lime  after 
his  landing ; and  on  it  returned  again  to  Hol- 
land : and  came  over  at  the  Revolution  with 
the  prince  of  Orange. 

He  is  so  zenlons  an  nsserter  of  the  liberties 
of  the  people,  that  he  is  too  jealous  of  the 
growing  power  of  all  princes;  in  whom  he 
thinks  ambition  so  natural,  that  he  is  not  for 
trusting  the  best  of  princes  with  the  power 
which  ill  ones  may  make  use  of  against  the  peo- 
ple: believes  all  princes  wi  re  made  by,  and  for 
the  good  of,  the  people;  and  thinks  princes 
should  have*  no  power  but  that  of  doing  good. 
This  made  him  oppose  king  Charles;  invade 
king  James;  and  oppose  the  giving  so  much 
power  to  king  William,  whom  lie  never  would 
serve;  nor  does  he  ever  come  into  the  admi- 
nistration of  this  Queen  : but  stands  up  a stout 
pillar  lor  the  constitution  of  the  parliament  of 
Scotland. 

li  He  is  a gentleman  steady  in  his  principles, 
of  nice  honour,  with  abundance  of  learning : 
brave  as  the  sword  lie  wears,  and  bold  as  a lion : 
a sure  friend,  and  an  irreconcileahle  enemy ; 
would  lo*>e  his  life  readily  to  serve  his  country, 
nod  would  not  lo  a base  thing  to  save  it.  His 
thoughts  are  large  as  to  religion,  and  could 
never  be  brought  within  the  bounds  of  any  par- 
ticular set.  Nor  will  he  be  under  the  distinc- 
tion of  a Whig  or  Tory;  spying,  those  names 
arc  u ed  to  cloak  the  knaves  of  both. 

u His  notions  of  government,  however,  are 
too  fine  spun,  and  rau  hardly  be  lived  up  to  by 
men  sahj.-ct  to  the  common  frailties  of  nature  ; 
neither  will  he  give  allowance  lor  extraordi- 
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* parliament  or  convention  of  estates  doll  be 
‘ assembled;  theo  the  members  of  that  pari:* 
‘ mint  or  convention  of  estates  shall  uketbi 


nary  emergencies : witness  the  duke  of  Shrews- 
bury, with  whom  he  hod  always  been  very  mb- 
raate;  yet  the  duke  coming  to  be  secretary  of 
state  a second  time,  purely  to  save  his  coemry, 
this  gentleman  would  never  he  in  common  cb* 
rity  with  him  afierwards.  And  my  lord  Spen- 
cer, now  lord  Sunderland,  for  voting  for  tfet 
army,  was  used  by  that  man  much  after  the 
same  manner. 

“ He  hath  wrote  some  very  good  things,  btt 
they  are  not  published  in  hi$  name:  he  hath  a 
very  good  genius.  A low,  thiu  man,  of  a bnwi 
complexion,  full  of  fire,  with  a stern,  soar  bit, 
and  fifty  years  old.” 

Lockhart  in  Ids  Memoirs,  (p.  68.)  teH»  e, 
that  “ Andrew  Fletcher  of  Sultouu,  in  the 
part  of  his  life,  did  improve  himself  to  a great 
degree  by  reading  and  travelling:  he  was  d* 
ways  a great  admirer  of  both  aocieut  andea- 
dern  republics;  and  therefore  the  more  dis- 
pleased at  some  steps  which  he  thought wr*< 
inking  Charles  II’s  reign;  whereby  be  da* 
upon  himself  the  enmity  of  tire  ministers  of  iwt 
government ; to  avoid  the  evil  consequence*  « 
which,  he  went  abroad,  during  which  urnr,  lw 
enemies  malice  still  continuing,  he  was  up* 
slight,  frivolous  pretences,  summoned  to  *p* 
pear  before  the  privy-council ; tad  the-' 
designs  to  ruin  him  being  too  apparent  be 
was  so  enraged  that  he  concurred,  ai-4 
came  over  with  the  duke  of  Monmouth,  whea 
he  invaded  England;  upon  which  he  »«* 
forfeited.  Thereafter  he  came  over  with  tbe 
prince  of  Orange;  but  that  prince  was  ul 
many  months  in  England,  till  he  saw  lib  de- 
signs, and  left  him,  and  ever  thereafter, 
and  appeared  as  much  against  him  as  a*J  # 
the  kingdom.  Being  elected  a parliamennwc 
in  1703,  he  shewed  a sincere  and  honest  inch* 
nation  towards  the  honour  and  interest  of  ba 
country.  The  thoughts  of  England’s  domino* 
iug  over  Scotland,  was  what  his  generous  sval 
could  not  away  with.  The  indignities  sod 
pression  Scotland  lay  under,  galled  him  to  the 
heart.  So  that  in  his  learned  and  cUborxK 
discourses,  he  exposed  them  with  undiuBi^ 
courage,  and  pat  he  ti  cal  eloquence-  He 
blessed  with  a soul  that  hated  aud  dep^ 
w hatever  was  mean  and  unbecoming  a centk- 
raan ; and  was  so  stedfast  to  what  lie  tho»s& 
right,  that  no  hazard  nor  advantage,  no,  cot 
the  universal  empire,  nor  the  gold  of  Amen^t 
could  tempt  him  to  yield  or  desert  it.  JW* 
may  aftirra,  that  in  his  life  he  never  once 
sued  a measure  with  the  prospect  of  any  bv# 
end  to  himself,  no  further  than  lie  judged  it 
for  the  common  benefit  and  advnutage  of®* 
couutry.  He  was  master  of  the  English,  IiWt 
Greek,  French,  and  Italian  languages; 
well  versed  in  history,  the  civil  law,  and 
kinds  of  learning:  and  as  he  was  universal 
accomplished,  he  employed  bis  talents  for  u* 
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d ministration  of  the  government  upon  them  : 
xceptuig  (hose  barons  and  boroughs,  who  at 
he  foresnid  time  shall  have  any  place  or  pen- 
ion,  mediately  or  immediately  of  the  crown  : 
.hose  commissions  are  hereby  declared  to  he 
oid  ; aud  that  new  members  shall  be  chosen 
u their  place  : But  if  tliere  be  no  parliament 
r convention  of  estates  actually  assembled, 
hen  the  members  of  the  current  parliament 
hall  assemble  with  all  possible  diligence : 
Vnd  if  there  be  no  current  parliament,  then 
tie  members  of  the  last  dissolved  parliament, 
r convention  of  estates,  shall  assemble  in 
ike  manner  : aud  in  those  two  lust  cases,  so 
oou  as  there  shall  be  one  hundred  members 
net,  in  which  number  the  barons  aud  bo- 
oughs  before-mentioned  are  not  to  be  rec- 
oned,  they  shall  take  the  administration  of 
he  government  upon  them : But  neither 

hey,  nor  the  members  of  parliament,  or  con- 
ention  of  estates,  if  at  the  time  fore  said  as- 
embled,  shall  proceed  to  the  weighty  affair 
»f  naming  and  declaring  a successor,  'till 
vreuty  days  after  they  have  assumed  the  ad- 
ninistration  of  the  government : both  that 
here  may  be  time  for  all  the  other  members 
o come  to  Edinburgh,  w hich  is  hereby  de- 
clared the  place  of  their  meeting,  and  for  the 
‘lections  ol  new  barons  and  boroughs  in  place 
ibovc-mentioned.  But  so  soon  as  the 
:wenty  days  are  elapsed,  then  they  shall  pro- 
ved to  the  publishing  by  proclamation  the 
:unditions  of  government,  on  which  they  will 
eceive  the  successor  to  the  imperial  crown  of 
.his  realm  ; which  in  the  case  only  of  our  be- 
ng  under  the  same  king  with  England,  are  as 
allows. 

4 1.  That  elections  shall  be  made  at  every 
Michaelmas  head-court  for  a new  parliament 
every  year  ; to  sit  the  first  of  November  next 

>od  of  mankind,  lie  was  a strict  and  nice 
jserver  of  all  the  points  of  honour,  and  his 
ord  sacred,  as  brave  as  his  sword ; and  had 
ime  experience  in  tl>e  art  of  war,  having 
his  younger  years  been  some  time  a volun- 
er  in  both  the  land  and  sea  service.  In  his 
avels  he  had  studied,  and  came  to  understand 
ie  respective  interests  of  the  several  princes 
id  states  of  Europe.  In  his  private  conver- 
uion  affable  to  his  friends,  (but  could  not  en- 
ure to  converse  with  those  he  thought  enemies 
> their  country)  aud  free  of  all  manner  of  vice. 
Ie  had  a penetrating,  clear  and  lively  nppre- 
c avion : but  so  extremely  wedded  to  his  own 
pinions,  that  tliere  were  few  (and  those  too 
lust  be  his  beloved  friends,  and  of  whom  he 
xd  a good  opinion)  he  could  endure  to  reason 
gaiust  him ; and  did  for  the  most  part  so 
losely  and  unalterably  adhere  to  what  he  ad- 
xnced,  (which  was  frequently  very  singular) 
liat  he  would  break  with  his  party  before  he 
vould  alter  the  least  jot  of  his  schemes  and 
uaxims:  and  therefore  it  was  impossible  that 
my  set  of  men,  that  did  not  give  up  themselves 
be  absolutely  directed  by  him,  to  please  him, 
rJ  to  carry  him  along  in  all  points.  And 
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4 following,  and  adjourn  themselves  from  time 

* to  time,  till  next  Michaelmas : That  they 
4 chuse  their  owu  president,  and  that  every 

* thing  shall  be  determined  by  ballotting,  in 
4 place  of  voting. 

4 2.  That  so  many  lesser  barons  shall  he 

* added  to  the  parliament,  as  there  have  been 
‘ noblemen  created  since  the  last  augmentation 

* of  the  number  of  the  barons ; and  that  in 

* all  time  coming,  for  every  nobleman  that 
4 shall  he  created,  there  shall  be  u baron  added 

* to  the  parliament. 

* 3.  1 hat  no  man  have  vote  in  parliament, 

4 byt  a nobleman  or  elected  member. 

( 4.  That  the  king  shall  give  the  sanction  to 
4 all  laws  offered  by  the  estates  ; and  that  the 
4 president  of  the  parliament  be  im powered  by 
4 bis  majesty  to  give  the  sanction  in  his  absence, 

‘ and  have  10/.  sterling  a day  salary. 

* 5.  That  a committee  of  one  and  thirty 
4 members,  of  which  nine  to  be  a quorum, 

4 chosen  out 'of  their  own  number,  by  every 
4 parliament,  shall,  during  the  intervals  of  par- 

* liament,  under  the  king,  have  the  administra- 
4 tion  of  the  government,  he  hjs  council,  and 
‘accountable  to  tlie  next  parliament;  with 
4 power  in  extraordinary  occasions,  to  call  the 
1 parliament  together:  and  that  in  the  said 
4 council,  all  things  be  determined  by  ballotting 
4 in  place  of  voting. 

4 6.  That  the  king  without  consent  of  parlia- 
4 meat  shall  not  have  the  power  of  making 
4 peace  and  war;  or  that  of  concluding  any 
4 treaty  with  any  other  state  or  potentate. 

4 7.  That  all  places  and  offices,  both  civil 
4 and  military,  and  all  pensions  formerly  con- 
1 feiTed  by  our  kings,  shall  ever  after  be  given 
4 by  parliament. 

8.  4 That  no  regiment  or  company  of  horse 

* foot,  or  dragoons  be  kept  on  foot  in  peace  or 
< war,  but  by  consent  of  parliament. 

thence  it  came  to  pass,  that  he  often  in  the 
parliament  stuck  close  to  the  country  party, 
and  wns  their  Cicero.  He  was,  no  doubt, 
an  enemy  to  all  monarchical  governments ; 
at  least  thought  they  wanted  to  be  much 
reformed : hut  I do  very  well  believe  his 
aversion  to  the  English  and  the  Union  was 
so  great,  in  revenge  to  them,  he  would  have 
sided  with  the  royal  family ; but  as  that  was 
a subject  not  fit  to  be  entered  upon  with 
him,  this  is  only  a conjecture  from  some  innu- 
endos I have  heard  him  make : but  so  far  it 
certain,  he  liked,  commended,  and  conversed 
with  high-flying  Tories,  more  than  any  other  set 
of  men,  acknowledging  them  , to  be  the  best 
countrymen,  and  of  most  honour,  integrity, 
and  ingenuity.  To  sum  up  all ; he  was  a 
learned,  gallant,  honest,  and  every  other  way 
well  accomplished  geutlemnn  : mid  if  ever  a 
man  proposes  to  serve  and  merit  well  of  hit 
country,  let  him  place  his  courage,  zeal,  nnd 
constancy  as  a pattern  before  him  ; aud  thiuk 
himself  sufficiently  applauded  and  rewarded, 
if  he  obtain  the  diameter  of  being  like  Andrew 
Fletcher  of  Saltoun/' 
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9.  4 That  all  the  fencihle  men  of  the  nation, 

4 betwixt  sixty  and  sixteen,  be  with  alldiligence 
4 possible  armed  with  bayonets,  and  firelocks  all 
4 of  a calibre,  and  continue  always  provided  in 
4 such  arms  with  ammunition  suitable. 

10.  4 That  no  general  indemnity,  nor  pardon 
4 for  any  transgression  against  the  public,  shall 
4 be  valid  without  consent  of  parliament. 

4 11.  4 That  the  fifteen  senators  of 'the  col- 
4 lege  of  justice  shall  be  incapable  of  being 

* members  of  parliament,  or  of  any  other  office, 

4 or  any  pension  ; but  the  salary  that  belongs 
4 to  their  place  to  he  increased  as  the  parlia- 
4 meat  shall  think  fit:  that  the  office  of  presi- 
4 dent  shall  be  in  three  of  their  number  to  be 
4 named  by  parliament,  and  that  there  be  no 
4 extraordinary  lords.  And  also,  that  the  lords 
4 of  the  justice  court  shall  be  distiurt  from 
4 those  of  the  session,  and  under  the  same  re- 
4 strictious. 

12.  4 That  if  a*y  king  break  in  upon  any  of 
4 these  conditions  of  government,  he  shall  by 
4 the  estates  be  declared  to  have  forfeited  the 
4 crown. 

4 Which  proclamation  made,  they  are  to  go 
4 on  to  the  naming  and  declaring  a successor: 

4 and  when  he  is  declared,  if  present,  are  to 
4 read  to  him  the  claim  of  right  and  conditions 
4 of  government  abovementioned,  and  to  desire 
4 of  him,  that  he  may  accept  the  crown  no 
4 cordingly;  and  he  accepting,  they  are  to  ad- 
4 minister  to  him  the  oath  of  coronation  : but 
4 if  the  successor  be  not  present,  they  are  to  de- 
4 legate  such  of  their  own  number  ns  they 
4 shall  think  fit,  to  see  the  same  performed,  as 
4 said  is  : and  are  to  continue  in  the  ndminis- 
4 (ration  of  the  government,  until  the  successor 
4 his  accepting  of  the  crown,  upon  the  foresaid 
4 terms  be  known  to  them : whereupon  hav- 

* ing  then  a king  upon  their  head,  they  shall 
4 by  his  authority  declare  themselves  a parlia- 
4 meat,  and  proceed  to  the  doing  of  whatever 
4 shall  be  thought  expedient  for  the  welfare  of 
4 the  realm.  And  it  is  likewise  by  the  authority 
4 aforesaid  declared,  that  if  her  present  majesty 
4 shall  think  fit,  during  her  own  time,  with  ad- 
4 vice  and  consent  of  the  estates  of  parliament, 

4 failing  heirs  of  her  body,  to  declare  a 

* successor,  yet  nevertheless,  after  her  Maj»s- 
4 ty’s  decease,  the  members  of  parliament  or 
4 convention  shall  in  the  several  cases,  and 
4 alter  the  manner  above-specified,  meet 
4 and  admit  the  successor  to  the  govern- 
4 ment,  in  the  terms  and  after  the  manner  as 
4 said  is.  And  it  is  hereby  further  declared, 

4 that  after  the  decease  of  her  Majesty, 

4 and  failing  heirs  of  her  body,  the  foremen- 
4 tioned  manner  and  method  shall  in  the  se- 
4 veral  cases  be  that  of  declaring  and  admitting 
4 to  the  government  all  those  who  shall  here* 

4 after  succeed  to  the  imperial  crown  of  this 
4 realm  : and  that  it  shall  be  high  treason  for 
4 any  man  to  ow  n or  acknowledge  auy  person 
4 ns  king  or  queen  of  this  realm,  till  they  arede- 
4 dared  and  admitted  in  the  abovementioned 
4 manner.  And  lastly,  it  is  hereby  declared, 

4 that  by  the  death  of  her  Majesty,  or  any  of 


. — Proceedings  in  the  fxxv 

4 her  successors,  all  commissions,  both  civil 
4 military,  fall  and  are  void.  Aud  tbs:  tbs 
4 act  shall  come  in  place  of  the  seventeenths.:: 

4 of  the  sixth  session  of  King  William’s  pu- 
4 1 lament.  And  all  acts  and  laws,  that  sin 
4 way  derogate  from  this  present  act  a.*t 
4 hereby  in  so  far  declared  void  and  abrupt’ 

Mr.  Fletcher  also  made  the  following  speed 
in  defence  of  the  Limitation  he  proposed. 

44  My  Lord  Chancellor ; it  is  the  uim»t 
height  of  human  prudence  to  see  and  eabrac* 
every  favourable  opportunity : and  if  a word 

spoken  in  season  does  for  the  roost  part  pro- 
duce wonderful  effects,  of  what  coQseqtoa 
and  advantage  must  it  be  to  a nation  u:fr 
liberations  of  the  highest  moment ; in  occa- 
sions, when  past,  for  ever  irretrievable,  to  cute 
into  the  ri*ght  path,  and  take  hold  of  the  f > ~ 
opportunity,  which  makes  the  most  arte* 
things  easy,  and  without  which  tlie  mostiric^e- 
siderable  may  put  a stop  to  all  our  affairs?  Ve 
have  this  day  an  opportunity  in  our  hak 
which  if  we  manage  to  the  advantage  of  tte 
nation  we  have  the  honour  to  represent,  « 
may,  so  far  ns  the  vicissitude  and  uncertain 
of  human  aO'aits  will  pe  rmit,  Ik?  for 
easy  and  happy.  But  if  we  despise  or  ntgkrt 
this  occasion,  we  have  voted  our  perpenixl  dc- 
pcndance  on  another  nation,  if  men  eoetf 
always  retain  those  just  impressions  of  tfe 
they  at  some  times  have  upon  tlieir  miwh, 
they  would  be  much  more  steady  in  their  ac- 
tions. And  as  I may  boldly  say,  that  do 
is  to  be  found  in  this  house,  who  at  some  tn&c 
or  other  has  not  had  that  just  sense  of  the  *> 
serable  condition  to  which  this  natioo  is  re- 
duced by  a dependancc  upon  the  En&* 
court,  I should  demand  no  more  but  the 
impressions  at  this  time  to  pass  all  the  luna- 
tions mentioned  in  the  draught  of  an  »ct  I 
have  already  brought  into  this  house; 
they  nre  not  limitations  upon  any  prince,  vto 
shall  only  be  king  of  Scotland,  nor  do  vj 
way  tend  to  separate  us  from  England:  b»* 
calculated  merely  to  this  end,  that  so  Ion*  ' 
we  continue  to  be  under  the  same  prince* 
our  neighbour  nation,  we  may  be  free  hoc 
the  influence  of  English  councils  and  mioigeo; 
that  the  nation  may  not  be  impoverished  -f 
an  expensive  attendance  at  court,  and  that  ibe 
force  and  exercise  of  our  government  bst  he, 
as  far  ns  is  possible,  within  ourselves.  Bf 
which  means,  trade,  manufactures,  and  Ik** 
bandry  will  flourish,  and  the  affairs  of  d#  r-'* 
rion  be  no  longer  neglected,  as  they  hare  t«a 
hitherto.  These  are  the  ends  to  which  all  dr 
limitations  are  directed,  that  English  coozd 
may  not  hinder  the  acts  of  our  parliaroc^ 
from  receiving  the  royal  assent  : that  we®1? 
not  be  engaged  without  our  consent  in  tie 
quarrels  they  may  have  with  other  nation?; 
that  they  may  not  obstruct  the  meeting  of®*7 
parliaments,  nor  interrupt  their  sitting  ; that"* 
may  not  stand  in  need  of  posting  to  land1'7 
tor  places  and  pensions,  by  w hich,  whatfvc 
particular  men  may  get,  the  natioo 
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vay*  be  a loser,  nor  apply  for  the  rerae- 
?s  of  our  grievances  to  a court,  where  for 
! most  part  none  are  to  be  hurl.  On  the 
mart,  if  these  conditions  of  government'  be 
icted,  our  constitution  will  be  amended,  and 
r grievances  be  easily  redressed  by  a due  ex- 
Jiiun  of  our  own  laws,  which  to  this  day  we 
re  never  been  able  to  obtain.  The  best  and 
test  men  in  England  will  be  glad  to  hear 
it  these  limitations  are  settled  by  us.  For 
>ugh  the  ambition  of  courtiers  lead  them  to 
sire  an  uncontrolablc  power  at  any  rate  ; yet 
>er  men  will  consider  that  when  two  nations 
e under  the  same  prince,  the  condition  of  one 
rinot  be  made  intolerable,  but  a separation 
ist  inevitably  follow,  which  will  be  dangerous 
lot  destructive  to  both.  The  senate  of  Rome 
stly  determined  in  the  business  of  the  Priver- 
tes,  that  all  people  would  take  hold  of  the 
»t  opportunity  to  free  themselves  from  an  un- 
jy  condition ; that  no  peace  could  be  last- 
j,  in  which  both  parties  did  not  find  their  ac- 
jnt ; and  that  no  alliance  was  strong  enough 
keep  two  nations  in  amity,  if  the  condition 
either  %vere  made  worse  by  it.  For  my  own 
rt,  my  lord  Chancellor,  before  I will  consent 
continue  in  our  present  miserable  and  lan- 
ishing  condition  after  the  decease  of  her  ma- 
ty, and  heirs  of  her  body  failing,  1 ‘‘hall  ra- 
?r  give  my  vote  for  a separation  from  England 
any  rate.  I hope  no  man  who  is  now  pos- 
ted of  an  office,  will  take  umbrage  at  these 
nditions  of  government,  though  some  of  them 
?m  to  dimmish,  and  others  do  entirely  sup- 
ess  the  place  he  possesses:  for  besides  the 
indal  of  preferring  a private  interest  before 
at  of  our  country,  these  limitations  are  not  to 
ke  place  immediately.  The  Queen  is  yet 
ung,  and  by  the  grace  of  God  may  live  many 
trs,  I hope  longer  than  all  those  she  has 
iced  in  any  trust  ; and  should  we  not  be 
ppy,  if  those  who  fur  the  future  may  design 
recommend  themselves  for  any  office,  could 
t do  it  by  any  other  way  than  the  favour  of 
is  house,  which  they  who  appear  for  these 
nditions  will  deserve  in  a more  emiuent  de- 
ee  ? Would  we  rather  court  an  English  mi- 
ner for  n place  than  a parliament  of  Scotland? 
re  wc  afraid  of  being  taken  out  of  the  hands 
English  courtiers,  and  left  to  govern  our- 
Ives?  And  do  we  doubt  whether  an  English 
inbtry,  or  a Scots  parliament  will  be  most  for 
e interest  of  Scotland  ? But  that  which  seems 
ost  difficult  in  this  question,  and  in  which,  if 
refaction  be  given,  I hope  no  man  will  pre- 
nd  to  be  dissatisfied  with  these  limitations,  is 
e interest  of  n king  of  Great  Britain.  And 
•re  l shall  take  liberty  to  say,  that  as  the  liini- 
tions  do  no  way  affect  any  prince  that  may 
* king  of  Scotland  only,  so  they  will  be  found 
ghly  advantageous  to  a king  of  Great  Britain. 
>me  of  our  late  kings,  when  they  have  been 
:rplexed  about  the  affairs  of  Scotland,  did  let 
li  such  expressions,  as  intimated  they  thought 
iem  not  worth  their  application.  And  indeed 
e ought  rot  to  wonder  if  princes,  like  other 
en,  should  grow  weary  of  toiling  where  they 


find  no  advantage.  But  to  set  this  affair  in  a 
true  light:  I desire  to  know,  whether  it  can  be 
more  advantageous  to  a king  of  Great  Bri- 
tain to  hove  an  unlimited  prerogative  over 
this  country  in  our  present  ill  condition,  which 
turns  to  no  account,  than  that  this  nation  grown 
rich  and  powerful  under  these  conditions  of  go- 
vernment, should  be  able  upon  any  emergency 
to  furnish  a good  body  of  land  forces,  .with  a 
squadron  of  ships  for  war,  all  paid  by  ourselves, 
to  assist  his  majesty  in  the  wars  he  may  under- 
take for  the  defence  of  the  protestant  religion 
and  liberties  of  Europe.  Now  since  I hope  I 
have  shewn,  that  those  who  arc  for  the  preroga- 
tive of  the  kings  of  Scotland,  and  all  those  who 
are  possessed  of  places  at  this  time,  together 
with  the  whole  English  nation,  as  well  as  a 
king  of  Great  Britain,  have  cause  to  be  satis- 
fied with  these  regulations  of  government,  I 
would  know  what  difficulty  can  remain;  unless 
that  being  accustomed  to  live  in  a dependency 
and  unacquainted  with  liberty,  we  know  not  so 
much  as  the  meaning  of  the  word ; nor  if  that 
should  be  explained  to  us,  can  ever  persuade 
ourselves  we  shall  obtain  the  thing,  though  we 
have  it  in  our  power  by  a few  votes  to  set  our 
selves  and  our  posterity  free.  To  say  that  this 
will  stop  at  the  royal  assent,  is  a suggestion  dis- 
respectful to  her  majesty,  and  which  ought 
neither  to  be  mentioned  in  parliament,  nor  be 
considered  by  any  member  of  this  house.  And 
were  this  a proper  time,  I am  confident  I could 
say  such  things  as  being  represented  to  tha 
queen,  would  convince  her,  that  no  person  can 
have  greater  interest,  nor  obtain  more  lasting 
honour  by  the  enacting  of  these  conditions  of 
government,  than  her  majesty.  Aud  if  the 
nation  be  assisted  in  this  exigency  by  the  good 
offices  of  his  grace  the  high  commissioner,  I 
shall  not  doubt  to  affirm,  that  in  procuring  this 
blessmg  to  our  country  from  her  majesty,  be 
will  do  more  for  us,  than  all  the  great  men  of 
that  noble  family,  of  which  he  is  descended, 
ever  did  ; though  it  seems  to  have  been  their 
peculiar  province  for  divers  ages,  to  defend  the 
liberties  of  this  nation  against  the  power  of  the 
English  and  the  deceit  of  courtiers.  What 
further  arguments  can  I use  to  persuade  this 
hou«e  to  enact  these  limitations,  and  enibruco 
this  occasion,  which  we  have  so  little  deserved  ? 
T might  bring  many  ; hut  the  most  proper  and 
effectual  to  persuade  nil,  I take  to  be  this : that 
our  ancestors  did  enjoy  the  most  essential  li- 
berties contained  in  the  act  I have  proposed  : 
and  though  some  few  of  less  moment  are  among 
them  which  they  hud  not,  yet  they  were  in  pos- 
session of  divers  others  not  contained  in  these 
articles:  that  they  enjoyed  these  privileges 
when  they  were  separated  from  England,  hail 
their  prince  living  among  them,  and  conse- 
quently stood  not  in  so  great  need  of  these 
limitations.  Now  since  we  have  been  under 
the  same  prince  with  England,  and  there- 
fore stand  in  the  greatest  need  of  them,  we 
have  not  only  neglected  to  make  a due  pro- 
vision oT  that  kind,  but  in  divers  parliaments 
have  given  away  our  liberties,  and  upon  the 
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matter  subjected  this  crown  to  the  court  of 
England  : and  are  become  so  accustomed  to 
depend  on  them,  that  we  seem  to  doubt  whe- 
ther we  shall  lay  hold  of  this  happy  opportu- 
nity to  resume  our  freedom.  If  nothing  else 
will  more  us,  at  least  let  us  not  act  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  light  of  our  own  reason  and  con- 
science, which  daily  represents  to  us  the  ill 
constitution  of  our  government ; the  low  con- 
dition into  which  we  are  sunk,  and  the  extreme 
poverty,  distress,  and  misery  of  our  people. 
.Let  us  consider  whether  we  will  have  the  na- 
tion continue  in. these  deplorable  circumstances, 
and  lose  this  opportunity  of  bringing  freedom 
and  plenty  among  us.  Sure  the  heart  of  every 
honest  man  must  bleed  daily,  to  see  the  misery 
in  which  our  commons  and  even  many  of  our 
gentry  live;  which  has  no  other  cause  but  the 
ill  constitution  of  our  government,  and  our  had 
government  no  other  root,  but  our  dependence 
upon  the  court  of  England.  If  our  kings  lived 
among  us,  it  would  wot  be  strange  to  find 
these  limitations  rejected.  It  is  not  the 
prerogative  of  a king  of  Scotland  I would 
diminish,  but  the  prerogative  of  English 
ministers  over  this  nation.  To  conclude, 
these  conditions  of  government  being  either 
such  as  our  ancestors  enjoyed,  or  princi- 
pally directed  to  cut  off  our  dependence  on 
an  English  court,  and  not  to  take  place  during 
the  life  of  the  queen;  he  who  refuses  his  con- 
sent to  them,  whatever  he  may  be  by  birth, 
cannot  sure  be  a Scots- man  by  affection.  This 
will  be  a troe  test  to  distinguish,  not  whig  from 
tory,  presbyterian  from  episcopal,  Hanover 
from  St.  Germains,  nor  yet  a courtier  from  a 
man  out  of  place  ; but  a proper  test  to  distin- 
guish a friend  from  an  enemy  to  his  couotry. 
And  indeed  we  are  spilt  into  so  many  parties, 
and  cover  ourselves  with  so  many  false  pre- 
texts, that  such  n test  seems  necessary  to  bring 
us  into  the  light,  and  shew  every  man  in  his 
own  colours.  In  a word,  my  lord  Chancellor, 
we  are  to  consider,  that  though  we  suffer  under 
many  grievances,  yet  our  dependence  upon  the 
court  of  England  is  the  cause  of  all,  compre- 
hends them  all,  and  is  the  band  that  ties  up  the 
bundle.  If  we  break  this,  they  will  all  drop 
and  fall  to  the  ground  : if  not,  this  band  will 
straiten  us  more  and  more,  till  we  shall  be  no 
longer  a people.  I therefore  humbly  propose, 
That  for  the  security  of  our  religion,  liberty, 
and  trade  these  limitations  be  declared  by  a 
resolution  of  this  house  to  be  the  conditions 
upon  which  the  nation  will  receive  a successor 
to  the  crown  of  this  realm  after  the  decease  of 
her  present  majesty,  and  failing  heirs  of  her 
body,  in  case  the  said  successor  shall  be  also 
king  or  queen  of  Engtind.” 

Lord  Bclhatcn't  Speech  on  the  said  Act .] 
The  lord  Belhavcn  made  the  following  Speech 
oil  the  Act  for  Security  of  the  kingdom,  in  case 
of  the  Queen’s  death  : 

“ My  Lord  Chancellor;  We  are  now  upon 
an  act  of  the  last  consequence,  it  is  an  Act  for 
the  Security  of  the  kingdom  in  case  of  the 
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Queen’s  death.  I hear  it  proposed  bj  an 
.earl  on  the  other  side,  that  this  actmUt** 
the  same  narrative  with  the  act  1696.  fitf  1 
would  have  it  considered,  that  oar  dn» 
stances  are  much  changed  since  that  tin*: 
had  then  both  a king  and  successor  iataf; 
now  our  happiness  and  the  welfare  ci  3b 
kingdom,  doth  solely  depend  upon  iLel&i 
our  most  gracious  and  excellent  queen  (*i® 
God  long  preserve  for  a blessing  to  tiusNfuL, 
It  is  from  her  bounty  to  this  her  aocieei*^ 
dom,  that  we  hope  to  bring  this  excrika:  si 
useful  law  to  perfection  ; therefore,  oijksi.a 
luy  humble  opinion,  the  best  narrative  cask 
given  to  this  act  is,  to  set  tilings  in  tborw 
light  before  this  honourable  house,  with  rekid 
to  the  circumstances  of  this  nation  is  u ;?*■ 
sent,  and  as  it  hath  been  this  century  «fy» 
by  past,  ever  since  the  uuion  of  the  two  an* 
untier  one  monarch. 

“ If  we  consider,  my  lord,  our  preset  r ■ 
cum&tnnccs,  we  are  a divided  people  awtf 
ourselves,  divided  and  separated  in  oar  iotes 
and  circumstances  from  all  Europe  bsds 
we  have  no  treaties,  no  alliances  with  an 
the  states  or  potentates  of  Europe;  jet,r 
have  little  or  no  trade,  commerce  or  cot* 
.pondence  abroad,  our  military  corps  «r? 
abroad  without  post,  name,  or  cartel,  as- 
rather  like  to  the  Israelites  service  io  Er^ 
than  that  of  a free  independent  nation  asu 
their  neighbours  : but,  above  all,  ray  lord,  * 
are  under  lliat  singular  speciality,  that  »ei%* 
not  w ho  shall  reign  over  us,  neither  h avt  * 
any  particular  law,  pointing  out,  or  d r-r?s 
us  what  to  do  when  that  melancholy  day cas& 
that  we  shall  be  so  miserable  as  to  lose  a 
best  of  queens,  yea,  the  best  of  sovereign! 

“ These,  my  lord,  are  our  present  c.-reet 
stances,  and  1 am  sure  they  arc  so  utLr^ 
ble,  provoking  and  melancholy,  that  they  «*• 
serve  both  the  time  and  thought!  of  this!* 
nourable  house,  to  find  out  an  adequate rewfl 
for  them;  especially  when  we  are eocc^H 
to  it  by  her  majesty’s  gracious  letter  ^ 
parliament,  impowering  us  to  male,  *&’• 
amend  what  laws  may  tend  to  the  bene-  ' 
the  nation. 

“ Let  us  then  go  on,  my  lord,  with  that  *£*■ 
niraity  becomes  us,  in  the  treating  of 
an  affair:  this  is  the  concern  of  • nt£M*t  ^ 
of  a nation  that  hath  been  under  a f 
decay  and  consumption  for  this  hundred 
by  past,  and  is  now  become  so  very  - 
debilitated,  that  it  hath  scarce  strength 
dure  a cure. 

“ If  we  do  but  consider  the  ruins  of  or  r; 
burrows,  we  may  see  what  a vast  dc»y  * 
have  suffered  in  trade,  in  a century  which®' 
justly  be  called  the  century  oi  trade,«- ^ 
trading  age ; if  we  will  but  consult  the 
of  Europe,  and  of  our  own  nation, 
the  shore  and  figure  we  bore  in  the  M#1-9 
Europe,  with  respect,  and  in  jwqp*®® 
other  potentates  and  states  the  precedes r 
tury,  vastly  fallen  in  this  : what  n 
Sweden,  Ifeumark,  Swiuefkmd, $woj»  t 
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•I,  Tuscany  io  the  world  notv,  with  whom  we 
ere  more  titan  equal  formerly  ; but  above  all, 
e estates  of  Holland  have  improved  that 
*y  to  the  best  advantage,  and  to  their  own 
andeur,  power  and  glory. 

**  It  is  true,  my  lord,  if  we  consider  England 
id  Spain,  that  although  they  have  made  the 
catcst  advances  in  trade  and  plantations,  and 
ivc  had  kingdoms  and  provinces  both  in  Eu- 
•pe  and  America  made  subject  to  their  res  pec - 
re  monarclis,  yet  their  power  for  all  these 
1 vantages  seems  to  be  lessened  from  what  it 
as  formerly,  when  Spain  grasped  at  the  fifth 
anarchy,  and  England  at  the  conquest  of 
ranee;  and  to  speak  truth,  I can  see  no  rea- 
»u  why  it  should  be  so,  considering  that  money 
the  natural  product  of  the  dominions  of  the 
h»,  und  that  the  riches  of  the  other  by  trade, 
e so  greatly  increased,  save  that  neither  of 
tern  have  encouraged  their  fellow  subjects, 
if H these  necessary  immunities  and  privileges 
■ the  wise  Romans  used  to  do ; bur,  on  the 
intrary,  they  have  made  their  yoke  so  uneasy, 
tat  it  hath  pleased  God  to  single  out  these 
vo  nations  from  the  bulk  of  Europe  from  mnk- 
ig  any  advances  in  power  proportionable  to 
hat  they  have  done  in  trade;  and,  my  lord,  I 
iust  say,  this  appears  to  be  the  finger  of  God, 
tat  they  may  see  their  sins  in  their  punish- 
.ent. 

“ From  what  I have  said,  my  lord,  it  is  evi- 
*nt  that  this  nation  is  labouring  under  some 
indamental  error,  with  relation  to  its  constitu- 
on,  ever  since  the  union  of  the  two  crowns, 
isicb  our  predecessors  were  not  aware  of  at 
nBl,  and  their  successors  have  never  been  able 
» rectify  since,  because  our  more  prudent 
eighbours  and  fellow  subjects  have  always  1 
»ade  it  their  basinets  to  run  cross  to  us  in  that 
uint ; this  is  demonstrable  from  our  own  his- 
iry  and  acts  of  Parliament,  from  which  I shall, 

* succinctly  and  distinctly  as  I can,  shew  the 
sveral  oppottunities  our  predecessor*  bad  to 
xtify  tbeir  constitution,  as  also  the  ways  and 
leans  our  wise  and  prudent  neighbours  took 

• prevent  it. 

*'  The  prudent  foresight  of  Henry  7,  the 
MtltSS  endeavours  of  Henry  8,  and  Ed- 
ard  6,  to  bring  Scotland  under  the  same 
tooarch  with  England,  had  not  the  desired  and 
mg  looked  for  effect  until  the  dead)  of  queen 
•hzabeth. 

“ It  is  a matter  of  admiration,  that  during 
le  forty  years  reign  of  that  illustrious  queen, 
ur  predecessors,  so  far  as  I can  learn,  had 
ever  so  much  as  under  their  consideration, 
ow  necessary  it  was  to  have  their  constitution 
?ctified,  in  case  of  our  monarch’s  residence  in 
'.ngland  : sure  they  had  dear  bought  expe- 
ence  of  her  itch  of  government,  and  of  her 
ndue  intermeddling  in  the  affairs  of  Scotland, 
nd  that  by  supporting  sometimes  one  party, 
OfnetiUMM  another,  as  she  fouud  it  neccssnrv  ; 
nd  which  was  most  unaccountable  of  ail,  by 
ier  allowing  her  own  nearest  kinswoman, 
ueen  Mary  ; the  mother  of  our  king,  the  then 
pparent  heir  to  both  kingdoms,  to  be  arraigned, 
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| condemned  and  executed  as  a subject  of  Eng- 
land ; but  I am  apt  to  think  our  predecessors 
have  been  much  in  the  like  case  with  the 

I Israelites  wandering  in  the  wilderness,  who, 
though  they  suffered  much,  their  hearts  were 
still  itept  up  with  the  expectations  of  possess- 
ing a hmd  flowing  with  milk  and  honey  at  the 
last:  they  thought  to  have  been  sharers  with 
their  king  in  the  government  of  England,  hut 
they  couoted  without  their  host;  whatever  may 
be  in  this,  iny  lord,  the  plain  reason  of  all  this 
neglect  of  our  predecessors  came  from  the 
divisions  among  themselves,  which  was  indus- 
triously fomented  amongst  them,  by  the  Eng- 
lish agent* at  that  time  : it  was  that  which  lost 
us  that  golden  opportunity,  I prey  God,  it  do 
not  so  now. 

11  Upon  king  James's  accession  to  the  throne 
of  England,  our  predecessors,  though  they  were 
numerous,  and  did  possess  many  considerable 
offices  at  court,  yet  they  found  they  had  over- 
seen their  interest  and  the  interest  of  the  na- 
tion, by  not  making  such  conditions  of  govern- 
ment, and  rectifications  of  tbeir  constitution, 
as  might  have  preserved  the  sovereignty  and 
independence  ot  their  nation,  they  found  that 
the  powers  and  riches  of  England  far  exceeded 
that  of  Scotland,  thot  their  king's  residence 
in  England,  would  draw  there  a con- 
stant concourse  of  their  nobility,  and  conse- 
quently the  Scots  money  must  be  expended 
there;  thus  like  Scotsmen  wise  behind  hand, 
they  endeavoured  to  retrieve  it  the  best  way 
they  could,  and  to  engage  king  James  to  allow 
them  liberty  to  take  the  rectification  of  their 
constitution,  in  their  present  circumstances, 
under  consideration ; but  our  prudent  neigh- 
bours were  so  wise  as  to  foresee  the  conse- 
quences of  it,  which  they  were  resolved  to 
obviate,  there  fore  they  persuaded  the  king 
to  propose  an  Union  of  the  two  kingdoms, 
accordingly  a parliament  was  called  at  Perth  in 
the  1604  year  of  God,  and  that  the  design 
might  appear  more  solemn  and  real,  it  is  called 
for  that  very  end,  for  we  find  in  our  acts  of  par- 
liament, that  there  was  nothing  else  done  in 
that  parliament;  tliey  were  also  allowed  to 
name  tbeir  own  commissioners,  that  the  least 
shadow  of  jealousy  might  be  removed : the 
narrative  of  the  act  impowering  the  commis- 
sioners to  treat  about  the  Union  of  the  two 
kingdoms,  makes  dear  the  design  our  predeces- 
sors had  of  reserving  the  sovereignty  and  inde- 
pendency of  their  nation,  which  they  saw  wa» 
in  great  danger  by  the  absence  of  their  king; 
for  it  says,  ‘The  kin*  vouchsafes  to  assure  them 
of  his  sincere  disposition  and  clear  meaning,  no 
way  by  the  said  union  to  prejudge  or  hurt  the 
fundamental  laws,  ancient  privileges,  offices, 
and  liberties  of  the  kingdom,  which,  if  innovate, 
could  no  n>nre  be  a free  monarchy.’  What  tho, 
consequence  of  this  Union  was,  is  well  known, 
it  was  only  an  amusement,  and  ended  in  an 
unconsidcrabie  tariff  of  trade  betwixt  the  two 
uations,  and  small  as  it  was,  it  was  thought  too 
considerable  for  us  to  have,  and  therefore  the 
English  resiled. 

CQ 
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“ The  next  method  our  prudent  fellow  suit-  I 
ject®  take,  to  influence  our  government,  so  as 
we  might  not  be  able  for  the  future  to  rectify, 
our  constitution,  was  to  extend  the  preroga- 
tive; they  judged  well  enough,  that  if  our  king 
have  a large  prerogative,  that  his  residing 
among  them  would  make  them  masters  of  that, 
therefore  a parliament  is  called  in  the  J60G 
year  of  God,  and  the  very  first  act  is  anent  the 
kiug’s  royal  prerogative.  The  narrative,  which 
is  the  Ratio  Ixgis,  runs  thus,  ‘That  since  our 
king  is  now  king  of  the  renowned  kingdoms  of 
England,  Trance  and  Ireland,  whilks  verv  far 
surpassed!  the  wealth,  power  and  force  of  thc^ 
dominions  of  any  of  his  pi  iuio-geiutors,  king9 
of  Scotland,  for  discharge  whereof,  God  hath 
endued  his  majesty  with  sua  many  extraordi- 
nar  graces  and  muist  rair  and  excellent  ver- 
tues,  and  that  God  having  manifestly  expressed 
his  heavenly  will  to  be,  that  his  majesty's  im- 
perial power,  whilk  God  hath  sua  graciously 
enlarged,  shall  not  he  deminisiied,  but  rather 
reverenced  and  augmented  ; therefore  his  so- 
veroign  authority,  princely  power,  royal  prero- 
gative and  priviledge  of  his  crown,  is  largely  ex- 
tended over  all  estate*,  At c/  All  1 shall  ob- 
serve from  this,  my  lord,  is,  That  we  may  clearly 
see  fro  a whence  lias  came,  when  at  the  same 
time  there  was  no  such  extending  of  prerogative 
with  relation  to  England. 

“ The  second  net  of  the  same  parliament 
is  for  restoring  the  estate  of  bishops,  und  the 
reason  of  that  law  is,  because  ‘ They  are  sua 
far  necessar  fundaments  and  pillars  tor  main- 
taining the  uuthouty  of  princes,  Ate/  There* 
fore,  &c. 

“ Before  1 proceed  further,  my  lord,  I shall 
once  for  all  observe,  that  an  Union,  the  Prero- 
gative, and  stale  of  Bishups,  are  the  three 
Lundies  our  prudent  and  potent  neighbours 
have  made  use  of,  for  these  hundred  years  by 
post,  to  draw  to  them  the  sole  power  of  in- 
fluencing the  government  of  our  nation,  and  of 
preventing  ot  the  rectification  of  its  constitu- 
tion from  time  to  time,  and  so  1 go  on. 

“ In  1607,  1609,  and  1612  years  of  God 
we  had  parliaments  which  were  only  employed 
it*  advancing  the  Episcopal  government,  as  ap- 
pears by  the  acts  thereof,  in  favours  of  deans 
and  chapters,  tciuds  and  other  Ecclesiastical 
benefices, 

“ But  in  the  year  1617,  my  lord,  our  good 
old  king  must  be  persuaded  to  make  us  a visit, 
and  hold  u parliament  himself,  where  the  conge 
d' titre,  was  establish'd,  they  were  afraid  that 
tl.c  Scots  bishops  might  in  time  come  to  kick 
jigaiust  them,  and  smell  their  design  ; There- 
fore the  kin m must  have  a finger  in  that  pyc  too. 

14  But  the  main  design  of  that  journey,  was 
to  prepare  the  members  of  the  general  assem- 
bly to  n more  close  union  with  the  English  in 
their  Keligious  Worship  ; aqd  this  Was  done  so 
effectually,  that  in  the  1618th  year  of  Cod, the 
five  Articles  commonly  culled  the  l ive  Articles 
,of  Perth,  past  in  a general  assembly  kept  then1, 
-though  not  without  great  struggle;  and  this 
was  ratified  alto  wards  ui  the  parliament  21st, 


which  was  the  last  of  king  James’s  Par 'la- 
ments. 

“ My  lord,  king  James  dies  in  the 
year  of  God.  llis  son  king  Charles  1,  &» 
sooner  ascends  the  throne,  but  heisapplren  It 
l»y  Archhisliop  Laud,  who  tells  him,  flat  ti* 
endeavouring  to  bring  Scotland  into  an  car 
fortuity  with  England  in  their  method  of  re- 
ligious worship,  is  not  to  be  done  by  the  slo* 
tedious  way  of  Parliaments ; that  he  most  test 
larger  steps,  liis  prerogative  being  much  grc*te 
than  any  of  his  predecessors,  and  especia'Jy  n 
church  affairs.  Therefore  he  may  send  lies* 
down  a liturgy:  he  may  order  their  Mo: 
and  that  it  was  very  fir,  both  upon  a’  pnlricii 
as  well  os  religious  consideration,  to  teach  fit* 
rude  Scots  to  serv  e God  ia  a more  decent  ni  jj 
splendid  manner.  This,  my  lord,  was  mo 
easily  condescended  toby  that  religious  price? ; 
a hturgy  is  made  and  sent  down,  with  other  re- 
ligious habits:  what  the  consequences 
ii  too  w ell  known  to  be  repeated,  only  with  nil 
deference  to  that  learned  prelate  the  adnxr: 
It  is  evident  he  was  als  bad  a counsellor  :« 
the  father,  as  father  Peters  proved  afterward*;® 
the  son. 

“ I come  now,  my  lord,  to  the  year  IWfi 
which  affurded  us  nti  excellent  opportuii.lv  — 
rectifying  of  our  constitution,  and  it  eppe-* 
by  the  acts  of  that  time,  that  our  predecessor 
were  then  falling  to  it  in  good  earnest:  ttet 
had  hud  so  recent  an  instance  of  their  being  n- 
vaded  by  force,  when  other  means  failed.  Bf-t 
alas,  they  mistook  their  measures  ; for  A they 
had  at  that  time  roundly  and  soundly  rccnSei 
their  constitution,  and  gone  into  the  aswtyfiw 
of  their  lawful  king,  as  they  did  to  thatot  d* 
English  parliament,  we  might  at  this  timek** 
been  reaping  the  benefit  of  it  more  way*  this 
one  ; for,  in  common  reasoning  it  is  no 
to  aggrandize  a nation,  that  is  by  far  otf  su- 
perior, and  who  have  always  shewed  afl®> 
nation,  both  by  w riting  and  otherways,  togn^ 
at  our  sovereignty.  But  though  we  ictedoat 
foolishly,  yet  our  prudent  and  potent  rei-* 
hours  knew  very  well  how  to  play  their «*i*J 
and  seeing  at  that  time,  that  they  coaid  *■’ 
bring  us  up  to  their  religious  worship:  M 
matter  what  it  be,  providing  they  bores* 
iluence  in  our  affairs.  They  will  complement 
and  they  mil  follow  our  luuuner  of  •swV* 
and  lest  we  should  doubt  the  sincerity  of uk* 
intentions  by  so  sudden  a change,  ihtt,  f** 
people,  will  give  us  a most  solemn 
Covenant  for  our  further  security : thus  w**®? 
catclnd. 

•*  Aiy  lord,  1 lie  next  period  is  that  oi 
26/>Oth  year  of  God,  w hen  we  called hfnr.e  at 
iighieous  heir  king  CnarlesS;  ot  that 
also,  we  lost  on  excellent  opportunity  to  rrct**? 
our  constitution;  then  our  piudent  *df»‘rfe‘ 
ries  (for  at  that  time  we  were  in  w ar  w ith  the*) 
set  all  their  enginesat  work,  to  break  o*®1** 
ourselves,  and  so  to  hinder  us  to  um:e  asK^-1 
ourselves  and  with  our  young  king,  upon  a >*■* 
foundation  ; and  though  they  were  M*'1 
the  solemn  X^eague  suid  Covenant,  aud  •W 
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an  old  Almanack,  yet  at  the  very  same 
me  they  were  telling  us,  that  we  had  no  se- 
jrity  from  our  young  king,  unless  he  and  all 
bout  him  took  the  national  Covenant:  This 
»ey  knew  would  divide  us  effectually.  And  it 
really  very  strange  to  consider  how  easily  our 
redecessors  were  deluded,  and  thereby  lost 
>at  opportunity,  where  they  might  have  done 
> great  things  tor  their  king,  country  nnd  reit- 
on,  as  it  was  then  established  ; and  whicli  in 
II  probability  would  not  have  missed  of  a 
.vourable  event,  if  we  had  not  sit  in  our  own 
ght. 

“ What  was  the  consequence  of  all  this, 
iv  lord  ? This  our  neglect  makes  our  enemies 
iccessful,  our  endeavours  for  our  young  king 
rove  unsuccessful,  and  we  in  a manner  totally 
ibjected  to  them,  both  in  our  civil  and  reli- 
ious  concerns,  and  continued  so  till  the  1660th 
ear  of  God. 

“ In  the  1660tb  year  of  God,  king  Charles  is 
stored,  and  our  old  prudent  neighbours  saw 
le  scene  was  changed,  yet  they  were  very  un- 
rilling  to  let  go  their  hold  of  sovereignty  over 
s;  they  were  willing  to  keep  what  viis  fy 
wrfa  they  Had  got,  therefore  they  had  advised 
ur  gracious  king  to  continue  us  in  the  same 
ondition  we  were  then  in : That  is  to  say,  as 
province  depending  upon  England.  The 
in  reasonableness  of  this  proposal,  my  lord, 
say  show  how  much  people  are  blinded 
►ith  their  own  interest,  that  we,  who  had  been 
lie  first  who  saw  our  errors,  who  protested 
■gainst  the  king’s  trial,  sentence  and  execu- 
ion,  who  had  raised  an  army  for  his  liberation 
then  prisoner  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  who  had 
ecalled  and  crowned  his  son,  who  had  invaded 
England  under  his  conduct  for  restoring  him 
o his  father's  kingdoms,  and  fordoing  whereof, 
ve  had  brought  upon  us  and  our  nation,  all 
he  calamities  of  war,  bondage  nnd  servitude, 
orts  and  castles  built  to  keep  us  in  subjection, 
md  a standing  army  of  ten  thousand  men  kept 
t toot  upon  us:  a number  sufficient  to  have 
;ept  in  subjection  the  whole  island.  I say,  my 
ord,  that  after  all  this,  to  think  that  any  per- 
on  should  have  dared  to  make  such  a proposi- 
iou  to  a king  who  knew*  the  truth  of  this  so 
veil,  seems  to  me,  to  have  been  the  height  of 
mpudence,  to  say  no  worse.  And  yet,  my 
ord,  this  was  done  ; 1 have  very  good  vouchers 
or  it,  and  general  Monk  was  the  principal 
:ounsellor  thereof,  though  by  our  counsel  and 
distance  he  was  enabled  to  accomplish  that 
glorious  design  for  his  Majesty’s  restoration. 

11  But  blessed  be  God,  the  proposal  was 
both  abhorred  and  rejected  by  Our  gracious 
king : and  then  being  thus  disappointed,  they 
fall  to  their  old  trade  again,  bishops  must  be  re- 
stored, the  prerogative  must  be  extended,  and 
*e  must  not  want  the  amusement  of  an 
Union : but  above  all,  and  before  all,  the 
grievous  acts,  of  1641,  must  be  rescinded,  and 
that  with  a stigma,  ns  may  be  seen  by  the 
narrative  of  the  act  rescissory  : the  truth  is, 
they  were  too  opposite  to  their  de*igus  to  be 
^outiautd. 


u My  lord,  I must  observe,  That  from  1660 
to  1680,  there  was  nothing,  saving  the  Jus  JJin- 
num  of  kings,  non-resistance  and  passive  obe- 
dience, preached  up  by  the  clergy  of  both  king- 
doms. I conceive  that  the  memory  of  the  trou- 
bles might  afford  some  occasions  for  this  doc- 
trine; but  when  people  go  once  off  the  solid 
foundation  and  fundamental  constitution  of  a 
limited  monarchy,  be  it  upon  never  so  good 
grounds,  the  consequences  generally  prove  fatal, 
even  to  the  monarch  himself,  in  whose  favours 
such  things  are  pretended,  and  somethin  s really 
designed. 

“ It  fell  out  so  during  this  period  of  time,  our 
preachers  strained  their  eloquence  to  persuade 
the  people  to  that  which  is  so  far  contrary  to 
human  reason,  that  it  cannot  be  so  much  as 
the  subject  matter  of  faith,  viz.  That  kings 
come  down  from  heaven,  as  the  image  of 
Diana  came  down  to  the  temple  of  Ephesus  : 
It  is  true,  interest,  and  particular  views,  may 
make  people  appear  to  relish  and  believe  such 
a doctrine,  as  it  did  Demetrius  and  his  silver- 
smiths: this,  I must  say,  my  lord,  is  the  worst 
service  can  be  done  princes  : experience 
shows,  That  people  generally  deceive  their 
deceivers  as  to  that  point,  and  the  monarch 
must  suffer  for  all  at  long  run  ; for  when  these 
preachers  and  people  came  to  be  touched  them- 
selves, then  nothing  but  religion  and  all  is  in 
danger,  and  therefore  in  the  year  1689,  then 
then  the  prince  of  Orange  is  invited  over  by 
our  neighbours,  non-resisters ; he  comes,  and 
that  seasonably  too,  and  gives  a great  and 
glorious  deliverance ; thereupon  is  declared 
king  of  England,  France  and  Ireland,  and  pro- 
claimed accordingly. 

u My  lord,  at  that  time  our  wise  neighbours 
forgot  not  us,  they  did  not  indeed  well  know 
what  we  might  do,  they  knew  then  we  had  a 
new  opportunity  to  rectify  our  constitution, 
and  make  conditions  of  government,  they  knew 
we  had  reason  for  it,  and  were  afraid  of  it. 
Therefore  they  come  again  to  their  old  shift, 
nothing  is  so  necessary  as  an  Union,  whicli  is1 
now  easy,  and  they  will  not  stand  upon  terms 
with  us ; but  that  being  a work  of  tune,  it  is  as 
necessary,  that  the  noblemen  and  gentlemen 
at  that  time  present  at  London,  should  go 
down  and  settle  their  affairs  upon  that  same 
bottom  with  theirs,  lest  king  James  come  to 
Ireland,  and  from  thence  over  upon  them,  and 
much  to  this  purpose  ; w hat  do  we  do,  my  lord, 
we  swallow*  the  bait,  we  are  so  fond  of  our 
deliverer,  and  forward  to  imitate  our  neigh- 
bours, that  we  lost  in  a great  part  the  benefit 
of  the  deliverance.  King  James  is  forfeited 
because  of  his  following  the  advice  of  evil 
counsellors,  and  yet  after  their  way,  these  evil 
counsellors  must  not  only  be  preserved,  but 
iiuploved. 

“ It  is  true,  by  their  example  tve  make  a 
Claim  of  Right,  but  we  forget  the  most  necessary 
points,  and  remember  not  that  we  and  they 
are  under  different  circumstances,  we  without 
a king  residing  among  us,  they  having  both 
their  own  and  our  king  in  the  midst  ol  them : 
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Thus,  ray  lord,  we  lose  that  excellent  opportu- 
nity, I say  we  ourselves,  not  our  predecessors, 
for  we  are  living  witnesses  of  our  own  misma- 
nagement. 

44  Well,  what  followed,  we  write  to  our  new 
sovereign  that  the  Union  might  go  on,  and  we 
make  a nomination  of  commissioners  accord- 
ingly, but  the  ii&h  was  catched,  no  more  need 
ol  the  net.  X confess  some  years  after,  Pres- 
bytery was  restored  ; but  all  of  us  know,  that  if 
the  episcopal  people  had  been  al’s  ready  to 
swear  to  king  William,  as  now  they  are  to  queen 
Anne,  the  opposition  hud  been  much  greater 
than  it  was. 

“ During  the  first  years  of  king  William's 
reign,  I cannot  say  but  we  were  less  under  in- 
fluence than  formerly,  yet  we  wanted  not  stran- 
gers meddling  in  our  aifairs,  but  it  was  rather  a 
personal  than  a national  influence,  being  acted 
by  a person  altogether  ignoraut  of  the  state  of 
our  nation,  save  what  he  had  from  some  of  our 
•elves,  who  were  so  mean  as  to  bow  to  that 
golden  image;  1 must  confess  we  began 
to  flourish  a little  in  these  days,  and  finding  that 
wc  had  more  money  than  formerly,  had  hopes 
to  promote  a trade  like  our  neighbour  nation, 
but  no  sooner  hail  we  an  act  of  parliament  for 
our  encouragement,  hut  then  our  prudent  neigh- 
bours full  upon  us  with  a witness,  and  that 
above  board  too ; The  two  houses  of  parlia- 
ment acted  and  addressed  against  us,  their  resi- 
dents abroad  gave  in  memorials  against  us;  and 
we  must  be  represented  in  Aroericu  ns  pirates 
and  freebooters,  and  our  gracious  sovereign 
must  cry  peccavi  for  his  favours  towards  ns  ; 
This,  my  lord,  i«  well  known,  and  I having  bad 
the  honour  fully  to  discourse  on  this  subject  in 
this  same  place,  I shall  say  no  more  but  that 
king  William  dies. 

“ Our  most  gracious  queen  Anne  succeeds, 
conform  to  our  Claim  of  Right,  who  1 hope  will  do 
right  to  this  her  ancient  kingdom;  what  follows? 
She  is  proclaimed  queen  of  England,  Scotland, 
France,  and  Ireland,  whereby  they  prevent  the 
forward  zeal  of  our  privy  counsellors  then  acci- 
dentally at  London,  as  they  prevented  that  of 
the  Scots  parliament;  what  more?  An  Union 
is  trumped  up  again,  by  which  it  is  evident, 
that  they  have  some  new  design  upon  us,  which 
I Ikipe  we  shall  be  so  wise  to  prevent  by  our 
unanimity  in  this  session  of  parliament,  to  rectify 
what  is  amiss,  and  divert  the  fatal  consequences 
that  may  follow  thereafter. 

“ Thus,  my  lord,  I think  I have  given  this  ho- 
nourable house  a short  and  true  account  from 
our  own  histories  and  acts  of  parliament  of  the 
several  opportunities  we  have  lost,  when  it 
was  in  our  power  to  have  rectified  our  constitu- 
tion to  this  very  day,  which  naturally  brings  me 
to  the  subject  matter  of  this  Act  for  the  Secunty 
of  the  Kingdom,  cStc. 

. 4<  My  lord,  as  we  go  through  the  paragraphs 
of  this  Act,  I shall  speak  my  mind  freely  to  the 
particular  clauses  thereof;  all  that  I shall  say 
further  at  present  is,  that  we  have  before  our 
eyes  our  predecessors'  faults;  our  most  gracious 
queen  hath  before  her  eyes  the  infirmities  of 
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lier  royal  primogenitors;  she  knows  these  paepa 
to  be  no  good  subjects,  who  pretend  to 
lish  a separate  interest  betwixt  her  and  tor 
people ; she  knows  that  slie  is  queen  over  »« 
distinct  independent  kingdoms,  * bo  have  dx- 
tiuct  laws,  distinct  interests  and  consul 
And  we  know,  that  we  ate  perfectly  happi 
under  her  majesty’s  auspicious  gotenuntiit; 
We  are  secure  from  all  the  open  assault*  art 
secret  designs  of  our  adversaries,  dmg  bi 
reign ; we  want  nothing  to  make  our  bappdts 
complete,  save  her  royal  residence  araoei  s, 
which  we  have  no  reason  to  expect:  Wk 
shall  we  then  do,  iu  the  midst  of  our  prusptr.iv 
let  us  consider  how  soon  our  joy  may  be  turn* 
to  teats ; how  soon  tlie  dismal  account  tff 
come  that  we  have  lost  our  guardian,  the  pt* 
server  of  our  laws  and  liberties. 

“ My  lord,  I think  the  thoughts  of  tiui  daaii 
make  a deep  impression  upcu  u>,  and  nnXe  u 
to  take  time  by  the  forehead.  Ail  things 
to  concur  in  favour  of  our  design.  We  batei 
most  gracious  queen  who  loves  our  nation ;« 
have  a new  parliament,  a new  off-spnng  of  away 
noble  and  hopeful  young  peers  and  other  meor 
bers  of  this  new  parliament,  who  love  Kolb 
queen  aud  country,  and  wiU  venture  their  all  fc* 
her  service  ; we  have  begun  a new  ceatw? 
since  our  Union  with  England ; and  who  h«t*t 
whence  a blessing  may  come  ; What  sluil 
then  do?  Even  lay  aside  ail  divisions, oil  «*»■ 
mo«i ties  and  resentments,  whether  upon  o*i 
or  ecclesiastic  accounts,  and  let  us  jot®  top- 
tlier  like  true  Scots  men,  with  our  royal 
in  passing  this  excellent  law,  iu  such  an  impis 
manner  as  may  re-unite  us  together  tbr  ever, 
and  rectify  our  constitution  so,  as  none 
afterwards  He  able  to  prevail  against  us  ia  tie 
manner  they  have  done  formerly. 

“ I am  so  much  convinced  of  the  neetW 
of  doing  this  now,  and  not  to  delay  it  to  wit** 
time,  m y lord,  that  I may  truly  say  it  in  tbs  oat 
day,  we  do  not  consider  the  things  that  ** 
much  to  the  happiness  of  tins  our  nation 
posterity,  I am  afraid  such  another  day  D*>T 
be  hid  from  our  eyes ; Let  us  then  up  aod  M 
doing,  since  we  have  a queen  who  will 
from  us  nothing  tlrnt  is  for  our  advantage.’’ 

July  1.  The  Act  for  tlie  Security  of  fk 
kingdom  being  read,  a member  muvbi  for  i«- 
serting  in  it  such  preliminaries,  in  case  * 
successor  not  of  the  queen’s  own  body,  * 
should  sutficiently  secure  the  Scots  t»ow 
against  the  misfortunes  arisiug  from  the 
ence  of  foreign  counsels.  This  whs  secootW 
by  a great  many  members ; nnd,  after  bob* 
debate,  it  was  agreed,  that  the  act  sho*M  te 
considered  paragraph  by  paragraph.  Tw 
next  day  it  was  resolved,  that  the  esW* 
the  nation  should  meet  upon  the  20tb  day 
after  the  queen's  decease,  and  that  the  govern- 
ment should  be  lodged  in  their  hands  on 
day.  The  5th  of  July,  a clause  wai  added,  ex- 
cluding Papists  from  being  members  of  d* 
estates ; and,  on  the  6th,  another  cltu*  *** 
offered,  u That  no  Englishman  or  forecnff- 
having  a Scots  title,  and  not  having  an 
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1 ,0001.  sterling  yearly  rent  within  tins  kiog- 
mi,  shall  hare  place  and  vote  in  that  meeting 
estates.”  Against  this  clause  it  was  urged 
' the  marquis  of  Athol,  that  the  privilege  of 
erage  belonged  to  some  by  birtli,  and  to 
hets  by  immediate  creation.  That,  in  the 
st  of  these  cases,  the  private  birthright  of 
me  noblemen  might  be  injured  ; and,  m the 
her,  the  prerogative  seemed  to  be  impaired. 
> this  it  was  answered,  first,  that  this  clause 
is  no  incrouching  upon  the  property  and 
rthright  of  tbose  peers,  who  were  to  he  ex- 
ided  at  that  time,  seeing  the  exclusion  was 
r that  time  alone,  at  which  there  was  an  af- 
ir  to  be  negotiated,  which- was  purely  a Scots 
mcern,  vix.  the  ch using  a successor  fur  the 
ngdoin  of  Scotland.  Secondly,  That  pos- 
ssion  and  property  is  the  true  title  for  repre- 
ntation ; nod,  though  the  crown,  which  is 
e fountain  of  honour,  be  not  restrained  to 
spense  titles  according  to  that  rule,  yet,  in 
is  very  nice  case,  there  could  he  no  exception 
ade  against  excluding  those  from  voting,  who 
>t  only  had  no  possession  or  interest  in  Scot- 
nd  to  represent,  but  who  oil  the  contrary, 
id  possession  and  interest  elsewhere,  which 
ight  clash  with  the  interest  of  the  Scots  na- 
sn.  Tliirdly,That  in  the  affair,  which  was  to 
t the  subject-matter  of  the  consideiatinn  of 
at  meeting  of  the  estates,  the  nominating  a 
iccetsor,  the  English  were  already  pcedeter- 
ined  mid  pre-engaged  in  their  own  choice, 
lid  thoogh  it  should  prove  to  he  the  interest 
Scotland,  not  to  enter  into  the  same  nonu- 
nion with  England,  yet  those  predetermined 
Mrs,  who  had  estates  in  England,  would  ne- 
ir  risk  them,  to  give  a fair  vote  for  the  in- 
vest of  Scotland,  where  they  had  no  estate  to 
se;  and  therefore  the  clause  was  insisted  on 
i proper.  After  some  debate,  the  clause  was 
»t  to  the  vote,  and  carried  in  the  athrmative ; 
at,  before  voting,  the  marquis  of  Athol  pro- 
sted,  that  this  vote  might  not  prejudice  the 
ndoubted  right  of  all  Scots  Protestant  peers  ; 
o which  protest  several  other  peers  adhered, 
ben  the  innrquis  of  Annandale,  the  duke  of 
rgvle,  and  the  earl  of  Kincardine  also  pro- 
stud,  that  the  vote  might  not  be  prejudicial 
■ the  privileges  of  the  peers  of  Scotland,  whe- 
ivr  they  be  Scotsmen  or  English.  On  the 
Ih  nf  July,  it  was  moved,  That  such  limita- 
ons  as  should  be  thought  necessary  to  be  put 
pon  the  successor,  might  be  coDsidered ; and 
articularly  a clause  wns  offered,  that  the  king- 
sin  should  not  be  engaged  in  any  war,  but  by 
le  advice  mid  consent  of  the  parliament, 
his  clause  being  read,  a long  debate  ensued, 
herein  it  was  urged,  “ That  the  settling  the 
nutations  npon  the  successor,  was  more  pro- 
er  lo  be  done  by  that  parliament  or  meeting 
f the  estates,  which  should  name  the  succes- 
sr;  and  that  the  whole  Act  of  Security  might 
erhaps  be  lost,  if  it  should  be  cramped  by  such 
natations.”  Upon  which,  it  was  carried  by  a 
majority  of  twenty-six  voices,  ‘Not  to  proceed 
to  the  limitations  on  the  successor  in  this  act.' 
ltiwever,  it  was  afterwards  voted,  that  the  Act 
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touching  Peace  and  War  should  be  considered, 
next  after  the  Act  of  Security. 

July  9.  Upon  a debate  relating  to  the  re- 
gency, in  case  the  successor  to  he  named  were 
under  age,  it  was  resolved  to  refer  that  matter 
to  the  wisdom  of  the  meeting  of  the  estates. 
Five  days  after,  it  was  moved,  that  the  clause, 
iinpowenng  the  meeting  of  the  estates  to  de- 
clare a successor  to  the  crown  of  the  royal  line 
and  of  the  Protestant  religion,  might  receive 
the  addition  of  these  words,  ‘ of  the  true  Pro- 
‘ testant  religion,  as  by  law  established,  within 
‘ this  kingdom.’  Against  which  it  was  urged, 
That  the  coronation-oath  was  a sufficient  test 
to  engage  the  successor  (being  a Protestant)  to 
maintain  the  church,  as  by  law  established. 
To  this  it  was  answered,  “ That  since  the  wis- 
dom of  this  house  had  thought  fit  to  exclude 
Papists,  who  professed  the  doctrine  ofTran- 
substantiation,  from  having  any  access  to  a 
Scots  government ; so  he  saw  no  reason  why 
Lutherans,  who  profess  the  doettine  of  consub- 
stantiation,  ought  not  likewise  to  be  excluded  ; 
and  more  especially,  considering  that  by  this 
means  tbe  family  of  Hanover  would  be  ex- 
cluded, which  was  both  proper  and  necessary, 
considering  that  the  English  had  named  that 
family  for  their  successor.  For  he  saw  plainly, 
that  the  Scots  nation  must  resolve  to  be  in  con- 
nual  slavery,  if  they  should  go  into  the  same 
nomination  with  England,  unless  they  had  such 
conditions  of  government  settled  w it hiu  them- 
selves, as  might  secure  their  liberty  and  trade ; 
of  which  he  saw  no  great  appearance  at  this 
time,  since  it  wss  evident  from  several  strug- 
gles witbin  these  few  days,  that  the  ministry 
were  in  concert  with  the  ministry  of  England, 
to  continue  the  Scots  nation  under  tlie  same 
slavery  as  formerly ; and  therefore  he  did  se- 
cond that  clause,  and  would  second  any  other 
clause  whatsoever,  which  might  put  the  Scots  na- 
tion under  a distinct  government  from  that  of 
England,  seeing  they  could  not  obtain  such  rea- 
sonable terms,  as  might  make  them  easy  under 
one  and  the  same  successor."  Upon  this  occa- 
sion Mr.  Grant  informed  the  house,  that  he  had 
instructions  from  the  barons  of  the  shire  of 
Inverness,  whom  he  represented,  not  to  enter 
into  any  terms  of  succession,  the  same  with 
England,  unless  first  there  should  be  such  con- 
ditions of  government,  and  terms  of  union  of 
trade,  previously  concerted,  passed  and  rati- 
fied bv  the  parliaments  of  both  kingdoms,  as 
should  pat  the  Scots  nation  upon  an  equal  foot 
with  their  neighbours.  After  some  debate, 
the  questiun  was  stated,  either  to  ‘ add  the 
‘ words  offered  to  the  clause,’  or  to  ‘ rest  upon 
‘ the  security  by  tlie  coronation-oath  ;’  and  it 
was  carried  for  resting  on  the  coronation-oath. 

July  16.  A clause  was  offered  by  the  earl 
of  Roxburgh,  “ providing  the  successor  to  he 
named  by  tlie  meeting  of  the  estates,  he  not 
the  successor  to  the  crown  of  England,  unless 
in  this  session  of  parliament  there  be  such 
conditions  of  government  settled  and  enacted, 
as  may  secure  tbe  honour  and  independency  of 
tbe  crown  of  this  kingdom,  the  freedom,  fre- 


APPENDIX,  N°  I. — Parliament  of  Scotland. 


xliii]  • APPENDIX,  Ne  I 

queiicy,  and  power  of  parliaments,  and  tl»e  re- 
ligion, liberty,  and  trade  of  the  nation,  from 
the  English  or  foreign  influence.”  It  was  urged 
against  tiro  clause,  that  it  imported  limitations 
upon  the  successor,  which  had  been  by  a 
former  day’s  rote  excluded  out  of  this  act.  To 
which  it  was  answered,  That  by  this  clause, 
there  w as  no  limitation  designed  to  be  brought 
into  this  act,  but  that  the  clause  did  only  in 
general  secure  a capitulation  for  some  proper 
conditions  of  government  to  be  settled  in  the 
session  of  parliament,  4 in  case  (he  nation 
1 should  think  fit  to  name  the  same  successor 
4 with  England/  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
other  day’s  resolve  had  made  a capitulation 
for  the  Act  of  Peace  and  War  in  particular.  It 
was  again  objected,  That,  as  this  clause  was 
conceived,  the  making  of  the  conditions  of 
government  was  too  peremptorily  restrained 
to  this  session  of  parliament ; and  therefore  it 
was  moved,  that,  instead  of  * this  session  of 
4 parliament/  it  should  be,  4 in  this  or  any 
* other  session  of  parliament.'  To  this  it  was 
answered,  44  That  whilst  the  members  were 
designing  to  secure  a capitulation  for  settling 
such  conditions  of  government,  as  might  an- 
swer no  less  important  ends  than  the  honour 
and  safety  of  the  Scots  crown,  relieving  the 
nation  from  slavery,  and  thereby  to  extinguish 
the  jealousies,  which  must,  for  all  future  ages, 
make  both  nations  uneasy ; that,  when  they 
were  projecting  such  good  things  with  all  ima- 
ginable dispatch  iti  this  parliament,  they  were 
told  of  an  expedient  lor  a new  delay,  by  turn- 
ing them  off  to  some  future  parliament ; 
which,  upon  the  whole  matter,  aimed  at  no- 
thing less  than  an  intire  disappointment  of 
those  generous  designs.  And  therefore  it  was 
hoped,  th.it  the  wisdom  of  the  house  would 
enter  immediately  into  the  clause,  ns  at  first 
offered.”  The  question  being  put,  whether  4 to 
4 add  the  clause,  or  not/  some  members  threw 
in  a great  many  new  expedients,  which  oc- 
casioned several  warm  speeches  ; and  it  being 
late,  and  the  house  in  great  heat  and  confusion, 
several  members  pressed  for  a delay.  The 
chancellor  seconded  this  motion,  adding,  that 
this  debate  should  be  resumed  the  next  sit- 
ting, and,  by  the  commissioner's  order,  ad- 
journed the  parliament  for  four  days.  This 
adjournment  without  a vote,  in  the  midst  of  n 
debate,  wa»  immediately  protested  against  ns 
illegal,  and  an  address  to  the  queen  was  framed 
and  subscribed  by  above  seventy  members; 
but,  on  the  20th  of  July,  the  next  day  of  meet- 
ing, the  chancellor  declaring,  44  That  there 
was  no  maimer  of  design  by  that  adjournment 
t<>  inc roach  upon  the  privilege  of  the  parlia- 
ment a stop  was  put  to  the  address.  The 
next  day,  the  house  proceeded  on  the  earl  of 
Roxburgh's  clause ; hut,  after  reading  it,  there 
was  another  offered  by  the  queen's  advocate, 
4‘  providing,  that,  after  her  majesty’s  decease, 
without  heirs  of  her  body,  the  same  person 
shall  in  no  event  be  capable  to  be  king  or 
queen  of  both  kingdoms  of  England  and  Scot- 
land, unless  a bee  communication  of  trade, 
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the  freedom  of  navigation,  and  the  librrtv  *L 
the  plantations  be  fully  agreed  to,  and  esta- 
blished by  the  parliament  aud  kingdom  « 
England,  in  favour  of  the  kingdom  and  s*b> 
jectsof  Scotland,  at  the  sight  end  to  th?  sa- 
tisfaction of  this  or  any  ensuins  parliament  <•* 
Scotland,  or  the  said  meeting  of  estate?,* 
After  this  clause  was  read,  it  was  moved,  thst 
it  should  be  added  to  the  Act  of  Security,  in- 
stead of  the  clause  offered  by  the  earl  of  Rox- 
burgh ; and  this  motion  was  seconded  by  all 
the  ministry  and  their  dependents.  After  « 
long  debate,  some  urgiug,  to  have  the  danse 
offered  relating  to  the  conditions  of  goverr- 
ment  added  to  the  Act  of  Security ; otbm 
insisting,  to  have  the  clause  relating  to  com- 
munication of  trade  added  ; it  was  propose; 
that  both  the  clauses  should  be  joined,  x»tf 
aided  to  the  Act  of  Security,  which,  oo  the 
26ih  of  July,  was,  after  a lung  debate,  ca-- 
ried  by  a majority  of  seventy-two  voices:  fta 
tiie  marquis  of  Annandale,  lord  president,  ib* 
the  duke  of  Argyle,  protested  against  it,  ft 
which  several  others  adhered. 

Six  Speeches  hi/  Mr.  Fletcher  on  the  Act  • 
Security.]  August  2.  The  lord  high  ctttoa- 
sioner  signified  to  the  estates,  that  iu  rrsan  i 
great  many  of  the  commissioners  from  the  ten! 
burrows  were  to  meet  in  the  convention  of  Of 
burrows  this  week  nt  Glasgow,  be  thought 
to  adjourn  the  parliament  for  some  days  a: At 
was  accordingly  adjourned  till  the  Saturta 
after.  This  was  very  much  resented  by  ite 
country  party,  who  thought  it  more  reasons! 
tint  the  convention  of  burrows,  which  relutf 
only  to  their  own  trade,  should  have  been  ad- 
journed, than  the  parliament,  which  had  brie*' 
them  the  present  and  future  concerns  «f  d*1 
whole  nation,  and  those  too  of  as  great 
as  had  ever  been  laid  before  the  estates 
i lie  foundation  of  our  government.  On  tins  oc- 
casion there  were  several  sharp  speeches,  aK 
one  particularly  by  a very  great  man,  wfcvs* 
be  took  notice,  that  the  expeuce  and  charge* 
a high  commissioner  now,  was  far  greater  that 
that  of  our  kings  was  formerly  : but  osr  co&* 
tiers,  since  the  union  of  the  crowns,  being  <*** 
accustomed  to  command  than  to  reason,  c* 
adjournment  went  on,  upon  which  occasion, 
Mr.  Fletcher  made  the  following  speech: 

44  My  Lord  Chancellor;  It  is  often  sad  & 
this  house,  that  parliaments,  and  especially 
sessions  of  parliament,  are  a heavy  tax  and  bid- 
den to  this  nation  : I suppose  they  mem  a 
things  are  usually  managed : otherwise  1 dhem 
think  it  a great  reflection  on  the  wisdom  of  U* 
nation,  and  a maxim  very  pernicious  to  our?> 
vernment.  ilut  indeed  in  the  present  state* 
things,  they  are  a very  great  burdeo  to  os. 
parliament  seldom  meets  in  winter,  when  o* 
country  business  and  the  goodness  of  the  *-■ 
son  make  us  -live  in  town  with  regret.  U* 
parliaments  are  silting  both  in  seed  time 
harvest,  and  we  are  made  to  toil  the 
year.  We  meet  one  duy  in  three;  though!* 
reason  can  be  given  why  we  should  not 
every  day,  unless  such  a oue  as  1 am  tuwrifl*! 


) APPENDIX,  N°  I. — i 

mine,  lest  thereby  occasion  should  be  taken 
neution  it  elsewhere  to  the  reproach  of  the 
ion.  The  expend  of  our  commissioners  arc 

• hecome  greater  than  those'  of  onr  kings 
ncrly  were  ; mid  a great  part  of  this  money 
tid  out  upon  equipage,  and  other  things  of 
ign  manufacture,  to  the  great  damage  of 
kingdom.  We  meet  in  this  place  in  the 
moon,  after  a great  dinner,  which  I think  is 
u time  to  do  business ; and  arc  in  such  con- 
on  after  candles  are  lighted,  that  very  often 
debate  of  one  single  point  cannot  be  finish- 
but  must  be  put  oil  till  another  day.  Parka- 
its  are  forced  to  submit  to  the  conveniences 
lit  lords  of  the  session,  and  meetings  of  the 
jughs,  though  no  good  reason  cun  be  given, 

• either  n lord  of  the  session,  or  any  one  de- 
tail to  the  meetings  of  the  boroughs,  should 
1 member  of  this  house;  but  on  the  contra- 
•xpcriencc  hath  taught  uc  the  inconvenience 
oth.  W hen  members  of  parliament,  to  per- 
il the  duty  they  owe  to  their  country,  have 
the  most  important  affairs,  and  quitted  their 
ids  many  times  in  the  utmost  extremity,  to 
jrescut  at  this  place,  they  are  told  they  may 
rn  again;  as  we  were  the  other  day  Called 
•ilier  only  in  order  to  be  dismissed.  We 
s been-  for  several  days  adjourned  in  this 
5 of  harvest,  when  we  had  the  most  import- 

a (Fairs  under  deliberation  ; that  as  well 
e who  have  neither  place  nor  pension  might 
r weary  of  their  attendance,  as  those  whose 
stnte  of  health  makes  the  service  of  their 
atry  at  dangerous,  though  no  less  konoura- 
than  if  they  served  in  the  field.  Do  not 
e things  shew  us  the  necessity  of  those  limi- 
ms  I had  the  honour  to  offer  to  this  house? 
particularly  of  that  for  lodging  tlie  power  of 
lummeut*  in  the  parliament ; that  for  meet* 
of  parliament  to  he  in  winter;  that  for  im- 
eriog  the  president  to  give  the  roynl  assent; 
ascertaining  his  salary;  with  that  for  ex- 
ing  all  lords  of  the  session  from  being  mem- 
ol  parliament,  Could  one  imagine  that  in 
parliament,  in  which  we  have  hud  the  first 
irtunity  of  amending  our  constitution  by 
conditions  of  government*  occasion  should 
;iven,  by  reiterating  former  abuses,  to  con- 
e nil  inen  of  the  necessity  of  further  limita- 
> upon  a successor?  Or  is  not  this  rather  to 
Utributed  to  a peculiar  providence,  that 
e who  are  the  great  oppose .ts  of  limitations, 
ild  by  their  conduct  give  the  best  reason  for 
n ? but  I hope  no  member  of  this  house 
be  discouraged  either  by  delay  or  opposi- 
; because  the  liberties  of  a people  are  not 
c maintained  without  passing  through  great 
rul tics,  and  that  no  tod  and  labours  ought 
c declined  to  preserve  a nation  from  sla- 
ther Clauses  were  afterwards  offered,  and. 
withstanding  the  strong  opposition  from  the 
inters,  added  to  the  Act,  which,  on  the  13th 
itigust,  was  read,  and  appioved  Ly  a rnajo- 
of  59  voices. 

jme  time  after  the  house  had  agreed  to  this 
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Act,  Mr.  Fletcher  made  two  speeches  abuut 
giving  the  royal  assent  to  the  Act  of  Security, 
and  one  concerning  the  Queen’s  Negative,  as 
follows : 

“ My  Lord  Chancellor  ; I know  it  is  the  un- 
doubted prerogative  of  her  majesty,  that  no 
act  of  this  house  shall  have  the  force  of  a law 
without  her  royal  indent.  And  as  I am  confi- 
dent his  grace  the  high  commissioner  is  sufficient- 
ly instructed,  to  give  ihui  assent  to  every  act 
which  shall  he  laid  before  him;  so  more  par- 
ticularly the  Act  for  the  Security  of  the  King- 
dom, winch  lias  already  past  this  house;  an 
act  that  preserves  us  from  anarchy  ; an  act 
that  arms  a defenceless  people ; aii  act  that 
has  cost  the  representatives  of  this  kingdom 
much  time  and  labour  to  frame,  mid  the  nation 
a very  great  cxpence;  an  act  that  has  passed 
by  n great  majority  ; and  above  all,  an  act  that 
contains  a caution  of  the  highest  importance 
for  the  amendment  of  our  constitution.  I did 
not  presume  the  other  day,  immediately  after 
this  act  was  voted,  to  desire  the  royal  assent; 
I thought  it  a just  deference  to  the  high  com- 
missioner, not  to  mention  it  at  that  time. 
Neither  would  I now,  but  only  that  I may 
have  an  opportunity  to  represent  to  his  grace, 
that  as  lie  who  gives  readily  doubles  the  gift; 
so  his  grace  has  now  in  his  hands,  the  most 
glorious  and  honourable  occasion,  that  any 
person  of  this  nation  ever  had,  of  making  him- 
self acceptable,  and  his  memory  for  ever 
grateful  to  the  people  of  this  kingdom ; sioce 
the  honour  of  giving  the  royal  assent  to  a law, 
which  lays  n lasting  foundation  fur  their  liber- 
ties, lias  been  reserved  to  him.” 

" My  Lord  Chancellor;  On  the  day  that  the 
Act  for  the  Security  of  the  Kingdom  passed  iu 
this  house,  I did  not  presume  to  move  for  th« 
royal  assent.  The  next  day  of  our  meeting  l 
mentioned  it  with  all  imaginable  respect  und 
deference  for  his  grace  the  high  commissioner, 
and  clivers  honourable  persons  seconded  me. 
If  now,  alter  the  noble  lord  who  spoke  last,  I 
insist  upon  it,  I think  1 am  no  way  to  be 
blamed.  I shall  not  endeavour  to  shew  the 
necessity  of  this  act,  in  which  the  whole  secu- 
rity of  the  nation  now  lies,  having  spoken  to 
that  point  the  other  day : butshall  take  occasiotr 
to  say  something  concerning  the  delay  of  giv? 
ingthe  royal  assent  to  acts  passed  in  this  house; 
for  which  I never  could  near  n good  reason, 
except  that  a commissioner  was  not  sufficiently 
instructed.  But  that  cannot  be  the  true  rea- 
son at  this  time,  because  several  acts  hare  lain 
long  for  the  royal  assent:  in  particular,  that  to 
ratify  a former  act,  for  turning  the  convention 
into  u parliament,  and  fencing  the  Claim  of 
Bight,  which  no  man  doubts  his  grace  is  suf- 
ficiently instructed  to  pass.  We  must  there- 
fore look  elsewhere  for  the  reason  of  this  delay, 
and  ought  to  be  excused  in  doing  this;  since  so 
little  regard  is  had,  and  so  little  satisfaction 
giveu  to  the  representatives  of  this  nation,  w ho 
have  for  more  than  three  months  employed 
tktintclvcs  with  the  greatest  assiduity  in  thn 
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service  of  their  country,  and  yet  have  not  seen 
the  least  fruit  of  their  labours  crowned  with 
the  royal  assent.  Only  one  act  has  been 
touched,  for  recognizing  her  majesty’s  jost 
right,  which  is  a thing  of  course.  This  gives 
but  too  good  reason  to  those  tvho  speak  freely, 
to  say  that  the  royal  assent  » industriously 
suspended,  in  order  to  oblige  some  men  to  vote, 
as  shall  be  most  expedient  to  a certain  interest ; 
and  that  this  session  of  parliament  is  continued 
so  long,  chiefly  to  make  men  uneasy,  who  have 
neither  places  nor  pensions  to  bear  their 
charges ; that  by  this  means  acts  for  money, 
importation  of  French  wine,  and  tire  like,  may 
pass  in  a thtn  house,  which  will  not  fail  imme- 
diately to  receive  the  royal  assent,  whilst  the 
acts  that  concern  the  welfare,  and  perhaps  the 
very  being  of  the  nation,  remain  untouched.* 

44  My  Lord  Chancellor;  Being  under  some 
apprehensions  that  her  majesty  may  receive  ill 
advice  in  this  affair,  from  ministers  who  fre- 
quently mistake  former  bud  practices  for  good 
precedents,  I desire  that  the  third  act  of  the 
first  session  of  the  first  parliament  of  king 
Charles  2.  may  be  read. 

4 Act  3,  Sess.  1,  Pari.  1,  Car.  2. 

4 ACT  asserting  his  Majesty’s  Royal  Preroga- 
* tive,  in  calling  and  dissolving  of  I’aklia- 
4 men  is,  and  making  of  Laws. 

4 The  estates  of  parliament  now  convened 

• by  his  majesty’s  special  authority,  considering 
4 that  the  quiemess,  stability  and  happiness  of 
4 the  people,  do  depend  upon  the  safety  of  the 
4 king’s  majesty’s  sacred  person,  and  the  main- 

• tenance  of  his  sovereign  authority,  princely 
4 power,  and  prerogative  roval ; and  conceiv- 
4 ing  themselves  ohliged  in  conscience,  and  in 
4 discharge  of  their  duties  to  Almighty  God,  to 
4 the  king’s  majesty,  and  to  their  native  coun- 
4 try,  to  make  a due  acknowledgment  thereof 
4 at  this  time,  do  tlierefore  unanimously  de- 
4 clare,  that  they  will  with  their  lives  and  for- 
4 tunes  maintain  and  defend  the  same.  And 
4 they  do  hereby  acknowledge,  that  the  power 
4 of  calling,  holding,  proroguing,  and  dissolving 
4 of  parliaments,  and  all  conventions  and  meet- 
4 ings  of  the  estates,  does  solely  reside  in  the 
4 king’s  majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors.  And 
4 that  as  no  parliament  can  be  lawfully  kept, 

4 without  the  special  warrant  and  presence  of 

• the  king’s  majesty,  or  his  commissioner  ; so 
4 no  acts,  sentences  or  statutes,  to  be  passed  in 
4 parliament,  can  be  binding  upon  the  people, 

4 or  have  the  authority  and  lorce  of  laws,  with- 
4 out  the  special  authority  and  approbation  of 
4 the  king’s  majesty,  or  his  commissioner  inter- 
4 poned  thereto,  at  the  making  thereof.  And 
4 therefore  the  king’s  majesty,  with  advice  and 
4 consent  of  his  estates  of  parliament,  doth 
4 hereby  rescind  and  annul  all  law's,  acts, 

4 statutes  or  practices  that  have  been,  or  upon 
4 any  pretext  whatsoever  may  be,  or  seem 
4 contrary  to,  or  inconsistent  with,  his  Majesty’s 
4 just  power  and  prerogative  above-mentioned; 


4 and  declares  the  same  to  hare  lew  tat*  ■ 

4 and  to  be  void  and  null  m all  time  caeca; 

4 And  to  the  end  that  this  art  ami  »ck»' 

* lodgment,  which  the  estates  of  pariaius 
4 from  the  seme  of  their  humble  dwjr  mg  er 
4 tarn  knowledge,  have  hereby  made,  najrr 
4 ceive  the  more  exact  obedience  iu  time  «c- 
4 ing  ; it  i6  by  his  majesty,  with  advire  dot 
4 said,  statute  aud  ordained,  that  thepuacts. 

4 observance  thereof  be  specially  regatta 
4 all  iris  majesty’s  subjects,  and  that  amc  r 
4 them,  upon  any  pretext  whatsoever,  otfer  i 
4 call  in  question,  impugn,  or  do  a&ytaot»| 
4 the  contrary  hereof,  under  pain  of  trrfcoa 

44  My  Lord  Chancellor;  The que$tMbc:>| 
cerning  the  kings  prerogative  and  thepe?* 
privileges  are  nice  and  difficult  Mt. 
Colvin,  who  was  one  of  llie  wisest  mrc  tt- 
nation  ever  had,  used  to  say  concernint Gsr- 
sive  arms,  that  he  wished  all  princes 
them  lawful,  and  the  people  unlawful 
indeed  1 heartily  wish,  that  something  Kketf* 
moderate  sentiments  might  always  detme- 
nil  matters  in  question  between  both.  Bi  w 
constitution  of  thi6  kingdom,  no  act  oc  i< 
estates  lind  the  force  of  a law,  unless  twin* 
by  the  king’s  sceptre,  winch  was  bis  accvi  ii 
prerogative.  The  touch  of  his  sceptre  m 
thorny  to  our  laws,  as  his  stamp  <bd acorns 
to  our  coin  : but  be  had  no  right  to  retie** 
withhold  either.  It  is  pretended  by  souk  s- 
that  in  virtue  of  this  act,  the  king  may  rrrsr 
the  royal  assent  to  nets  passed  by  the  e.*ab 
of  the  kingdom.  But  it  ought  to  be  considc  d 
that  this  law  is  only  an  acknowledgmet:  d 
declaration  of  the  king’s  prerogative,  ana  c* 
sequently  gives  nothing  new  to  the  pnoc*  T* 
act  acknowledges  tliis  to  be  tbe  preroeatm 
the  king,  that  whatever  is  passed  in  this  boa* 
cannot  have  the  force  of  a law  without  u 
royal  assent,  and  makes  it  high  trrasw  * 
question  this  prerogative  ; because  the  pedi- 
ment, during  the  civil  war,  had  usurped  4 
power  of  imposing  their  own  votes  up»* » 
people  for  law,  though  neither  tbe  k*g,  w 
any  jierson  coramissionated  by  him  were  pj 
sent : and  this  new  law  was  wholly  and  soty 
directed  to  abolish  nnd  rescind  that  usurps* 
as  appears  by  the  tenor  and  express  worm 
the  act ; which  does  neither  acknowledge t3f 
declare,  that  the  pnucehas  a power  torrio*c< 
royal  assent  to  any  act  presented  by  the  rtf* 
liament.  If  any  one  should  say,  that  the  law- 
givers designed  no  less,  nnd  that  the  princp 
contrivers  and  promoters  of  the  act  ftaqp**? 
boasted  they  had  obtained  tbe  nrgaure.  s 
they  call  it,  for  the  crown  ; I desire  to  f1*1 
how  they  will  make  that  appear,  since oowo*1 
are  to  be  found  in  the  act,  that  shew  soy  '*• 
design  : especially  if  we  consider,  that  tha  b# 
was  made  by  a parliament  that  spoke  the 
plainly,  least  equivocally,  and  most  fall/  *■ 
others  concerning  the  prerogative.  Aw  r 
those  who  promoted  the  passing  of  this  a* 
were  under  so  strong  a delusion,  to  think  tw* 
had  obtained  a new  and  great  prerugatn*  - 
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ie  crown  by  a declaratory  law,  in  which  there  our  liberty  at  home,  than  to  defend  us  from 
riot  one  word  to  that  purpose,  it  was  the  enemies  abroad.  Oilier  nations,  if  they  think 
.ind  of  Lenvcn  that  defeated  their  de>ign  of  they  can  trust  standing  forces,  may  by  their 
estroying  the  liberty  of  their  country.  I know  means  defend  themselves  against  foreign  ene- 
3 r princes  have  refused  their  assent  to  some  mies.  I3ut  we,  who  have  not  wealth  sufficient 


:ts  amce  the  making  of  this  law  . but  a prac- 
ce  introduced  in  arbitrary  times  can  deserve 
j consideration.  For  my  own  part,  I am  far 
om  pushing  things  to  extremity  ou  either 
»nd  : I heartily  enter  into  the  sentiments  of 
ie  wise  man  I mentioned  before,  and  think 
le  people  ot  this  nation  might  have  been  happy 
mistaking  the  meaning  of  this  law,  if  such 
ien  as  have  had  the  greatest  credit  with  our 
‘inces,  would  have  Jet  them  into  the  true 
nse  of  it.  And  therefore  those  who  have  the 
mour  to  advise  her  majesty,  should  beware  of 
ducing  her  to  a refusal  of  the  roval  assent  to 
ie  Act  for  the  Security  of  the  Kingdom,  be- 
mse  tire  unwarrantable  custom  of  rejecting 
:ts,  was  introduced  in  arbitrary  times.’' 

The  following  Speech  was  spoke  by  Mr. 
letcher,  on  the  Clause  of  the  Act  of  Security 
■r  Arming  the  Protestant  Subjects. 

u My  Lord  Chancellor ; J hope  I Heed  not 
i form  this  honourable  house,  that  all  acts 
hicii'can  be  proposed  for  the  security  of  this 
ingdom,  are  vain  and  empty  propositions,  un- 
ss  they  are  supported  by  arras;  and  that  to 
i\y  upon  any  law  without  such  a security,  is  to 
•ati  upon  a shadow.  We  had  better  never  pass 
lis  act : for  then  we  shall  not  imagine  we  have 
one  any  thing  for  our  security ; and  if  we  think 
e can  do  any  thing  effectual  without  that  provi- 
on,  we  deceive  ourselves,  and  are  in  a most 
angeroos  condition.  Such  an  act  cannot  be 
lid  to  be  an  act  for  the  security  of  any  thins, 
i which  the  most  necessary  clause  is  wanting, 
ad  without  which,  all  the  rest  is  of  no  force  : 
either  can  any  kingdom  be  really  secured  but 
y arming  the  people.  Let  no  man  pretend 
lat  wc  have  standing  forces  to  support  this 
iw;  and  that  if  their  numbers  be  not  sufficient, 
e may  raise  more.  It  is  very  well  known  this 
ation  cannot  maintain  so  many  standing 
irees  as  would  be  necessary  for  our  defence, 
>ough  we  could  entirely  rely  upon  their  fide- 
iy.  The  possession  of  arms  is  die  distinction 
f a freeman  from  a slave.  Tie  who  has  no- 
sing, and  belongs  to  another,  must  be  defended 
y him,  and  needs  no  arms  : but  he  who  thinks 
e i%  bis  own  master,  and  has  any  tiling  be  may 
all  his  own,  ought  to  have  arms  to  defend  him- 
elf  and  what  he  possesses,  or  else  he  lives  pre- 
ariously  and  at  discretion.  And  though  for  a 
vbile  those  who  have  the  sword  in  their  power, 
bstain  from  doing  him  injuries  ; y :t  by  degrees 
* will  be  awed  into  a submission  to  every  arbi- 
rary  command.  Our  ancestors  by  being  always 
irmed,  and  frequently  in  action,  defended  them- 
elves  against  the  Romans, Danes,  and  English, 
tad  maintained  their  liberty  against  the  en- 
croachments of  their  own  princes.  If  we  arc  not 
deb  enough  to  pay  a sufficient  number  of  stund- 
mgforces,  we  have  at  least  tins  advantage,  that 
firm*  in  our  own  hands  serve  no  less  to  maintain 
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to  pay  such  force*,  should  not,  of  all  nations 
under  heaven,  be  unarmed.  For  us  then  to  con- 
tinue without  arms,  is  to  be  directly  in  the  condi- 
tion of  slaves:  to  be  found  unarmed  in  the  event 
of  her  majesty’s  death,  would  be  to  have  no 
manner  ot  security  for  our  liberty,  property,  or 
the  nidi  pendency  of  this  kingdom,  iiv  being 
unarmed,  we  every  day  run  the  risk  of  cur 
all,  since  we  know  not  how  soon  that  event  may 
overtake  us:  to  continue  still  unarmed,  when 
by  this  very  act  now  under  deliberation,  we 
have  put  a case,  which  happening  may  separate 
us  from  England,  would  he  the  grossest  of  all 
follies-  And  if  we  do  not  provide  for  arming 
the  kingdom  in  such  an  exigency,  wc  shull  be- 
come a jest  and  a proverb  to  the  world.* 

The  following  Speech  was  spoke  by  Mr. 
Fletcher  on  the  Clause  of  the  Act  of  Security, 
for  making  all  Military  Comtimsions above  that 
of  a Captain  void,  upon  her  Majesty’s  death. 

“ My  Lord  Chancellor  ; If  in  the  Said  event 
of  her  majesty’s  decease  without  heirs  of  her 
body,  any  considerable  military  force  should  be 
in  the  hands  of  one  or  more  men,  w ho  might 
have  an  .understanding  together,  we  are  not 
very  sure  what  use  they  would  make  of  them  in 
so  nice  and  critical  a conjunctuie.  We  know 
that  as  the  most  just  and  honourable  enter- 
prizes,  when  they  fail,  are  accounted  in  the 
number  of  rebellions  ; so  all  attempts,  however 
unjust,  if  they  succeed,  always  purge  them- 
selves of  all  guilt  and  imputation.  If  a man 
presume  he  shall  have  success,  and  obtain  the 
utmost  of  his  hopes,  he  will  not  too  nicely  exa- 
mine the  point  of  right,  nor  balance  too  scrupu- 
lously the  injury  he  does  to  his  country.  I 
would  not  have  any  man  take  this  for  a reflec- 
tion upon  those  honourable  persons,  who  have 
at  present  the  command  of  our  troops.  For 
besides  that,  we  are  not  certain,  who  shall  be 
in  those  commands  at  the  time  of  such  an 
event,  wc  are  to  know  that  nil  men  are  frail, 
and  the  wicked  and  mean-spirited  world  lias 
paid  too  much  honour  to  many,  who  have  sub- 
verted the  liberties  of  their  country.  We  see  a 
great  disposition  at  this  time  iu  some  men,  not 
I to  consent  to  any  limitations  on  n successor, 
though  we  should  name  the  same  with  England- 
And  therefore  since  this  is  probably  the  last 
opportunity  we  shall  ever  have,  ol  freeing  our- 
selves from  our  drpeudtnce  cn  the  English 
court,  we  ought  to  manage  it  with  the  utmost 
jealousy  and  diffidence  of  such  men.  For 
though  we  have  ordered  the  nation  to  be  armed 
and  exercised,  which  will  he  a sufficient  de- 
fence when  done ; yet  we  know  not  but  the 
event,  which  God  avert,  may  happen  before 
this  can  be  effected.  And  we  may  easily  ima- 
gine, what  a few  bold  men  at  the  head  of  a 
small  number  of  regular  troops  might  do,  when 
all  things  ate  in  confusion  nud  suspence.  So 
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Chat  we  ought  to  make  effectual  provision  with 
the  utmost  circumspection,  that  nil  such  forces 
may  be  subservient  to  the  government,  and  in- 
terest of  this  nation,  and  not  to  the  private 
ambition  of  their  commanders.  I therefore 
move,  that  immediately  upon  the  decease  of 
her  majesty,  all  military  commissions  above 
that  of  a captain  be  null  and  void/* 

When  the  parliament  found  the  com- 
missioner would  not  give  on  answer  to  their 
instances  for  passing  the  Security-act,  it 
w as  moved,  on  the  2Mb  of  August,  that  the 
house  should  go  upon  the  consideration  ot 
tome  overtures  for  securing  the  liberties  of  the 
nation,  conformable  to  the  tenour  of  the 
grand  resolve,  entered  into  the  28th  of  May. 
Against  which  it  was  urged,  that,  according  to 
the  terms  of  that  resolve,  the  liouse  hud  already 
made  considerable  progress  in  the  matter  of 
religion  and  liberty ; and  that  trade  was  next 
in  order.  Upon  which  several  acts  for  trade 
were  offered  and  read,  particularly,  an  Act  al- 
lowing the  Importation  of  all  sorts  of  Wines 
and  other  foreign  Liquors.  As  this  overture 
was  opposed  by  several  members  as  prejudicial 
to  the  trade  of  the  nation,  it  was  alhdged  by 
one  of  th'e  ministry,  that  it  was  very  well 
known,  that  the  customs  on  wines  was  the 
chief  fund  for  the  civil  list ; and  unless  the 
importation  of  French  wines  were  restored,  the 
government  could  not  be  supported,  consider- 
ing, that  the  funds  were  now  very  fhr  deficient. 
This  was  seconded  by  another  minister,  repre- 
senting the  great  benefit  w hich  would  arise  to 
the  kingdom  in  general,  and  to  the  towns  in 
particular,  by  the  French  trade ; and  conclud- 
ing, 44  That  unless  that  act  was  passed,  the 
subjects  might  plow  up  their  towns,  and  burn 
their  ships.”  To  this  a member  answered, 
44  That,  since  he  heard  such  harsh  expressions 
as  these  come  from  about  the  throne,  for  no 
other  reason,  but  to  amuse  and  mislead  the 
boroughs  with  pretended  advantages  of  trade, 
the  members  must  take  the  liberty  to  tell  their 
mind  the  more  freely.  That  he  did  openly 
aver,  that  it  was  plain  to  all  this  house,  that 
the  nation  was  ruined  in  all  its  concerns  both 
of  liberty  and  trade,  by  the  most  treacherous 
artifices  of  those,  who  were  in  the  ministry.” 
Upon  this,  some  about  the  throne  said,  that 
these  expressions  ought  4 to  be  taken  notice 
* of/  To  which  the  same  member  answered, 
“ That  he  heard  it  murmured  about  the  throne, 
that  his  expressions  ought  to  be  takeu  notice 
of;  hut  he  defied  any  body  to  take  notice  of 
them,  for  they  all  knew  too  well,  that  what  he 
had  spoken  was  a certain  truth.”  It  was  again 
urged  in  behalf  of  the  act,  * That  upon  further 
inquiry  it  would  be  found,  that  the  trade  with 
France  was  a trade  beneficial  to  the  nation, 
because  the  French  took  Scots  good*  in  return 
for  their  wines.”  So  that,  after  a long  and 
angry  debate,  the  act  was  ordered  to  be  marked 
a first  reading. 

Sept.  6.  The  earl  of  Marchmont  desired 
leave  of  the  house  to  withdraw  an  4 Act,  con- 
taining some  Limitations  upon  the  Successor/ 
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which  had  been  lately  presented  by  him,  bet 
had  nut  yet  been  read.  His  desire  bur-{ 
granted,  as  soon  as  his  lordship  had  witbon*ti 
that  act,  he  begged  leave  to  present  another  z. 
its  room,  which  he  desired  might  be  read. 
This  was  an  act  to  4 settle  the  succession  « 

4 the  house  of  Hanover  ;*  and,  as  his  fordsfc :p 
had  not  signified  w hat  the  import  of  it  was,  w 
body  opposed  his  motion  for  the  reading  of  it; 
but  when  the  clerk  came  to  that  paragraph 
where  it  substitutes  the  princes  Sophia,  Arc. 
no  sooner  were  those  words  out  of  hisaoK', 
but  the  whole  house  was  in  a flame.  San 
moved  to  have  the  overture  burnt ; and  other* 
to  have  the  earl,  who  offered  it,  called  toil* 
bar,  and  others  to  have  him  sent  to  the  css*. 
After  the  house  had  shewed  a general 
faction  against  the  thing,  at  length  the  rbo- 
cellor  procured  silence,  and  the  clerk  was  or- 
dered to  read  it  through;  and  the  earl  d 
Marchmont  desired  it  might  be  marked  i fa* 
reading,  and  was  seconded  by  theming 
Lothian  and  another  member.  But  they  «ta 
so  warmly  opposed,  that  there  was  not  **# 
demanded ; and  the  earl  of  Marchmont  p 
posed  only,  that  the  overture  might  be  ourifi 
in  the  minutes,  expressing  the  import  of  f 
urging,  44  That  the  minutes  ought  alwxn  ® 
record  the  matter  of  fact  as  passed  in  pa-1, 
ment.”  This  was  warmly  opposed  by  * 
her,  who  said,  u That  though  it  is  both 
tomary  and  proper,  that  every  thing,  s 
moved  in  the  house,  be  marked  in  the  miaow 
yet  the  act  now  offered  by  the  earl  of  Mifd- 
mont  ought  to  be  distingui*.hed  by  some 
ticular  mark  of  indignation  from  this  lx** 
seeing  the  generality  of  the  members  hadw^ 
ciently  shewn  their  sentiments,  in  relation  * 
the  nomination  of  a successor,  ar.d  bad  b 
frequently  in  this  session  declared  it  to  be  ! 
opinion,  that  the  nation  was  at  present  m * 
very  improper  state  for  nominating  a saccos^ 
the  same  with  England  : And  therefore  d* 

best  he  could  say,  in  behalf  of  this  taos*  & 
reasonable  overture,  w as  to  more,  that  it 
be  bnried  in  oblivion,  and  not  marked  ra  d* 
minutes.”  Another  member  said, 
heard  an  act  offered,  which  seemed  to  cor*21 
some  things  inconsistent  with  tbe  Actot 
rity,  which  had  lately  passed  the  vote  ct 
house  ; and  it  was  not  unlikely,  that  tbej** 
lousy,  which  the  members  had  contracted,-/ 
this  act  of  settlement  was  not  to  recta* 14 
royal  assent,  prompted  them  to  find  out  *** 
acts  to  supply  it.  That  he  very  plain'/  fa* 
saw,  that  this  would  promote  the  je*"2 
which  this  nation  had  already  contract, 
against  their  neighbours;  and  therefe"  J* 
moved,  that  the  lord  chancellor  might,  ^ 
mouth  of  the  house,  address  her  msjetf)5/' 
presentative  to  give  the  royal  assent  to  ^ 
act.”  This  motion  was  seconded  by  * P** 
many  members;  and,  the  earl  of  Marc*** 
still  insisting  to  have  his  act  marked  iofbe 
nutes,  as  n privilege  naturaHy  due  to  ill  ^ 
tores,  the  question  was  stated,  Wbetltff 
mark  the  overture  in  the  minutes,  or 
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>d  it  was  carried  in  the  negative  by  fifty- 
veil  votes. 

Sept.  9.  It  was  represented  by  a member, 
That  this  parliament  had  novy  sate  very 
lg,  and,  after  a vast  ex  pence  of  money,  time, 
d pains,  had  at  length  passed  an  act  for  the 
curity  of  the  nation  ; and  as  it  would  be 
me  rccompence  to  the  members  to  see  that 
t receive  the  royal  assent,  so  it  would,  uo 
ubc,  be  very  satisfactory  to  the  nation, 
ad  therefore  he  begged,  that  her  majesty’s 
minissiouer  would  give  the  royal  assent  to 
B act/'  This  was  seconded  by  a great  many 
:mbers  ; and  at  length,  a motion  was  made, 
at  the  house  should  * address  her  majesty  <o 
;ive  the  royal  assent.’  Against  this  it  was 
ged.  That  the  parliament  nad  already  done 
eir  part,  by  voting  the  act,  and  what  re- 
amed to  be  done,  was  the  queen's  part ; and 
at  there  was  no  need  for  addressiug,  seeing 
was  notified  to  the  queen,  that  the  parlia- 
ent  had  voted  the  act.  To  this  it  was  an- 
cred,  “ That,  no  doubt,  it  was  made  known 
her  majesty  by  her  ministry,  that  this  act 
id  passed  the  vote  of  the  house : But  that 
ery  body  knew  very  well,  that  courtiers 
:ver  fail  to  represent  the  black  side  of  things; 
id  therefore  he  concurred  in  that  motion  of 
conding  the  former  vote  of  the  houtc,  by  a 
iiiful  address  to  her  majesty.”  After  some 
rther  debate,  and  several  warm  speeches,  it 
as  represented  by  the  marquis  of  Tweed  ale, 
tat  it  was  somewhat  too  hasty  to  address  her 
ajesty  for  her  assent,  until  the  house  knew 
om  the  commissioner,  whether  he  was  already 
structed  for  that  purpose ; and  therefore  he 
?gg ed,  that  the  commissioner  would  declare 
:s  intentions.  A great  many  members  sc-' 
>nded  this  motion,  and  pressed,  that  the  com- 
issioner  would  give  the  house  so  much  satis- 
ction,  as  to  let  them  know,  whether  or  no  he 
as  instructed  to  pass  this  act.  But  his  grace 
id  not  think  fit  to  give  any  answer  in  the 
latter.  Thereupon  another  member,  Mr. 
letcherof  Salton,  said,  “ That  he  had  seldom 
fen  any  benefit  from  addresses,  and  for  that 
fason  he  was  very  little  concerned,  whether 
iis  house  did  at  present  address  her  majesty, 
r not.  Tluit  he  thought,  that  the  acts,  which 
le  house  had  voted,  were  but  very  slender 
;nces  for  the  security  of  the  nation : That  the 
ation’s  case  was  desperate,  and  the  provisions 
just  be  suitable.  That  lie  found  some  peo- 
ple were  too  forward  in  promoting  the  succes- 
ion  of  the  house  of  Hanover,  and  others  that 
f the  prince  of  Wales;  and  that  they  were 
»oth  contented  to  sacrifice  their  own  and 
heir  nation's  liberty,  rather  than  not  accom- 
ilisb  their  designs.  That  he  did  consider  it 
is  a very  melancholy  prospect  for  this  nation, 
hat  they  were  not  to  expect  either  of  those 
wo  successors,  but  at  the  rate  of  being  sluves, 
lot  to  their  princes,  but  to  their  neighbours  ; 
or  supposing,  that,  upon  the  one  hand  this 
nation  should  submit  either  willingly,  or  by 
‘Ornmission,  to  the  successor  of  England,  with- 
out such  conditions  of  government  within 
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themselves,  as  should  secure  them  against  tlm 
sole  influence  of  the  English  ministry  upon 
their  joint  prinee,  in  that  case  they  were  no 
better  than  slaves:  Or,  if  on  the  oilier  hand, 
the  Scots  should  force  their  successor  upon 
the  English,  without  securing  to  themselves 
the  conditions  before-mentioned,  they  must 
still  resolve  to  be  under  the  same  dependance, 
when  conquerors,  as  when  conquered.  And 
therefore,  that  it  was  absolutely  necessary  for 
them  to  settle  such  conditions  of  government, 
as  might  place  them  in  a reasonable  state  of 
freedom  and  security,  whosoever  might  be  the 
successor;  and  that  to  this  purposo  he  offered 
an  act,  which  might  answer  those  ends.*'  The 
first  draught  ran  thus : u Our  sovereign  ladv, 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  estates  of 
parliament,  statutes  and  ordains,  that,  after 
the  decease  of  her  majesty  (whom  God  long 
preserve)  and  failing  heirs  of  her  body,  no 
one  shall  succeed  to  the  crown  of  this  realm, 
that  is  likewise  successor  to  the  crown  of  Eng- 
land, but  under  the  limitations  following; 
w hich,  together  with  the  Coronation-Oath  and 
Claim  of  Right,  they  shall  swear  to  observe.: 
That  all  places  aud  offices,  both  civil  and  mi- 
litary, and  ail  pensions  formerly  conferred 
upon  our  kings,  shall  ever  after  he  given  by 
parliament : That  a new  parliament  shall 

be  chosen  every  Michaelmas  head-court,  to 
sit  the  1st  of  November  thereafter,  and  adjourn 
themselves  from  time  to  lime  till  next  Michael- 
mas ; and  that  they  chuse  their  own  president: 
That  a committee  of  thirty-six  members,  chosen 
by  and  out  of  the  whole  parliament,  without 
distinction  of  estates,  shall,  during  the  intervals 
of  parliament,  under  the  king,  have  the  admi- 
nistration of  the  government,  be  his  council, 
and  accountable  to  parliament ; with  power, 
on  extraordinary  occasions,  to  call  the  parlia- 
ment together.” 

After  the  act  was  read,  the  member  said, 
“ That  he  had  not  in  this  act  made  any  nomi- 
nation of  a successor ; and  it  was  his  opinion, 
that  this  nation  was  not,  at  present,  in  a condi- 
tion for  such  a nomination;  but  seeing  there 
was  a great  zeal  amongst  some  for  promoting 
the  succession  of  Hanover,  and  no  less  among 
others  for  promoting  that  of  the  prince  of 
Wales  ; therefore,  to  satify  both,  he  bad  ano- 
ther act  ready  to  offer,  but  which  ho  need  not 
read,  seeing  it  was  the  very  same  with  what 
was  already  offered  in  every  circumstance,  ex- 
cepting only  that  it  had  a blank  in  it  for  nomi- 
nating a successor.  That  he  moved,  that  the 
members  might  go  to  work,  and  pass  this  act; 
and,  immediately  after  that,  let  each  party  try 
their  streugth,  and  let  the  strongest  carry  the 
nomination,  and  fill  up  the  blank,  according  to 
the  mind  of  the  plurality.  That  thus  far  he 
begged  leave  to  declare  his  opinion,  That  he 
had  rather  concur  in  nominating  the  most  rigid 
Papist  with  those  conditions  of  government, 
than  the  truest  Protestant  without  them.” 
This  motion  was  seconded  by  several  members; 
but  others  urged  against  it,  * That  the  house 
1 was  now  in  the  middle  of  an  act  of  trade, 
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1 which  ought  to  be  finished  before  any  other 
* business/  After  some  debate,  and  a great 
many  new  instances  to  the  commissioner,  to 
give  the  royal  absent  to  tlie  Act  of  Security,  a 
member  said,  “ That  he  found  this  house  was 
to  get  no  satisfaction  from  her  majesty’s  com- 
missioner at  this  time ; and  it  seemed,  the  na- 
tion wns  to  expect  as  little  good ; and  there- 
fore, the  next  Lest  clause  was  to  prevent  da- 
mage as  much  ns  possible.  That  it  was  to  be 
noted,  that  there  were  lately  some  meetings  be- 
twixt some  subjects  of  both  kingdoms,  in  which 
several  matters  were  agitated,  in  relation  to  an 
union  between  the  two  nations.  That  lie 
should  not  descend  to  an  inquiry  into  the  na- 
ture of  the  powers,  by  virtue  of  which  the  sub- 
jects of  Scotland  did  meet  upon  such  a treaty. 
That  those  things  might  be  spoke  to  in  due 
time;  but  at  present  be  humbly  conceived, 
there  were  two  tilings  worthy  the  consideration 
of  this  house ; The  one  wns,  that,  seeing  such 
a treaty  had  been  entered  upon  by  some  of  the 
subjects  of  this  nation,  it  seemed  strange,  that 
nothing  of  that  sort  had  all  this  session  of  par- 
liament been  laid  before  this  house  ; and  there- 
fore he  moved.  That  it  he  now  hid  before  the 
house,  to  be  o n -id*  red  by  the  numbers.  The 
other  thing  was,  that,  tepiiig  there  were  a great 
many  things  to  be  said  in  relation  to  that 
treaty,  which  might  be  more  seasonably  taken 
notice  of  at  another  time,  then  fire  he  moved, 
that  a stop  might  be  put  to  any  further  pro- 
ceedings in  that  mailer/’  'ihis  motion  was  se- 
conded by  a grc;.t  many  members : and,  allei 
some  debate,  there  was  a motion  made  and 
acquiesced  to  without  a vote,  “ That  the  pro- 
gress, and  advances,  made  in  the  said  treaty, 
might  be  laid  before  the  parliament  next  se- 
derunt, and  declared  by  a vote  of  parliament, 
^bat  the  commission  granted  for  the  said  treaty 
was  determined  and  extinct;  and  that  there 
should  be  no  new  commission  for  treating  of 
any  union  betwixt  the  kingdoms  of  Scotland 
am!  England,  without  consent  of  parliament.” 
After  this  was  over,  a great  many  members 
pressed  the  commissioner  to  give  the  royal  as- 
sent to  the  Act  of  Security;  but  no  answer 
was  made  from  the  throne.  At  length  a mem- 
ber said,  That,  seeing  so  much  had  been  said 
without  an  answer,  it  was  better  to  leave  the 
commissioner  to  his  reflections;  that,  pet  imps, 
he  would  be  ready  to  comply  against  next  day; 
and  that,  therelbre,  be  moved  the  house  should 
proceed  to  finish  the  act  against  the  cxportar 
tion  ot  wool  (which  had  been  marked  the  first 
reading)  and  this  was  accordingly  gone  upon, 
P"t  to  the  vote,  aud  approved. 

The  Queen  refuses  her  Assent  to  the  Act  of 
Security.]  Sept.  10.  The  commissioner  made 
the  following  speech  : 

t(  My  lords  and  gentlemen  ; It  was  with 
great  uneasiness  to  me,  that  I was  forced  to  be 
silent  yesterday,  whe  n so  many  did  appear 
earnest,  that  1 should  speak.  I have  all  the 
inclinations  in  the  world  to  give  you  full  satis- 
faction ; but  I thought,  that  1 ought  not  to  be 
pressed  to  give  the  royal  assent,  or  to  declare  j 


my  instructions  in  parliament,  winch  I hn 
made  known  to  many  noble  and  worthy  mo 
bers,  besides  the  queen’s  servants. 

“ Now  that  these  instances  are  let  fall,  xd 
that  you  have  proceeded  to  other  badness,  i- 
testily  how  w illing  I am  to  give  you 
mentin  any  tiling,  that  is  in  toy  power,  I ttl 
you  freely,  that  1 have  received  her  uajtufi 
pleasure,  and  am  fully  hnpoverfd  to  pt 
the  royal  assent  to  all  tl*c  acts  vued  ui  ina 
session,  excepting  only  that  act,  intithd,  n 

* Act  for  the  Security  of  the  Kingdom.'  Yw 
may  easily  believe,  that  requires  her  n«j«t),i 
further  consideration.  At  the  same  timelier 
majesty  expects  you  will  mind  your  owr.  ss‘.tn, 
in  making  necessary  provisions  for  tie  dots 
upon  the  present  establishment ; sndtluiyw 
will  put  the  trade  and  customs  on  that 
that  the  civil  list  may  be  supported.  And  I » 
treat  your  lordships  to  finish  these  as  qoirilj  » 
possible,  that  this  session  may  be  pot  to » 
speedy  and  Imppy  conclusion.” 

The  commissioner  having  ended  his  spftR, 
a member  said,  “ That,  had  it  been  spile  a 
the  beginning  of  the  session,  it  might  wre 
saved  a great  deal  of  labour  and  expenct;  hr 
this  was  plainly  to  tell  tire  parliament, 4 thst aS 
‘ their  business  was  to  raise  a subsidy  for  fix 
‘ army,  and  customs  for  the  civil  list;  andth: 

* then  the  session  should  be  happily  conclcd--. 
‘ by  an  adjournment/  ” This  was  followed^ 
a debate  concerning  the  queen’s  negative.  b 
was  urged,  “ That  the  third  act  of  the  fin*  -«■ 
*ion  of  the  first  parliament  of  king  Charles  ?. 
(which  is  the  only  act,  upon  which  the  ocjx^t 
is  founded)  was  only  made  to  obviate  a prsctxt 
which  bad  been  usurped  by  the  estates  in  ,l-f 
time  of  the  late  rebellion' of  ranking  ltw 
their  own  vote,  and  promulgating  such  to, 
ns  having  the  authority  of  law?,  wit  bad  tie 
royal  assent:  And  therefore  by  the Audit** 
is  declared,  * That  the  royal  asvwt « oecfr 

* sary  and  essential  to  give  tbe  force  ufa®* 
‘ to  the  vote  of  the  house  but  from  there* : 
could  not  be  inferred,  that  the  assent  could 
refused  to  an  act  offered,  and  solemnly 
the  bouse;  and  that,  till  of  late,  the 

had  never  been  interposed;  andtUtbcti 
very  few  cases.”  After  some  debate,  a 
was  made  to  address  her  majesty,  4 That  j* 

* would  please  to  gratify  the  house  in 

* royal  assent  to  the  act But  the  qorttx®  ^ 
ing  put,  * Address  or  Proceed  to  other  bini®*®. 
it  was  carried,  * Proceed  to  other  Lin'frc*' 
twelve  voices.  After  this,  Mr.  PriogM® 
had  been  secretary  to  the  Treaty  ol  k’3®6* 
was  ordered  to  lay  the  minutes  of  that  Tie#? 
before  the  house  at  their  next  sitting. 


Proceedings  in  the  Act  of  imi/ff** 
i he  Successor  to  (he  Throne,]  ?ept.  H 
was  moved,  that,  seeing  the  royal  «*** 
been  refused  to  the  Act  of  Security,  thHt^** 
was  proper  to  go  upon  other  overtures  !cf 
security  of  the  nation  upon  the  erf**®*  ^ 
aueen’s  demise.  Against  this  it  wa*  aTe 
that  the  house  had  concluded  by  a ht* 
solve  to  go  upon  overtures  for  trade : To*^- 
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was  answered,  That  this  last  resolve  had  This  motion  being  seconded  by  many  members, 
n entered  into,  4 after  the  Act  of  Security'  the  lord  treasurer  represented,  that  the  pur- 
I passed  the  vote  of  the  house,  and  whilst  it  liament  had  sat  a long  time  without  providing 
» not  doubted,  that  the  royal  assent  would  be  funds  for  the  army,  which  must  of  necessity  be 
Tntoit;  but  that  now,  the  roya!  assent  being  supported,  both  for  maintaining  the  pence  at 
tsed,  the  house  did  naturally  recur  to  the  home,  and  for  defending  the  nation  against  in- 
:e  of  their  first  grand  resolve,  entered  into  vnsions  from  abroad : that  there  was  an  act  now 
28th  day  of  May.  To  this  it  was  again  re-  upon  the  table,  which  had  been  long  before 
:d,  That  the  Act  of  Security  was  indeed  presented  for  that  purpose:  and  he  moved, 
r laid  aside,  hot  perhaps  it  might  afterwards  that  it  might  receire  a first  reading.  This  was 
•ire  the  royal  assent,  when  her  majesty  had  j opposed  by  a member,  who  said,  44  That  it 
her  considered  of  it  ; and  that,  besides  this  seemed  very  unseasonable  to  propose  a supply 
: of  Security,  there  were  some  other  very  va-  at  this  time,  w hen  the  house  had  so  much  to  do 
ble  acts  passed  in  consequence  of  that  | for  the  security  of  the  nation  : it  being  well 
nd  resolve;  such  ns  the  act  * securing  Pi  es-  known,  that  this  parliament  should  have  no 
fterian  government,  the  act  ratifying  the  time  allowed  them  after  the  supply  was  granted ; 
him  of  Right,  &c.’  to  which  acts  the  royal  1 though,  for  his  part,  lie  saw  notrody  unwilling 
tnt  was  now  promised  by  her  majesty’s  com-  ; to  go  upon  the  supply  in  due  time,  yet  he  thought 
sjoner ; and  therefore  it  was  high  time  to  it  was  very  little  encouragement  for  the  nation 
upon  some  farther  acts  for  trade.  Afa  r a to  grant  a supply,  when  they  found  themselves 
i and  warm  debate,  the  question  being  put,  I frustrated  of  all  their  labour  and  expense  for 
j proceed  either  upon  the  Act  for  Limitation,  these  several  month®,  mid  when  the  whole  na- 
upon  Overtures  for  Trade?' It  was  carried  for  iron  saw,  that  the  supplies  serve  for  no  other 
latter  by  a majority  of  eleven  voices.  This  ! uses,  hut  to  gratify  the  avarice  of  some  unto tia- 
c being  over,  the  4 act  for  importing  Wine’  j ble  ministers.”  This  occasioned  along  debate, 
i read,  and,  tbe  question  for  approving  it  be-  1 and  many  warm  speeches  were  made  in  behalf 
insisted  on,  the  marquis  ofTweedale  said,  ! of  Mr.  Fletcher’s  act  in  particular,  and  on  the 
it,  seeing  no  arguments  could  prevail  with  ! state  of  the  nation  in  general ; and  at  length 
it*  people  to  part  with  this  4 scandalous  and  I Mr.  Fletcher  himself  spoke  in  favour  of  his 
frmcious  act,’  he  thought  it  was  very  pro-  ! own  act,  entering  into  the  detail  of  it.  Among 
, that  all  honest  men,  who  wished  well  to  the  many  arguments  for  promoting  it,  and  the 
trade  of  their  country  and  the  honour  of  good  consequences  which  would  arise  from  it, 
ir  queen,  sir  mlrl  clear  themselves  of  the  he  urged,44  That  it  would  save  n great  sum, 
it  assent  to  it : And  therefore,  before  the  act  which  was  yearly  expended  by  such  as  went  to 
• to  put  the  vote,  he  entered  a protestation  court  to  look  after  places.  That  this  sum 
hnu*elf,  and  in  the  name  of  such  as  should  might  serve  for  a good  stock  for  trade.  That 
iere  to  it,  44  That  this  act,  allowing  the  irn-  by  this  act  the  nation  would  be  free  from  the 
ration  of  French  wines  ami  brandy,  ought  influence  of  English  minister^,  by  having  their 
to  pass,  as  being  dishonourable  to  her  ma-  own  places  bestowed  by  a Scots  parliament, 
y,  inconsistent  with  tbe  gram!  alliance,  That  such  an  establishment  would  not  turn  the 
srein  she  was  engaged,  and  prejudicial  to  the  form  of  the  Scots  government  into  a common- 
.our,  safety,  interest,  and  trade  of  this  king-'  wealth,  since  there  are  precedents  for  it  in 
n.”  He  desired,  that  this  protestation  might  j some  of  the  most  absolute  monarchies  in  the  • 
marked  and  inserted  in  the  records  of  par-  | world,  particularly  China,  where  all  offices  are 
nent;  and  the  same  was  adhered  to  by  i bestowed  by  the  prince  upon  recommendation 
nty  peers  forty-three  representatives  for  [ from  his  several  councils  in  the  several  parts 
n,  and  twenty-one  representatives  of  bo-  \ of  his  kingdoms  : nor  would  the  prerogative  be 
ghs;  and  then,  the  cUuse  being  put  to  the  | impaired  by  it:  for  as  to  the  prince’s  concern, 
e,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative.  The  I it  was  only  changing  hands  betwixt  the  advice 
t day,  Sept.  14,  a clause  was  offered,  4 That  I of  an  English  ministry  and  that  of  a Scots  paT- 
i Scots  ships  should  trade  directly  with  • liament.  That  a Scots  parliament  must  know, 
'•rice  now  in  time  of  war;’  but,  several  i who  are  persons  fit  for  the  service  of  their  prince 
nbers  objecting  against  it,  the  act  was  car-  ! and  nation  better  than  English  ministers,  who, 

1 by  a vote  without  it.  1 through  their  being  unacquainted  with  the 

•ept.  15  It  was  urged  by  a member, 44  That  ! Scotsmen  and  Scots  affairs,  might  commit  miv- 
had  been  a very  tedious  and  expensive  session  ( takes  hurtful  to  both  nations.  That  the 
parliament  : That  most  part  of  it  had  been  F.nglish  would  be  gainer**  by  this  Act  as  well  as 
ployed  in  adjusting  the  Act  of  Security  of  S their  prince,  since  all  the  advantage,  thpy  hnd 
i nation  after  her  majesty’s  decease : tout,  j by  the  present  establishment,  was  to  have  the 
ing  this  Act  of  Security  was  now  laid  aside,  j vanity  of  directmg  Scots  affairs  by  the  humour 
»as  therefore  high  thne  for  the  house  to  em-  , of  a few  of  their  own  ministers,  who  (as  ap- 
y themselves  in  making  new  conditions,  pea  red  of  late)  hnd  very  much  mistaken  the  in- 
at  there  was  an  het  now  lying  upon  the'  terest  of  England,  in  some  directions  they  gave 
le,  offered  by  Mr.  Fletcher,  which  he  moved  | relating  to  the  Scots  affairs.  That  by  these 

menus  Scotland  was  impoverished,  and  ren- 
dered incapable  of  giving  that  joint-assistance 
against  the  common  enemy,  which  otherwise 


:oc  oe  me  standard  ot  insure  ai'imeraxtons, 
hat  formerly  offered  by  the  marquis  of  Athol 
1 been  the  foundation  of  the  Act  of  Security.” 
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they  might,  if  they  were  allowed  to  manage 
their  own  trade  and  business  to  the  best  ad- 
vantage. That  these  difficulties  must  certainly 
make  the  nation  uneasy  iu  their  present  con- 
dition, and  would  certainly  dispose  them  to  lay 
hold  on  any  opportunity  of  amending  their 
condition,  though  to  the  ruin  of  their  neigh- 
bours. 

The  Chancellor  made  an  answer  to  this 
speech,  respresenting  the  act  as  laying  a scheme 
for  a commonwealth,  and  tending  to  innovate 
the  constitution  of  the  monarchy.  And  tiien 
the  ministry , offered  a state  of  a vote  for  giving 
a first  reading  either  to  Mr.  Fletcher’s  act,  or 
to  the  act  of  subsidy.  There  were  many  of  the 
country  party,  who  had  no  mind  to  go  to  the 
full  extent  of  Mr.  Fletcher’s  act,  but  were  with- 
al resolved  to  go  upon  the  consideration  of 
overtures  for  the  liberty  of  the  nation.  These 
urged  another  state  of  a vote,  viz.  4 overtures 
for  subsidies/  or  4 overtures  for  liberty  ?’  But 
the  ministry  pressed  the  first  s'. ate  of  the  vote. 
Upon  which  Mr.  Fletcher  tdleriged,  44  That  he 
bad  the  honour  to  offer  an  act  for  securing  the 
liberties  of  the  nation  against  English  influence. 
That  it  was  his  opinion,  that  the  condition  of 
the  nation  was  so  far  gone  into  ruin,  that  the 

firovisions  in  this  act  were  absolutely  necessary 
or  its  relief.  That  he  doubted  not  to  make 
this  appear  by  reasons  unanswerable  ; but 
that  he  found  some  people  very  ready  to  per- 
vert the  meaning  of  good  designs : and,  lest 
any  such  bad  handle  should  he  made  of  an 
overture,  which  he  had  sincerely  designed  for 
the  good  of  his  country,  he  begged  leave  to 
withdraw  his  overture  adding,  44  That  he 
should  be  very  ready  to  go  into  such  overtures, 
as  the  wisdom  of  the  house  should  judge  most 
proper  for  the  honour  and  safety  of  the  na- 
tion.” Then  the  other  state  of  the  vote  w as 
offered,  * overtures  for  liberty/  or 4 overtures 
for  a subsidy/  Here  the  ministry  were  at  a 
loss,  for  they  knew,  that  overtures  for  liberty 
would  be  carried ; and,  by  Mr.  Fletcherx 
withdrawing  his  act,  they  were  obliged  to  look 
out  for  another  state  of  a vote.  This  put  them 
to  a consultation  about  the  throne,  during 
which  time  the  members  called  from  all  sides  of 
the  house  for  a vote  upon  the  question,  as 
stated,  Liberty,  or  Subsidy,  and  a great  many 
warm  expressions  were  thrown  out  against  the 
ministry  from  people  of  all  ranks.  After  gome 
time  spent  in  this  manner,  during  which  several 
uncertain  and  imperfect  overtures  of  differing 
states  of  questions  were  made : the  commis- 
sioner moved  from  the  throne,  44  That,  if  the 
bouse  would  agree  to  allow  a fint  reading  to 
the  subsidy  act,  he  did  promise,  That,  it  should 
not  be  heard  of  for  three  ensuing  sessions.”  To 
this  a member  answered,  that  he  believed,  that 
those  about  the  throne  did  not  expect,  that 
this  overture  would  take  in  the  house:  that  the 
import  of  it  was  plainly  this,  that  the  act  for  a 
subsidy  should  get  a first  reading  now ; then  the 
bouse  should  have  three  short  sittings  for  the 
liberties  of  the  nation  ; and  the  fourth  should 
compleat  the  subsidy : after  which,  the  house 
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was  sure  to  be  adjourned ; but,  tint  be  ax 
certain  the  house  was  better  acquainted  *.'i 
the  artifices  of  the  ministry,  than  to  be  on-ieC 
by  such  overtures.”  Another  member  orgtd 
“ That  it  was  now  plain,  the  nation  was  to  a* 
pect  no  other  return  for  their  expeace  in 
toil,  than  to  be  put  to  the  charge  of  a stibw  :j, 
and  to  lay  down  their  necks  under  the  \oi<  <*: 
slavery,  which  was  prepared  for  them  tras 
that  throne.”  A third  member  said,4*  Ti*t 
he  insisted  upon  having  a vote  upon  lie  qoe- 
tion,  which  had  been  put.  That  be  found, oba^ 
as  the  liberties  were  suppressed,  so  else  privikfci 
of  parliament  »ere  like  to  be  lorn  from  then, 
but  that  he  w ould  rather  venture  his  Ufc  thsa 
it  should  be  so ; and  should  rather  to 4 cue  * 
freeman/  than  4 live  a slave.”  Some  preset 
for  the  vote,  and  particularly  the  earl  ut  Rfli- 
burgh,  who  added,  44  That  if  there  was  noou*r 
way  of  obtaining  so  natural  and  undeniable  » 
privilege  of  the  parliament  4 they  would  de- 
mand it  j with  their  swords  in  their  Uodv 
Whether  or  not  the  commissioner  had  infcran- 
tion,  that  the  house  would  adhere  to 
they  proposed  to  be  done,  it  is  certain,  ua 
the  foot  guards  were  ordered  to  be  io  r eadix», 
and  that,  for  several  days  before,  a grtnd-gwri 
was  set  upon  the  Netberbow  port ; and  beta- 
nant-gencral  Ramsay  was  heard  to  »y  in  bl 
cups,  • That  means  would  be  found  to  suit 
* the  parliament  calm  enough.’  However, & 
commissioner,  perceiving  he  should  be  torn  a 
pieces,  if  he  withstood  the  formidable  oppaa- 
tion  he  saw  against  him,  ordered  the  chanced 
to  acquaint  the  house, 44  That  it  was  neidef 
the  parliament  should  proceed  upon  overture 
for  liberty  next  session.”  Upon  which  ite- 
rance the  members  met  the  next  morning,  a 
order  to  prepare  an  overture  for  their  pwp** 
which  was  in  substance  as  follows : 44  Tbit  a 
elective  members  should  be  chosen  for  even 
seat  at  the  Michaelmas  head  courts:  d* 
there  should  be  a parliament  beta  once  at*9 
years  at  least : that  the  short  adjournal 
de  die  in  diem,  should  be  made  by  the  par- 
liament themselves  as  in  England:  tbit  fc> 
officer  of  the  army,  customs,  or  exo*.  * 
gratuitous  pensioner,  should  sit  as  an  ekitnt 
member. 

The  Lord  High  Commissioner's  Speech  ti  t* 
Adjournment .]  If  such  an  act  had  receiwj 
the  royral  assent,  the  country-party  had 
in  giving  a supply,  but  the  commisstooc: 
not  instructed  to  purchase  it  at  that  rate; 
having  notice  of  what  passed,  he  wiled  * 
such  acts  as  he  was  impowered  to  pas*,  4 * 
having  given  the  royal  assent  to  them,  I*** 
the  following  speech  to  the  parliament  .* 

44  My  lords  and  gentlemen ; we  bate 
assed  several  good  acts  for  our  relig»e,  • 
erty  and  trade,  which,  I hope;  *il|  be 
oeptable  to  all  her  majesty’s  good  subject*  l 
wish  you  had  also  given  the  supplies  necn* 
sary  for  the  maintaining  of  her  owje*?* 
forces,  and  preserving  the  peace  sad  mK  ? 
of  the  kingdom.  But  since,  I hope,  tha  »*f 
yet  be  done  in  due  time,  and  that  btfi# 
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omo  questions  and  difficulties  are  fallen,  that, 
i all  probability,  you  can  have  no  time  to 
etermine : arid  that  withal,  it  is  fit  her  mn- 
Hty  should  hare  time  to  consider  upon  such 
dugs,  that  Imre  been  kiid  before  her ; and, 
lat  we  may  know  her  miud  therein  more  per- 
•ctly,  a short  recess  appenrs  at  prrsent  to  be 
ecessary,  and  thnt  tins  parliament  be  ad- 
jurned  for  some  lime. — And  therefore  I have 
rdered  my  lord  chancellor  to  adjourn  this  par- 
ament  nnnl  the  12ih  of  October  next.” 
Vhicb  the  lord  chancellor  did  accordingly.* 

Mr.  Fletcher’s  Speeches  on  the  Act  of  Limita- 
ions.]  The  Draught  of  the  Act  offered  by 
Ir.  f letcher,  and  his  Speeches  upon  it,  are  as 

>Uow: 

“ My  Lord  Chancellor;  I bare  waited  long 
nd  with  great  patience  for  the  result  of  this 
sssion,  to  see  if  I could  discover  a real  and  sin- 
ere  intention  in  the  members  of  this  bouse  to 
.store  the  freedom  of  our  country  in  this  great 
nd  perhaps  only  opportunity.  I know  there 
re  many  different  news  among  us,  and  all  men 
retend  the  good  of  the  nation.  But  every 
lan  here  is  obliged  carefully  to  examine  the 
lungs  before  us,  and  to  act  according  to  his 
nowlerlge  and  conscience,  without  regard  to 
he  views  of  other  men,  whatever  charity  be 
nay  have  for  them  : I say,  every  man  inpthis 

lace  is  obliged  by  the  oath  he  has  taken  to 
ive  such  advice  as  he  thinks  most  expedient 
i>r  the  good  of  his  country.  The  principal  bu- 
iness  of  this  session  has  been  the  terming  of  an 

* “ Thus  ended  this  famous  session  of  par- 
iament,  in  which  the  greatest  part  of  the  mi- 
ristry  had  abandoned  the  duke  of  Quecnsberry; 
ind  particularly  the  earl  of  Seafield,  lord  chan- 
lellor,  the  marquis  of  Athol,  lord  privy- seal, 
ind  the  lord  viscount  Tarbat,  secretary  of  state, 
vith  all  who  depended  on  them;  yet,  upon  the 
•ondusion  of  the  session,  the  marquis  was 
nade  a duke,  and  the  lord  Tarbat  earl  of  Cro- 
nartv;  which  looked  like  rewarding  them  for 
heir  opposition.  The  marquis  of  Douglass, 
hough  under  age,  was  likewise  made  a duke  ; 
he  viscounts  of  Stair  and  Roseberry  were 
treated  earls  of  the  same  name:  the  lord  Boyle, 
tarl  of  Glasgow  ; James  Stuart  of  Bute,  earl  of 
Bute;  Charles  Hope  of  Hopton,  earl  of  Hop- 
on  ; John  Crawford  of  Kiloiruce,  viscount  of 
Sarnock  ; and  sir  James  Primrose  of  Carring- 
on,  viscount  of  Primrose.  Soon  after,  the 
pieen  resolved  to  revive  the  order  of  the 
Thistle,  which  had  been  raised  by  her  father, 
Imt  was  let  fall  by  the  late  king.  It  was  to 
be  carried  in  a green  ribbon,  as  the  George  is  in 
a blue,  and  the  glory  was  in  the  form  of  a 
St.  Andrew's  cross,  with  a thistle  in  the  middle. 
Argvle  and  Athol,  Annandale,  Orkney,  and 
Scaneld  were  the  first  who  had  it,  the  number 
being  limited  to  twelve.  To  such  a height  did 
the  disorders  in  that  kingdom  rise,  that  great 
skill  and  much  secret  practice  seemed  ne- 
cessary to  set  matters  right  there.  The  aver- 
sion and  jealousy  towards  those,  who  had  been 


Act  for  the  Security  of  the  kingdom,  upon  the 
expiration  of  the  present  intail  of  the  crown. 
And  though  one  would  have  thought,  that  the 
most  essential  thing  which  could  liaie  entered 
into  such  an  act,  had  been  to  ascertain  the  con- 
ditions on  which  the  nation  would  receive  a 
successor,  yet  this  has  been  entirely  waved  and 
over-ruled  by  the  house.  Only  there  is  a cau- 
tion inserted  in  the  act,  that  the  successor  shall 
not  be  the  same  person  who  is  to  succeed  in 
England,  unless  such  conditions  of  government 
be  first  enacted,  as  may  secure  the  freedom  cl 
this  nation.  But  this  is  a general  and  indefi- 
nite clause,  and  liable  to  the  dangerous  incon- 
veniency  of  being  declared  to  be  fulfilled  by 
giving  us  two  or  three  inconsiderable  laws.  So 
that  this  session  of  parliament,  in  which  w« 
have  had  so  great  an  opportunity  of  makiug 
ourselves  for  ever  a free  people,  is  like  to  ter. 
minate  without  any  real  security  for  our  liber- 
ties, or  any  essential  amendment  of  our  con- 
stitution. And  now,  when  we  ought  to  come 
to  paiticulars,  and  enact  such  limitations  as 
may  fully  saiisfy  the  general  clause,  we  must 
amuse  ourselves  with  things  of  little  significancy, 
and  hardly  mention  any  limitation  of  moment 
or  consequence.  But  instead  of  this,  acts  are 
brought  in  for  regulations  to  take  place  during 
the  life  of  the  queen,  which  we  are  not  to  ex- 
pect, and  quite  draw  us  off  from  the  business 
we  should  attend.  By  these  methods  divers 
well  meaning  men  hare  been  deluded,  whilst 
others  have  proposed  a present  nomination  of  a 
successor  under  limitations.  But  I fear  the  far 


most  active  in  the  last  reign,  and  the  favour 
shewn  to  these,  who  were  in  king  James’s  inte- 
rest, had  an  appearance  of  bringing  matters 
out  of  an  excess  to  a temper ; and  it  was  much 
magnified  by  those  who  intended  to  flatter  the 
queen,  on  design  to  ruin  her.  Though  the 
same  measures  were  taken  in  England,  yet 
there  was  less  danger  in  following  them  there, 
than  in  Scotland.  Errors  might  be  sooner  ob- 
served, and  easier  corrected,  where  persons 
are  in  view,  nnd  arc  watched  in  nil  their  mo- 
tions ; but  this  might  prove  fatal  at  a greater 
distance,  where  it  was  more  easy  to  deny  or 
palliate  things  with  greater  assurance.  The 
duke  of  Queensberry’s  engrossing  all  tilings 
to  himself,  increased  the  disgust  at  the  credit 
he  was  in.  He  had  begun  a practice  of  draw- 
ing out  the  sessions  of  parliament  to  an  unusual 
length ; by  which  his  appointments  exhausted 
so  much  of  the  revenue,  that  the  rest  of  the 
ministers  were  not  paid ; which  will  always 
create  discontent.  He  trusted  entirely  to  a few 
persons,  and  his  conduct  was  liable  to  just  ex- 
ceptions. Some  of  those,  who  had  the  greatest 
credit  with  him,  were  believed  to  be  engaged 
in  a foreign  interest;  and  his  passing,  or  rather 
promoting  tlte  act,  which  opened  a correspon- 
dence with  France,  was  considered  as  a design 
to  settle  a commerce  there:  and,  upon  that, 
his  fidelity  or  his  capacity  were  much  ques- 
tioned.” Tindal. 
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greater  part  have  designed  to,  make  their  court 
either  to  her  majesty,  the  house  of  Hanover,  or 
those  of  St.  Germains,  by  maintaining  the  pre- 
rogative in  Scotland  us  high  as  ever,  to  the  per- 
petual enslaving  of  this  nation  to  the  ministers 
of  England.  Therefore  I,  who  have  never  made 
court  to  any  prince,  and  I hope  never  shall,  at 
the  rate  of  the  least  prejudice  to  my  country, 
think  myself  obliged  in  discharge  of  my  con- 
science, and  the  duty  of  my  oath  in  parliament, 
to  offer  such  limitations  as  may  answer  the  ge- 
neral clause  in  the  Act  for  the  Security  of  tlie 
kingdom ; and  this  1 do  in  two  draughts,  the 
one  containing  the  limitations  by  themselves; 
the  other  with  the  same  limitations,  und  a blank 
for  inserting  the  name  of  a successor.  If  the 
house  shall  think  fit  to  take  into  consideration 
that  draught  which  has  no  blank,  and  euact  the 
limitations,  I shall  rest  satisfied,  being  as  little 
fond  of  naming  a successor  as  any  man.  Other- 
wise, I offer  the  draught  with  a blank:  to  the 
end  that  every  man  may  make  his  court  to  the 
person  he  most  effects ; and  hope  by  this  mean# 
to  please  all  parties:  The  court  in  offering 
them  an  opportunity  to  name  the  successor  of 
England,  a thing  so  acceptable  to  her  majesty 
and  that  nation:  Tho-e  who  may  favour  the 
court  of  St.  Germains,  by  giving  them  a dunce 
for  their  pretensions;  and  every  true  Scots-man 
in  vindicating  the  liberty  of  this  nation,  who- 
ever be  the  successor. 

First  Draught. 

* Our  sovereign  lady,  with  advice  and  con- 
4 sent  of  the  estates  of  parliament,  statutes 

* and  ordains,  That  after  the  decease  of  her 
‘ majesty,  whom  God  long  preserve,  and  failing 
4 liejrs  of  her  body,  no  one  shall  succeed  to  the 

* crown  of  this  realm  that  is  likewise  successor 

* to  the  crown  of  England,  but  under  the  limi- 
4 tations  following,  which,  together  with  the 
4 Oath  of  Coronation  and  Ciairq  of  Right,  they 

* shill  swear  to  observe.  That  all  places  and 
4 offices,  both  civil  and  military,  and  all  pen-  j 

* sions  formerly  conferred  by  our  kings,  shall 

* ever  after  be  given  by  parliament. — That  a 
4 oew  parliament  shall  be  chosen  every  Michael- 

* mas  nead-court,  to  sit  the  first  of  November 
' thereafter,  and  adjourn  themselves  from  time 
4 to  time  till  next  Michaelmas ; and  that  they 
c chuse  their  own  president. — That  a committee 
4 of  thirty  six  members,  choseu  by  and  out  of 
4 the  whole  parliament,  without  distinction  of 
4 estates,  shall  during  the  interval*  of  parlia- 
4 ment,  under  the  king,  have  the  administration 
4 of  the  government,  be  his  council,  and  ac- 
4 countable  to  parliament:  with  power  in  ex- 
4 traordinary  occasions,  to  call  the  parliament 
4 together/ 

Second  Draught. 

4 Our  sovereign  Jady,  with  advice  and  con- 
4 aent  of  the  estates  of  parliament,  statutes  and 

* ordains,  That  after  the  decease  of  her  roa- 

* jestv,  whom  God  long  preserve,  and  heirs  of 
4 hcT  body  failing, 

shall  succeed  to  the  crown  of  this 


4 realm.  But  that  in  case  the  said  weans- 
4 he  likewise  the  successor  to  Use  era*:  :: 

1 England,  the  said  successor  shall  be  ute 
4 the  limitations  following,  &c/ 

4*  No  man  can  be  an  enemy  to  these  ie* 
rations,  in  case  we  have  the  same  tug 
England,  except  he  who  is  so  shame**  a p*> 
tizan  either  of  the  court  at  St.  Getnaisw 
the  house  of  Hanover,  that  he  would  raise*: 
Scotland  continue  to  depend  upon  an 
ministry,  than  that  their  prerogative  state  It 
any  way  lessened  in  this  kingdom.  As  fette 
who  have  St.  Germains  in  their  view,  afid  • 
accounted  the  highest  of  all  the  prerr^o*? 
men,  f would  ask  them,  if  we  snow! 
them  in  advancing  t lie ir  prince  to  tbethsr 
of  Great  Britain,  are  we,  for  ocr  reward L# 
continue  still  in  our  former  dependence  oc  at 
English  court  ? These  limitations  are  the  *j 
test  to  discover  a lover  of  his  country  free* 
courtier  either  to  her  majesty,  Hanover,#* 
Germain*.  For  prerogative-men  who  vs  # 
enslaving  this  nation  to  the  directives  o:  * 
other  court,  are  courtiers  to  any  success, 
and  let  them  pretend  what  they  will,  fl  lie 
principles  lead  necessarily  to  subject  tfon- 
lion  to  another,  are  eucroiet  to  the  air^ 
These  men  are  so  absurd  as  to  provoke  fsf 
land,  and  vet  resolve  to  continue  slave* 
court.  This  country  must  be  made  a firtl-J 
blood,  in  order  to  advance  a papist  & 3 
throne  of  Britain.  If  we  fail,  »e  * I 
slaves  by  right  of  conquest ; if  we  prevail,  u* 
the  happiness  to  continue  in  our  former  sU'S  I 
dependence.  And  though  to  break  this  w® 
all  good  men  would  venture  their  all,  y*  I ^ 
lieve  few  will  be  willing  to  lie  at  the 
France  and  popery,  and  at  the  same  uwc 
upon  themselves  the  indignation  and  po«#  *■ 
England,  for  the  sake  only  of  m^ajanr:  « 
strength  with  a much  more  powerful 
and  to  be  sure  to  continue  still  ond <r  £ 
former  dependence,  though  we  should  bap* 
to  prevail.  Now  of  those  who  are  t*>r  the 
successor  with  England,  I would  ask.  it  a t* 
case  we  are  not  aUo  to  continue  in  oar  to®* 
dependence;  which  will  not  fail  aiway»t#|»* 
from  bad  to  worse,  and  at  length  beo** 
intolerable  to  all  hoiie*t  meu,  than  draifc  * 
self.  For  my  own  part  I think,  that  eva  34 
most  zealous  protestant  in  the  nauje.  * s 
liave  a true  regard  for  his  country,  ough 
to  wish,  were  it  consistent  with  our  0»® 4 
Right,  that  a papist  should  succeed  to  tk-  * ® 
of  Great  Britain  under  such  l.«nitx*l| 
would  render  this  nation  free  and  indepeu*® 
than  the  roost  protest  ant  and  best  pruK***~  j 
out  any.  If  »e  may  live  free,  1 lit’fce  vAtf  ,4J 
is  king : it  is  indifferent  to  roe,  provided  qfj 
limitations  be  enacud,  to  name  it* 
Hanover,  St.  Germains,  or  whutn  you  ** 


44  My  Lord  Chancellor;  His 
commissioner  bavin#;  acquainted  ibis  trfW*  ■ 
h**  has  instructions  from  her  majesty  to  P*  j 
royal  assent  to  all  acts  passed  a tk* 
except  that  for  the  security  of  tke 
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will  be  highly  necessary  to  provide  some  new 
itvs  for  securing  our  liberty  upon  the  expira- 
od  of  the  present  intail  of  the  crowu.  And 
lerefore  I shall  speak  to  the  first  article  of  the 
notations  contained  in  the  short  act  I ottered 
ie  other  day  ; not  only  because  it  is  the  first 
i order,  bat  because  I persuade  myself  you 
II  know  that  parliaments  were  formerly  chosen 
nnuaJly ; that  they  had  the  power  of  appoint* 
lit  the  tiroes  of  their  meetings  and  adjourn- 
icnts,  together  with  the  nomination  of  com- 
mittees to  superintend  the  administration  of 
ie  government  during  the  intervals  of  parlia- 
ment: all  which,  if  it  were  necessary,  might  be 
roved  by  a great  number  of  public  acts.  So 
tat  if  I demonstrate  the  use  and  necessity  of 
>e  first  article,  there  will  remain  no  great  dilii- 
jlty  concerning  the  rest. 

“ My  Lord  Chancellor;  The  condition  of  a 
eopie,  however  unhappy,  if  they  not  only 
now  the  cause  of  their  misery,  but  have  also 
le  remedy  in  their  power,  and  yet  should  re- 
iSc  to  npply  it,  one  would  think,  were  not  to 
e pitied.  And  though  the  condition  of  good 
ten,  who  are  concluded  and  oppressed  by  a 
lajority  of  the  bad,  is  much  to  be  lamented  ; 
et  Christianity  teaches  us  to  shew  a greater 
leasure  of  compassion  to  those  wiio  are  know- 
>gly  and  voluntarily  obstinate  to  ruin  both 
^emselves  and  others.  But  the  regret  of  every 
'ise  and  good  man  must  needs  be  extraordi- 
ary,  when  he  sees  the  liberty  and  happiness  of 
is  country  not  only  obstructed,  but  utterly 
xtnisjuished  by  the  private  and  transitory  in- 
vest of  self-designing  men,  who  indeed  very 
hen  meet  their  own  ruin,  but  most  certainly 
ring  destruction  upon  their  posterity  by  such 
ourses.  Sure  if  a man  who  is  iutrusted  by 
thers,  should  for  his  own  private  advantage 
etray  that  trust,  to  the  perpetual  and  irreco- 
crable  ruin  of  those  who  trusted  him,  the  live- 
est  sense  and  deepest  remorse  for  so  great 
uilt,  will  undoubtedly  seize  and  terrify  tliecon- 
cience  of  such  a man,  as  often  as  the  treache- 
aus  part  be  has  acted  shall  recur  to  his  thoughts  ; 
rbich  will  most  frequently  happen  in  the  times 
f his  distress,  and  the  nearer  he  approaches  to 
life  in  which  those  remorses  are  perpetual, 
tot  1 hope  every  man  in  this  house  has  so  w ell 
oosiderad  these  things,  as  to  preserve  him  from 
tiling^  into  such  terrible  circumstances : And 
wall  men  are  subject  to  great  failings)  if  any 
>erson  placed  in  this  most  eminent  trust,  is 
onacious  to  himself  of  having  ever  been  want- 
Qg  ia  duty  to  his  country,  I doubt  not  he  will 
his  day,  in  this  weighty  matter,  atone  for  all, 
Jid  not  blindly  follow  the  opinion  of  other  men, 
*cause  he  alone  must  account  for  his  own 
actions  to  his  great  Lord  and  Master. 

“The  limitation,  to  which  I am  about  to  speak, 
Quires,  that  all  places,  offices,  and  pensions, 
•hich  have  been  formerly  given  by  our  kings, 
‘tall,  after  her  majesty  and  heirs  of  her  body, 
* conferred  by  parliament  so  long  as  we  are 
inder  the  same  prince  with  England..  With- 
out this  limitation,  our  poverty  and  subjection 
o the  court  of  England  will  every  day  increase  ; 
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and  the  question  we  have  now  before  us  is, 
whether  we  will  be  freemen  or  slaves  for  ever  ? 
whether  we  will  continue  to  depend,  or  break 
the  yoke  of  oar  dependence?  and  whether,  we 
will  chuse  to  live  poor  aud  miserable,  or  rich, 
free,  and  happy  ? Let  no  man  think  to  object, 
that  this  limitation  takes  away  the  whole  power 
of  the  prince.  For  the  same  condiliou  of  go- 
vernment is  found  in  one  of  the  most  absolute 
monarchies  of  the  world.  I have  very  good 
authority  for  what  I say,  from  all  the  best  au- 
thors that  have  treated  of  the  government  of 
China;  but  shall  only  cite  the  words  of  an 'able 
minister  of  state,  who  had  very  well  considered 
whatever  had  been  written  on  that  subject;  I 
mean  sir  William  Temple,  who  says,  “ That 
for  the  government,  it  is  absolute  monarchy, 
there  being  no  other  laws  in -China,  but  the 
king’s  orders  and  commands:  and  it  is  likewise 
hereditary,  still  descending  to  the  next  of  blood. 
But  all  orders  and  commands  of  the  king  pro- 
ceed through  his  councils ; and  are  made  upon 
the  recommendatiou  or  petition  of  the  council 
proper  and  appointed  for  that  affair ; so  that  all 
matters  are  debated,  determined,  and  conclud- 
ed by  the  several  councils;  and  then  upon 
their  advices  aud  requests  made  to  the  king, 
they  are  ratified  and  signed  by  him,  and  so  pass 
into  laws.  All  great  offices  of  state  are  likewise 
conferred  by  Use  king,  upon  the  same  recom- 
mendations or  petitions  of  his  several  councils ; 
so  that  none  are  preferred  by  the  humour  of  the 
rince  himself,  nor  by  favour  of  any  minister, 
y flattery  or  corruption, 'but  by  the  force  or  ap- 
pearance of  merit,  of  learning,  and  of  virtue; 
which  observed  by  the  several  councils,  gain 
their  recommendations  or  petitions  to  the  king." 
These  are  the  express  words  of  that  minister. 
And  if  under  the  greatest  absolute  monarchy  of 
the  world,  in  a country  where  the  prince  ac- 
tually resides ; if  among  heathens  this  be  ac- 
counted a necessary  part  of  government  for  the 
encouragement  of  virtue,  shall  it  be  denied  to 
Christians  living  under  a prince  who  resides  in 
another  nation  ? shall  it  be  denied  to  a people, 
who  have  a right  to  liberty,  and  yet  are  not  ca- 
pable of  any  in  their  present  circumstances, 
without  this  limitation  ? But  we  have  formed  to 
ourselves  such  extravagant  notions  of  govern- 
ment, that  even  in  a limited  monarchy  nothing 
will  please,  which  in  the  least  deviates  from  the 
model  of  France,  and  every  thing  else  must 
stand  branded  with  the  name  of  commonwealth. 
Yet  a great  and  wise  people  found  this  very 
condition  of  government  necessary  to  support 
even  an  absolute  monarchy.  If  any  man  say, 
that  the  empire  of  China  contains  divers  king- 
doms : and  that  the  care  of  the  emperor,  aud 
his  knowledge  of  particular  men  cannot  extend 
to  all : I answer,  the  case  is  the  same  with  us; 
and  it  seems  as  if  that  wise  people  designed 
this  constitution  for  a remedy  to  the  like  incon- 
veniences with  those  we  labour  under  at  this 
time. 

“This  limitation  will  undoubtedly  enrich  the 
nation,  by  stopping  that  perpetual  issue  of* mo- 
ney to  England,  which  ha>  reduced  this  country 
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to  extreme  poverty.  This  limitation  does  not 
Halter  us  with  the  hopes  of  riches  by  an  uncer- 
tain project;  does  not  require  so  much  as  the 
condition  of  our  own  industry  ; but  by  saving 
great  sums  to  the  country,  will  every  year  fur- 
nish  a *tock  sufficient  to  carry  on  a considera- 
ble trade,  or  to  establish  some  useful  manufac- 
ture at  home,  with  the  highest  probability  of 
success;  because  our  ministers  by  this  rule  of 
government,  would  be  freed  from  the  influence 
of  English  councils  ; and  our  trade  be  entirely 
in  our  own  hands,  and  not  under  the  power  of 
the  court,  as  it  was  in  the  affair  of  Durien.  If 
we  do  not  obtain  this  limitation,  our  attendance  then  have  no  cause  to  fear  a rtfmal  of  tr* 
at  London  will  continue  to  drain  this  nation  of  royal  assent  to  our  acts;  for  we  shall  haveu 
all  those  stuns,  which  should  be  a stock  for  evil  counsellor,  nor  enemy  of  Ins  country  E> 
trade.  Besides,  by  frequenting  that  court,  we  advise  it.  When  this  condition  of  goTenuaeot 
not  only  spend  our  money,  hut  learn  the  expen-  shall  take  place,  the  royal  assent  will  be  the 
sive  modes  and  ways  of  living,  of  a rich  and  ornament  of  the  prince,  and  never  be rtfcseJ 
luxurious  nation  : we  lay  out  yearly  great  sums  to  the  desires  of  the  people.  A genera!  as*ri>- 
in  furniture  and  equipage,  to  the  unspeakable  mity  will  be  found  in  this  house;  in  every  part 
prejudice  of  the  trade  and  manufactures  of  our  of  the  government,  and  among  all  ranks  and  t:> 
own  country.  Not  that  I think  it  amiss  to  tm-  ditions  of  men.  The  distinctions  of  court  vJ 
rel  into  England, 4in  order  to  see  and  learn  their  country-party  shall  no  more  be  heard  in 
industry  in  trade  and  husbandry.  But  at  court  nation;  nor  shall  the  prince  and  people  sr 
what  can  we  learn,  except  a horrid  corruption  longer  have  a different  interest.  Rewards 
of  manners,  and  an  expensive  way  of  living,  punishments  will  be  in  the  hands  of  those  ato 
that  we  may  for  ever  after  he  both  poor  and  live  among  us,  and  consequently  best  koo»bc 
profligate  ? merit  of  men  ; by  which  means  virtue  *uli  l-  i 

“ This  limitation  will  secure  to  us  our  freedom  recompensed  and  vice  discouraged,  and  t> 
and  independence.  It  has  been  often  said  in  reign  and  government  of  the  pnnee  will  houre: 
this  house,  that  our  princes  are  captives  in  Eng-  in  peace  and  justice. 

land;  and  indeed  one  would  not  wonder  if,  “I  should  never  make  an  end,  if  l woa- 
tvhen  our  interest  happens  to  he  different  from  prosecute  all  the  great  advantages  of  this  b»  * 
that  of  England,  our  kings,  who  muse  be  sup-  tation ; which,  like  a divine  influence,  tor* 
ported  by  the  riches  and  power  of  that  nation  all  to  good,  ns  the  waut  of  it  has  hitherto  pw* 
in  all  their  undertakings,  should  prefer  an  Eng-  soned  every  thing,  and  brought  all  to  ruin  1 
lish  interest  before  that  of  this  country.  It  is  shall  therefore  only  add  one  particular  nwrc. 
yet  less  strauge,  that  English  ministers  should  in  which  it  will  be  of  the  highest  advantac* 
advise  and  procure  the  advancement  of  such  this  nation.  We  all  know,  that  the  only**' 
persons  to  the  ministry  of  Scotland,  as  will  com-  of  enslaving  a people  is  by  keeping  up  a 
ply  with  their  measures  and  the  king’s  orders  ; ing  army;  that  by  standing  forces  all  Indies 
and  to  surmount  the  difficulties  they  may  meet  monarchies  have  been  destroyed,  without  tk® 
with  from  a true  Scots  interest,  that  places  and  none ; that  so  long  as  any  standing  forte* 
pensions  should  be  bestowed  upon  parliament  allowed  in  a nation,  pretexts  will  nwr  b 
men  and  others:  1 say,  these  things  are  so  far  wanting  to  increase  them;  that  princes  h»« 
from  wonder,  that  they  are  inevitable  in  the  never  suffered  militias  to  be  put  upon 
present  state  of  our  affairs.  But  I hope  they  good  foot,  lest  standing  forces  should 
likewise  shew  us,  that  we  ought  not  to  continue  unnecessary.  We  also  know  that  a good 
nny  longer  in  this  condition.  Now  this  limitn-  well  regulated  militia  is  of  so  great  import*** 
lion  is  advantageous  to  all.  The  prince  will  no  to  a notion,  ns  to  be  the  principal  part  of  d# 
more  be  put  upon  the  hardship  of  deciding  be-  constitution  of  any  free  government. 
tween  an  English  and  a Scots  interest;  nr  the  this  limitation,  the  nation  will  hare  a softer* 
difficulty  of  reconciling  what  lie  owes  to  each  power  to  render  their  militia  good  and  rtfa* 
notion,  in  consequence  of  lus  coronation  oath,  tual,  by  the  nomination  of  officers:  andif  ■* 
Even  English  ministers  will  no  longer  lie  under  would  send  a certain  proportion  of  ournuto  * 
the  temptation  of  meddling  in  Scots  affairs : nor  abroad  yearly,  tmd  relieve  them  from  ** 
the  ministers  of  this  kingdom,  together  with  a!l  time,  we  may  make  them  as  good  as  tbo?e  (< 
those  who  have  places  and  pensions,  be  nny  Switzerland  are;  and  much  more  able  to  ^ ( 
* more  subject  to  the  worst  of  nil  slavery.  But  if  fend  the  country,  than  any  inactive 

the  influences  I mentioned  before  shall  still  forces  can  be.  We  may  save  every  year  pa- 
continue,  what  will  any  other  limitation  avail  sums  of  money,  winch  are  now  evf*nddi<- 
u*?  what  shall  wc  be  the  better  for  our  Actcon-  maintain  a standing  arm?;  and  which  is  5^ 
oerning  the  power  of  War  and  Fence:  since  by  more,  run  no  hazard  of  losing  our  liberty  ty 
the  force  of  an  English  interest  and  influence,  them.  We  in  av  employ  a g renter  number  - 
wa  ennnot  tail  of  lit  ing  engaged  in  every  war,  officers  in  those  detachments,  than  we  da  a' 
and  neglected  in  every  peace  ? present  in  ail  our  forces  both  at  bo«*  ^ 


gle 


“By  this  limitation,  our  parliament  will  be- 
come the  most  oncorrupted  senate  of  all  £*- 
rope.  No  man  will  be  tempted  to  vote  agaiitf 
the  interest  of  his  country,  wbtn  bit  coot':* 
shall  have  all  the  bribes  in  her  own  banc- 
offices,  places,  pensions.  It  will  be  no  Loser 
necessarv  to  lose  one  half  ot  the  public  castor?, 
that  parliament-men  may  be  made  coliectcn 
We  will  not  desire  to  exclude  the  officer*  o: 
state  from  sitting  in  this  bouse,  when  the  c©i> 
try  shall  have  the  nomination  of  tbeai ; aoJ 
our  parliament?,  free  from  corruption,  cam,- 
fail  to  redress  all  our  grievances.  We  ffeai 
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jraad ; and  make  better  conditions  for  them 

those  countries  that  need  their  assistance, 
or  being  freed  from  the  influences  of  English 
juncils,  we  shall  certainly  look  better  than 
e ha\6  hitherto  done  to  the  terms  on  which 
e ruay  send  them  into  the  armies  either  of 
ngland  or  Holland;  and  not  permit  them  to 
; abused  so  many  different  ways,  as  to  the 
eat  reproach  of  the  nation  they  have  been, 
their  rank,  pay,  clothing,  arrears,  levy-money, 
jarten,  transport  ships  and  gratuities. 

“ Having  thus  shewn  some  of  the  great  nri- 
mtages  this  limitation  will  bring  to  the  nation 

0 which  every  one  of  you  will  be  able  to  add 
any  more)  that  it  is  not  only  consistent  with 
onareby,  but  even  with  an  absolute  monar- 
ly ; having  demonstrated  the  necessity  of 
ich  a condition  in  all  empires,  which  contain 
*veral  kingdoms  ; and  that  without  it  we  must 
»r  ever  continue  in  a dependence  upon  the 
ourt  of  England  ; in  the  name  of  God,  what 
inders  us  from  embracing  so  great  a blessing? 

1 it  because  her  majesty  will  refuse  the  royal 
ssent  to  this  act?  if  she  do,  sure  I ain,  such 
refusal  must  proceed  from  the  advice  of  Eng- 
sh  counsellors;  and  will  not  that  be  a de- 
lonstration  to  us,  that  after  her  majesty  and 
cirs  of  her  body,  we  must  nor,  cannot  any 
mger  continue  under  the  same  prince  with 
England  ? Shall  we  be  wanting  to  ourselves  ? 
✓an  her  majesty  give  her  assent  to  this  liinita- 
ion  upon  a successor  before  you  offer  it  to 
ier?  Is  she  at  liberty  to  give  us  satisfaction 
n this  point,  till  we  have  declared  to  England 
»y  a vote  of  this  house,  that  unless  we  obtain 
his  condition,  we  will  not  name  the  same  suc- 
essor  with  them  ? And  then  will  not  her 
najesty,  even  by  English  advice,  be  persuaded 

0 give  her  assent ; unless  her  counsellors  shall 
hiuk  fit  to  incur  the  heavy  imputation,  and 
un  the  dangerous  risk  of  dividing  these  nations 
or  ever  ? If  therefore  either  reason,  honour 
>r  conscience  have  any  influence  upon  us ; if 
»c  have  any  regard  either  to  ourselves  or  pos- 
erity ; if  there  be  any  such  thing  as  virtue, 
sappiness  or  reputation  in  this  world,  or  fell- 
'ity  in  a future  state,  let  me  adjure  you  by  all 
hese,  not  to  draw  upon  yours  Leads  everlast- 
ng  infamy,  attended  with  the  eternal  reproaches 
ind  anguish  of  an  evil  conscience,  by  making 
f ourselves  and  your  posterity  miserable.” 

The  following  Speeclies  by  Mr.  Fletcher, 
bciug  upon  the  same  subject,  are  inserted 
here,  though  not  in  the  order  of  time  in  which 
they  were  spoken  : 

“ My  Lord  Chancellor ; I am  sorry  to  hear 
what  has  been  just  now  spoken  from  the  throne. 

1 know  the  duty  I owe  to  her  majesty,  and  the 
respect  that  is  due  to  her  commissioner  ; and 
therefore  shall  speak  with  a just  regard  to  both. 
But  the  duty  I owe  to  my  country  obliges  me 
to  say,  that  what  we  have  now  heard  from  the 
throne,  must  of  necessity  proceed  from  English 
councils.  If  we  had  demanded  that  these  limi- 
tations should  take  place  during  the  life  of  her 
majesty,  or  of  the  heirs  of  her  body,  perhaps 


we  might  have  no  great  reason  to  complain, 
though  they  should  he  refused.  But  that  her 
majesty  should  prefer  the  prerogative  of  she 
Jtnuvvs  not  who,  to  the  happiness  of  the  whole 
people  of  Scotland  ; that  she  should  deny  her 
assent  to  such  conditions  of  government  ns  are 
not  limitations  upon  the  crown  of  Scotland, 
but  only  such  as  nro  absolutely  uecessury  to 
relieve  us  from  a subjection  to  the  court  of 
England,  must  proceed  from  English  councils: 
as  well  because  there  is  no  Scots  minister  now 
at  London,  as  because  I have  had  an  account, 
which  I believe  to  be  too  well  grounded,  that 
a letter  to  this  effect  has  been  sent  down  hither 
by  the  lord  treasurer  of  England,  not  many 
days  ago.  Besides,  all  men  who  have  lately 
heeu  at  London,  well  know,  that  nothing  ha* 
been  more  common,  than  to  see  Scots-incn  < »f  i he 
several  parties  addressing  themselves  to  Eng- 
lish ministers  about  Scots  affairs  ; and  even  to 
some  ladies  of  that  court,  whom  for  the  respect 
I bear  to  their  relations  I shall  not  name. 
Now,  whether  we  shall  continue  under  the  in- 
fluence and  subjection  of  the  English  court;  or 
whether  it  be  not  high  time  to  lay  before  l*cr 
majesty,  by  a vote  of  this  house,  the  conditions 
of  government  upon  which  we  will  receive  a 
successor,  I leave  to  the  wisdom  of  the  parlia- 
ment. This  I must  say,  that  to  tell  us  any 
thing  of  her  majesty’s  intentions  in  this  affair, 
before  we  have  presented  any  act  to  that  pur- 
pose for  the  royal  assent,  is  to  prejudge  the 
cause,  and  altogether  unparliamentaiy.  I will 
add,  that  nothing  has  ever  shewn  the  power 
and  force  of  English  councils  upon  our  affairs 
in  a more  eminent  manner  at  any  time,  since 
the  Union  of  the  crowns.  No  man  in  this 
house  is  more  convinced  of  the  great  advantage 
of  that  peace  which  both  nations  enjoy  by  liv- 
ing under  one  prince.  But  as  on  the  one 
hand,  some  men  for  private  ends,  and  in  order 
to  get  into  offices,  have  either  neglected  or  be- 
trayed the  interest  of  this  nation,  by  a mean 
compliance  with  the  English  court ; so  on  the 
other  side  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  we  hare 
been  but  indifferently  used  by  the  English 
nation.  I shall  not  insist  upon  the  affair  of 
Darien,  in  which,  by  their  means  and  influence 
chiefly,  we  suffered  so  great  a loss  both  in  men 
and  money,  as  to  put  us  almost  beyond  hope 
of  ever  having  any  considerable  trade ; and 
this  contrary  to  their  own  true  interest,  which 
now  appears  but  too  visibly.  I shall  not  go 
about  to  enumerate  instances  of  a provoking 
nature  in  other  matters,  but  keep  myself  pre- 
cisely to  the  thing  we  are  upon.  The  English 
nation  did,  some  time  past,  take  into  conside- 
ration the  nomination  of  a successor  to  that 
crown  ; an  affair  of  the  highest  importance, 
and  one  would  think  of  common  concernment 
to  both  kingdoms.  Did  they  ever  require 
our  concurrence?  Did  they  ever  desire  the 
late  king  to  cause  the  parliament  of  Scot- 
land to  meet,  in  order  to  take  our  advice  and 
consent  ? Wus  not  this  to  tell  us  plainly, 
that  we  ought  to  be  concluded  by  their  deter- 
minations, and  w ere  not  worthy  to  be  consulted 
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in  the  matter?  Indeed,  my  Lord  Chancellor,  ters  of  that  nation  took  a short  way  to  run.  is, 
considering  their  whole  carriage  in  this  affair,  by  concurring  with  their  inclinations  to  Cited 
and  the  broad  insinuations  we  have  now  heard,  the  prerogative  in  Scotland  ; and  the  gist 
that  we  arc  not  to  expect  her  majesty’s  assent  places  and  petisious  conferred  upon  Scots-o« 
to  any  limitations  on  a successor  (which  must  by  that  court,  made  them  to  be  willing  iftstr.- 
proceed  from  English  counsel)  and  considering  meats  iu  the  work.  From  that  time  this  mjwt 
we  cannot  propose  to  ourselves  any  other  relief  btgan  to  giveaway  their  privileges  oue  afcei  & 
from  that  servitude  we  lie  under  by  the  influ-  other,  though  they  then  stood  more  in  new  c 
cnee  of  that  court ; it  is  my  opiniou,  that  the  having  them  enlarged.  And  as  the  coL«tj.« 
house  come  to  a resolution,  ‘That  after  the  of  our  laws,  before  the  union  of  the  cro«nv»* 
* decease  of  her  majesty,  heirs  of  her  body  full  of  acts  to  secure  our  liberty,  those  l**?tm 
4 failing,  we  will  separate  our  crown  from  that  have  been  made  since  that  time,  are  dirccrec 
4 of  England.’  * chiefly  to  extend  the  prerogative.  Ai>d  uat 

we  might  not  know  what  rights  and  l&trza 
4t  My  Ixird  Chancellor ; That  there  should  were  still  ours,  nor  be  excited  by  the  roeatr? 
be  limitations  on  a successor,  in  order  to  take  of  what  our  ancestors  enjoyed,  to  recover  dove 
away  our  dependance  on  the  court  of  England,  we  hod  lost,  in  the  two  last  editions  of  <*raco 
if  boih  nations  should  have  the  sameking.no  of  parliament  the  most  considerable  b*s  is 
man  here  seems  to  oppose.  And  I think  very  the  liberty  of  the  subject  are  industrial 
few  will  be  of  opinion  that  such  limitations  designedly  left  out.  All  our  affairs  &r»ce  lie 
should  be  deferred  till  the  meeting  of  the  na-  union  of  the  crowus  have  been  managed  by  ti* 
tion’s  representatives,  upon  the  decease  of  her  advice  of  English  ministers,  and  the  pnoopd 
majesty.  For  if  the  successor  be  not  named  i offices  of  the  kingdom  filled  w ith  such  me»,» 
before  that  time,  every  one  will  be  so  earnest  ] the  court  of  England  knew  would  l*e  sobstm- 
to  promote  the  pretensions  of  the  person  he  , ent  to  their  designs:  by  which  means 
most  affect*-,  that  new  conditions  will  be  alto-  ] have  had  so  visihie  an  influence  upon  our«tufc 
getlier  forgotten,  ho  that  those  who  are  only  j administration,  that  we  bare  from  that  uivf1 
in  appearance  for  these  limitations,  and  in  rea-  peared  to  the  rest  of  the  world  more  hkeaac- 
lity  against  them,  endeavour  for  their  last  re-  quered  province,  than  a free  ndepohl 
fliget  to  mislead  well-meaning  men,  by  telling  1 people.  The  account  is  very  short : wiulstosr 
them,  that  it  is  not  advisable  to  put  them  into  princes  are  not  absolute  in  England,  ftr 
the  A«t  of  Sicurity,  as  well  for  fear  of  losing  ' must  be  influenced  by  that  nation:  our  nw- 
all,  as  because  they  will  be  more  conveniently  \ sters  must  follow  the  directions  of  the  prince 
plact  d in  a separate  act.  My  Lord  Chancellor,  ! or  lose  their  places,  and  our  places  and  pens) 

I would  fain  know  if  any  thing  can  be  more  ] w ill  be  distributed  according  to  the  inclination 
proper  m an  act  which  appoints  the  naming  and  of  a king  of  England,  so  long  as  a king  of  Eip 
manner  of  admitting  a successor,  than  the  con-  ; land  has  the  disposal  of  them  : neither  shallst* 
ditions  on  which  we  agree  to  receive  him.  I man  obtain  the  least  advancement,  who  refao 
would  know,  it  the  deferring  of  any  tiling,  at  a . to  vote  in  council  and  parliament  under  ;hf 
time  when  naturally  it  should  take  place,  be  i influence.  So  that  there  is  no  way  to  free  tw 
not  to  put  a slur  upon  it,  and  an  endeavour  to  j country  from  a ruinous  dependence  upon  tut 
defeat  it.  And  it  the  limitations  in  question  English  court,  unless  by  placing  thepo*er^ 
are  pretended  to  he  such  a burthen  in  the  act,  j conferring  offices  and  pensions  in  the  parki- 
ns to  hazard  the  loss  of  the  whole,  can  we  ex-  ment,  so  long  as  we  shall  have  the  same  !>'*£ 
pect  to  obtain  them  when  separated  from  the  with  England.  The  ancicut  kings  of  Scoti-uid, 
act?  Is  there  any  common  sense  in  this*  Let  j and  even  those  of  France,  had  not  the 
us  not  deceive  ourselves,  and  imagine  that  the  j of  conferring  the  chief  offices  of  state,  d»u*i» 
net  ot  103d,  docs  not  expire  immediately  after  ‘ each  of  them  had  only  one  kingdom  to  gotvrB, 
the  queen  and  heirs  ot  her  body  ; for  in  all  that  j and  that  the  difficulty  we  labour  under,  of  t*o 
net,  the  heirs  and  successors  of  his  late  majesty  ! kingdoms  which  lmvc  different  interests  gow* 
king  VY  illiam  are  always  restrained  and  speci-  j ed  by  the  same  king,  did  not  occur.  Btsdt*- 
fied  by  these  express  words,  according  to  the  j we  all  know  that  the  disposal  of  our  phen 
declaration  ot  the  estates,  dated  the  11th  of  j and  pensions  is  .so  considerable  a things* 
April  1689.  So  that  unless  we  make  a due  king  of  England,  that  several  of  our  prince, 
provision  by  some  new  law,  a dissolution  of  the  since  the  union  of  the  crowns,  have  «isl#dw 
government  will  ensue  immediately  upon  the  be  tree  from  the  trouble  of  deciding  bet*f*- 
ceath  of  her  majesty,  failing  heirs  of  her  body,  the  many  pretenders.  That  which  would  b*** 
Such  an  act  therefore  being  of  absolute  and  in-  given  them  ease,  will  five  ns  liberty,  and  ir»ke 
dispensible  necessity,  I am  of  opinion,  that  the  us  significant  to  the  common  interest  ot  both 
limitations  ought  to  be  inserted  therein  ns  the  nations.  Without  this,  it  is  impossible  U>  free 
only  proper  place  for  them  and  surest  way  to  us  from  a dependence  on  the  English  court;  dl 
obtain  them:  and  that  whoever  would  separate  other  remedies  and  conditions  of  gotemoeat 
them  does  not  so  much  desire  we  should  obtain  will  prove  ineffectual,  as  plainly  appears  fru® 
tne  act,  as  that  we  should  lose  the  limitations.”  the  nature  of  the  thing;  for  who  is  not  sensiW* 

««  at  r m tn^ucnce  of  places  and  pensions  upoo 

7 i r i '^'i;ince"or I When  our  kings  all  men  and  all  affairs?  If  our  ministers cofi* 
ccee  to  the  crown  of  England,  the  minis-  tinue  to  be  appointed  by  the  English  court, 


& 
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nation  may  not  be  permitted  to  dispose  of 
offices  and  places  of  tins  kingdom  to  bn- 
e the  English  bribery,  they  will  corrupt 
y thing  to  that  degree,  that  if  any  of  our 
• stand  in  their  way  they  will  get  them  re- 
e«h  Let  no  man  say,  that  it  cannot  he 
’erl  that  the  English  court  has  ever  bestow- 
ny  bribe  in  this  country.  For  they  bestow 
irtices  and  pensions ; they  bribe  us,  and  are 
ters  of  us  at  our  own  cost.  It  is  nothing 
an  English  interest  in  this  house,  that  those 
wish  well  to  our  country,  have  to  struggle 
i at  this  time.  We  inay,  if  we  please,  dream 
ther  remedies;  but  so  long  ns  Scots-men 
t go  to  the  English  court  to  obtain  offices 
rust  or  profit  in  this  kingdom,  those  offices 
always  be  managed  with  regard  to  the 
rt  and  interest  of  England,  though  to  the 
raying  of  the  interest  of  this  nation,  when- 
r it  conies  in  competition  with  that  of  Eug- 
J.  And  what  less  can  be  expected,  unless 
resolve  to  expect  miracles,  and  that  greedy, 
bitious,  and  for  the  most  part  necessitous 
i,  involved  in  great  debts,  burthened  with 
at  families,  and  having  great  titles  to  sup- 
t,  will  lay  down  their  places,  rather  than 
nply  with  an  English  interest  in  obedience 
:hc  prince’s  commands?  Now  to  find  Scots- 
n opposing  ibis,  and  willing  that  English 
listens  (for  this  is  the  case  ) should  have  the 
po^al  of  places  and  pensions  iu  Scotland, 
her  than  their  own  parliaimnt,  is  matter  of 
?at  astonishment;  but  that  it  should  be  so 
ich  as  a question  in  the  parliament,  is  nlto- 
lier  incomprehensible;  and  if  an  indifferent 
rson  w ere  to  judge,  he  would  certainly  say 
were  an  English  parliament.  Every  man 
ows  that  princes  give  places  and  pensions  by 
i influence  of  those  who  advise  them.  So 
it  the  question  comes  to  no  more  than,  whe- 
?r  this  nation  would  be  in  a belter  condition, 
in  conferring  our  places  and  pensions  the 
ince  should  he  determined  by  the  parliament 
Scotland,  or  by  the  ministers  of  a court,  that 
tke  it  their  interest  to  keep  us  low  and  miser- 
bie.  We  all  know  that  this  is  the  caose  of 
ir  poverty,  misery  and  dependence.  But 
? have  been  for  a long  time  so  poor,  so  mise- 
hle  and  depending,  that  we  have  neither 
>art  nor  courage,  though  we  want  not  the 
eans,  to  free  ourselves.” 

Mr.  Fletcher*  % Speeches  upon  the  I Vine  Act.] 
Ir.  Fletcher  of  Saltoun,  made  the  following 
pecches  upon  this  subject : 

44  My  Lord  Chancellor; — This  is  an  act  for 
•pealing  a law  made  in  the  year  1700,  which 
rohihits  the  importation  of  French  wines. 
Ve  were  then  in  peace  with  France,  and  are 
aw  in  a declared  war  against  them.  The 
rohibition  was  made  in  time  of  pence,  be- 
anse  the  French  laid  greater  impositions  upon 
•ur  trade  than  they  did  upon  other  nations : 
md  yet  'tis  desired,  that  French  wines  may  be 
roported  in  time  of  war ; though  not  only  the 
-line,  hut  new  burdens  are  laid  upon  our  mer- 
chandize in  France.  Tis  pretended  that  we 
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shall  not  trade  to  France  directly,  but  may  buy 
French  wines  from  certain  nations,  who  trade 
to  that  country  with  our  goods.  I will  allow 
all  this,  though  it  he  false ; bnt  where  is  the 
necessity  we  should  take  French  wines  from 
those  nations  for  our  commodities?  Have  they 
not  copper,  iron,  pitch,  tar,  hemp,  flax,  and 
timber  for  building  of  ships  and  other  uses, 
which  we  need  ? or  if  our  consuniption  of  these 
things  will  not  answer  the  value  of  those  goods 
they  take  of  us,  may  we  not  export  the  over- 
plus to  other  parts  ? Since  therefore  the  same, 
or  greater  impositions  continue  still  upon  our 
merchandize  iu  France,  so  as  we  cannot  get  of 
those  neutral  nations  so  high  a price  for  our 
goods,  as  if  the  impositions  in  France  were 
taken  off,  the  reason  of  the  law  made  in  1700 
still  remains.  And  if  we  had  sufficient  cause 
to  prohibit  the  importation  of  French  wines 
by  our  own  ships  in  time  of  peace,  shall  we 
purchase  French  wines  from  other  nations  in 
time  of  war?  The  French  would  not  receive 
our  goods  in  time  of  peace,  upon  equal  terms 
with  those  of  other  nations,  which  obliged  us 
to  forbid  their  wines  : shall  we  now  take  them 
at  a double  value  in  time  of  war  ? or  are  we 
become  greater  friends  to  France  now  in  a 
time  of  open  war,  than  we  were  before  in  time 
of  pence  ? Something  might  be  said,  if  no  wines 
were  to  be  found  in  Portugal  or  Italy.  But 
it  seems  no  wine  will  please  us,  but  that  of  a 
country,  against  which  we  are  in  actual  war, 
and  which  uses  us  ill  both  in  peace  and  war. 
One  would  have  thought  that  the  past  services 
of  a nation,  which  has  more  than  once  saved 
that  base  people  from  ruin,  might  have  obliged 
them  to  a more  favourable  usage  of  us.  But 
the  world  will  say,  we  are  yet  a baser  people 
than  they,  if  whilst  they  continue  to  suppress 
our  trade,  we  repeal  a law,  for  which  we  have 
now  more  and  better  reasons  than  when  we 
made  it.  To  repeal  such  a law  in  time  of  war, 
will  sound  admirably  well  in  England  and 
Holland  : since  it  is  no  less  than  a direct  breach 
of  our  alliance  with  those  nations;  a formal 
renunciation  of  any  advantages  we  may  pre- 
tend in  a treaty  of  peace,  and  exactly  calcu- 
lated to  inform  the  world  of  the  inclinations  of 
our  ministers.  If  we  would  trade  to  Portugal 
and  Italy,  we  should  have  the  benefit  of  the 
English  and  Dutch  convoys.  We  might  trade 
in  our  own  ships,  not  in  Swedes,  Danes,  and 
Hamburghers,  to  the  ruin  of  our  navigation. 
For  if  they  drive  our  trade  for  us,  we  may  in- 
deed burn  our  ships  and  plow  our  towns,  as 
has  been  told  us.  And  therefore  I move  that 
this  act,  as  prejudicial  to  our  trade  aud  navi- 
gation, and  highly  injurious  to  the  honour  of 
the  nation,  may  be  thrown  out.” 

“ My  Lord  Chancellor  ; — One  would  think 
that  of  all  men  lawgivers  should  he  of  the  most 
undoubted  probity,  and  that  selfish  ends  and 
disingenuity  should  have  no  place  in  tbeir  as- 
semblies. For  if  those  who  give  laws  to  other 
men,  have  not  the  good  of  the  nations  they 
govern  in  view,  but  arc  ready  to  sacrifice 
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every  thing  to  their  own  private  interest,  such 
a scandalous  conduct  must  be  of  the  last  con- 
sequence to  a government,  by  alienating  the 
affections  of  the  people  from  those  w ho  shall 
be  found  guilty  of  such  practices.  My  Lord, 
no  man  in  this  house  can  be  ignorant,  that 
this  act  will  not  only  open  a trade  and  corres- 
pondence with  France,  contrary  to  the  decla- 
ration of  war,  and  our  own  standing  laws ; 
but  that  the  design  of  those  who  promote  the 
passing  of  this  act  is  to  have  a trade  directly 
with  France.  It  is  known  that  Scots  ships  are 
already  loading  wines  at  Bordeaux  for  this 
kingdom  ; and  that  a French  factor  is  already 
arrived  in  this  city.  Besides,  it  is  notorious, 
that  a ship  belonging  to  this  port,  and  freighted 
with  wines  from  France,  is  now  lying  in 
Queensferry-road,  not  eight  miles  from  this 
place.  She  pretends  indeed  to  be  a Dane, 
because  sbe  came  last  from  Norway  ; whither 
she  was  sent  for  no  other  reason  than  that  sbe 
came  too  soon  upon  this  coast.  This  ship  has  an 
officer  and  divers  seamen  on  hoard,  sent  from 
one  of  our  frigates  for  her  guard,  who  have  ab- 
solutely refused  to  permit  the  persons  that 
were  impowered  by  the  admiralty  to  examine 
her,  unless  they  should  produce  an  order  from 
the  captain  of  the  frigate,  or  from  your  lordship. 
And  as  if  our  act  for  the  prohibition  of  French 
wines  were  already  repealed,  and  our  collec- 
tors, no  less  than  our  former  kings,  might  dis- 
pense with  the  laws  ; another  ship  loaden  with 
the  wines  of  that  country  has  been  brought 
into  the  Clyde,  and  her  lading  into  the  city  of 
Glasgow,  during  this  session,  in  contempt  of 
the  law  and  the  authority  of  the  parliament. 
All  this,  and  much  more  of  the  same  kind,  is 
well  known  to  those  who  are  in  the  administra- 
tion, and  seem  not  to  think  it  their  business  to 
take  notice  of  such  practices.  But  I hope  this 
house  will  not  overlook  these  gross  mismanage- 
ments ; and  since  the  executive  part  of  the 
government  is  arrived  to  that  state,  tlmt  hardly 
any  law  is  put  in  execution,  the  parliament, 
according  to  the  many  precedents  we  have  in 
our  acts,  will  give  order  for  a better  administra- 
tion iu  time  to  come,  and  take  effectual  care 
that  those  who  are  placed  in  the  highest  trusts, 
shall  see  the  laws  duly  executed ; especially 
your  lordship,  who  during  the  intervals  of  par- 
liament, as  the  principal  person  in  the  govern- 
ment, ought  to  be  answerable  to  the  natiou  for 
their  due  execution.  Now  the  great  argument 
which  is  used  for  allowing  the  importation  of 
French  wines  is,  that  we  shall  certainly  have 
the  wines  of  that  country,  though  very  bad  and 
very  dear,  if  the  prohibition  be  continued. 
Which  is  only  to  say,  we  have  no  government 
among  us.  Two  good  laws  were  made  in  the 
year  1700.  One  against  the  exportation  of 
our  wool,  the  other  against  the  importation  of 
French  wines;  the  first  to  give  a being  to  a 
woollen  manufacture  in  this  kingdom,  the  latter 
to  vindicate  our  trade  against  the  impositions 
of  France.  We  have  already  rendered  the 
one  ineffectual,  to  the  ruin  ofj'our  woollen  ma- 
nufacture; Shall  we  now  repeal  the  other? 
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Shall  we  semi  them  our  wool,  and  bej  tbe 
wines,  and  oblige  them  doubly  for  border 
and  oppressing  us  in  our  trade  ? It  is  pretest 
that  the  customs  arising  from  the  import*:;* 
of  French  wines  must  serve  to  pay  thecin.U, 
because  the  former  duties  are  fallen  one  hair; 
the  usual  value.  A very  cogent  aiguoaent  a- 
deed!  when  we  know  that  the  custoua  fcre 
been  taken  from  the  farmers,  only  in  order  & 
bestow  the  collectors  places  upon  parlurar:- 
men.  Shall  we  tnake  good  such  funds  u xx 
exhausted,  by  bribing  men  to  betray  our  c- 
berty  ? If  any  justice  were  to  be  found  j Aa 
nation,  the  advisers  of  these  things  bad  bag ; 
since  been  brought  to  a scaffold.  But  tstbet 
is  no  crime  under  heaven  more  uxuwn, 
more  treacherous,  and  more  destructive  t?  & 1 
very  nature  of  our  government,  than  that  £>; 
bribing  parliaments,'  so  there  is  nothin  acre 
common  and  barefaced : and  I think  t) so* 
sion  should  have  been  opened  by  puqpag  A* 
house  from  such  corrupted  members;  *bc 
if  we  had  done,  we  had  not  met  with 
difficulties  and  obstructions  of  the  puli.:  *#■ 
vice.  But  I hope  we  shall  not  be  so  r«n^  - 
the  future.  And  for  the  present,  my 
chancellor,  I move,  That  this  act  for  uLa; 
off  the  prohibition  of  French  wines,  as  a dc5Jp 
of  the  blackest  nature,  hurtful  and  ignnnus 
to  the  nation,  and  highly  reflecting  on  oar  “ 
nisters  and  administration,  may  be  thrown  uu.' 

Afr.  Fletcher  $ Speech  on  the  Act  for  a Sif 
p/y.]  Mr.  Fletcher  said  : 

“ My  Lord  Chancellor  ; I am  not  sorprud 
to  find  an  Act  for  a Supply  brought  into  ta 
house  at  the  beginning  of  a session.  Ib** 
custom  has  for  u long  time  made  it  comers. 
But  I think  experience  might  teach  us, Ac. 
such  acts  should  be  the  last  of  every  sesM»;< 
or  lie  upou  the  table,  till  all  other  great  aia®; 
of  the  nation  be  finished,  and  then  only  grade: 
It  is  a strange  proposition  which  is  usually  csk  1 
in  this  house;  that  if  we  will  give  noaejv 
the  crown,  then  the  crown  will  give  us  gaff 
laws  : as  if  we  were  to  buy  good  laws  wi  c* 
crown,  and  pay  money  to  our  princes  ^ 
they  may  do  their  duty,  and  comply  «*£ 
their  coronation  oath.  And  yet  tku  h tek 
the  worst ; for  we  have  often  had  pm* 
inises  of  good  laws,  and  when  we  hare  pres 
the  sums  demanded,  those  promises  have  bet: 
broken,  and  the  nation  left  to  seek  a reoah ; 
which  is  not  to  be  found,  unless  we  obtain  tk 
laws  we  want,  before  we  give  a Supplj.  Acd 
if  this  be  a sufficient  reason  at  all  times  to  p<*s* 
pone  a money-act,  can  we  be  blamed  for 
so  at  this  time,  when  the  duty  we  owe  our  coco* 
try,  indispensably  obliges  us  to  provide  for  tk 
common  safety  in  case  of  an  event,  aitogeti^ 
out  of  our  power,  and  which  must  necessary 
dissolve  the  government,  unless  we  conua* 
and  secure  it  by  new  laws  ; I mean  the  <k*A 
of  her  majesty,  which  God  in  bis  mercy  lor* 
avert  ? I move  therefore,  that  the  house  woe« 
take  into  consideration  what  acts  are  ne&> 
•ary  to  secure  our  religion,  liberty,  and  tr*A 


vii]  APPENDIX,  N°  L— Parliament  of  Scotland.  [Ixxyiii 

*ase  of  the  said  event,  before  any  Act  of  of  Europe ; which  would  be  yet  much  better 
>ply,  or  other  business  whatever  be  brought  secured  by  your  slavery.  When  kiug  Charles 
> deliberation."  2 went  to  Dover,  and  the  French  king  came  to 

Calais,  gallantry  and  diversion  seemed  to  be 
Ifr.  Fletcher's  Speech , upon  the  State  of  the  the  only  business  of  the  two  courts.  It  was 
/ion.]  To  the  preceding  Speeches  of  Mr.  not  then  and  in  those  places  publicly  known 
tcher  we  shall  add  the  following,  which  was  that  there  was  a secret  treaty,  yet  you  not  only 
de  by  him  in  April,  1701.  suspected  one,  but  the  design  and  intention  of 

1 Gentlemen  ; It  seeius  at  first  view  bard  to  it  also ; and  your  suspicions  were  found  to  be 
ermine,  whether  you  would  be  more  obliged  well  grounded.  Now  though  two  great  armies 
one  who  should  persuade  yon  of  the  misera-  have  been  witnesses  that  the  Marcschal  de 
and  irretrievable  condition,  into  which  you  Bouflers  and  earl  of  Portland  were  for  several 
precipitating  yourselves,  and  the  rest  of  days  imployed  in  making  a treaty,  and  sure  it 
rope  ; or  to  him,  who  after  you  are  con-  was  a secret  one,  since  none  of  you  yet  know 
ced,  should  shew  you  how  to  escape.  But  what  it  was,  you  have  not  to  this  day  taken  the 
it  is  n much  more  difficult  work  to  convince  least  notice  of  it.  But  can  any  man  suspect 
i of  the  true  state  of  your  affairs ; so  it  seems  the  minister  of  a prince,  who  is  said  to  have  re- 
have  this  advantage,  that  wlieu  you  know  jected  a crown,  and  that  of  no  contemptible 
if  danger,  the  frightful  and  terrible  circum-  country,  by  refusing  to  join  in  that  very  treaty 
ncesof  your  present  condition  will  certainly  of  Dover?  Can  he,  that  in  a private  condition 
ke  you  improve  every  opportunity,  and  lay  resisted  the  arts  of  France,  be  supposed,  now 
Id  upon  every  thing  that  may  in  the  least  he  is  master  of  three  kingdoms,  and  of  a power- 
itribute  to  save  you:  and  this  will  be  the  fill  state,  to  risk  them  all  at  once,  and  yield  to 
me  easy  for  you  to  do,  since  such  means  arc  those  arts  he  before  despised  ? To  this,  w hat- 
w in  your  power,  as  could  hardly  be  expect-  ever  other  answer  I could  give,  I shall  only  say 
on  the  like  occasiou  ; and  which,  if  you  at  present  that  we  have  always  hut  too  just 
iket,  you  have  resolved  your  own  ruin.  You  ground  to  suspect  all  secret  and  close  negotia- 
te formerly  convinced,  that  the  French  king  tions  with  France.  But  it  seems  you  thought 
is  a dangerous  neighbour,  powerful  and  vigi-  it  not  worth  your  inquiry,  whether  tliese  nego- 
it;  that  there  was  no  end  of  his  designs,  no  tiations  were  for  your  advantage  or  ruin.  You 
lying  on  his  treaties  ; that  he  could  corrupt  will  say,  what  ground  was  there  of  suspicion  ? 
l only  those  who  under  your  princes  had  the  for  nothing  appeared.  I say,  that  of  all  others 
inagement  of  public  affairs,  but  even  your  was  the  greatest.  But  who  was  it,  that  first  as 
iuces  themselves.  The  least  increase  of  his  commissionated,  and  after  as  embassador,  was 
iwer  at  sea,  every  inconsiderable  fort  taken  employed  to  treat?  Was  he  an  Englishman  ? 
him  in  Flanders,  alarmed  you  in  the  highest  And  how  were  the  plenipotentiaries  of  this  na- 
gree.  You  were  jealous  of  Ids  secret  treaties  tion  used  nt  the  formal  treaty  ? Were  they  not 
tb  your  princes,  and  so  industrious,  that  you  as  pageants  brought  iu  to  attend  the  show  ? Or 
^covered  one  in  which  the  abolition  of  parlia-  as  so  many  cyphers,  that  without  the  Dutch- 
ents,  and  suppression  of  your  liberties  were  men,  who  made  the  figure,  could  signify  no- 
.press!  y stipulated ; provided  England  would  thing  ? Yet  this  advantage  we  had,  that  the 
main  bis  ally,  and  not  oppose  the  designs  he  king  having  not  been  owned  till  the  conclusion 
td  formed  against  the  house  of  Austria,  and  the  of  the  treaty,  the  abandoning  of  the  Protestant 
st  of  Europe.  You  were  then  alarmed  that  no  religion  at  Keswick  cannot  with  any  colour 
»re  was  taken  of  the  Protestant  religion  of  justice  be  imputed  to  English  ministers, 
road,  and  begau  from  thence,  and  the  de-  but  only  to  the  plenipotentiaries  of  Holland  : 
lucberies  of  your  princes,  to  suspect  them  of  and  you  could  not  by  any  means  conceive 
dining  to  a*  religion  that  allows  men  to  live  1 or  entertain  the  least  suspicion  of  indi- 
, and  consecrates  the  arbitrary  power  of  kings.  | rect  dealing  in  the  private  treaty,  when  you 
ut  now,  as  if  there  were  not  the  least  ground  saw  yourselves  and  your  religion  so  fairly 
• suspect  any  of  these  things,  you  are  very  dealt  with  in  that  which  was  public.  Yet  xne- 
isy  : you  concur  with  the  designs  of  France  thinks,  the  abandoning  ofour  ancient  allies,  aiul 
id  the  court  in  every  thing.  France  is  too  entering  into  the  closest  and  most  entire  cor- 
^werful  to  be  opposed  ; you  are  too  poor,  responoence  with  France  that  has  ever  been 
nd  too  much  in  debt  to  make  war.  Yet  seen  between  the  two  courts,  ought  to  have 
ranee  has  seized  the  whole  Spanish  mo-  moved  you  a little,  and  made  you  doubtful  that 
■toby;  aud,  if  suffered  to  enjoy  it  quietly,  he  In  bargain  was  struck,  unless  you  can  think 
<ho, formerly  was  able  to  oppose,  may  here-  I France  uncapable  of  entering  into  anv  that 
fter  trample  on  the  rest  of  mankind.  It  is  no  may  be  to  your  disadvantage.  Here  indeed  I 
Niger  Conde,  Linck,  and  the  sluices  of  New-  I know  not  what  to  say  for  you  : and  the  best 
tort  he  pretends;  his  troops  till  Brussels,  Ant-  account  l cun  give  of  your  careless  iediffer- 
rerp,  and  the  Spanish  Gelderland.  Osfend  ence,  must  be  to  set  before  you  your  present 
tad  Newport  are  by  our  good  conduct  added  condition  ; which  yet  I fear  will  both  offend 
o Dunkirk,  in  order  to  receive  his  royal  fleets,  aud  terrify  you;  I wish  it  may  not  throw  you 
u»d  harbour  his  pirates,  who  are  to  enrich  into  despair.  But  such  distempers  are  only  to 
.hemseives  with  the  ruin  of  our  trade.  In  ihis  , he  cured  by  violent  remedies:  and  1 had  rather 
•Cate  vf  things  you  nre  for  preserving  (he  peace  venture  your  displeasure  in  doing  my  duty,  than 
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obtain  the  friendship  of  your  enemies  by  omit- 
ting it.  It  is  then  thus.  The  English  nation 
have  now  nothing  remaining  but  the  outward 
appearance  and  carcase,  as  I may  call  it,  of 
their  ancient  constitution.  The  spirit  and  soul 
is  fled.  Jealousy  for  public  liberty  is  vanished. 
The  court  has  so  often  renewed  the  same  arts, 
methods  and  councils,  and  so  often  made  trial 
of  the  several  parties  in  the  kingdom,  as  well 
as  of  the  alliance  of  France,  in  order  to  compass 
their  ends,  that  the  nation  begins  to  grow  weary 
of  opposing  the  same  things,  and  very  wisely 
thinks  there  can  lx?  no  danger  of  such  attempts 
as  have  so  often  failed.  Besides,  you  are  grown 
weary  of  that  old  and  antiquated  care  and  con- 
cernmeut  for  the  public  : or  at  least  have  given 
it  a new  and  better  turn.  Some  of  you  improv- 
ing your  morals,  which  are  so  necessary  for  the 
preservation  of  liberty,  in  constant  gaming,  as 
others  do  their  politics  and  skill  in  military 
matters  by  laying  wagers.  And  even  stock- 
jobbing  makes  you 'deeply  concerned  for  the 
public  affairs.  Long  sessions  of  parliament 
furnish  great  opportunities  of  knowing  the  in- 
terests of  the  several  parties;  by  which  you 
must  needs  know  that  of  the  nation,  since  the 
nation  is  made  up  of  parties.  And  the  court, 
by  frequent  shifting  from  one  party  to  another, 
has  forced  you  to  double  vour  attendance  upon 
them.  So  that  as  well  those  who  are  at  this 
time  to  go  off  the  guard,  as  those  who  are  com- 
ing on,  being  equally  willing,  the  one  to  conti- 
nue, and  the  other  to  enter  upon  duty,  the  court 
craftily  keeps  both  parties  under  arms,  whilst 
the  country  has  nothing  to  trust  to,  but  a weak, 
unpaid  and  disorderly  militia  party.  And  now 
I think  I have  sufficiently  shewn  the  causes  of 
our  present  indifference ; since  having  so  much 
usiness  at  home,  you  can  hardly  attend  to 
what  is  doing  abroad.  Vet  one  would  think 
that  a certain  affair  transacted  abroad,  in 
which  your  ministers  are  said  to  have  had  no 
small  part,  and  which  has  made  so  great  a 
noise  in  the  world,  might  deserve  a little  con- 
sideration, and  oblige  you  to  make  some  reflec- 
tion upou  the  motives  of  that  undertaking. 
Especially  since  it  is  of  so  extraordinary  a na- 
ture, as  to  be  the  first  of  the  kind,  and  like  to 
prove  of  such  consequence,  as  may  involve  the 
world  in  troubles  and  calamities,  w hich  per- 
haps may  be  of  equal  duration  with  its  frame. 
And  though,  as  a prodigious  comet,  it  has 
ularined  the  rest  of  the  world,  you  did  not  see 
it  ’till  of  late,  and  it  is  already  vanished  by  the 
shutting  of  your  eyes.  As  to  what  it  may 
portend,  you  think  it  ns  foolish  to  enquire,  as 
wise  men  do  to  attend  the  dreams  of  astrolo- 
gers. In  this  I wish  l could  defend  you;  but 
that  being  utterly  impossible,  there  remains 
nothing  to  be  done,  except  only  charitably  to 
undeceive  you,  and  shew,  if  y<<u  had  time  to 
spare  from  yonr  great  application  to  maintain 
the  interests  of  your  several  parties,  w hat  con- 
sequences you  must  necessarily  draw  from 
things  you  all  know  and  acknowledge.  By  this 
time  you  see  it  is  the  Partition-Treaty  I mean. 

I say  then  that  from  the  first  appearance  of 
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that  treaty,  it  was  not  only  evident,  hutforeatf 
by  thousands  even  of  the  most  orthuarx  ape 
city,  that  it  would  unavoidably  throw  ft* 
Spanish  monarchy  into  the  house  of  Bond**-'. 
If  some  men  of  more  penetration  did  kpfd 
so  far  to  refine,  as  to  put  any  other  ccostrac* 
tion  upon  the  treaty,  it  only  proceeded  fmo » 
charitable  opinion  they  had  taken  up.  tint  tie 
design  could  not  be  so  black,  as  it  b:«ssn>cr^ 
peared  by  the  conduct  of  most  of  the  pari 
turners,  ever  since  the  death  of  the  lx  i 
Spain:  which  has  demonstrated  to  ihenfai* 
with  what  intention  it  was  made.  Thr  «sr 
of  this  treaty  tells  us  of  preserving  the  p^aar of 
Europe  by  dismembering  t he  Spanish  nonaitky 
hut  the  spirit  throws  it  mtire  inio  the  family* 
Bourbon,  intails  an  endless  war  upon  Cbnsr- 
dotn,  breaks  the  balance,  which  has  pree.^ 
its  liberty  for  two  hundred  years,  and  inline 
sequently  banish  all  remains  of  freedom  tod 
civil  and  religions  from  among  men.  ThP 
treaty  like  an  alarum-bell  rung  over  all 
Pray  God  it  may  not  prove  to  you  a pwn*- 
bell.  Poor  helpless  Spain,  rather  than  dm* 
the  child,  chose  to  give  it  intire  to  the  lad*- 
to  whom  it  did  not  belong.  And  she  hast* 
it;  for  the  Solomon  who  commanded  todniv 
the  child,  did  it  not  in  order  to  do  justice.  I* 
stead  of  the  preservation  of  the  peace  sfE* 
rope,  for  no  great  mischief  was  ever  dear* 
but  piety  was  still  pretended,  Europe aros^ 
this  time  be  either  in  a posture  of  war,  ar4  ? 
consumed  by  taxes;  or  in  actual  war,  waste: 
by  bloodshed  and  rapine,  ’till  she  be  forced  s' 
bold  out  her  hands  to  the  shackles,  and  taka* 
to  a worse  condition.  These  are  the  flona 
works  of  such  governors  os  tlie  world  tN&t* 
they  cannot  lie  without ; perhaps  tno  trail  i 
mean  those  who  are  to  execute  God’s  jod*®6a 
upon  them.  It  is  evident  a treaty  was  ox* 
which  if  it  had  taken  effect  even  in  tbepte 
meaning  of  die  words,  had  broken  the  taban 
of  Europe,  and  destroyed  your  trade  in  tbt 
diterrnnean,  under  the  plausible  pretence  d 
avoiding  a greater  evil,  into  which  it  was  rs- 
trived  to  throw  you.  Vet  after  all,  jrm  & 
positively  resolved  to  rely  upon  the  fad  * 
those  who  contrived  and  concerted  tkfa®6 
obstinately  bent  to  continue  in  peace,  vhw  y- 
rest  of  Europe  are  to  make  the  last  pwii  £■' 
their  liberty.  As  those  who  are  marked  ck»i  fa 
ruin  are  first  bereft  of  understanding;  so  ** 
who  see  nothing  but  sham  upon  slum  plew 
upon  you,  seem  to  be  altogether  uncapabb  * 
making  the  least  reflection  to  what  end  d*! 
are  designed'. 

“ You  plainly  see  that  those  who  have  tke^ 
rcction  of  your  affairs,  have  broken  the  hah** 
of  Europe,  and  delivered  a great  partot  fa 
world  into  the  hands  of  France.  Vet  to  tba 
hour  it  cannot  enter  into  vour  heads  that  tfa 
was  done  for  any  end,  nor  can  you  allow  it  d* 
least  reflection.  It  is  true,  wise  men  low  & 
to  determine  suddenly  t you  take  yet  # »«* 
wav  not  to  mistake  in  your  deCfnatnafaf* 
which  is,  not  to  think.  It  is  cntnmonly  i 
that  in  this  world  nothing  is  to  be  had  tor** 
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ing:  but  yon  make  no  doubt,  that  almost  one 
Jf  of  the  world  may  bo  given  for  nothing. 
>e  proverb  I own  is  meant  of  money,  nud  of 
ivate  persons  : but  yon  are  of  opinion,  that 
mces  may  be  more  disinterested,  and  less 
se  ; or  at  least,  that  it  is  not  much  your  bnsi- 
ss  to  euquire  whether  it  be  so  or  not.  Be- 
les,  there  is  nothing  to  direct  you  in  an  en- 
liry  touching  this  whole  affair,  there  being  no 
anner  of  resemblance  between  this  treaty  and 
at  of  Dover.  For  though  the  French  king 
ts  n party  concerned  in  both ; yet  lie  is  now 
own  old,  and  would  willingly,  if  yon  permit, 
tss  the  rest  of  bis  days  in  peace,  and  only  ap- 
y himself  to  redress  the  disorders,  and  re- 
tire the  vigour  of  the  Spanish  monarchy.  The 
ndition  of  the  Duich  is  much  altered  since 
e Dover  treaty ; for  then  they  w ere  partition* 
I,  but  now  they  are  risen  to  tire  quality  of  par- 
loners.  And  we  are  in  absolute  security  that 
rtbing  can  he  stipulated  to  our  prejudice, 
ace  he  who  then  gloriously  refusing  a crown, 
Tike  the  measures  of  king  Charles  and  of 
ranee,  now  treats  for  us,  and  remains  still  as 
rnerously  disinterested  as  ever,  na  ndrantage 
jpearine  to  accrue  by  the  treaty  either  to  him 
' his.  So  that  the  Dover  treaty  affording  no 
rht  at  all  in  this  affair,  it  still  remains  an  iro- 
•netruble  mystery,  why  France  is  allowed  so 
any  rich  provinces  in  possession,  and  so  many 
. reversion.  For  if  the  duke  of  Anjou  be  any 
iore  than  a viceroy,  it  is  in  the  power  of  Ins 
-andfather  to  make  him  less,  and  dispose  of 
int  and  his  dominions  at  pleasure.  But  I hare 
mad  the  secret.  You  will  say,  pray  what  is 
1 What  you  might  have  fount!  out  as  well  as 
, if  you  had  any  goodness  in  you.  It  was  the 
ious  design  of  preserving  the  pence  of  Europe, 
□ which  you  see  tlie  whole  treaty  is  founded, 
ou  will  answer ; all  the  world  knows  this  as  well 
s you.  Ay  ; but.yon  do  not  sufficiently  reflect 
pon  the  eminent  degree  of  that  piety  so  clearly 
emonstrated  ina  perfect  resignation  of  all  that 
re  world  calls  honour  and  security,  in  order  to 
untinue  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  poor  people 
t'Europe.  This  was  the  thing  that  made  us 
rst  sacrifice  the  balance  of  Christendom,  to- 
ether  with  a considerable  part  of  our  trade. 

I (lev  which,  when,  by  the  perfidiousness  of  our 
ew  allies,  this  treaty,  that  had  cost  ns  such  a 
acrifice  to  obtain,  was  impudently  broken  to 
he  ruin  of  the  balance,  and  putting  ourselves 
nd  ancient  allies  into  the  most  imminent  don- 
ers, we  look  so  high  an  affront,  so  irreparable 
at  injury  with  such  an  nbsolute  resignation,  and 
xemplary  patience,  as  neither  by  word  or  deed 
o shew  the  least  mark  of  resentment.  But 
ike  true  Christians,  that  we  might  do  gSod  to 
hose  who  used  us  despitefolly,  and  by  ways  of 
neekness  and  condescension,  bring  them  back 
» a sense  of  what  they  owe  to  us,  we  delayed 
the  calling  of  the  great  council  of  the  natiun, 
fill  they  hud  sent  the  new  king  to  his  kingdom, 
and  put  themselves  into  a posture  of  seizing 
Milan  and  Flanders,  which  they  have  since  ef- 
fected. And  now  we  are  so  moderate,  to  ask 
only  a most  inconsiderable  or  rather  ridiculous 
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security : perhaps  because  the  French  king  is 
now  become  more  solrent.  Truly,  if  we  de- 
sign not  to  enter  into  a war  we  need  not  be 
nice  upon  any  security ; for  all  securities  are 
alike,  if  France  be  permitted  to  increase  in 
power.  As  to  the  security  of  a fleet,  1 say, 
that  a people,  who  are  resolved  to  have  pence 
with  their  neighbours,  at  a time  u hen  it  is  highly 
the  interest  of  their  neighbours  to  keep  peace 
with  them,  stand  not  in  need  of  a fleet,  unless 
it  be  to  make  a war  of  taxes  upon  themselves. 
And  if  the  enemy  contrary  to  his  present  in- 
terest, should  unite  his  w hole  sen-force  to  at- 
tack us,  Such  a fleet  as  we  are  now  setting  out, 
is  exactly  calculated  to  receive  damage  and  af- 
front. But  peace,  cautionary  towns,  and  mo- 
derate fleets  will  secure  our  trade,  till  we  have 
freed  ourselves  from  debt,  and  are  grown  so 
rich,  that  we  can  make  war  when  we  please. 
That  is,  after  our  enemies  shall  have  disabled 
all  those  that  we  may  now  have  for  our  allies, 
and  be  at  leisure  to  deal  with  its  alone.  The 
honour  indeed  will  be  great  to  be  single  in  tha 
attack,  against  n power  that  has  baffled  the  rest 
of  the  world  : but  I fear  the  danger  will  be  no 
less;  for  they  always  go  hand  in  hand.  You’ll 
ask  perhaps,  what  one  would  have  the  nation 
do?  Both  houses  have  damned  the  treaty;  and 
some  considerable  men  may  possibly  be  punish- 
ed for  it.  I know  there  is  yet  more  done;  for 
by  excusing  the  late  chancellor,  the  blame  ia 
thrown  upon  the  king ; since  in  all  free  govern- 
ments, somebody  must  be  answerable  for  what- 
ever is  done  with  relation  to  the  public.  But 
hitherto  nothing  has  been  so  much  as  thought 
of  to  retrieve  us  from  that  ruin,  into  which  the 
treaty  throws  us.  This  is  that,  which  one 
might  justly  expect  from  the  nation  ; and  not 
that  they  should  content  themselves  with  rai- 
ling at  the  treaty,  whilst  they  are  allowing  and 
concurring  in  the  execution  of  the  real  and  per- 
nicious design  of  it.  Some  will  say;  let  the  em- 
perorand  the  Dutch  be  principals  in  this  war; 
we  who  formerly  were  at  the  greatest  ex- 
pense in  opposing  France,  will  now  be  acces- 
saries, and  come  in  when  we  think  fit  It  would 
seem  by  this  reasoning,  that  the  power  of  France 
is  diminished,  and  that  you  can  overtake  the 
growth  of  it  when  you  please.  Who  told  you 
that  the  Dutch,  if  they  find  themselves  aban- 
doned by  you  now,  will  not  for  the  sake  of  their 
trade  resolve  to  have  peace  at  any  rate  ? If 
the  emperor  be  abandoned  by  both,  is  nut  the 
business  at  an  end?  What  business?  All  op- 
position, by  which  the  French  maybe  hindered 
from  bringing  the  affairs  of  Spain  into  order, 
and  uniting  those  vast  dominions  to  their  em- 
pire. And  this  naturally  leads  me  again  to 
consider  what  return  may  be  es|>ec'ed  lor  the 
contrivance  and  execution  of  a treaty  so  infi- 
nitely advantageous  to  France.  For  whatever 
I have  said  before  of  a certain  piou-  design  ; 1 
fear  I shall  hardly  persuade  this  wicted  age 
of  it.  And  though  the  Heatheus  thought 
virtue  a sufficient  reward  tor  « self ; ye'  tire 
Christian  religion  with  more  truth  and  solidity 
has  accompanied  it  with  other  advantages.  £f 

(FJ 
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then  the  dominions  accruing  to  France  by  this 
treaty,  may  justly  be  accounted  the  greatest  that 
ever  were  procured  tor  any  nation,  the  returns 
ought  certainly  to  be  the  greatest  that  can  be 
made;  or  such  as  the  benefactor  puts  the  high- 
est value  upon.  You’ll  say,  'tis  hard  to  judge 
of  them  ; and  that  if  I would  insinuate  any 
thing  by  the  mention  I made  of  the  Dover 
treaty,  the  insinuation  is  ridiculous  in  a weakly 
man,  without  any  probability  of  issue.  I an- 
swer, it  there  should  he  such  a tendency,  I 
hope  you  do  not  take  it  for  a virtuous  inclina- 
tion, and  consequently  ought  to  judge  of  it  by 
the  temper  of  the  person,  and  the  unreason- 
ableness of  every  vicious  disorder  of  the  mind. 
No  well-natured,  generous,  unthinking  people, 
can  ever  penetrate  the  thoughts  of  a designing 
man.  Does  not  an  old  miser,  even  though  he 
want  issue,  increase  in  covetousness  to  the  last 
hour  of  his  life  ? Is  ambition  a less  passion  than 
avarice  ? Is  not  the  conquest  of  free  men  more 
noble  than  that  of  slaves?  Did  ever  any  hero 
refuse  to  die  in  a great  battle  in  which  king- 
doms and  powerful  states  were  to  fall  with  him, 
and  serve  for  trophies  to  his  hearse?  But  I 
will  shew  you  the  thing  in  another  view,  which 
perhaps  will  suit  better  with  your  temper  and 
disposition.  You  all  say,  every  prince  would 
be  absolute ; and  this  inclination  you  think  so 
agreeable  to  the  nature  of  man,  that  no  one 
cau  be  without  it.  And  indeed  it  would  he 
strange  you  should  trust  them  with  so  much 
power,  under  the  greatest  temptations  of  em- 
ploying it  that  way,  if  you  thought  it  a great 
crime  to  do  so.  Besides,  ’tis  not  their  interest 
to  use  arbitrary  power  cruelly.  And  you  do 
not  know  what  condition  a prince,  who  in 
order  to  good  designs  should  obtain  it,  might 
at  his  death  leave  you  : perhaps  in  greater  li- 
berty than  you  ever  enjoyed.  If  then  pursuant 

to  these  or  the  like  thoughts  his  M should 

Lave  judged  that  the  monarchy  of  Spain  will 
prove  a burden  to  the  French,  and  rather 
weaken  than  strengthen  them;  by  exhausting 
their  treasures  and  men  in  defending  and  re- 
peopling  those  countries:  If  he  should  have 
considered,  that  nothing  can  so  effectually  op- 
pose the  grentand  growing  power  of  France,  os 
the  united  and  neighbouring  force  of  England 
and  Holland ; countries  abounding  in  people, 
riches,  and  store  of  shipping;  provided  that  force 
were  upon  a right  foot,  as  well  in  respect  to 
secrecy,  as  the  unanimity  of  counsel  and  com- 
mand, flowing  lrom  an  unjarring  direction,  uot 

subject  to  the  storms  of  a II of  C or 

the  capricio's  of  a free  people,  little  conversant 
in  foreign  affairs ; (whicli  you  will  allow  to  be 
a very  natural  thought  in  a prince.)  I say,  if 

upon  these  considerations,  the  K seeing 

the  confederacy  falling  to  pieces,  and  open 
force  ineffectual,  proposed  to  himself,  in  order 
to  obtain  an  advantageous  peace,  and  lay  a 
sure  foundation  for  the  destruction  of  France, 
to  blind  them  with  the  ruinous  phantom  of 
Spam,  and  promise  to  enter  into  any  measures 
they  should  propose,  in  order  to  deliver  it  to 
tnctn,  m case  they  would  assist  him  to  establish 
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himself  both  here  and  in  Holland.  Was  u 
design  so  criminal  ? Or  could  France  do  1b 
for  such  a benefactor  ? I am  afraid.  I bin 
put  such  a mask  of  innocence  on  tbi?  a si:, 
that  you  will  begin  to  like  it.  And  in  an«£. 
when  divisions  and  exchanges  of  countries  r* 
so  frequently  mentioned,  who  knows,  whelk; 
the  agreement  may  not  be,  to  unite  the 
seventeen  provinces  to  the  crown  of  Eagkii, 
and  in  lieu  of  them  to  give  the  kingdom  ot  Por- 
tugal to  Spain,  which  is  a country  as  mq 
more  convenient  for  Spain  than  Flanders,  a 
accession  of  strength  is  more  advantage-^ 
than  ruin.  What  a glorious  government  waali 
the  three  kingdoms  and  the  seventeen  pro- 
vinces be  ? Might  they  not,  when  muted  u> 
deronc  w ise  and  absolute  prince  (for  peoples 
such  different  tempers,  and  so  emulous  t 
each  other  in  trade,  seem  necessarily  u 
quire  it)  bid  defiance  not  ouly  to  France,  tot 
to  the  world?  Might  they  not  for  ever 
blish  in  themselves  the  empire  of  the  sea,«sk 
an  entire  monopoly  of  trade  ; especially  - * 
should  please  him  to  crown  all  his  other  ac- 
tions, by  leaviog  them  possessed  of  such  is*> 
cities  as  might  secure  the  continuation  of  tbes 
trade  for  ever  ? Is  there,  after  all,  such»pr> 
bable  way  of  resisting  the  power  of  Franc* 
Or  is  it  not  the  only  way  of  saving  both 
our  religion,  which  is  our  main  concern? 
being  men  of  understanding,  I resolve  to  1cm 
it  thus  with  you,  though  you  should  think  nci 
courtier.  For  according  to  the  judgment  yat 
shall  make  of  what  L have  said,  it  «ill  appea* 
whether  it  be  possible  to  save  you  or  not,  ltd 
consequently  whether  it  be  to  any  purpose  U 
give  you  or  myself  any  farther  trouble. 

1701. 

July  0,  1704.  The  Parliament  of  Scoth& 
met  at  Edinburgh,  and  her  Majesty’s  Conner* 
sion  to  the  right  honourable  die  ounjua 
Tweedale,  for  representing  her  royal  person  » 
this  session  of  parliament,  was  read  by  the 
Clerk-Register,  and  ordered  to  be  recorded.  ^ 

The  Queen  $ Letter  tolhcScotish  Parlmmr^^ 
July  11.  They  met  again,  and  her  Majesty* 
Letter  was  presented  by  his  grace  the  W 
High  Commissioner,  which  follows  in  this  MB' 
ner : 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen;  Nothing  k* 
troubled  us  more  since  our  accession  tJ 
crowns  of  these  realms,  than  the  unsettled  suit 
of  affairs  in  that  our  ancient  kingdom.—"* 
hoped,  that  the  foundations  of  the  diAierences 
and  animosities  that,  to  our  great  regret,  ** 
disco%ered  among  you,  did  not  lie  so  deep,  hit 
that  by  the  methods  we  have  proceeded  A 
they  might  have  been  removed. — Bat,  ntf***1 
of  success  in  our  endeavours,  the  rent  is  becoax 
wide ; nay,  divisions  have  proceeded  to  **■* 
height,  as  to  prove  matter  of  eucourageme*51  u 
our  enemies  beyond  sea,  to  employ  their  em* 
saries  among  you,  in  order  to  debauch  our  f00- 
subjects  from  their  allegiance,  and  to  rendt 
that  our  antieut  kingdom  a scene  ofbioed a?5- 
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sorder,  merely  (as  they  speak)  to  make  you 
rve  for  a diversion. — But  we  are  willing  to 
ipe,  that  none  of  our  subjects,  but  such  as 
?re  obnoxious  to  the  laws  for  their  crimes,  or 
en  of  low  nml  desperate  fortunes,  or  that  are 
herwise  inconsiderable,  have  given  ear  to 
ch  pernicious  contrivances.  And  we  have 
» reason  to  doubt  of  the  assurances  given  us 
' those  now  entrusted  with  oar  authority,  that 
ey  will  use  their  utmost  endeavours  lo  con- 
ace  our  people  of  the  advantages  and  necessi- 
of  the  present  measures : for  we  have  al- 
\ys  been  inclined  to  believe,  that  the  late 
istake  did  not  proceed  from  any  want  of  duty 
id  respect  to  us,  but  only  from  different  opi- 
ons  as  to  measures  of  government. — This  be- 
g the  case,  we  are  resolved,  for  the  full  con* 
ntinent  and  satisfaction  of  our  people,  fto 
ant  whatever  can  in  reason  be  demanded,  for 
ctifying  of  abuses,  and  quieting  the  minds  of 
l our  good  subjects. — In  order  to  this,  we 
ife  named  the  marquis  of  Tweedale  our  Com- 
issioner,  he  being  a person  of  whose  capacity 
id  probity,  or  qualifications  and  dispositions 
serve  us  and  the  country,  neither  we  nor  you 
in  have  any  doubt.  And  we  have  fully  em- 
>wered  him,  to  give  you  unquestionable  proofs 
our  resolution  to  maintain  the  government 
>th  in  church  and  state,  as  by  law  established, 
that  our  kingdom ; and  to  consent  to  such 
ws  as  shall  he  found  wanting  for  the  further 
curity  of  both,  and  preventing  all  encroach- 
ienis  on  the  same  for  the  future. — Thus,  hav- 
g done  our  part,  we  are  persuaded  that  you 
ill  not  fail  to  do  yours,  but  will  lay  hold  on 
iis  opportunity,  to  shew  to  the  world  the  sin- 
srity  of  the  professions  made  to  us,  and  that  it 
as  the  true  love  of  your  country,  and  the 
ruse  of  your  duty  to  it,  and  therefore  not  the 
an:  of  duty  to  us,  (for  we  shall  always  reckon 
>ese  two  inconsistent)  that  was  at  the  bottom 
f the  late  misunderstandings. — The  main  thing 
lat  we  recommend  to  you,  and  which  we  re- 
omroend  to  you  with  all  the  earnestness  we 
rc  capable  of,  is  the  settling  the  succession  in 
le  Protestant  line,  as  that  which  is  absolutely 
ecessary  for  your  own  peace  and  happiness, 
i well  as  your  quiet  ana  security  in  all  our  do- 
linions,  and  for  the  reputation  of  our  affairs 
broad;  and  consequently  for  the  strengthen- 
ig  the  Protestant  interest  every  where. — This 
as  been  our  fixed  Judgment  and  resolution 
ver  since  we  came  to  the  crown  ; and  though 
itberto  opportunities  have  not  answered  our 
itention,  matters  are  now  come  to  that  pass, 
y the  undoubted  evidence  of  the  designs  of  our 
nemies,  that  a longer  delay  of  settling  the  sue- 
ession  in  the  Protestant  line,  may  have  very 
iangerou9  consequences:  and  a disappoint- 
aent  of  it  would  infallibly  make  that  our  king- 
lora  the  seat  of  wnr,  and  expose  it  to  a devas- 
ation  and  ruin. — As  to  terms  and  conditions  of 
;overnment,  with  regard  to  the  succession,  we 
mve  empowered  our  Commissioner  to  give  the 
oyal  assent  to  whatever  can  in  reason  be  de- 
nanded,  and  is  in  our  power  to  grant,  for  se- 
nding the  sovereignty  and  liberties  of  that  our 


ancient  kingdom. — We  are  now  in  a war,  which 
makes  it  necessary  to  provide  for  the  defence 
of  the  kingdom,  the  time  of  the  funds  that  were 
lately  given  for  maintenance  of  the  land-forces 
being  expired,  and  the  said  funds  exhausted, 
provision  ought  also  to  be  made  for  supplying 
the  magazines  with  arms  and  ammunition,  aud 
repairing  the  forts  and  castles,  and  for  the  charge 
of  the  frigates,  that  prove  so  useful  for  guarding 
the  coasts. — We  earnest  recommend  to  you 
whatever  may  contribute  to  the  advancement 
of  true  piety,  and  the  discouragement  of  vice 
and  immorality ; and  we  doubt  not  but  you 
will  take  care  to  encourage  trade,  and  to  im- 
prove the  product  and  manufactories  of  the  na- 
tion: In  all  which,  and  everything  else  that 
can  be  for  the  good  and  happiness  of  our  people, 
you  shall  have  our  hearty  and  ready  concurrence. 
We  shall  only  add,  that  unanimity  and  mode- 
ration in  all  your  proceedings  will  be  of  great 
use,  for  bringing  to  a happy  issue  the  important 
affairs  that  we  have  laid  before  you,  and  will 
also  be  acceptable  to  us;  So  we  bid  you  hearti- 
ly farewell. — Given  at  our  Court  at  Windsor 
Castle,  the  25th  day  of  June,  1704.  And  of 
our  reign  the  third  year.’* 

The  Lord  High  Commissioner's  Speech.]  This 
done,  her  Majesty’s  High  Commissioner  made 
the  following  Speech : 

u My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ; Y ou  have  heard 
the  queen's  gracious  Letter;  her  Majesry 
therein  expresses  such  a concern  for  the  good 
and  w elfare  of  this  nation,  and  gives  such  un- 
questionable proofs  of  it,  as  prevents  even  your 
wishes.  I do  not  in  the  least  doubt,  but  when 
you  duly  consider  tlie  import  of  this  letter,  you 
will  be  all  of  the  same  mind  with  me,  that  it 
is  now  in  our  power  to  make  ourselves  and  our 
posterity  happy. — Such,  indeed,  are  her  Ma- 
jesty’s gracious  condescensions  tlmt,  in  order 
to  obtain  what  is  for  our  good,  we  need  only 
propose  it,  provided  you  do  it,  as  no  doubt 
you  will,  with  the  regard  and  deference  that 
are  due  to  so  gracious  a sovereign,  and  that  iu 
your  demands  you  keep  within  just  and  rea- 
sonable bounds,  and  ask  nothing  but  what  is  in 
her  Majesty’s  power  to  grant. — If  there  be 
any  thing  yet  wanting  for  the  better  securing 
our  Religion,  and  the  present  church  govern- 
ment, as  now  by  law  established : or  for  the 
suppressing  of  vice,  and  encouraging  of  virtue : 
if  any  grievances  to  be  redressed,  and  new 
laws  found  necessary,  as  I doubt  not  but  there 
will,  for  rectifying  of  abuses  crept  into  your 
constitution,  or  administration  of  the  govern- 
ment, or  any  part  of  it,  w hether  it  be  in  policy 
or  justice  ? or  for  removing  all  encroachments 
upon  the  sovereignty,  or  liberties  of  the  nation, 
and  the  securing  and  preserving  these  entire 
and  inviolable  to  ourselves  and  our  posterity  ; 
I am  fully  empowered  and  entrusted,  not  only 
in  these  matters,  to  give  you  what  reasonable 
satisfaction  yon  can  demand ; but  likewise  in 
any  tiling  that  may  be  proposed,  for  improving 
of  learning,  the  advancement  of  trade,  and 
encouraging  manufactories  : so  that,  ia  effect, 
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nothing  hath  escaped  her  Majesty’s  care,  tliat 
can  any  ways  contribute  to  make  you  a flou- 
rishing and  happy  people,  she  reckoning  the 
welfare,  peace  and  prosperity  of  her  subjects, 
the  only  nay  to  her  own  greatness  and  hap- 
piness.— And  yet,  ns  if  all  this  nere  loo  little 
her  Majesty  extend,  her  care  for  you  further, 
in  recommending  to  you,  as  you  bare  heard, 
the  settling  the  succession  in  the  protestaat 
line;  and  this  her  Majesty  recommends  to  you 
with  ail  die  earnestness  she  is  capable  of,  as  that 
which  is  absolutely  necessary  for  securing  to 
yourselves,  and  transmitting  to  your  posterity, 
your  religion  and  liberties,  or  whatever  else  you 
have  or  can  have  that  is  valuable.  Sure  her 
Majesty  can  have  no  concern  in  this,  hut  the 
interest  of  her  people,  which  does  so  evidently 
require  the  settling  of  the  succesioo,  and  the 
settling  of  it  at  this  time,  that,  I hope  no  true 
protestant,  and  lover  of  his  country,  will  when 
lie  hath  seriously  thought  on  it,  find  just  ground 
to  oppose  it. — Her  Majesty  having  thus  done 
her  part,  nod  in  a manner  so  good  and  gene- 
rous, and  evidently  disinterested,  it  remains 
that  we  fail  pot  to  do  ours,  by  letting  go 
this  great  opportunity,  (which,  if  now  lost, 
may  possibly  never  be  recovered)  to  deliver 
this  nation  from  the  inconveniences  and  hard- 
ships that  it  hath  laid  under  ever  since  the 
union  of  the  crowns,  and  which  of  late  have 
grown  heavier  upon  it. — Her  Majesty  hath 
also  recommended  to  you  the  supplies  that  are 
wanting  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  Iter 
letter,  which  I need  not  repeat ; for  sure  there 
are  none  here,  who  are  not  convinced  of  the 
necessity  of  them,  and  who  will  not  heartily 
concur  in  giving  of  them,  notwithstanding  the 
low  circumstances  the  country  is  in  at  present ; 
especially  seeing  her  Majesty  allows  you  to 
enquire  into  the  misapplications  of  formei  funds 
given  and  appropriated  by  parliament,  and  to 
take  such  a course  as  may  prevent  the  like  for 
the  future.— One  thing  more  I have  to  ndd,  and 
that  is  concerning  the  business  of  the  plot,  of 
which  so  great  noise  Imth  been  made  in  our  neigh- 
bour nation  : her  Majesty  hath  allowed  me  to 
acquaint  yon,  that  in  due  time  the  whole  matter 
shall  be  laid  before  you,  and  that  she  Imth  given 
the  necessary  orders  for  having  both  the  per- 
sons that  have  been  examined  in  England,  and 
the  papers  that  relate  to  that  affair,  sent  hither. 
Her  Majesty  doubts  not  but  your  enquiries  into 
that  plot,  or  any  other  practices  of  the  like 
nature,  will  end  in  your  laying  down  solid 
measures  for  preventing  of  them,  or  the  fatal 
consequences  of  them  in  time  to  come ; and  as 
to  nny  questions  or  contests  that  may  arise 
upon  sucii  enquiries  amongst  you,  her  Majesty 
hopes,  that  you  will  manage  them  with  nU  the 
temper  und  moderation  that  the  nature  of  the 
thing  will  allow. — My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
1 have  spoke  long  contrary  to  my  way  and . in- 
clination, and  therefore  I shall  only  ndd,  in  a 
word,  as  to  myself,  that  I am  very  sensible  of 
my , unfitness  for  so  great  a trust ; but  since 
such  is  her  Majesty’s  pleasure,  I will  do  my 
•est,  and  I shall  esteem  myself  very  happy,  if  I 
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can  any  ways  contribute  to  bring  matins  a 
any  settlement  in  this  uation.  It  is  a pm 
encouragement  to  me,  I must  ow  n it,  that  Its 
present  opportunity,  in  a manner,  enables  ei 
to  give,  at  the  same  lime,  the  greatest  pma 
that  I can  ever  hope  to  give  of  my  dirtj  la 
her  Majesty,  my  love  to  my  coantry,  and  aj 
respect  to  parliaments,  in  particular  to  tbub- 
uourable  meeting.’’ 

The  Lord  Chancellor's  Speech.]  Toe  lari 
High  Commissioner  having  done,  James,  ei 
of  Seafiehl,  Lord  High  Chancellor,  took  rit 
word,  and  spoke  to  this  effect: 

‘•My  Lords  and  Gentlemen;  i ou  Sec 
beard  her  Majesty's  most  gracious  letttr,  ad 
what  his  grace  my  Lord-ComamuuMt  uri 
been  pleased  to  add  ; which  do  folly  lay  tew 
ou  the  weighty  and  great  reason-,  he  »ki 
er  Majesty  hath  been  pleased  to  ally* to- 
gether at  this  time  ; and  you  must  all  b«  t» 
voiced,  that  the  chief  design  of  her  Majeqi 
government  is  to  advance  the  happioas  sal 
welfare  of  her  people,  and  to  protect  them  a 
the  full  potsessioa  and  cujoyment  of  the.:  a*- 
gion  and  civil  concerns. — Her  Majesty  4.0, 
with  a very  tender  and  affectionate  cooiav, 
lay  before  you  the  danger  of  divisions  sod  aw 
mosities ; and  recommends  to  you  to  etnjfo’ 
your  thoughts  for  promoting  »hati»  let  d* 
security  und  advantage  of  the  kingdom  its 
you  cannot  but  be  sensible,  that  our  dtrisoa 
must  encourage  our  enemies  abroad,  to  torn 
designs  to  disturb  the  peace  and  tranquilly  ■ 
now  enjoy  ; and  therefore  ye  will,  no  soul; 
make  use  of  this  opportunity  to  convince  >4 
that  this  notion  is  fixed  and  firm  in  their  bf 
elty  to  her  Majesty,  and  that  all  her  goes  ash- 
jects  will  constantly  support  her  goverooas.- 
Her  majesty  doth,  with  great  earoestoeu.  ie 
commend  the  settling  of  the  succession  » d» 
crown  in  the  protestant  line,  as  what  wixdd  ri 
the  surest  foundation  for  the  security  of  )<* 
religion  and  liberties,  and  will  conrnbotepnld 
to  the  adranceinent  of  the  protestant  umw* 
every  where ; and  this  being  of  so  great  c*» 
sequence,  it  is  nut  to  bo  doubted,  bat  dm  jw 
will  think  this  the  fit  opportunity  for  tits,  4 
under  your  consideration,  while  we  bave  -t 
advantage  of  being  convened  in  peace  eooo 
her  Majesty’s  protection,  and  can  delibuwe' 
consider  what  is  the  most  profitable  mee*  In 
the  future,  to  secure  and  preserve  ail  that  a 
valuable  to  us : usd,  for  your  farther  *««• 
rageroent,  you  haw  heard  iiow  l*r  Mi**1 
hath  given  lull  instructions  to  her  Ceaaauua*  c. 
to  grant  such  conditions  of  government, 
regard  to  the  successor,  as  con  reasoaailr  be 
demanded,  for  securing  of  the  savereiynti  «•* 
liberties  of  this  kingdom ; so  tliat  nothi*?  * 
wanting  on  her  Mnjesty’a  part,  thalimacrawt 
for  the  establishment  and  seenrity  of  li»*a 
tion.— You  know  that  her  Mnjeitj  is  easte- 
rn n most  just  and  necessary  war,  for  dede 
fence  of  the  liberties  of  Europe,  which  rib" 
it  necessary  that  supplies  lie  given  i">r  ou* 
taimng  the  forces,  for  repairing  lb*  fa0  rl 
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irrisoos,  for  providing  the  magazines  with 
-ms  and  ammunition,  and  for  maintaining  the 
igates,  which  hove  proved  so  useful  for  the 
isrding  of  jour  trade : all  these  being  so 
ainly  needful,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  but  that 
>u  will  readily  comply  therewith.  It  is  to  be 
gretted,  that  the  tuition  is  in  so  low  a condi- 
on ; but  what  tve  give  is  necessary  for  our 
»n  defence,  and  will  circulate  within  the 
ngdom  ; and  her  Majesty  doth  freely  allow 
' taking  inspection  of  the  funds  that  have  been 
ten  by  parliament,  and  appropriated  for  the 
jblic  use,  and  will  take  care,  that  what  shall 
• now  given  shall  be  duly  applied. — Her  Mi- 
sty  hath  given  frequent  assurances  of  her  re- 
'lutioii  to  maintain  the  established  government 
: (he  church,  and  bath  recommended  to  vou  to 
11  upon  effectual  means  for  discouraging  of 
ce  and  immorality,  and  for  encouraging  true 
letv  and  religion,  and  providing  for,  and  em- 
oytng  of  the  poor.  The  trade  of  the  kingdom 
nh  also  deserve  your  serious  consideration  ; 
ir  the  advancement  of  which,  and  improve- 
>ent  of  the  product  and  manufactories  of  the 
tngdotn,  her  Majesty  gives  you  assurance  of 
cr  reudy  concurrence. — My  Lord  Commis- 
oaer  has  acquainted  you,  that  the  Plot,  which 
ss  made  so  great  a noise  here,  and  in  our 
F.ightmur  nation,  shall  be  laid  before  you, 
itli  all  its  evidences:  and  it  is  not  to  be 
oubted,  hut  that  you  will  take  care  to  do 
terein  what  is  necessary  for  the  discouraging 
f bad  practices,  which  may  tend  to  disturb  the 
eace  and  quiet  of  this  kiugdom ; and  in  all 
<Hir  proceedings  in  this  matter,  that  you  will 
void  animosities,  and  make  it  your  principal 
are  to  provide  for  the  public  security  and 
eace. — My  Lords  and  Uenllemeu ; I shall 
onclude  with  recommending  to  you  again, 
le  serious  consideration  of  what  her  Majesty 
as  so  earnestly  recommended;  and  that  ye 
'ill  improve  this  opportunity,  which  God  hath 
iven  you  for  securiug  to  yourselves,  and  trans- 
sitting to  your  posterity  your  religion  and  li- 
erties,  which  will  certainly  be  for  your  honour 
nd  happiness,  and  will  render  you  equally 
cceptable  to  her  Majesty  and  to  all  her  sub- 
lets.” 

The  Perl  of  Crnmnrly’t  Speech.]  Lastly, 
Jeorge,  earl  of  Cromarty,  Lord  Secretary, 
poke  to  this  purpose: 

“ My  Lord  Chancellor ; Albeit  this  seat 
■herein  it  has  pleased  her  Majesty  to  place  me, 
nes  allow,  or  rather  oblige  me  to  say  some- 
hing  on  this  occasion,  yet  my  Lord  High  Com- 
tiisMoner,  and  my  Lord  Chancellor  have  said 
o fully,  ond  so  well,  as  I fear  what  I can  say 
vill  prove  a diminutive  adjection  : But  I shall 
peak  little,  and,  if  1 coil  remember,  I shall  not 
rpent.  My  lord,  should  all  her  servants  be 
lie  111,  ihe  actions,  ihe  sayings,  the  whole  tract 
>f  her  Majesty's  government,  and  the  happy 
iffecis  thereof  do  speak  loudly,  that  if  ever 
rince  or  sovereign  have  devoted  themselves  to 
_lod  and  their  country,  without  flattery  or  hy- 
lerboJc,  we  may  truly  sav,  that  our  most  gra- 
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rious  queen  hath : All  may  hear,  and  those 
who  have  the  honour  to  attend  her  Majesty 
may  see,  that  her  time,  her  care,  her  pleasure, 
her  leisure,  her  treasure,  yea,  her  very  health 
and  life,  are  sacrificed  every  day,  and  almost 
every  time  of  the  day,  to  actual  exercise  of  de- 
votion to  God,  or  administration  of  govern- 
ment to  her  people ; and  we  may  bless  God, 
that  by  liis  blessing  on  her  endeavours,  all  and 
every  one  of  her  subjects  do  participate  of  the 
fruits  of  the  royal  sacrifice:  Nay,  and  all  the 
best  pnrt  of  Europe  beside,  that  is  her  Majes- 
ty's confederates ; and  her  and  their  enemies  do 
find  with  grief  what  we  feel  with  satisfaction  ; 
And  though  her  Majesty  has  many  dominions 
under  her  royal  care,  and  more  confederates, 
yet  she  omits  not  any  of  our  particular  concerns, 
and  we  partake  in  oar  full  capacity  of  those 
happy  effects.  We  are,  » itb  many  others,  en- 
gaged in  a great,  but,  to  full  conviction,  neces- 
sary war,  tlie  effects  whereof  are  dreadful  and 
hurtful,  not  only  in  expeace  and  soldiers,  (which 
all  must  affurd :)  But,  as  to  seeing  our  people 
slaughtered  like  beasts  in  our  streets  and  houses, 
to  sec  ocr  towns  in  fire,  our  women  ravished, 
our  sacred  things  prophaned,  and  many  other 
dismal  effects  of  war  and  rapine,  (which  almost 
oil  others  feel  and  see:)  We  (thanks  to  God, 
and  under  him  to  his  vicegerent  our  queen)  do 
only  hear  of  these  things  : My  Lord  Chancellor, 
this  we  ought,  and,  I doubt  not,  we  do  remem- 
ber and  consider.  My  lord,  this  is  uot  offered 
as  an  eulogy  or  panegyric  on  her  Majesty  ; she 
is  far  above  what  I can  say,  but  it  is  an  ante- 
cedent to  the  following  subsumption. — And  u» 
this  of  her  cure  of  us,  and  zeal  for  us,  is  evi- 
dent, so  it  is  no  less  true,  that  the  queen  sits 
higher  than  we  do,  or  ought  to  do,  on  this 
throne,  ns  she  does  also  on  the  throne  of  her 
other  dominions.  And  farther,  we  know,  that 
she  is  one  of  the  heads,  and  highly  situate  in 
all  the  great  confederacy,  whereof  her  Majesty 
is,  if  not  the  chief,  yet  a principal : and  from 
this  both  reason  and  discretion  oblige  us  to 
conclude,  that  she  must  see  very  much  farther, 
and  more  clearly  into  the  actions,  designs,  and 
practices  of  her  and  our  enemies,  in  the  con- 
cerns, and  in  what  directs  and  moves  our  allies, 
than  it  is  possible  for  us  to  do,  who  both  stand 
lower,  and  are  bounded  in  our  narrower 
spheres  : Therefore,  as  in  all  matters,  so  espe- 
cially in  points  of  fact,  we  are  hound  to  rely 
on  her  information  and  her  judgment  more  than 
our  own,  since  what  we  can  but  conjecture,  is 
obvious  to  her  certain  knowledge ; and  if  we 
should  fall  (as  I confidently  hope  we  will  not) 
into  the  indiscretion,  to  oppose  our  conjectures 
to  her  knowledge,  that  could  not  miss  of  dire 
effects,  nnd  readily  most  mischievous  to  our- 
selves.— Her  Majesty's  royal  letter,  my  l ord 
Commissioner  his  grace,  and  my  Lord  Chan- 
cellor have  plainly  laid  before  us  matters  of 
great  importance : Her  Majesty  is  very  express 
in  what  she  purposes;  her  reason  nnd  antece- 
dent is  as  plain  and  express  as  the  conclusion . 
I hope  the  two  motives  I give  for  lielieving,  and 
consequently  for  obeying  her  Majesty,  are  also 
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plain  and  concluding. — My  Lord  Chancellor, 
the  honour  of  being  her  Majesty's  secretary 
obliges  me  to  obviate  and  remove  an  aspersion 
on  the  queen’s  Majesty’s  candour  mid  honour, 
if  any  such  insinuation  be  made,  which  is,  that 
some  would  persuade  other*  to  believe,  that 
the  queen  has  a secret  will  in  the  affair  now  be- 
fore us,  contrary  to  her  express  will  revealed 
and  declared  by  her  in  lier  royal  letter.  My 
lord,  I am  persuaded  she  does  hate  that  posi- 
lion  in  theology,  and  1 am  certain  she  does  so 
in  her  politics;  and  the  reason  of  my  certainty 
in  this  is,  that  her  Majesty  did  command  me, 
and  I think  her  other  servants,  expressly  to  as- 
sure this  house,  That  nothing  in  her  service 
could  please  her  better,  than  it  they  should  be- 
lieve and  obey  her  in  what  she  proposes  in  her 
letter ; and  nothing  can  displease  her  more  than 
to  do  otherways. — My  lords,  both  old  custom 
and  good  manners  oblige  us  to  begin  with  her 
Majesty’s  letter,  and  in  its  method;  if  ray  zeal 
and  duty  on  this  subject  have  drawn  me  in  to 
•peak  more  than  I intended,  or  perhaps  needed, 

I beg  the  house’s  pardon  : But  since  my  hand 
is  in,  and  that  I neither  use  nor  love  to  speak 
oft,  I shall  only  add  my  earnest  and  humble 
wish  for  these  two  things  ; 1st.  That  the  orders 
of  the  house  may  be  strictly  observed;  for  by 
that  much  time  will  be  saved,  and  many  incon- 
veniencies  prevented ; and  the  not  doing  of 
this,  will  disgrace  this  great  court.  The  2nd 
is,  That  we  may  redargue  one  another  with 
kindness  and  civility;  let  our  force  fall  on  the 
subject  which  we  oppugn,  or  the  measure  which 
wc  reject,  and  by  no  means  on  one  another’s 
persons.  Would  to  God  we  were  always  una- 
nimous ; but  that  seldom,  if  erer,  was  in  so 
numerous  a court  or  council:  But  when  we 
differ,  will  we  argue  the  better  by  our  being 
angry  ? No,  * impedit  ira  animum.’  Will  we 
convert  others  so  well,  by  making  them  angry, 
as  by  a meek  calmness  in  arguing  ? Does  spite 
add  force  to  reason ; or  does  it  produce  that  con- 
sent which  we  endeavour  to  obtain?  So  for  our 
own  sakes,  and  for  the  honour  of  our  reason- 
ings, let  us  urge  and  reply  with  calmness.  I 
have  oft  regretted  to  see  good  reasoning  lost, 
or  at  least  ineffectual  in  great  measure,  by  the 
heats  in  arguing  : and  I will  say  it  were  a pity: 
for  the  members  ofgreat  courts  elsewliere  may, 
in  the  opinion  of  many,  speak  better  language 
than  these  of  this  do  ; yet  they  do  not  speak 
better  sense.  And  besides  these  motives  to 
calm  reasoning,  this  ought  to  determine  us  all 
against  it,  to  wit,  that  neither  our  heat  nor  our 
•elf-pleasing  arguments,  are,  what  will  deter- 
mine any  debate.  The  law  of  order,  the  con- 
stitutions, statutes,  and  necessity,  give  the  fa- 
culty of  concluding  to  the  whole  of  this  house  : 
and  nil  we  can  say  must  he  submitted  to  what 
this  whole  house  will  approve,  or  to  what  the 
major  part  will  agree  in  : And  therefore,  much 
reasoning,  and  all  heats,  will,  on  many  accounts, 
be  profitably  forborne.  I conclude  with  this 
assertion,  which  1 think  evident  without  dis- 
course, that  ns  the  union  of  Britain  is  appa- 
rently its  greatest  politic  good ; so,  as  cer- 
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lainly,  and  by  the  infallible  rule  of  eerntranr, 
a division  of  Britain  is  its  greatest  enl : Aa 
then,  it  is  a necessary  corollary,  whoever  n oat 
for  the  union  of  Britain,  may  be  conclude:  u 
enemy  to  it 

Proceedings  respecting  the  Saccm/o*.]  Jsij 
13.  Pursuant  to  the  sclieme  of  a treat?  MM 
the  succes>ion  was  fixed,  the  duke  at  Haauttx 
presented  a resolve,  that  this  parliament 
not  proceed  to  name  a successor  to  tbc  crm. 
until  the  Scots  had  a previous  treaty  wiihEae- 
land,  in  relation  to  commerce  and  other  m- 
cerns.  The  courtiers,  not  expecting  the  am- 
bers would  have  begun  so  early  to  opposed 
succession,  were  not  a little  surprised  and  per- 
plexed at  this  resolve,  and  all  they  coriJ  & 
for  the  present  was  to  procure  a vote,  ifc*  < 
should  lie  on  the  table  till  the  next  tn«^* 
four  days  after.  The  duke  of  Hamilton  kwg 
then  moved  the  resuming  of  the  consdersQM 
of  his  resolve,  it  occasioned  a warm  debates 
which  Fletcher  ofSalton,  in  a particular  naj.3se 
represented  the  hardships  and  miserie* 
the  Scots  had  suffered  since  the  union  of  tie  es- 
crow ns  under  one  sovereign,  and  tbc  wqo» 
bility  of  bettering  their  condition,  unle»  t»T 
took  care  to  prevent  any  desigu  that  tcftir-* 
continue  the  satne.  Upon  this,  the  ««H 
Rothes  presented  another  resolve,  That  thus* 
liameni  would  immediately  proceed  to  uuc 
such  limitations  and  conditions  ofgoreroiLS 
as  might  be  judged  proper  for  recuJyng  & 
constitution,  and  to  vindicate  and  secure  til 
sovereignty  and  independency  of  the  oxer, 
and  then  the  parliament  would  take  inuctf- 
sideration  the  other  resolve  offered  by  the  Ml 
of  Hamilton  for  a treaty,  previous  to  the  sM* 
nation  of  a successor  to  the  crow  n.  Tbs  » 
casioned  a new  debate,  wherein  the  court  pr? 
earnestly  urged  the  settling  the  soccewoa,  le 
fore  the  house  proceeded  to  any  other  bos*** 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  the  cavaliers 
sharp  reflections  on  the  proceedings  ofcbep* 
liament  of  England,  with  relation  to  the 
which  had  great  influence  on  many  tarz& 
wholly  unacquainted  with  that  affair. 
the  court-party, thinking  they  were  strong 
to  gire  the  earl  of  Rothes’s  motion  the 
ence  to  the  duke  of  Hamilton’s  resolve, 


* “ So,  notw  ithstanding  a long  and  idlespel 
of  the  earl  of  Cromarty's,  which  was  prd 
running  into  a distinction  among  dirioci  I 
tween  the  revealed  and  secret  will  of  b 
shewing,  that  no  such  distinction  could  be; 
plied  to  the  queen  ; She  had  but  one  wi.* 
that  was  revealed  ; yet  it  was  still  stnp^f 
that  at  least  her  ministers  had  a seenft** 
the  case.  They  went  no  fort  her  in  this 'I 
for  a treaty  with  England  ; for  they  cwHl 
agree  among  themselves,  who  should  tell 
Commissioners,  and  those  who  opposed  1 
declaring  tlie  succession,  were  concerart! 
no  more,  when  that  question  was  out  « 
aside : So  il  was  postponed,  as  a matter 
which  they  took  no  further  care.”  Bur  as  1 
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have  the  question  stated,  Which  of  the  two 
ould  come  first  under  the  consideration  of  the 
»use?  Upon  which,  great  heats  arose,  and 
r James  Falconer  of  Phesdo  spoke  to  this 
rpo>e.  That  he  was  very  glad  to  see  such  an 
lulation  iu  the  house,  upon  account  of  the 
tiou’s  interest  and  security  : that  he  thought 
th  the  resolves  under  their  consideration  so 
od  and  necessary,  that  it  was  pity  they  should 
ish  with  one  another;  he  therefore  moved, 
at  it  be  resolved,  that  this  parliament  will  not 
oceed  to  the  nomination  of  a successor,  until 
ere  was  a previous  treaty  with  England  for 
'uluting  the  commerce  and  other  aiTairs  with 
st  nation  : and,  that  this  parliament  will  pro- 
ed  to  make  such  limitations  and  conditions  of 
vernment,  as  may  secure  the  religion,  liberty, 
d independency  of  this  nation,  before  they 
nceed  to  the  nomination  of  a successor  to  the 
jwn.  This  joint  resolve  being  put  to  the 
te,  it  was  carried  by  a majority  of  fifty- five 
ipes.  Of  these,  about  thirty  were  iu  imme- 
ite  dependence  on  the  court,  and  were  deter- 
ner  according  to  directions  given  them.  How- 
er,  they  went  no  farther  in  this  vote  for  a 
;aty  with  England;  for  they  could  not  agree 
mug  themselves  who  should  be  the  commi- 
•nere,  and  those,  who  opposed  the  declaring 
2 succession,  were  concerned  for  no  more, 
»en  that  affair  was  laid  aside.  It  was  there- 
*e  postponed,  as  a matter  about  which  they 
>k  no  farther  care. 

Two  Speeches  thereon .]  In  th€  course  of 
ese  debates  the  two  following  Speeches  were 
ide  in  relation  to  the  settlement  of  the  suc- 
ssion  : 

“ My  Lord  Chancellor;  We  have  had  a 
lg  vacancy;  nine  months  have  given  us  a 
w light,  and  have  let  us  into  the  knowledge 
men  and  things.  The  Act  of  Security  was 
iat  we  staid  upon  very  long  last  sessions  : I 

ts  for  it  as  much  as  any  man ; but  my  mind, 
well  as  judgment,  is  altered,  and  I am  now 
dl  assured  I was  in  the  wrong.  For  if  her 
ujesty  could  have  passed  it  into  a law,  it 
>uld  have  done  her  nor  us  no  manner  of  ser- 
%,  because  it  left  the  sessions  loose  during 
r Majesty’s  life  time;  which  omission  alone 
iy  undo  her  (whom  God  preserve)  and  us. 

“ We  were  not  aware  of  the  deep  designs  of 
me  who  pretended  only  the  good  of  the  king- 
rn,  a specious  pretext  to  keep  this  nation  free, 
d as  a by-weight  to  throw  in  to  balance  upon 
casion  for  a help  to  sway  with  those  of  our 
ighbours,  who  may  be  so  wickedly  and  trai- 
rouslv  inclined,  as.to  wish  and  act  for  the 
etended  prince  at  St.  Germain,  I mean  for 
ance,  aganst  the  rightful  and  lawful  title  of 
r Majesty,  and  the  succession  of  her  English 
own,  so  well  established  by  the  laws  of  that 
ugdom.  I hope,  my  lord,  the  wisdom  of  this 
•use  will  take  care  to  disappoint  the  men  of  such 
irnicious  and  dangerous  designs.  There  have 
‘en,  and  are  still  Achitophels;  but  God  hath 
rned  their  counsels  into  folly  : A trick  will 

rve  but  for  one  turn  amongst  men  of  common 
nse. 
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"We  ought  to  be  very  thankful  to  God  and 
the  queen,  that  things  have  been  set  before  our 
eyes  of  late  in  a clear  light;  and  some  amongst 
us  ought  to  bless  both  that  they  for  their  con- 
trivances were  not  brought  within  the  verge  of 
the  law,  and  made  an  example  and  terror  to 
others,  that  none  might  venture  on  the  like 
wicked  practices  against  our  Sovereign,  and  the 
peace  of  her  government.  These  mens  actions 
are  known,  and  all  their  words  are  carried  by 
the  birds  of  the  air  to  her  Majesty's  ears. 

“ I beg  leave,  my  lord,  to  presume  that  there 
arc  few  in  this  house  but  are  well  acquainted 
with  the  history  of  Peter  Warbeck,  (alias  Per- 
kin) in  our  king  James  4 time.  He  was  bred 
and  nursed  up  with  a design  to  dethrone  Henry 
7,  by  Margaret,  Dutchess  of  Burgundy  and 
Flanders,  as  a fit  tool  to  satisfy  her  revengeful 
temper ; and  though  she  knew  him  to  be  only 
the  son  of  a poor  man  at  Tournay,  she  gave 
him  the  name  and  title  of  Duke  of  York,  and 
true  lineal  heir  of  her  deceased  brother  Edward, 
late  king  of  England.  She  equipt  him,  and 
gave  him  ships,  men  and  money,  and  sent  him 
into  Ireland,  where  a rebellion  was  raised,  as 
well  as  in  England,  by  him  and  his  adherents : 
He  failed  in  the  expedition.  The  French  king 
Charles  8,  found  him  a fit  instrument  to  serve 
a turn  for  him  also;  wherefore  he  entertained 
him  as  the  prince  of  England,  and  he,  with  the 
Dutchess  of  Flanders,  equipt  him  out  a second 
time:  But  finding  difficulties,  at  last  he  came 
here  to  our  king  James  4.  The  story  of  this 
Knight-errant  had  justly  given  our  king  and 
Court  grounds  to  believe  him  a notorious  im- 
postor. Upon  this  pretended  princes  address 
to  the  king  for  some  aid,  his  Majesty  wisely 
called  his  council,  and  asked  their  advice  what 
to  do  on  the  subject : Buchanan  informs  you, 

‘ Cum  sententiae  rogarentur,  prudentiores  et 
‘ quibus  major  crat  rerum  usus,  rern  imegram 

* reponendam  ccnsebant.’ 

" Here,  my  lords,  the  old  wise  men  of  expe- 
rience in  council  were  of  opinion,  that  it  was 
not  tit  for  his  majesty  to  receive  or  entertain  , 
this  pretended  prince,  who  they  wisely  believed 
to  be  a fourb,  and  who  had  given  great  trou- 
ble to  this  island,  and  was  like  to  give  much 
more. 

“ But  when  the  question  came  to  the  young 
nobility  of  the  council,  the  same  author  says, 
they  were  the  majority,  and  carried  it  in  favour 
of  Perkins  : ‘ At  major  par*,  vel  ob  pueritiam 

* rcrum,  et  aniinoruin  inconstantiam,  &c.  for- 

* tunnin  hominis  commiserahantur:*  The  young 
counsellors,  either  for  want  of  experience,  or 
for  want  of  steadiness  of  mind,  were  more  ea- 
sily caught.  They  were  more  in  number,  and 
had  a compassion  for  the  young  stranger.  They 
were  told  he  was  like  the  late  king  Edward,  Ins 
pretended  father,  and  the  family  of  York,  though 
they  never  had  seen  any  of  them. 

" Here  the  cheat  went  on  : he  had  the  enter- 
tainment of  a prince,  he  had  a wife  out  of  one 
of  our  noble  families,  he  had  an  army  raised  in 
his  favour,  and  led  into  England  by  our  young 
king,  and  after  much  blood  and  treasure  spent 
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on  this  pretended  prince,  the  client  wes  disco- 
vered; he  was  sent  away  out  of  our  country, 
end  some  time  after  hud  the  reward  of  villainy. 

“ My  lord,  this  act  of  iuconsiderate  hospi- 
tality to  one  who  was  but  a cheat,  gave  just 
{round  to  tlie  world  abroad  to  call  our  judg- 
ment into  question ; and  no  body  will  read  the 
bistory  but  wiii  conclude,  that  our  predeces- 
sors were  extremely  imposed  on,  and  that  the 
impostor  might  have  caused  the  utter  ruin  of 
their  liberties  and  country. 

“ My  lord,  the  same  game  is  playing  now. 
Perhaps  some  have  never  read  the  history,  and 
others  have  forgot  it.  No  wonder  it  happened 
two  hundred  years  ago;  when  no  male  issue 
was  like  to  succeed  king  James  7,  one  was  to 
be  found  1 viis  et  mod  is,  per  fas  aut  nefus:’ 
one  at  last  was  said  to  be  bom  at  St.  James’s, 
June  1688.  That  child  died  soon  after,  a se- 
cond was  put  in  his  place,  and  carried  to  and 
nursed  up  at  Kichmond ; but  God  thought  fit 
to  kill  that  second  child  also. 

“ Now,  my  lord,  this  pretended  prince  of 
Wales  is  a third  child,  in  whose  veins  there  is 
not  a drop  of  royal  blood.  Here  is  a new 
Perkin  come  into  the  world  200  years  after  the 
first,  who  was  sent  to  ruin  England  and  Ireland, 
only  to  satisfy  the  violent  malice  of  a revenge- 
ful woman.  This  second  pretended  prince  is 
nursed  up  by  Rome,  France,  and  armies  of  im- 
placable revengeful  priests,  who  give  him  the 
title  of  king.  For  what ) To  the  end  that  lie 
may  prove  a more  fit  instrument,  upon  any 
occasion,  to  root  out  and  totally  destroy  us  and 
our  holy  religion,  which  they  call  heresy. 

“ Some  of  us,  my  lords,  are  no  wiser  than 
our  predecessors  in  this  point : we  give  the 

fuiests  and  other  agents  of  France  and  Rome 
eave  to  pervert  our  understanding ; we  take 
such  impressions  as  remain  : young  men's 
minds  are  tender  and  soft,  and  retain  the  first 
impressions  long.  Some  of  us  have  been  in 
France  not  many  years  ago,  and  have  seen 
this  pretended  prince,  and  commend  his  per- 
son and  parts,  Isis  featnres,  &c.  aad  say  he  is 
very  like  the  royal  family ; though  some  of  us 
never  saw  one  of  them,  except  our  own  queen. 

“ Thus  young  men  are  very  apt  to  be  led 
out  of  the  way.  I liave  known  some  by  keep- 
ing bud  company  did  catch  the  French  disease; 
modesty  and  shame  mnde  them  conceal  it  till 
it  was  too  late,  and  then  it  cost  tliem  their  life. 
It  is  the  case  at  present  with  some  of  us  here, 
wlm  have  got  the  French  inclinations,  more  dan- 
gerous in  this  nation  than  the  disense,  and  wilt 
not  own  it  till  it  is  too  late,  and  then  it  may 
cost  them  their  lives,  their  estates,  with  the 
ruin  ot  their  posterity.  Whatever  young  men 
may  do,  my  lords,  for  want  of  better  informa- 
tion, yet  it  is  strange  that  men  of  riper  age, 
pretenders  to  religion,  to  the  good  and  interest 
of  our  country,  are  said  to  be  tainted  with  the 
same  inclination  to  have  France  rule  over  us ; 
ot  which  men  there  is  a mighty  jealousy  : I will 
oot  believe  them  guilty,  and  at  the  same  time 
I cannot  answer  for  them;  but  let  their  works 
testify  what  they  aim  at. 
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“ We  all  talk  loud  of  love  for  oar  cooler 
and  religion,  but  I presume  to  say,  that  t he 
love  of  money,  anti  self-interest,  hath  ap years 
more  our  study  than  any  thing  else.  H bt  IV. 
practices  hath  not  her  Majesty  by  her  grot 
care  found  out?  The  comtivets  ms;  cuts 
their  designs  the  best  way  they  please;  bar, at 
lord,  whoever  waits  or  inclines  for  the  boedace 
and  cruel  oppressions  we  in  tins  nation  ire  a 
lately  delivered  from,  be  who  they  mil,  in 
and  may  be  found  guilty  of  crimes  of  a das- 
gcrous  consequence,  and  of  a transrendtat  al- 
lure, no  less  than  the  subversion  of  the  goto 
ment  of  this  kingdom,  and  the  alteration  * the 
Protestant  religion  ; and  this  not  upoB  • tars 
information  only ; her  Majesty  kno«s  that 
converse,  and  their  actions  speak  aloud  to  >1 
about  them. 

“ Such  practices  are  an  enemy  to  aS  got* 
ness  and  good  men ; it  is  from  such  praceedap 
that  our  assembly  is  corrupted,  and  t®  tka 
fountain  of  mischief  is  purged,  we  canas  e- 
pect  to  have  any  clear  channels : all  here  kstv 
wbat  I mean. 

“ These  crimes  are  various  in  their  stars, 
heinous  in  their  quality,  and  universal  in  Un 
extent.  If  we  examine  them,  my  tord,  thesi- 
gicallv,  as  they  stand  in  opposition  to  the  true 
of  God,  they  will  be  found  to  be  agism  at 
rules  of  faith,  against  the  power  of  pdLsst 
and  against  the  means  of  salvation.— If  ;■ 
examine  them  morally,  as  they  stand  is  ofpe 
sition  to  the  light  of  nature,  to  right  tetsa 
and  the  principles  of  human  society,  tea 
then  perceive  pride  without  any  modentof 
such  pride  as  that  which  exalts  itself,  to  Ms 
lice  without  any  provocation,  malice  ip 
virtue,  against  innocenoy,  against  piety ; in- 
justice without  any  means  of  restitutmo,  nr, 
such  injustice  as  does  rob  the  innocent  of  tlw 
just  ritjht  and  unspotted  reputation. 

11  if  these  men,  my  lord,  who  set  up  Sv  <k 
pretended  prince  of  Wales,  be  examin'd  b 
legal-rules  in  a civil  way,  as  they  stand  m im- 
position to  the  public  good,  and  to  the  lavi  * 
the  land  already  in  force ; these  meo,  I *»■ 
may  be  found  to  he  traitors  against  het  Uni- 
ty's crown,  and  incendiaries  against  the  pratr 
and  safety  of  this  kigdom ; they  may  be  (rood 
the  highest,  tlie  boldest,  and  the  atost  nspadeu 
offenders  that  ever  were ; betrayers  of  the  tpn* 
ami  people,  as  well  as  of  this  country  t*d  ** 
religion.  If  any  one  here  is  sensibly  packed 
let  him  consider  whether  or  no  be  is  cuby.'* 
he  is,  let  lum  sin  no  more,  lest  a wooe  tint 
befal  him. 

“ My  lord,  I see  many  Itete  may  reateobf 
if  they  please,  the  frequent  tragedies  thal  «b 
acted  among  us  some  twenty  years  ago.  1 * 
sure  there  are  several  of  us,  whose  neatest  to- 
tionswere  sacrificed  to  the  despotic  sad  art-t.  - ' 
will,  and  to  the  revengeful  resentments  rf  F 
pery  and  its  principles ; it  was  then  ttet  ® 
orders  to  persecute,  execute,  to  hasg.  d"*- 
and  quarter,  and  to  shed  the  best  blood  » ^ 
nation,  without,  nay,  against  any  la*,  •***  ■ 
a prerogative  royal  without  resene. 
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***  I see  some  here  were  banished,  nnd  forced 
wander  in  exile,  nnd  beg  shelter  from  foreign 
inces,  whose  families  were  dispersed  and 
ined,  whose  estates  were  torn  in  pieces  mrd 
ven  to  strangers,  men  of  another  communion, 
an  these  melancholy  reflections  he  forgot  so 
on  by  ourselves,  who  were  the  martyrs?  A 
irit  of  delusion  seems  to  cover  the  eyes  of 
tr  understandings,  till  we  fall  a second  sacri- 
•e  to  the  same  bloody  actors.  I speak  for 
•r  Against  no  party  of  men  : hut,  my  lord,  it 
high  time  for  us  to  consider  in  cool  blood, 
w to  barricado  ourselves  against  the  assaults 
the  common  enemy,  France  and  popery;  in 
der  to  which  I have  two  things  to  move, 
»ich  are,  that  we  may  all  here  obey  our 
viourS  new  commandment,  Love  one  an- 
her  ; and  often  repeat  that  excellent  prayer 
lghr  us  by  that  same  blessed  Saviour;  by 
ing  whereof  we  shall  he  brought  to  forgive 
e another,  as  we  desire  God  to  forgive  us. 
us  done,  we  shall  be  in  better  circumstances 
lay  aside  our  pride,  our  passion,  covetous- 
>s,  our  vain*glory,  nnd  unrelenting  revenge, 
»icb  alone  belong  to  God  Ahnignty  to  repay  ; 
d shall  be  in  a coridition  to  serve  our  sove- 
ign,  m obedience  to  her  just  commands,  our 
untry  and  peoole,  in  their  necessary  requests, 
id  settle  a Protestant  successor,  while  we 
»»e  the  occasion  and  power  in  our  own  hands  : 
cidents  may  happen,  and  put  it  out  of  our 
ty,  e*er  to  do  it  to  our  advantage.  Whcre- 
re  f move,  it  may  be  considered  and  finished, 
‘fore  this  house  proceed  to  any  other  business.” 

Anot/n  r Speech . 

u Mv  Lord  Chancellor;  I second  the  noble 
ember  that  spoke  la-t.  in  his  motion  for  set* 
ng  the  siicrosston,  before  the  house  proceeds 
any  other  business  : But  I do  not  pretend 
give  any  direction  how  the  matter  shall  be 
me;  let  the  wisdom  of  this  honourable  house 
nsider  with  mature  deliberation,  what  can 
eserve  us  from  Rome  and  the  French  King, 
at  her  Majesty’s  royal  person  and  crown  may 
1 secure  from  all  invasions  abroad,  and  dis- 
tances at  home. 

14  My  Lord  Chancellor,  her  Majesty  deserves 
I the  returns  of  loyalty  and  duty  that  are  in 
ir  power  to  make;  I believe  she  hath  given 
y Lord  Commissioner  such  instructions  as 
ay  prove  to  our  advantage,  if  they  are  duly 
it  in  execution.  Complaints  have  been  made 
( some,  that  they  are  not  full  for  settling  a 
ccessor : I am  morally  sure,  my  lord,  the 
xnplaint  is  ill-grounded,  which  l hope  his 
•ace  will  soon  declare  to  this  house,  and  sa- 
ify  all  her  good  and  loyal  subjects,  how  much 
ie  hath  the  peace  and  advantage  of  this  her 
icient  kingdom  in  her  thoughts. 

° As  hath  been  well  observed  just  now,  last 
ssions  many  of  us  were  misled ; I own  my 
•make  of  men  and  tlrngs;  we  were  going 
ery  fast  into  a labyrinth  ; our  leaders  misin- 
>mied  us;  the  nation  now  tnny  see  its  interest; 
leorical  schemes  and  projects,  which  can  never 
t brought  to  practice,  ought  to  be  laid  aside ; 
Vet.  VI. — Appendix 
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1 they  'create  much  debate,  spend  much  time, 
and  can  never  be  of  use.  My  Lord,  with  sub- 
mission, this  assembly  ought  to  lay  aside  alt 
frivolous  debates,  that  our  judgments  may  not 
be  called  in  question  elsewhere. 

1 am  for  following  the  advice  just  now 
mentioned  : Let  us  forgive,  and  love  one  ano- 
ther; Jet  us  join  hearts  and  hands  to  keep  out 
the  known  enemy  of  our  religion.  If  that  de- 
ceiver or  breaker  of  sacred  vows  and  treaties, 
made  and  sworn  upon  the  holy  gospel  at  the 
altar,  in  the  most  solemn  and  most  religious 
manner,  shall  by  his  power  and  our  mistaken 
management,  put  upon  us  that  thing  in  the 
air,  called  the  prince  of  Wales,  of  no  birth,  of 
no  blood,  sprung  from  whom  is  unknown  to 
himself,  as  well  as  to  us ; we  must  be  ruined,  my 
lord , every  man  here  who  enjoys  bis  estate, 
may  easily  know  what  he  has  to  trust  to;  we  all 
know  »ho  must  come  with  him,  the  some  men 
and  principles  who  destroyed  us  twenty  years 
ago.  I humbly  move,  with  submission,  that 
we  may  pass  by  nil  the  mutual  vexatious  ani- 
mosities which  were  amongst  us  but  lately; 
all  parties  have  been  to  blame  ; God  will  par- 
don the  penitent:  The  Queen  oversees,  and 
graciously  forgives;  let  us  mutually  do  the 
same,  and  settle  our  succession,  and  secure  and 
help  ourselves,  and  God  will  help  us  ; it  will 
prove  our  own  and  the  people's  safety.” 
**  Salus  Populi  suprema  Ix»x  esto. 

“ Let  us  follow  the  example  of  our  wise 
neighbours,  and  make  such  laws  as  may  tie  up 
the  hands  and  terrify  the  hearts  of  our  own  de- 
praved subjects,  who  dure  offer  to  act  or  speak 
in  favour  of  any,  in  prejudice  to  her  Majesty’s 
lawful  and  rightful  title  to  her  crown  and  dig- 
nity.— I am  confident,  my  lord,  no  man  here 
dares  own  Ins  inclinations  to  be  for  the  French 
king,  or  that  pretended  prince,  whatever  pros- 
pect he  may  have  of  titles,  honours,  or  subor- 
dinate power  from  hyn,  who  hath  no  bowels  of 
compassion  left,  who  consumes  his  own  vitals, 
by  persecuting  and  tormenting  his  own  best 
subjects,  nnd  spares  neither  sex  norage  in  his 
neighbouring  country,  even  of  his  own  mistaken 
religion,  if  they  but  refuse  to  be  bis  slaves; 
witness  his  new  conquests  in  Alsace  nnd  Flan- 
ders. What  then  arc  we  to  expect,  who  by  that 
tyrant  arc  accounted  heretics rp 

“ Whoever  are  so  wicked  amongst  its,  as  to 
venture  either  to  counsel,  conduct,  or  invite, 
whenever  he  comes,  (which  iGod  prevent)  may 
expect  the  same  fate.  For  tnv  own  part,  my 
lord,  1 have  no  personal  prejudice  against  him, 
nor  the  pretended  prince  ol  Wales,  hut  l here 
solemnly  declare,  that  I will  oppose  him,  or 
either  of  them,  with  all  their  adherents,  whilst 
there  is  a drop  of  blood  in  my  veins ; and  I 
am  morally  sure  of  100,000  of  the  best  men  in 
Britain  to  nccotnpnny  me  in  the  opposition  ; 
and  1 am  sure,  my  lord,  of  this,  that  the  nation 
in  general  will  go  along  with  me  also ; God  he 
praised,  we  are  Protestants,  and  of  the  reform- 
ed religion,  for  which  I hope  we  hull  ever 
be  ready  nnd  willing,  upon  any  such  occasion, 
to  sacrifice  our  lives  amJ  our  fortunes,  to  pre- 

(G) 
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vent  nil  these  impendent  evils.  My  lord,  let 
us  settle  a successor  who  is  a known  Protestant, 
anti  of  our  own  royal  and  antient  race  of 
kings. 

“ For  an  argument  of  this,  an  anonymous 
author,  in  his  Remarks  on  the  late  Plot,  gives 
koine  reasons  for  it,  which  for  your  information 
I here  presume  to  repeat  : After  he  excuses  two 
noble  dukes,  lie  says,  Tis  hoped  this  is  suffici- 
ent to  make  it  plain,  that  to  insist  on  an  Union 
ami  communication  of  trade  at  this  time,  would 
retard  the  succession,  which  may  he  dangerous 
to  ourselves,  and  to  the  whole  Pnotestaut  in- 
terest all  over  Europe. 

u The  danger  to  ourselves,  is  evident  from  the 
conspiracy  that  Fraser  and  his  accomplices  have 
been  carrying  on  in  the  Highlands,  and  other 
parts  of  this  kingdom,  the  general  discontents 
which  are  in  our  nation,  &c.  and  gives  his  rea- 
sons, page  48.  He  continues  to  tell  you,  That 
the  Jacobites  here,  and  their  friends  beyond 
the  Sea,  make  a great  improvement  of  the 
delay  of  settling  the  succession ; they  flatter 
themselves,  and  impose  upon  the  world,  that 
it  proceeds  from  the  inclinations  of  our  people 
to  the  St.  Germain  family. 

il  Then  he  goes  on  to  tell  you,  ray  lord,  of  our 
divisions,  which,  says  he,  encourage  the  French 
to  solicit  a rebellion,  ami  to  attempt  an  inva- 
sion, either  of  which  effected,  transforms  our 
country  into  a field  of  blood.  And  supposing 
(which  God  forbid)  her  Majesty  should  die 
whilst  the  succession  is  unsettled,  and  our 
country  lying  under  these  intestine  divisions, 
the  Iianoter  and  St.  Germain  parties  will  cer- 
tainly engage  us  in  a civil  war : England  and 
Ireland  will  assist  the  first,  and  France  the 
other.  This  will  make  our  nation  a theatre 
of  w’oe  and  calamity,  and  whoever  hath  the 
advantage  in  such  u case,  we  must  be  slaves 
for  ever. — Our  author,  my  Lord,  concludes  the 
paragraph,  and  tells  us  in  such  circumstances, 
that  there  will  he*  no  room  for  thoughts  of  in- 
fisting  on  limitations,  and  humbly  conceives  that 
what  is  said  is  sufficient  lo  shew  the  necessity 
of  settling  the  succession  upon  the  foot  of  our 
old  constitution ; that  it  will  he  the  only  way 
to  secure  us  against  those  dangers  we  are 
threatened  with,  from  the  madness  ami  folly 
of  both  parties,  viz.  Whig  and  Tory. 

“ My  Lord  Chancellor,  this  anonymous  au- 
thor hath  said  very  much  in  favour  of  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  |his  kingdom  in  these  remarks 
and  other  books  which  1 have  seen ; and  in 
particular,  hath  been  at  some  pains  to  excuse 
some  great  men,  whose  works  and  actions  I 
would  have  rather  to  speak  and  plead  lor  them, 
that  we  may  see  and  know  in  good  earnest  in 
whose  company  tye  tire,  and  with  ujiom  we 
have  to  do.  Yet  I must  say,  the  author  seems 
ia  earnest  for  settling  the  succession. 

“ It  is  certnin,  my  lord,  whoever  is  for  press- 
ing an  union  or  a communication  of  trad#*  at 
this  time,  is  diametrically  against  the  settling 
the  succession  ; and,  if  we  do  not  perform 
this  necessary  point  this  session,  what  con- 
structions will  men  of  unbiassed  principles, 
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men  of  the  same  religion  with  oursehesal)  tie 
world  over,  put  upon  oar  management ?— WJ 
not  the  majority  of  this  assembly  be  justly  im- 
peded, if  the  succession  be  not  settled  ti * 
time?  On  this  point  depends  the  seewity  n 
all  that  is  dear  to  us  botli  spiritual  and  teiop- 
! ral,  at  home  and  abroad ; and  whoever  # 

I against  it,  without  all  manner  of  doutt,  w 
1 enemies  at  bottom  to  our  queen,  to  oui  ret^xa 
and  government,  and  to  the  people  o!  da 
kingdom,  and  their  posterity.  The  pesvc*, 
my  lord,  who  I presume  you  will  think  tit  to 
name  fora  successor,  is  her  royal  highness  tie 
eleetoress  dowager  of  Brunswick  and  Low* 
burgh,  the  princess  Sophia;  she  is  the  no* 
Protestant  of  our  own  royal  family,  wboie 
ther  was  a native  of  our  own  country; 
Dunfermling.  Her  highness’s  blood  a trxy 
royal,  her  inclinations  and  heart,  as  l is  at* 
dilily  informed,  ure  entirely  British ; and,  a» 
lord,  we  can  go  no ‘where  else  for  a snccesA 
hut  to  her  and  the  heirs  of  her  body. 
this  point  is  Settled  on  the  best  condiu>Kb  pi- 
per for  us  to  ask,  and  in  her  Majesty’s 
to  grant,  none  in  this  assembly  will  baveoca- 
sion  so  very  often  to  make  mention  of  fcu 
Majesty’s  death,  as  they  did  last  year, 
indeed  carries  something  rude  in  express^  t. 
We  all  know,  my  lord,  she  is  mortal;  nay w 
act  and  speak  as  if  we  thought  oureehes  s\ 
and  may  w e never  have  occasion  to  makeo*" 
mention  of  her  death;  may  she  outbre all  t: 
us;  she  is  the  support  and  glory  of  os,  otoc 
religion,  and  of  the  quiet  and  peaceable  r* 
vernment  we  all  enjoy  ; and  by  her  ss.nx 
character,  illustrates  and  adorns  all  kr  gevtf 
subjects. — Wherefore,  my  lord,  let  it  never c* 
s.lid,  that  we  of  this  parliament,  cither  byoe** 
lect  or  by  wrong  principles,  or  by  amistske  a 
our  judgments,  grasping  at  what  can  never « 
obtained,  arc  either  ihe  immediate  or 
cause  of  eclipsing  so  bright  a lustre,  as  stw<* 
through  all  the  distinct  parts  of  lierwiseoa* 
nagement  at  home  ns  well  as  abroad.  Fn© 
hence  we  hear  the  joyful  news  of  victoie*.*11 
a happy  progress  by  the  wise  and  adonis 
providence,  in  the  late  great  success  foad**» 
to  her  majesty’s  arms  and  those  of  her  alk* 
whereby  God  hath  thus  far  disappointed  dt 
hopes,  and  confounded  the  devices  and  ***•' 
tious  designs  of  the  common  enemy. 

“ I presume  to  say,  withsubmisvon,  tfcst«2i 
divisions  amongst  ourselves,  these  las:  t«o  it** 
past,  have  given  her  Majesty  more  real  stufc* 
and  trouble  than  all  the  great  affairs  of  Eursp- 
of  which  she  hnth  a very  great  share;  tt» 
alone  is  a reproach  to  our  nation  in  gentry 
whereas  indeed  the  true  cause  is  the pnde, so- 
lution, and  covetous  humour  of  some  tew  p*r- 
ticular  men  of  both  parties,  who  all  pretcoc 
the  service  of  the  queen  und  the  public 
whereas  in  good  earnest,  all  that  these  p* 
leude  l patriots  aim  at  is  to  be  chic f,  vtA  ’• ■* 
fir>t  in  posts  and  offices  of  profit  and  trust,  b« 
which  they  may  pretend  n privilege  to  sot*' 
and  squander  away  the  public  rev enoe,  ope**4 
• he  people,  to  support  tficir  own  pride,  * c 
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and  luxury.  1 llinc  illai  Lacrymae.'  From 
such  managers  and  self-interested,  passionate, 
proud  men,  aie  all  our  misery,  and  all  the  re- 
proaches cast  upon  t lie  nation:  covetousness 
rod  the  love  of  money  blind  these  men’s  under- 
standings. Let  us  not  follow  their  maxims, 
lest  we  prove  troublesome  to  our  sovereign, 
rod  useless  to  the  public.  I know  very  well, 
ny  lord*  some  here  who  are  really  for  the  suc- 
xsuon,  but  are  not  for  having  it  settled  at  this 
ime  for  several  pretended  reasons  ; but  a great 
roe  is,  they  would  not  have  his  grace,  my  lord 
Jommissioner,  have  the  honour  of  parsing  it, 
vhtist  he  sits  on  the  throne. — I confess,  for 
ny  own  part,  1 have  no  concern  whoever  does 
* good  tliinj;,  provided  I have  a share  of  it ; 
md  I hope,  if  any  man  is  against  it  on  that  nc- 
*ount,  he  will  repent  and  consult  r the  public 
tdvnniage  : from  which,  and  from  all  tint  has 
veen  said,  I am,  my  lord,  for  settling  of  the 
uiccc&sion  now,  before  the  house  proceeds  to 
my  other  business."  * 

The  cavaliers  v ere  extremely  elated  by  this 
detory  ; and  the  duke  of  Athol,  lord  privy- 
leal,  and  one  of  their  leaders,  moved,  “ That 
ler  majesty  having  been  pleased  to  sonify  by 
ler  commissioner,  that  the  examination  ol  the 
dot  should  be  laid  before  the  parliament,  his 
;race  would  be  pleased  to  write  to  her  ma- 
esty,  to  send  down  the  persons,  who  were 
vitnesses,  and  all  the  papers  relating  to  that 
dot,  as  soon  as  possible,  that  the  affair  might 
>e  thoroughly  examined  : and  those,  who  were 
mjustly  accused,  might  be  vindicated,  and  the 
;uilty  punished."  Whereupon  the  lord  chan- 
cellor declared,  by  order  of  the  lord  commis- 
sioner, that  his  grace  had  written,  and  would 
vrite  again  to  the  queen,  for  all  the  evidences 
•elating  to  the  plot. 

July  19.  The  duke  of  Hamilton  moved, 

4 That  the  parliament  would  proceed  to  make 
»uch  limitations  and  conditions  of  government, 
Tor  the  rectifying  of  the  constitution,  as  might 
secure  the  religion,  libertyf  and  independency 
>f  this  nation : and  that  they  would  name 
commissioners  to  treat  with  England,  for  rel- 
ating the  commerce,  and  other  concerns  with 
bat  nation,  previous  to  all  other  business,  ex- 
:eptan  act  for  two  months  cess,  first  of  ull  to 
>e  granted  for  the  present  subsistence  of  her 
Majesty’s  forces."  Upon  this,  the  earl  of 
Ma rchinont  made  a long  speed*,  importing, 

‘ That,  since  the  house  had  resolved  not  to 
all  immediately  upon  settling  the  succession, 
t was  reasonable,  that  nn  act  should  be  made 
:o  exclude  all  popish  successors.”  To  which 
die  duke  of  Hamilton  answered,  4<  That  he 
ihould  he  one  of  the  first  who  should  draw  his 
*word  against  a popish  successor,  though  he 
did  uot  think  this  a proper  time,  either  to  settle 
ihe  succession,  or  to  consider  of  the  earl  of 
Marchinont’s  proposal.” 

July  21.  After  some  debate,  the  consider- 
ation of  the  duke  of  Hamilton's  motion  was 
adjourned  for  two  days,  when  it  was  moved, 
lhat  the  act  presetted  by  the  lord-justice 
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clerk*  and  declared  by  him  to  be  for  fourteen 
months  supply,  payable  in  two  years,  might 
likewise  be  considered.  After  a debate,  it  was 
put  to  the  vote,  whether  to  give  a cess  for  two, 
or  Tor  fourteen  months?  and,  it  was  carried  by 
16  voices,  that  it  should  be  for  two  months  only. 

Proceedings  on  the  Supply,  and  the  Act  of 
Security .]  July  25.  The  act  of  supply  was 
taken  again  into  consideration  ; but  there  was 
tacked  to  it  a great  part  of  the  lull  for  the  se- 
curity of  the  nation,  which  (ns  hath  been  re- 
lated) passed  the  former  session  of  parliament, 
hut  was  refused  by  the  throne.  After  some 
debate,  the  following  resolve  was  offered  by 
the  lord  Koss,  “ That  the  parliament  will  pro- 
ceed to  grant  two  months  supply  for  subsisting 
her  majesty’s  forces ; and,  us  soon  as  the  net 
of  security,  now  read,  ha*  got  the  royal  assent, 
will  give  tour  months  more.”  And  then  a second 
res  >Ut*  was  presented  by  the  earl  of  Roxburgh, 
“ That  there  be  a first  reading  marked  on  the 
act  of  security  ; and  that  both  tins  act,  and 
that  for  the  supply,  lie,  without  being  further 
proceeded  on,  until  her  majesty's  commis- 
sioner receive  instructions  as  to  the  act  of  se- 
curity, it  being  then  free  for  the  parliament  to 
proceed  to  the  acts  jointly  or  separately,  as 
they  should  think  fit."  After  reasoning  on 
both  these  resolves,  the  question  was  stated, 
whether  to  approve  the  lord  floss’s  or  the  earl 
of  Roxburgh's  ? It  was  carried  for  the  lord 
floss's ; and  the  act  of  security  being  read,  a 
first  reading  was  ordered  to  be  marked  there- 
on. These  things  were  carried  w ith  great  heat 
and  vehemence ; for  (ns  was  before  observed) 
a national  humour  of  being  independent  on 
England,  fermented  so  strongly  among  all 
sorts  of  people  without  doors,  that  those  who 
went  not  into  every  hot  motion  that  was  made, 
were  considered  ns  the  betrayers  of  their 
country : and  they  were  so  exposed  to  a po- 
pular lury,  that  some  of  those  who  studied  to 
stop  the  torrent,  were  thought  to  be  in  danger 
of  their  lives.  The  presbyterians  were  so 
overawed  with  these  proceedings,  that  though 
they  wished  well  to  the  settling  the  succession, 
they  durst  not  openly  declare  it.  The  dukes 
of  Hamilton  and  Athol  Jed  nil  these  violent 
motions,  and  the  whole  nation  was  strangely 
inflamed. 

The  ministers  were  in  great  perplexity  how 
to  act,  with  regard  to  the  supply-bill,  and  the 
tack  that  was  joined  to  it.  If  it  was  denied, 
the  army  could  be  no  longer  kept  up  ; they 
had  run  so  far  in  arrear,  that,  considering  the 
poverty  of  the  country,  that  could  not  be  car- 
ried on  much  longer.  Some  suggested,  that  it 
should  be  proposed  to  the  English  ministry  to 
advance  the  subsibtence-money,  ull  better  mea- 
sures could  be  taken  ; but  none  of  the  Scotish 
ministers  would  agree  to  that.  Au  army  is 
reckoned  to  belong  to  those  who  pay  it;  and 
therefore  an  army  paid  from  England,  would 
be  called  an  English  army.  Nor  was  it  possi- 
ble to  manage  such  a thing  secretly.  it  was 
well  known  there  was  no  money  in  tbe  Scotch 
treasuiy  to  pay  them;  so  that,  if  money  wart 
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once  brought  into  the  treasury,  how  secretly  [ 
soever,  all  men  must  conclude,  that  it  came 
from  England  And  mens’  minds  were  theu  so 
full  uf  tlie  conceit  of  independency,  that,  if  a 
suspicion  arose  of  any  such  practice  probably 
it  would  Imve  occasioned  tumults.  Even  the* 
army  itself  was  so  iutlamed  witii  this  temper, 
that  it  was  believed,  that  neither  officers  nor 
soldiers  would  have  taken  their  pny,  if  they  had 
believed  it  came  from  England.  The  affair 
was  therefore  reduced  to  ihi*  diletuna,  that 
either  the  army  must  be  disbanded,  or  the  hill 
must  pass.  it  is  true,  the  army  was  a very 
•mall  one,  not  atnive  three  thousand  ; but  it 
was  so  ordered,  that  it  was  double  or  treble 
officered : so  that  it  could  have  been  easily  en- 
creased  to  a much  greater  number,  if  there  had 
been  occasion  for  it.  The  officers  had  served 
long,  and  werp  men  of  a good  character.  Since 
therefore  there  were  al  inns  of  an  invasion, 
which  both  sides  looked  for,  and  the  intelligence 
which  the  coiiit  lmd  from  Trance,  assured  them 
it  was  intended;  the  mi  alters  thought  the 
inconveniencies  arising  from  the  tack  might  be 
remedied  afterward* ; but  that  the  breaking  of 
the  army  was  such  a pernicious  thing,  and 
might  end  so  fatally,  that  it  was  not  to  be  ten- 
tun  d on  : therefore,  by  common  consent,  a 
letter  was  wrote  to  tue Queen,  which  was  signed 
by  all  ti  e ministers  in  Scotland,  in  which  they 
laid  the  whole  matter  before  her,  and  every 
thing  staled  and  balanced  ; concluding  witii 
their  humble  advice  to  pass  the  bill.  This  was 
very  h«  avy  on  the  lord  Godolphin,  on  whose 
counsel  the  queen  chiefly  relied.  He  saw,  that 
the  ill  consequences  of  breaking  the  army,  and 
laying  that  kingdom  open  to  an  invasion,  would 
fall  on  him,  if  he  should,  in  contradiction  to  the 
ad  vice  given  by  the  ministry  of  Scotland,  have 
advised  ihe  queen  to  reject  the  bill.  This  was 
under  consideration  in  the  end  of  July,  when 
affairs  abroad  were  in  a great  uncertainty  ; for 
though  tlie  victory  at  Sc  hel  leu  burg  was  a good 
step,  yet  the  great  decision  was  not  then  conic. 
He  thought  therefore,  considering  the  state  of 
affairs,  anil  the  accidents  which  might  happen, 
that  ii  was  the  safest  thing  for  the  queen  to 
comply  with  the  advice  of  those  to  whom  she 
trusted  the  affairs  of  that  kingdom. 

The  Lord  High  Commissioner's  Speech  on 
patting  (he  Act  of  Security — and  to  quicken  (he 
Supply.]  August  5.  The  queen  sent  orders  t<» 
pass  the  hill,  which  being  done,  the  Commis-  ' 
fcianer  made  the  following  speech  on  the  occa- 
sion : 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  ; At  your  sit- 
ting down,  her  majesty,  in  her  gracious  letter, 
recommended  to  you  two  things,  which  she 
thought  most  necessary  for  your  own  quiet  and 
security,  sis  well  as  for  that  of  her  government ; 
the  settling  of  the  succession  in  the  protestnnt 
line,  and  the  providing  for  the  subsistence  of 
the  forces,  the  funds  last  given  for  that  end  be- 
ing then  exhausted.  The  first  of  these  you 
have  not  thought  fit  for  your  interest  to  du  at  , 
this  time.  1 heartily  wish  you  may  meet  with 
an  opportunity  for  it  more  for  your  advantage 
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at  another.  The  other  all  of  you  seemed  aw 
ready  and  willing  to  go  into,  as  witness  tbe  se- 
veral motions  and  resolves  made  tbervaoet:, 
but,  withal,  shewed  strong  inclination*  Ionov; 
of  security,  os  absolutely  necessary.  1 told  jm 
then,  as  1 had  doue  at  first,  that  I hut  L«a 
fully  fmpowered  and  instructed,  not  odvisto 
that,  but  many  other  things  lor  your  good;  hs 
upon  the  alteration  of  circumstances,  had  srt 
uow  the  liiieriy  to  make  use  of  those  farm 
even  as  to  that,  till  I had  acquainted  it 
majesty,  and  knew  her  imud,  winch  I *ock 
do,  and  use  ray  utmost  interest  to  piocat  a 
favourable  ; which  was  tlie  true  reasoaotasr 
long  adjournment,  and  not  what  was  iimMMS 
by  some,  who  ought  to  have  known  me  bcsc. 
the  character  1 have  in  the  world  bo;.  &i 
hope,  above  so  menu  a reflection. 

44  And  now,  my  lords  and  gentlemen,  1 c* 
tell  you,  that,  lioiu  her  majesty’s  initiirewd- 
ness  ami  gracious  disposition  toward*  yoa  i 
hath  been  more  easy  for  me.  and  Kw&euw 
of  her  servants,  to  prevail  with  her,  daw  pr- 
imps w as  by  others  expected  ; so  tiu.ty«a 
an  act  of  security  sufficient  for  toe  twbp* 
posed.  And  it  is  buped,  at  tlie  sametiac. 
will  perfect  that  of  supply,  which  you  HD 
selves  seem  convinced  to  be  ab&nlutrU  tec» 
sary  at  this  tune,  and  without  which  oeuitr 
the  forces  can  he  kept  on  foot,  nor  any  JnCiH  j 
maintained  for  guarding  our  coasts  abdarcvcf 
our  trade;  both  winch  now  King  before y»- 1 
hope  you  wii|  go  presently  alxmt,  that,  ,us 
finished,  they  may  have  the  royal  assent, 

1 inn  ready  to  give.  Aud  therefore  you  sa’ 
have  time  to  proceed  to  other  bouts 
ing  to  trade,  or  your  other  concerns,  wbrra 
I shall  be  willing  to  comply  with  yourdew* 

[ so  they  be  vvilbiu  the  bounds  of'  my  abtrss* 
lions.”* 


* 44  Thus  this  act  of  security  was  passed  fJ 
the  buttle  of  Blenheim  was  over,  lut  sew**' 
days  before  the  liens  of  it  reached  Knp^ 
When  the  act  passed,  copies  of  it  were 
England,  where  it  was  soon  printed  by  tn 
who  were  uueusy  at  the  lord  Godulpkrosiw*; 
ing  the  w hite  staff,  and  resolved  to  male  u» 
this  against  him  : for  the  whole  blame  of  I*®’ 
ing  it  was  cast  upon  him.  It  was  nut  pu»tJ 
to  prove,  that  he  had  advised  the  queen  u 
and  therefore  some  took  it  by  another  bait, 

' and  resolved  to  urge  it  against  him,  that  be. sd 
not  persuaded  the  queen  to  reject  m, tbHP 
that  seemed  a great  stretch;  for,  he  b«€* 
stranger  to  Scotland,  it  might  bare  been  > 
hie  to  more  objection,  if  he  tiad  preside?  * 
advise  the  queen  to  refuse  a bill  pwdi>^ 
parliament  of  that  kingdom,  which  all  the  tao* 
nistry  there  advised  her  to  pass,  burner* 
sure*  were  passed  upon  tins  act.  It  •** 
that  the  two  kingdoms  were  now  diode!  b? 
law,  and  tiiat  the  Scots  were  patting  thraufim 
in  a posture  to  defend  it : and  all  saw  by  ah* 
advices  this  was  done.  One  thing,  which  c*- 
trikuted  to  keep  up  an  ill  humour  ra  tbep»h* 
meut  of  Scotland,  w as  -sabre  jusUj  ifflfwwdi 
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The  Lord  High  Commissioner *»  Speech  at  the 
djoumment.]  Aug.  27.  The  parliament 
tving  granted  a six  months  cess  for  the  pay  of 
e army,  they  were  entering  upon  debates 
mut  the  plot  anti  the  proceedings  of  the  Eng- 
h bouse  of  lords  in  that  affair,  as  an  undue 
urmeridling  with  their  concerns,  and  an  in- 
oacbuieut  upon  the  sovereignty  and  indepen- 
•ncy  of  their  nation,  when  the  High  Com  mis- 
tier came  to  the  House,  and  made  the  fol- 
ding Speech  : 

41  My  lords  and  gentlemen ; You  have  now 
t long,  and,  I think,  you  cannot  complain 
at  you  have  been  cut  short  by  frequent  ad- 
ununents  or  short  sederunts.  In  this  time 
ore  might  have  been  done;  liowever,  some 
w>d  laws  are  passed,  and  one  in  particular, 
hich  gives  sufficient  evidence  of  the  disposi- 
jn  her  Majesty  was  in  to  have  gratified  you 
whatever  was  reasonable.  I advertised  vou 
telv,  that  you  had  not  much  longer  to  sit : and 
tough  i cannot  hut  say  the  time  you  have  had 
nee  has  been  very  usefully  employed,  yet,  if 
lere  had  been  more  dispatch  made,  some  of 
iose  good  laws  winch  are  now  before  you 
ight  have  passed  ; but  now  I must  tell  you, 
•at  I am  not  allowed  to  give  yoa  any  more  time, 
sr  Majesty  thinking  a short  recess  necessary 
present,  so  it  will  not  he  long  till  yuu  may 
ave  another  opportunity  of  doing  what  still 
ttnain*  lit  to  he  done ; for  no  disappointment 
?r  Majesty  hath  met  w ith  can  alter,  in  the 
ust,  her  favourable  disposition  towards  this 
er  ancient  kingdom  *.M 

im.  The  queen  had  promised  to  send  down 
) them  all  the  examinations  relating  to  the 
lot-  i f these  had  been  sent  down,  probably 
i the  first  heat  the  matter  might  have  been 
irried  lar  against  the  duke  of  Quee  isberry. 
■at  he,  who  stayed  all  the  while  in  London, 
>t  it  to  l*e  represented  to  the  q«een,  that  the 
Hiding  down  these  examinations,  with  the 
ersons  concealed  in  them,  would  run  the  ses- 
cn  into  so  much  heat,  and  into  such  a length, 
mi  it  wr  mid  divert  them  quite  from  considering 
»e  succession,  and  it  might  produce  a tragical 
x»ne.  Upon  these  suggestions,  the  queen  al- 
*ed  her  resolution  of  sending  them  down ; 
ud  though  repeated  applications  were  made 
) her,  both  by  the  parliament  and  her  minis- 
to  have  them  sent,  yet  no  answer  was 
lade  to  ihe*e,  nor  was  so  much  as  an  ex- 
ust*  made  for  not  sending  them.  The  duke  of 
iueensberry,  having  gamed  this  point,  got  all 
it  friends  to  join  with  the  party  that  opposed 
he  new  ministry.  This  both  defeated  all  their 
vojectc,  and  softened  the  spirits  of  those  who 
*erc  vj  set  against  him,  that  in  their  first  fury 
lf>  stop  could  have  been  put  to  their  procecd- 
ngs.  But  now  the  party  that  had  designed  to 
“in  him,  was  so  much  wrought  on  by  the  assist- 
ance that  his  friends  gave  them  in  this  session, 
hat  they  resolved  to  preserve  him.”  Tindal. 

* 44  Before  they  separated,  they  drew  up  an 
Address  to  the  queen,  desiring,  that  the  Evi- 
**nce  and  Papers  relating  to  the  plot  might  be 
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The  Scotch  parliament  met  again  on  the  08th 
of  June,  1705,  when  his  grace  John  duke  of 
Argyle,  her  Majesty’s  High  Commissioner,  went 
to  the  parliament  house,  where  his  grace’s  com- 
mission was  read,  and  recorded  ; after  which  a 
commission  to  James  earl  of  Seafield  to  he 
Chancellor,  commissions  to  William  marquis  of 
Annandale,  and  Hugh  earl  of  Loudon,  to  be  Se- 
cretaries of  State,  David  earl  of  Glasgow,  to  be 
Lord  Treasurer  Deputy,  sir  James  Murray  of 
PhUiphaugh,  to  be  Clerk  Register,  and  Adam 

laid  before  them  against  the  next  session. 
This  was  the  state  of  that  nation,  which  was 
aggravated  very  odiously  ail  over  England.  It 
was  confidently,  though,  as  was  afterwards 
known,  very  falsely  reported,  that  great  quan- 
tities of  arms  were  brought  over,  and  dispersed 
through  the  whole  kingdom.  And,  it  being 
well  known  how  poor  the  nation  was  at  that 
time,  it  was  said  those  arms  were  paid  for  by 
other  hands,  in  imitation  of  what  it  was  be- 
lieved cardinal  Richelieu  did  in  the  year  1638. 
Another  thing  was  given  out  very  maliciously 
by  tht*  lord  Godolphin’s  enemies,  that  he  hacl 
given  directions  under-hand  to  hinder  the  de- 
claring the  succession ; and  that  the  secret  of 
this  was  trusted  to  Mr.  Johnston,  who,  they 
said,  talked  openly  one  way,  and  acted  se- 
cretly atiotlter,  though  there  never  appeared 
any  colour  of  truth  in  those  reports.  Great 
use  was  to  be  made  of  the  affairs  of  Scotland, 
bee  a use  there  was  no  ground  of  complaint  of 
any  thing  m the  administration  at  home.  All 
the  duke  ol  Marlborough’s  enemies  saw,  that 
his  chief  strength  lay  in  the  credit  which  the 
lord  Gudolpbin  was  in  at  home,  while  he  was 
so  successful  abroad:  so  that  it  being  impossi- 
ble to  attack  him  in  such  a course  of  glory, 
they  laid  their  aims  against  the  Lord-Trea- 
surer. The  Tories  resolved  to  attack  him,  and 
that  disposed  the  Whigs  to  preserve  him  ; and 
this  was  so  managed  by  them,  that  it  gave  a 
great  turn  to  all  the  c uncils  at  home. — Imme- 
diately after  the  adjournment  of  the  parlia- 
ment, the  courtiers  repaired  to  London,  where 
the  marquis  of  Tweed  ale  was  made  chancellor 
of  Scotland  ; the  carls  of  Seafield  and  Rox- 
burgh, secretaries  of  state  ; the  earl  of  Rothes, 
lord-privy-«eal : the  earl  of  Cromarty,  justice- 
general  ; Mr.  Bailie  of  Jervis-wood,  treasurer- 
deputy  ; and  the  earl  of  Selkirk,  lord  Bethaven, 
and  sir  John  Home,  lords  of  the  treasury:  Sir 
William  Hamilton  was  alio  made  justice-clerk ; 
hut  he  lived  not  to  enjoy  that  office  many 
months,  and  was  succeeded  by  Adam  Cock- 
burn  of  Ormistown.  A new  commission  was, 
at  the  same  time,  sent  down  to  Edinburgh,  by 
which  most  of  the  cavaliers,  and  all  the  duke  of 
Queensbcrry’s  friends,  were  laid  aside,  and  it 
was  made  up  mtirely  of  Scots  revolutioners. 
And  thus  the  administration  of  affairs  in  Scot- 
land was  lodged  in  the  hands  of  a body  of  men, 
who  concurred  with  the  measures  at  that  time 
pursued  by  the  court  of  England.”  Tindal. 
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OrmistonCjto  be  Lord  Justice  Clerk,  were  read 
and  recorded  as  usual. 

The  Queen’s  Letter .]  Then  they  adjourned 
to  the  3rd  of  July,  when  they  met  again, 
and  her  majesty’s  Letter  to  them  was  read 
as  fjlluweth:  and  his  grace  the  Lord  Com- 
missioner and  the  Lord  Chancellor  made  the 
following  vS|»eeches: 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen:  It  hath  been 
our  great  care  and  concern  ever  since  our  ac- 
cession to  the  crown,  to  preserve  the  peace,  und 
promote  the  true  interest  and  advantage  of 
that  our  antient  kingdom ; and  above  all,  to 
have  your  present  establishment  so  secured, 
that  both  you,  and  after  ages  may  reap  the  be- 
nefit thereof. — You  are  now  again  met  in  par- 
liament, and  no  doubt,  with  a full  view  of  all 
your  present  circumstances,  which  we  heartily 
wish  may  be  seconded  with  such  endeavours  on 
your  part,  as  may  best  accomplish  what  we  so 
really  design. — In  your  last  meeting  we  recom- 
mended to  you  with  the  greatest  earnestness, 
the  settliugof  the  succession  of  that  our  ancient 
kingdom  in  the  Protestant  line,  and  several 
things  having  since  happened,  which  shew  the 
great  incouvenience  of  this  matter’s  continuing 
in  suspence,  we  cannot  but  at  present  most  se- 
riously renew  the  recommendation  of  this  set- 
tlement, as  being  convinced  of  the  grow  ing  ne- 
cessity thereof,  both  for  the  preservation  of  the 
Protestant  religion,  and  the  peace  and  safety  of 
all  our  dominions,  and  for  defeating  the  de- 
signs and  attempts  of  all  our  enemies.  And  to 
prevent  any  objections  to  the  snid  settlement, 
that  can  be  suggested  from  the  views  or  fears  of 
future  inconveniences  that  may  happen  to  ;liat 
our  kingdom  from  thence,  we  shall  be  ready  to 
give  the  roynl  assent  to  such  proceedings  and 
restrictions,  as  shall  be  found  necessary  and 
reasonable  in  such  a case ; und  therefore  we 
must  still  leave  it  upon  you  as  most  necessary 
for  all  the  ends  already  mentioned,  that  you  go 
to  the  settlement  of  the  succession  before  all 
other  business. — We  are  fully  satisfied,  and 
doubt  not  but  you  are,  that  great  benefits  will 
arise  to  all  our  subjects  by  an  Union  of  Scot- 
land and  England,  and  that  nothing  will  con- 
tribute more  to  the  composing  of  differences, 
and  extinguish  the  heats  that  are  unhappily 
raised  und  fomented  by  the  enemies  of  both 
nations,  than  the  promoting  of  every  thing  tiiat 
tends  to  the  procuring  the  same.  Therefore 
we  earnestly  recommend  to  you  to  pass  an  act 
for  a commission  to  st't  a treaty  oil  foot  be- 
tween the  kingdoms,  as  our  parliament  of  Eng- 
land has  done,  for  effectuating  what  is  so  desir- 
able, and  for  such  other  matters  and  things  as 
may  be  judged  proper  for  our  honour,  and  the 
good  and  advantage  of  both  kingdoms  for  ever; 
in  which  we  shall  most  heartily  give  our  best 
assistance. — The  supplies  granted  by  the  par- 
liament for  maintaining  the  forces,  with  the 
forts,  garrisons  and  frigates,  are  now  at  an  end, 
and  the  same  being  still  necessary  to  be  main- 
tained ; as  likewise  that  the  magazines  of  arms 
and  ammunition  be  duly  furnished  for  the 
peace  and  security  of  tint  kingdom,  especially 
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now  in  time  of  war,  wc  doubt  not  but  too*. 
provide  the  supplies  needful,  hi  such  bsxlst 
as  may  be  easy  and  effectual. — Wetaveniaa: 
the  duke  of  Argyle  to  be  our  counmsyouer.  i 
represent  our  person  in  this  session  of  pzr^- 
ment,  as  one,  of  w hose  capacity  and  zeal  tv 
our  service,  and  the  kingdom’s  good  tad  ad- 
vantage, we  are  sufficiently  assured,  and  not® 
hopeful  that  he  will  be  to  you  acceptable:  Wt 
have  fully  empowered  him  to  declare  on: 
resolution  to  maintain  the  government  bxi  ~ 
church  and  state,  as  by  law  established,  *« 
likewise  to  consent  to  such  further  UwstssM 
be  thought  needful  for  that  end. — We  lantur, 
empowered  him  to  give  the  royal  assent  tossri 
good  laws,  as  shall  be  concluded  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  piety,  ami  discouragement  of  im- 
morality y for  the  better  encouraging  usd  ta- 
li roving  of  trade  and  manufacture,  die  Scrtber 
securing  of  private  rights  und  conveyance*,  mi 
for  promoting  the  more  easy  and  speedy  aisi- 
nistration  of  justice;  and  generally  for  van 
may  be  found  for  the  good  and  advance;  ^ 
the  kingdom.  In  all  such,  and  whatever  da 
may  contribute  for  the  happiness  and 
tioo  of  our  people,  you  shall  have  our  ready  u!  I 
chearful  concurrence  : and  so  we  bid  y«»o  be*?- 
lily  farewell. — Given  at  our  court  at  Wiae** 
Castle,  the  18th  of  June,  1705;  and  of »' 
reign  ilie  4th  year.” 

The  Lord  High  Commissioner  s Spreck.j  Ha 
grace,  the  Lord  Commissioner,  nude  after- 
wards the  following  Speech  : 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  ; Her  oiajec 
has  in  her  most  gracious  letter  expressed  r 
much  tenderness  and  affection  towards  this  a- 1 
tion,  in  assuring  you,  that  she  will  roainuiafc  1 
government,  us  established  by  law,  beta 
church  and  slate ; and  acquainting  you  that  # 
hus  been  pleased  to  give  ine  such  power. : 
pass  such  acts  as  may  be  for  the  good  cf  tk 
nation,  that,  were  it  not  purely  to  comply**’ 
custom,  I might  be  silent,  ller  majesty  hi*  coder 
her  consideration  the  present  circa fnstxE*'- 
of  this  kingdom  ; and  out  of  her  extreme  cc> 
cern  for  its  welfare,  has  been  graciously  pW 
to  recommend  to  you  two  expedients,  u>  pr* 
vent  the  ruin,  which  does  but  too  pb*? 
threaten  us : in  the  first  place,  your  setcis? 
the  succession  in  the  Protestant  fine,  as  •»  & 
absolutely  and  immediately  necessary  to 
our  peace,  to  cool  those  heats  which  bate,  wtk 
great  industry  and  too  much  success,  been  b 
men  ted  among  us,  and  effectually  disapp^1 
the  designs  of  all  our  enemies.  In  the  $ect*d. 
a treaty  with  England,  which  you  yoonefii* 
liave  shewn  so  great  an  inclination  for,  that* 
is  not  to  be  supposed  it  can  meet  with  any  op- 
position.— The  small  part  of  the  funds 
were  appropriated,  in  your  last  meeting,  tor  lb 
army,  are  now  at  an  end,  and  I believe  ewry 
body  is  satisfied  of  how  great  a use  our  Wp» 
have  been  to  our  trade;  and  it  is  fit  to  acqua.i: 
you,  our  forts  are  ruinous,  and  our  mages** 
empty.  Therefore  I do  not  doubt  but  yett 
wisdom  will  direct  you  to  provide  suitable 
plies, — My  Lords  and  gentlemen,  I am 
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isible  of  the  difficulties  that  attend  this  post, 
i the  loss  I am  at  by  my  want  of  experience 
affairs;  but  I shall  endeavour  to  make  it  up 
my  zeal  and  firmness  in  serving  her  mnjes- 
aud  the  great  regard  1 shall  have  to  what- 
ver  may  be  for  the  good  6f  my  country.” 

Die  Lord  Chancellor  s S/ie/rA.]  Then  the 
ril  Chancellor  spoke  to  the  assembly  in 
• following  words : 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  ; Her  Majesty 
her  most  gracious  letter,  and  my  lord  coin- 
ssioncr  his  grace,  in  his  speech,  do  propose 
»se  things  to  your  consideration,  which  are 
the  greatest  importance  for  the  security  of 
ur  religion  and  liberties  ; and  her  Majesty  is 
Kt  willing  to  do  all  that  is  in  her  power,  to 
imote  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  ail 
r subjects. — For  these  ends  her  Majesty 
th,  with  great  earnestness,  continue  to  re- 
mmend  to  you  die  settlement  of  the  succes- 
>n  to  the  crown  in  the  Protestant  line,  as  the 
rest  measure  for  preserving  all  that  is  valu- 
leto  you,  with  regard  either  to  your  sacred 
civil  concerns  : so  long  as  this  is  delayed, 
e enemies  of  our  present  establishment  will 
ntinue  their  bad  designs,  and  be  ready  to 
ke  the  first  opportunity  to  disturb  tiie  public 
ace;  and  when  can  you  enter  upon  the  de- 
•eration  of  this  matter,  with  greater  advan- 
ce than  now  in  her  Ma  jesty's  own  time ; 
id  when  you  have  assurances  from  her  of  all 
tcoiirageiueiu,  and  that  she  is  ready  to  grant 
cb  limitations  and  conditions  of  government, 
ith  regard  to  the  successor,  ns  can  be  reason- 
dy  proposed,  and  will  give  her  royal  concttr- 
nce  in  every  thing  that  can  make  this  settle- 
eut  advantageous  to  this  nation. — Her  Ma- 
sty  doth  also  in  her  royal  letter,  with  great 
mcern,  signify  her  design  to  prevent  all  dif- 
rences  that  inav  happen  between  this  k ing- 
am and  that  of  England ; and  proposes  the 
ily  expedient  in  this  mutter,  the  setting  on 
ot  a Treaty  of  Union,  and  of  such  other  inat- 
ts  and  concerns  ns  mav  be  for  her  Majesty's 
>nour,  and  the  good  and  advantage  of  both 
ngdoms.  It  is  unquestionably  the  interest  of 
ith  nations,  thnt  they  be  more  closely  united; 
id  that  there  be  an  entire  communication  of 
^vantages  and  privileges,  and  that  they  both 
ad  the  same  interest,  which  would  make  the 
had  secure  at  home  and  formidable  abroad  ; 
nd  you  are  assured  of  her  Majesty’s  royal 
jncurrcnce  and  assistance, ' to  make  this 
eaty  effectual,  to.  the  mutual  advantage  of 
oth  kingdoms. — You  will  certainly  think  it 
sasonable  to  grant  the  needful  supplies  for 
mintmning  the  forces  and  frigates,  ami  for 
tiier  uses  mentioned  in  her  Majesty's  letter; 
liese  being  so  necessary  now  in  time  of  war, 
»r  the  support  of  her  Majesty’s  government, 
ud  for  the  defence  of  this  nation,  against  the 
lUempts  and  designs  of  our  enemies. — My 
irds  and  gentlemen,  my  lord  commissioner 
*?ing  fully  instructed  by  her  Majesty,  in  every 
king  that  concerns  the  good  ot  this  nation, 
rou  have  the  clearest  and  greatest  evidence  of 
nr  Majesty’s  tno*t  tender  care  for  the  happi- 


ness of  her  people.  I am  therefore  hopeful 
you  will  improve  this  most  desirable  opportu- 
nity, for  promoting  of  piety,  for  encouraging 
our  trade,  for  preserving  of  your  peace,  and 
for  doing  all  that  may  be  for  the  mutual  satis- 
faction of  her  Majesty  and  her  subjects.” 

Proceeding .1  respecting  1'rade,  the  State  of  the 
Coin,  Paper  Credit , July  6.  The  mar- 
quis of  Annaiulale  presented  a proposal,  “ That 
thd  parliament  would  go  upon  the  considera- 
tion of  such  limitations  and  conditions  of  go- 
vernment, as  should  be  judged  proper  for  the 
next  successor  in  the  Protestant  line;  and 
that,  at  the  same  time,  a committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  consider  the  condition  of  the  Coin 
of  the  nation,  and  the  state  of  its  commerce  or 
trade,  as  to  export  and  import,  and  to  prepare 
and  bring  in  the  most  proper  remedies  and 
regulations  for  that  end.”  Hereupon  the  carl 
Marischal  presented  a resolve,  “ That  the 
house,  previous  to  all  other  affairs,  would  make 
such  regulations  of  the  Trade  and  Coin  of  this 
kingdom,  as  might  be  most  for  the  advantage 
of  the  nation.”  Another  resolve  was  also  pre- 
sented by  the  carl  of  Mar,  {i  That  the  bouse 
would,  preferably  to  all  other  business,  take 
into  their  consideration  the  nation's  circum- 
stances, as  to  England,  and  how  to  enter  into 
a treaty  with  them.’’  This  last  being  seconded 
by  few,  his  lordship  thought  fit  to  withdraw  it 
till  another  time:  but  the  house  fell  into  a de- 
bate of  six  hours  upon  the  two  first  motions, 
and  at  last  came  to  the  question.  Whether  to 
proceed  first  to  the  consideration  of  Coin  and 
Trade,  or  to  that  of  Limitations  ; and  the  first 
was  curried.  Then  a second  question  was  put. 
Whether  the  Coin  and  Trade  should  be  taken 
into  consideration  by  way  of  resolve,  which  ex- 
cluded nil  other  business  till  that  should  be  de- 
termined, or  by  way  of  proposal,  which  ad- 
mitted of  other  business  : and  this  was  carried 
likewise  by  a great  majority.  It  was  the  opi- 
nion of  many,  that  the  cavaliers  made  a wrong 
step  in  postponing  the  more  material  affairs, 
and  trilling  away  the  beginning  of  the  session 
in  matters  of  no  importance ; for,  if  they  had 
immediately  called  for  the  queen's  Letter,  in 
order  to  return  an  answer  to  it,  the  treaty  with 
England  would  naturally  have  fallen  under 
consideration,  and  the  duke  of  Queensberry's 
friends  not  being  yet  gone  off  from  them,  they 
might  have  either  rejected  it,  oral  least  clogged 
it  as  they  pleased,  and  chosen  such  member* 
as  they  thought  fit  to  be  commissioners. 

Whatever  ground  there  may  have  been  for 
this  conjecture,  it  is  certain,  that  the  three 
next  and  many  Seder  tints  or  Sittings  were  spent 
in  the  consideration  of  Trade : in  relation  to 
which  several  overtures  or  proposals  were 
laid  before  the  house,  some  of  which  passed  into 
laws,  and  the  others  were  rejected.  Amongst 
the  rest,  there  were  two  proposals  made  for 
supplying  the  nation  with  money  by  a Paper- 
Credit.  The  first  was  offered  by  Dr.  Hugh 
Chamberlaine,  whose  project  by  a Land-bank, 
had,  some  years  before,  miscarried  in  England, 
and  reduced  him  *0  low,  that  he  was  obliged 
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to  fly  from  his  creditors  into  Scotland.  The 
other  was  proposed  by  John  Law,  the  son  of  a 
goldsmith  in  Edinburgh,  a man  of  subtle  parts, 
who,  having  squandered  away  his  small  fortune, 
was  forced  to  live  by  gaming,  but  who,  being  an  < 
agreeable  debauchee,  found  the  way  to  in- 
gratiate himself  with  the  duke  of  Argyle,  and 
the  leaders  of  the  flying  squadron.  Upon  the 
confidence  of  their  support,  he  presented  a 
very  plausible  scheme,  which  was  readily 
espoused  by  nil  the  courtiers,  and  many  of  the 
flying  squadron,  because  it  was  so  framed, 
that,  in  process  of  time,  it  w ould  have  brought 
all  the  estates  of  the  kmgdom  to  depend  upon 
the  government.  But  the  house  rejected  the 
proposal,  and  came  to  a Resolution,  “That  the 
establishing  any  kind  of  Paper  Credit,  so  as  to 
make  bills  pass  for  current  coin,  was  an  im- 
proper expedient.”  A council  was  likewise 
appointed,  with  power  to  put  the  [laws  relating 
thereto  into  execution ; and  it  was  recom- 
mended to  them  to  bring  the  export  and 
import  of  the  nation  to  a balance,  and  lay  the 
tame  before  the  bouse  next  session. 

Proceeding*  respecting  the  Succession .]  Be- 
fore this  act  was  brought  to  perfection,  the 
cavaliers  made  all  possible  efforts  to  prevent 
the  settling  of  the  Succession,  for  which  pur- 
pose the  duke  of  Hamilton,  on  the  17 th  of 
July,  presented  the  following  resolve,  “ That 
this  parliament  will  not  proceed  to  the  nomi- 
nation of  a Successor,  till  they  have  Imd  a pre- 
vious treaty  with  England  in  relation  to  com- 
merce, and  other  concerns  with  that  nation.” 
And  further  “ That  this  parliament  will  proceed 
to  make  such  Limitations  and  conditions  of 
government  for  the  rectification  of  the  constitu- 
tion, as  may  secure  the  liberty,  religion,  and 
independency  of  this  kingdom,  he  fore  they 
proceed  to  the  nomination  of  a successor.” 
The  court,  and  most  of  the  flying  squadron, 
united  against  this  resolve  ; hut  tiie  cavaliers  in- 
sisted vigorously  upon  it,  nnd,  by  the  assistance 
of  some  of  the  duke  of  Queensberry's  friends, 
carried  it  by  a great  majority. 

Lord  Belha  veu'i  Speech  Ihtreon."]  Upon  this 
occasion  Lord  Bel  haven  made  the  following 
Speech  : 

“ My  Lord  Chancellor  ; By  what  experience 
1 have  had  in  this  world,  I always  found,  that 
when  divisions  are  once  come  to  that  consist-  j 
ency,  as  to  form  themselves  m factions  upon  ! 
different  measures  and  opposite  designs,  that  ! 
then  reason  and  reasoning  make  hut  n very  1 
small  impression  upon  either  of  the  parties,  i 
Therefore  I shall  not  enter  into  the  merits  of  | 
this  resolve,  nor  of  it»  expediency  or  unex-  j 
pediency  at  this  time,  that  I may  not  give  I 
the  least  rise  to  debate,  or  occasion  of  misun- 
derstanding amongst  ourselves.  What  I shall 
say  on  this  head,  is  to  advance  this  position, 
viz.  That  there  is  more  rinngfer  to  our  nation, 
and  national  concerns  by  divisions  nnd  factions, 
than  by  any  mistakes  in  fit  and  adequate  mea- 
sures, if  they  be  unanimously  gone  upon. — A 
wrong  measure,  especially*  in  resolution*,  may 
be  rectified  and  redressed,  when  we  come  to  a 
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fuller  view  of  the  affair.  And,  though  ses? 
times  they  prove  unsuccessful,  yet  onaraa 
endures  a shock  w ith  firmness  ; but  dw  ?w» 
and  factions  increase  and  multiply,  serf  d*t 
from  very  small  beginnings,  so  as  to  render  as 
persuasions  abortive  ; aud  that  more  Wpod* 
amongst  men  of  honour,  w ho,  as  they  am  ge- 
nerally more  grateful,  constant,  and  fra  t* 
their  words  aud  parties,  so  upon  dtsappos*- 
inents  they  arc  more  prone  to  resentment  art 
revenge,  the  most  dangerous  of  all  passim,  sad 
the  most  fatal  to  the  very  being  of 
What  I plead  for,  my  lord,  at  this  tne.  s 
unity.  Would  you  have  limitations’  Go 
upon  them  unanimously.  Would  you  h*w» 
treaty?  Do  the  like.  Would  you  settled 
succession  upon  limitations  without  a ertf*  * 
Would  you  settle  the  succession  os  trrii- 
without  limitations?  Would  you  haveaaBhfr 
done  at  this  rime  ? In  short,  whatever  y* 
would  have  done,  let  it  be  done  nem.  (9 
and  it  will  not  want  its  own  weight;  for  la 
persuaded,  that,  whatever  resolution  th* 
nouruble  house  shall  come  to,  a wrongro«»:rr 
is  preferable  to  a good  one,  if  there  be  ♦ 
nnimity  in  the  one,  and  faction  at  the  kocm 
of  the  other. — My  lords,  I could  bring  mrs 
stances  from  the  histones  of  Europe,  to  c*5- 
firm  what  I have  said,  and  from  none  ujc* 
thftn  that  of  our  neighbours,  the  states 
Holland,  whose  unity  has  raised  them  to  tie 
grandeur  and  riches  they  are  possessed  cf  < 
this  day.  They  wanted  not  wrong  meas®w 
and  unsuccessful  attempts ; but  their  uo;*- 
mons  firmness  in  the  vindication  of  their 
hath  made  good  the  verity  of  their 
* Concordia  res  parvie  crescunt/ — But,  wrrr; 
what  is  foreign,  I shall  confine  myself  to  «r 
own  histories,  and  by  four  examples  I tkik 
make  it  evidently  appear,  that  our  prelect* 
sors,  when  in  good  understanding  aa-jos* 
themselves,  were  always  in  a condition  to  de- 
fend their  rights  and  liberties  against  the  Eai~ 
lish,  and  that  they  never  did  prevail  over  rs. 
save  when  we  were  divided  and  broke  by  a f* 
tions. — The  first  instance  is  of  that  MM* 
controversy  about  the  right  of  succession  i 
Alexander  the  third.  The  story  is  so  *ei 
known,  that  1 shall  not  give  this  hoDount  ? 
house  the  trouble  of  hearing  it  repealed.  Iw* 
shall  only  say,  we  divided  upon  it.  Wh»tfo*- 
lowed  upon  that  ? The  king  of  England  gt*» 
us  a king.  What  was  the  consequence  of  tbu 
Both  of  us  paid  very  dear  for  it.  For.  as  tb* 
historians  of  both  nations  tell  us,  there  folkr*ei 
upon  it  the  longest  and  most  bloody  war  that 
e'  er  was  betwixt  two  nations.  Then,  and  art 
before,  could  it  be  said,  that  England  had  ? 
pretence  of  homage  from  us. — Pray,  my  lord, 
had  it  not  been  better  that  our  predece»n 
had  of  themselves  chosen  tlw*  worst  of  coupe 
titors,  yeu  the  worst  men  of  the  nation  by  a ge- 
neral consent,  rather  than  to  hare  sa*tain« 
those  calamities  which  followed  on  that  di- 
vision ? — The  other  time,  mv  lord,  that  vr 
groaned  under  English  bondage.  wn§  by  Crom- 
well, who  knew  as  well  how  to  divide,  as 
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fight.  We  had  called  home  king  Charles  under  English  power  and  influence;  and  stf 
e second,  ns  successor  to  his  father.  Croin-  both  our  armies  in  France  and  peers  iu  Scot- 
Mi  enters  Scotland  with  an  army,  and  pre-  land,  refused  their  oaths,  as  long  as  they  were 
jIs:  what  was  the  reason  of  it?  Was  his  in  England,  looking  upon  them  not  ns  their 
my  comparable  to  ours  in  number?  lie  king's  commands  but  the  commands  of  au 
iew  very  well  king  Charles  the  first,  his  master,  enemy.  And  thus  we  were  preserved,  and  our 
d come  upon  us  with  a far  better  army,  and  kings  delivered  to  us  upon  ransom. — My  lord, 

: less  prepared,  and  less  accustomed  to  war;  I have  observed,  that  England  never  let  go  any 
d yet,  though  sword  in  hand,  he  was  nects-  opportunity,  neither  before  nor  since  the  Union 
ated  to  give  us  a valuable  treaty  at  the  i of  the  two  crowns,  to  bring  us  under  their 
rks.  He  knew  very  well,  that  we  had  the  power;  and  l am  persuaded,  that  the  heats 
mains  of  that  gallant  army,  which  had  pro-  and  animosities  amongst  us  these  several  sca- 
red us  so  good  conditions  at  the  treaty  of  sions  of  parliament  have,  amongst  other  things* 
ppon,  and  who  afterwards  had  raised  the  occasioned  that  threatening  and  unaccountable 
filamentary  power  above  that  of  their  ho-  act  of  parliament,  wherein  they  characterize 
reign.  He  knew,  that  we  had  the  brave  our  ministers,  and  criticise  our  acts ; as  it  hath 
)aps  that  had  preserved  the  north  of  Ireland  also  given  birth  to  those  contemptible  and  ig- 
w»  the  Irish  rebels.  Whence  then  came  norant  pamphlets,  published  of  lnte  against  the 
those  hopes  of  Oliver  ? It  came,  my  lords,  sovereignty  and  independency  of  our  nation, 
un  our  divisions : we  were  united  in  those  Will  you  prevent  the  consequences  of  what  is 
rmer  times,  and  broken  then.  In  short  we  designed  against  us  ? lie  as  united  as  they  in 
d the  Hamiltons,  Grahams,  andCampbelU,  your  actings  against  them.  Did  Whig  and 
ch  driving  on  opposite  designs.  Nay,  uiy  Tory  differ  about  us  ? No,  my  lord  : the  two 
‘d,  faction  was  come  to  that  height  of  cn-  houses,  though  iu  civil  war  among  themselves, 
miasm,  that  when  we  came  to  fight  Crora-  did  vie  with  one  another,  which  of  them  should 
.*11  at  Dunbar,  we  would  not  fight  but  as  have  the  honour  to  give  us  the  sharpest  and 
ideon  did  the  Midianites,  although  we  had  severest  blow. — To  conclude,  would  you  quench 
- such  warrant  for  it.  I pray  God,  my  lord,  the  fire  that  appears  to  be  raised  against  us  in 
ings  come  not  to  such  an  height  now,  espe-  England  ? Would  you  have  a successful  treaty 
ally  when  we,  as  they,  mind  more,  who  and  good  limitations  ? Be  unanimous;  and,  l 
all  do  such  and  such  things,  than  what  hope,  the  case  is  not  as  yet  so  desperate,  but, 
ings  are  fittest  to  be  done;  so  that  every  what  our  predecessors  have  found,  we  may  yet 
•mmissioner  now  must  have  the  board  swept  find  the  like. — It  may  be  asked,  my  lord,  how 
5an,  before  he  undertakes  the  queen's  busi-  shall  wre  be  unanimous,  and  who  shall  yield  ? 
ss.  I speak  not  this,  my  lord,  out  of  any  I think  Providence  has  made  that  very  easy 
sentment  1 have,  by  being  lately  turned  with  relation  to  this  resolve.  For  suppose  some 
it  of  a post,  I profess  I have  not  the  least  re-  be  for  limitations,  that  are  not  for  a treaty; 
utment  upon  it.  Why  should  not  the  queen  «nd  others  for  a treaty,  that  arc  not  for  limita- 
iploy  what  servants  she  thinks  fit  ? But  I tions;  and  that  that  those  who  are  against  a 
cak  of  it,  because  lam  afraid  it  proves  u treaty,  ore  against  it  because  tliey  do  not  expect 
ed  to  factiou,  it  having  proved  so  prolific  ul-  reasonable  nod  good  conditions  from  England  ; 
adv,  as  to  have  two  crops  in  one  year,  though  and  that  ihosr  who  are  against  limitations,  are 
this  northern  climate. — The  two  instances,  against  them  because  they  would  prove  of  no 
iere  our  unity  preserved  us  from  the  fatal  long  continuance,  and  consequently  look  upon 
n sequences  of  war  with  England,  are  those  l hem  only  as  an  amusement  to  bring  us  to 
king  David  and  king  James  the  first,  after  ll,e  English  succession.  There  is  no  reason, 

; had  recovered  under  the  conduct  of  the  ,nT  l°rd,  in  all  this,  why  both  parties  should 
•ble  Bruce,  who  had  forced  the  grand-child,  not  agree  in  the  resolve : for,  suppose  all 
’ a most  solemn  renunciation,  to  yield  up  those  suppositions  should  prove  true,  shall  we 
e claim  of  homage,  unjustly  imposed  by  then  be  in  any  worse  condition  than  we  are 
o father  upon  us.  Two  unhappy  acci-  111  present?  Shall  it  he  said,  we  will  not  so 
nts  put  these  two  kings  in  the  bunds  of  much  as  resolve  to  treat  with  England  ; or  that 
e English.  Did  they  let  go  the  opportunities  limitations,  which  are  in  our  power  both  to 
trump  up  their  claim  of  homage?  No,  my  make  and  to  keep,  shall  be  looked  upou  by  us 
rd.  What  hindered  them  to  proceed  further?  os  things  impracticable,  and  of  no  duration? 
ing  David  had  lost  a considerate  battle,  was  No,  my  lord,  we  have  a gracious  queen  that 
ere  made  prisoner  hitmelf,  many  of  the  no-  vyill  assist  us  in  both,  and  who,  in  her  gracious 
lity  killed  and  taken,  England  successful  Letter,  seems  to  desire  both. — 1 do  consider 
ainst  France  at  the  same  time,  and  their  England,  with  relation  to  the  succession  of 
ng  prisoner  in  England.  King  James  1.  was  Britain,  as  so  many  fishes  inclosed  in  a large 
eir  prisoner,  being  forced  to  fly  from  the  strong  net.  They  have  room  to  swim,  toss,  * 
•just  designs  of  his  uncle  Robert,  and  ns  un-  aad  tumble;  but,  as  loug  os  the  fi>herman  keeps 
?tly  made  prisoner  by  them.  These  occasions,  his  hold,  they  cannot  break  through.  I be- 
y lord,  did  appear  favourable  enough  for  Eng-  have  by  this  time  they  are  sensible,  that  the 
ud  to  make  use  of ; but  our  firm  unanimity  succession  to  the  two  kingdoms  in  Britain  ought 
it  a stop  to  their  designs.  We  declared  we  not  *°  have  been  designed,  much  less  settled, 
nnM  not  obey  our  kings  as  Igug  ns  thev  were  ! without  acquainting  ooe  part  of  Brjtaiti  with 
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the  design,  nrul  that  one  part  independent  upon 
the  other.  Therefore  if  we  Ik?  united,  and  keep 
our  hold,  anil  m«ke  no  unreasonable  demand, 
cither  of  limitations  from  our  queen,  or  con- 
ditions from  England,  but  merely  such  as  the 
necessity  of  the  nation  requires ; 1 hope,  by  the 
blessing  of  God  upon  our  just  endeavours,  and 
the  cordial  support  of  our  excellent  sovereign, 
that  we  shall  have  all  our  desires  granted,  and 
a good  understanding  betwixt  the  two  nations 
promoted,  not  for  tins  time  only,  but  for  ever  : 
which,  if  they  do  slight  at  this  time,  1 dare 
pretend  to  prophesy,  that  the  tune  will  come, 
when  they  will  give  with  less  ceremony. — Thus, 
my  lord,  1 have  frankly  told  you  my  mind,  and 
that  with  all  deference  and  submission  to  this 
honourable  house  ; and  though  I do  not  pretend 
to  the  thanks  of  this  parliament,  as  the  lord 
Haversham  hail  of  the  house  of  lords,  yet  I will 
not  yield  to  his  lordship,  as  to  uiy  integrity 
and  sincere  concern  for  the  common  weal  h of 
Britain.  And  in  one  thing,  I think,  1 have  the 
advantage,  that  what  I have  said  tends  to  the 
composing  of  differences,  first,  among  ourselves, 
and  then  betwixt  our  neighbouring  nations  and 
us.  Whereas  his  lordship's  Speech,  if  I be  not 
as  much  mistaken  us  his  lordvhip  was  at  the 
time  he  spoke  it,  tends  directly  the  quite  con- 
trary way.  Therefore  I am  for  the  resolve, 
and  for  the  beginning  with  the  limitations." 

The  above  Speech  had  such  an  effect,  that, 
after  some  debate,  the  duke  of  Hamilton's  Re- 
solve was  approved. 

On  the  20th  of  July,  the  parliament  met 
again,  and  read  the  draught  of  a Letter  pre- 
sented by  the  marquis  of  Tweedale,  in  answer 
to  her  Majesty's  Letter  to  the  parliament ; as 
also  a draught  of  an  Act  for  a Treaty  with 
England,  presented  by  the  earl  of  Mar;  an- 
other draught  of  an  Act  for  a Treaty  with  Eng- 
land, presented  by  the  marquis  of  Lothian  ; a 
draught  of  an  Act  concerning  the  way  of  chas- 
ing officers  of  .state,  privy-counsellors,  and 
members  of  the  exchequer  and  treasury,  in 
case  of  her  Majesty’s  decease,  without  heirs  of 
her  body  to  succeed,  presented  by  the  earl  of 
Rothes;  and  some  other  draughts  of  acts  re- 
lating to  trade:  all  which  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

July  31.  The  duke  of  Queensberrv  arrived 
at ‘Edinburgh,  where  he  made  a public  entry 
with  greater  splendor  and  magnificence,  and 
was  received  with  ^renter  demonstrations  of 
joy,  than  the  three  times  he  had  been  commis- 
sioner. The  next  day  he  went  to  parliament, 
where  the  draught  of  a Letter,  in  answer  to 
the  queen's,  was  rend,  inti  mat  ins  “ The  par- 
liament's readiness  to  establish  the  same  suc- 
cessor with  England ; begging  her  Majesty 
would  grant  them  such  limitations  to  her  suc- 
cessors, as  were  necessary  for  that  purpose ; 
and  assuring  her,  that,  if  this  was  once  done, 
they  would  chearfully  set  about  the  work." 
But  a motion  being  made,  that,  preferably  to 
that  letter,  the  house  should  take  into  consi- 
deration acts  relating  to  trade,  the  same  was 
agreed  to. 
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Proceedings  upon  the  Luutatwnioj  tkeSer- 
crtf«ON.]  This  being  over,  the  carahm  «• 
dined  to  proceed  upon  the  Limits  limn,  pro- 
posing thereby,  in  the  first  place,  to  Ann*; 
the  establishment  of  the  Succession,  io  cue, 
the  projected  Treaty  should  fail;  for  diet  knev 
the  court  would  not  grant  tbeui  the  royal  a- 
sent,  and  that  the  succession  would  tkea  os- 
carry.  In  the  next  place,  to  lay  all  die  a* 
straints  possible  on  the  monarch,  ib  case  tfr 
house  of  Hanover  should  come  to  the  croat. 
And  lastly,  to  ingratiate  themselves  aiil  i k 
people,  who  thought  themselves  oppressed  ty 
England,  and  were  extremely  fi>ad  of  wj 
thing,  that  seemed  to  free  them  fount.  A 
motion  being  t*ade  on  the  31st  of  July,  # 
grant,  the  first  reading  to  an  act  of  coamiss-o 
for  a Treaty  with  England,  the  date  of  B*- 
railtoit,  in  opposition  thereto,  moved,  Tlure 
bouse  would  proceed  to  the  enacting  the  b- 
mitations:  and  a vote  being  stated  in  dee 
terras,  4 Proceed  to  consider  the  act  if  i 
treaty,  or  limitations,’  the  latter  waseurat- 
I is  the  next  Sederunt,  on  the  'id  of  Atga; 
several  acts  for  that  purpose  were  present, 
the  most  considerable  of  which  was,  an  actfr 
regulating  the  chusing  the  officers  of  5t*»- 
enacting,  44  That  from  and  after  berauitsrp 
decease,  without  heirs  of  her  faxly,  all 
of  state,  and  privy-counsellors,  and  lores  i 
session,  should  be  chosen  ami  appoint  ® 
the  parliament;  and  in  case  of  the  decease:! 
any  of  them,  daring  the  vacancy  of  p&rla©e& 
the  office  to  be  supplied  by  one  iiMintoH  V 
i he  council,  who  should  continue  rallies®* 
till  next  session  of  parliament : and  that  0 
the  officers  of  state,  and  privy- comiselicrssb- 
be  accountable  to  the  parliament." 

The  court  offered,  on  the  16th  of  Aates. 1 
clause,  giving  the  power  of  chusing  o&crr?  ^ 
stale  (which  by  this  act  was  solely  lodged  • 
parliament)  to  the  king,  with  consent  ot  pt* 
liaiucot,  which  was  curried  in  the  negate:  - 
was  also  a motion,  that  there  should  be  tb* 
presidents  of  the  session,  to  preside  bra® 
each  two  months. 

On  the  2$d,  the  whole  act  was  ap?  ■ 
and  the  next  day  an  net  for  a Triennial  P 
men!  was  read  in  these  terras : u Our  •***' 
reign  lady,  being  willing  to  restore  to  v 
cient  kingdom,  their  ancient  custom  i*i : - 
to  frequency  of  parliaments,  doe*  den*** 
with  the  advice  and  consort  of  partia®*^ 
statute  and  ordain,  That  there  shall  be***1 
parliament  called  and  indicted,  to  L 
and  act ; and  that  once  every  third  year  & 
the  1st  of  August  in  tlie  year.  And  be:  s» 
jesty  docs  hereby  declare,*  w ith  consent 
said,  that  this  present  parliament  shad  d* 
continue  and  endure  any  longer  than  ^ 
of  August  aforesaid  ; and  this,  without  p** 
dice  of  her  majesty  and  successors  royal  ft®5* 
gfttive  and  power  to  dissolve  parks®** 
sooner  than  the  said  term  of  three  * 
shall  be  thought  fit.  And  farther,  w**1  r ‘ 
advice  aforesaid,  statutes  ami  ordsias 
from  and  after  the  1st  day  of  August  tforts* 
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* farmer  or  collector  of  her  majesty’s  customs 
excise,  or  any  other  branch  of  her  majesty's 

venue,  shall  be  capable  to  be  a member  of 
irli  ament,  nor  to  sit  and  vote  therein  after 
e date  aforesaid ; and  it  shall  be  a sufficient 
Section  against  any  member,  that  he  is  con- 
r ned,  directly  or  indirectly,  as  a farmer  or 
Hector,  in  any  part  of  her  majesty’s  revenue, 
remove  him  from  his  place  and  vote  in  par- 
meat” 

The  courtiers  saw  it  was  to  no  purpose 
oppose  this  act ; and,  being  afraid  of  a new 
rl lament,  they  only  proposed,  that  this  act 
ould  not  take  place  during  her  majesty's 
e.  The  cavaliers,  on  the  other  hand,  Hi- 
red, that  it  should  commence  immediately ; 
t many  members,  who  doubted  their  own 
rerest  to  be  elected  anew*,  proposed  a me- 
nn  betwixt  the  two,  that  it  should  take 
ace  three  years  after  the  date,  that  is,  the  1st 
August  1708;  with  which,  as  the  least  of 
e two  evils,  the  courtiers  joined  and  carried 
and  so  the  whole  act  was  approved. 
Another  act  ordaining,  that  the  Scots  am* 
ssadors,  representing  Scotland,  should  be 
esent,  when  ttie  sovereign  had  occasion  to 
rat  with  foreign  princes  and  states,  and  ac- 
u stable  to  the  parliament  of  Scotland,  was 
so  approved : but  several  other  overtures 
ere  made,  that  never  were  ingrossed  into 
ts.  Nor  did  the  above-mentioned  act  ob- 
in  the  royal  assent,  though  the  court  pro- 
of'd it  often  to  many  of  the  members,  and 
ereby  kept  them  in  good  humour,  while  the 
ct  for  a Treaty  was  framing,  they  thinking 
erosclves  in  a tolerable  good  state  by  those 
cts  of  Limitation,  and  never  imagining,  that 
e Treaty  would  terminate  as  it  did. 

But  Fletcher  of  Salton,  having,  in  a long 
^course,  set  forth  the  deplorable  state  to 
lich  the  Scots  uation  was  reduced  by  being 
bjected  to  English  counsels  and  measures, 
vile  the  same  person  was  king  of  both  k ing- 
uns, concluded,  that  those  acts  were  not 
fficient,  and  therefore  presented  a scheme  of 
nitations,  which  he  proposed  to  be  in^mssed 
to  an  act,  and  taken  into  consideration ; 

I.  That  elections  shonld  be  made  at  every 
ichaelraas  bead-court  for  a new  parliament 
ery  year,  to  sit  the  1st  of  November  next 
llowing,  and  adjourn  themselves  from  time 
time  till  next  Michaelmas.  '1  hat  they 
use  their  own  president,  and  that  even- 
ing be  determined  by  balloting  in  place  i»f 
•ting.— II.  That  so  many  ksser  barons  slioold 

* added  to  the  parliament,  as  there  had  be  en 
ihlemen  created  since  the  last  augmentation 
tbe  number  of  barons : and  that  in  all  time 
imiltg,  for  every  nobleman  that  should  he 
anted,  there  should  lie  a baron  added  to  the 
irluiment. — III.  That  no  man  should  have  a 
»te  in  parliament,  but  a nobleman,  or  elected 
ember — IV.  That  tbe  king  should  give  the 
yal  assent  to  all  tbe  laws  offered  by  the 
tales;  and  that  the  president  of  the  purlia- 
ent  he  impowered  by  his  majesty  to  give  the 
7*1  assent  in  bis  absence,  and  have  ten 
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pounds  sterling  a day  salary  - -V.  That  a com* 
mitteeof  thirly-one  members,  of  which  nine  be 
a quorum,  chosen  out  of  their  number  by  every 
parliament  under  the  king,  sliouJd  have  tbe 
administration  of  the  government,  be  his  coun- 
cil, and  accountable  to  the  pailiumenr,  with 
power,  on  extraoruiraay  occasions,  to  call  the 
parliament  together:  and  tlmt,  in  tlie  said 
council,  all  tilings  be  determined  by  hailoimg, 
instead  of  voting. — VI.  That  the  king,  without 
consent  of  the  parliament,  should  not  have  the 
power  of  making  peace  and  war,  or  of  conclud- 
ing any  treaty  with  any  other  state  or  poten- 
tate.— VII.  I bat  all  plares  and  offices,  both 
civil  and  military,  and  all  pensions  formerly 
conferred  by  the  crown,  should  ever  after  be 
given  by  parliament. — VIII.  That  no  regiment 
or  company  of  horse,  foot,  or  dragoons,  be 
kept  on  foot  in  peace  or  war,  but  by  cooseut 
of  parliament. — IX.  That  all  the  fencible  men 
in  the  nation,  betwixt  60  and  16,  he  armed 
with  bayonets  and  firelocks,  all  of  a calker ; 
and  continue  always  provided  in  such  arms 
amt  ammunition  suitable. — X.  That  no  general 
indemnity,  or  pardon  for  any  transgression, 
should  be  valid,  without  consent  of  pmliainent. 
— XI.  That  the  fifteen  senators  of  the  college 
of  justice  should  be  incapable  of  being  mem- 
bers of  parliament,  or  of  any  other  office  or 
pension,  but  the  salary,  that  belongs  to  their 
place,  to  be  increased  as  tbe  parliament  should 
think  fit.  That  the  office  of  president  should 
be  in  three  of  their  number,  to  be , named  by 
the  parliament,  and  that  thrre  be  uo  extraor* 
dinary  lords : us  also,  that  the  lords  of  tbe 
justice-court  should  be  distinct  from  those  of 
the  session,  and  under  the  same  res  ti  ic  lions.-— 
XII.  That,  if  any  king  should  break  in  upon 
any  of  these  conditions  of  government,  he 
should,  by  the  estates,  be  declared  to  hove  for- 
feited the  crown.*'  Fletcher  enlarged  upon 
every  article,  endeavouring  to  shew,  that  the 
first  eight  were  necessary  to  prevent  English 
influence  over  Scots  affairs;  the  ninth,  to 
enable  the  nation  to  defend  its  rights  and  li- 
berties; and  the  tenth,  to  deter  ministers  of 
state  from  presuming  to  give  the  king  bud  ad- 
vice, and  doing  things  contrary  to  law.  * The 
eleventh  article  he  said  was  necessary  to  pre- 
serve tbe  judicatories  from  corrupt  judges; 

11  And  if  the  twelfth,  concluded  he,  be  not  ap- 
proved, sure  i am,  this  bouse  must  own,  tbe 
last  kills:  James  was  barbarously  and  unjustly 
treated."  How  ever  this  scheme  of  Limitations 
was  never  framed  ioto  an  act. 

Proceeding  on  the  Plot."]  Another  material 
point  under  the  consideration  of  this  parlia- 
ment, was  the  Plot.  They  hud,  in  their  for- 
mer session,  addressed  the  queen  to  transmit  to 

* “ The  earl  of  btair  having  spoken  against 
this  scheme.  Hotelier,  in  answer,  said.  **  it  was 
no  wonder  In*  lnrd.-lup  was  against  it ; lor, 

had  there  been  such  mi  act,  his  lordship  had 
been  long  before  hanged  lor  the  adtices  he 
gave  king  James,  the  murder  of  Gicnco,  and 
his  conduct  since  the  Ketolution.”  Lockhart. 
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them  such  persons,  ns  were  evidences  in,  and 
such  papers  as  related  to,  that  affair;  and,  in 
the  beginning  of  thi»  session,  the  dukes  of  Ha- 
milton ami  Athol  were  very  desirous  to  prose- 
cute it  to  the  utmost,  lint  the  cavaliers  were 
not  so  forward  ; first,  because  they  under  a 
kind  of  engagement  to  the  cail  of  Mar  and  sir 
Janies  Murray  of  Philiphaugh,  that,  if  the  duke 
of  Queensbeuy’s  friends  opposed  the  marquis 
of  Tweed  ale  and  his  party,  os  in  the  former 
session, they  should  not  insist  on  that  affair; 
which  would  irritate  the  duke’s  friends  to  such 
a degree,  that  many  fff  them  would  not  concur 
in  opposing  the  act  for  a treaty.  In  the  next 
plare,  the  eavalieis  considered,  that  the  edge 
of  many  people’s  indignation  against  the  plot 
was  blunted,  by  its  lying  so  long  dormant. 
And  being,  at  the  same  time,  apprehensive  of, 
being  baffled,  if  th<?v  attempted  any  thing 
against  the  duke  of  Queensherry,  they  resolved 
to  stand  neuter,  at  least  till  they  saw  whether 
the  dukes  of  Hamilton  and  Athol  could  prove 
any  thing.  It  being  moved,  on  the  28th  of 
August,  that  the  house  might  be  acquainted 
what  answer  the  queen  had  returned  to  the  Ad- 
dress, the  lord-coin missioner  declared,  that  he 
had  received  a letter  from  her  mujesty  relating 
to  that  matter,  nnd  would  signify  her  pleasure 
therein  to  the  parliament  in  a few  days.  Ac- 
cordingly, on  the  11th  of  September,  the  lord- 
chancclior  acquainted  the  house,  that  the  rest 
of  the  papers  relating  to  the  late  ploc  were 
now  transmitted;  and  that  they  should  be 
given  taOe  clerk  register,  to  be  perused  by  the 
members  of  the  hou^e.  But,  when  the  house 
took  these  papers  into  consideration,  it  was 
urged,  that  they  were  only  copies,  and  that  the 
principal  evidences,  such  as  sir  John  Maclean, 
Mr.  Keith,  and  others  remained  in  London; 
and  that  the  parliament  could  not  proceed  any 
further  in  that  affair,  unless  the  original  papers, 
and  the  persons  who  were  evidences,  were  at 
their  command.  However  the  dukes  of  Ha- 
milton nnd  Athol,  and  Bailie  of  Jerviswood, 
made  speeches  in  their  own  vindication,  assert- 
ing, that  the  accusation  against  them  in  the  dis- 
covery of  the  pretended  plot  was  false  and  ca- 
lumnious. The  duke  of  Athol,  in  particular, 
madealougnarrntive  of  the  beginning,  progress 
aud  conclusion  of  the  whole  affair ; accused 
the  duke  of  Queensherry  of  endeavouring  to 
give  the  queen  sinister  impressions  of  her  good 
subject*  ; produced  copies  of  letters  sent  from 
hitu  to  her  majesty,  affirming,  that  all  the  cava- 
liers had  an  hand  in  the  plot,  or,  at  least  were 
enemies  to  her;  and  that,  the  better  to  carry 
on  his  design,  be  liad  employed  and  held  cor- 
respondence with  Frazer  or  lord  Lovat.  But, 
notwithstanding  all  this  great  clamour,  no  fur- 
ther notice  was  taken  of  this  affair. 
proceeding*  touching  an  Union  with  England.] 
The  business,  which  the  court  had  principally 
at  heart,  was  the  act  for  a Treaty  with  Eng- 
land. The  earl  of  Mar  liad,  in  the  beginning 
of  this  session,  presented  an  act  for  appointing 
commissioners  to  treat  with  commissioners 
from  England  of  an  Union;  which  lay  upon  the 
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tabic,  till  most  of  the  overtures  in  relation  to 
trade  ant(  the  limitations  were  drscussed;  Hi 
these  things  being  over,  the  other  wa*  ms* 
sinned.  This  act  was  much  of  the  »iuf  ra- 
turc  ar.d  import  with  the  act  passed  in  Ea^h'l 
both  lmpoweriog  commissioners  to  meet  *.i 
treat  of  an  Union  of  the  two  kingdoms  of  Inf- 
land  and  Scotland,  nnd  restraining  tbetnhw 
treating  of  any  alterations  of  the  church  gorev- 
ment,  as  by  law  established,  in  the  rc-pe.31? 
realms.  The  only  material  difference 
that  the  English  net  not  only  gave  ibe  qi**: 
the  nomination  of  the  commissioners  on  fftr 
part  of  England,  but  required  also  that  tbe 
queen  should  name  ami  appoint  tk  ScoA 
commissioners;  whereas,  in  the  draught  pre- 
sented by  the  earl  of  Alar,  there  was  a bow 
fur  the  power  of  the  nomination.  Thu  ta« 
occasion  to  Fletcher  of  Salton,  in  a pttW~r 
speech,  cm  the  28ih  of  August,  to 
against  the  haughty  and  imperious  proceeds 
of  tbe  English  in  this  affair;  exhorting  tk 
house  to  resent  this  treatment,  as  became  acse- 
men,  fur  which  purpose  he  offered  an  Addc* 
to  be  presented  to  her  majesty,  import 
“ That  the  net  passed  in  the  parliament  ofE&s- 
land,  containing  a proposal  for  a Treaty  otTraft 
of  the  two  kingdoms,  was  made  iu  such  se- 
rious terms  to  the  honour  and  interest  01  ux 
Scots  nation,  thnt  they,  who  represented  ibd 
kingdom  in  parliament,  could  no  ways  coo^* 
with  it ; which  they  bad  the  greater  regret  t> 
refuse,  because  a Treaty  of  Union  bad,  m ik» 
session,  been  recommended  to  them  by  hero 
jesty.  But  that  they  should  be  always  rek? 
to  comply  with  any  such  proposal  from  u 
parliament  of  England,  w henever  it  should  fct 
made  ill  terms  uo  ways  dishonourable  or  doai- 
vantageous  to  the  Scots  nation.”  The  hut 
rejecting  this  motion,  called  for  the  rail 
Mar’s  draught,  and  for  the  English  act,  U- 
which  were  rend.  The  cavaliers  aud  cev*7 
party  observing,  that  there  was  a great  iocJw 
tion  in  the  house  to  set  a treaty  on  foot,  thorp* 
it  improper  to  oppose  it  any  longer  in  gcneni 
terms ; nnd  therefore  resolved  to  endesmr  « 
clog  the  commission  with  such  restricts 
aud  provisions,  as  should  retard  the  treat 
taking  effect.  In  order  thereto,  the  dui?  * 
Hamilton  presented  a clause  to  be  added  * 
the  net,  importing,  u That  tbe  Union  to  be 
treated  on  should  uo  -ways  derogate  from  an 
fundamental  laws,  ancient  privileges,  office, 
rights,  liberties  and  dignities  of  the  Scot?  m- 
tion."  This  the  courtiers  vigorously  opp-sei 
as  inconsistent  with  the  inteuded  entire  or»* 
corporating  Union,  of  which  the  abolish  rag  ti* 
Scots  parliament  was  a necessary  conseqt*;**- 
And  thereupon  they  urged,  “ That,  since  Scot 
land  and  England  were  under  one  soverfita. 
who  mediated  between  her  two  kingdoms,*  41 
England  had  already  given  ample  powtf>  » 
their  commissioners,  it  would  be  uobto*ci®{ 
in  Scotland  to  restrain  their  coa»ffii*®feB 
That  it  would  shew  a jealousy  of  her 
and  might  put  a stop  to  the  treaty,  since  fre 
land  could  not  but  expect,  tlmt  the  Scots  o* 
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wooers  should  have  as  ample  powers  as 
irs.  That  there  could  be  no  dan^t  r in  giv- 
uni  muted  powers  to  their  commissioners, 
*e  it  was  expressly  provided,  that  no  matter 
thing  treated  of,  and  agreed  to,  should  he 
toy  lorce,  unless  it  were  first  approved  of 
1 ratified  by  the  parliaments  of  both  .king- 
os.  At) 'I  therefore  when  their  commission- 
«hnuld  make  their  report  of  the  scheme  of 
ton  that  should  be  agreed  on,  then  it  would 
proper  for  the  house  to  consider,  whether 
y would  ratify  or  reject  the  same.1'  To  this 
ms  answered,  •“  That  Scotland  and  England 
ng  under  one  sovereign  made  this  clause  ne- 
sary,  since  woeful  experience  taught  them, 

I it  had  been  often  complained-  of  in  the 
ise,  that  their  sovereign  was  under  English 
uence,  and  subject  to  the  counsels  of  her 
llish  ministers,  who  regarded  the  interest 
! honour  of  Scotland  no  further,  than  was 
sistent  with  that  of  England.  That  the  add- 
of  this  clause  could  never  imply  the  least 
trust  of  the  queen’s  inclinations  towards  her 
lent  kingdom,  since  all  that  could  be  made 
t was,  that  tlie  Scots  parliament  being  sensi- 
that  the  queen  was  not  in  a capacity  to 
nv  the  interest  and  circumstances  of  Scot- 
d so  well  as  those  of  England,  had  taken 
e to  prevent  any  inconveniences,  that  might 
ie  from  thence.  That  there  were  some 
ngs  so  sacred,  that  the  least  innovation  or 
ration,  much  less  the  abrogating  or  suspeud- 
thent,  was  never  to  lit*  attempted,  or  the 
•jeet  of  any  treaty.  Ami  the  particulars  of 

* clause,  such  as  the  sovereignty,  indepen- 
icy,  and  freedom  of  ihc  nation,  being  of  this 
ore,  ought  therefore  to  he  added.  That 
gland  could  not  take  it  amiss,  since  they 
tn.«elves  had  restrained  their  own  coinmis- 
lers  from  treating  of  any  alteration  in  the 
ircli-governinent  of  that  kingdom.  That 

Scots  were  a free  independent  people,  and 
1 a power  to  give  what  instructions,  powers, 
i restrictions  they  pleased  to  their  coumus- 
ners.  Neither  was  it  to  be  imagined,  that 
gland  would  refuse  tu  treat  upon  account  of 
s clause,  because  the  very  clause,  in  ilie 
uc  express  words,  was  inserted  in  the  act  of 
treaty  in  the  reign  of  king  James  6.  and  to 
same  purpose  in  most  of  the  subsequent 
s of  treaty;  and  yet  neither  that  king  {who 
old  Imre  had  good  reason  to  be  offended  at 
1 disrespect  or  distrust  shewn,  towards  him) 

• Ins  successors,  nor  the  parliament  of  Eng- 
d,  made  any  scruple  upon  that  account  to 
et  and  treat  with  the  commissioners  of  Scot- 
d.”  These  and  many  other  arguments 
re  urged  for  and  against  the  clause ; but  the 
.■stioo  being  put,  whether  it  should  be  added, 
not  ? It  was  carried  in  the  negative  by  two 
ces  only,  through  the  neglect  of  seven  or 
hi  of  the  cavaliers  and  country- party,  who 
ppened  to  be  absent. 

Tikis  being  over,  another  clause  was  offered 
porting,  “ That  the  commissioners  should  not 
out  of  .Scotland,  to  enter  into  any  treaty 
lb  those  to  be  appointed  for  England,  until 


there  was  an  act  passed  by  the  parliament  of 
England,  rescinding  th.it  clause  in  the  English 
act,  by  which  it  was  enacted,  that  the  subjects 
ot  Scotland  should  be  adjudged  and  taken  as 
aliens,  after  the  25  tb  of  December  1705  /' 
The  cavaliers  insisted  upon  this  clause  ns  ne- 
cessary to  viudicate  the  honour  of  ti.e  nation 
from  the  injustice  of  the  English  in  that  net, 
upon  a belief,  that,  if  it  were  added,  the  Eng- 
lish would  not  comply  with  it,  and  so  the 
rieaty  would  come  to  nothing.  Upon  the  same 
consideration  the  courtiers  opposed  it ; but  ob- 
serving it  took  with  the  house,  tnev  did  not 
presume  to  do  it  openly,  but  hv  this  artful  mo- 
tion, “ T hat  t lie  clause  should  be  approved^ 
though  not,  as  was  proposed,  ingrossed  with 
the  body  of  the  act  for  a treaty;  but,  a resolve 
of  the  house  passed,  that,  after  the  act  was  fi- 
nished the  house  would  immediately  proceed 
to  consider,  whether  the  clause  should  be  of 
force  by  a particular  act,  or  by  nn  order  of  the 
house and  the  question  being  stated,  “ Add 
the  rlause  to  the  act,  or  by  a separate  way," 
the  latter  was.  carried.  By  this  the  courtiers 
were  sure  of  having  a treaty  ; lor  if  the  clause 
was  turned  into  an  act  at  the  close  of  the  session 
(when  they  had  no  more  to  require  of  the  par- 
liament) they  might  grant  the  royal  assent  to 
the  act  of  treaty,  or  refuse  it  to  this,  us  they 
should  be  directed  from  England  : and  in  case 
the  clause  was  turned  into  an  order  of  the 
house,  then  they  might  dissolve  the  parliament, 
by  which  means  the  act,  impoweriog  the  com- 
missioners to  trCaf , remained  in  force,  und  tl»e 
order  ceased.  Before  the  vote  was  stated, 
upon  the  act  for  a treaty,  the  duke  of  Athol,  on 
tike  1st  of  September,  entered  Ins  protest  in 
these  Units:  il  In  regard,  that  by  an  English 
act  of  parliament  made  in  the  last  session 
thereof,  imitled,  An  act  for  the  effectual  secu- 
ring England  from  the  several  acts  lately  passed 
hi  Scotland,  the  subjects  of  this  kingdom  are 
to  be  adjudged  aliens,  born  out  of  the  allegiance 
of  the  queen,  as  queen  of  England,  after  the 
26th  of  December,  1706  : I do  therefore  pro- 
test for  myself,  and  in  die  name  and  behalf  of 
all  such  as  shall  adhere  to  this  my  protestation, 
that,  for  securing  the  honour  and  interest  of 
her  majesty,  as  queen  of  this  kingdom,  and 
maiutaiiiing  and  preserving  the  undoubted 
rights  and  privileges  of  her  subjects,  no  act  for 
a treaty  with  England  ought  to  puss  in  this 
house,  unless  a clause  be  adjected  thereto  pro- 
hibiting and  discharging  the  commissioners  that 
may  be  nominated  aud  appointed  for  carrying 
on  (he  said  treaty,  to  depart  the  kingdom,  in 
order  thereto,  until  the  said  act  be  repealed 
und  rescinded  by  the  parliament  of  England.” 
To  this  protest  most  of  the  cavaliers  and  coun- 
try paity,  and  all  the  squadron  adhered,  making 
in  all  twenty-four  peers,  thirty-seven  barons, 
and  eighteen  boroughs.  While  the  rolls  were 
calling,  upon  tins  resolve  (it  being  very  late) 
many  of  the  members,  after  they  had  given 
their  votes,  went  out  of  the  house,  expecting, 
that  the  parliament  would  not  have  proceeded 
to  any  more  business  that  night ; but  mime- 
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diately  after  the  last  name  in  the  roll  was  called, 
duke  Hamilton,  addressing  himself  to  the  chan- 
cellor, moved,  that  the  nomination  of  the  com- 
missioners for  the  treaty  should  be  left  wholly 
to  the  queen.  Upon  this  unexpected  motion 
fonrteen  or  fifteen  of  the  cavaliers  ran  out  of 
the  house  in  rage  and  despair,  saying  aloud, 
44  That  it  was  to  no  purpose  to  stay  any  longer, 
since  the  duke  of  Hamilton  had  deserted  and 
so  baselv  betrayed  them.”  However  those, 
who  remained,  strenuously  opposed  the  mo- 
tion; and  a hot  debate  arose  upon  it,  wherein 
the  cavaliers  used  the  very  arguments  which 
duke  Hamilton  had  often  urged:  “What! 
deave  the  nomination  to  the  qoeen  ? No ; 
she  is  in  a manner  a prisoner  in  England  ; and 
the  estates  of  Scotland  had  taught  us  our  duty 
in  a case  nearly  related  to  this  daring  the  cap- 
tivity of  king  James  the  first.  Our  queen 
knows  none  of  us,  but  as  introduced  by  her 
English  ministry,  and  recommended  by  our  in- 
clinations to  serve  thnt  kingdom.  Our  queen 
never  had  an  opportunity  to  know  the  true 
interest  of  our  country  ; and,  though  she  did, 
yet  in  her  present  circumstances,  cannot  shew 
tier  regard  for  it : and  who  then  so  proper  ro 
nominate  Scots  commissioners  to  treat  of  Scots 
affairs  as  a Scots  parliament  ?”  Little  or  no- 
thing was  offered  in  answer  either  to  these  ar- 
guments, or  against  the  motion,  “ That  no 
erson  who  had  any  estate  in  England,  should 
e of  the  number  of  the  commissioners 
Which  was  levelled  at  the  duke  of  Ha- 
milton. But  the  courtiers  still  insisting,  that 
the  sense  of  the  house  might  be  known  in 
this  matter,  the  question  was  put,  “ Whe- 
ther the  nomination  of  tine  commissioners 
be  left  in  tl»e  queen  or  to  the  parliament?” 
And  by  reason  of  the  absence  of  the  mem- 
bers be  fore- mentioned,  it  was  carried  for  the 
queen  by  a majority  of  eight  voices  only. 
Duke  Hamilton’s  proceeding  in  this  affair  was 
highly  resented  by  the  cavaliers ; but  he  en- 
deavoured to  vindicate  himself  by  alledgmg, 
that  after  the  parliament  had  rejected  the  se- 
veral clauses,  thnt  were  proposed  to  be  added 
to  the  act,  he  thought  ii'in  vain  to  contend  any 
longed;  and  since  the  conrt  would  have  had  a 
majority,  to  give  the  nomination  to  the  queen, 
he  might  be  allowed  to  make  her  the  compli- 
ment. Besides,  it  was  the  duke’s  opinion  that 
if  the  commissioners  named  by  the  queen 
should  do  any  thing,  that  should  not  heap- 
proved  in  the  subsequent  parliament,  they 
might  be  the  more  severely  censured  for  it, 
than  if  the  parliament  had  named  them.  Bui 
it  is  thought,  that  the  duke  had  a mind  to  be 
one  of  the  commissioners  himself ; and  fearing, 
that  he  should  not  be  named  by  the  parlia- 
ment, he  resolved  to  rely  on  the  duke  of  Ar- 
gyle’s  and  the  earl  of  Mar’s  promise  of  his 
being  named  by  the  queen  ; who  having  re- 
fused to  do  so,  the  duke  of  Argyle  resented  it 
so  far,  that  he  would  not  suffer  himself  to  be 
named,  and  even  threatened  to  oppose  the 
Uniou,  though  means  were  afterwards  found  to 
induce  him  to  alter  his  mind. 


— Proceedings  in  Hit  (cm 

In  the  next  sitting  of  the  parliament, on  A* 
4th  of  September,  two  draughts  of  an  adArv 
were  presented,  one  by  the  earl  ot  Sefi*ru»i, 
the  other  by  Fletcher  of  Salron,  beseech-c;  to 
majesty  to  use  her  endeavours  witisd*;* 
lintnent  of  England  to  rescind  that  part af 
English  act,  declaring  the  subjects  ot  Sail** 
to  be  aliens  ; both  which  draughts  wert  rr>4 
ns  was  also  the  overture  of  an  act,  ordsin?;, 
that  the  commissioners  on  the  part  of 
should  not  enter  upon  the  treaty  for  an  lute 
with  England,  uuril  that  clause  were  repeal 
Hereupon  the  courtiers  moved,  that  ifceptr 
liament  should  proceed  by  way  of  outer* 
their  commissioners,  and  by  address  t» 
majesty,  and  not  by  way  of  act  . and,  **35 
some  debate,  the  question  being  pat,  *-> 
carried  for  the  Order  and  Address,  which 
immediately  drawn  up,  and  unanimously  ap* 
to.  Then  an  overture  of  an  act,  was  preset, 
discharging  the  peers  of  Scotland  frwn  pea; 
into  England,  without  leave  of  the 
council  ; but  on  the  6th  of  September,  ak 
a first  reading  of  this  overture,  it  wasrejecr 
After  this,  the  house  considered  the  *ct  v.  ; 
treaty  with  England,  and  made  some  Mo- 
ments to  the  clause  containing  the  poaeretak 
given  to  the  commissioners.  The  cavalier* Mi 
this  occasion  to  renew  the  motion,  *•  Tto:  r. 
Uniou  should  not  derogate  from  any  fori 
mental  laws,  ancient  privileges,  odice*.nfb' 
and  dignities,  and  liberties  of  the  kiogdoa* 
Scotland  but,  after  some  debate  the  tjse- 
lion  being  put,  whether  that  claosesbovW1* 
added,  it  was  carried  in  the  negative,  «i* 
then  the  act  was  approved,  and  rear** 
the  royal  assent.  However  the  duke  of  Atbi 
protested  against  it,  for  the  reasons  couture 
in  his  former  protest,  and  was  adhered 
20  noblemen,  33  barons  and  18  boroughs. 

Sept.  23.  The  act  for  granting  the  qrerr  • 
supply  of  six  months  cess,  amounting  9 
432,800 1.  (Scots  money)  for  maintaining  to 
army,  garrisons,  and  frigates  for  one  m* 
was  approved.  On  the  18th  the  bouse  *« 
upon  the  public  accounts,  and  allowed  to  the 
commissioners  of  the  same  200 1.  sterfag  rxb 
50/.  10  the  clerk  and  20/.  to  other  serweo 
1,500/.  to  the  lord  Beihaven;  300/.  10  i» 
duke  of  Queensbcrry,  and  3,000/.  to  theM* 
of  Argyle,  as  being  due  to  him ; whsch 
were  paid  out  of  the  50,000/.  sterling  g ****** 
to  the  queen. 

After  this  the  parliament  was  adjourned  a 
the  20th  of  December  following. 

A.D.  1706. 

PROCEEDINGS  in  the  Scots  Pa*U* 

MtNT  relating  to  the  Uyiok  ciih  I*6* 

LAND  \ 

The  Commissioners  of  both  kingdom  k** 
ing  prepared  a complete  scheme  of”  an 


• “ Her  Majesty’s  ministers  were  oot  in*®* 
sibie  of  the  difficulties  which  they  had  »<*■ 
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lion  between  the  two  nations,  some  particu- 
s being  only  referred,  to  be  settled  by  their 
pcctive  parliaments  ; when  every  tiling  was 

jnter  in  the  affair  of  the  Union,  against 
nch,  the  dukes  of  Hamilton  and  Athol,  the 
Lrqaia  of  Annandaie,  the  earls  of  Errol, 
areschal,  nnd  Buchan,  the  lord  Bellmven, 
r.  Fletcher  ofSalton,  and  some  others,  had 
ined  a powerful  party.  The  Commissioners 
m the  shires  and  boroughs  were  almost 
daily  divided,  though,  it  was  evident,  they 
re  to  be  the  chief  gainers  by  it.  Among 
;se  the  Union  was  agreed  to  by  a very  small 
ijority.  It  was  the  nobility,  that  in  every 
tc  turned  the  scale  for  the  Union  : they 
tre  severely  reflected  upon  by  those  who  up- 
sed  it ; and  it  was  said  many  of  them  were 
light  off,  to  sell  their  country  and  their  birth- 
;ht.  All  those  who  adhered  inflexibly  to  (he 
cobite  interest,  opposed  every  step  that  w as 
ide  with  great  vehemence,  for  they  saw  that 
e Union  struck  at  the  root  of  all  their  designs 
r a new  revolution.  Vet  all  these  could  not 
»ve  rai*4»d  or  maintained  so  great  nn  opposi- 
>n  as  was  made  if  they  had  not  prepossessed 
ith  teafS  and  jealousies  the  minds  of  many 
uong  the  Presbyterian  clergy,  who  had  the 
entest  ascendent  over  the  generality  of  the 
lty  in  Scotland.  Amoug  other  indications  of 
is  temper  of  the  Scots  ministers  at  this  criti- 
d juncture,  it  was  taken  notice,  that,  some 
ivs  l»efore  the  meeting  of  the  parliament,  one 
duke  Hamilton's  chaplains  proposed  in  the 
;neral  assembly  of  the  clergy,  * That,  before 
i affair  of  so  great  importance,  asthe  Union 
as,  came  to  be  debated  before  the  estates  of 
e kingdom,  they  ought  to  enter  into  nn  asso- 
ation  for  the  preservation  of  the  Presbyterian 
scipline,  if  the  treaty  concluded  by  the  Coin- 
issioners  of  both  kingdoms  was  ratified  by  the 
spective  parliaments/  Another  minister 
oved,  * That  a day  of  fasting  and  humiliation 
lould  be  appointed  to  seek  the  Lord  for  coun- 

I in  this  arduous  affair  and  time  of  dnnger/ 
lilt  these  two  motions  were  rejected  by  the 
lajority  of  voices.  These  jealousies  of  the 
reshyterians,  lest  their  church  should  suffer  a 
lange,  and  be  swallowed  up  by  the  church  of 
ngiand,  were  infused  into  them  chiefly  by  the 
id  dutchess  of  Hamilton,  who  had  great  credit 
ith  them  : and  it  was  suggested,  that  she  and 
cr  son  had  particular  news,  as  hoping,  that,  if 
cotland  should  continue  a separate  kingdom, 
le  crown  might  come  into  their  family,  they 
eiog  the  next  in  blood  after  king  .lomes’s 
osterity.  The  infusion  of  such  apprehensions 
ad  a great  effect  on  the  main  body  of  that 
arty,  w ho  could  scarce  be  brought  to  hearken 
r>,  hut  never  to  accept  of,  the  offers  that  were 
aade  for  securing  their  Presbyterian  govern- 
ment. On  the  other  hand,  a great  part  of  the 
entry  of  Scot  kind,  who  had  been  often  in  Eng- 
and/ and  had  observed  the  protection,  which 

II  men  had  from  u house  of  commons,  and  the 
ecurity  which  it  procured  against  partial  judges 
ad  a violent  ministry,  puteied  into  the  Union 


agreed  to,  they  presented  one  copy  of  the  Trea- 
ty to  the  Queen,  and  each  side  had  a copy,  to 
be  presented  to  their  respective  parliaments. 


wiib  great  zeal.  The  opening  a free  trade,  not 
only  with  England,  but  with  the  plantations, 
and  the  protection  of  the  fleet  of  England, 
drew  in  those,  who  undet stood  these  matters, 
and  saw  there  was  no  other  way  in  view,  to 
make  the  nation  rich  and  considerable.  Tho*e 
who  had  engaged  far  into  the  design  of  Darien, 
and  were  great  losers  by  it,  saw  now  an  ho- 
nourable way  to  be  reimbursed ; which  made 
them  w’ish  well  to  the  Union,  and  promote  it. 
But  that,  which  advanced  it  most  effectually, 
and  without  which  it  could  not  have  succeeded, 
was,  that  a considerable  number  of  noblemen 
and  gentlemen,  who  were  in  no  engagements 
with  the  court  (on  the  contrary,  had  been  dis- 
obliged and  turned  out  of  great  po*ta,  and  some 
very  lately)  declared  for  it.  These  kept  them- 
selves very  close  and  united,  and  seemed  to 
have  no  other  interest  but  that  of  their  country, 
and  were  for  that  reason  called  the  ijquadione. 
The  chief  of  these  were  the  marquis  of  Twee- 
dale,  the  earls  of  Rothes,  Roxburgh,  Had  in g- 
ton,  and  Marchraont.  They  were  in  great 
credit,  because  they  bad  no  visible  bias  on  their 
minds.  Ill  usage  had  provoked  them  rather  to 
oppose  the  ministry,  than  to  concur  in  any 
thing,  where  the  chief  honour  would  he  carried 
away  by  others.  When  they  were  spoken  to 
by  the  ministry,  they  answered  coldly,  and 
with  groat  reserve ; so  that  it  was  expected 
they  would  have  comuired  in  the  opposition; 
and,  they  being  between  twenty  and  thirty  in 
number,  if  they  bad  set  themselves  against  the 
Union,  the  design  must  have  miscarried.  But 
they  continued  silent,  till  the  first  division  of 
the  house  obliged  them  to  declare ; and  then 
they  not  only  joined  in  it,  but  promoted  it 
effectually  and  with  zeal. 

“ There  were  great  and  long  debates  managed 
on  the  side  of  the  Union  by  the  earls  ofSeafield 
and  Stair  for  the  ministry,  nud  of  the  Squadrone 
by  the  earls  of  Roxburgh  and  Marchmont ; 
and  against  it  by  the  dukes  of  Hamilton  and 
Athol,  and  the  marquis  of  Annandaie.  The  duke 
of  Athol  was  believed  to  be  in  a foreign  corres- 
pondence, and  was  much  set  on  violent  me- 
thods. The  duke  of  Hamilton  managed  the 
debate  with  great  vehemence,  but  was  against 
all  desperate  notions.  He  had  much  to  Jose, 
and  was  resolved  not  to  venture  all  with  those, 
who  suggested  the  necessity  of  running,  in  the 
old  Scots  way,  into  extremities. 

“ The  topics  from  which  the  arguments 
against  the  Union  were  drawn,  were  the  anti- 
quity nnd  dignity  of  their  kingdom,  which  was 
offered  to  be  given  up,  and  sold  : They  were 
departing  from  an  independent  stute,  and  going 
to  sink  into  a dependency  on  England ; what 
conditions  soever  might  be  now  speciously  of- 
fered, as  a security  to  them,  they  could  not  ex- 
pcM  t that  they  should  he  adhered  to,  nr  religi- 
ously maintained  in  a parliament,  where  16 
peers  and  40  commoners  could  not  hold  the 
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oil  the  three  copies  being  signed  by  the  com- 
missioners of  both  kingdoms:  It  was  resolved 
to  lay  the  matter  first  before  the  parliament  of 

balance  against  above  nn  bundled  peers  and 
413  commoners.  Scotland  would  be  no  more 
considered  as  formerly  by  foreign  princes 
and  states:  their  peers  would  he  precarious 
and  elective : they  magnified  their  crown  with 
the  other  regnlia  so  much,  that,  since  the  na- 
tion seemed  resolved  never  to  sulVcr  them  to  bo 
carried  away,  it  was  provided,  in  a new  clause 
added  to  the  articles,  that  these  should  still 
remain  within  the  kingdom.  They  insisted 
most  vehemently  on  the  dnngerr  that  the  con- 
stitution of  their  church  must  be  in,  when  all 
should  he  under  the  power  of  a British  pmlia- 
ment : this  was  pressed  with  fury  by  some, 
who  were  known  to  be  most  violent  enemies  to 
Presbytery,  of  any  in  that  nation  : but  it  was 
done  on  design,  to  inflame  that  body  of  men 
by  those  apprehensions,  and  so  to  engage  them 
to  persist  in  their  opposition.  To  allay  that 
heat,  after  the  general  vote  was  carried  for  the 
Union,  before  they  entered  on  the  consideration 
of  the  particular  articles,  an  act  was  prepared 
for  securing  the  Presbyterian  government;  by 
which  it  was  declared  to  he  the  only  govern- 
ment of  that  church,  unalterable  in  aH  succeed- 
ing times,  and  the  maintaining  it  was  declared 
to  he  a fundamental  and  essential  article  and 
condition  of  the  Union  ; and  this  act  was  to  be 
made  a part  of  the  act  for  the  Union,  which, 
in  the  consequence  of  that,  was  to  be  ratified 
by  another  act  uf  parliament  in  England.  Thus 
those,  who  were  the  greatest  enemies  to  Pres- 
bytery, of  any  in  the  nation,  raised  the  clamour 
of  the  danger  that  form  of  government  would 
be  in,  if  the  Union  went  on,  to  such  a height, 
that  by  their  means  this  act  was  carried,  as  far 
as  any  human  law  could  go,  for  their  security  : 
for,  by  this,  they  had,  not  only  all  the  security 
that  their  own  parliament  could  give  them,  but 
they  were  to  have  the  faith  and*  authority  of 
the  parliament  of  England,  it  being,  in  the 
stipulation,  made  qn  essential  condition  of  the 
Union  : the  carrying  this  mutter  so  far  was 
done,  in  hopes  that  the  parliament  of  England 
would  never  he  brought  to  pass  it.  This  act 
was  passed,  and  it  gave  an  intire  satisfaction  to 
those  who  were  disposed  to  receive  any ; but 
nothing  could  satisfy  men,  who  made  use  of 
this,  only  to  inflame  others. 

<(  The  party,  who  opposed  the  Union,  finding 
the  majority  against  them,  studied  to  raise  u 
storm  without  d »ors,  to  terrify  them.  A set  of 
addresses  against  the  Union  were  sent  round  ull 
the  countries,  in  which  those,  who  opposed  it, 
had  any  interest.  There  came  up  many  of 
these  in  the  name  of  comities  and  boroughs, 
and  at  lust  from  parishes.  This  made  some 
noise  abroad,  but  was  very  little  considered 
there,  when  it  was  known,  by  whose  arts  and 
practices  they  were  procured.  When  this  ap- 
peared to  hiive  little  etfcct,  pains  were  taken 
to  animate  the  rabble  to  violeut  attempts,  both 
at  Edinburgh  and  at  Glasgow.  About  two  or 
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Scotland!  because  it  was  apprehended  it  *3t* 
meet  with  the  greatest  opposition  tbtre.  Ae 
cordingly  when  the  Scots  parimmeot  met,  n 

three  thousand  commoners  came  10  arcs  a 
Dumfries,  and  publicly  burnt  the  artica 
Union,  and  ariued  on  the  ratirket-cruu  a k* 
claratiori  of  their  reasons  for  so  doing.  £.* 
Patrick  Johnston,  lord  provost  of  EdnOir:'- 
had  been  oue  of  the  comtni>siouen,  tad 
concurred  heartily  in  the  design.  AgreaU*’- 
titude  gathered  about  the  house,  and  »« 
forcing  the  doors,  an  design,  as  was  bomcc, 
to  murder  him  ; hut  guards  come  and  disperse 
them.  Upon  this  attempt,  the  pfiry-cowd 
published  a proclamation,  the  licit daj, 
tumults,  and  gave  orders  for  quarter^ 
guards  within  the  town.  But,  to  she*  uc 
this  was  not  intended  to  overawe  the  j»:> 
menf,  the  whole  matter  was  laid  before  the*, 
and  the  proceedings  of  the  privy-council  *ct 
approved.  Although  no  person  of  datiaci  ; 
nppeaied  among  the  rioters,  yet  it  was  note- 
ficuit  matter  to  guess  from  what  quarter  lit 
disturbance  came,  since,  at  the  sruneuM, ; ' 
they  insulted  the  High  Comnussiuucr,andcfcc 

well-wishers  to  the  Union,  they  attends t* 
duke  of  Hamilton  with  land  acclamations  * 
he  passed  the  streets  to  uiid  from  the  fo- 
ment. However,  no  other  considerable turnt* 
was  made  after  this  ; but  the  body  of  the 
pie  shewed  so  much  sullennew,  that  prub-r 1 
had  any  person  of  authority  once  kiodicd 
fire,  they  eeo<ued  to  be  of  such  comb**- * 
matter,  that  the  Union  might  have  cast  d* 
nation  into  great  convulsions.  These  tic-? 
made  great  impressions  upon  the  duke  * 
Queensbc  rry  aiyd  on  some  about  him.  Ik  <*- 
spaired  of  succeeding,  and  he  apprehend 
tliat  his  person  might  he  in  danger.  Afr*» 
of  his  wrote  to  the  lord-treasurer  Godoif*& 
representing  the  ill  temper  the  natioo 
nerallv  in,  and  moved  for  nn  adjournment  t*# 
so,  with  the  help  of  some  tune  and  pxd  *** 
nagement,  those  dimculties,  that  seemed ^ 
insuperable,  might  be  conquered.  Theb*^ 
Treasurer's  answer  was,  that  a delay  ***»•?* 
the  matter,  laying  the  whole  design 
Orders  were  given  both  in  England  and  Ireo^- 
to  have  troops  ready  upon  call;  and,  if  it*® 
necessary,  more  forces  should  be  ordered  faa 
Handers.  The  French  were  in  no  cofld&oc 
to  send  any  assistance  to  those,  w ho  might  Itfftt 
out : so  that  the  circumstances  of  the 
were  favourable.  The  lord  Godolpbin  A®*® 
therefore,  ihat  they  would  go  on,  and  not  U 
alarmed  at  the  foolish  behaviour  of  some, 
whatever  might  be  given  out  in  their  name,  ? 
believed,  had  more  wit  than  to  ruin 
Every  step  that  was  made,  and  every  votet.; 
was  carried,  was  with  the  same  strength*  ^ 
met  with  the  tame  opposition : both  p»t‘k,d 
giving  strict  attendance  during  the  ** 
non,  which  lasted  three  months.  M«ojPr" 
testations  were  printed,  with  every  oan’irott 
In  conclusion,  the  whole  articles  of  the  tnHf 
were  agreed  to,  with  some  small  vatmuufcJ- 
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ie  3d  of  October  1706,  his  grace  James  duke 
f Queensberry,  her  majesty’s  High  Commis- 
ouer,  went  to  the  parliament  house,  attended 
y most  of  the  nobility,  barons  and  members  of 
iriiamenr,  where  his  grace’s  commission  was 
*ad  and  recorded  as  usuik 
The  Queen's  fatter  to  the  Scotch  Parliament."] 
fter  which,  her  majesty’s  letter  to  the  parlia- 
lent  was  read  ns  follows: 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  : Since  your  last 
leeting,  we  did  nominate  Commissioners  to 
eat  of  an  Union  between  our  two  kingdoms 
'Scotland  and  England,  and  by  their  great 
ire  and  diligence,  a Treaty  is  happily  conclude 
1 and  laid  before  us. — We  have  called  you 
igether  as  soon  as  our  affairs  could  permit, 
>at  the  Treaty  may  be  under  your  considers* 
on,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  made  in  the  last 
.‘ssion  of  our  parliament  there  ; and  we  hope 
ie  terms  will  be  acceptable  to  you. — Tlie 
rnion  has  been  long  desired  by  both  nations, 
nd  we  shall  esteem  it  the  greatest  glory  of 
ur  reign  to  have  it  now  perfected,  being  fully 
ersuaded,  that  it  must  prove  the  greatest  hap- 
iness  of  our  people. — An  entire  and  perfect 
Inion  will  be  the  solid  foundation  of  lasting 
cace : it  will  secure  your  religion,  liberty  and 
roperty,  remove  the  animosities  among  your- 
elves,  and  the  jealousies  and  differences  be- 
wixt  our  own  two  kingdoms:  it  must  increase 
our  strength,  riches,  and  trade : and  by  this 
Jnion  the  whole  island,  being  joined  in  affec- 
ion,  and  free  from  all  apprehension  of  different 
merest s,  will  be  enabled  to  resist  all  its  ene- 
lies,  support  the  protestam  interest  every 
rhere,  and  maintain  the  liberties  of  Europe. — 
Ve  do  upon  this  occasion  renew  the  ussur* 
nces,  we  have  formerly  given  you,  of  our  re- 
olution  to  maintain  the  government  of  the 
hurch,  as  by  law  established  in  Scotland,  and 
he  acts  of  both  parliaments,  upon  which  this 
'reaty  proceeded,  having  reserved  their  rrtpec- 
ive  governments  of  the  church  in  each  king- 
lorn  ; the  commissioners  have  left  that  mat- 
er entire ; and  you  have  now  an  oppor- 
unity  for  doing  what  may  he  necessary  for 
ecuring  of  your  present  church  government, 
fter  the  Union,  within  the  limits  of  Scotland. — 
The  support  of  our  government,  and  your  own 
afety  does  require,  that  you  do  make  neces- 
ary  provision  for  maintaining  the  forces,  ships 
nd  garrisons,  until  the  parliament  of  Great 
Britain  shall  provide  for  these  ends  in  the  united 
liagdom.- — We  have  made  Choice  of  our  trusty 
tnd  right  entirely  beloved  cousin  and  counsel- 
or, James  duke  of  Queensberry,  to  be  our 
xnmnissioner,  and  represent  our  royal  person, 
jeing  well  satisfied  with  his  fitness  for  that 

“ The  earl  of  Stair,  who  had  all  along  exerted 
aimself  with  great  zeal  in  favour  of  the  Union, 
tml  who,  though  much  indisposed,  came  on 
.he  7th  of  January  to  the  parliament  house, 
and  maintained  the  debate  upon  the  22ud 
article,  died  suddenly  the  next  night,  his  spirits 
being  quite  exhausted  by  the  length  and  vehe- 
mence of  the  debates.”  Tin  (la). 
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trust,  from  experience  we  have  of  his  capacity, 
zeal  and  fidelity  to  our  service,  and  the  good  of 
his  country ; which,  as  it  has  determined  us  in 
the  choice,  we  doubt  not  but  will  make  him 
acceptable  to  you. 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen:  It  cannot  but 
be  an  encouragement  to  you  to  finish  the  Union 
ut  this  time,  that  God  Almighty  has  blessed 
our  arms,  and  those  of  our  allies,  with  so  great 
success,  which  gives  us  the  nearer  prospect  of  a 
happy  peace,  and  with  it  you  will  have  the  full 
possession  of  all  the  advantages  of  this  Union; 
and  you  have  no  reason  to  doubt  but  the  par- 
liament of  England  will  do  what  is  necessary 
on  their  part,  after  the  readiness  they  have 
shewn  to  remove  what  might  obstruct  the  en- 
tering on  the  Treaty.  We  most  earnestly  re- 
commend to  you  calmness  and  unanimity,  in 
this  great  and  weighty  affair,  that  the  Union 
may  he  brought  to  a happy  conclusion,  being 
the  only  effectual  way  to  secure  your  present 
and  future  happiness,  and  to  disappoint  the 
designs  of  our  and  your  enemies,  who  will, 
doubtless,  on  this  occasion,  use  their  utmost 
endeavours  to  prevent  or  delay  this  Union, 
which  must  so  much  contribute  to  our  glory, 
and  the  happiness  of  our  people:  and  so  we 
bid  you  heartily  farewell. — Given  at  our  court 
at  Windsor  castle,  the  thirty  first  day  of  July, 
1706 ; and  of  our  reign  the  fifth  year.” 

The  Lord  High  Commissioner's  Speech  A 
The  Letter  being  read,  his  grace  the  duke  of 
Queensberry,  her  majesty’s  High  Comtuis- 
sionner,  spoke  as  follows: 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen : Her  majesty, 
by  her  gracious  letter,  has  acquainted  you,  that 
the  Treaty  of  Union  between  the  kingdoms  of 
Scotland  and  England  (pursuant  to  an  act 
made  in  your  last  session)  has  been  happily 
agreed  on,  which  is  now  in  my  lord  registers 
hands,  ready  to  be  laid  before  you. — The  lords 
commissioners  for  this  kingdom  have  been  dili- 
gent and  zealous  in  concerting  just  and  reason- 
able terms ; and  it  must  be  acknowledged,  we 
meet  with  a very  fair  and  friendly  disposition 
in  the  lords  commissioners  on  the  other  part.— 
The  Treaty  has,  with  all  humility,  been  pre- 
sented to  the  queen,  and  was  most  gracious- 
ly received  ; and  though  no  reign  was  ever  so 
truly  great,  for  wise  and  9tcady  < »uncils,  and 
so  many  important  successes,  as  that  of  her 
majesty,  yet,  you  see,  she  is  pleased  to  esteem 
the  perfecting  of  this  Union,  as  the  greatest 
glory  of  her  reign,  being  the  most  solid  founda- 
tion of  a lasting  security  to  the  Protestant  reli- 
gion, and  the  liberties  of  Europe,  and  of  peace 
and  happiness  to  her  people.  —These  reasons, 
T doubt  not,  will  make  the  Treaty  acceptable  to 
you  ; and  I persuade  myself  that  you  will  pro- 
ceed with  such  calmness  and  impartiality,  as 
the  weight  of  the  subject  requires,  and  as  be- 
comes so  great  an  assembly. — The  lords  com- 
missioners for  both  kingdoms  were  limited  in 
matter  of  church  government ; for  the  security 
of  Presbyterian  government  in  this  church,  you 
have  the  laws  already  made  for  its  establish* 
ment,  the  queen’s  repented  assurance*  to  pre- 
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sene  it,  and  I am  empowered  to  consent  to 
what  may  be  farther  necessary  after  the  Union. 
— Iltr  majesty  ba*  been  pleased  to  recommeud 
to  you  to  make  provision  for  the  forces,  ships, 
and  garrisons,  which  is  very  necessary,  the 
subsidies  granted  at  your  Inst  meeting  being 
run  out;  so  I doubt  not  but  you  will  spee- 
dily renew  them. — My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  : 
X am  not  insensible  of  the  great  difficulties  that 
attend  the  weighty  character,  it  has  pleased  her 
majesty  to  honour  me  with,  but  with  your  as- 
sistance, upon  which  I very  much  rely,  I hope, 
by  my  zeal,  and  fidelity  for  her  majesty’s  ser- 
vice, and  the  good  of  my  country,  which  are 
inseparable,  to  discharge  my  duty  on  this  ex- 
traordinary occasion." 

The  Lord  Chancellor's  Speech.]  Ilis  grace  had 
no  sooner  done,  than  the  earl  of  Senfield,  lord 
high  chan* eilor,  spoke  to  them  in  this  manner: 
u My  Lords  and  Gentlemen;  It  hath  been, 
and  is  the  greatest  happiness  of  this  nation, 
that  the  queen  our  sovereign,  hath  always 
made  it  the  chief  design  of  her  reign,  to  pro- 
tect her  subjects  in  the  enjoyment  of  all  their 
right*  and  privileges,  to  promote  their  good, 
and  to  establish  their  pence  and  prosperity 
upon  sure  and  lasting  foundations. — For  these 
ends,  her  majesty,  in  her  most  gracious  letter, 
doth,  with  great  earnestness,  leconuncud  to 
you  the  concluding  of  the  Union  of  the  two 
kingdom*,  and  lias  plainly  and  fully  laid  before 
you  the  great  advantages  that  this  Union  must 
bring  with  it  to  all  Britain,  and  in  particular  to 
this  kingdom. — The  lords  commissioners  named 
by  her  majesty  for  this  kingdom,  to  treat  of 
this  Union,  have  endeavoured  to  discharge 
this  great  trust  with  all  fidelity,  and  have 
agreed  to  such  terms  and  conditions  as  I hope 
shall  he  found  just,  honourable  and  advan- 
tageous; The  Treaty  has  been  already  re- 
ceived very  graciously  by  her  majesty,  nud  is 
now  ready  to  be  reported  to  you,  for  your  con- 
sideration.—-I  do  not  think  it  proper,  at  this 
time,  to  descend  into  the  particular  Articles  of 
this  Treaty ; I shall  only  beg  leave  to  soy  in 
general,  that  it  must  be  of  great  advantage  to 
have  this  whole  island  united  under  one  go- 
vernment, and  conjoined  entirely  in  interest 
nnd  atTection,  having  equality  of  all  rights  and 
privileges,  with  a free  communication  and  in- 
tercourse of  trade,  which  must  certainly  esta- 
blish our  security,  augment  our  strong; It,  and 
increase  our  trade  and  riches. — We  cun  never 
expert  a more  favourable  juncture  for  coin- 
pieuiing  this  Union,  than  at  present,  when  her 
majesty  bos  not  only  recommended  it,  but  de- 
clared, that  she  will  esteem  it  the  greatest 
glory  of  her  reign,  to  have  it  perfected  ; and 
when  the  parliament  of  England  has  shewn  its 
inclination  for  it,  by  removing  all  those  ob- 
stacle* that  did  he  in  the  wav  of  the  Treaty: 
ami  it  must  also  he  acknowledged,  that  the 
lords  commissioners  for  England  did  testify 
their  good  disposition  all  along  in  this  alTair; 
nnd  i be  great  and  glorious  successes  wherewith 
God  has  blessed  her  majesty’s  arms,  and  those 
of  her  allies,  give  us  the  hope  of  a near  and 
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advantageous  peace,  whereby  we  will  be  ps; 
in  the  possession,  and  attaio  to  the  lull  eajw- 
ment  of  all  the  liberties  and  privileges  of trait, 
now  offered  by  the  Treaty. — The  commissar; 
of  both  sides  have  only  treated  of  such 
as  concern  the  civil  government,  liberties,  pr.- 
vileges,  trade,  and  taxes ; but  found  them*  . 
limited  as  to  the  church  government,  the 
being  reserved  to  each  kingdom  by  tie  re 
spec  live  acts  of  parliament,  upon  which  tl* 
Treaty  proceeded  : aud  you  have  now  notour 
the  law 3 a<rearly  made,  with  lier  tnaj t sty’s  gsm 
gracious,  repeated  assurance,  for  iDoiaui^-: 
and  continuing  Presbyterian  church  gcten> 
ment  within  this  kingdom  : but  this  fork: 
opportunity  of  makiug  such  conditions  *4 
provisions,  as  shall  ho  found  necessary  Lr  fe 
security,  afier  the  conclusion  of  tin* 
within  the  limits  of  Scotland  — Her  bx^< 
recommends  to  you,  to  pro*  ide  the  nccessare 
supplies  for  the  troops,  garrisons  and  skip 
the  funds  formerly  given,  are  expired  ; «d 
therefore  I doubt  not  but  you  will  easily  c®- 
ply  with  what  is  so  plainly  necessary,  for  lU 
preservation  of  (lie  public  safety,  and  pretest- 
ing the  designs  of  enemies  now  in  time  of  **r 
— Siure  wc  have  now  the  opportunity  sf  e- 
tahii.-hing  for  ourselves  and  o or  posterity,  Lj 
this  Union  with  England,  nil  that  concerns  es 
religion  and  liberties,  together  with  the  nr* 
vnhiuble  privileges  ul  trade,  l am  Koptfoitte 
you  will  proceed  to  the  cotidderauoa  of  c* 
Articles  of  the  Treaty,  in  such  manuer  as  du- 
brhsg  it  to  the  desired  conclusion ; and  it  cm* 
not  but  tend  to  the  lasting  honour  of  tins  aft- 
sion  of  parliament,  to  have  so  happily  finab&i 
this  most  important  and  weighty  matter." 

Proceedings  about  the  Union.]  Oct.  li  •• 
was  moved,  That  the  Articles  of  i be  Uia 
carried  on  by  the  Commissioners  of  both 
doras,  should  be  read,  as  also  the  minute  • 
the  said  Commissioners.  And  they  ordsrei 
that  all  records,  relating  to  former  treat®  I** 
twren  both  kingdoms,  should  b«  laid  b 
die  house;  and  that  ui  the  intervals  of  pay- 
ment, they  should  he  seen  iu  the  lower  pans- 
incut,  where  some  of  the  lord  Keister’* 
vauts  were  to  attend.  And  the  Aftic®  * 
Union  being  accordingly  read  again,  it  *" 
agreed,  that  the  parliament  should  proceed  tl 
the  consideration  of  them. 

Oct.  15.  When  they  debated  the  vore  & * 
the  12th,  to  proceed  the  Articles  of  rle  Um 
or  delay  : the  country  party  argued  for  a delay 
but  being  put  to  the  vote,  it  was  carried 
eyed.  Yeas  116,  Noes  52  ; so  that  it  ca- 
nal Ly  G t. 

Oct.  16.  They  read  the  first  eight  Amda 
of  the  Treaty,  and  the  proceedings  of  d* 
Commissioners  relating  to  them:  and  on  tSr 
19th,  the  IXtli.  Xth,  Xlth,  Xllth,  Xlllth.** 
XIVth,  were  all  severally  read,  with  thepnr 
ceedings  of  the  Commissioners  in  the  Treaty 
relating  to  them : and  were  all  di-coarsed  o*. 
Then  the  XVth  Article  was  read,  with  lb?  P** 
ceedings  relating  to  it : and  after  some  trv** 
ing,  there  arose  a debate  about  the  caicaku- 
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the  sums  therein  mentioned  ; which  wns  ad- 
jrn«d  till  tin?  next  meeting.  The  calcula- 
•ns  debated,  were  about  the  equivalent  of 
8,080/.  10*.  to  be  granted  to  Scotland,  for 
rntng  into  several  customs,  now  puyahlc  in 
igland,  and  applicable  towards  payment  of 
p debts  of  England,  contracted  before  the 
lion;  according  to  the  proportions  which 
p present  customs  in  Scotland,  being 30,000/. 
r annum,  did  bear  to  the  customs  in  Fng- 
»d,  computed  at  1,351,359/.  per  annum  ; and 
lich  the  present  excise  in  Scotland,  being 
,500/.  per  annum,  hears  to  the  excise  in  Eng* 
kJ,  computed  at  947,602/.  per  annum. 

Oct.  22.  The  debate  about  the  calculation 
the  Equivalent  of  393,085/.  10s.  was  resumed; 
d after  some  time  spent  upon  it,  it  was 
reed  to  name  a Committee  of  three  persons 
each  State,  to  proceed  and  examine  the 
id  calculation,  and  to  report  the  same  to  the 
rl lament.  Then  several  paragraphs  of  the 
Eth  Article  were  rend  again,  and  further 
gtted  on.  The  XVIth  and  XVI Ith  Arti- 
» were  also  read  ; and  with  the  proceedings 
the  Commissioners  relating  to  them,  were 
io  argued  upon.  So  was  the  XVI I Ith  Arti- 
?,  and  the  proceedings  relating  tn  it,  and 
ter  some  discourse  upon  if,  the  further  con- 
tention of  this  article  was  delayed  till  the 
•u  sitting;  the  same  day  several  members 
okc  to  equivalent  and  trade  in  general,  and 
that  of  the  African  company  in  particular: 
>on  the  latter,  there  were  two  motions  made, 
ie,  that  tiie  parliament  should  insist  upon  a 
'tnpensation  of  all  the  losses  the  Darien 
■mpany  had  sustained,  since  those  losses 
sto  occasioned  by  the  undue  intermeddling 
England,  as  appeared  by  former  voles  of  the 
irliumcnt  of  Scotland.  The  other  was,  that 
eing  the  equivalent  to*  be  given  to  the  pro- 
ietors  of  the  African  company,  was  not  to  be 
•id  by  England,  hut  out  of  the  Scots  customs 
id  excise,  and  therefore  the  property  of  tliat 
unpany  ought  to  belong  to  the  kingdom  of 
Gotland,  as  a national  company,  and  not  to 
‘ abandoned  until  the  nation  saw  a proper 
tension,  and  an  adequate  price  for  it.  Both 
ese  motions,  and  several  others  of  the  like 
'ft,  were  laid  upon  the  table,  ro  he  considered 
hen  the  Articles  to  which  they  rcluttd  were 
k<d  into  consideration. 

Oct.  23.  The  XVHlth  orticle  of  the  Union 
as  again  rend,  when  it  was  moved,  that  the 
finish  laws  concerning  the  regulation  of 
«de,  &c.  to  which  Scotland,  by  virtue  of  the 
wy,  was  liable,  lie  printed.  Moved  also, 
mt  the  English  honk  of  rates,  with  the 
hridgment  of  the  laws  relating  thereunto,  be 
finted.  Moved  also,  that  it  be  remitted  to 
committee  of  parliament,  to  cause  such  of 
u»  said  laws  to  be  printed  as  they  shall  see 
wt,  or  to  report  to  the  parliament.  And 
her  «ome  debate  upon  it,  the  further  con- 
ideratiou  of  tt  was  delayed  till  the  next 
itting. 

The  Ijauder  lnitmctions  read.]  Oct.  29. 
.'he  day  that  the  XIXffa,  XXth,  and  XXIst 


Articles  were  read  and  debated,  and  that  the 
XXIId  and  XXIIId  was  read,  a Print  wan-' 
delivered  to  all  the  members  ns  they  entered 
the  heuse,  which  ran  in  these  words : 

“ Instructions  by  the  Magistrates  and  Town 
Council  of  the  Burgh  of  Lauder,  to  their 
Commissioner  in  Parliament,  in  relation 
to  the  Union  proposed  betwixt  the  King* 
doms  of  Scotland  and  England. 

u At  Lender  the  23d  day  of  October,  1700 
years,  the  which  day  the  bailiffs  and  town- 
council  of  the  burgh  of  Lauder,  being  convened 
in  council  within  the  To! booth  of  the  said 
burgh,  having  received  a letter  directed  to 
them  front  the  right  honourable  sir  Samuel 
Mackclcllan,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  dated 
the  15th  day  of  October  instant,  colling  nud 
indicting  a genera!  convention  of  the  royal 
boroughs,  to  be  holden  and  to  sit  at  Edinburgh 
upon  the  29th  day  of  this  instant  October,  and 
intreating  to  send  a commissioner  to  the  said 
convention,  fully  instructed,  in  relation  to  the 
Union  proposed  betwixt  the  kingdoms  of  Scot- 
land and  England,  &c.  us  the  said  letter  bears. 
And  the  said  letter,  with  the  articles  of  the 
said  proposed  Union,  being;  both  verbatim 
publicly  read,  in  presence  ot  the  bailiffs  and 
council  and  all  the  other  burgesses,  inha- 
bitants of  the  said  burgh,  allowed  by  the  bai- 
liffs and  council  in  this  so  great  concern,  to 
he  there  present,  and  to  give  their  opinions. 
It  was  unanimously  agreed  to  by  the  bailiffs 
and  council,  w ith  consent  of  their  neighbouring 
burgesses,  that  sir  David  Cunuiughatii  of  Miln- 
craig,  knight  and  baronet,  and  their  commis- 
sioner and  representative  in  this  present  par- 
liament, should  be  their  commissioner  in  the 
foresaid  general  convention  of  boroughs,  in 
the  terms  of  their  commission  of  the  date- 
hereof.  And  bein^  fully  convinced,  that  albeit 
their  commission  for  representing  them  in  this 
current  parliament,  be  conceived  in  the  most 
full  and  ample  terras  imaginable,  ye  t the  same 
can  never  empower  him  to  act  or  vote  any 
tiling  which  may  tend  to  the  impairing  or  sub- 
verting, or  altering  any  manner  of  wav  his 
constituents  constitution,  rights  or  privileges, 
without  their  particular  and  unanimous  con- 
sent given  him  for  that  effect.  And  having 
likewise  seriously  considered  the  several  nml 
particular  Articles  of  the  said  proposed  Union, 
and  that  they  look  upon  themselves  as  bound 
in  duty,  at  this  tiinr,  to  give  their  opinion  in 
relation  to  the  Union  proposed,  do  therefore 
unanimously  give  it  as  their  bundle  opinion, 
That  the  devolving  the  powers  of  the  Scots  par- 
liament into  the  hands  of  a small  number  of 
lords,  barons  and  boioughs,  allowed  by  the 
said  proposed  Articles  to  sit  and  voie  with  the 
whole*  Lords  and  Commons  of  England,  in  a 
parliament  to  be  culled  the  parliament  of 
Great  Britain,  is  dishononrnble  and  ptejudii  ial 
to  the  kingdom  of  Scotland,  tending  to  the 
destruction  of  their  ancient  coi  dilution,  and 
all  their  rights  and  privileges,  as  u life  people 
in  general,  und  to  every  individual  person  und 
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society  within  the  same,  especially  that  of  the 
boroughs. 

*«  Therefore,  unless  it  shall  be  first  agreed 
to  in  this  present  parliament,  or  any  other  be- 
fore the  said  Union,  that  the  Scots  parliament 
shall  continue  in  all  time  hereafter  as  formerly, 
and  the  laws  and  subjects  of  Scotland  shall 
be  only  subjected  to  the  wisdom  of  a Scots 
parliament,  constituted  according  to  the  laws 
of  the  said  kingdom  : The  said  bailiffs  and 
council,  with  consent  of  their  burgesses,  have 
empowered,  authorized  and  required,  and  here- 
by empower,  authorise  and  require  the  said 
sir  David  Cunningham,  their  commissioner  in 
this  prestnt  purl. ament  for  them,  and  in  their 
nnraes  and  behalf,  in  open  and  plain  parlia- 
ment, by  his  vote  tp  dissent  to,  and  disapprove 
of  all  and  every  one  of  the  Articles  of  the  said 
proposed  Union.  Aud  m case  the  said  sir 
David  shall  not  follow  and  obey  these  our  in- 
structions, we  protest,  that  his  vote  in  the  con- 
trary thereof  is  null,  being  not  only  contrary  to 
bis  constituents  their  instructions,  but  likewise 
tending  to  the  impairing  and  subvening  of 
their  constitution  and  privileges : but  in  case 
it  shall  be  first  agreed  to,  by  this  or  any  suc- 
ceeding parliament,  that  this  and  the  succeed- 
ing parliament  shall  continue  as  formerly,  we 
then  promise  to  give  him,  or  any  other  our 
commissioner  for  the  tune,  our  particular  in- 
structions, as  to  the  other  several  Articles  of 
the  said  proposed  Union.  And  that  this  our 
opinion  and  proceedings  may  be  made  known 
to  our  brethren  the  other  royal  boroughs,  we 
have  ordained  these  presents  to  be  publicly 
printed  and  dispersed  among  them.  In  tes- 
timony whereof  the  said  sir  David  Cunning- 
ham's commission  to  the  royal  boroughs,  and 
these  his  instructions  to  the  parliament,  beiug 
subscribed  by  the  bailiffs  in  prescuce  of,  and 
at  the  command  of  the  council,  are  extracted 
forth  of  the  town-court  books  of  the  borough 
of  Lauder,  by  Mark  Henderson,  common 
clerk  of  the  same,  and  the  common  seal  of  the 
said  burgh  is  hereuuto  affixed. 

€t  Sic  hubscribilur,  M.  Henderson,  Clerk.” 

The  same  day,  Mr.  Fletcher  of  Salton  took 
the  freedom  to  say  in  parliament,  that  the  in- 
terest aud  honour  of  the  natiou  was  betrayed 
by  their  Commissioners.  This  occasioned  a 
great  heat  in  the  house,  and  it  was  demanded 
that  he  should  be  called  to  the  bar ; upon 
which  several  members  of  all  ranks  stood  up 
to  vindicate  what  he  had  said:  and  after  a 
long  debate  it  was  proposed,  that  he  should 
explain  himself.  The  explanation  which  he 
gave  was  to  this  effect,  that  he  could  find  no 
Other  name  hut  treachery  to  the  acting  of  those 
gentlemen ; he  did  indeed  acknowledge  that 
the  word  was  harsh,  but  it  was  truth;  and  if 
the  house  thought  he  had  committed  auy  of- 
fence by  the  expression,  he  was  willing  to 
submit  to  their  censure;  upon  which  the  de- 
bate was  let  fall. 

When  i he  Articles  about  the  number  of 
Scots  ^ords  and  Commotis,  that  were  to  be  ad- 
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milted  to  the  parliament  of  Great  Brittm,  u* 
the  proceedings  of  the  commissioners  rekik* 
to  the  same,  were  read,  there  were  sharp 
Speeches  on  both  sides,  particularly 
the  marquis  of  Annandale,  and  earl  of  Sur. 
bv  Mr.  Fletcher  of  Salton,  the  lord  jweet 
cferk,  and  sir  A.  Home.  And  the  duke  i 
Hamilton  concluded  with  one,  wherein  mm 
doubts  were  proposed  about  the  quota  rf  (ke 
Scots  Lords  and  Commons,  and  the  yieidwsg  trse 
precedency  of  the  Scots  peers,  to  all  the  baj- 
iisli  of  the  same  rank : to  which  no  answer  *n 
given,  nor  any  vote  proposed  that  night,  soih: 
they  adjourned. 

It  must  be  owned  that  those  who  opposed 
the  Union,  left  no  stone  unturned  to  carry  tnw 
poiut ; they  and  their  emissaries  talked  of  *•> 
dresses  from  all  the  corners  of  the  kiagto 
against  the  present  scheme,  wherein  they  pre- 
tended not  to  be  against  an  Union,  botsp** 
the  terms,  as  proposed  in  the  present  Arti- 
cle ; so  that  many  of  the  traders,  who  atti* 
seemed  fond  of  it,  now  imbibed  oilier  doUgm, 
and  pamphlets  were  spread  about  to  peroa*? 
the  Presbyterians,  that  this  scheme  was  «*■ 
trary  to  their  national  and  solemn  league  and 
covenant,  and  that  by  the  sacramental  te*. 
which  was  established  in  England,  they 
be  excluded  from  all  public  posts  in  tbegown- 
inent  of  Great  Britain : and  others  prtiewJ- 
to  assure  them,  that  if  they  made  the  rep* 
of  that  test  a condition  for  the  Union,  it  I 
be  complied  with  in  England. 

The  parliament  having  read  the  XXIVths* 
XXVth,  being  the  two  last  Articles,  on 
30th,  they  adjourned  to  November  1st. 

Several  Petitions  ogainst  the  Union  rtd] 
The  parliament  went  through  the  first  re»M 
of  the  Articles  of  the  Uuion,  last  month,  ad 
on  the  1st  of  November  it  was  mured,  thu 
they  should  then  proceed  to  the  further  wd 
more  particular  consideration  of  the  A rt«* 
of  Union,  in  order  ro  approve  or  not,  wd 
begin  with,  and  read  the  first  Article.  Mowd 
also,  that  the  further  consideration  of  tb*  ^ 
tides  of  the  Union  should  be  delayed  for 
considerable  time,  till  the  sentiments  ot  the 
parliament  of  Eugland  concerning  it  be  kno*s»' 
and  that  the  members  of  parliament 
consult  those  whom  they  represented. 
after  some  debate  on  those  motions, 
Petitions  and  Addresses  were  presented,  fit 
One  in  the  name  of  tiie  barons,  freebo*d*^ 
and  others,  within  the  Shire  of  Midlothian 
Another  in  name  of  the  barons,  freehold 
and  others  within  die  Shire  of  Linhtigo*1 
and  three,  in  name  of  the  barons  and  fiwhoMw 
of  Perth-shire  : ull  against  allowing  of  a®  ®* 
corporating  Union'  with  England ; and  read 
and  discoursed  ou.  And  thereafter  tbetW** 
for  delay,  on  account  of  those  whom  «* 
members  represented,  and  of  knowing  the  #**, 
ti meats  of  the  nation,  and  the  procedure 
the  parliament  of  England,  was  let  fall.  ^ 
agreed  that  the  first  Article  of  the  Union 
be  rend ; but  that  it  should  be  entire 
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lerunt  of  parliaments  to  debate  whether  or 
the  first  Article  should  be  concluded,  by 
■roving  thereof,  or  not.  Or  if  the  parliament 
>hi  not,  before  concluding  thereof,  begin 
h and  conclude  any  other  of  the  Articles, 
d accordingly  the  first  Article  was  read. 
f rest  of  the  day  was  spent  in  reading  and 
snmug  on  the  Addresses  ; the  country  party 
ned,  thet  the  Union  was  a matter  of  so 
at  and  general  concern,  that  it  was  not  to 
cone  into  with  precipitation,  and  that  there 
re  many  more  addresses  coming,  by  which 
y would  see  the  inclinations  of  the  country, 
1 of  their  constituents.  After  this  several 
ier  proposals  were  ntTered  as  preliminaries, 
ore  they  should  enter  upon  the  treaty;  one 
•Tiicb  was,  licit  this  kingdom  should  for  ever 
the  place  of  the  prince’s  education  and  re- 
ence;  then  there  was  a debate,  whether 
7 should  proceed  immediately  to  the  con- 
cretion of  the  first  Article  of  the  Treaty,  nr 

* security  of  the  Kirk.  This  lasted  till 
;ht,  and  I lien  the  parliament  was  adjourned 
nett  day,  when  accordingly  they  met,  and 
1 a very  warm  debate,  whether  they  should 
it  secure  the  Kirk,  or  enter  on  the  first  Ar- 
te. Much  time  being  spent  in  this,  my 
rd  Register  gave  in  a resolre  as  the  state  of 
: vote,  that  they  cliould  enter  on  the  Arti- 

but  with  this  proviso,  that  though  it 
odd  be  voted  and  approved,  it  should  be 
ways  binding,  except  all  the  rest  were 
reed  to.  In  opposition  to  this,  it  was  pro- 
sed, that  the  state  of  the  vote  should  be 
aply,  enter  on  the  Article,  or  first  secure 
•'  Kirk.  A great  many  spoke  for  both  states 
the  vote ; but  being  put  to  the  question, 

- Lord  Register’s  was  carried  by  a majority 
38,  mid  then  approved  by  a greater  number. 
Nov.  4.  During  the  debate,  whether  the  se- 
ntyoi  the  Kirk, or  the  first  Article  for  uniting 
tli  nations  into  one  kingdom,  under  the  name 
Great  Britain,  should  have  the  preference  ; it 
is  urged,  that  according  to  the  laudable  cus- 
®of  this  kingdom,  as  appears  by  their  ancient 
Is  of  parliament,  the  Kirk  bad  always  the 
eference  to  every  thing  else.  But  a lord, 
icn  he  found  thnl  the  first  Articles  of  the 
eaty  had  the  preference,  alluding,  with  re- 
vet to  some  who  were  of  the  opposite  side,  to 
ilius  taisnr’s  saying  in  the  Senate,  Et  vos 
ism  mei  Filii  ? And  are  you  also  against  me 
y sons  1 There  had  been  endeavours  like- 
re  used  in  the  commission  of  the  general  as- 
mbly,  to  possess  them  with  apprehensions  of 

* danger  of  the  Kirk,  from  twenty-six  bishops 
‘mg  in  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain, 
tare  the  Kirk  could  have  none  to  represent 
•t.  from  the  English  sacramental  test,  and  for 

* aath  of  abjuration,  by  which  they  must  ap- 
r“'e  that  part  of  the  limitations,  which  obliged 
ie  *o»er«ign  to  he  of  the  church  of  England, 
V-  Notwithstanding  all  which,  it  was  critni- 
“I.  by  the  law  of  England,  to  say,  the  prince 
“d  parliament  had  no  power  to  alter  the  sue- 

Upon  which  they  would  have  carried 
JmPi  in  the  commission,  against  an  incorpo- 


rating Union,  but  were  prevented  by  the  ruling 
elders.  And  in  order  to  make  the  Kirk  easy, 
there  were  some  who  promised,  that  when  the 
Article  for  an  incorporating  Union  passed, 
they  should  have  on  irritant  clause  to  make 
the  Union  void,  in  case  the  parliament  of  Great 
| Britain  should  in  time  to  come,  alter  the  present 
government  of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland.  However, 
many  of  the  ministers  and  zealous  Presby- 
terians expressed  their  displeasure,  that  the 
security  of  the  Kirk  had  not  the  preference. 
Afr.  Scion's  Speech.]  After  this  there  were 
I several  long  and  smart  Speeches.  Mr.  Seton , 
of  Ptimadden,  spoke  thus: 

” My  Lord  Chancellor ; This  honourable 
house  lias  heard  the  several  Articles  of  the 
' Treaty  of  Union  twice  read,  has  spent  a consi- 
derable time  in  discoursing  to  each  of  them, 
j and,  alter  much  debate,  is  come  to  examine 
| and  determine  upon  the  first.  Notwithstand- 
ing all  the  arguments  offered  against  it,  I can- 
I not  find  the  least  motive  foralteiing  the  opinion 
j I had  at  signing  this  Article,  having  had  the 
. honour  lo  be  one  of  the  commissioners  ap- 

fointed  by  her  majesty  for  that  end  ; but  that 
may  give  all  satisfaction  to  every  member, 
I shall  humbly  otTer,  in  a plain  manner,  my 
thoughrs  in  relation  to  it. — My  Lord,  this  Arti- 
cle is  the  foundation  of  the  whole.Treaty,  and 
the  approving  or  rejecting  it  must  determine 
Union  or  no  Union  betwixt  both  kingdoms.— 
How  far  the  approving  this  Article  conduces  to 
our  happiness,  appears  evidently,  by  consi- 
dering the  ihree  different  ways  proposed  for 
retrieving  the  languishing  condition  of  this  na- 
tion; which  are,  that  we  continue  under  the 
same  sovereign  with  England,  with  limitations 
on  his  prerogative  as  king  of  Scotland  ; that 
the  two  kingdoms  be  incorporated  into 
one ; or  that  they  he  entirely  separated. — 
That  the  Union  of  Crowns  with  limitations 
on  the  successor  is  not  sufficient  to  rectify  the 
bad  state  of  this  nation,  appears  from  these  po- 
sitions founded  on  reason  and  experience. — 
Two  kingdoms  subject  to  one  sovereign,  having 
different  interests,  the  nearer  these  are  one  to 
another,  the  greater  jealousy  and  emulation 
will  be  betwixt  them. — Every  monarch,  having 
two  or  more  kingdoms,  will  be  obliged  to  pre- 
fer the  counsel  and  interest  of  the  stronger  to 
that  of  the  weaker:  and  the  greater  disparity 
of  power  and  riches  there  is  betwixt  these  king- 
doms, the  greater  influence  the  more  powerful 
nation  will  have  on  the  sovereign.  Notwith- 
standing these  positions,  1 shall  suppose  the 
parliament  of  Scotland  is  vested  with  the  power 
of  making  peace  and  war,  »f  rewarding  and 
punishing  persons  of  all  ranks,  of  levying  troops, 
and  of  the  negative  itself. — I could  shew  the 
inconveniences  that  must  attend  such  a state 
of  government,  in  disposal  of  places,  and  ma- 
naging public  affairs.  I could  likewise  shew 
the  improbability  of  attaining  such  conditions, 
or  keeping  them  if  attained.  But  laying  aside 
such  considerations,  my  humble  opinion  is, 
that  we  cannot  reap  any  benefit  from  these 
conditions  of  government,  without  tbo  as- 
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sistauce  of  England  ; and  the  people  thereof 
trill  never  be  convinced  to  promote  the  interest 
of  Scotland,  till  both  kingdoms  are  incorporated 
into  one : so  that  I conceive  such  a state  of 
limitations  to  be  no  better  for  Scotland,  than 
if  it  were  entirely  separated  from  England  ; in 
which  state  there  is  little  appearance  of  procu- 
ring any  remedy  to  our  present  circumstances, 
which  appears  from  these  uncontroverted  po- 
sitions : — The  people  and  government  of  Scot- 
land roust  be  richer  or  poorer,  as  they  have 
plenty  or  scarcity  of  money,  the  common  mea- 
sure of  trade. — No  money  or  thing*  of  value 
can  be  purchnsed  in  the  course  of  commerce, 
but  where  there  is  n force  to  protect  it. — This 
nation  is  behind  all  other  nations  of  Europe, 
for  many  years,  with  respect  to  the  effects  of 
an  extended  trade. — This  nation  being  poor, 
and  without  force  to  protect  its  commerce, 
cannot  reap  great  advantages  by  it,  till  it  par- 
take of  the  trade  and  protection  of  some  pow- 
erful neighbour  nation,  tluit  can  communicate 
both  these. — To  illustrate  this  last  position,  I 
shall  give  a short  view  of  the  state  of  commerce 
we  must  needs  he  in,  with  respect  to  our  neigh- 
bour nations,  supposing  an  entire  separation 
from  England. — The  ordinary  mean  whereby 
we  con  flourish  in  wealth,  is,  that  balance  which 
arises  from  the  exchange  of  our  natural  or  arti- 
ficial product  with  other  places  : but  we  have 
no  valuable  branch  of  expoit,  which  does  not 
interfere  with  the  like  commodity,  in  some 
more  powerful  neighbour  nation,  whose  interest 
it  is  to  suppress  or  discourage  our  commodity, 
for  raising  the  value  of  its  own ; so  that  there  is 
no  demonstrable  security  for  the  vent  and  en- 
couragement of  any  branch  of  our  export. 
—Can  it  be  expected,  that  Holland  will  sutfer 
us  to  improve  our  fishery,  which  is  to  them  a 
nursery  for  seamen,  a livelihood  to  many  fami- 
lies, and  an  immense  treasure  to  the  public.— 
If  v/e  traffic  with  England,  our  linen  cloth,  cat- 
tle, and  coals  will  be  discouraged,  at  least  after 
the  same  manner  that  we  discourage  export 
from  thence.  If  we  traffic  with  Muscovy,  Swe- 
den, Denmark,  Poland,  Germany,  France, 
Spain.  Portugal,  and  Italy,  the  sale  of  our  com- 
modities will  be  of  small  value  in  those  places; 
seeing  the  Dutch  or  English,  by  their  increase 
of  trade,  are  capable  to  serve  them  with  most 
of  the  like  goods  cheaper  and  better  than  we. 
—Let  us  look  to  any  other  part  of  the  world 
for  vent  to  our  product,  and  we  will  find  other 
nations  have  prevented  ns.— If  we  attempt  the 
Kast-India  trade,  that  is  already  enhanced  by  the 
Dutch,  English,  French,  Spaniards,  or  Portu- 
guese, from  whom  we  must  expect  opposition, 
they  themselves  opposing  one  another  dailv ; 
and  we  of  no  force  to  debate  the  same  with  the 
most  inconsiderable  of  them. — The  trade  of 
Africa,  is  for  the  most  part,  of  small  value  ; and 
every  province  of  America  is  claimed  as  pro- 
perty, by  some  powerful  European  nation. — If 
it  be  said,  that  Scotland  may  make  alliance 
with  one  of  its  neighbour  nations  for  protection; 
that  alliance  must  be  with  Holland,  England  or 
Trance.  OiUcr  countries  being  so  remote  or 
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poor,  that  their  friendships  can  be  ofliitkus 
to  us. — YVi  h Holland  we  can  have  no 
tngeous  alliance,  because  its  chief  brand  V 
trade  is  the  tame  with  ours;  with  the  Eagiu 
we  can  expect  no  profitable  friendship,  fertile 
being  our'near  neighbours,  will  be  jealoo  ^ 
our  increase  in  power ; and  from  France  in 
advantages  can  be  reaped,  till  the  old  oSrasR 
and  defensive  league  be  revived  betwixt  Fraur 
and  Scotland,  which  would  give  umbrae 
the  English,  and  occasion  a war  betwixt  6n 
and  us.  And  allowing  the  Scots,  hi  vsa  t 
juncture,  with  the  assistance  of  Fra a«  t< 
conquer  England;  Scotland,  by  that  coor  r* 
could  not  hope  to  belter  its  present  state;  h 
it  is  more  than  probable,  the  conqueror  wdl 
make  his  residence  in  England,  as  JbnMrif&e 
northern  people  used  to  do  in  ihcir  sorik en 
expeditions.  — From  these  c^nsiderac***.  i 
conceive,  that  this  nation,  by  an  entire 
tion  from  England,  cannot  extend  its  trarfe.  * 
as  to  raise  its  power  in  proportion  to  nvr 
trafficking  nations  in  Europe;  hut  ttatkdf 
we  may  he  in  danger  of  returning  to  that  fttt 
constitution  of  government,  wherein  dory**- 
fathers  were,  which  was  frequently  otter  id 
with  feuds,  murders,  depredations  and  r 
lions. — My  Lord,  l am  sorry,  that,  in  pber  ' 
things,  we  amuse  ourselves  with  words; 
my  part,  I comprehend  no  durable  Uowtih* 
twixl  .Scotland  and  England,  but  that  express 
in  this  Article  bv  one  kingdom,  that  is  to 
one  people,  one  civil  government,  sod  one* 
terest. — ft  is  true,  the  words,  F«dem!  lo^s 
are  become  very  fashionahle,  and  may  St 
handsomely  fitted  to  delude  unthinking pewk; 
but  if  any  member  of  this  house  will  pm  fee- 
self  the  trouble  to  examine  what  conditio** 
articles  are  understood  by  these  words,  •m* 
duce  them  into  any  kind  of  fcrdcral  CTBp®1 
whereby  distinct  nations  have  been  uriiud  • 
will  presume  to  snv,  these  will  be  fotsd 
prarticnble,  or  of  very  little  use  to  at.— fct*9 
put  that  matter  in  a clear  light,  these  g*** 
ought  to  be  duly  examined,  Whether  a F«d*» 
Union  be  practicable  betwixt  twontt  oci^* 
costumed to  a monarchical  government?  "fe* 
ther  thtre  can  be  any  sure  guaranty  pay  - * 
for  the  observance  of  the  articles  of  a fr** 
compact,  stipulated  betwixt  two  naoo^- 
whereof  the  one  is  much  superior  to  the 
in  riches,  numbers  of  people,  and  an  esttodw 
commerce?  Whether  the  advantages  ot  * fr 
deraj  Union  do  balance  its  disadranctf^ 
Whether  tha  English  will  accept  a F®**3' 
Union,  supposing  it  to  be  for  the  truei**®* 
of  both  nations?  Whether  any  (federal 
poet  betwixt  Scotland  and  England,  a 
cient  to  secure  the  peace  of  this  island,  or  fa* 
tify  it  against  the  intrigues  and  invasions  o'10 
foreign  enemies?  and,  Whether  Engho^ 
prudence,  ought  to  communicate  its  v 
protection  to  this  nation,  till  both 
are  incorporated  iitto  one  ? — To  clear  this  1* 
query,  I thall  offer  a remark  from  bistort.-'** 
two  independent  and  distinct  kingdom*,^*4 
by  a federal  compact,  under  one  I*W 
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weaker,  to  preserve  its  interest,  has  some- 
e*  separated  from  the  stronger,  unless  pre- 
ttd  by  open  force,  or  seciet  influence  on 
government. — Spain  and  Portugal  were 
ject  to  the  same  sovereign,  Plnlip  '2?  and, 
withstanding  the  Portuguese  got  most  ad- 
itageou3  conditions  from  Spain,  they  no 
mer  found  a favourable  opportunity  in  the 
pi  of  Philip  4,  than  they  revolted  from  their 
.‘giance,  and  elected  the  duke  of  Bruganza 
their  king. — Sweden  and  Dennr.uk  were 
tied  by  a federal  compact  under  one  mo* 
rch ; but  the  Swedes  judging  a separation 
re  for  their  interest,  broke  off,  and  chose 
M&rus  1,  for  their  king. — My  lord,  1 should 
consider  an  incorporating  Union,  as  it  is 
i reused  in  this  Article  by  one  kingdom  ; but 
u { may  not  take  up  the  time  of  the  house, 
bill  only  give  one  historical  remark  with  rc- 
ioi>  to  it. — Two  or  more  disriuct  kingdoms 
states,  by  incorporating  into  one  kingdom, 
ve  continued  under  tbe  same  sovereign,  enjoy* 

; equally  the  protection  of  his  government, 
d every  part  of  the  body  politic,  though  never 
far  removed  from  the  sent  of  government, 
s ilourisbed  in  wealth,  in  proportion  to  the 
lue  of  its  natural  product,  or  the  industry  of 
inhabitants. — To  prove  this  remark,  tlitre 
e many  examples. — Spain  was  formerly  di- 
detl  into  several  kingdoms,  ten  whereof  arc* 
corporated  into  tire  one  kingdom  of  Spain. — 
•ance  was  formerly  divided  into  twelve  states, 
inch  are  incorporated  into  the  one  kingdom 
' France.— England  was  formerly  divided  into 
vea  kingdoms,  which  are  incorporated  into 
£ one  kingdom  of  England ; Scotland  itself 
as  formerly  divided  into  two  kingdoms,  which 
present  are  incorporated  into  the  one  king* 
nn  of  Scotland. — I could  give  some  account 
die  particular  advantages  we  wilt  obtaiu  by 
l incorporating  Union  with  England  ; but 
tere  will  be  occasions  to  discourse  of  tliese,  as 
ic  other  Articles  fall  under  the  consideration 

* this  parliament.  In  general,  I may  assert, 
iat  by  this  Union,  we  will  have  access  to  all 
>e  advantages  in  commerce  the  English  en- 
»y : we  will  be  capable,  by  tf  good  govem- 
ient,  to  improve  our  national  product,  for 
le  benefit  of  the  whole  island ; and  we  will 
are  our  liberty,  property,  and  religion, 
xu red  under  the  protection  of  one  sove- 
?ign,  and  one  parliament  of  Great  Britain. 
-Now,  my  Lord,  if  limitatious  on  the  sue- 
essor.can  be  of  little  or  no  use  to  us;  if  an 
ntire  separation  from  England  brings  no  nd- 
autage  to  this  nation  ; and  if  all  fcedernl  cum* 
•acts,  as  we  are  stated,  have  insuperable 
inTiculties,  which  in  some,  measure  I have 
levied,  there  is  but  one  of  two  left  to  our 
dioice,  to  wit,  That  both  kingdoms  be  united 
uto  one,  or  that  we  continue  under  the  6ame 
•overeign  with  England,  as  we  have  done  these 
Jundred  years  past.  This  last  I conceive  to  be 

* very  ill  state  , for  by  it  (if  experience  be  con- 
nnciog)  »e  cannot  expect  any  of  the  advantages 
of  au  incorporating  Union  : but  on  the  contrair, 
our  sovereignty  and  independency  will  be 
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eclipsed  ; rhe  number  of  our  nobility  will  in- 
crease ; our  commons  w ill  be  oppressed ; our 
parliaments  will  be  influenced  by  England; 
the  execution  of  our  laws  will  be  neglected; 
our  peace  will  be  interrupted  by  factions  for 
places  and  pension* ; luxury,  together  with 
poverty  (though  strange)  will  invade  us;  uum- 
bers  of  Scots  will  withdraw  themselves  to  fo- 
reign countries ; ami  all  the  other  effect*  of 
bad  government  must  necessarily  attend  us. — 
l.et  us  therefore,  my  lord,  niter  all  tliese  consi- 
derations, approve  this  Article;  and  when  the 
whole  Treaty  shall  he  duly  examined  and  rati- 
fied, I am  hopeful,  this  parliament  will  return 
their  most  dutiful  acknowledgments  to  her 
majesty,  for  her  royal  endeavours  ni  promoting 
a lasting  Union  betwixt  both  nations." 

Ijord  Belhaven's  Speech  against  the  Union.] 
Next  spoke  the  Lord  Bclhaven,  but  without 
answering  what  had  been  said  by  Air.  betoii. 
lie  made  a long  premeditated  speech,  as 
follows:  * 

“ Mv  lord  Chancellor ; When  I consider  tbe 
affair  of  an  Union  littwixt  the  twn  nations,  us 
it  is  expressed  in  the  set  era)  Articles  thereof, 
an  1 now  the  subject  of  our  dvliheratiou  at  this 
time  ; I find  my  tnmd  crowded  with  variety  of 
melancholy  thought?,  mid  I think  it  my  duty 
to  disburden  myself  of  some  of  them,  by  laying 
them  before,  and  exposing  them  to  the  serious 
consideration  of  this  honourable  house. — J 
think  1 seen  free  and  independent  kingdom 
delivering  up  that,  which  all  the  world  hath 
been  fighting  for  since  the  days  of  Nimrod; 
yea,  that  for  which  moot  of  all  tbe  empires, 
kingdoms,  states,  principalities,  and  dukedoms 
of  Europe,  are  at  this  time  engaged  in  the 
most  bloody  and  cruel  wars  that  ever  were, 
to  wit,  a power  to  manage  their  own  affairs  by 
themselves,  without  the  assistance  and  counsel 
of  any  other. — I think  I sec  a national  church, 
founded  upon  a rock,  secured  hy  a claim  of 
right,  hedged  and  fenced  about,  by  the  strictest 
and  most  pointed,  legal  sanction  that  sove- 
reignty could  contrive,  voluntarily  descending 
into  n plain,  upon  an  equal  level  with  Jew*, 
Papists,  Socinians,  Annininns,  Anabaptists, 
and  other  sectaries,  dec. — I think  I see 
the  noble  and  honourable  peerage  of  Scot- 
land, whose  valiant  predecessors  led  armies 
against  their  enemies,  upon  their  own  proper 
charges  and  expellees,  now  divested  of  their 
followers  and  vassalages,  and  put  upon  such 
an  equal  foot  with  their  vassals,  that  1 think 
I see  a petty  English  exciseman  receive  more 
homage  and  respect  than  what  was  paid  for- 
merly to  their  quondam  Mackal  Inmores.— 
I think  I see  the  present  peers  of  Scotland, 
whose  noble  ancestors  conquered  provinces, 
over-run  countries,  reduced  and  subjected 
towns  and  fortified  places,  exact*  il  tribute 
through  the  greatest  part  of  England,  now 
walking  in  the  court  of  requests  like  so  many 
English  attornies,  laying  aside  their  walking 
swords  when  in  company  with  the  English 
peers,  lest  their  self-defence  should  he  found 
murder.-— I think  I see  the  honourable  estate 
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of  barons,  the  bold  assertors  of  the  nation’s 
rights  and  liberties  in  the  worst  of  times,  now 
setting  a watch  upon  their  lips,  and  a guard 
upon  their  tongues,  lest  they  be  found  guilty 
of  scandalum  magnatum. — I think  I see  the 
royal  state  of  boroughs  walking  their  desolate 
streets,  hanging  down  their  heads  under  disap- 
pointments, wormed  out  of  nil  the  branches 
of  their  old  trade,  uncertain  what  hand  to  turn 
to,  necessitate  to  become  ’prentices  to  their 
unkind  neighbours ; nnd  yet  after  all,  finding 
their  trade  so  fortified  by  companies,  and  se- 
cured by  prescriptions,  that  (hey  despair  of 
any  success  therein. — I think  I see  our  learned 
judges  laying  aside  their  practiques  and  deci- 
sions, studying  the  common  law  of  England, 
gravelled  with Cerlioranes,  Nisi  Prius's,  Writs 
of  Error,  Verdicts  Indnvar,  Ejectione  Firma:, 
Injunctions,  Demurs,  fic.  nnd  frighted  with 
appeals  nnd  avocations,  liecnuse  of  the  new 
regulations  nnd  rectifications  they  may  meet 
with. — I think  I see  (he  valiant  and  gallant 
soldiery  either  sent  to  learn  the  plantation 
trade  abroad ; or  at  home  petitioning  for  n small 
subsistence,  as  n reward  of  their  honourable 
exploits  ; while  their  old  corps  arc  broken,  the 
common  soldiers  left  to  beg,  and  the  youngest 
English  corps  kept  standing. — I think  I see 
the  honest  industrious  tradesman  loaded  with 
new  taxes  and  impositions,  disappointed  of  the 
equivalents,  drinking  water  in  place  of  ale, 
eating  his  saltless  pottage,  petitioning  for  en- 
couragement to  his  manufactures,  nnd  answered 
by  counter-petitions.— In  short,  I think  1 see 
the  laborious  ploughman,  with  his  com  spoil- 
ing upon  his  hands,  for  want  of  sale,  cursing 
the  day  of  his  birth,  dreading  the  expence  of 
his  burial,  and  uncertain  whether  to  marry  or 
do  worse.  I think  I see  the  incurable  difficul- 
ties of  the  landed-men,  fettered  under  the 
golden  chain  of  equivalents,  their  pretty 
daughters  petitioning  for  want  of  husbands, 
and  their  sons  for  want  of  employment. — I 
think  I see  our  mariners  delivering  up  their 
ships  to  their  Dutch  partners;  and  what 
through  presses  and  necessity,  earning  their 
bread  as  underlings  in  the  royal  English  navy. 
— But  above  all,  my  lord,  I think  I see  our 
ancient  mother  Caledonia,  like  Ciesnr,  sitting 
in  the  midst  of  our  senate,  ruefully  looking 
round  about  her,  covering  herself  with  her 
royal  garment,  attending  the  fatal  blow,  and 
breathing  out  her  last  with  an  ‘ Et  tu  quoque 
mi  fili.” 

“ Are  not  these,  my  lord,  very  afflicting 
thoughts  ? and  yet  they  are  hut  the  least  part 
suggested  to  me  by  these  dishonourable  Arti- 
cles. Should  not  the  consideration  of  these 
things  vivify  these  dry  hones  nf  ours  ? Should 
not  the  memory  of  our  noble  predecessors 
valour  and  constancy  rouse  up  our  drooping 
spirits  f Are  our  noble  preuccessors  souls  got 
so  far  into  the  English  cabbage-stock  and  colli- 
flowers,  that  we  should  shew  the  least  incli- 
nation that  way?  Are  our  eves  so  blinded  ? 
Are  our  ears  so  deafened  ? Are  our  hearts  so 
hardened?  Are  our  tongues  so  faltered ? Are 
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our  hands  so  fettered,  that  in  this  oor  dir,  I 
say,  my  lord,  that  in  this  our  day,  we  sfcrv: 
not  mind  the  things  that  concern  the  lev 
being  and  well-being  of  out  ancient  kings 
before  the  day  be  hid  from  oorevts? 

“ No,  my  lord,  God  forbid ! man's  ntt- 
mity  is  God's  opportunity:  ‘ He  is  a pttso: 
help  in  time  of  need,  and"  a deliverer,  and  tie 
right  early.’  Some  unforeseen  providence  rf 
fall  out,  that  may  cast  the  balance;  some  Jo- 
seph or  other  will  say,  ‘ Why  do  je  stave  tv 
gether,  since  you  are  brethren?’  Nut*  a: 
destroy  Scotland,  save  Scotland  itself;  W 
your  hands  from  the  pen,  you  are  wee 
Some  Judah  or  other  will  say,  ‘Let  an  *: 
bauds  be  upon  the  lad,  be  is  our  brot' 
There  will  be  a Jehovah  Jireh,  and 
will  be  caught  in  the  thicket,  when  the  Hoc 
knife  is  at  our  mother's  throat.  L«  » » 
then,  my  lord,  and  let  our  noble  patrws  be- 
have themselves  like  men,  and  we  too*  so 
how  soon  a blessing  may  come. 

“ My  lord,  I wish  from  iny  heart,  that  *■  ■ 
my  vision  prove  not  as  true  as  my  retsMi « 
it  are  probable : I design  not  at  this  u»v 
enter  into  the  mrrits  of  any  one  particulir  A 
tide;  I intend  tins  discourse,  as  an  introdic 
tion  to  svhnt  I may  afterwards  sav  upon  a 
whole  debate,  as  it  falls  in  before  tfiis  baaor- 
able  house;  and  therefore,  in  the  farther  p- 
secution  of  what  I have  to  say,  I shah  ,«* 
upon  few  particulars,  very  necessarj  to  be  » 
derstood,  before  we  enter  upon  ibe  detail  t 
so  important  a matter. 

“ I shall  therefore,  iu  the  first  place.  * 
deavour  to  encourage  a free  and  fall  deW» 
tion,  without  animosities  and  beats:  Use 
next  place,  I shall  endeavour  to  make  a <» 
quiry  into  the  nature  and  source  of  ties** 
lural  and  dangerous  divisions  that  arc  ten  * 
foot  within  this  isle,  with  some  mouses 
ing,  that  it  is  our  interest  to  lay  them  a*** 
this  time  : Then  I shall  enquire  into  thr  m 

sons,  which  have  induced,  the  two  natwr  a 
enter  into  a Treaty  of  Union  at  this  c* 
with  some  considerations  and  meditations  ' 
relation  to  the  behaviour  of  the  lords  an** 
sioners  of  the  two  kingdoms,  in  the  mwas- 
ment  of  this  great  concern  Aid  lastly  ■ 
shall  propose  a method,  by  which  «e  - - 
most  distinctly,  and  without  cnnfiisun  f 
throughtheseveral  Articles  of  this  Treat'.  «<h 
out  unnecessary  repetitions  or  loss  ■*  set- 
And  all  this  with  all  deference,  and  unde 
correction  of  this  honourable  house. 

“ My  lord  chancellor,  the  greatest  hr®®1 
thnt  was  done  unto  a Roman,  was  to  **" 
him  the  glory  of  a triumph  ; the  greatest  * 
most  dishonourable  punishment,  was  that 
parricide : lie  th»t  was  guilty  of  pamoki 
was  brnteti  with  rods  upon  his  naked  Wy 
till  the  blood  gushed  out  of  all  thevaasotki 
body;  then  he  was  sewed  up  in  a leaden 
sack,  called  a culeus,  with  a cock,  anpth 
and  an  ape,  and  thrown  headlong  into  the  a* 

“ My  lord,  patricide  is  a greater  amt  tks 
parricide,  all  the  world  over.  Iu  a tf11®:*' 
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ny  lord,  when  ihe  conqueror  was  riding  in  his 
riuraphai  chariot,  crowned  with  laurels, adorn- 
d with  trophies,  and  applauded  with  huzzas, 
icre  was  a monitor  appointed  to  stand  behind 
rtn,  to  warn  him,  not  to  be  high-minded,  not 
ulfed  up  with  over- weening  thoughts  of  him- 
rlf;  and  to  his  chariot  were  tied  a whip  and 

bell,  to  mind  him,  that  tor  all  his  glory  and 
randeur,  he  was  accountable  to  the  people  for 
is  administration,  and  would  be  punished  os 
ther  men,  if  found  guilty. 

“ The  greate  st  honour  amongst  us,  my  lord,  is 

> represent  the  sovereign  s sacred  person  in 
arliament ; and  in  one  particular  it  appears 

> be  greater  than  that  of  a triumph  ; because 
ie  whole  legislative  power  seems  to  be  wholly 
ntrusted  with  him  : If  he  give  the  royal  as- 
?nt  to  an  act  of  the  estates,  it  becomes  a law 
bligatory  upon  the  subject,  though  contrary 
r without  any  instructions  from  the  sovereign*: 
f be  refuse  the  royal  assent  to  a vote  in  parlia- 
lent,  it  cannot  be  a law,  though  he  has  the 
)vereigu*s  particular  and  positive  instructions 
it  it. 

“ His  grace  the  duke  of  Quecnsbury,  who  now 
“presents  her  majesty  in  this  session  of  par- 
arneut,  hath  had  the  honour  of  that  great 
'ust,  as  often,  if  not  more  titan  any  Scots* 
nan  ever  had : he  hath  been  the  favourite  of 
>vo  succes-be  sovereigns  ; and  I cannot  but 
umniend  his  constancy,  and  perseverance, 
bat,  notwithstanding  his  former  diificulties  and 
usuccessful  attempts,  and  roaugre  some  other 
pecialities  not  yet  determined,  that  his  grace 
as  jet  had  the  resolution  to  undertake  the 
lost  unpopular  measures  last.  If  his  grace 
ucceed  in  this  affair  of  an  Union,  and  that  it 
Tove  for  the  happiness  and  welfare  of  the  na- 
lon,  then  he  justly  merits  to  have  a statue  of 
old  erected  for  himself:  but  if  it  shall  tend  to 
be  entire  destruction  and  abolition  of  our 
union;  and  that  we  the  nation's  trustees 
rail  go  into  it  ; then  1 must  say,  that  a whip 
ad  a bell,  a cock  and  a viper,  and  an  ape,  are 
tut  too  small  punishments  for  any  such  bold 
mnatural  undci  taking  and  complaisance. 

u That  I may  pave  a way,  iny  lord,  to  a full 
:alm,  and  free  reasoning  upon  this  affair, 
rhich  is  of  the  last  consequence  unto  this  un- 
ion ; I shall  mind  this  honourable  house,  that 
re  are  the  successors  of  our  noble  predecessors, 
rho  founded  our  monarchy,  framed  our  laws, 
attended,  altered,  and  corrected  them  from 
hue  to  time,  as  the  alf.iirs  and  circumstances 
>f  the  nation  did  require,  without  the  assist- 
ance or  advice  of  auy  foreign  power  or  poten- 
ate,  and  who,  during  the  time  of  2000  years, 
lave  handed  them  down  to  us  a free  indepen- 
dent nation,  w ith  the  hazard  of  their  lives  and 
fortunes  : shall  not  we  then  argue  for  that 
*btchour  progenitors  have  purchased  for  us  at 
10  dear  a rate,  and  with  so  much  immortal 
honour  and  glory  ? God  forbid.  Shall  the 
hazard  of  a father  unbind  the  ligaments  of  a 
dumb  son’s  tongue ; aud  shall  we  hold  our 
peace,  when  our  Patria  is  in  danger?  I speak 
th'S,  my  lord,  that  I may  encourage  every  in- 
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dividual  member  of  this  house,  to  speak  their 
mind  freely.  There  are  many  wise  and  prudent 
men  amongst  us,  who  think  it  not  worth  their 
while  to  open  their  mouths  ; there  are  others, 
who  can  speak  very  well,  and  to  good  purpose, 
who  shelter  themselves  under  the  shameful 
cloak  of  silcuce,  from  a fenr  of  the  frowns  of 
great  men  and  parties.  1 have  observed,  my 
lord,  by  ray  experience,  the  greatest  number  of 
speakers  in  the  most  trivial  affairs;  and  it 
will  always  prove  so,  while  we  come  not  to 
the  right  understanding  of  the  oath  de  JiJcU , 
whereby  we  are  bound  not  only  to  give  our 
vote,  but  our  faithful  advice  in  parliament,  »» 
we  should  answer  to  God  ; and  in  our  an- 
cient laws,  the  representatives  of  the  honoura- 
ble barons,  and  the  royal  boroughs,  are 
termed  spokesmen.  It  lies  upou  your  lord- 
ships  therefore  particularly  to  take  notice  of 
such,  whose  modesty  makes  them  bashful  to 
speak.  Therefore  1 shall  leave  it  upon  you, 
aud  conclude  this  point  with  a very  memora- 
ble saying  of  an  honest  private  gentleman  to  a 
great  queen,  upon  occasion  of  a state  project, 
contrived  by  an  able  statesman,  and  the  fa- 
vourite to  a great  king,  against  a peaceful 
obedient  people,  because  of  the  diversity  of 
their  laws  and  constitutions.  * 11  at  this  time 

* thou  hold  thy  peace,  salvation  shall  come 
1 to  the  people  from  another  place,  but  thou 

* and  thy  house  shall  perish/  I leave  the  appli- 
cation to  each  particular  member  of  this  bouse. 

tl  My  Lord,  I come  now  to  consider  our  di- 
visions. We  are  under  the  happy  reign 
(blessed  be  God)  of  the  best  of  queens,  who 
has  no  evil  design  against  the  meanest  of  her 
subjects,  who  loves  all  her  people,  and  is 
equally  beloved  by  them  again  ; and  yet  that 
under  the  happy  influence  of  our  most  ex- 
cellent queen  there  should  be  such  divisions 
and  factions,  more  dangerous  and  threatening 
to  her  dominions,  than  if  we  were  under  an 
arbitrary  government,  is  most  strange  and  un- 
accountable. Under  an  arbitrary  prince,  all 
are  willing  to  serve,  because  all  are  under  a 
necessity  to  obey,  whether  they  will  or  not. 
He  chuses  therefore  whom  he  will,  without 
respect  to  either  parties  or  factions  ; and  if  he 
think  lit  to  take  the  advices  of  his  councils  or 
parliaments,  every  man  speaks  his  mind 
freely,  nnd  the  prince  receives  the  faithful  ad- 
vice of  his  people  without  the  mixture  of  self- 
designs  : il  he  proves  a good  prince,  the  go- 
vernment is  easy , if  bad,  either  death  nr  a re- 
volution brings  a deliverance:  whereas  here 
my  lord,  there  appears  no  end  of  onr  misery, 
if  not  prevented  to  time:  factions  are  now  be- 
come independent,  and  have  got  footing  in 
councils,  in  parliaments,  in  treaties,  in  armies, 
in  incorporations,  in  families,  among  kindred, 
ea  man  and  wife  arc  not  free  from  their  po- 
itical  jars. 

“ It  remains  therefore,  my  lord,  that  I enquire 
into  the  nature  of  these  things,  and  siuce  the 
names  give  us  not  the  right  idea  of  the  thing,  I 
am  afraid  I shall  have  difficulty  to  make  my 
self  well  understood. 

(H) 
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“ The  names  generally  used  to  denote  the 
factions,  are  Whig,  and  Tory,  as  obscure  as  that 
of  Guelfs  and  Gibelins  : yea,  my  lord,  they  have 
different  significations,  as  they  are  applied  to 
factions  in  each  kingdom  ; a Whig  in  England 
is  a heterogeneous  creature,  in  Scotland  he  is 
all  of  a piece  ; a Tory  in  England  is  all  of  a 
piece,  and  a statesman  ; in  Scotland  he  is 
quite  otherwise,  an  anti-courticr  and  anti- 
statesman. 

44  A Whig  in  England  appears  to  be  some- 
what like  Nebuchadnezzars  image,  of  different 
metals,  different  classes,  different  principles, 
ami  different  designs  : yet  take  them  altogether 
they  are  like  a piece  of  fine  mixed  drugget  of 
different  threads,  some  finer,  some  coarser, 
which  after  all  make  a comely  appearance,  and 
an  agreeable  suit.  Tory  is  like  a piece  of  loyal 
home-made  English  cloth,  the  true  staple  of 
the  nation,  all  of  a thread  ; yet  if  we  look  nar- 
rowly into  it,  we  shall  perceive  diversity  of 
colours,  which,  according  to  the  various  situa- 
tions and  positions,  make  various  appearances  : 
sometimes  Tory  is  like  the  moon  in  its  full,  as 
appeared  in  the  affair  of  the  bill  of  Occisional 
Conformity  ; upon  other  occasions  it  appears 
to  be  under  a cloud,  and  as  if  it  were  eclipsed 
by  a greater  body,  as  it  did  in  the  design  of 
calling  over  the  illustrious  princess  Sophia. 
However  by  this  we  may  see  their  designs 
are  to  outshoot  Whig  in  his  own  bow. 

“ Whig  in  Scotland  is  a true-blue  Presbyterian, 
who,  without  considering  time  or  power,  will 
venture  their  all  for  the  kirk : but  something 
less  for  the  state.  The  greatest  difficulty  is, 
how  to  describe  a Scots  Tory:  of  old,  when  I 
knew  them  first,  Tory  was  an  honest  hearted 
comradish  fellow,  who  provided  he  was  main- 
tained and  protected  in  his  benefices,  titles 
and  dignities  by  the  state,  he  was  the  less 
auxious  who  had  the  government  and  ma- 
nagement of  the  church  : but  now  what  he  is 
since  ju re  Divino  came  in  fashion : and  that 
Christianity,  and,  by  consequence,  salvation 
comes  to  depend  upon  Episcopal  ordination,  I 
profess  I know  not  what  to  make  of  him; 
only  this  I must  say  for  him,  that  he  endea- 
vours to  do  by  opposition,  that  which  his 
brother  in  England  endeavours  by  a more 
prudent  and  less  scrupulous  method. 

“ Now,  my  lord,  from  these  divisions,  there 
has  got  up  a kind  of  aristocracy,  something 
hke  the  famous  triumvirate  at  Rome ; they 
' are  a kind  of  undertakers  and  pragmatic 
statesmen,  who,  finding  their  power  and  strength 
great,  and  answerable  to  their  designs,  will 
make  bargains  with  onr  gracious  sovereign  ; 
they  will  serve  her  faithfully,  but  upon  their 
own  terms  ; they  must  hate  their  own  instru- 
ments, their  own  measures ; this  man  must  be 
turned  out,  and  that  man  put  in,  and  then 
they  will  make  her  the  most  glorious  queen  in 
‘ Europe. 

u Where  will  this  end,  my  lord  ? Is  not  her 
majesty  in  danger  by  such  a method  ? Is  not 
the  monarchy  in  danger  ? Is  not  the  nation's 
peace  and  tranquillity  in  danger?  Will  a 
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change  of  parties  make  the  nation  more  bsppy  ’ 
No,  my  lord,  the  seed  is  sown,  that  is  like  \s 
afford  us  a perpetual  increase  ; it's  not  u 
annual  herb,  it  takes  deep  root,  it  seeds  ud 
breeds : and  if  not  timely  prevented  bjr  kr 
majesty's  royal  endeavours,  will  split  tbe  wtak 
island  m two. 

« My  lord,  I think,  considering  oor  preset 
circumstances  at  this  time,  the  Almighty  Goa 
has  reserved  this  great  work  for  os 
may  bruise  this  hydra  of  division,  sndrrwi 
this  cockatrice’s  egg.  Our  neighbours  is  E*p 
land,  are  not  yet  fitted  for  any  such 
they  are  not  under  the  afflicting  hand  offW 
dence,  as  we  are  ; their  circumstances 
great  and  glorious,  their  treaties  are  ptwkrtr 
managed,  both  at  home  and  abroxd,  the* £*• 
nerals  brave  and  valorous,  their  armies  ssfr 
cessful  and  victorious,  their  trophies  sad  n> 
rels  memorable  and  surprising;  their eoeLti 
subdued  and  routed,  their  strong  bokh  t* 
sieged  and  taken,  sieges  relieved,  manias 
killed  and  taken  prisoners,  province!  and  fo? 
doms  are  the  results  of  their  victories;  ibtf 
royal  navy  is  the  terror  of  Europe,  their  aaa 
and  commerce  extended  through  the  turner*, 
encircling  the  whole  habitable  world,  and  ny 
dering  their  own  capital  city  the  eroponuc  • 
the  whole  inhabitants  of  the  earth:  and  wb* 
is  yet  more  than  all  these  things ; ibe  sd*- 
jects  freely  bestowing  their  treasare  upa  lb 
sovereign  : and  above  all,  these  vast  riches,5* 
sinews  of  war,  and  without  which  til  the  ft 
rious  success  had  proved  abortive,  theenn- 
sures  are  man  aged  with  such  faithfulne*  ri 
nicety,  tlmt  they  answer  seasonably  all  tiff 
demands,  though  at  never  so  great  a disuscr 
Upon  these  considerations,  my  lord,  ho*  bre 
and  difficult  a thing  will  it  prove,  to  per*# 
our  neighbours  to  a self-denying  bill. 

44  Tis  quite  otherwise  with  us,  my  kri  * 
are  an  obscure,  poor  people,  though  fanner? : 
better  account,  removed  to  a remote  enrse* 

the  world,  without  name,  and  without  aHitw 

our  posts  mean  and  precarious;  so  tbit  I p 
fess  1 don’t  think  any  one  post  in  the 
worth  the  briguiug  after,  save  that  of 
commissioner  to  a long  session  of  a btO& 
Scots  parliament,  with  an  antedated  cost > 
sion  i and  that  yet  renders  tbe  rest  of  the 
nisters  more  miserable.  What  hinders  tariff, 
my  lord,  to  lay  aside  our  divirion*,  to  a* 
cordially  and  heartily  together  in  oor  presr* 
circumstances,  when  our  all  is  at  stake? 
nibal,  my  lord,  is  at  our  gates,  llanci* 
is  come  within  our  gntes,  Hannibal  s c®* 
the  length  of  this  table,  he  is  at  tbe  fnt 
of  this  throne,  he  will  demolish  this  thrjrx . 
if  we  take  not  notice,  lie'll  sene  up«t  A® 
Regalia,  he’ll  take  them  as  our  spoil*  op* 
and  whip  us  out  of  this  house,  never  to  rets* 
again. 

“ For  the  love  of  God  then,  mj  lord,  forth* 
safety  and  welfare  of  our  ancient  knjto** 
whose  sad  circumstances,  I hope,  «e  iWI* 
convert  into  prosperity  and  happiness!  * 
want  no  means,  if  we  unite ; God  blessed  t* 
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>eace-makers;  we  want  neither  men,  nor  suffi- 
ciency of  all  manner  of  things  necessary,  to 
nake  a nation  happy ; all  depends  upon  ma- 
nagement, ‘ Concordia  res  parvae  crescunt.'  I 
ear  not  these  articles,  though  tliey  were  ten 
lines  worse  than  they  are,  if  we  once  cordially 
orgive  one  another,  and  that,  according  to  our 
►rorerb,  Bygones  be  Bygones,  and  fair  play  for 
ime  to  come.  For  my  part,  in  the  sight  of 
iod,  and  in  the  presence  of  this  honourable 
louse,  I heartily  forgive  every  man,  and  beg, 
hat  they  may  Jo  the  same  to  me ; and  I do 
aost  humbly  propose,  that  his  grace  my  lord 
ommissioner  may  appoint  an  agape,  may  or- 
ler  a love-feast  for  this  honourable  house,  that 
re  may  lay  aside  all  self-designs,  and,  after  our 
asts  and  humiliations,  may  have  a day  of  re- 
ccing and  thankfulness,  may  eat  our  meat 
rith  gladness,  and  our  bread  with  a merry 
ieart;  then  shall  we  sit  each  man  under  his 
wr»  fig-tree,  and  the  voice  of  the  turtle  shall 
»e  heard  in  our  land,  a bird  famous  for  cou- 
tancy  and  fidelity. 

u My  lord,  I shall  make  a pause  here,  and 
top  going  on  farther  in  my  discourse,  till  I see 
urther,  if  his  grace,  my  lord  commissioner,  re- 
vive any  humble  proposals  for  removing  mis- 
mderstaudings  among  us,  and  putting  an  end 
o our  fatal  divisions  : upon  honour,  I have  no 
>ther  design,  and  I am  coutent  to  beg  the  fa- 
rour  upon  my  bended  knees.” 

(No  answer.) 

“ My  lord  chancellor,  I am  sorry  that  I must 
mrsae  the  thread  of  my  sad  and  melancholy 
tory:  what  remains,  I am  afraid  may  prove  as 
ifiQicting  as  what  I have  said  ; I shall  therefore 
•onsider  the  motives  which  have  engaged  the 
wo  nations  to  enter  upon  a Treaty  of  Union 
it  this  time.  In  general,  my  lord,  I think  both 
>f  them  had  in  their  view  to  better  themselves 
>y  the  Treaty ; but,  before  I enter  upon  the 
particular  motives  of  each  nation,  I must  in- 
orm  this  honourable  house,  that,  since  I can 
einember,  the  two  nations  have  altered  their 
*ntimems  upon  that  affair,  even  almost  to 
town-right  contradiction,  they  have  changed 
scad- bands,  as  we  say ; for  England,  till  of  late, 
never  thought  it  worth  their  pains  of  treating 
with  us;  the  good  bargain  they  made  at  the 
oeginniug  they  resolve  to  keep,  and  that  which 
we  call  an  incorporating  Union,  was  not  so 
much  as  in  their  thoughts.  The  first  notice 
they  seemed  to  take  of  u«,  was  in  our  affair  of 
Caledonia,  when  they  had  most  effectually 
broke  off  that  design,  in  a manner  very  well 
known  to  the  world,  and  unnecessary  to  be  re- 
peated here ; they  kept  themselves  nuiet  dur- 
ing the  time  of  our  complaints  upon  that  head. 
In  which  time  our  sovereign,  to  satisfy  the  na- 
bon  and  allay  their  heats,  did  condescend  to 
pve  us  some  good  laws,  and  amongst  others  that 
°>  personal  liberties;  but  England  having  declar- 
ed their  succession,  and  extended  their  entail, 
**thont  ever  taking  notice  of  us,  our  gracious 
*0T*r«gft  queen  Anne,  was  graciously  pleased  to 
E'*«the  royal  assent  to  our  act  of  Security,  to 
°f  peace  and  war  after  the  decease  of  her 
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majesty,  and  the  heirs  of  her  body,  and  fo  give 
us  a hedge  to  all  our  sacred  and  civil  interests* 
by  declaring  it  high  treason  to  endeavour  the 
alteration  of  them,  as  they  were  then  esta- 
blished. Thereupon  did  follow  the  threatening 
and  minatory  laws  against  us  by  the  parlia- 
ment of  England^  and  the  unjust  and  unequal 
character  oi  what  her  majesty  had  so  gracious- 
ly condescended  to  m our  favours.  Now,  my 
lord,  whether  the  desire  they  had  to  have  us 
engaged  in  the  same  succession  with  them  ; of 
whether  they  found  us,  like  a free  and  inde- 
pendent people,  breathing  after  more  liberty 
than  what  formerly  was  looked  after;  or  whe- 
ther they  were  afraid  of  our  Act  of  Security,  in 
case  of  her  majesty’s  decease:  which  of  all 
these  motives  has  induced  them  to  a treaty,  l 
leave  it  to  themselves.  This  l must  say  only, 
they  have  made  a good  bargain  this  time  also. 

“ For  the  particular  motives  that  induced  us. 

I think  they  are  obvious  to  be  known  : we 
found,  by  sad  experience,  that  every  man  hath 
advanced  in  power  and  riches,  as*  they  have 
done  in  trade;  and  at  the  same  time  consider- 
ing, that  no  where  through  the  world,  slaves  are 
found  to  be  rich,  though  they  should  be  adorn* 
ed  with  chains  of  gold ; we  thereupon  changed 
our  notion  of  an  incorporating  Union,  to  that 
of  a federal  one;  and,  being  resolved  to  take 
this  opportunity  to  make  demands  upon  them, 
before  we  enter  into  the  succession,  we  were 
content  to  empower  her  majesty  to  authorize 
and  appoint  commissioners  to  treat  with 
the  commissioners  of  England,  with  as  am- 
ple powers  as  the  lords  commissioners  from 
England  had  from  their  constituents,  that  we 
might  not  appear  to  have  less  confidence  in 
her  majesty,  nor  more  narrow-heartedness  in 
our  act,  than  oui^neighbours  of  England  : and 
thereupon  last  parliament,  alter  her  majesty’* 
gracious  letter  was  read,  desiring  us  to  declare 
the  succession  in  the  first  place,  and  afterwards 
to  appoint  commissioners  to  treat,  we  found 
it  necessary  to  renew  our  former  resolve,  which 
I shall  read  to  this  honourable  house: 

Resolve  presented  by  the  duke  of  Hamilton 
last  session  of  parliament. 

1 That  this  parliament  will  not  proceed  to 

* the  nomination  of  a successor,  till  we  have 

* bad  a previous  Treaty  with  England,  in  rela- 

* tion  to  our  commerce,  and  other  concerns 

* with  that  nation.  And  further  it  is  resolved, 

‘ that  this  parliament  will  proceed  to  make 
‘ such  limitations  and  conditions  of  government, 

* for  the  rectification  of  our  constitution,  as 
1 may  secure  the  liberty,  religion,  and  inde- 

* pendency  of  this  kingdom,  before  they  pr®- 
‘ ceed  to  the  said  nomination.’ 

“ Now,  my  lord,  the  last  session  of  parlia- 
ment having,  before  they  would  enter  into  any 
Treaty  with  England,  by  a vote  of  the  house 
passed  both  an  act  lor  limitations,  and  ah  act 
for  rectification  of  our  constitution,  what  mor- 
tal man  has  reason  to  doubt  the  design  of  this 
Treaty  was  only  federal  ? 

u My  lord  chancellor,  It  remain*  now,  that 
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we  consider  the  behaviour  of  the  lords  commis- 
sioners at  the  opening  of  this  Treaty  : And, 
before  I enter  upon  that,  allow  uie  to  male 
this  meditation  : that,  if  our  posterity,  after  we 
are  all  dead  and  gone,  shall  hud  themselves 
under  an  ill-made  bargain,  and  shall  have  re- 
course unto  our  records,  and  see  who  have 
been  the  managers  of  that  Treaty,  by  which 
they  have  suffered  so  much:  When  they  read 

the  nanus,  they  will  certainly  conclude,  and 
say,  Ah!  our  nation  has  been  reduced  to  the 
last  extremity,  at  the  time  of  this  Treaty  ; all 
our  great  chieftains,  ail  our  great  peers  and 
considerable  men,  who  used  formerly  to  defend 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  nation,  have  been 
nil  killed  and  dead  in  the  bed  of  honoor,  before 
ever  the  nation  was  necessitate  to  condescend 
to  such  mean  and  contemptible  terms : Where 
arc  the  names  of  the  chief  men,  of  the  noble 
families  of  Stuarts,  liamiltons,  Grahams, 
Camphels,  Gordons,  Johnstons,  Humes,  Mur- 
rays, Kers,  &c.  ? Where  are  the  two  great 
officers  of  the  crow  n,  the  constables  and  mar- 
shals of  Scotland  ? They  have  certainly  all 
been  extinguished,  and  now  we  are  slaves  for 
ever. 

u Whereas  the  English  records  will  make 
their  posterity  reverence  the  memory  of  the 
honourable  names,  who  have  brought  under 
their  fierce,  warlike  and  troublesome  neigh- 
bours, who  had  struggled  so  long  for  indepen- 
dency, shed  the  best  blood  of  their  nation,  and 
reduced  a consideratde  part  of  their  country, 
to  become  waste  and  desol.ite. 

“ I am  informed,  my  lord,  that  our  commis- 
sioners did  indeed  Iraukly  tell  the  lords-com- 
inissioners  for  England,  that  the  inclinations 
of  the  people  of  Scotland  were  much  altered 
oi  late,  in  relation  to  an  incorporating  Union  ; 
and  that  therefore,  since  the  email  was  to  end 
witli  her  majesty’s  life  (whom  God  long  pre- 
serve) it  was  proper  to  begin  the  Treaty  upon 
the  foot  of  the  Treaty  of  1601  year  of  God; 
the  time  when  «e  came  first  under  one  sove- 
reign : But  this  the  English  commissioners 

would  not  agree  to ; and  our  commissioners, 
that  they  might  not  seem  obstinate,  were  wil- 
ling to  treat  and  conclude  in  the  terms  laid 
before  this  honourable  house,  and  subjected 
to  their  deteiminntion. 

“ If  the  lords-commissioners  for  England 
had  been  as  civil  and  complaisant,  they  should 
certainly  have  finished  a federal  Treaty  like- 
wise, that  both  nations  might  have  the  choice, 
which  of  them  to  have  gone  into,  as  they 
thought  fit ; hut  they  would  hear  of  nothing 
but  an  entire  uud  compleat  Union,  a name 
which  comprehends  an  Unioo,  either  by  in- 
corporation, surrender,  or  conquest;  whereas 
our  commissioners  thought  of  nothing  but  a 
lair,  equal,  incorporating  Union.  Whether 
this  be  so,  or  no,  I leave  it  to  every  man's 
judgment ; but  as  for  myself,  I must  bt  g liberty 
to  think  no  such  tiling  : lor  1 take  on  incor- 
porating Union  to  he,  where  there  is  a change 
both  in  the  material  and  formal  points  of  go- 
vernment, as  if  two  pieces  of  metal  were  melted 
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down  into  one  mass,  it  can  neither  be  ud  le 
retain  its  former  form  or  substance  as  it  cm  be- 
fore the  mixture.  But  now,  when  I G&afcr 
this  Treaty,  as  it  hath  bceu  explained  we 
spoke  to,  before  us  this  three  weeks  by  pt,  I 
see  the  English  constitution  remaining  Bra, 
the  same  two  houses  of  parliament,  the  s®? 
taxes,  the  same  customs,  the  Mine  excaes, tte 
same  trading  companies,  the  same  nuuuapai 
laws  and  courts  of  judicature;  and  all  can 
either  subject  to  regulations  or  uraihilaUM, 
only  we  have  the  houour  to  pay  tbeuoldflebu, 
aud  to  have  some  few  persons  preheat,  » 
witnesses  to  the  validity  of  the  deed,  vfaa 
they  are  pleased  to  contract  more. 

u Good  God  ! W hat,  is  this  an  enure  «• 
render ! 

11  My  lord,  I find  my  heart  so  full  of  pe 
and  indignation,  that  I must  teg  pardon  l-_: 
to  finish  the  hist  part  of  my  discourse,  that  l 
may  drop  a tear,  as  the  prelude  to  so  mi » 
story.  • 

After  having  sat  down,  and  some  d»c<En» 
by  oilier  members  intervening,  lit  ua- 
tinued  his  discourse  thus: 

u My  lord  chancellor ; What  I am  no*  c 
say,  relates  to  the  method  of  proceedat  c 
this  weighty  affair : I hear  it  proposed  by  s 
noble  member  of  the  other  side,  that  we  sw&- 
pruceed  in  the  same  order  as  the  lords  oow 
missioned- treaters  did.  In  my  liuaiUe  op* 
ninn,  my  lord,  it  is  neither  the  natural  tuei.W, 
nor  can  it  be  done  without  great  conluswo  a* 
repetition.  To  say,  you'll  agree  to  the  Cm 
of  the  two  kingdoms,  before  y»u  agree  io  & 
terms  upon  which  they  are  to  be  united,  sw® 
like  driv  ing  the  plough  before  the  oxen.  Ik 
articles,  which  narrate  the  condition  seem  » 
be  the  premises  upon  which  the  condos**  » 
inferred;  and,  according  as  they  are  fcwc 
good  or  bad,  the  success  will  follow.  Wht»* 
man  is  married  to  a fortune  in  England,  n 
they  call  it,  I suppose  he  is  satisfied  with  w 
thing  before  he  determines  himself  to  onrni 
and  the  proposal  I have  beard  of  agreetnf  * 
the  first  article,  with  a proviso,  That  ifd* 
rest  of  the  articles  shall  lie  found 
and  no  o«herwise,  is  of  a piece  with  tbe  rest, 
aud  looks  like  bea'ing  the  air,  and  no  *>?* 
consistent  with  fair  and  square  dealing*-  l- 
sides,  my  lord,  if  we  were  to  go  upon  tku* 
article  ; are  not  all  the  rest  of  die  amd«,  k* 
sides  many  others  n<*t  contained  in  tbe  arkc-Ci 
valid  arguments  either  pro  or  c*> a. 
concluding  or  not  concluding  the  firct  artsor 
And  no  vote  in  this  house  can  hinder  a»“ 
from  making  use  of  what  argum*  ots  be  tb  ^ 
fit.  Moreover,  the  searching  the  records. 
the  revising  the  statute-books,  comparing 
b<»ok  of  rates,  customs,  excise,  taxes  o(  b-*- 
nations  one  with  another,  must  all  be  prewar 
ly  considered  eie  we  determine  oone***a 
• •ne  single  article  ; add  to  this  that  tbe 
bitory  clause  with  relation  to  the  trade  of  b*5 
nations,  must  he  adjusted,  lest  bkt^op*®*' 
we  lose  the  old,  in  grasping  at  the  ne»-  ** 
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ate  of  the  English  companies  must  also  be 
tposed,  how  far  we  shall  have  liberty  into 
lem,  and  what  advantage  we  mav  propose  to 
urselves,  by  trading  to  these  places  where 
ley  are  secured ; and  above  all,  my  lord,  the 
icunty  of  our  national  church,  and  all  that's 
ear  unto  us,  must  be  previously  established  to 
s,  if  practicable,  before  we  conclude  the  first 
rticle. 

44  Therefore,  my  lord,  though  my  particular 
pinion  be,  though  we  had  a cart-blauch  from 
.nglaud ; yet  the  delivering  up  of  oursove- 
eiguty,  gives  back  with  one  hand,  what  we 
eceive  with  die  other,  and  that  there  can  be 

0 security  without  the  guarantee  of  a distinct 
idependency  betw  ixt  the  parties  treating : 
et,  uiy  lord,  for  further  satisfaction  to  this 
ouourable  house,  that  every  member  may 
illy  satisfy  himself,  I humbly  propose,  that, 
assing  by  the  first  three  articles,  which  appear 
) be  much  of  a piece,  we  begin  the  fourth 
rticle  of  the  treaty  ; and  if  I he  seconded  in 
ns,  1 desiie  it  may  be  put  to  the  question.” 

This  speech,  the  reader  may  see,  was  point- 
'd directly  against  the  Union  ; and  in  the  first 
•art  of  it  argues  against  the  whole,  in  the  last 
gainst  the  parts ; but  concludes  to  move 
gainst  the  immediate  proceedings. — The  first 
pcech  was  from  n persou  no  Jess  capable  in 
he  matter  of  the  Treaty,  and  that  had  been  a 
ommissioner  in  the  Treaty  at  London ; the 
peeches  are  directly  opposite,  and  are  left  thus 
ipon  record  to  argue  against  one  another. 

The  time  had  been  token  up  with  their 
engtii,  and  die  house,  as  well  as  the  nation, 
vas,  at  this  time,  in  an  unusual  ferment,  so 
lot  many  replies  were  made.  Mr.  Seton,  who 
nade  the  fb-t  -pcech,  stood  up  to  answer  the, 
ord  Bel  haven:  but,  as  he  had  already  spoken, 
he  orders  of  the  House,  viz.  “ That  the  same 
neinber  could  not  speak  twice  in  the  same 
muse,”  were  urged  against  his  speaking,  and 
he  earl  of  Marcbmont  standing  up  to  speak 
t the  same  time,  the  lord  chancellor  gave 
dace  to  him ; who  indeed  made  a very  short 
etuni  to  so  long  a speech,  and  which  answer 
occasioned  some  laughter  in  the  house : The 
arl  of  Marchmont’s  speech  was  to  this  pur- 
io>e,  viz.  '*  He  had  heard  a long  speech,  and 

1 very  terrible  one,  but  lie  was  of  opinion,  it 
equired  a short  answer,  w hich  he  gave  in  these 
vords,  “ Behold  he  dreamed,  but  lo  ! when 
le  awoke,  he  found  it  was  a dream."  This 
m>wer,  some  said,  was  as  satisfactory  to  the 
nembers,  who  understood  the  design  of  that 
peech,  as  if  it  had  been  answered  vision  by 
uion.  After  these  two  speeches,  several 
i. embers  spoke  pro  nnd  con  ; hut  the  debate, 
n close  of  the  day,  turned  so  warm,  that,  at 
he  desire  of  the  House,  it  w as  adjourned  to 
lie  next  sederunt.” 

Resolve  of  the  Marauis  of  Annandale.] 
Vov,  4.  The  first  Article  of  the  Union  whs 
igain  read,  and  after  some  further  debate 
ipon  it,  a Resolve  was  offered,  aud  given  in  to 


the  house  by  the  marquis  of  Annandale,  as 
follows : , 

44  Whereas  it  evidently  appears,  since  the 
printing,  publishing,  and  considering  of  the 
articles  of  the  Treaty  now  before  this  House, 
tills  nation  seems  generally  averse  to  this  in- 
corporating Union,  in  the  terms  now  before 
us,  as  subversive  of  the  sovereignty,  fundamen- 
tal constitution,  and  claim  of  right  of  tins 
kingdom,  as  now  by  law  established. — And 
seeing  it  is  too  evident,  that  if  any  Union  were 
agreed  to  in  these  terms  by  this  parliament, 
and  accepted  of  in  the  parliament  of  England, 
it  would  in  no  sort  answer  the  peaceable  and 
friendly  ends  proposed  by  an  Union,  but 
would,  on  the  contrary,  create  such  dismal  dis- 
tractions and  animosities  amongst  ourselves, 
and  such  jealousies  and  mistakes  betwixt  us 
and  our  neighbours,  us  would  involve  these 
nations  in  fatal  breaches  and  confusions. — 
Therefore  resolved,  4 That  we  are  willing  to 
4 enter  into  such  an  Union  with  our  neighbours 
4 of  England,  as1  shall  unite  us  entirely,  and 
4 after  the  most  strict  manner,  in  all  their  and 
4 our  interests  or  successions,  wars,  alliances, 
4 and  trade,  reserving  to  us  the  sovereignty  and 
4 independency  of  the  crown  aud  monarchy, 
4 aud  the  ancient  privileges  and  immunities  of 
4 the  kingdom,  and  the  constitution  aud  frame 
4 of  the  government  botii  of  church  and  state, 

4 as  they  stand  now,  established  by  our  fuuda- 
4 mental  constitution,  by  our  Claim  of  Right, 
4 and  by  the  laws  following  thereupon.  Or, 

4 resolved,  that  we  will  proceed  to  settle  the 
4 same  successions  with  England,  upon  such 
4 conditions  and  regulations  of  government 
4 within  ourselves,  as  shall  effectually  secure 
4 the  sovereignty  and  independency  of  this 
4 crown  and  kingdom,  and  the  indissolvable  so- 
4 ciety  of  the  same,  with  the  fundamental 
4 rights  aud  constitutions  of  the  government 
4 both  of  our  church  and  state,  as  the  same 
4 stands  established  by  the  Claim  of  Ri^ht, 

4 and  other  laws  and  statutes  of  this  king- 
4 dom.’ 

Duke  of  Athol’s  Protestation  against  the 
Union.]  Which  being  read  and  debated,  the 
vote  was  stated,  appiove  of  the  first  article  of 
Union  nr  not:  but  before  the  vote,  the  Duke 
of  Athol  gave  the  follow  ing  protestation  : 

44  I John  duke  of  Athol,  protest  for  myself, 
and  all  others,  who  shall  adhere  to  tlus  my 
protestation,  that  an  incorporating  Uuion  of 
the  crown  of  Scotland  with  the  crown  of 
England,  and  that  both  nations  should  he 
represented  by  one  and  the  same  parlia- 
ment, as  contained  in  the  articles  of  the 
t reaty  of  Union,  is  contrary  to  the  honour,  in- 
terest, fundamental  laws  and  constitution  of 
this  kingdom,  the  birth-right  of  the  peers,  the 
rights  aud  privileges  of  the  barons  aud  bo- 
roughs, and  act  130  pari.  8 J.  6,  by  which 
it  is  ordained,  that  uone  of  the  lieges  pre- 
sume or  take  upon  them,  to  impugn  the  dig- 
nity and  authority  of  the  three  estates  of  par- 
liament, or  to  seek  or  procure  the  innovation 
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or  diminution  of  the  power  and  authority  of 
the  said  three  estates  under  the  pain  of  trea- 
son : and  is  contrary  to  the  Claim  of  Right, 
property,  and  liberty  of  the  subjects;  and  the 
third  act  of  her  majesty’s  parliament  1703, 
by  which  it  is  declared  high-treason.in  any  of 
the  subjects  of  this  kingdom,  to  quarrel  or 
impugn,  or  endeavour  by  writing,  malicious  and 
adrised  speaking,  or  other  open  act  or  deed, 
to  alter  or  innovate  the  Claim  of  Right,  or  any 
Article  thereof ; and  therefore  do  desire,  that 
this  toy  protestation  be  marked  in  the  records 
of  parliament." 

Ftnt  Article  of  the  Union  approved.']  The. 
same  day,  a note  was  stated  in  these  terms, 

41  Approve  of  the  first  Article  of  the  Union,  in 
the  terms  of  the  motion  mentioned  in  the  pre- 
ceding day's  minutes,  viz.  that  if  the  other 
Articles  of  Union  be  not  adjusted  by  the  par- 
liament then  the  agreeing  to,  and  approving 
of  the  first,  shall  be  of  no  effect ; and  that  im- 
mediately after  the  said  first  Article,  the  par- 
liament, will  proceed  to  an  act  for  the  security 
of  the  doctrine,  discipline,  worship  and  govern- 
ment of  the  church,  ns  by  law  established 
within  this  kingdom  and  it  was  carried,  ap- 
prove in  the  terms  of  the  above  motion. 

Bill  for  the  Security  of  the  Scotch  Church.] 
The  act  for  the  Security  of  the  Church,  which 
was  under  consideration  of  the  parliament  on 
the9th,  ran  thus: 

“ Our  sovereign  lady  and  the  estates  of  par- 
liament considering,  that  by  the  late  act  of 

Earliament,  for  a Treaty  with  England  for  an 
Iniou  of  both  kingdoms,  it  is  provided  that  the 
commissioners  for  that  Treaty  should  not  treat  | 
nf,  or  concerning  any  alteration  of  the  worship, 
discipline  and  government  of  the  Church  of 
this  kingdom,  as  now  by  law  established ; 
which  Treaty  being  now  reported  to  the  par- 
liament, and  it  being  reasonnlile  and  necessary 
that  the  true  Protestant  religion,  as  presently- 
professed  within  this  kingdom,  with  the  wor- 
ship, discipline  and  government  of  the  Church, 
should  be  effectually  and  unalterably  secured  ; 
therefore  her  majesty,  with  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  said  estates  of  parliament,  doth 
hereby  establish  and  confirm  the  said  true  Pro- 
testant religion,  and  the  worship,  discipline 
and  government  of  this  Church,  to  continue 
without  any  alteration  to  the  people  of  this 
land,  in  all  succeding  generations : and  more 
especially  her  majesty,  with  advice  and  con- 
sent aforesaid,  ratifies,  approves,  and  for  ever 
confirms  the  5th  act  of  the  1st  pari.  W.  and 
M.  entitled,  An  act  for  ratifying  and  confirm- 
ing the  confession  of  faith,  and  settling  Pres- 
byterian Church  government,  with  the  hail 
other  acts  of  parliament  relating  thereto,  in 
prosecution  of  the  Declaration  of  the  Estates  of 
this  kingdom,  containing  the  Claim  of  Right, 
bearing  date  the  lltli  of  April,  1689.  And 
Iter  Majesty,  with  advice  tuid  consent  afore- 
said, expressly  provides  and  declares,  that  the 
foresaid  true  Protestant  religion,  contained  in 
the  above-mentioned  confession  of  faith,  with 
the  form  and  purity  of  worship  presently  in  use 
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within  this  church,  and  its  Presbyterian  Cbat- 
government  and  discipline,  that  is  to  say,  file 
government  of  the  Church  by  Kirk-sew»fv 
Presbyteries,  provincial  synods,  and  geoer 
assemblies,  all  establislied  by  the  foresaw  «ts 
of  parliament,  pursuant  to  the  Claim  of  Rigi:. 
shall  remain  and  continue  unalterable; 
that  tbe  said  Presbyterian  government  shall 
llie  only  government  of  tbe  Church  witara  thr 
kingdom  ofScotiand. 

“ And  further,  for  the  great  security  of  the 
foresaid  Protestant  religion,  and  of  the  went: 
discipline  and  governmentofiheChureh  as  slew 
established,  her  majesty,  with  advice  and  ab- 
sent foresaid,  statutes  and  ordains,  that,  » i 
time  coming,  no  professors,  principals,  regw 
masters,  or  others  bearing  office  in  any  di- 
versity, college,  or  school  within  this  kingfev, 
be  capable,  or  be  admitted  or  allowed  to  caa- 
tinue  in  the  exercise  of  the  said  functions,  ks 
such  as  shall  own  and  acknowledge  tbe  chi 
government,  in  manner  prescribed  by  the  its 
of  parliamen  t.  As  also,  that  lie  fore,  or  at  toe- 
admissions,  they  do,  and  shall  aeknowleUf’ 
and  profess,  and  shall  subscribe  to  the  furrs.*  \ 
confession  of  faith,  as  the  confession  of  tbe  . 
faith,  and  that  they  will  practise  and  eoofsr: 
themselves  to  tlie  worship  presently  in  nsc 
this  Clinrch,  and  submit  themselves  to  tbr 
government  and  discipline  thereof,  and  nerr 
endeavour,  directly  or  indiiectly,  the  prejnffic 
or  subversion  of  the  same,  and  that  before  the 
respective  Presbyters  of  their  hounds,  by  wire 
soever  gift,  presentation  or  provisiuD,  they  nsf 
be  thereto  provided. 

“ And  further,  her  majesty,  with  adnn 
aforesaid,  expressly  declares  and  statutes,  tta 
none  of  the  subjects  of  this  kingdom  stall  b 
liable  to,  but  all  and  every  ooe  ol  them  Ibrcw 
free  of  any  oath,  test,  or  subscription  witla 
this  kingdom,  contrary  to,  or  inconsistent  via 
tbe  foresaid  true  Protestant  Religion,  w 
Presbyterian  Church  government,  worship  toe 
discipline  as  above  established,  and  that  tb 
same,  within  tbe  bounds  uf  this  Church  in 
kingdom,  shall  never  be  imposed  upon,  or  re- 
quired of  them  in  any  sort.  And  lastly,  tic  j 
after  the  decease  of  her  present  majesty  (wh* 
God  long  preserve)  the  sovereign  succs-t-nt  ; ’ 
her  in  the  royal  government  of  this  kingdom, 
shall  in  all  time  coming,  at  his  or  her  access-: 
to  the  crown,  swear  and  subscribe,  that  they 
shall  maintain  and  preserve  the  foresaid  settie- 
ment  of  the  true  Protestant  religion,  with  lb 
government,  worship  and  discipline  of  ik* 
Church  as  above  established,  inviolably.  Ail 
it  is  hereby  staluted  and  ordained,  tbit  the 
act  of  parliament,  with  the  establish^ 
therein  contained,  shall  be  held  and  otnei-roi 
in  all  time  coming,  as  a fundamental  wire 
sential  condition  of  any  Treaty,  or  l ess  t- 
be  concluded  betwixt  the  two  kingdoms,  witb- 
outany  alteration  thereof,  or  derogation  them 
in  nny  sort  Ibrever.  As  also,  that  this  *0  14 
parliament,  and  settlement  therein  contains! 
shall  be  inserted  and  repeated,  in  any  tet » 
parliament  that  shall  pass  lur  agreeing  ancon- 
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lading  the  foresnid  Treaty,  or  Union  betwixt 
jetwo  kingdoms,  and  that  the  same  shall  be 
lerein  expressly  declared,  to  be  a fundamen- 
»1  and  essential  condition  of  the  said  Treaty  or 
Inion  in  all  time  coming.” 

Further  consideration  <f  the  Act  for  the  Se- 
trity  of  the  Kirk.]  Nov.  12.  The  parlia- 
lent  proceeded  to  the  further  consideration  of 
be  Act  for  Security  of  the  Kirk,  6cc.  within 
riat  kingdom : and  the  fourth  clause  thereof 
eing  again  read,  it  was  moved,  that  a clause 
bould  be  added  in  these  terms  : * and  that  they 
bull  be  capable  of  any  office,  civil  or  military, 
nd  to  receive  any  grant  or  gift,  and  to  have 
ommanri,  or  place  of  trust,  from,  and  under 
be  sovereign,  within  anv  part  of  Great  Bri- 
»in.’  And  after  debate  thereon,  it  was  put  to 
be  vote,  add  or  not;  aud  it  was  carried  not, 
nd  the  clause,  as  it  stood,  agreed  to.  And 
hen  the  third  clause  of  the  act  was  read  ; and 
•eing  amended,  was  agreed  to.  VV hereupon 
he  whole  act  was  again  rend,  as  also  the  re- 
iresentation  of  the  commission  of  the  general 
an*inbly  ; and  a vote  stated,  approve  of  the 
Let  or  not ; but  before  voting,  the  lord  Belha- 
en  gate  in  a protestation  in  these  terms; 
That  he  did  protest  in  his  own,  and  in  name 
> f oil  them  that  should  adhere  to  him,  that 
his  act  was  no  valid  security  to  the  church,  in 
Oise  of  an  incorporating  Union ; and  that  the 
church  could  have  no  real  and  solid  security  by 
iny  manner  of  Union,  by  which  the  Claim  of 
[tight  is  unhinged,  our  parliament  incorporated, 
md  our  distinct  sovereignty  and  independency 
entirely  abolished which  being  read,  lie 
ook  instruments  thereon,  and  adhered  there- 
into. 

Then  the  vote  was  put,  Approve  or  not,  and 
t was  carried  Approve:  and  it  was  carried  on 
:he  14th,  that  the  second  Article  of  the  Union 
thou  Id  have  the  preference,  and  be  considered 
before  any  of  those  relating  to  trade,  taxes, 
kc.  But  notice  should  have  been  taken  be- 
ure,  that  when  on  the  12th  the  clause  was 
jffered  by  my  Lord  Belhaven,  for  exempting 
Scots  men  from  the  sacramental  test  through 
*11  the  dominions  of  Britain,  those  who  were 
Against  the  clause  said  it  was  a thing  out  of 
their  power,  and  not  reasonable  to  suppose 
that  England  would  grant.  To  which  it  was 
replied  by  those  of  the  other  side,  that  the  de- 
sign of  an  Union  was  equality  ; .but  this  was 
the  greatest  inequality  imaginable ; for  the 
English  were  free  to  possess  places  in  Scotland 
without  any  such  imposition,  but  they  were 
excluded  from  places  in  England  without 
taking  the  said  Test;  and  that  though  the  Eng- 
lish thought  the  Test  a good  security  for  their 
Church,  it  was  not  reasonable,  that  they  being 
a part  of  the  same  united  kingdom,  and  obliged 
to  maintain  the  Presbyterian  government  there, 
should  therefore  be  excluded  from  the  prince’s 
favour  in  any  part  of  the  united  kingdom. 
However,  the  clause  was  thrown  out  by  39 
^otes;  and  then  the  other  clauses  being  ad- 
justed, the  act  for  the  security  of  the  Church 
passed  by  a great  majority,  many  of  the  cava- 
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liers  not  thinking  themselves  concerned  to  vote 
in  the  matter.  The  duke  of  Hamilton,  the 
duke  of  Athol,  marquis  of  Annandale,  earls  of 
Errol,  Marischal,  Wigton,  and  others  adhered 
to  the  lord  Belhaven’s  protestation,  that  the 
act  was  no  sufficient  security  to  the  church. 

The  representation  of  the  commission  of 
the  general  assembly,  representing  the  increase 
of  popery,  profanity,  &c,  and  craving  the 
same  might  be  restrained,  and  that  the  suc- 
cession to  the  crown  might  be  established  in 
the  protestant  line,  was  read  and  remitted  to 
the  committee  for  calculating  the  equivalent, 
to  do  therein  as  they  found  iust. 

The  Second  Article  read.]  Then  the  second 
Article  was  again  read,  and  it  was  moved. 
That  die  parliament  should  proceed  to  settle 
the  Succession  upon  Regulations  and  Limita- 
tions, in  the  terms  of  the  resolve  mentioned  in 
the  minutes  the  4th  instant,  and  not  in  the 
terms  of  the  second  Article  of  the  Union. 
Moved  also  to  address  her  majesty,  and  to 
lay  before  her  the  condition  of  the  nation, 
and  the  aversion  in  many  persons  to  an 
incorporating  Union ; and  to  acquaint  her 
majesty  of  their  willingness  to  settle  the  Suc- 
cession in  the  protestant  line,  upon  limita- 
tions; and  in  order  thereunto,  that  some  recess 
he  granted.  And  after  some  debate  on 
those  motions,  a vote  was  proposed,  Ap- 
prove the  second  Article  of  Union  in  the 
terms  of  the  preliminary  motion,  or  not;  and 
after  some  further  debate,  there  was  a se- 
cond state  offered,  address  or  not.  Then  it 
was  put  to  the  vote,  whether  the  first  or  se- 
cond should  he  the  state  of  the  vote,  and  it 
carried  the  first. 

. But  it  being  moved,  that  some  further  rea- 
soning should  be  allowed  before  the  vote,  after 
some  debate  it  was  agreed,  that  the  English 
acts  of  parliament  in  the  second  article  of 
Union  lie  read,  and  that  immediately  after  a 
vote  should  be  stated,  proceed  to  call  the  vote, 
or  delay.  And  accordingly  the  said  English 
acts  of  parliament  were  read,  and  thereupon 
the  vote  was  stated,  proceed  to  call  the  vote 
for  approving  the  second  article,  or  delay,  and 
it  was  carried  proceed.  Then  the  vote  was 
put,  approve  the  second  article  in  the  terms  of 
the  preliminary  motion  yea  or  no. 

Earl  Marischal't  Protest  apainst  the  second 
Article  of  the  Union.]  But  before  voting,  the 
earl  Marischal  gave  m the  following  Protest, 
whereby  he  did  protest  for  himself,  and  all 
those  who  should  adhere  to  this  Protestation, 
u That  no  person  can  he  designed  a successor 
to  the  crown  of  this  realm,  after  the  decease  of 
her  majesty  (whom  God  long  preserve)  and 
failing  heirs  of  her  body,  who  is  successor  to 
the  crown  of  England,  unless  that  in  this  pre- 
sent session  of  parliament,  or  any  other  session 
of  this  or  any  ensuing  parliament,  during  her 
majesty's  reign,  there  be  such  conditions  of  go- 
vernment settled  and  enacted,  os  may  secure 
the  honour  and  sovereignty  of  this  crown  and 
kingdom,  the  freedom,  freqtir ncy  and  power  of 
parliament,  the  religion,  liberty  and  trade  of 
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the  nathtn,  from  English  or  any  foreign  influ- 
ence; winch  being  read,  he  took  instruments 
thereon.” 

The  Second  Article  carried .]  And  it  was 
agreed,  that  the  list  of  the  members  shall  he 
printed  as  they  vote,  Approve  or  not,  and  iliey 
who  adhere  to  the  Protect  should  be  marked. 
Then  the  vote  was  put,  ‘ Approve  or  not,'  and 
it  was  carried  Approve. 

Lord  Belhavcn's  Speech  thereon  ] Upon 
this  occasion,  the  lord  Belhaven  sp«)ke  thus  : 

u My  Lord  Chancellor;  Your  lordship  may 
remember  the  last  day,  when  we  had  under 
consideration,  whether  to  proceed  to  the  fourth 
or  second  article,  that  I did  witness  iny  con- 
cern and  resentment,  to  find  so  many  honoura- 
ble ntul  worthy  members  of  this  house  so  for- 
ward to  finish  the  demands  of  England  in  this 
Treaty,  without  taking  notice  of  anyone  article 
that  could  be  properly  said  to  relate  to  the  de- 
mands of  Scotland. — Now  that  we  are  entered 
upon  tfie  second  article,  I desire  to  be  resolved 
in  one  question : what  are  the  motives  that 
should  engage  us  to  take  England’s  succession 
upon  their  own  terms  ? is  it  not  strange  that  no 
answer  should  be  given  to  this  question,  save 
that,  when  you  come  to  consider  the  rest  of  the 
articles,  you  shall  be  satisfied  on  that  demand. 
This  is  a new  way  of  arguing,  my  lord ; a me- 
thod without  precedent,  ran  versing  nature,  and 
looks  more  like  design  that  fair  dealing.  I pro- 
fess I think  the  huge  and  prodigious  tains  that 
we  have  had  of  late,  have  either  drowned  out,  | 
or  found  out  another  channel  for  reasoning, 
than  wliat  was  formerly  : for  by  what  I con  see  | 
by  tliis  new  method,  the  agreeing  to  the  first 
article  shall  be  found  a sufficient  reason  why 
we  should  agree  to  the  second,  and  the  agree- 
ing to  the  second  for  the  third,  and  so  for  all. 
—If  there  was  ever  such  a farce  acted  ; if  ever 
reason  was  Hudibrased,  this  is  the  lime : con- 
sult all  the  treaties  since  the  beginning  of  the 
world  to  this  day,  and  if  you  can  find  any  one 
precedent,  I shall  yield  the  cause. — I shall  in- 
stance, my  lord,  one  for  all,  and  that  is,  the 
first  and  worst  treaty  that  ever  was  set  on  foot 
for  mankind;  and  yet,  I am  sorry  to  say  it, 
there  appears  more  ingenuity  in  it  than  in  our 
procedure.  When  the  serpent  did  deceive  our 
mother  Ere,  he  proposed  three  advantages  be- 
fore he  presumed  to  advise  her  to  eat  the  for- 
bidden fruit ; the  first  was  taken  from  tl>e  sight, 
the  second  from  the  taste,  and  the  third  from 
the  advantage  following  thereupon.  That  from 
the  sight  was  enforced  by  a ‘ Behold,  how  love- 
ly and  comely  a thing  it  is ! it  is  pleasant  to  the 
That  from  the  taste,  from  a persuasion 
that  it  was  good  for  nourishment;  * It  is  good 
for  food.’  That  from  the  advantage,  : It  will 
make  yon  wise,  ye  shall  be  ns  the  gods;  there- 
fore, upon  all  these  considerations,  eat.* — Al- 
low me,  niy  lord,  to  run  the  parallel  of  this 
with  relation  to  our  procedure  in  this  Treaty—— 
Upon  the  first  account  that  our  nation  had  of  the 
1 reaty’s  being  finished  betwixt  the  two  nations, 
people  appeared  all  generally  very  well  sutis- 
*red,  as  a tiling  that  would  tend  to  the  removal 


of  ail  jealousies,  and  tbe  sealing  a good  wale; 
standing  betwixt  tbe  two  kingdoms:  baur 
soon  as  the  articles  of  the  treat)  appeared  a 
print,  the  very  sight  of  them  made  sad  i 
change  ns  is  almost  inconceivable;  they 
so  far  from  being  pleasnut  to  tbe  eye,  my  kri, 
that  tbe  nation  appears  to  abhor  them.— Ott 
would  think,  my  lord,  that  it  had  been  the  in- 
terest of  those  who  are  satisfied  with  the  that, 
to  have  gone  immediately  into  the  menu  d 
these  particular  articles  winch  relate  to  $ rtf- 
land,  and  to  have  said,  Gentlemen,  be  not  d 
frighted  with  tbeir  ugly  shape,  tirey  are  1*5* 
than  they  are  bonny  ; come  taste,  too*, 
a narrow  search  and  inquiry  ; they  aregxunc 
Scotland ; the  wholeso.aest  food  that  * deay 
ing  nation  can  take  : you  shall  find  tbe  adju- 
tages, you  shall  fiud  a change  of  condition,  j* 
shall  become  rich  immediately;  you  shall  ^ 
like  the  English,  the  most  flourishing  ad  Ac 
richest  people  of  the  universe. — But  our  pro 
dure,  n»y  lord,  hath  been  very  tar  fwa  it 
prudence  of  the  serpent ; for  all  our  arpas* 
have  run  upon  this  b.unt  topic,  eat, 
down  this  incorporating  Union;  tlwyg"  •' 
please  neither  eye  nor  taste,  it  must  ga<-rc-. 
you  must  believe  your  physicians,  inn 
consider  the  reasons  for  it  afterwards  — I 
my  lord,  that  our  lo*s  be  not  in  **11* 
manner  proportionable  to  that  of  uur  km  p- 
rents;  they  thought  to  have  been  lorenHC-c 
with  the  gods : but  in  place  of  that,  they  af  | 
justly  expelled  paradise,  lost  iheir  smervf1  I 
over  the  creatures,  and  were  forced  to 
their  bread  with  the  sweat  of  their  brow*— L 
Lord  Chancellor,  1 have  heard  a pro, cml  1 
from  the  other  side  by  tbe  marquis of 'Am* 
dale  ; that,  in  place  of  agreeing  t«  this  sk*1 
article,  wherein  the  succession  is  to  bedeck 
as  a consequence  of  our  being  united  to  fct 
land  in  one  kingdom,  we  should  innards 
go  to  intail  our  crown  upon  the  illmcnas*  | 
mily  of  Hanover,  upon  such  coodkjaa**6*  *"  ( 
nutations  us  are  in  our  own  power  to 
the  security  of  our  sacred  and  civil  concert* 
think  this  is  the  import  of  what  his  ItfAky 
gave  in,  by  a resolve  formerly,  snd  » 
this  honourable  house,  that  lie  think?  b» 
consequentially  to  his  former  declared  p* 
pies,  and  that  this  is  now  the  only  «**** 
which  can  settle  and  secure  the  pest*  ” 
quiet  of  this  nation,  and  fix  a firm 
the  Protestant  interest,  and  a perfect  wft 
standing  betwixt  the  two  nations.—!  haf**^ 
heard  a discourse  by  his  grace  the  i'uk*li: 
miltou,  shewing,  that  ever  since 
the  honour  to  be  a member  of  this 
house,  he  had  made  it  his  business  to 
sovereign  and  his  nation  faith  folly 
without  any  by-ends,  by* views, or  irf 
clmt  before  the  athnr  of  the  success**  9i* 
bled  in  Scotland,  he  had  ende*' oared  » P] 
mote  the  interest  of  his  nation,  by 
and  by  ti»e  best  conns-.- Is  he  w*sctp*bfcnf  | 
for  rectifying  tin  gs  amiss,  end  sdy*,rar  ' 
solid  interest  of  his  country ; that  1 * 
fair  of  the  succession  came 
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»W  never  give  himself  the  liberty  to  believe, 
t that  previous  to  any  settlement,  we  ought 
have  had  such  condescensions  with  relation 
trade  and  commerce  from  Englaud,  as  might 
trievc  the  losses  the  nation  hath  sustained 
mi  them  ever  since  the  Union  of  the  two 
owns  uuder  one  sovereign  ; aod  that  there- 
•mi,  to  prevent  all  faction  and  party  in  the 
;stmg  of  an  affair  of  such  importance,  he  had 
*elv  left  tlie  nomination  of  the  lords  commis- 
mers  to  her  majesty,  and  wishes  the  choice 
d been  answerable  to  his  design  ; but  none 
n accuse  him  as  bargaining  for  birnself,  since 
has  no  reason  to  complain  of  the  breach  of 
y stipulation  upon  that  head  ; that  now  hav- 
5 considered  the  articles  of  this  treaty  lying  he- 
re us,  and  the  fatal  consequences  that  inay 
How  upon  the  finishing  of  an  incorporating 
nion  with  Englaud,  with  the  general  aversation 
at  appears  by  the  addresses  from  the  several 
ires  of  the  kingdom,  and  particularly  from  the 
Idress  of  the  commission  of  the  general  nssem- 
y,  and  of  the  royal  boroughs  of  Scotland,  he 
ids  it  n<  cessary  to  alter  his  thoughts  of  that 
alter;  that  he  was  none  of  those  who  loved 
> keep  things  loose  and  in  confusion;  he  had 
3 estate  in  both  kingdoms,  and  therefore  it 
as  not  to  be  supposed  he  would  make  use 
ilyofa  Treaty  to  throw  out  the  succession 
ne  time,  and  of  the  succession  to  throw 
ff  the  treaty  another  time.  Therefore,  to  pre- 
rat worse  consequence*,  he  is  content,  that  in 
iis  parliament,  the  succession  be  declared  and 
Jttled  upon  the  illustrious  princess  Sophia 
-lectoress  of  Hanover,  and  the  heirs  of  her 
ody,  upon  such  < onditions  and  limitations  as 
rail  be  fonnd  necessary  by  this  parliament,  to 
ecure  our  civil  rights  and  liberties,  the  inde- 
eodency  and  sovereignty  of  the  nation,  and 
be  Presbyterian  government  of  this  church,  as 
; is  founded  upon  the  claim  of  right,  and  estn- 
hsbed  by  law,  and  whose  privileges  and  settle- 
ment he  resolves  to  support  with  the  utmost  of 
is  power. — And  therefore  his  grace  thinks 
tinsel!  obliged,  with  all  humility  in  this  pre- 
ent  juncture  of  affairs,  to  address  himself  par- 
ictilarly  to  his  grace  my  lord  commissioner, 
*nd  to  beg  of  his  grace,  that  he  would  he 
ileased  to  acquaint  her  majesty  with  the  true 
tote  of  the  nation,  and  with  the  proposal  made 
or  allaying  the  present  ferment,  and  settling  a 
olid  peace  and  good  understanding  betwixt 
»er  two  kingdoms,  and  that  a small  recess  may 
* granted  in  the  mean  time,  till  her  majesty's 
;racious  answer  come,  which,  with  all  subuiis- 
ion,  he  conceives  will  prevent  these  bad  con- 
sequences that  the  farther  pushing  on  of  this 
Treaty  may  occasion.  I think,  my  lord,  this  is 
materially  what  his  grace  said,  though  not  so 
folly  nor  so  well  expressed. — Now,  my  lord,  it 
remains  that  I give  account  of  myself,  and  of 
my  own  opinion  of  this  affair : all  who  know 
me,  my  lord,  know  that  I have  been  from  the 
loginning  on  a revolution  foot;  I ventured  my 
life  and  fortune  with  the  first,  and  I have  ever 
unce  acted  consequentially  to  my  principle.  It 
m true,  I was  never  a good  courtier  under  any 
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f reign,  because  I had  a rule  for  my  obedience, 
and  never  made  obedience  my  rale  ; my  repu- 
tation was  never  stained,  nor  had  f ever  any 
reproach  laid  upon  me,  save  when  I was  brought 
in,  head  over  ears,  in  a Scots  plor,  a plot,  very 
well  known,  designed  to  blast  the  reputation  of 
a set  of  people  the  best  affected  to  the  sove-  v 
reign,  and  to  the  true  interest  of  their  nation, 
that  ever  Scotland  bred.  What  ray  opinion 
was  with  relation  to  the  succession  is  very  well 
known  also : I looked  upon  limitations  with 
another  eye  than  some  others  were  pleased  to 
do;  I was  far  from  treating  them  in  ridicule; 
because,  as  alt  human  affair*,  they  are  liable 
to  alterations,  and  might  be  taken  off:  that 
argument  proves  too  much,  and  consequently 
proves  nothing  at  all.  Should  a mail  n fu^e  to 
have  a good  estate  settled  upon  him,  because 
he  may  squander  it  away,  and  become  bank- 
rupt? Must  a good  law  he  refused,  because  it 
tnuy  afterwords  be  ri  penleo  ? no,  my  lord. 
Where  the  power  is  lodged  in  ourselves,  we 
have  all  human  security  imaginable  lor  the 
thing  ; it  is  not  so,  where  the  power  is  lodged 
in  others:  theiefore  I shall  alwise  rhuse  that 
secoriry  which  depends  upon  myself,  prefera- 
ble to  any  other. — This,  my  lord,  hath  con- 
firmed me,  that  limitations  of  our  own  making 
is  the  best  security ; though  I olwise  thought 
them  not  the  full  of  what  we  merited  for  the 
going  into  the  Eugfish  succession.  For  consi- 
dering the  injuries  that  we  have  received  from 
them,  we  ought  to  have  reparation  upon  this 
emergent : and  I think,  without  incorporating 
with  them,  they  might  have  given  us  some 
small  encouragement  in  our  trade  with  them 
which  would  have  been  profitable  unto  us,  and 
no  manner  of  wav  prejudicial  unto  them,  as  I 
can  clearly  demonstrate  if  there  be  occasion 
for  it.  But  since  this  is  not  the  proper  place 
nor  season  for  such  proposal,  1 shall  go  in 
with  the  proposal  made  by  the  marquis  of  An- 
nandaie,  and  fortified  by  his  grace  the  duke  of 
Hamilton  ; because  I think  it  is  the  best  that 
wc  can  make  of  it  at  this  time,  the  fittest  mea- 
sure to  prevent  civil  wars,  allay  the  ferment  of 
the  nation,  and  for  preferable  to  this  incorpo- 
rating Union,  which,  as  to  us,  in  all  its  clauses 
appears  to  he  most  unreasonable/’ 

Proceeding*  on  the  third  Article .]  The 
third  Article  being  read  on  the  18th,  it  way 
moved.  That  the  ogreeiug  to  the  third  Article 
of  the  Treaty,  in  relation  to  t lie  parliament  of 
Great  Britain,  should  not  be  binding,  nor  have 
any  effect,  unless  terms  and  conditions  of  an 
Union  of  the  two  kingdoms,  and  particularly 
the  constitution  of  the  said  parliament,  be 
finally  adjusted  and  concluded,  and  an  act  pass 
thereupon  in  the  parliament,  and  that  the  said 
terms  and  conditions  he  also  agreed  to,  and 
ratified  by  an  act  of  the  parliament  of  Eng- 
land, the  constitution  of  the  parliament  of 
Great  Britain  being  left  entire,  until  the  par- 
liament come  upon  the  twenty-second  article. 

It  was  moved  also  to  proceed  to  the  consider- 
ation of  the  fourth,  and  other  articles  of  Union, 
before  the  third;  and  after  reasoning  k waft 
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put  to  the  vote,  Proceed  to  the  consideration 
of  the  third  article  in  the  terras  of  the  said 
motion,  or  Proceed  to  the  fourth  article,  and 
carried,  Proceed  to  the  third. 

Accordingly  the  parliament  proceeded  to 
the  consideration  of  the  third  Article,  and 
after  long  debate  upon  it,  a vote  was  stated. 
Approve  of  the  third  Article  in  the  terms  of 
the  said  motion  or  not. 

Marquis  of  Annandalc's  Protest.]  But  he- 
fhre  voting,  the  marqnis  of  Annandale  gave  a 
Protest,  and  craved  that  the  narrative  of  the 
resolve,  inserted  in  the  Minutes  of  the  4th  in- 
stant, might  be  prefixed  thereunto;  which 
Narrative  and  Protest  is  as  follows: 

“ Whereas  it  evidently  appears,  since  the 
printing  end  considering  the  articles  of  Treaty 
now  before  this  House,  this  nation  seems  ge- 
nerally averse  to  this  incorporating  Union,  in 
the  terms  now  before  us,  as  subversive  of  the 
sovereignty,  fundamental  constitution,  and 
claim  of  right  of  this  kingdom,  and  as  threaten- 
ing ruin  of  this  church  as  by  law  established : 
and  since  it  is  plain,  that  if  an  Union  were 
agreed  to  in  these  terms  by  the  parliament  and 
accepted  of  by  the  parliament  of  Knglnud,  it 
would  in  no  sort  answer  the  peaceable  and 
friendly  ends  proposed  by  an  Union,  hut 
would,  on  the  contrary,  create  such  dismal 
distractions  and  animosities  amongst  ourselves, 
und  such  jealousies  and  mistakes  betwixt  us 
and  our  neighbours,  as  would  involve  these 
uationsin  fatal  breaches  and  confusions, 

“ Therefore  I do  protest  for  myself,  and  in 
name  of  those  who  shall  adhere  to  this  my 
protestation,  that  an  incorporating  Union  of 
the  crown  and  kingdom  of  Scotland,  with  the 
crown  and  kingdom  of  England,  and  that 
both  nations  he  represented  by  one  and  the 
same  parliament,  as  contained  in  the  articles 
ol  the  Treaty  of  Union,  and  contrary  to  the 
honour,  interest,  fundamental  laws  and  con- 
stitutions of  this  kingdom,  is  a giving  up  the 
sovereignty,  the  birthright  of  the  peers,  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  the  barons  and  burghs  ; 
and  is  contrary  to  the  claim  of  right,  property, 
and  liberty  oi  the  subjects,  and  Sd  act  of  her 
majesty's  parliament  in  1703.  Bv  which  it  is 
declared  high  treason  in  any  of  the  subjects  of 
tins  kingdom,  to  quarrel,  or  endeavour  In- 
venting, malicious  nnd  advised  speaking,  or 
other  open  act  or  deed,  to  alter  or  innovate 
the  claim  of  right  or  any  article  thereof;  and 
do  protest,  that  this  shall  not  prejudice  the 
being  ot  future  Stotch  parliaments,  and  con- 
ventions within  the  kingdom  of  Scotland,  in  no 
time  coming. 

Third  Article  approved.]  Then  the  Vote 
was  put.  Approve  of  the  Hid  article  in  the 
terms  of  the  motion,  aud  carried,  Approve, 
by  SO.  . ’ 

Mr.  Scion’s  Speech  thereon.]  During  the 
debates  on  the  th.rd  Article,  Mr.  Seton,  junior, 
ot  1 itmeddi  n,  made  this  speech  ; 

" My  lord  cliancelior ; Having  heard  with 
much  attention  the  third  article  debated,  l 
liud  it  liable,  with  the  other  articles  of  this 


— Proceedings  in  the  [elm 

Treaty,  to  be  put  in  a false  or  true  Sgbt  in 
the  speakers  to  it,  in  proportion  to  tlxee  na- 
tions they  have  of  the  nature  of  this  Um«; 
what  I am  to  say  concerning  it,  shall  be  u 
remove  someobjections,  which,  m mvoemoo. 
is  the  proper  method  to  smooch  the  wit  it 
approving  it, — The  principal  objections  its. 
That  the  representatives  fur  shires  and  hurt1-1 
enrmot  legally  approve  this  article,  without  :Se 
assent  ol  their  constituents ; and  that  bt  tb> 
approbation  of  it.  the  sovereignty  and  isds- 
petuleitcy  of  this  kingdom  will  be  surrenderee 
to  England. — My  lord,  to  give  a distinct  asd 
convincing  answer  to  the  first  objection,  let  a 
look  a little  to  the  nature  of  our  coi.stitu  -t 
of  government. — Uur  government  is  eat  i 
Polish  aristocracy,  founded  on  * pacta  css- 
ventn,’  whereby  all  the  gentry  are  empowers 
in  tlieir  particular  meetings,  to  prescribe  win 
to  their  representatives  m a geueaal  diet.— 
Our  government  is  nut  a common  demoenn. 
whereby  every  subject  of  Scotland  mat  chat 
a vote  in  the  legislature.  Our  government  a. 
and  has  been  many  ages  past,  a limited  mo- 
narchy, wherein  the  sovereign  and  representa- 
tive ate  the  only  Judges  of  . very  thine  wLih 
dors  contribute  to  the  happiness  of  the  f®tly 
politic,  and  from  whom  no  appeal  can  legit  r 
bc  made ; and  tbis<descriptioii  is  agreeable  t 
reason,  to  our  law,  and  to  our  history. Rea- 

son teaches  us,  that  anarchy  is  destructive  a 
mankind,  nnd  that  no  society  of  people  can  bs 
well  governed  wilnout  a supreme  power,  sbst 
proceedings  are  only  alterable  by  itself;  Cre- 
tins says,  (Ub.  1.  cap.  3.  sect.  7.)  * that  »r  , 
call  the  supreme  power,  whose  acts  are  art  I 
subject  to  the  power  of  another. — Our  law  a 
positive,  that  this  supreme  court  is  subject  to  , 
no  human  authority,  act  130.  P.  8.  J.  6. ; xad 
we  learn  from  nur  history,  that  the  greatest  al- 
terations have  beeu  made  in  the  consutafeta 
of  our  government,  without  consulting  the  peo- 
ple ; out  of  which  I humbly  offer  a few  en» 
ples:  In  the  reign  of  Kenneth  3 the  raonarcii 
that  originally  was  elective,  became  hereditarr, 
in  the  reign  of  James  6 the  represe-nuno-i  U 
the  clergy  in  parliament  was  restored  ; la  tk 
reign  oT  Charles  2 the  prerogative  was  eisltrs 
above  its  natural  level;  and  in  the  year  lb®, 
the  king  was  dethroned,  and  the  derrr  ex- 
pelled this  house.— My  lord,  I bate  heard  »■ 
aerted,  t hat  there  are  fundamentals  of  gores- 
nient  which  cannot  be  altered  by  this  botisf, 
without  the  consent  of  every  Scotsman  ; bv: 
where  were  these  stipulated  ? where  are  tier 
recorded  ? were  these  made  by  our  foreutfan 
at  the  first  institution  of  their  government,  and 
have  all  succeeding  parliaments  sworn  to  tbtr 
observance?  These  questions,  met  hints,  de- 
serve qur  consideration,  before  it  he  asserted 
what  is  an  unalterable  fundiumntal  bv  mu 
bouse.— As  to  the  arguments  of  sir  Geo-;r 
Mackenzie,  and  other  eminent  lawyers,  brooibi 
upon  the  stage  to  support  this  notion  of  fiiade 
mentals,  I think  (bey  require  no  part iro far  tt- 
siver,  because  any  member  who  understates 
the  nature  of  government  may  see  dearlr,  that 
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iese  arguments  are  founded  on  Roman  laws, 
Jenlated  for  people  as  members  of  private 
vcioties,  and  not  for  perpetual  roles  to  the 
■preiue  power  of  any  nation. — In  line,  I be- 
eve  there  are  no  fundamentals  of  government 
i any  nation,  which  are  not  alterable  by  its 
ipreme  power,  when  the  circumstances  of 
mes  require;  and  whoever  is  acquainted 
ith  history,  may  learn,  dial  there  ore  no  peo- 
te  at  present  in  Europe,  which  in  different 
tes  have  not  suffered  variety  of  changes  in 
jverinnent.  I do,  indeed,  acknowledge, 
tere  are  fundamentals  in  nature,  to  wit,  ii- 
erty  and  property,  which  this  I louse  cau 
ever  destroy,  without  exceeding  its  utmost 
ounds  of  power,  that  are  always  limited  to 
se  public  good  ; nevertheless,  this  honourable 
louse  is  only  capable  to  judge  uf  the  most 
roper  means  of  securing  these  fundamentals  : 
nd  for  my  part,  I sincerely  believe  that  no 
ldicious  man  will  say,  there  is  the  least  danger 
four  liberty  and  property  by  an  Union  of 
arliaments,  when  he  reflects  that  the  people 
f England  have  been  in  all  ages  noble  u<- 
ertors  of  the  rights  of  the  subject;  have  spent 
such  blood  and  trensure  in  defence  of  the  li- 
•erlies  of  their  neighbours,  and  that  after  this 
Jnion,  encroachments  on  the  rights  of  the 
ubjects  of  any  pare  of  Great  Britain,  must 
ndanger  the  liberty  of  the  whole. — My  lord,  I 
:omc  now  to  the  nett  objection,  that  by  the 
ipprobauon  of  this  article,  we  surrender  the 
treiguty  and  independency  of  this  kingdom. 
—These  words,  I acknowledge,  are  very  long, 
vnd  may  sound  harmoniously  in  the  ears  of 
:be  populace:  for  my  part,  I would  be  lorry 
ust  now  to  have  occasion  to  say,  that  in  fact 
iur  supremacy  and  independency  were  surren- 
dered the  day  king  James  got  possession  of  the 
Knglish  throne,  if  at  the  same  time  I could 
aot  affirm,  that  these  are  again  restored  to  us 
by  this  Treaty,  which  was  managed  with  a de- 
corum and  equality  that  became  two  indepen- 
dent and  distinct  nations,  and  not  after  such  a 
clandestine  manner  as  was  used  by  queen  Mary 
and  the  French,  the  4th  of  April,  1554,  on 
w hich  day  our  sovereignty  was  indeed  surren- 
dered, as  may  be  seen  in  the  Recueil  de 
Tiaitez,  dec.  p.  510. — But  to  put  this  question 
above  controversy,  I conceive  two  ways  only 
w hereby  a free  nation  loses  its  sovereignity  and 
independency,  which  are  coaquett,  and  a vo- 
luntary surrender  of  its  rights  to  another  nation 
without  any  reservation. — I am  sure  no  person 
m right  judgment  will  alledge,  that  this  in- 
tended Union  is  a conquest : nor  can  it  be 
called  a surrender,  seeing  tlic  Treaty  contains 
certain  and  distinct  reservations  to  both  king- 
doms: nor  can  I comprehend  how  either  of 
two  nations,  by  an  entire  Union,  surrenders 
Hi  privileges  : on  the  coutrair,  I agree  with 
the  learned  Grotius  (Lib.  2.  cap.  9.  sect.  9.) 
"hose  opinion  is,  that  the  rights  and  privileges 
®f  two  .distinct  nations  united,  are  consolidated 
into  one,  by  a mutual  communication  of  them. 
—Another  objection,  my  lord,  has  beeu  moved 
against  this  article,  which  belongs  more  pro- 
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perly  to  the  22d  article,  and  that's  concerning 
| the  number  of  the  representatives  from  Scot- 
land, to  a parliament  of  Great  Britain.  This 
objection  I’ll  endeavour  to  answer  in  us  few 
words  as  the  nature  of  it  will  allow. — If  both 
nations  are  to  be  represented  by  one  pailia- 
ment,  there  must  he  members  fruin  both  na- 
tions, and  tlicir  numbers  must  be  adjusted  by 
some  rule,  which  can  be  no  other  tlmn  that 
fundamental  in  the  Union  of  all  societies, 
whereby  suffrages  are  computed,  to  wit,  the 
proportion  each  society  contributes  fur  the 
support  of  the  whole.  No*,  the  Union  of 
Scotland  and  England  is  but  the  union  of  two 
great  societies  of  pcuple  into  nae  body  politic ; 
so  that  we  have  uolliing  to  dirert  our  forming 
a true  notion  about  the  number  of  the  repre- 
sentative agreed  to  by  this  treaty  on  the  part 
of  Scotland,  but  the  proportion  we  are  able  to 
contribute  for  the  support  of  the  government 
of  Great  Britain;  and  that  has  respect  to  the 
numbers  of  our  people;  tu  the  extent  of  our 
taxes;  or  to  an  arithmetical  proportion  betwixt 
these  and  those  of  England  ; all  vl.icll  being 
duly  considered,  I may  be  bold  to  affirm,  that 
the  representative  agreed  to  by  the  commis- 
sioners for  Scotland,  is  more  than  falls  to  our 
share. — Several  authors  who  have  wrote  about 
the  uature  of  society,  or  the  Union  of  two  nr 
more  societies,  agree  to  this  fundamental ; and 
Grotius  (L  2.  c.  5.  sect.  22.)  has  two  exam- 
ples out  of  Strabo  relating  to  it.  One  is,  when 
Lybica  united  with  three  neighbouring  cities, 
it  w as  stipulated,  that  each  of  the  three  was  to 
have  one  voice,  but  Lybica  two ; because  it 
contributed  much  more  to  the  common  benefit 
than  any  of  the  rest.  The  other  example  is, 
that  there  were  twenty-three  cities  in  Licia 
united,  whereof  some  had  three  voices,  some 
two,  and  some  but  one. — My  lord,  by  the  re- 
presentative of  sixteen  for  the  nobility,  there  is 
no  greater  hardship  put  upon  them,  than  was 
put  upon  the  small  barons  in  the  reign  of  king 
James  1.  who  then  were  of  the  same  state  with 
the  nubility,  nnd  submitted  to  the  law  for  con- 
venicncy. — By  the  representative  of  forty-five 
for  the  commons,  no  prejudice  is  done  tot  he 
state  uf  barons  in  respect  of  representation; 
for,  if  they  be  represented  from  every  shire,  or 
at  least  from  the  most  considerable  shires,  it  is 
of  no  import,  whether  every  shire  be  repre- 
sented by  one  or  more ; nnd  as  to  the  state  of 
boroughs.  I’ll  presume  to  say,  that  the  retrench- 
ment of  tlieir  representation  is  a piece  of  jus- 
tice done  to  this  nation,  if  property  or  taxes  be 
the  rule  of  representation. — My  lord,  so  lar 
have  1 endeavoured  to  answer  the  material  ob- 
jections against  this  article,  not  out  of  aoy 
prospect  to  convince  the  members  agaiust  this 
Union,  as  to  fortify  the  judgments  of  tlmse 
for  it ; and  I wish  heartily  that  the  constituents 
for  shires  and  burghs  may  have  a true  confi- 
dence in  tlieir  representatives,  while  they  are 
accomplishing  this  great  and  noble  woik  of 
an  Union  of  both  kingdoms,  especially  consi- 
dering, that  they  are  bound  by  oath  to  give 
their  best  advices  and  suffrages;  that  luejf 
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were  chosen  by  themselves  in  r free  election  ; that  it  might  thereby  appear  how  hr  the  coo- 
tlmt  they  have  their  families  and  estates  among  munication  of  trade  would  be  adronug^wu**  tr> 
them  ; that  the  same  liuerty,  property,  and  re-  them  : and  alter  reasoning  thereupon.  tl»e  vote 
ligion,  are  common  to  them  both;  and  that  was  started,  Approve  of  the  IVtb  Article,  re- 
the  good  or  bad  consequences  of  this  Union,  serving  the  consideration  of  the  wren!  branch* 

, must  equnlly  affect  representatives  and  con-  of  trade,  till  the  parliament  concert  the  sob*- 
stituents/  * quent  articles,  yea  or  not : and  it  was  werre^- 

Thc  Jjord  High  Commissioner  insulted  by  the  that  the  members  shall  be  marked,  as  ibn 
ii lob.]  It  was  late  before  the  house  rose,  and  shall  rote,  approve  or  not ; and  dot  thelht 
the  moh  was  rude  to  the  Lord  High  Commis-  of  their  names,  as  they  shall  tot*  pro  aai 
sioncr;  for  in  his  return,  though  the  horse-  con  be  recorded  and  printed.  Then  the  *-<? 
guards  were  round  his  grace’s  coach,  and  some  was  put,  Approve  or  not ; and  it  waa  carred 
of  the  foot  grenadiers  betwixt  the  couch,  and  Approve. 

horse  guards,  the  mob  threw  stones  from  seve-  The  Fifth  Article .1  Then  the  Vdi  An**:f 
ral  corners,  some  of  which  fell  into  his  coach,  the  Union  was  rend,  whertup'-n  a pr». 
and  the  mob  pressed  so  hard  upon  the  coaches  was  given  for  explainii  g and  enUrgrwf  r 
that  they  were  forced  to  drive  full  speed  down  same,  in  these  terms  ; ‘ Th.it  all  sbij.*,  or  *a- 
the  streets ; and  one  of  his  grace’s  pages  Tallin*;  sels  belonging  to  her  majesty***  subject*  -a 
behind,  was  very  ill  treated  by  the  populace,  land,  at  the  lime  of  ran  yiug  i‘e  Treat** 
Upon  which,  on  the  19th,  the  Lord  Chancellor  Union  of  the  two  kingdom-  m du  p^rHam** 
acquainted  the  parliament,  that  the  Lord  High  of  Scotland,  though  for  ig  bun-.  afcftft  to 
Commissioner  was  insulted  tlie  night  before  by  deemed  nod  pass  as  ships  of  th.  butkJac  * 
a number  of  mean  people  with  stones.  The  Great  Britain  : the  owner  or  *l*re  ibaie  *» 
parliament  rein i ted  it  to  the  committee  for  mote  owners,  one  *»r  more  «>t  tiie  owsm'v 
examining  the  equivalent,  to  indemnify  and  within  twelve  months  after  the  Unioo,  tr^ng 
give  reward  for  discovery,  to  seize  aud  im-  oath,  that,  at  i be  rime  of  ratifyia*  t ■*  T*so 
prison  any  whom  they  suspected,  and  to  report  of  Union  in  the  parliament  ut  Seotk:  «k  rta 
their  information,  and  their  opinion  what  men-  same  did  in  whole  nr  in  p*rt  beb-ngu.t  t-  ks 
•ures  might  he  proper  for  preventing  the  like,  nr  them,  or  to  ‘•otne  ot her  subject  or 
-The  parliumei.t  did  likewise  recommend  to  the  Scotland  to  be  parti*  ularly  named,  «i d>  ’> 
Lord  High  constable,  to  prosecute  those  itnpri-  j place  of  their  respective  abode  ; and  ttat 
so  nod  for  a former  turaulr,  and  that  the  mn  same  doth  then,  at  the  time  of  the  sasi  dei* 
gist  rates  of  Edinburgh  furnish  what  proof  sirion,  wholly  belong  to  bitn  or  them:  and.  bf» 
against  them  they  could.  foreigner,  directly  or  indirect.),  hath  any  ‘bat 

On  the  19th  il  was  moved.  That  the  parlia-  ! part  or  interest  therein.* 
roent  proct-ed  to  the  fourth  Article  of  Union : j Which  being  read,  it  was  inorrd,  tk  b 
then  the  duke  of  Athol  moved,  That  before  j mouths  nmre  time  should  be  added  to  ibe  w 
they  proceed  to  the  said  Article,  a clause  be  allowed,  by  the  proposal,  tor  p«rchas*n;  swa 
added  to  the  third  Article,  That  the  said  pur-  j nr  vessels  Aud  after  some  reitvming  up»  t, 
liament  of  Great  Britain  should  meet  and  sit  | the  further  consideration  thereof  was  ddrd 

till  next  sitting,  which  was  on  the  25d, 
the  Vtb  Article  of  Union  was  again  »e*d 
the  proposal  for  amending,  explaining,  ado* 
larging  the  same,  inserted  in  the  former  tf* 
minutes,  and  rectified  thus,  vit.‘  That  aUsbf* 
or  vessels  belonging  to  her  majesty's 
of  Scotland,  at  the  time  of  ratifying  the  T*1? 
of  Union  of  the  two  kingdom*  in  the  pt 
ment  of  Scotland,  though  foieign  built,  A*8, 
he  deemed  and  pass  as  ships  of  the  build*;* 
Great  Britain*,  the  owner,  or  whervtt/n*5 
more  owners,  one  or  more  of  the  owner*,  t1*^6 
twelve  months  after  the  1st  day  of  Nat  ^ 
making  oath,  that  at  the  time  ofratdy*!®* 
Treaty  of  Unioo  in  tbc  parliament  ofsativ* 
the  same  did  in  all  or  in  part  bcloof 
or  them,  or  to  some  other  subject*®'' 
jects  of  Scotland,  to  be  particularly  m*5- 
viz.  the  place  of  their  respective  abode*; 
that  the  same  doth  then,  at  the  uiae  <*  ^ 
said  deposition,  wholly  belong  to  hioord*®1 
and  that  no  foreigner,  directly  or 
hath  any  share,  port,  or  interest  the***®-’ 
And  after  some  rensoniug  tbereoa,  ^ 
was  a second  proposal  given  in  for  the 
ing  the  Article,  in  these  terms,  by  d*  * ■ 
BeUiaven.  * That  all  ships  and  read* 


once  in  three  years  at  least,  in  that  part  of 
Great  Britain,  now  called  Scotland  : and  after 
debut**,  the  consideration  of  it  was  <h  loved 
till  the  parliament  should  come  to  the  XXIld 
Article.  'Then  the  IVtli  Article  of  the  Union 
was  read;  upon  which  the  duke  of  Hamilton 
made  amotion,  that  all  the  regulations  aud  re- 
strictions of  the  English  trnde,  the  privileges 
of  their  companies,  ike.  should  be  laid  before 
the  house  ; upon  which  the  de  bate  was  by  con- 
sent adjourned  till  next  Sederunt. 

Fourth  Article  approved  o/’.]  The  IVth 
Article  of  Union  was  again  read  : whereupon 
it  wa.s  moved,  to  take  the  several  branches  of 
trade  to  be  commuuicated,  into  consideration, 

* “ This  speech  was  received  with  great 
satisfaction  aud  applause,  and  the  arguments 
in  it  were  so  clear,  especially  as  to  the  propor- 
tions of  the  representative,  that  it  was  very 
useful  when  that  head  catnc  to  be  debated ; 
and  I cannot  but  suppose  the  reader  will 
think  his  time  well  bestowed  in  reading  it,  in 
that  he  will  see  by  it,  whether  the  Union  was 
carried  by  strength  of  reasoning,  or,  as  some 
•Hedged,  crammed  down  their  throats  by  mere 
number  of  voices.'1  De  Foe. 
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l to  her  msjesty's  subjects  of  Scotland,  at 
: time  of  ratifying  the  Treaty  of  the  Union  of 
: two  kingdoms,  in  the  parliaments  of  both 
igrioms,  shall,  See.’  And  after  some  debate, 
f vote  was  stated,  Approve  of  the  first  para- 
iph  of  the  Vth  Article,  with  the  first  amend- 
*nt  or  second  : and  it  was  carried,  Approve, 
:h  the  first  amendment. 

Thereafier,  the  remainder  of  the  said  Vth 
tide  of  Union  was  rend,  and  a proposal  given 
bis  grace  the  duke  of  Hamilton,  for  adding 
clause  in  these  terms:  ‘Thar  for  the  spnee 
se*  en  years,  from  nnd  alter  the  concluding 
? Treaty  or  Union  in  both  kingdoms,  it  is  ex- 
rssly  agreed,  that  none  of  the  seamen  or 
iriuers,  «»n  board  any  of  the  ships  belonging 
the  subjects  of  that  part  of  united  Britain 
w called  .Scotland,  shall  either  at  home  or 
•roud  be  pressed  from  on  board  their  said 
ips,  to  serve  in  any  of  her  Majesty’s  ships  of 
ir,  or  frigates : and  in  ca»e,  after  the  said 
ven  years,  it  shall  happen  that  there  be  a 
ry  of  seamen  in  united  Britain,  that  part  now 
lied  Scotland  shall  only  be  burdened  with 
ch  a proportion  as  our  taxes  bear  in  pro- 
>rtion  to  tiiat  part  of  united  Britain  now 
died  England,  but  without  prejudice  to  the 
beers  of  her  majesty's  ships  or  fleet,  to  engage 
* many  volunt«  cr  seamen  in  their  service  as 
ley  can  agree  with,  in  this  part  of  united  Bri- 
tin  ; and  this  Article  to  be  unalterable  by  any 
ibsequent  British  parliament.*  Which  being 
fad,  after  some  reasoning  thereupon,  it  was 
ut  to  the  vote,  Add  the  second  clause,  or  not; 
nd  it  was  carried  Not.  Thereafier,  the  re- 
minder of  the  said  Vth  Article  being  again 
rad,  the  vote  was  put.  Approve  thereof  or 
■ot:  and  it  was  carried  Approve.  Then  the 
ord  Chancellor,  by  order  of  her  majesty’s 
iigh  Commissioner,  adjourned  the  parliament 
ill  Tuesday  next  at  ten  o’clock. 

The  Sixth  Article .]  On  the  26th  the  Vlth 
Article  of  Union  w«s  rend  ; and  it  was  moved, 
That  there  should  he  a scheme  laid  before 
he  Parliament  of  the  whole  branches  of 
heir  unde,  ns  to  export  and  import:’  and 
ifter  some  further  debate,  a proposal  was  given 
n,  viz.  ‘ That  the  A- tide  should  he  agreed  to, 
except  in  so  far  as  it  should  he  rectified  by 
he  parliament,  in  the  cnn-ideraiion  of  the  subs- 
equent Articles.*  As  also  another  proposal 
*a$  given  in,‘  That  seeing  by  the  laws  of  Eng- 
ind  there  were  rewards  given  upon  exporta- 
ion  of  several  kinds  of  grain,  wherein  oats  was 
*ot  specified,  that  after  the  Union  when  outs 
vhould  be  at  15*.  per  quarter,  or  under,  there 
ibould  he  paid  2s.  6d.  for' every  quarter  of 
oat-meal,  exported  in  the  terms  of  the  laws. 
" hereby  the  terms  were  granted  for  ex  port  a- 
Uon  of  the  grains  ; and  in4  respect  there  was  a 
duty  upon  oats  imported  into  England,  hut  no 
duties  upon  oat-meal,  the  importing  of  which 
a prejudice  and  discouragement  to  tillage  : 
therefore,  that  from  and  after  the  Union,  the 
quarter  of  Oat-meal  should  be  deemed  equal 
10  three  quarters  of  oats,  and  pay  duty  ac- 
cordingly when  imported  to  Scotland  from  any 


place  whatsoever  from  beyond  the  sea.'  W hich 
being  all  read,  after  reasoning,  it  was  moved, 

‘ That  the  observations,  in  relatidn  to  the 
balance  of  trade,  should  be  laid  Ik  fore  the 
parliament,  as  made  by  the  council  of  trade.* 
And  after  debate  thereon,  the  further  consi- 
deration was  delayed  till  the  next  sitting  ; nnd 
it  was  ordered,  ‘ That  the  observations  made  by 
the  council  of  trade,  be  laid  before  the  par- 
liament.’ 

During  the  debate  on  the  Vlth  Article, 
which  brings  them  under  the  same  customs 
with  England,  it  was  argued  by  some  members, 
‘That  it  was  hard  to  enter  upon  such  a gene- 
ral, until  they  understood  the  seteral  brunches 
of  their  trade,  and  how  they  agreed  with  the 
impositions  of  England.*  This  point  was  ar- 
gued by  the  duke  of  Hamilton,  marquess  of 
Auuandole,  &c.  The  marques*  argued.  4 That 
in  the  Treaty  of  1602  they  were  allowed  to  be 
under  their  own  regulations,  and  to  have  a 
book  of  rates  lor  themselves  ; upon  which 
many  of  the  members  thought  it  hard  they 
should  not  be  allowed  the  same  now.  And  it 
being  also  urged,  That  the  commute  e of  par- 
liament, appointed  for  a council  oi  trade,  last 
session,  had  prepared  an  account  of  the  several 
branches  of  their  trade;  and  where  the  bal- 
lauce  lay  ;*  it  was  ordered,  That  this  report 
should  be  laid  before  the  House. 

On  the  27 tli  the  Vlth  Article  or  Union  was 
again  read,  and  a proposal  given  in  for  adding 
the  word  (Draw-backs)  to  both  clauses  of  the 
said  Article;  which  was  agreed  to. 

And  the  said  Article  also  amended  was 
again  rend,  as  also  the  proposal  mentioned  in 
the  last  minutes,  in  relation  to  oats  and  oat- 
meal ; with  the  addition  of  a further  clause,  iti 
tht*r*e  terms  : ‘ And  that  the  beer  of  Scotland 
should  have  the  like  rewards  nnd  draw-backs  as 
barley/  And  it  was  likewise  moved,  * That 
another  clause  should  be  added,  allowing  the 
like  draw-back  on  the  exportation  of  oat-meat, 
ns  is  allowed  on  the  exportation  of  rye  in 
England.  And  after  debate  it  was  agreed,  that 
the  Vlth  Article,  with  the  proposal*  lor  amend- 
ments, should  be  remitted  to  a Committee.’ 

Then  was  a clause  offered  to  be  added  te 
the suid  Vlth  Article,  thus:  ‘But  Scotlaud, 

for  the  space  of years  after  the  first 

day  of  May  next,  shall  he  free  from,  and  no 
ways  subject  t » the  prohibitions  and  restric- 
tions made  against  exporting  of  wool  skins  with 
wool  upon  them,  nod  woolen  yarn,  which  by 
the  oaths  of  the  seller  and  buyer  shall  be  made 
appear  to  be  the  proper  growth  and  product 
of  Scotland,  and  spun  wihin  the  same,  which 
shall  no  way*  be  comprehended  under  any  of 
the  laws  already  made  in  Eo^laud,  or  to  be 
made  during  the  spact  aforesaid/ 

As  also  a druse  thus  ; * Excepting  and  re- 
serving the  duties  up«m  export  and  import  of 
fcuch  paaicul.tr  com  mud  it  res,  from  which  the 
subject*  of  either  kingdom  are  specially  ex- 
empted by  their  private  rights,  which,  after  tlie 
Union,  are  to  temain  safe  and  enure  to  them 
in  all  respects/ 
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And  another  clause  thus,  4 That  after  the  1 
Union  all  sorts  of  Scots  linucit,  or  any  kind  of 
cloth  made*  of  flax  or  hemp,  he  exported  out  of  I 
the  united  kingdom  free  of  all  customs  or  other  1 
impositions  whatsoever.* 

And  another  thus, 4 That  before  the  Union, 
we  may  now  have  such  a draw-hack  adjusted, 
as  may  enable  us  to  export  beef,  pork  and 
butter,  to  the  West  Indies,  and  other  foreign 
parts,  which  will  he  one  considerable  branch  of 
our  trade  after  the  Union/ 

And  another  clame  thus,  4 That  from  and 
after  the  Union,  all  duties  or  bounty  tolls,  or 
other  exactions  upon  black  cattle,  or  any  | 
other  product  of  Scotland,  w hen  carried  into  j 
England,  or  product  of  England  when  carried 
into  Scotland,  payable  either  to  the  public  or 
private  persons,  shall  in  all  time  coming  be 
void  and  null/ 

Aud  another  clause  in  these  terms, * That 
from  and  after  die  Union,  the  kingdom  of: 
Scotland  shall  hove  liberty  for  ever  to  mnnu-  | 
facture  pbdden,  fingrara,  gallowav,  whites,  | 
serges,  stockings,  and  all  sorts  of  lintich,  as 
they  have  been  in  use  to  do,  conform  to  the 
regulations  contained  in  their  own  law«,nud  to 
export  die  same  to  England,  or  the  dominions 
and  plantations  thereunto  belonging,  or  to  any 
other  place  beyond  seas,  fre-e  of  any  duty  or 
imposition  whatsoever ; but  in  case  any  oi  the 
subjects  of  that  part  of  United  Britain,  now 
called  Scotland,  shall  export  any  other  sort  of 
woollen  manufacture  than  what  is  above  men- 
tioned, they  are  to  be  liable  to  the  regulations 
and  taxes  of  England,  imposed  before  the 
Union,  or  to  be  imposed  by  the  British  par- 
liament after  t lie  Union/  all  which  weio  re- 
mitted to  the  Committee  for  examining  the 
calculation  of  the  equivalent. 

The  Seventh  Article.]  Then  the  VUth  Ar- 
ticle of  Union  was  rend, .and  being  debated  on 
the  28th  u proposal  was  made  for  an  explana- 
tion or  addition  thus,  4 That  the  84  gallons 
English  barrel  of  beer  or  ole,  amounting  to  12 
gallons  Scots,  present  measure  sold  in  Scodand 
by  the  brewer  at  9s.  Od.  sterl.  excluding  all 
duties,  aud  retailed  including  duties;  and  the 
retailers  profit  at  2d.  per  Scots  pint,  or  eighth 
part  of  the  Scots  barrel,  he  not,  after  the 
Union,  liable,  on  account  of  the  present  ex* 
cises  upon  cxciseable  liquors  in  Engl  aud,  to  ; 
any  higher  imposition  than  two  shillings  sterling 
upon  the  34  gallons  English  barrels,  being  1 j 1 
gallons  the  present  Scots  measure. 

Aud  another  clause  being  likewise  offered  j 
tbus,  4 And  it  is  hereby  specially  provided, 
that  the  twopenny  ale  and  beer  of  Scotland, 
shall  be  only  charged  with  the  same  excise  as  I 
the  small-bct  r in  Enghuid. 

After  some  debate,  the  vote  was  stated, 

4 Approve  of  the  VUth  Article,  as  to  the  ex- 
cise of  ale  and  beer,  with  the  explanation  as 
contained  in  the  first  or  last  clause  above  men- 
tioned/ And  carried  for  the  first. 

On  the  29th  it  was  moved,  that  the  observa- 
tions made  by  the  council  of  trade,  in  relation 
to  the  export  and  import  of  tliis  nation  and  ba- 


lance of  our  trade,  should  be  laid  befeittar 
Committee  to  whom  i he  sixth  Article  sf  & 
Union  was  remitted,  and  the  same  *aa  m 
cordiugiy  ordered.  As  also  the  clerks  of  18 
said  council  of  trade,  were  ordered  to  luau 
to  the  said  committee,  all  observation,  papt 
aud  records  relating  thereunto. 

Tumult  in  Glut*  or-  , *$  f • complained  i*  ijf  lb 
Ijord  Chancellor. J Then  the  l»rd  CUecefe* 
acquainted  the  parliament,  that  tfcrc  ] 
council  at  their  lust  meeting,  had  uuler  tor 
consideration,  several  accounts  of  irrrphrui 
tumultuary  meetings,  by  some  pei  ; :c  w 6t 
common  and  meanest  degree,  m arms;  sola 
abuses  committed  by  them  at  Glascu*,  KaW 
bright  and  Dumfreis,  aud  several  place  s'j 
Lanarkshire  ; and  that  there  wese  papers  taft 
inviting  people  to  take  up  arms,  and  to  prw-6 
ammunition  and  provisions,  in  order  Uj  ikv 
marching  to  disturb  the  parliament.  All 
lie  was  directed  by  the  secret  council  tala 
before  t!»e  parliament,  to  the  effect  prji 
methods  might  be  resolved  upon,  for  pirn* 
in*  the  evil  consequences  of  such  pnetxa 
after  which  he  presented  a letter  from  the  to 
gisirat  cs  of  Dumfreis  to  her  majesty! 
cate,  bearing  an  account  of  the  abuses  iod  is 
inultuary  meetings  in  that  place,  with  a b 
duration  emitted  by  those  who  met,  »-B 
was  affixed  on  the  market  cross  of  Dual** 
aud  both  were  read. 

Whereupon  a draught  of  a prods— ti— , 3 1 
he  emitted  by  the  parliament  against  all  tib* 
tuary  and.irregular  met  ting*,  and  conroau: 
of  the  lieges,  was  preseuted  and  read.  A* 
after  some  discourse  thereupon,  it  boa;  ob- 
jected, that  it  did  not  appear  that  there  *- 
a particular  information  of  any  — token 
meetings,  or  irregular  convocations  in  snvsde 

fiart  of  the  shire  of  Lanark,  than  at  Glw* 
ier  majesty’s  iiigh  Cotnmissinoer  tberecpv-* 
was  pleased  to  notify  to  them,  that  be  had  s- 
formation  not  only  from  Glascow  aud  !)■■— 
but  also  from  several  places  m Lanarkshw, i( 
tumultuary  aud  irregular  meetings  <x  oe- 
uuder  arms,  and  of  their  giving  out  aad  p* 
lishing  their  design  of  marching  to  distwi  be 
parliament. 

The  proclamation  being  approved  d * 
draught  of  an  Act  suspending  the  ctott 
that  clause  in  the  Act  of  Security,  for  «*■> 
aiid  exercising  the  feasible  men,  past  a d* 
second  session  of  this  parliament;  aod 
during  this  session  of  parliament  aleoany.  ** 
read  and  past  on  the  30th,  aud  tbe  sa«. 
the  proclamation  mentioned  before,  were  * 
dered  to  be  forthwith  published  and  pnatei 
Then  the  VUth  Article  of  Union  w«*  th- 
read, and  after  some  reasoning  upon  P* 
tliereof,  not  formerly  approved,  it  P*  - 
vote,  Approve  of  the  rest  uf  the  VUA  Art**- 
or  not,  and  carried  Approve. 

A print  was  then  given  in,  entitled,  “A* 
account  of  the  burning  of  the  Article  of  1 1 SJ 
at  Dumfries,”  bearing  the  declaration  read  ^ 
affixed  at  the  market  cross  thereof  by  Ujr  & 
mult  assembled  on  that  occasion  i wd  * k * 
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ted,  that  enquiry  be  made,  who  had  been  of  the  XVth  Article  or  not,  and  carried  A p- 

printerand  in-giver  of  the  snid  scurrilous  prove. 

>er,  and  tint  the  print  be  burnt  by  tlie  hands  The  Sixth  Article  passed.]  The  Vltb  Ar- 

the  hangman  : it  whs  remitted  to  the  com-  tide  admitted  of  many  debates,  hut  wns  at  last, 

tee,  to  whom  the  Yltli  Article  of  Union  was  on  the  16th,  passed  with  several  additions,  en- 
dued, to  call' for  the  magistrates  of  Edin-  largomenu  and  explanations;  hut  before,  viz. 
•gh,  and  to  take  trial  and  make  enquiry  nnent  on  the  12th,  the  parliament  ordered,  That  a 

printer  and  ill-giver  of  the  said  paper.  s<  urrilous  print,  entitled,  Queries  to  the  Prea- 
?y  ordered  also,  that  the  said  scurrilous  priut  byterian  uoblemeti,  barons,  burgesses,  ministers 
uld  he  burnt  by  the  common  hangman.  and  commoners  in  Scotland,  who  are  for  the 
The  XVth  Article  being  read,  on  the  7th  of  scheme  of  an  incorporating  Union  with  Eng- 
cemher  the  report  was  brought  in  from  the  land,  according  to  the  Articles  agreed  upon  by 
nnittee  for  examining  the  Calculation  of  the  the  commissioners  of  both  nations,  be  burned 
uiralent,  being  ns  follows : by  the  bunds  of  the  common  hangman  at  the 

The  committee  of  parlinment,  to  whom  the  market  cross  of  Edinburgh,  to-morrow,  between 
i sidering  of  the  Calculation  of  the  Equivalent  eleven  and  twelve  of  the  clock,  and  the  mngis- 
i remitted,  having  considered  the  report  trutes  of  Edinburgh  appointed  to  see  the  same 
rie  to  them  by  Dr.  James  Gregory,  professor  punctually  done.  And  remitted  to  the  com- 
be mathematics  in  the  crdlcgc  of  Edinburgh,  mil  tec  of  parliament,  to  whom  the  Vlth  and 
I the  report  made  by  Dr.  Thomas  Bower,  VTITth  Articles  of  Union  were  remitted,  to 
feasor  of  the  mathematics  in  the  college  of  make  enquiry  after  the  printer,  author,  and  in- 
erdeen,  of  their  several  and  respective  exa-  giver  of  the  said  scurrilous  paper, 
utions  of  the  calculations  and  grounds  And  on  the  16th  a scurrilous  print,  asserting 
reof;  whereupon  the  commissioner*,  in  the  dependency  of  the  crown  and  kingdom  of 
Ming  the  Article  for  establishing  the  cquiva-  Scotland  upon  that  of  England,  was  brought  in, 
t mentioned  in  the  Article,  say  it  is  just,  and  and  several  paragraphs  thereof  being  read,  Or- 
calculation  is  exact,  and  well  founded  ; in  dcred,  That  the  same  be  burnt  by  the  hands  of 
terms,  and  in  manner  expressed  in  the  said  the  common  hangman,  at  the  market  cross  of 
tide.  Whereupon  it  was  proposed  to  delay  E*ii*ibu»*jh  next  morning. — The  VII  1th  Article 
i consideration  of  the  sau!  XVth  Article,  of  the  Union  took  up  the  parliament’s  time 
d reports  be  brought  in,  in  relation  to  the  from  the  17th  to  the  26th,  when  it  was  ap- 
th  and  VII Tth  Articles  from  the  committee,  proved  with  the  several  alterations,  additions 
whom  the  said  Articles  were  remitted.  and  enlargements  made  unto  it;  they  went 

And  after  debate  upon  it,  it  was  agreed,  that  through  the  XVth  Article  on  the  30th,  and 
proceeding  on  the  XVth  shall  not  be  under-  parsed  it. 

r>d  to  be  any  determination  of  the  Vlth  or  The  XVIth  and  XVlIth  Articles  were  np- 
I ltlft  Articles  that  stood  committed;  but  proved  of  on  the  30th : then  the  XVIIIth  Ar- 
t the  reasoning  and  voting  on  the  Vlth  or  tide  was  read,  and  a motion  was  made  for 
I Ith  Articles,  shall  be  entire.  making  an  additional  clause  to  it,  in  these 

Then  a state  of  a vote  was  offered  in  these  words  ; ‘And  that  in  making  any  such  laws,  spe- 
rns,  Approve  of  the  first  paragraph  of  the  ciai  regard  be  had  to  overtures  to  be  presented 
'th  Article,  or  not.  to  that  parliament  by  the  lords  of  sessions  of 

Rut  it  being  moved.  That  the  parliament  first  Scotland.*  And  after  further  reasoning,  an 
isider,  whether  they  should  be  concerned  in  overture  wns  given  in  for  adding  another  clause 
payment  of  the  English  debts.  A second  in  these  terms;  * that  all  Scotchmen  be  cx- 
te  was  thereupon  offered,  Whether  they  empted  from  the  English  sacramental  test,  not 
•uld  engage  in  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  only  in  Scotland,  but  in  all  places  of  the  United 
gland  ; yea  or  no.  kingdom  and  dominions  thereunto  belonging ; 

\nd  after  some  reasoning  on  it,  it  was  put  to  and  that  they  be  declared  capable  of  offices 
vote  which  of  the  two  should  be  the  state  of  throughout  the  whole,  without  being  obliged  to 
vote,  first  or  second.  take  the  said  test/  And  after  debate,  itneing 

fjord  Bclhuvens  Protest  against  being  con - moved,  * that  it  was  not  now  entire  to  add  the 
ntd  in  the  English  Debts.']  And  the  lord  said  clause  in  relation  to  the  sacramental  test, 
lhnven  gave  in  a Protest  as  follows  : “ I do  in  respect  of  the  vote  of  parliament  of  the  10th 
rtest  in  my  own  name,  and  in  the  name  of  of  November  last,  against  adding  the  like 
those  who  do  adhere  to  this  my  protest,  that  clause : After  some  further  discourse  thereon, 
r voting  and  agreeing  to  the  first  clause  of  it  was  agreed, 4 That  the  same  should  be  put  to 
• XVth  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  Union,  does  the  vote,  and  that  the  members  votes  be  marked 
ways  infer  any  manner  of  consent  or  agree-  and  the  list  of  their  names,  as  they  should  vote, 
*nt,  that  Scotland  should  be  liable  to  the  be  printed  and  recorded,  as  usual/ 
iglish  debts  in  general : but  that  it  may  be  Then  the  vote  was  put.  Whether  it  was  entire 
tful  to  object  against  any  branch  of  the  said  to  add  the  clause,  or  not  ? And  it  carried,  Not ; 
bt  not  already  determined/*  And  he  took  and  so  it  was  approved  of. 
iiruments  upon  it,  and  adhered  thereunto.  The  Scotch  par! lament,  on  the  2d  of  January, 
Then  the  vote  was  put  First  or  Second,  and  passed  an  Act  for  adjourning  the  session  or 
was  carried  First.  Thereafter  it  was  put  to  terra  one  month  longer ; and  then  proceed  on 
: vote,  Approve  of  the  first  clause  or  paragraph  the  XIXth  Article,  to  the  first  clause  whereof 
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they  agreed  with  a stipulation,  that  the  lords  of 
the  session  should,  for  the  future,  betaken  from 
among  the  advocates  and  writers  to  the  signet 
(which  was  carried  by  thirteen  votes  only)  and 
□one  to  he  deemed  capable,  that  had  not  prac- 
tised the  law  at  least  five  years  for  the  former. 

The  next  day,  a motion  was  made  for  an  ad- 
ditional clause,  in  relation  to  the  qualifications 
of  writers,  viz.  * With  this  provision,  th.it  no 
writer  to  the  signet  be  capable  to  be  admitted 
lord  of  the  session,  unless  he  undergo  a private 
and  public  trial  in  the  civil  law  beiore  the  fa- 
culty of  advocates,  and  be  found  by  them  qua- 
lified for  the  above-said  office,  two  years  before  j 
they  shall  be  named  to  be  a lord  of  the  session. 
After  reasoning,  the  vote  was  stated,  Add  or 
□ot ; but  before  voting,  it  was  moved,  that  the 
qualifications  made,  or  to  be  made  for  capaci- 
tating persons  to  be  nntned  ordinary  lords  of 
the  sessions,  shall  be  alterable  by  the  parlia- 
ment of  Great  Rritain;  and  after  debate,  it 
was  put  to  the  vote,  and  carried  Alterable,  by 
sixty.’  Then  the  vote  was  put,  to  add  the 
clause  about  the  qualification  of  w riters,  and  it 
was  carried,  Add.  The  other  clauses  of  the 
XIXth  Article  being  read,  and  debated,  the 
whole,  as  amended,  was  approved. 

The  4th  was  spent  in  private  affairs;  for 
which,  the  lord  chancellor,  by  order  of  the  high 
commissioner,  acquainted  the  house,  that  two 
other  days  should  be  appointed  in  this  ses- 
sion. 

On  the  6th,  the  XXtlj  Article,  with  the  ad- 
dition of  the  word  Superiorities,  and  the  21st, 
without  any  amendment,  were  approved;  and 
the  next  day  the  XXlld  Article  was  read; 
and  afterwards,  the  first  paragraph  in  relation 
to  the  number  of  representatives  for  Scotland 
in  the  parliament  ot  Great  Britain,  was  read 
over  again.  After  a long  debate  a Vote  was 
stated,  Approve  of  the  first  paragraph  of  the 
said  Article  or  not ; but  before  voting  it  was 
agreed,  that  the  names  of  the  members  as  they 
voted  should  be  printed  aud  recorded;  and 
George  Lockhart  of  Carnwarth,  duke  of  Athol, 
earl  of  Buchan,  earl  of  Errol,  carl  Mnrischal, 
and  Walter  Stewart,  for  the  town  of  Linlith- 
gow, gave  in  six  several  Protests,  and  took  in- 
struments thereof  separately.  Then  the  vote 
was  put.  Approve  of  the  first  paragraph  of  the 
XXlld  Article,  or  not,  and  it  was  carried,  Ap- 
prove, by  forty.  The  second  paragraph  of  the 
said  Article,  about  the  calling  the  representa- 
tives from  Scotland  to  the  parliament  of  Great 
Britain,  beginning  thus,  (‘  And  that  when  her 
* majesty,  &c.’)  and  ending  thus,  (‘  That  the 
4 names  of  the  persons  so  summoned,  and 
4 elected,  shall  be  returned  by  the  privy  council 
4 of  Scotland,  into  the  court  from  whence  the 
4 said  writ  did  issue,)  was  again  read;'  and 
after  some  debate,  an  amendment  was  offered 
to  be  added,  after  these  words,  (according  to 
the  agreement  in  this  Treaty)  viz.  * In  such 
4 manner,  as  by  a subsequent  parliament  act, 

4 of  this  present  session  of  the  parliament  of 
4 Scotland,  shall  be  settled,  which  is  hereby 
4 declared  to  be  also  voted,  as  a part  of,  and 
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4 engrossed  in  this  Treaty  ;*  mid  suer  forth" 
reasoning,  it  was  moved,  that  tie  kit  -m 
mauner  of  choosing  the  represents! ito  u 
Scotland,  to  the  parliament  of  Great  Bna.. 
should  be  determined ; and  that  a clause  k> 
that  purpose  be  engrossed  in  tius  Article- 
After  debate  the  vote  was  stated,  Appronc 
the  second  paragraph  of  the  XXlld  Artirit, 
us  amended  by  the  above  additional  da», 
vea  or  not ; whereupon  it  being  mated,  fc* 
delay  the  said  vote  tiJl  next  sitting  of  paia* 
ment,  u previous  vote  was  stated,  rroctei.  t 
delay  ; and  it  was  carried,  Proceed.  Tan  it 
was  put  to  the  vote,  Approve  of  the  s«i*- 
cond  paragraph  of  the  XXlld  Article  *iti»ne 
amendment  in  the  additional  clause  store  s- 
serted,  or  not.  The  clause  with  the  lined* 
merits  being  again  read,  the  earl  of  Aberran 
gave  in  a Protest,  and  took  instrument!  theft* 
upon.  At  last,  the  vote  was  put,  Approve • 
not,  and  it  was  carried.  Approve. 

On  the  8th  it  was  moved,  that  the  four  ^ 
te-ts  given  in  the  former  sitting  by  ike  due  a 
Athol,  earl  of  Buchan,  George  Lxkhat  & 
Carnwarth,  and  Walter  Stewart,  ought  art  * 
be  inserted  in  the  minutes,  nor  printed; 
after  some  reasoning  the  carl  of  Mircfct-a: 
gave  in  a protestation  against  the  said  ►* 
Protests,  took  instruments  thereupon,  and  tit 
lord  chancellor,  the  marquiss  of  Xlontrussftt- 
sident  of  the  couucil,  the  duke  of  AigvJt,  d* 
marquises  of  Tweed.ile  and  Lothian,  an!  o* 
of  the  well-affected  to  the  Union,  «dhs* 
thereto.  The  next  day  the  lord  Bskwra? 
gave  in  a Protestation  against  that  of  there- 
of Marchmout,  took  instruments  thettflV* 
and  the  duke  of  Hamilton  and  his  party  in- 
hered to  the  same.  After  some  further  debate 
it  was  agreed,  that  none  of  the  said  prated 
should  be  inserted  at  ieugth,  in  the  minotA  >•' 
printed  : but  that  they  should  1*  ail  au*® 
in  the  records  of  parliament. 

Then  the  third  paragraph  of  the  XXlld  to 
tide,  beginning,  viz.  1 And  that  if  her  auiest- 
| on,  or  before  the  first  day  of  May  oeit,’ 
and  endiug  thus,  viz.  ‘ And  that  the  parkas*^ 

! may  continue  for  such  time  only,  as  the  pr**51 
parliament  of  England  might  have 
if  the  Union  of  the  two  kingdoms  had  eot&t® 
made,  unless  sooner  dissolved  by  her 
was  read  : and  after  reasoning  thereon,  rf*15 
moved,  to  add  the  following  dan*e,  vii- 
that  the  said  parliament  of  Great  Britain***1, 
meet,  and  sit,  once  in  three  years, 
that  part  of  Great  Britaiu  now  called  $cotb»* 
After  further  debate,  there  were  two  st*t*» 
the  vote  offered,  the  first.  Approve  of  the  tkrc 
paragraph  of  the  XXlld  Article  or  wt; 
the  second,  Add  the  above  clause  or  not, 
the  vote  being  put,  first  or  second,  it  ca;‘ 
ried  First : Afterwards  the  vote  w.tspu*» 
prove  of  the  third  paragraph  of  the  ^ -*nr 
cle,  or  not,  and  it  was  corned,  A p prow-  TV 
tire  rest  of  the  said  Article  was  read,  and 
some  reasoning,,  and  nailing  of  the  oath?  ® 
which  it  related,  an  overture  gi**®  10  [ 
an  additional  clause,  for  explaining  the 


xxvii]  APPENDIX,  N*  I. — 

imitation;  mentioned  in  the  oath  appointed  to 
■ taken  by  stut.  13.  William  3,  ch.  6.  a*  also 
» overture  for  exempting  persons  in  any  office 
employment  in  Scotland,  from  taking  the 
th  of  abjuration  mentioned  in  the  said  Arti- 
e.  A third  overture  was  given  in  fora  clause, 
iat  so  long  as  the  act  appointing  the  sacra- 
ental  test,  shall  continue  in  force  in  England, 

I persons  in  public  trust  within  the  limits  of 
rollnnd,  shrill  swear,  and  sign  u formula 
•reto  subjoined,  in  manner,  and  under  the 
mlty  therein  mentioned.  After  reading  the 
id  three  overtures,  aud  reasoning  thereon,  a 
de  was  stated,  Approve  of  tile  XX I Id  Article 
Union  as  explained,  or  not.  But  before 
ding  it  was  agreed,  that  notwithstanding  of 
c said  vote,  and  that  the  Article  should 
ereby  be  approved,  it  should  nevertheless  be 
ilire  and  free  afterwards,  to  the  parliament 
“give  i heir  sentiments  thereon.  And  it  being 
ereupon  moved  to  delay  the  vote  for  approv 
g the  Article  till  next  sitting,  a previous  vote 
as  stated,  Proceed,  or  Delay,  and  it  was  car- 
ed Proceed.  Then  the  vote  was  put,  Approve 
ie  XXIId  Article  as  explained,  or  not,  and  it 
as  carried  Approve. 

On  the  10ti»,  after  reading  the  Address  of 
erth  against  an  Union,  in  the  terms  of  the 
rtic!e«,  the  overture  for  exempting  persons  in 
ny  office  or  employment  in  Scotlund,  from 
• king  the  oath  of  abjuration  mentioned  in  the 
Mid  Article  of  the  Union,  was  again  read, 
id  after  some  reasoning  thereon,  the  overture 
as  dropped.  Then  the  overture  for  an  ad- 
itional  clause  to  the  said  XXIId  Article,  for 
xphining  the  word  ‘ limitation, * mentioned  in 
ie  oath  appointed  to  be  taken  by  13  William  3, 
*p.  6,  was  again  read,  viz.  * Like  as  it  is  de- 
<*red,  that  by  the  word  limitation,  in  tiic  oath 
icntioued  in  the  above  Article,  is  only  under- 
ood, entail  of  the  succession,  and  not  the 
onditious  of  government  upon  the  succe*sor  ; 
ud  that  all  persons  of  Scotland,  who  may  be 
able  to  take  the  said  oath,  swear  it  in  that 
Mne  only/  And,  after  reasoning  thereon,  the 
ate  was  put.  Add  the  said  clause,  or  Not,  and 
was  carried,  Not.  Then  the  third  overture 
a clause  to  he  added  to  the  said  XXIId 
irticle  mentioned  in  the  minutes  of  the  last 
uing,  was  again  read  in  these  terms,  * And 
inher,  it  is  agreed,  that  so  long  as  that  part 
f the  second  act,  Anno  55  Ch.  2,  appointing 
sacramental  test,  shall  stand,  and  continue 
} force  in  England,  all  persons  in  public  trust, 
ivil  or  military,  within  the  limits  of  Scotland, 
Uall  swear  and  sign  the  formula  under* written, 
'•thin  six  months  after  the  commencement  of 
he  Union  : and  alt  who  shall  be  admitted  to  { 
ay  public  trust  thereafter,  shall,  before  the 
xercising  their  said  office  of  trust,  swear  and 
ibscribc  the  same,  to  he  administered  by  the 
,fds  of  th*,*  privy  council,  or  any  one  of 
hem,  tinder  the  like  penalties  and  disabilities, 

' provided  by  the  fore-said  act  made  in 
he  parliament  of  England.  Here  follows  the 
or  mu  la.  * 1 A.  B.  do  sincerely  nnd  solemnly 
eciare,  in  the  presence  of  God,  that  I own 
^ VI.— • Appendix, 
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the  Presbyterian  government  of  the  church, 
as  by  law  established  in  Scotland,  to  be  a 
lawful  government  of  the  church  ; and  that  I 
shall  never,  directly  nor  indirectly,  endeavour 
the  subversion  thereof,  nor  any  alteration  in 
the  worship,  discipline,  or  government  of  the 
said  church,  os  by  law  established  : so  help  me 
God.*  After  reasoning  thereon,  the  vote  was 
put,  Add  the  clause,  or  Not ; and  it  was  carried 
Nut,  by  a majority  of  thirty-five  v oices.  Then 
the  XXI I Id  Aiticle  of  Union  was  read,  and 
after  reasoning  thereon,  the  further  debate  was 
adjourned  till  the  13th,  when  an  overture  was 
given  in,  for  adding  a clause  thereto  in  these 
terms,  with  this  express  provision, 1 That  none 
of  the  peers  of  Scotland  should  have  personal 
protection  within  Scotlund,  for  anv  debt  owing 
before  the  commencement  of  the  Union.*  A* 
also  nnother  overture  for  adding  a clause,  in 
these  terms,  * That  all  the  peers  of  that  part  of 
Great  Britain  now  called  Scotland,  qualified 
according  to  law,  shall,  after  the  Union,  have 
right  to  sit  covered  in  the  house  of  peers  of 
Great  Britain,  notwithstanding  that  the  right 
to  give  vote  therein  belongs  only  to  the  suit! 
sixteen  peers,  who  are  to  be  summoned  in  the 
manner  appointed  by  the  preceding  Article/ 
After  reasoning  upon  the  said  two  overtures, 
and  upon  two  separate  motions,  the  first  in  re- 
lation to  allowing  all  the  peers  of  Scotland  to 
sit  upon  the  trial  of  the  peers  of  Britain  ; and 
the  other  in  relation  to  their  precedency  ac- 
cording to  their  patents ; the  vine  was  stated 
in  these  terms,  Approve  the  XX Hid  Article 
of  Union,  or  Alter,  reserving  entire  the  consi- 
deration of  the  above  two  overtures,  and  whe- 
ther the  same  shall  be  added  to  the  Article, 
and  it  was  carried,  Approve.  Then  the  first 
overture  for  the  clause,  in  relation  to  personal 
protection  was  again  read;  and  alter  debate, 
it  was  put  to  the  vote,  Add  the  clause,  or  Not ; 
and  it  was  carried,  Not.  Afterwards  the  se- 
cond overture,  or  a clause  in  relation  to  all  the 
peers  of  Scotland,  their  silting  covered  in  the 
house  of  peers  of  Great  Britain,  was  again  read, 
and  after  reasoning,  the  vote  was  put,  Add  the 
clause,  or  Not,  and  it  was  carried,  Not. 

On  the  14th  the  XXIVth  Article  was  read, 
whereupon  a memorial  was  given  Irum  Lyon 
king  of  arms,  in  relation  to  his  precedency, 
which  being  read,  after  reasoning  it  was  moved, 
that  the  rank  ami  precedency  ot  Lyon  king  of 
arms,  be  left  to  her  majesty,  and  uext  to  tnes* 
words,  in  the  suid  Article,  viz.  (And  that  the 
quartering  the  arms)  these  other  words,  viz.* 
‘ And  the  rank  and  precedency  of  Lyon  king  of 
arms  of  the  kingdom  of  Scotland,'  be  added. 
And  it  being  also  moved,  that  h:s  rank  should 
be  likewise  insert*  d iu  the  said  Article,  to  bo 
immediately  next  after  Garter  principal  king 
of  arms  in  England  : after  debate,  it  was  put  to 
the  vote,  Add  the  above  words,  that  the  rank 
and  precedency  be  left  to  her  Majesty  or  In- 
sert the  rank  nnd  precedency,  and  it  whs  cur- 
ried,The  words ; which  being  accordingly  added, 
there  was  another  clause  offered  to  be  added, 
to  the  XXIVth  Article,  viz.  * And  that  lh« 

(Mj 


clzxix]  APPENDIX,  N*  I. 

crown,  scepter  and  sword  of  state,  records  of 
parliament,  and  ail  other  records,  rolls  and  re- 
gisters whatsoever,  both  public  and  private,  ge- 
neral and  particular,  and  warrants  thereof, 
continue  to  be  kept,  as  they  are,  in  that  part  of 
the  united  kingdom,  now  called  Scotland,  and 
that  thev  shall  so  remain  in  times  coming,  not- 
withstanding the  Union.*  Which  being  read, 
the  same  was  agreed  to  be  added,  and  was  ac- 
cordinglvsubjoined.and  the  Article, as  amended, 
read  over.  Then  the  vote  was  put,  Approve  of 
the  said  XXIVth  Article,  as  amended,  or  Not, 
and  it  was  carried  Approve.  The  XXVth  Ar- 
ticle of  Union  being  read:  after  reasouing 
thereon,  the  vote  was  put,  Approve  of  the 
XXVth  Article,  or  Not,  and  it  was  carried  Ap- 
prove. 

Act  of  Ratification  read.]  Next  day  the 
draught  of  an  Act,  ratifying  and  approving  the 
Treaty  of  Union  of  the  two  kingdoms  of  Scotland 
and  England,was  given  in,  and  offered  to  be  read ; 
whereupon  it  was  moved,  that  the  parliament 
should  first  proceed,  to  the  constitution  of  the 
manner  of  electing  the  representatives  for  Scot- 
land to  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  and 
cither  now  to  determine  that  matter,  or  to  ap- 
point a day  for  that  end.  After  debate  the 
vote  was  stated, 1 Proceed  to  the  Ratification 
of  the  Treaty  of  Union,  and  Act  for  Security  of 
the  Protestant  religion,  and  Presbyterian 
church  government,  or  to  the  constitution  of 
the  manner  of  electing  the  representatives  for 
Scotland  to  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  :* 
but  before  voting,  it  was  agreed,  that  in  case 
it  should  he  carried  to  proceed  to  the  Ratifica- 
tion, the  parliament  would  immediately,  after 
passing  the  Act  of  Ratification,  proceed  to  the 
constitution  of  the  manner  of  electing  the  repre- 
sentatives for  Scotland.  Then  the  vote  was  put, 
Proceed  to  the  Ratification  or  Constitution, 
and  it  was  carried  Ratification:  after  which 
the  draught  of  the  Act,  ratifying,  approving, 
and  at  length,  narrating  the  Articles  of  Union, 
as  enlarged,  explained  and  amended,  and  the 
Act  for  Security  of  the  Protestant  Religion, 
and  Presbyterian  Church-government  w as  read ; 
and  after  some  discourse,  a first  reading  marked 
thereon. 

Act  for  Security  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
Government  passed.]  On  the'  10th,  the  said 
Act  was  read  a second  time;  and  then  the 
Act  for  Security  of  the  Protestant  Religion, 
and  Presbyterian  Church  government,  inserted 
in,  and  ratified  by  that  Act,  was  touched  with 
« the  royal  sceptre,  by  the  Lord  High  Commis- 
sioner. 

Representation , $c.  of  the  Church  of  Scot - 
land.]  Immediately  after  this,  the  following 
Representation  and  Petition  were  presented  to 
the  House  : 

The  Representation  and  Petition  of  the 
Commission  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  National  Church  of  Scotland,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House : 

u Humbly  shewing;  That  we, considering  the 
(rust  reposed  in  us  by  the  late  General  As- 
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sembly,  find  it  our  duty  to  lay  before  vow 
grace  and  lordships,  wlieu,  as  we  are  mfomed, 
you  are  about  the  passing  of  an  Act  oiRatri- 
cation  of  the  Articles  of  the  Treaty  of  liana 
betwixt  the  two  kingdoms  of  Scotland  aoi 
England,  which  contains  these  following  wonfe; 
Declaring  nevertheless,  that  the  pwUsect  « 
England  may  provide  for  the  Security  of  c* 
Church  of  England,  as  they  shall  think  expe- 
dient, to  take  place  w ithin  the  bounfc  of  the 
said  kingdom  of  England,  and  not  deropoai 
from  the  security  above  provided,  forestall- 
ing the  Church  of  Scotland  within  the 
of  this  kingdom,  which  shall  not  sospeud  or  ae- 
rugate  from  the  force  and  effect  of  this  prtxa 
ratification,  but  shall  be  understood  as  hen 
included,  without  any  necessity  of  any 
ratification  in  the  parliament  of  Serti»d: 
which  clause  seems  to  us,  not  only  to  K x 
blank,  pot,  with  vour  grace  and  lordship  s «> 
sent,  in  the  hand*  of  the  parliament  of  Ire- 
land, to  enact  what  they  shall  think  fit,  tor  se- 
curing the  hierarchy  and  ceremonies  of  tie-* 
Church ; but  ab»o  a consent  that  it  beau  Ar- 
ticle and  fundamental  of  the  Union;  wick 
as  it  is  contained  in  your  ratification  caraa 
but  imply  a manifest  homologation.— We  » 
therefore  humbly  beseech  your  pvt  aid 
lordships,  that  there  he  no  such  stipuUncv 
consent  for  the  establishment  of  that  hierardy 
and  ceremonies,  ns  you  would  notinrohtyoKt* 
selves  ami  this  nation  in  guilt,  and  as  too  cos- 
suit  the  pence  and  quiet  of  this  nation,  botkn 
church  and  state.  VVe  pray,  that  God  u*j 
bless  und  preserve  our  gracious  queen,  and  *■ 
rect  your  grace  and  lordships  in  this,  sai  d 
the  great  and  momentous  affairs,  winch  art,  c 
may  be  before  you.*  ” 

Signed  in  the  name,  in  the  presence,  and * 
the  appointment  of  the  commission  uni* 
late  General  Assembly,  by 

Sic  Subscribilur 

Will.  Wishabt,  Modenw- 

The  Act  of  Ratification  passed.]  After  m- 
soiling  upon  the  Act  nod  Itepresenumok 
vote  was  stated,  Approve  the  act,  or  not  h* 
before  voting,  it  was  agreed,  that  the  wt«s  w 
marked,  nnd  the  chancellor  allowed  wh 
marked,  as  an  approver.  At  the 
the  duke  of  Douglas  gave  in  a protests^0* 
his  privilege  of  the  first  vote  in  psrlun*^ 
and  took  instruments  thereon;  and  the dake 
of  Hamilton  gave  in  also  a protestation  too* 
contrary.  Then  the  vote  was  put,  Approve 
the  act,  ratifying  and  approving  the  Tie*.10 
Union  of  the  two  kingdoms  of  Scotland  2 03 
England,  Yea  or  Not ; and  it  was  earned,  Af* 
prove,  by  a majority  of  110  voices,  sga®11 
and  then  the  act  was  touched  with  the  toy* 
scepter  by  her  majesty’s  lugb  coroonxvoic. » 
the  usual  manner. 

The  next  business  the  Scotch 
went  upon,  wfis  the  preparing  an  act  f®r 
settling  the  manner  of  electing  the 
peers,  and  forty-five  commoners,  torn*** 

Scotland  in  the  parliament  of  Great  Bnn** 
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hich  was  debated  in  the  sittings  of  the  20ib,  nobleman  500/.  sterling,  each  baron  300 1.  and 
1st,  22d,  34th,  37th,  28th,  29tb,  and  31st  each  borough  9001.  and  the  expeuce  vrasde- 
istant.  clnred  to  be  a public  debt,  and  referred  to  a 

The  Manner  of  electing  Representation  irf  committee  to  slate  the  same  as  such. 

■Olland  settled.]  On  the  SSd,  an  overture  The  Parliament  of  Scotland  adjourned.] 
dating  to  the  ways  of  electing  the  represent*-  The  remainder  of  the  session  was  spent,  among 
ves  for  Scotland,  to  the  parliament  of  Great  other  affairs,  in  examining  the  accounts  of  the 
ritain,  was  read.  And  alter  reasoning  there-  African  and  Indian  company,  and  providing 
a,  the  vote  was  put,  Whether  the  16  peers,  for  the  due  application  of  the  equivalent.  In 
bo  were  to  be  representatives  for  Scotland,  disposing  of  tins  sum,  great  partialities  appcar- 
i the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  should  be  ed,  which  were  much  complained  of,  but  (hero 
ut  by  flotation  or  Election;  and  it  was  car-  was  not  strength  to  oppose  them.  The  rat- 
ed, by  Election.  Then  it  was  moved,  that  it  nistry,  and  those  who  depended  on  (hem, 
- considered,  what  way  the  election  should  moved  for  very  extravagnut  allowances  to 
;,  whether  by  balloting,  or  by  an  open  elec-  those  who  had  been  employed  in  this  last,  and 
on  : and  after  debate  thereon,  the  vole  was  in  the  former  Treaty : and  they  made  large  al- 
ut,  W hether  it  shall  be  by  Open  Election,  or  lotmenis  of  some  public  debts,  that  were  com- 
alloting;  and  it  was  carried,  by  Open  Electiou.  plained  of  ns  unreasonable  and  unjust;  by 
he  24th  it  was  debated  what  proportions  the  which  a great  part  of  the  sum  was  diverted 
■ires  and  boroughs  should  have,  of  the  45  from  answering  the  end  for  which  it  was  given, 
embers  that  were  to  sit  in  the  House  of  Com-  This  was  much  opposed  by  the  Squadrone; 
■oils  of  Great  Britain.  And  it  being  pro-  but  as  the  ministers  promoted  it,  and  those 
»ed,  that  30  should  be  the  number  for  the  who  were  to  get  by  it,  made  all  the  interest 
ures,  and  15  the  number  for  the  boroughs,  it  they  could  to  obtain  it  (some  few  of  them  only 
as  put  to  the  vote,  and  carried  Approve.  excepted,  who,  as  became  generous  patriots, 

The  29th,  a vote  was  put,  if  ibe  burgh  of  shewed  more  regard  to  the  public,  than  to 
dmburgh,  by  itself,  should  have  one  repre-  their  private  ends)  so  those  who  bad  opposed 
intative  or  not,  and  it  was  carried.  One  Then  the  Union,  were  not  ill  pleased  to  see  this  sum 
scheme  dividing  the  burghs  into  15  districts,  so  misapplied  : hoping,  by  that  means,  iliac 
ach  of  which  districts  was  to  have  one  repre-  the  aversion  which  they  endeavoured  to  infuse 
‘ntative,  was  given  in,  undread  as  follows:  into  the  nation  against  the  Union,  would  be 

he  hurghs  of  Xirkwal,  Week,  Oornock,  Ling-  much  increased  ; therefore  they  let  every  thing 
al,  and  Tain,  one ; Fortress,  Inverness,  N airn  go  as  the  ministers  proposed,  to  the  great  grief 
nd  Forres,  one;  Elgin,  Cullen,  Banff,  love-  of  ihose  who  wished  well  to  the  public, 
iry  and  Kiuuire,  one;  Aberdeen,  Bervie,  Mar.  25.  The  business  of  the  session  being 
lontresa,  Aberbrothock  and  Breichin,  one;  ended,  the  High  Commissioner  went  to  tba 
ort'ar,  Perth,  Dundee,  Cowper  and  St.  An-  Parliament  bouse  in  great  solemnity,  being 
rews,  oue ; Cryil,  Kilreauv,  Anstruthers  attended  by  the  whole  troop  of  life-guards, 
ister  and  wester,  and  Pitenween,  one:  Dy-  and  all  the  nobility  and  gentry  in  their  coaches, 
ut,  Kirkaldy,  Kinghorne  aud  Bruut  island,  and,  having  touched  with  the  royal  scfpter 
ne;  Inverkcath,  Dunfferling,  Queen's-lerry,  several  acts,  made  the  following  speech  to  the 
ulross  and  Sterling,  one ; Glascow.  Renfrew,  parliament: 

utherglen  and  Dumbarton,  one ; Edinburgh,  “ My  lords  and  gentlemen ; The  public 
ae ; Haddington,  Nortb-Berwick,  Dunbar,  business  of  this  session  beiog  now  over,  it  is 
auder  and  Jedburgh,  one;  Selkirk,  Pebles,  full  time  to  put  an  end  to  it.  1 am  persuaded, 
mlithgow-  and  Lanark,  one ; Dumfries,  San-  that  we  and  our  posterity  will  reap  tlie  benefit 
huar,  Anan,  Lockmohan  and  Kircubright,nne;  of  the  Union  of  the  two  kingdoms;  and  I 
‘igtoun,  New-Gnlloway,  Whithorn  nnd  Si  ran-  doubt  not,  but,  as  this  parliament  has  had  the 
‘wen,  one  ; Aire,  Irwin,  ttotbsey,  Cambleton  honour  to  conclude  it,  you  will,  in  your  several 
ad  luverury,  one.  stations,  recommend  to  the  people  of  this  na- 

Scotch  Cum;. nu, inert,  t;(.  voted  their  Ex-  Uon  a grateful  sense  of  her  majesty’s  goodness 
wees.]  This  Vote  being  put,  the  scheme  was  and  great  care  for  the  welfare  of  her  subjects, 
arrifd,  and  the  parliament,  on  the  last  of  this  in  bringing  this  important  affair  to  perfection  ; 
lonth,  took  into  consideration  a motion  for  and  that  you  will  promote  an  universal  desire 
llowing  the  expence  to  the  commissioners  in  this  kingdom,  to  become  one  in  heart  and 
ir  the  Union,  and  it  wns  resolved,  that  each  affections,  as  we  nre  inseparably  joined  in  in* 
ubleman  concerned  should  have  12,0007.  terest  with  our  neighbour  nation.— My  lords 
cots,  and  every  other  commissioner  6,000/. ; and  gentlemen,  I have  a very  deep  sense  of 
heir  secretary  4,800/.  the  three  accomptants  the  assistance  and  respect  1 have  met  with  from 
,400/.  each,  out  of  the  equivalent,  pari  passu,  you  in  this  session  of  parliament ; and  I shall 
‘ith  public  debts,  after  the  African  company  ; omit  no  occasion  of  shewing,  to  the  utmost  of 
‘ut  hefore  voting,  the  votes  were  ordered  to  mv  power,  the  gratelul  remembrance  I have 
* primed,  and  tli'e  lord  Archibald  Campbel,  of  it.” 

hen  nude  esrl  of  Isla,  was  allowed  Ins  ex-  The  parliament  being  adjourned  to  the  22d 
‘cnees  as  a nohleinan:  It  was  also  carried  that  of  April,  the  duke  returned  to  the  queen’s  pu- 
be  commissioners  for  the  Treaty  in  1702,  lace  in  the  same  solemnity  as  he  went  to  the 
hould  be  allowed  for  their  cxpenccs,  each  house,  and  gave  a splendid  entertainment  to 
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the  nobility  nnd  gentry.  The  day  before,  the 
draught  of  a Letter  from  the  parliament  to  the 
queen  was  brought  in,  voted  und  approved  ; 
and,  the  duke  having  thus  happily  concluded 
this  session,  and  surmounted  all  the  dithculties 
which  he  met  with,  he  set  our,  a few  days  after, 
for  London,  w here  he  arrived  the  16thof  April, 


being  met  several  miles  out  of  town  bra ac 
noblemen  and  gentlemen  in  tlieir  ondah 
the  number  of  above  forty,  aud  bjnrvfsr! 
hundred  persons  on  horse-back.  He 
morning  he  waited  upon  the  queen  & So- 
sington,  where  he  was  very  graciously  ream 


N°  II. 

Act  ratifying  a.nd  approving  the  Treaty  of  the  two  Kingdoms  it) 
Scotland  and  England. 


The  following  is  an  exact  Copy  of  the  Act  of  notification  rf  the  Treaty  qf  tsia,  e 
it  was  foisted  in  the  Parliament  of  Scotland,  with  the  Exemplification  I krai  fix 
England,  as  u stands  recorded  in  Scotland,  by  order  oj  the  Parliasneu  um. 


A.  D.  1707. 

The  Estates  of  Parliament  considering, 
that  Articles  of  Union  of  the  kingdoms  of 
Scotland  and  England,  were  agreed  on  the 
twenty-second  of  July,  1706,  hv  the  Commis- 
sioners nominated  on  behall  of  this  kingdom, 
tinder  her  majesty’s  great  seal  of  Scotland, 
bearing  date  the  27ili  of  February  last  past,  in 
pursuance  oi  the  fourth  act  of  the  third  session 
of  this  parliament,  and  the  commissioners  no- 
minated on  behalf  of  the  kingdom  of  E'ngland, 
under  her  majesty’s  great  seal  of  England, 
bearing  date  at  Westminster  the  10th  day  of 
April  last  past,  in  pursuance  of  r.n  act  of  parlia- 
ment made  in  Eaigland  the  3rd  year  of  her 
majesty’s  reign,  to  treat  of  nnd  concerning  an 
Union  of  the  said  kingdoms;  which  Articles 
were,  in  all  humility,  presented  to  her  majesty, 
upon  the  (23d  of  the  said  month  of  July,  and 
were  recommended  10  this  parliament  by  her 
majesty's  royal  letter  of  the  date  the  31st  day  of 
July,  1706;  and  that  the  said  estates  of  parlia- 
ment have  agreed  to,  and  approved  of  the  said 
Articles  of  Union,  with  some  additions  and 
explanations,  as  is  continued  in  the  Articles 
hereafter  insert.  And  sickhke,  her  majesty, 
'with  advice  and  consent  of  the  estates  of  par- 
Jimnent,  resolving  to  establish  the  Protestant 
religion  nnd  Presbyterian  church  government 
.within  this  kingdom,  has  past  in  this  session  of 
parliament  an  act,  intituled,  Act  for  securing  of 
the  Protestant  religion  and  Presbyterian  church 
government,  which,  by  t he  tenor  thereof,  is  ap- 
pointed to  be  insert  in  any  act  ratifying  the 
Treaty,  and  expressly  declared  to  be  a funda- 
mental and  essential  condition  of  the  said 
Treaty  of  Union  in  ail  time  coming.  There- 
fore, her  majesty,  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  cstatesirf  parliament,  m fortification  of  the 
appro  bati  >11  oft  he  Articles  as  above-mentioned, 
and  for  - heir  further  mid  better  establishment 
of  the  same,  upon  full  and  mature  deliberation 
upon  the  fore  si  1 id  Ariclesof  Union,  nnd  art  of 
purliuiiunt.  doth  ratify,  approve,  and  confirm 
the  same,  with  the  additions  and  explanations 


contained  in  the  said  Articles,  in  mionr.  » 
under  the  provisions  after  mentioned,* fee* 
the  tenor  follows. 

I.  Article,  That  the  two  kingdoms 
land  and  England  shall,  upon  ibe  W**.1- 
May  next  ensuing  the  date  hereof,  and  w <* 
after,  he  united  into  one  kingdom  bjtkew* 
of  Great  Britain,  and  that  the  er*si£ii« ■**** 
of  the  said  United  Kingdom  he  such  a k 
majesty  shall  appoint,  and  the  Ciwks  d * 
Andrew  and  St.  George  be  coejomedtt*5 
manuer  as  ber  majesty  shall  dunk  fit, aides* 
in  all  IWgs  banners,  standards,  and  t&p* 
both  at  sea  und  land. 

II.  That  the  succession  to  the  aottidyc 
the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  and  t * 
dominions  thereunto  belonging,  alter  be  • 0 
sacred  majesty,  and  in  deiault  of  tfe***'** 
majesty,  be,  remain  and  continue  to 
celicnt  Princess  Sophia,  eiectoress  and  fit* -i:' 
dowager  of  Hanover,  and  the  heirs  ot  ber 
being  Protestants,  upon  whom  the  cro*5  u 
England  is  settled  by  an  act  of  park***- 
made  in  England,  in  the  12lh  jeatolikitt1 
of  his  lute  majesty  king  William  3.  WXP^ 
An  act  for  the  further  limitation  of  it* 
and  better  securing  the  rights  and  iiltfrt*50*** 
subject : and  that  all  papists  aod  pet#**-* 
rymg  papists,  shall  be  excluded  tVuiD, 
ever  incapable  to  inherit,  possess,  <* * 
Imperial  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  ssdh* 
minions  thereunto  belonging,  or  any  I***  ^ 
of;  nnd  in  every  such  case,  the  crow® 
vernniem  shall,  from  tune  to  lane,  dnf®"u* 
and  be  enjoyed  by  such  person,  btu*  * f 0 
tant,  as  should  have  inherited  and 
same,  in  case  such  papist,  or  person  n»iny« 
papist,  was  naturally  dead,  aca»nh°*  * 
provision  for  the  descent  of  the  Cwrt  " - 
land,  made  by  another  act  of  prinfl*B‘ ^ 
England,  111  the  1st  year  of  the 

late  majesties  king  William  and  qu^B  "' 
intituled,  An  act  declaring  the  right* a0(3  i&' 
ties  of  the  sutject,  and  settling  the  s«ccc^ 
of  the  crown. 
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III.  That  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
rituin  be  represented  by  one  and  the  same 
irliaineut,  to  be  styled  the  parliament  of 
real  Britain. 

IV.  That  all  the  subjects  of  the  United 
inedom  of  Great  Britain  snail,  from  and  after 
e Union,  have  full  freedom  and  intercourse 

trade  ami  navigation,  to  and  from  any  port 
‘ place  within  the  said  United  Kingdom,  and 
le  nonunions  and  plantations  thereunto  he- 
n£lnK»  und  that  theie  be  a communicaiion  of 
1 oilier  rights,  privileges  und  advantages, 
Inch  do  or  may  belong  to  the  subjects  of 
ther  kingdom,  except  where  it  is  otherwise 
tpressly  agreed  in  these  Articles. 

V.  That  ail  ships,  or  ve-sels,  belonging  to 
er  majesty's  subjects  of  Son  land,  at  the  time 
\ ratifying  the  Treaty  of  Union  of  the  two 
ingdoms  in  the  parliament  of  Scotland,  though 
>reign  built,  be  deemed  und  puss  as  ships  of 
ic  build  of  Great  Britain  : the  owner,  or 
here  there  are  more  owners,  one  or  more  of 
»e  owners,  withiu  12  months  after  the  1st  of 
lay  urxt,  making  oath,  that,  at  the  time  of  ra- 
llying the  Treaty  of  Union  in  the  pmhuinent 
f Scotland,  the  same  did,  in  hail  or  in  part, 
•eloug  to  him  nr  them,  or  some  other  subject 
t subjects  of  Scotland,  to  be  particularly 
tamed,  wnh  the  place  of  their  respective 
ibodes,  and  that  the  same  doth  then,  at  the 
one  of  the  said  deposition,  wholly  belong  to 
mu  or  them,  and  that  no  foreigner,  directly  or 
ndirectly,  hath  any  share,  part  or  interest 
herein  ; which  oath  shad  be  made  before  the 
duel’ officer  or  officer*  of  the  customs,  in  the 
jort  next  to  the  abode  of  the  said  owner  or 
>w tiers  ; and  the  said  officer,  or  officers,  shall 
Je  empowered  to  administer  the  said  oath  : 
md  the  said  oath  being  so  administered,  shall 
jc  attested  by  the  officer,  or  officers,  who  ad- 
mim-tertd  the  same,  and  beiiiii  registered  by 
the  said  officer  or  officers  shall  be  delivered  to 
.he  master  of  the  snip  for  security  of  her  navi- 
gation, and  the  duplicate  thereof  shall  be  trans- 
mitted by  the  said  officer  or  yfficers,  to  the 
chief  officer  or  officers  of  the  customs  in  the 
port  of  Edinburgh,  to  he  there  entered  in  a re- 
gister, ami  from  thence  to  be  sent  to  the  port  of 
London,  to  be  there  entered  in  the  general  re- 
gister of  all  trading  ships  belonging  to  Great 
Britain. 

VI.  That  all  partsof  the  United  Kingdom  for 
ever,  from  and  after  the  Union,  shall  have  the 
same  allowances,  encouragements  and  draw- 
backs, and  be  under  the  same  prohibitions,  re- 
strictions and  regulations  of  trade,  and  liable  to 
the  same  customs  and  duties  on  import  and  ex- 
port; and  i hut  the  allowance*,  encouragements 
and  drawbacks,  prohibitions,  restrictions  und 
regulations  of  trade,  and  the  customs  and  du- 
ties on  import  and  export  settled  in  England, 
when  the  Union  commences,  shall,  from  and 
after  the  Union,  take  place  throughout  the  w hole 
United  Kingdom,  excepting  and  reserving  the 
duties  upon  export  and  import  of  such  particu- 
lar commodities,  from  which  any  persons,  the 
subjects  of  either  kingdom,  are  specially  libe- 


rated and  exempted  by  their  private  rights, 
which,  after  the  Union,  are  to  remain  safe  and 
intire  to  them,  in  all  respects,  us  before  the 
same;  and  that,  from  ami  after  the  Union,  no 
Scots  cattle  carried  into  England  shall  be  lia- 
ble to  any  other  duties,  either  on  the  public  or 
private  accounts,  than  these  duties,  to  which 
the  cattle  of  Eugluud  aieor -hull  he  liable  wi  h- 
in  the  said  kingdom.  And  seeing,  by  the  laws 
of  England,  there  are  rewards  granted  upon 
tire  exportation  of  cettain  kinds  of  grain, 
wherein  oats  grinded  or  ungrinded  are  not  ex- 
pressed, that,  from  and  after  the  Union,  when 
oats  shall  be  sold  at  fifteen  shillings  sterling 
per  quarter,  or  under,  there  shall  he  paid  two 
shillings  and  sixpence  sterling  fur  every  quar- 
ter of  the  oatmeal  cxpoited  m the  terms  of  the 
law,  whereby  ai  d so  long  as  rewards  aro 
granted  for  exportation  of  other  grains,,  and 
that  the  hear  of  Scotland  hate  the  same  re- 
wards as  barley.  And  in  respect  to  the  impor- 
tation of  victual  into  Scotland,  from  any  place 
beyond  sea,  would  prove  a discouragement  to 
tillage,  therefore,  that  the  prohibition,  as  now 
in  force  by  the  law  of  Scotland,  ugainst  impor- 
tation of  victual  from  Ireland,  or  any  other 
place  beyond  sea  into  Scotland,  do,  a ter  the 
Union,  remain  in  the  same  force  as  now  it  is,  until 
more  proper  and  effectual  ways  be  provided  by 
the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  for  discourag- 
ing the  importation  of  the  said  victual  from 
beyond  sea. 

VII.  That  all  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom 
be  for  ever,  from  and  after  the  Union,  liable  to 
the  same  excises  upon  all  excKeaMe  liquors, 
excepting  only,  that  the  thirty-four  gallons 
English  barrel  of  beer  or  ale,  amounting  to 
twelve  gallons  Scots  present  measure,  sold  in 
Scotland  by  the  brewer  at  0*.  6 d.  stnlmg,  ex- 
cluding all  duties,  and  retailed,  iurlu  ting  duties 
and  the  retailer's  profit,  at  lid.  the  Sco  s pint, 
or  eight  part  of  the  Scots  galloii,  be  not, 
after  the  Union,  liuhSe.  on  account  of  the  pre- 
sent excise  upon  excisenblc  liquors  in  I’.nglund, 
to  any  higher  imposition  than  2%.  sterling  upon 
the  foresuid  thirty-four  gallons  English  barrel, 
being  twelve  gallons  the  present  Scots  mea- 
sure, and  that  the  excise  settled  in  England  on 
all  other  liquors,  when  the  Union  commences, 
take  place  throughout  the  wdiole  United  King- 
dom. 

VIII,  That  from  and  after  the  Union,  nil 
foreign  salt,  which  shall  he  impoited  into  Scot- 
land, shall  be  charged  at  ihe  importation 
there,  with  the  same  duties  as  the  like  salt  is 
now  charged  with,  being  imported  into  Eng- 
land, and  to  he  levied  and  secured  lit  the  same 
manner.  But  in  regard  the  duties  of  great 
quantit  y of  foreign  salt  imported  may  be  very 
bcAvy  on  the  merchants  importers,  that  there- 
fore all  foreign  salt  imported  into  Scotland 
shall  lie  cellared  and  locked  up  under  the  cus- 
tody of  the  merchant  importer,  and  the  officers 
employed  lor  levying  the  duties  upon  salt,  and 
that  the  merchant  may  have  what  quantities 
thereof  his  occasion  may  require,  not  under  a 
weigh  or  40  bushels  at  a tune,  giving  secu- 
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ritv  for  the  duty  of  what  quantity  he  receives,  parliament  of  Great  Britain ; and  that  ill  hi 
payable  infix  month*;  but  Scotland  shall,  for  exported  from  Scotland  to  parti4  bejoea  ik 
the  space  of  7 years  from  the  said  Union,  be  seas,  which  shall  be  cured  with  foreign  nit  see 
exempted  from  paying  in  Scotland,  for  salt,  and  without  mixture  of  Briush  or  Irish  ah, 
made  there,  the  duty  or  excise  now  payable  fur  shell  have  the  same  eases,  pizmiunt  la: 
salt  made  in  England  ; but,  from  the  expira-  draw-bocks,  at  are  or  shall  be  allowed  to  tsd 
tion  of  the  said  7 years,  shall  be  subject  and  persuns  ns  export  the  like  fish  hour  Espial 
liable  to  proportional  duties  for  salt  made  in  and  that,  fur  encouragement  of  the  heme 
Scotland,  as  shall  be  then  payable  for  salt  fishing,  there  shall  be  allowed  and  payed  u it 
(Bade  in  England,  to  be  levied  and  secured  in  subjects,  inhabitants  of  Great  Bnura,  dam; 
the  same  manner,  and  with  the  same  draw-  the  present  allowances  for  other  fishes,  10t  it. 
backs  and  allowances,  as  in  Eugland  ; with  sterling  for  every  barrel  of  w bite  bemngi  vbs 
this  exception,  that  Scotland  shall,  after  the  shall  be  exported  from  Scotland;  ni  as 
said  7 years,  remain  exempted  from  the  duty  there  shall  be  allowed  it.  sterling  for  every  bs 
of  2s.  4d.  a bushel  on  home  salt,  imposed  by  rel  of  beef  or  pork  salted  with  foretgc  ah 
an  act  made  in  England  in  the  9th  and  10th  without  mixture  of  British  or  Irish  tall,  ns 
of  king  William  the  3d  of  England.  And  if  exported  for  sale  from  Scotland  to  pans  ke 
the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  shall,  at  or  yond  sea,  alterable  by  the  parliament  of  Git* 
before  the  expiring  of  the  said  7 years,  substi-  Britain.  And  if  any  matters  or  fund  rtbtn; 
tutc  any  other  fund  in  place  of  the  said  2s.  id.  to  the  said  duties  on  salt  shall  hereafter  appeer. 
of  excise  on  the  bushel  of  home  salt,  Scotland  which  are  not  sufficiently  provided  agairat  :r 
shall,  after  ■ tie  said  7 years,  bear  a proportion  this  article,  the  same  shali  be  subject  in  ad 
of  the  said  fund,  and  have  an  equivalent  in  the  further  provisions  as  shall  be  thought  fit  by  tie 
terms  of  this  treaty  : and  that,  during  the  said  parliament  of  Great  Britain. 

7 years,  there  shall  be  payed  in  England,  for  IX.  That,  whenever  the  sum  of  l.WlJOr 
nil  salt  made  in  Scotland,  and  imported  from  8s.  id.  \ shall  be  enacted  by  the  partisan!  i 
thence  into  England,  the  same  duties  upon  Great  Britain,  to  be  raised  in  tlut  panfeitt 
importation,  us  shall  be  payable  for  salt  United  Kingdom  now  called  England,  n 
made  in  England,  to  be  levied  and  secured  land,  and  other  things  usually  charged  i 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  duties  on  foreign  acts  of  parliament  there,  for  granting  sn 
salt  are  to  be  levied  and  recur ed  in  England,  to  the  crown  by  a land  tax,  that  pan  nf  I Is 
And  that,  after  the  said  7 years,  how  long  the  United  Kingdom  now  called  Son  land,  sUlt  * 
said  duty  of  2s.  id.  a bushel  upon  salt  is  conti-  charged,  by  ttre  same  act,  with  a further  as 
nued  in  England,  the  said  2s.  id.  a bushel  shall  of  48,0001.  free  of  all  charges,  as  ihe  qssu  ‘ 
be  payable  for  all  salt  made  in  Scotland,  and  Scotland  to  such  tax,  and  so  proportions:,'  < 
imported  into  England,  to  be  levied  and  secured  any  greater  or  lesser  sum  raised  in  Englsuh 
in  the  same  manner ; and  that,  during  the  any  tax  ou  laud,  and  other  thins  inssf 
duty  of  2s.  id.  a bushel  upon  salt  made  in  Eng-  charged  together  with  the  land ; and  that  rod 
land,  no  salt  whatsoever  be  brought  from  Scot-  quota  for  Scotland,  in  tire  cases  aforesaid,  I 
land  to  England  by  laud  in  any  manner,  under  'raised  and  collected  in  the  same  manner  is  av 
the  penalty  of  forfeiting  the  salt,  and  the  cat-  cess  now  is  in  Scotland  ; but  subject  to** 
tie  and  carriages  made  use  of  in  bringing  the  regulations  in  the  manner  of  collecwx  a 
same,  and  payiug  20«.  for  every  bushel  of  such  shall  be  made  by  the  parliament  of  bits! 
salt,  and  proportionally  for  a greater  or  lesser  Britain. 

quantity  ; for  which  the  carrier,  as  well  as  the  X.  That,  during  the  continuance  of  then- 
owner,  shall  be  liable  jointly  and  severally,  and  spective  duties  on  stampt  paper,  retina  c-J 
the  persons  briuging  or  enrrying  the  same  to  be  parchment,  by  several  acts  now  ia  few  J 
imprisoned  by  any  one  justice  of  the  peace  by  Euglund,  Scotland  shali  not  be  charge! 
the  space  of  6 months  without  bail,  and  until  the  same  respective  duties, 
the  peualry  be  payed.  And  for  establishing  an  XI.  That,  during  the  continuance  of  U» 
equality  in  trade,  that  all  fleshes  exported  from  duties  payahle  in  England  on  window  ul 
Scotland  to  England,  and  put  on  board  in  Scot-  lights,  which  determines  on  the  1st  day  v!  ' 
land,  to  be  exported  to  parts  beyond  the  sens,  gust,  17 10,  Scotland  shall  not  be  charged  »li 
and  provisions  for  ships  in  Scotland,  and  for  the  same  duties. 

foreign  voyages,  may  be  salted  with  Scots  salt,  XII. That, durihgthecoMinaanceoftbedatc 
paying  the  same  duty  for  what  salt  is  so  em-  payable  in  England  on  coals,  culm  sudanfe*' 
ployed  as  the  like  quantity  of  such  salt  pays  which  determines  the  30th  of  September  1710, 
in  England,  and  under  the  same  penalties,  for-  Scotland  shall  not  be  charged  therewith  ’ 
feituresand  provisions,  for  preventing  of  frauds,  coals,  culm,  and  cinders,  consumed  there,  bd 
ns  are  mentioned  in  the  laws  nf  England  s arid  shall  be  charged  with  the  some  duties  <*  c 
that,  from  and  after  the  Union,  the  laws  and  England  for  all  coal,  culm  and  cinders,  sd 
amts  of  parliament  in  Scotland,  for  pineing,  consumed  m Scotland, 
curing  nnrl  packing  of  herrings,  white  fish  and  XI II.  That,  during  the  continuance  of  d» 
talmond  for  exportation  with  foreign  salt  only,  duty  payable  in  England  on  malt,  wbxhdear- 
without  any  mixture  of  British  orlnsh  salt,  and  mines  the  24th  day  of  June,  1107,  ScorKr* 
for  preventing  of  frauds  in  curing  and  packing  of  shall  not  be  charged  with  that  duty, 
fish,  be  continued  in  force  in  Scotian il,  subject  XIV.  That  the  kingdom  ol  Scntlsrd  be 
to  such  alterations  as  shall  be  made  by  the  charged  with  any  other  duties  laid  on  hy  tbf 
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liament  of  England  before  the  Union,  ex* 
»t  those  consented  to  in  this  Treaty,  in  re- 
d it  is  agreed,  that  all  necessary  provision 
11  be  mode  by  the  parliament  of  Scotland 
the  public  charge  and  service  of  that  king- 
n,  for  the  year  1707  ; provided,  neverthe- 
that,  if  the  parliament  of  England  shall 
ik  At  to  lay  any  further  impositions,  by  way 
customs,  or  such  excises,  with  which,  by 
ue  of  this  Treaty,  Scotland  is  to  be  charged 
tally  with  England,  in  such  case,  Scotland 
ll  be  liable  to  the  same  customs  and  ex- 
»,  and  have  an  equivalent  to  he  settled  by 
parliament  of  Great  Britain  ; with  this 
thcr  provision,  that  any  malt  to  be  made 
i consumed  in  that  part  of  the  United  King- 
n now  called  Scotland,  shall  not  be  charged 
It  any  imposition  upon  malt  during  this  pre- 
it  war ; and  seeing  it  cannot  be  supposed, 
it  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  will  ever 
any  sorts  of  burdens  upon  the  United  King- 
01,  but  what  they  shall  find  of  necessity  at 
it  time  for  the  preservation  and  good  of  the 
ole,  and  with  due  regard  to  the  circum- 
nces  and  abilities  of  every  part  of  the  United 
ngdom ; therefore  it  is  agreed,  that  there 
no  further  exemption  insisted  upon  for  any 
rt  of  the  United  Kingdom,  but  that  the  con- 
leration  of  any  exemptions,  beyond  what  are 
‘eady  agreed  on  in  this  Treaty,  shall  be  left 
the  determination  of  the  parliament  of  Great 
itaio. 

XV.  Whereas,  by  the  terms  of  this  Treaty, 
e subjects  of  Scotland,  for  preserving  an 
ualityof  trade  throughout  the  United  King- 
in,  will  be  liable  to  several  customs  and  ex- 
ies  now  payable  in  England,  wluch  will  be 
•plicable  towards  payment  of  the  debts  of 
lgland,  contracted  liefore  the  Union,  it  is 
reed,  that  Scotland  shall  have  an  equivalent 
r what  the  subjects  thereof  shall  be  so 
argtd  towards  payment  of  the  said  debts  of 
igland  in  all  particulars  whatsoever,  in  mim- 
r following,  viz.  That,  before  the  Union  of 
e said  kingdoms,  the  sum  of  398,085/.  10s. 

‘ granted  to  her  majesty,  by  the  parliament 
England,  for  the  uses  after  mentioned,  being 
e equivalent  to  be  answered  to  Scotland,  for 
ch  parts  of  the  said  customs  and  excises  upon 
l exciseable  liquors,  with  which  that  kingdom 
to  he  charged  upon  the  Union,  as  will  be 
iplicable  to  the  payment  of  the  said  debts  of 
Hgland,  according  to  the  proportions  which 
c present  customs  in  Scotland,  being  30,000/. 
* annum,  do  bear  to  the  customs  in  England, 
"nputed  at  1,341,559/.  per  annum,  and 
Inch  the  present  excises  on  exciseable  liquors 
Scotland,  being  33,500/.  per  annum,  do 
-ar  to  the  excises  on  exciseable  liquors  in 
ngland,  computed  at  917,603/.  per  annum, 
Inch  sum  of  398,085/.  10s.  shall  be  due  and 
•'  able  from  the  time  of  the  Union : and  in 
^rd  that,  after  the  Union,  Scotland  becom- 
i hahle  to  the  same  customs  und  duties  pay- 
“5  oa  import  and  export,  anil  to  the  same 
*cisei  on  all  exciseable  liquors  as  in  England, 

1 uP®tt  that  account;  us  upon  ll.c  account 


of  the  increase  of  trade  and  people  (which  will 
bo  the  happy  consequence  of  tne  Union >,  the 
said  revenues  will  much  improve  beyond  the 
before-mentioned  annual  values  thereof,  ef 
which  no  present  estimate  can  he  made ; yet 
nevertheless,  for  the  reasons  aforesaid,  there 
ought  to  be  a proportionable  equivalent  an- 
swered to  Scotland  : it  is  agreed,  that,  after 
the  Union,  there  shall  he  an  account  kept  of 
the  said  duties  arising  in  Scotland,  lo  the  end 
it  may  appear,  what  ought  to  he  answered  to 
Scotland,  as  au  equivalent,  for  such  proportion 
of  the  said  increase,  as  shall  he  applicable  to 
the  payment  of  the  debts  of  England.  And 
for  the  further  and  more  effectual  answering 
the  several  ends  hereafter-mentioned;  it  is 
agreed,  that,  from  and  after  the  Union,  the 
whole  increase  of  the  revenues  of  customs  and 
duties  on  import  and  export,  and  excise  upon 
exciseable  liquors  in  Scotland,  over  and  abovo 
the  annual  produce  of  the  said  respective  du- 
ties as  above  stated,  shall  go  and  he  applied, 
for  the  terra  of  seven  years,  to  the  uses  here- 
after-mentioned, and  that,  upon  the  said  ac- 
count, there  shall  be  answered  to  Scotland 
annually,  from  the  end  of  seven  years  after  the 
Union,  an  equivalent,  in  proportion  to  such 
part  of  the  said  increase  as  shall  be  applicable 
to  the  debts  of  England ; und,  generally,  that 
an  equivalent  shall  be  answered  to  Scotland, 
for  such  parts  of  the  English  debts  ns  Scotland 
may  hereafter  become  liable  to  pay  by  reason 
of  the  Union,  other  than  such,  for  which  ap- 
propriations have  been  made  by  parliament  of 
England,  of  the  customs  or  other  duties  on 
export  and  import,  excises  on  all  exciseable 
liquors,  in  respect  of  w hich  debts,  equivalents 
are  herein  before  provided : and  ns  for  tho 
uses,  to  which  the  said  sum  of  398,085/.  lOr. 
to  be  granted  as  aforesaid,  and  all  other  mo- 
nies which  are  to  be  answered  or  allowed  to 
Scotland  as  said  is,  are  to  be  applied ; it  is 
agreed,  that  in  the  first  place,  out  of  the  fore- 
said  sum,  what  consideration  shall  be  found 
necessary  to  be  had  for  any  losses,  which  pri- 
vate persons  may  sustain,  by  reducing  the  coin 
of  Scotland  to  the  standart  nnd  value  of  the 
coin  of  England,  may  be  mode  good : in  the 
next  place,  that  the  capital  stock  or  fund  of 
the  African  and  Indian  company  of  Scotland 
advanced,  together  with  the  interest  for  the 
said  capital  stock  after  the  rate  of  5 per  cent, 
per  annum,  from  the  respective  times  of  the 
payment  the reof,  shall  be  payed;  upon  pay- 
ment of  winch  capital  stock  and  interest,  it  is 
agreed  the  said  company  be  dissolved  and 
cease ; and  also,  that,  from  the  time  of  passing 
the  act  of  parliament  in  England,  for  raising 
the  said  sum  of  398,085/.  10i.,  the  said  com- 
pany shall  neither  trade,  uor  grant  license  to 
trade,  providing,  that,  if  the  said  stock  and 
interest  sliall  not  be  payed  in  t?  months  after 
the  commencement  of  the  Union,  that  then 
the  said  company  may,  from  thenceforward, 
trade,  or  give  licence  to  trade,  until  the  said 
bail  capital  stock  and  inte»e*t  shall  be  payed  : 
and  as  to  the  overplus  of  the  mid  su«u  of 
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398,085/.  10j  , after  payment  of  what  consi- 
derations shall  he  had  for  losses  in  repairing 
the  coin,  and  paying  the  said  capital  stock  and 
interest ; and  u!s  > the  Imil  increase  of  the  said 
revenues  of  customs,  duties  and  excises  above 
the  present  value,  which  shall  arise. in  Scot- 
land, during  the  said  term  of  seven  years,  to- 
gether with  the  equivalent  which  shall  become 
due  upon  the  improvement  thereof  in  Scotland 
after  the  said  term  ; and  also,  as  to  all  other 
sums,  which,  according  to  the  agreements 
aforesaid,  may  become  payable  to  Scotland  by 
way  of  equivalent,  lor  what  that  kingdom  shall 
hereafter  become  liable  towards  payment  of 
the  debt  of  England*;  it  is  agreed,  that  the 
same  be  applied  in  manner  following,  viz. 
That  all  the  public  debts  of  the  ktugdom  of 
Scotland,  as  shall  he  adjusted  by  thin  present 
parliament,  shall  be  payed  ; ami  that  2,000/. 
per  annum,  for  the  space  of  7 years,  shall  he 
applied  towards  encouraging  and  promoting 
the  manufacture  of  coarse  wool,  within  these 
shires  which  produce  the  wool,  and  that  the 
first  2,000/.  sterling  be  paved  at  Martiumnss 
next,  and  so  yearly  at  Martintn  <ss  during  the 
apace  Ibresaid  ; and  afterwards,  the  same  shall 
be  wholly  aoplied  towards  encouraging  and 
promoting  the  fisheries,  and  such  other  manu- 
factures ami  improvements  in  Sc  itlnnd,  as  may 
tno-t  conduce  to  the  general  good  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  And  it  is  agreed,  that  her  rnajestv 
be  iiupowered  to  appoint  commissioners,  who 
shall  he  accountable  to  the  parliament  of 
Great  Britain,  for  disposing  the  said  sum  of 
398,085/.  10s.  and  all  other  monies  which 
shall  arise  to  Scotland  upon  the  agreements 
aforesaid,  to  the  purposes  before-mentioned ; 
which  commissioners  shall  be  im powered  to 
call  tor,  receive,  ami  dispose  of  the  said  monies 
in  manner  aforesaid,  and  to  inspect  the  hooks 
of  the  several  collectors  of  the  said  revenues, 
and  of  all  other  duties  from  whence  an  equiva- 
lent may  arise  ; and  that  the  collectors  and 
managers  of  the  said  revenues  and  duties  be 
obliged  to  give  to  the  said  commissioners  sub- 
scribed authentic  abbreviates  of  the  produce  of 
such  revenues  and  duties  arising  in  their  re*  ■ 
spective  districts ; and  that  t!>e  said  commis- 
sioners shall  have  their  office  within  the  limits  1 
of  Scotland,  and  shall  in  such  office  keep  ! 
books,  containing  accounts  of  the  amount  of 
the  equivalents,  and  how  the  same  shall  have 
been  disposed  of,  from  time  to  lime,  which  | 
may  be  inspected  by  any  of  the  subjects  who  i 
chilli  desire  the  same. 

XVI.  That,  from  and  after  the  Union,  the  i 
coin  shall  be  of  the  same  standard  and  value  | 
throughout  the  United  Kin.dmn,  as  now  in  | 
England,  ami  a mint  shall  he  continued  in 
Scotland,  under  the  same  rules  as  the  mint  in  | 
England:  And  the  present  officers  of  the  mint  j 
continued,  subject  to  such  regulations  and 
alterations  an  her  majesty,  her  heirs  or  succes- 
sors, or  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  shall 
think  fit. 

XVII.  That,  from  and  after  the  Union,  the 
same  weights  and  measures  shall  be  used 


throughout  the  United  Kingdom,  k sre  t vn 
i established  in  England,  and  standards  of 
and  measures  shall  he  kept  by  those  Iwr 
in  Scotland,  to  whom  the  keeping ibetUadvj 
of  weights  and  measures,  now  in  oie  tht, 
does  of  special  right  belong  ; all  which 
shall  he  sent  down  to  such  respect ive  koragfc 
from  the  standards  kept  in  ttie  Excherctr  r 
Westminster,  subject  nevertheless  tosxtn- 
nidations  as  the  parliament  of  Great  Briu 
i shall  think  fit. 

XVIII.  That  the  laws  concerning  ttpto 
of  trade,  customs,  and  such  excises,  to 
Scotland  is,  hy  virtue  of  this  Treaty,  to  he  liabie. 
he  the  same  in  Scotland,  from  and  afte  * 
Union,  as  in  England  ; and  that  all  odxr  Is* 
in  use  within  the  kingdom  of  Scotland, di,ifcr 
the  Union,  and  notwithstanding  thereolittfflir 
in  the  same  force  as  before  (except  s«cb  * x 
contrary  to,  or  inconsistent  with  this Tt3  » 
hut  alterable  by  the  parliament  of  Great  S> 
tain,  with  this  difference  betwixt  the  Iwf  ‘ • 
corning  public  right,  policy  and  civil  pjrt> 
nient,  and  those  which  concern  prime ndt 
that  the  laws  which  concern  public  right,  pk? 
and  civil  government  may  be  mnde*tkf 
throughout  the  whole  United  Kingdom,  bout* 
no  alteration  be  made  in  laws  which  cocar. 
private  right,  except  for  evident  utility ©t  tk 
subjects  within  Scotland. 

XIX.  That  the  court  of  session,  or  ooll^ 
justice,  do,  after  the  Union,  and  notwit^tirT 
ing  thereof,  remain  in  all  time  coming  wit-' * 
Scotland,  as  it  is  now  constitutes!  by  tb?  r 
of  that  kingdom,  and  with  the  same  M'-hrt' 
and  privileges  ns  before  the  Union,  wh*" 
nevertheless  to  such  regulations,  for  tie  h*1-" 
administration  of  justice,  ns  shall  beat**1: 
the  parliament  of  Great  Britain;  u' 
hereafter  none  shall  be  name!  by  herm:;* 
or  her  royal  successors,  to  he  ordinary  hv 
session,  hut  such  who  have  served  ic  tw  •> 
lege  of  justice  as  advocate*,  or  principal - r •* 
of  session,  for  the  space  of  five  yean,  <*** 
writers  to  the  signet,  for  the  spare  often  w**- 
witli  this  provision,  that  no  writer*  to 
net  l>e  capable  to  be  admitted  a lord  <>•  £ 
session,  unless  be  undergo  a private  aid  p - 
trial  on  the  civil  law,  before  the  ficsl*1 
advocate*,  and  be  found  by  them  qo*l^  * 
the  said  office,  two  years  before  he  he  f)i  r* 
to  be  n bird  of  the  session,  yet 
fictitious  made  or  to  he  made  for  c*p*c!3C^ 
persons  to  he  named  ordinary  lords  of 
may  he  altered  bv  the  parliament  of 
Britain.  And  that  the  court  of  jashn*?^ 
also,  after  the  Ultioo,  and 
thereof,  remain,  in  nil  time  coming. 
Scotland,  as  it  is  now  constituted  t>T ? * 1 * 
of  that  kingdom,  and  with  the  a“l  , ' * 
and  privdeges  as  before  the  Union,  s®  / ‘ 
nevertltelcss  to  such  regulations  w s 
made  by  the  parliament  of  Great  Br:ts *1*  1 
without  prejudice  of  other  rights 
And  that  all  admiralty  jurudietto#*  he®  ' 
the  lord  high  admiral,  or  comttussiowo  ^ 
admiralty  of  Great  Britain  ford*o®* 
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»t»H  that  the  court  of  admiralty  now  established  XXIT.  That,  by  virtue  of  this  Treaty,  of  the 
i»  Scotland  be  continued  ; and  that  all  reviews,  peers  of  Scotland  at  the  time  of  the  Union,  16 
educlious  or  suspensions  of  the  sentences  in  shall  be  the  number  to  sit  and  vote  in  the  House 
naritime  cases,  competent  to  the  jurisdiction  of  lords,  and  45  the  number  of  t lie  represen ta- 
>f  that  court,  remain  in  the  same  manner  alter  tives  of  Scotland  in  the  House  of  Commons  of 
he  Union  as  now  in  Scotland,  until  the  par-  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain : and  that,  when 
iameut  of  Great  Britain  shall  make  such  regu-  her  majesty,  her  heirs  or  successors,  shall  del- 
ations and  alterations  as  shall  be  judged  ex-  cl  are  her  or  their  pleasure,  for  holding  the  fiist 
aetlient  for  the  whole  united  kingdom  ; so  as  or  any  subsequent  parliament  of  Great  Britain, 
dicre  be  always  continued  in  Scotland  a court  until  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  shall  make 
>f  admiralty,  such  ns  in  England,  for  determi-  further  provision  therein,  a writ  do  issue  under 
sation  of  all  maritime  cases  relative  to  pri-  the  great-sen!  of  the  united  kingdom,  directed 
. ate  rights  in  Scotland  competent  to  the  juris-  to  the  privy  council  of  Scotland,  commanding 
Jiction  of  the  admiralty  court,  subject  never-  them  to  cause  16  peers,  who  are  to  sit  in  the 
he! ess  to  such  regulations  and  alterations  ns  House  of  Lords,  to  be  summoned  to  parliament, 
.ball  be  thought  proper  to  be  made  by  the  and  45  members  to  be  elected,  to  sit  in  the 
parliament  of  Great  Britain;  and  that  the  House  of  Commons  of  the  parliament  of  Great 
icretable  rights  of  admiralty,  and  vice-admi-  Britain,  according  to  the  agreement  in  this 
•allies  in  Scotland,  be  reserved  to  the  rcspec-  Treaty,  in  such  manner  as  by  a subsequent  act 
ive  proprietors,  as  rights  of  property,  subject  of  tins  present  session  of  the  parliament  of 
levertheless,  as  to  the  manner  of  exercising  Scotland  shall  be  settled ; which  act  is  hereby 
mch  heretable  rights,  to  such  regulations  and  declared  to  be  as  valid,  as  if  it  were  a part  of, 
alterations  os  shall  be  thought  proper  to  be  and  ingrossed  in,  this  Treaty;  and  that  the 
unde  by  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain : and  names  of  the  persons,  so  summoned  and  elected, 
hat  all  other  courts,  now  in  being  within  the  shall  be  returned  by  the  privy  council  of  Scot- 
kingdom  of  Scotland,  do  remain,  but  subject  to  land,  into  the  court  from  w hence  the  said  writ 
ilterntions  by  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain : did  i>sue ; and  that  if  her  majesty,  on  or  before 
and  that  all  inferior  courts  within  the  said  limits  the  1st  day  of  May  next,  on  w hich  day  the 
do  remain  subordinate,  as  they  are  uow,  to  the  Union  is  to  take  place,  shall  declare  under  the 
supreme  courts  ofjustice  within  the  same,  in  all  great  seal  of  England,  that  it  is  expedient,  that 
; ime  coining  ; and  that  no  causes  in  Scotland  he  the  Lords  of  parliament  of  England,  and  Com- 
rognoscible  by  the  court  of  Chancery,  Queen’s  mons  of  the  present  parliament  of  England, 
bench.  Common  Pleas,  or  any  other  court  in  shall  he  the  members  of  the  respective  houses 
kVestmimter-hall:  and  that  the  said  courts,  or  of  the  first  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  for  and 
any  other  of  the  like  nature,  after  the  Union,  on  the  part  of  England,  then  the  said  lords  of 
•.hall  have  no  power  to  cognosce,  review,  or  parliament  of  England,  and  Commons  of  the 
alter  the  acts  or  sentences  of  the  judicatures  present  parliament  of  England,  shall  be  the 
ithin  Scotland,  or  stop  the  execution  of  the  members  of  the  respective  Houses  of  the  first 
; and  that  there  be  a court  of  Exchequer  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  for  and  on  the 
in  Scotland,  after  the  Union,  for  deciding ques-  part  of  England:  and  her  majesty  may,  by 
lions  concerning  the  revenues  of  customs  and  lier  royal  proclamation  under  the  great-seal 
Excises  there,  having  the  same  power  and  au-  of  Great  Britain,  appoint  the  said  first  parlia- 
Ihority  in  such  case*,  as'tlie  court  of  Exchequer  ment  of  Great  Britain  to  meet  at  such  time  and 
tins  in  England:  and  that  the  said  court  of  Ex-  place  as  her  majesty  slmll  think  fit,  which  time 
chequer  in  Scotland  have  power  of  passing  sig-  shell  not  lie  less  than  50  days  alter  the  date  of 
natures,  gifts,  tutories,  and  in  other  things,  as  such  proclamation:  and  the  time  and  place  of 
the  court  of  Exchequer  at  present  in  Scotland  the  meeting  of  such  parliament  being  so  ap- 
hath ; and  that  the  court  of  Exchequer  that  pointed,  a writ  shall  he  immediately  issued 
now  is  in  Scotland  do  remain,  until  n new  court  under  the  great  seal  of  Great  Britain,  directed 
nf  Exchequer  he  settled  by  the  parliament  of  to  the  privy  council  of  Scotland,  for  the  Mim- 
C»reat  Britain  in  Scotland  niter  the  Union:  moiling  the  tfl  peers,  nnd  for  electing  45  mem- 

uTid  that,  after  the  Union,  the  queen’s  majesty  hers,  by  whom  Scotland  is  to  be  represented  in 
and  her  royal  successors  may  continue  a privy  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain ; and  the  Lords 
council  in  Scotland,  for  preserving  of  public  of  parliament  of  England,  and  the  16  petrs  of 
peace  and  order,  until  the  parliament  of  Great  Scotland,  such  16  peers  being  summoned  nnd 
Britain  shall  think  fit  to  alter  it,  or  establish  returned  in  the  same  manner  agreed  in  this 
any  other  effectual  method  for  that  end.  Treaty;  and  the  members  of  the  House  of 

That  all  heretable  offices,  superiorities,  Commons  of  the  said  parliament  of  England, 
heretable  jurisdictions,  offices  f-»r  life,  and  juris-  and  the  45  members  for  Scotland,  such  45 
dictions  for  life,  be  reserved  to  the  owners  members  being  elected  and  returned  in  the 
thereof,  as  rights  of  pioperty,  in  the  same  man-  manner  agreed  in  this  Treaty,  shall  assemble 
nor  as  they  arc  now  enjoyed  by  the  laws  of  and  meet  respectively  in  their  respective  houses 
Scotland,  notwithstanding  of  this  Treaty.  of  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  nt  such 

XXL  That  the  rights  nnd  privileges  of  the  time  and  place  as  shall  l»e  so  appointed  by  her 
royal  borough*  in  Scotland,  ns  they  now  are,  majesty,  and  shall  be  the  two  Houses  of  the 
do  remain  entire  after  the  Union,  and  notwith-  first  parliament  of  Great  Britain  : and  that  par- 
standing  thereof.  liament  may  continue  for  such  time  only  as  the 
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present  parliament  of  England  might  have  con- 
tinued, if  the  Union  of  the  two  kingdoms  had 
not  been  made,  unless  sooner  dissolved  by  her 
majesty.  And  that  every  one  of  the  Lords  of 
parliament  of  Great  Britain,  and  every  mem- 
ber of  the  House  of  Commons  of  the  parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain,  in  the  first  and  all  suc- 
ceeding parliaments  of  Great  Britain,  until  the 
parliament  of  Great  Britain  shall  otherways 
direct,  shall  take  the  respective  oaths  appointed 
to  be  taken  instead  of  the  oaths  of  allegiance 
and  supremacy,  by  an  act  of  parliament  mnde  in 
England,  in  the  first  year  of  the  reign  of  the  late 
king  William  and  queen  Mary,  intituled,  ‘ An 
4 act  for  abrogating  of  the  oath,  of  Supremacy 
4 and  Allegiance,  and  appointing  other  oaths;’ 
nnd  make,  subscribe,  and  audibly  repeat,  the 
declaration  mentioned  in  an  act  of  parliament 
made  Fn  England,  in  the  13th  year  of  the  reign 
of  king  Charles  2,  intituled,  ‘ An  act  for  the 
4 more  effectual  preserving  the  king’s  person  and 
4 government,  by  disabling  Papists  from  sitting 
4 in  either  Houses  of  parliament ;’  and  shall 
take  and  subscribe  the  oath  mentioned  in  an 
act  of  parliament  made  in  England,  in  the  first 
year  of  lier  mnjrsty's  reign,  intituled,  4 An  act 
4 to  declare  the  alterations  in  the  onth  appointed 
4 to  be  taken  by  the  act,  intituled,  An  act  for 
4 the  further  security  of  his  majesty’s  person, 
4 and  the  succession  of  the  crown  ill  the  I’ro- 
4 testant  line,  and  for  extinguishing  the  hopes 
4 of  the  pretended  prince  of  Wales,  and  all 
4 other  pretenders,  and  their  open  and  secret 
* abettors,  and  for  declaring  the  association  to 
4 be  fleterniined  f at  such  time,  and  in  such 
manner  as  the  members  of  both  houses  of  parli- 
ament of  England  arc,  l,y  the  said  respective 
acts,  directed  to  take,  make,  and  subscribe  the 
Same,  upon  the  penalties  and  disabilities  in  the 
said  respective  acts  contained.  And  it  i#  de- 
clared nud  agreed,  that  these  words,  4 This 
4 realm,  the  crown  of  this  realm,  and  the  queen 
4 of  thi*  realm,’  mentioned  iti  the  oaths  ami 
declaration  contained  in  the  aforesaid  acts, 
which  w ere  intended  to  signify  the  crow  n mid 
realm  of  England,  shall  be  understood  of  the 
crown  and  realm  of  Great  Britain ; and  that, 
in  that  seme,  the  said  oatln  and  declaration  he 
taken  and  subscribed  by  the  members  of  both 
Houses  of  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain. 

XXIII.  That  the  foresnid  16  peers  of  Scot- 
land, mentioned  in  the  last  preceding  article, 
to  sit  in  the  House  of  I/>rds  of  the  parliament 
of  Great  Britain,  shall  have  all  privileges  of 
parliament  which  the  peers  of  England  now 
have,  and  which  they,  or  onv  peers  of  G real 
Britain  shall  have  after  the  Union,  and  parti- 
cularly the  right  of  silting  «pon  the  trials  of 
peers:  and  m case  of  the  trial  of  any  peer  in 
time  of  adjournment  nr  prorogation  of  parlia- 
ment, the  said  16  peers  shall  he  summoned  in 
the  same  manner,  and  have  the  same  powers 
and  privileges  at  such  trial,  as  any  other  peers 
of  Great  Britain.  And  that  in  case  any  trials 
of  peers  shall  hereafter  happen  when  there  is 
no  parliament  in  being,  the  16  peers  of  Scot- 
laud,  who  sate  in  the  lust  preceding  parliament 


shall  be  summoned  in  the  same  asaur,  ac 
have  the  same  powers  and  privileges  * ad 
trials,  as  any  other  peers  of  Great  Brim. 
And  that  all  peers  of  Scotland,  «nd  tk»K 
cessors  to  their  honours  and  dignities,  rid 
from  and  after  the  Union,  be  peers  of  Gw 
Britain,  and  have  rank  and  precedency  so: 
and  immediately  after  the  peers  of  sir  nil 
orders  and  degrees  in  England,  at  the  c 
the  Union,  aud  before  all  prers  of  GrfitSff 
tain,  of  the  like  orders  and  degrees,  »!* 
be  created  after  the  Union,  and  stall  kind 
as  peers  of  Great  Britain,  and  shall  esjnd 
privileges  of  peers  as  fully  as  the  peers  <2  Le 
land  do  now,  or  as  they  or  any  other  {terse 
Great  Britain  may  hereafter  enjoy  the  set 
except  the  right  and  privilege  of  siUagisik 
House  of  Lords,  nnd  the  priv lieges  dttflria; 
thereon,  nnd  particularly  the  right  or  suTzj 
upon  the  trials  of  peers. 

XXIV.  That,  Irons  and  after  the  Uaioa, 
there  be  one  great  seal  for  the  umtrd  tea 
of  Great  Britain,  w hich  shall  be  difierest  sea 
the  great  seal  now  used  in  either  kinedx.; 
and  that  the  quartering  the  arms,  and  the  real 
and  precedency  of  the  Lyon  kin*  of  »ra; 
the  kingdom  of  Scotland,  as  may  best  sail  & 
Union,  be  left  to  her  majesty ; and  thK,  * 
the  mean  time,  the  great  seal  of  Eo*U^  k 
used  ;:s  the  grtat  seal  of  the  united  ».«£'■*- 
and  that  the  great  seal  of  the  united  kiagta 
be  used  for  sealing  writs  to  elect  andante-: 
the  parliament  of  Gieal  Britain,  »od  for  «!• 
ing  all  treaties  with  foreign  princes »nd  situ, 
and  all  public  acts,  instruments,  andordoa 
state,  which  concern  the  whole  onited  tof 
dom,  and  in  all  other  mitten  rtls-’p;  # 
England,  as  the  great  seal  of  England  a a* 
used ; and  that  a seal  in  Scotland, 
Union,  he  always  kept  and  made  use* - 
all  things  relating  to  private  rights  or pulj 
which  have  usually  passed  the  g»e»t  * 
Scotland,  and  which  only  concern  «■* 
grants,  commissions,  and  private  rights  **» 
licit  kingdom;  and  that,  until  such  set! 
be  appointed  by  her  majesty,  the  proeotjru* 
seal  of  Scotland  shall  be  used  for  sack  pc* 
poses;  nnd  that  the  privy  seal,  signet,  us*, 
rignet  of  the  justiciary  court,  quarter  sea.  *1 
seal.-*  of  court  now  used  iii  Scotiai  <1,  1*  : 
tinned  ; but  that  the  said  seJ«  1* 

nnd  adapted  to  the  state  of  die  Ihuas,  ts  * 
majesty  shall  think  fit : nnd  the  >*id  *«•*, :J* 
nil  of  them,  nnd  the  keepers  of  them, 
subject  to  such  regulations  as  the  pari*3*’ 
of  Great  Britain  shall  hereafter  make:  i : 
that  the  crown,  sceptre,  aud  saonJot*5^ 
the  record*  of  parliament,  and  alJ  ud*r  "> 
cords,  rolls  and  registers  whatsoever,  ta* 
public  and  private,  general  and  paTtk*kr*  *' 
warrants  thereof,  continue  to  be  ktepw *• 
they  are  within  that  part  of  the  oaited  k»i* 
dom  now  called  Scotland,  and  that  liter 
so  remain  in  all  time  comiug,  nounduta^3! 
of  the  Union. 

XXV.  That  all  laws  nnd  statutes  in  r;  >’ 
kingdom,  s«  tar  as  they  are  contrary  to,  * * 
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ronsistent  with  the  terms  of  these  Articles,  or 
n_,  one  of  them,  shnll,  from  and  after  the 
Jnioo,  cense  and  become  void,  and  shall  be  so 
leclared  to  be  by  the  respective  parliaments 
>flhe  said  kingdoms. 


Follows  the  tenor  if  the  foresaid  Act  for  se- 
curing the  Frotestant  Religion  and  Fret- 
lyterian  Church  Government. 

Our  sovereign  lady  and  the  estates  of  par- 
lamcnt  considering,  That,  bv  the  late  act  of 
ariiament  for  a Treaty  with  England,  for  nn 
'nionofboth  kingdoms,  it  is  provided,  that 
be  commissioners  for  that  Treaty  should  not 
rest  of  or  concerning  any  alteration  of  the 
worship,  discipline,  and  government  of  the 
hurch  of  this  kingdom,  ns  now  by  law  estn- 
ilished:  which  Treaty  being  now  reported  to 
he  parliament,  and  it  being  reasonable  and 
ecessary,  that  the  true  Protestant  religion,  as 
resently  professed  within  this  kingdom,  with 
lie  worship,  discipline,  and  government  of 
his  church,  should  be  effectually  and  unal- 
erably  secured  ; therefore  her  majesty,  with 
dvice  and  consent  of  the  said  estates  of  par- 
lament,  doth  hereby  establish  and  confirm  the 
aid  true  Protestant  religion,  and  the  worship, 
discipline  and  government  of  this  church,  to 
outinue  without  any  alteration  to  the  people 
f this  land  in  all  succeeding  generations;  and 
lore  especially,  her  majesty,  with  advice  and 
onsent  foresail),  ratifies,  approves,  and  for 
ver  confirms,  the  filth  act  of  the  first  parlia- 
lentof  king  William  and  queen  Mary,  inii- 
uled,  ‘ Act  ratifying  the  Confession  of  Faith, 
and  sealing  Presbyterian  Church  Govern- 
ment,’ with  the  hail  other  acts  ol  parliament 
dating  thereto,  in  prosecution  of  the  Declara- 
ion  of  the  Estates  of  this  kingdom,  containing 
ae  Claim  of  Right,  bearing  date  the  lltb  of 
tpril,  1689;  and  her  majesty,  with  advice  and 
onsent  furesaid,  expressly  provides  and  de- 
lares,  that  the  furesaid  true  Protestant  reli- 
ion,  contained  in  the  above-mentioned  Con- 
tssiou  of  Faith,  with  the  form  and  purity  of 
'Orship  presently  in  use  within  this  church, 
nd  its  Presbyterian  church  government  and 
iscipliiie,  that  is  to  say,  the  government  of  the 
hurch  by  kirk  sessions,  presbyteries,  provin- 
inl  synods,  and  general  assemblies,  all  esta- 
blished by  the  furesaid  acts  of  parliament, 
mrsuant  to  the  Claim  of  Right,  shall  remain  and 
ontinue  unalterable ; and  that  the  said  Pres- 
yterian  government  shall  be  the  only  govern- 
sentof  the  church  within  the  kingdom  of  Scot- 
•nd.  And  further,  for  the  greater  security  of 
he  foresaid  Protestant  religion,  and  of  the 
airship,  dAcipline,  and  government  of  this 
hurch  as  above  established,  her  majesty,  with 
dvice  and  consent  furesaid,  statutes  and  or- 
ains,  that  the  universities  and  colleges  of  St. 
Andrew's,  Glasgow,  Aberdeen,  and  Edinburgh, 
s now  established  by  law,  shall  continue 
utbio  this  kingdom  for  ever.  And  that,  in  ail 
uus  coming,  us  professors,  principals,  regents, 


masters,  nr  others,  bearing  o fiice  in  any  uni- 
versity, college  or  school  within  this  kingdom, 
he  capable,  or  be  admitted  or  allowed  to  con- 
tinue in  the  exercise  of  their  said  functions, 
but  such  as  shnll  own  and  acknowledge  the 
ciril  government  in  manner  prescribed,  or  to 
he  prescribed  by  the  acts  of  parliament.  As 
also,  that  before,  or  at  their  ad  missions,  they 
do  nnd  shall  acknowledge  aud  profess,  and 
shall  subscribe  to  the  foresaid  Confession  of 
Faith,  as  the  Confession  of  their  Faith;  and 
that  they  will  practise  and  conform  themselves 
to  the  worship  presently  in  use  in  this  church, 
and  submit  themselves  to  the  government  and 
discipline  thereof,  and  never  andeavour,  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  the  prejudice  or  subversion 
of  the  same:  and  that  before  the  respective 
Presbyteries  of  their  hounds,  by  whatsoever 
gift,  presentation,  or  provision,  they  may  be 
thereto  provided.  And  further,  her  majesty, 
with  advice  foresaid,  expressly  declares  and 
statutes,  that  none  of  the  subjects  of  this  king- 
dom shall  be  liable  to,  bat  all  end  every  one  of 
them  for  ever  free  of  any  oath,  test  or  sub- 
scription within  this  kingdom,  contrary  to,  or 
inconsistent  with,  the  foresaid  true  Protestant 
religion  and  Presbyterian  church  government, 
worship  and  discipline  as  above  established  ; 
and  that  the  same,  within  the  tiounds  of  this 
church  and  kingdom,  shall  never  be  imposed 
upon,  or  required  of  them  in  any  sort.  And, 
lastly,  that  after  the  decease  of  her  present 
majesty  (whom  God  long  preserve),  the  sove- 
reign succeeding  to  her  in  the  royal  govern- 
ment of  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  shall,  in 
all  time  coming,  at  bis  or  her  accession  to  lire 
crown,  swear  and  subscribe,  that  they  shall 
inviolably  maintain  nnd  preserve  the  foresaid 
settlement  of  the  true  Protestant  religion,  with 
the  government,  worship,  discipline,  right,  and 
privileges  of  this  church,  as  above  established 
by  the  Ians  of  this  kingdom,  in  prosecution  of 
the  Claim  of  Right.  And  it  is  hereby  statute 
and  ordained,  that  this  act  of  parliament,  with 
the  establishment  therein  contained,  shall  ba 
held  and  observed,  in  all  time  coming,  as  a 
fundamental  aud  essential  condition  of  any 
Treaty  or  Union  to  be  concluded  betwixt  tha 
two  kingdoms,  without  any  alteration  thereof, 
or  derogation  tliereto,  in  any  sort,  for  ever. 
As  also,  that  this  act  of  parliament,  and  settle- 
ment therein  contained,  shall  be  insert  and 
repeated  in  any  act  of  parliament  that  shall 
pass,  for  agreeing  and  concluding  the  foresaid 
Treaty  or  Union  betwixt  the  two  kingdoms; 
and  that  the  same  shall  bo  therein  expressly 
declared  to  be  a fundamental  and  essential 
condition  of  the  said  Treaty  or  Union,  in  all 
time  coining.  Which  Article*  of  Union,  and 
Act  immediately  above-writteu,  her  majesty, 
witli  advice  and  consent  foresaid,  statutes, 
enacts,  nnd  ordains  to  Ire,  and  continue,  in  all 
time  coming,  the  sure  and  perpetual  fouuda- 
tiou  of  a complent  and  intire  Union  of  t lie  two 
kingdoms  of  Scotland  nnd  England,  under  this 
express  condition  and  provision,  that  the  ap- 
probation aud  ratification  of  the  foresaid  Ar- 
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tides  and  Act  shall  be  no  ways  binding  on  this 
kingdom,  until  the  said  Articles  and  Act  be 
ratitied,  approven  and  confirmed  by  her  ma- 
jesty, with  and  by  the  authority  of  tbe  parlia- 
ment of  England,  as  they  are  now  agreed  to,ap- 
roveii  and  confirmed  by  her  majesty,  with  and 
y tbe  authority  of  tbe  parliament  of  Scotland. 
Declaring  nevertheless,  that  the  parliament  of 
England  way  provide  for  the  security  of  the 
church  of  England  ns  they  think  expedient  to 
take  place  within  the  bounds  of  the  said  king- 
dom of  England,  and  not  derogating  from  the 
security  above  provided,  for  establishing  of  the 
church  of  Scotland  within  the  bounds  of  this 
kingdom.  As  also,  the  said  parliament  of  Eng- 
land may  extend  the  additions  and  other  pro- 
visions contained  in  the  Articles  of  Union,  ns 
above  insert,  in  favours  of  the  subjects  of  Scot- 
land, to  and  in  favours  of  the  subjects  of  Eng- 
land, which  shall  not  suspend  or  derogate  from 
tbe  force  and  effect  of  this  present  ratification, 
but  shall  be  understood  as  herein  included, 
without  the  necessity  of  any  new  ratification  in 
tbe  parliament  of  Scotland.  And,  lastly,  her 
majesty  enacts  and  declares,  that  nil  laws  and 
statutes  in  this  kingdom,  bo  far  as  they  are 
contrary  to,  or  inconsistent  with,  the  terms  of 
these  Articles  as  above-mentioned,  shall,  from 
and  after  the  Union,  cease  and  become  void." 

Follows  Ihe  Exemplification  under  the  Great - 
Seat  of  England,  of  the  Act  cf  the  Par- 
liament  of'  that  Kingdom , intituled , An 
Act  for  an  Union  of  the  tzco  Kingdoms  of 
England  and  Scotland,  a*  the  same  was 
transmitted  to  the  Parliament  of  Scotland , 
and  ordered  to  be  recorded. 

4 Anna,  Dei  gratia,  Anglie,Scocie,  Francie,et 
4 Hibernie  regina,  Fidei  Defensor,  &c.  Omni- 
4 bus  ad  quos  presentes  iitere  pervenerintsalu- 
4 tem:  Inspeximus  quoddam  breve  nostrum  de 
4 certiorond.  e cur.  Cancellar.  nostre  nuper 
4 emnimn.  dilecto  et  fideli  nostro  Matheo  John- 
4 son,  Armigero,  Clerico  Pnrliamentorum  nos- 
4 trorum  direct,  una  cum  qoodam  retorno  sive 
4 indorsainento  in  dorso  ejusdem  brevis  indorsato 
4 et  inserto  in  dictara  Cancellar.  nostram  retor- 
4 nntum  et  in  filaciis  ib'm  de  recordo  reside n.  in 
4 hec  verba,  Anna,  Dei  gra.  Angl.  Scoc.  Franc. 

4 et  Hib’nie  regina,  Fidei  Defensor,  &c.  Dilco, 

4 tibi  Matheo  Johnson,  Ar.  Clieo.  Parliamcntor. 
^tuor.  saltm.  Volentes  certis  de  causis  cer- 
4 tiornri  super  tenorem  cnjusdem  Actus  in  in- 
4stanti  Parliamento  n«tro  apud  Westm.  fact. 

*.  et  ordinat.  intitulat.  41  Au  Act  for  nn  Union 
4 of  the  two  kingdoms  of  England  and  Scotland/ 

4 vo bis  mandamus  quod  tenorem  Actus  predict. 

4 com  omnibus  ill.  tangentibus  nobis  in  Can- 
4 cellar,  nram.  sub  Sigiilo  vro.  distincte  et 
4 aperre  sine  dilonc.  inittatis  et  hoc  bre. 

4 Teste  meipa.  apud  VVestm.  sexto  die  Martii 
4 anno  Uni.  nri.  quinto.  Wrighte.  Executio 
4 bujus  bi is.  patet  in  quadam  schedule  huic  bri. 

4 annex,  proul  interius  mihi  precipitur  Math. 

4 Johnson,  Cler.  Parliamentor.  Inspeximus 
4 eti.nn  scheJulnm  premenconatum  continen- 
4 tem  tenorem  Actus  predict,  eidemque  brevi 
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4 annex,  mnnu  et  sigiilo  Mathei  Jolmson  sipxi 
4 et  sigillat.  in  Cancellar.  nram  prediction  ubt 
4 retornat.  et  in  filaciis  ibm.  de  recordo  QBsq. 

4 residen.  in  hec  verba : la  Parliament.  »> 

4 choat.  apud  West  monaster,  deamo  qwm 
4 die  Junii,  anno  Domini  niillcsinK)  sepLogeo- 
4 tesirno  quinto  amioque  reem  semiissirae  Ike. 

4 nre.  Anne,  Dei  grat.  Angl.  Scut.  Franc. « 

4 Hihnie.  Begin.  Fidei  Defensor,  $tc.  quart*.. 

4 communi  orur.iu’  Dnor.  tam  Sptaliu'  qax* 

4 Temporal,  et  (.’omrnunitif,  &c.  consensa  r.  j 
4 regie  Majestatis  assensu  (inter  alia)  saaaun: 

4 inuctitatuin  et  stabihtum  fuit  hoc  rtywiis  , 
4 tutum/  viz. 44  An  Act  for  an  U mon  of  tbe  t»< 

4 kingdoms  of  England  and  Scotland,1*  cup 
4 quidem  tenor  sequitur  in  his  verbis:’  Jim: 
Gracious  Sovereign,  Whereas  Article*  of Un* 
were  agreed  on  the  22nd  day  of  July,  in  tbe  hii 
year  of  your  majesty *s  reign,  by  the  CuH* 
sinners  nominated  ou  behalf  of  the  kmgtkro 
of  England,  under  your  majesty’s  great  *»l 
of  England,  bearing  date  at  Westminster  iie 
10th  of  April  then  last  pasr,  in  pursuance  a 
an  Act  of  parliament  made  in  England,  w u* 
third  year  of  your  majesty's  reign  ; and  the 
commissioners  nominated  ou  the  behalf  of  tie 
kingdom  of  Scotland,  under  your  majean 
great  seal  of  Scotland,  bearing  date  the  2ita 
day  of  February,  in  the  4th  year  of  yocr  ma- 
jesty's reign,  in  pursuance  of  the  fourth  Actrr 
the  third  session  of  the  present  parliament  a 
Scotland,  to  treat  of  and  concerning  an  Uww 
of  the  said  kingdoms:  and  whereas  an  Ac 
hath  passed  in  the  parliament  of  Scotland,  u 
Edinburgh,  the  10th  day  of  January,  ra  ft* 
fifth  year  of  your  majesty’s  reign,  wherein  its 
mentioned,  that  the  estates  of  Parhaaer, 
considering  the  said  Articles  of  Union  of 
two  kingdoms,  had  agreed  to  and  approved  tf  f 
the  said  Articles  of  Union,  with  some  additwM 
and  explanations  : and  that  your  majesty, 
advice  and  consent  of  the  estates  of  purlins** 
for  establishing  the  Protestant  Religion, 
Presbyterian  Church  Government  withia  dr 
kingdom  of  Scotland,  had  passed  in  the  sax* 
session  of  parliament,  nn  Act  intituled,  u Act 
for  securing  of  the  Protestant  Religion  ui 
Presbyterian  Church  Government,"  which, by 
the  tenor  thereof,  was  appointed  to  be  in- 
serted in  an  Act  ratifying  the  Treaty,  sod  ex- 
pressly declared  to  be  a fundamental  and  »* 
sential  condition  of  the  said  Treaty  orFnico 
in  all  times  coming,  the  tenor  of  which  Article*, 
as  ratified  and  approved  of, with  additional 
explanations,  by  the  said  Act  of  Parliament  ot  . 
Scotland,  follows : 

Article  ].  That  the  two  kingdoms  of  Fin- 
land and  Scotland  shall,  upon  the  1st  day  ot 
May,  which  shall  be  in  the  year  1707,  and  fc* 
ever  after,  be  united  into  one  kingdom,  by  tbs 
name  of  Great  Britain  ; and  that  the  ensigns 
armorial  of  the  said  united  kingdom  be  w»di« 
her  majesty  sliall  appoint,  and  the  cross**  ot 
St.  George  and  St.  Andrew  be  conjoined  * 
such  manner  as  her  majesty  shall  think  fit. 
and  used  in  all  flaggs,  banners,  standards, 
ensigns,  both  at  sea  and  land. 
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Art.  2.  That  the  succession  to  the  monarchy 
it  the  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  and  of 
iie  dominions  thereto  belonging,  after  her  meat 
acred  majesty,  and  in  default  of  issue  of  her 
aajesly,  be,  remain  and  continue,  to  the  most  ex- 
elleot  princess  Sophia,  electoreas  and  dutcliess 
Jowager  of  Hanover,  and  the  heirs  of  her 
<ody,  being  Protestants,  upon  whom  the  crown 
>f  Euglaml  is  settled  hy  an  act  of  parliament 
uade  in  England,  in  the  12th  year  of  the  reign 
if  Ins  late  majesty  king  William  the  3d,  in- 
nuled,  “ An  Act  for  the  further  limitation  of 
he  crown,  and  better  securing  the  rights  and 
iberties  of  the  subject and  that  all  Papists 
<nd  persons  marrying  Papists,  shall  be  excluded 
rum  and  for  ever  incapable  to  inherit,  possess, 
ir  enjoy  the  imperial  crown  of  Great  Britain, 
ind  the  dominions  thereunto  belonging,  or  any 
•art  thereof;  and,  in  every  such  case,  the 
rown  and  government  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
irsceod  to,  and  he  enjoyed  by  such  person, 
leing  a Protestant,  as  should  have  inherited 
md  enjoyed  the  same,  in  case  such  Papist  or 
■erson  marrying  a Papist,  was  naturally  dead, 
ccording  to  provision  for  the  descent  of  the 
town  of  England,  made  hy  another  act  of 
itrliament  in  England,  in  the  first  year  of  the 
eign  of  their  late  majesties  king  William  and 
pieen  Mary,  intituled,  ‘ An  Act  declaring  the 
ights  and  liberties  of  the  subject,  and  settling 
lie  succession  of  the  crown.’ 

Art.  3.  That  the  united  kingdom  of  Creat 
Britain  be  represented  by  one  and  the  same 
parliament,  to  be  styled  1 The  Parliament  of 
ureat  Britain.’ 

Art.  4.  That  all  the  subjects  of  the  united 
ingdom  of  Great  Britain  shall,  from  and  after 
he  Union,  hnvo  full  freedom  and  intercourse  of 
rade  and  navigation  to  and  from  any  port  ur 
dace  within  the  said  united  kingdom,  and  the 
lotninions  and  plantations  thereunto  belonging ; 
md  that  there  he  a communication  of  all  othrr 
ights,  privileges  and  advantages,  which  do  or 
nay  belong  to  the  subjects  nf  either  kingdom, 
xcept  where  it  is  otherwise  expressly  agreed 
n these  Articles. 

Art.  5.  That  all  ships,  or  vessels,  belonging 
o her  majesty's  subjects  of  ScotJund  at  the 
one  of  ratifying  the  Treaty  of  Union  of  the 
wo  kingdoms  in  the  parliament  of  Scotland, 
hough  foreign  built,  be  deemed  and  pass  as 
hips  of  the  built  of  Great  Britain  : the  owner, 
where  there  are  more  owners,  one  or  more 
>f  the  owners,  within  12  months  after  the  1st 
>f  May  next,  making  onth,  that  at  the  time  of 
atifying  the  Treaty  of  Union  in  the  parliament 
>f  Scotland,  the  same  did,  in  whole  or  in  part, 
>elong  to  him  or  them,  or  to  some  othersubject 
>r  subjects  of  Scotland,  to  be  particularly 
moled,  with  the  place  of  their  respective 
'bodes  ; and  that  the  same  doth  then,  at  tlie 
a me  of  the  said  deposition,  wholly  belong  to 
lim  or  them  ; and  that  no  foreigner,  directly 
>r  indirectly,  hath  any  share,  part,  or  interest 
herein  ; which  oath  shall  be  made  before  the 
thief  officer  or  officers  of  the  customs,  ih  the 
port  next  to  the  abode  of  the  said  owner  or 


owners  ; and  the  said  officer,  or  officers,  shall 
be  impowered  to  administer  the  said  oath: 
and  the  oath  being  so  administered,  shall  he 
attested  by  the  officer  or  officers,  who  admi- 
nistered the  same ; aud  being  registered  by 
the  said  officer  or  officers,  sliull  he  delivered  to 
the  master  oi  the  ship,  ibr  security  of  her  navi- 
gation ; and  the  duplicate  thereof  shall  he 
transmitted,  by  the  said  officer  or  officers,  to  the 
chief  officer  or  officers  of  the  customs  in  the  port 
of  Edinburgh,  to  be  there  entered  in  a register, 
aud  from  thence  be  sent  to  the  port  of  London, 
to  be  there  entered  in  the  general  register  of 
all  trading  ships  belonging  to  Great  Britain. 

Art.  6.  That  all  parts  of  the  united  king- 
dom for  ever,  from  and  after  the  Union,  shall 
have  the  same  allowances,  encouragements, 
and  drawbacks,  and  be  under  the  same  pro- 
hibitions, restrictions,  and  regulations  of  trade, 
and  liable  to  the  same  customs  and  duties  on 
import  and  export;  and  that  the  allowances, 
encouragements  and  drawbacks,  prohibitions, 
restrictions  and  regulations  of  trade,  and  the 
customs  and  duties  on  import  and  export, 
settled  m England, when  the  Union  commences, 
shall,  from  and  after  the  Union,  take  place 
throughout  the  whole  united  kingdom,  except- 
ing and  reserving  the  duties  upon  export  and 
import  of  such  particular  commodities  from 
which  any  persons,  the  subjects  of  cither  king- 
dom, are  specially  liberated  and  exempted  by 
their  private  rights,  which,  after  the  Union, 
are  to  remain  safe  and  intire  to  them,  in  all 
respects,  as  before  the  same  ; and  that,  from 
and  after  the  Union,  no  Scots  cattle  carried 
into  England  shall  be  liable  to  any  other  duties, 
either  on  the  public  or  private  accounts,  than 
those  duties  to  which  the  cattle  of  England  are 
ur  shall  be  liable  within  the  said  kingdom. 
And  seeing,  by  the  laws  of  England,  there  are 
rewards  granted  upon  the  exportation  of  cer- 
tain kinds  of  grain,  wherein  oats  grinded  or 
ungrinded  are  not  expressed,  that,  from  and 
after  the  Union,  when  oats  shall  be  sold  at  lor. 
sterling  per  quarter,  or  under,  there  shall  be 
paid  3f.  6 d.  sterling  for  every  quarter  of  the 
oatmeal  exported  in  the  terms  of  the  law, 
whereby  and  so  long  as  rewards  are  granted 
for  exportation  of  other  grain,  and  that  lit* 
bear  of  Scotland  have  the  same  rewards  as 
barley.  And  in  respect  the  importation  of 
victual  into  Scotland,  from  any  place  beyond 
era,  would  prove  a discouragement  to  tillage, 
therefore,  that  (he.  prohibition,  as  now  in  foice 
by  the  law  of  Scotland,  against  importation  of 
victuals  from  Ireland,  or  any  other  place  be- 
yond sea  into  Scotland,  do,  after  the  Union, 
remain  in  the  same  force  as  now  it  is,  until 
more  proper  and  effectual  ways  be  provided  hy 
the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  for  discourag- 
ing the  importation  of  the  said  victuals  from 
beyond  sea. 

Art.  7.  That  all  parts  of  the  united  kingdom 
be  for  ever,  from  and  after  the  Union,  liable  to 
the  same  excises  upon  all  exciseable  liquora, 
excepting  only,  that  the  34  gallons  English 
barrel  of  beer  or  ale,  amounting  to  12  gallon! 
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Scots  present  measure,  sold  in  Scotland  by  the 
brewer  at  9 ».  <i  d.  sterling,  excluding  all  duties, 
and  retailed,  including  duties  and  the  retailer’s 
profit,  at  id.  the  Scots  pint,  or  eighth  port  of 
the  Scots  gtllon,  he  not,  after  the  Union, 
liable,  on  account  of  the  present  excise  upon 
exciseable  liquors  in  England,  to  any  higher 
imposition  than  2 s.  sterling  upon  the  forcsaid 
34  gallons  English  barrel,  being  12  gallons  the 
present  Sols  measure ; and  that  the  excise 
settled  in  England  on  all  other  liquors,  when 
the  Union  commences,  take  place  througluiut 
the  whole  united  kingdom. 

Art.  8.  That,  from  and  afier  the  Union,  all 
foreign  salt,  which  shall  be  imported  into  Scot- 
land, shall  be  charged,  at  the  importation  there, 
with  the  same  duties  as  the  like  salt  is  now 
charged  wiih,  beiug  imported  into  England, 
and  to  be  levied  and  secured  in  the  same 
manner.  But,  in  regard  the  duties  of  great 
quantities  of  foreign  suit  imported  may  be  very 
lieavy  upon  the  merchants  importers,  that 
therefore  all  foreign  salt  ioiported  into  Scotland 
ahall  he  cellared  and  locked  up  under  the  cus- 
tody of  the  merchants  importers  and  the  officers 
employed  for  levying  the  duties  upon  salt;  and 
that  the  merchant  may  have  nliat  quantity 
thereof  his  occasion  may  require,  nut  under  a 
weigh  or  40  bushels  at  a time,  giving  security 
for  the  duty  of  what  quantity  he  receives,  pay- 
able in  six  months;  but  Scotland  shall,  for  the 
space  of  seven  years  from  the  said  Union,  be 
exempted  from  paying  in  Scotland,  for  salt 
made  there,  the  duty  or  excise  now  payable 
for  salt  made  in  England,  but,  from  the  expi- 
ration of  the  said  seven  years,  shall  be  subject 
and  liable  to  the  same  duties  for  salt  made  in 
Scotland,  as  shall  be  then  payable  for  salt 
made  in  England,  to  be  levied  and  secured  in 
the  same  manner,  and  with  proportionable 
drawbacks  and  allowances,  as  in  England; 
with  this  exception,  that  Scotland  shall,  after 
tbc  said  seven  years,  retnuiu  exempted  from  the 
duty  of  2 s.  4 d.  a bushel  on  home  salt,  imposed 
by  an  act  made  in  England  in  the  ninth  and 
tenth  of  king  William  the  3rd  of  Eugland.  And 
if  (lie  parliament,  of  Great  Britain  shall,  at  or 
before  the  expiring  of  the  said  seven  years, 
substitute  any  other  fund  in  place  of  the  said 
2 1.  id.  of  excise  on  the  bushel  of  home  salt, 
Scotland  shall,  after  the  said  seven  years,  bear 
a propoition  of  the  said  fund,  and  have  an 
equivalent  in  the  terms  of  this  Treaty  : and  that, 
during  the  said  seven  years,  there  shall  be 
payed  in  England,  for  all  salt  made  in  Scot- 
land, and  imported  from  thence  into  England, 
the  same  duties  upon  the  importation  as  shall 
be  payable  for  salt  made  in  England,  to  be 
levied  and  secured  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
duties  on  foreign  salt  are  to  be  levied  and 
secured  in  England.  And  that,  after  the  said 
seven  years,  as  long  as  tbc  said  duty  of  2 s.  4 d. 
a bushel  upon  salt  is  continued  in  England,  the 
said  2 s.  4d.  a bushel  shall  be  payable  for  all 
salt  made  in  Scotland,  and  imported  into  Eng- 
land, to  be  levied  and  secured  in  the  same 
manner;  and  that,  during  the  continuance  of 
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the  duty  of  2 ».  id.  a bushel  opon  salt  nude  a 
England,  no  salt  whatsoever  be  broogkt  tea 
Scotland  to  England  by  land  in  ar.r  owe, 
under  the  penalty  of  forfeiting  the  salt,  sad  tin 
cattle  and  carriages  made  use  of  in  brisks;  tin 
same,  and  paying  20  >.  for  every  bushel  at  sat 
salt,  and  proportionately  lor  a greater  nr  lese 
quantity;  for  which  the  carrier,  as  adl  u da 
owner,  shall  be  liable  jointly  and  serenitr, 
aud  the  persons  bringing  or  carrying  the  ixat, 
to  be  imprisoned  by  any  one  justice  of  tk 
peace  by  the  space  of  six  months,  withoat  bsL 
and  until  the  penalty  be  payed.  And,  fcr 
establishing  an  equality  in  trade,  that  allies 
exported  trout  Scotland  to  England,  xnd  yet  a 
board  in  Scotland,  to  be  exported  to  pens  be 
yond  the  seas,  and  provision  for  slaps  is  Sot- 
land,  and  tor  foreign  voyages,  may  he  nitre 
with  Scots  salt,  paying  the  same  duty  lor  etc 
salt  is  so  employed  as  the  like  qusntitv  of  no 
salt  pays  in  England,  and  under  tie  sat 
penalties,  forfeitures  and  provisions,  tor  in- 
venting: of  frauds,  as  are  mentioned  in  thrian 
of  England  : And  that,  from  and  site  tk 
Union,  the  laws  and  acts  of  parliament  in  tea- 
land,  for  pineing,  curing,  and  packing  of  ta- 
rings, white  fish,  and  salmon,  for  exporixfc- 
with  foreign  salt  only,  without  any  mats' 
British  or  Irish  salt,  and  tor  prevents; «’ 
frauds  in  curing  and  packing  of  fish,  beets- 
turned  in  forte  in  Scotland,  subject  is  art 
alterations  as  shall  be  made  bv  die  pariosf-: 
of  Great  Britain ; and  that  ail  fish  eipot® 
from  Scotland  to  parts  beyond  the  sets,  eh  3 
shall  be  cured  with  foreign  salt  only,  and  nth 
out  mixture  of  British  or  Irish  salt,  shall  an 
the  same  easts,  premiums,  and  draw-back),  a 
are  or  shall  be  allowed  to  such  persons  un- 
port  die  like  fish  from  England:  and  that, ft 
encouragement  of  the  herring  fislung,  tie* 
shall  be  allowed  and  payed  to  the  wljeCi 
inhabitants  of  Great  Britain,  during  the  preset 
allowances  for  other  fish,  10s.  5d.  steriug’* 
every  barrel  of  white  herrings  which  dai  h 
exported  from  Scotland;  and  that  ditrr  sat 
he  allowed  5s.  sterling  for  every  barrel  of  kd 
or  pork  salted  with  foreign  salt,  witbost  su- 
ture of  Britisher  Irish  salt,  andexpomdik 
sale  from  Scotland  to  parts  beyond  sea,  st- 
able by  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  -tol 
if  any  matters  of  fraud  relating  to  the*® 
duties  on  salt  shall  hereafter  appear,  wirni 
not  sufficiently  provided  against  by  tins  Atbet 
the  same  .'■hall  be  subject  to  such  farther 
risions  as  shall  be  thought  fit  by  the  paritst*® 
of  Great  Britain. 

Art.  9.  That,  whensoever  the  wo 
1,997,763/.  8t.  4 j d.  shall  be  enacted  by  tk 
parliament  of  Great  Britain,  to  be  raised  w 
t lint  part  of  the  united  kingdom  no*  cxlW 
England,  on  land,  and  otlier  things  ami.' 
charged  jn  acts  of  parliament  there,  for  pitt- 
ing un  aid  to  tlie  crown  by  a land  txx,  tkt 
part  of  tlie  uaiieti  kingdom  now  called  Scotani 
shall  be  charged,  by  the  same  act,  with  a w- 
tber  sum  of  48,000  /.  free  of  all  charges,  ss  tk 
quota  of  Scotland  ta  such  tax,  and  w prep*' 
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onally  for  any  greater  or  lesser  sum  raised  in 
lowland  by  any  tax  on  land,  and  other  things 
sually  charged  together  with  the  land ; and 
iat  such  quota  for  Scotland,  in  the  cases  afo re- 
nd, be  raised  and  collected  in  the  same  mail- 
er as  the  cess  now  is  in  Scotland  : hut  subject 
) such  regulations,  iu  the  manner  of  collect- 
!g,  as  shall  he  made  by  the  parliament  of 
ireat  Britain. 

Art.  10.  That,  during  the  continuance  of  the 
?spective  duties  on  stinipt  paper,  vellum,  and 
archroent,  by  the  several  acts  now  iu  force  iu 
.tigland,  Scotland  shall  not  be  charged  with 
je  ? une  respective  duties. 

Art.  11.  That,  during  the  continuance  of  the 
□ties  payable  in  England  on  windows  nnd 
ghts,  which  determine  on  the  first  day  of  Au- 
ast,  1710,  Scotland  shall  not  be  charged  with 
*e  same  duties. 

Art.  12.  That,  during  the  continuance  of  the 
uiies  payable  in  England  on  coals,  culm,  and 
mders,  which  determines  the  30th  day  of  Sep- 
*mber,  1710,  Scotland  shall  not  be  charged 
icrewith  for  coals,  culm,  and  cinders,  con- 
uned  there;  but  shall  be  charged  with  the 
iroc  duties  as  in  England  for  all  coal,  culm, 
ud  cinders  not  consumed  in  Scotland. 

Art.  13.  That,  during  the  continuance  of  the 
uty  payable  in  England  upon  malt,  which  de- 
mnine*  the  2 1th  day  of  June,  1707,  Scotland 
hall  not  he  charged  with  that  duty. 

Art.  14.  That  the  kingdom  of  Scotland  be 
ot  charged  with  any  other  duties  laid  on  by 
le  parliament  of  England  before  the  Union, 
tcept  those  consented  to  in  this  Treaty,  in  re- 
*rd  it  is  agreed,  that  all  necessary  provision 
tall  he  made  by  the  parliament  of  Scotland 
»r  the  public  charge  and  service  of  that  king- 
om,  for  the  year  1707  ; provided,  neverthe- 
•*,  that,  if  the  parliament  of  England  shall 
link  fit  to  lay  any  further  impositions,  by  way 
f customs,  or  such  excises,  with  which,  by  vir- 
ie  of  this  Treaty,  Scotland  is  to  be  charged 
qually  with  England,  in  such  case,  Scotland 
uli  be  liable  to  the  same  customs  and  excises, 
ad  have  an  equivalent  to  be  settled  by  the 
arliament  of  Great  Britain;  with  this  further 
rovision,  that  any  malt,  to  he  made  and  con- 
lined  in  that  part  of  the  united  Itingdom  now 
died  ScotUud,  shall  not  be  charged  with  any 
^position  on  malt  during  this  present  war ; 
id  seeing  it  cannot  be  supposed  that  the  pnr- 
anient  of  Great  Britain  will  ever  lay  any  sort 
‘ burdens  upon  the  united  kingdom  but  what 
icy  shall  find  of  necessity  at  that  time  for  the 
reservation  and  good  of  the  whole,  and  with 
ue  regard  to  the  circumstances  and  abilities  of 
rer y part  of  the  united  kingdom;  therefore  it 
agreed,  that  there  he  no  further  exemption 
isisted  upon  for  any  part  of  the  united  king- 
fin  ; but  that  the  consideration  of  any  exemp- 
miS  beyond  what  are  already  agreed  on  in 
lis  Treaty,  shall  he  left  to  the  determination  of 
ie  parliament  of  Great  Britnin. 

Art.  15.  Tint  whereas,  by  t*»e  terms  of  this 
reaty,  ibe  subjects  of  Scotland,  for  preserving 
il  equality  of  trade  throughout  the  united 


kingdom,  will  be  liable  to  several  customs  and 
excises  now  payable  in  England,  which  will  ho 
applicable  towards  payment  of  the  debts  of 
England,  contracted  before  the  Union ; it  is 
agreed,  that  Scotland  shall  have  an  equivalent 
for  what  the  subjects  thereof  shall  be  so  charged 
towards  payment  of  the  said  debts  of  England 
in  all  particulars  whatsoever,  in  manner  follow- 
ing, viz.  That,  before  the  Union  of  the  said 
kingdoms,  the  sum  of  398,035/.  10s.  be  granted 
to  her  majesty,  by  the  parliament  of  England, 
for  the  uses  after-mentioned,  being  the  equiva- 
lent to  be  answered  to  Scotland,  for  such  parti 
of  the  said  customs  and  excises  upon  all  excise- 
able  liquors,  with  w hich  that  kingdom  is  to  be 
charged  upon  the  Union,  as  will  he  applicable 
to  the  payment  of  the  said  debts  of  England, 
according  to  the  proportions  which  the  present 
customs  in  Scotland,  being  30,000/.  p£r  annum, 
do  bear  to  the  customs  in  England,  computed 
at  1,311,559/.  per  anuum,  and  which  the  pre- 
sent excises  on  exciseable  liquors  in  Scotland, 
being  33,500/.  per  annum,  do  bear  to  the  ex- 
cises on  exciseable  liquors  in  England,  comput- 
ed at  917,002/.  per  annum,  which  sum  of 
398,085/.  10i.  shall  he  due  and  payable  from 
the  lime  of  the  Union : and  in  regard  that, 
after  the  Union,  Scotland  becoming  liable  to 
the  same  customs  and  duties  payable  ou  im- 
port and  export,  and  to  the  same  excises  ou  all 
exciseable  liquors  as  in  England,  as  well  upon 
that  account,  as  opon  the  account  of  the  in- 
crease of  trade  and  people  (which  will  he  the 
liappy  consequence  of  the  Union),  the  said  re- 
venues will  much  improve  beyond  the  before- 
mentioned  annual  values  thereof,  of  which  no 
preseu t estimate  can  he  made:  yet  neverthe- 
less, for  the  reasons  aforesaid,  there  ought  to 
he  a proportionable  equivalent  answered  to 
Scotland  ; it  is  agreed,  (hat,  after  the  Union, 
there  shall  he  nn  account  kept  of  the  said  du- 
ties arising  in  Scotland,  to  the  end  it  may  ap- 
pear what  ought  to  be  answered  to  Scotland 
as  an  equivalent  for  such  proportion  of  the  said 
increase  as  shall  be  applicable  to  the  payment 
of  the  debts  of  England.  And,  for  the  further 
nnd  more  effectual  answering  the  sever.il  ends 
hereafter-mentioned,  it  is  agreed,  that,  from 
and  after  the  Union,  the  whole  increase 
of  the  revenues  of  customs  and  duties  on 
import  and  export,  and  excise  upon  excisca- 
ble  liquors  in  Scotland,  over  and  above  the 
annual  produce  of  the  said  respective  duties  ns 
above  stated,  shall  go  and  he  applied,  for  the 
term  of  seven  years  to  the  uses  hereafter  men- 
tioned, and  that,  upon  the  said  account,  there 
shall  be  answered  to  Scotland  annually,  from 
the  end  of  seven  years  after  I ho  Union,  an 
equivalent  in  proportion  to  such  part  of  the 
laid  increase  as  shall  be  applicable  to  the  debts 
of  England  ; and,  generally,  that  an  equivalent 
shall  be  answered  to  Sou  land  for  such  parts  of 
the  English  debts  os  Scotland  may  hereafter 
become  liable  to  pay  by  reason  of  the  Union, 
other  than  such  fur  which  appropriations  have 
been  made  by  parliament  in  England,  of  the 
customs  or  other  duties  on  export  and  import, 
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excises  on  all  exciseable  liquors,  in  respect  of 
which  debts,  equivalents  are  herein  before  pro- 
vided: und  as  for  the  uses,  to  which  the  said 
sum  of  398,085/.  10*.  to  be  granted  as  afore- 
said, and  all  other  moneys  which  are  to  be  an- 
swered or  allowed  to  Scotland  as  aforesaid,  are 
to  be  applied;  it  is  agreed,  that  in  the  first 
place,  out  of  the  foresaid  suin,  what  considera- 
tion shall  be  found  necessary  to  be  had  for  any 
losses  which  private  persons  may  sustain,  by 
reducing  the  coin  of  Scotland  to  the  standart 
and  value  of  the  coin  of  England,  may  be  made 
good  : in  the  next  place,  that  the  capital  stock 
or  fund  of  the  African  and  Indian  Company  of 
Scotland  advanced,  together  with  the  interest  for 
the  said  capital  stock  afeerthe  rate  of  five  per  cent, 
per  annum , from  the  respective  times  of  the  pay- 
ment thereof,  shall  be  payed  ; upon  payment  of 
which  capital  stock  ami  interest,  it  is  agreed  the 
said  Company  be  dis^lved  and  cease;  and 
also,  that,  from  the  time  of  passing  the  act  of 
parliament  in  England,  for  raising  the  said  sum 
of  398,085/.  10*.  the  said  Company  shall  nei 
ther  trade,  nor  grant  licence  to  trade,  provid- 
ing, that,  if  the  said  stock  and  interest  shall 
not  be  payed  in  twelve  months  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Union,  that  then  the  said 
Company  nmy  from  thenceforward, trade,  or  give 
licence  to  trade,  until  the  said  whole  capital 
stock  and  interest  shall  be  paid  : and  as  to  the 
overplus  of  the  said  sum  of  398,085 /.  10*.  after 
payment  of  what  considerations  shall  be  had 
for  losses  in  repairing  the  coin,  and  paying  the 
said  capital  stock  and  interest,  nnd  also  the 
whole  increase  of  the  said  revenues  of  customs, 
duties,  nnd  excises,  above  the  present  value, 
which  shall  arise  in  Scotland,  during  the  said 
term  of  seven  years,  together  with  the  equiva- 
lent, which  shall  become  due  upon  the  improve- 
ment thereof  in  Scotland  after  the  said  term  ; 
and  also,  ns  to  all  other  sums,  which,  according 
to  the  agreements  aforesaid,  may  become  pay- 
able to  Scotland  by  way  of  equivalent  for  what 
that  kingdom  shall  hereafter  become  liable 
towards  payment  of  the  debt  of  England ; it  is 
agreed,  that  the  same  be  applied  in  manner  fol- 
lowing, viz.  That  all  the  public  debts  of  the 
kingdom  of  Scotland,  as  shall  be  adjusted  by 
this  present  parliament,  shall  be  payed;  and 
that ", 000/.  per  a nnum,  for  the  space  of  seven 
years,  shall  be  applied  towards  encouraging  and 
promoting  the  manufacture  of  coarse  wool 
within  those  shires  which  produce  the  wool, 
nnd  that  the  first  2,000/.  sterling  be  payed  at 
Martin  mass  next,  and  so  yearly  at  Mnrtinmass 
during  the  space  foresaid ; and,  afterwards,  the 
same  shall  be  wholly  applied  towards  the  en- 
couraging and  promoting  the  fisheries,  and  such 
other  manufactures  and  improvements  in  Scot- 
land as  may  most  conduce  to  the  General  good 
of  the  United  Kingdom.  And  it  is  agreed, 
that  her  majesty  he  impowered  to  appoint 
Commissioners,  who  shall  he  accountable  to  ihe 
parliament  of  Great  Britain,  for  disposing  the 
said  sum  of  398,085/.  10s.  and  all  other  moneys 
which  shall  arise  to  Scotland  upon  the  agree- 
ments aforesaid,  to  the  purposes  beforc-men- 
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tioned,  which  commissioners  shall  be  impovr-- 
ed  to  call  for,  receive,  and  dispose  of,  the  sod 
moneys  in  manner  aforesaid,  and  to  inspect 
books  of  the  several  collectors  of  the  said  n- 
venues,  and  of  all  other  duties  from  whence  is 
equivalent  may  arise  ; and  that  the  collect:* 
and  managers  of  the  said  revenues  and  dot*- 
be  obliged  to  give  to  the  said  comm issiooers  52b- 
scribed  authentic  abbreviates  of  the  produce  of 
such  revenues  and  duties  arising  io  their  res- 
pective districts ; and  that  the  said  co*as- 
siouers  shall  have  their  office  within  the  finti 
of  Scotland,  and  shall  in  soch  office  keep  bo*ks, 
containing  accounts  of  the  amount  of  (be  equi- 
valents, and  how  the  same  shall  have  been  da- 
posed  of,  from  time  to  time,  which  may  be  ia- 
spected  by  any  of  die  subjects  who  shall  dears 
the  same. 

Art.  16.  That,  from  and  after  the  UaiflR, 
the  coin  shall  be  of  the  same  standsrt  twj 
value  throughout  the  united  kingdom  as  no* 
in  England,  and  a mint  shall  be  eoothned  is 
Scotland  under  the  same  rules  a;  the  romi  a 
England;  and  the  present  officers  of  the  mi:: 
continued,  subject  to  such  regulations  *wi  al- 
terations as  her  majesty,  her  heirs  or  soemsn 
or  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  shall  tfcifi 
fit. 

Art.  17.  That  from  and  after  the  Unio®,  tbe 
same  weights  nnd  measures  shall  lie  ees 
throughout  the  United  Kingdom,  as  are  ae-* 
established  in  England : nnd  standard  at 

weights  and  measures  shall  be  kept  by  tk* 
burghs  in  Scotland,  to  whom  the  keeping  tbe 
standarts  of  weights  and  measures,  do w in  e* 
there,  does  of  special  right  belong;  all  wiki 
standarts  shall  be  sent  down  to  such  respec- 
tive burghs,  from  the  standarts  kept  in  ti>e  Ex- 
chequer at  Westminster,  subject  nevertbe1^ 
to  such  regulations  as  the  parliament  of  Grea: 
Britain  shall  think  fit. 

Art.  18.  That  the  laws  concerning  refla- 
tion of  trade,  customs,  and  such  excises,  » 
which  Scotland  is,  by  virtue  of  this  Treaty,  f 
be  liable,  be  the  same  in  Scotland,  from  ati 
after  tbe  Union,  as  in  England  ; and  that 
other  lows,  in  u*e  within  the  kingdom  of  Scot- 
land, do,  after  the  Union,  nnd  notwithstanriit; 
thereof,  remain  in  the  same  force  ns  bffa* 
(except  such  as  are  contrary  to,  or  inconuste^ 
with  this  Treaty),  but  alterable  by  the  pari*- 
ment  of  Great  Britain,  with  this  difference 
betwixt  the  laws  concerning  public  right,  po- 
licy, and  civil  government,  and  those 
concern  private  right,  that  the  laws  whiefc  coe- 
cern  public  right,  policy,  and  civil  governmer- 
may  be  made  the  same  throughout  the 
United  Kingdom,  hut  that  no  alteraton  be 
made  in  laws  which  concern  private  right,  ex- 
cept for  evident  utility  of  the  subject  with* 
Scotland. 

Art.  19.  That  the  Court  of  Session,  or  Col- 
lege of  Justice,  do,  after  tbe  Union,  and  art- 
withstanding  thereof,  remain  in  all  time  cow- 
ing within  Scotland  as  it  is  now  constituted  !y 
the  laws  of  that  kingdom,  and  with  the  mi** 
authority  and  privileges  as  before  the  Ue®b 
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ibjer.t  nevertlieless  to  such  regulations,  for  power  to  cognosce,  review,  or  niter  the  acts  or 
le  better  administration  of  justice,  ns  shall  sentences  of  the  judicatures  within  Scotland, 
e made  by  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain;  or  stop  the  execution  ef  the  same;  anti  that 
nd  that  hereafter  uone  shall  ho  named  by  j there  be  a court  of  Exchequer  in  Scotland, 
er  majesty,  or  her  royal  successors,  to  be  or-  after  the  Union,  for  deciding  questions  con- 
innry  lords  of  session,  but  such  who  hate  j cerning  the  revenues  of  customs  aud  excises 
:tved  in  the  college  of  justice  as  advocates,  or  , there,  having  the  same  power  and  authority  in 
rincipal  clerks  of  session,  for  the  spare  of  such  cases  as  the  court  of  Exchequer  has  in 
ve  years,  or  as  writers  to  the  signet,  for  the  England;  and  that  the  said  court  of  Fxchcquer 
>ace  of  ten  years,  with  this  provision,  that  no  in  Scotland  have  power  of  passing  signatures, 
riter  to  the  signet  be  capable  to  he  admitted  gifts,  tutorics,  and  in  other  thing*,  as  the  court 
lord  of  t ne session,  unless  he  undergo  private  of  Exchequer  at  present  in  Scotland  hath; 
ad  public  trial  on  the  civil  law  before  the  fa-  and  that  the  court  of  Exchequer  that  now  is  in 
uity  of  advocates,  and  be  found  by  them  qua-  Scotland  do  remain,  until  a new  court  of  Ex-* 
tied  for  the  said  office,  two  years  before  he  lie  chequer  he  settled  by  the  parliament  of  Great 
aim  d to  be  a lord  of  the  session,  yet  so  as  the  Britain  in  Scotland  after  the  Union  : And  that, 
ualificat ions  made,  or  to  be  made,  for  capa-  after  the  Union,  the  queen's  majesty  and  her 
hating  persons  to  be  named  ordinary  lords  royal  successors  may  continue  a privy  council 
f session,  may  he  altered  by  the  parliament  in  Scotland,  for  preserving  of  public  peace  and 
f Great  Britain.  And  that  the  Court  of  Jus-  order,  until  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain 
aury  do  also,  after  the  Union,  and  nutwitb-  shall  think  fit  to  alter  it,  or  establish  any  other 
landing  thereof,  remain,  in  all  time  coming,  effectual  method  for  that  end. 
ithin  Scotland,  as  it  is  now  constituted  by  Art.  20.  That  all  heretable  offices,  superiori- 
be  laws  of  that  kingdom,  and  with  the  same  ties,  heretable  jurisdictions,  offices  fop  life,  and 
uiiiority  nnd  privileges  as  before  the  Union,  jurisdictions  for  life,  he  reserved  to  the  owners 
abject  nevertheless  to  such  regulations  ns  thereof,  as  rights  of  property,  in  the  same 
hall  be  made  by  the  parliament  of  Great  Bri-  manner  as  they  are  now  enjoyed  by  the  laws 
sin,  and  without  prejudice  of  other  rights  of  of  Scotland,  notwithstanding  this  Treaty, 
astiemry:  and  that  all  admiralty  jurisdictions  Art.  21.  That  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
>e  under  the  lord  high  admiral,  or  commis-  the  royal  burghs  in  Scotland,  as  they  now  are, 
ioners  for  the  admiralty,  of  Great  Britain  for  do  remain  entire  after  the  Union,  and  not- 
he  time  being;  and  that  the  court  of  ndmi-  withstanding  thereof. 

alty  now  established  in  Scotland  he  conti-  Art.  22.  That,  by  virtue  of  this  Treaty,  of 
>ued  ; and  that  all  reviews,  reductions,  or  sus-  the  peers  of  Scotland  at  the  time  of  the  Union, 
tensions  of  the  sentences  in  maritime  cases,  JO  shall  ho  the  number  to  sit  and  vote  in  tha 
ompetent  to  the  jurisdiction  of  that  court,  re-  House  of  Lords,  and  45  the  number  of  the  re- 
nain  in  the  same  manner  after  the  Union  as  presentatives  of  Scotland  in  the  House  of 
iow  in  Scotland,  until  the  parliament  of  Great  Commons  of  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  : 
Iritaiu  shall  make  such  regulations  and  alter-  nnd  that,  when  her  majesty,  her  heirs  or  suc- 
tions as  shall  be  judged  expedient  for  the  cesaors,  shall  declare  her  or  their  pleasure  for 
» lisle  United  Kingdom;  so  as  there  be  alwise  holding  the  first  or  any  subsequent  parliament 
ontinued  in  Scotland  a court  of  admiralty,  of  Great  Britain,  until  the  parliament  of  Great 
uch  as  in  England,  for  determination  of  all  Britain  shall  make  further  provision  therein,  a 
naritirue  cases  relating  to  private  rights  in  writ  do  issue  under  the  great* seal  of  the  United  * 
H olland  competent  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Kingdom,  directed  to  the  privy  council  of  Scot- 
idtuiralty  court,  subject  nevertheless  to  such  land,  commanding  them  to  cause  10  peers, 
emulations  and  alterations  as  shall  he  thought  who  are  to  sit  in  the  House  of  Lords,  to  be 
>n>per  to  be  made  by  the  parliament  of  Great  summoned  to  parliament,  nnd  45  members  to 
Britain;  and  that  the  heretable  rights  of  ud-  be  elected  to  sit  in  the  House  of  Common*  of 
niralty,  and  vice-admiralties,  in  Scotland,  be  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  according  to 
t served  to  the  respective  proprietors  as  rights  the  agreement  in  this  Treaty,  in  such  manner 
»£  property,  subject  nevertheless,  ns  to  the  as  by  an  net  of  this  present  session  ot  the  par- 
uanner  of  exercising  such  heretable  rights,  to  liarnent  ofScotland  is  or  shall  be  settled  ; w hich 
a»ch  regulations  and  alterations  as  shall  be  act  is  hereby  declared  to  be  as  valid  as  it  it 
bought  proper  to  be  made  by  the  parliament  of  were  a part  of,  and  ingrossed  in,  tliia  Treaty  ; 
Jrcai  Britain  : and  that  all  other  courts,  now  pi  and  that  the  names  of  the  persons,  so  sum- 
ming within  the  kingdom  ofScotland,  do  remain,  mooed  and  elected,  shall  be  returned  by  the 
mt  subject  to  alteratioas  by  the  parliament  privy  council  of  Scotland  into  the  court  from 
d Great  Britain  : and  that  all  inferior  courts  whence  the  said  writ  did  issue;  ami  that  it  her 
^ ithin  the  said  limits  do  remain  subordinate,  majesty,  on  or  before  tke  first  day  of  May 
is  they  are  now,  to  the  supreme  courts  of  jus-  next,  on  which  day  the  Union  is  to  take  place, 

‘ice  within  the  same,  in  all  time  coniine  ; and  shall  declare,  under  the  great-seal  of  England, 
ihat  no  causes  in  Scotland  lie  cognoscible  by  that  it  is  expedient,  that  the  Lords  of  parlia- 
ihe  courts  of  Chancery,  Queen's  Bench,  Coni-  i taent  of  England,  nnd  Commons  of  the  present 
Mon  Pleas,  or  any  other  court  in  Westminster-  I parliament  of  England,  should  he  the  members 
hall ; ;UHj  that  the  said  courts,  or  any  other  of : of  the  respective  houses  of  the  first  parliament 
the  like  nature,  after  the  Union,  shall  have  »o  1 of  Great  Britain,  for  and  on  the  part  *f  Bug* 

\ol.  Vl.-r Appendix,  I (Oj 


«cxi] 


APPENDIX,  N*  ll.—Act  Union 


land,  then  the  said  Lords  of  parliament  of  Eng- 
land, and  Commons  of  the  present  parliament 
of  England,  shall  be  the  members  of  the  re- 
spective Houses  of  the  first  parliament  of  Great 
Britain,  for  and  on  the  part  of  England : and 
her  majesty  may,  by  her  royal  proclamation 
under  the  great-seal  of  Great  Britain,  appoint 
the  said  Tirst  parliament  of  Great  Britain 
to  meet  at  such  time  and  place  as  her  ma- 
jesty shall  think  lit,  which  time  shall  not  be 
less  than  50  days  after  the  dale  of  such  pro- 
clamation ; and  the  time  and  place  of  the 
meeting  of  such  parliament  being  so  appointed, 
a writ  shall  he  immediately  issued,  under  the 
Great  Seal  of  Great  Britain,  directed  to  the 
privy  council  of  Scotland,  for  the  summoning 
the  Id  peers,  and  for  electing  45  members,  by 
whom  Scotland  is  to  be  represented  in  the  par- 
liament of  Great  Britain  ; and  the  lords  of 
parliament  of  England,  and  the  16  peers  of 
Scotland,  such  16  peers  being  summoned  and 
returned  in  the  manner  agreed  in  this  Treaty, 
and  the  members  of  the  House  of  Commons  of 
the  saiii  parliament  of  England,  and  the  45 
members  for  Scotland,  such  45  members  being 
elected  and  returned  in  the  umnuer  agreed  in 
this  Treaty,  shall  assemble  and  meet  respec- 
tively in  their  respective  Houses  of  the  parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain,  at  such  time  and  place 
as  shall  he  so  appointed  by  her  majesty,  and 
shall  be  the  two  Houses  of  the  first  parliament  of 
Great  Britain  ; and  that  parliament  may  con- 
tinue ft r such  time  only  as  the  present  parlia- 
ment of  England  might  have  continued,  if  the 
Union  of  the  two  kingdoms  had  not  been  made 
unless  sooner  dissolved  by  her  majesty.  And 
that  every  one  of  the  Lords  of  parliament  of 
Great  Britain,  and  every  member  of  the  House 
f*(  Commons  of  the  parliament  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, in  the  first  and  all  succeeding  parliaments 
of  Great  Britain,  until  the  parliament  of  Great 
Britain  shall  otherways  direct,  shall  take  the 
respective  oaibs  appointed  to  be  taken,  instead 
ot  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  supremacy, 
by  an  act  of  parliament  made  in  England,  in 
the  first  year  of  the  reign  of  the  late  king  Wil- 
liam and  queen  Mary,  intituled,  *4  An  Act  for 
the  abrogating  of  the  oaths  of  supremacy 
and  allegiance,  and  appointing  other  oaths;*’ 
and  make,  subscribe,  and  audibly  repeat,  the  de- 
claration mentioned  iu  an  act  of  parliament 
my.de  in  England,  in  the  50th  year  of  the  reign 
ot  king  Charles  the  2d,  intituled,  “ An  act  for 
the  more  effectual  preserving  the  king’s  person 
•nd  government,  by  disabling  papists  from 
sitting  in  either  house  of  parliament and.l 
shall  take  and  subscribe  the  oath  mentioned 
in  an  net  of  parliament  made  in  England,  in 
the  first  year  of  her  majesty’s  reign,  intituled, 
*'  An  Act  to  declare  the  alterations  in  this 
oath  appointed  to  be  taken  by  the  act,  inti- 
tuled, An  act  fur  the  further  security  of  his 
Majesty’s  person,  and  the  succession  of  the 
crow  n m the  Protestant  line, and  for  extinguish- 
ing the  hopes  of  the  pretended  prince  of  Wales, 
and  all  other  pretenders,  and  their  open  and 
accret  abettors,  and  for  declaring  the  associa- 


tion to  be  determined  ;*■  at  soch  time,  aai  * 
such  manner,  as  the  members  of  bodUdM 
of  parliament  of  England  are,  by  tbe  u £ 
respective  acts,  directed  to  take,  make, 
subscribe  the  same,  upon  the  penalties  art 
disabilities  in  the  said  respective  acts  con- 
tained. And  it  is  declared  and  agreed,  tfetf 
these  words, ft  This  realm,  the  crown  oftta 
realm,  and  the  queen  of  this  realm,”  menaced 
in  the  oaths  and  declaration  contained  a tie 
aforesaid  acts,  which  were  intended  to  ss* 
nify  the  crown  and  realm  of  England,  sti3  be 
understood  of  the  crown  and  realm  of  Grot 
Britain : and  that,  in  that  sense,  the  ** 
oaths  and  declaration  be  taken  and  tubscnhrt 
by  the  members  of  both  Houses  of  die  psr*o- 
tuent  of  Great  Britain. 

Art.  23.  That  the  foresaid  16  peers  of  Scot- 
land, mentioned,  in  the  last  precediog  sitci 
to  sit  in  the  House  of  Lords  of  the  patlnao* 
of  Great  Britain,  shall  have  all  prmlcgti 
parliament  which  the  peers  of  England  i w* 
have,  and  which  they,  or  any  peers  of  Grta 
Britain,  shall  have  after  tbe  Union,  m 
particularly  the  right  of  sitting  upon  thetrab 
of  peers : and,  in  case  of  the  trial  of  **? 
peer  in  time  of  adjournment  or  prw**- 
tion  of  parliament,  the  said  16  peers  std 
be  summoned  in  the  same  manner,  a&d  tat 
the  same  powers  and  privileges  at  such  tral 
as  any  oilier  peers  of  Great  Brium.  AM 
that  in  case  any  trials  of  peers  shall  herttfe 
happen  when  there  is  no  parliament  in  tog 
the  16  peers  of  Scotland,  who  sate  in  tbe  tat 
preceding  parliament,  shall  be  summoned  * 
the  same  manner,  and  have  the  same  p>«« 
and  privileges  at  such  trials,  as  any  other  pee* 
of  Great  Britain.  And  that  all  peers  of!** 
land,  anti  their  successors  to  their  honour* 
dignities,  shall,  from  and  after  tlie  Union,  b» 
peersof  Greut  Britain,  aud  have  rant  and  p 
cedency  next  and  immediately  after  the 
of  the  like  orders  and  degrees  in  Eoflaxid, *t 
the  time  oPthe  Union,  and  before  all  peers  c« 
Great  Britain,  of  the  like  orders  and  degrees 
who  may  be  created  after  tlie  Union,  taltki  : 
be  tried  as  peers  of  Great  Britain,  ted  t» 
enjoy  nil  privileges  of  peers  as  fully  a & 
peersof  England  do  now',  or  as  they  or*? 
other  peers  of  Great  Britain  may  bertthern* 
joy  the  same,  except  the  right  and  pnnitft  i 
of  sitting  in  the  House  of  Lords,  and  tae 
vileges  depending  thereon,  and  particaiuij & 
right  of  sitting  upon  the  trials  of  peers. 

Art.  24.  Thar,  from  aud  after  tbe  Cm*,  i 
there  be  one  great-seal  for  the  United  Kar 
dom  of  Great  Britain,  which  shall  be  diStnX 
from  the  great-seal  now  used  in  ether  kaf 
dom;  and  that  the  quartering  thearn»,»d 
the  rank  and  precedency  of  tbe  Lvon  but  ® 
arms,  of  the  kingdom  of  Scotland,  »s  may  bet 
suit  the  Union,  be  left  to  her  mvjflty; 
that,  in  the  mean  time,  the  great-zealot  &?• 
land  be  used  as  the  great-seal  of  the  r*®< 
Kingdom,  and  that  the  great-seal  of  tbe  Urited 
Kingdom  be  used  for  sealing  writs  to  elect 
summon  the  parliament  of  Great  Bnua,  st» 
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or  sealing  all  treaties  with  foreign  princes  and  l firms,  the  fifth  Act  of  the  first  parliament  of 
tates,  and  all  public  acts,  instruments,  and  king  William  and  queen  Mary,  intituled,  “ Act 
rilers  of  state,  which  concern  the  whole  United  for  ratifying  the  Coufessiou  of  Faith,  and  settling 
iingdom,  mid  in  all  other  matters  relating  to  Presbyterian  Church  Government,"  with  other 
jigland,  as  the  great-seal  of  England  is  now  Acts  of  parliament  relating  thereto,  in  prnsecu- 
sed ; and  that  a seal  in  Scotland,  after  the  tion  of  the  Declaration  of  the  Estates  of  this 
Inion,  be  always  kept  and  made  use  of  in  all  j kingdom,  containing  the  Claim  of  Right,  bearing 
lings  relating  to  private  rightsor  grants, winch,  date  the  1 1th  of  April,  1689 ; and  her  majesty, 
ave  usually  passed  the  great-seal  of  Scot-  with  advice  and  consent  aforesaid,  expressly 
ind,  and  which  only  concern  offices,  grants,  provides  and  declares,  that  the  foresail!  true 
uinmissions,  nnd  private  rights,  within  that  Protestant  religion,  contained  in  the  a,bore- 
ingdnm  ; and  that,  until  such  seal  shall  be  ap-  mentioned  Coufessiou  of  Faith,  with  the  form 
ointed  by  her  majesty,  the  present  great-seal  and  purity  of  worship  presently  in  use  within 
f Scotland  shall  bo  used  for  such  purposes:  this  Church,  and  its  Presbyterian  Church  Go- 
ld that  the  privy-seal,  signet,  casset,  signet  vernment  and  discipline,  that  is  to  say,  the  govern. 
!' the  Justiciary  court,  quarter-seal,  and  seals  of  ment  of  the  church  by  Kirk  sessions,  Presby- 
lurts  now  used  in  Scotland,  be  continued  ; tcries,  provincial  synods,  and  general  assein- 
it  that  the  said  seals  be  altered,  and  adapted  blies,  all  established  by  the  foresaid  Acts  of 
• the  state  of  the  Union,  as  her  majesty  shall  parliament,  pursuant  to  the  Claim  of  Right,  shall 
link  fit ; and  the  said  seals,  arid  all  of  them,  remain  and  continue  unalterable;  nnd  that 
id  the  keepers  of  them,  shall  be  subject  to  the  said  Presbyterian  Government  shall  be  the 
ich  regulations  as  the  parliament  of  Great  only  government  of  the  church  within  the  king- 
ntain  shall  hereafter  make:  and  that  the  rimn  of  Scotland.  And  further,  for  the  greater 
own,  sceptre,  and  sword  of  state,  the  records  security  of  the  foresaid  Protestant  religion, 
parliament,  and  all  other  records,  rolls  and  and  of  the  worship,  discipline,  and  government 
gtsters  whatsoever,  both  public  and  private,  of  this  church  as  above  established,  her  ma- 
:neral  and  particular,  and  warrants  thereof,  jesty,  with  advice  and  consent  foresaid,  statutes 
intinue  to  be  keeped  as  tljey  are  within  that  and  ordains,  thnt  the  universities  and  colleges 
irl  of  the  United  Kingdom  uow  called  Scot-  of  St.  Andrew’s,  Glasgow,  Aberdeen,  nnd  Edm- 
nd,  and  that  they  shall  «u  remain  in  all  burgh,  ns  now  established  by  law,  shall  confi- 
nes coming,  notwithstanding  the  Union.  nue  within  this  kingdom  forever.  And  that, 

Art.  26.  That  all  laws  and  statutes  in  cither  in  all  time  coining,  no  professors,  principals, 
ingdom,  so  far  as  they  are  coutrary  to,  or  in-  regents,  masters,  or  others,  bearing  office  in 
insistent  with,  the  terms  of  these  Articles,  or  any  university,  college,  or  school,  within  thi* 
ly  of  them,  shall,  from  and  after  the  Union,  kingdom,  be  capable,  or  be  admitied  or  ai- 
nse  and  become  void,  and  shall  be  so  de-  lowed  to  continue  in  the  exercise  of  their  said 
ared  to  be,  by  the  respective  parliament  of  functions,  but  such  ns  shall  own  and  acknow- 
e said  kingdoms,  ashy  the  said  Articles  of  ledge  the  civil  government  in  manner  prescribed, 
nion  ratified  nnd  approved  by  the  said  act  of  or  to  be  prescribed  by  the  acts  of  parliament, 
irliaincnt of  Scotland,  relation  thereunto  being  As  also,  that  before,  or  at  their  admissions, 

id,  may  appear;  nnd  the  tenor  of  the  afore-  they  do  and  shall  acknowledge  and  profess, 

id  act,  for  securinJ  the  Protestant  religion  and  shall  subscribe  to  the  foresaid  Confession  of 
id  Presbyterian  Church  Government  within  Faith,  as  the  Confession  of  their  Faith : and  that 
ie  kingdom  of  Scotland,  is  as  follows  : they  will  practice  and  conform  themselves  to 

Our  sovereign  lady,  and  the  estates  of  the  worship  presently  in  use  its  this  church,  and 
rliament,  considering,  that,  by  the  late  act  submit  themselves  to  the  government  and  tlis- 
parliament  for  a Treaty  with  England,  for  cipline  thereof,  and  never  endeavour,  directly 

. Union  of  both  kingdoms,  it  is  provided,  that  or  indirectly,  the  prejudice  or  subversion  of 
e commissioners  for  that  Treaty  should  not  the  same  ; and  that  before  the  respective  Pres- 
et of  or  concerning  any  alteration  of  the  byteries  of  their  bounds,  by  whatsoever  gift, 
irship,  discipline,  and  government  of  the  presentation,  or  provision,  they  may  be  thereto 
urcti  of  this  kingdom,  us  now  by  law  estn-  provided.  And  further  her  majesty,  with  nd- 
ivhed,  which  Treaty  being  now  reported  to  vice  aforesaid,  expressly  declares  and  statutes, 
e parliament,  nnd  it  being  reasoaable  nnd  tlmt  none  of  the  subjects  of  this  kingdom  shall 
cessary,  that  the  true  Protestant  Religion,  be  liable  to,  but  all  and  every  One  of  them  for 
presently  professed  witliin  this  kingdom,  ever  free  of  any  oath,  test,  or  subscription, 
th  the  worship,  discipline,  and  government  within  this  kingdom,  contrary  to,  or  iuriiiisist- 
thts  church,  should  be  effectually  and  uoal-  ent  with,  the  foresaid  true  Protestant  religion 
rably  secured ; therefore  her  majesty,  with  ad-  and  Presbyterian  Church  Government,  worship, 
:e  and  consent  of  the  said  estates  of  parlia-  and  discipline,  ns  aliove  established  ; and  that 
etit,  doth  hereby  establish  and  -confirm  the  said  the  same  witlun  the  hounds  of  this  churi  h and 
ie  Protestant  religion,  and  tlie  worship,  discip-  kingdom,  shall  nevi  r be  imposed  upon,  or  re- 

ie,  and  government  of  this  church,  to  conti-  qtiued  of  them  in  any  sort  And,  lastly,  diet, 
re  without  any  alteration  to  the  people  of  this  after  die  decease  of  her  present  majesty  (tvlioiu 
tid  in  all  succeeding  geneAitinn* ; and  more  God  long  preserve  !)  ihe  sovereign  suco  eding 
pecinlly,  her  majesty,  with  advice  and  consent  tn  her  in  the  royal  government  of  the  kingdom 
urcsaid,  ratifies,  approves,  and  for  ever  con-  of  Great- Urium  shall,  in  all  tune  coming,  at 
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his  or  her  accession  to  the  crown,  swear  and 
•utecribe,  that  they  shall  inviolably  maintain 
and  preserve  the  foresaid  settlement  of  the 
true  Protestant  religion,  with  the  worship,  dis- 
cipline, right,  and  privileges  of  this  church,  as 
above  established  by  the  laws  of  this  kingdom, 
in  prosecution  of  the  Claim  of  Right.  Aud  itis 
hereby  statute  aud  ordained,  that  this  Act  of 
parliament,  with  the  establishment  therein 
contained,  shall  be  held  and  observed,  in  nil 
times  coming,  as  a fundamental  and  essential 
condition  of  any  Treaty  or  Union  to  be  con- 
cluded betw  ixt  the  two  kingdoms,  without  any 
alteration  thereof,  or  derogation  thereto,  in  any 
sort,  for  ever.  As  also,  that  this  Act  of  par- 
liament, and  settlement  therein  contained, 
shall  be  insert  and  repeated  in  any  Act  of  par- 
liament that  shall  pass,  tor  agreeing  and  con- 
cluding the  foresaid  Treaty  or  Union  betwixt 
the  two  kingdoms;  and  that  the  same  shall  be 
therein  expressly  declared  to  be  a fundamental 
and  essential  condition  of  the  said  Treaty  or 
Union,  in  all  time  coming.  Which  Articles 
of  Union,  and  Act  immediately  above-written 
her  majesty,  with  advice  and  consent  afore- 
said, statutes,  enacts  and  ordains  to  be,  and 
continue,  in  all  time  coming,  the  sure  and  per- 
petual foundation  of  a compleat  and  intire 
Union  of  the  two  kingdoms  of  Scotland  and 
England,  under  the  express  condition  and  pro- 
vision, that  the  approbation  and  ratification  of 
the  foresaid  Articles  and  Act  shall  be  no  ways 
binding  on  this  kingdom,  until  the  said  Articles 
and  Act  be  ratified,  approved,  and  confirmed, 
by  her  majesty,  with  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  parliament  of  England,  ns  they  are  now 
agreed  to,  approved,  and  confirmed,  by  her 
majesty,  with  and  by  the  authority  Of  the  par- 
liament of  Scotland.  Declaring  nevertheless 
that  the  parliament  of  England  may  provide 
for  the  security  of  the  Church  of  England  as 
they  think  expedient,  to  take  place  within  the 
bounds  of  the  said  kingdom  of  England,  and 
not  derogating  from  the  security  above  pro- 
vided, for  the  establishing  of  the  church  of 
Scotland  within  the  bounds  of  this  kingdom. 
As  also,  the  said  parliament  of  England  may 
extend  the  additions  and  other  provisions  con- 
tained in  the  Articles  of  Union,  aa  above  in- 
sert, in  favours  of  the  subjects  of  Scotland, 
to  and  in  favours  of  the  subjects  of*  England, 
which  shall  not  suspend  or  derogate  from  the 
force  and  effect  of  this  present  ratification, 
but  shall  be  understood  as  herein  included, 
without  the  necessity  of  any  new  ratification 
in  the  parliament  of  Scotland.  And,  lastly, 
her  majesty  enacts  and  declares,  that  all  law  s 
and  statutes  in  this  kingdom,  so  far  as  they  are 
contrary  to,  or  inconsistent  with,  the  terms  of 
the**c  Articles  as  above-mentioned,  shall,  from 
and  after  the  Union,  cease  and  become  void. 

And  whereas  an  act  hath  passed  in  this  pre- 
sent session  of  parliament,  intituled,  “ An  act 
for  securing  the  church  of  England  as  by  law 
established,”  the  tenor  whereof  follows,  Where- 
by  a„  act  made  in  the  session  of  parliament 
Jq  jjie  3rd  and  4th  year  of  her  majesty’s 
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reign,  whereby  her  majesty  was  empowered  ta 
appoint  commissioners,  under  the  great-sex 
of  Eugland,«to  treat  with  commissioner,  to  be 
authorised  by  the  parliament  of  Scotland,  con- 
cerning an  Union  of  the  kingdoms  of  Enput 
and  Scotland,  it  is  provided  and  enacted,  u* 
the  commissioners  to  be  named  in  pursuance  at 
the  said  act  should  not  treat  of  or  concenug 
any  alteration  of  the  liturgy,  rites,  ceremon*. 
discipline,  or  government  ©t  the  church,  as  fcj 
law  established  within  this  realm;  and  wtatai 
certain  commissioners  appointed  by  her  majes- 
ty, in  pursuance  of  the  said  act,  and  also  oner  j 
commissioners,  nominated  by  her  majesty,  by 
the  authority  of  the  parliament  ol  Scotixol 
have  met  and  agreed  upon  a Treaty  of  Uaici 
of  the  said  kingdoms,  w hich  Treaty  b dc-1 
under  the  consideration  of  ibis  present  parlia- 
ment; and  whereas  the  said  Treaty,  aithmoi 
alterations  therein  mad*',  is  ratified  and  appris- 
ed by  act  of  parliament  in  Scotland,  aid  tt< 
said  act  of  ratification  is  by  her  majesty » tom 
command  laid  before  the  parliament  ol  1k5 
kingdom  ; and  whereas  it  is  reasonable  and  w- 
cessary  that  the  true  Protestant  religion  p> 
fessed  and  established  by  law  in  the  ebuab 
England,  and  the  doctrine,  worship,  dsc-phs* 
and  government  thereof,  should  he  ert«rcu»i-r 
and  unalterably  secured ; Be  »t  enacted  by 
queen’s  most  excellent  majesty,  by  and 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Lords  spinnu 
and  temporal,  and  the  Commons  in  tlus prese  - 
parliament  assembled,  and  by  authority  at  d* 
same,  that  an  act  made  in  the  ISthyear  ©ft* 
reign  of  queen  Elizabeth  of  famous  mea-  y 
intituled,  “ An  act  for  the  ministers  01  :« 
church  to  be  of  sound  religion and  also 
tlier  act  made  in  the  13th  year  of  the  trip  * 
the  late  king  Charles  2,  iu tit uled,  u An  actw 
the  uniformity  of  public  prayers  and  adu-ox 
trupoti  of  sacraments,  and  other  rites  andean- 
monies,  and  for  establishing  the  form  oink- 
ing, ordaining,  and  consecrating  bishops,  pne*, 
and  deacons,  in  the  church  of  England 
than  such  clauses  in  the  said  acts,  or  either  a 
them,  as  have  been  repealed  or  altered  by 
subsequent  act  or  acts  of  purl  lament),  awn 
and  singular  other  acts  ot  parliament  no*  * 
force,  for  the  establishment  and  preserviUca^ 
the  church  of  England,  aud  the  doctrine, 
ship,  discipline,  and  government  thereof,  • — 
remain  and  be  iu  full  force  for  ever.  Acd  « 
it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  afortsJ»i 
that  after  the  demise  of  her  majesty  (»b J 
God  long  preserve  !)  the  sovereign  neit  suc- 
ceeding to  her  majesty  in  the  royal  goieron*^ 
of  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  and  so  - 
ever hereafter  every  king  or  queen  sacccmjf 
and  comiug  to  the  royal  government  o*  1114 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  at  his  or  k*  ^ 
nation,  shall  in  the  presence  of  all  person  ^ 
shall  he  attending,  assisting,  or  otherwajs 
and  there  present,  take  and  subscribe  an 
to  maintain  and  preserve  in  viola  bh  d* ■ 
settlement  of  the  shurch  of  England)  and  -j 
doctrine,  worship,  discipline,  and  govern®*-- 
thereof,  as  by  law  established  within  tl*  ^ 
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oms  of  England  and  Ireland,  the  dominion  of 
Vales,  ami  town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed,  and 
he  territories  thereunto  belonging.  And  be  it 
urt her  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
hat  this  act,  and  all  and  every  the  matters  and 
hitigs  therein  contained,  he,  and  shall  for  ever 
>c,  liolcjen  and  adjudged  to  be  a fundamental 
ind  essential  part  of  any  Treaty  of  Union  to  be 
ronciudcd  between  the  said  two  kingdoms; 
md  also  that  this  act  shall  be  inserted  in  ex- 
press terms . in  any  act  of  parliament  which 
ihall  be  made  for  settling  and  ratifying  any 
inch  Treaty  of  Union,  and  shall  be  therein  t'e- 
lared  to  be  an  essential  and  fundamental  part 
■hereof.  May  it,  therefore,  please  your  most 
excellent  majesty,  that  it  may  be  enacted,  and 
be  it  enacted  by  the  queen’s  most  excellent 
majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  Com- 
mons, in  this  present  parliament  assembled, 
and  by  authority  of  the  same,  that  all  and 
every  the  said  Articles  of  Union  as  ratified  and 
approved  by  the  said  act  of  parliament  of  Scot- 
land as  aforesaid,  and  herein  before  par*icular- 
ly  mentioned  and  inserted,  and  also  the  said 
act  of  parliament  of  Scotland,  for  establishing 
tlie  Protestanr  religion,  and  Presbyterian  rhnrch 
government,  withm  that  kingdom,  intituled. 
“ Act  for  securing  the  Protestant  religion 
and  Presbyterian  church  government,"  and 
every  clause,  matter,  and  thing  in  the  said 
Articles  and  Act  contained,  shall  be,  and  the 
Mid  Articles  and  Act  are  hereby  for  ever  rati- 
fied, approved,  and  confirmed.  And  it  is  here- 
by further  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
that  the  said  act  passed  in  this  present  session 
of  parliament,  intituled,  u An  act  for  securing 
the  church  of  England  as  by  law  established,” 
and  all  and  every  the  mutters  and  things  there- 
in contained,  and  also  the  said  act  of  parlia- 
ment of  Scotland,  intituled, 41  Act  for  securing 
the  Protestant  religion  and  Presbyterian*churcli 
government,”  with  the  establishment  in  the  said 
act  contained,  be,  and  shall  for  ever  be,  held 
and  adjudged  to  be  and  observed  as  fundamen- 
tal and  essential  conditions  of  the  said  Union, 
and  shull  in  all  times  coming  be  taken  to  be, 
and  are  hereby  declared  to  be,  essential  and 
fundamental  parts  of  the  said  Articles  and 
Union:  and  the  said  Articles  of  Union  so  as 
aforesaid  ratified,  approved,  and  confirmed,  by 
act  of  parliament  of  Scotland,  and  by  this  pre- 
sent act,  and  the  said  act  passed  in  this  pre- 
sent session  of  parliament,  intituled,  44  An  act 
for  securing  the  church  of  England  as  by 
law  established,”  and  also  the  said  act  passed 
in  the  parliament  of  Scotlaud,  intituled,  “ Act 
for  securing  the  Protestant  religion  and  Pres- 
byterian church  government/'  are  hereby  en- 
acted and  ordained  to  be  and  continue,  m all 
times  coming,  the  compleat  and  entire  Union 
of  the  two  kingdoms  of  England  and  Scotland. 

And  whereas,  since  the  passing  the  said  act 
in  the  parliament  of  Scotland  for  ratifying  the 
said  Articles  of  Union,  one  other  act,  intituled, 
**  Act,  settling  the  inanucr  of  electing  the  16 
peers  and  45  members  to  represent  Scotland 


in  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,”  hath  like- 
wise passed  in  the  said  parliament  of  Scotland, 
at  Edinburgh,  the  fifth  day  of  February  1707, 
the  tenor  whereof  follows:  Our  sovereign  lady 
considering  that,  by  the  22nd  Article  of  the 
Treaty  of  Union,  as  the  same  is  ratified  by  an 
act  passed  in  this  session  of  of  parliament,  upon 
the  16th  of  January  last,  it  is  provided,  tnat, 
by  virtue  of  the  said  Treaty,  of  the  peers  of 
Scotland,  at  the  time  of  the  Union,  16  shall  be 
the  number  to  sit  and  vote  in  the  I louse  of  Lords, 
and  *15  the  number  of  the  representatives  of 
Scotland  in  the  House  of  Commons,  of  the 
parliament  of  Great  Britain  ; and  that  the  said 
16  peers,  and  45  members  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  be  named  and  chosen  in  such  man- 
ner as  by  a subsequent  net  in  this  present  ses- 
sion of  parliament  in  Scotland  should  be  set- 
tled ; which  act  is  thereby  declared  to  be  as 
'valid,  as  if  u were  a part  of*  and  ingrossed  in, 
the  said  Treaty  ; therefore,  her  majesty,  with 
adiice  and  consent  of  the  estates  of  parlia- 
ment, statutes,  enacts,  and  ordains,  that  the 
said  16  peers,  who  shall  have  right  to  sit  in  the 
House  of  Peers  in  the  parliament  of  Great  Bri- 
tain on  the  part  of  Scotland,  by  virtue  of  this 
Treaty,  shall  be  named  by  the  said  peers  of 
Scotland  whom  they  represent,  their  heirs,  or 
successors  to  their  dignities  and  honours,  out  of 
their  own  number,  and  that  by  open  election 
and  plurality  of  voices  of  the  peers  present,  and 
of  the  proxies  for  such  as  shall  be  absent,  the 
said  proxies  being  peers,  and  producing  a man- 
date in  writing  duly  signed  before  witnesses, 
and  both  the  constituent  and  proxy  bevg  qua- 
lified according  to  law  ; declaring  also,  that 
such  peers  as  are  absent,  being  qualified  as 
aforesaid,  may  send  to  all  such  meetings  lists 
of  th«  peers  whom  thye  judge  fittest,  validly 
signed  by  the  said  absent  peers,  which  shall  be 
reckoned  in  the  same  maimer  as  if  the  parties 
had  been  present,  and  given  in  the  said  list: 
and  in  case  of  the  death,  or  legal  incapacity, 
of  any  of  the  said  16  peers,  that  the  afore- 
said peers  of  Scotland  shall  nominate  another 
of  their  own  number  in  place  of  the  said  peer 
or  peers  in  manner  before  and  after  mention* 
ed.  And  that  of  the  said  forty-five  represen- 
tatives of  Scotland  in  the  House  of  Commons 
in  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  thirty  shall 
be  chosen  by  the  shires  or  stewartrxs,  and 
fifteen  by  the  royal  boroughs,  as  follows,  viz. 
one  for  every  shire  and  stewartry,  excepting 
the  shires  of  Bute  and  Caithness,  which  shall 
choose  one  by  turns,  Bote  having  the  first  elec- 
tion ; the  shires  of  Nairn  and  Cromarty, 
which  shall  ulso  choose  by  turns,  Nairn  having 
the  first  election  ; and  in  like  manner  the  shires 
of  Clackmannan  and  Kinross  sltpll  choose  by 
nmis,  Clackmannan  having  the  first  election  : 
And  in  case  of  the  dentil  or  legal  incapacity  of 
any  of  the  said  members  from  the  respective 
shires  or  stewurtries  above-mentioned,  to  sit 
in  the  House  of  Commons;  it  is  enacted  and 
ordained,  that  the  shire  or  stewartry  who  elect- 
ed the  said  member  shall  elect  another  member 
in  his  place.  And  that  the  said  15  represen* 
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tatives  for  the  royal  boroughs  be  chosen  as 
follows,  viz.  That  the  town  of  Edinburgh  shall 
have  right  to  elect  anil  send  one  member  to 
the  parliament  of  Great  Britain:  and  that  each 
of  the  other  burghs  shall  elect  a commissioner 
in  the  same  manner  as  they  art-  now  in  use  to 
elect  commissioners  to  the  parliament  of  Scot- 
land ; which  commissioners  and  burghs  (Edin- 
burgh excepted),  being  divided  in  14  classes  or 
districts,  shall  meet  at  such  time  and  burghs 
within  their  respective  districts  as  her  majesty, 
her  heirs  or  successors,  shall  appoint,  and  elect 
one  for  each  disli tct,  vix.  the  burghs  of  Kirk- 
sval,  Week,  Doruock,  Dingwall  and  Tayne,  one; 
the  burgh  of  Fortrose,  I nverness,  N aim  and  For- 
ms, one;  the  burghs  of  Elgine,  Cullen,  Biimff, 
Inverury  and  Kmtnre,  oup  ; the  burghs  of  Aber- 
deen, Inverbervie,  Montrose,  Aberbrolbock  and 
Brichen,  one ; the  burghs  of  Forfar,  Perth, 
Dundee,  Cowper  and  St.  Andrews,  one;  the 
burghs  of  Crail,  Kjlrennie,  Anstruther  Easter, 
Anstruther  Wester,  and  Pittcnweein,  one;  the 
burghs  of  Dysart,  Kirkcaldie,  Kinghorti  and 
Bruntisland,  one;  the  burghs  of  Iunerkeithing, 
Darofermliue,  Queensferry,  Culmss  and  Stir- 
ling, one ; the  burghs  ol  Glasgow,  Renfrew, 
Iluglvn  and  Dumbarton,  one  ; the  bprttha  of 
Haddington,  Dunbar,  North  Berwick,  Lawder 
and  Jedburgh,  one;  the  burghs  of  Selkirk, 
Peebles,  Linlithgow  and  Lanerk,  one;  the 
burghs  of  Dumfries,  Sanquhar,  Annan,  Loch- 
maben  and  Kirkcudbright,  one;  the  burghs  of 
Wigtoun,  New  Galloway,  Stranrawer  and 
Whitehern,  one;  and  the  burghs  of  Air,  Ir- 
srine,  Ji  thesny,  Campbeltoun  and.  Inverary, 
one.  And  it  is  hereby  declared  aptl  ordained, 
that  where  the  votes  of  the  commissioners  for 
the  said  burghs,  met  to  choose  representatives 
from  their  several  do  tricts  to  the  parliament  of 
Great  Britain,  shall  be  equal,  in  that  case  the 
president  of  the  meeting  shall  have  a casting  or 
decisive  vote,  and  that  by  and  according  to  his 
vote  as  a commissioner  from  the  burgh  from 
which  he  is  sent,  the  commissioner  from  the 
eldest  burgh  presiding  in  the  first  meeting,  and 
the  commissioners  from  the  other  burghs  in 
their  respective  districts  presiding  afterwards 
by  turns,  in  the  order  as  the  said  burghs  are 
now  called  in  the  rolls  of  the  parliament  of 
Scotland.  And  that  in  case  any  of  the  said 
15  commissioners  from  burghs  shall  decease, 
or  become  legally  incapable  to  sit  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  then  the  town  of  Edinburgh,  or 
the  district  which  choose  the  said  member, 
shall  elect  a member  in  his  or  their  place  : It 
is  always  hereby  expressly  provided  and  de- 
clared, that  none  shall  be  capable  to  elect  or 
be  elected  for  any  of  the  said  estates  but  such 
as  are  21  year*  of  agecompleat,  and  Protes- 
tant, excluding  all  Papists,  or  such  who,  being 
suspect  of  Popery  ana  required,  refuse  to  swear 
and  subscribe  the  formula  contained  in  the 
third  net,  made  in  the  eighth  and  ninth  sessions 
of  king  William’s  parliament,  intituled,  * Act 
for  preventing  the  growth  of  Popery and 
also  declining,  that  none  shall  be  capahle  to 
elect  or  be  elected  to  represent  a (hire  or  burgh 
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in  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  for  this  ptr. 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  except  such  « ct 
now  capable  by  the  laws  of  this  kingdoa  u 
elect  Or  be  elected  as  commissioner*  hr  stars 
or  burghs  to  the  parliament  of  Scotland.  And 
■ further,  her  majesty,  with  advice  and  consent 
aforesaid,  for  the  effectual  and  orderly  decnot 
of  the  persons  to  be  chosen  to  sit,  vote,  sad 
serve,  in  the  respective  houses  of  partiaaea: 
of  Great  Britain,  w hen  her  majesty,  her  bon 
or  successors,  shall  declare  her  or  then  plea- 
sure for  bolding  the  first,  or  any  subsequent 
parliament  of  Great  Britain,  and  when  for  tut 
effect  a writ  shall  be  issued  out  under  tie 
great  seal  of  tbe  United  Kingdom,  directed  to 
the  privy  council  of  Scotland,  conform  to  tk* 
said  23d  Article,  statutes,  enacts  and  ordai.t, 
1'hat,  until  the  parliament  of  Great  Bnti  i 
shall  make  further  provision  therein,  the  sard 
writ  shall  contain  a warrant  and  command  to 
the  said  privy  council  te  issue  out  a proclama- 
tion in  her  majesty's  name,  requiring  tbe  pee* 
of  Scotland  for  the  time  to  meet  and  assetnta 
at  such  time  and  place  within  Scotland  as  let 
majesty  and  royal  successors  shall  think  fit,  m 
make  election  of  the  said  sixteen  peers ; ar-d 
requiring  the  lord  rlerk  register,  or  two  of  tie 
clerks  of  session,  to  attend  all  such  meetings, 
and  to  administer  the  oaths  that  are  or  stall 
be  by  law  required,  and  to  ask  the  votes ; and, 
having  made  up  the  lists  in  presence  of  tbe 
meeting,  to  return  the  names  of  tbe  16  peers  , 
chosen  (certified  under  the  subscription  of  the 
said  lord  clerk  register,  clerk  or  clerks  of  ses- 
sion attending)  to  the  clerk  of  the  privy  ctmo- 
cil  of  Scotland ; and,  in  like  manner,  reqair-nc 
and  ordaining  the  several  freeholders  in  the 
respective  shires  and  stewartries  to  meet  and 
convene  at  the  head  burghs  of  their  seven! 
shires  and  stewartries,  to  elect  their  commis- 
sioners, conform  to  the  order  above  set  dosrr, 
and  ordaining  the  clerks  of  the  said  meetings, 
immediately  after  the  said  elections  are  out, 
respectively  to  return  the  names  of  tbe  persws 
elected  to  the  clerks  of  the  privy  council ; aad. 
lastly,  ordaining  the  city  of  Edinburgh  to  elect 
their  commissioner,  and  the  other  roval  burgh* 
to  elect  each  of  them  a commissioner,  as  tbrv 
have  been  in  use  to  elect  commissioners  to  the 
parliament,  and  to  send  the  said  respective 
commissioners,  at  such  times,  to  such  borvfcs 
within  their  respective  districts  as  her  majesty 
and  successors,  by  such  proclamations,  staff 
appoint ; requiring  and  ordaining  the  contrara 
clerk  of  the  respective  burghs,  where  such  elec- 
tions shall  be  appointed  to  be  made,  to  attend 
the  said  meetings,  and  immediately  after  the 
election  to  return  tbe  name  of  the  persons  so 
elected  (certified  under  his  hand)  to  the  clerk 
of  privy  council ; to  the  end  that  the  names  of 
the  16  peers,  30  commissioners  for  shires,  and 
15  commissioners  for  burgbs,  being  so  returned 
to  the  privy  council,  may  be  returned  to  the 
court  from  whence  the  writ  did  issue,  onto 
the  great  seal  of  the  United  Kingdom,  contorui 
to  the  said  22d  Article  : And  whereas,  by  the 
said  23d  Article,  it  is  agreed,  that  it  her  mi- 
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sty  shall,  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  May 
ext,  declare  that  it  is  expedient  the  Lords 
nd  Commons  of  the  present  parliau  4 it  of 
ngland  should  be  the  members  of  the  re- 
active Houses  of  the  first  Parliament  of  Greut 
main,  for  and  on  the  part  of  England,  they 
»all  accordingly  be  the  members  of  the  said 
•spective  Houses  for  and  on  the  part  of  Eng- 
nd ; her  majesty,  with  advice  and  consent 
oresaid,  in  that  case  only,  doth  hereby  statute 
id  ordaiu,  that  the  10  peers  and  45  commis- 
oners  for  shires  and  burgle,  who  shall  he 
losen  by  the  peers,  barons  and  burghs,  re- 
•ectively,  ill  this  present  session  of  parliament, 
id  out  of  the  members  thereof,  in  the  same 
aimer  as  committees  of  parliament  are  usually 
)w  chosen,  shall  he  the  members  of  the  re- 
active Houses  of  the  said  first  parliament  of 
real  Britain  for  and  on  the  part  of  Scotland  ; 
hich  nomination  and  election  being  certified 
f a writ  under  the  lord  clerk  register's  hand, 

»e  persons  so  nominated  and  elected  shall 
ue  right  to  sit  and  vote  in  the  Hou>e  of  Lords, 
id  in  the  House  of  Commons,  of  the  said  first 
irliament  of  Great  Britain,  as  by  the  said  net 
issed  in  Scotland  for  settling  the  manner  of 
ecting  the  16  peers  aud  45  members  to  re- 
cseut  Scotland  in  the  parliament  of  Great 
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Britain  may  appear;  be  it  therefore  further 
enacted  and  declared,  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, that  the  said  last-mentioned  act  passed  m 
Scotland  for  settling  the  manner  of  electing  the 
16  peers  and  45  members  to  represent  Scot-  1 
land  in  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  as 
aforesaid,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  de- 
clared to  be,  as  valid  as  if  the  same  had  been 
part  of,  and  in  grossed  in,  the  said  Articles  of 
Union,  ratified  and  approved  by  the  said  act 
of  parliament  of  Scotland,  and  by  this  act  ns 
aforesaid.  Ego  Mntheus  Johnson  Ariniger 
C'iericus  Parliamentor.  virtute  brevis  diet.  Do- 
mine  Itegine  de  certiorand.  mihi  direct.  & his 
annex.  Certifico  superius  hoc  scriptum  verum 
esse  tenorum  actus  Parliament  supradict.  in 
eo  brevi  expressi.  In  cujus  rei  tC;tiiuonium 
liuic  schedule  sigillum  meum  apposui,  no-  * 
rnenqne  raeuin  subscripsi.  Dat.  septimo  die 
Martii  anno  regnidicte  Doinine  Keginc  quinto, 
annoque  Domini  roillesimo  septingrntesimo 
sexto.  Math.  Johnson.  Nos  autem  separates 
tenores  brevis  return.  & actus  predict,  duximus 
excniplificand.  per  presentes.  In  cujus  rei 
testimonium  has  literas  nostras  fieri  jecimus 
patentos.  Teste  meipsa  apud  Westmonastcr, 
septimo  die  Martii  anno  regni  nostri  quinto. 

* WikiOHT*. 


N°  III. 

List  of  Public  Acts,  p-assed  during  the  Reign  of 


Queen 

Anno  1 Annie. 

7.  AN  Act  for  the  better  support  of  her 
lajestv’s  houshold,  and  of  the  honour  and  dig- 
tty  of  the  crown.  8.  For  explaining  a clause 
i an  act  made  at  the  parliament  begun  and 
ilden  at  Westminster,  the  22»d  of  November 
i the  7th  year  of  the  reign  of  our  sovereign 
rd  king  William  the  Third,  intituled.  An  act 
r the  better  security  of  his  majesty's  royal 
srvon  and  government.  9.  For  continuing 
ie  act  made  in  the  8th  year  of  his  late  majes- 
's  reign,  for  better  preventing  the  counter- 
iting  the  current  coin  of  this  kingdom.  10. 
or  taking,  examining  and  stating  the  public 
renunts  of  the  kingdom.  11.  For  reviving  the 
:t,  intituled,  An  act  for  exempting  apotheca- 
es  from  serving  the  offices  of  constable,  scqven- 
?r,  and  other  parish  and  ward  offices,  and 
ora  serving  upon  juries.  12.  For  grunting  an 
d to  her  majesty,  by  divers  subsidies  and  a 
nd-tnx.  13.  For  making  good  deficiencies, 
id  for  preserving  the  public  credit.  14.  For 
inbling  her  majesty  to  appoint  commissioners 
» treat  for  an  Union  between  the  kingdoms  of 
ngland  and  Scotland.  15.  To  ascertain  the 
ater-mcasure  of  fruit.  16.  For  the  enlarging 
id  encouraging  the  Greenland  trade.  17.  For 
ontinuing  and  amending  the  art  made  m the 
lb  year  of  his  late  majesty’s  reign,  intituled, 


Anne. 

An  act  for  the  settling  and  adjusting  the  pro- 
portions of  fine  silver  and  silk,  and  for  the 
better  mnkiogofgold  and  silver  thread,  and  to 
prevent  the  abuses  of  wire-drawers.  18.  To 
explain  and  alter  tbe  act  made  in  the  22nd 
year  of  king  Henry  the  Eighth,  concerning  re- 
pairing and  amending  of  bridges  in  the  high- 
ways; and  for  repealing  an  art  made  in  the 
23rd  year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  for  the  re-edify- 
ing of  Cardiffe  bridge  in  the  county  of  Glamor- 
gan ; and  also  for  changing  the  day  of  election 
of  the  wardens  and  assistants  of  Rochester 
bridge.  19.  For  the  rebuilding  and  repairing 
the  piers  of  the  town  and  port  of  Whitby  in 
the  couuty  of  York.  20.  For  making  the  river 
Derwent,  in  the  county  of  York,  navigable. 
21.  For  preventing  frauds  in  the  duties  upon 
salt,  and  for  the  better  payment  of  debentures 
at  the  custom-house.  22.  To  declare  the  al- 
terations in-  the  oath  appointed  to  he  taken  by 
the  act,  intituled,  An  act  for  the  further  secu- 
rity of  his  majeMy’s  person,  and  the  succession 
of  the  crown  in  the  protestant  line;  and  for 
extinguishing  the  hopes  of  the  pretended  prince 
of  Wales,  and  all  other  pretenders,  and  their 
open  and  secret  abettors ; and  fur  declaring 
the  association  to  he  determined.  23.  For 
rnising  the  militia  for  the  year  1702,  notwith- 
standing the  month’s  pay  formerly  advanced  bf 
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not  repaid.  24.  For  the  continuing  the  present 
sheriffs  in  England  and  Wales,  until  the  1st 
day  of  Hilary  term  next,  unless  her  majesty 
shall  think  fit  to  determine  them  sooner.  25. 
For  the  relief  of  poor  prisoners  for  debt.  26.  l or 
the  relief  of  the  masters  of  hoys,  and  other 
vessels  carrying  corn,  and  other  inland  provi- 
sions within  the  port  of  London.  27.  For  the 
importation  of  hue  Italian  thrown  silk.  28.  For 
importing  into  England  thrown  silk  of  the 

frowth  of  Sicily,  from  the  port  of  Leghorne  in 
taly.  29.  For  the  continuing  the  imprison- 
ment of  Counter,  and  others,  tor  the 

horrid  conspiracy  to  assassinate  the  person  of 
his  late  sacred  majesty  king  William  the  Third. 
80.  To  oblige  the  Jews  to  maintain, and  pro* 
vide  for  their  protestant  children.  81.  For 
making  more  effectual  the  provision  out  of  the 
forfeited  estates  in  Ireland,  for  the  building  of 
churches,  and  augmenting  small  vicarages  in 
Ireland.  32.  For  the  relief  of  the  protestant 
purchasers  of  the  forfeited  estates  in  Ireland. 

1 Anna , Slat.  2.  1.  For  granting  to  her 

majesty  a land-tax  for  carrying  on  the  war 
against  France  and  Spain.  2.  For  enabling 
her  majesty  to  settle  a revenue  for  supporting 
the  dignity  of  his  royal  highness  prince  George 
hereditary  of  Denmark,  in  ca^e  he  shaU  survive 
her  majesty.  3.  For  granting  a supply  to  her 
majesty  by  several  duties  imposed  upon  malt, 
muin,  cycler,  and  perry.  4.  For  continuing 
the  duties  upon  coals,  culm,  aud  cinders.  5. 
For  granting  an  aid  to  her  majesty  by  sale  of 
several  annuities  at  the  exchequer,  for  carrying 
•n  th«  war  against  France  and  Spain.  6.  For 
the  better  preventing  escapes  out  of  the  Queen's 
Bench  and  Fleet  prisons.  7.  For  explaining 
and  making  effectual  a late  statute  concerning 
the  haven  and  piers  of  the  borough  of  Great 
Yarmouth,  and  for  confirming  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  said  borough.  8.  For  expla- 
nation of  a clause  it)  one  act  made  in  the  7th 
year  of  his  late  majesty's  reign,  relating  to 
borelaps,  and  to  take  off  the  additional  sub- 
sidy upon  Irish  linen.  9.  For  punishing  of 
accessaries  to  felonies,  and  receivers  of  stolen 
goods,  and  to  prevent  the  wilful  burning  and 
destroying  of  ships.  10  For  the  better  re- 
pairing aud  amending  the'  highways  from  the 
north  end  of  Thorn  wood  Common,  to  Wood- 
ford in  the  county  of  Essex.  11.  For  making 
the  river  Cham  alias  Grant,  in  the  county  of 
Cambridge,  more  navigable,  from  Cluybitlie 
Ferry  to  the  Queen’s  Mill,  in  the  university 
and  town  of  Cambridge.  12.  For  the  finishing 
and  adorning  the  cathedral  church  of  St.  Paul, 
Loudon.  13.  For  continuing  former  acts  for 
exporting  leather,  ami  for  ease  of  jurors,  and 
for  reviving  and  making  more  effectual  an  act 
relating  to  vagrants.  14.  For  the  encouraging 
the  consumption  of  malted  corn,  and  for  the 
better  preventing  the  running  of  French  end 
foreign  brandy.  15.  For  grunting  to  her  ma- 
jesty several  subsidies  for  carrying  on  the  war 
against  Frauce  and  Spain.  16.  For  punishing 
officers  and  soldiers  who  shall  mutiny  or  deaert 
her  majesty's  scrvite  in  England  or  Ireland, 


and  for  punishing  false  musters,  and  for  bote 
payment  of  tpiarters  in  England.  17.  Fores- 
larging  the  time  for  taking  the  oath  of  shors-' 
tion  ; aud  also  for  recapacifcaung  and  indent  - 
fying  such  persons  as  have  oot  taken  the 
by  the  time  limited,  and  shall  take  tbe  a&t 
by  a time  to  be  appointed  ; and  for  tbe 
security  of  her  majesty's  person,  and  the  »:• 
cession  of  the  crown  to  the  protestant  but 
and  for  extinguishing  the  hopes  of  the  por- 
tended prince  of  Wales,  and  all  other  pre- 
tenders, and  their  open  and  secret  abttnn 
18.  For  the  more  effectual  preventing  d* 
abuses  and  frauds  of  persons  employed  is  tae 
j working  up  the  woollen,  linen,  fustian, am, 
and  iron  manufactures  of  this  kingdnro.  1& 
For  taking,  examining,  and  stating  tbe  po:& 
accounts  of  the  kingdom.  20.  For  revirrj 
and  continuing  the  late  acts  for  appMf 
commissioners  to  take,  examioe,  and  drteffi«i 
the  debts  due  to  the  army,  and  fur  tiafisp?  - 
service,  and  also  an  accuuut  of  the  prizes  tww 
during  the  late  war.  21.  For  advancing  ifo 
sale  of  the  forfeited  estates  in  Ireland,  andia 
vesting  such  as  remain  unsold  by  tbe  presres 
trustees,  in  her  majesty,  her  heirs  and  successes 
for  such  uses  as  the  same  were  before  vested  a 
tire  said  trustees  ; and  for  the  more  esteem 
selling  and  settling  the  said  estates  to  Prow- 
Jauts  ; and  for  explaining  several  acts 
to  the  lord  Bophin,  and  sir  Edmund  Even.* 

22.  For  preventing  frauds  in  her  majesty's  due* 
upon  stamped  vellum,  parchment  and  paps 

23.  For  raising  the  nulitia  of  tins  k ;ngd*>a;  '» 
the  year  1703,  notwithstanding  the  mocS 
pay  formerly  advanced  be  not  repaid.  2s 
To  oblige  Edw  ard  Whitacre,  to  account  for  wi 
sums  of  public  money  as  have  been  received  :• 
him. 

2 Anna.  1.  For  granting  an  aid  to  her**- 
jesty  by  a land  tax,  to  be  raised  in  the  ye* 
1704.  2.  For  granting  an  aid  to  her  maf^ 

by  continuing  the  duties  upon  malt, 
der  and  perry,  for  one  year.  3.  For 
an  aid  to  her  majesty,  for  carrying  on  the  ** 
and  other  her  majesty's  occasions,  by  se&£ 
annuities  at  several  rates,  and  for  such  res- 
tive terms  or  estates  as  are  therein  roentworf 
4.  For  the  public  registering  of  all  deeds,  ctP* 
veyances  and  wills,  that  shall  be  made  of 
honours,  manors,  lands,  tenements,  or  iertC* 
taments,  w ithin  the  West  Riding  of  thecal 
of  York,  after  the  29th  of  September,  I "4. 
5*  To  repeal  a proviso  in,  an  act  ot  ibe 
year  of  the  reign  of  king  William  and  q*** 
Alary,  which  prevents  the  citizens  ot  tbe  on 
of  York  from  disposing  of  their  personal  e^3^* 
by  their  wills,  as  others  inhabiting  »*thia  r * 
province  of  York  by  that  act  may  do.  6.  F* 
the  increase  of  seamen,  and  better  e«co«r*^ 
ment  of  navigation,  and  security  of  tbe 
trade.  7.  For  enlarging  the  term  of  ye** 
granted  by  an  act  parsed  in  the  session  of  p** 
iiument,  held  in  the  lltli  and  yf**  • 
king  William  3,  for  the  repair  of 
hour.  8.  For  the  erecting  a trorkfoase  * 
city  of  Worcester,  and  for  setting  ike  f5cr 
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*ork  there.  9.  For  grunting  to  her  majesty  on 
idditioiuil  subsidy  of  tunnnge  and  poundage 
or  three  years;  and  for  itiymg  a further  duty 
ipon  French  wines  condemned  as  lawful  prize  ; 
red  for  ascertain i tig  the  values  of  unrated  goods 
reported  from  the  East  Indies.  10.  To  en* 
*rge  the  time  for  the  purchaser*  of  the  Forfeit- 
d estates  iu  Ireland,  to  make  the  payments  of 
heir  purchase-money.  11.  For  the  making 
lore  effectual  her  majesty’*  grucious  intentions 
»r  the  augmentation  of  the  maintenance  of  the 
oor  clergy,  by  enabling  her  majesty  to  trant 
i perpetuity  tho  revenues  of  the  first  fruits 
lid  tenths  ; and  aUo  tor  enabling  any  other 
ersons  to  make  grants  for  the  same  purpose. 
2.  For  tlwj  raising  the  militia  for  the  year 
701,  notwithstanding  the  month's  pay  furmer- 
f advanced  be  not  repaid.  13.  For  prolonging 
>e  Niue  by  an  act  of  parliament  made  in  the 
rst  year  of  her  majesty’s  rt  ign,  for  importing 
iniwn  silk  of  the  growth  of  Sicily  from  Leg- 
jrn.  14.  For  the  better  securing  and  regu- 
tuug  the  duties  upon  salt.  15.  For  the  bet- 
t and  more  regular  paying  and  assigning  the 
iioujtics,  after  the  rate  of  3/.  per  cent,  per 
m.  payable  to  several  bankers,  and  other  pa- 
•ntees,  or  those  claiming  under  them.  16. 
or  the  discharging  out  of  prison  such  insol- 
ent debtors  as  shall  serve,  or  procure  a person 
i serve,  in  her  majesty's  fleet  or  army.  17. 
or  the  better  charging  several  accountants 
ith  interest  monies  by  them  received,  and  to 
- received.  18.  For  the  further  explanation 
id  regulation  of  privilege  of  parliament  in  re- 
lion to  persons  in  public  oflices.  19.  For 
ising  recruits  for  the  land  forces  and  marines, 
»d  for  dispensing  with  part  of  the  act  for  me 
icouragetnent  and  increase  of  shipping  and 
ivigmion,  during  the  present  war.  20.  For 
inching  mutiny,  desertion,  and  false  masters, 
id  for  better  paying  of  the  army  and  quarters, 
id  for  satisfying  divers  arrears,  and  for  a hir- 
er continuance  of  the  powers  of  rite  five  com- 
issioners  for  examining  and  determining  the 
counts  of  the  army. 

3d  4 Amur.  1.  For  granting  an  aid  to  her 
ijesty,  by  a land  tax,  to  be  raised  in  the  year 
05.  C.  For  nursing  monies  by  snie  of  seve- 
I annuities,  for  carrying  on  the  present  war. 
For  continuing  the  duties  upon  malt,  mum, 
der  and  perry,  for  one  year.  4.  For  conti- 
mg  duties  upon  low  wines  ar.d  upon  coffee, 
i,  chocolate,  spices  and  pictures,  and  upon 
*kers,  pedlars,  and  petty  chapmen,  and  upon 
idnis;  and  f*r  granting  new  duties  upon  se- 
rai ot  the  said  commodities,  and  also  upon 
'Iic-jcs,  china  ware  and  drug*.  5.  For  grant- 
’.to  her  majesty  a further  subsidy  on  wines 
d merchandize  imported.  6.  For  the  better 
id  ling  her  majesty  to  grant  the  honour  and 
tuor  of  Woodstock,  with  the  hundred  of 
oottou,  to  the  duke  of  Marlborough  utid  his 
•r>,  in  consideration  of  the  emim-nt  services 
him  performed  to  her  majesty  and  the  pub- 
7.‘  For  the  effectual  securing  the  kingdom 
England  from  the  up  parent  dangers  that 
v nn>e  from  several  acts  lately  passed  in  the 
\ oi.  VI. — Appendix. 
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parliament  of  Scotland.  C.  To  permit  the  ex- 
portation of  Irish  linen  cloth  to  tho  plantations, 
and  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  Scotch  linen 
into  Ireland.  9.  For  giving  like  remedy  upon 
promissory  nutrs,  as  is  now  used  upon  bills  of 
exchange,  and  for  ibe  better  payment  of  inland 
bills  of  exchange.  10.  For  encouraging  the 
importation  of  naval  stores  from  her  majesty's 
plantations  in  America.  11.  For  the  better 
recruiting  her  majesty’s  land  forces  and  tho 
marines,  for  the  year  1705.  12.  For  the  relief 

of  the  creditors  of  Thomas  Fitkin,  n bankrupt, 
and  for  the  apprehending  of  him,  and  the  dis- 
covery of  the  effects  of  the  said  Thomas  Pitkin 
and  his  accomplices.  13.  For  prohibiting  all 
tr,»de  and  commerce  with  France.  14.  To 
prevent  all  traitorous  correspondence  with  her 
majesty’*  enemies.  15.  For  the  relief ’of  Fulke 
F.mes,  gent,  and  others,  who  had  elapsed, 'their 
times,  either  fur  paying  their  money,  or  nam- 
ing their  nominees  for  purchasing  annuities ; 
and  also  for  relief  of  sir  John  Mead,  kmght  and 
barooet,  who  had  elapsed  his  tune  for  paying 
part  of  his  purchase-money  for  a forfeited  es- 
tate iu  Ireland,  and  also  for  relief  of  Dorothy 
Ireland  and  others,  in  respect  of  several  tickets 
for  payment  of  annuities,  and  of  several  mil- 
lion lottery  and  malt  lottery  tickets,  and  Ex- 
chequer bills,  and  debentures  to  army,  which 
have  been  burnt  or  lost.  1G.  For  punishing 
mutiny  and  desertion,  and  false  musters ; and 
for  the  better  payment  of  the  army  and  their 
quarters.  17.  For  raising  the  militia  for  (bo 
year  1705,  although  the  month’s  pay  formerly 
advanced  be  not  repaid.  18.  For  making  per- 
petual an  act  for  the  more  easy  recovery  of 
small  tithes;  and  also  an  act  for  the  more  easy 
obtaining  partition  of  lauds  in  coparcenary, 
jointetiaticy,  and  tenancy  in  common ; and 
also  for  making  more  effectual  and  amending 
several  «'-rs  relating  to  the  return  of  jurors. 

4 rt  5 Anntr.  1.  For  exhibiting  a bill  in  this 
present  parliament,  for  naturalizing  the  most 
excel  leal  princess  Sophia,  cite  tress  and  duchess 
dowager  of  Hanover,  and  the  issue  of  her  body. 
2.  For  granting  an  aid  to  her  majesty  by  u land 
tax  to  be  raised  in  the  year  1706.  3.  To  re- 

peal several  clauses  in  the  statute  made  in  the 
third  and  fourth  years  of  her  present  majesty’* 
reign,  for  securing  the  kingdom  of  England 
from  several  acts  lately  passed  iu  the  parlia- 
ment of  Scotland.  4.  For  the  naturalization 
of  the  most  excellent  princess  Sophia,  eleefress 
ami  duchcs*  dowager  of  Hanover,  and  the  issuo 
of  lier  body.  5.  For  continuing  the  duties 
upon  malt,  mum,  cyder  and  perry,  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  year  1706.  6.  For  continuing  an 

additional  subsidy  of  tonnage  and  poundage, 
and  certain  duties  upon  coals,  culm,  and  cin- 
ders, and  additional  duties  of  excise,  and  for 
i settling  and  establishing  a fund  thereby,  and  by 
other  ways  and  means,  for  payment  of  annui- 
ties, to  be  sold  for  raising  a further  supply  to  her 
majesty,  for  the  service  of  the  year  1706,  and 
"other  v«es  therein  mentioned.  7.  For  making 
the  town  of  New  Uoss,  in  the  county  of  Wexr 
ford  in  the  kingdom  of  Irvlaud,  a port  fur  the 
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exporting  of  wool  from  Ireland  into  this  king- 
dom. 8.  For  the  better  security  of  her  majes- 
ty's person  and  government,  and  of  the  succes- 
sion to  the  crown  of  England  in  the  Protestant 
line.  9.  For  repairing  the  highways  between 
Barnhill  and  Hutton  llealh,  in  the  county  ot 
Chester.  10.  For  the  better  recruiting  her 
majesty's  army  and  marines.  11.  For  conti- 
nuing an  act  made  in  the  session  held  in  the 
third  and  fourth  years  of  her  majesty’s  reign, 
intituled,  An  Act  for  punishing  mutiny  and  de- 
sertion, and  false  musters,  and  for  the  better 
payment  of  the  army  and  quarters.  12.  For 
laying  further  duties  on  low  wines,  and  for  pre- 
venting the  damage  to  her  majesty's  revenue  by 
importation  of  foreign  cut  whnlebonp ; and  for 
making  some  provisions  as  to  the  stamp  duties, 
and  the  duties  on  birilis,  burials  and  marriages, 
and  the  salt  duties,  and  touching  million  lot- 
tery tickets,  and  for  enabling  her  majesty  to 
dispose  the  effects  of  William  Kidd,  a notorious 
pirate,  to  the  use  of  Greenwich  Hospital,  and 
i’or  appropriating  the  public  monies  granted  in 
this  session  of  parliament.  13.  For  the  better 
ordering  and  governing  the  watermen  and 
lightermen  upon  the  river  of  Thames.  14.  For 
the  better  collecting  charity  money  on  briefs, 
by  letters  patent,  and  preventing  abuses  in  re- 
lation to  such  charities.  15.  For  making  the 
river  Slower  navigable,  from  the  town  of  Man- 
ingtreo  in  the  county  of  Essex,  to  the  town  of 
Sudbury  iu  the  county  of  Suffolk.  16.  For  the 
amendment  of  the  law,  and  the  better  advance- 
ment of  justice.  17.  To  prevent  frauds  fre- 
quently committed  by  bankrupts.  18.  For  en- 
larging the  pier  and  harbour  of  Parton  in  the 
county  of  Cumberland.  19.  For  the  encou- 
ragement and  increase  of  seamen,  and  for  the 
better  and  speedier  manning  her  majesty’s 
fleet.  20  For  the  better  enabling  the  master, 
wardens  and  assistants  of  Trinity  House,  to  re- 
build the  light  house  on  the  Eddystone  rock. 
21.  F or  the  increase  and  better  preservation 
of  salmon  and  other  fish,  in  the  rivers  within 
the  counties  of  Southampton  and  Wilts.  22. 
To  empower  the  lord  high  treasurer,  or  com- 
missioners of  the  treasury,  to  issue  out  of  the 
monies  arising  by  the  coinage  duty,  any  sum 
not  exceeding  500/.,  over  and  above  the  sum 
of  3,000/.  yearly,  for  the  uses  of  the  mint.  23. 
For  raising  the  militia  for  the  year  1706,  not- 
withstanding the  month's  pay  formerly  advanc- 
ed be  not  repaid  ; and  for  an  account  to  be 
made  of  trophy  monies.  24.  To  enlarge  the 
time  for  registering  unsatisfied  debentures  upon 
the  forfeited  estates  in  Ireland,  and  for  renew- 
ing of  other  debentures,  which  have  been  lost, 
burnt  or  destroyed.  25.  For  the  paying  and 
clearing  the  several  regiments  commanded  by 
lieutenant  general  Stewart,  col.  Ilill,  ami  bri- 
gadier Holt,  and  for  supplying  the  defect  of  the 
muster  rolls  of  those  and  several  other  regi- 
ments. 26.  For  making  effectual  a grant  of 
their  late  majesties  king  William  mid  queen 
Mary,  of  the  town  and  lands  of  Sea  Town  to 
the  archbishopric  of  Dublin,  and  for  restoring 
she  same  to  the  said  see.  27.  For  the  impro- 


priate tithes  of  the  parish  of  St.  Bridget  i>t 
Bride’s,  London. 

5 A ring.  1 . For  granting  ao  aid  to  her  m- 
jesty  by  a land  tax,  to  be  raised  w die  Jtr 
170r.  2.  For  continuing  the  cooes  bns 

malt,  mum,  cyder  and  perry,  for  the  semce  t 
the  year  1707.  3.  For  th«  settling  of  the  b* 
Hours  and  dignities  of  John  duke  of  Madta- 
rough .upon  his  posterity,  and  annexing  the  t*- 
» our  nnd  manor  of  Woodstock,  and  boow  d 
Blenheim,  to  go  along  wiih  the  said  booosv 
4.  For  settling  upon  John  duke  of  Maribo- 
rough  and  his  posterity,  a pension  of  $,&> 
per  annum,  for  the  more  honourable  rapport  ti 
their  dignities,  in  like  manner  as  hs  town 
and  dignities,  nnd  the  honour  and  m taor  y. 
Woodstock,  and  house  of  Blenbtim^re  almdr 
limited  and  settled.  5.  For  securing  the  chord 
of  England  us  by  law  established.  6.  For  re- 
pealing a clause  in  ati  act,  intituled,  Ao  Act 
for  the  better  apprehending,  prose cvbag,  ass 
punishing  felons  that  commit  burglaries, bo**- 
orriikirig,  or  robberies  in  shop?,  wardawsa 
coach-houses,  or  stables,  nr  that  steal  horn 
7.  For  regulating  and  ascertaining  the  ditie  a 
l>e  paid  by  the  unfreemen  importers  ctf  cod 
into  the  port  and  borough  of  Great Twi 
in  the  county  of  Norfolk.  8.  For  an  Uaias  * 
the  two  kingdoms  of  England  and  Scotland,  t 
For  rendering  more  effectual  an  act  pastf  - 
the  first  year  of  her  majesty’s  reign,  iatSB& 
An  Ace  for  the  better  preventing  escape* * 
of  the  Queen’s-bench  and  Fleet  prism*. 
For  repairing  the  highway  between  H«ka 
nnd  Woborne,  in  the  county  of  Bedford  D-i 
For  continuing  the  acts  formerly  made  fa* 
pairing  of  the  highways  in  the  connty  ox- 
ford. 12.  For  the  enlarging  the  patfap*1*' 
ing  to  New  Palace  Yard  throasti  d*  ^ 
house,  Westminster.  13.  For  cootwa®: 
duties  upon  houses,  to  secure  a yearly  r 
circulating  Exchequer  bills,  whereby 
exceeding  1,500,000/.  is  iutended  to  be  as* 
for  carrying  on  the  war,  and  other 
occasions.  14.  For  the  better  premia' 
the  game.  15.  For  the  better  wcntf»f  •r 
majesty’s  land  forces  and  the  manse, : ’ * 
year  1707.  16.  For  continuing  an  m ^ 

in  the  third  and  fourth  yean  of  ber»^* 
reign,  intituled,  An  Act  for  pauelucg 
and  desertion,  and  false  musters,  and  ^ 
better  payment  of  the  army  aod  1 
To  repeal  all  the  laws  prohibiting  tk* 
tion  of  foreign  lace  made  with  thread- 
enrolments  of  bargains  and  sale*  * 
West  Riding  of  the  county  of  York,  re 
gister  office  there  lately  provided;  ^ 
making  the  said  register  more  rate*31* 
For  continuing  the  duties  upon  lo* 
spirits  of  the  first  extraction,  vd  the  c-  - 
payable  by  hawkers,  pedlars  and  pWJ 
men,  and  part  of  the  duties  on  ft®!***  ~ 
parchment  and  paper,  and  the  late  4® ' 
sweets,  nnd  the  one  third  subsidy  of • 
and  poundage,  and  for  settling 
a fund  thereby,  mid  by  the  applicate  s 
^ tain  overplus  monies,  and  otherwise,  mf 
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ent  of  annuities,  to  be  sold  for  raising  a fur- 
er  supply  to  her  majesty,  for  the  service  of 
e year  1707,  aud  other  uses  therein  express- 
I.  20.  For  the  better  encouragement  of  the 
yal  lustring  company.  21.  For  repairing  the 
ghway  between  Foruhill  in  the  county  of 
;dford,  and  the  town  of  Stony  Stratford  in  the 
unty  of  Buckingham.  22.  To  explain  and 
nend  an  act  of  the  last  session  of  parliament 
r preventing  frauds  frequently  committed  by 
inlrupts.  23.  To  subject  the  estate  of  Tbo- 
ns  lir  ere  wood  to  the  creditors  of  Thomas 
tkin,  notwithstanding  any  agreement  or  coro- 
»sition  made  by  the  creditors  of  the  said 
jomas  Pitkin.  24.  For  discharging  small  lir- 
gs  Irotn  their  first  fruits  and  tenths,  aud  nil 
rears  thereof.  25.  For  making  the  acts  more 
cctuai  for  appropriating  the  forfeited  impro- 
iations  in  Ireland,  for  the  building  of 
urches,  and  augmenting  poor  vicarages  there. 
>.  For  repairing  the  highways  between  Sbep- 
rds-Shord  and  the  Devizes,  and  between  the 
p of  Ashliuton  Hill  and  ltowd  Ford,  in  the 
unty  of  Wilts.  27.  For  continuing  several 
bsidies,  impositions  and  duties,  and  for  mak- 
g provisions  therein  mentioned,  to  raise  iuo- 
y by  way  of  loan  for  the  service  of  the  war, 
id  other  her  majesty's  necessary  and  import - 
>t  occasions ; and  for  ascertaining  the  wine 
ensure.  28.  For  raising  the  militia  for  the 
»r  1707,  notwithstanding  the  month’s  pay 
nutrly  advanced  be  not  repaid  ; and  for  an 
£ount  to  be  made  of  trophy  money.  29.  For 
ise  of  her  majesty's  subjects  in  relation  to  the 
ities  upon  salt,  and  for  making  the  like  al- 
wances  upon  the  exportation  of  white  ber- 
igs,  flesh,  oatmeal,  and  grain  called  beer 
ias  bigs,  and  are  to  be  made  upon  ex  porta - 
>n  of  the  like  from  Scotland.  30.  For  the 
ftter  securing  her  majesty’s  porchase  of  Cot- 
n House  in  Westminster.  31.  For  the  en- 
•uraging  the  discovery  and  apprehending  of 
•use- breakers.  32.  For  the  continuing  the 
w*  for  the  punishment  of  vagrants,  and  for 
akmg  such  laws  more  effectual.  33.  For 
mgiiig  John  Rice  to  account  for  debentures 
anted  to  hiiu  in  the  last  session  of  parliament, 
k For  continuing  the  laws  therein  mentioned 
lating  to  the  poor,  and  to  the  buying  and 
fling  of  cattle  in  Southfield,  and  for  suppress- 
g of  piracy. 

6 Anna.  1.  For  granting  an  aid  to  her  mn* 
«y,  to  be  raised  by  a land  tax  in  Great  Bri- 
iu,  for  the  service  of  the  year  1708.  2.  For 

pealing  and  declaring  the  determination  of 
fo  acts  passed  in  the  parliament  of  Scotland, 
c one  intituled,  Act  for  the  security  of  the 
ugdotn  ; the  other,  Act  anent  peace  and  war. 
For  the  better  securing  the  duties  of  East 
idia  goods.  4.  For  charging  and  continuing 
« duties  upon  malt,  mum,  cyder  and  perry, 
r the  service  of  the  year  1703.  5.  Fur  rais- 

g a further  supply  to  her  majesty,  for  t lie  scr- 
ee of  the  year  1708,  and  other  uses,  by  sale 
annuities  charged  on  a fund  not  exceeding 
5,000/.  per  annum,  to  arise  hy  appropriating 
>veral  surpluses,  and  hy  grauting  further 


terms  in  the  duties  on  low  wilier,  and  on 
hawkers,  pedlars  and  petty  chapmen,  the  stamp 
duties,  the  one  third  subsidy,  the  duty  ou  sweets, 
and  one  of  the  branches  of  excise,  and  hy  mak* 
ing  other  provision  in  this  act  mentioned.  C. 
For  rendering  the  Union  of  the  two  kingdoms 
more  entire  and  complete.  7.  For  the  security 
of  her  majesty’s  person  and  government,  and 
of  the  succession  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain 
in  the  Protestant  liue.  8.  For  encouraging  the 
dressing  and  dying  of  woollen  cloths  within  this 
kingdom,  by  laying  a duty  upon  broad  cloth 
exported  white.  9.  For  the  exportation  of 
white  woollen  cloth.  10.  For  the  better  re- 
cruiting her  mnjesty’s  land  forces  and  the  ma- 
rines, for  the  service  of  the  year  1708.  11. 

For  continuing  one  half  part  of  the  subsidies  of 
tonnage  and  poundage,  and  other  duties  upon 
wines,  goods  and  merchandises  imported,  which 
were  granted  to  the  crown  in  the  twelfth  year 
of  the  reign  of  king  Charles  2,  and  for  settling 
a fund  thereby,  and  by  other  ways  and  means, 
for  payment  of  annuities,  not  exceeding  80,000/. 
per  annum,  to  be  sold  for  raising  n further  sup* 
ply  to  her  majesty,  for  the  service  of  the  year 
1708,  and  other  uses  therein  expressed.  12. 
To  explain  the  act  of  the  last  session  of  parlia- 
ment, for  the  ease  of  her  majesty’s  subjects  iu 
relation  to  allowances  out  of  the  duties  upoa 
salt  carried  coastwise,  and  also  an  act  of  the 
first  year  of  her  majesty’s  reign,  in  relntiou  to 
certain  salt-works  near  the  sea-side  and  bay  of 
Holyhead  in  the  county  of  A nglesea.  13.  For 
the  better  securing  the  trade  of  this  kingdom 
hy  cruisers  and  convoys.  14.  For  the  better 
security  of  her  majesty's  person  and  govern- 
ment. 15.  To  empower  her  majesty  to  secure 
and  detain  such  persons  as  iier  majesty  shall 
suspect  are  conspiring  against  her  person  and 
government.  16.  For  repealing  the  act  of  the 
first  year  of  king  James  1,  intituled,  An  Act 
for  the  well  garbling  of  spices;  and  for  grant- 
ing an  equivalent  to  the  city  of  London,  by  ad- 
mitting brokers.  17.  For  assuring  to  the  F’ng- 
lish  company  trading  to  the  East  Indies,  on 
account  of  the  united  stock,  a longer  time  in 
the  fund  and  trade  therein  mentioned,  and  fur 
raising  thereby  the  sura  of  1,200,000/.  for  car- 
rying on  the  war,  and  other  her  majesty’s  occa- 
sions. 18.  For  the  more  effectual  discovery  of 
the  death  of  persons  pretended  to  be  alive,  to 
the  prejudice  of  those  who  claim  estates  after 
their  deaths.  19.  For  continuing  the  half  sub- 
sidies therein  mentioned,  with  several  imposi- 
tions and  other  duties,  to  raise  money  by  way 
of  loan,  for  the  service  of  the  war,  nod  other 
her  majesty’s  necessary  and  important  occa- 
sions, and  for  charging  of  prize  goods  and 
seizures,  anil  for  raking  off  the  drawbacks  of 
foreign  cordage,  and  to  obvinte  the  clandestine 
importation  of  wrought  silks.  20.  For  conti- 
nuing an  act  made  in  the  third  year  ol  her  ma- 
jestv’s  reign,  intituled,  An  Act  for  punishing 
mutiny  and  desertion,  and  for  false  musters, 
and  for  the  better  payment  of  the  army  and 
quarters.  21.  For  the  avoiding  of  doubts  and 
questions  touching  the  statutes  of  divers  cathe- 
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dral  and  collegiate  churches.  22.  For  conti- 
nuing several  duties  therein  mentioned,  upon 
coffee,  chocolate,  spices,  pictures,  and  muslins, 
and  additional  duties  upon  several  of  the  said 
commodities,  and  certain  duties  uponcaificoes, 
china  wares  and  drugs  ; and  for  continuing  the 
duties  called  the  two  third  subsidies  of  tonnage 
and  poundage  ; for  preserving  the  public  cre- 
dit ; and  for  ascertaining  the  duties  of  coals  ex- 
ported for  foreign  parts  ; und  for  securing  the 
credit  of  the  hank  of  England  ; and  for  passing 
several  accounts  of  taxes  rai'ied  in  the  county 
of  Monmouth ; and  for  promoting  the  con- 
sumption of  such  tobacco  us  sunli  Imve  paid 
her  majesty’s  duties.  23.  To  make  further  pro- 
vision for  electing  and  summoning  sixtem 
peers  of  Scotland,  to  ‘■it  in  the  house  of  peers 
in  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain ; ami  for 
trying  peers  for  offences  committed  in  Scotland  ; 
and  for  the  further  regulating  of  votes  in  elec- 
tion of  members  to  serve  in  parliament.  24. 
For  the  further  directing  the  payment  of  the 
equivalent  money.  25.  To  enable  her  majes- 
ty to  make  leases  and  copies  of  offices,  lands 
und  hereditaments,  parcel  of  her  dutchy  of 
Cornwall,  or  annexed  to  the  same.  26.  For 
settling  and  establishing  a court  of  exchequer 
in  the  north  part  of  Great  Britain,  called  Scot- 
land. 27.  To  enlarge  the  time  for  returning 
the  certificates  of  nil  ecclesiastical  livings,  not 
exceeding  the  yearly  value  of  60/. ; as  also  for 
discharging  all  livings  of  that  value  from  the 
payment  of  first  fruits;  and  for  allowing  tune 
to  archbishops  and  bishdps,  and  other  diguiiu- 
rics,  for  payment  of  their  first  fruits.  28.  For 
continuing  the  act  for  ascertaining  the  tithes  of 
hemp  ami  flax.  29.  To  repeal  a clause  in  an 
net  of  the  seventh  ye^r  of  the  reign  of  his  late 
majesty,  (for  amending  and  repairing  the  high- 
ways) which  enjoins  waggoners  and  others  to 
draw  with  a pole  between  the  wheel  horses,  or 
with  double  shafts,  and  to  oblige  them  to  draw 
only  with  six  horses,  or  other  beasts,  except  up 
hills.  30.  For  ascertaining  the  rates  of  foreign 
coins  in  her  majesty’s  plantations  in  America. 
31.  For  the  better  preventing  mischief*  that 
may  happen  by  fire.  32.  For  regulating  the 
qualifications  of  the  electors  of  the  governor, 
deputy  governor,  or  directors,  and  voters  of  (lie 
governor  and  company  of  the  Bank  of  England. 
13.  For  the  importation  of  cochineal  from  any 
ports  in  Spain,  during  the  present  war,  and  six 
months  longer.  34.  For  limiting  a lime  to 
persons  to  cotrte  in  and  make  their  claims  to 
any  of  the  forfeited  estates  and  other  interests 
in  Ireland,  sold  by  the  tru,tees  for  sale  of  those 
estates  to  the  governor  and  company  for  mak- 
ing hollow  sword  blades  in  England,  and  divers 
other  purchasers  35.  For  the  public  register- 
ing of  nil  deeds,  conveyances,  wills  and  other 
incumbrances  that  shall  be  made  of,,  or  that 
may  affect  any  honours,  manors,  lands,  tene- 
ments or  hereditaments,  within  the  East  Riding 
of  the  county  of  York,  or  the  town  and  county 
of  the  town  of  Kingston  upon  Hull,  after  the 
C9th  of  September,  1708,  and  for  the  rendering 
ihl?  register  iu  the  West  Riding  more  compleat. 


36.  For  raising  the  militia  of  this  luag&«  tV 
the  year  1708,  although  the  month's  piyw- 
merly  advanced  he  out  repaid.  27.  fata 
encouragement  of  the  trade  to  America. 

7 Anna.  1.  For  granting  an  aid  totwK- 
jestv  to  be  raised  by  a laud  lav  in  Gwtfc*  J 
tain,  for  the  se  vice  of  the  year  1709.  1 F* 
the  speedy  and  effectual  rerruiua^  her  roe- 
tv's  land  forces  and  nt  tntie*,  tor  ibe*«ixr<t 
the  year  1709.  3.  For  charing  and  cartes- 

ii»g  the  duties  upon  malt,  mum.  cyder  efi 
perry,  for  the  service  oi  the  year  1709.  4.  fa 
| punching  mutiny  and  desertion,  and  Sal*  «- 
! ters,  and  for  the  be;  ter  payment  of  the  nw 
I und  quarters-  5.  Furoaiuv^iziogferepto 
ti  slants.  6.  For  explaining  and  matat** 
effectual  that  part  of  an  act  passed  talk  h* 
year  of  her  present  majesty’s rei^a, concex-st 
i he  buying  and  selling  of  cattle  in  Statist* 
and  fur  giving  leave  for  bringing  apabtifc* 
to  London,  as  formerly.  7.  For enlarp?  & 
capital  stock  of  the  Bank  of  E®ghud,»dta 
raising  a lurther  supply  to  her  majesty,  w tie 
year  1709.  8.  For  continuing  seven!  leas- 
| lions  and  duties,  to  raise  money  by 
loan  ; and  for  exporting  British  cofftr** 
brass  wire,  duty  Iree;  and forarcchttajis 
ther  sum  in  Exchequer  bills,  in  cate  a mm* 
tract  be  made  in  that  behalf;  and  ejoer  ' 
the  oaths  to  be  administered  in  retain* 
hail  thrown  silks  ; and  touching  oils 
tat  ion  goods  of  foreigners,  taken  or  to  be  &0 
as  prize  ; and  concerning  drag!  of  Anew*,* 
be  imported  from  her  majesty’s  pianist- - 
and  for  appropriating  the  monies  giren  * - 
session  of  parliament ; and  fur  makint  o®*- 
bentures  for  two  transport  ships  »n  lS3 13 
named  ; and  to  allow  a further  time 
teriug  certain  debentures  ; and  far  rid  J 
persons  who  have  lost  such  tickets,  Etttaf* 
bills,  debentures,  tallies  or  orders  *»  i*  & 
act  are  mentioned.  9.  For  giving  chec^* 
sioners  of  sewers  for  the  city  of  Load*-  0 
same  powers  as  the  commissioners  d rt 
for  counties  have  ; and  to  oblige  colfcc*®*- 
the  sewers  to  account.  10.  For 
more  effectual  the  laws  concerning 
sioners  of  sewers.  11.  For  usotiW^H  ** 
directing  the  payment  of  the  allow jk*1-1* 
made  for  or  upon  the  exportation  fh®  ** 
land  of  fish,  beef,  and  pork,  cured 
salt,  imported  before  May  1,  1707,  ^ *r®’. 
posing  such  salt  still  remaining  in  tb<  h»*  * 
her  majesty’s  subjects  there,  and  for  *sr*rj: ' 
ing  and  securing  the  allowances  lor  i&f* 
flesh  exported  and  to  be  exported  &o® 
laud,  for  the  future.  12.  For  preen^-’ 
privileges  of  ambassadors,  and  other  p^'®' 
nisters  of  foreign  princes  and  states.  1* 
the  better  ascertaining  the  lengths and 
of  woollen  cloth  made  in  the  county0*  ilrt 
14.  For  the  better  preservation  of 
brarirs  in  that  part  of  Great  Bnt*» 
England.  15.  For  altering  WhitMiat**  * 
Lammas  terms  for  the  court  of  Eiche«f^ 
Scotland.  16.  To  prevent  the  lay®? 
relating  to  the  public.  17.  For  oakisi* 
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fTectoal  an  act  made  in  the  sixth  year  of  her 
lajesty’s  reign,  for  the  better  preventing  of 
ihcliiefs  that  may  happen  by  tire.  18.  To 
reserve  the  rights  of  pntrons  to  ad  vow  sons. 
9.  To  enable  infants  who  are  seised  or  pos- 
?»5ed  of  estates  iu  fee,  in  trust,  or  by  way  of 
lortgage,  to  muke  conveyances  of  such  e»- 
ites.  20.  For  the  public  registering  of  deeds, 
aoveynnees  and  wills,  and  other  incumbrances 
hicii  shall  be  made  of,  or  that  may  atfect  any 
t.tirjurs,  manors,  lands,  tenements  or  heredita- 
ivnis,  within  the  county  of  Middlesex,  alter 
>c  29th  of  September,  1709.  SI.  For  i in- 
roving the  Uni  mot  the  two  kingdoms.  2 2. 
or  the  queen’s  most  gracious,  general,  and 
ce  pardon.  23.  For  raising  the  militia  for 
ic  year  1709.  although  the  month's  pay  form- 
erly advanced  be  not  repaid.  -24.  For  con  ti- 
tling the  former  act  for  the  encouragement  of 
>tunge,  and  to  encourage  the  bringing  foreign 
mis,  and  British  or  foreign  plate,  to  be  coined, 
od  for  making  provision  for  the  mints  m Scot- 
j»«l,  and  for  the  prosecuting  oiTences  cuncern- 
•g  the  com  iu  England.  25.  For  making  per- 
etual  an  act  for  the  better  preventing  the 
aunterfciting  the  currentcoin  of  this  kingdom ; 
i also  an  act  for  giving  like  remedy  upon  pro- 
ibsory  notes,  as  is  used  upon  bills  of  exchange, 
od  tor  the  better  payment  of  inland  bills  of 
ichange ; and  also  for  continuing  several  acts 
lade  in  the  fourth  and  fifth  years  of  hermajes- 
f'«  reign,  for  preventing  frauds  committed  by 
unkrupts.  26.  For  appointing  commissioners 
> treat  and  agree  for  such  lands,  tenements 
nd  hereditaments,  as  shall  be  judged  proper 
» he  purchased  for  the  better  fortifying  Ports- 
•outh,  Chatham,  and  Harwich. 

8 Anna.  1.  For  granting  an  aid  to  her  ina- 
■sty,  to  be  raised  by  a land  tax  in  Great  Bri- 
un,  tor  the  service  of  the  year  1710.  2.  To 
rolubit  the  exportation  of  corn,  malt,  meol, 
Dur,  bread,  biscuit  and  starch,  and  low  wines, 
>irits,  worts,  and  wash  drawn  from  malted 
mi.  3.  For  charging  and  continuing  the  du- 
es upon  malt,  muin,  cyder  and  perry,  for  the 
nrice  of  the  year  1710.  4.  For  continuing 

utof  the  duties  upon  coals,  culm  and  cinders, 
id  granting  new  duties  upon  houses  having 
renty  windows  or  inure,  to  raise  the  suiu  of 
500,000/.  by  way  of  a lottery,  for  the  service 
the  year  17 10.  5.  To  continue  the  act  for  re- 
citing her  majesty’s  land-forces  and  marines, 
* the  service  of  the  year  1710.  6.  For  eiuploy- 
g the  manufacturers,  by  encouraging  tne  con- 
imptionof  raw  silk,  and  mohair  yam.  7.  For 
anting  to  her  majesty  new  duties  of  excise, and 
pon  several  imported  comraodities/uid  for  es- 
iblishing  a yearly  fund  thereby,  and  by  other 
av»>  and  meant,  to  raise  900,000 L by  sale  of 
inuities,  and  (in  default  thereof)  by  another 
tterv,  for  the  service  of  the  year  1710.  8. 

or  cleaning,  preserving,  and  maintaining  the 
irbour  of  Catwater,  lying  near  Plymouth,  in 
te  county  of  Devon  ; and  for  the  cleansing 
Jd  keeping  clean  the  Pool,  commonly  called 
titton  Pool,  lying  in  Plymouth  aforesaid.  9. 
ur  laying  certain  duties  upon  candles,  and 


certain  rates  upon  monies  to  be  given  with 
clerks  and  apprentice*,  towards  raising  her  ma- 
jesty’s supply  for  the  service  of  ,tl»e  year  17 10. 
10  To  continue  the  act  for  punishing  mutiny 
and  desertion,  and  for  the  lietter  payment  of 
the  army  and  quarters.  11.  To  explain  so 
much  ot  the  act  for  prohibiting  the  exportation 
of  corn,  inalt,  meal,  flour,  bread,  biscuit  and 
starch,  and  low  wines,  spirits,  worts,  and  wash 
draw  n from  malted  corn  ; by  which  act  tho 
said  commodities  are  admitted  to  be  carried 
irom  the  isle  of  Wight  to  several  markets  ; and 
for  giving  liberty  to  export  certain  quantities 
of  oatmeal,  for  the  use  of  the  British  hospitals 
beyond  the  seas.  12.  For  making  a conveni- 
ent dock  or  bason  at  Liverpool,  lur  the  security 
of  all  ships  trading  to  and  Irom  the  said  port  of 
Liverpool.  13.  For  continuing  several  impo- 
sitions, additional  impositions,  and  duties  upon 
goods  imported,  to  raise  money  by  way  of  loan 
tor  the  service  of  the  year  1710,  and  for  taking 
olT  the  over-sea  doty  on  coals  exported  iu 
British  bottoms ; and  for  better  preventing 
Irauds  ht  drawbacks  upon  certificate  goods ; 
and  for  ascertaining  the  duties  of  corans  im- 
ported in  Venetian  ships  ; and  to  give  further 
lime  to  foreign  merchants  for  exportation  of 
certain  foreign  goods  imported  ; and  to  limit  a 
time  for  prosecutions  upon  certain  bonds  given 
by  merchants ; and  tor  continuing  certain  lees 
of  the  oflicers  of  the  customs  ; and  to  prevent 
imbezzlements  by  such  officers  ; ami  for  appro- 
priating the  monies  granted  to  her  majesty ; 
and  fiir  replacing  monies  paid  or  to  be  paid  for 
making  good  any  deficiencies  on  the  annuity 
acts;  and  lor  encouragement  to  raise  naval 
stores  in  her  majesty’s  plantations;  and  to  give 
further  time  for  registering  debentures,  as  is 
therein  mentioned.  14.  For  the  heller  secu- 
rity ot  rents,  and  to  prevent  frauds  committed 
by  tenants.  15.  For  explaining  and  enlarging 
an  act  of  the  sixth  year  of  her  majesty's  reign, 
intit  led.  An  Act  for  the  security  of  her  majes- 
ty’s person  ami  government.  16.  For  dis- 
charging the  attendance  of  nnblcmcn,  barons, 
and  freeholders,  upon  the  lords  of  justiciary  in 
their  circuits,  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain 
culled  Scotland  ; and  for  abolishing  the  method 
of  exhibiting  criminal  informations  by  the  por- 
tcous  roll.  17.  For  explaining  and  making 
more  effectual  an  net  for  the  better  enabling 
the  master,  wardens,  and  assistants  of  Trinity 
Mouse,  to  rebuild  the  light- house  on  the  Eddv- 
stone  rock.  18.  To  regulate  the  price  and  as- 
sise of  bread.  19.  For  the  encouragement  of 
learning,  by  vesting  the  copies  of  printed  books 
in  the  authors  or  purchase  is  of  such  copies, 
during  the  limes  therein  mentioned.  20.  For 
raising  the  nnlitia  for  the  vear  1710,  although 
the  mouth’s  pay  formerly  advanced  be  not  re- 
paid. 21.  For  vesting  certain  lands,  tenements 
and  heredi i aments,  iu  trustees,  for  the  better 
fortifying  and  securing  the  harbours  and  docks 
at  Portsmouth,  Chatham,  and  Harwich. 

9 Anna.  1.  For  granting  an  aid  to  her  mi 
jesty,  to  be  raised  by  a laud  tax  in  Greut  Bri- 
tain, for  the  service  of  the  year  1711.  2.  To 


ccxxxt]  APPENDIX,  N*  III. — List  qf  Acts  passed  [anrn 


•Ul%e  shlpi  coming  from  placet  infected,  more 
effectually  to  perform  their  quaruutioe.  3.  For 
charging  mid  continuing  the  duties  upon  mult, 
mum,  cyder  and  perry,  tor  the  service  of  the 
year  1711.  4.  To  continue  the  acts  for  re- 
cruiting tier  majesty's  land  forces  and  marines, 
for  the  service  of  the  year  1711.  5.  For  se- 

curing the  freedom  of  parliaments,  by  the  far- 
ther qualifying  the  members  to  sit  in  the  House 
of  Commons.  6.  For  reviving,  continuing,  uud 
appropriating  certain  duties  upon  several  com- 
modities to  be  exported;  and  certain  duties 
upon  coals  to  be  water-born,  and  carried  coast- 
wise ; and  for  granting  further  duties  upon 
candles,  for  thirty -two  years,  to  raise  1 .'*0,000/. 

way  of  a lottery,  lor  the  service  of  the  year 
1711 ; and  for  suppressing  such  unlawful  lotte- 
ries, and  such  insurance  offices,  as  are  therein 
mentioned.  7.  For  enubling  and  obliging  the 
Bank  of  England,  for  die  time  therein  mention- 
ed,  to  exchange  all  Exchequer  bills  for  ready 
money  upon  demand  ; and  to  disable  any  per- 
son to  be  governor,  deputy  governor,  or  direc- 
tor of  the  Bank  of  England,  and  a director  of 
the  East  India  company  at  the  same  time.  8. 
To  repeal  the  act  of  the  third  and  fourth  year 
of  her  majesty’s  reign,  intituled,  An  Act  for 
prohibiting  all  trade  and  commerce  w ith  France, 
so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  prohibiting  the  import- 
ation of  French  wines.  9.  To  continue  the 
arts  for  punishing  mutiny  and  desertion,  nnd 
false  musters,  and  for  die  be  tter  payment  of  the 
army  and  quarters  ; and  for  approving  of  me- 
dicines for  the  army.  10.  For  establishing  a 
general  post-office  for  all  her  majesty *s  domi- 
nions, and  for  settling  a weekly  sum  out  of  the 
revenues  thereof,  for  the  service  of  the  war, 
and  other  her  majesty’s  occasions.  11.  For 
laying  certain  duties  upon  hides  and  skins, 
tanned,  tawed,  or  dressed,  and  upon  vellum 
and  parchment,  for  the  term  of  thirty-two 
years,  for  prosecuting  the  war,  and  other  her 
majesty’s  most  necessary  occasions.  19.  For 
laying  a duty  upon  hops.  13.  For  taking,  exa- 
mining and  stating  the  public  accounts  of 
kingdom.  14.  For  the  better  preventing  of 
excessive  and  deceitful  gaming.  15.  For 
making  more  effectual  an  act  of  the  forty-third 
year  of  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  intituled, 
An  Act  concerning  the  assises  of  fuel,  so  far  ns 
it  relates  to  the  assise  of  billet.  16.  To  make 
an  attempt  on  the  life  of  a privy  counsellor,  in 
the  execution  of  his  office,  to  be  felony  without 
benefit  of  clergy.  17.  For  the  preservation  of 
white  and  other  pine  trees,  growing  in  her  ma- 
jesty’s colonies  of  New  Hampshire,  the  Massn- 
chuscts  Bay,  and  province  of  Main,  Rhode  Is- 
land, and  Providence  Plantation,  the  Narrn- 
ganset  country  or  King's  Province,  and  Con- 
necticut, in  New  England,  nnd  New  York,  and 
New  Jersey  in  America,  for  the  masting  her 
majesty’s  uuvy.  18.  To  render  more  effectual 
an  act  made  in  die  sixth  year  of  her  present 
majesty,  intituled,  An  Act  to  repeal  a clause 
in  an  act  of  the  seventh  year  of  the  reign  of  bis 
late  majesty,  for  amending  highways,  which 
enjoins  waggoners  and  others,  to  draw  with  a 


pole  between  the  wheel  hanes,  or  with  du&i 
shafts,  and  to  oblige  them  to  draw  onh  vas 
six  horses  or  other  beasts  except  op  hiks.  19. 
To  enable  her  majesty  to  gram  the  ste  ct  tw 
castle  of  Exon,  (parcel  of  her  ducky  of  Corn- 
wall) for  umety-uine  years,  for  ibe  uve  and 
benefit  of  the  county  of  Devon.  20.  For  tea- 
dering  the  proceedings  upon  the  writs  of 
damns,  and  informations  in  the  nature  ouQ* 
Warranto,  more  speedy  and  effectual;  win 
the  more  easy  trying  tod  deurmmKg  tk 
rights  of  offices  and  franchises  iu  corp onaw 
and  boroughs.  91.  For  making  good  dew -> 
ries,  and  satisfying  the  public  debts;  uiw 
for  erecting  a corporation  to  carry  on  i tr*a 
to  tl>«  South  -Seas,  and  for  the  eoctwactmtfc' 
of  tiie  fishery  ; nud  for  liberty  to  trade  is  o 
wrought  iron  with  the  subjects  of  Sp*»; « 
to  repeal  the  acts  for  registering  «a®e*.  Si 
For  grunting  to  her  majesty  several  date  «|w 
coals,  for  building  fifty  new  churches  a ^ 
about  the  cities  of  London  and  Yittouo&a, 
and  suburbs  thereof,  and  other  purpose*  tim* 
in  mentioned.  93.  For  licensing  and  red- 
ing hackney  coaches  and  chairs;  sad  ~ 
charging  certain  new  duties  on  stamped  id! 
parchment  and  paper,  and  on  conk  ud  &*• 
and  on  the  exportation  of  rock  salt  for  IrcLi*. 
and  for  securing  thereby,  and  by  a weekly  nr*- 
moot  out  of  the  post-office,  and  by  serer*  si- 
ties  on  hides  and  skins,  a yearly  W * 
186,070/.  for  thirty- two  years,  to  be  ippM> 
the  satisfaction  of  such  order*  as  ait  «i*n- 
mentioned,  to  the  contributors  of  any  1 
exceeding  2,000,000/.,  to  be  raised  for  cur  A 
on  the  war,  and  oilier  her  majesty7*  occw» 
94.  For  relief  of  tlie  creditors  and  prepr*31 
of  the  company  of  mine  adventurers,  bye*- 
lishing  a method  for  settling  the  diuereBce  h 
tween  the  company  aud  their  credit**,  »d » 
uniting  them,  in  order  to  an  effectual  *oda 
the  mines  of  the  said  company.  25.  fora* 
ing  the  act  of  the  fifth  year  of  her  n*x#' 
reign,  for  the  better  preservation  of  th 
perpetual,  and  for  making  the  same  • 
factual.  86.  For  the  better  present* & 
improvement  of  the  fishery  withifl  the rver*' 
Thames,  and  for  regulating  andgomw^* 
company  of  fishermen  of  the  said  nw.  f 
For  the  encouragement  of  the  trade  to  Af- 
rica. 88.  To  dissolve  the  present,  sod 
the  future  combination  of  coal  owners.  : T 
men,  masters  of  ships  and  others,  to  sf*0 
the  price  of  coals,  in  prejudice  of  d***3!* 
♦ion,  trade,  nnd  manufactures  of  ibis  hap 
and  for  the  further  encouragement^  tbet* 
trade.  29.  For  raising  the  militia  fa  tl*  ,** 
1711,  although  the  month’s  pay  ' 
vanced  be  not  repaid.  30.  For  tend*  fj 
continuing  an  art  made  in  the  first ye*  * 
majesty’s  reign,  for  the  more  effects!  p;V 
ing  abuses  and  frauds  of  persons  enpM 
the  working  up  the  woollen,  linen, A 
ton,  and  iron  manufactures  oftbiskaf^*. 

10  .inn*.  1.  For  granting  an  ad  * * 
majesty  to  be  raiser!  by  a land  itf  * ** 
Britain,  for  the  service  of  the  y»  W*  ’ 
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preserving  the  Protestant  religion,  by  hot- 
securing  the  church  of  England  as  by  Inw 
ihlished  ; and  for  confirming  the  toleration 
nted  to  Protestant  dissenters,  by  an  act  inti- 
•d,  An  Act  for  exempting  their  majesties 

* testa  nt  subjects,  dissenting  from  the  church 
England,  from  the  penalties  of  certain  laws, 

I for  supplying  the  defects  thereof ; nnd  for 

further  securing  the  Protestant  Succession, 
requiring  the  practisers  of  the  law  in  North 
lam  to  take  the  oaths,  nnd  subscribe  the 
laration  therein  mentioned.  3 . For  charg- 
nnd  continuing  the  duties  upon  malt,  mum, 
ler  and  perry,  for  the  service  of  the  year 
19,  and  for  applying  part  of  the  coinage  dll- 
1,  to  pay  the  deficiency  of  the  value  of  plate 
ned,  and  to  pay  for  the  recoining  the  old 
ney  in  Scotland.  4.  For  settling  the  prece- 
de of  the  most  excellent  princess  Sophia, 
ctress  and  duchess  dowager  of  Hanover,  of 

• elector  her  son,  and  of  the  electoral  prince 
» duke  of  Cambridge.  5.  To  repeal  the  act 
the  seventh  year  of  her  majesty’s  reign,  inti- 
ed,  An  Act  for  nnturalixing  foreign  Protes- 
ts, (except  what  relates  to  the  children  of 
r majesty's  natural-bom  subjects,  born  out 

her  majesty's  allegiance.)  6.  For  explain- 
$ and  altering  the  laws  now  in  being  concern- 
; the  assises  of  fuel,  so  far  as  they  relate  to 
c assise  of  billet,  made  or  to  be  made  of 
ech  wood  only.  7.  To  prevent  the  disturb- 
; those  of  the  episcopal  communion  in  that 
rt  of  Great  Britain  called  Sent  land,  in  the 
ercise  of  their  religious  worship,  and  in  the 
e of  the  liturgy  of  the  church  of  England  ; 

'd  for  repealing  the  act  passed  in  the  parlia- 
?Bt  of  Scotland,  intituled,  An  Act  against 
egular  baptisms  and  marriages.  8.  To  con- 
iue  the  act  of  the  last  session  of  parliament, 
r taking,  examining  and  stating  the  public 
counts  of  this  kingdom,  for  one  year  longer. 

For  recruiting  her  majesty’s  land  forces  and 
arines,  for  the  service  of  the  year  1719.  10. 

f*r  punishing  mutiny  and  desertion,  nnd  false 
osiers,  and  for  the  better  payment  of  the  1 
'my  and  quarters.  11.  For  enlarging  the 
'ne  given  to  the  commissioners  appointed  by 
9 majesty,  pursuant  to  nil  act  fur  granting  to 
*r  majesty  several  duties  on  coals,  for  building 
fty  new  churches  in  and  about  the  cities  of 
ondon  and  Westminster,  and  suburbs  there- 
, and  other  purposes  therein  mentioned;  nnd 
l*o  for  giving  tl»e  said  commissioners  farther 
owers  for  better  effecting  the  same ; and  for 
, ‘pointing  monies  for  rebuilding  the  parish 
hurch  of  St.  Mary  Woolnoth  in  the  county  of 
ondon.  12.  To  restore  the  patrons  to  their 
ncient  rights  of  presenting  ministers  to  churches 
■cant  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scot* 
md.  13.  For  repealing  part  of  un  act  passed 
» the  parliament  of  Scotland,  intituled,  Act 
>r  discharging  the  Yule  Vacnncc.  14.  For  re- 
iving and  continuing  several  acts  therein  mcn- 
nned,  for  preventing  the  mischiefs  which  may 
•ppen  by  fire ; for  building  nnd  repairing 
°unty  gitofs  ; for  exempting  apothecaries  from 
•rving  parish  nod  ward  offices,  and  serving 


upon  juries ; and  relating  to  the  returning  of 
jurors.  15.  For  repealing  a clause  in  tlie  sta- 
tute made  in  the  twenty-first  year  of  the  reign 
of  king  James  the  first,  intituled,  An  Act  for 
j the  further  description  of  h bankrupt,  nnd  relit/ 
of  creditors  against  such  us  shall  become  bank- 
I rupts,  and  for  inflicting  corporal  punishment 
upon  the  bankrupts  in  some  fpecial  cases, 
which  makes  descriptions  of  bankrupts;  and 
for  the  explanation  of  the  laws  relating  to 
bankruptcy  in  case  of  partnership.  16.  For 
regulating,  improving,  and  encouraging  the 
woollen  manufacture  of  mixed  or  medley  broad 
cloth,  and  for  the  better  payment  of  the  poor 
employed  therein.  17.  For  the  better  collect- 
ing nnd  recovering  the  duties  granted  for  the 
support  of  the  royal  hospital  at  Greenwich, 
and  for  the  further  benefit  thereof;  and  for  the 
preserving  her  majesty’s  harbour  moorings. 
18.  To  give  further  time  for  enrolling  such 
leases  granted  from  the  crown,  as  have  not  been 
enrolled  within  the  respective  limes  therein 
limited  ; and  for  making  the  pleading  of  deeds 
of  bargain  and  sale  enrolled,  and  of  fee-farm 
rents  more  easy.  19.  For  laying  several  duties 
upon  all  soap  and  paper  made  in  Great  Britain, 
or  imported  into  the  same;  and  upon  chequer- 
ed and  striped  linens  imported  ; and  upon  cer- 
tain silks,  callicoes,  linens  and  stuffs  printed, 
painted,  or  stained  ; nnd  upon  several  kinds  of 
stamped  vellum,  parchment  and  paper;  and 
upon  certain  printed  papers,  pamphlets  and 
advertisements ; for  raising  the  sum  of 
1,000,000/.  by  way  of  lottery  towards  her  ma- 
jesty's supply ; and  for  licensing  an  additional 
number  of  hackney  chairs ; and  for  charging 
certain  stocks  of  cards  nnd  dice  ; and  for  better 
securing  her  majesty’s  duties  to  arise  in  the  of* 
fire  for  the  stamp  duties  by  licences  for  mar- 
riages, and  otherwise  ; nnd  for  relief  of  person* 
who  have  not  claimed  their  lottery  tickets  in 
due  time,  or  have  lost  Exchequer  tills,  or  lot- 
tery tickets;  and  for  borrowing  money  upon 
stock  (part  of  the  capital  of  the  South  Sea 
company)  for  the  use  of  the  public.  20.  For 
the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors,  by  obliging  their 
creditors  to  accept  the  utmost  satisfaction  they 
ore  capable  to  make,  nnd  restoring  them  to 
their  liberty.  21.  To  prevent  abuses  in  mak- 
ing linen  cloth,  ond  regulating  the  lengths, 
breadths,  and  eqoal  sorting  of  yarn,  for  each 
piece  made  in  Scotland,  and  for  whitening  the 
same.  29.  For  the  relief  of  merchants  import- 
ing prize  goods  from  America.  23.  For  the 
more  effectual  preventing  fraudulent  convey- 
ances, in  order  to  multiply  votes  for  electing 
knights  of  shires  to  serve  in  parliament.  24. 
For  prolonging  the  term  for  payment  of  certain 
duties  granted  by  nn  act  made  in  the  twelfth 
nnd  thirteenth  years  of  his  late  majesty  king 
William,  intituled,  An  Act  for  recovering,  se- 
curing, and  keeping  in  repair  the  luirboor  of 
Minehead,  for  the  benefit  and  support  of  the 
navigation  nnd  trjdeof  this  kingdom.  25.  For 
raising  the  militia  for  the  year  1712,  although 
the  month’s  pay  formerly  advanced  be  nut  re- 
paid ; and  for  rectifying  a mistake  in  an  act 
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passed  this  session  of  parliament,  intituled,  An 
Act  for  punishing  mutiny  and  desertion,  nnd 
false  musters,  and  tor  the  better  payment  of  the 
army  and  quarters  ; and  for  taking  accounts  of 
trophy  money  formerly  raised  and  collected. 
£G.  For  laying  additional  duties  on  hides  and 
skins,  vellum  nnd  parchment,  and  new  duties 
on  starch,  coffee,  tea,  drugs,  gilt  and  silver 
wire,  and  policies  of  insurance,  to  secure  a 
yearly  fund  for  satisfaction  of  orders  to  the 
contributors  of  a further  sum  of  1,800,000/.  to- 
wards her  majesty's  supply  ; and  for  the  better 
securing  the  duties  on  candles  ; and  for  obvi- 
ating doubts  concerning  certain  payments  in 
Scotland;  and  for  suppressing  unlawful  lotte- 
ries, a#!'!  other  devices  ef  the  same  kind  ; and 
Ctfi>’crniii£  cake  soap ; and  for  relief  of  Mury 
Kavennli,  in  relation  to  an  unnuity  of  18/.  per 
annum ; and  concerning  prize  cocoa  nuts 
brought  from  America;  and  certain  tickets 
which  were  intended  to  he  subscribed  into  the 
stock  of  the  South  Sea  company ; and  for  ap- 
propriating the  monies  granted  in  this  session 
of  parliament.  27.  For  making  effectual  such 
agreement  as  shall  be  made  between  the  royal 
African  company  of  England,  and  their  credi- 
tors. 28.  For  continuing  the  trade  and  corpo- 
ration capacity  of  the  united  East  India  com- 
pany, although  their  fund  should  be  redeemed. 
t'K  For  better  ascertaining -and  securing  the 
payments  to  be  made  to  her  majesty  for  goods 
and  merchandizes  to  be  imported  from  the  East 
Indies,  nnd  other  places,  within  the  limits  of 
the  charter  granted  to  the  East  India  company. 
SO.  For  continuing  the  trade  to  the  South  Seas, 
granted  by  an  uct  of  the  Just  session  of  parlia- 
ment, although  the  capital  stock  of  the  said 
corporation  should  be  redeemed.  31.  For  the 
appointing  commissioners  to  take,  examine, 
ami  determine  the  debts  due  to  the  army, 
transport  service,  and  sick  and  wounded.  32. 
For  enlarging  the  time  for  the  ministers,  advo- 
cates, and  other  members  of  the  college  of  jus- 
tice in  Scotland,  to  lake  the  oaths  therein  men- 
tioned. 33.  For  appointing  the  circuit  courts 
in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland, 
to  he  kept  only  once  in  the  year.  34.  For  ex- 
plaining several  clauses  in  an  act  passed  the 
las!  sessions  of  parliament  for  the  relief  of  the 
sufferers  of  the  islands  of  Nevis  and  St.  Chris- 
topher, by  reason  of  the  iuvasion  of  the  French 
there,  in  the  year  1705. 

12  Ann#,  Stat.  1.  1.  For  granting  an  aid 

to  her  majesty,  to  be  raised  by  a land  tax  in 
Great  Britain,  for  the  service  of  the  year  17  13. 
2.  For  granting  to  her  majesty  duties  upon 
malt,  mum,  cyder  and  perry,  for  the  service  of 
tile  year  1713,  and  for  making  forth  duplicates 
of  lottery  tickets  lost,  burnt  or  destroyed  ; and 
for  enlarging  the  time  for  adjusting  claims  in 
several  lottery  acts  ; and  to  punish  the  counter- 
feiting or  forging  of  lottery  orders  ; nnd  for  ex- 
plaining a late  act  m relation  to  stump-dutie« 
on  customary  estates,  wluch  pass  by  deed  and 
copy.  3.  To  revive  and  continue  the  net  for 
taking,  examining  and  stating  the  public  ac- 
counts of  the  kingdom  ; aud  also  to  continue 


the  act  for  appointing  comroiwionen  to  tab, 
examine  and  determine  the  debts  due  to  nr 
army,  transport -service,  and  sick  and  wwndri. 
4.  For  making  inclosures  of  some  part  W tar 
common  grounds,  in  the  West  Ridiniefth* 
county  of  York,  for  the  endowing  poor  t at- 
ages  and  chnpelries,  for  better  support  u tba* 
ministers,  5.  To  explain  a clause  in  in  me 
the  lost  session  of  parliament,  inutuM,  .b 
Act  for  the  more  effectual  preventing  feuda* 
lent  conveyances,  in  order  to  muitiplj  votwtf 
electing  knights  of  shires  to  serve  i*  pay- 
ment, as  far  ns  the  same  relates  to  the  acre 
tai ning  the  value  of  freehold  of  40*.  penfcw®- 
6.  For  the  better  regulating  the  ekcJwcsP 
members  to  serve  in  parliament  tor  that  pvrt* 
Great  Britain  called  Scotland.  7.  For  ta 
more  effectual  preventing  and  punning  rofet*- 
ries  that  shall  be  committed  in  hou*5,  8 Fa- 
raising  the  militia  for  the  year  1715,  skhoap 
the  month's  pay  formerly  advanced  be  wi  re- 
paid. 9.  For  continuing  an  act  made  ia  u* 
third  and  fourth  years  of  the  reign  of  btfpa* 
sent  majesty,  intituled,  An  Act  for  cocwpc- 
ing  the  importation  of  naval  stores fambejaa- 
jesty’s  plantations  in  America  ; and  for  O'"1™* 
raging  the  importation  of  naval  sums  M® 
that  part  of  Great  Britain  called 
that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England,  b 
For  continuing  the  acts  thereio  mcoiwuti^ 
preventing  theft  and  rapine  upon  the  non***3 
borders  of  England.  11.  To  raise 
for  public  uses,  by  circulating  a further 
Exchequer  bills ; and  for  enabling  her  ina^ 
to  raise  500,000/.  on  the  revenues  appall 
uses  of  her  civil  government, to  be  applied  r 
towards  payment  of  such  debts  and  arrears 
to  her  servants,  tradesmen  and  atbers,  to  ^ 
therein  mentioned.  12.  For  the  better 
lating  the  forces  to  be  continued  in 
ty 's  service  ; aud  for  the  payment  of 
forces,  aud  of  their  quarters.  13.  Tore*# 
such  ofiicers  and  soldiers  as  have  been  a ~ 
majesty's  service  during  the  laic  war,  to  av- 
cise  trades,  and  for  officers  to  accoM***® 
their  soldiers.  14.  For  explaining  tlx  * 
licensing  hackney-chairs.  15.  For  waking  p®?* 
tualan  act  made  in  the  seventh  tear  of  ihe*# 
of  the  late  king  William,  intituled,  An  ‘ • - 
prevent  false  and  double  returns  ot  ©wd*00 
serve  in  parliament.  1(3.  For  the  better  ee- 
couragcment  of  the  making  sail-cloth  w b*» 
Britain.  17.  To  vest  in  the  comwiisw*®** 
building  fifty  new  churches  in  and  alwvt  •;*" 
don  and  Westminster,  and  suburbs  therecU  a 
much  of  (be  street  near  the  AlaypoJ*18^* 
Strand,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex, m 
sulhcieut  to  build  one  of  the  !••*! 
upon;  and  for  restoring  4o  ti*  pnooH  ** 
scholars  of  King’s  Hall,  and  college  m Ike® 
Nose,  in  the  university  of  Osou,  their  nAJ ** 
presentation  to  the  churches  and  cfcap®  * 
S epncy  parish.  18.  Tor  making perpeh*® 
act  made  in  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  y®- 
of  the  reign  of  the  bite  king  Charles  * * r 
tuled.  An  Act  for  the  belter  relit!  of  d*  P* 
of  ilua  kingdom  ; Anti  mat  persons 
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■rent  ices  to,  or  being  hired  servants  with  per* 
ons  coming  with  certificates,  shall  not  gain 
euletuents  by  such  services  or  apprentice- 
laps  : And  for  making  perpetual  the  act  made 
1 the  sixth  year  of  her  present  majesty's  reign, 
Uituled,  An  Act  for  the  importation  of  cochi* 
eal  from  any  ports  in  Spain  during  the  present 
*ar,  and  six  months  longer  : And  for  reviving 
clause  in  an  act  made  in  the  ninth  and  tenth 
ears  of  the  reign  of  the  late  king  William,  in- 
tuled,  An  Act  for  settling  the  trade  to  Africa, 
ir  allowing  foreign  copper  bars  impoitcd,  to  he 
sported. 

12  Anna,  Stat.  2.  1.  For  granting  an  aid 

i her  majesty,  to  be  raised  by  a land  tax  in 
Jrent  Britain,  for  the  service  of  the  year  1714. 

. For  allowing  a drawback  upon  the  exporta- 
on  of  salt  to  be  made  use  of  for  the  curing  of 
sh  taken  nt  North  Seas,  or  at  1-dund.  3.  For 
barging  and  continuing  the  duties  upon  malt, 
ium,  cyder  and  perry,  for  the  service  of  the 
car  1714,  and  for  the  encouragement  of  the 
istilling  brandy  from  malted  corn  and  cyder; 
nd  for  making  forth  duplicates  of  Exchequer 
ills,  and  lottery  tickets,  lost,  burnt,  or  destroy- 
4 ; and  to  enable  the  governor  and  company 
f the  Bank  of  England,  and  others,  to  lend 
ioney  upon  South  Sea  stock.  4.  For  the  bet- 
:r  regulating  the  forces  to  be  continued  in  her 
ujesty’s  service,  and  for  the  payment  of  the 
aid  forces,  aud  of  their  quarters.  5.  For  tuk- 
ig  away  the  new  additional  duty  of  30/.  per 
cut.  ad  valorem,  imposed  upon  all  books  and 
nuts  imported  into  Great  Britain,  by  an  act 
aade  in  the  tenth  year  of  the  reign  of  her  pre* 
ent  majesty  queen  Anne.  6.  For  taking  away 
nortuarics  within  the  dioceses  of  Bangor,  Lan- 
aff,  St.  David's  and  St.  Asaph,  and  giving  a 
ecompence  therefore  to  the  bishops  of  the  said 
espective  dioceses  ; and  for  coivfirming  several 
rtters  patents  granted  by  her  majesty  for  per- 
•etually  annexing  a prebend  of  Gloucester,  to 
he  mastership  of  Pembroke  college  in  Oxford  ; 
md  a prebend  of  Rochester  to  the  provost- 
hip  of  Oriel  college  in  Oxford;  and  a prebend 
f Norwich  to  the  mastership  of  Cutherine-hall 
i Cambridge.  7.  To  prevent  the  growth  of 
chism,  and  fur  the  further  security  of  the 
horches  of  Eogland  and  Ircdand,  as  by  law  es- 
abiished.  8.  For  encouraging  the  tobacco- 
rade.  9.  For  laying  additional  duties  on  soap 
nd  paper,  and  upon  certain  linens,  silks,  calh- 
oes  and  stuffs,  and  upon  starch  and  exported 
ouls,  and  upon  stamped  vellum,  parchment 
md  paper,  and  for  raising  1,400,000/.  by  way 
>f  a lottery  for  her  majesty's  supply  ; and  for 
illowances  on  exporting  made  wares  of  leather, 
heep-skins  and  lamb-skins;  and  for  distribu- 
ion  of  4,000/.  due  to  the  officers  and  seamen 
or  gun-money  ; and  to  adjust  the  property  of 
ickets  in  former  lotteries ; and  touching  cer- 
ain  shares  of  stock  in  the  capital  of  the  South' 
5ca  company ; nnd  (jpr  appropriating  the  mo- 
des granted  to  her  majesty.  10.  For  raising 
he  militia  for  the  year  1714,  although  the 
uonth's  pay  formerly  advanced  be  nut  repaid  ; 
ind  for  rectifying  a mistake  in  an  act  passed 
Appendix.— \ ol.  VI. 


in  this  present  session  of  parliament,  intituled, 
An  Act  for  regulating  the  forces  to  be  continu- 
ed in  her  majesty’s  service,  and  tor  payment  of 
the  said  forces  and  their  quarters.  11.  To  prevent 
the  listing  her  majesty’s  subjects  to  serve  as 
soldiers,  without  her  majesty’s  licence.  12. 
For  the  better  maintenance  of  the  curates 
within  the  church  of  England,  and  for  prevent- 
ing any  ecclesiastical  persons  from  buying  the 
next  avoidance  of  any  church-preferment.  13. 
To  discharge  nnd  acquit  the  commissioners  of 
equivalent  lor  the  sum  of  381,509/.  15<.  \0d.\, 
by  them  duly  issued  out  of  the  sum  of  398,085b 
10f.,  which  they  received.  14.  For  rendering 
more  effectual  au  act  made  io,the  third  year  of 
the  reign  of  king  James  1,  intituled,  An  Act  to 
prevent  and  avoid  dangers  which  may  grow  by 
Popish  recusants ; and  also  one  other  act  made 
in  the  first  year  of  the  reign  of  their  late  majes- 
ties king  William  and  queen  Mary,  intituled. 
An  Act  to  vest  in  the  two  Universities  the  pre- 
sentations of  benefices  belonging  to  Papists ; 
and  for  vesting  in  the  lords  of  justiciary  power 
to  inflict  the  same  punishments  ngainst  Jesuits, 
Priests,  and  other  trafficking  Papists,  which 
the  privy  council  of  Scotland  was  empowered 
to  do  by  an  act  passed  in  the  parliament  of 
Scotland,  intituled,  An  Act  for  preventing  the 
grow  th  of  Popery.  15.  For  providing  a public 
reward  for  such  person  or  persons  as  shall  dis- 
cover the  longitude  at  sea.  16.  To  reduce  the 
rate  of  interest,  without  any  prejudice  to  par- 
liamentary securities.  17.  For  the  speedy  and 
effectual  preserving  the  navigation  of  the  river 
of  Thames,  by  stopping  the  breach  in  the  levels 
of  Havering  and  Dagenham  in  the  county  of 
Essex  ; and  for  ascertaining  the  coal- measure. 
18.  For  the  preserving  all  ships  and  goods 
thereof, which  shall  happen  to  be  forced  on  shore, 
or  stranded  upon  the  coasts  of  this  kingdom, 
or  any  other  of  her  majesty’s  dominions.  19. 
To  explain  a clause  in  an  act  of  parliament  of 
the  tenth  year  of  her  majesty’s  reign,  for  laying 
several  duties  upon  all  soap  and  paper  made 
in  Great  Britain,  or  imported  into  the  sairte  ; 
and  upon  chequered  and  striped  linens  import- 
ed, and  upon  certain  silks,  callicocs,  linens  and 
stuffs,  printed,  painted  or  stained  ; and  upon 
several  kinds  of  stampt  vellum,  parchment  and 
paper;  and  upon  certain  printed  pamphlets 
find  advertisements,  for  raising  the  sum  of 
1,800,000/.  by  way  of  a lottery,  aud  for  other 
purposes  in  the  said  act  mentioned  ; so  far  as 
the  said  act  relates  to  law  ns,  canvas,  buckrams, 
barras,  and  Silesia  neckcloths.  20.  To  ex- 
plain and  make  more  effectual  an  net  passed 
in  the  tenth  year  of  her  majesty’s  reign,  for 
preventing  abuses  in  making  linen  cloth,  nnd 
regulating  the  lengths  and  breadths,  and  equal 
sorting  of  yarn  in  each  piece  made  in  Scotland, 
and  for  whitening  the  same.  21.  To  explain 
part  of  an  act  made  in  the  seventh  year  of  her 
majesty’s  reign,  (for  enlarging  the  capital  stock 
of  the  Bank  of  England,  and  for  raising  a fur- 
ther supply  to  her  majesty,  for  the  service  of 
the  year  1709,)  so  far  as  the  same  relates  to 
unwrought  inclc,  imported  into  this  kingdom. 

raj 
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22.  To  continue  an  act  of  the  sixth  year  of  ber 
majesty's  reign,  intituled,  An  Act  to  enable 
hir  majesty  to  make  leases  and  copies  of  of- 
fices, lands  and  hereditaments,  parcel  of  her 
duchy  of  Coikiwalt,  or  annexed  to  the  same. 

23.  For  reducing  the  laws  relating  to  rogues, 


vagabonds,  sturdy  beggars  and  vagrants,  mu 
one  act  of  parliament ; "and  for  the  more  tire- 
tual  punishing  such  rogues,  vagabonds,  surer 
beggars  and  vagrants,  and  sending  them  whither 
they  ought  to  be  sent. 


N°  IV. 

The  Loud  Treasurer  Oxford’s  Letter  to  the  Queen, 


June  9,  1714. 

May  it  please  your  majesty; 

I presume,  in  obedience  to  your  royal  com- 
mand, to  lay  before  your  majesty  a state  of 
your  affairs.  Though  I have  very  much  con- 
tracted it  from  the  draught  I made,  and  the 
vouchers  from  whence  it  is  taken,  yet  I find  it 
•well  under  my  pen  in  transcribing,  being  w il- 
ling to  put  every  thing  before  your  majesty  in 
the  clearest  light  my  poor  understanding  can 
attain  to.  It  was  necessary  to  lay  it  before 
your  majesty  in  the  series  of  time,  from  the 


[Seep.  1365.] 

beginning  to  this  present  time  ; and  when  thu 
is  complexity  laid  before  you,  it  remains  only 
for  me  to  beg  God  to  direct  your  majesty.— 
And  as  to  myself,  do  with  me  wUat  you  pkiisr; 
place  me  either  as  a figurp,  or  a cypher;  dis- 
place me,  or  replace  me,  as  that  best  terra 
your  majesty’s  occasions,  you  shall  erer  had 
me,  with  the  utmost  devotion,  and  without  ui 
reserve,  Madam,  Your  most  dutiful,  mod 
faithful,  most  humble,  most  obedient  subject, 
and  unworthy  servant,  Oxroio. 


A brief  Account  of  Public  Affairs,  since  August  8,  1710,  to  this 
present  8th  of  June,  1714.  To  which  is  added,  the  Stale  of 
Affairs  abroad,  as  they  relate  to  this  Kingdom  ; with  some 
humble  Proposals  for  securing  the  future  Tranquillity  of  bei 
Majesty’s  Reign,  and  the  safety  of  her  Kingdoms. 


Her  majesty,  on  the  8th  of  August  1710, 
was  pleased  to  niter  her  treasury,  and  two  days 
after  in  a new  commission,  Robert  Harley,  by 
her  majesty’s  great  favour,  was  made  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer. 

The  state  of  affairs  at  home  and  abroad  are 
fresh  in  every  one’s  memory. 

The  condition  of  the  treasury  at  that  time 
was  laid  before  her  majesty  in  a large  repre- 
sentation. 

I beg  leave  to  touch  some  few  heads  : the 
army  was  in  the  field,  no  money  in  the  trea- 
sury; none  of  the  remitters  would  contrac.t 
again  ; the  bank  had  refused  to  lend  100,0001. 
to  lord  Godolphin,  on  very  good  security : 
the  navy  and  other  branches  of  service,  eleven 
millions  in  debt,  which  enhanced  the  price  of 
every  thing  proportionabiy ; the  civil  list  in 
debt  about  600,000/.  ; and  the  yearly  income 
too  little  for  the  current  certain  expence,  by 
the  lowest  computation,  124,493/.  2s.  4 d. 

In  a few  days  this  new  commission  made  pro- 
vision for  paying  the  army,  by  the  greatest  re- 
mittance that  had  ever  been  known:  though 
the  opposition  from  every  office,  which  was  full 
of  persons  who  were  enemies  to  the  change 
made  by  the  queen,  was  very  strong,  and  very 
troublesome  and  vexatious:  and  such  was  the 
situation  of  affairs,  that  nothing  but  great 
ntience  could  ever  have  overcome  tliese  dif- 
culties;  it  being  impossible,  as  well  as  un- 
avoidable; to  make  removes,  but  by  degrees. 


As  soon  as  it  was  possible  (and  notwithstand- 
ing the  clamours  then  raised,  it  was  the  oa!j 
proper  time)  a new  parliament  is  called. 

Its  first  meeting  was  November  17,  Iflf 
Robert  Harley  had  prepared  the  funds  testy 
(before  the  parliament  met,  as  he  had  an* 
every  session  to  ibis  day)  not  only  for  the  car- 
rent  service  of  the  year,  both  by  sea  and  hoi 
but  also  for  easing  the  nation  of  abut*  aar 
millions  of  debt.  This  was  thought  so  chase 
rical,  when  Robert  Harley  did  begin  to  opens, 
that  it  was  treated  with  ridicule,  until  he  siev- 
ed how  practicable  it  was.  It  is  true,  tin 
gave  great  reputation  abroad,  and  enabled  e 
treat  advantageously  of  a peace.  It  rases 
•inking  credit  at  home;  but,  at  the  same  raw. 
as  it  drew  envy  upon  Harley  from  same,  sad 
the  rage  of  others,  so  it  gave  offence  to  soured 
his  fellow  servants,  who  told  him  ptaiaty,  do 
he  ought  to  have  told  his  secret,  and  if  be  nd 
not  get  money  himself,  be  ought  to  have  its  la 
friends  share  100,000/.  which  would  net  ban 
been  felt,  or  found  out,  in  so  vast  a tam  M f 
or  10  millions. 

To  this  principle  was  owiog  tire  »etiio|  «* 
foot  at  this  time  the  unhappy  voyage  to  fi- 
ned .1  ; to  all  which  meetings  Harley  awakes 
coming,  and  gave  lord  Rochester  his  reesoe*; 
and  after  lie  desired  his  lordship  to  be  e mens 
to  the  queen,  to  hinder  that  expedition,  hm  * 
happened  to  be  loo  late.  But  lady  Slash** 
knows  how  much  Harley  was  couccretd  * 
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it,  though  he  did  not  know  (lie  true  spring  of 
that  voyage,  which  will  appear  after  in  this 

TE  beginning  of  February  1710-11,  there 
began  to  be  s>  division  among  those  called  Tories 
in  the  House,  and  Mr.  Secretary  St.  John 
thought  it  convenient  to  he  listing  a separate 
party  for  himself. 

To  prevent  this,  lord  Rochester  and  Harley 
desired  to  have  a meeting,  and  to  cool  such 
rash  attempts ; and  it  was  contrived  Mr.  Se- 
cretary St.  John  should  iuvite  us  to  dinner(which 
was  tlie  last  time  be  ever  invited  Robert  Har- 
ley, being  now  about  three  years)  where  was 
tlie  duke  of  Shrewsbury,  earl  Pouiet,  lord  Ro- 
chester, and  others;  aud  lord  Rochester  took  the 
pains  to  calm  the  spirit  of  division  and  ambitiot).' 

Harley  was  at  ibis  time  seized  by  a violent 
fever ; and  on  his  first  coming  abroad  March. 
8,  met  with  a misfortune  which  confined  iiim 
many  weeks.  The  transactions  during  that 
time,  are  too  public,  as  well  as  ton  black  for 
Harley  to  remember  or  to  mention. 

In  the  end  of  May,  1711,  the  queen,  out  of 
her  abounded  goodness,  was  pleased  to  confer 
undeserved  honoars  on  Robert  Harley  ; and 
•n  the  99tb  of  the  same  month,  was  pleased  to 
pat  the  Treasurer’s  staff  into  his  hands : a post 
so  much  nbove  Harley’s  abilities  to  struggle 
with,  that  he  had  notliing  but  integrity  and 
duty  to  recommend  him  to  her  majesty’s 
choice : so  be  must  have  recourse  to  her  ma- 
jesty’s transcendent  goodness  and  mercy  to 
pardon  all  his  faults  and  failings  both  of  omis- 
eioa  and  commission,  duriug  tlie  whole  course  of 
his  service. 

But  to  return  and  resume  the  thread  of  this 
discoane.  The  4th  of  June  1711,  three  days 
after  the  Treasurer  was  sworn,  he  was  surprised 
with  a demand  of  98,036/.  5s.  for  arms  and  mer- 
chandize, said  to  be  sent  to  Canada,  Wlien 
the  Treasurer  scrupled  this,  Mr.  Secretary  St. 
John  and  Mr.  Moore  came  to  him  with  much 
pnssion  upon  tills  affair ; and,  about  a fortnight 
•Iter,  the  Secretary  of  State  signified  the  queen’s 
poeihve  pleasure  to  have  that  money  paid  : and 
accordingly  her  majesty  signed  a warrant,  June 
tl,  and  the  Treasurer  not  being  able  then, with 
all  his  precaution,  to  discover  further  light,  the 
anmey  was  paid  July  4tb,  1711. 

Since  (he  return  from  that  expedition,  tlie 
secret  is  discovered  and  theTreasurer’s  suspicion 
justified  : for  the  public  was  cheated  of  above 
*0,000i. 

Them  is  reason  to  be  more  particular  upon 
this  bead,  because  it  is  one  of  the  tilings  never 
to  be  forgiven  the  Treasurer ; and  Lord-Chan- 
ceilor  told  him  more  to  that  purpose,  that  they 
told  him  no  government  was  worth  serving,  that 
would  not  let  them  make  those  advantagcs,and 
get  such  jobs. 

One  thing  more  is  cnived  leave  to  be  added, 
that  the  Treasurer  was  forced  to  use  ail  hisskili 
and  credit  to  keep  the  House  of  Commons  from 
examining  this  affair  last  parliament. 

June  the  13th,  1719,  the  first  session  of  last 
parliament  ended. 


From  this  time,  to  tlie  beginning  of  the  next 
session,  ‘ The  Treasurer's  hands  were  full  of 
negociating  the  peace  in  all  courts  abroad  ;* 
and  besides  the  ordinary  and  necessary  duty  of 
his  office  at  home,  he  had  frequent  occasions  of 
calming  tlie  quarrels  and  grudges  Mr.  Secretary 
had  sometimes  against  lord  Dartmouth,  some- 
times against  lady  Mashnm,  and  sometimes 
against  the  treasurer  himself. 

The  second  session  of  the  last  parliament 
began  December  the  7th,  1711. 

This  was  attended  with  great  difficulties  and 
dangers,  as  well  from  the  practices  of  the  discon- 
tented here,  as  tlie  designs  carried  on  by  Mr. 
Buys,  prince  Eugene,  and  Bolhmer ; in  which 
designs  concurred  the  emperor  and  other  stales 
and  princes  who  gained  by  the  war. 

This  put  her  majesty  under  a sort  of  neces- 
sity to  preserve  the  whole,  and  to  take  a method 
which  had  been  used,  to  create  some  new  peers. 

So  many  having  been  brought  formerly  out 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  of  those  who  used 
to  manage  public  affairs,  it  was.  proposed  to 
Mr.  Secretary,  that  if  lie  Would  be  contented  to 
stay  in  the  House  of  Commons  that  sessions, 
her  majesty  would  have  the  goodness  to  creata 
iiim  a peer,  end  that  he  sliould  not  lose  his  rank. 

The  second  session  ended  the  9 1st  of  June, 
1719,  and  notwithstanding  Bothtner's  Memo- 
rial, and  all  other  attacks  both  from  abroad 
and  at  home,  supplies  were  provided,  and  every 
thing  relating  to  the  public  put  upon  a good 
foot,  and  the  molecontents  began  to  despair,  as 
appeared  by  the  duke  of  Marlborough’s  retiring 
abroad,  and  other  particulars. 

After  the  session  was  ended,  the  queen,  as 
she  had  promised,  ordered  a warrant  for  Mr. 
secretary  St.  John,  to  be  a viscount : this  hap- 
pened to  put  him  in  the  utmost  rage  against  tli* 
Treasurer,  lady  Masbam,  ami  without  sparing 
the  greatest. 

It  did  avail  very  little  to  tell  him  how  much 
he  had  got  in  place ; for  had  he  hern  created 
with  the  other  lords  it  would  have  fallen  to  his 
share  to  have  come  next  after  lord  Trevor : but 
the  Treasurer,  with  great  patience,  bore  all  the 
storm,  of  which  lord  Mastmin  was  often  a wit- 
ness of  tlie  outrageous  speeches ; and  Mr. 
Moore  very  lately  told  tlie  Treasurer,  that  lord 
Bohngbroke  said  very  lately  to  turn,  that  ha 
owed  him  a revenge  upon  that  bead. 

This  discontent  continued,  until  there  hap- 
pened an  opportunity  of  sending  him  to  France; 
of  which  there  was  not  much  occasion  : but  it 
was  hoped,  that  this  would  have  put  him  in 
good  humour;  which  it  did,  until  in  October 
1719,  there  were  knights  of  the  garter  made. 
This  created  a new  disturbance,  which  is  too 
well  remembered,  and  breaks  out  now  very 
often  in  outrageous  expressions  publicly  against 
all  then  made. 

In  November,  mi  the  death  of  duke  Hamil- 
ton, he  was  much  against  duke  Shrewsbury's 
going,  for  reasons  very  plain,  which  then  were 
in  negotiation ; for  before  the  last  session  of 
that  parliament  began,  a new  model  was  framed, 
or  a scheme  of  ministry  ; which  how  they  after- 
1 * ' 
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wards  caiue  to  fall  out  will  appear  in  its  due ! 
place. 

The  third  and  last  session  began  April  the 
Dili  17 13;  which  was  as  soon  as  the  peace  was 
concluded  and  could  be  proclaimed. 

It  is  not  decent  to  take  notice  “Thatduriug 
this  whole  negotiation,  the  Treasurer  was  ob- 
liged by  his  own  hand,  and  his  own  charge,  to 
correspond  in  all  the  courts  concerned  in  the 
negociution;  and  very  often  he  had  the  good 
luck  to  set  right  several  mistakes,  and  to  obtain 
some  things  very  little  expected  : hut  the  only 
merit  of  this  belongs  to  her  majesty,  the  credit 
of  whose  favour  brought  it  about,  and  gave 
power  to  the  Treasurer  to  act  with  success.” 

During  this  session,  the  lords  of  the  cabinet, 
and  others,  met  every  Saturday  at  the  Trea- 
surer's iu  order  to  carry  on  the  queen’s  business, 
as  they  had  done  the  year  before  on  Thursdays. 
Many  offers  were  made,  and  repeated  by  the 
Treasurer  in  order  to  attack  former  offenders, 
and  quiet  the  minds  of  the  gentlemen,  and  of 
the  church-party  ; and  the  only  reason  for  this 
failing  was,  because  of  the  project  laid  for  their 
new  scheme,  and  putting  themselves  at  the 
head,  as  they  called  it,  of  the  church-party. 

This  being  the  last  session  of  parliament,  and 
some  gentlemen  fearing  their  elections,  and 
tome  for  other  reasons,  dropt  the  bill  of  Com- 
merce. 

The  Treasurer  saw  this  opportunity,  and  im- 
mediately took  it,  and  prevailed  with  sir  Tho- 
mas Hanmer,  and  others,  to  come  into  the  pay- 
ment of  the  civil  list  debts,  incurred  before  the 
change  of  the  treasury,  though  the  present 
Treasurer  was  railed  at,  and  maligned;  which 
he  chose  to  bear  patiently,  rather  than  own  the 
true  reason,  that  there  was  no  money  to  do  it 
with,  which  would  have  ruined  all  at  once. 

This  step  of  paying  the  debts,  put  the  male- 
contented  into  the  utmost  rage,  which  they  did 
very  publicly  express  in  both  bouses. 

This  last  session  of  that  parliament,  and  the 
third  since  the  change  of  tne  ministry,  ended 
July  the  16th,  1713. 

The  peace  with  France  being  over,  and  it 
growing  necessarv  to  put  her  mnjesty’s  affairs 
into  a further  settled  regulation,  and  to  ease  the 
Treasurer  of  the  burthen  as  well  as  envy, of  such 
a bulk  of  business  : her  majesty  was  pleased  to 
approve  of  the  scheme  of  the  duke  of  Ormond’s 
staying  here  to  attend  the  army-affairs,  which 
was  necessary  at  the  time  of  disbanding ; duke 
Shrewsbury  to  go  to  Ireland,  upon  his  return 
from  France ; lord  Fiudlater  to  be  chancellor  of 
Scotland;  lord  Mar  third  secretary;  lord  Dart- 
mouth privy-seal,  and  Mr.  Bromley  secretary 
of  state,  and  sir  William  Wyndham  chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer.  I am  sure  the  queen  very 
well  remembers  the  rage  this  caused,  as  per- 
fectly defeating  their  scheme,  and  shewing  that 
her  majesty  would  put  her  affairs  upon  a solid 
foot:  the  lord-chancellor  said  it  was  against 
law,  and  to  this  day  will  not  treat  lord  FmdJa- 
ter  with  decency ; and  lord  Mar  has  met  with 
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many  ill  treatments,  as  well  as  Mr.  Secretary 
Bromley. 

But  that  the  Treasurer  might  leave  tbco 
without  excuse,  and  make  her  majesty**  affairs, 
if  possible,  easy  with  and  to  those  in  her  ser- 
vice : as  soon  as  he  was  recovered  enough  to 
write,  he  wrote  a large  letter  to  lord  Bohre- 
broke,  containing  his  scheme  of  the  qoetu* 
affairs,  and  what  was  necessary  for  lord  Bo- 
lingbroke  to  do,  as  belonging  only  to  bis  pro- 
vince. This  letter  was  dated  July  the  25tiv 
1713,  and  was  answered  July  the  27th,  by  lord 
Bolingbroke ; the  copy  was  shown  to  lady 
Masham,  who  came  to  visit  the  Treasurer  tbek 
confined  to  his  chamber;  and  she  then  though: 
it  a very  good  one,  and  wbat  was  proper  for 
the  occasion.  I believe  the  whole  would  be  of 
use  to  give  huht  to  her  majesty  into  the  groord 
and  foundation  of  the  follies  and  madness  which 
have  since  appeared ; the  whole  is  ready  ke 
her  majesty’s  perusal  when  she  pleases. 

In  this  letter  the  Treasurer  gives  an  accost: 
to  lord  Bolingbroke  of  the  occasions,  or  rather 
the  pretences  for  giving  disturbance  to  the 
queen’s  servants.  He  proposes  the  remedy, 
and  what  was  requisite  to  be  done  by  him  *s  se- 
cretary in  his  own  province,  and  also  assume* 
of  the  Treasurer’s  assistance  to  the  utmost,  ar.d 
of  bis  desire  to  consult  with  him  (lord  Bolias- 
brokc)  how  to  unite  the  rest  of  our  friends. 

Being  then  sick, the  Treasurer  took  the  liber- 
ty to  put  lord  Bolingbroke  in  mind  of  the  se- 
veral particulars  which  then  required  dispatch, 
and  were  solely  belonging  to  bis  province,  with- 
out any  other  interposition  than  that  of  ukiz; 
your  majesty’s  direction. 

Amongst  others,  that  of  a circular  letter  opes 
the  address  of  both  houses,  relating  to  the  Pre» 
tender. 

This  was  not  done  in  three  months.  Hm 
lordship  wrote  word  it  was  done  July  the  27tf- 

In  the  same  letter  the  Treasurer  proposed, 
that  (according  to  the  treaty  of  peace)  csr: 
should  be  taken  of  the  following  particular, 
viz.  Newfoundland,  Hudson’s- Bay,  A cades, 
St.  Christopher’s,  Assiroto,  and  other  tincgi 
contained  in  the  treaties  of  commerce. 

These  particulars  the  Treasurer  thought  ta 
have  beei*  executed,  until  within  a few  weeks 
he  heard  the  contrary  by  aqpident,  and  that 
the  time  in  the  several  treaties  was  elapses. 
Upon  this,  the  Treasurer  ou  Wednesday,  Jsb* 
the  2d,  told  Mr.  Moor  of  this,  that  every  body 
would  be  liable  to  blame  who  are  in  the  queen** 
service.  Thursday,  June  the  3d,  1714,  lord 
Bolingbroke  writes  to  the  Treasurer  a letter, 
which  begins  thus : 

‘ Mr.  Moor  has  been  this  morning  with  »e, 

‘ and  has  put  into  my  hands  a paper,  wbkh  1* 

* calls,  I think  not  improperly,  a charge  opos 
‘ me.' 

This  paper  contains  the  neglect  abore-roff- 
tioned  in  the  Treasurer!*  letter  of  July  the  25th, 
1713,  and  yet  those  faults  are  now  charged 
upon  the  Treasurer. 
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